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In September 1985, Boris Dumont was
arrested at a police checkpoint whilst in
possession of subversive literature. He was
arrested for the robbery of a security guard
whilst attempting to raise funds for further
political activities. Boris’ own story tells of his
youth, gradual politicisation, and the decision
to become a fully fledged revolutionary. Step
by step the story builds up to his arrest and
attempted escape from prison...............
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“We only had a screwdriver and a pair of
scissors to dig through a two and a half
inch wall. It was completely crazy......"

FORTHCOMING TITLES FROM

BLACK ECONOMY BOOKS
v

ROBERT TAYLOR “PISSING IN THE SAME POT”
JOHN DILLINGER “EAT MY DUST



"} op 0} ou Hse 0} Jybu esem sepeIwoo
Aw yey pue By o o} Injesn eq UED |18l Ul ueum Ixe) € Jey) Jooxd 1seq ey} 8q ||m
¥ JeBuans by 0} 10 eiBBnys 1o uiof o} eidoed Bwos pee| Ued JopOOG S J 1SEB| 1Y
"quioq B UBY) J0W SPNY 18}
UeyuM |jom & sewnewog "wejsks ey) jsuebe syyBnoy) pue sbunum ino yum by Auo
UED oM ‘as0wAue saojoppy pue sund ‘squiog ‘souq ywm 1By |ued em esinod j “episul
oy woy yoeq by o) eyqrssod s s, Jey) 'Aressecsu i ‘NOA moys | 18p00q S JO
Buipess ay | "skem uasajp u) waysAs ey 1ybnoj Buiney Joj jref ut mou ase sn jo ewog
"BJBJ{oM UOWIWOO JO) WaYsAS [B100S [Ba) B LD POSEq 8q [|w By} PUOM ainyry Buses ay
Bunuem pue senweus ewes ey Bugyby ‘SeUBUORNIOAR] ||B B1,8M MOU ‘JEjIEW | USeOop |
nq BunoX esem em ueym seousuedxe BuIES By ||e 8ARY | upIP em sdewey ‘eseymiiens
pue esey ‘s1eujo Auew jo Aojs ey} osfe s,11 Inq (s Jo peuspoys) Aois Aw s jepooq
s1y "suoseas pool eney Aey esneeq s op SBPRILOD Ji INq AI0}S SIY) BUM O} jnjesn
TEUl S11 1BY) YUIL L,UOD | *} BUOP ©A,| SBPBILLIOO BLUOS J0 jsenbes By} Lo Inq 1pjoog & yons
8juM 0} GOy} JaABU | PUE JBIUM E SE JjesAw PesepIsucd JeAsu | jey; Aes o} ey p|
*SUOIOB aInjn)
20 esexd ‘ised ey Ut ew ym ParAU! SepRILIND Psjoxd o peBueyo useq eey seweu
8y Jo ewos yBnoy) Lojs umo Aw eie pue enu ese jopooq siy ul uayum sBuiy ey v

SHewsy

SH008 AWONOD3 XOv1d
16J0BJBYI S,]1 JO BWOS ABME UBXE] BABY Pinom A181Ue 18))00q 8y} ejumal 0]
1ey Jje) em jusixe 86.e) B 0] PBIOBLICO SBM IX8) 8L IS|IUM ‘JOB) Siy) O} 8np eJe Jewweb ul
ssoue Aue os Joyine ey jo ebenbue) jsiy ey jou s) ysybug Jey) Jequewal esesd ‘g'N
-edeose Jo eouByd JNO pessiw
8M UOSEBY) SIY J0 8sNeJBq pue wejsAs eu Yy jeswiy Guipss Aq sn pekeneq ey esnedsq
puom ey ur prejseq 1seB6iq ey) s,0ym uoaBid-j00is ey 0} PejEIPep |us! 180G SIL |
“uip ey} u1 Bip 0} eAey 8m j1 ueAs*1WOPBBJ} N0 puy 0} edoy
s s,8104) 8sNE3AQ Jy6Y INO U YIIB) BY) BSO| JOABU JSILW BUO ‘SN JO PIBY S Ji UBAT
“aw Buipoddns suoyeziuebio
pue edoed ey (e 0} pue 18A0 pom ey wsieusdwi jo syrel ey} ut pevosudw s MOd pue
sseuosud (eaniod ey) jle o} ‘s1ejyBiy ssero Bunpom B ||e 0} PejedIPep S118pI0q Si |

uopedipag

£661 INOWNA SIHOY
J"SJ8Yj0 puesnoy) e umg—_—ﬂ ISiyoseuy ue jo §—I eyj,

ujm o] Gupydl4

NIM QU ONLLHOIA

0t

(ysiuedg Jo youeu ‘ysiBug vl poddns jo sieye| pues esesyy)

“wribjag

'SIBIBA 008Y

‘Asney p eesney) |8
‘s18u8N 8D LoSLy

seyepueyy efeg g ywowng suog ‘e|Bbnus ey u el pue A0
iSTVF LSITVIHIJWI NI GINVHS SIAVHINOD TTV HLIM ALIHYAINOS*
IDNILOIY ? ONILNOHS
‘ONIAHL ‘ONILHOIS dOLS HIAIN"IHOI4 HNO 40 AHOLOIA JHL HOJ*
ISV LSITVIH3dWI 40 NOILONHL1S3A 3HL HOJ*
iS3SSV10 ANV LNOHLIM 3dOHN3 V HOJ*
ISIATISHNO AdINN S.1371%*
"sN Jo s8U0 sexesm ey} Buikonsep esojeq
SN 8PIAID 0} SWIE Jey)} SBLjUN0o Wejsee euy ul Aoewexdns jsijeuedu jsurede JyBy o)-woy
21100 am AQuUnod YaIYM Jeyew ou-saajesno Ajiun o) eaey em siejyBy Areuognionss sy
‘uoisoddo jsureBe vorssasdas uevEYEI0} JO LOREOYILN BBNY € puE ‘Uoissaxddo jsije
-uadul ey} ‘edain3 ul 6PEOBD JXBU BU) LI 8q [|IM JBYM JO ped se Boej [Bas S) SMOyS wnif
-jeg ul wejsAs enrssaides-ooniod ey} elow eouQ) (Aiessedeu sueal |je AQ pue ‘ewl ey)
Ile ‘aseymAione senupuoo eiB0NAS ey (818D LUOP M NG ‘JuN AUNoes WNLIXEW © 8|
Buiyiawos u) mou 81,0M pue ‘jeo Jwewysiund e uj peoeyd UBBq A,8m 8deIse N0 J04

INOW SHOY




BORIS DUMONT

Table of contents:
1: From cradle to Anarchy
2: From Anarchy to Anarchism
3: From the theory to the practice
4. From September '84 to September ‘85
5: From 4th Seplember, 1985 to the trial
6: From the trial to the ‘come back’ into the struggle
7: From my arival to “Digging in the dirt...."
8: Digging in the dirt
9: Belgian jails

10: “Never stop”

Thanks

Thanks to David, Debby, Chris and Jason for having corrected this text that was surely
full of mistakes; thanks to Serge for having dug with me and for still being present when
it's hard for me; thanks to all the others that | can't mention here because the list is really
too long but you may all be sure that, even if | don't mention you here, you're all present
in my heart. Thanks. Thanks also to you who have bought this booklet, all the benefits of
the sale will be for the ABC (Anarchist Black Cross) and will help comrades to continue
all the things they do to support class struggle prisoners.

Contact Addresses:

Boris Dumont, Prison de Verviers, 81 Chaussee d’Heusy, 4800 Verviers, Belgium
‘Taking Liberties’ / London ABC, c/o 121 Bookshop, 121 Railton Road, London SE24,
England

Manchester ABC, Box 8, 1 Newton Street, Piccadilly, Manchester, M1 1HW, England

FIGHTING TO WIN
“Never Stop”.

This is the text of a letter that appeared in ‘Taking Liberties’ number 10, Spring 1993.

“Before talking about our personal situation and about the situation of other Belgian
prisoners it is better to explain briefly the situation in our country so that people might
have a better understanding.

1992 has been the year of increasing repression inside and outside the jails; of course
this repression isn't new but this time it is really worse than before. This is because of
some events that occurred last summer especially. It is not our intention to analyze these
events but rather to look closer at the consequences of one of them.

During the summer of '32, two young people aged about 25 savagely killed a young
man and his girlfriend (after raping her). These two murderers also commitied several
attacks in the country. One of these criminals had been on parole for a few months and
the other one was on a ‘one day out of jail’ (sort of day release).

The violence of the murders and attacks they committed were highly covered by the
media at the time. For example, a petition was created by the victims' parents and friends,
a petition that received more than 300,000 signatures and was sent to parfiament. All this
had immediate consequences- an incredible hardening of the public’s opinion of Belgian
prisons and inmates. The ‘logical’ result of this hardening of public opinion is actually felt
in all the Belgian jails by an almost systematical denial of all the requests for parole and
‘one day out’. This abstraction of liberties provokes in the prisoners’ families and in the
jail population some big deceptions and breaks all hope for any anticipated releases. The
effect of such a situation is defined by an increasing ‘electricity in the air’ of all the jails,
where many inmates, sentenced to life or to 10, 15, or 20 years are framed.

The situation is really bad for most prisoners; some of them get depressed or try to
commit suicide, some others try fo escape......and it is in this special political context that
we want to talk now about the last events that occurred to us. .

During the month of December we decided to assert and to define our political militance
in a new way. As revolutionaries we decided to stop according the little trust that re-
mained in us to the diverse frames of the system ruling the Belgian jails. This new defini-
tion of our militance has been, firstly, fo plan an escape, and secondly the willing of a
total struggle against the government’s repressive institutions.

We won't explain the details of our escape that failed after more than a month of dig-
ging a hole with sweat and blood, but we would like to give some info about our actual
situation.

We've been inside for 7 and a half years and 12 years respectively, which means that,
theoretically we both could have been paroled many months ago; many years in Serge's
case. In the first case as in the second, nothing has been given to us yet, neither a ‘one
day out’ nor parole! Al is always refused. We don't deny the facts why we are in jail as
well as the reasons why we have been framed. We strongly protest against the length of
this. Normally ( but what's ‘normal’ here?) jail is said to be expiatory (we wonder howl),
but here it's becoming eliminative!
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BORIS DUMONT

2: From anarchy to Anarchism

Al the age of 13 | was still at school but | began to differentiate myself from all the other
pupils; | began to let my hair grow, to wear an eaming and a black leather jacket and also
at this time | began to smoke a bit of ganja and to try other drugs such as mushrooms,
LSD efc.

Nowadays, when | look back at this period of my life | consider it was the first kind of
rebellion against my parent's world; a world that was indeed too square for me.

Itwas the year 1977- ‘the Punk year' but | never considered myself as a punk, besides
punks only appeared in Belgium 2 or 3 years after. | never considered myself - even
actually- as being the 'member’ of a fashion movement such as mods or rockers,
headbangers, etc., I'm what | am and that's more than enough(!) but if people need to be
members of a fashion movement it's their own choice and | respect their choice as long
as they'll respect mine.

From '77 to '79 my hair grew, | tasted more and more different drugs (but I've never
been addicted to one) and | began to listen to French rock bands such as ‘Trust’, ‘Tele-
phone’, etc... all those bands had lyrics that helped me to open my eyes on society’s
problems (police oppression, conflict with parents,..) those bands were in France and
Belgium what ‘The Clash’ and ‘The Sex Pistols’ have been in England. During those
years | was still at school, where | had good results and no one expected what was
happening in my brain at this time | read lots of history books at this period of my life - I've
always been fond of history- and those books leamed me many things about the succes-
sive revolutions in Europe, about the World War Two and about all social conflicts in
men’s history. | became a bit more aware of all the inequalities in the society; of all the
atrocities committed by the Nazis and of the rightness of the revolutions. | slowly became
a revolutionary but | didn't know it yet, all | knew was that | was disgusted by my parent's
world that | considered as a rotten one; | was searching for something different but | had
no idea about what | was looking for....

From '79 to '80 | continued to take drugs, most of the time with Stephan, a friend that
was at the same school as me but was one year older than | was. We usually spent our
weekends at his parents home because they were out most of the time, it was at his
parents house that we both began to search around for something to do, something
different than taking drugs and listening to music, but there's so many things to do when
you're 15 or 16 and when you hate the society, the school, the cops...We didn't know it,
but we began it!

We began to steal records - it was easier than to buy them-; to smash bourgeois cars
with bricks during the night; to paint “Anarchy” on police stations and police cars and to
do many other little funny things such as these ones (at this time it was more a game for
us than a political action and that's quite normal, we were only 15 (me) and 16 (Stephan)
s0....
That's also at that time that we began to have more and more problems with our
parents and with our teachers. We quickly began to be bored of all that and we left school

4
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8: Digging In The Dirt.

In September 1992 | met Serge in jail. He had been inside for more than 12 years, and
me a little more than seven and we both quickly realized that we were revolutionaries and
that we had the same idea- to get out of this jailll! Until December we fried to find the best
way fo escape, and after hours of discussions we decided to dig a hole in the wall of my
cell. The hole was to be behind a broad cupboard and covered by a white poster- incred-
ible but true!

We had an advantage, which was that | had the last cell on the wing, furthest from the
screws office on that wing. On the other hand we had a big problem, which was that
Serge and | were not in the same celll | was with a guy about 30 years of age, sentenced
to life for murder, and six years into his sentence. We had no other choice than to take
him apart and to ask him what he thought of an escape.

Obviously, and according to him he was interested in the escape, even telling us that
he'd tried twice but failed. As for Serge, he had tried twice and succeeded, unfortunately
being caught a few months later. The wing we were on a this time was special in that the
cell doors were open for 3 hours per day to allow prisoners to watch TV or to play cards
in the corridor of the unit. This meant that we had 3 hours each day in which to dig. One
of us would stay in the corridor to avoid and to prevent other prisoners and screws from
interrupting the other two from digging. We only had a screwdriver and a pair of scissors
fo dig through a two and a half inch wall. It was completely crazy and a Titans' job, but we
decided to start digging in the middle of December so as to be out by the end of the year
or a few days before. At first we had to pull out all the plaster from the wall so as to see the
bricks and to see how to dig. The amount of dust in the cell is incredible when you pull
the plaster out!

The next days we continued to dig, and sometimes it look us more than a day- 3 hours
at a time- to pull out only one brick. | never thought that a wall could be so tough! Day
after day we began to have a real hole in the wall. It was much harder than we had
expected and we soon realized that it would take us longer to get out, perhaps into the
first few weeks of January 93. We had a real hole, that is a fact, but we also had more
problems with the dust and the waste bricks etc. We used to throw the dust through he
window and keep the bricks under our beds. That may seem mad, but the best hidden
things are the ones you don't hide, it's strange but true.

We continued to work and all went as expected, but the only thing we had not thought
of was the dirtiness of such work! It makes so much dirt and dust that we had to clean the
cell every day after the digging, and for that we lost half an hour each day. At the same
time that we were digging, we made contacts with comrades on the outside to wait for us
when the day will come. Everything was OK, we had false police cards, even one from
the secret service! This was to avoid police controls within the first few hours of escape.
We also had some money and phone cards, it was all very well prepared....

On 15 January we saw the light from outside through the hole. With just a litle more
work we would be out. We were so excited that it was impossible for both of us to sleep

‘\‘ _‘w‘
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BORIS DUMONT

myself an Anarchist, fighting for Anarchism and social change and no more for anarchy newspapers from France and even Belgium.

that leads only to social disorder and not to a classless society aiming for common wel- In reading those newspapers | found that Thiemry has been found dead in Amsterdam
fare.

(Holland), from an overdose of heroin. That news upset me because when | was free, |
never saw him using hard drugs...Nowadays I'm sure some bastard was responsible for
his ‘suicide’ as he was so opposed to the use of hard drugs, | just can't believe he died of
an overdose, it is impossible for me to believe that.

| also leamed that three of us were in jail in France, with life sentences for an amed
robbery in which someone was killed. | never received news of the fourth; | don't even
know if he is still alive, although | strongly hope he is. Perhaps he is on the run, perhaps
fighting in another country... perhaps in jail...| don't know but | hope he is still alive, and
that we'll again one day, because he was a good comrade and a brave fighter.

I realized that our group now belonged to the past and if wanted to continue the struggle
| would have to make new contacts.

Little by little | gained contacts with anarchists in France an Belgium; they were too
‘soft’ for me and | soon left them, they were good writers, good speakers but, even in their
words were not supporters of ‘direct action’ as away to fight, but were supporters of ‘soft
written actions' which lead nowhere according to me.

The friend staying in the cell with me has been paroled and now | am alone, with just
my girlfriend to comfort me, but she has nothing to do with politics and could not help me
make contacts. Anyway, | never lost my faith to find new ones and to be able to fight back

| was just beginning to make new contacts in France (good ones), when | was moved
again! This time | was moved to Mons where | spent a more than three months in the
punishment wing. My last move was to the jail of Verviers in the early 1990's, where | still

. reside as | type thesa lines.

FIGHTING 1O WIN
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BORIS DUMONT

others but we didn't wait to find out. | didn't realize the danger at the moment of the
shooling and | was afraid to get hit but after the shooting | needed some hours and a
bottle to recover from it!

That's something | established for any kind of action, I'm still a bit anxious before hand
but during | become self controlled and that goes for most of the comrades | know. As far
as I'm concemed that's always after the action, when all is done and I'm back in safety.
Then | need a certain time to calm down, and | usually smoke a joint and after that I'm
ox.__Ea_omm;s:3§§§%Bﬁ%§_a§sr§néo§2£3
of drug after Stephan’s accident. Sometimes I'd take a Quaalude to help me sleep, espe-
cially since I'm in jail because sometimes it's really hard for me to sleep.

FIGHTING TO WIN

zations so as to compromise nobody. Perhaps that seems like paranoia, but two precau-
ions are better than one. | stayed at the ‘C’ wing for all the months before my trial, which
began on 16 November 1987.

One day-I don't remember when exactly-there has been a huge riot at the jail. All the
wing has been destroyed in a night, the riot beginning because some inmates stole keys
from the screws and then opened all the cell doors. Some screws were taken as hos-
tages but the ‘hit squad’ of the police has stopped the riot after a few hours. Everybody
has been savagely beaten by the hit squad, even older prisoners, some over 60 years of
age!

The next day some rioters were moved to other jails (worse than Forest). Obviously
_.<o§=328:§5§23§_§u§§2§§§8§§.§§
been sent to different jails of the country so as to separate us, and as far as | was con-
cemed | was sent to Gand in the north of the country. This was a Flemish jail and | didn'
speak Dutch enough to understand the screws, it was a mad situation. Anyway, the direc-
tor understood French, and upon my arival at the jail | told him that | considered that
there was no reason for me to be there. There was no reason for this punishment and |
intended going on a hunger strike to protest against this arbitrary security punishment. |
was immediately thrown into a dark cell, and tied to the bed with chains, which were
impossible to move. Once again | was beaten savagely, this time by five screws-the
Smsam.sa_oﬂug._oéao_edaiaoﬂ.ae___ﬁuga_osac&._nn«&._sa
-Q_u3;§§§§§=§8§8§88r§_i§§&!
out all the food. Those 13 days were extremely difficult to live through, it had become
totally crazy!

There are no words to explain what it feels like to be tied for over 300 hours without the
possibility of moving an arm or a leg. Fortunately, after those 13 days they decided to
sent me back where | came from, to Forest in Brussels. After | came back to Forest |
knew the date of my trial, and spent all the time before it dedicated to reading my file,
1900 pages! | wanted to be as well prepared as possible to face the court, and to know as
well as they did all the pieces of this file, all the papers included in it, all the declarations,
depositions of witnesses etc.
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BORIS DUMONT

replace the thunderflashes with hand grenades- only one émployee was slightly injured
by the iron marbles. This action received a little attention in the press, with the reasons
for the action, which is what we wanted.

Some months later in the early days of 1985 | decided to attack a cash carier in order
o steal the money he was camying. This money must be used to buy weapons and
malerial for the struggle. This action did not seem difficult, and the guy wasn't carrying
any weapon with him so | decided to do the action alone.

It was approximately 5.30pm and it was nearly night time (in January it gets dark
outside at about Spm). | decided to take a commando knife in place of my gun ‘cause it
would be a lot quieter if something was to occur. | had no intention to kill him, but just
wanted the money and 10 run away. Besides that it was not his own money, but bosses
money, so | did not consider it to be an anti-social action, it was political. For me it's not a
crime fo steal bosses money, but a way to raise funds for the struggle. Unfortunately the
guy did not see things the same way as | did and he tried to take the knife out of my hands
rather than giving me the money. | had no other choice than to fight with him, and left him
on the ground with deadly wounds (I thought he was dead). | took the money and left him
in a pool of blood.

| went back to my apartment (the amount of money from the robbery was quite high.
about 5,000 francs) but | was completely upset by what had occurred. Why did he defend
the bosses money so hard? | had no intention of killing or wounding him, and he was
dead (that's what | thought). | couldn't actually understand his reaction and | was really
sorry for what had happened, but ‘that's life". | had no remorse because in a way | consid-
ered it o be his fault if he was now in a wheel chair for the rest of his life. He didn't have
lo defend the money in the way that he did, he was paid to carry the money and not to
defend it, which is why he had no weapon with him. And to risk his life for it!

During the next months we made contacts to buy weapons and material; 2 pistols, a
shotgun, dynamite, and lots of ammo for the weapons. With the rest of the money we
bought a ‘second hand' car, some smoke bombs and many other little things that could
be useful for future actions. We had lots of ideas for our future actions, but I'l let you
guess what one can do with such materiall

From January to September we prepared ourselves for further actions and we were
determined as never before. We began to think of more and more violent actions, and we
were really well organized. We had all the material one could dream of when your not 21
yet.

At the same time the police were after me though | did not know it. The cash carrier
was not dead and he gave a description of me to the cops. The description was quite
good and the bastards were searching for me. Of course, they didn't have my name and
address but they did have a really accurate drawing of me done by a professional de-
signer in the criminal brigade. They also had a good description of the clothes that | wore
during the action.

Months past and life continued without any problems, the action being a bad memory
for me. and | had other things to think about. In August | had an appointment with a
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comrade who gave me four photocopied books of the SDRA (Belgian army secret ser-
vice) that | had to bring in September to a comrade in Holland. These books explained
how to destroy bridges, houses etc. using explosives, and one of the copies was for our
group. This would be very useful to us.

I went back to the apartment where | lived with my girlfriend and put the book in the
cellar along with part of the explosives and my pistol. The other weapons were at Thiemry's
apartment, and most of the dynamite was at our comrade’s houses. On the 3rd of Sep-
tember 1985 | spent the night (my last one) making love with my girlfriend. At 6pm | left
the house to go 1o the railway station o take a train to Holland, where | had to see the guy
to give him the three books.

My train was at 7.40am, and at 7.20 the police began to check everyone......shitl, | had
the books with me and the pistol was at home. | tried to stay as cool as possible, waiting
fo be controlled as everyone was. When my tum came, one of the cops recognized me
from the drawing, and three of them were on me immediately; making it impossible for
me to run away or to do anything.

They handcuffed me and | was savagely beaten because | was shouting lots of insults
at them. They brought me out of the station and pushed me into a police car, taking me o
the central police station in Brussels, 1st district criminal brigade - a band of thugs in
uniform!

It was the 4th of September 1985, 8am, and it was raining outside. | wasn't 21 yet, and
had no real idea of what to expect, though | quickly understood that my situation was not
atall brilliant. | remember that day as if it were yesterday, and | will never forget that rotten
day in 20 years. i's my worst remembrance- quite normal eh?



