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OLI D Solidarity for social revolution is
y ARITY the new paper of the Solidarity
& National Group, In Decenber 1977
the 2 groups Solidarity and Social
Revolution merged, and this paper comes from a fusion of the 2 papers
Solidarity for self-management and Social Revolution. The paper will
be' produced approximately every 2 months. We welcome contributions and
letters - for the next issue please send them to Solidarity,Box 23,c/0
163 King St.,Aberdeen. To maximise involvement and democracy the edit-

L
ing and lay-out of Solidarity for social revolution will be rotated qunlqn

round different local editorial groups. This igsue was produced in ®

January 1978 by Solidarity members in Scotland. While the contents of connectlon

the paper generally reflect the politics of Solidarity articles signed

Oxford’s

by individuals don't necessarily represent the views of all members,

FUSION!
M o~

3

Solidariey aud Social Revelution
have werged, the new grovp retain=
ing the rame Solidarity. At our
last conference in Londan ia Oetob—
ar T977 che fusion was discuseed
in derail, ond thuugh thizs did nag
naks for an eltertaining wacEend
we were cwartudlly able to redch
agrececnt on the Tasis of the vew

sraup. Solidaricy's 'Ae Ve See It!
Ctatsment nes besn' awanded by the
i srged 'Toint

Iwsica of
see halow

'
ing of 'Point 3'{to Tewove

by the ra=word-
ist

ladzvage). & new ‘Foinc ' has
4ise been added to the longer '4s
We Dea't 3ee Ir' scatesment. & YEPS
ort by a joint workiag group o0 the
new peper was dgreed meon = Soiiu-
grity Lor socizl revolucion 1s Lo
Tome out. svery I muathe, with prod-
uetion vetaced rouns diffeveat edie—
arial groups. FProlonged discussion
Jver the srpanisational strusturs
F the pew group only saw ug gerting
tiore and more tied wp in kGoLs. Te
savc our saniry we decided to fuse
on the basis of Solidaeiry's press
ect grpanisatisonal strueture , ant
tn refer the whole matber to a now
working group wio would make
racortendations to a Future-zonf-
orerce. We should n't leave the
repoct on the October donfarence
without thanking Glasparclaw , the
sociaiist ang feminist Eolk groups
for the excellent cotertaimment ey
provided at the social.

Tn Decemher 1977 separats ballots
of all members of Splicarity and
Soeia) Revolubion were held Eo vote
= the govfersnce's resommendation
that the 2 graups inse om the hasis
0f che new 'hs We Sce Tr' and the
teport of the paper working group.
Memacrs of bogh groups voted by |
decisive wajorities in favevr of
the fisian. We hope and believe
that the incrcayed respurces the
fusion will bring will ble us
to make 2 greater coptributien te
the stTuggle to create d libertac-
iap =ocialist Society.

A5 e wet 1T

Following is the new spended
version of the besie statement of
Solidarigy's polirics t
1. Throughout the world, the vast
gaZovity of peapte have mo conrvol
whatagever over the decisions that
most decply snd directly affect
their liwes. They ssll their
lsbour power whila orhers who own
or control the weans of productien
accumulaie wealth, make fhe laws
and use the whole machimery of the
&tate ro perpetuate and,reinforee
their privileged posirions.

2. During fhe past cemtury the
Tivitig standardh of working peaple
have improved. But neither rfess
improved 1iving standards, aor tne
nationalisetien of the means of
production, nor the coming to
pewer of parties clalming to rep-
rosent the working class have
bagically altered the status of
the woTket as worksr., Nor have
they given rhe bulk of humanity
much fresdem outside of production.
Eagt and West, capitalism remains
an inhuman type of society whers
the vast majority are bossed at
work, and memipuleted in consump—
ripm and leisare. Propagsnda aud
police, prisens and schools,
traditional values and tradicional
morakity all serve to reinforce
the power of the few and to com~
whnce or coerce the many inte
acceptance of a brutal, degrading
and irratinnal system. The 'Coo=
munist' world is not communist snd
the 'Tree’ world is net free.

I councils romposed of elecced and

* management. Yet a soclalist

3. The trade unicns and the tre-
ditiomal parties of the l=ft
started in husiness vo change all
this, But they hawve come o Lermy
with the existing pattern of
axploitation. In Facr they are
acw mesential if exploiting society
e te concinue werking ssoothly.
The unions act a: middlemen in the |,
isbour markst. The politieal
pargies uss the struggles and
aspiraticns of the working class
for their oim ends. The degenera—
tion of warking clsss erganisations
icself rhe result of fhe failure
of the revalutionary movement,

has been a majer fsctor in erza-
ting working class apathy, which

in turn hes lsd to the further
degeneTatipn of both parties and
unions.

4. ‘Ihe trade unions and political

parries cannat he retormad, 'cap-
Tured, of convertsd inte imstru=
ments oF working class emanclipation,
Yo don't £all however for the
praclamazign of gew dniens, which
in the conditlons of roday would
syfler a simllaw fole to cre old
ensg, Hov do we vall for wilicanie
to tear up their union cards. Our
5 are sirply that the warlkers
themselves should dscide on Lhe
objectives of their struggles and
thet rhe contral ame nrganization
of these struggles should remain
firmly in their cwn hands. Ihe
foeus which Ehis self-aciivity of
The worslng vlass may take will
vary considerably from ceuntsy to
country and from industry Bo
industry. [ts baskc gontent will
.

5. Socialism j8 not just che
comnen owaership and contrel of
rhe means of pro on znd
disteiburion. It mepne squalify,
roal freedem, Teciprocal recogni-
tien and a radieal transfermation
in all human relations. It is
taon's positive self-consciousnass’ |
Tt is paople’s understanding of
their envirenment snd of Chem
selves, their domination avey theit
work and over such social inscitu=
rigns as chey wmay need Eo create.
These are not secondary aspects,
which will gucematicslly Eollow
the expropriation of the old
ruling class. On the concrary
they are hssenrial pavts of the
whole procass of sosial trama~
formation, for without them mu
gehuine soeial transformacion will
have taken plaoe,

6. A socialist sociery can theve—
fore only be built from balow.
Decisions coneerning preductiom
2nd work will be raken by workers'

fevacanle delegates, Decislons in
sther apeas will be takea on the
Gasis of rthe widasr poesible dis-
cudsion and consultation amomg the
people as @ whole. This demperati=
sation of society dewn To its very
roors is what we mean By 'workera'
power’ .

Self-tianaged institutions and
collsctivities will be the 1iving
framework of a free society. There
can b mo socialism without self=

soclory made up of lndividual self-
maneged units is not, of itself,
socizlist. Such socieries coeid
femain oppressive, unsqual and
anjust. They could be sexist oy
racist, could resrrict acgess to
knowledge or adopt uneritical
aktitudes towards Taxpertisa’.

He can imagine the individual units
of such a saciery - of whatever
size or complexity (fTom chicken
farms to continents) — compefing .
2= ‘colleetive capitalists'. Such
competition eowld only perpera-
ate eiienation and greate new
inequalities based on new divisions
of labour.

Genuine freedom will only be
passible when our lives are no
lomger the ohject of econcmic,
culrural and politiesl forces which

we cexperiency as sxterpal Lo oeur=
selyes, and which vanstentle tend
to reperacate capiralist or auchu-
ritarian soclal relation LS
social IsT sooiety ale tefors
abalish put only sncial classes,
hieraccnizs and olher stedctutss

of domination, but alse wage—labour
zad production for tne purpose of
sale or exchange on the market.

To £ulfill theiy needs wud desires
peuple would live 2nd work in free
co-operarion. The national
fronticrs of atmed states would

be replaced by a demseratic human
commnity, on a world . The
elimipation af comperition {=nd
the desay of competitive attitudes)
ould have profound social sEfecte
uhich we cap nardly imagine

today.

7. Meanimgful seriom, for reves
lutionaries, is wkatever imcreases
the confidancas, the autonomy, the
initiative, the participasion, the
solidarity, the equalitarian
teadencies and the self-acrivicy
of the masse: and whatever assists
in their demystificatien. Bterile
and hHarmful tion Ls wharCewer

T passivity of the
masses, their apathy, their
pynicism, theit differenviation
through hiararchy, their alicma~
tich, their retismee om others to
do things for them and rhe degres
ta which they cen therefore ba
manipulated by others — even by
those allegedly acting o thelr
behall.

9. Mo rulimg class in history

has aver rel inquished its pouer
without a struggle and our present
rulays are unlikely To be an
sxception. Power will only be
raksn Erom chem through the son—
scious, autonomous acticn of che
vast majority of the people them—
selves. The huilding of secialism
vill require rass vnderstanding and
mass participation. By their rigld
hierarchical strusturs, by their
ideas end by their activities, both
speial-democratic -and bolshevik
types of ‘organisations discourage
this kind of understanding and prev=
ent this kind of participation. The
idga chat socialism can somehow be
achieved by an elite party (however
*revplutionary') actisg 'on behalf
of' ths working class is both absurd
and resetionary.

3. e do nor accapt the yiew that
by itself the working clags can only
achieve a trade union consciousness.
On the contrary we believe that its
conditions of life and its exper—
{prices in production constantly
drive the working class ro adopt
prioriries and values and to £iad
methods of orgamisation which
challenge the established secial
order and cstablished patreorns of
thought. These responies are implic—
itly socialist. Ou rhe pther hand,
che working class s Fragmented,:
disposgessed of the means of commm-
icarion, and its various Sections
are at different levels of swareness
and conscicudness. The task of the
revolitiocnary organisation is to help
give proletarian Qonsciousness an
axplicitly secialist content, to give
practical assisrance to workers in
struggle and to help these in differ~
ent areas to cxchange experiences
and link vp wich one another.

10, We do pat seée ou¥selves as yat
ancther leadership, but verely ag$

an instrument for warking class
actiou. The function of SOLLDARITY
s to help all thoss who are ia
conflict with the present authorit=
arian social structurd, both in
indusery and in seciery ar large,

to generalise their experience, o
make = voral critiqus of their con=
divion awd of iks tauses, and to
develop the mass revolutionary
condciousness nacessary if socishy

is to be totally trsnsformed.

Wadham College, Oxford, has recently
opened a pew library - and a very
fine building it is too. The
trouble is that the library was
partly paid for by a donation of
£400,000 from Princess Ashraf
Pahlavi, twin sister of the Shah
of Iran, and has been named the
Ashraf Pahlavi Library.

Ashraf Pahlavi is a part—time
heroin smuggler and full-time
murderer. In Europe she has twice
been arrested at airports with a
load of heroin in her suitcase,
only to be released because of
diplomatic pressure from Iran. In
Iran she is reputed to have had a
journalist who criticized her
burned to death in fromt of her,
and whether this particular story
is true or not, it is certain that,
as a leading figure in one of the
cruellest and most repressive
regimes in the world, she is
responsible for the imprisonment,
torture, and murder of many
thousands of opponents.

The Iranian dictatorship is
very keen to create a favourable
image in Western Europe and the
USA, and the donation to Wadham was
no doubt expected to be an impor—
tant source of prestige, The
scheme backfired, however, thanks
to the efforts of the Iranian
student movement in Britaim, and
students at Wadham and other Oxford
colleges. When the Princess
visited Wadham in June 1976,. she
was greeted by an angry demonstra—
tion. Her bodyguards received some
rough handling, and Ashraf herself
had to be smuggled into the college
through a back door.

The Campaign Against Repression
in Iran (CARL) and Wadham Students’
Union are campaigning to have the
library renamed after Samad Behrangi
~ an Tranian authgr whe was murdered
by the dictatorship — and to have
a secticn of the library given over
to Persian books banned by the
regime. A mass picket of the
College was held on 29th November,
in which about 150 people took part
Much to the annoyance of the Collegg
authorities, books keep appearing
on the library shelves neatly
labelled “Samad Library".

The goal of this campaign -
changing the name of the library -
is symbolic in nature, but its real
value lies in spoiling the prestige

(Contd. at bottom of next colummn)
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I S HORTS

I:qundgreﬂe
liberation

& =

Posters and pendants proclaim: "It

ien't fair! Sign our petition!"”
Sure thing, but where's the peti-
tion? "Launderette Users Action
Committee: you are being forced to
pay twicel" So! Ar last, the
lgunderetting masses are rising up
~ against machines breaking down
in the middle of the wash, against
the shortage of clothes baskets,
against paying through the nose for
a basic human right!

But, dozy though you are, you
start to notice strange facts.
How come these beautifully printed
posters haven't been torn down?
(They're displayed in the windows
of launderettes all over London.}
And how are you suppesed to get in
on the action when the Action
Committee has no address or phone
number? And what's the protest
about?

Lt seems that the Water Authori-
ties are making the launderette
owners pay specially for the treat-
ment of their waste water. So you
are paying twice:once through the
rates, and again through these
special charges — which, unfortu-
nately, will have to be passed on
in increased prices. The new 35p
slot slides are being fitted next
month, and they won't break down.

LUAC has no address, but there's
a small notice that does have one:
LOLA, Launderette Owners London
Asgociation.

What about this special treat-
ment of waste water? Perhaps the
recent campaign by garage owners'
against private car washing pgives
us a clue. They claimed it was
better for the enviromment to have
your car washed by a garage, because
of the special treatment of garages’

waste water. But what treatment and
how?

It's we who get the treatment.
The detergent just geoes down the
drain.

The posters have disappeared.
But we're cenfident the struggle
will be taken up again, stronger
than ever!

that the Shah's regime hoped to
gain from the demation, and making
more people in Britain aware of the
extremes of poverty, repression,
and state brutality that exist in
Lran today, and of the need to
support the workers, peasants, and
students of Iran in their struggle.

DA,

Scotia bars gays

On Friday 2nd December six peo-
ple went for a drink in the Scotia
Lounge in Aberdeen: when two of them
went up to the bar, they were told
they wouldn't be served: the owner
told them, "We den't want you here.
Go elsewhere." Reasons given (to
the newspapers) were that the six
had been "cheeky, blatantly using
bad language and making unkind rem-
arks about other customers". Since
these accusatlons were untrue, the
six people and their friends dec—
ided the real reason for the ban
was that five of those banned are
homosexual and wear gay badges:
sympathisers with those banned
talked to the owner "off the
record" and he confirmed this,

Many people living and working
in the area immediately stopped
using the Scotia and several also
made their feelings known to the
owner, In mid-December a meeting
was organised by the six people
who'd been banmed, at the sugges~
tion of the local Libertarian

of trying to find out who was "bent”
and saying how being gay was "un-—
natural”, one of the men suddenly
stuffed a leaflet down one woman's
T-shirt, grabbed a handful of leaf-
lets from another and hit one of

the men in the face. When he tried
to pull the man off, a fourth person
was butted in the face: he lost two
teeth and had his nose broken. The
second man butted a woman and pun—
ched her in the face. The way the
men attacked made us think that was
what they were out to do from the
start.

The next day (Wednesday) the
two men who attacked the leaflet-
ters were fined £25 each. That
night about twenty pecple turned
up cutside the Scotia: we came hack
to show we hadn't been scared off,
and Lo affirm our opposition to
discrimination against gay people
and our support for them in the
fight against the prejudice and
sewism they face if they are openly
gay.

Leafletters outside the Scotia pub on the Wednesday night

Socialist Group. The six described
what had happened to about 20 sup-
porters.' They alsc told how the two
main gay organisaticns in Aberdeen -
the Scottish Minorities Group and
the University Gay Society have
been less than unanimous in their
support: many seemed to accept

the Scotia's version of events.

The meeeting decided to leaflet
regulars at the pub twice a night:
we wanted to gain their support.

Leafletting on Monday 19th and
early evening on Tuesday 20th went
very well: most customers took lezaf-—
lets and several spoke to the owner
against the ban.

Later on Tuesday evening five
leafletters had been outside the
pub only a few minutes when two men
tried to pull them inteo the bar
"to put their case to customers",
They stayed outside and the two men
followed. After about ten minutes

Next evening a dozen of us were
outside the Scotia when the two me
arrived with seven wates (all big-
locking). We reckon the owner must
have been afraid of more. trouble
(and more bad publicity for his
pub) because soon after sevaral
loads of police arrived and bluntly
told the leafletters to move on
or they'd be arrested for disobey-
ing a lawful police ordexr — they
moved on.

At the moment the six are still
banned and no further action is
planned. Most people are resigned
to this, but the support from non-
gays is encouraging for the fulure
= many won't use the pub again.

The coverage in the local pap-
ers wasn't all hostile and wmight
help non—gays in general to realise
that gay people exist and many of
them are prepared to show they
exist, &5 people and not as the
alien oddities some “comadians”
would have you believe.
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It's often difficult to work out
where a story begins,but this one
probably starts with the publicat—
jon in Tondon's "Time Out',May I976,
of an article entitied "The Faves-—
droppers". The authors were Mark
Hosenball and Duncan Campbell,both
to hecome better known.

Campbell was a clever and irrev—
erent young journalist from Dundee,
who'd already made waves asg an
electrenics whizz-kid and a phone
phreak before turning his insatiable
curiosity towards military state
communications,which he investigat—
ed by carefully pilecing together
official information and extrapol—
ating. On leaving university he was
able to use his talents to find a
niche in the expanding group of
journalists investigating covert
state activities 1m the wake of
Watergate,Poulson,the CTA revelat—
ions,etec. Hosenball,an American,was
another.

"The Eavesdreppers’ (re—printed
in Undercurrents 24,still available)
concerns the vast network of'listen-
ing posts' which moniter the commun-—
ications of the world for the west's
military Signals Intelligence
(SIGINT). In Britain its run from
General Communications HQ,Chelten—
ham, and employs a2 great multitude
to spy on communicatiens both
internal and external. The 3 biggest
bases (Chicksands,Edzell,and Menwith
Hill) are,however , run by the U.S.
National Security Agencytand British
Intelligence has little or no con—
trol over them. This last revelat-
ion probably got up scomecnes nNose,
because things began to happen.

A month later,on June 30th,
Winslow Peclk,the.ex—NSA man who had
provided background for the article
was turned back at Heathrow. And
on November Ilth,deportation orders
were served on Hosenball and ex-CIA
man Philip Agee. A certain low
cunning 1s evident in the way 2
journalists who hardly knew each
other were smeared as part of some
nebulous conspiracy "prejudical to
the interests of the state", Prot-
ests were made,and Agee ran a
ferocious campaign,but mud sticks,
and the concession of an appeal
tribunal gave the usual illusion
of "British justice". This of course
was a complete whitewash - it con—
sisted of "three wise men"

{monkeys?) from the military who
would sit and listen to evidence
| for the defence,and then put the

* The NSA is the military equivalent
Lb‘Of the CIA

official seal on the deportations,
However the defence might at leasc
find put hew the authorities had
been offended,by presenting all
conceivably relevant evidence,and
watching the tribunal's reactioms.
The fun began when Campbell
explained that he had written most
of "The Favesdroppers'" and that all
the Information had come from leg-
itimate scources. These Iingluded
telephone directories,which he'd
used to locate SIGINT bhases,some
of whieh he then phoned to obtain
further useful infermation from
staff. The tribunal appeared aston-
ished by these facts,and had them
repeated. It looked as though the

reason for Hosenball's expulsion

Crispin Aubrey
had been found....but Bosenball,
along with Agee,was still deported,
despite Campbell's apparent demol-
ition of the case against him.
Hosenball had already done sterling
work exposing the CIA in Britain,
so '"The Eavesdroppers"might just
have been the last straw.

The hearings ended on February
3vd 1977,and on the 8th ITV devoted
"World In Action” uo the case.
Campbell was well to the fore,cheer=~
fully repeating how he'd researched
for "The Eavesdroppers',and giving
the viewers a demonstration of how
to "read" the telephone directory.
Meanwhile the Agee—Hosenball Defence
Committee was being watched by MI5,
an action which invoved a number
of thefts,including that of the
treasurer's records from his car.
Among the contacts they discovered
John Berry,an ex—army corporal whe
had worked in SIGINT before guitt-
ing in I970. He contacted the comm-
ittee expressing deep concern at
the state's "parancid reaction" to
Agee and Hosenball ,and mentioned
NSA's hold over British SIGINT.
Thus 1t was inevitable that he'd
meel Campbell,and a meeting between
them was srranged for February I8th
at Berry's home in Morth Tondon.

OFFICIAL — the ch
SECRETS

Crispin Aubrey,another- journalist,
came aleng too.

MI5 knew all this - they'd been
tapping Berry's phone since the T4th
- and saw a rare chance to knobble
2 birds with I stone. The Special
Branch were called,swooped on
Berry's flat,and spirited the 3
men off to the local police
station,where they were beld for
2 days without access to solicit-
ors or friends,who made loud moisesg
outside, They were then given a
perfunctory interrogation,charged
under Section 2 of the O0fficial
Secrets Act,and put into Brixzton
Prison where they were kept apart
from other prisoners.

Campbell and Aubrey were out omn
bail in a few days,but Berry was
considered so dangerous that it
took 3 weeks to get him out. Not
that getting out was much of a
consolation — they had n't to
repeat 2 word of what they'd said
on the I8th and had to report daily

John Bertry
to the police. Their flats had been
searched ; Campbell's place in
Brighton had been almost cleaned
out of files (including an entire
filing cabinent), along with books
{but only the first half of the
alphabet!),waste paper baskets,and
Campbell's secrat weapon — his tele-
phone directories. His work as a
journalist was made very difficult
by this. Special branch folowed him
around,and harassed acquaintances,
including Aubrey/Berry's solicitor
and a reporter who had stood bail
for Aubrey. These were joined later
by various correspondents of Camp—
bell's,who received'visits',which
culminated in the actual arrest of
Stephen Wright,a student at Lancast-
er researching "The Social Tmplic—
ations of Policing and Death Tech-
nology. He was released,but a let

of his files were n't.

These Kafkaesque manoeuvres were
totally cut of proportion to the
charges against the 3 men : the
maximum penalty under Section 2 of
the Official Seerets Act is 2 years.
This section is the most all-embrac-—
ing part of a very comprehensive
picce of politiecal legislation —
under it any transmission of "effic—
ial information” from a past or
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ains begin to ti

present state emplovee tc an
"unauthorised person" is an offence
for both of them., "0fficial inform-
ation means almost anything offic-
ial that has n't been cleared for
publication - including things like
recipes and numbers of paper clips.
The Labour Party is actually pledged
to repeal Section 2 because of its
threat to journalists,and a campaion
was based around this embarassing
fact.

It was neatly scuppered on May
24th,when Berry and Campbell were
landed new charges under Sectien I.
These specify that "for a purpose
prejudical teo the safety or the
interests of the state",information
was passed "which might be directly
or indirectly useful to an enemy"

= in other words a charge of Spving
and one which can lead to I4 years
imprisonment. Aubrev's new charge,
under Section .7,was "aiding and
abetting’ the other 2. To underline

climax was the appearance of Colonel

the apparent dreadfullness of
e P [N

Duncan Camphell
Campbell's actions,he was presented
on August 9th with ancther charge
under Section T,this time with
gathering "information about defence
communications which might directly

or etec. ete.”

All that needed to be done was
to put them on the 9 month waiting
list for the 0ld Bailey,which was
the occasion for an extraordinary
10 day hearing at Totctenhan Magist-
rates Court last November. The main
prosecution evidence,a tape the 3
men had made of their conversation
back in February,was heard in
camera. The defence got their own
back when the prosecution tried to
call Colonel "A',a senior Defence
person,but refused to let the de-
ence knew who he was on the grounds
that the defence lawyer had worked
for that "unreliable" organisation,
the National Council for Civil
Liberties. After noisy protests
the witness was withdrawn and the
NCCL vindicated.

The defence zlso embarassed the
Special Branch by asking them about
phone-tapping (ne answer) and some
of the strange things they removed
from Campbell's flat — including

Evidence against Campbell consisted

.

"the Female Eunck" (police spelling).

of correspondence he'd had with
various people (including a monk

at Ampleforth and one of his pupils)
about military communications,
implying he'd been up to terribly
subversive things,despite the fact
that all of hi$ information had

come from legitimate suurces., The

"B' (a.k.a. Colonel H.A.Johnstone)
who arrived hot from SICINT to
attest to the horror of Berry's
crime. Indeed he seemed unahle to
believe that such a thing had
happened. "It would never enter
my head ro discuss SIGINT with the
general public," he said. Gosh,

The trial's due this autumn (7),
and there's a good chance of an
acquittal — a corporal 7 vears out
of the army is unlikely to know
anything vital that's not already
published,and the case against
Campbell is pure innuendo. The
Aubrey/Berry/Campbell Defence Comm—
ittee has been successful so far

FoLoNEL X7

in raising cash for the defence:
write to cfe "Time Out",374 Grays
Inn Road,London Wel for propaganda,
badges,baps,T shirts.

But,you might ask,is there any
real coherence in this sequence
of events? Am I just not being
paranoid? One persistent thread
is the U.S. connection,the NSA
dominance in SIGINT noted by Berry,
Campbell,and Hosenball, The recent
crash of a US U2 spyplane in Cyprus
hints at its extent. Hosenball has
alse written of CIA influence in
British politics,exposing CIA
‘frontmen’ like Rohert Moss,now of
the sinister and influential
National Assgociation for Freedom.
Abroad its believed that the CIA
engineered the downfall of the
Australian Labour government - for
endangering a STGINT base. Curiously
enough the Americans themselves
don"t seem too worried about rev-
elaticns of their power - when
Hosenball returned
‘to the U.8. he was easily
dable te get security clearance as
White House correspondent. But why
should they worry? Its only 3rd
rate powers like Britain that stand
to lose prestige if its shown how

little contrel they have over their

ghten

own destinies.

And SIGINT itself,important
enough to sacrifice a government -
but 'about which we still know very
little. I'd guess that an examinat—
ion of SIGINT's' actions within the
"free world" would be very interest
ing. A strong interest in SIGINT
unites the people I've written
about,and its clear from Colonel
Johnstone's remarks that they'd
rather remain out of public wview.
In his eyes the "enemy" Berry and
Campbell were aiding was the Brit-
ish public,for whom he probably
feels more antipathy than the
Russian military,who ne can at
least understand. In fact the whole
slant of the Official Secrets Act
is against internal 'subversives'
rather than foreign spies (whom its
unlikely to stop) and its been
largely successful in keeping
knowledge of things like SIGINT
minimal. Such a cleoak of secrecy
is likely to have bred incredible
abuses of power ,and the systematic
vehemence directed at those who've
challenged 1t shows a general fear
of exposure.

So what can we do? All this talk
of vast organisations and world
powers can be very depressing for
those of us who challenge them -
but if they're so scared of expos-
ure ,that shows they can be hurt
by further probing. Campbell,Agee,
and Hosenball have been neutralised,
but other journalists replace them,
and,at a recent NUJ/NCCL conferencs
they pledged themselves'to publish
and be banned'. Its up to the rest
of us to help them.

Finally,it should be remembered
that organisations like SIGINT are
kept going by ordinary working
people ,who have a habit of stand-—
ing up for themselves if they 've
had enough. "The Eavesdroppers"
mentions a strike against the
brutal and pointless bombing of
North Vietnam by the NSA staff who
guided the U.S. bombers,and NSA and
CIA have produced "renegades" like
Peck and Agee. But its John Berry
who's probably the best example,

2 man who spent 5 years with SIGINT
before turning his back on it to
become a social worker among
delinquent children. He was so
enraged by the treatment of Agee
and Hosenball that he put his free-
dom at stake by giving what
information he had - which can't
have been much. There are others
like him,ordinary soldiers who have
been politicised by what they 've
seen in the army,and there will be
more,as long as sgldiers are people,
not robots. These are the cones whose
knowledge and anger have most
potential to knock down the whole
oppressive structure.

Niall M.
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! Although it could be a mistake
to view any ‘and every strike by
groups of workers as having an
ipherent revalutienary value of its
own, particulariy if it's over dif-
ferentials, the present fire—
fighters' strike must surely be

the latest in a succession of at—
tempte by public sector workers to
take on the government {and hence
the state, the biggest employer of
i a1l) directly and challenge the so-—
czlled 'veluntary' wage restraint
of 10%. The last three years of
Labour povernment have seen big
strikes by nurses, teachers and

‘ dustmen, Local government manual
iworkers, health service workers:

and ambulance workers have all

!put in claims above the 107

i guideline. These workers are not
rraditionally militant and the fire-
fighters are on strike for the first
time in their sixty years

istence.

P

‘ As soon as the strike started

i the Timpartial' press and TV laun-

f chied themselves intc a massive anti-~
sirike campaign. Mass regular view-

; ing programmes like "Nationwide'
{carried out a consistent attack on
Ethe firefighters trying to depict

| them as aggressive and thug-like
‘on the picket-line, while the press,
{ playing on peoples' prejudices,
labelled the Fire Brigades Union

| (FBU) as a "militant" union. Yet

daspite this public support for
them has been widespread. As one
fireman we spoke to put it:

“The government never honestly

; thought that we would come ocut on

ike. When we did come out on

‘ cike they theught it would only
i last three or four days. They tho-
ught that public opinion like the
pover workers would drive us back
ta work."

Tu the last eleven years there
have been four major inquiries into
the firemens' job and rates of pay,
none of whese recommendations have
been fully implemented. The most
cacent, the McCarthy Report, rec—

{ onmanded that the firemens' rate

i of pay should be compared gemerally
with all other jobs in the commumity
and that they should be paid the

{ 'ayerage weekly adult male wapge

' for manual workers plus 10%' which
ig what the firefighters are asking.
!Tha job is extremely dangerous =

i izat year alone saw five firemen
1led on duty and 340 seriously
rijured — and often ‘entails working
ong hours. The inecreasing number
of chemical incidents has meant the
| firefighters' job has beccome a more
"Tighly skilled one as well as haz—
ardous.

The gevernment from the start
i have made their intentiouns clear.

|

Firemen told us:
"Ag -far as the government is con-
cerned they don't care how manv
people lose their lives".

The main function of the 107
pay limit (supposedly to keep
down inflation) is basically to
protect British capitalism as a
whole. If the government can show
foreign capital that it can keep
wages down, particularly in the
public sector, this encourage more
investment in Britain (where the
rate of exploitation will be cons~
equently higher). Three years of
wage reéstaint in Britain (in
real terms a reduction in wages)
has had little effect on the rate
of inflation; it wasn't meant to,
high inflation rates and high un-
employment are not things peculiar
to Britain but are symptoms of the
crisis threoughout thr werld.

Whether the firefighters are
totally committed to breaking the

tion.

"People I've spoken to-... most
of them are against the 107 guide—
line. It's just not on for most
groups of lew-paid workers", was
one response. More recently there
has been the demand from the exec—
utive of the FBU for the recall of
the TUC to back a 'naticnal camp-
aign against the 107 pay.''law"'.

Yet there 1s a tendency among
the more conservative to regard
themselwes as a "special g¢ase" and
the particular nature of their job
has reinforced this attitude.

The need to support the fire-
fighters raises the question of
uniting resistance within the pub-
lic sector against the spending
cuts. The struggles of public serv-
ice workers for higher wages must
be seen as part of the general res-
istance against the attack on the
soeial wage of the working class,
where low wages lead to difficul-
ties in retruiting staff.

A victory for the firefighters
against the imposed wage restraint
would most likely result in a whole
wave of pay increases for oth-
er groups of workers as has happened
before. When the 447 pay norm was
enforced under the last Labour gov-—
ernment in 1969, gains for the teac-

_hers, dugtmen and mipers came in

10% wage lifnit is a difficult gques—-

TOBLAZES WITH

the context of a general working
class fight against it.

1t would be a mistake, however,
to ses the issue as purely one of
wages, as the traditional left gr-
oups tend to, although in the imm-
ediate sense most of the firefight-
ers probably regard wages as being
more important than anything else,
Beneath this thongh lie other grie~
vances; long hours, hazardous con-
ditions and the whole way their
work is orpanised, with the hier-
archy of fire officers above them.
One fireman had this to say about
the officers' job:

"The officers come en the scene
when the fire has already been tack-
led. They're present in a purely
supervisory capacity ... The most
annoying thing about this whole
strike is that NAFQ (National Ass—
ociation of Fire Oficers) are
blokes who started the same as us.
They should understand our case''.

From a lLibertarian viewpoint it
is important to realise that there
have been big changes in att-
itudes towards the work since the
beginning of the strike, Most fire-
meén agree that 'the fire service
will never be the same again'. Most
of the fire officers have crossed
picket linés and given advice to
troops. A common opinion was:

"The problems with the Fire
Brigade will only start when-this
strike finishes. The Fire Officers
are going to say 'do this, do that’
and we're either going to down
tools or say 'bugger off!""

Firefighters have been forced
to think much more about the role
of their werk in capitalism,; bas-
ically that of defending property.
Firemen have always agreed to leave
picket lines for rescue operations
when life was in danger. The army
have little experience in fighting
fires and are certainly not equip~
ped to save lives., Nevertheless the
use of the army as & strike-break-
ing force is nothing new ‘to the
Labour government; they used them
against the Glasgow dustcart drivers

The government's biggest lie is
that the army can cope: but if ’
Shell's oil storage tanks at Aber—
deen harbour caught fire there is
only one fire tender which could
tackle the blaze and only trained
firefighters could operate it —
the tender is lying in & bay at the
King Street Fire Station and the
firefighters are on strike.

For a group of workers not trad-
iticnally known for their militancy
and surviving without strike pay
their determination is impressive
to say the least. Scottish firemen
planned to picket all pits and docks
to call for a day of strike action,
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WAGE RESTRAINT

Bill Craig, Scottish Region FBRU
chairman, has said:

"We have let it be known that..

. we feel that the strike will
not be won by lobbies of Parlia—
ment."

Despite the most recent decis—
ign taken by the FBU executive to
try and end the B-week old strike
by recalling the delegate confer-
ence, the first reactlons from
branches in Strathelyde, South
Yorkshire, Merseyside and Hamp-
shire indicate that they are not
prepared to give in.

For the strike to be success-
ful, further strike action from
other workers, prdbably against
the imstructions of their union
bureaucracies, in sympathy with
the firefighters in mecessary.
This could be the first step to-
wards greater solidarity within
the public sector as a whole

Guy Taylor 9/1/78
(The above was based on a shoret
interview with the firefighters at
the picket line in King Street,
Aberdeen. in December.)

Dear Solidarity for social revolution,

While T sympathise with indivi-
duals responding to the Firefighters®
ctiaim for a wage increase as a
["special case", I did not see their
strike as a struggle which a soc-
ialist organisation should have
supported.

I think that their 30% claim
would have wrecked the Government's
Income Policy with its 10% guide-
1ine. There seems to be a wide-
spread unexamined assumption that
smashing the Incomes Policy would
be a good thing, but.l think that
it amounts to a "transitional
demand" f.e. it is a demand which
the present social order cannot
concede without destroying itself.
And if wage demands do wreck the
Incomes Policy then the majority
of the workers involved will have
brought about a change which they
did not originally intend.

The likely outcome of uncontrol-
led inflation seems to be a change
to a radically more authoritarian
regime.

To say this is not to "prop up
capitalism". The overthrow of
capitalism is unlikely in the near
Tuture. TT the present form of cap-
italism (deformed sociaT democracy?)
busts a gut then, given the present
level of socialist awareness, it
will certainly be replaced by an-
other form of capitalism.

Did the Firefighters themselves
want to smash the Incomes Policy?
R recent. leaflet says:"There are

Solidarity welcomes

LETTERS

Tetters from readers

ways the Government could meet gur

claim without damaging the guide-
line."

I advocate an alternative stra-
tegy for all public service workers'
pay campaigns (L am one myself, by
the way.) While each group campaigns
for its own "spacial case" in wage
demands from the Government quest-
ions of wage equality and inequal-
ity are never raised. (There is an
analogy with making demands on &
father figure while leaving the
responsibility totally in his
hands.) I think that socialist
consciousness and the conditions
of the Tower paid wil) both be ad-
vanced (under capitalism) if gr-
oups of workers are required to
account to each other for wage in-
equality.

L am not sneering at those
socialists who did support the
Firefighters' struggle. Certainly,
once you had decided to support
them there were all kinds of
valuable contacts that could be
riade on a continying basis.

(This is, however, a “spin-off"—

not a reason to support a dispute

you didn't agree with in the first
place.)

Also people in claimants unions
are doing a Tot of good helping the
Firefighters with their Social
Security claims. If I was a claim-
ant I wouTd have actively supported
this ~— helping the strikers s
fellow claimants.

John Cowan

| OUR PRINTERS.........

A PRISONERS AID GROUP is being
formed by Cambridge Anarchists.
They'd welcome donations of books
for prisoners and names of prison-
ers who want books. Write Raf Salkie
WI4,Queens College Cambridge.

The printing of SOLIDARITY FOR
SOCIAL REVOLUTION will,where feas-
ible,be rotated along with the
editing and lay-out to the nearest
community printer. This issue was
printed by ABERDEEN PEOPLES PRESS,
to whom many thanks for advice and
factlities for lay-out. For inform-
ation on APP's cheap printing
service for left and community
groups contact APP,I63 King St.,
Aberdeen. Tel Aberdeen (STD 0224)
29669.

SOLIDARITY PAMPHLETS : for details
of the many pamphlets available
write Londen or Cxford Solidarity

SOLTDARITY CONTACT ADDRESSES
ABERDEEN - SoTidarity,Box 23,c/0
I63 King St.Aberdeen.

LONDON - Selidarity,I123 Lathom Rd,
Londen E6.

0XFORD - Salidarity,c/o EDA Books
34 Cowley Rd,0xford.

Far contacts in other areas please

write to the above.
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The strike at Highlands Fabric-
ators Nigg yard in the spring of
1577 was noteworthy both for the
ruthlessness displayed by the Com—
pany,and for the extremes of co-
operation between management and
Union officials in their attempts to
end the strike. The Company advert-—
ised a non—existent strikers' mass
meeting to sow confusion and disrupt
the workers' organisation. The '
Unions flew the entire Shop Stewards
Committee to London to be told by
national officials that there must
he a return to work — with all the
plane fares paid for by Highlands
Fabricators.Although it took place
just under a year ago we think the
story of the strike raises issues
of sufficient importance to merit
deseribing here.

Highlands Fabricators is jointly
owned by 2 giant firms,Brown and
Root of Houston and George Wimpey,
and was formed specifically to
build platforms for the North Sea
oilfields,at Nigg on the Cromarty
Firth in the morth of Scotiand.

The shop floor workers,mainly but
not exclusively men,are I00% union-—
ised,largely through the Boilermak-—
ers,AUEW (Constructieon and Hngineer-—
ing sections),and EETPU. The work-
force varies from arcund 800 to
2,000 ,being periodically boosted
by the importation of considerable
numbers of travelling workers,mainly
from central Scotland. Workers are
taken on and laid off acecording to
the stage of the platfom's con—
struction. The platform building
industry is currently depressed

and if there is not another order
to follow when ¢ne platform is com—
pleted,its the dole for everyone.

In November 1976 the management
pressed the Stewards Committee to
sign a 'Declaration of Intent' on
a productivity agreement designed to
increase productivity by 40Z. Under
strong pressure from both management
and the full-time officials the Comm—
ittee by a majority agreed to sign
the document without it ever being
put to the workforce. The shop floor
only learnt of the agreement for
definite some weeks later when "Nigg
Worker' {produced by Soclalist Worker
supporters),having 'obtained' a copy
of the agreement,reproduced it in a

bulletin circulated round the yard.
The anger felt by many workers at
this episode was to influence att-
itudes in the strike. In January 1977
an '‘Addendum' to the productivity
agreement was signed under conditions
of the preatest secrecy. Only the
full-time officials and members of
the Nagotiating Committee of the Shop
Stewards CommilLLee ever saw copies

of the document.

The immediate issue of the strike

part of the Platform Completion Ponus
This was paid according to the number
of worker hours taken to build the

r plat{orm, and was expected to be worth
£600 to a skilled grade worker with

a full attendance record since the

—

was 4 cut in the 'Manhours Saved" (sic)

start of the platform. Few bonuses
cperate without severe disadvantages
to the workers,but this one was
particularly bad, It was extremely
complicated and virtually impossible
for the workers to monitor. Further,
being dependent on reducing the number
of worker hours spent on the job,it
set up a conflict between fighting
redundancies and keeping up the bonus
level. Although some of the Stewards
had their susplcions earlier,High-
lands Fabricators gave no indication
that the bonus was going to be lewer
than anticipateéd,until a sudden ann—
ouncement on March Ist I977.

Ist MARCH : Highlands Fabricat—
ors management ignore usual proced-
ure by releasing new bonus figures
to the workforce through the site
foremen,without going through the
Shop Stewards Committee, The bonus
is now to be £2C0 instead of £600,
The Stewards Committee meet and aflter
congiderable discussion decide un-—
animously te recommend strike action
to the workfaorce. Mass meetings of
each of the 3 shifts are held.

Why has the bonus been cut by two-—
thirds? The Company is to argue that
its because there has not been as
many redundancies as expected. But,
why should workers have to choose
between mass redundancies and a wage
cut? Some allege that there has not
been sufficient allowance made for
design changes, There is evidenca
that poor management has held up the
job., Bad communication between fore—
men, supervision who do not have suff-
icient knowledge of engineering. One
shift would put up some fabrication
- then the next shift would unde
the work end do it again differently.

Most of the workforce seem to look
on the situation as opposition to
a wage cut — they had expected £600
and are only getting £200. By a sub-
stantial majority the workers vote
for strike action. The strike starts
at midnight.

2nd — 3rd MARCH : No outcome from
talks involving shop stewards,full-
time officials,and management.

4th MARCH :™A mass meeting. The
officials - CGray(AUEW) ,Lafferty (AUEW
Construction) ,MeCartney(Boilermakers),
and Souza(EETPU) - argue that the
workers should return to work to safe-
guard the yard's future. The stewards
by a majority recommend the strike

Steite
i)

The platform under construction
shortly before the strike

continue . The workers vote unanim-
ously to stay out.

Over the next few days all workers
at the yard receive threatening
letters. The letters are from High-—
lands Fabricators,dated March 4th,
and state that if the workforce stay
on strike a new order being awarded
by Chevron will be lest and the yard
will be closed,

The threat was almost certainly
phoney propaganda. All the evidence
suggests that design work,erdering
of materials,and other plans for the
order were too far advanced for it
to be cancelled without great diff-
iculty. The indiastry orientated
magazine "The Cilman' in its issue
of I9th March,when the strike was
still going stromg,confidently pre-
dicred that Chevron's new order would
still go to Highlands Fabricators.

5th MARCH A large advert add-
ressed to the Nigg workers appears
in the local end national press.
"We,National COfficials of the follow-
ing unionms,instruct all our members
to report back to work immediately"
ig the message from Boilermakers,
AUEW,and EETPU officials. The Comp-
any's letter to the strikers,dated
March 4th,advises thew that an advert
from their Union will be im the papers
the next day - the ad appears to be
a joint effort hy the officials and
Highlands Fabricators,with the Com—
pany paying the bill.

6th MARCH : The yard is open for
a return to work. No-one returns to
work.

7th MARCH Rab Wilson,Convener of
the Shop Stewards Committee,states
in the press that the officials were
wrong to place the ad in the papers -
any decision to return to work could
only be made by a mass meeting.
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ands Fabricators' £25m fabrication yard zt MNigg Bay

In pubs and shops all over the
area posters appear advertising a
mass meeting for the Nigg workforce
at Bam the next day. The Energy
Secretary Dickson Mabon informs STUOC
Genexal Secretary Jimmy Milne that
the government is anxicus for an
early return to work.

8th MARCE : Jimmy Milne,invited
north by AUEW official Tommy Gray,

the officials and hundreds of workers

arrive for the meeting. However it
transpires that no meeting has been
called by the stewards ,and that the
extensive advertising for the meet—
ing is the work of Highlands Fabrie-
ators management! Presumably their
intention is to sow confusion amongst
the strikers and weaken their org-—
anisaticon. However their plan back-
fires - the workers anger is directed
at the Company.

In talks in Aberdeen involving
J ity Milne,Highlands Fabricators
managing director Kevin Barry,
Chevron managing director Glen
Shurman,3 of the officials,and a
delegation of 6 from the Stewards
Committee,the Chevron representat—
ives claim that if there is not a
quick return te work Chevron will
take their next rig away from High—
lands Fabricators.

9th MARCH : The shop stewards,
ngeting to consider the report—
sack from the Aberdeen meeting,
sote I0-6 to recommend a return to
sork,despite some stewards arguing
that Chevrons' threats are a bluff.

I0th MARCH ; At the mass meeting
zonvener Rab Wilsen puts the major—
ity view of the Stewards Committee
that the strike should end because
of the risk of iosing the next order.

|

His speech is greeted by uproar. Work-|
ers shout"The shop stewards have got
cold feet and sold us down the river"
and "If we give way on this the next
rig won't be worth having" Loud
objections are made to a vote being
taken in the absence of the travell-
ing workers who have returned to their
homes. After discussion the stewards
agree to adjourn the meeting till
March I5th to allow the travelling
workers te be present.

I5th MARCH The convener once
more puts the stewards recommendation
for a return to work. By now many
workers see the strike as cne of
principle,and consider the future
balance of forces in the yard to be
at stake — the productivity deal is
there waiting to be implemented; The
workforce votes by a small majority
to stay out.

2Ist MARCH : At the rTequest of AUEW
(Const.) efficial Baldwin Highlands
Fabricators pay for the entire Shop
Stewards Committeee tc be flown to
London to meet national officials.
Urged by the officials to recommend
a return to work to another mass
meeting, the stewards refuse, Baldwin
presses for the opportunity to him—
self address a mass meeting of the
workforce. The stewards agree.

23rd MARCH : Tommy Lafferty,AUEW
Construction official, states on TV
that the yard will close unless the
workforce vote the next day to return
to work.

24th MARCH : At the mass meeting
Baldwin ,speaking on behalf of his
national executive,states that the
workforce must end the strike or the
yard will close. After a rowdy meet-
ing,the vote is confused but Baldwin
announces a majority for a return
to work,and immediately jumps off
the platform to leave. He is surroun—
ded, jostled and pinned against a
barbed wire fence by angry workers.
Police iptervene and escort him to
a waiting car.

25th MARCH : Police are pregent at
the yard gates as the workforce
returns to work.

In the
return to

negotiations following the
work the "Manhours Saved"
bonus was fixed at £I%97,and a new
component worth £192 was added to
the bonus., Since the £I92 barely

Working in one of the fabrication
shops at: Nigg

| ment and officials against the wishes

'management's proposal was put to the

covered wages lost during the strikJ
the outcome,in financial terms,was
certainly a defeat.

The strike was noteworthy for the
ruthlessness of -Highlands Fabricat—
ors management. They had no qualms
about threatening to close the yard,
putting T,500 workers on the dole.
Their move in advertising a non-
existent mass meeting would not have
disgraced ex—President Nixon's Dirty
Tricks Department. The threat of the
vard's closure is always likely to
be used by Highlands Fabricators-
they have stated in the past that
there is mot much at Nigg that could
not be packed up and floated away,
and they have always refused to give
the Local Authority any guarantee
about the life of the yard. This
is similar to the situation in the
91l industry generally. The Compan-
ies" concern is with shert term
profitability. When the "boom" is
over they can always pack up and go
off to make money elsewhere in the
warld,

The other side of Highlands Fab-—
ricators strike strategy was their
close co—operation with the Trade
Union officials and official T.U.
structure — against the warkforce.
From the very start of the strike
the management and the officials
shared the same immediate objective=—
for the workforce te return to work
immediately without insisting on any
prior concessions by the Cowmpany.

To achieve this they worked closely
together in such moves as the press
adverts and flying the stewards to
London.

This co-operation between manage-—

of the workfovce occurs constantly
at Highlands Fabricators. In inter-—
views with shop stewards and other
workers we were told repeatedly thatj
the efficials worked much morecleseld
with management than they did with
the shop stewards,and ‘that in disp—
utes the officials had a definite
tendency to side with management.
Shop, stewards described how manage—
ment used the cfficials — if they'
were putting forward a controvers—
ial proposal they would first contact)
the officials and informally werk
out a deal with them. Then when the

shop stewards committee the
management and officials would pres-—
ent a united front for its acceptance.
We were also told by many workers
of other close ties between manage-—
ment and eofficials. They alleged
that when visiting the area for
negotiations the 4 ¢fficials - Gray,
Lafferty,McCariney,and Souza —
frequently stayed overnight in acc—
opmodation paid for by the company,
either in the camp at Nigg or in a
hotel. Workers also alléged that
pfficials,particularly Lafferty and
MeCartney ,were often to be seen
socialising and drinking with
management.

This collusion between management

Continued next page
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ad Trade Union officialdom is a
wopiral feature of employment today,
i beth the privace and state sectors.
Jusl us the Labour government uses
the TUC General Council to hold

back rank and file trade unionists
rationally,so'progressive wanage—
menls use the local full time offic-—
ials to keep their cumployees in
check. In many situations workers
jare now Loo strongly crgaunilsed to

be smashed into submission in open
Latele — its more effective to have
‘them stabbed in the back by people
twho are supposed to be their allies.
The T.U, hierarchy may often believe
that they are acting in the best
interests of workers,but they becone
remote from the experiences and
beliefs of the rank and file and,
constantly mixing with mapagement
and government representatives,they
acquire some power and influenee in
the capitalist system. The T.U.
structure they are working within
accepts the system's priorities of
profivability and the need for
“orderly industrial relations".

T.U. afficialdom 1s now an integral

part of the capitalist system —
positive change can only come from
the mass of working people.

At the begioning of the dispute
the Shop Stewards Committee were
fighting against the cut in the bonus
along with the workforce as a whole,
and ¢ame out in criticism of such
moves as the Officials'. adverts in
the press. Afcer a week of the dis-
pute however the majority of the
Comwitree started pressing for a

of the strike the Committee allowed
themsalves to be dsed in the offic-
ilals' attempts to railroad the
workforce back to work.In the yard
igenerally the Stewards Committee are
ipanuine representatives of the work-—
in that they are directly elected
iby the shep floor,remain workers at

¥

|the yard,and can be mandated ‘through

LANDS FABRICATORS Contd. from p.9.

return to work,and in the later stages

wass meebings. On the ather hand they
can become divorced from the work—
force generally and have on occasions,
such as over the productivity deal,

acted to keep information and decision
making power away from the shop floor.

The Nigg situation seems similar te
what i3 happening nationally. There
is a tendency for Shop Stewards Comn-
itteés to become incorporated into
the official T.U. structure,but with
a conscious and militant workforce

it ig a tendency which could bhe
reversed.

An outstanding feature of the
dispute was the militancy and indep-—
endence shown by the workforce in
several times rejecting the ofiieials
and shop stewards calis for a return
to work. Workers told us thatl among
those most Involved in Lhe strike
were many local workers (usually
considered less militant than the
travelling workers) and
previously not been much Involwved
in union I is interesting
that this wmilitancy was displayed
without the workforce containing any
politically organised groups of

many wheo had
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Strikers mass meeting - Convener Rab Wilson speaks tc the workforce
run to fundamentally challenge the
power and priorities of the glant

significant size or influence.
Unfortunately evidence suggests that
the strikes' defeat caused some
demoralisation. A short time later
when the platform had been Finished
and work on the new Chevron erder
had yet to get fully underway,the
management were able to greatly reduce
the workforce by calling for wvolunt-
ary redundancies. There was no
organised opposition to this and
surprisingly many workers — around
480 - volunteerad.

Nevertheless there is little doubt
that the length of the strike and
the determination shown by a large
section of the workforce worried
Highlands Fabricstors,and augurs
well for future struggles. Since the
strike there has been conflict over
productivity proposals (which we''ve
not the space to describe here) and

ldifferent vards,not only within

there 15 hound to be mor: uunf?ivl-(j
in the futwre as Highlands Fabricat-
ors compete for orders in a depressed
market. The platform building comp-
anles are lncreasiongly having co
teader [ ixed

price basis. This puts greater press—
them te reduce thelr costs —
first in line

for conlLracts on @

e
and the workers are
be squeezed.

(GhEY

The great danger is that in the
scramble for orders the werkers in
the different yards will be played
off apainst edch other. & first
slep towards fighting this would
e a re~vitalisation eof the 01l
Liason Committeze,a body which up
ti1l November I977 regularly drew ;
Logethar féprcsentntives of the
SlLewards Committees of the platform
b ilding v in Scotland
Sorth fngland. Strong Vinks nzed to
be made between the workers in the

ards and

Britain but throughout lurope,sc
tliat there can develon a co—ordin-—
abed fighr,controlled by the rank
and rfile,te protect and Improve

working conditions,and in the longer

o1l industry companies. Mike V

We are very grateful to the workers
at Highlands Fabricators who gave

up their time to talk to us and give
informaticon about the issues report-
ed here. Many thanks also to those
people whe helped in the research
who are not members of Solidarity
The responsibility for the contents
and politics of the article does of
course lie completely with Solidar-
ity. Acknowledgements alsoc to the
following publications which were
consulted in the research Cromarty
- the scramble for oil by G.Rosie ;

Nigg Worker,published by Socialist
Worker supporters,Nigg. We would wel-|
come comments on the article and fur-
ther information about the situaticn
at Nigg from workers at the yard.
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ScottishWomens
Liberation
Conference

Womens Liberation conferences
have been organised along similar
lines for several years now, but
there have heen increasing feelings
of dissatisfaction and frustration
with national conferences in par-
ticular. The 'old' method of
organisation was that the planning
group reccived suggestions for
workshops which they arranged on
the timetable as best they could,
so that there were always a large
number of choices and range of
subjects,

After the last natiomal confer-—
ence a paper was circulated on the
role of the WL national conference
— the suggestions which were made
included:

a} campaigns which have their own
conferences and structures e.g.
Womens Aid and the National Abor-—
tion Campaign, should nct take up
workshop time at national confer=
ences. There could be.stalls set
up to pass on information about
these campaigns.

b) skills exchange, e.g. car
maintenance and silk-screen
printing, would be better done on
a local level.

c) social events should be re-
stricted to the Saturday evening.
A womens festiwval could be orga-—
nised at a different time.

d) there should be a few issues

isolated for really deep discussiom.

e) the issues should be discussed
in small groups which would stay
together for the whole conference.
Some system of random allocation
should be used to form the groups.

Since these suggestions were
made there has not been another
national conference, so there is
no indication of how the new method

will work with around 3000 women.

However, at least two smaller
conferences have tried the system
of staying in the same small,
randomly chosen groups for the
whole conference and limiting the
number of subjects discussed.

One of these was the Scottish
WL conference held in December in
S5t Andrews, which about 100 women
attended.
Three topics had been chosen for
discussion, these were:
1) Separatism.
2) How does the Womens Liberation
Movement feel about the socialist
current within itself?
3) Women and violence.
These topics were discussed with
particular reference to "What are

o

 good strategy end tactics for a

feminist revolution?" The confer-—
ence divided up into small,
randomly chosen groups of about IO
women. Most women stayed in the
same group for the three sessions,

In the first session on separa=
tism there was more agreement than
I had expected. Very few women in
Scotland identify themselves as
separatist, and there are many
women: heterosexual, bisexual, and
lesbian, who totally disagree with
the separatist standpoint of
completely excluding men from their
lives. A lot of women thought that
separatist communes wera useful as
a haven for women to escape to for
short pericds or as an example that

TRKE

THAT RERCTIONARY SMIRK OFF YOUR
MVG, COMRRADE

TRR 19,73
shows that we can live without men
if we choose, but did not agree
that separatism was the way to
revolution, The discussion also
highlighted the confusions which
exist between separatism, lesbian
feminism as a political choice, and
lesbianism as a sexuality issue,
It is interesting to note that most
of the separatists who were at the
conference did not take part in the
discussions but met in their own
group throughout the conference.

The discussion on the socialist
current in the womens movement re=
vealed a lot of confusion about the
meaning of socialism and anarchism,
those of us who mean the same
thing Ly both words probably con-
fused matters even more (do we
need a new word?), There seems to
be a lot of fear in the movement
that the Socialist Feminists are

going to put across the "Party line"

and recruit us all to their male
dominated groups.

Tnis may have been the case a
couple of years ago but it isn't
now: a lot of socialist feminists

" are non—aligned or are disgsatisfied

with the left groups they have been
in contact with and a few are
libertarian socialists. During

about which came first: capitalism
or patriarchy, and if one falls
will the other follow. A lot of
women at the conference seemed to
agree that both must be fought
together, it was no good fighting
one and hoping the other would go
away.

The workshop on women and
violence seemed to be the ome at
which most differences arose. Some
women felt that violence was a very
"male" way of crganizing and
whereas we must learn to defend
ourselves, using violence as a
strategy was aping a male stereo-
type we were seeking to destroy.
But other women felt that as
violence was conditioned out of
us we should fight against that
conditioning and become more
aggressive. This of course resul-
ted in discussion of how far ¥you
could take self-defence {if one
woman is raped is it self-defence
for a group of women to go and
attack that man?). There was also
a discussion on the difference
between violence against people
and violence against property.

On the whole it was a good

~THERE'S R REVOLUTION
AT NEEDS Fonqnmsmq.f

teeiE) A A
conference but for me it was marred
by two events. One was the hvsteri:
cal attitude of the St. Andrews
Student Union officials who had
refused to duplicate some of tlie
conference documents because they
said some of the words were offen-
sive (words like brothel, homo=-
sexual, and masturbation which can
be found in most dictionaries and
most student rag-mags). The other
was the equally hysterical attitude
of some separatist women who
objected to the presence of a male
child in the disco.

The next Scottish Womens Libera-
tion Conference will be held in
Edinburgh in September; there will
also he a Scottish Women's Festival
in Edinburgh one weekend in June.

The next national Womens Liberation
conference will be held in Birming-
ham in April.

Nina Woodcock

'ZER0'is an anarchist/anarcha-
feminist newsmagazine produced
monthly by a mixed collective.

It can be obtained at 20p per issue
(or £3 sub) from ZERO, Rising Free,
182 Upper Street, London N.1.

this discussion most groups talked
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T About four years ago I
dropped out of the Womens'Lib-
aration Movement (WLM), feel-
ing rather disillusioned with
what I felt to be the move-
ment's loss of direction and
dilution of revcluticnary
content. From my experiences
at National Conferences, I
defined three strands, none
of which I felt I fitted
into.. The first was charact-
erised by a growth of mind-
less hostility to all things
superficially associated with
the male. This covered just
about everything that could
be fitted under the label of
culture and also much that
couldn't. This was replaced
with glorification of womens'
culture instead, as in the
new goddess cult., Tesbianism
wag encouraged, not so maich
Trom the need to fulfill an
erotic desire, as from a
desire to escape from what
was seen as the inevitable
hassles of a male/female
relationship.

L second strand of social-
igt (i.e. Leninist-Trotsky-
ists ete.) feminists had as
1little to offer. They mostly
imitated the predominantly
male Leninist pclitical crg-~
anisaticng, with their rigid
hierarchical power siructures
and vanguardist attitudes.
Now the WLM has lost its pop-
wlarity as a fertile recruit-
ing ground for the left and
has been replaced in that role
by the black movement.

The third strand revolved
around reformist campaigns
using acceptable channels of
protest. Thus demanding the
state fill the statute book
with impressive, but mostly

useless and non-enforcible
legislation, such as the Equal
Pay and Sex Discrimination
Acts.

S0 T returned, unrepentant,
but cynical to the bosom of my
male comrades, to concentrate
on the advance of the Libert-
arian revolution, from my iso-
lated but nevertheless feminist
perspective. Bul recently
events within the WLIM have
again caught my attention and
given me hope anew, The Tirst
indications of something new
and interesting, as usual came
from America. The first of
these fell into my hands in
1976 called "Anarchism - the

~women gut of reformism and

"In fact, 1t is my contenticn
that feminists have been
uncenscious anarchists in both
theory and practice for years.
We now need to become con-
sciousl¥ aware of the comnect-
1ong detween anarchism and
feminism and use that frame-
work for our thoughts and
gctions."

In it she makes the conmection
between radical feminist prac-
tice and anarchist theory.

"When we say we are Tighting
the patriarchy, it isn't
always clear to all of ug that
that means fighting all hier-
archy, all leadership, all
government, and the very ldes
of authority itself. OQur
impulses toward collective
work and small leaderless
groups nave been anarchistic,
but in most cases we haven't
called them by that name. And
at 18 1mportant, because an
understanding of feminism as
anarchiesm could spring-board

intellectual Tools that may
ald understanding and increase
knowledge, such as analysis
and theory, because of their
traditional use by men.

"KNOWLEDGE and ARGUMENT ag it
relates to women is so con-
spicucusly alien to ocur inter—
ests that female irreversnce
for the intellectual arts is
rarely concealed."

Denied of the use of these
tools in the past by men, we
are now Lo be deprived of
thelr use by feminists and are
told %o rely on those tradgit-
ional female attributes (so-—
called), "...wits ang ins-
tinets". Whatever the femin-
ism of this pamphlet ig, it has
1ittle connection with
anarchigsm,

T arrived at the conclusion
that Anarchigt-Feminism was no
more than the vague expression
of a feeling that the two bear
some similarity in organisat-
ion. (E.g. small autonomous,
gsometimes federated, afTinity

NARCHISM AND

FEMINISM

stopgap measures into & revol-
utionary confrontation with
the basic nature of authorit-
arian pelitics.”

These ideas caught on in the
WLM in Britain, where they were
discussed at a National Confer-
ence workshop early in 1977.
From this, the "Anarchist-
Feminigt Newsletter'" was
Taunched To replace the defunct
and always ailing "Libertarian

Womens' Network Newsletfer?.

Two more pamphlets, American

reprints, publisked 1n Britsin
by Black Bear, came my way.
The first "Anarcho-Feminism:

Two Statements". The secard
and betfer of the two state-
ments 1s alag overshadowed by
the former ill-considered,
histrionic 'Manifesto', that
owes little to any real under—
standing of the meaning of
ararchism, or indesd reality.
For example:

"Anarchism indiecates what
people should not do to one
ancther, Scclalism, on the
other hand, means all the
Eroovy things people can do
and build together..."

The second pamphlet, "Feminism
as Anarchism by Lynne Farrow,

Feminist Connection™ by Peggy

Kornegger, In which she states:

15 not.muéﬁ—bf an improvesments.,
She rejects the uze of any

groups, made up of 1ndivicdusls
and without formal hierarchieg
whose main sim is the over-
throw of patriarchy/authority
by 'spontanecus' direct-act-
ion.) Though this is indeed
the case, the orgenisational
link zlone does not make
feminism agarchism, though
correct it dose not go far
griough.

In November 1977, I attended
my Tirst regional Anarchist-
Feminist Conference. These
were some of the topics we
digcussed:

How being snarchists makes
us different from other
feminists.

The role of anarcho-femin-—
igsts in the anarchist move-
ment 2z a whole.

The Man Problem - working
with anarchist/sympathetic
men ... is it worth it%

Rape - what are the altern—
atives to calling Tor higher
sentences for rapists?
Vielence - anarche~feminist
rezsponses to fascism®

I had always found womens'
conferences lively and stimul-

ating and this was no except-
ign, I cannot claim to have
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fad Lhe cymic 19si0e me erdt- 8 MESTIAreny will end the essential tasks in the bui.d-.
Teated, that would have been oppression of everyone, The ing of a new and truly human
to expect too much which is net | £08l then is not to "seize" world, and to this snarch-

1n vhe character of a cynic, power, as the socialiste are igsts add = fourth essentizl
However, the depths of cyniciem ! Tond of urging, but to sask and the hardest of all

I ked reachesd uugLngjt?ic moaEt arooiigh power." wo smash all foerms of donmin-
reactionary decade, owing N ; F : ation... It means thai we
from the perhauvs naive, but sarol BREpNRE s;ﬁu?ﬁfonlsm have tc do more than Teait
gloricusly ebullient €0's, was ?u “a‘“rgifarﬁ f9r~?%drch5 in programmed rebelliong -
undeniably lightened. he most | 18T feTlJLff?i PRCQLER we must act. And our actions
pogitive theme for me to come ﬁl'Z%w E%nUiJEE o iy will be ecollectively taken
out of the conlersnce, wss the “%?:E $ :toipuriozién wit;f w1y le each person ascte auto-
g & o 2 L e AR = s Wk e % S s [

mead Lo re-dellne andarcha en ensrchist emphasis upon rolrously . "

from a Teminist verspect:
that does not nehute the
ition of dzarchism az g
ually developing nistori

orming the whole aof Whet then are we te do? T
10 private Lifem, gor't krow ané Carpol glzg
doesn't esay, oxcept that we

to explazin the T . = Y
gocial movement., comcents o bﬂ?dli ?na11cgge the spechzo-
. ard Tspectaclet le' by 'ecreating situations’.
Follewing the vcontererice, il "spectacle

I'm aolb sure what that means
nd heving once sharsc a flat
g situationists car only

2 8re eavegeclally
-

the postman delivered anotrer ;
O WO erl. Fer

pamphlet: "Sceislism, Anarch-

ism and Fem: nism by Carol _ 7 o cave onn their exaznple. Whlch
Ehriich, again Irom Ameri "..eshowing women's situat- was 1o make overyine olse in
This has helped to rai It £la 1ie part of the | the flat migerable and drive

gplrits further. DLvery

L1 o 0ls, bub at themselves ‘nsars, I Goubt
chiet, every feminist,

without play— that this 19 quite what Carcl

every -anarchoc-feminz st reductlonist has o ming.

reac thig pamohlet. (= games, Women's gppiressicn is Yhat I found Tufl@qnlng

does the best job of anz z nart cf the over—all oppresa- about thie pamphlet, is the
the WLN I have read (EhOUﬁ_ ior. of people oy a canltalist | lack of female cnauvinism

it's the American movemens | econamy, tut iz ngl less W 5Ch charscterises muck that
is still very similar in =k lfe cppression o Tas zerme Irom the WLM, snd
Britein). She exposes the thet T pergsonally Fing equally
absurdities of the new mystin- 4% oppressive as 1ts male

counterpart and just as
depressiang.

Also, for me, Carol has
helped sxpose the temiocus,
coittradictory and almost uym—
biotic relationship, taat Las
grown up both within the WILM
(oeuveeu the radical feminisis
snd soclalist feminists), and
axternally, between the WMM
ana the soeilalist movement.
Int whizh, class dominstion and
sex domination Tormed an
uneasy alliance, behind whiech
they competed on the geals for
most oppressed, with neither
) o side really accept[ng the
i3 dusisning alss shows how individusl sthers Preaentlal . Thizs for-

South East London Anarchist

(Photao: Zero)

al 1. '
and reforqut Tigp of eleclor— | 2cts of rebellion canrod geus that bolk sex and class

al polities lor =ocialists effectively chenge socievy. Ere mevely abz v”aﬁt categories
and the dangers inhere in "Rebelliots acts, then tend while both are experienced

v 3 2 o= il 55 = = ) n = = s \J i - r _‘. T
feminisi-capitaliiem, She then to be acts of opposition to integrally within peopie’s
goes on to digptuss Ths welus the spectacle, “FuE A8 Ldom real lives. The vast majority

Terent thal they of us suffer from sowe TUTT of
cppresgion in our daily lives,
i . Ea— - az a result of seclety belng
There are, then, many issves | rherefore organised on the besis of
o which radical Teminists inequality and dowination, in

2f anarchism te feminislts sz a are S0 @

revolutionary theory, "[;I-aqgcgwlg the spectacle,"

ang gnarchist femipiste agree. | we.POTSOHRL Sglutions Lo which any real contrel over
But sngrchist feminists ars oroblems of sexigh oppress- the means of life is denied
concerned with something more, lon such as 'live communally ;e T e
Because they are anazchisis, «.2fon't have children', have =i Sheila D. Hitchie
they work to end all power chilGren 'but get parent 8nd | Recommended pamphlets

relavionghips, ail gitussions worker—controlled child care! "Socialism, Anarchism and Feminism'
ir which psople can oppress or 'develop the lesbian Carol Ehrlich, from Compendium,
gach other. Unlike some within you ... develop your 240 Camden High St., London NWL
radical Teministe who are noth proletarian identity", are 65p inc. pép.
anarchists, they da not bel- il Qa,’fi‘tlalﬂ solutions to much 'Anarchism — the Feminist Connect—
lgve thatl power in the kands broader problems, end none of ion, Peggy Kernegger,from Black
of women could possibly _esd them necessarily require Bear,76 Peckham Rd,Lendon SE5,30p
L0 s non-coercive sociedy, seelng the world in a qualit- | j50 "post 3 or in duplicated form
tnd vnlike most socialiet 51JU—~‘E‘J—" different way." from Alison Malet,I7 Lorimer St,
feminiets, they do not velieve | 90 whet is the snewer? Dundee. I7p inc. post.
that anything good can come A 'Anarchist Feminist Newsletter'
out of a3 mase movement with = "Desiroy capitalism. Exad can be obtained by women only,
egdership elite. In ghott, Pakriarchy. Smash Heterc- subscription £1 from $.Laws,

neither a workers' sbate, nor sexiem. All are obviously 43 Grosvenor Terr., Bootham, York.
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vanﬁﬁg.,

The last decade has seen the
solid, totalitarian monolith that
"sas the Stalinist states of Eastern
Eurcpe begin to crack under severe
pressure from an increasingly com—
Hative and self confident working
¢lass. The decade began with a
revolt in the Soviet town of Pry-
iuky sparked off by the arrest and
beating to death of a factory
iworker. It ended with a strike by
Rumanian miners against food short-
apes and changes in the pension
1aws which would have meant a red-
uwetion in income, and for improved
working conditions, a b-hour day
and the abolition of compulsory
unpaid labour. During the strike
the miners arrested two members

of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party.

On October 10, 15,000 people
marched through Vilnius, Lith-
uwania, overturning and setting five
to police cars and tearing down
banners celebra-ing the 60th anni-
versary of the Bolshevik revol-
ution.During the decade Poland
| 125 geen student demenstrations
in 1568 and riots against rises
in the price of food in 1970 and
again in 1976. In Hungary, Miklos
Haraszti was put on trial for
writing "A Worker in a Workers'
State', a brilliant exposure of
the "desert of piece rates' in
which the bureaucracy forces the
working class te dwell. Czecho-
slovakia has seen the armed forces
of the Warsaw Pact crush its att—
empt to break out of the Soviet
srbit and more recently the supp—
ression of the supporters of the
Charter 77 Human Rights Marifesto
and of anti-establishment rock
groups like The Plastic Peaple.

In Rumania there have been strikes
by miners in 1972 and 1977 and the
formation of a Human Rights Move-—
ment around the figure of the
writer Paul Goma. Even the most -
stalinist af the East European
states, the GDR and Bulgaria, have
not remained unaffected. The former
has seen the exile of the dissident
poet and folk-singer Wolf Biermann,
riots by young people during the
28th anniversary of the foundation
of the GDR and the arrest (on a
charge of spying for the West) of
Rudolf Bahre, author of a dissident
marxist work,'The Altermative'. Im
Bulgaria there have been strikes

~ THE MONOLITH CRACKS

gia has taken the form of a bombing
campaign and a veritable flood of
samizdat literature have disturbed
the social equilibrium the bureau-
eracy has tried so carvefully to
preserve.

HNor is this aetivity merely demo—
¢ratic naticnalist or dissident
marxist. On May Day 1967 a red and
black flag was run up on the tower
of a village church in the Skole
district of the TUkraine. The police
arrested a number of young people
they alleged were responsible.

On route to the village of Krushel-.
nyze they were freed by a group of
armed men. There is however a neg-
ative aspect to the growth of dis-—
sent — the rise of neo-fascist
groupings like the Anton Fitisov
Group in Moscow, the Russian Patr-
iots and the journal 'Veche'.

1t is beyond doubt that the
societies of Fastern Europe are
societies of oppression and ewxpleo—
itation, wherein the bureaucracy,
and the bureaucracy alone, disposes
of the wealth created by the sweat
and muscle of the working class.
Sodieries where class struggle is
inevitably viclent, for in these
societies the unions and the "work—
ers'" parties which in the West
act as a buffer between rulers and
ruled are blatantly part of the
state apparatus.

Ag the Polish dissidents Jacek
Kuron and Karol Modzelewski wrote
in their 'Open Letter to the Party':

"Tn our system the Party elite

ig at one and the same time also
11

B vy i, JoL o) ot
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of investment, on the share of
variocus sccial groups in consump-
tion and the national income; in
other words, it decides on the
utilisation and distribution of
the entire social product. The
decisions of the elite are indep-
endent, free of any control on the
part of the working class...... "

Although there are differences,
in essence Eastern state capitalism
is the same as Western monopoly
capitalism. As Sralin admitted in
his 'Economic Problems of Socialism
in the USSR', production is com-
modity production not production
for use. On the recommendation of
the economist Lieberman, Kosygin
at a plenum of the Central Com—
mittee held in 1968 stressed that
profit and the quota of profit
should bhe used as the best means
of inducing enterprises to in—
creasé their productivity.

Fver since the Revolution of
1917 Western capitalists have seen
the USSR as a lucrative market.
Tndeed it was Western capital
which financed Lenin's New Econo-
mic Policy. More recently the
United States alone has supplied
nuclear reactors to Czechoslio—
vakia, railway equipment to
Bulgaria and synthetic rubber
plants to the USSR. With a loan
of $2imillion the Polish govern-
ment constructed the Lenin steel
works which was opened by the US
ambassador. The ball bearings .
necessary for the Soviet missile
system are manufactured with
machinery supplied by the US.

With a eredit from the US

Commodity Credit Corporation the
USSR purchased American wheat
valued at $750million. This pur-—
chase sent food prices in the US
rocketing. 1In April 1974 Japanese
and US firms concluded an agreement
with the USSR providing $lbillicn
in ¢redit for joint exploration

for natural gas in Yakutsk,

With a credit of $322millicn
Fiat built the giant car plant at
Togliattigrad. A £200million loan
from the Export Credit Guarantees
Department backs up British
participation in the Kama River
truck plant project. The West
German Thyssen—Mannesmann company
has provided the USSR with a gas
pipe line on a credit of DM 1.2
Lillion. Why might one ask is

ITaafoarn randtallem Dourling money
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Over the past 3 months
the Italian state has launched &
series of attacks on peoples right
to organise politically and to
demonstrate.

On 7th November Cossiga,Minister
of the Interior,ordersed the closure
of 3 political and social centres
of the left. 100 police, with guns
and armoured cars, moved in fo
close the main office of the
"Autonomous Workers Committee" in
Rome. The "Cangaceiros' proletar-—

i ian youth circle in Turin,a centre
for young workers and unemployed,and
another "Autcnomous Workers" office
in Rome were shut down the same day.
No évidence of criminal activity

was given to justify the closures.
Meanwhile, open centres of fasecist
sroups are left untouched. The Ital-
ian Communist Party (PCI) quickly
declared its support for these
measures taken by the Christian
Democrat government, and urged that
further action be taken against such
"sybversives"

A demcnstration was organised
against the clesures in Rome for
November 1Zth. The government banmned
it. Thousands defied the ban and
were attacked by police using
tear gas on a massive scale, driv-
ing vehicles at high speed into the
crowd and on several occasions open-
ing fire with machine guns and pis-
tols. However, the protestors' tact—
ics of organising 8 decentralised
demonstrations in different areas
of the city made the police repres—
sion more difficult and an effective
protest was made.

December 2nd, the day of the

Continued from page I4
up by the State's terror. It
means obeying orders without ques-
+ion, it means austerity and
qhortages of basic goods and
services, it means going without
the limited freedoms enjoyed by
workers in the West, it means
paying hypocritical lip-service
to official myths which no one,
not even those who perpetrate them,
really believes. As Harasti writes:
'He who sells his time, his

e

Police in action agalnst the autonomists at Rome Unlver51ty

State clqmpdown

| ging out of the trial of the Fas-

strike and demo in Rome, saw armed
riot police surround the Univer-—
sity where the "autonomist" groups
were assembling before marching to
join the demonstration. Firing tear
gas bombs at all the campus exits,
the police physically prevented

the autonomists leaving the Univ-—
ersity and arrested and beat up

No overtime!

In a struggle that has much rele-
vance to Britain, mass pickets of
Fiat workers in Turin,Iltaly have
defeated the Company's attempts to
increase production on the cheap.

The new Fiat 127, now being
extensively advertised in Britain,
has been selling well., So Fiat
decided to inerease output in
October and November by having
the 127 line at their Turin
factory work overtime for six
successive Saturdays. The workers
refused. With over 7% of the
working population unemployed the
workers stated that if Fiat wanted
more cars they should employ more
people. The workere organized
mass pickets ouisids tha factory,
starting at dawn, for ~ “h of the
six Saturdays. No one worked
overtime on any of the days.

The workforce has won a signifi-
cant victory, and the same fight
has been taken up by others, such

as the workers at Alfa Romeo near
Milan.

those who did slip out.

More brutal yet were the police
actions of December 12th. Plans
were made to demonstrate in Rome
in commemoratiocn of the people kil-
led by a Fascist bhomb in Milan in
1969 and to protest at the drag—

- cists and government ministers in-
volved, Once more the right to as-
semble and march was refused. The
police attacked the demonstration,
arrested 200 people, and impriscned
them in a gymnasium in a police
barracks. They then fired tear gas
into the gymmasium. The effect in
a crowded, enclosed space can be

imagined. In addition, pecple were
badly beaten. One woman, 4 months
pregnant, was hit so brutally that

she lost her child through a forced
abortion,
Five days later feminists demeon—

Italian anarchist poster.

A parody of a well known advert,it
has PCIL leader Berlinguer saying

"I DRINK IEGHERMAISTER BECAUSE SINCE
I'M ACTING AS A POLICEMAN AGNELLI
(the Fiat owner) IS BEGINNING TO
LOVE ME" Below it reads -

NO TO THE SOCITAL PACT

DIRECT ACTION FOR REVOLUTION

strated apgainst the police brutality
marching through the centre of Rome
chanting "Now there are the flying

Thanks to Peoples News Service and
an Italian comrade for the inform-
ation for these articles. Mike V.

squad men who can give you an ill-
icit abortion" and (referring to
the PCI leader), "Enrice never
forget, you won't make your compr~
omise on our skins'. The trade
unions have issued a statement con-—

demning the police violence. Follow-

Metal Workers' Union (FLM) national inp the protests the Rome police in Ttaly. _

strength, his abilities for wages,
whether bit by bit for piece rates
or in a more transparent total
form, knows that he doesn't work
for himself. He knows that he has
sold everything, including the
right to determine how much he
produces.' Eastern capitalism can
no more be reformed than can Western
capitalism. It is the conscilous,
independent, world revolutionary
action of the working eclass in its

chief, Migliorini, has been dis-
missed by the government.

With the workers' wilitancy hav-
ing forced the trades unions to
call a one day general strike for
mid-January, the coming vear looks
set to bring more fierce conflict

struggle for socialist self-
management of the economy and the
totality of life which will destroy]
it. The Workers' Counecils of 1956
and the above-mentioned strikes
peint the way ahead. The path
they have opened up is the path we
must now follow.

T. Liddle
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1977, when the two sevens clashed:
punk rock exploded and gave a new
sense of purpose te rock music,
with a new generation of bands
blasting off into the unknown.
Different bands took different
directions: while some like the
(heavily sexist’ Stranglers tcok
regressive stances, others
struggled up toward artistic and
political commitment. Bands like
the Clash and Sham 69 developed
defiant attitudes from tough
experiences, but their commitment
was to a vague individualism
which didn't go beyond their
immediate situation. Time drew on
and by autumn '77 the energy had
gone out of the new wave,
commercial forces were containing
the revolt. Thus the emergence of
a fresh new band much more poli~-
tically mature than anything to
date, was treated with disbelief
and gratitude; the Tom Robinson
Band were on their way.

I was lucky enough to see them
a few weeks back and T was
suitably impressed. Tom, who
sings lead and plays bass, is
hardly a punk, having been involved
in mainstream pop for a few years
before, but he was inspired by the
Sex Pistols to form a hard rock
band. A fine band it is too,
working in the solid British
tradition of melodic pop/rock
epitomised by the Kinks, with some
particularly outstanding tough
guitar work from Danny Kustow.
But it's Tom's lyrics which are
unique., Like the punks, he
writes from personal experience,
but that experience is of being gay,
and of finding how hard life can
be as part of a despised minority
- not least at the hands of the
police and other "decent citizens".

The sorg "Glad to be Gay" is a
long catalogue of queer-bashing
| (not least by the old bill) and
horrific insults from Tory MP's.
Tom spits the lyrics with the
force of his anger over a jogging
piano in the “Cabaret" manner;

s

despite the title it's not a

happy song. Tom is also deeply
concerned with the rise of the
National Front and the prospect

of a general right-wing backlash.
His finest song (along with "Glad")
is "Winter of '79", a long narra-
tive about how law and order breaks
out on the streets, minorities go
to the’ wall, but the same people

as before come out on top - sung
over a dramatic backdrop with
suitably moody organ and guitars:
"A few of us fought, and a few of
us died/in the winter of '79".
Other songs, fast rockers with
titles like "We Ain't Gonna Take
It"™ and "Long Hot Summer” deal with
the need to stand together and
fight against such a threat.

Other songs deal with more specific
themes, such as his version of
Dylan's "I Shall Be Released" for
George Ince, framed for armed
robberv; and "Don't Take No for an
Answer'", about the seamy side of
the music business. Tom empha-—
sizes his message with some neat
dramatics - in "Power in the Dark-—
ness" he imitates a rabid Tory
denouncing gays, wogs, etc. to

such effect that he felt the need
to remind us twice that he was only
joking — presumably some loboto-
mised twerp somewhere had actually
thought he meant 1t. His set was
also well-paced, moving from light
pieces like the hit single "2468
Motorway" (a great singalongatom

number), through the epic "Glad to
be Gay" and "'79", to end with
exhilarating rockers like "Power"
and "Up Against the Wall" (his
tribute to the punks), leaving the
audience in a positive and (hope-
fully) militant mood. Tn fact
Tom's whole attitude to the audi-
ence is a refreshing contrast to
the macho posturing of mest rock
performers (including punks) - he
treats the fans like friends.

And what other band produces a
free bulletin reiling what they're
up to, including info. on abor-
tion, Release, etc.?

Naturally, the left has gone
bananas over Tem, but in a recent
interview he personally dis-
associated himself trom them

(though ha'd side with them against
the right), on the guite valid
grounds that they don't realiy

care about personal politics,

which Tom censiders the most impor-
tant kind. This only increases my
admiration for Tom, but I still have
my worries about the direction he's
headed. These come down to Tom's
avowed desire to be a star. While
his honesty is admirable, 1'm scared
he might end up a "produet",
passively consumed by his audience,
with whom effective communication
would cease. This was already begin-
ning to happen when T saw him; the
audience went berserk over "Motarway"
but a lot of them didn't seem to be
interested in much eise, and seemed
disappointed that all the numbers
weren't harmless pop songs. They
didn't even get angry, which would at
least have been & reaction. And

then there's the contraect with EMI,
which has already produced one hit,
but which might become a millstone if
they start to censor the materialj
the choice would then be integrity or
serious risk to his career.

And there's the mere abstract
miétter of the music itself: while
Tom's lyrics are radical, his

music is essentially very conser—
vative, if excellent, rock music.

It might sound good coming out of a
radio, it might be good to dance

to, but it doesn't really challenge,
disorient, make vou think. The
lyrics might be good, but the
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average rock fan doesn't listen to
them too closely, particularly at
a concert. As it is, only two songs
transcend the formula, "Glad to be
Gay" and “'79", both of which have
striking and imaginative arrange-
ments, but are not the kind of stuff
Tony Blackburn would play. "Glad"
has a pood enough tune to be
successful as a single, plays or ne,
so I hope he persuades EMI to
release it, and soon. It should be
out by the time you read this
(fingers crossed). If it works, we
could be in for some great, commit-
ted music, and if it doesn't work,
well, Ton's already done enough to
amply justify himself. Well, here's
hoping......

Niall M,




