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Parents at Pilsen neighborhood school 
held a dramatic sit-in to defend a 
fieldhouse and valuable community center. 
The Whittier Parents Committee of the 
Whittier Dual Language School refused 
to leave the field house (la Casita) after 
learning of a plan to demolish the building 
and replace it with a private soccer 
field. Parents and teachers have been 
demanding a library for the schoolchildren 
for years. Chicago Public Schools and 
the City of Chicago first stonewalled the 
parents, then claimed the fieldhouse was 
unsafe and needed to come down. When 
construction fencing and a dumpster 
showed up on the Pilsen campus and 
the make-shift community center and 
meeting place was marked for destruction, 
the parents took matters into their own 
hands—refused to leave la Casita, hired 

an independent consultant who claimed 
only a new roof and minor repairs were 
required, and called on their neighbors to 
defend the building and create a library.

Four Star Anarchist Organization joined 
in supporting the demands of the Whittier 
Parents’ Committee

• Do not demolish the field house! 
Instead, use the same $354,000 
allocated to demolish the field house  
to remodel the building, expand  
the programs offered, and open a 
school library. 

• Work with parents and the local 
community instead of imposing a  
top-down vision for the school.

Many saw the soccer field plan as a 
possible land grab by the politically 
connected Cristo Rey Jesuit High 
School, a nearby private school, and 
even a prelude to permanently closing 
Whittier School.  The fight for Whittier is 
an important model of community self-
determination and defendse of a local 
public school against private interests. As 
anarchists, FSAO encourages the direct 
action, directly-democratic organizing, and 
mutual aid evident in this effort. Whittier is 
part of a surge in occupations and actions 
to demand a role in decisions on matters  
of housing, work and, especially, on 
behalf of much maligned public education. 
Locally, this struggle follows in the 
footsteps of the victorious Little Village 
Lawndale High School hunger strike of 
2001, where parents won a new school. 
Nationally, the Whittier struggle echos 
university occupations of 2008-2009 
in New York and across California. 
Internationally school occupations took 
place at the University of Puerto Rico in 
San Juan last April, and across Britain at 
the end of 2010. 

Victory at Whittier will depend on 
broadening the burgeoning movement, 
capitalizing on the weaknesses of the 
opposition and continuing to use direct 
action to leverage power. Negotiations 
about the future of the fieldhouse are 
ongoing. Find out more. Be involved. 

Contact the parents or Four Star.

www.saveourcenter.com or via Facebook 
"solidarity with whittier parents' struggle".

Leveling the Field  
at Whittier School

Film at Eleven
Anarchist groups and individuals 
from across Chicago are 
combining   their talent, energy 
and political punch to showcase 
anarchist presence in cinema. 
The Four Star Anarchist Organization 
is working with Wildfire Collective, 
Biblioteca Popular, Lucy Parsons Workers 
Center, Chicago Community Defense 
Project and Finding Our Roots to plan 

www.fourstaranarchist.org FourStarAnarchists@gmail.com

Collaborative Action  
Gets the Goods

Creative Problem 
Solving at Home  
and Work
The Lucy Parsons 
Workers’ Center 
(LPWC) is taking on 
boss and landlord 
issues through direct 
action casework.  

Negotiations can be backed up with a  
public campaign that includes direct  
confrontation with bosses and landlords, 
pickets, distribution of information to  
potential employees, business partners, 
and tenants. These activities influence 
bosses and landlords to return security 
deposits, maintain and repair apartment 
buildings and work facilities, pay stolen 
wages, return employees to work, and not 
behave these ways in the future.

It works! Recently, the LPWC chalked up 
their first win. A landlord-tenant dispute 
was successfully resolved using the  
Center's action plan. The landlord met all 
of the tenant’s demands, and has been 
served notice that slumlord behavior  
will not be tolerated. Lucy Center seeks 
more opportunities to confront economic 
injustice, and through collective action, win.

LPWC is a project founded by Four Star 
Anarchist Organization and run by the 
Industrial Workers of the World. 
312.772.3794 • LucyCenter@gmail.com 
www.lucycenter.org

this year’s three-day film festival 
weekend, scheduled for May 13, 14 
and 15 . As in previous years, the 
Chicago Anarchist Film Festival will 
present the works of filmmakers 

engaged in providing entertainment, 
documenting social change, and 

projecting a world that could be. 

Contact CAFF to get involved with planning 
for the  May 2011 event. 

ChicagoAnarchistFilmFest.com  
CAFF@riseup.net  



Black Flame
Four Star Anarchist Organization's  
Education Committee initiated the first in  
a series of reading discussion groups. The 
inaugeral book selection was Black Flame: 
The Revolutionary Politics of Anarchism 
and Syndicalism by Michael Schmidt and 
Lucien van der Walt. This book focuses  
on examining the class-struggle anarchist  
tradition, especially the theoretical, 
strategic, and tactical debates that have 
characterized the anarchist and syndical-
ist movements since the mid 19th century. 
What makes this book of particular value  
is the commitment by the authors to an 
international perspective, including infor-
mation on anarchist movements in Africa, 
Asia, and South America.

Discussion  
sessions,  
carried out  
over bubble tea 
and spring rolls, 
proved that 
Schmidt and 
van der Walt 
will not have  
the the final  
word on 
their subject. 
Opinion split 
on several key 

positions of the authors. If you would like to 
participate in upcoming education events, 
please introduce yourself to us by email 
at fourstaranarchists@gmail.com and we 
will add you to the invitation list. Include 
your name, neighborhood you live in,  
what projects and activities you have done, 
and your practical advice for an anarchist 
movement in Chicago. Suggestions for 
articles, essays, works of fiction are  
also welcome. 

Whose Bus? Our Bus?
Bus Cooperative Gets Rolling
The Chicago IWW and Little Village Envi-
ronmental Justice Organization (LVEJO) 
are working together to study and make 
viable a worker self-managed, community-
controlled transit cooperative to run bus 
service on 31st Street. The plan is to offer 
better service with a system owned by 
those who operate it, union-scale wages, 
and for less cost.  The co-op bus will set 
an example of workplace democracy and 
community accountability.

New developments like a high school and a 
shopping center mean increased demand 
for 31st Street transit service. Organizers 
and volunteers have mapped out a route 
to connect six community areas to three El 
Lines (Orange, Red, Green), Metra, parks, 
schools, a hospital and the lakefront. This 
will dramatically improve access to jobs, 
education, recreation, and provide traffic 
for local businesses.

No “pie-in-the-sky” daydream, this is a 
viable solution to long-standing service 
gaps. According to exiled Black Libera-
tion Army revolutionary Assata Shakur, 
“Dreams and reality are opposites. Action 
synthesizes them.” Action steps for the bus 
co-op include petition drives, recruiting 
support from Little Village Lawndale High 
School, Illinois Institute of Technology and 
the School of the Art Institute, persuad-
ing local businesses to contribute to the 
fundraising drive, secure TIF and other 
funding sources, plan events along the 
route to increase visibility of the campaign, 
get more people involved. Please get in 
touch if you can help petition, hold a meet-
ing, blog, take photos, make calls,  do art,  
have other ideas to help get bus rolling.

http://chicagoiww.wordpress.com/

www.fourstaranarchist.org FourStarAnarchists@gmail.com

Four Star Principles
The Four Star Anarchist Organization 
believes all people must have control over 
the basic conditions of their lives. Core 
values of cooperation, equality, and direct 
democracy guide our struggle toward a 
free society that transforms our relation-
ships with our neighborhoods, workplaces, 
culture, the world in which we live, and 
each other. Four Star Anarchist Orga-
nization (4*@O) began in 2008, when a 
group of anarchists decided it was time to 
recreate an organized anarcho-communist 
presence in Chicago.  

“Four Star” is a reference to the stars on 
the Chicago flag and indicates our inten-
tion to connect to local social struggles. 
We describe ourselves as an “anarchist 
organization” because we believe anar-
chist principles such as mutual aid, direct 
democracy, and direct action are effec-
tive when applied towards organizing and 
transforming social institutions.

Retreat! 
Like spring cleaning, only messier, Four 
Star members recently held their annual 
strategy planning retreat to set priorities 

and create an action plan timeline. The 
end result was a renewed focus on building 
Four Star as an organization, creating and 
participating in key projects, establishing 
goals with measurable outcomes, and ar-
ticulating the group's politics and positions. 
The key areas of work identified at the 
retreat are Lucy Parsons Workers Center, 
the 31st Street Bus Route, work with Whit-
tier School Parents Committee, networking 
(through work with the Chicago Anarchist 
Film Festival and Class Struggle Anarchist 
Communist groups), and the development 
of internal and popular events.

Victory 
Round Up
Revolution is everywhere. 
Well, anywhere there is 
dial-up, wi-fi or twitter, 
social media is the new 

soapbox and Wikileaks is the new bullhorn. 
Activists are moving from on-line to in-the-
streets and back. The UK, Iran, Tunisia, 
Egypt, and even Wisconsin are just a  
few recent examples of world wide web re-
sources being used to coordinate protests, 
evade authorities and spread the message 
of rebellion to the whole wide world. 

December 2010
Militant feminists attacked the home of 
anti-choice patriarch Joe Scheidler on 
the north side of Chicago. He deserved 
it. Scheidler is the National Director of the 
Pro-Life Action League, an anti-choice 
group based in Chicago, and has been 
called "the father of pro-life activism". A 
message delivered to this Clueless Joe (by 
way of a rock thrown through his window) 
read "we are crazy feminist bitches who 
will destroy your sexist ideas".

October 2010
SouthSide ARA confronted anti-immigrant, 
racist filmmakers and their subject at the 
Chicago International Film Festival. The 
festival organizers awarded The Min-
utemen, a documentary about vigilante 
groups patrolling along California’s border 
with Mexico, a Siver Hugo award and 
invited the producers and one of their 
subjects, Robert ‘Lil Dog’ Crooks to attend. 
ARA also showed up and shutdown the 
Q&A session, egged Crooks, and shit-pied 
one of the producers. More about it at 
www.southsideara.blogspot.com


