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A Conceptualization of the

- Law in the Manifold of Work

"It is possible to neutralize carefully
selected and planned targets, such as court
Jjudges, ...judges, police and State Security
officials, CDS chiefs etc. For psycho-
logical purposes it is necessary to take
extreme precautions, and it is absolutely
necessary to gather together the population
affected, so that they will be present,
take part in the act, and formulate
accusations against the oppressor."
CIA Manual
Psychological Operations
in Guerilla Warfare

"Mine the harbors of Nicaruagua? This is an
act violating international law. It is an
act of war. For the life of me, I don't see
how we are going to explain it."
Barry Goldwater
Letter to William Casey
{CIA) 21/10/84

"Among fnternational law experts, a group not
noted for their unanimity, there is remarkably
broad agreement that the United States' in-

vasion was a flagrant violation of internation-

al law.... Those who minimize the internation-
al law implications of the Grenada invasion
say the foreign observers will be impressed
and not by our acceptance of the contraints
of law but our ruthlessness,.our willing-
ness to impose our will by force. ...But
foreigners aren't stupid.”
Abram Chayes
Prof. of Law of H.L.S.
{served as legal adviser
to State Dept. from
1961-64) (N.Y. Times
editorial 11/15/83)

"The president has no understanding of 1aw"
Anthony Lewis-
N.Y. Times Editorial
4/11/84

“From thence they proceeded to Newgate, and
gave them FIVE MINUTE LAW!"

Mad Tom

“First thing, let's hang the lawyers."

USING THE LAW POLITICALLY

We have long realized that the law/politics
dichotomy professed to us by capital is as
ficticlous as the economics/politics dichotomy.
It has also long been clear that capital has
always in one form or an other, used the law
politically in its struggles against us.
Further, it has worked hard at maintaining
the law/politics dichotomy fiction. Much of
the liberal jurisprudence is devored in
one form or the other to this task.

And so we are not surprised that the Reagan
regime is aware of the ficticiousness of the
law/politics dichotomy. What is a surprise
to us, however, is that major parts of Reagan’'s
counterplanning have involved what amounts to
direct attacks on certain sectors of the legal
system and the laws it adjudicates (together
The Law). The Reagan administration has open-
ly manipulated the sectors of The Law it wants
to use in its struggles against us and has
expelled The Law as it is used to control

and regulate the state and the economy. 1In
other words, Reagan is openly attempting to
use The Law as a political tool in his
counterplanning against us. These actions
differentiate the Reagan regime from "normal
practices of previous regimes in the U.S.

Reagan has also been very open about the
fact that he sees much of The Law he wants
to destroy and change as products of our
past struggles where capital ended up with
the "short end of the stick". He sees
those sectors of the law as being in large
part responsible for the work/energy crises
capital has faced in the last 20 years.

And finally, Reagan is taking such drastic
action {(an open demystification of the law/
politics dichotomy) at a time when it is
capital that is on the offensive (at least
in the U.S.). Common liberal and even left-
ist knowledge would have us believe capital
would be employing more "legitimating” forms
of counterplanning. In other words, it is
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attacking and eradicating large sectors
of The Law and the liberal state at a time
when capital, at least in the U.S., is not
facing imminent destruction.

We have not been surprised to see different
sectors of the class react to Reagans counter-
planning by turning to The Law - using The Law
politically. These legal struggles have had
substantial importance in our defensive
actions (immigration, human rights, civil
rights). What has disturbed us is the often
acutely legalistic form these struggles
have taken. We have seen an inability to make
legal struggles political rather tham simply

legal. Perhaps. more serious has been an

inabilily for "political" struggles to trans-
cend narrow legality. While Reagsn under—
stands the law/politics dichotomy as fictionm,
most of the class #and the left -regardless of
what they say) has treated the fiction as real:
politics must be acted within The Law, The Law
is not political.

Given that The Law is playing such a major
role in our struggles with capital at this
juncture, we in MY have decided to re-examine
our understanding of The Law and the role it
presently plays in our struggles. The purpose
of our analysis is to develop a conceptual-
ization which will enable us to use and undetr-
stand The Law as a product of our past
struggles and as a tool for future struggles;
in other words, to enable us to more effec-—
tively transcend the ficticious law/politics
dichotomy. We also seek to develop a
conceptualization which will enable us to
digscover the limits of The Law so as to
enable us to transcend it more quickly and
effectively.

1.0 Introduction

Our (MN} past experlence with the numerous
debates and reflections on The Law has led us
to conclude that we (MN) must begin our task
by first developing our own conceptualization.
We arrived at this understanding primarily
for two reasons.

First, present conceptualizations and
debates on The Law and its role in our
struggles, generally appear not tc be effec-
tive when we as a class {or sectors of the
class) try to apply them so as to politicize
our use of the Law. Although they often
make significant contributions to our efforts
at arriving at an understanding of both how
capital uses The Law and how The law as
an institution works - in other words, a
critical view of capital's perspective of The
Law ~ they generally fail to provide us with
an analysls of how we as a class use The Law,
the limitations of it, and how we can use it
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in conjunction with other forms of struggle.

In short, they do not provide a working class
perspective of The Law. This problem, in
large part, is a consequence of not placing
and analyzing The Law in the context of a
political (class and soclal struggle) universe,

Second, none of these conceptualizations
are founded on a "refusal of work" perspective
similar to our own. In order for us {(MN)
to begin a serious analysis of the role The
Law plays and can play in our struggles, we
first need to analyze The Law itself from our
perspective.

What follows are notes on our preliminary
conceptualization of The Law. In later
issues we intend to criticize and expand on
it. We also intend to use it to address past,
present and future struggles as well as other
perspectives of The Law. Other articles
in this issue, in part, begin to do so
immediately.

2.0 Flashback To The Prologue'

In Prologue To The Use of Machines (MN # 5)
(hereinafter Prologue), we (MN) "voyaged in(to)
the manifold of work {(world of work) searching
(for) an escape from it"™. More specifically,
we set off to discover the imterrelationship
among 'work" (as formally defined by capitalist
society), the development and use of machines,
and The Law of Value.

As a result of our voyage we arrived at a
set of conclusions. For present purposes we
shall summarize some of the relevant findings
in three parts.

2.1 First, we determined that the Law of
Value acts as a control grid (see Interlude

1) through which capital attempts to impose
(see Interlude 2) work on us as a class.

This grid uses and incorporates the formal
representation of human work to measure value,
distribute it, manage it and hide it. It is
our struggles against capital that both forces
this formal representation to greater complete~
ness and closer to its destruction. We also
determined that when one focuses on formal
work processes (within the manifold of work},
the Law of Value appears 4§ the predominant
control device.

2.2 Second, we determined that the in-
completeness of the 'rigorous" Law of Value
necessitates a ruling apparatus whose
function it is to enforce the "definition™
imposed by the Law of Value. We suggested
that the ruling apparatus was composed of
institutions as the state, corporations,
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"The System Investigates Itself® - The Liberator, 3/19/21

The Law and so forth. We further suggested
that this ruling apparatus 1s in fact an
image of the incompleteness of the formal
representation of the Law of Value.

2.3  Third, we determined that together the
Law of Value and the ruling apparatus do

not encompass, define or explain our universe,

which includes also the refusal of the Law
of value and the ruling apparatus (both of
which, in turn, include and are shaped by
our refusal), and the realm of non-work, of
social being, which daily co-exists with
work and refusal. Our investigation into
the role of The Law In the manifold of work
cannot directly Investigate the world of
non-work; rather, we attempt to take notice
of this realm as we base ourselves on the
refusal of work to investigate law and
work.

Interiude 1

Control Grid - We (MN) are using control
grids as conceptualizations of what may be
defined as modes/basic relationships/funda-
mental deals that exist in this socity
which are a product of class struggles and

which function and exist to define relation-
ships among ourselves and between us and

capital - te impose control and keep strug-—

gles within ultimately "productive" limits.
At this particular time im history, we are
referring to control grids that exist in
capitalist society which attempt to define
particular work relationships and situations

"(production and reproduction) - in

particular the Law of Value and the Law
of Deals (explained later). As we define
them, these control grids are products of
our struggles against capital. Each
functions according to a particular type

.of logic and has its own rules and

dynamics. -This can be seen from our
analysis in Prologue where we concluded

‘that the Law of value functioned to

impese work on us and that it had its own
way of measuring value and incorporating

our struggles.

Define - We are using the term define to
connote situations such as where a control
grid (i.e. Law of Value) attempts to impose

‘control on particular relationships or

particular situations according to its
own logic and dynamics. However, since
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the struggle is always present, the outcome
is generally uncertain.

Control - We are using the term goqtrui to
to connote attempts at controlling (struggles
involved in trying to contrel}.

3.0 Journeying Into Manifold of Work

In the manifold we find a ruling apparatus,
A preliminary analysis of the apparatus (as
defined in Prologue - state, police, The Law
and so forth) leaves us with an impression
that each of the institutions and organiza-
tions which comprise the apparatus both has .
a life of its own and is a purely capitalistic
institution. Each of them appears to

" have a specific functionm it performs for

capital. Each of them in turn performs its
functions in its own "mysterious" way - under
its own internal logic with its own rules and
regulations. _ _ _

This perception, however, is obviously
inadequate and politically dangerous as it
fails to see all the actors in the development
and maintenance of these institutions and
organizatiens. It ouly sees the genesis,

adaption and modification of these institutions

from a capitalist perspective. To pierce the
veil, it is necessary that, as when analyzing
commodities, we go beyond the things/objects
relationships and get to the level (a more
fundamental one) of human relationships - the

MILLIPEDE

A mi11ipede one day begged

A great professor of mathematics

To teach him to count up to a thousand.
The sheep can count up to four,

The hen can count up to two,

The earthwork can count up to nought.

The great professor felt that it was unfair;
I don't mind what 1 have to do,

The millipede told him,.

So long as I tearn to count up to a thousand
And so become the cleverest of them all.
Then the professor cut of one of his legs.
And told him to repeat: one,

Then the professor cut off ten of his legs
And told him to repeat: ten.

Then the professor cut of a thousand legs
And told him to repeat: a thousand.

The millipede was so proud

That he could count up to a thousand
That he never noticed

He couldn't walk,

~=from William Sassine, "Wirriyamu"
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levels of work, and of human activ;;y. The
level at which we can percelve theystruggles
which in the end produce the wealth, organize
and run the. institutions, reproduce society

and produce the surplus upon which capital

At this level . we can perceive each of these
institutions as a product of social relation-
ships and activity. Given that we live in
a class society where class struggles over
time shape cur lives and our relationships,
this quite simply means that these: institu-
tions are products of class struggle over a

. period of time.

We find that in order to more clearly

understand the struggles that led to the
© adaption, development and maintenance of
"these organizations and institutions we need

to introduce a concept which we will call

the DEAL.

4.0 The Deal

Thé deal as we define it 1s a product’of
social relationships within a political/social
context: an understanding/compromise/guarantee/
imposition/division (for the lack of better
language) between classes, .individual members
of classes or different sectors of the same
class. S

A deal 1involves two stages. The first is
a deal/agrecment to make a deal (stagel){e.g.
to sell labor power to capital). The Second
stage 1s the specific deal(s}/agreements '
resulting from the.agreement to deal (e.g.
time and a half for overtime). There are also
two types of deals. Those which define
a particular relationship (type a) and those
which define the procedure of making deals
and enforcing them (type b). The degree of
force/coercion in which two sides agree
to deal and make deals varies continuously
with the political climate.

Neither class (or members of the class) nor
capital ever chooses to be in the position
which they find themselves. They have to do
the beat they can with what they have. As
long as capital and the class are in struggle
aud the class is unable to destroy capital
once and for all, we as members or sectors
of the class are forced to make certain deals
with capital. As long as capital exists, it
has to make deals with us :so0 as to be able
to extract work from us. Under capital, there
is no sense of "consenting” to deal (not even
in a contractual sense)(as Marx noted, capital
is a relationship of class struggle);it is a
question of having to make deals,



Wm. Hogarth, "Some of the Principal Inhabitannts of the MOON..."

The deal, cannot be understood in isolation.

It is a product of class struggle. TIn other
words, the deal is a product of present and
past struggles around work and the refusal
of work as well as those for life beyond
work. To be a little more precise, the
deal is a product of struggles where
factors such as: the cycle of struggles,
direct force, the Law of Value, money,
institutions and organizations, ideology,
technical reality and possibilities, wealth,
past deals, deals being made and remade in
other sectors of society, and of course the
refusal of work - all play important roles.
Thug a deal made at one point in time is a -
product of deals made at earlier points

in time in conjunction with other factors.

4.1 The Precedential Nature Of The Deal

One of the most important characteristics
of a deal and deals in general is that they
not only act to define relationships at one
particular time, but they also act to define
relationships and new deals in the future.
Oour lives, in large part, involve struggles
defined by past deals. We rely on them to
make decisions about what we can do at
any time, to justify our acts (including
striking new deals) or to defend ourselves
against attacks by capital. Capital does the
game thing. The result of these usages is
a continously changing 'body" of deals upon
which struggles are often defined.
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The "precedential nature of deals" as well
as the stage 2 deals both arise ocut of stage 1
deals. To be able to better analyze this
Ydesl to deal" we need to introduce a concept
we will call the Law of Deals. First, a word
about breaking deals.

4.2 Deals Are Made To Be Broken

It is imperative to understand that deals
will be broken whenever either side perceives
that it is to its benefit to do so. Given
that deals are made in a political context
where both sides have antithetical demands,
either side is always loocking for a better
deal. The ultimate goal for the class is
to destroy capital and not have any deal
with it at all, Capital, however, must
have a working class and so only survives
if there are deals. '

5.0 The Law of Deals .

The first deal we as a class struck with
capital was in fact the most important deal-
the acceptance of the waged labor/capital
relationship (a stage 1 deal) and along with. .
it, at a basic level, the Law of Value "deals".
As a result of this FIRST DEAL, an infinite
mimber of deals have been struck and broken
(type a,b and stage 1,2).

Our struggles with capital have continously
elevated a suhset of these deals to a positien
where they have played a major role in defining
our struggles. More precisely they have been
used by capital and the class to: 1) define
social struggles and other soclal relatiouships,
2} define social institutions and organizatioms,
3) define the manner in which past deals will
be used to define new deals, and 4) define how
unsuccessful deal breakers or deal makers will
be punished or forced into abiding by the
"rules"., It is this subset of deals that we
have defined as the Law of Deals.

6.0 Returning To The Manifold of Work

Now that we have finished introducing these
two concepts, we can continue with our voyage
through the Manifold of work.

5.1 The Law Of Deals Qua Cantrol Grid

We {MN} find that analogizing the Law of
Deals tc a control grid is very useful. It is
not only one of the best conceptualizations
of our proposed concept (The Law of Deals),
but it allows cne to play with the Law of
Deals in useful ways. It allows one to:
place the Law of Deals in space (n-dimensional);
visulaize its porousness; visualize the limited
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amount of socilal space it ''covers'; visualize
its ever changing form ; visualize the manner
in which it attempts to control social

space; and more. (Graphically, see the cover
to Midnight Notes #5.)

6.1 From The Perspective Of Deals
Within the manifeld it is quite evident

that much of the political/human activity

(struggle) we saw earlier can in fact be

classified or described as the making or
breaking of deals. It is also evident that
mach of this activity is defined by pteviously
made deals(but alwaye within the context of
struggles). It is also quite evident that

a large number of relationships and deals are
predominantly defined by the Law of Value (see
7.2). We will leave these deals out of the
picture for the time being. It is

also evident that a subset of these deals
plays a major rele in interpreting old

deals and the making and breaking of new

‘ones: the role we have defined for the Law

CHRYSOULA

A bit of straw,

a 1ittle mud,

one feather :

-and I built a paradise.

I'd ¢c1imb the trees :

with a ladder .

and eat my fill of freedom with the birds.

But soldiers from the north came
and burnt the crops,

they 1it so many crackling fires
the nightingales fied

and left a charred core,

a torn-up calamity ground.

Why do you deny me a little earth?

An angel of mine is always reminding me:
it's not allowed to be so close.

But on just one April afternoon

1'11 swim in that atmosphere

like a dragenfly.

How much steel did you use to hi

did you use to hit

the twelve ribs

which locked my heart?

How many drugs did you force down my throat
in the jail that was once a grade school?

But in spite of all your fences
a poppy will bloom in the midst of your wheat
and as your cold wind rises
it will kindle its flames
to burn you totally down.
--Rita Boumi Papa
1000 Killed Girls
TransTated from the Greek




of Deals. It i1s also quite evident (whéen
viewing the manifold from the perspective
of deals and deal making), that all the .
institutions which we earlier defined as
constituting the ruling apparatus are
also in large part a product of human/
political activity defined by the Law of
Deals as well as by other stage 1 deals.

6.2 The Law of Value As A Product Of Deals

We have up to now argued that when one
approaches the manifold of work from the Law
of Deals perspective, the making, breaking
and modification of deals are the basis
upon which our struggles are advanced and
defended. When we address or focus on the
Law of Value from this perspective, it is
evident it too is a product of our first
stage ! deal with capital as well as a
number of other very fundamental deals that
were forced upon the class by capital, And
so it begins to appear as if The Law
of Value should also be included within
the Law of Deals, '

We (MN), however, have found it politically
expedient to keep our discussions of the Law
of Value separate from those involving other
deals including those which make up the Law

of Deals. The Law of Value,
forgotten, 1s a "control device" which plays
a very special role for capital as a basic

means of imposing work and extracting surplus

it must not be

value. It may be sald that it defines
relationships involving commodities, At the
very least,it has its own special dynamics
and logic.

7.0 Different Sides Of The Same Control Grid?

When focusing on the Law of Value and its
relationship to work (as commedities or non-
commodities), the Law of Value appears to be
the main mode of defining relatiomships in
our struggles with capital. However, when
focusing on the Law of Deals and its relation-
ship to work (deals and non-deals), the Law
of Deals also appears to be the main mode of
defining relationships in our struggle with
capital (at least at this point in history).

We suggest that these two perspectives are
not antithetical to each other, If anything,
they reflect the true relationship between
the Law of Value and The Law of Deals - they
are in fact different sides of the same
control grid which are semi-autonomous from
each other but at the same time very dependant
on and interactive with each other. Each
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performs its own tunctagn, complementcs the
other ( in a sense the image of the incom-
pleteness of the other), incorporates the
other in different forms {each particular
juncture of struggle has its own mix) and
arises out of the same manifold of work and
included struggles.

8.0 The Law

Now that we have developed a general con-
ceptualization of the relationship between
work, the Law of Value, the Law of Deals

and the ruling apparatus, we can focus on

The Law{an institution separate and semi-—
autonomous from other institutions).

Focusing on The Law, clearly its function
1s to codify/interpret/mediate deals. It
performs its role by, in effect, codifying
and interpreting deals included (at any
one time) in the Law of Deals and in turn
using that to mediate/interpret/enforce all
deals in general. It alsc attempts to use
the codification/interpretation of the Law
of Deals to define other non-deal relation-
ships. The Law, in effect, functioms as an

institutionalized form of the Law of Deals.

In other words, it attempts to approximate

both the Law of Deals and real societyi (For )
a discussion of approximation, see Prologue:16.
The Law is thus a two-sided approximation,

that of both reality and the abstraction from
reality (Law of Deals).

It must not be forgotten that The Law is a
a "political"™ institution. It, as an institutien,
is a product of struggles between capital and
the class. Its role is that of interpreting/
codifying deals (products of struggles) and
then using it to interpret/mediate/enforce
deals and other activitcy (our present
struggles). And finally, The Law itself as
an institution is continously an arena of
struggle (personell, ideology, procedure etc.).

8.1 The Limits Of The Law

As an attempted approximation (see 8.0) of
the Law of Deals, The Law has many limitations,
To begin with, it is unable to interpret/codify
all the deals that are included in The Law of
Deals at any one time, Second, its own process

_of interpretation/codification is a product
.struggles ( both inside and outside the in-

stitution) and thus it never performs its
'stated" role perfectly. Again, depending
on the struggles outside of The Law and

within The Law, at times, it performs its

"stated" function more "fairly" or more "per-
fectly" than at other times. . ("Falrly" and
"perfectly"” have only political meaning.)
Third, its ability to interpret/mediate/enforce
deals and other activities (at times) is limi~
ted by its ability to codify/interpret deals

in the Law of Deals and the fact that only a
small percentage of all possible struggles
under capital (never mind all possible human
activities) are "covered" by deals.

9.0 To Be Continued

242 £IFEE

PALMIST: *There is a Man Following You With a Bludgeon.”
CAPITALIST: “Yes, Yer! What Else Do You See?”
PALMIST: “Nothing But Your Finish!"

Page 8

Industrial Worker, March 27, 1913



Capital's impbéft
discipline requires many
structures, all ‘of them:
struggle. Dlscipline beg
family and waged wo:k~‘
school and other state,
and is backed by pélicihg =
military. In the.U.S., -the
municipal, state, federal
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Policing includes normaé
operations at the levels o% -
ty patrollingfcontrollingﬁgand poli-
tical police; courts and/prdisons;
and 'licensed' or perﬁ%&t ' ter-
ror such as assassinatfons, murders ;
and lynchings by groups such as the
Klan. Finally the police%are the
most visible and overt enfdrcers of
the law--to a great extent; what the
police do is the law. Below, to
complement our discussiqﬁf'f the law,
we outline a brief hig /x%rygof the
police in the U.S. ﬁy
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"required" increased contrgl to ensure perk moment was 1894, when the army had to be used
discipline, smash tnions, divide workeﬁs a?d to defeat ‘Coxey 5 Army' and the Pullman Strike.

5 11 Yhe Progrekswe Era to 1950

The issue of the F%llce ?s a form mf social most unions and much of the w.c. right to vote,
contreol (among other “forms); was debafed withln North and South), and ‘paternalism'~-a more
capital and new forms exper;mented with during regulated and smooth capitalism,

the "Progressive Era." Thik perlo@ marks a @ :The Progressive's themes were crime preven~
time of capltalist 'reformfsm 1n«ﬁhich "'pro tlﬂn by more intensive police presence in the
gressive" capé%ﬁl sought té suppgement the old coﬁmunity and by other institutions such as
forms of cont¥ol with scckal plafining and S04 schools and clubs; control of police lawless-—

cial 'engineering,' limited reforms (having, ﬁgyhuess, in which exposes served as fuel for re—
by 1896, smashed populism, 3the Black movement, form, centrallzat1on of command; separation of
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the police from the rest of the working class
(ending residence requirements, 'professional-
tzation); development of police political 'neu-
trality'; and the use of technology, such as
patrol cars, statistical data keeping systems,
and chemical and blological techniques.

The post-World War I period saw massive
class revolt met with massive repression. The
period was marked by such things as the 1919
Seattle General Strike; the Palmer railds (in-
cluding deportation of left militants); Black
pationalism and resistance met by race riots,
lynchings, rise anew of the Klan; destruction
of unions; and women's vight to vote. Im 1921,
for the first time in U.S. history, the Okla-
homa State Police bombed urban Blacks by plane.

In the 1920's, the sharp repression, class
defeat and resulting speedup and lowered wages
enabled the rise of extreme profitability, mu-
ting the reformism of the Progressive Fra.

The state did learn from previous conflict to
‘modernize' as seen in the creation of natio-
nal police (FBI, Treasury police) and increa-
sed national coordination, and increased use
and spread of technology.

In the 1930's, the collapse of capital's
boom and the upsurge of class struggle was met
by capitalist reformism, a "Wew Deal" between
capital and w.c. with unionization and social
security the cornerstones, posing again the
problem of police-class relations.

In 1931, the National Commission on Law Ob-
gervance and Enforcement (Wickersham Commls-
sion), Vol. 13, Police, urged professionali-
zation, science and technology, an end to
*community' interference, and use of public
relations techmiques to gain w.c. acceptance
of police; and it attacked corruption. In
all, a resurgence of the Progressive themes.

" TFor the New Deal to succeed, the w.c., or
a part of it, had to be brought into society
as 'respectable,' and thus be treated differ-
ently by police, and in turn would have to
accept the police as for them.

While these reforms were the main aspect,
reformism requires (being a recomposition),
both inclusion and exclusion.” In 1936, Roose-
velt ordered the FBI to collect information
on "subversives." In 1938, the House Unameri-
can Activities Committee (HUAC) formed as a
special investigating committee, leading to
the 1938 Foreign Agents Registration Act, still
law and recently resgurrected by Reagan. Po-
jice still were used to break strikes and at-
tack communities as needed. During WWII, es-
pecially in 1943, "Zoot Sult™ riots erupted

between Black and Mexican youths and White ser~
vicemen and expanded into race riots across

the U.S. Social commentators decried the rise
of "juvenile delinquency” among young men and
women while daddy was away and mommy in the
war plant. And during the war, the Supreme
Court (5.C.) made it law that a groups could
be imprisoned on the basis of ethnicity,

this time the Japanese.

In the post-War period, capital launched
another wave of repression to reestablish
social order and re-set the balance between
w.c. and capital. In 1945, HUAC was made a
permanent committee. Massive strikes were met
by red-baiting, Taft-Hartley, Smith Act, 1950
Emergency Detention Act, McCarren Act on immi-
gration (reduced non-white entrance, gave
visa powers to the President, again recently
used by Reagan). 'Corrected" unions were ac-
cepted as "junior partners" in capital. ' The
state eirculated capital to comstruct the sub-
urbs, geographically dividing class sectors,
and higher education, sharpening the job and
wage hierarchy. Daddy was on the job, Mommy
in the home and the kids in school--all was
well in the capitalist universe--almost.

Capital's revised deal, culminating nearly
a century of struggles, cycles, experiments
and planning, created a class composed of a
hierarchy of sectors, each of which could be,
had to be, treated differently by the police.
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HI. The 1950’s to 1964

In the 1950's, with relative union peace,
the policing problem had two main points: at
the community level, controlling "irregular”
sectors of the class, and at the political
level, mopping up the left.

Progressive virtues became massified: pro-
fesslonalization, increased use of technology
such as the radio car and centralized FEI
files. TV spread 'good cop' ideology. In the
suburbs, 'we' were protected by Highway Pa—
trel ("10-4"} from random dangers; in the
"Naked City", however, it was an uphill bat-
tle against crime, often doomed from the start
(""Car 54, Where Are You?'D).

In apparent social peace, elements of the
anti-red campaign were reduced. The 8.C.
curtailed the Smith, McCarren and Detention
Acts, and isgsued criminal rights and civil
rights rulings te regularize and modify black/
white and police/'criminal' relations. Howe-
ver, this was also a period of police prepa-
ration and planning for the future.

1956: FBI initiates COINTELPRO-CPUSA (COun-—
terINTELigencePROgram) because previous laws
had not smashed the CP and the 85.C. was easing
up on political repression laws.

IV. 1965 to Mid-70’s

This period begins with the 1965 Watts up-
rising, the first of a series of major Black
rebellions in Northern clties. This community
uprising caught the police by surprise and un-
prepared. The police had both to repress such
risings and reorganize "police community rela-
tions." The Black reveolt produced many orga-
nizations which the political police sought to
smash. By the late 1960's, other non-white
peoples and a political-cultural movement of
sectors of White vyouth also demanded atten-
tion from police at the community and political-
police levels. Police responses included both
militarization and community-relations actions
at the community level, and massive illegality
at the political-police level. These actions
helped smash many organizations. A counter-
offensive against the illegality resulted in
exposures and legislation "controlling" the
illegal activities, including Civilian Review
Boards to curtail local police repression and
iliegality. These Boards were often boycotted
by police and later eliminated. Consider
these selected moments, largely from the poli-~
tical-police struggle:

1966: National Highway Safety Act helps
fund pelice hardware, including helicopters.

U.8. Congress' National Commission on
Reform of the Federal Criminal Laws (Brown
Commission) created to "improve the federal
system of criminal justice,”

Formation of Law Enforcement Intelligence
Unit (LEIU), a private network of police intel-
ligence units, outside the FBI, who own their
own data and are "beyond the reach of public
accountability."

1961: COINTELPRO-SWP, as it supported Cuba.
1962: In preparation for militarization of
police, ¥BI swaps information on civiiians from

its files with the military for riot contrel
training; continues to 1973 before detected;
military got 100,000 files, FBI had 1800 agents
trained.

1964: COINTELPRO-White Hate Groups, in res-
ponse to Civil Rights and assassinations of
activists; against, said Hoover, a 'relative
few individuals in each organization who use
strong-arm tactics," unlike left groups, where
the problem is the whole organization. (a)

By the 1960's, the emerging crisis for the
pelice was what to do about Blacks, and later
other social movements. Illegal intelligence
and disruption actions, militarization ecf po-
lice, use of right-wing groups, etc., was the
'hard' side. On the 'soft' side were community
patrols, re-organizing the police, and attemp-
ting to respond to Blacks as police had to le~
gal unions in the 1950's.

From 1966 to 1970, military intelligence
was activated around domestic activities over
20 times (e.g., Pentagon actions, October,
1967.) Exposed, 1970.

1967: Rebellions in Newark, Detroit, ete,
LAPD creates first SWAT team, modeled on
Vietnam operations, trained by marines, staffed

by ex-Nam vets.

COINTELPRO-Black Extremist: "to expose, dis-
rupt, misdirect, discredit and otherwise neu-
tralize black nationalist groups."” '

NCIC (National Crime Information Center),
links federal, state and local police with na-
tional computers to centralize information.

President's Crime Commission, "Task Force
on Police' report calls for: more science and
technology; use of military model (Vietnam's
"electronic battlefield"). for technical and
command structures; more 'soft' appreaches
and extension of 'mew deal' to urban Blacks/
poor; blamed hard approaches {police actions)
for exacerbating urban riots.

LBJ orders Army and National Guard officers
to receive training in "a standardized approach
to handling civil disturbances." Expanded in
1969 teo include all military branches plus ci-
vilians~-police, private and campus security,
etc.; thousands were trained. :

1968: COINTELPRO-New Left: to "neutralize
and disrupt.”

Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act:
creates LEAA.
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"Report of the Advisory Commission on Civil
Disorders" (Kerner Commission) calls for 'pro-
gressive' and 'new deal' style reforms to inte-
grate Blacks inte 'society' and, as part of
that, calls for police reforms, both hard and
soft approaches, technology, training, plan- '
ning, community patrols, public relations, etc.
(But see our Space Notes for discussion of
other Commission proposals, such as "Spatial
Deconcentration.")

1969: Government sets up combined military-
police~civilian Command Post Exercises to ena-
ble coordinated responses to civil disturban-
ces, via Interdepartmental Plan between 'Jus-
tice! and 'Defense.'

Marches and riots against Vietnam War ex-
pand.

1970: '""Cambodia Spring", military involved
with FBI in counter-planning, students killed
on several campuses.

Police Foundation started with $30m grant
from Ford Foundation to push police reform,
including 'team policing', neighborhood
Gatoh. T R et SR

1970's: Nixon regime develops use of Grand
Juries to attack activists.

1971: March 8, Citizens Committee to Inves-
tigate the FBI ''liberates” hundreds of politi-
cal documents from FBI offices in Media, PA,
exposing the existence and practices of COIN-
TELPRO, etc.

April 20, Hoover terminates COINTELPRO.
LEAA proposes to set up national standards
and goals for police, and encourages community-

police cocperation.

Congress repeals 1950 Emergency Detention
Act.

Brown Commission (see 1966) issues report,
Nizon decides too liberal, orders Mitchell to
revise U.S. code, Mitchell appeints Rehnquist
(now most reactiomary S§.C. Justice) to task.
~ MAYPAY in D.C.: use of RFK stadium to hold
thousands of detainees, later declared illegal.
{Model for Pinochet im Chile in 19737) _

1973: National Advisory Commission on Cri-
minal Justice Standards and Goals, volume on

V. Late 70’s

The recomposition of class relations of
accumulation has police components to comple-
ment austerity, the "opportunity society,”
the new model family, etc. These measures
have included recomstructing criminal law
("Sons of 3-1"), re-establishing the powers
of the political police, and re-organizing
local police. The expansion of the political
police has involved S-1 and a series of exe-
cutive Orders (E0) by Reagan:

1981: E.0. 12333 says CIA can work with
FBI, sets 'guidelines.’

1982: E.0. 12356 allows re-classification
of previously declassified documents and ena-
bles restriction of documents available under
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"Police", more collective wisdom of reformist
capital.

Original "S$-1" bill introduced into Senate
by right wing of Brown Comm. Mitchell-Rehn-
quist bill introduced as $-1400.

Wounded Knee Occupation; implements mili-
tary-police coordination in a 'test run’;
87th Airborne and 4th Infantfy on alert.

1974: "Watergate" reveals illegal peolice
actions, including CIA domestic operations.

FRBI boss Kelley says FBI would use pro-
grams akin to COINTELPRC "under emergency
situations.”

Ford orders consolidaticon of previous
S-~1 and S-1400 bills.

1975: HUAC abolished.

Church Committee investigates CIA, dis-
closes some illegal domestic activities, co-
vers up others (e.g., infiltration and sabo-
tage of the 'underground press') and minimi-
zes the extent. Report and recommendations
released in 1976.

S-1 introduced, called "Nixon's revenge,".

' 1976: Presidential restrictions placed on ~
CIA and other agencies, 'Domestic Security
Guidelines" issued.

By the mid-70's, the movements were largely
defeated and capital's offensive in full
swing through planned austerity, etc. (See-
other issues.) While gains had been made in
exposing and controlling the police, one other
result of the defeat of the cycle of struggles
is that the police operate on a substantially"
more sophisticated level technologically in
the 1980's than they did in the 1960's, have
been far more militarized and presumably may
be a more effective repressive force.

But by no means have the police's problems
gone away, particularly the question of how
to deal with hostile communities. Thus,
from the late 70's to the mid-80's, the prob-
lems faced by the police were how to re-estab-
lish their covert capacities to disrupt move-
ments and how to reorganize the basic police
presence to minimize antagonism while main-
taining repression and social discipline.

to Present

Freedom of Information Act (FOIL).

" 1983: E.0. of March 21 re-writes "Domestic
Security Guidelines" to allow FBI greater
freedom to operate; expands use of RICO (anti-
organized crime) law against left organiza-
tions for being "eriminal conspiracy.”

E.0. of March 1l imposes sStronger censor-
ship on federal employees to prevent ''leaks."

The Supreme Court has, among other things,
weakened Miranda {(suspect's rights) and the
exclusionary law, declared the CIA can keep
secret even unclassified files, and has said
students property in school can be searched
without a warrant.

The police function has been formally ex-



panded via forms such as the "neighborhcod
watch"--but only where closely controlled by
the police. In Atlanta, autonomous community
patrols to protect Black children were smashed
by police, as previous similar efforts in.
other cities had been.

Killing non-Whites by police and by civi-
lians (Goetz) mounts as the number of legal
executions rises. In Philadelphia, members
of MOVE are murdered and the police bomb a
Black neighborhood in perhaps the extreme
edge of experiments in urban guerilla warfare.
A revived prohibitionism via a crusade to
raise the legal drinking age and 'crack down
on drunk drivers' has swept the land while
Jesse Jackson demands youth pledge to "stay

VI. Cycles of

Crude, brief and impressiomistic as our
outline may be, a number of points are revea-
led by the study. First, reformism and re-

" pression have an interconnected relation to =
cycles of class struggle that is not merely
repetitive. Thus: mass movements of the

late 1800's were met mostly by repression;

the “progressive era" saw a combination of
repression (main theme) with experiments

in reform that gave way in the WWI and post-
War period to first hard repression then
consclidation of tools of repression. But

in the 1930's, the main feocus shifted to reform
with repression as a back-up to help 'persuade'
the w.c. of the merits of reform. On the

backs of new deal reformism and the roll-back
of w.c. gains in the post-war period {accent

on repression), modern 'professiocnal' policing
comes into its own. The turmeil of the 60's
re~emphasizes the need for political repression
and for a more militarized police, but also

for better community-police relations. Here,

Wm. Hogarth, "The Tndustrious 'Prentice grown rich & Sheriff of London"

straight.'" 1In 1984, the prison population
set a record size of 464,000 in state and fed=-.
eral prisons, tens of thousands more in local
and country jails, as "tougher sentencing'
laws are passed.

However, the police issue remains contested.
In the past year, acts of police brutality and
torture have been exposed and attacked with in-
creased frequency, suits against police have
been won, Cambridge, Mass, installed a Civi-
lian Review Board after a community push, and
a reform movement again seems to be sweeping
the police in response to Black and other com-
munity struggles and as the police attempt to
develop a model useful in preventing further
"ecommunity disorders.™

Policing

unlike the 30's, repression seems tc dominate,
Whv? .

For a time, the level of divisien in the
w.c. in the 30's was greatly lowered, presen-
ting capital, in crisis, with a more threaten-
ing w.c. Drawing on the wisdom of the experi-
ments of the progressive era, capital saw a
possibility to incorporate large sectors of
the industrial working class into a new deal
in which benefits for sectors of the w.c.
would be substantial. The story of the 30's
and the post-war period is how capital and the
w.c, 'negotiated' that deal and which sectors
of the w.c. would be included and which left
out. The deal required, as all such deals do,
that some of the class acquiesce in the execlu-
sion of the rest, who often were conveniently
non~White. Thus a changed, more ambiguous
relation emerged between the now-property-pos=-
sessing working class and the police, whose”
community repression function became, outside

of occasional labor conflict, far more directed
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toward the "irregular" sectors of the class
and, often, the youth of the w.c. as a whole.
What not to repress, such as wife and child
abuse in all class sectors, complemented what
to repress. i

In the 1960's, reform took the shape of
Johnsen's Great Socilety, which promised that
the whole w.c. would attain the status of 're-
gspectable’ with a Tgood' wage. But this re-
quired that Blacks and other sectors would not
get too out of hand, and neither would the peo-
ple of the third worid whose 'deal' would be to
act as the 'irregular' sectors of the U.S5.
working class, elther via immigration or the
export of capital. Unlike the 30's and 40's,
where capital successfully utilized war to
overcome crilsis and plan for global expansion,
the U.S. in the 60's could not use the Vietnam
war to build social unity. Rather, the war in
the streets of the U.S. combined with the war
in Asia to push capital into a deep crisis of
accunulation.

While the late 1940's saw victorious U.S.
capital use its victory to ensure Pax Ameri-
cana at home and abroad, the mid-1970's saw
U.S. capital imposing austerity to push the
crisis deeper, divide the class anew, and re-
assert accumulation. No rew deal, but stron-
ger repression. .

In such ecircumstances, the police relatiomn
to the Black community could not change to a
new deal relaticnship, but had to remain at a
more coercive level because the Blacks were
to be denied access to the wealth they had
fought for in the 50's-~60's. What began as
carrot-stick shifted to a heavier stick with
less carrot. The two cycles of struggle have
different results and the police role has
therefore remained different. ' '

Second, we have seen continuous themes in
the development of pollcing: professionaliza-
tion, centralization, technology. Conflict is
the occasion for qualitative leaps in each
aspect in order to meet the challenge; however,
between waves of struggle, the police experi-
ment with new technologles, organizational
forms, etc., and sectors of capltal debate the
best modes of policing, the balance of 'hard'
and 'soft'. Each new cycle builds on the last.
But after a given height of struggle, the pace
must slow., Capital's planners may be aware
‘that a new upsurge in struggle can be eipected
at some future point, but they are unable to
predict where and how it will erupt. In these
'slow' stages of the cycles they do not drama-
tically impose changes on policing, as they do
not know the problems they will have to face
in more than a very general way, mot specific
enough to justify massive experimental expendi-
tures, reorganization, etc. (1} These are pe—
riods of local experiments, consolidation,
slow development of technology, reforms of a
mild nature, etc.

Third, we can observe that the type of poli-
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aspect of policing.

cing in the community shifts with changes in
class composition and struggle. The first cycle
in this history saw basic repression of an un-
differentiated and unaccomodating working class
as the model. Progressivism asks if a new mo-
del might be both possible and necessary, but
only a few experiments develop, of all sorts--
technological, organizational. Capital had
not solved the problem of dividing the class
in a manner which would allow unionization.’
Gompers was trying to show them how, but at
the wrong level for a 'mass worker' society,
and so appeared only as reactionary, protec-
ting his craft workers.

Tt took the crisis of the 30's to alter po-
licing, and even then it did not settle into
a basic model until the 1950's. At this point,
the police developed a differentiated model
based on the divisions in the class and, in a
sense, reminiscent of the slave patrols: The
'good' (White) workers are presumed to be a
part of society and thus to be protected. The
'bad' (largely non-White) workers are on the
one side to be treated as enemy and contaimed,
and on the other side partially allowed to do
as they chose among themselves. Different from
slavery, now it did not matter if onme Black
killed another. : .

Fourth, our outline has suggested that class
control, not crime contrel, is the central
The differentiation of
police action toward various class sectors
reproduces and strengthens divisions in the

LEAA

LEAA was created to lead and coordinate a
"war on crime" focusing on two realms, know-
ledge and force. From 1969 to 1975, it chan-
neled over $1 biliion to police (39% of its
funds expended), "corrections" {13%), courts
(13%), and other aspects of crime control.
Much of the money was spent on military hard-
ware--guns, chemicals, cruisers, helicopters,
planes, even tanks. $320m were spent on
"communications, information, and intelligence
systems." Most of the money was channeled
through State Commissions dominated by police.

LEAA pushed the "military” model of pali-
cing right down to enabling military sup-
pliers such as Sylvania, Rockwell, Hughes
and MITRE to develop a huge new market.
develop centralized command systems, they
funded computers, -$90m for 100 systems, in-~
cluding the private LEIU (see 1956}. Later
in the 70's, LEAA alsc funded community
groups of various sorts under the rubric of
community -control of crime. They pushed
"team policing", which replaces {sometimes}
the old "mass" structure the way "team"
auto production replaces the assembly line
(sometimes). LEAA died as Carter pushed
the austerity program. (1)

To



“I'VE LIVED HERE
IN THIS CITY  #gfe
FOR OVER 40 &
YEARS!...AND A
NEVER ONCE/.
HAVE 4 BEEN{ &
BRUTALIZED
BY THE
POLICEI!'

A\
3

Acoas [},

w.c. Toward the ‘irregular' sectors, the
combination of repression and neglect acts po-
litically te attack community power. For ex-
ample, the "failure' to block heroin epide-
mics effectively ensures the death or incapa-
citation of many potentially 'troublesome'
Bilack youths. Facing both neglect and repres-
sion, the community respomnse is ambiguous.
Fifth, since the cycles of policing have
a complex relationship to other cycles of
struggle, we cannot determine a simple con-
servative/liberal differentiation in how capi-
tal responds to struggles via policing. Lib-
erals are every bit as capable as conservatives
in pushing strong repression. Humphrey out~
flanked Nixon om the right in pushing the 1950
Detention Act after Nixon had 'merely' sought
to register all Communists. Kennedy has joined
with Thurmond to push highly repressive
changes in ciminal law in "Son of 5-1". On
the other hand, it iz the liberals who push the
'soft' side of social reformism, acting as
capital’s barometers, guaging the complex in-
teractions of the shape of struggle with the
flexibility (income in particular) of capital
to determine the mix of repression and reform
needed by capital to curtail struggle and en-
gineer a social mix conducive to the continua-

tion of accumulation (Kennedy again, this time
in South Afrdica. Interestingly, exiled S.
African poet Dennis Brutus referred to the pre-
ventive detention aspects of Kennedy's "Crime"
bill as "identical" to theose in force in

South Africa.)

Sixth, this discussion of policing has fo-
cused on cycles of union strikes and community
Tiots as indicators of struggle to which the
police must respond. Implicitly, the proto-
typical subject of direct policing is male--—
men are the ones mostly arrested and impriso-

ned. The policing of women has been more tho-
roughly a family affair, buttressed less in
the 20th century by police than by psychiatry.
However, as women's struggles have changed
the shape of the family and social reproduc-
tion, theilr struggles have interacted with
the daily content of police work, The police
have had to play a stronger role in controlling
youth and providing 'discipline’, to the point
of patrelling school halls, closing parks at
night, etc.
But to adequately perform a 'parenting'
task, police cannot be an alien presence-
yet they are. Thus, the cycles of women's
struggles have combined with others to lead
to the police's own reformism, the 'soft' line
which demands a re-integration of the police
inte the community, contrary to progressivism
which sought to separate police from community.
As Watts revealed, the police need 'intelli-
gence' not only on organizations, but on
whole communities. Re-integrating the police
into the community can enhance. the quality.
of police information, provided the police
can also act with 'respect', can be other
than a repressive, occupying army. Yet this
push 1s counter to increased centralization,
militarization and the other requisites of
repression, itself the primary requisite.

In the Reagan era, as the 'social' part of the
state is dismantled, only the military re-.
mains, 'justice' and police. Ever the cities’

COINTELPRO

COINTELPRO was a specific set of programs,
but ailso an organizational approach to gather-
ing information and disrupting left organiza-
tions. The five programs from 1856 to 1571
recorded & total of 2370 operations.. The
programs were based on local initiative by
FBI offices, cleared and coordinated by the
center. (Thus, perhaps, the massive paper-
work available on their activities.) FBI
disruptions led to murders, political splits,
and the destruction of many organizations.
The particular organizational structures of
COINTELPRO were disbanded by the FBI after
their exposure {see 1971). _

Among the lessons learned by a study of
COINTELPRO: The FBI presumably has learned
how to decentralize operations or at least
minimize parperwork. The FBI regularly worked
with right wing organizations to undertake
illegal actions, and probably still do so.
Most importantly, much of the Law is what the

It toock illegal actions by the teft to expose
the criminatity of the FBI, CIA, etc. We have
no reason to believe the illegality has ceased
despite the many revelations, commissions and
on-paper restrictions.
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police do, and in the 60's the Law was illegal.



mayors are worried as to ''whether you can have
a permanent substantial underclass in this
country without suppressing them, and if wyou
suppress them, can you still preserve freedom
for the rest of society?' (Since no one cares
of the freedom of the underclass...) (Globe)

In the lull before the next storm, as capi-

tal feverishly moves to ensure a class composi-

tion the divisions in which cannot bhe overcome

by struggle in the next cycle, and thus reassert

domestic accumulation and provide the military
space for global accumulation, refinements in
policing must be tested at the varying levels

Sons of S-1

The descendant of S-1, "Nixon's revenge,”
finally passed in large part in 1984 and fis
now law, largely due to the efforts of Sen.
Kennedy and the absence of real opposition
from liberals. Among the provisons which
are now law:

--"Solicitation" of a crime can include
"endeavor to persuade" even a threatened use
of force against property (e.g., a fence);
thus, speaking can itself be.a crime with a
punishment of & years in prison.

--The state can now appeal a sentence it
deems "too lenient.”

—-Preventive detention (as in'S. Africa)

is now legal (i.e., no release on bail if one

is deemed "dangerous"). This law allows the
detention on the basis of hearsay {second-
hand) evidence without the defendant's having
the right to confront his or her accusors.
--Parole has largely been abolished, sen-
tences lengthened, etc.; the Library of Con-
gress says that in 3 years the federal prison
population will increase 52-92% as a result.

Among the provisions not passed in 1984 but

reintroduced in 1985 are {with Senate #):
--The exclusionary rule would be weakened
to allow illegally seized evidence to be used
in trial. ($-237)
--Limits the right of Habeas Corpus; this
right is a defense against illegal imprison-
ment. (5-238)}

--Re-establishes the federal death penalty.

(5-239)

We recommend that readers obtain a copy of
the Bill of Rights of the U.S. Constitution
{Amendments I-X} to see how these laws con-
trast. Recall that the Bill of Rights was
added to the Constitution after mass struggle
and before many states would allow the imple-
mentation of the Constitution (itself a vic-
tory of capital.)

For more on Son of S-1, contact NCARL,
address below.
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of Officer Friendly, aerial bombardment, more
Black and Latino and women police, right
wing 'private' police, rape prevention squads
and ecivil rights protection, informants, more
private security police (one of the U,S.'
fastest .growing 'industries'), and more.

The primary contradiction ts between working
class sectors seeking a better deal from capi-
tal and a capital which has engineered a
sharper hierarchy in the class since the early
70's which has meant the increased exclusion
of those class sectors, and a reduction in
many others' deals. In terms of policing,
the police must accomedate the needs of pro-
tection and repression simultaneously.

The most critical problem is control over
the w.c.'s daily activities, fer which there
is no technological solutiom. Tt may in part
demand changing social behaviors. For example,
the urban poor meet in the social space of the
gidewalk and street. Throughout the cities,
sidewalks are being narrowed. Where many peo-—
ple are randomly moving on foot, many police
are needed--or next teo none (leave them to
their own devices...) Policing, in other
words, is not only the cops and related orga-
nizations, it is the fight over social space
and time, who can move how and where, what dis-
cipline can be inculcated into pecple-at what
price. Only then do we encounter the backups,
the organizations, the debates over hard and
soft, and the shifting structures and procadures
of the police in response to class struggles.

Notes

1. Tn the state's problematic of how to anticipate the un-
known, we can find an explanation for the demlse of LEAA,
First, LEAA had done its job by funding the militarjzation
of the police. But as the movements wened, LEAA funds
were expended in the same old ways, opening LEAA to char-
ges of being merely wasteful, particalarly since by con-
ventional measures crime seemed to be increasing, not de~
creasing. Moreover, LEAA was included in the critique of
over-centralization and militarization of police, and by
extengion implicated in the police’ abuses. In a period
of austerity, when supposedly 'everybody' faced cuts, and
subject to criticisms of many types, LEAA could easily be
abandoned because it no longer had a necessary or ugeful
purpose. It could only spend large sums on no-longer—
needed hardware or on experiments that could be dome lo-
cslly mere cheaply both in terms of money and politics
{what would have happened if the feds bombed Philadelphia?)

a) Unless noted elsewhere, all quotes are
from The Irom Fist and the Velvet Glove, Center for Research

Other directly used sources were:

~~Counterspy, Vol 2 #4, "Gardenplot and SWAT: US Police
as New Action Army", and Vol.3 #1, "COINTELPRO", and Vol.8
#4, “And Lifetime Censorship for 411". Ben Franklin Stn.,

—— Angus MacKenzle, "Sabotaging the Dissident Press’,
$1.95, Center for Investigative Reporting, 54 Mint §t.,
4th Floor, San Francisco, C4 94103, :
Washington, D.C. 20044, $10/yr.

~-The Boston Globe, 7/13/85:15

——Nztional Committee Against Repressive Legislatiom
(NCARL}, 1250 Wilshire Blvd., #501, Los Angeles, CA 90017,
$15/yt.

Other journals of use are Radical Criminelogy, Covert
Action, as well as lots of U.S. Government materials. For
a fuller biblicgraphy, see Iron Flst.



Prison Work Notes

Neither salavery nor involuntary servitude, except as punishment for a crime whereof
the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States.
—-Amendment XIII, Constitution of the United States

I am for the abolition of prisons—-period.
The basic questions I deal with, therefore,
ate how to conduct a struggle in the squeezed
circumstances of incarceration and how these
struggles can help bring down the system that
makes prisons seem necessary so that part of
us locks up another part of vs. That discus-
sion can be a part of later Notes. For now I
will discuss some aspects of work in prison.

The legalization of slavery in the Consti-
tution means that the state may require con~
victs to work in prison and may punish them
for refusal to work. Generally, the courts
have held that prison work assignments do not
raise constitutional issues unless prisoners
are required to do work that is medically in-
appropriate, beyond their physical capabili-
ties, or contrary to their religious beliefs,
The Constitution is not violated by long hours,
low or no pay, disparities in hours or rates
of pay, denlal of work, removal or reassign-
ment without a hearing. Noted one judge,

"The administration of prison work is best
left to the reasoned discretien of prison of-
ficials." 1In the states, job safety issues
have generally been treated as common-law
torts, which state prisoners must pursue in
state court, while federal prisoners generally
must use the Federal Prison Industries Inmate
Accident Compensation System., In both cases,
courts have been reluctant to find constitu-
tional violations in the area of work safety.

What prisoners do for work varies from
state to state to federal, from prison to pri-
son. Commonly, they work for the prisom (e.g.,
kitchen) or the government (e.g., making lis-—
ence plates, stationary, clothing, furniture).
The quantity of work varies greatly. Job shor-
tages are common, leading to jobs being han-
ded out as rewards,'taken away as punishment.
For decades, due to union pressure, prison
production has not competed with 'free' labor.

More recently, private corporations have begun
to utilize convict labor, paying prisoners
“"prevailing market wages" for jobs including
computer parts assembly. (Business Week, 4/16/
85:51) While corporations presumably like to
use slave labor, prisons also have been pushed
to expand industries by court orders to up-
grade rehabilitation efforts—--though other
courts have ruled prisoners have no right to
rehabilitation. What must be in doubt is the
ability to extract an 'adequate' profit from
cons, a generally work-resistant group.

Why, given low wages and onerous condi-
tions for work, and 'free' meals and bed whe-
ther one works or not, do not most prisoners
refuse to work? How, that is, do the prisons

make prisoners work?

Most prisoners do not have any money or
outside family or support teams, so they have
to go all out to get a paying job even if the
job pays only pennies an hour. Most smoke
cigarettes: a pack can cost more than a days
wage. Cable TV, greeting cards, extra food,
etc., all cost. Since prison wages don't ena-
ble purchase of much of this, many priscners
have to hustle: sandwiches, wine, drugs, porn,
prostitution, ete.

All this takes place with the approval and
complicity of the prison staff. Who else can
smuggle in drugs, cash, ete,? The staff knows
full well that, as in 'my own' prisocn, with
only a few jobs and an overwhelming surplus
labor force, they can be selective in hiring.

" They place thé slaves who show the promisa of

peaceful, disciplined workers into the better
paying jobs. Once in the job, a lot of cons
become pro-institution and put out more work
to please the boss.

If a prisconer receives a disciplinary re-
port, the first and foremost thought that peps
up in the mind of the person is "I'll lose my
job." This fear has become the dominant cal-
culated move by the staff in an attempt to
discupline an often hostile, unsure, unskilled
labor force. Priscners who are not part of
the 'elite' are not protected in their jobs;
the elite are those useful to the staff be-
cause of their education, use as informers,
help in runming daily operations or rele in
running rackets together with the staff,

But the need for income or retention of
‘priviledges' is not enough of a weapon for
the staff. Most all prisoners are concerned
about gaining release, Losing a job means a
lessened chance for release or a delayed re-
lease, The resulting fear and tension, fights
over jobs, etc,, enables the guards to keep
the prison running with the least amount of
trouble.

Prisoners who refuse to work may face con-
sequences beyond those already noted. In An-
gola, Louisiana, refusal to work on the plan~
tation (literally: sugar helps the state ba-
lance its budget) means one is coufined to a
cell 23-24 hours per day, 7 days a week, years
on end. Other prisons are not so severe. But
a refusal to perform slave labor marks one as
a 'hard core uncooperative potential trouble-
maker.' '

{These prison work notes have been edited
from many sent by an incarcerated friend in
an east coast prison. May freedom soon come. )
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The Delivery

6 June 1780 o

"Unscrew the locks from the doors!
Unscrew the doors themselves from their jambs!”
: Allen Ginsberg, Howl (1956)

"hat good is a man who never gets locked up?' Flash wanted to know.
'He just ain't living up to his human potential if he don't.'”
3‘ Nelson Algren, The Devil's Stocking {(1983)
[ 4{

X

.'3‘% f &
&‘h‘, : h ._.' 2

.‘lm‘t—' . Yy
T T
E‘ti_‘;’ {2
R j
s rr

i it
f.lgﬂ =k




of Newgate

We present here a short docu~drama about a interested readers. We hope that readers may
neglected episode in what historians have call- wish to enliven these pages by reading them
ed "The Gordon Riots'" that transpired in Lon- aloud - for many English, American, African,
don two hundred years age. It raises themes and Afro-American accents would be quite
of law, police, technology, and freedom that sultable.

are more directly considered in other parts of
this issue. The tale itself is based on docu-
mentary evidence that we would gladly supply




Introduction

As the English ruling class extended its rule
to India, Africa, the West Indies, and Cana-
da in the 18th century, ever vaster sums of
wealth were hoarded into its hands. With grea-
ter wealth came greater misery. As the wealth
of the conquerors increased, the rebellions of
the miserable did likewise! Mutinies aboard
slave ships, the "Sanyasin" revolt in Bangla
Desh, the "Whiteboy'" outrages among Irish cot-
tiers, slave warfare among the maroons of Sur-
inam, wage-struggles in English manufactories,
anti-enclosure rioting in the English country-
side, and a revolutionary war of Independence
in the American colonies.

_ What the ruling class had sown around the
globe, it would reap in a whirlwind that swirl
ed into the metropolis of Great Britain in the
first week of June 1780. Then, the aristocra-—

" . ts were insulted on their way to Parliament,

and robbed in broad daylight. A furious mob
attacked the Bank of England and ransacked the
house of the Lord Chief Justice. Artillery
was implaced to protect the stock exchange.
15,000 troops were mustered around the city.
The prisons were burnt and the prisoners ther-
ein liberated. Not since the Peasant's Revolt
of 399 years earlier had the people of London
taken the law into their own hands and opened
the priscns. ) .
On a normal day in London, the streets wou-

1d be full of the many cries of hawkwers:

I'm come this afternoon to play

you a merry tune.

1'11 make you all as merry as I can.

Pray give something to the poor man.

Buy a1l my eels
Buy a dish of great eels.

Buy a broom
A birch broom or a heath broom

Buy my shrimps
Come buy my shrimps

Buy beef, a good fat piece of beef
~ Hooa!

On the night before Newgate was "deliver-
ed" His Brittanic Majesty, George I1I, cele-
brated his birthday, and those close enough
to his palace may have heard the civilized
sounds of the harpischord, the tinkle of cry-
stal, the swish of silk, or the laughter of
courtiers. Newspapers reported on this agre-
eable occasion:

Amongst the ladies...Lady Parker attracted
the eyes of every one: she was dressed in a 1i-
lac and silver superbly trimmed with variegated
silver gauze interspersed with tiffany and
foil. The gentlemen's dresses were for the
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_were to be hanged on Friday.

greater part chiefly spring silks, flowered
and plain, with tissue waistcoats...

Their majesties came into.the ball-room
tast night soon after nine o’clock and after
paying their compliments to the foreign mini-
sters and the nobility around the circle, the
minuets began. About 20 minuets were danced,
which were succeeded by country dances and
cotillions.

Across town, in Newgate dungeon, many hun=-
dreds had to celebrate the birthday - if in-
clined to do so at all - in utmost wmisery, yet
they had their sense of humor. They dwelt in
"the King's Head Inn." They were said "to po-
lish the King's iron with their eyebrows."
Their "wvulgar tongue" had many names for this
famous prison: the Whit or Whittington's Col-
lege, City College, the Boarding Schoel, the
Sheriff's Hotel, the Chequer Inn, the 0ld St-
art, Little Ease, Nask, Queer Ken, Quod, Limbo,
Trib {short for tribulation), the Repository,
the Stone Jug, the Stone Tavern.

On the following day, the nctable 6 June
1780, the prison was attacked, the prisoners
freed, and the place burnt down. Such a sho-
cking sight drew the attention of many emin-
ent people, such as Jeremy Bentham, and a han-
dful of poets, such as Sam Johnson, William
Cowper, and George Crabbe whose description
begins with the attack upon the goal-keeper's
adjoining house: _ :

They set fire to Akerman's house, broke in,
and threw every piece of furniture into the
street, firing them also in an instant. The
engines came, but were only suffered to pre-
serve the private houses near the prison .

By 8 o'clock Akerman's house was in flames. I
went too close to it, and never saw anything
s0 dreadful. The prison was a remarkably
strong building, but, determined to force it,
they broke the gates with crows and other in-
struments, and climbed up the outside of the
cell part, which joins the two great wings of
the building, where the felons were confined:
and I stood where I plainly saw their opera-
tions. They broke the roof, tore away the
rafters, and having got ladders they descen-
ded. Not Orpheus himself had more courage or
better luck: flames all around them, and a
body of soldiers expected, they defied and
laughed at all opposition. The prisoners
escaped. I stood and saw about twelve wo-
men and eight men ascend from their confine-
ment to the open air, and they were conduced
through the street in chains. Three of these
At Akerman's
house, now a mere shell of brickwork, they ke-
pt a store of flame for other purposes. It be-
came red-hot, and the doors and windows app-
eared Tike the entrance to so many volcanoces.
With some difficulty they then fired the deb-
tor's prison, broke the doors, and they, too,
all made their éscape . . . Newgate was at
this time open to all: anyone might get out.



1 did both; for the pecple were now chiefly
lookers on. The mischief was done, and the
doers of it gone to another part of the town.

Another poet was there, William Blake, but
he was young (23) and wisely chose to withold
"the publication of his views of the scene un-
til many years afterwards. It was a year of
freedom for him. He had finished his appren—
tiship and was in love. He also took part in
the storming of the goal, a participant, not
an observer. When he did write up his views,
he adopted mythic and prophetic tones:

I know thee, I have found thee, & I will not /
let thee go:
Thou art the image of God who dwells /
in darkness of Africa,
And thou art fall'n to give me life /
in regions of dark death.
On my American plains 1 feel the /
struggling afflictions
Endur'd by roots that writhe their arms /
into the nether deep.

Friends of America! Look over the /
Atlantic Sea

A bended bow ig lifted in Heaven, & a /
beavy iron chain

Descends, Iink by link, from Albion's cliffs /
across the sea, to bind

Brothers and sons of America till /
our faces pale and yellow,

Heads deprest, voices weak, eyes downcast, /
hands work-bruis‘d,

Feet bleeding on the sultry sands, and the /
furrows of the whip

Descend to generatlons that 1n,future tJmEs 7/
forget.,

The King of England looking Westward /
trembles at the vision.

Certainly, he was right to place the subject
in a trans-Atlantic setting, because the Iin-
habitants of Newgate, as well as their deliv~

erers, were from the four corners of the ocean.

The Delivery

Many hundreds were freed from Newgate. Many
hundreds of others were freed in the days fol-
lowing from other prisons, King's Bench, the
Fleet, Marshalsea, and other places of confin-
ment, crimping houses and debtor's lock-ups.
Most of those freed from Newgate, about whom
we have sparse but exact knowledge thanks to
trial records, had been incarcerated for cri-
mes against property. They were Have Nots
found guilty for trying to have what the Haves
had. True, some were in for murder, like,
Albert Lowe who lived in Shadwell. He was a
jealous husband. At 3:00 AM when the "gold
finders" or "tom turd men" came to empty the
necessary houses, an occasion known as the
"wedding," he quarrelled with his wife., "Don't
believe him,'" she appealed to a neighbor, “for

he is a savage."” He kicked and stamped upon her,

‘and she expired from these wounds.

There were many kinds of property crimes.
Some were highwaymen, the most glamorous of
offenders. Two of the highwaymen, Humphreys
and Sparrow were soldiers, who in London had
deserted their regiments. One robbed a tripe-~
and-offal shop~keeper of his silver watch and
chain. ''Money or your life' was the terse
command, Three of the highwaymen were Irish,
Pat Doyle robbed the 18 year old son of the
Earl of Denbigh as he was going from dinner im
Soho Square to the playhouse.

Quite a few were housebreakers or burglars
who practised either the "dub law," gaining en-
trance to places of private property by means
of keys, or the "crack lay," achieving the same
goal by means of force. As the wealth of the
London bourgecisie or middle class increased
in private consumption hoards (silver, silks),
rum dubbing Increased accordingly, as Parlia-
mentary committees noted.These cracksmen were
refined technicians of appropriation.

William Bagrall was a watch-spring maker
who had been in constant employment for six
years. He was found guilty of many indict-
ments, generally breaking ard entering tailors’
shops. The wife of one victim and the judges
at 01d Bailey were astonished to find the door
of her house locked and the key still on the
inside after the lock had been picked and the
shop robbed. Sarah Stilwell was the servant to
a wealthy silk mercer. GShe stole from him 19
yards ‘of black silk, some was bombazeen and
some were remnants, She was caught with a
number of keys, keys that would unlock boxes
kept out of doors and to tea chests that were
kept below stairs. She was sentenced to
death,

William Trubshaw, William Million, and
James Steward were rum dubbers. They robbed
an attorney in Lincoln's Inn, successfully
picking the locks to his front door and to
each room in his house. When the police sea-
rched Trubshaw's lodgings they found 30 keysa,
a dark lantern, a strong screw driver, and a
tinder box. Trubshaw sold a dozen picklock
keys to Steward. Steward was a watch-maker
by trade who passed the idle moments of his
evenings by filing keys. Million was found
with fifty different pick lock keys in his
possession.

James Penticross stole 36 yards of silk rib-
bon and 48 yards of silk gauze from az Smith-
field warehouse. The doors of the warehouse
were found open, and the ouner's key would not
work the locks, "I keep a key to go in in the
morning,” he said, "I do not book the goods
over night." Penticress was found with three
picklock keys "one of which fitted the lock
very well." He had worked at an old iron shop.

It is cbvious from the trial records that
a4 lot of people took things that dida't belong
to them because they had no cholce. Some were
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hungry, such as Mary Dyer, who found a door o-
pen one evening to a house in Charing Cross.
The mistress of the household discovered her
upen all fours underneath the kitchen table
with 8 loaf of bread under each arm. She was
taken to Justice Hyde's (whose house was de-
stroyed 6-7 June 1780). '

Others had had a hard time meeting the de-
mands of the landlords, like Mary Jones, who
worked in a slum "in making umbrellas." She
did net earn enough "to make up her rent,"

She reobbed a fellow lodger of her linen gown
and scld it to an old clothes dealer. Or
Alice Bellamy, who used to carry a_sedan
chair, She had been out of work. Shé& too had
"a great deal of distress" to pay her rent,
She stole a pottage pot,

Quite a number were locked up for 'crimes'
arising from trade disputes or disputes with
particular employers. Thus, after Jameg Nay-
lor was dismissed over a wage dispute with a
master grocer he took 41 1lbs., of sugar from-
him. Or, Andrew Breeme who destroyed his ma-
ster's tailoring workshop, because his master
had become an "advertizing tailor” amd paid
Impossible wages to the journeymen.

The most common trade dispute resulting in
impriscnment had to do with "the oldest pro-
fession.!" Many prostitutes were freed from
Newgate on 6th June, including Mary Cunning-
ham ("I am a misfortunate girl of the town')
who was paid in bad shillings by a 'gentle-~
man," and she was imprisoned for passing them
off. A salesman at Leadenhall Market testifi-
ed against Sarah Lynch: "I went in after my
hat; they shut the door, and pulled up their
clothes, and wanted me to have to do with
them, and the prisoner unbuttoned my bree-
ches, and took the bag of money out of my
pocket." A recruiting sergeant lost his
Colonel's money in these circumstances:

Esther Hale '"came and stood by me, and un-
buttoned both the buttons of my breeches,

and took my purse out." "They were very roomy
breeches, made two years ago when they wore
them very large; macaroni breeches I believe
they call them.'" She fled to the Magpie where
there were "many kind of ruffian-men" who were
no friends to a recruiting sergeant.

Abigail Perfect went with a man who was the
steward. to the captain of a man-of-war, to her
lodgings where he lost his silver watch and a
pair of silver shoe buckles. The watchman
named Tankard would not credit the theft., 1In
court the steward said that she swore "as much
ever T heard a sailor in my life time." When
Mary Riley was asked by her landlady why she
not robbed James Moore, a frequent visitor to
her bed, previously, she said it was because
he was a "particular friend." Later, she did
rob him of his silver shoe buckles. 1In court
he refused to testify against her: "I do not
wish to hurt her she did her business so well;
I love her too well to think of hurting her."
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She was found "Neot Guilty" but had not been
released from Newgate, because she could not
pay the exit fees.

We can conclude our description of the gaol-
proletariat by mentioning the name of Lucy
Johnson, or "Black Lucy" as she was known, ow-
to her color. She had robbed a Suffolk
Schoolmaster. He was in Chick Lane looking
for a second-hand waistceat. "Black Lucy" in-
vited him to accompany her to an Irish lodging
house, run by Hannah Doyle. He accepted, No
sooner was he inside than "Black Lucy" threw
him to the floor, wvirtually throttled him, rip-
ped open his breeches, and rebbed him of a gui-
nea and 8 half crewns. She was apprehended,
gaoled, and when she sent word to him to "make
it up" he refused. There were other national-
alities in Newgate, Italians and Jews for in-
gtance, the Irish have been noted, but of most
significance were the Africans. Your bleached
history of England ignores this, yet people of
color are decisive in British history, as
ouglit to be known. Another BlacK woman, Char-
lotte Gardiner, was most forward on the 7 June
in pulling down a house in Tower Hill. GShe
led a mob with two men carrying bells and fry-
ing pans in a noisy procession. G8he was heard
at this house shoting,

Huzza, well done, my boys, knock it
down, down with it.

"and she was seen taking two brass candlesticks

out of the dining room.,

Let us turn from the 'delivered’ to the
'deliverers.' These were led by Afro-Americ-
ans. The Afro population of London in 1780
comprised abeout 7% of the population. Alrea-
dy its influence on Londen talk, drinking, and
club life was felt.

Contributions to talk included "scavey" for
knowledge, '"Kickerapoo" for dead, and some say-
ings directly relevant to the theory of just-
ice and property, such as, "takee no stealee,"
"no leevee, me takee,'" and "catchee no havee.”
Brandy, water, and sugar, or "bumbo," was an
Afro contribution. The people of Newgate, as
those of London as a whole, can be likened to
another popular drink, called "All Nations,"
since it was a composition collected in a
single vessel intc which all the dregs and
drainings of a dram shop's pots and bottles
were emptied.

The London African population, perforce, or-
ganized its own clubs. A newspaper reported:

Among the sundry fashionable routs or
clubs, that are held in town, that of the
Blacks is not least. On Wednesday night last,

no less than fifty-seven of them, men and

women, supped, drank, and entertained them-
selves with dancing, and music, consisting of
violins, and other instruments, at a public
house in Fleet-Street, till four in the mor-
ning. No Whites were allowed to be present,
for all the performers were Blacks.,

Bring more wood to the fire.



Benjamin Bowsey and John Glover, two lea-
ders of the attack on Newgate, were in fact
Afro-Americans, experienced in slavery, ship-
life, insurrectionary and "revolutionary" po-
litics. They came to London as servants.

The chief magistrate of London kept an eye
on the Afro~American population. He summed
up his experience thus:

Black servants no soocner arrive here than
they put themselves on a footing with other
servants, become intoxicated with Tiberty,
grow refractory, and either by persuasion of
others or from their own incTlinations, begin
to expect wages according to their own opin-
ion of their merits; and as there are already
a great number of Black men and women who made
themselves troublesome and dangerous to the
families who have brought them over as to get
themselves discharged, these enter into socie-
ties and make it their business to corrupt and
dissatisfy the mind of every Black servant
that comes to England.

Benjamin Bowsey left America in 1775. At
Newgate he was called the "bell weather,” a
term denoting in farmer's talk the lead sheep.
Bowsey, several witnesses averred, was the lea~
ding speaker before the actual attack began.
He was seen in Akerman's house, goimg through
drawers and bundles. Later in the day he re-~
turned to his lodgings that he shared with
Ann Lessar. She removed Akerman's initials
from a palr of stockings and instead embrei-
dered "B.B." He also took from the Gaol kee-
per a small, leather-bound volume with a sil-
ver clasp. That night, Bowsey returned to a

_former employer in whose servant's hall he
slept. The servants remembered and welcomed
him. It was after he departed that Ann Les-
gat noticed the key that Bowsey placed on the
ghelf.

“Was it thére when he Teft the lodging?"
The judges asked her. '

“T believe it was there: I saw it once or
twice. I never knew the meaning of the key."
John Glover was an Afro-Amerilcan, variously

described as "Black,'" 'copper coloured," or
"

"“tawney,'" who worked as a manabout for am at-
torney. He was heard shouting to a crowd on
Snow Hill,

"NOW NEWGATE!" .
and leading a contingent to the prisen, where
others noted that he took the lead both in pi-
ling up combustibles and in dealing with the
guards, whom he addressed as follows:

“"Damn you, open the gate or we will burn
you down and have everybody out."

Afro~Americans led the delivery of Newgate.
They led hundreds of others, not all of whom
were nameless. George Sims, for instance,
worked for a tripe seller. Immediately pre-
ceding the formation of contingents to attack
the prison he 'had words" with his wife, she

"heing out of work." He had had sailoring ex~-
perience, and wag heard shouting continuously,

"NEWGATE AHOY!™

Francis Mockford was a waiter at a tavern. He
obtained the '"great keys" to the prison. He
held them aloft upon a pitchfork, a trophy of
victory, When he returned to his lodgings, he
threw the keys on the table, announcing to his
fellow lodgers,

“1 have got the keys to Newgate.”

Hig landlord refused to come near them, for
fear of contamination. Subsequently, Mockford
disposed of the keys by walking out to the mid-
dle of Westminster Bridge and tossing them in-
to the middle of the Thames,

If everything in histery has its material
and its ideologlcal side, Mockford in posses-
sion of the keys was the materialist of the
delivery., Thomas Haycock, or "Mad Tom," was
its ideologue. He was the first into the pri-
gon and he boasted that he "let out all the
prisoners." Hie neighbors regarded him as
mad. They said to him,

"Tom you have no property to lose, when
you have lost that coat on your back, .you
have lost all you are worth."

Why did he participate in the delivery,
the court asked. "The cause,” he replied.

And what was that? "There should not be a pri-
son standing on the morrow in London." MHe led
a contingent or a column to the gaol (not so
mad that others would not follow him)}. He ex-
plained in succinct words that can be pondered
by critical theorists of law:

“From thence they proceeded to Newgate,
and gave them five minutes Taw."

‘Blake, the poet, remembered these five mi-
nutes of law. He wrote,

7he morning comes, the night decays, the/
watchmen leave their stations

The grave is burst, the spices shed, the/
‘linen wrapped up; :

The bones of death, the cov'ring clay, the/
ginews shrunk & dryd

Reviving shake, inspiring move, breathing,/
awakening,

Spring like redeemed captives when their/
bonds and bars are burst,

Let the slave grinding at the mill run ocut/
Inteo the field,/

Let him look up Into the heavens & laugh/
in the bright air:

Let the inchained soul, shut up in darkness/
and in sighing,

whose face has never seen a smile in thirty/
weary years,

Rise and look out; his chains are loose, his/
dungeon doors are open;

And let his wife and children return from the/
oppressor's scourge.

An Interlude

Today there is one familiar everyday item

in most homes that remains essentially the

same as it was 200 years ago.
That seemingly simple device: the toothbrush.
The modern toothbrush as we know it today,.
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was invented in London in 1780. In that year
40,000 took to the streets in what were known
as the Gordon riots. One of these people was

‘William Addis, stationer.

Because of his involvement in. the riots,
Willtiam Addis went into hiding. To avoid the
fate of seventy-five others who were executed,
he and his companions hid in barns and stables.
One of the places he also hid was a slaughter-
house.

To while away the waiting hours, William
Addis practised the art of carving in bone, a
popular diversion of the time. It seems that,
as he was working on his carving, he noticed
Rorse hair on the fioor from a slaughtered -

ide,

William Addis then realized that on one
hand he had horse hair and on the other hand-
his bone carving, and that there must be a way
to combine the two to help clean his teeth.

He bored several holés in the bone, inserted
the hair into one end, leaving the other as
a handle; and 1nvented the world's first
toothbrush

S0 reads a poster called '"The Toothbrush,"
published by the Addis Co., Ltd., Ware Road,
Hertford, England.

Conclusion

The English gentleman was not safe, his pro-
perty was Ingecure, his civilization might
ctumble: these were inescapable lessons of
the delivery of Newgate. He therefore took
counter-measutres. Some were ideclogical and
some were material. We'll discuss the idec-
logical first, by reference to two English
gentlemen, the Earl of Mansfield and Jeremy
Bentham.

After Newgate was burnt, the mob turned up-
town to attack the house of William Murray,
Earl of Mansfield, Lord Chief Justice of His
Majesty's Court of King's Bench, the highest
judicial and legal officer of the empire. In-
deed, 1t was an easy walk to his door.

This Scotsman had adopted Fnglish law to
"the needs of a rapidly expanding commerce and
manufacture." He made law of insurance, pro-
missory notes, Insurance bills and marine af-
freightment. He also personally caused 29 peo-
ple to be branded, 448 to be transported, and
102 to be hanged.

Whenever he smiled, ome writer felt "am in-
voluntary emotion te guard myself against mis-
chief." Judges were not kindly talked about
by the London people. They were "fortune tel-
lers" because they divined a person's fate.
They were "lambskin men" because of the ermine
they wore. In belonging to one of the Inns of
Court, they created "gentlemern of the three
ins" - indicted, in gaol, and in danger of be-
ing hanged. The vicious chevaux de frise that
topped the walls of the prison was called

"Lord Mansfield's teeth."
The "levelling spirit" of the mob led it to
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...a kind.
:'the cries of the London streets:

Dars, oars, do you want a boat for the even1ng

attack his house, his paintings, books, clo-
thing and liquor. Some people got in trouble
for this action, to wit:

John Gray, a man who walked only with the
aid of a crutch, was seen that eveninn in
Bloomsbury Square with a bottle of the Judge's
booze. - The court sentenced him to death.

Elizabeth Trimmings, an Irish woman, was
tried for possessing sundry articles of kitchen
and table ware of Lord Mansfield, whose cook
recognized particularly five China dishes.

Sarah Collogan was sentenced to a year im-
prisonment because she was found wearing a
printed cotton gown of Elizabeth Murray, his
Lordship's neice,

Letitia Holland was sentenced to death for
having ¥n her possession two petticoats, one
black the other agreen, that had belonged to

Lady Mansfield.

Lord and Lady Mansfield escaped by the back
stairs. Their skins were safe. But they were
enraged by the loss of walstcoats and petti~ -
coats, and they would have had some of the most
lovely of the age, silk and lace, important
parts of their personages. 8So, they caused
the hanging of those who dared to play "dress
up."” Mary Gardiner bragged about it. She
was caught wearing a white petticoat and
apron belonging to Lady Mahsfield. At her
trial she saild,

"She thought she had a right to wear them
as she had got them.”

Oh, at this the court's ears pricked up.

She had to repeat her meaning, and again, she
said she had a "right" to wear them. The theo-
rist of English law was William Blackstone.

England were all about "rights" and "wrongs.'
He died in 1780, so others had teo consider

this new "right."” Gardner was sentenced to
hang, sus. per col.

Mansfield and Blackstone were ideological
practitionersg of the law who are still venera~:
ted by modern Tories. They took a long, im~
perial view, and were not afraid of blood, even
in day time. Jeremy Bentham developed a new
theory of crime-punishment-law, and he did
this at the time of the Gordon riots. He was
a hypocrite, but he was also a materialist of
He tried to shut himself off from

to Vaux Hall.

To light your lamps I have command
Pray in my way then do not stand.

The Ordinary of Newgate, His Account of the
Behaviour, Confession and Dying Words of the
Malefactors Who Were Executed at Tyburn.

I am the bell-man for the night

To ring my bell is my delight

To let you know Christmas is near

And when it comes it brings good cheer

Past one o-clock, good morrow my masters



all good morrow.

Jeremy locked himself away in his study.

On the 6th of June, he stayed up late to write
about the flames. His hairdresser had told
him about the armed mob. Jeremy armed him-
gelf against the mob; "I was a military hero
for a night," he thought. It was also at this
time that he had a feverish dream "that I was
a founder of a sect; of course a personage of
great sanctity and importance. It was called
the sect of utilitarians.™:

Jeremy had been staying up late at night
working on a cost—benefit analysis of crime
and punishment. Where Mansfield turned ac-
counting and merchandizing into law, Bentham
turned law into merchandizing and accounting.
Just before the delivery of Newgate, he wrote
his tract The Rationale of Punishment, in which
on paper he opposed capital punishment. Only
on-paper though.

The man servant who used to serve him cof-
fee in his study was named John Franks. John
had damaged.a cduple of silver spoons. Johnm
became connected with an "infamous woman,"
grounds for dismissal. John returned the day
after Christmas, 1779, when servants customa-
rily got thelr "boxes." Jeremy retutrned from
the opera:

It is my method to take a servant with me
round the house to see if every thing is safe.
I went that night particularly into the study,
which has some windows toward the garden, and
one door only which opens into the house;
that study lies remote from the other part of
the house. I saw the windows fast; I locked
the door myself. The servant that warms my
bed brings up the keys at night; and she comes
up in the morning for them to distribute to
the rest of the servants.

John took some money that night, plus he
took the specons. He was caught, and said in
a Furopean accent,

This is all the money me got, me swear a
robbery against you if you take my money away."

Jeremy and Mrs. Bentham went several times
to the 0l1d Bailey to secure a cenviction
against their servant. 12 April 1780 he was
hanged. The papers said:

The venerable appearance of Franks with his
grey hairs peculiarly attracted the attention
of the spectators. He was just 65 years of
age, and read his last repentant prayers with
spectacles. _

After 6 June, the property holders of London
turned their attention te physical and techni-
cal means of preserving their silver spoons,
silk petticoats and money boxes, and to res-
training the activities of those of the world's
have-nots who were closing in. Bentham was
something of a technician in this way. He re-
designed prisons in such a way to avoild any
repetition of 6 June. He even thought he could
create a space that would do away with locks.

As more things needed to be locked up, more

_prevent the most ruinous Consequences

people were locked up too. The materialist !
lesson of 6 June was taught by a man named Jo-
seph Bramah, the genius who made the first
technological innovation in locksmithery since
Etruscan times. After 6 June 1780, he published

a book, called,

A Dissertation on the Construction of Locks.
Containing, FIRST - Reasons and Observations
demonstrating all LOCKS, which depend on FIXED
WARDS, to be erroneous in Principle, and de-
fective in Point of Security. SECONDLY - A
Specification of a LOCK, constructed on a new
and infallible Principle, which, possessing
all the Properties essential to Security, will
of
HOUSE ROBBERIES, and be a certain Protection
against Thieves of all Descriptions.

Moreover, Joseph Bramah quite explicitly
tells us what got his mind working on this
problem to begin with:

The idea of constructing a Lock that
might resist every application, and effort

“of art, was first suggested to me...by the

alarming increase of HOUSE ROBBERIES.

More especially, he was Interested by
preventing in this technical way, the inside
}ob, that he expresses in the language of
class warfare:

The hasty execution of a midnight robbery
in which servants of the family do not act a
part, will not allow sufficient time (if pro-
per instruments were at hand)} to overcome
the difficulties which ingenious locksmiths
have opposed to foreign invaders; my chief at-
tention, therefore, was applied to contrive a
security against the advantage, which a domes-
tic enemy possesses, in the opportunity of
executing his purposes at leisure.

The lock he invented was based on moving
internal parts, instead of fixed wards, and
it was capable of an Infinitude of variations.
It was the progenitor of our Yale lock. At a
stroke, it made obsolete the rum dubbers
tools - the "chives," the "gilts," the "Kates,"
the "Bettys" and the "Bessles." 1Its secrets
could no more be ascertained "than a seal be
copled from its impression on a fluid, or the
course of a ship be discovered by tracing it
on the surface of the waves."

We hope, dear reader, that you have been
at least amused by this true tale. It is a
curious concatenation of events that leads us
to think of Benjamin Bowsey, Lucy Johnson,
John Franks, and John Glover next time we
brush our teeth or insert a key into a lock,
These events, however, are not only curious.
If you wish also to be instructed by them,
recollect your history well enough to know
that 6 June 1780 prefigures the pattern of
events in the revolutionary 1790's ~ attacks
on prisons, Afro-American autonomy, re-organ-
ization of police, and mechanization. Besides
amusement and instruction, you may have ques-
tions. We wender why homes become prisons of
things, and why prisons become homes for people.
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William Blake possessed the gift of pro- been overcome by the spirit of revolutionary
phecy. He continued his poem inspired by 6 prophecy, to show that our tastes remain her-
June 1780: bal and our feet on the ground, we conclude as
we began, with the stréét cries of Lomdon

They look behind at every step & believe/ two hundred years ago:

it is a dream,

Singing: "The sun has left his blackness &/ I nothing say N
has found a fresher morning But here attend
And the fair moon rejoices in the clear and/ Apply to me
cloudless night; Your feet 1'11 mend
For empire is nc more, and now the lion & wolf/ Corns to Cut.
shall cease. : - - _
Blake also engraved an image of 6 June 1780 Rue a farthing a bunch
called "Albion rose from where he labored at - Sage a farthing a bunch
the mill with slaves," which we reprint., But Thyme a farthing a bunch
lest you, dear reader, think that we have Mint a farthing a bunch

Thanks to Bryn, Dan, Dave and Mike.




Substruction in the Class/Room Struggle

Setting aside work and discipline, this .
spring students began to build the framework
of a new mass movement. In the month of April
alone over 100,000 students participated in-
pro—-divestment actions at over 60 colleges and
universities, including many of the largest in
the country, with several thousand arrested.

Capital has fresh and painful memories of
dancing to the tune set by students in the
1960's and is therefore attempting to limit
and disarm student struggles wherever it can.
Although the new student movement is still
in dits infancy, it is clear that already
there is a lot at stake. TUnderscoring this
is the fact that today over 12% million stu-
dents are enrolled in the factories of higher
education——a 50% increase since 19%70.

The fact that the potential power of stu-
dents is recognized by both capital and the
left, and that the student movement is still
voung, makes it imperative that we discuss
how to push the student movement forward, how
we can adopt the most effective strategies,
tactics and organizational forms. Our brief
look at the student movement will be limited
to analyzing the student struggles themselves,
their content, development, circulation and
direction, as opposed to adopting a more com—
plete analysis that would, for example, also
look more closely at the relationship between
students and other sectors of the working
class or more at capital's plans for students,
We have written this article based on our ex-
periences as student activists at universities
in the Northeast andour discussions with other
activists across the U.5,

Many Unsung Roots

Over the past few years, students across
the country have been engaged in diverse strug-
gles, all of which have nourished this spring’s
resurgence of visible mass protest. The fact
that these struggles have been obscured and
concealed while the divestment struggle alone
has been embraced by the media makes it im-
.perative that we understand the recent histo-
rical context of this spring's struggles.

Anti-sexist struggles have fought violence
against women, organized support for the de-
mands by clerical, technical and service wor-
kers for pay equity, and demanded child care
for students who are mothers. The "Take Back
the Night" marches, the struggle of predomi-
nantly women workers at Yale University in the

Fall of '84 for "comparable worth," and the
battles at Medgar Evers College In Brooklyn
(see Notes #7) and at U. Mass.-Boston for,
among other things, child care programs, are
but a few examples of the struggles of women
at universities.

Black, Latino, and other non-White students
have organized struggles to combat their de-
clining enrollment due, in part, to racilst
admissions policies and to capital's attack
on financial aid programs. At Brown Universi-
ty, for example, a coalition of Black, Hispa-
nic and Asian students has organized building
occupations and other demonstrations in sup~
port of demands for an increase in non~White
faculty, more "minority” studies programs,
more financial aid, and an end to racist at-—
tacks by campus police and chauvinist White
students. Similar struggles countering ra-
cism have alsc been waged at other colleges
around the country, from San Francisco state
to Cornell University.

The relatiomship between these anti-racist
struggles and the spring divestment movement,
and the level of unity between them, has va-
ried from campus to campus and changed over
time. But it is impertant to recognize that
the experiences of people of color have circu-
lated within the divestment movement and that
students of color have initiated and provided
leadership in the divestment struggles at many
schools.

Students have engaged in direct actions to
prevent capital's international road show of
G. Bush, H. Kisginger, J. Kirkpatrick, A.

Haig and C. Weinberger, from appearing on

many campuses across the. country. Since the -
spring of 1984, these actions have generali-
zed into actions against organizations, the
most notable being the C.T.A., which has been
booted off over 30 campuses. .

At U. Colorade-Boulder, 478 arrests were
made over three days as students and supporters
battled to keep the Company off campus., At
U. Wisconsin-Madison, cops made it clear who
they were there "t protect and to serve" when
they maced students trying to stop CIA recruit-
ment., These actions also produced new tactics
by students such as the '"citizen's arrests",
and they have been broadened to include cor-
porate recruiters. _

The militarization of the university since
1979 through programs and policies such as .
the Solomon Amendment (coercing draft regis-
tration), the expansion of ROTC programs, and
direct military research and development con~

Page 27



-trict students'

tracts, has also been met by fierce resistance.
The burning down of the ROTC building at Ber-
keley this past year 1s the most dramatic ex-
ample of this resistance.

The significance of the actions noted above
is two-fold: First, they are based on the im-
mediate and specific social reality of stu-
dents, and so ultimately express the demand by
students for greater control of the univer-
gity. Second, they generally have taken the
form of direct action that is autonomous both
from national political organizations and from
bureaucratic university channels.

1t is precisely because of these features
that even "liberal" newspapers such as the
N.Y.Times, Boston Globe, Washingtom Post, etc.,
have cousciously opposed the circulatien of
these experiences in their broadsheets. These
very same newspapers which refuse to make men-
tion of autonomous direct action, go a-cour-
ting the most reformist strands within the
student divestment movement, In order to res-
imaginations to the processed
images of acceptable protest. Even that "in-
dependent radical newsweekly" The Guardian (of
NYC) wrote with unabashed enthusiasm on June
5, "Today's activists emphasize their prede-
cessors' mistakes and differences in approach -
such as minimizing confrontation," (emphasis
added).

“April is the Cruelest Month”

The divestment campalgns that achieved

such widespread attention this past April have
been active for the better part of a decade.
More precisely, most were engendered by the
Soweto uprisings in 1976, and continued to

be active for a number of years, often achie-
ving Important but limited victories such as
pledges by university trustees to adhere to
the Sullivan principles as well as divestment
by a few colleges, Like this first wave, the

‘divestment campaigns on the campuses this past

spring were spurred by the daily insurrections
in South Africa, as well as by the "arrest-
fests" that were staged by TransAfrica and the
Free South Africa Movement throughout the fall
of '84 and spring of '85. In California, the

divestment movement gained much of its strength organizations and by the cops’
from the actions of the International Longshare- proach during the spring struggles.

men and Warehousemen's Union (ILWU) in San
Francisce. In November of 1984, the ILWU re-
fused to handle Scuth African goods, and du-
ring the spring divestment campaign, they mar-
ched to Berkeley to support the students,
April 3 gaw Boston area students and Boston
cops squaring off against each other at a demo
calling for, among other things, more student
aid, an end to apartheld and self-determina-
tion for Central America. Columbia students
began their action outside Hamilton Hall on
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" dividual campuses.

April 4. On April 10, Berkeley students star-
ted a similar sit-out. Rutgers began a sit-
in at their student center om April 12, Cor-
nell began major actions April 18, and from
there the movement spread to universities

such as U.Florida, U. Iowa, U. Kentucky, U.
Wisconsin (eecupied the rotunda .pf the state
capitol for 15 days), and 50 other colleges
and universities. The tactics employed varied
greatly from school to school and within in-
Besides the sit-outs and
-ins, blockades and building occupations,
there were also petitions, rallies, vigils,
marches, hunger strikes, student strikes,

mass civil disobedience and the constructien
of shantytowns.

Tactically speaking, a number of the ac-
tions were positive in that they integrated
autonomous direct action with mass decision-
making. Unfortunately, an equal number fre-
quently verged on the absurd, as students
often negotiated the terms of their arrest
with the police (satirirzed evenr by "Doones-
bury"), hired lawyers to negotiate with admin-
istrators and other judges, and organized
thelr actions to meet the eXpectations and
deadlines of the established media.

Pandering to the media, in particular,
often became a goal in and of itself. In lis-
tening to some students who participated in
the spring actions, it seemed as though they
believed that "bad media" for the university
would be a sufficient condition to force di-
vestment, especially if that bastion of truth
the NY Times covered the story. This belief
in the media as being an independent and im-
partial '"Fourth Estate" is somewhat extraordi-
nary in light of the fact that university
trustees are alsoc often en the boards of the
media corporations. The tendency to plan stra-
tegy around media coverage has dangerous re-
percugsiona, for it is a tactic that chains
the movement to limited structures, as stu—
dents police themselves both in the form and

content of their actions.
These tactical mistakes, though, must be

gseen In the context of the movement's more
positive and challenging actions. At Tuft's
University in Massachusetts, for example, se-
veral hundred students voted at a teach-in to
disarm the campus police - a vote and a result
engendered by police infiltration of student
strong-arm ap-
At Cor-
nell, similar proposals to disarm the campus
police were made through the school newspaper,
and again it was a result of contimual student-
police confromtation.

At U.Mass-Amherst, and other universities
where arrests occurred, students often attemp-
ted to blockade the buses carrying their fel-
low students to jail. Omn occasion, such ac-
tions were criticized by "moderate" pro-di-
vegtors. On many campuses around the country,
students erected shanty-towns and tent cities



on land surrounding "their" administration on individual campuses vis-a-vis administra-

buildings, thereby following the tradition tive channels and "official” student organi-
laid down by the Diggers 350 years ago and zatlons, it 1is on the national lewvel that the
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This 1s not to say that students shouldn't
organize nationally or internationally. On
the contrary, more organizing om both levels
needs to be done and is being done in a
variety of ways - on the phone, through the
recently formed student computer networks,
and through circulating the experiences of

struggle in person. However, the struggle
must be waged between organizing nationally
and a national, centralized organization,
between autonomy from capital and the
reformist left, and the distinct possibillty
of cooptation.

The need for autonomy rests not only in
a long term perspective which opposes social
demccracy in its multiple guises, but because
the strategies pushed (imposed when they can)
weaken the movement even for the goals we can
share with social democrats (e.g., divestment,
an end to apartheid, and end to U.S. domina-
tion of Central America--though all this may
be conceding too much to many social demo-
crats who want a 'beneficent’ U.S. imperial-
iem), Our problem is not that they propose
legal, peaceful, limited actions, but that
they oppose expanding the boundaries of the,
struggle. Moreover, from our perspective
as students, they are nothing more than
parasites, interested only in leeching our
strength while asking us to put aside our
own specific struggles.

Holding back the struggle, allying with
capital, 1s a tactic of caplitulation: at best
pest, liberal capital will only fight with
other capital over the terms of expleoitationm.
Such fights may be useful to us, but only if
we can use them, which demands being autono-
mous from them. To even get reforms, inter—

nationally or in the U.S., we must push be-
yond reformism. That students have done this
is clear. Counter to conciliation, some stu-
dents have raised the tactic that to get di-
vestment and other concessions, the universi-
ties must become ungovernable, as the people
of South Africa have determined to make that
nation ungovernable and unprofitable until
apartheid dies.

Excarceration or Education

It 1s difficult to predict exactly how the
student movement will evolve, but it is clear
that it is heading in a particular direction.
On the organilzational level, it seems likely
that the movement will continue to retain a
high degree of autonomy on both a local and
regional basis. Students are already organi-
zing on a regiomal basis, with West, Mid-West,
South and Northeast operating largely in sep-
arate and distinct spheres, and at the local
level are making demands that cannot be met
through official channels.

Tactically, it is clear that certain ele-
ments within the movement will seek to repeat
the tactics of the past spring on the basis
that they have been successful in mobilizing
large numbers of students. To the extent that
some of these tactics were equally successful
in getting large numbers of students arrested,
it is imperative that the movement discuss the
obvious shortcomings of this tactic of capi-
tulation. Otherwise, not only will we simply
continue to fill the state's coffers, but also
we will exclude from the movement many more

South Africa? No - Cornell!



students who daily lives of school, waged jéb,
family, etc. often precludes days of sitting,
going to jail, paying fines, ete.

Tt is precisely in the process of struggle
that students are beginning to recognize their
ovm1 interests as a particular social force, as
well as their ties teo others. In marches that
are taking place from ome school to ancther
{engineering to liberal arts), and from one
neighborhood to another, in struggles deman-
ding an end to sexist and racist attacks and
an end to attacks on the student wage designed
to systematically purge the working class from
"higher educaction,! students . are:beginning
to overcome the divisions capital has imposed
on them in order to rule. |

When, for example, students are forced to
recognize that the legal fictions professed
by the university's courts are only laws within
laws, an additional disciplinary process on
the terrain of academics designed to punish
academically (suspension, expulsion) for par-
ticipation in struggle, they are forced to un-
derstand how thelr struggle on campus helps
the struggle against apartheid. And when stu-
dents realize their specific role as unwaged

raw material in capital's sccial factery, it
becomes clear why they must fight the univer—
sity, the state and the South African regime.
It is ecnly when students struggle for them-
‘Students must now begin to move beyond di-
vestment (but not stop that demand) and begin
to act for themselves, conscious of the speci-
fic settings and circumstances that define
them. The students are in motion, but do mot
not yvet realize the particular secial reality

~in which they exist, their relation to capital

and to other sectors of the working class (we
can here exclude those who calculatedly seek
to manage the rest of us for the purpose of
ensuring accumulation). In this, students
will have to overcome their own divisions as
well, rather than be dominated by some sec-
tors of students acting in the name of all
sectors.

It is only when students struggle for them-
selves that they can begin to practice true
solidarity with revolutionary movements in
South Africa, Central America, etc., and in
that solidarity the students own struggles
reveal their importance in the attack on
capital.,




Ourania

See me, '

I'm not wearing steel

not dressed for battle,
I'm naked

clothed only with thought.

On earth, in the sweet soil of Messenia
I was as light as the earliest dew

a prophetic wind taught me to breathe
the dawn to see.

1 longed for everything to be Tove
not law, laws and still more of their laws,
that's why they condemmed me to death.

If my pen were hard enough

to write on marble skulls,

those who tried to hurt me

with cheap insults in jail

and who imagined

that in my twenty years on earth
I only saw

roses that smiled at me

would learn something.

A big thirst drove me
to find clear water.

Running, running
always hunted
1 reached this ditch.

Will a tree bend its shade
on my death?
Who knows?

--From 1000 Killed Girls, by
Rita Boumi Papa
Translated from the Greek
(About the Greek Civil War)

Negri
Beyond
Marx

by Guido Baldi

Saluations-abuse, farewells-welcomes:
inverses that mingle. This review of Marx
Beyond Marx is a pair that touches as well.
The book has a history of preduction. It
is a transcription of lectures on the Grun-
drisse given by Negri in France in the Ecole
Normale Superiore in 1978: 1978, a year after
the Italian spring of 1977 and a year before'
April 7, 1979. 1Is it an end or a beginning? *

Toni spent 1968-78 Italy and, unlike in
France, the class struggle had been far from
dull. His flight to the Ecole Normale Supe-
riore (a few steps ahead of the Italian po-
lice) was also a challenge, but a different

‘one from the decade of the true ILtalian "mira-

cle." Tor in France in 1978 he had to face
Marx-and--—defeat. Not that Marx himself

did not mix well with exile, fear, poverty,
humiliation and despair, for think: 1848-
1858. A decade afer a defeated revolution in
Paris, Marx feverishly writes the Grundrisse
in London. It is the book of minds still
scheming at the bottom of the world.

Marx beyond Marx, by Antonio Negri, 1984,
Bergin & Garvey, Massachusetts

Marx Beyond Midnight

By Bartleby the Scrivener

"How can there be calm when the storm is yet
to come?"--Linton Kwesi Johnson

"Lat the people everywhere take heart and hope,
for the cross is bending, the midnight is pas-
sing, and joy cometh with the morning."
——FEugene Debs, on his way to prison.

I want to make clear that I agree with Guido
Baldits criticism of Negri for not emphasizing
women and "third world" people in his "updating"
of Marx. I too too was amazed at p. 65 where
Negri seems to be sayiug that he's learmed
something about unwaged reproduction work, but
remains abstract.

But Guido's discussion of Negri's concept
of "self-valorization" reads the same way to
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me. It is from reading Midnight Notes that I
came to understand that the class' motion con-
sists of complementary pcles, one of which ia
the actions of those who, lacking the wage as
their lever of power, create new relations
"appropriate to the working class on 1its way
out of the capitalist era" {(Computer State
Notes). We know today that these relatlons
can lead to more unwaged work—but whether
this in fact occurs is a focus of the struggle!
When women at Medgar Evers College create
their own student-run bookstore and day care
center and then use these new relations as
bases of power to win state funding, is there
any reason that we should not understand this
process as Negri's self-valorizatnion in action?
In reading Marx Beyond Marx, I de not find




BALDI

No wonder the Grundrisse 1s so compressed,
so convoluted, so much the Finnegan's Wake of
Marxism. For the prime requirement of Marx’'
task was: DON'T PANIC. And the best antidote
to panic 1s "talk"...Incantation even.

First: tell youself there's no easy way out.

Second: remind yourself of how. you got

there.

Third: look around and study everything from

the bottom up. '

Fourth: do something or do nothing.

The main problem with Negri qua Marx 1s
thiz: Negri was in a tight spot in 1978 but he
treats defeat the way he had handled any other
turn in the movement's course. He does not
‘recognize it and so displays all the virtues
of consistency, and its vice. ' .

1 am not interested in comparing Negri's
Marx with any other Marx., If there is any
comparison, it is between Negri's Marx and our
present project. (Though I still read the
Marx of 1858, and not only as an incantation:
after all, the Grundrisse is Marx' Midnight
Notes.)

What good is Negri's Marx for us? That is
my question.

Perhaps Marx Beyond Marx is a labor-saving
device: 190 pages of Negri (the lectures them-
gelves) for 900 pages of Marx. Perhaps not
less nor more difficult—-but a short version
can come in handy.

Perhaps it is a mnemonic device for those
who have read the Grundrisse but whose memory
iz failing. Negri has all the good quotes cut
out and he himself 1is quite clever at coming
up with summarizing phrases:

="gocialism is as impossible as the func-

- tioning of the law of value';

BARTLEBY

evidence that such struggles are "beyond" Ne-
gri's vision. To me, these sorts of struggles
are the only possible meaning (with an almost
infinite variety of forms) of self-valeriza-
tion: valorizing ourselves by putting use-
value, needs and desires, before exchange va-
lue in 1lived experience.

Guido claims that since Negri's emphasis
is on the most "productive or highly developed
forms of capital" he must somehow be ignoring
unwaged people. But here, as in Negri him-
gelf, the problem is not addressed as a spe~
cific one of strategy. Isn't it a necessary
solution for the wageless to get their hands
on the automated wealth they've helped produce?
For example, many U.5. women of my generation
have shattered housework as their main occupa-
+ion and are mow a "rigid" presence in the
waged workforce. Yes, often more work. But
{5 not this women's activity also moticn to-
ward obtaining some wealth and using it for

-"the law of the falling rate of profit de-
rives from the fact that necessary labor is
a rigid quantity";

-"The theory of surplus value is reversed.
Where, in capital's project, labor is comman-
ded by surplus value, in the proletariat's re-
volutionary project reappropriated surplus la-
bor is commanded by necessary labor."

There are dozens of these. If you can string
20 or so together, one can easily come up with
a nice abstract of the Grundrisse.

But it 1is too good a mnemotechnic, for in
helping our memory it also helps us to forget
what Marx "forgot". Marx in 1858 "forgets”
3/4 of the proletariat: the slaves and the
women. Negri remembers on pages 63 and 183

that Marx forgot something, but he can't

Cap. Babeo. Cucuba .
In that same time, a certain learned man, -..

hearing the fame and renown of Pantagruel's
incomparable knowledge, came out of his own

. country...with an intent only to see him, to

try thereby, and prove, whether his knowledge
in effect was so great as it was reported to
be.

some autonomy and g0 escape the fists and rapes
of neolithic capitalist accumulation? Can we
not find in this some coherent strategy, not
just point out the defeat?

And what of Aslan women of this same gene=
ration who have refused to do all the shit
work of the patriasrchal family and have moved
to the cities and work in the garment and e-
lectronice industry--where the third world
left attacks them for their "bourgeois" in-
terest in, for instance, fashiom, and of whom
the '"first world' left can only protest their
{quite real) exploitation at the hands of the
multinationals. Cannot we see here some "self-
valorization" by these women?

Guido knows full well that he has never
been limited by Marx' verson of surplus value
production, and we need not be limited by
Negri's own musings on this 'new and effec-
tive marxist concept.” Can we not just ack-
nowledge the concept and move on, and perhaps
encourage others to meanwhile read Negri?
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A word should be said here on old Karl.
Marx said a great deal on slavery elsewhere
besides the Grundrisse, and the Grundrisse
itself contalns quite a profound analysis of
slavery and colonlalism. TFor example, Marx
speaks with glee of capital’s helpless fury
at the Jamaican free Blacks who only work as
hard as they feel like, Yes, I agree the work
would be epriched by more attention to John
Brown, Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass,
etc..,.But so does Negri! Granted, he is frus-
trating in his abstract presentation and ham-
pered by the fact that European theorists can-
not write a sentence. But Negri a hundred
times states his regret for that missing chap-
ter on the wage and working class subjectivity
which Marx meant to-write, Further, Negri
goes a long way towards constructing this sec-
ticn.

As for Marx and women, while agdain I agree
with Guido basically, he has forgotten the
parts of Capital on domestic workers and women
factory hands. As for housework, Silvia Fe-
deriei and Nicole Cox of Wages for Housework
pointed out a decade ago that Marx' oversight
is not simply his sexism but the reality that
women and children worked 14 hour days or
more in both Manchester and Mississippi., The
“nuclear" family did not exist and housework
was not the defining activity of working class
women. (1} : '

All this sald, my main concern is "defeat”.
Defeat, defeat, despair, humiliation--is Gui-
do speaking of Marx and particularly Negri's
perceptions of the situation, or his own?

For some time now I've been uncomfortable

with Midnight Notes' recent dwelling on the
idea of our defeat. Would it not be more pre—
cise to speak of having suffered some defeats
but not an overall defeat? Guido seems 20
sure that Negri (in particular) refuses to
acknowledge how bad things are and that is why
he is writing on the potential for liberation
and on working class stremgth. The very

best part of Marx Beyond Marx, perhaps the only
thing that makes it (as I think it 1s) worth-

BALDI

quite remember what and who he forgot. It
would have been quite simple for Negri to men-~
tion these two sectors of the working class
by name, if he had remembered. But he forgets
~to remember what Marx forgot so on page 63 we
have Negri-esque gibberish while on page 183
we have gibberish and exasperated intellectual
curses: :
In fact, the Marxist defirition of produc-
‘tive labor is a reductive definitiom, which
ig linked to the socialist axiology of man-
ual labor.
Juat why Negri chooses teo get cross with Marx
would not be clear to most readers. I'm not
sure whether Negri is clear about it either,
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I will not argue pro et contra as do the
sottish sophisters of this town, and other
places. lLikewise T will not dispute after the
manner of the academics by declamation.
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while to struggle through its density and ob-
scurity and actually read the damn thing cover
to cover, is precisely that in its pages gur
power and capacity to transform the world, the
idea of capital as always in crisis, the "immi-
nence of communism"--all these concepts and
a sense of our power are deeply imbedded in
every sentence.

For Negri, our political recompesition
on a higher, more powerful level is an organ—
ic part of every defeat. This was why he turned
to the Grundrisse in that alleged season of
despair in Paris in 1978. For capital to de-
feat us in a limited way, it must also raise
the stakes higher, whether by increasing the
organic composition of capital or by develo-
ping the world market, that is by extending

the contact with and the struggles agalunst the
highest levels of capital further around the
globe, For Negri, this process is summarized
as: struggle—communism—crisis—world market-
communism. Negri's book is an exciting and
powerful intervention.

But 1z Negri (or, for that matter, my

but he is worried about something though he
does not want to say what 1t is. Why?

glaves and women. Those who are most se-~
parated from the tocations of the highest and
most intense syntheses of capital, science and
class struggle. Those for whom the "explosion
of the value form" appears as distant as a su-
pernova in another galaxy. What do they have
to do with the proletarian revolution if this
revolution arises from capital hitting its
productivity 1imits? Slaves and women were
being exploited with neolithic technology at
best, controlled with the social tools of pri-.
mitive accumulation: fists, whips, chains and
rape. What revolution could possibly lay inm
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friends and I) deluded as Guido suggests? Re-
member the "Work/Energy Crisis and the Apoca-
lypse'? (Notes, Vol.2, #1)~-it did not sound
very defeated in 1980 either. Its last line
read that the only way to confront the missiles
is to demand bigger and Juicier sausages.

1978, eh? In 1980 the Black working class
of Miaml revolted. A year later the young
Black, White and Asian marginal sectors in the
cities of England exploded. Then, in July,
1980, Gdansk. Not so long later, the British
miners shouted "Zulu" as their flying pickets
charged police lines-~-did some of the "rigidity"
of South African miners rub off on them? Re-
call when we used to speak of the "eirculation .
of struggles'--is the larguage of defeat and
despair so much preferable now?

1980-81 was anything but a period of defeat
unless you define defeat as anything except
winning the world revolution. Federici wrote
that just entering a factory is a defeat.

Tyue. But since billions of people do daily,
and do in the heights of our struggles and

the troughs, should we be overly concernad with
our defeats?

The 1950's in the U.S. was a bad time for
the working class in many ways——the turning
back of vietories from the 1930's and 40's,
the destruction, imprisonment, exile or mar-
ginalization of most evexry radical current.
CLR James was part of that defeat--I think
his Midnight Notes, Mariners, Renegades and

Castaways, is a good antidote’to despair. (2)
Poor James, defeated and exiled. But one

will search Facing Reality, Modern Politics
(2) or any of the other works of James and his

BALDI

this? 1f, as Negri claims, revolutlonary logic
fissures capital's dialectic at the points of
highest social productivity then these others
are best forgotten for communist visions and
revisions after the explosion. 5o cne would
presume from Negri's Marx. {(Marx himself tells
us he was inspired to write the Grundrisse by
"the discovery of gold in California and Aus-
tralia." Perhaps he should have paid more at-
tention to Frederick Douglass and Sojourner
Truth and John Browm.)

For all of Negri's talk of fissures, cracks,
breaks, gaps, splits and crevices, there is
barely a word about working class division.

Why not? The breakdown of the Italian move-
ment, as with most proletarian movements, came
from its inability to overcome its divisions:
Mguaranteed” vs. "precarious" workers, women
vs. men, North vs. South, hi-tech workers vs.
yural idiots",; etc. Negri qua Marx seems to
assume, wrongly, a high level of working class
homogeneity, while the famous "multiplicity"
and "multilaterality" of the ever-more-power-
ful working class that he posits can in actua-
1ity be a sign of overwork. Thus many part-

_that's precisely his best point.

comrades ror any S1gn thaT Thney Tnougpt ae-
feats were to be taken so seriously. They
seem to. have been under the impression that
the working class' leaps and offensives occur
at the same time as our defeats. Poor CLR
also "treats defeat the same way he handled
any other turn in the novement's course'--
Can we not
plan on a sunrise breakfast at midnight?

Let me end with a bit more from Linton
Kwesl Johnson. Before Brixton he wrote,
"Fagelsts on the attack, nobody worrled 'bout
that." As Midnight Notes in its last issue

‘warned that we, but not necessarily capital,

are in erisis, LKJ at about the same time
wrote, "From England to Poland, every step
across the ocean, de ruling classes dem is in
a mess, crisis is the order of the day..."
He has writtea enough of suffering, death,
tragedy and surely does not see the world
through rose—colored glasses. 1In the 80's
he could say, "It is no mystery, we're
making history, it is no mystery, we're win-
ning victory.”" Rather than dwell on defeat,
check out LKJ, and read bolo'bolo too. And
Guido--lighten up and remember to be realis-—
tic: demand the impossible,

1) "Counterplanning from the Kitchen," p.6,
Falling Wall Press, Bristol, England

2) Prom BEWICK/ED, 1443 Bewick, Detroit, MI
48214,

With this Thaumist, with great toil and vexa-
tion of spirit, rose up, but in rising let a
great baker's fart, for the bran came after;
and pissing withal very strong vinegar, stunk
1ike all the devil's in hell.

time workers, especially women, might in a
24-hour .cycle pass through six or seven meta-
morphoses in the hierarchy of labor and end up
more tired than before.

Negri has his uses. His Marx can be used
against cold-war nerds: Negri bristles with
quotes to prove that Marx was not a "totali-
tarian.” And he is useful against our "com-
rades" on the left who have often given so
much pain. Try these Negri definition of
socialism:

Socialism is the highest form, the superior

form of the economic rationality of capital,

of the rationality of prefit. It still
thrives on the law of value..socialism keeps

glive and generalizes the law of value. The
abolition of work is the inverse mark of
the law of wvalue.
They are quilte neat, quite Marxist, and use
Marxism against average Marxism. If you pull

out these definitions and are accused of being

anti-soclalist, you can reply, "Of course, I'm

a communist," and cite Negri's clever lines:
Communism is in mo case a product of capi-
talist development, it is its radical inZ"
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version...Communism is the destruction of

capital in every sense of the term. It is

non-work, it is the subjective, collective
and proletarian planning of the suppression
of exploitation. It is the positivity of

a free constitution of subjectivity. All

utopias become impossible. :

So goes Negri's use in the linguistic guerilla
war on the left...but:

There 1s a "thinness" about all these for-
mulae. They seem to want to give a verbal so-
lution te a historical problem. Marx' idea of
communism might be "excusably" schematic (it's
almost purely logical), but should Negri's be?
Negri is writing a century after the Paris
Commune and with two decades of "communist
practice” behind him. Is his wisdom expres-
sed only by equations like "the theme of com-
munism has melted into the theme of transi-
tion™? Wot that they are wrong, but can they
even begin to approach the simple observation
of Che Gueverra's, when he pointed cut that a
good criterion for telling whether nationms
were having “communist relations" is that the
prices they exchange at are radically diffe-
rent from those of the capitalist world market?

Finally, perhaps Marx Beyond Marx is useful
because it introduces a new and effective Mar-
xian concept: self-valorization. But what 1s
“gelf-valorization" and why should it be in-
cluded in the "arsenal of revelutionary con-
cepts” (sic)?

Capital valorizes workers by paying them a
wage for their labor power, but workers can't
pay themselves a wage {(unless one accepts the
s1lly metaphysics of neo-classical economics).
In the Marxian typology, value is a matter of
exchange value or use-value. Therefore, self-
valorization must arise as a use-value. Trans-
lating literally from the categories, it would
be something like "using yourself to satisfy
your need, want or desire" or "consuming your-
gself." But is "self-valorization” then just
word-play? Not completely, since it is obvi-
ously trying to discuss the great moving for-
ces of class struggle: the hatred of being
bossed, the need to enjoy your life, the de-
sire for palpable wealth now, etc. {Freedom,
Pleasure, Wealth Now): these are absolutely
crucial matters for any revolutionary theory,
for with them you touch on the raw powers that
“make people move". And Negri does well by us
in 1985 to remind us that even in the darkest
period of working class defeat they are, if
anything, more vital.

But Negri's own discussion of the comcept
i3 simultaneocusly obscure, reified and elitist}
or, as the leftists would say , "vanguardist".
From his account, it arises from "consump-
tion" (135), it involves "auto-determination™
(165) and becomes a ''phase'", perhaps the "fi-
nal stage'", of the class struggle.
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After that, Thaumist bagan to puff up his two
cheeks like a player on & bagpipe, and bilew
as if he had been to puff up a pig's bladder.

But who is self-valorizing? Those with the
"yariety, the multilaterality, the dynamism, the
wealth® to counter capital’s plan. What of
those without these qualifications? They ap-
pear to be outside the "real" struggle, far
from where the action is. Question: how do you
acquire these qualities? Negri's amswer: by
being in touch with the most highly developed
form of capital. It is with these self-valo-
rizers that "the productive violence of the
highest level of cooperation” is present and
they take us to a point "beyond Marx'.

As a political hypothesis, this was disas—
trously wrong in 1978, perhaps it was an i1lu-
sion of the Carter years. The "rigidity of
self-valorization” which Negri claimed would
block "all operations that would make cuts
or impose recessions” simply collapsed in 1979.
Indeed, many Italian thinkers of "self-valo-
rization" proved less than rigid before the
state. This is understandable to us, but from
Negri's pages it is '"impossible behavior.”
This was not a singular lapse. In 1985 when
we look at the world-wide class struggle and
the proletarian rigidity to capital’s plans,
we don't see much of it in the domain of the
highest socialization of capital. On the con-
trary, a brief, crude list would include South
Africa, El1 Salvador, Chile, the Philippines,
ete. This list is not in the spirit of a con-
test for militant laurels where the "damned of
the earth” win, or to suggest that struggle
will only now proceed there. It is merely
to remind the reader that either "self-valo-
rization" must have a wider and more concrete
meaning, or it is a suspect concept. :

A
Panurge and Thaumist are characters created
by Rabelais, from whom these gquotes are taken.



A Lesbian Shaggy Dog Story

The Sophie Horowitz Story
by Sarah Schulman {Natad Press, 1984, $7.95)

Somewhere there ought to be someone who
protects unsuspecting authors from the mis-
guided efforts of their publishers. Naiad
Press has just published a first novel by
Sarah Schulman, The Sophie Horowitz Story.
Maybe you'll get past the tarted up cover and
the misleading jacket prose and treat your-—
self to a good read. But I doubt if you'll
find it much like the hype. Its only resem-
blance to Fran Lebowitz, who's suggested on
the cover, is that both seem to write about
New York. Schulman writes New York, the New
York we really live in. And if you have a
passing acquantance with left and feminist
politics, you'll find it very familiar.

The Sophie Horowitz Story reads like a
lesbian shaggy dog story (if that's a cate-
gory vet) with a self-humor that reminds you
more of Lenny Bruce or Woody Allen than Fran
Lebowitz. There's a thread of a plot running
through that neither matters very much or
needs te make a whole lot of sense. Schul-
man writes 80's realism--""the powers that be"
pull strings, making plots tangle or unravel.
When the FBI, grand juries and crooked DA's
are cutting deals with each other, we can't
expect out heroine to be able to change the
course of history anymore.

But Sophie's no leftist clone either.
Schulman’s caricatures of the various '"revolu-
tionary" types of the far-out left are down-
right wicked (she's especially down on "educa-
tional leafletting"). Sophie's our hard-boiled
dyke, our post-modern Marlowe sleuthing her
news story deep in the heart of the counter-
culture. But unlike the traditiomal detec-
tive and unlike many ex-leftists, she doesn't

munity,

see 1t as a "me against the world" situation.

As cynical as she is about the Organized Left,
she's idealistic about "community.”
is the junkies and the old ungentrified resi-
dents of her lower East Side hercine's neigh-
borhood; it's Jewish culture, especially of

Community

the anarchist variety; it's the lesbian com-
Community is Schulman's conceptual
touchstone {as "cadre" is the organizing prin-
ciple of her far-left characters), It's al-
ways a struggle though: communities are not
found, they're made. .

But make no mistake-~this book is no po-
litical manifesto. In fact, if you're not
familiar with late 60's politics, or part of
the New York scene, you may not even notice
Schulman's politics. So maybe from the book
cover you expected sex. OK, it's there. But
it isn't some great cure-all for the small
and large frustrations of life. It isn't the
solution to any of Sophie's problems. For
that, try food. When Sophie's in a tough spot,
she falls back on fried sauverkraut pirogis
or the three varieties of herring. With sex,
it's cheesecake or cherry babka-—sweeter '
stuff. Sophle's scorn for pseudo-food (quiches
and sprouts) 1s as much a political position
against the gentrifiers who destroy a communi-
ty's indigenous cuisine, as a jab against the:
diet mafia, that denies women the pleasure of
fattening food. Maybe these days it takes
more nerve to write about food that to write
about sex anyway. Whatever, this book night
not make you horny, but it will make you
hungry.

Hungry, perhaps, for another installment
of the Sophie Horowitz story. It's like salted
nts...

End to Negri

Methinks perhaps friend Bartieby exager-
ates the "dwelling on defeat" of Midnight
Notes. Yet, the issue is important. Has
there been a defeat of the U.S5. (last Notes'
discussion) or Italian working class? gener-
ally speaking, I think so. How do we deal
with it? Ignore it? Dwell on it? Try to
understand it? 1 suggest the latter, in the
hopes of avoiding another. We've enough
farces already.

1f I understand Guido {who is unavailable
to respond to Bartelby), the peint is this:
Negri's ignoring slaves (third world) and
women, his narrow definition of self-valoriz-
ation, refusal to discuss the divisions in
the class and his refusal to acknowledge
defeat are all of a piece. If defeat in Italy
was based on class divisions, and Negri

will only treat of those class sections
in touch with the "highest levels of capital,
then in fact Negri cannot understand the
defeat. The obverse makes this more clear:
to assess the defeat means to understand the
hierarchical divisions in the class, and to do
this means one cannot ignore sliaves and women,
cannot conceptualize seif-valorization only
for a few sectors, and therefore must throw
into crisis Negri's political structure.
Capital is not only the "heights", for capital
simultaneously 'underdevelops’ as it 'develops:
Negri's

_ cha11en3e was to understand ‘'his'
political project and why it was defeated.

Instead he retreats a century, rehashes Marx
without necessarily shedding Marx's limits,
and does not come to grips with what he must
in order to help us move beyond abstract
belief in our victories to a new 'what to do?’
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OUTLAW NOTES

Traditionally, to be an outlaw has meant
one has committed acts deemed illegal by the

law; for the most part, acts against capital.

To us, however, to be an outlaw also means
to have committed acts against capital or
for us which have yet to be codified as il-
legal. The fact that the law only covers

a small fraction of all possible relation-
ships and acts makes this quite evident.

We begin this issue by examining what the
law is in current capitalist society. Our
goal 1s to understand the role that the law
plays in our struggles against capital so
that we can use the law and, more important-
1y, transcend it to escape from this mani-
fold of work we Tive in. We then turn to
a study of the cycles of policing, one cri-
tical component in our analysis of the law
and the state, to see how policing changes
in response to class struggle in line with
changes in c¢lass composition and capital's
organization of accumulation.

In 1780, in the Gordon Riets, the inter-
national, multi-racial, male and female pro-
letariat of London excarcerated the prison-

ers of London’'s prisons and burned the jails.

Who were these people, inside and out, what
did they do and why, and what were the re-
sults?--these questions we explore in "The

Delivery of Newgate." We precede this with
some brief notes about slavery and work in
U.S. prisons today.

A much later and not yet so dramatic a
set of struggles erupted on U.S. college cam-
puses this past spring. While much of that
movement chained itself to narrow legality,
the boundaries started to burst in many ac-
tions. We discuss what happened and why;
this includes focusing on struggles within
the movement intself. The student authors
suggest what strengths the movement needs
to build on, what weaknesses need to be
overcome.

Toni Negri has become an outlaw, fleeing
Italian just-us. We provide two reviews of
his book Marx Beyond Marx, one critical, the
other less so. Young Greek girls were mur-
dered as outlaws by the right in the Greek
Civil War;:we here print a few translations
of Rita Boumi Papa's 1000 Killed Girls. Some
cultures are at the fringes of the law, in
many senses. MWe review The Sophie Horowitz
Story, a book in part about such communities.

1 these articies, graphics plundered
from our history, a few other pleasures--
this is our issue #8. Many thanks from us
"ald" midnight noters to the new folks who
have helped us get this issue out.

Wm. Hogarth, "A Midnight Modern Conversation®

If you were wondering why it has been so Tong between issues, this graphic
from Hogarth shows what at least a few of our moments have been Tike; we
would note that, unlike for this Hogarth, women have participated alse,

and not all faces have been so pale.



