SOCIALIST
COMMENT

and Review

SOCIALIST i
PARTIES

OF

AUSTRALIA and
NEW ZEALAND

AUGUS‘I’ 1946 Nb 13.

Two and Two Don’t

Make

(Math ies

Seven

of E ics)

The Chamber of Manufacturers of
New Sonth Wales, that smog
nonneer  of  “elass-war, 12 begun
an offensive nit the working
The anack takes the form of an adver
iai n, Under the heading “Two
Don't Make Seven.' we
given an example of C.OM. economies
and the advertisement cominu

“We tan raige our standard of living
only if we prodoce a greater volome of
goods and cervices thon™ we have done
previouely,  There is no other way to

3

AL firgr glan this statement m=
sound enough,  Surely, IF there not
enough to go round, the obviows solu-
4 to. produce more, If we examine
capitaliet. econgmy superficinlly we can
solve miny other problems just as easily,
But let ws face facts and get tn the
care of the guestion

Should We Produce More?

This “produce mere’ argument is
peculior to the C.O.M. It savours of
recent  statements  of Mr
{Labor Premier of Tasmania),
Walsh (Economic Advisor to the New
Zealand Labor Government), Mr. Chif-
fley (Australion Prime Minister
Mr. Atdee, all of whom voiced
opinions when dealing with the present
position in their particul it
What these porblind apolo, {
talism fail to see is the lesson of
tory,

Economic records of the past twenty
years teem with glaring instances of
over-prodaction with its attendant poy-
erty and want in the ranks of the work-
ing eluss. Only o fool could forget those
tween-war years when millions of Lush-
ely of coffee were dumped into the seq
while workers went without; when \»'helll

u

was fed to locomotive furnaces wl
cmpluyﬂl workers died nl stas

Pnr(y papers.}
Premier Cosgrove wailed about ”nmilur
ing more,” millions of ruses of apples
went to warle in his home Sure, Tus-
manin, and, as if o taunt wnsatisfied
workers, the news reels depicted scenes
showing pige, so sated with apples, that

they could eat ne more: Suech contra-
dir capitalist economy are no
wew phenomens. They existed before

the war, doring the war, dn appear
again in time economy. At
Almost every com-

period. This

uld constitnte a telling re-
produce more’ economists.
Hunger — Mo Profit
It iz o paradox of capitalist economy
that without hunger there can be no
firs. Sonnds strange, doesn't i ut,
m, i's Not so steange on
Under the existing social

a
examination.
order the means of wealth produe

1
owned and con-
el he wor-
s, can work only
by permission of the owners and are,
therefore, dependent on the ownere for
their livelih \. independent work-
ing clas a lack of wage-
ves for the cmplu-ers. NO WAGE
VES -NO PROFITS. The economic
has taken the place of the slave-
ers whip of 0 previous social sys-
em, and the conditions which gave rize
\4) changes in the methods of exploita-
n have alsy given rise to an inereas
|||g congciousness on the part of the
workers that they are being robbed by
their new masters. Hence the guile re-
\mrPd to gull the workers into accept-
the changed social order, New ex-
Brs require new excuses.
“produce more” slogan implies
insufficiency. Were the implication
valid," capitalists as well as workers
would suffer want whereas we know
from experience that it is workers alone
who suffer shortages ﬂunng so-called
scarcity period dly it i
question of insufficiency—the
always have MORE THAN ENO
The workers are always short
Mathematics for the Masses
We agree that “Two and two don't
make seven,” hut while most of us know
that twa and 1wo ma v B
to realise that C.OM. arithme
spe that, agsuming the total production
to be 4 the magnitude of that number
places no limi (within the magoitude)
on the size of its componcot parts, We
e four loaves, but if the capital-
three and the workers one, or

viee versa, it = fotile to condemn the
oumher four becanse some nomskull
drew  wrong eonclusions - through  had
hmetie. The diswributive limitations
of capitalist prodaction do depend
on foulty figuring. The aportionment of
the wealth produced determined by
laws which are inherent in
m itsell nonpro-
ducing capit wenlth
produced by the toilers. and what is
more, they are entitled to own it Bot

¢ reformers and “hmmani

a

eliss owns

they can get so are
ed to get whatever they
can. It hoils down to a stroggle be
tween two conflicting rights. As Philos-
opher Hegel poinied out many yenrs
ago, “Between equal righs, force de
cides,” and the question is: “Who has
the foree?”

Revolution the Answer

The owning class maintain their pri-
vileges by virtue of the force crystallised
in the State, i.e, the armed forces, the

judiciary, the polive, and all the other
organs of oppression, In democracies,

these forces are controlled and used by
the Government party which happens to
be in power at any time. The Govern-
ment rules according to the interests of
the political party which forms that
Government, and a3 the electors. elect
capitalist represemtatives to power the
"righ of the uplaluu; class  are

ined. The only alterna in
keeping with working class interest is
the averthrow of the capitalisy class and
the acquisition of political power by the
workers. This implies the conguest of
power by o class conscions body of work-
ing men and women for the specific
purpose of dispossessing the owning
cluss and b o new ecomomic
order; in plain words, it means

A Socialist Revolution

Only in a Sociolist Society will the
slogan “Produre more to get more”
mean anything worth while; for when
Yeach produces according to his ability
receives  ac
then am incre;
an an improvement for
present conditions, the more the wor-
kers produce, the gooner they will be
teaches that the

come when pro-
the para-

time must
duction will once again reae
doxial point whzn the majority of
the populati e w0t enough
lHE\ HAVE PRO-
DUCED TOG MUCH.

e



: dglenlfon Immuks
there m qnnﬂ attendances of wolun-
ers—those who do not have to march
round the square. —Mdhnmn- “Her.
ald” 25 6746,

Gafmany’s "Libom're'rl" ’Phls

that  the
Sued  Deuteche

'.&éwlm Cnl_mmil ond Review.
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‘Where Ignorance is Bli
During the hearing of the application
for the 40:hour working week hefore the
{Commonwealth Arbitration Court, Mr.
Eggleston, representing the Australion
Couneil of Trade Unions, told the Court
thay the 40hour week wanld be the First
instalment of the New Order. Apart
from  exposing stupidity of the
ACTU, the statement peovided Chief
Judge Drake-Brockman with an opper-
tunity to display his hlissful ignorance.
Said the C.]::

“This New Order--T have heard it from
the public platferm. from the radio,
and from individuals. T have asked the
men who have mentioned it whap it is,
But I have never received an explana-
tion from anyone.”

in; he will not re-
ceive any intelligent enlightenment from
any of the parties represented in the
Court. “If the Conrt pleases we
present the case for a new order?

THE Present Order

The present social order i 4l upon
the private ownership of the means and
instruments for producing and distribut-
m,; wealth by the capitalist class, That
is to say, the land, facto: mines, rail-
ways, ete. and ewned by one class in
society. The workers, therefore, own-
ing nnthing but their labor power are
forced, in order to get the wherewithal
1o live, to sell their labor power to the
owning class  THIS PLACES THEM
IN THE POSITION OF WAGE-SLAVES
TO THEIR EMPLOYERS.

It i clear then that the wealth of the
counlry is pmrlm-erI by the application
of workers’ unerg)u through the mach-
inery of prodaoction, to the materials
provided by nature. For the services
rendered, the workers receive wages
which, in Augstralia, are fixed according

10 the prices of certain  commodities

contained in 2 regimen allegedly corres.

ponding to what it takes to sus-

Mfain & man, wife and two chil-

dren in meagre comfort” Th

system does mot take into consideration
many items which are included in the

‘expenses of every worker such as fares,

‘amnosements, tobacco, beer, newspapers,

'ge.; And what i= still more important,

statistice on which the wage i= cal

‘cnlated do net correspond to the actual

of commodities contained in the

regimen, a fact which has been demon-
strated {rom time to time in the Acbic
fration Court,

S0, of the wealth produced
0] the producers rec
flicient to live on while the nonpro
uging capitalist close takes the majo

i i

o

BY THE

el
are always foced with lh\.- p the-m
mm!n; their surpluses. Some find
oml in overseas markels, but as
h‘)iulhh of all countries are chas-

ing the same markels, ssoner or later.
the markets become satisfied and de-
mands fall off. Surpluses huild up like
a rolling snowhall, which can aenly he
dissipated in the thaw of an eeonomie
depression.  Oce iy the competi-
1 hecomes ute that the rival
sts switch from the trade war to
ary  conflict

Wage warkers are
: production of
changed inte

ments

qi ﬂlllrdrl'
it

foregoing, it

beromes ine ary that the
existing order must go,

The Mew Order !

Wlat then is to take its place? A

New Order. But whe altite speak

of a new order we
vastly different in m
Tous vapeuring
sentatives o

thing
1d [rom the nebu-
of the reformist repre.
lism who, be they

Labor Party, Communist, or Trade
Union officials, masquerade a< cham-
pions of the working class.

When we speak of Order, we
meant the ABOL] lTl(J\ D]-‘ WAGE

SLAVERY CAPITALISM. We aim at
the dispossession of the capitalist class
of theic OWNERSHIP of the means
by which we live and the converzion of
the means of wealth production and dis-
trihution from PRIVATE OWNERSHIP
o CO\IMOV OWNERSHIP AND CON-
TRO THE WHOLE COMMUN-
ITY, Thmg. would be produced for
uze and mot for sale and profitmaking.
All -:pnhle of working would work and
! ould be mer according to the
a1 the common coffers. No in-
dividual, like the Chief Judge, for in-
stance, would be paid 20 pounds a week
to decide that workers should scrounge
through life on a basic wage, on pre-
senp monetary  values, of £3 a week!
(Sce panel on Basic Wage) Neither
would workers starve on a miserable
dole during epression  periods BE-
CAUSE THEY BA_D ERUDU(_EIJ 50
MUCH WEALTH THAT THE OWNERS
COULD NOT GET RID OF IT AT A
SUITABLE PROFIT.

There would be no.economic difficul-
ties in the way of meeting the require-
ments of the community. There is
ample raw material in the world 1o meet
the needs of all. There is sufficient
labour power available to perform the
necessary work, connected with produe-
tion and distribution.  Even eapitalise
slatisticians have .nmnrwr the req
infor the

tific administrat
allscation of goods

with |l|¢ profit system
the abolition of

would dis .A])PEII[‘
the present order.

The Chief Judge Wants To Know
 Something About The “New Order”

What Con the Arbitration
Court Do?

With regard o the essential condi-
tions of wage slavery the Cowrt. can do
NOTHING. The Court itsell peasup-
poses the continmance of the wages
IT 15 NOTHING OTHER
4 AN INSTITUTION OF CAPI-
TALISM FOR TRYING TO RES
LATE THE EVERYDAY CONFLICTS
BETWEEN THE WAGE SLAVES AND
THE EMPLOYERS. THE QUESTION
OF A NEW ORDER DOES NOT COME
WITHIN ITS JURISDI(
1+ New Orde

e et g

It is5 linle wonder therefore that the
Chief Judge wonders what it i« all shout.
On the other hand, he may he indulg.
ing in a little sarcasm at the expense
of the “intellect=" of the Trades Union
Movement, After all, a man, who has
been handling Arbitration Coure
tees for twenty years and who has
been connected with employers’ organi-
sations should have some knowledze of
what iz meant by the New Order advo-
cated by those with whom he has ey
day contact. There may. be so
cuse for him not knowing the
conception of a new society for
things are anathema to him; his atter-
ances from time to time i
against the overthrow af the “ore
¢0 dear to him. Nevertheless, THE
D\\’ MUST Cf

ME.
wJic.

Why Mot Sleep in the Church?
‘The Vicar of Coders
Green, the Rev. . Cuthbert, adver-
tised for an assistant priest, aed eid
thateno howse was availuble. He had no

replies
“Then advertised that o house

would he able. He had - replies

from all over the kingdom

(Quuled in dom.”  London,

5/86.)
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~ CORRECTION

Several errors cropt into our last
issue. We hosten fo correct them.

In the report on the debate
SPA  ond the

Page 1, col. 1, line 53: "Char-
ity should read YCharter.””
Page 1, col. 3, line B: “Sociail-
iwm'* should read “Capitalism."
“"Consorship and Socialism.”
Page 2, col. 2, line 56: “Legis-
lation™ should read “'Copitalism.”

Answer 10 'Who wrote this?”

Murx and Engels in a leter to Bebel,
Liehknecht, Bracht and others, Seprem-
heré?;aﬂ‘!. Marx-Engels Correspondence
p. 37T

COMPANION
PARTIES

S.P. of CANADA: P.O. Box 1751,
Winnipeg, Man., Canada,

SP. of GHEAT BRITAIN: 2 Rugby
Street, London, W.C.1.

S.P. of NEW ZEALAND: P.O. Box
62, Petone, and P.O. Box 1929,

Aunckland.

PETONE MEETINGS: See local
ress.

AUCKLAND MEETINGS: Econo-
mics and Discussions  Class,
every Monday, 7.30 pm, Car-

penters Union Rooms,
Bank of Australasia Bui

ings,
East Street. and Karangohape
Road.
WORKERS SP. of US.: 27 Dock
Sr!nare. Boston 8, Mase.

HERE'S YOUR
OPPORTUNITY !

The Socialist Party will  send
Speakers to any Organisation &
explain the Socialist view on any
§n'hjeu affecting  working  class
interest

Ask Your Party. |

Ask Your Trade Union. |

Ask Your Organisation.

TO FORWARD YOUR

REQUEST.
WE WILL DO THE REST.
AND REMEMBER |
IT COSTS YOU NOTHING. |

S.P.A,

OBJECT. -The establishment of o system of society based wpon the
rommon ownership and demecratic control of the means and instruments for
produging and distributing wealth hy and in the interest of the whols com
munity.

The Socialist Partiez of Australin and New Zealand hold

1. The society as at present constituted ia hae
the means of living (ie. land, factories, roflways, ele. by t
saster class, and the consequent enslavement of the working «li
Tabonr alone wealth iz produced

2 That in society, therefore, there is an antagonism of intercsts, mani
festimg itzell as  clase struggle, hetween those who possess but do not produce,
and those who prodoce but do not posse

1. That this antagonism can be abolish
working class from the domination of the ms
the common property of 50
and their demoera

4, Tha

only by the emaneipation of the
er class, by the
ety of the means of production and distribation
ic contrel by the whole people.
« in the order of sacial evalntion the working
clase to achieve its freedom, the emancipation of the working
involve the emancipation of all mankind withent distinetion of race or =
5. That this emancipation must be the work of the working elass iraelf,
6. That as the machinery of government, including th med forces of
the nation: ists only 1o conserve the monopoly by the capitalist ¢
wenlih tuken from the workers, the working class must organise eonsciomaly
and politically for the conquest of the powers of povernment national and
local, in order that this machinery, ineluding these forces, moy be converted
from an instrument of oppression into the agent of emancipation und the
overthrow of privilege, ari and plutoeratic
7. That az all peliti parties are but the expression of closs iuterests,
and as the interest of the working elass is diametrically opposed to the
interests of all sections of the master clnss, the party seeking working class
emancipation must be hostile to every other party.
§. THE SOCIALIST PARTIES OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND
therefore enter field of political activn determined to wage war against
all other political parties, whether alleged Lahor or avowed Capitalist, and
call upon the members of the working class of this country to muster under
their banmer to the end that a speedy termination may be wronght to the
system which deprives them of the fruits of their labour and that poverty
may give place to comfort privilege to equality and slavery fo frecdom.
Thuse agreeing with the above principles and’ desicing enrolment, apply
1o nearest address
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THE BASIC WAGE — NOMINAL OR REAL

Tt is generally agreed that the £A1 is worth 12/6 compared with pre-
war e If we deduct the tax from the present basic wage we get the
following comparison with the pre-war basie wage:

Present purchas.

ing power
Basic Wage, Take home comparedl with
Tuly, 1946 Tax. pay . 1939,
£ 8 d s d £ s.od. § s d
SYDNEY . 119 9 1m o 7T 3 215 O
MELBOUR? 418 0 1nm e 4 63 213 0
BRISBANE 414 0 0 3 439 212 6

The ceal wage has been ceducad
allowance must be made for the

Avernge basic wage of 1939 was £4.
by approsimately 23 per cent. Furth
<hoddy nature of goods supplied to-d

N.B.—Notwithstanding the foregving, the
regse” of ane pound per week in the b

¥

mmunise Party proposes




