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ONE PENNY

““There Will be Many Turns”’

“We must  understand (hat the
road which lies ahead of us is by no
means a straight road. There will
be many turns, bends and difficult
situations that we shall have to
tackle'—Mr, J. D. Blake, Victorian
Secrefary,  Australian Communist
Parly, in a speech to their 1947 state
Conerence, in "The Communist Way

Forward” p. 25.

Another knot has been tied in the
“line” of the local followers of Sta-
Jin. By accident, it coineides with
that propounded by Moscow Histo-
rian I M. Lenin at the beginning of
fMay; “The Soviet Union does mnot
eonstitute a threat fo ihe Biilish
Empire. . . . All the screaming,
especially by the Americans, about
the Soviet threat to the Empire is
merely an excuse for the Americans
to penetrate into the Empire. e\
is not the Boviet Union but the US
which is threatening to destroy the
British Empire’s political coherence
and economic welfare."—“Time" 16/6.

This new twist was echoed by the
recent Empire Conference of the
Parties in Lendon. It
may be summed up with; “For God,
King and Country—Long Live Brit-
ish Impemalism—Down  with Uncle
Sam, the enslaver!” The motive is
obviously to try and weaken the
alllanee  between the British and
American capitalists.

The Australian delegate, Mr. J. C.
‘Henry, gavs his report to the local
Central Committee—it was endorsed
This Is what now
has to be the main task of the Aus-
trallan  workers: “Australa’s main
task today was to struggle against
economic penetration by American
monopolists, To wage this fight there
should be a National Front (which)
chould include workers, farmers, town
middlej.rlass people AND PATRI-
oTICc ' ELEMENTS AMONG THE
CAPITALIST CLASS IN AUS-
TRALIA*—"Tribune” 20/5—our em-
phasis.

The July issue of the “Communisi
Review"” carries detalls of the new
policy. There is perhaps a need to
revlew im some respects the whale
questzon or the colonial struggle.

Renewed  offers of
unjn. ane 10 be made to the ALP
‘progressives’ for “they will certainly
need friends and allies’ from . the
Communist Party and as' L aims
and our on these major, @broad
questions will be very close, similar
in fact, to preserve the independence
of our country and so an, even if we
have different fdeas about going
about it, this lays the basis for much
more bigger developments. along the
lines of wunity than perhaps have
oceurred in the past.”

In practice, the switch has express-
ed itself in a whirlwind campaign for
imperial preference amongst  farm-
ers, and in the sudden discovery that
people in Britain are “worn, tired
and lacking in energy”. (Guardian
27/6) Food parcels are to be sent.

‘Which political party is most close-
ly conneeted with British Capital?
Surely not the ALP which s more
nationalistic and has  isolationist
trends. No, the “patridtle elements
amongst the capitalist ela will be
found in the LIBERAL PARTY

Compare, for instance, the above
from the Salinist press with an ex-
tract from Mr. Menzies speech
declaring last Liberal
Party’s forelen p A oo

ic:
hesive British Empire, in
were not only occasionzl confers
on the Ministerial level, but
permanent machinery for
tical, military and mic arrangs-
ments. JTO(MAge” August 31, 19460
Well? Can vou see any difference?

also
Joint poli-

Does not the ::Communist Party
now stand for a “cohesive British
Empire”, “Empire Preference” and
“Defence”?

" Only

two months ago- Dr.
was denounced by i

dian” as a “warmonger”
threatening the Nation’s liberty.” To-
day, there are signs that Australian
and American capitalist infegests are
beginning to.clash over Japan. Will
Evatt now become a

‘patriotic  sa-

complicatior
It won't all be so e
going to hunt r
vouw'll have to incl
{remember—he was “Pi|
(remember
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little Jo_Abbat.
Of course, a pa
a United Front
two occasions in
it very hard to have,
United Front with 1
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“For the proletariat to be strong eno

of decision, it i
have unheld si
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party, separated from all others and o
a class-conscious class party.”

ATe you earnin
You're not? That's
cause If you aren't yol
to afford 8 heo
vald

aver £15 per weel
too bad, be-
be

an authorit
recently |

for 124 squares
which will cost E..\u‘./" to build, Tak-
ing the cost of land at B6 a foot

— the coripl

cost £2800. That e
garden, legal fees and other
Provided the worker could ‘iawd E500
as a deposit—an amount which few
could save iIn a lifetime— he would
face an interest bill of at least EAC @
year. Rates would need another £12
£3. A minimum
cipal would be

e
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—Frederick Engels (December 18th, 1889). 2
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EMOCHACY VICTORIOUS

“Nothing may be published in li-

censed  Germon  papers likely 1o
~ spreacd rumours almed at disrupting
unity amongst the allles or  which

veanses distrust and a hostile attitude
of the German people towards any
the otcupying powers. " — “New
Statesman” England 29/3.

i ‘A new city order makes Germans
. spreading rumors on the

}‘“W ‘whe
wil

&
” H Y] From imminence
Wﬁ";ﬁ. s ':fmmm * of war between the US and Russia
]Iia'ulcdtu m'rie;t. . . The order is de-
.hma 3 &lgned to stifle enemies of the new
~ JAMES BAINES. ‘democratic  Germany.” — “Herald”

17/6).

*There is no room in Germany for
* so-called unpolitical people. No one
.~ has the right to exclude himself from

‘go-operation.'— “Neues 'Deutschland”
“Central Organ of the “Socialist Unity
. Party” Berlin, 25/12/46.

Y “General Clay announced that the
Boviet-sponsored  Socialist Tnity
Party which is an smalgamation of
‘8ocial Democrats and Communists,

T mjféma of ¢
work is now being done by foreed B
ontinues to hold hi ¢

un- would be banned indefinitely from
war prisoners. the US zone in Germany.’ — “Age”
19/6.
ROCKET BILL
. The Bill “for the defence of ap-
_proved defence projects” which was

4 on June 6th, has now become
_Jaw. It provides for fines up to £5000
‘and 12 months jail for any ene who

£ NEE the present Czech boyeotts, threatens to boycott or by

Iaorers. - can
regime explain away the deportation
ver 2,000,000

z treatment ‘epeech or writing advocates or en-
Eﬁe&i‘m o ‘corages the obstruction of an_ ap-
: - - proved defence project. The “Rock-

- Paradoxical as it may appear, it is et Range” is, up tc now, the only
‘the land which ealls itself ‘socialist’. Jprojéct which has been declared ‘ap-
‘proved” under the nct. Some legal

~ gircles have claimed that anything at
‘all even remotely connected with de-
fence could be brought wunder this.
‘act. Others have denied this.

1t is interesting to note that this
“bill was passed at 3.30 in the morning
“in the end of session rush. According
“to Mrs. Blackburn, the only member
‘who opposed the bill, no quorum of
members was awake, ‘“most were
sound asleep in nice, white, Govern-
‘ment-issue blankets, and one had to
‘be awakened because his snoling
was interrupting  proceedings” —
“‘Herald” 27/6.

1t is foolish to either diSmiss this
‘measure as harmless, or fto claim
that it has brought Fascism to Aus-
{ralia, With the wording of it left
Very. Vague, everything  will depend
on its administration. However, even
#rom the point of view of the present
Labor Govt. it ls something of , a
puzele to know why the bill was
passed, since, for years, there has
‘Been on the statute books a “Crimes

* camps merely because they are sus-
pected or convicted or | v

Act” which gives much the same
as this bill
By the way, the Labor Party is

deal or industrial offences” (Consti-
tution of the ALP page 73, Secilon
30t) Maybe they ought to read their
ewn program from time to” time.
SAME DIFFERENCE . . .

The bulk of the wage-pegging reg-
wlations have already been lifted,
#hanks to the long series of strikes
which all included this demand. The
remainder still in existence are likely
0 go by August. Workers who

Cuttings and Comments

of this as the beginning of the
“Golden Age’ might do well to read
these words:

“Following  representations  from
several quarters, including the AC
TU, the Government is believed to
had adopted the view that the vari-
ous wage fribunals and courts can
be relied upon to give full weight to
Government policy  be
wage increases."—“Age" 27/,
DIS-UNO.

“It is too bad about the United
Natlons, but it seems to be starting
just about where the League of Na-
tions lefe off. It is becoming here the
butt of jokes and jocularity, a com-
edian’s stand-by. a big expensive do-
nothing organisation, not of  this
world, nor of any other:'—New York
Didry “Herald" 26/6.

LITTLE FEOPLE

“Hollywood authorities were
unanimously approving of Mis de
Havilland's speech of acknowledg-
ment for this year’s Oscar when in
passing she referred to the fact that
without the ‘help of the folks be-
hind the scenes’ her triumph would
never have been possible. . . For
they said, without the good will of
Hollywood's vast lobby of working
people, the men and women in the
wardrobe departments, the , hair-
dressers, the men on the ecatwalk
sixty feet above the set handling the
all-important  lights, the make-up
man, the script girl, the assistant to
the assistant cameraman, NO  star,
male or female, can reach the very
top of the tree” ‘Herald” Film

Critic 28/6.
TRAVEL . . .

“Stand up those who Have never
been to the Zoo", said the teacher,

and a guarter of the class stood up.
The children were six and seven-year
olds in the second grade of Albert
Street, Brunswick, State School. The
Zoo is about 10 minutes’ walk away.
‘Stand up all those who have never
been to the beachi About a third
were on thelr feet. Half had never
been into the city."—"Herald" 1.7

They say travel broadens the mind.
VATICAN'S ALLY.

Readers will remember that we
published evidence (April and Jume
fssues) of the alliance between Ital-
ian Stalinistz= and neo-Fascists which
led to the inclusion of the Lateran
treaty in the new Italian constitu-
tion. Immediately afterwards, the
new friends of the pope launched a
big campaign in Southern Italy and
Sicily where Catholic influence is
decisive.

In Sicily's electoral campaign ihe
Stalinists plastered the country-side
with posters written in dialect mis-
quotating a local poem which reads:

BLOG;

“PEQPLE'S BLOC: GOD'S
JESUS WILL DESCEND TO
SCARE ALL TYRANTS WITH Joy
IN HIS HEART AND HIS FIST

CLENCHED."

With this slogan, the Stalinist peo-
ple’s “People’'s Bloe” obtained the
largest number of votes — 30
cent. (“Preedom” London, May
and 17th).

According to the Rome correspon-
dent of the English “Manchester

per
ard,

Guardian™  (22/4/47) i o
Communist  are  certainly muw.
the staunchest allies of the Vatican
in this country to-day though nob
necessarily tomorrow,”

While we are on the electlon pos-
ters of the glorlous “Comrades”, it
might be of interest to report that
in France they are concentrating om
the farmers with
desribing themselves

New York, May-June 47).
NASTY MINDS

“The trouble is that the
Party is such an example
democratic control and liberal out-
look that suspicious-minded people
feel that it is too good to be frue.”
Mr. Anderson, Vie. President of the
Liberal Party “Age” 30/6.

This scribe, somewhat dazed by
headlines about “flying saucers” and
recalling that people are fooled every
day in the food they eat, the clothes
they wear and the ideas they absorb,

was beginning to be gloomy, Mr.
Anderson made him . feel mora
«cheerful till he read the mext
three items :
CHEER UP — 1T'S COMING!

“A warning that an atomic war
might break out within 8 years was

given foday by the American Emer-
gency Committee of Atomic Sclen-
tists. The United Nations had failed
to find an effective safeguard against
an atomic war, because each major
nation has jockeyed in the negoti-
ations ftrying to place itself in the
most advantageous position fto win
the next war —"Herald" 30/6.
“Depression Fear in USA. — New
Markets Wanted for Huge Output."—

% Headline “Age’

17
“The Prime Minister (Mr. Chifley)
today issued a warning there
were already indiedtions of an econ—
omic recession in A number of coun=
tries. ‘Herald” 26/8.
What has happened to Mr. Chif-

ley's “Golden Age”? (“Australia was
entering a golden age if the right
and economy wWere puk

_ Mr., Chifley, “Labor

Where are the pre-

s that

under a La-
there wi

. Chifley, “Age” 9/3/46).
that this paper Was
right after all when it said: ~ “We

maintain that the Labor Party will
be unable to avold the next depres-
sion . . Bacically, the victory of the
TLabor Fariy represents a further step
in the direction of State Capitalism,
2 vain attempt to smooth ouf the
worst features of Capitalism and to
tie the working class ever more
firmly to the exploiters.”— ‘Socialist
Comment” November 1346,
What do you think?

HH.

DEBATE
“Can the Liberals Solve the Housing
Problem?"
YES: Mr. L. Hamilton, MLA.
NO: C. Sanders (SPA).

Watch “Age’ on Safurdays, “Meet-
ings” Column, for date and place.
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RUSSIA'S BATIONS

One of the most frequent argu-
ments used by apologists for Russian
Btate Capitalism, and for the low
standard of lving for the workers
under thaf system is that “it's due
to the war” It is true that the war
brought untold devastation to the

An masses.  But how are  the
existing goods being distributed?

An article in “Internationalisme’
amanthly organ of the “Cauche Com-
muniste de France” for March 1947
glves information on ratloning, ta-

from the journal published by
the Russian  Embassy in  France,
“Journal of Soviet' Economy” (Cah-
ders de I'Econemie Sovietigue).

All recelvers of rations are divided
into six classes: 1, Non-Workers (un-
able to work, invalids); 2, Non-Wor-
Eers (able to Work—teachers, etc.); 3,
Children fup to 8 years of age); 4,
Employees; 5. Ex-Workers (who were
formerly ordinary workers); 6, Ex-
‘Workers (former sghock-brigadlers —
pace setters).

Class 6 gets the highest ration
. But in addition  to these normal
cards, “there are special ones, called

“B" cards and “Limited Cards’ given
fo certain persons — THE SOCIAL

-AND WHICH THEY RE-
OEIVE IN ADDITION TO THE
CLASS SIX CARDS".
-These cards, for the privileged only,
include practically all articles absent
from the ordinary ones — such as
white bread, flour, biscuits, eggs,
toilet soap, cigarettes. ete

“Internationalisme” comments that

while In France (and, may we add
in all other capitalist countries) the
eapitalists can largely disregard
rationing, no other country in the
world has such a system which s
UDEIIIY reveals the privileges of th

In addition, those with money
can lJlL? on the Russian ‘“free” ie.
‘black, market.

FR.

FARES PLEASE!

Did you know that .
The length of the daily jnurm;\' ta
work has been increasing. 193
per cent. of train trav Iers Journey-
ed over six miles per day, to and
from work.
Travelling time increases the work-

ing day. At least 80 per cent. of
workers have to travel for more than
40 minutes each day,

Average weekly cost for  Fates
and from work, in Melbourne, fs 7/1
per week, Percentage are: 20 per
cent pay no fares; 6.3 per cent pay
under 3/-; 142 per ecent pay from
218 pay from 5/ to
85 per eent vay [rom 7/- to
B/11; 7.1 per cent pay from 9/- ta
10/11; and 12 per cent pay over 11/-

Percentage of fincome  spent on
fares for work by fare-paying famil-

_les, leaving out incomes of E10 and

aver,” raniges from 34 per cent to 7

per cent—the average is 4.2 per cent,
Adds up, doesn't 1b?

—Facts from; “Travelling to Work"

by D. Cochrane in “Economis Rec-

ord” Jourhal of the Economic So-

ciety of A. and N.Z., December 1946,

Help Spread Socialist
Knowledge

Send a Donation to Our
“Press Fund.”

COMPANION PARTIES.
S.P. of Canada.
P.O. Box 1751, Winnipeg, Man
S.P. of Great Britain.
2 Rugby St., London,
SP. of New Zealand
P.O0. Box 62, Petone, N.Z
Workers S.P. of US.
27 Dock Sq, Boston 8, Mass
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LITERATURE (AN prices inelude
pos Y.

“Socialism" ad.
P. Principles and Poliey” 1.
amily Allows
Socialism o £
Nationalisation ox
"i.ﬁ'l.mr Govt. and Socialism™ T
“Questions of the Day” 1
“Sovialist Standard”’
“Western Socialist”
“Bocialist Comment'
(N.Z.: 1/8 yearly)
SPECIAL OFFER!
All Three:

2/6 yrly

REPRINTS
T.U. and similar papers ar
ted to reprint our articl
acknowledgment of source is made,
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LECTURES

MELBOURNE.
August 13th and 26th
Subjects to be
Other  Tuesdays
Meetings. Open to Public
All activities at: Temper-
ance Hall, Russell Street, 8
pin,

Lectures advertized
Saturday,
Column,

LS5

announced

Branch

“Age”
“Meetings”

ARANERNRRNNNNS

« NEW ZEALAND.
Auckland: CPO Box 1929
Meets 3rd Sunday in
month, 730, at 37 Maont-
rose St., Pt. Chevalier

Petone: Watch local Press!

All Lectures, ete., free. Ques-
tlons, Discussion.  Come
along!

AUSTRALIAN BRANUHES.

SP.A—SYDNEY:
2291, GP.O.

SE IELBOURNE: P.O.
Box 1440-M.  Meets every
Tuesday, See “Lectures.' !
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