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This issue was produced by the
Scolland collective of the
madgazine

The nest issue will be arranged,
edited & articles commissioned
by the West Yorkshire collective.
Leflers. reports or features should
be sent to their Leeds address,

All enquiries about Subscriptions,
Exchanges, Back-lssues. copies for
stalls. offers of distribution. pay-
menl (settling of sales etc.. send o
our new Glasgow address.

While the subject/citizen dimens-
ion explores an element of State-
hood & nationalism. the appeal to
readers to submit articles or letters
has not evoked a response.
However. we doggedly persist,
whether it deals with third world,
eastern europe or even ‘celtic’
jssues, & request uvour views!
We also commend the example of
the West Yorks Discussion Group
& encourage the creation of infor-
mal circles anywhere. Go ahead,do
it it vourself & we'll supply any
contacts that may be interested.
Printed by Clydeside Press.

CORRESPONDENCE

Recalling your article in H & N 3, on the
new groups in the leftist marketplace, |
have information on a new political
grouping.

In the San Fransisco/Bay area a variety of
opportunistic front  organisations using
titles such as Green Future, Green Party &
Bernal Greens have been exposed as fronts
of the Humanist Party. In leeland, and
spreading into paris of Europe this same
grouping is more commanly known as the
Humanist Party, and has adaopted an
apparently decentralist/non-viclent quasi-
libertarian left guise,

This party is run from top down by a
wealthy Argentinian guru called Mario
Cobos, known in his international ‘Move-
ment' as Silo. The Party has been de-
nounced by bodies as diverse as the
American  Humanist  Association  and
Information Metwork on War & Fascism.
The latter have revealed some concealed
links with the Unification Church of the
Reyv. Moon [‘Moonies’] in San Fransisco,
although this is far from substantiated.
The Humanis! Party originated in Argen-
tina during the intense repression of the
“Junta’ and has linked to an organisation
representing Industrialists.

Their recruitment methods are as author-
itarian as Parlies on the extreme wings of
Fascism or Marxism-Leninism. Interested
individuals are invited to afterncon meet-

HERE
sNOW

The current issue comeins:

An Invitation to rip, burn or defenesirate ‘Here and Now’

Here and Now was launched in Glasgow in 1984 w universal acclaim. Billed as 2
magazine of radial tyres it punciured the inflated claims of a moribund revolutionary
movement,

“The unending tolerance af the anarchist group produces an yneasy excrescence
of ereting, sinnercalisis, animal libertines, buddhist pornographers, Irish
publicans, windy builders, knife-artisis, child abusers, pussycais and ice cream
salesimen ., "

Here and Now wants to turn your head around, We wish to re-armange the dwindling stock
of words which accurately describe the awful state of things, in pleasing symmetrical pattemns,
We consciously avoid the escteric cut pouring of sterile academicism, forever caught between
analysis and critique, detournement and dec onstruction, post-modernism and postman's
knock, We consciously aveid the stenle outpourings of academic eroticism as an end in
itself. We despise big words. We're the fuckin® working class. This is England,

The so-called theorists of so-called change write their so-called analyses of every so-called
struggle in the so-called world and think their so-called readers give a so-called shit about
the_:{e.iowcailed crap. Only Here and Now has the gen stull, We take this as self-
evident,

That the forces of opposition 10 the present system have manifestly bottied out doesn't
surprise us, Nothing surprises us. We need a different kind of analysis from the plethora of
contemporary theoretical novelties, Plus ca change. Readers of Here and Now need
suspect nothing, We're not in it for the money and we haven't got a party. We have never
met Caolonel Gaddafi nor anyone associated with him.  Some of us have been
positively vetted,

The ma_guim % an arefact from a world that doesn't exist. It's a world where the
Revolutionary Communist Group could never even have been imagined. Hs a world where
these who labeur in the garden of ideas use only organic methods.

We abhor the luds of the
socialism, cepitatism, fascism, racism, the intenal P
and religion. We must be humble and warm and have lots of common sense, We will live in
terraced houses with honest working folk and dig cobbles from the roadways. Adfter the
revolution we shall put the cobblesiones back, tenderly, one by one.

y leftl. We seek only 1o obliterate
{on enging, liberali

We welcome all contributions. We do not despise large cheques, Rich people may deliver
up their wealth to us without fear of persenal abuse or physical injury.

All monies to- HERE & NOW, HERE & NOW,
c/o Transmission Gallery, P.0O. Box 109,
28 King 51., Leeds,
Glasgow G1 50QF LS55 3A

ings in which they are eventually allowed
to collectively engage in, after a personal
inlense briefing session using psycho-
lagical technigues. The target for recruit-
ment in Europe is impressionable teen-
agers. who are unused o coherent political
philosophies and want to become part of a
cause lo save humanity. The goal is to
recruit members lo ‘The Movement', 10
recruits ensures an individual can climb in
the higrarchy, and oppertunistic means
such as engaging in community, green,
and supporl for Chinese students have all
heen regularly used. When their policies
are revealed, they stand for nuclear
fusion as an alternative energy source and
anthropocentrism and large scale harvest-
ing of forests.

Hopefully the appeal of such a group, with
bases in London and elsewhere will be as
minimal as their politics, but many young-
sters will be ‘burned out’ by their absorp-
tion in such a bogus *secular’ sect.

Ed Grey, Oakland

Glasgow Anarchist Group reparts action by
‘Humanist Party’ members al a pro-
Chinese rally they had innocently attended
with a literature stall. Members acted to
exclude anarchist, troiskyite (RGP), and
bordigist (CWQ)  literature  prometion
within the rally area, The few speakers, in
between banal rock bands. gave stylised
appeals based on the emotion of the
student staughter in Tiananmen Sguare,
which included mock outrage and soft
appeals. The minimal politics, a hotch-
potch, is based on the premiss that youth
appeal to youth and that ‘Live Aid’ lives
on!

ALL THE FUN OF THE FAIR

The 4th North American Anarchis! Gather-
ing took place in San Fransisce and attract-
ed over 2,000 anarchists, punks, counter-
culturists and a handful of libertarian
marxists (welcome) and trotskyites
(unwelcome)

Each day approximately 24 workshops
took place, some of them with over 150
crammed into a schoolroom. The dominant
impression, coming from Europe was thai
the serious and well presented publications
(see ‘Listings’) were produced by an older
(25-40) age group with an overriding
concern  with how technology shapes
social relations. Many of the younger
elements who attended the workshops
were obsessed with form, how the meeting
was conducted, and with the ‘Process’ of
calling speakers, the number of women
present, the tone of exchanges etc.,
even though few anarchists betrayed an
intolerant, dogmatic attitude.

The gathering included hundreds of youth
who merely hung about, beating drums
and indulging in ‘weird' activity. Press
reportage was restricted lo this aspect,
the invasion of the Financial District by 100
Mudpeople and the fiasco of a Day of
Action in Berkeley where the palice
prevented most ‘actions’ apart from the
trashing of a Coca Cola Lorry. The scope
for Anarcho-leftism, given the unpopular-
ity of trotskylsm and stalinism, is demon-
strated by the dissolution of the Revol-
utionary Socialist League into the anarcho-
scene and their role in creating a Contin-
ental Anarchist paper out of the ashes of
“The Torch’.

Jim McFarlane



REPORTS

“I'he Tigers of Wrath»

After a brave foray into leafieting a

against the "Satanic Verses”

Probably against reason, two members
of the West Yorkshire Discussion
Group decided to leaflet the demon-
stration against ‘The Saianic Verses'
which was held in Leeds last March,
The feaflet was printed up at short
notice by another member, and the
Legalise Blasphemy Campaign
founded for the purposes of the inter-
vention. It was important to imply that
we were standing against aff religions
which scek to circumscribe the free-
dom of others. Brevity was considered
more important than detailed polemic,

LA BT

The demonstration,
up of Britons from th

overwhelmingly made
¢ Indian sub-continent,
marched from Chapeltown to Leeds Civie
Hall.Slogans included: “Freedom ai Speech -
¥es! Freedom of lnsult - Not" Tran - You

wre ot alone!”. 'Come out Rushelie - You
Muouse and “Down with Wesiern Atlretsm .
Pictures of Khomeini were held and chants
inwhat 1 assume was Punjabi, and shouts of
Death 1o Rushdie' and ‘Rushdie. is the
Devil'. The Yorkshire Evening Post estim-
ated 2,000 people. Before we actually began
leatletting it transpired that two people were
beaten up by about 30 of the crowd for
shouting 'Frecdom of Speech’ at the demo
(if we'd known this, 1 don't think we would
have begun),

Demonstrators quickly engaged us in con-
versations when leafletting began, with one
of us doing the majarity of the talking. Quite
soon a sizeable crowd formed around us as

the case against restricting The Suranic
Verses™ to unbelievers like ourselves was
put. There were o number of reactions. On
the one hand there were some measured
arguments delivered by some 30-40 vear
ulds to the effeet that the insult to Muslims
contained in the book was so grave that
Benning it should take place ‘fust as Spy-
cutcher was banned . These people seemed
quite happy to argue with us, although 1
think they doubted our motives. There wore
some older Muslims who simply said ‘He
s fnsulied oue religion. You have insulted
o refigion”. who were not open o argu-
ment.  As the crowd grew some vounger
auys ook up the argument in more strident
o :
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and aggressive tones. A few of them were
dressed in traditional robes. They asked us
whether we thought Mein Kampf should be
available for people to read. When we
pointed out that it was available for people to
read, they aceused us of condoning the holo-
caust and serewed up some of our leaflets.
There was both aggression and a willingness
o argue, and stewards from the demon-
stration shepherded people away if the
argument looked like becoming too heated.
We didn’t hang around, and after handing
out a few leaflets to passers-by (some of
whom affected to be frightened of receiving
them) we feft,

EURO-CENTRISM

On reflection it was probably a good job
there were only two of us, although this
made us vulnerable. Numbers would not
have made our argu@ﬂ any stronger, and

.

Leeds March, John Barrett examines the Muslim mobilisation
and the liberal Rationality enshrined in Western notions of 'freedom’.

our intention was to present an example of
reasoned opposition, not intimidation. We
didn’t persuade anvane, and 1don't think we
expeeted to. we were hoping to sow a seed of
doubt in someone.

The “Rushdie Affair” throws out challenges
te the radical movement which have been:
barcly acknowledged. Billed as a struggle
between radical scepticism and superstitious
obscurantism, very real awkwardnesses
have been stifled by such a simplification.

The first awkward reality is how the trend for
4 "non-judgemental approach’ towards other
cultures  (fostered by the very radical
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scepticisim now challenged by the Islamic
Establishment) has laid the basis for the
contlict. The retreat from ideas, principles
and cthies, and their replacement by a
‘plurality of cultures’ has been caused by a
profound self-consciousness on behalf” of
radicals about the ‘Euro-centric’ and
‘culturally specific’ basis of their ideals of
frecdom, cquality and solidarity. Indeed
this self-consciousness has been reflected in
the' British State as a whole where (he
strategy  towards cultures from  abroad
scttling in Britain has been marked by a
confusion as to whether assimilation and
integration or cultural preservation should
be the guiding principle. Broadly the Right
and national government have favoured the
first, the Left and local government, the
second, It should not therefore be so
surprising that the Muskim community
should take the Left at its word and seek to
enforce the dictates of Islamic law wherever
there are Muslims,




In Eret. written Muslim justifi s for the
banning ol Fhe Saranie Verses” refleet the
rhictoric of the assault upon Western En-
Hofirenneay s Mohammed  Arkoun, Pro-
lossur ol Islamic Thought at The Sorbonne
writes in nddex on Consorship

e reaction that begins by invoking the
sites ol Voltuire and Renssean then goes
et fente vights. the trecdom of the artist
emd thae wrieer eres refers o known hemes
aadd to conguests ol Ve spivit which are
adeed preciuns o all of ws. Nonetheless,
vertt ot 1 expect wll otler calinres to follow
e prafectony teaced for the fast owo cemtio-
ses by Franee and Ewrope. Lo hold fosi (o

Hies discowrse alone wonld be o dend of

otfter enftires thae they encfose themselves
ar u specifiealfy Western tradition of histor-
seal, mreftectnal wad artistie developmeni.
Tires o towen wonld be o repetition of the
codonind disconrse, whicl egitimated’ the
demination of orlier peaple apd enftires by
FiE n;wr:mu it unhg. sties civilisation olabor
e (i Lanrnpe

Hoere the same liwerary technigues as were
caposcd by Frank Dexter in the last issue of
HERE AND NOW arce used 10 make a
comples relation o simple  equation
Enfightemment = Colonialism. What began
s an attempt o undermine the arrogant
prosumption ol certaing Western thinkers
who cxtrapolated the particular of Lumpo
ante the universal of the World, now finds it-
sell being roped o defend the per-
secntions vl authestarian pricsts.  The fact
that Enlightenment” and ‘the West' are
weither philosaphical nor political  unitics
s eomveniently lorgotten by the slippery
Pristessor,

The erisis of confidence in the ideals of social
hope does not only allow sophisticated logic-
choppers like the ‘professor to get his foot in
the door. but far mere seriously has gener-
ated @ kind of cynical conservatism which
has encouraged  authoritarians from  the
strects of Leeds and  Bradford to the
muosques of Iran. The extent to which this
conscrvatism has advanced can be seen in
the approach of the British media to count-
rics such as lean (and which also. until
recently, characterised much of the coverage
of China).

In an article in the same ldex on Censorsiip
(5/89) Farzanch Asari, an lranian exile,
outlined the conventional wisdom of the
British media that Iran can only sustain
cither u Shah-tvpe dimershlp or & Khom-
cini tvpe theocracy.  Such ‘wisdom' con-
demns to nothing the aspirations of ordinary
people in Iran for political freedom and
social improvement which briefly came to
the fore in the days of the Iranian Revolution
before Khomeini took it over. The attitude
is cxposed by Asari in an article by Simon
Jenkinsin The Sunday Times (19/2):

| The alterinative to the Shal| was never u
bentan democracy. It was either a fierce
mifitary dictweorship or u primitive theo-
craey,  Like most of the developing world,

Tran was searcling ot for the best form of

govermient but for the feast bud. It gat the
WS No longer cun we dismiss all
‘strong leadership’ governmenis as fuseist
aindd evil mevely becuuse they sometimes use
anthoritarian methods to paintain un-’ﬂ and
prosperity, Such a ntoral cosiness (s simply
vut of date. a relic of “Europe’s I9th centioy
Itheral imperialists .

REPORIT

Onee again the necessary contlation (liberal
imperialism) is used to support a despairing
argument.  Anyonc using such a phrase
¢learly docsn’t know anything about liberal-
ism or impervialism. neither of which have
much to do with the internally generated
{and internally suppressed) aspirations of
peaple in the “developing world” for the "best
form of government’. Asari comments:

Wit is sipafficans in Senkins' attitide s
the permanent condempation of the vast
mafority of fumanioe oo set of sab-lunan
standurds, according o which they  may
swing or haug beoween the Avatollal and
the Shal. Gone is the universal declaration
ai frwmmeen cights, oot oas an o inuedicte
praciical propesition,  whiclh @ hus never
been, bt as vn sdeal - withouwt which fufl-
Blooded apartherd on o world-scale 1s the
ondy dngical proposition; o proposiion witl
witich Khomeini coald not agree more

FUNDAMENTAL SUFFERING

The real sufferers from Islamic fundamental-
ism haye been neither Salman Rushdie, nor
Eorope, nor America. nor the Soviet Union;
it has been the lranian people in particular
and the masses of Muslim  countries in
piencral, Since the end of July 1988 over a
thousand people have been executed in Iran,
labour camps are now being sct up to
“relabifitare” over o million drug addicts
(Independent 20/6),  whercas the  wider
Muslim world holds the 1988 record for
political cxecutions, I we incude the
carnage of the Iran/lrag war which left 1.8
million dead, it is fair to conclude that
suspension of judgement for the sake of
cultural diversity contradicts the radical
ST in whose name this suspension is
[1|.I||JIII1¢(‘|

Unlike Christianity, lslam from its inception
has been attached o a state (The Prophet
Mohammed was the ruler of the city state of
Mudina) and this might explain the difficulty
Istam is  experiencing when it becomes
separate from the State. Which is not to say
thag there are not Muslims who are attempi-
ing o speed the process towards toleration,
such as the Nigerian, Wole Soyinka, who
s called on the UN, to declare the 1990°s
A Pecade jor Seculor Options’ and has
condemued tundamentalism in the following
terms:

‘Whar response....Can we aoffer when....
horrifving events are sanctioned and pro-
nioted by a corporate existence which we eall
a state. when mass executions are routine,

Jor no other cause than the courage of the

vietims which nerve them to resist state
demands that they renownce their faith? A
state where wonen are publicly lushed and
even stoned to death jfor their refusal to
submit to the jealously guarded dictatorship
of male priesthood in matters of dressing or
appearance? Where criminals, dissidents,
widherents of dissenting faiths and economic
sabotewrs  are  homped together under
convenient titles as ‘agents of Satan on
earth', ‘enemies of the Living Faith' and
otlrer versions of religious rhetoric which
then become their own authority for their
cousequent imprisonment. torture and de-
Jupnanisation . (Index on Censorship 5/89),

But even acknowledging the presence (and
past existence especially in the 9th century)

ofa qucsliomng Islamist faith does not expel
the fear of the triumph of a totalitarian
version of the religion in this country. Other
factors militate towards it.

One of those factors is the continuing de-
composition of the idea of a 'Bluek” identity
embracing Africans, Afro-Caribbeans and
Asians from the Indian sub-continent. The
polarity of black/white has not served
Asians, and in particular Muslim Asians,
well, An cxample of this can be seen in the
Labour Party Black :tions  movement
insistence of o ratio of MLP.'s of 50:50 Asian
and Atro-Caribbean despite the population
ratio of 2.5 to l......The ferment against
“Thiv Suitisiic Vorsos: rE.'pl'L’SE]’IE.‘i an assertion
of Muslim identity separate from a “Black’
one {as well as being separate from the host
‘Wiite' one).  The consolidation of the
Imams power in Bradford has also been
aided by the furore which scems to have
silenced the Pakistani Left as feelings of
entrenchment and isolation (some inspired
by ial attacks, some msplrcd by bizarre
notions of a Western conspiracy against
Islam} serve to strengthen the traditional
power structures. A side-effect of this affair
should be the final burial of the notion that
cthnic minorities are somchow a natural
repository of radical and libertarian ideas.
MNor has the parasitic relationship of the
Labour Party with 'its” ethnic minorities
escaped exposure as the absence of radical
socialist voices from the Muslim commun-
ities (with the exception of fiterati like Tarig
Ali, vr Rushdie himsell) reveals Labour's
failure to impart even the most basic of
socialist principles, such as freedom of
cxpression, toits once-captive constituency.

The self-assertion of Islam in Britain appecrs
against a background of Muslim invisibility,
cither in the category of black, or as a
passive constituency of Labour voting small
shopkeepers.  But there is also another
awkwardness which has  aided the re-
surgence of this religion in its fundamental-
ist forms (and which is reflected less
dramatically in other religions). This
awkwardness emerges from the perceived
spiritual wasteland of the ' Wesr'.

Nobody looked very rich on the demon-
stration.  Amidst the photos of Khomeini
and the veiled-up women's section could be
detected a defiance that went beyond the
demand for the extension of the blasphemy
laws. It was a ceremony a living faith
directed against a cadaverous seculatity
which threatened to take even this away
from them. Writing in the Guardian (27/2)

Shabbir Akhtar said:
‘Many writers  aften condescendingly
fmply that Muslims  should become  as

tolerant as modern Christians,  After all,
the Christians faith has not been under-

nined,  But the wruth is, of course, too
abviously the other way,  The contimual
blusphemies  against the Christion  foith

hrave towlly undermined it. Any fatth which
compromises (s internal temper of nilitant
wrath is destined for the dusthin of history,
Jgor it cun no longer preserve its fuithful
heritage in the face of the corrosive in-
Suences '

Quoted in "Labour & Trade Union Review'
(seenote 1) -



SPIRITUAL WASTELAND

The true comparison for the Rushdie affair,
and which has been expediently forgotten
amidst the cant aboul Spycatcher, is the
controversy over the film “The Last Tempt-
ation of Chrisi”. There, despite the efforts
of some priests and demonstrations outside
cinemas the spirit of secularity completely
defeated the Christian lobby. [t is preciscly
this weakness which the Muslims do not
wiant to repeat.

To Islam Christianity and secularity are
indistinguishable. Picking up (again) from
‘post modern” theorists on the exhaustion of
the “Western profect” Islamists put their
religion forward as part of the solution 1o the
disenchanted Enlightenment:

it et T helieve the teaching of the history
af religions has porticalarly sufjered from
dugmatic secwlurism.  The gencrul culture
ol Ewrope remains impregnated by the
philosophy of the Enfightenment, which has
admittedi permitted real progress |notably
in fts affimation of heman  rights],  but
within o cultural framework  that  today
secms tome o be outmoded..... The West's
perception of human rights, grownded in
positivist und historicist rationalism, only
rebnforees its misunderstanding with Islam.
which las thought out the isswe of human

rights in the grander context of the Rights of

Godl. by which | mean the space open 1o the
Absolute of God, as defined in the metuphor
ol the olfve tree

Mohammed Arkoun (1 of C. 5/89),

Such a statement represents both a caricat-
ure of the "West' and if it had been more
carctully targetted, a fair criticism of certain
tendencies in the modern world (and that
includes Islamic States). For the hegemony
of technological forces  and  functional
thinking  has brought about, as G.K.
Chesterton remarked, the kind of madness
where one loses  everything but .one's
reason. At this level Islam represents a real
challenge to the bland, smuog and com-
placent optimism of a rationalist-utilitatian
cstablishment which considers that the
world has somehow outgrown its capacity
lor radi :vil. The notion that all the world
needs is a further extension of technological
expertise and market relations, which seems
to be a common ideology of ruling classes
East and West (with only the partial ex-
ception of lran) clearly is beginning o grate
on significant proportions of the world’s
population. And in as far as the frrational’
deanfre nee for something is sneered at
by all the sccular ideologies, some under-
standing can be gained of the very public
manifestations of faith which the 'British
Muslims are exhibiting. And it is certainly
that rejection of the limits of reason which
s made Khomeini a surrogate (and now
from beyond the grave) leader. In a lecture
Veils of Darkpess, Verls of Light” Khomeini
writes:

e has been said that ‘Knowledge is the
thickest of all veils', for pursutt of knowledge
couses man to be preoceupied with rarional
wnd general concepts and hinders im_from
carhurking on the path.  The more know-
Tedge incveases. the thicker the veil be-
conies, and the scholar may come 1o imagine
that the knowledee e has achieved ration-
ally represeats evervthing,  For man (s
arrogent us fong us his skin contains hin,
aned any branch of learning he has studied
aned musieved ke regards as the sum toal of
perfection .

EVERY RELIGION IS A BIASPHLMY TO
OTHER RELIGIONS 3 ALL RELIGICNS
| ARE OFFENSIVE TO ATHEISTS -

As UNEELIEVERS | WE ACCERT YEUR
RIGHT TO INSULT OUR UMBELTEF
£ To SAY WHAT vou Witk

-BUT WE Do NOT ACCEPT THE
TIGHT OF ANY GOVERNMENT
om AWy RELIGION 7o TELLUS
WHAT WE MAY OR MAY NOT

READ

IF A BoocK OFFENDS You — THERN
e moT READ VT, wWHAT HAVE
THE FAITHFUL TG FEAR FRom™M
—wE FREEDOM OF OTHERS ?

LEGALISE
BLASPHE
CAMPAIGN

MY

s 1o those who cannot
capitalism’s cult of the

Khomeini also appes
accept  modern
commudire:

The criterion is attachment, the ties that
Bind mun o things., These tfes may make
man un enemy of God when he sees them
being severed at the end of his life. so

thar e then leaves the world in o state of

ety towards God. So, cuwrtail your
attachments:  we will leave this world
whether or not we are bound in affection
1o sumething

As long as the ‘West ' is associated with the
culture of indulgence and immediacy, of
the absence of the idea of the sacred, of the
reduction of human experience to its
functional necessities writ large, then Islam,
and all the other authoritarian religions have
an opening.

HORSES OF INSTRUCTION

However. perhaps the time has come to stop
talking about the ‘Wesr at all. The idea that
all the phenomena of Europe, America and
Australia can be wrapped up in one category
seems absurd. For as long as rationalisi-
. utilitarianism has held sway it has had its

indigenous opposition. It is as much a
mistake to identify the 'Wes: "as a consistent
body of ideas as it is to identify the people of
Iran with Islamic fundamentalism.  For
a start  the  prohiferation of non-State
religions indicate that the idea of sacred and
the idea of authority can be separated.

The critigue of the domesticating and
pacifying nature of a rationalism that insists
on reducing everything to the banality of the
manipulable is as much internal, as external
to the ‘West'. As lan Sampson identified in
HERE & NOW 7/8 the refusal of radical
reasoncrs to recognise the real need for the
idea of a spiritual homecoming has let all
kinds of messianic tendencies out of the box,
sometimes with terrible results.  William
Blake warned some time ago that "The
tigers of wrath are wiser than the horses of
instruetion ", and the horses are continually
being surprised by the skin-deep nature of
reason amongst people despite 'edwcation .
However, it is equally a mistake to succumb
to the temptations of religion which have
prepared for the faithful an understanding of
the world no less limited and disenchanting
than that of scientific management. Secular-
ity and toleration are achievements which
onece a socicty strays from tend to lead to
tyranny and witch-hunting, In the ‘pest-
maodern’ world the pre-modern is a perpetual
attraction, but to succumb is only to prolong
the agony of the return of doubt and free-
dom. The attempt to re-establish a mythical
human community in Kampuchea (sec
HERE & NOW NO.[] was a secular version

same impulse. Any idea of the Universal for
human beings will have to include the
apparent opposites of enchantment and
toleration, spiritually and materialism, awe
in the sacred and scientific understanding of
the real.  And. perhaps already glimpses of
a possible reconciliation can be seen in the
developments of modern science - an
investigation which perhaps this magazine
could encourage. The twin dangers of
dogmatism and relativism  have been
exposed by the Rushdie affair - we cannot
swing between these two positions forever.

Joln Barretl

Notes,

1) Labour & Trade Union Review is the
journal of The Ernest Bevin Society. which
seems to have developed from the heretical
British and Irish Communist Organisation.
Some of the ideas of this article have come
from this journal available from 114 Lordship
Road, London, N16 0QP. For an anti-
Rushdie, pro-visionary stance see "Rush-
die’s fisult’ by John Michell, 11 Powis
Gardens, London, W11,

SELF-DETERMINATION AND POWER * # % % ¥ & # % % % % %

A major gathering of writers, activists and anti-authoritarian indiv-
iduals will be held in Govan, Glasgow between the 10th & 12th of

January 1990,

One of the organisers, Jim Kelman says that the event has sub-head-
ings, "a life task, a political task" and "tradition & existence”. The
philosopher and political activist Noam Chomsky has agreed to come
and lead the opening forum. Other literary figures from home & over-
seas & radical /community activists have been invited.

If you would like to attend, or lead a discussion or simply want more
details, write to the Free University, c-o Transmission Gallery, 28 King
St.,Glasgow Gl 5QP. There will be social events in the evening.
p-s. This has absolutely nothing to do with the European City of Cult-

ure shite !
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Great claims have been made for the novelty of
the ‘New Times' relic now being clutched by
the Communist Party of Great Britain. The
self-described ‘realistic Left' arc continually
genuflecting to ‘post-Fordism’, apparently a
concept with a pleasing loose fit and none of
that unpleasant tightness experienced when
wearing the older Stalinist weave.

Post-Fordism gives the appearance of being
a political concept which allows a grasp.to be
regained on the nature of modern societies.
Most importantly for its acolytes, it seems 10
allow Leninism to be rejected without repudi-
ation of past errors. Leninism is viewed as the
natural form of socialist theught and action in
the period of the mass worker. but one which is
now outmoded as mass culture gives way to
market-driven lifestyle fragmentation.

Whereas medieval relics had to be manufac-
tured with the appearance of something
ancient, the ‘New Times' weave has to appear
radically new. And examination of some of its
threads shows that they are not as new as they
are represented. For example, Stuart Hall's
*Brave New World' turns to Berman, Lyotard
and Baudrillard to ring the changes, and in
daing so. he shifis Baudrillard's eritique of the
pretensions of productivist Marxism, The
Mirror of Production, 1o 1979, safely into the
New Times era, Unfortunately, the book was
published in 1973 in France and in 1975 in the
USA. So if Leninism became obsolete through
no fault of its own, when did this occur?

And when we find Centrepoint taken as a
symbol for the new age, as occurs at the very
beginning of Robin Murray's article "Life Afrer
(Henry) Ford', we are entitled to ask whether
this is the Sisties or the Eighties? For the
notable feature of office blocks built in the late
Sixties is their incompatibility with business
requirements of the Eighties: they do not
permit the false floors and ceilings needed for a
wired office.

Overlaid on this apparent grounding in new
conditions of production, distribution  and
consumption is u  colour-supplement  cele-
bration of novelty for its own sake: smar
cards, home banking, lifestyle analysis, it’s all
there, blending in with the now obligatory
celebration of *“New Social Movements™.

‘Robots and computers are familiar paris of

Shroud a fake -Official !

New Times as the Euro-Communists update the 'British Road to Stalinism'
Alex Richards is amazed at the lack of substance behind the rhetoric,

our workplaces, just ax satellite television will
become familiar in our living rooms." Just as
... Perhaps this is a recognition that work and
leisure are interlocking pris of the reproduction
of capital? But no, the ‘just as’ is another
celebration of modernity; fater we find that the
problem with satellite tv is that it will trans-
form “one of the most important acts of mass
consumption, which is vital te the quality of
information in a modern democracy’. The
democracy of simulation of debate, the simu-
lation of decision.

It might have been expected that Marxism
Today's celebration of Live Aid as the begin-
ning of the end for ‘Thatcherism’ would now
be passed over in silence. But their ideologues
have the strength of their convictions, for here
it 15 again. Not a word about the merchandising
of such events, ubout the career moves. aboul
the politics of gesture, aboul speciator passiv-
ity. Mo, events from Live Afd to Red-Nose Day
are manifestations of a ‘progressive, humani-
rarian internationalism [which] combines many
af the elements of successful opposition ta
Thatcherism. It has  drawn  millions  into
palirics.” At which point Hans Christian
Andersen could provide a textual eritique; ‘The
Emperor's New Clothes™.

In among this pursuit of the new, some
colours fade guicker than others. The clearest
definition of the moment when the ‘New
Times' issue of Marxism Today was compiled
comes when we find Next and its former boss,
George Davies, depicted as the future—only
three months before his sacking amidst rising
losses incurred by his ventures,

Carbon-dating these threads, we find that
they are not what they appear, The colours of
the woven text are intended to disguise the
shape under the shroud—the preserved body of
Leninism. But as the chances of a politics
based on Leninism ever again exerting signifi-
cant influence recede, its adherents have to find
some compensation in the real world. ‘Pro-
gressive consumerism® will apparently fill this
role, offering the chance to cut consciences to
this season’s fashions, In consumerism—
‘highly personalised, individualised, the area
of life where people feel most expressed and
free” —the ex-politicos will declare their prefer-
ences for Benerton over Burton.

Alex Richards
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No Poll Tax rebellion

Will Poll Tax opposition in England avoid the strangiehold of Militant domination? Jim McFarlane draws
lessons from the Scottish civil disobedience & cautions against optimistic & exaggerated interpretation.

T Iy SO fUF- - omvainaee

In Here & Now 6, the resistance in Seotland
to the imposition of the Poll Tax was con-
{rasted to the Anti-Census opposition in
West Germany;  the issuc of a “populur
sovereignty ' was developing, undermining
Labour compliance with lawful protest: and
cilective opposition was polarising between
a non-payment minority and those per-
suaded to, reluctantly or not, comphy with its
imposition.

Over a year since these comments: it is
evident, that despite a sustained assault by
the Councils, e¢stablished Institutions and
media, that the Scottish Anti Poll Tax
Fedoration and the Scottish National Party
have persuaded hundreds of thousands of
Scots to refuse payment of the Tax. A
combination of disarray in Council collection
and in the case of Strathclyde. deliberate
silence on the seale of non-payment, means
that it is difficult at this stage (July 1989) to
identify how many citizens are prepared to
refuse co-operation to the extent of having
Benefit, Wage or Savings arrestments, and
potentially Warrant Sales of luxury goods
atter their poinding  under the Debrors
| Seotland) Act of 1987,

1t is likely that the scale of such resistance,
not including those who delayed payment till
the third instalment was duc, will reach the
20% estimate mentioned in early Govern-
ment statisties referring to the militant
minority composed of non-registrants and
non-payers. (1)

The architect of the Community Charge (Poll
Tax), Michacl Forsyth and the free market’
Adam Smith Institute. have based their
strategy
Labowr Councils squeezed berween a voeal
minority refusing ro pay and the ‘sient
majority!  fwcensed at the level of the
Charge” [H & N 6]. The acid test of appeal-
ing unashamedly to the pure material self-
interest will be the Regional Elections of
May 1980. By this juncture the memory of
Labour comphance will still be wivid.
especially among those who have been
pursued as debtors. the tactical subsidy of
the 1989 subsidy to Strathelvde (worth £57
per head to each Glasgow citizen) will
disappear. and Government levers on the
Rate Suppart Grant will force Councils to
either push up the level of the Poll Tax or
accelerate the privatisation o dismantling of
Countil services.

The clectoral message of the Euro Elections
in June 1989 illustrate that the Tory master-
plan has barely shored up its middle class
support in formerly high rated housing and
is still suffering seepage to the SNP and
Labour. The targetted local authorities for
the low poll tax bribery are Lothian Region
and Edinburgh District which have ‘Lefi’

images (unlike their unapologetic callabor-

ationist counterparts in Strathclyde Region
and Glasgow) and SNP swrongholds in Tay-
siche and Grampian.

The Labour Party, through the Trade Union
bloe votes, surmounted the ehallenge to be
committed 0 Non-Payment in September
1U88 ‘at the Govan conference. Since the
debache two months later when Jim Sillars of
the SNP won the Geovan Parliamentary
By-Election, riding the anti-poll tax and pro-
Home rule bandwagons, they have arrested
the tide by presenting non-payment as
gesture  politics  that weakens Counil
fingnees (2) and promoting the cause of a
Scottish Assembly based on ‘A Claim af
Right" tsce Alex Richards commentary on
this). At the Glasgow Central By-Election
the strategy worked; rising the crest of mid-
term Government unpopularity, the credibil-
ity that they could gain @ majority over the
Tories weakened the SNP casc that chasing -
voles in the south of England wouldn 't result

when the evidence of saturation postering
gave an impetus for new groups to cmerge.

The original opporturise of the Revolution-
arv Communist Party and miniscule Workers
Party of Scotland prior to Registration in
April 1988 was submerged by the policy
of ‘Mifitant ' to moke anti-poll tax epposition
the cornerstone of its stratcey to deselect
right wing collaborationist Councillors and
Moembers of Parliament in a groundswell of
anger diverted into the Labour Party. The
high powered mobilising appeal. especially
gegred to the young, was especially suecess-
[ul in housing schemes such as Pollok and
arcas of social deprivation in the east end of
Glasgow. In these areas, "Mifiiani " operates
on g totalitaeian basis and the necessity to
cibrace pluralism in the form of participat-
ing in broad based local groups, and in the
Federations has been a ‘pill” that the Revol-
utionary Socialist League (e, "Midivant ) has
had 1o swallow to enhance the credibility

‘on caploiting the discontfort o' |

e
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in the Poll Tax being abolished by voting
Labour, aided ironically by Militant’
canvassing which advoecated voting Labour
without endorsing its sabotage of anti-poll
tax resistance and its expulsions of “Militant’
cntrist Party members.

SATURATION

The ‘Duke of York' tactics of Labour and
Trade Union teken opposition to the Poll Tax
- leading the army up to the top of the hill
only to lead it back down demoralised
withouot a fight - has been outflanked in
terms of community based resistance not by
the SNP but by the Federations of Regionally
and locally organised anti-poll tax groups.
Although & comprehensive  movement
proved beyond the ambition of these groups,
the early highpoint of anger generating local
groups in Glasgow and Edinburgh (3) was
re-stimulated in the non-payment period

of the Federations. which by and large. they
dominate in terms of Executive power and
Conference policy.,

In Edinburgh and Aberdeen. and smaller
towns such as Stirling and Montrose, the
influence of ‘Militant has been less decisive
and occasionally absent. In inner city Edin-
burgh, after the failure of early registration
machinations, ‘Mifitont ' members have had
to accept joint work in politically diverse
groups.  The Community Resistance net-
work of Ebertarian socialists, together with
miniscule sects such as the Revolutionary
Deniocratic Federation & Scottish Socialist
Party, have presented an alternative way of
organising and regularly opposed ‘siftched-
up token protests in connivance with 'Lefi’
Councillors (4]. The public profile of
‘Conmunity Resistance ' also has stimulated
in London, Leeds and other English cities




scores of groups eperating on self-determin-
ing, pluralist and direct actionist principles.

In Glasgow, independent pluralist groups
are less in evidence, partly due to less
willingness on the part of Left groups
(notably the Socialist Workers Party) to
adopt a constructive approach, preferring a
defeatist analysis based on Non-Collection
through the Unions or nothing. The ex-
amples of non ‘Militant” dominated groups
range from 'Top down’ groups like Govan
led by Communist Party of Britain (i.e.
‘Morning Star”) fipures; groups such as
Pollokshields which have had constant
battles between participating in the Feder-
ation and endorsing the tokenist ‘Commitiee
af 100";  Woodlands, the most libertarian
influenced group. and my experience in
Ibrox/Cessnock of a group with assorted
leftists. operating collectively out of the
necessity of bolstering a minority in an area
tarnished with Lovalist associations.

In such an area, the example of anti-poll tax
organising is almost unigue in recent vears
(leaving aside the elctoral circuses of
canyassing ete.), and the public profile of
streetstalls, mass leafleting and Public
meetings has bolstered the resolve of
hundreds of individuals, who otherwise may
have felt too atomised to have the confidence
to withhold or refuse payment. This role for
local anti-poll tax groups, rather than the
fantasy of leading an ‘Army’ ['Militant'],
has been to act as a ‘tribune’ of resistance
countering  the  collaberationist  views
widespread in the media and to provide local
substance of activity not directed by manip-
ulative, demonic organisations (as the media
has tried to represent ‘Militan:’ and the
Scottish Federation).

The mettle of the Federations has been
demonstrated by the willingness in Aber-
deen, Stirling, Edinburgh and Glasgow to
actively resist poindings (marking of select
goods leading up to a Warrant Sale to raise
funds to otfset Debis) concerning those who
refused to register (5), and although this
has involved much less people than the
thousands mobilised for Rallies/Demon-
strations, it could prove more crucial in
halting such debt actions and in manifesting
‘popular sovereignty’ against the reluctant
Local Aurhorities.

A TRIBUNE

Thousands of people have been drawn into
resisting the poll tax, and have latched on to
ical justification for ‘ean't pay”
inability to meet the bill, or the moral
crusade of the "can pay: won 't pay " dissent-
ers yet it anly represents a tiny fraction both
of the %4 million refusing to pay, and the 3%
million happily or reluctantly paying
“Thatcher's Poll Tax". The idea of active
opposition. far less instigating organisations
of opposition, has proved obstinately un-
popular. Although much of the passive
opposition arises out of family commitments,
the drudgery of work, or of suspicion of left-
ist rhetoric & motives {including that of the
SNP) this failure w rise up i rebellion
throws up wider considerations.

26,000 people (at least) have disappeared
from the Electoral Register and the personal
strategy to evade payment will be repeated
in the English cities, especially London. The
combimation of casual or “black economy’
work, with squatting and sub let housing
accentuates this tendency of Yew [ije’

survivalism (far advanced in U.S. cities).
The instinet to avoid a public profile may
conflict with appeals to engage in long term
local agitation.
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The appeal of collective community based
opposition largely falls on deaf ears’. The
accumulated influence of Labourism, the
Welfare State ethos of the ‘grear provider’,
and the living patterns reinforced by housing
and city planning, all mitigate against
dissent becoming generalised and politic-
ised. The generally uncritical perception of
the media caricature of protest also immun-
ises the great mass against being transform-
ed through political activity. Added to this
the social psychology of being the continual
victim creates a situation where people are
paradoxically surprised and even dis-
appeinted to be told that, as an act of ciyil
disobedience, that the powers of the Author-
ities do not entail imprisonment, fining for
non-payment, benefit arrestment bevond a
paltry sum., wage arrestment that isnt
linked to ability to pay, and the seizure of
basic household items through Warrant
Sales. Part of the confusion arises through
mis-information relayed through the media
and street-talk, but it also often reveals a
reluctance to accept that resistance is a
viable alternative even when the facts
contradict the need for pessimism. What the
Authorities realise is, that a culture based
on anxiety. fatalism, pre-occupation with
personal factors, social atomisation, a diet of
trivia and spectacular events, is a culture
predisposed to change which centralises
power and institutes means of checking
movement ameng the population of Orwell-
ian design.

The tendency in anarchism, exemplified by
'Cluss War’, to attack leftists and scek notor:
iety for their cause, may be contradicted by
the need to organise on an open, plutalist
basis as the London Federation of anti-poll
1ax groups is currently demonstrating. As
the Letter published in ‘Freedom” (June
1989) indicates, rushing the platform and
assaulting speakers is hardly a responsible
appreach to win fellow activists to ideas
which in the longer process will undermine
respect for the position of Politicians and

Parties.

The outcome of the anti-poll tax protest is as
vet undetermined. The implications could
aceelerate centralisation of power, transfer
of wealth and break up the service provision
of Local Authorities, and reduce voting to
primarily accountable expenditure to keep
Poll Tax levels down. On the other hand,
Labour could rebuild its electoral appeal
through the imposition of unpopular re-
gressive policies which the Poll Tax, water
privalisation ete. represents.  Alternatively,
if Labour fails to advance significantly, the
electoral appeal of the SNP (and less so
Plaid Cymru in Wales) will regain its post-
Govan mc um and ‘independ in
Europe’ could lead to a seed-change which
could prefigure the break-up of Britain
(especially in a “huarg " Parliament).

What is least likely, to be realistic, is that a
momentum of community based opposition
will persist significantly beyond the post-
Debit recovery phase of Poll Tax opposition.
The missing equation in all these consider-
ations will be the extent and type of oppos-
ition that will be generated in England.
If this is significant, possibly involving riots
and /or the likelihood of willful non-payment
after April 1990 (which can lead in England
and Wales to imprisonment, with penalties
for evasion too). then Seottish groups will
persist as  solidarity grouplets and the
generalisation of a climate of oppasition will
be greatly enhanced, But this is a big IF/

Jim MeFarlane, Glasgow.

Notes.

Including  non-registrants.  mainly
people highly mobile or living in
private rented or multiple occupied
housing, but primarily non-payers.
The authorities . announced  98%
Registration levels (having forcibly
added names without their consent)
and found in Lothian, for example,
20,000 applications for rebates from
non-registered persons!

89

In fact 20% non-payment would reduce
Council income by 4% and much of
that would be recovered eventually
through debt recoverv. See also -
Organise No. 1| back-page  article
from: P.O: Box 125 Coventry.
CV3sQT.

Elsewhere in Scotland registration was
completed by the sending of forms.
In the two main cities Registration
Officers were sent round the doors to
establish ‘responsible  persons’,
thus gencrating greater hostility,

See varions issues of Counter Inform-
ation, especially no. from:-
P/H CAL, 11 Fortlh St.. Edinburgh.
EHI,

In Glasgow, Janette McGinn, widow of
a leading folk personality and
‘Workers City” (Clydeside Press)
contributor was mistakenly singled
out.

Afterthought

In Northeen Ireland, no Poll Tax is planned.
Our rulers know it would be a non-starter &
potentially draw parallel resistance both sid-
vs of the sectarian divide on an anti-Rich
basis, It is the one place where a re-enact-
ment of the 1381 uprising was possible!
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e need solidarity:not Charter 88!

A new initiative for community based resistance? Two critics of 'Charter a8’

In the wake of intensifyving public debate over civil liberties, this
statement aims to reorientate campaigning efforts towards the
experience and struggles of those whose rights are being system-
atically violated by the British State. Since the 1970°s entire
categories of people have been labelled as ‘eriminal suspects ™ and
persceuted as supposed threats to national security, public order, or
even theindividual rights of others.

In this way, the official rogues gallery has been expanded: young
black people become labelled “suspected muggers', Irish Re-
publicans. become ‘terrorist suspects’, militant trade unionists
become irresponsible  wreckers',  strikers become  ‘ferrorists
withont bullets or bombs’, and so on.  Eventually the catch-all
“enemy within ' encompasses those who resist oppression, whether
it is the exploitation of labour or British rule over Ireland.

These who struggle for social justice are cast as public enemies by
the entire political system; the mass media, the legislature, the
judiciary, the police and prison establishments.  Extraordinary
repr ¢ measures have become the norm;  special powers are
used in the most ordinary situations. For all those actually pro-
secuted, many more are made fearful of taking political action.
Exemplary sentences and punishments act as ‘long sharp shocks' to
deter others.

In this climate of creeping criminalisation, violations of eivil
libertics are officially acknowledged, while being justified as
necessary for the comman good. Severe penal statutes, apparently
for use against a minority who commit violent crime, are said to
‘protect” the law abiding majority. This protection, hewever, hangs
like & sword over anyone who dares challenge the imperatives of
capitalist rule.

Effective actions are necessary to confront this eriminalisation

;, and clear arguments are needed to refute the official
justifications. Needed most of all is solidarity amongst, and with,
all those who have ne altermative but to organise demands for
justice, and better strategies for limiting the State's repression.
Individual rights can only be guaranteed by collective power
organised as a defence against the State.

In the face of such difficult challenges, Charter B8 fails to con-
tribute anything meaningful; it indulges in illusion mongering
which is wotse than useless. [t has nothing to say- about such
special laws as the so-called Prevention of Terrorism Act, the so-
called Public Order Act. the Police and Criminal Evidence Act, (or
the para-legal 'shoot to kill" policies). It offers no challenge (o the
arguments used to justify such legal chicanery or the repression
which such policies entail. Much less does it offer solidavity with
the targets of these strategies. Indeed, Charter 88 could easily
he signed by the people who drafted these laws. or those who use
{hem to persecute the political epposition.

With its narrowly individualistic notion of civil liberties, Charter
88 ignores the State's targeting of groups for eriminalisation.
By its silence, the document dissociates itself from those forces
which have done the most (o defend civil liberties. both in the past
and the present. Itignores the 1381 Peasants’ Revolt, the Levellers,
the Chartists. and the anti-fascists of the 1930's, as well as today’s
many committed grass-roots struggles. Turning its back on all
these, Charter 88 bases its legitimacy on the State. to which it looks
to guarantee our civil liberties, Indeed, the document's identi-
fication with the State coincides with the natiomalist myths it
promotes about the Glorious Revolution and World War 11

As a consequence of the 1688 Glorious Revolution, we are told,
“Britain was spared the rigours of dictatorship’.  Yet we are con-
veniently not reminded that the new democracy applied only to a
tiny minerity who exploited the population at home and abroad, as
well as persecuting Catholics. By presenting Charter 88 as some-
how extending the ‘positive side’ of 1688, the document cannot
avoid associations with British rule over Ireland. Opponents of that
rule rightly saw last year's tercentenary celebrations as an affront
to the labour movement and a calculated insult to the Irish camm-
unity in Britain's cities.

To support this appeal write to the authors
¢/o Leeds address.

offer an alternative version

Charter 88 likewise promotes historical myths in claiming that in
May 1940, ‘Britain defied the jascist domination of Enrope ', as if
Britain's declaration of war was a ‘democratic achievement’, In
reality, through the 1930's the British State repressed anti-fascists,
aided Franco in Spain., collaborated with fascist Germany and Italy
while it was thought that Hitler would turn on Russia, and then
entered the war only upon realising that the Axis powers threatened
its own Empire. This was no ‘arttt-faseist” war except in left thet-
oric: Britain interned anti-fascist Italians and Germans, with scant
protest, as part of its national-chauyvinist approach for ensuring
continued capitalist rule in Europe after the war.

For Charter 88, the problem appears simple; apparently, we have
for too long, been ‘dependent upon the benevolence of our rufers’,
for our civil liberties. These liberties are now being curtailed by a
process which is ‘onfy in part deliberate’ and can therefore be
corrected by reason, Charter '88 proposes a new constitutional
settlement. Finding the State deficient in its supposed duty as well-
spring and custodian of liberty, the Charter proposes a Bill of Rights
by which it is hoped to secure individual civil liberties.

In saying all this. the Charter ignores the outcome of previous
calls for legal reform, The Royal Commission on Criminal Proced-
ure, for example, was supposed to extend our liberties but actually
resulted in further codifying repressive measures and encouraged
the legal system to apply existing measures in more repressive
w Why should we expect anything better from constitutional
reform under the present balance of forces? Charter B8's argu-
ments contribute nothing towards building the stronger. active
solidarity which is needed to turn the tide against the state: de-
manst rations, occupations, strikes. uprisings, amongst  other
activIiies.,

Charter 8% avoids discussion of such unpleasant realities by
avoiding any taint of association with the social groups that have so
far borne the greatest risks in struggles for civil libertics, Mean-
while the document arrogantly announces itself as our saviour;
it would, ‘make real the freedoms we once took for granted ', and
e the first time take them for owrselves . This claim perfectly
summarises the document's dual delusion: its disavowal of history,
a history of violent struggles fought to wrest freedoms from the
State. and irs disavowal of present reality, where signatures on a
pn:]lit'lun will somehow dissuade the State from reinforcing capitalist
e,

In this socicty, while the state claims to protect civil rights, in
practice it can truly guarantee only those of private property - the
right to own, buy and sell. The current vegime in particular has
systematically invoked individual rights to attack the social rights
of colleetive struggle.  Charter 88 accommodates this political
shift by proposing unity on the basis of individual rights alone,
while leaving social rights for later consideration. It is no surprise,
then. that Charter 88 diverts attention from the terrains where
eollective protest is being criminalised, The document represents
the vain wish of the professional middle elass to protect jtself from
similar attack, as individual citizens, while keeping their distance
from those social groups already attacked.

Nevertheless new alliances are being forged amongst those who
have bame the brunt of repression, Black people picket police
stations to demand justice for those brutalised by State-licensed
muggers; black and Irish people organise joint rallies against a
only used show trials, This movement, is attempling 1o re-
deline democracy in terms of mass, collective action to take power
away from the state. Protesting the economic oppres ion which
underlics svstematic legal injustice, the movement puts human
needs before property rights and profit.

In these times. there is no middle ground. Those who want o
defend civil libertics have to choose sides: either sustain illusions
in the State, or help strengthen resistance 1o it by contributing time
and resources to the many community struggles for social justice
which arc already underway. Most important, as special laws and
legal strategics are depleyed to criminalise political opposition, we
need collective organisation rebellion to make them unenforce-
able. This is what it would mean for us to “tuke back freedum for
anesefves” - and surely not for the first time.

Martin Walker & Les Levidow.
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An Insomniac’s Dream?

Youth offers a target audience where hip techniques are formulated in Television. Larry O'Hara
gives an in depth commentary on the manipulation & banal metalanguage of 'Night Network\

Those who use nights for sleep may not know it, but in the early
hours the nation’s youth (and their imitators) up until recently
woere regaled with the ultimate in 80's television - the video-music-
action programme ‘Night Neswork” (hereafter NN), whose stated
ain was to bring tomorrow's tefevision today. Its recent demise has

for the form and style

ot meant that it can simply be written o
wore Laken up by other programmes still running - *Reportuge
Bupide” and the soon-to-be chopped 'Cleb X7, In keeping with the
dispersed nature of the late show and its imitators, [ offer below a
few scattered observations on technigues pioncered by NN and now
widespread -

Camerd dngle: deliberately bizarre, with the aim being to look
at everything from difficult angles - the side, below, above. Thisis
done to dis nt. to provide an appareit perspective of difference,
something accentuated by continual “messages’ flashing on and off
the sereen, paralleling the current trend of ‘rap” and ‘serateh’
music, hringing the ghost of Schonberg into the 1980°s glare.
Dhisaricntation then is no accident. it is intended to numb the senses
sovatt are ready foranything,

Tupieality, being instantly (and sooner) “up to date’ is the flavour
of the minute. Not that such programmes could be accused of
having & sense of “history” - other than that which could be snappily
condensed into twenty second ‘bytes’. So, the spectacle is constant-
Iy *om the move ' but like the Futurist movement it parodied actually
e nowhere, exeept W over more esoteric exotica w be ‘con-
sumed’ like so much candy-tloss.

Cupifons are ubiquitous. multiple speedy and inremtionally distract-
ing. Indeed. the chase to half-catch the message (in any case
cphemeral) is the {simulated) process of learning.

Suuistics are the “heavy stuft” of such programmes. They are by
definition spurious being a-contextual, never checked or indeed
checkable, and the possibility of them being methodologically
substantinted never avises - they are not on the cn long enough
1o be read more than once.  Nevertheless, the impediments of
“knowledae” is flaunted before the viewers. thereby being exhibited
is both available ind frrefevant. :

Prosent are often shallow in that elic  way peeuliar to the
English. the ‘professional amateur” having left the ericker-field.,
dunned black leather and whizzed into NN's cavernous and chilly
studios, To show the amateurs really professionals underne
1 ithentic Limchouse) chalk-white faces. thoy inject a syn
urgeney” into their game, by telling us incessantly *What's
Loming *oand forever promising a ‘return’ to the strect-cold
reporter ‘o the spot’. So. these  promiscs confirmed both by
unticipation and retrospect the “importance” of earnest cminently
lorgettable ‘snippets” of actual-life, “Club X° have taken the cult of
the amateur o new depths, having two Japancse frontwomen
selling-point scems o be a (feigned)  inability to

d a glorification of that fuct. What was truly radical

5 i0s k vn the disgraceful ealumny that the voung

sharr artention-spans - the programme assumes they have
sronres o necd o h ptivated by conjuring Tricks.

Links berween items thus. in the absence of much of substance
otherwise, hoecome thre core of the illusion. In this way we have the
senith of liberal hum immortalised - the message 1s the
medinm, everything was as good (or bad) as everything clse except
when amenable to cmpirical wests ‘on the air’ as the verifiable (and
thus uliimates truth, leading to the sanctification of sensual riot and
hedonistic consumption as a para-religious act. Evermore dazzling
introductory logos have become the order of the night,

The viewer L | is asked to partake in a public conspiracy. We arc
dv at the outset, ‘hip insiders who understand what the score
ithout cven being explicitly infermed of the rules. As we “know’
what on carth would we need “explanations’ for?  Little matters it
that the “knewledge” is video-babble who cares (or can tellh

Mevting the public 11, By asking inappropriate people odd
questions tnwhich na-one could possibly know the answer, and then
subtly mimicking their response, we arce put in our {cxalted) place.
If the subjeets prave difficult, not only is it casy to cut them off {as

@

an this progeamme it would look entirely natuvall). the quick

imposition of a ‘label’ on a response usually suffices. Failing that.
a starburst of sympathetic bleating is evoked from the existentially-
disoricnted cast of hundreds milling ‘aimlessly in the background,
omly having slightly Tess clue than the presenters where the ‘action’
is going to be next.

(\Dm Ay Erq,-"]
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Meeting the public |1, The summit of the 'vox pop’ that was NN
must be the *phone vote', In the supreme skit of bourgeois demo-
eracy at its most inane, ves/no responses were asked for on issues
af trivial import, on the basis of ludicrously inadequate information,
with the results having virtually no practical effect. So, after a one-
minute snatch of 4 Judas Priest song, votes were asked for on the
question of whether or not it had a subliminal Satanic message.




FEVTURES

Now, not enly is this something that would by definition not be
ascertainable this way, if it did contain such an undercurrent then
their viewers will have thus been exposed - or didn't it matter
anyway - what the Hell. If the vote went the 'wrong way' e.g, to
allow members of the public to strip on sereen - then the result was
ignored.

Subscquent ‘refinements’ on the phone-vote are little better, asking
questions of such vagueness as to be meaningless - which is their
el meaning.

Reality is fragmented cnough as it is, but NN had 4 neat inversion
that added yet more twists to the shattered helix. For unless the
real is bigarre, it isn't ‘normal’, The depth of this inversion was
shown by the extensive and totally sympathetic coverage given by
these gullible gourmets o the “Transcedental Meditation' (TM)
Crit Unanswered airtime was given to these androids both in a
Runcors colony and in the studio ‘live’, where we were treated to
the speetacle of & suceessful (three foot!) world-record attempt at
flying ' i.c. jumping in the air with legs crossed), In TM, the
professed belicl is that by applying will-power plus sufficient
practise in the end the believer will really fly unaided.,

Nubody was willing (or allowed) to make the obvious point that
thete is no conneetion between squat-jumps and unassisted flight.
Peddling such harmless twaddle might not greatly matter were it
nol for the arbitrary dismissal in seconds on the same programme af
ather cults. by a mixture of usual door-step technigues and tidicul-
ous o *simulations” of the cult ‘programming’ process. What
is guestionable was not the criticism but the capricious selectivity
ol it, on the strength we must presume that it was only TM that
cuuld offer the *participation’ opportunity,

It the Psvehivirist's chuir. assorted luminaries of the new Dark Age
bared (heir innermost soul to the panting millions, and revealed
hemselves as the empty clones we had always suspected they were.
This ‘proved’ anyone can be a star, why they still cat breakfast
cerval and use the lavatory like ordinary mortals - what a relief!
Sa. the dream is acecssible, and the viewers ean aspire to become
e eelebritios - ‘famous for being famous’. The assumption of
ersiit= intimacy provided by Emma Freud's ‘pillow-talk’ has spread
bevind these shores - *sale sex’ indecd.. ... .

Stmulazion was for NN the peak of sense-experience, the best that
could be hoped for. The programme was periodically awash with
rushes of Gestalt-cnergy that would put that  old faker. Jean
Baudrillard. o shame while confirming his essential theses, So
wie had onesereen Ctests” of psyehie vision, and the pinnacle of
schmalte - gay people allegedly "ecoming out’ on sereen to their
close anes for the fArst time. Even were it the first moment all were
appraised of cach others sexuality, it was so false and artilicial the
participants dissolved in an orgy of sclf-congratu latory giggles -
hardly an effective representation of a ‘real-life’ reaction - but then
iesonly o sémdatin s Y e

Pruly, heing relative in NN's view, was nof anything like a guide to
aelion - cather its an excuse for yet another game. So we had a
“Trues False” section where we were sold 'plausible’ storfes e.g.
about the “bizarre’ Gin NN speak-normal theretore) which all fitted
perfvetly well with the rest of NN's frantie fare. and asked to judge
which label apphics - yer again another meuns of poking subliminal
Fum il the viewers, mocking them lor their own eredibility in con-
stming NN, There were some attemipts at political moralising -
o1 new the suecesstul eriticism of shops near London’s Carnaby
for selling Nawi memorabilia, However, the basic format was
incd that the mest concrete outcome was likely to be now
ers for the shops so advertised and indeed latently glamour-
I'he faseist appropriation of the Celtic Cross as a symbol was
aceepted at faeg-value, and so the Cross joined other clements of
the symbols of the damned, the essential extras for the street-wise
CIMTSLITICT.

&

Junthled inmuges becomes the central social space, the site of
credibility, the locus of style. So the "hip’ reporter alternately acts
as brave ‘street person’ and knowledgeable (as of five minutes
previously) ‘tapporteur’.

Youth is the apparent target audience for such programmes, but
it is not that simple. The real focus is on well-heeled ‘youth',
illustrated both by the plethora of ‘consumption opportunities’
pointed to and the advetts in breaks some of which so seamlessly
merge with programmes you only realise they are such when the
prices of clothes come up on the screen. 1 say ‘vouth ' advisedly. for

r CXPCrIenCe.

intended to be the post-teens seeking to, and this is it, simulate
youth, recapture it. The way to do this is to engage in expensively
*authentic” fashion-wars, keeping a beat ahead. These conflicts are
producer-led rather than organised from below | would contend.
The basic problem for such shows is that the very people who make
up their target audience, by virtue of being such. are exactly the
punters out at the wine-bar or having moved on to the night-clubs,
and garage patties, while they're on. Once the advertisers tumble
o this, the days of such innovative programmes are numbered.
Some might wonder whether NN was given much of a chance, being
parachuted into an acknowledged "dead zone® for TV programmes,
| - 4a.m. on Saturday. However, if some of the subtleties of
technigue are combined with a more brash macho procedure,
as in the James Whale Radio Show, where jokey insults and
obscenity are the staple ingredients, then ratings can come.

Stvfisticelly such programmes have a hidden code. by constant
inversion seeking to replicate the fragmentation of meaning we all
i Daily life is increasingly confusing, with symbols
referring to symbols referring to simulacra..... Is this te be accepted
or challenged, that is the question facing us in the satellite-TV
dawn. The NN perspective was to accommodate to and exaggerate
the lurch to meaninglessness - without it must be said the nastiness
of the *Sunday Sport’.  Indeed, any programme which revived
‘Batman’ must have something going for it. though with this and
other retreads NN was careful never to tell vou at any time through-
out the night they would be on, thus keeping an addicted captive
audience till near the end. The insidious but none the less real
charm of NN was such that a critique like mine is something they
could well have ‘packaged’ and used to confirm their ‘open-minded-
ness’,

So what? vou might say, what is the upshot of such criticism.
Well, it would be too easy to simply write it off, but the techniques
have spread, There is no doubt it did to an extent fulfil its objective
of entertaining - but likewise so did feeding the Christians to the
Lions. public executions and today’s form of public torture. game-
shows. My basic point has been that much of the programme was
too shallow, this plastered over by speed and simufation, Perhaps
such pernicious products should be suppressed? However, it is not
possible to ever totally suppress the search by the young for excite-
ment, the real question is how to respond and help this in & socially
responsible way. Surely none today would argue TV is “irrelevant’
to the working class, so it has to be to come to terms with it.

Some integral features of such programmes - especially the em-
phases on high-grade consumption and deliberate shallowness. are
intolerable, These should be separated out from other elements -
the desire to shock and disorientate has a noble history, exemplified
for cxample in medieval mystery plays, gargoyles, and cven the
proto-Surrealist work of Bosch. One of the main problems today
is ot so much the variety of symbols as their corrosion by capital,
utilising intrusive media like TV and video, It would be a mistake o
reduce everything to conspiracies by such global forces - the
now-defunct *Chatline’ services provide perfect illustrations of the
profusion of babble that will characterise the 1990's.  Everyone
talks, no-one listens, there are supposed to be ‘monitors’ whose
only real function appears to be parading their egos and (like the
mythical ‘night-watchman state’) spasmodically intervening to
summarily disconnect the inhabitants of this latter-day Bedlam.
The parlous state of Italian satellite-TV, complete with on-screen
stripshows, portends what might be ahead for the UK.  Clearly,
this docs not mean that the current BBC/ITV/C4 monopoly is
acceptable either. but if the far left does not intervene in these
debates then it will continue to be sadly marginal, Other shows like
*Rapido’ and "Club X' have not only imitated but also 'developed’
techniques pioncered by NN, For instance in the latter the pretence
of meaningful communication is even further undermined by
deliberate muffling of the presenters microphones. The teéenage-
oriented “Chart Show' makes a virtue out of difficulty, constantly
producing on-screen visual “crackle’ simulating the jarring resulting
from operation of a video recorder, The fate of NN itself wasn't of
great importance, nor even is the question of whether a suitably
‘segmented” affluent audience could be attracted o a similar
programme. Of more salience however, is the perhaps irreparable
fragmentation of the symbolic universe such programmes fore-
shadow.

As will have been obvious, the 'problematic’ by means of which
I have approached NN irremediably marks me out as fully deserving
the hippy warning to ‘never trust anyone over thirty’. Mevertheless
in conclusion | would suggest Night Network and its clones prove
another warning is in order ‘and never trust anyone over twenty

a substantial part of the audience, that with financial clout ismsgmulaﬁngbdﬂg under eighteen’,
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Rebellion Remodelled:

Pete Suchin offers an insight into situationist capers at the ICA & the cultivation of an Image.

Raview of the exhibition ‘On the Passage of a Few Persons Through
a Rather Brief Period of Time: about the Situationist International
1957 - 1872', The Institute of Contemporary Art, London, June 21 -
August 13, 1989, and of the conference ‘Mever mind the Bollocks,
here's the Situationists’, Salurday, June 24 - Sunday, June 25
{ICA London). The exhibition was at the Pompidou Centre, Paris
from February 22 1o April 9@ (1889) and will be at the ICA, Boston
from October 21 (1989) to January 7 (1990).

A reviewer of the Parisian version of this exhibition remarked that
‘Few exhibitions have been so vilal or ambiguous in recent years.
Vital because the Situationist International is still rather unknown to
the public, and also b the i diary bombs | hed by the
S| between '57 and '62 have profoundly sustained subsequent
generations'. (1) And Indeed, from a didactic point of view the ICA
Show does serve a "Useful’ purpose. There's a lot of stuff at which
one can ponder and/or gawp. Indisputedly, 'classic' situationist
bric-a-brac protrudes from the walls or rests beneath glass, ac-
companied by a selection of items the production of which was
influenced directly or indirectly by the erstwhile scandalous activ-
ities of the 51 - that's the curator'sclaim anyway, And though there
iz a kind of continuity between the two parts of the show the more
recent material seems somewhat tenuously attached to the main
body of work on exhibition., Those personalities and groups which
are known to have had some considerable influence on the 51 - the
Surrealists, the College of Pataphysics, Isidore lsou and the
Lettristes, the International Movement for an Imaginist Bauhaus
are largely ignored (2). Thus one is given a good selection of
material from the Sl itself but in such a way that the contextualis-
ation is poorly carried out.

The situationist section of the exhibition (8 arranged into several
categories or themes - detournement, device & psychogeography,
Unitary Urbanism - and includes a number of psychogeographical
maps (Debord, Rumney}, Asger Jorn's delourned paintings,
Constant's ‘New Babylon' models, Pinot-Gallizio's reconstructed
Cavern of Anti-Matter’ (first presented in 1359) (3), and a large
number of posters, publications and treated comic strips (notably
Bertrand and Joannes’ Return of the Durutti Column). The posi-
situationist or 'Fallout’ part of the display includes work by the
French conceptual artist Daniel Buren, Art & Language (a trio of
maps, one of which Is their Map to Not Indicate of 1967), Marlo
Merz, Marcel Broodthaers, as well as work by Sex Pistols' graphie
designer Jamie Reid and various other punk-related items. Here
too ¢an be found quite a number of publications - copies of Vague,
Smile, the parodic, anonymously produced Smirk leafiet, and an
early printing of The End of Music.

Thearrival at the ICA of a show comprised of sltuationist ephemera
was by no means an unprediciable event. Pravious examples of
what might be called 'ICA culture' have generally been of the type
to which the word ‘radical' can be easily, if inappropriately atfixed.
Mock radicalism as consumer choice has long appeared fo be what
the ICA (lIke Beaubourg in Paris) iz all aboul. The situationists had
a theory of art and, or rather. of its disselution and to find their
texts and objects placed in a gallery/mussum contexl is surely a
strong contradiction, and this despite the excuses proffered in the
essay which opens the book - dutifully sandpaper bound - that
serves as a kind of catalogue to the show (4), Therein, one of the
curators, Mark Francis, tells us that much of the material included
in the exhibition was already in storage in the archives of the
Silkeborg Museum |n Denmark awaiting, as it were, a centre-stage
presentation, a place in mainstream culture. He calls his piece ‘It's
all over’. This is History and History is that which resides in
museums - the dead things. Yet by the twist of ancther paradox one
can see the situation of this Installation in an at least partly positive
light, since one can hope that the displaying of this material might
help a sceptical viewer to view things, including the exhibition
itself, a little differently to that anticipated by the admirers of neat
curatorial accomplishments (of which of course this show s a prime
sxample), To take the situationists seriously is to realise that their
critigue of ‘everyday life’ is by no means ‘out of date'. It is not a
tashion item, Mor is it any kind of desolate regression ta look back
at work some thirty years old, as long as one’s view is not marely
an exercise In nostalgia. A present-day reading of this work should
be one In which the intentions and objects generated by the sit-

uationists become something more than merely a memaory., @

N0 ONE HOLDS THEIR BECKS QUITE LIKE THE 5.1

BREWED INTERNATIONAL DRUNK aLl OVER THE WORLD

As part of Its presentation of situationism the ICA is putting on a
series of screenings of related films, as well as setting up talks and
even a two-day conference, ‘Never mind the Bollocks, here's the
Situationists’. The first day of this gathering brought together a
variety of personages from the S, the media and what | will call, in
a generalisation, the arts. In the first session the audience - which
was not very large - were offerad , to my mind, the musings of Ralph
Rumney and Mark Francis, chaired by Matthew Collings. Things
became a little more interesting with the contributions of Stewart
Home, Chris Rawlence and Tefry Atkinson. Yet, this session was
more a set of discrete statements than a coherent discussion on the
proposed theme of recuperation and resistance in commaodity
culture. Notable contributions were Home's utterances on the topic
of why situationism was on the agenda at all - he gave a group of
points which revolved around the idea of situationism as the fatest
site of academic and cultural commodification - and Atkinson's
clarifications of the (often collapsed) distinctions between radical
social practice and (so-called) radical art. But aside from one or two
interesting moments and paints the session was disappointing. A
tew bits of ‘audience participation’ livenad things up only slightly.

After the showing of a short videotape by Rumney (telling the tale of
situationist bad behaviour at the S| congress heid at the ICA in 1960
in an again tedious manner) and a break which allowed certain
membersof the audience to leave quietly, Michael Baldwin and Mel
Ramsden {(Art & Language) took to the platform to discuss de-
tournement. Elizabeth Sussman from the ICA Boston acted as
chair, and Georgio Gallizio, the only-present ‘representative’ of
Pinot-Gallizio, completed the team. An audio-tape account, by
Pinot-Gallizio's daughter, of the making of her now deceased
father's *Cavern of Anti-Matter’ began the procesdings. This was
followed by an extended account of detournement/the situationist
project as a kind of dreamwaork - Baldwin did most of the talking, his
remarks Interspersed with comments, sometimes confused, from
the audience. Drifting away from and then back to the concept of
detournement this section of the conference was another instance of
bad planning in that thera was little coherence to the ‘debate’.
Baldwin did at least make clear that he considered situationist
thematics to be the product of a kind of fantasy reading of capitalist
culture, a reading which had resulted In the promotion of a device -
detournement - which held very little potential as a radical political
tool, even if, as an art-making technigue, it did a lot of work,
Aligned with this interpretation was the clearly-stated claim that the
very idea that such a thing as an art-led politics was a plausible
modus operandi was {tself a kind of fiction or fantasy. (These
remarks echoed similar considerations expounded by Atkinsen
during the first sitting). |t was apparent that both members of A
& L shared the wview thal their inclusion in the ‘influenced by
situationism' section of the exhibilion was the result of a curatorial
maove, an ‘academic’ attempt to cobble together the semblance



of a critical (art based) tradition, There was some chatty disagree-
men| between A & L and Matihew Collings around the topic of a
shaort film made by and shown on the BBC's The Late Show when
the display was still at Beaubourg. Collings, who had interviewed
A & L about the exhibition defended (from his seat in the main body
of the theatre) the BBC's editing and presentation, whilst A & L
contested the way their remarks had been redistributed and
rendered into lypical BBC liberalese. Ramsden's comment during
the interview, to the effect that if one had a genuine interest in
situationism one shouldn't bother going lo see the show had, we
were told, been cut. Gelling back to detournement for a moment,
| should add that A & L seemed to view the world as already, in the
1950°s, so mueh a collaged or distorted/detournement entity as 1o
render the situationist practice of (further) dislocating meanings
merely superfluous, a merely aesthetic re-presentation of events.
4s for the present order of things we were offered a short, sharp
remark by Mel Ramsden: ‘detournement today is shopping’..... 5)
When Sussman asked for Gallizio's comments on the discussion he
immediately admitted that he didn 't understand what had been said
that afterncon,

The present reviewer did not return for the Sunday session. (B)

Peter Suchin.
NOTES

Nicolas Bourriad, ‘Situationist International Centre Georges
Pompidou, Paris’, Flash Art, No. 148, May/June 1989,
pp. 122 - 123. Bee also: Christian Schlatter, 'What 18
Lettrisme?’, Flash Art, No. 145, March! April 1989, pp. 92 -
95 and Giorgio Maragliane, 'The Invisible Insurrection’,
Flash Art, No. 147, Summer 1383, pp. 87 - 90, The latter
article offers a present-day contextualisation of detourne-
ment with specific reference to the practices of ‘postmadern’
art.

1

This point is made by Stewart Home in his ‘The Situationist
International and its Historification®, Art Monthly, No. 127,
June 1989, pp. 3-4.

Pirot-Gallizio's roll-affixed ‘Industrial Painting' is also in-
cluded in the exhibition.
The terms cited at the beginning of this paragraph refer to
the following ideas or concepts: The realigning or distortion
of the meanings of an aesthelic or cultural object [detourne-
ment]: a method or technique of ‘drifting’ through various
ambiences [derive]; the analysis of specific effects of the
environment upon the behaviour of individuals (psycho-
geography]; the theory of combining various arts and
technical skills in order to produce an Integral ambient space
in line with pschogeographical (etc) experiments in be-
haviour [unitary urbanism].
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The 'catalogue’ - which hardly serves, after all the justifi-
cations proffered in defence of documentation - to decument
the exhibition '‘properly ' Is in fact an anthology of sltuationist
and other writings, photographs and diagrams. The sand-
paper cover (‘donated by English Abrasives and Chemical
Limited', please note) refers to the cover of Debord and
Jorn's Memoires (1958}, a copy of which is to be seen in the
exhibition. Il is interesting that the first two essays In the
catalogue, by curators Francis and Wollen are copyrighted,
whilst the situationists, as is well known. refused to copy-
right their work. One wonders if this is intended as a kind of
joke, particularly as Wollen appends the place and date of
the production of his essay as “Los Angeles, Capital of the
spectacle 1989°. The full title and publicationt details of this
work are as follows: An endless adventure.....an endless
passion....an endless banquet A Situationist Scrapbook,
edited by Iwona Blazwick in consultation with Mark Francis,
Peter Wollen and Malcolm imrie, ICA! Verso, 1888.

(4)

See Art % Language, 'Ralph the Situationist’, Artscribe
International, No. 66. Movember/December 1987, pp. 59 -
62, An edited version of this text appears in the calalogue
cited in the previous note (pp, 93 - 94).

(5)

I should be recorded that when a demonstrator, (Michel
Prigent) handing out leatlets attacking the imstitution-
alisation of the 81, ran out of same whilst positioned at the
main entrance of the ICA representatives of the gallery
photocopied some more for him. This was during the first
day of the conference,

The Sunday cenference preseniation concentrated upon
situationism and punk/pop.

(8]

To make shame
more shameful

A small press edition challenges marketization

on the campus. Mike Peters marks its paper.

Matthew Salusbury THATCHERISM GOES TO COLLEGE: the
Conservative Assault on Higher Education [Canary Press,BCM Canary
-london WC1N 3XX, 1989,£4.95].

Every student should read this book. |t will teach college and univers-
ity leclurers more than they might wan! to know about what the
present regime plans to do with the academic sector.

It's a pity that in present conditions there is small chance the infor-
mation contained in these pages will reach them; the marketization of
knowledge means that small-press productions like these cannot
compete with the current 'Thatcherism’ book M mountain, even though
It is undoubtedly better value for money than many of them. Its most
Important coniribution is its detailed account of hoe the Left was
beaten at its own game on campus In the mid 1980s. The book shows
how it was that the Right exploited rentacrowd tactics with greater
sophistication than their opponents, & how the ‘free speech’ set-up
{provocations by controvarsial visiting speakers) and the antics of the
Federation of Conservative Students softened up the colleges for their
economic restructuring, ‘enterprise in the curriculum’ student loans &
the rest of it. It is a sorry tale, a miniature ‘strategy of tension” worthy
of The History Man, enough to make the greying ex-radicals of the
siudent sixtiesimany now hoisted by their own tenured petards)
hang their heads in shame,

The book itself Is written with no such cynicism;it is a brisk and infor-
mative outline in 115pages packed with names & dates which serves to
remind readers of what actually happened when. Its findings can be
used well even by those who would contest its argumanis.

| parsonally thought the exposure of the links between the FCS & the
Heritage Foundation the most useful thing the book provides, but the
account of events at Bristol University in 1986 (centred around the fig-
ure of John Vincent),in which the author was personally Invoived, will
be of the most immediate intarest.

If there Is still anyone who imagines that conservative policy on educ-
ation is simply about cost-effectiveness or that the Thatcherite
hegemany was won on the playing fields of democracy, this book will
disabuse them. Control of educational institutions has always been
crucial to the political strategy of both Right & Left (Higher Education
is arguably where the British Mew Right was first spawned, with the
‘Black Papers' of 20 years ago), and the rise of Thaicherism has
required Intimidation and dirty tricks every bit as much as the winning
of hearts and minds.

Dne reservation | would make about the argument of this book is that
the familiar Leftist rhetoric about a ‘Tory attack’ on Higher Education
may now be diverting attention from the complicity of of managerial
socialists in the brave new academic world. ‘Socialists' if late have not
been slow In lending their support to the discipiinary commercialism,
standardization and cheapening of educational work(under such time-
worn radical catchphrases as flexibility, decentralization and the
breaking down of traditional structures and boundaries ete), And they
have not found it difficult to give a progressive, ‘feminist’ and ‘anti-
racist’ gloss to the systematization of British colleges. Insofar as this
book still resorts to shibboleths like ‘elitism’ and ‘hierarchy', it
perhaps underestimates the ways in which yesterday’s ‘radicalism’
can be made o serve the logic of total commodification.

Mike Peters.
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Some Recent Developments
Among Those With

RENIEWS

Nothing to Lose

but their Jobs

fofaring examples of combative, autonomous workers groups, Phil Mailer reviews pamphlets that chart
their progress in a world unfriendly to permanent organs of resistance.

** France - Winter 86-87. An attempt at
Autonomous Organization, Exchange: et
Movement 1988.

** The Cobas, Italy 86-88. A New Rank and
File Movement, by David Brown, Exchange
et Movement 1988,

** Sorting Out the Recent Post Strike by a
Postal Worker. Dec, 1988.

** La Estiba, Voz de |las Puertas, Barcelona
Dockers, [various issues).

In November 1986 & 31 year old traln driver
at the Gare du Nord Depot in Paris decided
he was fed up with his job and passed round
a typewritten petition which proposed to
"have It out once and for all" with the
Company, i.e. to go on strike forever until
the Gompany agreed to better working
conditions., By December 19th some 16,000
train drivers (99% of them) were out on
strike and the whole of France paralysed.

\When the Union of Communication Warkers
in Britain called a 24-hour strike in the Postal
Services last December they must have
thought they would have been in and out
from the bargaining table in no time. Instead
thousands of workers refused to obey the
union and stayed out on sirike, and it took a
lot of manouvering to get them back to work.

In Spain, for ten years now, a 10,000 strong
organization of dock-workers called the Co-
ordinadora has refused to join any of the
competing trade unions. These dockers call
their organization "Unitary, of the Class,
Autonomous, Independent and Demo-
cratic”. They are presently on a collision
course with the governing Socialist Party.

In Italy successive waves of sirikes over the
past three years - involving bus drivers in
Turin, pilots and other airport workers at
Milan Airport, and hundreds of thousands of
service workers including teachers from all
over the couniry - have been led by organ-
izations called COBAS (Comitati di Base)
which have by-passed and even in some
cases fought against the unions.

The decline of the unions (n the 1980°s -
something evident since the oll crisis of 1873
- really underlines the decline in capital's
need for organized labour In the first place
as part of its need to transform traditional
jobs through automation and the new
technologies. While more and more trade
unions have agreed to this capital transform-
ation, dropping their last traditional vestiges
of opposition, unions are seen as the mere
brokers of labour power they are, and not
even as very good ones at that, In France
just 10% of workers are unionised. in the
U.S., capital's heartland, eight years of
Reagonomics has attempted to gain un-
impaded access to all markets even the
labour market. If capital had itz way, its
maost coherent and preferred form of organ-
jzation would be the temporary agencies,
with workers hired and fired on demand and
it iz these rather than the vestiges of a senile
union movement that are the true enemies of
an autonomous resistance in the workplace.
VWhat has happened in this situation Is that
waorkers, in order to defend thair jobs from
the global appetite of capital, have been
forced to go beyond the trade unions and set
up their own organizations. This has been a
tendency in all strikes in the U.K. since the
miners’ strike - a point made by Henri Simon
in his book on ihat topic "To the Bitter

End" - a book still only available in French.

It is events like these that are described in
thg above pamphlets and newspapers. In
most instances the unions have retaliated
with a vengeance usually reserved for bosses
and have systematically set out to destroy
them through slander, fear or the use of the
law.

These pamphlets have different vantage
points and different degrees of analysis,
the first two being more distant from what
they describe while the fatter two are deeply
involved. But none of these pamphlets fit
the classic leftist descriptions as social-
democratic, Leninist, or anarcho-syndicalist.
Instead they are representative of a new and
growing current which takes seriously the
motta of the First International, "the
liberation of the workers is the task of the
workers themselves" and. sees the only
transformation of society as being driven by
hitherto powerless workers negating the
categories of "capital” and Tlabour” al-
together.

A French Winter......

\VWhen some drivers decided to republish the
aforementioned leaflet that had been handed
around the Gare du Mord they called a strike
for December 18th, calling on all trade
unions to support the strike, warning that
"the drivers will know what to do with trade
union organizations that did not offer their
support” and ended by asking, "If you agree
with us, photocopy this leaflet and pass it
round”. Soon all engineers had seen the
|eaflet, By the 19th only one of the 94 depots



in France was working.

Sitrike committees were elected in open
meetings in all the depots - subject to instant
recall. Some union members were elected,
but most were certainly not union officials.
A national Liaison Committee was set up by
the drivers of Paris-North and Sotteville.
The CGT (the Communist Party controlled
union) than entered the arena by condemn-
ing the Liaison Committee accusing it of "by-
passing the usefulness of the representative
trade union organization and of breaking
workers' “unity”.  They called for re-
inforcing the strike through trade union
representation - translation: take it over.
A clear demareation line between the rank
and file workers and the unions emerged.
Fearing the rank and file, the railway
management took the side of the unions and
called on them to negotiate. ignoring the
existance of the Liaison Committees. As
one worker (quoted in Le Monde) said "We
can't negotiate. The management and the
unions don’t want us”. Another worker fore-
cast that "if the union takes over the strike,
we will return to work”. The Liaison
Committees were not strong enough to resist
this alliance of management, police, govern-
ment and the unions. By January 4th ten
smaller depols voted on a return to work and
the CGT, knowing the strike was collapsing,
launched a call for all-out support, essen-
tially faunching & parallel strike which they
could lose. By January 12th, 55 of the 94
depots had returned to work and the strike
was broken.

In the pamphlet by Exchange et Move-
ment (who have produced some 58 issues
over the last few years) these relationships
are detailed and the weaknesses of the
autonomous movemen! and the connivings
of the CGT trade union documented. While
the pamphlet is difficult to read because of
both its style and presentation it is well
worth the effort since it has a wealth of detail
about the strike and the Liaison Committees.

The [talian COBAS.......

The same outfit produced another text which
tells the reader that they abandoned “the
original intention to preduce a short doc-
umentary on the series of unofficial move-
ments and strikes in [taly over the period
86-88" to (instead) "look behind the lenden-
cies that allow the capitalist class to present
ltaly as a boom economy as well as the
rhetoric of the unofficlal movements”,
It Is a pity however that no attempt to place
these phenomencn into a historical setting
was made as it would have made easier
reading. Instead for half of the pamphlet we
get an analysis “of how the capitalist class
could deal with the internationalisation of
markets” and while such analysis has some
interest - given the 1992 Common Market
date - the pamphiet really only gets interesi-
ing when It gets inlo the nitty-gritty of the
movements themselves.

Quoting from interviews and descriptions in
various national and local newspapers the
author shows how the train drivers COBAS
was not @ spontansous movement resulting
from the deterioration of the drivers’
economic situation. Instead it was "develop-
ed by small nuclei who had been involved in
earlier struggles and had, on the whole, a
serles of relations with different unions”.
A series of wildcats carrled out on the local
level forced drivers to network, something
which the CGIL union had not been doing.
In fact membership of the CGIL had gone
trom T63% of the workforce In 1968 to 20% in
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1988. It was this liaison committee which
began to call 24-hour national strikes. In
mass meetings some rank and file workers
wanied to continue the strike for two days
{and lwo weeks even) and a split developed
between radicals and moderates. An
attempt to set up & national COBAS - with
teachers and civil servants - further divided
the drivers. The splil formalised when a new
drivers’ union called for pay increases twice
that which the COBAS had originally been
asking for. What appears to have followed
was a lot of positioning by the unions who
had been upset by this development and had
wanted the COBAS rescinded. Talks
between the COBAS and the unions broke
down when a draft alliance was rejected by
the rank and file, best explained by one
delegate from Rome who sald that "The
liaison committee cannot be dissolved as it
represents an organizational form of union
representation for drivers and has the aim of
supporting self-defence and proposing
democracy in the union movement”. This
was to be achleved by open mass meetings
and recall of delegates.

Various COBAS were set up at roughly the
same time in various places and different
sectors. There was the Turin public trans-
port COBAS. Turin, with a million in-
habitants, the home of FIAT has no commut-
er trains and no subways but instead is
governed by traffic snarls; and the Commun-
ist Party led Council didn't take lightly to
this break in good relations. The COBAS
there was eventually smashed. A teachers'
COBAS called a nationwide demonstration
in Rome drawing 400,000, Again the tactic
used by the government was refusing to
negotiate with the COBAS while dealing
directly with the unions - with all the political
jockeying, the balancing of seats in the
government at stake. The ground crew at
Rome airport also had a COBAS, the ins and
outs of its struggle being described in the
pamphlet. Efforts to unite these COBAS
was not successful. Clearly the various
governing coalitions - involving Socialists,
Ghristian Democrats with the tacic support
of the Communists - was reflecled in the
traditional union movement and just as
clearly created a move away from those
unions, another effort of the proletariat tn
consolidate itself as autonomous from both
capital and the brokers of labour power.

VWhile this pamphlet is steeped in a vulgar
econamic determinism, it does provide
myriad details on the functioning of these
organizations. Characteristically, this
Exchange el Movemant text doesn’t even
attempt to draw historical lessons, although
bolder readers will certainly draw their own,

THE COMING DOCKS WAR:
THE COORDINADORA............

La Estiba Is the official newspaper of the
DEFB, the Barcelona dockers organization.
The dockers refused to Integrate into the
tledgling unions being set up by the Com-
munist Party (CC.00) or the Socialist Party
(UGT} after the death of Franco. In 1876
they started a struggle to re-hire some fired
workers and a co-ordinating committee was
elected for the duration of the struggle.
The structure remained and became the Co-
ordinadora. In a text read to Third Inter-
national Congress of Steveadores of Europe
they analysed how workers' organizations
always had a tendency to bureaucratise and
wrote that their organization would be
“Unitary, of the Class, Autonomous,

postal workers thal a series of wildcals
followed, Sesing how unpopular it was the
union then condemned it. Everytime there
was a wildcat the union entered into sacrel
negotiations with management. "They
called a 24-hour strike which they thought
waould start and finish our struggles, but
many warkers just didn't bother to turn up
the next day and thus began a national
stoppage. The union responded with
rumours o the effect that the sirike was
playing inte the hands of the Post Office who
wanted it to help Thatcher's reprivatisation
of the postal services” and, the pamphlet
continues "tried 1o sabolage the strike from
within”, Again there was the usual divisory
tactics and attempts at manipulation by
certain leftists. A {ront organization, calling
itself the Communication Union Broad Left
was dominated by Trotskyst Militant Tend-
ency and the Socialist Workers' Party and
was really no more than a wedge of the union
itself. The author despises this kind of
manipulation even as he crilicises the
positions which these manipulators had.
After getting a form letter "Dear Mr ...
1. You again absented yourself from duty
Ttk in the course of industrial action al-
though you had previously been warned
about the consequences of work without
authorised interruption and without normal
instructions,......: 4. You will not, of course,
be entitled to any pay in respect of any part
of the period of your unauthorised absence
tram duty or your suspension from work......
5. A copy of this notice is associated for your
ratention” - he declares himsell sick to
death of bosses as well as "organisations set
up to sabotage and derail the struggles of
the postal workers”.

after management called for a return to
work the union declared the strike official
and proceeded to call on local branches to
stress local issues while avoiding the large
ones, packing meetings with their members
for this purpose. And once they gained
control of the strike the union leaders
immediately called it off. The author con-
cludes: "The postal strike was very sig-
nificant in the sense that we proved lo the'
ruling classes that we are not defeated or
passive. The strike was a step forward
compared to the miners, printers, etc. Our
strike Initially went beyond the union contral
which is a sign of maturation of class
consciousness. This is not enough, We have
to go beyond the Post Office and link up with
other workers in struggle. We are facing the
same enemies that all workers of the world
are confronted with, We are back to work
but not heavily defeated. We did not have
much experience when we entered tlhe
struggle. We will be back much stronger
and much more determined”.
X-MAS POSTAL STRIKE IN THE U.K.
“Sorting Qut The National Postal Strike” is a
unigue piece of writing. [t Isn't often that
rank and file participants in labour struggles
sit down and write about them right after the
fact and certainly not in the U.K. where
there is very little tradition of writing
pamphlets or leaflets - unlike say France
where there is always an embarrassment of
leaflets.

The Union of Communication Workers
(UCW), while not yet a Tory trade union,
had not recently lifted a finger in the defence
of its members. They'd defended the intro-
duction of sorting machines and drafted a
bonus scheme called Improved WWorking
Methods which sacrificed many jobs. This
resulted in so many divisions within the
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Independent and Democratic and Seif
Organised”. And for 10 years, with various
ups and downs, this has been the basis by
which 90% of the 10,000 dockers of all the
ports of Spain have organized themselves.
They have produced invaluable documents
some of which have been reproduced in their
newspaper. La Estiba is usually an 8 page
large format - focusing on the docks ob-
viously, but with coverage of other labour
struggles and attempts to democratise
certain companies - like the SEAT car factory
where one section of the old anarcho-
syndicalist CNT recently won represent-
atives over the Communist Party and
Socialist Party unions - as waell as many
international articles, including the situation
in Danish and British ports, Algeria, Poland
and France, The article on the British ports
for example was one of the most clear-
headed and concise analysis of British
capitalism at work in the ports that | have
seen, even compared o the British papers.

The problems the Spanish dockers face are
formidible. Given the technological
modernisations which the Socialist Govern-
meant wants to introduce (containerisation,
roll-on (roll-offs, etc.) the government would
like to reduce the number of workers;
first they tried to negotfiate separately with
the two main unions - who have almost no
representation in the docks. Finally they
agreed to negotiate with the Coordinadora,
and the Madrid agreemant of February 88
was made. But, the wording was so loase
that each side came away with different
interpretations. In any case dockers in
Bilbao and In Tenerife (Canary Islands) re-
fused to ratify it, went out on strike, and
won. The agreement had called for the

ENCYCLOPSEDIA OF NUISANCES No.8,
Abyss", English Edition ,April 1988.
From Compendium, 234 Camden High 5t.,
London N1 [£1.507].

"...the demand for life itself has now become
a revoluli Yy prog ...those social
forces which would once have been describ-
ed as conservalive are no longer concerned
even with the conservation of the biological
basis of the survival of the species”.

This is a well argued critiqgue of nucleur
power as the quintessence of the nihilism
of the technocratic elites. Nucleur power is
simply the most extreme manifestation of
the principle of the elimination of humanity
from the realm of creation, in the name of
economic rationality; both in that it needs
minimal human labour, the factor which so
endears it to its fans on the Right, and in its
basic disregard for the continuation of
human life itself. The logic of techno-econ-
omic rationality simply eliminates human
beings from its calculations.

This Is no mere theoretical exercise. It's
packed with unpleasant detail concerning
the workings of the nucleur industry, much
taken direct from industry sources, none
of it likely to help you sleep at night.

Jack Murphy.

BOLETIN DE LA
COORDINADORA
ESTATALDE
Los
ESTIEADORES
PORTUARIOS

compulsory retirement of the oldest dockers

who would not be replaced and a 'five year’
employment plan whereby each Company
would adjust its labour force to local activity

As in the case of theCoordinadora there is a
problem as to how long such organisations
can last under present conditions. The ltal-
ian Cobas and the French drivers didn't
last long although such forms do keep re-
appearing. There is also a problem of false
liaisons, ones set up by the unions them-

selves or by leftists. Trotskyists are notor-

jous for this kind of infiltration and have
been responsible for turning these teniative
autonomous moves back into old forms of
opposition. And the State haz sometimes
used these coordinations to put pressure on

levels with redundant waorkers being paid up

10 18 months non-worked days by the State, the unions; modernise, or we will talk to

the others. The coordinations or, liaisons
have sometimes been more than ready to
lend themselves to this kind of manipulation
which pretends both sides have finally the
same interests.

The agreement is something like the Guar-
anteed Annual Income which stevedores
here negotiated in the 80s and was the price
paid in order to move the ports away from
the strong labour organisations in New York.
Essentiafly this would be a divide & rule
tactic and would aid the privatisation
of the ports, the goal of the Socialist Party.

Self-organisation is not a guestion of demo-
cratic fetishes; its anti-capital and anti-
hierarchial cantent is what is important.

Large assemblies took place in all the ports:
and while a majority of dockers have ap-
proved this agreement, there are really two
interpretations of the complex terms con-
tained within it and much is at stake - from
the side of capital a freer hand in organizing

labour, less work-time, and flexibility;
from the workers side a guaranteed income,
control over

the unemployment fund.

An article in La Estiba no.33 by a Barcelona
docker, Paco Aroca, criticises the Coordin-
adora for having made the agreement too
fast and without having consulted the
assemblies enough. In fact after 10 years of
isolation a long-lasting organisation like that
can easily degenerate inlo bureaucracy
and lose the original elan. The conflict
continues on the docks and in the openess
of the pages of La Estiba and the situation
at present is one of brewing conflict,

FESTIVAL OF PLAGIARISM
Transmission Gallery, 28 King St.,G1.

A poor videocopy of "Call it Sleep” by |saac
Cronin & an associate, didn't disguise an
essential weakness in a film essentially
translating the language of Debordist situat-
ionism into a documentary form, It also
seemed to overdwell on the importance of
Bolshevism & the Cadre mentality so that,
in the era of Gorbachov ‘Glasnost' in the
Soviet bloc, it almost sounded like a rework-
ing of the hysterical Right.

Far better was another video by the lale
Larry Law & 2 women 'presenters’ from the
Thames Valley mid B0s anarcho-sltuationist
sceng. The basic explanation of the histary &
logic of capitalism was clear & easy to digest
and some humourous visual clips were well
matched with accessible commentary.From
time to time, as with a clip from the "Aveng-
ers” Law's choice meant an over-extended

work-loads and control of

People mus!l ba conscious of what they are
doing for this content to win. If it turns out
that coordinations or llaisons merely prom-
ote passivily. if members merely vote on
their lzaders’ already formulated demands,
then these coordinations will not be by and
for themselves and will degenerate guickly
as yet another more modernised form of
brokerage in which wage earners participate
maore fully in theirown demise.

The proletariat, as negation, does not reform
Itself around the workplace but rather on the
social terrain as a whole. Therefore these
struggles will have to generalise beyond the
workplace inlo the streets, parks, day-care
centres, schools, hospitais etc,

Exchange et Movement is available from
BM Box 91, London WC1 N3XX, U.K. while
the Postal Strike pamphlet is available from
c/o TURC, Markhouse Road School Com-
plex, Markhouse Road, London, EI17.
The address of La Estiba's s OEPB, Calle
del Mar, 87, OB003 Barcelona, Spain.

|5y i“‘fz’[fw" P.M. [New York] D0

a dynamic interview & action format
Jim McFarlane.

The Festival of Plagiarism[£1.85 from Smile
BM Senior ,London WC1N 3XX) is a pamph-
let detalling the background organisation &
debates around the London Festival of
Plagiarism in February 1988, Supplemented
with articles on the same event published in
issues 5&6 of Variant Magazine(now again
trom 78 Carlisle 5t Glasgow G.22).This
provides the necessary documentation con-
sidering & reconsidering the efficacy of such
interventions. Also available from the same
address are the Art Strike Handbook and
Number 11 of Smile Magazine{30p + post)
which features more critigue of Specto-
situationism,Skinhead stories & radicality in
803 & later arts projects.

clip. Available through a Video coll in
London, this copy was made available by
Stewart Home as part of his contribution
to the Festival. See "Smile Issue 11" for
more of the background. A roughcut of the
Stop the City demonstration a few years back
finished us for video consumption. Some of
the footage did at least dispel some of my
preconcaptions about the event & present
the conflict of cultures (City/Anti-City) in

Motes on Class Struggle in the U.5.5.R.:
Subversion No.4. Very interesting history of
workers strikes,criminal behaviour and
resistance in the Labour camps in C20th
Russian Empire. Avoids Kronstadt fixation
and advances a somewhat limited critique of
the civil society as embraced by Soviet
oppositionists.c/o Raven Press, 75 Plcadilly,
Manchester M1 2BU.



up of incoming mail, although receipl of
American  magazines was plentiful in San
Fransiseo.

In "Europe Against the Current”, a combin-
ol publication stands, video, cxhiblilons
and discussion will have similarly stimulated
new  eontacts  in mid-Seplember, held in
Amsierdam.

SUBVERSION DISCUSSION PAPERS - No. 1
Capitalism and class struggle in USSR, 25p
plus post from Box W, c/o Raven Press, 75
Picadilly, Manchester M1 2BU.

FHE RED MENACE - A3 folded free news-
sheet with lelt communist articles. 3 issues so
_i’-._ur hax peluded World War 3, Satanic Verses,

chi Venesuala and other viol  areas
anabysed.  Donation o BM Wild, London,
WCIN 3XX.
NO RESERVATIONS llonsmg. Space and
siruggle. From I]m 4, 136 Kingsland

vl
High Street, London ES.

BULLETIN OF ANARCHIST RESEARCH - No.
16 with reviews of Assault on Culture & Deep
Ecology. From TV Cahill, Pelitics Dept.,
University of Lancaster, LA1 4YF £4[£3] sub.

BLACK CHIP (new series) - from Richard
Alexander, Cwm Gwen Hall, Pencader, Dyfed
SA30OHA.

WORKERS INFO. RAG - No. 5 from PM, C/o
Zamisdal Press, GPO Box 1255, Gracie Sm.,
New York, NY 10028, with donation.

BLACK EYE - No. 6, 51,50 magazine, eclectic
from 324 East 9th St., New York, NY 10009
USA.

BLACK WHEEL OF ANGER __ By Peter
Plate |& other poems/tales of revolt/city life].
Contact 537 Jones Street. 8456, San Fransisco,
CA 94102, USA.

COLLIDE-O-SCOPE Libertarian  marxist
magazine. Donation from 2140 Shattuck Ave.,
Box 2200, Berkeley, CA 34704, USA.

AGAINST SLEEP & NIGHTMARE - Post-
Ituationist cum lefi ist | person effort.
Includes the Spectacle’s Critique of the Spect-
acle, 58 sub. from PO Box 3303, Oakland CA,
94604,

Le Brise Glace no.2-3,5pring 1988 (25FF
from BP 214, 75623 Paris Cedex 12)is largely
devoted to two long articles. The first is a
critique of “democratism” discussing firstly
the position of law-based ‘rights’ between
capital and totalitarianism_ from the French
Revolution to Castoriadis and Lefort, & later
criticising radical calls for ‘direct democracy'
as supporting managerialism over action,
citing examples from recent workers'
struggles in France and Britain. The second
article is the initial part of an analysis
of the emergence of Zionism in relation to
the industrialisation of Europe: a simultan-
eous destruction and reinforcement of separ-
ate Jewish community which weakened the
classical workers' movement.

COUNTER INFORMATION nos. 22, 23 &
JUMRBO SIZE 24 (after slighe break for Fund-
raising) - Includes ‘Inside Info’ prisoners news.
Donations/ Stamps to P/h C.nfo., 11 Forth 5t.,
Edinburgh.

SOLIDARITY - No. 20/Spring 1989 with
article by Paul Anderson on CND decline. No
19 on Gorbachov's Reforms £6 sub. from 123
Lathom Rd., London, E6.

INTERROGATIONS (POUR LA COMMUN-
AUTE HUMAINE), - December 1988 issue,
Frenck & English editions. Includes Criligue
of ‘The Proletariat’. USA influenced anarchism
from 1.S, B:P:243, 75564 Paris Cedex 12,
[10F plus post].

GREEN PERSPECTIVES — Ne. 13, ‘Ideo-
logical Conflict in the German Greens' vs
Realo Yuppie voter appeal. 510 sub. [10 issues]
from PO Box 111 Burlington ¥T 05402 USA.

FIFTH ESTATE - Spring 1982 heralds Iiu
RETURN of the Son of Decp Ecology,
George Bradford [subtitled The Ethies nl'
Permanent Crisis & the Permanent Crisis i
Ethics]. Summer 1989 is more eclectic with
eoverage of China, India, West German
Autonomes, General Custer, The Bastille and
Detroit's Incinerator Protests, 57 sub, from
Box 02548 Detroit MI48202 USA.

ANARCHY: A Jowrnal of Desire Armed
Issues 17, 19, 20-21.  Like 5th Estate receives
an amring amount of correspondence and
generates debate, especially In the realm of
ideas about Technology, Sexuality, Ecology and
Spirmality. 17 & 18 feature a debate on
Luddism. 512 sub. worth checking out! From
C.A.L, P.0.B. 1446, Columbia, MO 65205-
1446 USA.

1gs & Short Reviews

Because of the closure of the Glasgow Bookshop
address we had used through to No. 6, the Post
Office refusing to forward mail from a *Pigeon-
hole’, and the possible failure of some Ex-
changes to notice the “lemporary suspension’ of
the Glasgow address, there has been a drying

An Endless adventure..an endless passion..
an endless banquest. A situationist Scrap-
bookipublished by Verso/ICA) is what it
says: a collection of scraps published in asso-
ciation with the recent exhibition on the
Situationists(sponsered by Beck's Bier).
An ineptly-edited version of Peter Wollen's
histarical article from the New Left Review
no.174 is the best thing in the book,which
otherwise avoids critical assessment, prefer-
ring contemplation of expulsion lists{a
maodern form of the prewar intelligentsia's
admiring glances towards Mussolini, Stalin
& Hitler 7).

EDINBURGH REVIEW no. 82 - from 22 George
Square, Edinburgh. £12 sub. Including select-
ive look at Leeds Libertarians in 1970's by Max
Farrar,

GLASGOW LIMBO (including a poem HERE
& NOW) - from Withers, 16 Belmont Cresc.,
Glasgow, G12 8EU.

GATEAVISTA (I'HL STREET PAPER) - an
alternative magazine in Norwegian.  From
Hjelmsgt 3, N-0355 ﬂ&lu 3. * foers ln trans-
late similar al in
other fan
Dutch ete. would be apprenalea-un a \oiunmw
basis,

DISSENT
Uk

IN THE UKRAINE:A collection of

with photo-reporis on recent mass movements.
From Ukrainian Press Agency, 78b Kensington
Park Rd.,London W11

‘SOCIALIST  MESSENGER®
ving of the Polish oppos-
Reveals conneetions with Lefi Labourism.
y The * Basement,92  Ladbroke Grove,
London W1

i‘]’% EULLETIN
N

ACROSS FRONTEIRS - Summer 1989 Vol 5
No.2 on Soviet Union, Poland and other East
European societies. [In depth coverage of
struggles around Perestrolka, Repression and
Nationalism. Sub 520 1.M.0.s and dollars only,
[:gx PO Box 2382, Berkeley, California 94702

ON GOGOL BOULEVARD - Vol. 2 Nos. 374 has
briefly surfaced from the columns of Torch
before future i in a C

ho-leftist publdi Very detailed

and
dynamic account of Pnllsl! Anarchism, by Bob
MeGlynn. 51 plus post from 151 First Ave., 62,
New York, NY 10003, USA. News from Soviet
Bloc mlumns in Tnn:h, PO Box 1288, New
York, NY 10116. 51.

DEMOLISH SERIOUSNESS!

We call on all theorists to pour coke on their word pro-
cessors and cease to think between January 3rd 1881 and
Thought is a virus let loose on

the world by a self-perpetuating elite in order to market
the paraphernalia of the thinker - books, papers, pens, art

September 31st 1994,

in the production of the ideology that producing ideology

films, word processors, whisiy...... [ntellectuals are the pet

gerbils of the bourgeoisie, fed and watered by them to
demonstrate their essential cuddlesomeness. Thought
creates the illusion that through activities that are actually
waste this civilisalion is in touch with a ‘higher logic'

a hat?

which gives meaning to its activities. To call one person

a ‘thinker! is to deny another the equal gift of cogitation;
thus the myth of originality becomes an ideological justi-
fication for the free market, mass culture and cancer.

We call on all cogltationalworkers to recognise the mater-
ialist account of the origins of thinking and admit their

1880=.

parasitic ontecedents in the traditions of monasticism.

As bodles surplus to production mediaeval, cogitational
workers were immured in the monasteries and employed

Karen Eliot.

o

was o a higher plane than producing food which in turn
provided the theoretical underpinning for the notion

that producing nothing was higher still. Only by breaking
[ree of the bounds of their social function and ceasing
thought aeltegether can cogitational workers hope to
contribute to the movement for humanimal liberation.

Thought - who needs it? We proclaim the Thought Mora-
torium - a tolal assault on rationality. Miliions of people
have had a wank without ever knowing what a syllagism
is, How can we think when some people don't even have

The Thought Maratorium will be lounched at The Festival
of Stupidity at Galleries far and wide (24th - 26th Dec,
Events already planned include short personal
statements of bewilderment by several passers-by. The
Festival will be immediately followed by a retrospective
exhibition at the [.C. A, entitled "Thought: was it?"

DESTROY THE TRADITIONS OF THE DEAD GENERATIONS!

Further Reading:? {
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