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! A MRR: Lat's start with you sxplalning v
slon of 'skinhead cullure’ becau:
most people hear comes from them
the Nazls.
Kiaran: For me, the Nazls’ version s
Ice. The orlgins of the movement car
black Jamalcan music—the music
came In the form of reggoe and s
later In ska, and was exported to |
and shared with white working class |
it was always a multl-racial thing anc
embedded with working class politic
are very much agalnst raclsm.
MRR: The lronie thing Is that th& N
hmds say that skinheads have alwa
white.
Kleran: That’s just not true; if's alie, ¥
look at picturas from the Englishadan
In the 60°s and see that It Isn’t true
have always been black skinhea
black muslc has always been the b
Even lan Stuart (vocallst for Skrewdri
off the early Roling Stones who rip
black R&B artists,
MRR: Let's move onto some of the gro
ou're involved with by giving brief h
em.
Kleran: The group I'm Involved withis
racist skinhead group called The
who formed Anti-Raclst Action (/
1987, The Baldies were a multi-racic
of skinheads In Minneapaolls who fort
part were apolitical until the Nazl skl
came on the scene which Imme
politicized them. At first there wo
open conflict with the White Knigh
skin group In Minneapolls) and the
We would be at the same shows
but there wouldn’t be a blg hassle—|
looks at each other, But this exchang
and grew until we declded that we '
olng to put up with it. From then o
me we a saw a White Knight or a ?
White Knights they were physical
fronted. These confrontations fook p
the ma{ct hangoutsin town as well o
most of the shows took place. After
every time we saw them we con
them and told them that this was t
chance to quit and that next ime
them fheY would get It. That's how v
the Nazs In Minnaadpolls, After the N¢
beenkicked out of Minneapoliswe h
a big victory because It would be |
them to try andreorganize inthe are:
the meantime we weren't aware
activities outside of the city. The fe
that remained went to St. Paul (right
Minneapcils) and there they jum
black kdwhich started aminirace v
St. Paul high school. So we decided |
first needed to branch out and let
know that there are antracist skl
and maka contact with different co
fies because IF shouldn't be just ¢
between bald head kids. This Is whe
Raclst Action was formad. The idea
was not Just to be a group of agthrac
but to Involve ali fypes of young |
Sometimes we were ableto moblize
People from different cuttural backg
0 go confront Nazis, which wds pre
cessful, Another group that Thé Bald
ARA are affliated with Is the Syn
which I8 a network of anti raclst ski
mainly from the Midwest. The Syr
came to be because a lot of The
went on tour with the local ban
Aﬁl:arouch (antl-raclst skinhead bo
Chicago they met people who w
volved with S.H.O.C. (Skinheads C
cogo) and talked with them about
ARA, which they later on did and no
1aud|n%hchuprer of the organizati
couse they do the most work and «
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MRR: Let's start with you explalning your ver-
slon of ‘skinhead cullure’ because what
most people hear comes from the mouths of
the Nazls.

Kleran: For me, the Nazls version Is on thin
ice. The origins of the movement came from
black Jomalcan music—the music which
came In the form of reggae ond soul and
later In ska. and was exporfed to England
and sharad with white working class people,
It was always a multl-raclal thing ond always
embedded with working class polifics which
are very much against raclsm.

MRR: The lronle thing Is that th8 Nazl skin-
h?‘?'ds say that skinheads have alwaysbeen
white.

Kleran: That's |ust not true; It's a lle. You can
look at pictures from the Englishtdance halls
In the 60’s and see that it Isn’t frue. There
have always been black skinheads and
black music has always been the basis of it
Even |lan Stuart (vocallst for Skrewdriver) rips
off the early Rollng Stones who ripped off
black R&B artists.

MRR: Let’s move onto same of the groupsthat
you're Involved with by giving brief history of

them.
Kleran: The group I'm Involved with isan anti-
raclst skinhead group called The Baldles
who formed Anii-Raclst Action (ARA) In
1987. The Baldles were a multi-racial group
ofskinheads In Minneapolls who forthe most
part were apolitical until the Nazl skinheads
came on fhe scene which immediately
politiclzed them. At first there wasn’t an
open conflict with the White Knights (Nazl
skin group In Minnaapolls) and the Baldles.
We wouid be at the same shows together
but there wouldn’tbe a bIE hassle—just bad
looks at each other, But this exchange grew
and grew until we decided that we weren't
oing to put up with it. From then on every
me we a saw a White Knight or a group of
White Knights they were physically con-
fronted. These confrontations took place at
the major hangouts in town as well as where
most of the shows took place. After a while
every time we sow them we confronted
them and told them that this was thelr last
chance to quit and that next time we saw
them men‘would get It, That's how we beat
the Nazs In Minneapolls. After the Nazis had
been kicked out of Minneapollswe had won
a big victory bacause It would be hord for
them to fry andreorganize Inthe area, but In
the meantime we weren't awcre of thelr
activities outside of the city. The few Nazis
that remained went to St. Paul (right next fo
Minneapolls) and there they jumped a
black kid whieh started a minl race worat a
St, Paul high schoel, So we declided that we
first needed to branch out and lef people
know that there are antl-racist skinheads
and make contact with different communi-
fles because It shouldn't be Just a battle
between bald head kids. This s when Antl-
Racist Action was formed. The Iidea for ARA
was not Just fo be a group of agti-racist skins
but to Involve all types of vy nP people.
Sometimes we were able to moblize alot of
people from different cultural backgrounds
to go confront Nazis, which was prefty suc-
cessful, Another group that The Baldies and
ARA are affiiated with Is the Syndicate,
which I8 a network of anti raclist skinheads
malnly from the Midwest. The Syndicate
came to be because a lot of The Baldies
went on tour with the local band Blind
AR roach (antlraclst skinhead band). In
Chicago they met people who were In-
volved with SHO.C. (Skinheads On Chk
cago) and talked with them about forming
ARA, which they later on did and now s the
chapter of the organization be-
o the most work and are the
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MRR: Let’s start with you explalning your ver-
slon of ‘skinhead cullure’ because what
most people hear comes from the mouths of
the Nazls,

Kieran: For me, the Nazis’ version s on thin
Ice. The origins of the movement came from
black Jamaican music—the music which
came In the form of reggae and soul ond
later In ska, and was exported to England
and shared with white working class people.
itwasa sa mulfl-racial thing and always
embedded with working class polifics which
are very much against racism.

MRR: The lronic fhing Is that th8 Nazl skin-
h?:i:id’ say that skinheads have always been
white.

Kieran: That's just not true; ft's a lle, You can
look at pictures from the Enqllsh'dan ce halls
In the &0's and sea that it Isn't frue. There
have always been black skinheads and
black music has always been the basis of if.
Even lan Stuart (vocalist for Skrewdriver) rips
off the early Rolling Stones who ripped off
black R&B artisfs.

MERR: Let's move onto some of the groups that
you're Invelved with by giving brief history of

them.
Kieran: The group I‘m Involved with s an anti-
raclst skinhead ?Iroup called The Baldles
who formed Anfi-Racist Action (ARA) In
1987, The Baldies were a mulil-racial group
of skinheads In Minneapolls who for the most
part were apoiifical until the Nazl skinheads
came on the scene which Immediately
politicized them, At first there wasn’t an
open confiict with the White Knights (Na2
siin group In Minneapolis) and the Baldies.
We would be at the same shows together
put there wouldn’t be a blg hassle—just bad
looks at each other. But this exchange grew
and grew until we decided that we weren’t
golng to put up with It. From then on every
me we a saw a White Knight or a group of
White Knights they were physically con-
tronted. These confrontations took place ot
the major hangoutsin fown as well as where
most of the shows took place. Affer a while
avery fime we saw them we confronted
them and told them that this was thelr last
chance to quit and that next time we saw
them they would get It. That’s how we baat
the Nazis In Minneapolls, After the Nazls had
boon kicked out of Minneapolls we hadwon
a big victory because It would be hard for
them totry andreorganize In the area, butin
the meantime we weren’'t aware of thelr
activitles outside of the city. The few Ncais
that remained went to St. Paul (fight next fo
Minneapolis) and there they Jumped a
black kKid which started & minirace warata
St. Paul high school. So we decided thatwe
first needed to branch out and lef people
know that there are antlracist skinheads
and make contact with different communi-
fias because It shouldn't be just a battie
between bald head kids. This Is when Antl-
Racist Action was formed. The idea for ARA
was not just to be a group of agt-iacist skins
but to Involve all typas of yolng people.
Sometimeswe were able tomoblize alot of
?eopls from different cuttural backgrounds
0 go confront Nazis, which was prety suc-
cessful, Another group that The Baldies and
ARA aré affilated with Is the Syndicate,
which It a network of anti racist skinheads
mainly from fthe Midwest. The Syndicafe
came to be because a lot of The Baldles
went on tour with the local band Blind
Agfmoch (ant-raclst skinhead band). In
C 59030 rheg met people who were In-
vol with S.HO.C. (Skinheads On Chi-
coﬁgo) and talked with them about forming
ARA. which they later on did and now s the
leading chapter of the organizafion be-
cause they do the most work and are the

largest group, Ge’rﬂng ARA mentioned In
the MRR scene reports created a big re-
sponse because people wanted to do
something and we were the first thing that
came out that Involved kids organizing
agalnst Nazls, We had letters pouring In, you
could see the sentiment out there and a lof
of twas from anti-racist skinheads. We gof a
few groups groups together like the Brew
Clty Skins from Milwaukese, SH.O.C. and the
North Side Crew from Chicago, groups In
Cincinnatl, Indianapolls, Lawrence, and a
few Individuals in Des Moines and Winnipeg.
So that's a brief history.
What are some of the ditferent approaches
that these groug& have used?
Klaran: There's been a lot of half assed at-
tempts at newslefters but the Chicago
people have done much better at It. The
project we worked on was fighting Nazl skin-
heads and making people aware of this
throu% press conferences and demonstra-
tions. We had one demonstration In coall-
Hion with a black student group and a pro-
gressive white student group from the unl-
versity where we painted over Nazl graffitl.
We've also have baen involved in an anfl-
&ollce brutality demonstration when the
inneapolis police Involved In a crack bust
In a black nelgbothood supposedly accl-
dentally burnt down a house kiling an eld-
erly couple, which resutted inano uring
of rage from the community and many
others as well. ARA were Involved In the
planning of the demonstration, provided
socurity, and provided soma speakers. Indk
viduals from ARA are Involved In several
political demonstrations. The women that
are Involved in ARA have done a lof of anti-
rape and antl-pornography work.
MRR: Are a lot of women involved?
Kieran: There are more involved In Minnea-
polls than other cities but unfortunately if'sa
macho male dominated scene. There are
woman In Minneapolis and Chicago fthat
ml%hf be forming a women's caucus within
ARA which | see as a positive step.
MRR: Let's falk about the one factic that
stands out as dealing with Nazi skins, which
Is physically confronting them.,
Kieran: From our experience the tactic that
has watkad In Minneapolisincludes physical
confrontation, which Is fighting them and
kicking the shit out of them, | don’t see this
means as an end bacauss it"s Important to
talk to people In the scene about raclsm
and not lefting It be occeptable. If you are
going out there and fight and the scene sn’t
going o be behind you then it's not very
effective. We started by talking with some of
the younger people Involved with the Nazis,
making sure they know what they will be
defendingifthereisa fight. We made it clear
to the Nazl skinheads that they will nof or-
ganize at shows, they will not organize af
hangouts, we will not be friends with these
ﬁeople. Like the Speclals song goes, It you
ave raclst friends then Y(cu e sup ng
raclst dpaople‘. So we kicked thelr ass,
moved them out and wouldn't lef them
hang out and that has worked. There are no
Nazls In Minneapolls because of this tactic
being used and same Is frue for Chicago.
MRR: You make It sound so easy, $o canyou
Eo Into some detalls as fo your approach,
leran: Some people get this fear that skin-
heads are these supermen that can’t be
beat but the fact Is that any two people
should be able to beat any one person If it
comesdownto that. Ona ofthe reasonswhy
The Baldies won so much Isn't because
we're on some macho tip of that we’re all
huge people but because we’'ve beanable
to getf the numbersto sup?%?rt us ond that's
what‘s most Important. the most part

Nazls are not the majorlty of the scene and
if the magjority of the people In some way
reslst them alther by not speaking fo them.
not letting them Into shows, or fighting them
they're going fo be gone. | think il of those
approaches are useful but | think fighfing
does It best for us,
MRR: Among the baldies, Is there a general
level of consclousness? How much of your
aclion Is political awareness and how much
of It Is o matter of being In the gang that Is
E]olng fo win?

eran: | think this is worth talking about
because alot of people accuse us of this. A
lot of them are my friends so | won't pretend
that | have an unblased view of It all. | talk g
lot about It, other people talk a lot about
politics, people have some baslc ldeas why
there are raclsts out there. They are aware of
some basle class politics to understand that
by splitting black pecpie and white f()eople
u menltmakasregularpeoplawea erasa
class. People also have moral outrage be-
couse they have friends who are black,
Latin, and Asian. So those are the main
driving forces. Other people are more politi-
cal and Identify themselves asblack natlion-
alist, anarchist, soclallst, or various different
stripes of the leff. Some Identify themselves
as antl-raclst U.S. patriofs, But everyone s
claar on the fact that racism divides people
that should be united. That Is our base level
ofunderstandin .lwouldn’tsav'rhotpao?:e
aren’t attractedto us because we won the
batte with the local Nezis. Obviously paople
aren’t going fo joina ganP that Is Ioslnﬁ ol
the time. Buf we're not outlooking for a fight
every night; people who are looking for fhat
are golng to gef bored.
MRR: One Interesting aspect that we were
falklnq about sarller Is the aspects of other
consclousness Including mache aftitudes,
homophobila, and sexism.
Kleran: Ithink It's growing. A lot of the women
Involved are constantly confronting pecple
who make derogatory comments fowards
them . or sexualze women. That's how |
learned a lot from women falking fo me
about it and think this Is frue for a lof of other
meninvolved. lwon'tsaythat it sperfectbut
it'sbetter than alot of scenes that I've been
a part of. People are srmg?:gwg with these
Issues. As for homophobla, there aren’t any
openly %av members of The Baldles. Gay
people have come to our ARA meetings
and we've had discussions on how to deal
with homophobla. No one Is outright antl-
gay. there’s no gay bashing because that is
soen as somefhing the Nazis do. but then
agaln people still af fimes use the word fog
to describe someone’s sexual preference
but they are usualy confronted when this
happens. | can't speak for others clties on
hhls foplc butthisiswhat It Is ke In Minneapo-

§

MRR: Do you want fo talk about some of the
other skinhead groups you work with and
soma of the differences that you have?
Kleran: I'm wiling to work with people who
are willing to fight Nazls because | think It's
importonf to have some type of unity In
fighting them, but I'm also going fo be hon-
est asto what my polltics are. If | see shif that
Idon'tlike!I'm Foing to crificize ifand I'm not
Eslng to apologize for my polfics. | think
erels atendency among some sections of
anti-raclst skinheads to dive Into nationallsm
but fo me that's what Skrewdriver does.
Natlonalism Isn’t appealing to me and it's as
divisive as raclsm. People fak about how
they want the United States to be a meiting
pot and they think the ideas of the U.S. are
9000. 1 think that's a little nalve of them, But
i those people are grolng to put themselves

on the line and fight Nazls without pushing
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largest Eroup. Gamn%ARA mentioned In
the MRR scene reporfs created a big re-
sponse because people wanted fo do
something and we were the first thing that
came out that Involved kids organizng
against Nezls. We had letters pouring In, you
could see the sentiment out there and a lof
of It was from anti-racist skinheads. We gota
few groups groups together like the Brew
Clty Skins from Milwaukee, $.H.0.C. and the
North Side Craw from Chicago, groups In
Eincinnatl, Indianapols, Lawrence, and a
few Individuals In Des Moines and Winnipeg.
So that's a brief history.
What are some of the different approaches
that these groups have used?
Kleran: There’s been a lot of half assed af-
tempts at newsletters but the Chicago
people have done much befter at it. The
projact we waorked on was fighting Nazl skin-
heads and making people awara of this
through press conferences and demonstra-
tions. We had one demonstration in coalk
tion with a black student group and a pro-
gressive white student group from the unl-
versity where we painted over Naz graffifl,
We've also have been Involvad in an anfl-
Eﬂoﬂce brutality demonstration when the
Inneapolis police Involved In a crack bust
in o black nelgborhood supposedly accl-
dentally bumnt down a house kiling an eld-
erly couple, which resutted in an outpouring
of rage from the community and many
others as well. ARA were Involved In the
planning of the demansiration, Erovided
socurity, and provided some speakers, Indk-
viduals from ARA are involved In several
political demonstrations. The women that
are involved In ARA have done a lot of anfi-
rape and antl-pomography work.
MRR: Are a lof of women involved?
Kleran: There are more Involved In Minnea-
polis than ofher cities but unfortunataly if's
macho male dominated scene. There are
woman In Minneapolls and Chicago that
ml?{\t be forming & women's caucus within
ARA which | see as a positive step.
MRR: Lel's talk about the one tactic that
stands out as daolin%wllh Nazi skins, which
Is physically confronting them.
Kieran: From our experience the tactic that
has warked In Minnaapolis includes physical
confrontation, which Is fighting them and
kicking the shit out of them. | don’t see this
means as an end because I's Important 1o
talk to people In the scene about racism
and not letting it be acceptable. If you are
golng out there and fight and the scene Isn't
going to be behind you then It's not very
effactive. We starfed by talking with some of
the younger people involved with the Nazs,
making sure they know what they will be
defending|f there isa fight, We mada it clear
to the Nazl skinheads fhat they will nof or-
ganize at shows, they will not organize ot
hangouts, we wiil not be filends with_these
ﬁaopie. Like the ﬁeclula song goes. 'Mou
ave raclst friends then you're suppofing
racist people”. So we kicked Ir ass,
moved them out and woulan’t let them
hang out and that has worked. There are no
Nazls In Minneapols because of this tactic
belng used and same Is frue for Chicago,
MRR: You make it sound so easy, so can you
into some detalls as fo Trﬂour a ach.
eran: Some people get this fear that skin-
heads are these supeimen that can’t be
eat but the fact Is that any two people
should be able to beat any one person If it
comes down tothat. One of the reasons why
The Baldies won so much Isn't because
we're on some macho frip or that we're all
huge people but because we've been able
to get the numbers to su%ort us and that’s
what's most Important, For the most part

Nozis are not the maljority of the scene and
if the majority of the people In some way
reslst them aither by nof speaking to them,
not letting them info shows, or fighting them
thay're going to be gone. | think all of those
approaches are useful but | think fighting
does It best for us.
MRR: Among the baldles, Is there a general
level of consclousness? How much of your
action Is political awareness and how much
of It Is @ matter of being In the gang that Is
Eolng to win?

leran: | think this Is worth talking abouf
because a lot of people accuse us of this. A
lot ofthem are mgmends 50| won't prefend
that | have an unblased view of if all. I talk a
lot about It, other people talk a lof abouf
politics. people have some basic Ideas why
there are raclsts out there. They are aware of
some baslc class politics to understand that
by splitting black people and white Eeopia
upthenlt mokasragutur people weakerasa
class. People also have moral outrage be-
cause they have friends who are black,
Latin, and Aslan. So those are the main
driving forces. Other people are more politi-
cal andidentify themselves as black nation-
allst, anarchist, soclalist, or varlous different
stripes of the left. Some Idenfify themselves
as antl-racist U.S. patriofs, But everyone Is
cleat on the fact that racism divides people
that should be united. That Is our base level
ofunderstanding. | wouldn‘t say that pecple
aren't atiracted to us because we won fhe
battie with the local Nazis. Obviously people
aren’t going to join a gang that Is losing all
the time. Butwe're not ouf oouln? for a fight
every night; people who are looking for that
are going to get bored.
MRR: One Interesting aspect thal we were
hikin;r about eatller Is the aspects of ether
consclousness Including macho atiitudes,
homophobla, and sexism.
Kieran: Ithink it's growing. A lot ofthe women
involved are constantly confronting people
who make derogatory comments towards
them . or sexualze women. That's how |
leamed a lot from women faking to me
about it and think this Is frue for a lof of ofher
men Involved. |won’t say that it'sperfect but
it's better than a lot of scenes that I've been
a part of. People are struggling with these
lssues. As for homophobla, there aren’t any
openly %uy members of The Baldles. Gay
people have come to our ARA meetings
and we’ve had discussions on how to deal
with homophobla. No one Is outright antl-
gay. there’sno gay bashing because that Is
seon as something the Nazis do, but then
again people stil at fimes use the word fag
to describe someone’s sexual preference
but they are usually confronted when this
happens. | can‘t speak for others cities on
;rlhls'roplc but thislswhat it Islike In Minneapo-

8.

MRR: Do you want fo talk about some of the
other skinhead groups you work with and
some of the ditferences that you have?
Kieran: I'm wiling to work with paople who
are wiling to fight Nozis because | think f's
Important to have some type of unily In
fighting them, but I'm also gaing fo be hon-
st as to what my politics are. If | see shit that
| don'tiike I'm going to crificize it and I'm not
ﬁ_lolng to apologke for my politics. | think
ere Is a tendency among some sections of
antl-raclst skinheads to dive Into natlonalism
but to me that's what Skrewdriver does.
Nationalism Isn’t appealing to me and lt's as
divisive as raclsm. People falk about how
they want the United States to be a melfing
pot and they think the Ideas of the U.S. are
qood. | think that’s a little nalve of them, But
if those people are going to put themselves
on the line and fight Nazls without pushing

thelr nationalist view on others then I'll work
with them.
MRR: A lot of middle class kids who mainly
constitute the hardeore scene are not used
to violence or they're afrald of violence and
when they see It they're put off by it. Do you
have any thoughts about that?
Kieran: If people feel that they can't fight
then that's thelr declslon. Maybe they could
do something eise fo support anil-racist
activities. | think we should do what works to
fioht Nazls and that’s what convinces me.
R: What about people who say that you
empfor violence so you're as bad as them
or sink ngr’:o thelr level?
Kieran: | think that's really fucked up and |
think thera‘s some racist attitudes to that,
MRR; How do you distingulsh what's OK vio-
lence and what's not OK vioclence?
Kleran: | think It's a matter of violence that
tries to oppress people and viclence that Is
used to defend a scene or community.
We're not fighting so we can have power
over everyone (and | don’t think we could If
we wanfed to). | think people Just getfed up
with Nozism and are willng to do whatever
it takes to kick them out.
MRR: What do zou think about the results of
damage that the Nazi skins have done and
the publlcity surounding thal? Do you think
that it Is possible for anti-racist skins to ever
regain the confidence of either minorities or
the general public at large or Is It a lesing
battle because people only relate skinhead
to Nazl and at best you're just freading wa-

ter?
Kleran: | think there are @ lot of valld polnts
there and | don’t know what the answer Is,
But a good example Is England where there
are still antl-raclst skinheads who are organ-
izZing and furning the tide even though In
Europe skinheadls thought of asa Nazithing.
One of the main reasons why we stay skin-
heads Is because we have affinity wirh the
subculture but also by antl-racist skins exist-
ing we dcma?‘e a recruiting tool that Tom
Metzger and the Nazis have. | think that It's
really Important for any movement fo have
some type of culture andskinheadlsthe one
they’re puliing for right now and If there are
people within that culture actively ﬂgh?lnE it
then it makes It harder for them to grow. For
me, | llke the music and style and there are
qolng to be kids who are going follke It and
{fthey come Into It and the only option they
have Is to hang out with Nazis then they'll do
that. So | think [t’s important to have alferna-
tives to that,
MRR: Is the public you deal with in Minnea-
polis aware of the difference between raclst
and antl-raclst skinheads?
Kleran; We had one press conference (after
one Nazl aftack) to make It clear that we
weren't Nozls and that we were going to
fight these people. | think we need to do
more things like that bacause obviously we
can't compete with Geraldo and Oprah
pointing out Nazi skinheads. In the' high
schools, word gets around that there’s this
group called the Baldies who are differant.
nce In a whie people will question us
about whether we're Nazl and we've al-
ways baen able to explain ourselves before
the fists ﬂr It's something that scares me
because | don’t want to get fo the point
where people of color are afiald of me of
anyone from our group, and if that hcp;:ens
1 might have to reevaluate things. At this
oint we've made enough connections
rough different communifies so it*s ok. In
other cities, the scene Is so separate fiom
other communities that the two elements
are rarely around each other and that’sthe
reason why they don’t have to change, |
don't know If that’s good or not.




