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ONE PENNY

Strikes Are No Hc;neymoo;i

The wave of strikes now sweeping
Australin has led to the intensifica-
tion of the anti-strike campaign, From
the pulpit, through the radio, in the
press, the professional head-fiers at-
tempt to befog the izsue. That, of
course, is what they are paid for. Let
us analyse some of the tricks of one
section—the presstitutes.

“The Public Suffers.”

Take the recent Gas Strike. We
were tald that the strikers had a duty
to  “the public,” “the community,”
“the people.” By striking, they were
inflicting “untold hardship.”

It is true that gas rationing, and
later on the stoppage, mposed some
inconveniences.  These, of course,
were magnified a thousandfold by the
press—one would- have thought that
the majority of Australian workers
would have died by eating cold salads
instead of hot meals for a while. (With
the temperature at nearly 100 through-
out the strike, some people would ar-
gue that salads were the only sensible
thing. However, that’s beside the
point.)

If is also true that capitalists not
directly connected with the Gas Cos.
were but little affected—you could buy
electrical stoves at £30 a pop, and all
the more, expensive restaurants were
open. Thus, one section of the work-
ing class caused some inconvenience
to other sections of that class. But,
‘may we ask—so what?

We live in & society where there is
ne “community” or “publie.” We
have two opposing sections—exploiters
and exploited, the former living on
luxury on the unpaid labor of the
latter. en’ the workers get more,
the bosses get less and vice versa. The
struggle, or war, between these classes
we call the class struggle.

Strikes are manifestations of this
struggle. Just as wars are not fought
with kid gloves, so strikes, by their
very nature, can't be conducted with
sentiments. EFFECTIVE-
NESS IS DIREG'I'LY PROPORTION-
ATE TO THE AMOUNT OF INCON-
VENIENCE THEY CAUSE. Capitalism
today, a highly complicated system,
depends on  the exploitation’ of a
wormning class who have to travel to
work, have to eat.  Transport ser-
vices, gas, electricity, etc. are obso-
Tutely essentinl to get the workers to
the job, and to allow them to accumu-
Iate sufficlent energies for continued
exploitation.

This, then, is the real reason why
the press gets so absolutely hysterical
when a strike In_a “public utility"
takes place, 3

Stumts.

In an attempt to whip up mass
Tiysteria, it was suggested that the gas

strike would lead to the death of
many hospital patients: no gas would
be available to sterilise instruments,
This was played up for all it was
worth. When the stunt was first put
across, Adelaide had been without gas
for 5 weeks. Yet no one had died.
With the strike nearly over., it came
out that “Melbourne’s public hospitals
«have been virtually unaffected by the
gas_ strike { all sterilisation is
carried out with steam generated over
furnaees.” (“Age” 11/1/47.)

This stunt flopped. The “Herald”
and the rest of the gutter press then
attempted to inflate and glamorise a
couple of omen, Who,
with Liberal P backing, had or-
gsnlsr.-d a “United Women's Move-
ment.” In spite of tons of publici
these women, whose age, judging from
their phetos must average about 50,
who came from the ranks of the
capitalists (one drove up to a meeting
ir a Rolls Royce) only succeeded in
making fools of themselves. Not even
the gas companies took serious their

Increasing Discontent.

The ACTU. by putting its full
pressure on the Gas Workess, forced
them back.  Whatever the outeome
now in the Arbitration Court of their
claim for double time on Sunday,
there seems no doubt that this stri
is but the forerunner of bigger d
mands. The Workers gemerally are
getting fed up with the empty pro-
mises of the Labor Government. Ha
Ing elected It in the belief that it
would increase wages and reduce
hours, they are now demanding some
instalments of Chifley’s “golden age."
‘What they have yet to learn i the
fact that, whether the Labor or Libe-
ral Party is in power, they will have
to fight for every concession on the
industrial field

But even if the 40-hour week and
the £1 increase in the basic wage are
achieved, the workers won't even have
caught up with pre-war standarde—
let alone surpassed them

Here the Sccialist steps in, peinting
out the absolute impossibility of
achieving even & minimum of seeur-
ity and comfort under Capitalism. But

it will require many more bitter
“TO0 LONG HAVE THE WORKERS OF THIS WORLD —t
WAITED FOR SOME MOSES TO LEAD THEM OUT OF

BONDAGE; HE HAS NOT COME; HE NEVER WILL COME.
I WOULD NOT LEAD ¥OU IF I COULD; FOR IF'YOU COULD
BE LED OUT, YOU COULD BE LED BACK AGAIN."

~—Eugene V. Debs (1905).

IS

grandiloguent promises to load coal
and truck it to the works.

“Volunteers.”

While coal in the works lasted, pro-
duction was maintained py members
of the staff. olunteers.”  If these
had not “volunteered” they would
have lost their superannuation bene-
fits. It seems js if these “white col-
lar" workers—whose ranks are in-
creasing with the decline of capital-
ism—will have fo learn by bitter ex-
perience that they cannot fsolate
themselves from the class struggle
Every worker who takes part in a
strike may be victimised—such threats
can only be countered by increased
solidarity.

On the subject of scabs, it was Jack
London who wrote: “After God had
finished the rattlesnake, the toad, the
vampire, he had some awful sub-
stance left with which he made a
scab. A scab is & two-legged animal
with a corkscrew soul, a waterlogged
brain, a combination backbone of jelly
and glue. Where others have hearts,
he carries a tumour of rotten prin-
ciples, When a scab comes down ihe
street, men turn their backs and
angels weep in Heaven, and the Devil
shuts the gates of Hell to keep him

out.”

till the workers realise that
conscious political action for the over-
throw of this insane system and the
establishment of Socinlism is the only
way olt

In the meantime, undeterred by press
propaganda, - they must continue, by
vigorous strike getion and inter-union
solidarity, to fight against any wors-
ening of conditions

struggles

—H

"WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY
SOCIALISM?"
“WHY DONT YOU UNITE

WITH OTHER PARTIES?"
“WHAT ABOUT THE EVERY
DAY STRUGGLE?"
"WHY ARE YOU SO SMALL?"
“I3 STATE OWNERSHIF SO-
CIALISM?"

You've asked these guestions
Now read the answersl
OUR NEW PAMPHLET IS
JUST OFF THE PRESS.

“SOCIALISM OR
CHAOS”

40 pages.
. w 7d, post free.
DON'T MISS IT!
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Agsli';l'ﬂ'ﬂ WORKERS ARE CONCERN-
ED and pass in silence over the drun-
ken orgies of the ruling cl They
are very often supported by big capital-
ists, for two reasons: First, a sober
worker is better than a drunk one a
a producer of profit for the bo
Secondly, if the ruling cl an con=
vince the workers that some particu-
lar article is “not necessary™ for their
well-being, they can CUT WAGES
ACCORDINGLY. Wages, the price of
labor power, fluctuate with supply and
demand, and are influenced by the
militancy of the workers' Isltrurgl;-s
The “price of labor power” finally
boils down to what it takes to keep
the workers fed, clothed and shelter-
ed just well enough so that they can
go on producing profits and have
children. But the standard of living
of the workers varies from country to
country—and the lower the ‘‘recog-
nised” (ie, what the workers will put
up with) standard of Hving is, the

more profits for the boss Hence,
vegetarlan, non-drinking, non-smok-
ing working elass would be ideal from
the capitalists point of view as

as they could produce profits eff
ently.

In the trade-unions, therefore, in=
dividual socialists fight to ralse the
standard of living, and in Australia
they are concerned with including ag
many of the alleged luxuries in the
basle wage index as they can. This
would include beer and tobmceo—pl-
though they may be of the opinion
that these are not beneficial to the

items

workers fo spend the

additional wage thus gained on beer

or tobacco.  They could and would
spend it as they see fit,

On the political field, we are not
to be side-tracked by any minor evils
of capitalism be they capital punish-
ment or aleoholism. We fight
relentlessly for the total abolition of
this insane system and the establish-
ment of Socialism. On this, and this
alone, must our effarts b corfcens=
trated.

—R.Y.

UNIONISTS AND NON-UNIONISTS

With reference to the
January iss
ism, we have bee
ing question: “While I agree that
your attitude is correct, is it not true
that non-union: refuse to join the
union, yet derive considerable benefits
from union action? Therefore, in
spite of your objections, should they
not be compelled by law to join?"

REPLY:

Yes, it is true that non-unionists get
benefits won by union struggles, But,
before ting to throw stones, the
majority of unionisis ought to have
o lock at their own glass-housal Is
It not equally true that a large num-~
ber of unions have taken no active
part whatever in recent strikes for
the £1 increase, ete? Is it not
equally true that what gaing are
achieved by strike action are uaually
achieved by the action of SOME
unions—not by all acting together?®
We have not noticed any reluctance
on the part of those unions who have-
't done anything for decades, fo ac-
cept gains made by unions which have
niade sacrifices. Besides, the argu-
ment, carried to its logical conalusion,
lead. “An

It
all strikes wonld be
more or less general strikes . . .

Are these who put the above gues-
tion prepared to face up io its impli=
cations? If they were, well and good,
they would have a case. But they
know as well as we do that they are
not. :

—Ed. Comm.

A French View on Indo-Ching,

The recent clashes between Franch
troups in Inde-China and the Wig-
nam  (republican) movement thare

produced the usual Stalinists

We are told that workers

here should support the Vietnam, and
the same arguments are trotfed out
as last year when Indonesia was (n
the nes It is therefore interssting
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to read a French paper on the situa-
tlon:

“Vietnam is a capitalist government,
‘ constituted by capitalist parties. It re-
wmw the Indo-Chinese bourgeoisie,
which is no different from other
cipitalists, all lving on the exploita-
tlon of the workers, And behind the
Indo-Chinese bourgeolsle, supporting
it, or rather making it jump like a
puppet, there stand various imperial-
ism, especially Russian imperfalism.

at is the reason why Vietnam is
supported in  all countries by the
of Russlan Imperialism: the
Stalinists and the Trotskyists.—From;
“Le Proletaire,” Lyons, France, Janu-
ary, 6.

“On Lenin's Tomb.”
"T‘hs Fl.umnn peuple I.s slawa being

For the aznond eansecutlw ymr Pre-
mier Stalin did not stand in his tra-
. ditional place atop Lenin's tomb to
réview the parade celebrating the 29th
year of the October revolution, In the
key speech of the demonstration,
Marshal Leonid A. Govorov, a Lenin-
grad boss, pointed to the necessity of
mcrenhing Russia’s fighting  power.
Andrei A, Zhdanov, chairman of the
‘Bupreme Soviet . . . spoke in ifs ses-
sion about the hardships of the pre-
sent five-year plan.
~ Thus, while—the super-purge enve-
Jops all sections of Soviet life, while
the transfer and retransfer of popula-
tions is aceelerated by the reorzanisa-
tion of Eastern Europe, the Politburo
‘wisely prepares Russin . {for) the
fact that stn’in i= replaceable, that
_Soviet power is built on the-domina-
tion of the ruling oligarchy.”

(q. from “The Russian State Party”
Newsletter on Contemporary Com-
munism, New York, Nov, 1946.)
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URGENT

Funds available for free distribution
of this paper are now completely ex-
hausted, We must SELL every paper,
or else cease pullication. Those of you
who have been receiving bundles and
bave not pald yet, please do so at
once.  Those who distribute the B.C,
redouble your efforts to get subscribe
ers, donations, ete, This is a real
808 —already we have been forced
to halve our printing order, Whether
we can continue *the paper, let alone
tring it back to its former eirculation,
depends entirely on YOU. Ir all

cancerned ¥ REGULARLY for
bundles received, well manage to
keep golng.  If not, we won't be able
to carry on,

If you wish us to continue, you
must give ug more support.

Send donations, Send Regular Bun-

dle orders. Get subscribers. Pay
your accounts!
If you've got any ideas, let's have
them!
I UF TO YOU!
SOCTALIST COMMENT,”
, Box 1440-M., Melbourne.
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S.F. of Canada.

P.0. Box 1751, Winnipeg, Man.
S.P. of Great Britain.

2 Rugby St., London, W.C.1.
S8.F. of New Festnd.

P.0. Box 62, Petone, N.Z.

Workers S.P. of U.8.
27 Dock Sq., Boston 8, Mass.

LECTURES

MELBOURN

Feb. 11th: “The Putu
Trade Unfonism -
Dennis

Gth; “William v,

Poet, Artist and Socialist
~—C. Banders,

Other  Tuesdays ;' Branch
Meetings.  Open to Publl
All activities at: Tempe
ance Hall, Russell Street,

p.m,

Lectures  advertised Age,
Bakarday, Meetings
Caolumn

NEW ZEALAND,

Auckland: Economic and

Diseussion Class, every
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Monday, 730 pm
penters' Union R
Unfon Bank of Austral-
asia Bldgs., East Street and
Harangohape Road.

b/ Petome: Watch local Press!

All Lectures, ete., free. Ques-

tions, Diseussion. - Come
along!

AUSTRALIAN BRANCHES.
SPA—SYDNEY: FPO. Box
2281, GP.O. Meets fori-
nightly, Tuesdays, Room
99, Station House, Rawson $
Place. ' Public invited.
SP.A—MELEOURNE: PO.
Box 1440-M. Meets every
'I\JP:da!'. See “Lecfures.”
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THREE SOCIALIST MONTHLIES.
“Socialist Standard™
“Western Socialist™
“Socialist Comment™
(NZ.: 1/6 yearly)

SPECIAL OFFER!

All Three: TEN SHILLINGS A YEAR
Every NEW subscribér to the 10/-
offer will receive free, amd
free: 6 Back
“Standard.”

5/8 yrly.
2!9 § mths
276 yrly-

Issues of Lhe
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particular subject.
Stocks limited—so ACT N O W !
SFA. PO. BOX 1440-M,
Melbourne.
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The Sociallst Parties of Australin and New Zealand hold:
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