NOTE

1. Radical Periodicals in America, 1890-1950, published by Yale University

Library, 1964, states erroneously that council Communists “never affiliated with
any major party,” and that the “great majority of its members were former
members of the German Sozialistische Arbeiter-Partei.”” However, council
communism was the program of the first west-European Communist parties
before they were changed into parties of the Leninist type to fit them into the
Third International. As regards the American group, none of its members
had belonged to the Sozialistische Arbeiter-Partei, which held a position mid-
way between social democracy and Bolshevism. The few Germans in the
American group came from the German council movement. The large major-
ity were native workers, and those with a political background came either
from the Industrial Workers of the World or from the left wing of the Prole-
tarian party—the most “American” of the three Socialist groups that had
vied for Russian acceptance as the “official” Communist party.
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WHAT /5 COMMUNISM?

communism, the prccess of production is no longer a process
capital expansion, but only a labor process in which society
aws from nature the means of consumpticn which it needs. No
longer are values produced, but only articles for use, As an
conomic criterion, the nebess ity of which is undeniable, since
oth production and the productive apparatus must be made to
onform to the social need, the only thing which can still

e is the labor time employed in the production of goods. It
no longer the t'value' but the calculaticn in terms of use
ticles and the immediate labor time reguired for their pro-
tion which is the negessary form of expression of a regu-

ted communist economy.

d 80, from the standpoint of Marxism, the Russian expzriments
planned economy are not to be rated as socialistic. The Rus-
an practice is not directed according to communist principles,
t follows the laws of capitalist accumulaticn. We have here,
en though in modified form, a surplus-value production under
e ideological camouflage of "socialist construction". The
relation is identical with that of capitalist production,
g also in Russia the basis for the existence of a growing
eea?graoy with gountjing privileges; a bureaucracy whioch, by
 8ide of the private capitalist elements which are still
esegt, is strictly to be appraised as a new class appropria-
i) O itself surplus labor and surplus value. From the
_‘3 an experience no positive conclusions can be drawn which
czg a relation to communist production and distribution. It
1 offers only examples of the way in which communism can
t be developed.

ti§e§}§1V°~Pr°blems ¢f a communist economy do not come up
Pletely dis the market, wage laber, monsy, e%c., have been com—
Wage 3. spensed with. The very fact of the exiatence of the
Oontroglation signifies that the means cf produ¢tion are not
orm of ed by t?e proavecers, but stand over against them in the
B 8uction capital; and this circumstance further compels a repro-

or is §looess in the form of capital accumulation. This lat-
S as ¥y the Marxist theory, beside and because cf its valid-
Eion %aw.Of crises and collupse, at the sams time the arcux
. of misery, and hence also the Russian workers ave-
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actually growing poorer at the same rate as capital accumulates.
The productivity of the Russian workers increases faster than
their waces; of the increasing social product they receive a

relatively ever smaller ghare. To Marx this relative pauperiza
ticn of the working papulation in the course of accumulation is
only a phase of tl® ahsoiute pauperization; it is only another

expression for the increasing exp.oitation of the workers, and
to denominate this as the "growth of socialism" is after all
hardly possibls.

The gist of the Bolshevist "theory of socialization" may he
sketched as follows: With the revolutionary overthrow,i.e. the
expropriation of capital, the power over the means of production
and henoe the control over production and the distribution of the
products passes into the hands of the state apparatus. This
latter then organizes the various branches of production in ac-
cordanme with a plan and puts them, as a state monopoly, at the
service of society, With the aid of statistics, the central
authorxrity computes and determines the magnitude and kind of pro-
duction, as also the apportionment of the products and producers.

To be sure, the means of production have here passed from the
handls of the private entrepreneurs into those of the State; as
regiards the producers, however, nothing has changed. No more
than under capitalism do they themselves exercise the command
over the products of their labor, for they still lack the control
ower the means of production, Just as before, their only means
@f livelihood is the sale of their labor power. The only differ-
ence is that they are no longer required to deal with the individ-
ual capitalist, but with the tot&l capitalist, the State, as the
purchagser of labor power. In the mind of the Bolshevist theoret-
ician, as in that of the Social Democrat, monopoly capitalism has
already made production "ripe for socializing"; the only thing
left to do is to give a "sociulistic" form to distribution. The
decisive aspect of the matter here is the organizational-techni-
cul side of the production process; the side developed by monop-
oly capitalism or to be copied from it, instead of the truly
busic faptor of communist economy: the economic relation between
product and producer.

The conception that the mere centralization of the means of pro-
duction in the hands of the State is to be regarded as sociali-
zation precluded the praotical employment of an aocounting unit
in keeping with a communist mode of economy. Centralized powsr
over social production and distribution admitted of no form of
accounting by which an uninterrupted economic process Wwas pOs-—
sible as a substitute for morey economy, The Russian attempts at
a natural economy during the period of "war communism" completely
miscarried. Money accounting had to be re-established.

Under capitalism, the means of production (mp) and labor (1) ap-
pear as constant (c) and variable (v) capital. The values ckv
can be applied capitalistically only so long as they produce sur-
plus value (8). The capitalietic formula of production is c/tvis.
It is only because mpfl appear as cfv, that it is possible to at-
tain e, If cfv drops out, so also does s, and vice versa, What
remains is the concrete, material form of ofv, that is mpfl, the
means of production and labor, The communist formula of produo-
tion is - mpfl.

mp and 1 proceeds in any society; it is nothing
”?iﬁt-fﬁitegm mtgra.ction between man and nature". The
however, is historically bound up with capital ist
¢ under capital jem it wes, only the interest in & which
ghe development of ofv, sinocer here the need for the ex-
ital prevails over the social needs, under communism
other hand, it is only the social needs which determine the
he sent of mpfl. The formia cfvie %geszppoees exchange between
,2v and the owners of 1. ofv is lacking, 80 also
, It is not until mp has ceased %O confront the wor-
in the form of capital, when it remains merely as the tool of
oz ¥ and is nothing elee, that it is possible tO speak of a oom-
"o:xist economy. Labor time as the unit of reckoning would play &
:ouble rolg in the communist economy: / ;
"Its apportionment in accordance with a definite social
plan maintains the proper proportion betvyeen the differ-
ent kinds of work to be fioe and the various wants of
the community. On the tther hand, it also serves as a
wmeasure Of the portion of the common labor borne by each
ir.dividual, and of his share in the part of the tota,l.
product destined for individual oonsumption. The social
relations of the individual producars, with regard both
%0 their labour and to its products,are in this case per-
fectly simple and intelligible, andEL that with regard not
only to production but also to aistribution®. (Capital,-
Vol, I - Page 90 - 9I).

‘!’lki.n% the social average working hour as the computing unit of com-
munist society, it must be oapable of embracing all categories of
prodwtion and distribution. The working hour unit must be appl ic—
able, that is, to the quantitative consuuption, the quantitative
reproduction and the quantitative expansion of the productive forces.
Rach-enterprise must determine the number of working hours it con-
8umes, 80 that they can be replaced in the same magnitude. Computa-
tion by working hours is not difficult, as all the presuppositions
for it have already been formed by capitalist cost accomnting. In
particular, the capitalist process of rational isztion has devel-
Oped computing methods which are capable of getting at the cost
DPrice both as a whole and alao down into the last detail. And while
these coumputing methods are today related tO the common denominator

Of money, their conve
4i2fi0w b iee rsion into the working hour is attended by no

The production formula of any enterprise, as also that of society as

- 8 wWhole, is very simple. We have already stated it as follows: mp/l:

D’Od:.ot. With the aid of the means of production, human labor pro-

tmm gfqua.ntity of goods, We distinguish between two different

o means of production: fixed and circulating. So we broaden
Tmule in aocordance with this distinction.

Ma:gines t(‘; - + 3

10,00 sete, raw material,eto. labor power

e O working hours 70, 000 working’hom-e 70,000 working hours
ing that these f i

ol . ures are appl iocable to a shoe factory:

0‘:%%)6 lv)rlc;OduCt - 10,800470, 000470, 000z 50,000 pairs of sl?c,)es in

né g e:,géng hours, or an average of three working hours is oon-

Ea pair. In this production formula we have at the same

Production formula for simple reproduction. We know how




many labor hours ®ere withdrawn from this faotory for the production
of 50,000 pairs of shoes. The same number of labor hours must ao~-
cordiﬁ 1y be restored to it. And what holds for the single enter-
prise lLolde also for the whole of society, which of course is only
the sum total of all enterprises. The total social product is the
product of mpfrfl of all enterprises. To distinguish the production
formula of the single enterprises from that of society as a whole,
we selec? capital letters for the latter. The formula for the socia.
product (SP) then reads: WP R{L: 8P, Assuming MP (the sum of all the
fixed means of production) to amount to IOO million labor hours,the
corresponding sum R to amount to 600 million, and the labor time
consumed to be equal to 600 million, we have the following for the
total product: MPZRsLzSP - I00£600£500:1300, Of the total productior
of I300 million labor hours, in conditions of simple reproduction,
(i.e.-when no axpansion of production ogours), we aseume that 600
million labor Rours are turned over to the consumers in the form of
means of oonsuwmption,

The applicatign of the soocial average labor hour as the computing
unit presuppoges the existence of workers!' councils (soviets).Eaoh
enterprise comes forward as an independent unit and is at the same
time, as we shall show later, connected with all the other enter-
prises., As a result of the division of labor, each factory has cor-
tain end praducts, With the aid of the production formula mpiril
each enterpxise ocan compute the labor time comtained in its end
productd. In the shoe factory taken as an example, the end product-
(one pair @f shoes)-contains an average of three working hours.This
average cen be found for each product in eaoh enterprise, The end
product of an enterprise, insofar as it is not destined for individ-
ual consumption, goes to another enterprise either in the form of
p or v, and this one in turn computes its end products in labor
hours. The same thing holds for all places of production, without.
regard $o the magnitude or kind of their products.

When tlye individual enterprises have determined the average labor
time owntained in their products, it still remains to find the so-
cial average. All enterprises of the same naturs, i.e.-turning out
the smme kind of products, must get in touch with each other. From
the individual enterprises of a determinate industry, in a given
terrlitory, will be derived the total average of all the given
averages (a.vera.ge of averages) for these enterprises., To take a
rough example: if IO00 shoe factories strike an average of three
hours, IO0 others an average of two, then the general average for

& ‘pair of shoes is 2-I/2 hours. The varying averages result from the
varying productivity of the individual enterprises. Yhough this is
oondition irherited from capitalism, and the differences in produc-
tivity will slowly disappear, the deficit of one enterprise must i
the meanwhile be made up through the surplus of the other. From thc
standpoint of society, however, there is only the socizl average
product%vitx. The determination of the social labor time calls for
the cartellisation of the individual enterprises. The opposition bc-
tween the factory-average and the social-average labor time comes
to an end in the production cartel.

The social average labor time deoreases with the development of tr
productivity of labor. If the product thus "cheapened" is one for
individual consumption, it goes into consumption with this reduced
average. If it is an end product used by other enterprises as meane
of production,then the consumption of mpfr for these enterprises

bor tim
onfcosts" decline and hence the average la
Proggcg%oréhese enterprises is reduced. The m:%ter ofhcom_.
x-oducthe variations caused in thls_ way is a purely techni-
f;oé‘:hich presents no special difficulties.

- 3 oduction, it must like-—
G hour 2oy r it at"heasﬁrfreg ﬁeg‘; gtatement of this
N to.?mt.:r;bu 1820the Gotha Programme, page 29) -
Biven by e O en to society is his. individual
pos "What the e S s glvel]? . the social working-day con-
G amount Of 1abor. T B P dividuals' hours of work. The
swts'gfxaih:oiﬂndtgﬁ: g? ége Iilidividua.l producer is that
ivi = : :
s of fhejeopiad rorkinetey SeRtrimed By L L%,
i g;tcon?;ributed such and such quantity of workd gtig de-
& ductions from his work for the common fuxﬁd) anas mich 3
+: through this voucher on the social store :\_J:e Bt
~ the means of copsumption as the same quantity Mk P by
pe The same amount of work which he has ﬁlven to society
¥ one form, he redeives back in another”.
< £
) cialization of labor makes necessary the use of some sort of
.&uts jcates for drawing from the fund of sgcgilsaexrgég%??iggtggngor_
‘sumption. Each producer receives a number o ? b 2 i
" responding to the number of hours of labor he has per ormet. .
Xrgifioa. es may be called labor money, thougf} they arei_ no m'?qey a:
‘all in the capitalistic sense. "The producers", writes,Marx, "may
ventually receive paper checks, by means of which they withdraw
‘irom the social supply of means of consumption a share correspgndu.,_,
gg their labor-time. These checks mre not money. They do not circul-
ate," tﬁapital, Vol. 2 - page UI2),

The workers cannot, however, receive the full output of their labor.
488 Jabor time is noy the direct measure for the part of the social
Ygfivoguct destined for individual consumption., As Marx goes on to ex-
plain:

e 1=

Bt "Let us take the words "proceeds of labour" in the sense of
e the product of labour, thus the co-operative proceeds cf

\ labour is the tptal social product.

W But from this miist be deducteds firstly, Reimbursement for

bs the replacement of the means of production used up; second-
. ly, an additian portion for the extension of producticn;

thirdly, reserve or insurance funds to provids against mis-
adventures, disturbances through natural events, and so on."

¥

There is left the other portion of the total product which is meant
-fﬁr“"’e definitely as means of consumptiom. But before this can go
1y 1gdiv1dua,1 consumpt ion there has to be taken from it yet: first-
tidn: ¢ general costs Of administration not appertaining to produc-
needa seoondly, what is destined for the satisfaction of communal
oge’ugugh as schools, health,services, etc,; thirdly, funds for
of 60-03.%1;'3 gi?fvi’gl"ii etc., in'short, what comes under th(cz h}eladli:ng

: i oor i iti 3 o-
&ramme - page 2725 p relief today.(Critigue of the Gotha Pr

hﬁos
Bocj

:llle'lsziﬁuf,ions which produce no tangible goods (cultural and

e recf{ol ishments) and yet participate in the social consumption
ut del m?d as enterprises. ‘Their services go over intc society
these ¢ :y, production and distribution here aret one. In the case
org fAterprises, the final goal of communism, %he "taking ac-

> 18 already actualized; their distrdibution is

r nomic neasure. We call these public enterprises,
”vzﬁﬁeigfises for general social labor (GSL). Commun¥st accounting
i Plicated by the existence of these GSL enterprises just as it




was by the varying produstivity of the single enterprises. EverythinL
which” the public €ntergriees consume must be drawn from the stores
of the procustive entasprises.

Going back to our production formula for gcciety as a whole:
(MP£R)/L = mass cf procacts, or (IOORGO0)LGDzmillion working hours.
Mp amé R have to be reproduced; there remain, of the total mass of
products, 600 million working ﬁours. The GSI, enterprises take frgm
these 60D million their means of production and raw materials.It is
accordingly necessary to kncw the total consumption of these public
enterprises. If we designate the means of production for the public
enterprises as MPs, the raw materials as Rs and t&e labor power as
Ls, we get the following total budget for GS&; (MPS%RS)%Ls;egrv;ces
>f the GSL, or (for example - & million £ 52 million- 108 million
labor hours.) From the 600 millicn labor hours to be consumed, 58
million must be dedunted for MPs and Rs of the GSL enterprises.
There remain 542 million labor hours for the individual consumption
of all workers, In the productive entervrises the workers were em-
ployed 600 million hours, and in the GSL enterprises 50 million.Of
the total output of labor power there is available for individual
consumption, aoccordingly, only 542/650 or &3%. Wé call this propor-
tion the "factor of individual consumption" (FIC),The formula for
FIC is: L-(MPsfRs) over L # Ls. Or employihg the figures assumed
in our example: 600 million = 58 million- 542 million  0.83

600 million £ 597 milliion:650 million

If a worker has worked 40 hours, he receives a labor-money certifi-
cate’ in the amount of 0.8% x 40- 33,2 which he exchanges for such
articles as he pleases. This compufation is possible because all en-
terprises keep an accouat of their consumption in mp, r and 1. The
general social bookkeeping, which records all products, has at its
disposal all data necessary for determining the payment factor,

namely, L,MPs,Rs and Ls, which result from simple summation in the
current adcouwit.

In the GSL enterprises, tune "taki according tc needs" was, as we
}tlave (s)ie_en,talrea.dy realized. With the growth of communism, this 5

= nterprise receiv i >as i e io ()
c%gsumpt?on, welfing?eé&ggeggegvgiaégggggflg%c.)$ﬁ28é0¥é gggggty
grows in this direction and the more enterprises are transfermed in-
to the GSL type, the les%h will individual laber be tie measure for
individual cousumption This tendency serves to illustrate the gen-
eral development of communist society.

Witb the development of communism, the accounting for FIC changes.
Various enterprises, such as an electric plant, werk in part for
individual consumption and in part for purely prcductive purposes.
To refer to our example: if the consumers are now supplied with
electrioit¥.free of charge, the electric plant telongs t0 a new
type of enterprise. For acéounting purposes, these mixed enter-—
grlses must be included either under those of the productive or of
he GSL type. This electric plant must receive back from the FIC
the deliveries »f current, expressed in working hours, going into
the individual consumptinon., The addition of thése parts of all
mixed enterprises gives the deficit to be made up by the FIC, If
we call this part the general deficit (D), we have a new distrib-
ution formula: FIC = L-(MPs/Rs)-D over LLLs.

A number of variations are possible here, depending on whether we
assign the mixed enterprises to the publio or to the productive ones
Oor divide them between the two, But these variations do not affect
the clarity of the general view.

1 roducer and product is established, the
?!'1‘“°§°:§§Z§§§1pand vertioa.lpgrouping of the enterprises
e tmioa,ny goluable une, which from the economic point of
a teonnloi d iti e. Distribution also, like production
s o :a] question, The "expenses" of distribution are ine
5w sogx;erlﬂ. tbudge o for GSL:that is to say, the organe of
tbeai‘-e entergris - of the GSL type, which likewise conduct
é\;.:ting sccording o the formula mpirfl.

i ith which we have been work-
B eter oo rgg:de:c:z;:ﬁad:iogioal assumption employed
":‘i agg gizgfig]iiy a.n?l have no basis in actual fact. Human
R and ans i forces; the process
f the productive ;

B o a0 oL broader scale. Under cap-
oductiom must be asccomplished on a droa » n ¥
» i of accumulation of cap
+1.is nrocess which goes on in terms TP T

1 i i the various cepitalistic :
e infliﬂduaiofm}fim:iltois a soocinl function. Of the social
‘:mp:.o?migiigi'e e:;]‘zgy;d for the further expansion of the Iiro..

R ; i o to be a conscious
] i cd reproduvction is ¢

appacatus. If thie expand ! e e 1

T i3 necesaary to know the sccia z .
gg':ﬁ:éi ei;:;eprodu;t ion, The formula.df oi ii;mli%etgeg:‘)::;:;g:d
R/L.I© the material apparatus Of produc 8 10 be Syinnied
i lgggimof; igxiOC%gg; gii;h‘l"i";ﬁg;tﬁ& gz.sw‘:een accompl ished,
0: procgeds escording to the formula: 1.1 (MP%il)ﬁL{l Wg h:,\cr:
shown that ihe socisl product is completelsérz?ne topthz

‘when the indi}ridua.l consumpt ion proceeds acc g
ula FIC = L-(MFa/Rs).

g LELS 2

hed by 0.1
individual comsumption must now be further diminis
% In the o » I10% expansion of production, we then get
Ma' 1?-‘1?:‘8‘-82-01,1aL MP/R)-(MPs/Rs).This general formula does
s, 3 LfLs )

of the problem in actual

take the place of the concrete solution 2 ge Bian, dn aoti

, but within the scope of this work we mus T gy
d merely refer further to Marx: "If we assumed tha s‘ta.l gvom,d
‘not capitalistic, but communistic, then the money-capi o dr
irely eliminated, and with it the disguise which it carr s
transactions. The question is then simply reduced to the pgg
society must calculate beforshand how much labor, means
luct iony and means of subsistence it can utilize without mj\;ll'y
Buch lines of activity as, for instance, the building of rail-

8, which do not furnish any means of production or subsistence,
Any useful thing, for a long time, a year or more, while they re-
_labor, and means of production and subsistence out of the an-
- 8ocial production." (Capitol, Vol.2 ~ Fage 36I).

.

b Us consider this example. If the construction of a railway proves

Ssary, the work involved velongs to the GSL part of the social
tion, If it consumes, for example, three years of labor in a
aumber of working hours, this sum is deducted yearly by

rging it to the GSL account, from the factor of individual con-
tion (FIC),

€ Trelations between the individual enterprises, labor-time
Buperfluous. When an enterprise delivers its end products,

linked mpir/l working hours to the great ohain of partial

labors, These must be restored to the various enterprises in

1© magnitude in the form of other end products. The labor

38 valid only for individual consumption., As more and more en-

e




terprises are brought into GSL production, distribution by means of
la.bgr money growsugess and leﬂsfJ and rushes on to0 its own abolitiom,
Fixing the factor of individual consumption is the task of social~
bOOkkeeping. On the credit side of the social bookkeeping stands L;
on the debit side MPs, Rs, and Ls. "Bookkeeping asa 2ontrol and ab-
s8tract summary of the economic process," says Marx, "becomes the
more necessary to the extent that the process functions on a gocial
8cale and loses its purely individual character. If is, therefore,
more necessary in capitalist production than in scattered handicraft

and agricultural production, and still more necessary in coO-operatiye

than in capitalist production." This bookkeeping under communisn
is merely bookkeeping arc nothing else. It is the central point of
the economic process, but has no power over the producers or the in.
dividual enterprises, The social bookkeeping is itself only an en-
terprise of the GSL type. I%s functions are: the registration of the
stream of products, the fixing of the FIC, the outlay of labor-time
money, the control over préduction and distribution, The control of
the labor process is a purely technical one, which is handled by
each enterprise for itself. The control exercised by the social
bookkeeping extends only t0 accounting for all receipts and del iv-
erise of the individual enterprises and watching over their pro-
ductivity.

The control of production in the society of free and equal producers
does not come about through persons and authorities, but is con-
ducted through the publ ic rogistration of the objective course of
the productive process; that is, procduction is controlled through
reproduction,

The different industrial organizatiorm turn their production budgets
over to the enterprise which conducts the social bookkeeping. From
all the production budgets results the social inventory. Products in
one form flow to the enterprises; new ones in another form are given
out by them, Each conveyance of goods is recorded in the general

soc ial bookkeeping by an endorsement,§o that the debit and credit
of any particular enterprise at ary time can be seen at a glance,
Everything which an enterprise consumes in the way of means of pro-
duction, raw material or labor money, appear on the debit side of
the enterprise; what it has turned over to society in the form of
prod\_.\cts appears a8 a credit, These two items must cover each other
continuously, revealing in this way whether and to what extent the
productive process is flowing smoothly. Shortage and excess on the
part of the enterprise becomes visible and can be corrected. If an
enterprise is unable to maintain its productivity, if that produc-
tivity declines, then the other enterprises, even though they work
veyond the s/a. production time, cannot cover the shortage of the
first one. The comparatively unproductive enterprise is unable to
rg;orOduoe it.self, the malfunction becomes visible and can be reme-
dicd by society. The control of the GSL enterprises runs parallel

in part with that of the productive ones. It resulte from the mat-
erial production, through the registration of the articles turned
over to them and the recaeipt of fabor money., The product of the GSL
enterprises, however, goes into society "gratuitously", so that for
these enterprises the credit factor is lacking in their bookkeeping.
The ocontrol of their productivity will probably only be poss ible
with the aid of comparative investigations.

While under capitalism the category s.a. labor time is dependent on
"value", in communism it is only a matter of the.labor embodied in
goods turned out. And while social productivity under capital ism ha®

5
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: the market, which involves a gigantic waste of
”s‘n?g:ge:yof product i:ﬁn, in communism the lower.ing of the
Y ”1 tion time is 2 oconecious,socially-regulated act. It leade
fmo]_‘d_roo ip tue times of procductioh. If, for example, an
ggrahas rsokenad its means ¢f production at I00,000 labor
_,s?‘ if we acsuze that these instruments have a ten-year span
; anthen 10,000 wozkiag hcure are to be addsd on yearly to the
‘fté of this enterpiise, If the s.a. rsproduction time of the
“of productiom ammlcoyed in thie enterprise declines, then.in
rocess, cf reprcduction it can fashion better or more machines
1US jacrease its productivity, waich in practice means expand-
E ~ocuct ive apparatus without the expenditure of extra labor:
gz:tion time for this enterprise has changed. Since the s.a.
wction time is ohserved, the only change is in the productiv-
actor of this euverprise, The s.a. production timq of the car-
ith waich %She entarprice is connected always remains the same
e reprocuction time, &ince the means of production, too, flow
continuous stream through all the enterprises. The lowest so-
reproduction times blend again and again in the process of
tion with the s.a. reprcduction tine.

of summary, it may be said: ’
‘"The besis of the s,a, reproduction time is the s.a. working
- hour, This category is already valid even in capltgllsm.Even
" now the indivifuel differsnces find no expression in the com-
‘modity, for the product is converted on the market into money;
. that is, transformed into the general commodity, by which all
~individual cifferences are abolished, In communism, it is the
'8.a. reproduction time which embraces within itself all in-
‘dividual diffsrences of slow and experienced workers, of cap-
- @ble and less cepadle, of manual aud inveilectual labor. The
. B.a. reproduction time is accordingly something which as such,
- a8 something special, does not exist. Like the laws of nature,
. Which merely bring out what is general in the particular
. Phanomena, without existing as actual laws, the s.a. working
hour, which in the concrete sense has no existehce, embodies
. What is general from among the enormous diversity in the mat-
; erial interaction of socisty".

THE U. W. P, GROUPS.

BIOUD in Buffalo, N.Y,, have conducted quite a few out-door

¢ meetings this summer, and the workers responded by khe hun-
8. It was a relief for these audiences t0 hear something about
= oWl real problems in contrast to the C.P, speakers, Who in-
Sntly harp on the beauties of "the Forkers' Fatherland".--Our
O group ie orgonizing a class on "Ravolutionary Marxism",

COmrades in New York Cit i

ity are planning some very outstanding ac-
%Y f.Dr the fall and winter season, and we will announce the
8 lu this paper from time to time,

,;:i_"}t'?flon, D.0, the ocomrades have helped to prepare material for
==8#, and have shown much will ingness in supporting the Party,

Fg;:&§° 8TOup opers its annual Worker's Forum on Sun.Oct.7. It
: Ontf{nue every Sunday evening thru-out the winter. Oct.g a study
el arxian Econcmicae will commence. The regular wrekly meetings
> 8roup on Vied.evenings are much better attended now than dur ing
T months,and the comrades are enthusiastically active,
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: egarding the possibilities of the German labor

' n:::oxtiaiegintongaooomt, not merely the simssof the various
gions, but the structural transformations in modern society
> the last decads. This ohange in the economic eetup, to-
with its politiocal consequences, is likewise the indispens-
key t° the complete understanding of fasoism,

present orisis, the monopolist form of economy develops
jtself stagnating tendencies directed eccnomically against
sgez—faire principle and politically against "formal democ-
The prooess of oapital ooncentration, which continues dur-
s orisis, acts as a spur to all sooial groups, though it is
the working class which ocan be moved into a genuine opposition
existing order. The economic dependence of the middle class
it no policy of its own; it develops only a backward ideole-
ince any social advance brings with it the downfall of this
as a special group.

)t that the middle class has become the chief support of the
povement is only a sign of its own historical insignifican-
he policies of the existing economic system can not te sub-
ed to the fasoist ideology, and the louder that idsology
the more surely it also destroys itseif. Being incapable
about a revolutionary change in the economic system,
is compelled to follow laws which simply force the im-
hment of the middle olass a8 welli. Tha fascist wmovement
necessity, in the cgourse of davelopmynis, ehrink to &
s8tate apparatus which has openly to deiend the iaterests
economically strongest groups against society as a whole.
oally, fasoiem can only be appraised as the expression of
itical necessities of the moncpolietic groupe during the
l. It is nothing other than the compulsion to permarent
iem against the working class; axd tnis corpulsion re-
from the faot that ths further endengering of industrial
by social umest can no longsr bs tolerated, since the
' insufficient profit brings into Queetion more and more
ontinued existence of the economic sys*sm. Fascism, fur-
ore, has to wage the class struggle against the class
which it denies, so0 as to prepare the "nation™ for
erialistic clashes to be expected.

Tesult of the conflicts of interests within society -
0ts deniable only in words, not in reality - fascism
ge 1its leaders and symbcls or may even under certain
tances, as a result of new social uphzavale, give plaoce
: neo-democratic rezime, But practically, this transforma-—
1 WOuld. be nothing mors than an exchange of leaders anc
:B% 8ince even the restorsé "democraoy" would be ccrpelled
89D tile‘fa.scist policies, Even a democratically "minded"
:gge-~auus would have %o prosect the existing sociewy with
7 Sary means, which todeay ave means of tewwvorism. Without
bi:s the differsnoes between fasciem and democracy, it may
pre:id that both these social forms, within the framework
7 litent system, have only the same possibilities of aotionm,
S Politics is always dictated by the economio necessities.

..




From this standpoint, any struggle for demooracy is only a pseudo
struggle. And for this reason, such a struggle is quite out of
the question for the workers, and can cnly be conducted by those
groupe which are willing to play capitalistic polit ics, that is,
merely wont to govern, This fight will no% even be decided by the
"fightara", but by the prooesses within the soconomic system. Only
the false assumption that the present economy is still capable of
further progressive development can feed the illusion of a new
democratic era.

In Germany also, the real olass struggle will not turn on the ques-
tion of demoocracy, and all attempts to erect a new labor movement
on this besis are doomed in.advance, The efforte of the socialist
movement to za% a new lease of life through the radicalizing of its
phraseology fall down on the objective impossibility of turning hie.
tory .backward. The demand for the rehsbilitation of demooracy is
no less laughable than the faith of the fascist in the restoration
of the "good old times".

The attempts of the various communist groups to build up illegal
movements in the old party style show that they thoroughly share
the illusions of the socialist movement, Nothing has changed &8
regards the idea held by these groups &s to the role of the party.
Woat was once legal shall now continue to fumction illegally in
the same form. heycompletely fzail to ses that the old party
movement was just an expression of formal democracy, and oould
exiest nowhere else. The party is bound up with democracy, the one
is not possible without the other. Anyone #n0 fancies that strong
party organizations capable of playing a decisivs role in history
can be built up anew, such & person must nocessarily, howsver much
he may protest, believe in the possibility of a new democratic era,
and, like the fa.soists and socialists, is merely intoxicating him-
self with traditioms.

Nothing is more naive than the various assertione of the different
political groups in Germany to the effect that they have so and 80
many thousands of illegal members in their ranks. These oompute~
tions can only be made aiid peddled about in foreign countries,.
They are incapable of proof, and spring only fyom the competitive
needs of the various parties in the countries which have not yet
gone fascist, Those computations are éubious for the very reason
that there is absolutely no way of making them; no controlled, il-
legal labor movement embraced on party principles exiets in
Germany.

It is true that the Communist Party succeedsd, during the first
few months of the dictatorship, in leading portions of its non-
renegads membership to engage in pigmy demonstrations, in col-
leocting dues from the membership, in prompting them to the dis-
tribution of leaflets, etc. But this activity was possible only
because the fascist terror was still lacking in system, and we
find that the commmist activity le% up in the same measure in
which the fascist “Tcheka" sprea¢ its nets. This"revolutionary"
8pirit of the C.P, - & spirit which wes asleep at the proper
moment, because it did not want that moment to coms - collapsed
from its own sensel.essness. Thousands of fenaticized party han-
gers-on drifted into the concentration camps for distributing
leaflets containing nothing more than the phrase, "Hands off the
Soviet Union", The fluctuations in membership was peouliar to
the C.P, The S.P. was composed of old fellows, incapable of ohanging,

was largely compoesd of younger elesments whioh

only uniforms to change. These deserters mades it
agier for fa30ism 0 wipe out the illegal activity of ths

eha ghoctes i coaceivebla tims, The gladiator politics of the

‘ 1;not even bthe courage of cesnair, but served merely to justify

pines igt "theels sorasruotore”, who of ocourse had asserted that
nmu‘l’ Hitler coula 220y be cf brief duration. The real rala-
L e siotad this oriminel polioy designed to conoeal

Hwer contradq.
: ° o faote, snd wader the ax of the fascict exsocutioneers,the

at—-dyed party fanatioiem went to pieces.
-~

ouoe were reorganized undergroung, the fasoist
?;ﬂiﬁ ;ﬁihljpf} justed itgelf o under rogndfgW9uit- E;Y
T da.? ococured, and e5ill ocous, the arrest oi © .decla.lnﬁh ]
ression of meeting places, the seizure of oontact men. at is
; up today is tomorrow alreadv destroyed, Slowly but with deadly
inty, the vary bsginriags of the illegal nevament are blotted out.
was th;ae circums tancee w'ais‘.:i_f:«.is:t c,ai.ezrly ﬁev;atg: sggkg.i:p %élgy
ional Asolcgy ie 8tiil rooted even iL € .
s et P.e servise of the authorities for ths

1 elves willingly af% =©h 1
them:f extermin&t%ng T gurnism®. A esate of general distruet soread

ne movemsnt. One who Still eat in the "pariy® councila t38av,
& btand revealed as s Nazi tomorrow, The ideologiomd swey =3 ~.
3 over the great messes brought invo the lebor mcvement a atatn

stavn’

b S
Pk 55 o

sing resignation and » feeling for the necessity o Joik

of policy, Anything that czcaped the cands of $ag Mas.g -
of this resignation, What iemins i€ a very Amall Cirsle A{f
d revolutionists who, in vizw of ths t ghtly
ue for the present to keep tueir own o« N
apart from a few exceptions, msans nothing AWy mOIC. ThL " TOUDE
e" include workers from the most disparatc camps oI T8 oid
r movement, The groups themselves serve for the present merely tc
the mutual understanding of those engaged in the movement; they
in from all outside activity.

shattered the old labor movement , Fasoirm neither cen ner 7ill
mit the building up of another. What is mors, ¥.%th the fucthar
ning of the orisis, the terrorism must still co.tinus %9 gro®
per. The necessity of atomizing the nmasses Lo Pl s ok 4o:.
them under the direct control of the fesoirt 3Toie anPRTATLE J03E
however, do away with the economic necessity of biingling wrer ©
T in great numbers in the enterprises, industriee, omp.cjiil b*
us, labor service camps, etc. The impossibility of fc.,rm_‘:.;_: 3tro
nizations does not abolish the class struggle itself; in whe¢ vaw
ation, it will eimply assume new forms. The absence of dominans,
manent organizations will and can only lead to the extemsioa of T
kers-council movement. The social development has reached a poiu:
h makes the oouncil movement the natural and only possible one.
%t hitherto has been propaganda arises now from the relations them
8ince the oclass struggle, viewed as the essential form cf v
torical movement, is not susceptible of being forbidden, the strug
. the workers for their existence must take the spoutanaovs qharacte.'
T the fasoist diotatorship and will be one with the orgienization.
Souncils exist only so long as they are in action; they are in ao-
On as soon as they exist. 1In order to be permanent, they have firs
Win, They are at the same time the realization of the united frc
® they are not bound together on the basis of ideologies, but are
8Xpreds ion of the material 1life needs of the combatants without r.
4 0 their ideology. They make a reality of what could hitherto b.




valid only in words; namely, that the Revolution is not a party
matter, but the affair of the class.

To avoid going off into empty speculation regarding the coming Ger-
man labor movement, it must be realized that the period of disinte-
fra.tion of existing society constitutes a new historical epoch which
ollows its own laws and not those of tho-past. The old party move..
ment which regarded itself as the decisive factor of the revolution

was in reality only a child of aspiring capitalism; a child which the

cannibalistic mother devours in the crisis. The setting in of this

new epoch is necessarily bound up with the end of democracy and hence

with the end of the previous labor movement. The past, tQ be sure,
8till weighs upon the present and leads to the building of neo-
socialist, neo-communist and other such "neo" organizations, but all
traditions must yield in the face of the changed circumstances. The
world orisis is still in its first stage, the process of disintegra-
tion has only begun. The farther this process advances, the more
must the terrorism against the workers be sharpened.
ism serves for their political educstion. In the course of develop-
ment, fescism will be compelled to des%roy its own organizations;
rature sets a limit even to the greatest joy in thralldom.
fascists cease to be fascists, Resignation kills individuals, bdut
not classes.,
al:hment will be combated in the menner in which rebellions sre .pus
wn,
to save themselves, to act as if they were conecious revoluticnists,

Every assembly of workers becomes a reservair of revolutionsry energic:,

The weaknese of the illegal organizations will not permit of &ny ¢
degree of control Oyer the masses, In committees of action and w:
kere councils they will create their own form of orgenization and
their own leadership., And it is only in these first beiinrings and
theirdqua.ntita.tive growth that the revolutionary movement can be dis-
cerned,

The tempo of this development is determined by that of the period of
disintegration, Unless there ococurs a sudden and rapid deepening of
the crisis or unless a new war fundamentally changes the whole world
picture, nothing much of a surprisirg nature in reference to the
labor mpvement will happen in Germany in the nsexz future., Of a res-
toration cf the labor movement upoa ths baeis of the old, nothing of
the eomi need be looked fcér. €£o thet, so far as concerns tha parly
movemedc, one will bave tc deny its very existenca. It is impcesible
to conceZve of any way in which it oould.esetv itself up a® a gu1T3
special group, since the movement is identical with the working clacs
iveelt, 2nd nevertheless, still more surprisingly than did the
fasoisce, that movement will one day snatch the power into its hande.

?he October, Issue of the MODERN MONTHLY contains, betwacn
other interesting articles, a criticisia on ths Amilicon
Nourkers Farvy, by Peuwl Msttick, from the vierpoiat of the
cevacil morvement., Also & critique of Lewis Coroavie hook,
"Tke Decline of American Capitelism" Ifrcm the etanspoias
of over-accumulation,

But this terror..

Famishing
Every attempt of the workers to war:d off their impover-

Thus even the most backward workers will be compelled, ia ords.

UNITY FOR WHAT?

= ague and the Amerioan Workers' Party
unist Le Yove to Form New Party.

the™Militant" (#37) the orgenizational unity of thet
close at hand. The political bargainers are almost suz
+ their deel through to the satisfaction of all concerned,Th
ﬁhip of both groups will be very happy, and they will be

3 of & larger and more important organization. The Troteky
erd will easily forget that only yesterday the Musteites
cirs and political scoundrels, The Muste crowd will soon
hat Troteky on the same side ®ith their "American Lenin",
mer and present Priest Muste is not so bad. Together they
ight for the Americsn kind of a revolution, and celebrate
ory and bones of Amerioan Bourgeois rebels dead I50 years

.

e magter is a joke, only indicating that by this merger |
e to stop the disintegration going on in both groups. It
importance to the working class, and as a matter of fact
jorkers ignore both of "the only ones". Divorced or com-
- they have no future as their only weapons are outworn tra-
which may still confuse part of the workers, but never
influence them,

cally it may be summed up as an expression of the sound
"for bigger and better business", As long as it is not
ve that this unity will actually take place, it is not
hile to deal with it at great length. We will come back

"LIVING MARXISM"

- e e = = = o - -

'y magazine to be published beginning Jan.I,I935,"Living

n okt ’

‘ 1;lvill bé unique insofar &s it will not be restricted by

! erests, will not serve the interests of any parasitic

m'oﬁlgr De obscessed by leader fetishism. It will deal with

181 'higlg of interest to workers, and will publish only such

1 will be of value in the revolutionary struggle fo:

i.he.Ro ngl publish the never-mentioned opinions of Marx-

ook H:: uxemburg, Franz Mehring, Karl Liebnecht, Anton

o @an Gorter, and many others, "Living Marxism" has

it 8, Iievolutiona.ry worker3, and writers in almost

ftuauoié Will be able to present objective reports of

B :ln the various countries,and on international

a.nd" thso bring forward the economic works of Henryk

_ ; 'workig gll.‘:.s’soxio:he g:gea.tgst ﬂ.mportg.noe for the inter-
ement, w v =

8884 by the fogfipia) labor :’"au;gE.m eyt

1 Be published b i
! y the United Workeme! Party of America in
ra.ti:n With the Groups of Internatdonal Communists in Hol-
Bul a.rmk' and the Council Movement:i in Germany,England,
Bt ,gffia-.Checho-Slovakia. and Hungary.We can expect no belp 1
oTipt g icial labor movement", so we 1k for your support anc
~ Fvion.Write to United Workers 'Party s Chicago, Ill..
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~-THE STRIKE WAVE. -

The nresent strike wave is characterized by defeats and betrayale.
The workers suffer defeats because of their insufficient and ..
treacherous organizations on the one hand, and beocause the capital-
ist class and its state cannot permit a victory to the workers on
the other. Capitalism in the period of general crisis, must combat
to its fullest extent any attempt by the workers to improve their
conditions. Viotory for the workers would mean endangering the posi-
tion of capital ism. Every strike is practically 1lost in advance .

But this does not exclude the necess ity of workers fighting every on.
slaught on their living standard. We must take part in every oOne of
these struggles, and encourage the worker to fight, because the pre-
sent strike wave in spite of its shortcomings is more important than
the whole of the "official political movement" at this time.The fact
that these strikes are destined for dsfeat or betrayal does not miti-
gate the revolutionary value of the struggle. We may point out that
on the bas:is of the present labor movement no victory is possible,
but we have 40 figh% in all these labor st le as_they are, and
not as we miznt want them, We must strive to hinder the labor fakirs
from using thaece strikes to their own advantage, and this is bust
done by the most activity on the actual strike front.

The fight for existence is the fight of today; and the struggle for
a new society can only grow out of these daily struggles. As these
day to day struggles increase, and as the worker gains experienoce
from the defeats, the fight changes its quality and becomes revolu-
tionary leading to the overthrow of the present system. A communist
may criticize and condemn the character of the strikes and the or-
ganizations involved, but he must take part in the strikes and fight,
for this is the/shortest road to revolution in the declining period
of capitel ism.

ANNOUNCEMENT: -- Do not fail to get the next issue of Council Corres-—
pondence (#2). It will be entirely devoted to the translation of the
"Thesis on Bolsheviem", consisting of ten separate articles on this
subject, prepared jointly by the Group of International Communists

of Holland. It is an exceptional and comprehensive history and analy-
sig of Bolshevism. There will be only a 1limited amount of copies
available, 80 order yours now!

We recommend the next pamphlet to be published by: Polemic Publishers
673 Broadway, New York City, - "THE INEVITABILITY OF COMMUNISM", -25¢
A critique of Sidney Hook's "Interpretatieon of Marx" by Paul Mattick:
It is written from the view-point of the United Workers' Party of
Arerica, and deals with almost every aspeot of revolutionary Marxisz.
Suould be in the hands of every Marxist.

To be published soon by United Workers' Party: — "WHAT NEXT FOR THE
AMERICAN WORKER?" - - A pamphlet dealing in a simple manner with
the needs and future of the American labor movement.
We still have some copies of:
"World-Wide Fascism or World Revolution" - IO¢
"Bolsheviem or Communism" - 5¢-
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