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We all know what's happening. The NUS has called its arjnual ;
demonstration today just like it has done every single year since 1997 - with
the exception of course of 2011, probably the only year when such an event -
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Education system in this country. Disaffiliation from the NUS is no longer the
idle talk of university union hacks but instead an increasingly evident

necessity for the advancement of any collective demands we may have
around fees, debt, rent and work.

That is not to say the money has run out, on the contrary.
abundance of resources and technologies sloshing aroun’d the
yvor!d’s coffers that could provide for human requirements. Work
instead functions under this system as political technique and is not
born of economic necessity. The university has become a debt
factory, training debtors to find meaningless work in order for them
to pay off a debt which they have earned in training for that same
meaningless job. Austerity is capitalism, our debt is necessary, but
only for their profits - the work on offer for us is a debt repaymént

plan and our education is an expensive skills worksh
Sy shop for future

there is an

Students elsewhere have rejected these outdated models of
representation, choosing instead to organise themselves before proceeding
to win their numerous demands, the most recent example of this being
Classe in Quebec.
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We stand where we are and while the vantage point does not seem f :
advantageous, it could not be any other way. We need to get serious I
because when we say ‘no future’ we mean it; not as hopeless nihilism, butA v
rather as the purest expression of our desire for the real movement to abolish
the present state of things.

i
The NUS, for its part, is content supporting this illusion with
‘workplace skills’ and ‘employability’ initiatives promoting the lie that
somehow ‘everyone’ can come top of the pile of 100+ applications
for each job if we ‘all’ just get the right skills. Sending its members
off into the economy to fight against one another like rats in a
sack. Some perverse game of chance on a sinking ship with no
prizes for anyone. Some Union. s

We must utterly reject any idea that the NUS is an institution with
student interests at its heart and must instead begin to organise how
we fight back. As a first step we believe democratic institutions of
education are essential, namely ones that are not geared towards
the debt economy and run by financial managers. As such we have
some suggestive demands, a bare minimum - you will also have
your own demands no doubt. Take the following points then to be
the initiation of a discussion:

Given the way society is currently structured it is correct to say that a publicly
funded and free higher education system as well as public pensions and
indeed the NHS are indeed unaffordable. The ‘compromise’ and ‘consensus’;
of the post-war welfare state was a historical blip, an anomaly - it can no ]
longer be afforded if the present system is to remain.

The survival of this system relies on the very real immiseration of
millions, as indeed it always has done. People increasingly resorting to
food banks to survive, 90 homes per day being repossessed, people dying
from their illnesses after being declared fit to work after an ATOS disability
assessment, mass homeiessness, crumbling elderly care homes, police
repression, riots, debt, mental iliness, depression, addiction and suicide.
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