Pic kelll No. 13 Friday 23rd May 1986

Thursday 15th May, West Torndon Flying pickst

arrived 11.30., One police car to about 120 pickets were present. Road block moved Erom
one side of gateway Lo where white vans normally come out. We were stapping scab drivers'
carg and trying to talk to them. One car drove off with one picket on the bonnet for
about 15 yards. The car was chased by pickets but ha got away into their yard round the
back of the estate. The pilcket was shaken but not badly hurt, Within ten minutes there
were 19 police vehicles, including approx. 10-12 transits packed with police. 'There was
a big hokey-cokey to clear the road and we were pushed back to the bus stop {(1.00). Wow
there were two ranks of police in front of us and they brought out two big lorries and
fifteen white mice.

Bume svab cars had windows broken and we decided to all go away and come back again at
3.00, We lost curselves till 3.00 and when we came back (about 70 of us), we caught the
palice eut [only 30 of them) on the entrance. They tried to pen us in and we kept walklng
up and down the road. About 3.30 a scab lorry came in with a police escort and his side
window war smashed and about 10 bricks went in the window.

Cmce we had got a large number of police back again we decided Lo call it a day. We
caused a lot of hassle to the police and their reason why there was so many police the
Eirst time (11.30) was that they said there had been a murder in Brentwood, 3 miles away!

Monday 19th May, Cray's Inn Road; Fleet Street; Central Hﬁllj_ﬁuﬁrminﬂtur
The day started with an carly picket of the former Times bullding from 7.30am. About
M0 pleckets had arrived opposite the main entrance by 2.15 when there was a spontancous
gurge aercss the road. The entrance was blocked for a good five minubes until leowcal
poliee reinforcements arrived, The police inspector was furious with the crowd and asked
for better behaviour on the march to Fleet Strest. The police know as mach as Lhe
pickets - the march was supposedly a secret.

At 10am the pickets gathered behind the building, on Gough Street, and marched off

behind the "sacked 6,000" banner. The marchers sang and shouted all the way past the
Mirror building and down to the Standard. The van drivers here gave the march a great
recaption. Then it was on to Fleet Street with shouts of "Come and- join us!". And again

Lhere was a lot of support from the Telegraph (where pickets shouted out "You're next")
and from the pickets at the Sun building on Bouverie Street, The march terminated at
Temple. Here on the Embankment a couple of scab shuttle coaches were surprised and
guickly moved off. The scabs at the rendezvous point would have to put up with a long
wait.

Then people made their own way to Sogat's noon meeting at the Central Hall, West-
minster organised by the London District Council attended by well aver 3,000 membetrs.
Brenda Dean was given a uniformly hostile reception and angered the mecting with all hex
talk on the peripheral issues of the offer on Gray's Inn koad and the hardship fund. This
was not what the members wished to hear. Jobs and Wapping are still the issues and these
were side-stepped. She was roundly criticised by speaker after speaker from the floor
for purging the High Court contempt and her low-key handling of the strike. The issues
were wide-ranging - from the paralysis of the TUC through to the distribution and the
boycott campaign. And the failure to involve Sogat nationally was dagain a contentious
iggue. One guestion from the floor summed up the feelings of many: "Whose side are you
cn?" and when she was callsd "a [ilm star" there were roars of applause. At 2.40pm Ms
Dean had had enough and announced she was off To another meeting. There was almost a
rict. She was jeered and given a slow hand clap and many left the meeting in disgust.
Matiomal officers followed her out. Group Sscretary Chris Robbins offered to reconvene
the meeting. A& vote was taken on escalating the picketing, boycott campaign and
demonstrations and this was carried.

Wedneaday 21st May Wapping

At 9.15pm 600 printworkers marched from Tower Hill with three banners from Warchouse and
Publishing chapels ta the top of Virginia Street. Two lines of police blocked The
Highway. TInstead of coming to a halt the march reversed and headed up Ensign Street
hoping to reach the Wapping Lane exit., Walf way up the street another line of police
blocked the route. The march remsined here for ten minutes and the police regrouped
hehind, blocking Leman Street and Cable Street. Then the police in front of the march
moved back and the pickets were able to continue up and circle left, back bo Virginia
Street where the road wag again blocked by police., At 10.70pm the march arrived back in
front of the plant. Two artics stormed down the ramp, up Virginia Strect and turned right




ints The Highway fifteen feet away from the picksts. It was anncunced Lhat these would ke
the last artics to leave Ly way of Virginis Street. Pickets ares opposed to deals with
the police. At 10.30pm another impromptu mgrch began to Thomas More Streect and back. At
10.50, with The Highway supposedly blocked to traffic, a single car drove straight towards
the vrowd. The driver eventually stopped but tried to inch through the pickets. ¥Wo ane
yieslded their ground and the car reversed. Somecne could have been killed,

4t 11.50 The Highway was opened to traffic. Almost immediately another convoy left
the.plant by way of Wapping Lane. There were no arrests,

Thursday 22nd May, Wapping

about 70 pickets, mainly RIRMA, turned up from Bam and were guite vocal, with the ladies
in fine woice. The six official pickets on the main gate (mainly NGA) could be heard all
the way to The Highway, especially when the reel lorries and armourcd coaches pasged by.
Thede early pickets catch a lot of scab journalists. And they always look distinctly
uncomfortable and shifty as they cross their former colleagues' picket lines,

Tetter [rom a gtriker (Times Sogat RTRMA)
Pﬁﬁﬁle should think more of individual circumstances. In the past 16 weeks I hawve had
Just one day's casual working (earning £42) and last week collected £30 from the levy.
The money 1 am aetting is simply inadequate to enable me to pay the fares to pilckaet

reqularly. Tt costs me £4.50 Lo get to Wapping and my last train home leaves at 12. 10am.

Mokes:

® Brian Mughes has been sent Lo prison for two wecks arising out of an incident at a
Wapping demo in ecarly May.

Wednesday 28th May, 8.30pm, march from Tower Hill to Wapping.

Friday 30th May, 7-11pm, unemployed night al wapping, organised by the Federatilon of
Claimants Unlons.

Saturday 31at May, H.30pm, march from Tower Hill to Wapping.

The EETPU in Eactleigh (three miles from Southampton) is still actively recruiting for
Wappdng.

Tha hiiens have Landed: A 1006 llorror story (3zd May 1986

Twanby yeara ago, WA my children wera small, T would wartch thelir fascinated facoa on fakurday evénlng A& Lllﬁy, in Lurng
watched Doctor wWhe 4o battle with the evil Alicnn, whops cry of “ORDRERE MUET BE OREVED WITHOUT (QUESTION AT ALL TIMES" and
WERTHRMINATE 1" eould strilke terror frem behind tho glaap socreen. They were the fad Quya, and Doctor Who and his accompllcoses,
the Goed Guys, wonld always trivmph owver ewil in the end,

That was a long time ago, and Opetor Who 18 no sore, but on Batwrday paght in the Bast End of Londen, outslide the Polica
geatlon in Loman Btrees, hensath the unlit Blue Lamp, | witnessed a4 sight which =ade my stomach lurch in that old familiar way.
In tha road, betwnen thrir spaces ochipyd, cleyverly made to look Llike police coaches, tha Aliens, about twanty of them, were
gheddling thelr Buman disguise of neal blue soits with silver buttons snd identifying niumbers on the sheulders and climbing
inko Ehedr hunklog oulbite of plain dark-coloored overalls with steel-capped boota, helmse and dark visor, And ag they pre-
pared for thalr evening epcrt, laughing and joking. I swear I could hear the old cry - "Exterminarva” ... "Orders Will De
oheveld Withour Question &t ALl Times" — from thése faraless monarars,

I those far—off days, when we switched 28f the relevizion ser and wyrnad oor minds eo ather =hings — having tea, tucking
tha children imto bed in theiy posy sodoms following Iaughter and games in the bath, tha Alinns wnre hanished amd tokally
fg;:gﬁttl;gn. why thesn, on a sunny m::,ﬂ_rninq. in rhe 5.1fe1'_'-l|r nf my rem hoen, =ilos away from that dark Tondoe street, o I glbill
hawva thae feeling of terror? Could it be that therr is an eaclave of these Beings in every High Btreeb in bhe sountry®’ Have
they been hers long enoughn to take pwor?  Woe are constantly told by our Leaders, in the Press and on belevision and radia, thab
these are the Uesd Guys. They can 4o no wrong and it is un, who are the Bad Cuys, wto must be Exterminatad by these Aliens,
whosa Qrders Must De Cheyed wWithout (iaestion At A1 Times.

Hetss eon the Miners Strike

'j-;f-_-q-_g-;ﬁ;_r:mtq in thsa mining industry will readily admitc that they weat into the strike unpreparsd and not expacting the
government, oolice and judiciary to direct all the forees of hell against them., They will also tell that they came to
realize that the key to the success of the strike was oot reslised wpnti]l boo late. Among the things realised in nindsiche
ware =hat it was important to occupy the high ground first (isportant fargets and tactical areas Defore the forces are
brought inte full action) alse that contraszy ko what the lesdership olten said they realised that the greatest force they
had wag the pickets themselves.

We wont to picket piks in Stallerdebire and nad a good deal of suscess in stopping the labeur foresaa on most occocagions
ot Foond that un reluraing home that our efforts were wasted as the scabs reformed and walked in through open gates.
Thin vould Lave Leen urevented by setting up picket committees Sefcre we lefr and organising the loyal strikers a3 wa very
wffoglively did st Coventry colliery.

Tnoome: £4.25 NGAE strikers; 16p, 10p misc; £1 Times Craphical Chapel; 50p Sun Chapel: £1
casual etriker; £10 8 Telegraph Readers and Composing Chapel; £3 ST Foundrcy; £2 "AEP";
£2.70 gtriking NGa; £3 Sogat RIEMA; &£5, £1, £2 Times RIEMA; £5 Wapping resident;

E£5H NoW Publishing Chapel; £10 NGA machine minder.

Picket is published by Sogat/NGA pickets.
Mail has not been arriving at our old address in N17.

Concige [irgl=-hand reports welcome. Also donations, however small,



