=
Plck9t n'[)-B sunday 20th April 1986

&1]1 written contributions welcomed

It ig horrifying that the Natioral Executive Council is even discussing whether to purge 1ts
contempt in a futlle attempt to end the seguestration order. Feelings are rumnmning high in
gtriking chapels that an order to end the blacking on titles would be & stab in the back.
Pregsure from provincial branches to end the blacking order is very heavy, Tt is5 necessary
to cassail the oflficlals to make them do what you want them to do.

Eunq§£ LSth April

Departed from London at midnight. Arrived at Bemrose in Tiverponl which is producing colour
gsupplenents. Fifty pickets Sogat (HIBMA and machine branches) saw Tony Mulhearnse (leader of
Tiwverpeol City Council) who works at Bemrose. Also the Sogabl Fol was very much ln evidence.
These were critical of the lobby/picket hecause the plant was having a scab ballot. The
plocket decided to go ahead. & clear majority of secab bastards at the plant were not prepared
to walk ocut {(both Sogat and NGA). Excuses of unemployment and recession in Liverpool. 3pm
ghift lobbied too with the same results. 4.3Wpm visited the printers marching for jobs in
Preston, which was mach more uplifting.

Monday morning

Forly pickets leobbied in Watford at printworks carly in the morning. Met a mixed reaction
from bBlacklegs doing supplements for Murdoch. Odham's/Sun prinbers [ owned by Maxwell.
Pleckats find comments like "You never supported us." Whatever the case, thare i85 no axousas
[or scabbing.

§pEaan

Tiree te four hundred actively picketed the old Times printworks In Gray's Inn Bd. A& pumber
of scabs operate out of this building. Pickets stretched out police lines up and down voad,
repeatedly surging into the road at the entrance when scabs appeared, Agaln the plokets
ghowed a marked development of experience and confidence coming oub of past strikes. Groups
alse stationed themselves on the entrance side of the road at sach cornesr 50 that as acabs
passed they would have to go through the contempt of their faormer warkmates,

Wednesday night, 823rd day of pichet

éﬁgﬁ% Central RBranch {distribution/warehouse) showed elearly why no ballot was needed here
to give unstinting support te the strike, About 1500 in all turned out on the night. Also
presenl were banners of AUEW strikers and it was good Lo see Lho ever-present London Mress
Dranch ETPTII.

n march was held from Tower Hill to Wapping., En route a THNT despatch rider tried to ride
through, bul was surrounded and fled on fool. One pickel was arrested, but other abtempbs Lo
nick people were repulsed as the pickets closed ranks. A banner was rescued.

The picket staved in the read at the Virginia 5t entrance till later when police
strikebreakers began to try to clear the road. Immediately a march of several hundred was
crganiged behind the warehouse banners., This march went down The Highway chanting and singing
way past Glamis Road (the most easterly scab exit route). Contingents of police strike-
breakers blocked every road south from The Highway. Perhaps 700-800 pslice were present,
including reserves and patrolling wvans.

Az the procdession passed Wapping Tanes, about halfway on its route, a scabh TNT lorvy
approached. 1t was surrounded for & while as picketbts soughbt Lo express Lhelr wrath for Lhese
thieves. There was at least one srrest here as linas became intermixed and individuals
mementarily isciated, But again many arrests were pravented by the guick reaction of the
pickeét as a whole. This went on for a while.

& delighted march then proceeded. Essential experience iz being gained on the streets
at Wapping. tn the return journey pickets sang lullabyes ta local residents, but also stopped
at each junction to wake up vanleoads of sleeping police and tell them what they thought of
their scabby efforts,

Thursday night

Thursday's picket of the Tuton THT depot was the most successful to date. Local T members
pluz 150 Bogat and NGA pickets blocked the main entrance from midnight £ill Gam. 35 wans were
trapped inside and no newspapers were distributed. At 3Jam the scab drivers asked to go home.
The managers at the depot refused the drivers' reguest -- if the men left early then they
wouldn't get paid for the night. The TNT drivers had meectings through the night and watclicd
amazed as the police attempted to push back the pickets. The line held all night. There was
plenty of pushing and shoving, but no violence. At Sam the scabs left the depot to go home



and were given a police escort. 20 pickets stayed on fto check there wouldn't evern he minimal
distribution., An intcresting agide -- the THT scabs talked of organising their own dav of
action. It's a bit late —-- about 3 month= too late.

Friday morning

bout 60 printers and Lewisham Suppurt Group picketed Convoy's wharf at Kings St, Deptford.
There was soime contact with drivers hut not much, dus to the hostility of T&G stewards.
Some delay was caused. Again next week, &, 30am,

Friday night
There were 30 unemployed pecple from groups in London, Birmingham, Plymouth and Sheffield
who came to support your picket tonight (150 all told?). A dozen of us stayed all night
{10 hours), sustained by Lhe marvellous venworkers. Thanks! We shared experiences and ideas.
The cops begdan to gang up nearby and then grabbed one of us -- about 20 pedople dived
in and Ancther blcke was nicked. This only made us more determined to stay. Later a local
resident, angry at being refused entry into Wellclose Square in his car. slagged off the
vops who chased him up the road. They smashed all his windows, dragged him oubt and beat him
up, till pickete approached, The cops then tried to refuse entry to a food van but gave in
after a barrage of insults. What a bunch of mindless fascistsl
Beabs are being recruited from the desperate unemployed at suburban job centres -- our
mevement aims to make people think before taking any job (wages, conditions, alternatives
etc. ) and to fight for our basic pneeds. We support you. Waged/unwaged -- solidarityl
(lobbtenbam Claimant )

Salturday night
About 3,000 pickets marched down Lo Wapping [rom Tower HL1l on a miserable wet night, They
included warehouse, comps, clericals, machine ete. plus a weleome contingent from the
Lesblan & Gay printworkers support group who picket regularly. Large groups staved at tha
Lop of Mhomas More and Glamis Road while smaller ones blocked Cannon Street Rd and King
David Lane at its north end. Large numbers of pickets roamed around the area, sensing
perhaps that moving groups of pickets are harder to police than stationary ones.

The rain increased steadily through the late evening, and the first lot of four or
Five artics came out of Glamis Road arocund 1ipm after a fight during which some of them wers
bricked. Pickets from Thomas Moxc came up, but the police brought in reinforcements including
horses and riot sguads, and cleared the road. Pickets then returned in large rumbers to
Cannon Street Rd, where a escab car was mobbed and arrvests were resisted physically. Anolbher
larger convoy left the scab plant around 1.30am. Saturday night picketing is still
recovering from TUCH sabotage by having a Sunday afterngon thing two weeks ago.

—-hdditional nates on Saturday night, 12th April: Later in the night we were confraonted by
about 200 sepab-lovers in blue led by 30 or 40 on horseback spread across The Highway. Thoy
ushered evervbody back to Cannon Street Rd, men, women and children regardless. We junped
aver the rvailings. The horses came right up and we were met with a barrage of abuse, The
cops arrested a picket oni the pavement but he was grabbed back from the police, a shart tug-
of-war with [ists and feet flying; we won. The poor chap was hurt, but it was a victory.
When the scak convoy came out it was brought to a standstill at Cannon Street Hoad and *had
ta s5it there for several minutes with the crowd round about. It must have giveri them a lot
of confidence in Lhese escorts. Two lorries returned shortly after for windscrezen repairs.
The ‘sconer all pickets realise that under the shield and the vizor there is a vellow

coward, only brave in numbers, the better for beating him to it by increasing our

numbers, Later, the police strikebreakers held parades of horses and vans up and down

The Highway, revelling in their strikebressking role. But no-one should say we were beaten

on Saturday. The mere fact that the police have to adopt these tactics makes a victory for us.

--Wednegday 23rd April B8.30pm march, Tower Hill to Wapping organised by Sogat London Central
==Baturday 26th April 8.30pm march, Towsr Hill to Wapping organised by WGL/Sogat/AUEW strikers
==Thursday 15t May 8pm march, Tower Hill to Wapping organised by SERTUC
--Baturday, 3rd May 7.30pm Printworkers march for Jobs arrives. March from Embankment,
organised by Sooat NGASAUEW strikers.
==Hews of the World WGA scabs:
E. Garrod, ® Virginia Close; South Benfleet, Esgex. 01745-51653
M. fAttewell, B9b Longlands R4, Sidcup, Kent. 200-3219
B. 8Bmith, &8 Lullingstone Avenue, Swanley, XKent. 0322-89422
B. Warner, 36 Hawkhurst Way, West Wickham, Kent., 777-2487
D. Pettitt, 2 Middle Boy, Abridge, Essex. 549-2492

Published Ly Sogat/NGA pickets.
Address: Picket, ¢/o G2B Tottenham High R4, N17.



