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CARL HARP
MURDERED

CARL HARP, AN ANARCHIST
PRISONER WAS MURDERED IN
HIS CELL AT THE WASHINGTON
STATE PENITENTIARY ON 5TH
SEPTEMBER. THREE WEEKS
PREVIOUSLY CARL WAS MADE
AWARE OF A CONTRACT OUT ON
HIS LIFE.

Harp made moves, distriut=-
ing an open letter exposing
the contract and checking
into protective custody
because he was too tired
after all these years of
fighting back, to adequately
protect himself. A week
after entering protective
custody he felt confident
enough to be released back
into the general prison

population. He was found dead

with his wrists slashed and
hung by a telephone wire.

Here are some of the facts
so far:

1. The cause of death has
not yet been assessed.

2. No explanation has been
given as to how his wrists
were slashed.

3. Both his close friend
and his wife who saw the
suicide note declared it a
fake.

4, All who knew Carl Harp
were aware of his ability
to stay balanced. he had a
lust for life.

5. On his last wvisit on
28th August he was looking
forward to the future.

6. Carl died alone. He had
vowed that if ever he would
give it all up and commit
suicide he'd take a pig
with him.

Carl Harp was born in Van
couver, Washington, in
1949. He went to prison

for the first time at 15.
By the time he was 23 he
had been round the world
three times, been in 5 more
prisons in Mexico and Wash-
ington, spent time in Viet-
nam and had become a junky
who kicked the habit.

At the age of 23 he was
convicted and sentenced to
four consecutive life terms
for murder and rape. The
history of the trial and
proceedings clearly show he
was railroaded by a State
that needed a conviction,
after blowing its case
against the gquilty party.
Harp, enraged at his con-
victions, decided to fight
back.

He evolved through constant
and often intense struggle
with the state into a rev-
olutionary anarchist. He
developed remarkable skills
to not only sustain his
strength in the fight but
also enhance his love of
life.
by the state because of his
effectiveness confronting
authority and educating
others.

He was hated and feared

While many inmates would
try to do "easy time", Carl
never took life for granted.
He did his time by churning
out letters and articles

to the outside, launching
suits against the prison,
helping other prisoners,
painting and drawing, and
reading and discussing pol-
itical theory. He particip-
ated in the intense strikes
and rebellions Walla Walla
prisoners waged against their
captors; co-founded the
Anarchist Black Dragon Coll-
ective - an undergound pol-
itical group inside, and
their publication, which is
still continuing, the An-
archist Black Dragon.

Two years ago, Harp and two
others seized the Classif-
ication Building and took
ten staff hostages to force
publicity and action on the
dire lack of justice and
human rights prisoners face.
Harp refused to plead quilty
demanding a public political
trial. He was then viciously
beaten and raped with a riot
baton by guards. After spend
ing two weeks in hosptial,
he was transferred to San
Quentin, were he was told he
would be killed. News of

his beating and transfer was
publicized by outside supp-
ortors and he launched

suits seeking damages and a
return to Walla walla.

What followed was a slow
parade of victories. Last
year a judge declared Walla
Walla "cruel and unusual”.

G

Wishing to avoid being put
on trial again the state
dropped the hostage charges
against Harp. Then he was
awarded $7,000 for being
illigaly kept in segregatior
for 14 months. He then won
his transfer back to Walla
Walla recently and was prep-
aring to go further, when
the pigs killed him.

"D" IS FOR DARING. THAT'S
WHAT IT TAKES TO BE FREE.
. ...CARL HARP.
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ihe three prison officers
responsible for kicking and
beating to death Barry Prosser
in a strip cell of Winson
Green's hospital wing (see
last issue) were set free on
30 September at their com-

Price, Jackson, & Smith.

mittal hearing by Birmingham
stipendary magistrate Fred-
erick Hatchard.

the next day a spokesman for
the Director of Public Pros-
ecutions said, "As far as we
are concerned the matter is
closed."”

The white-wash verdict was
anticipated by a prisoner in
Winson Green. On 27 sept.,
Michael Waite (24), serving
life for armed robbery, att-
acked two screws and climbed
onto the prisom roof in
protest at Prosser's murder.
Prisoners in Long Lartin have
also been refusing food and
prison labour in protest.

Barry Prosser was being held
on remand for medical reports
for the terrible crime of
damaging a door handle when he
was murdered...his killers,

charged with murder, were given

bail and sent on fully paid

leave. Now they are free. The
true nature of British justice
could not be made any plainer!
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Bl ntH FlnG they had failed to detect the
Vol.VI/No.9 Nov.21. commission of any act which

. " o s might have justified arrests.
THE DETENTION OF JOSE ROS PO The instigators of the operation
Orgcm Of 'l'he AﬂCﬂ'ChlSi' BICICk CrOSS AND LUIS ANDRES EDO. obviously thought that they

might be able to extract state-

At a time when the Calvo Sotelo ments from one of those involved
STATE OF PLAY AT 20TH AUGUST 81. All right, stop grovelling, government is stepping up the in the group arrested in Valencia.
e you can read my copy of BLACK pressure on the French socialist And so this unleashed the arrests
s : FLAG, but next time SUBSCRIBE! government to grant the extra- in Barcelona. When the implemen-
Printing costs paid to date ~ dition of the Basque activists in  tation of the Anti-Terrorist Law
325.00 detention in France, and purpots and interrogations under threat
gantig §9.00 to be doing so out of a concern and maltreatment failed to
) d Eﬁr the ;ney Sgan;sh deﬁgcraci", prngce gnzzhing, the aushurizies
) e courts 1in ain continue to mobilise eir propaganda an
Stationery 20.50 furnish proofs EF their arbit- set to work to pgrt?ag the anar-
S e rariness and political discrim- chists as having connections
TOTAL SPENT 434.50 ination. woth the alleged culprits in the
) cas f n Jose Marques.
Sales received 253,47 The continuing detention of e LR 1
Subg* 24.00 comrades Jose Ros Ponce and Luis Thus the preparations for the
. Andres Edo constiutes today one hearing in Barcelona have con-
TOTAL IN —TT T of the most flagrant examples of tinued. Since October 1980 com-
% that. Not just because the ret- rades Jose Ros and lLuis Edo
LOSS : £157.03 ention of the pair in custody re-  have been kept in prison - the
_— = presents a brazen violation of other four comrades having since

magistrates' rules, as wekl as of peep peleased. As the police

deficit carried forward 3519.73 the Constitution iteelf, but.alse  frams.gp hes-fatled they haue

but help us keep ourselves because the "grounds" cited by had to rely on the co-operation
TOTAL DEFICIT £3676.7¢  bureaucracy-free by paying or the judge to justify his 11ni_ . Of the judge: and today the in-
cancelling.... in their case throws }nto relie transigent attitude of Judge Flors
the political and police chic- Maties is the keystone to the
*Donations: London: OC £2; JG £2; SOLIDARITY/MUTUAL AID FUND anery of which these two lib- operation mounted against Ros and

ertarian comrades have been the

PT £5. Essex: DAJ £3; Cork: RC Edo, since only this intransigence

—Z bduitiod i/h £40.52. Dons: Guam S.S. victims. i i3

210, Stoker JG.£2. TotaliJ£28.  gu1.90.  Lotidéhs BB Fl0.09. Let us examine the facts. In TETme e Toe ity SR iy
Mary B £2; K.B. £2. the wake of the arrest of four

pay. ax fock 13 pontripbens or,  Totals £37518 young anarchists in Valencia

artists or they would all have [the police charged that“they

starved long ago.....yet if The larger ﬂm?Uﬂt§ repre§ent belong?d to a so-called "armed

only everyone who received the regular contributions which anarchist gang"] agents of the

Flag would pay for it (or say mount up. We are appreciative Barcelona Regional Intelligence

they didn't want it) we'd almost tqa of the large amounts sent Squad proceeded to arrest twelve

be a viable proposition..... direct to some of the addresses people in Barcelona. These arr-

notwithstanding the deficit we which we publish from time to ests were justified by references

carry around like an albatross. time. It is hoped to make a to the items discovered in several

We accept the blame for not report on comrades in prison in homes that had been searched.

sending out reminders of subs Spain and elsewhere in our next Those items were: 124 blank

(one day we'll work it all out) issue. National Identity Cards; 63 for-

eign identity cards; 1 Swiss

MA RTIN PA GE ANARCHO-QUIZ driving licence; 2 counterfeit,
S blank, Spanish passporti;mi Sorgeq
WE REGRET TO REPORT THE DEATH OF identity cards: 1 .44 ' ez
OUR COMRADE MARTIN PAGE, ACTIVE | 1.  What could still be lying ?;3”%;:5;119;3? TP ZO e photo: Luis Edo
IN THE LONDON ANARCHIST MOVEMENT | in the mud of the river Thames at | | " g
SINCE THE SIXTIFS. ALWAYS SELF-| Wapping - perhaps just opposite manual" on the forgery of The first attempt to implicate
EFFACING AND MODEST, MARTIN WAS to the new Autonomy Club? documents and assembly of ex- Ros and Edo in "the crime of coll
THE BACKBONE OF MANY DEMONSTRAT- plosives and a complete dossier  ghoration with armed gangs" failed.
IONS AND PROTESTS, AND HE WAS 2o In 1952 plans were revealed | ON the buildings of Fuerza Nueva g5 did the second attempt to
THE SORT OF PERSON WHO THouGH HE | showing the possibilty on the in Catalonia.[Fuerza Nueva is a charge them with an alleged scheme
NEVER GETS THE LIMELIGHT, IS Zenith and other systems for scram ilght-wlng organisation]. Among to attack the premises of Fuerza
ALWAYS THERE TO KEEP THE SHOW bling radio and TV signals, which he twelve people arrested were Nueva. Lately an attempt is
COING. could be unscrambled at the recep several militants from the CNT being made to "pin on them" own-
tion point on payment, thus making | in Catalonia including Luis Edo, ership fo certain forged docum-
MARTIN WAS THE SECRETARY OF THE "subscription" broadecasting Jose Ros, Galo Sanchez, Lourdes ents, discovered in the course
OLD LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP, AND possible. Why was the idea con- Martinez, Pilar Polo, Immaculada  of the house searches.
HELPED THE WORK OF THE ANARCHIST | sidered favourable for TV but Ventura LicoeESSEE st Briones.
BLACK CROSS AND WAS A VIGOROUS opposed vehemently by vested in- : Following international
ANTI- NUKE CAMPAIGNER. WE ARE terests to this day as regards One weok IMERESSMNIEhS (Peoaence protest,gboth are now free.
THE POORER FOR HIS PASSING. radio? O he o W SVl | e 19 once wors Emcretuty
governor and other officials from of the CNT in Uatatenis.
THE HULL GROUP HAVE TAKEN OVER % What dishonest trick, the state, the authorities held The trial willbe dater:...
THE SECRETARIAT OF THE NORTH EAST involving force and fraud, was a press conference in whlch.they
ANARCHIST FEDERATION; ANYONE used to raise money for building a??ounced ?he grrests'anﬂ, N arn
WANTING TO CONTACT THEM CAN WRITE the Mansion House in the City of effort to J"'SF”‘Y their "anarchism i e CECTN
equals terrorism" equation, they SCCIALIST BOOK FAIR
c/o 5 DE GREY STREET, HULL - OR London, where, among other aff- dded that theUitias ted "th
CALL TN. - e ea it Rael o adde a ey had arreste e . .
g P o Nenee and SLate, alleged culprits of the outrage Friday 6th Nov
Lord Mayor dispenses "justice"? which cost the life of Don Jose 12.30pm to 6.30pm
H ok Kk o ok ok ok ook ok ok ok o sk ok o ok ok 4 tow did-Michasl Collihe Mstause" altholiah & did Sah”day‘?ﬂ1NCN CLENFUEGUS
"ANARCHY" No,32 now on sale. : . quoe_ although they dlid eny 11.00am to 5.00: S
War in Irelaéd- Frihh o soribke become leader of the Irish rev- that these were “two'terrorlst ‘%Hffw ané
in Bnglish jaiis- ) et olution during the first World groups unconnected with each Camden Town Hail 5uﬂ}K FLAG
Caleifins & Plah Hereiar:3e War (gccordlng to De Valera)? other". This press conference Euston Road stall.
pages of fun. Froiie ané How did De Valera rise to pre- ended around 1 pm and at 1.45 pm London NW1
faiming contéversg. £1.60 for eminence after (accordiqg to Fhe twelve detainees were produced
4 issues from Anarchy Mag, 37a Michael Collins) and which of LR SIME . EE o remapd toazing, R s 2 R
Srasrenot Avenue . Lonichiss them had the last laugh? Half of them,lthat is, 6 of the
! twelve, were instantly released
D4 It is often said that without charges being preferred.
during the Spanish revolution and without
"even the prostitutes"collectiv-
ised the brothels in Barcelona. For a-long, long time the agents
True or false? of the Regional Intelligence
: . Squad (and most especially the
6. How Q1d an Irish Govern- "No 4 Group") had been attempting
ment deal with a mass hunger to ensare these comrades in a
strike of all the Irish Repub- police operation, all to no
lican prisoners? avail. Despite over 4 years

of the strict st surveillence -
answers on page page 2 —_




*We live in extremely diificult,
extremely interesting times, but
if we are going to have a country
which is liveable and bearable we
must overcome these differences."
(Commander Fairbairn, police
chief of Lambeth district,
GUARDIAN 25/7/81).

~ ™mese differences", the riots

that hit Brixton, Toxteth and the
inner-city areas in other English
towns during the spring and
summer , go towards making the
most politically unstable
situation that we have seen
here since the war. This is

The friendly British bobby:
"eyening all....”

THE
COST

OF
LIVING

lurch too far in any one pol-
itical direction could utter-
ly transform the situation

in this country overnight.
Ten years ago —faced with the
Industrial Relations Act and
much less than one million
unemployed, with a police
force that had only begun to
arm and equip itself for
counter-insurgency operations
and an army that still had
ten years experience in North
ern Ireland in front of it -

there was widespread and org-
anised resistance. The an-
archist movement re-discover-

not to say that the Revolutioned the old maxim of "if you

is upon us, but many of us
thought it was ten years ago
when there was much less
likelihood of it. Governments
are well aware of the dangers
inherent in a class divided
society, and their police
chiefs, like Fairbairn,see
the implications of the build
up in social tensions clearer
than most people. Their job
is to protect the established
order from attack. Without
making a battle-~royal out of
a whiff of grapeshot, the
fact needs to be faced: one

want peace, prepare for war"
(and in most respects was
probably betterprepared to
defend itself than now!) and
a section of it put the
slogan to the test under the
umbrella name of the 'ANGRY
BRIGADE' ....Today = with
45,000 people in prison and
three million unemeployed,
with the increased power of
the state and growth in state

security and the deliberate
confrontation policies of
the Conservative government-

the breakdown in consensus in
all areas of daily life and
the increased alienation of
people from the processes of
decision making have begun

to explode into the sphere of
violent protest.

When someone goes berserk in
their private life and sudd-
enly begins breaking up the
furniture or attacking people
(or seeking escape through
drink or drug addiction) we
don't applaud and shout for
more, but see it as a problem
that has causes and requires
solutions. Irrational behav-
iour only appears as such be-
cause an explanation is not
readily apparent; it is not
to say that there is no ex-
planation. None of us exists
in a social vacuum. If our
actions are intolerable, it
is a fair bet that they are
the result of an intolerable
situation. If we wish to
understand the recent riots
and draw the necessary con-
clusions, then the mindless
sloganising of "Berlin,
Belfast, Brixton..." should
be knocked on the head and
some attempt at considering
their real implications made.
People are not moved to the
sort of drastic action, like
the Toxteth riots (or social
revolution for that matter)
without something being very
wrong in society. If we want
revolution it is not out of
any abstract dilitantism or
love of chaos, but because
one is needed - it is the onl
answer to deeply rooted soc#*
ial injustices. A drastic,
violent, complete overturn

of the political and econ-
omic system is the only cure
for an intolerable way of
life that is incapable of
reform. People are frighten-
ed, angry, frustrated, des-
perate. The feeling of pow-
erlessness pervades every

aspect of life.

Revolution is the outcome of
economic, psychological and
moral causes beyond the com-
prehension of those who def-
end the established order.

It is the eternal illusion of

the ruling class to think
they can remove the effects
without getting rid of the
causes. Hessletine visiting
Toxteth is just about on the
same level of understanding
as the little Dutch boy hold
ing his finger in the dam.
No amount of wallpapering
over the cracks will avail
when the walls themselves

have long since caved in.

The government's attempts to
reduce social protest to the
level of "public order" is
the same counter-insurgency
strategy which has been tried
and failed in Northern Ire-
land over the past 12 years.

Rioting in the street is

not revolution - but it

could be a prelude to it.
These could be the first
skirmishes in a civil war -

a CLASS war. Insurrection is
not exactly the same thing as
revolution. Insurrection is
a rebellion, largely uncon-
scious of where it is going.
For it to grow into a social
revolution the the revolt has
to be imbued with a moral
strength. The authority of
the state has to cease being
a living principle. The
consent of those over whom it
rules has to be replaced by

a creative desire to destroy
what is and replace it with
something new and better.
People need to see clearly
what is wrong and who is to
blame. And they need to
know what to do about putting
it right.

At the moment the riots are
like a great iceburg being
swept blindly along on the
current. They may run
aground or melt back into
the flow of history. It is
a minor tragedy that they
have so far only lashed
through poor, run-down
Yworking class areas of the
inner cities, instead of
taking the destruction and
violence to where it
belongs...to the corridors
of Whitehall and the multi-
national corporations.

It is a major human tragedy
that the riots have happened
at all. When people finally
overthrow this violent system
and reorganise society on
co-operative principles,
there will be no more need
for rioting.

Henry Black.

LESS VIOLENT THAN STARVING

Immediately the riots began, a
few months ago, the police were
quick to blame anarchists and

the media put it out that it was
something inspired by us. "Black
Flag" was as usual blamed, yet so
far were we from having started
off the riots, lack of fore -
knowledge prevented any mention
in our last issue!l

The conspiracy-mongers had a

fi. .d day almost as enjoyable for
them in their way as the rioters
smashing up Marks & Sparks and
Tesco's had in theirs. The
.police theory aired in the London
Evening Standard was that it was
all a ploy by four masked men on
motor cycles (whatever happened

to them?). But that is not to
overlook the police's other
fancy theories e.g. that it was
all organised by the talian Red
Brigades, which vied with the
Daily Mail's Russian diplomat
that it was all the fault of
putting back the school summer
examinations too soon. The
police pushed the outside agitat-
ors theory until it burst at the
seam.

But the Conspiracy Theory could
not stand up to the facts which
stood out literally in black

and white. This was a popular
explosion and to those who

woul put down the events because
they happened in Toxteth or

Bristol should not overllok the
fact that more force and more
people was involved, though
without any fatalities, than was
involved in the fall of the
Bastille or the Boston Tea Party
or the storming of the Winter
Palace.

Had Thatcher's Britain been as
centralised and concentrated as
the Tsar's Russia, its power would
have collapsed under such
pressure as this summer's rioting;
but it isn't.

That the riots were spontaneous
is certain; but it sp .rang out
of deep rooted causes. On the one
hand the black youth finds itself

frustrated by lack of money more
than by unemployment. They know
how to enjoy themselves - they
lack a lot of chances because they
haven't the cash because they
haven't the work. They have been
harassed by the police and been
made the subject of direct attack
by the fascist groups, who obtain
their recruits by provocative
marches consisting of a few bully
boys surrounded by hundreds of
police. It is these police march-
es that have ddded most to the
provocation. Nobody would object
to fascist marches, if only they
dared make them; it would give an
opportunity to people to demon-
strate their attitude to fascism

- what they object to is the police
presence.

cont'd over page 3



ANARCHIST CLUBS

The opening of a new Anarchist
club Tthe Autonomy Centre at
Wapping in London] is more than
an occasion for self-congrat-
ulation - though it certainly
isn't every day that it happens.
Jhere has in fact not been one
in this country since we had
to close down the old centre
at Haverstock Hill (apart from
the Centro Iberico squat in
Notting Hill). It is a time
for appraisal of the purpose
and aim of an Anarchist club,
and its role in the past and
for the future. Whether or
not these aims are achieved

by the present Autonomy
Centre(or the projected
Birmingham one) the estab-
lishment of a social centre
must needs be a key factor

in achieving a libertarian
movement.

In the early days of the
worker's movement, it was a
revelation how all branches

of what could have been the
nuclei of a future society
sprang up. Producers' and
consumers' co-operatives,
_community efforts such as
bakeries, trade unions, lib-
raries, cultural centres.

In all of them - except in the
creation of a political side -
reformers, radicals, socialists,
Marxists, Amarchists, Republicans
advocates«of women's suffrage,
co-operated. It was only when
political socialism took prec-
edence over everything else

and divided the movement that
everything but that fell apart
or altered course. The trade
unions fossilised, the co-op
degenerated into a chain store
with a democratic constitution,
the other collectives for the
most part vanashied, the workers

clubs became drinking clubs,
indistinguishable from any other.
With the rise of the Communist
Party bitter divisions were set
in between sections of the
socialist movement while the
rise of State Socialism generally
brought about the decay of the
whole workers' network. The
middle class took over the role
of socialist leaders and event-
ually the Labour Party slid into
the present era of backroom pol-
ities.

Yet that is not to condemn what
it all was in its day, it is
merely to mourn its passing. The
newer left has over the past few
years built up a network of soc-
ial activity and particular int-
erest: whether this is a new move
ment or the shepherding of those
who still believe in social
change into a special ghetto is

a matter for debate. The Anarch-
ist nucleus needs to look outwards
and certainly for its militants
to break away from - and its
passive supporters to break out
of - the limited and limiting
ambiance built up by the package
deal left with its prescribed
causes and built-in prejudices
and tot al isolation from the
community the more it describes
itself as community politics.

In the thirties there was a
theory put forward (which then
seemed fantastic) that the battle
for the future was between tot-
alitarianism on the one hand -
with centralism and direction
part of the inevitable economic
life of any country - and
anarchism fighting a losing rear-
guard action on the other. But,
it was said hopefully, if we
could not avoid totalitarianism
(and economically we have it as

much in the democratic capit-
alist countries as in the state
socialist ones) we could at
least settle for anarchism in

our leisure time, i.e. the state
had our working lives but could
leave us the rest of our time.

We did not need to be regimented
from cradle to grave in our lives
outside the workplace, and maybe
here, it was said, the anarchists
had their opportuntiy. A neo-ane
archism has made this its credo
and "dropping out" by any rate
for a given period (youth or
weekends) became a cult. This
overlooks the fact that total-
itarianism in crisis always has
need to assert itself over
private living, but our own

views on that are well known. It
is important all the same that
libertarian influence has been
spread by music or through
breakaway forms of social living,
which gives us a new dimension

to the anarchist nucleus.

The role of a club should be to
provide a platform for all these
diverse social elements - not nec
essarily at the same time - and
to integrate anarchistic activit-
ies with the rest of the comm-
unity, without do-gooding domine
ance via rate or state grants,
funding itself and acting as a
springboard from which other
clubs can grow.

Ultimately, such clubs can grow
into or foster labour halls.

The labour halls of the Labour/TU
movement have just decayed into
fusty committee rooms. Ideally,
a labour hall is the nuclems of a
labour movement (which does not
have to be state socialist) where

people come to exchange jobs nad

“them, to organise their
activities at work and make it
possible to go from one industry
to another; where collectives and
co-operative ventures can be
formed out of a pool of diver-

It needed only a few incidents to
explode, for the police to be out-
numbered and run away, for the
whole cauldron to boil over, first
in Bristol, then in Brixton, and
then all over. Attacks were made
on stores that displayed the loot
capitalist society has to offer
everyone, but not them.

On the other hand, it should not
be forgotten that a vast section
of the working class have cond-
itions equal to the black youth.
There is a white youth sub-prol-
etariat, equally deprived of the
means to enjoy life, similarly
discriminated against in employ-
ment. A lot of the workers dis-
placed from normal work or decent
housing have turned to the anti-
black feelings peddled by the
fascist yroups as an outlet -
because no revolutionary movement
exists; because the student-
inspired left always falls back
to boost the Labour Party; because
their ideology and natural phil-
osophy has been filched from them
by the middle-class and they have
none other to come up with at the
moment.

But the sound of tinkling glass
ended a lot of that race-feeling.
Bowdlerising the protest song -

it was 'black and white together
everything for free' - the shop
windows were smashed and there was
no racial division when it came

to handing out the goods!

0f course
But it is the most militant

This isn't revolution.
not.

way of getting reforms that exists.

For years the Government has been
talking about deprived cities,
alienated youth, the nmew slums,
inner city decay...suddenly it

became real and showed the gap in
the Welfare state. More than any-
thing it showed the Thirties are
dead, and how encouraging that is
to veteran workers...In the Thirt-
ies there was much more privation
and deprivation, there was actual
starvation. The response was a
cup of tea and an asprin. The

response today is to heave a brick.

That is a lot less violent than
meekly starving.

These riots were the writing on
the wall. But the writing on the
wall doesn't mean necessarily
that capitalism and the State are
finished.
ary backlash is not just increased
police repression. It is also
increased criminal backlash; the
get-rich-quick element among the
business-criminal fraternity
cashing-in on popular protest,
turning a significant movement
into the side-streets of gangster
enterprise with the escalation
between fascists (white and black)
assaulting everyone of a different
race, more for personal gain than
for even what they suppose to be
the public good.

It is this element that supplies
the informers for the police,
which encourages the gangsters
because they want to criminalise
what there is of the working class

The counter -revolution-

revolutionary movement. The tot-
alitarian Right is over anxious
to provide a "Belfast" solution
to Britain's problems; it must be
significant that they got in
return a "Belfast" response.

Albert Meltzer

July 6,
to fire the Ferret type of CS gas

Policeman with shotgun used

cartridge. John Sturrock (Network)

sified labour just as can strike
committees or support units.
This means a whole new libertar-
ian labour movement. Is it im-
possible to achieve? Given the
will and determination of only a
few people - and such a move-
ment is self-powering - it

could be achieved in a matter of

months.

"Hurrah for Anarchy!'", that

was the cry of the Birmingham
anarchist Christopher Davis on
27 January 1893, when he was
committed for trial before the
Birmingham stipendary magistrate,
charged with breaking the window
of a jewellers shop with bricks
wrapped in copies of the "Walsall
Anarchist" and scattering the
contents of the window into the
street.

Davis, a brickmaker and gasworker
had been deeply involved in the
unemployed agitation in Birming=
ham. The message of his one man
riot was clearly understood.

An epidemic of window smashing
followed. And Davis underscored
the point at his trial: "If the
whole army of unemployed workmen
who had assembled outside the
Council House during the month
of January to demand work had
gone and done in a body what I
have done alone, it would have
had more effect on society than
all the agitation in the world."
He appealed to the jury not to
bring in any verdict at all and
to walk out of the court, and
finished, "Long live Ravechol!
Long live the Walsall Anarchists!
Anarchists!" The judge replied by
sentencing him to 15 months
hard labour...

A group of us have decided to
take up Christopher Davis cry of
"Hurrah for Anarchy" by attempt-
ing to establish an Anarchist
Centre in Birmingham. Our aim is
to provide a focus for libert-
arian activity; somewhere anar=
chists can meet regulary and
find support. We hope to encou~
rage the growth of a network

of anarchist clubs around the
country; a return to the trad-
itional libertarian idea of a
decentralised club movement,
based firmly in the local
community.

As a stepping stone to obt-
aining our own premises, we

are organising a series of
meetings, discos, benefit
concerts, and other fund-raising
events. We want to stimulate
both interest in the centre

and also serve as a spring=
board to local activity. Already
we have raised £800. The ANARCHY
CLUB is a reality. All this
project needs to succeed is YOUR
participation and support. Join
the Anarchy Club now! Annual
membership is open to all who
agree with our aims, and costs
£10 waged, £5 unwaged (easy
terms available for anyone on
the dole). Cheques should be



LOW-GRADE INTELLIGENCE

In June 1978 police raided

a house in Highbury, North
London. They battered down
the door with a sledge-
hammer, ripped up floor
boards,siezed three photo-
graph albums, and questioned
the occupants about faces in the
the

the occupants (a young couple
and their two young children)
at gunpoint about faces in
the photos, associations, etc.
The raid was one of many
carried out in London and
around the country during

the "Persons Unknown'" case.
The photos taken away by the

police in this raid belonaed
to our cartoonist Phil Ruff,
then in Gartree gaol serving
a 7 year, prison sentence. Phil
was not involved in the "Persons
Unknown" case (he was in prison
throughout the period of the
alleged conspiracy and the
subsequeant investigations and
trial). He has never been
guestioned in relation to it, a
IC any charges
relating to it have ever been
made to him.

made out to THE CHRISTOPHER
DAVIS APPRECIATION SOCIETY.

We meet every Friday, 7.30
upstairs in the White Lion pub,
Horse Fair, Birmingham B1. Get
to know us there or come to our
autumn programe of events:

22 Oct. Video showing of two
documentary films on THE ANGRY
BRIGADE and PERSONS UNKNOWN.
Introduced by Iris Mills and
Ronan Bennett. 7.30, at the

New Inn pub, Moseley Rd.,B,ham
B13. Addmission, 50p to members,
75p non-members.

29 Oct. Fund-raising disco in

aid of the Anarchy Club. Upst-
airs at the New Inn, Moseley.

Addmission 75p to members, £1

to naon-members.

12 Nov. Fund-raising disco at
the New Inn, Moseley. Addmission
as above.

Write for more details of these
and other mind-bending eventsto
Christopher Davis Appreciation
Society, c/o the Peace Centre,
18 Moor St., Ringway, B,ham B4.
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Leeds Anarchist Centre.

Comrades in the North are
exploring the possibility of
getting an anarchist centre
off the ground in Leeds.
Anyone intrested in helping

or knowing more should contact

Adrian by phoning (Leeds) 786-
2195

R i R R R SV VRV vy

The The excuse made by the pol-
ice to Phil s soliciter for
siezing the photo albums was
that they were needed as evi-
dence in the "Persons Unknown"
case. The albums contained
pictures of some of the defend-
ents. But they were never used
in evidence. Those against

whom they were supposed to be
used in evidence were acquitted.
Three years after they had been
siezed, the albums were finaly
handed over to Phil s solicitor.
What purpose had they served?
On inspecting thenreturned
albums it was very obvious

that 19 photographs were still
missing...19 white spaces bore
witness to their removal! No
mention of the 19 missing photos
were made by the police when
they returned the albums. Why?
One of the missing photos showed
Stuart Christie and Albert
Meltzer at a public meeting

in the Conway Hall! Are the
police so desperate for a picture
of Christie that they have to
steal one? They would do better
to look in the Radio Times!

What reason can the police
have for handing back these
albums but slyly keeping 19
up their sleeves, without a
word to their owner or his
solicitor? Low-grade intelli-
gence gathering is getting
pretty low!

Christie & Meltzer at the
Conway Hall: WANTED BY POLICE!
(Just the photo...)
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ITS NOT ALWAYS THE MILKMAN HERE
EITHER. ..

Once again, this time using the
excuse of the then coming Royal
Wedding, extreme Right Wing
elements within the police used
the occassion to launch an attack
on the Anarchist movement. The
"Anti®" terrorist squad raided
houses in the Leeds area, in one
case also raiding and searching
the house of a neighbour who had
the temerity to come out and see
what a posse of armed police with
their guns trained on the raided
house was doing. From three
different addresses three men
were taken - for no other reason
than their political opinions

made them suspect. Perfectly

legal printed material was taken,
nothing relating to arms was found
the people concerned were harassed
and held in cells, without any
charge being made - while the
regular police denied knowledge oOf
their whereabouts.
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The control of the political
police by right wing subversive
forces is the most perilous
situation Britain has faced on

its road to dictatorship. The only

"allegations" against those held
that seem to have been made is
that one went to Dublin - it
seems nowadays that anything
Irish is suspect...and that they
were Anarchists - therefore it
was more than likely that they
were going *o blow up the royal
couple - a way of thinking which
reveals the fascist mentality
of those making the allegations.

Being held under the PTA no

compensation is possible for their

2% days detention....but this
type of kidnapping should be made
widely known. The PTA is being
used .as freely as SUS. We
repeat, yet one more time, that
nothing like this is used against
the fascist elements who are
maiming, murdering and burning.
Only against those who spread
libertarian propaganda.

In another action the Leeds com-
rades have been fined £40 each,
for selling libertarian liter-
ature, including Black Flag.

Yet streetsellers have the law
with them - the law of colportage
was designed to allow street
sellers of dissenting literature
to sell freely. No licence for
selling papers is possible -
unlike any other commodity-
precisely because it is perfectly
legal. Magistrates simply ignore
the law.
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The Italian Connection.

Our comrade Patricia Giambi
was caught up in police charge
near her Brixton home on

11 April and charged with
having an offensive weapon
and using threatening behav-
iour and words. Her situation
was similar to hundreds of ot
others, police accusations
resting on contradictory
identification evidence in
what was a crowded, nariow,
unlit street.

The police jumped at the chance
to trot out their conspiracy

theories when they found
Patricia was an anarchist,
foreign, and living in the
same house as someone else
they had arrested that night
on whom they held a political
file. The role attributed to
Patricia was that of the
Italian connection. Police,
in court and through the press,
have made repeated references
and innuendos about alleged
international terror links,
Red Brigades, and so on.

Since her arrest she was given
bail, and granted her passport
to visit her sick father in
Italy. She returned early in
September to face trial, and now
finds herself serving a sentence
of 28 days in Holloway, facing
deportation. This as a result of
being found guilty of threat-
enening behaviour under Section
5 of the Public Order Act.

When the deportation order
was contested by her barrister,
police overtly reinterpreted

EEC law by saying that she was
not a bona fide worker (this
expression does not appear in
the act), or student, and
therefore could benefit from
no rights. Patricia has been
working for over four months
and studying at Westminster
College in the evenings.

She was also at one time part
of the libert arian book
collective at the Railton

Road bookshop. This was
presented by police as further
evidence as to why she should
be deported.

put we are glad to report
that as we go to press, the
=ppeal against deportation

nas been successul. 1t would
have been on ominous precedent
if deportation "for possession
of anmarchimt literature" had
been 4liiowed to zo through.

REVOLUTIoNARY
HAS A DMTY -re
SuBSCRIBE
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"Instead of criminalisation we
should talk about political
genocide..." (Red Brigades).

B f

The Long Kesh hunger strike is not
an isolated phenomenon, nor is ‘it
merely resistance to bad prison
conditions. Unless it is viewed
against the background of 12
years' armed resistance to
British imperialism and the es-
istence of the 'Orange' state
(which has raised religious and
political sectarianism to the
level of an institution) then it
will remain devoid of real sig-
nificance. The prisoners
struggle inside is a continuation
of their struggle outside. Their
resort to hunger strike has the
same motivation as the actions

of the RAF prisoners in West
Germany:

"Disarmed, imprisoned and isol-
ated as we are, the hunger strike
is the only possibility left to
us whereby we can employ our
physical and mental abilitites
and our identity as human beings
to see that the stone which the
state has raised against us will
fall back on its own feet".

TO STRUGGLE IS TO TURN WEAKNESS
INTO STRENGTH."

(RAF hunger strike declaration,
Sept 1974).

The 'Political status' of im-
prisoned guerillas (whose actions
are defined as 'criminal'), though

officially disavowed by the state

is actually recognised in practice.
By making claim to being at war
with the state, they are singled
out for special treatment ("emerg-
ency" legislation, special holding
~ powers, special interrogations,
‘special juryless courts, special
prisons, longer sentences):
criminals yes, but special
criminals! Their identity is what
interests the state above all else.
Their different treatment in all
its stages aims at one thing: to
liquidate that identity. It is
this struggle to assert their pol
itical identity in the face of
repression (as the only means to
go on fighting) which is at the
centre of the Republican hunger
strike. Political status is not
an aim in itself, but a battle to
be won in a political war. In
denying this political dimension
to the struggle, the state seeks
to destroy it.

"The British government are res-
ponsible for the hunger strikes
in Long Kesh. The ending of
special cateqory status was a
political tactic used by the
British governemnt in its
attempt to criminalise the rep-
ublican attack on British imp-
erialism in Ireland."

The existence of special legis-
lation, special courts and

Bobby Sands,
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T0 BE POLITICAL

special interrogation, plus the
British administration's refusal
to acknowledge a special category
of prisoners,all contribute to
the placing of responsibility on
thatadministrations shoulders."

(Statement of the H-Block

“prisoners, 4th July)i s

The experts in counter-insurgency
reduce collective action to the
sum of individual disorders in
behaviour, separating them from
each other and from their pol-
itical motivation: thus attempt-
ing to deny their actions any
meaning. Criminalising and
psychologising them to destroy
them.

The imprisoned members of various
German and Italian guerilla move-
ments have been divided in their

attempts towards a special cat-
egory of 'political' prisoners.
In Spain the politicals have
always been treated as such,
usually meaning their being sing-
led out for worse treatment, but
with the implicit acknowledgement
by theprison authorities that
they are not 'common' criminals.
But the anarchist prisoners,
whilst accepting what amounts to
political status, have never
looked down on the ordinary pris-
oners. The prisons were amongst
the first targets for disgust to
be pulle d down during the Spanish

Francis Hughes,

Raymond McCreesh,

Revolution of 1936. The prisoners
thus freed were welcomed with

open arms into the anarchist
militia columns to take up the
fight against fascism. Today,

the anarchists are the only pol-

itical grouping to fully support
and participate in the struggles

tr mq$ﬁ1nnr soners in
'Bﬁﬁ”g}? ' "e"ﬁé’%ﬁ%;hdﬁgér" strikes
have always aimed at breaking the
isolation of the political pris-
oners by demanding equal treat-
ment with the ordinary prison-
ers, and integration back into the
main prison population away from
the isolation of the 'dead units'.
Where this has not been granted,
they have demanded to be put into
assocaiation within the units in
bigger groups (not less than 15).
They have done their utmost to
politicise the ordinary prisoners
with whom they have come into:
contact and to encourage them to
challenge their position and fight
for better prison donditions.

The Irish prisoners in English
gaols have taken a similar line of
action - dictated by the fact that
they are in a minority within the
prisons - and recognised in

common struggle an identity of
interest between themselves and
the other prisoners(contributing
greatly to the radicalisation of

the prison struggle in the process).

This has been done without aban-
oning their demands to be rec-
ognised as political prisoners of

Patsy O'Hara,

"~ "ring-leaders"

war. The practice of solidarity
does not demand that individuals
or groups lose sight of their
political identity. Prison res-
istance has repeatedly united

republicans, anarchists, marxist-

leninists, politicised and non-
politicised prisoners, black and
white together in action. The
politicals are rarely the 'leaders
of prison resistance as some

would claim for them outside -or
as the prison authorities main-
tain, blinkered by the common
authoritarian belief in the con-
spiracy theoryof history, the

- but they can be
the yeast in a goodbrew. For this
they pay a high price: repeated
long periods insolitary, continual
'ghostings' from one prison to
another without warning and

heavy losses of remission.

Political staus in everything
except name effectively exists in
thelrish Republic. In the North
of Ireland (where it was only
withdrawn in 1976, and where pris
oners convicted of "terrorist"
offences beforethat date still
have "special category status")
the situation is complicated by
the existence of political
sectarianism. As the H-Block
prisoners pointed out in their
statement of 4th July:

"It is unrealistic to expect loy-
alists and republicansto integrate
satisfactorily togehter. Forced
integration, or the deliberate
creation of a confrontation bet-
ween those who bear arms in res-
pcet of their highly conflict-
ing political ideologies is

wrong and can only lead to
tiouble.”

ihough there have been isclated
examples of inter-sect solidarity
they are the exception to the
rule. The UDA deserted their own
prisoners rather than be seen to
support the demand for political
status, which it and the other
Loyalist organisations view as
onlyfurthering the aims of the
IRA. When the loyalist prisoners
staged their 'five-day wonder'

of joining the first hunger
strike for political staus, it
was because they imagined a settle
ment to be imminent and wanted a
piece of whatever was up for
grabs. They jumped off the band-
wagon as quickly as they jumped
onto it as soon as it was appar-
ent that things might take longer
to come to a head, and that some
would have to die before victory
was grasped. Their demand was
for segregation from Republican
prisoners, not for any united
front against the system. Unlike
the Republicans however who have
at least proved they are prepared
to die for their ideals, the
loyalists didn't even have the
courage of their own convictions.

It must also be remembered that

page 6
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in Northern Ireland the 'political'
prisoners are in the majority.
They are not a small group ask-
ing for special perks denied to
the majority of prisoners. And
as the H-Block prisoners have
pointed out:

"It is wrong of the British
government to say that we are
looking for differential treat-
ment from other prisoners. We
would welcome the introduction of
the five demands for all prison-
ers." (4th July statement)

There are fine distinctions to be
made here, and it is all too easy
to blur the dividing line between
maintaining a political identity
which is under attack, and defend
ing the idea that all prisoners
are political prisoners. The
campaign for political status is
not necessarily a put-down of
'ordinary' criminals. Villians
are as revolutionary, or reform-
ist, or reactionary as anyone
else. They include those who

see crime as business by other
means, to be exploited for

profit and power, just as there
are some who rob banks as an alt-
ernative to exploiting or being
exploited. Martin Sostre in
America has already pointed out
that whilst all prisoners are
political prisoners, not all are
politicised. The one is an ob-
jective fact, the other a consc-

iously adopted stance. As the
statedemonstrates in its differ-
ential treatment of those who
break itg laws, it is not what
you do, but who you are that
counts.
A frequent assertion in the press
has been that the hunger strikers
are being 'manipulated' or 'ord-
ered to die' by their organisation
outside. It is the old chestnut
~_of evil Godfathers taking idealis-
tic youth for a ride. Where they
can not be discounted althogether
pheycops dictate that political
motivations be discredited. But
this glosses over the fact that
the hunger strikes began in clear
contradicition (one might even
say 'insubordination'!) to the
wishes and 'orders' of the Rep-
ublican Movement outside. Until
the hunger strikes began to pol-
arise the situation, the Repub-
lican Movement neither sought nor
wanted the prison protests. They
viewed the blanket and dirty
protests as an unwanted diversion
from the main struggle: the camp-
aign of armed resistance being
waged outside. Everything poss=-
ible was done to bring about an
end to the prison protests as
quickly as possiblewithout losing
face. That the blanket protest
draqgged on for 4 years before
escalating into the hunger strike
is largely due to the efforts of
the IRA leadership in repeatedly
'persuading' the prisoners not
to refuse food. It is the pris-
oners themselves and nobody else,
who called the hunger strike. It

Martin Hurson,

is they who forced the pace - un-
able to endure the daily hell of
existing in the H-Blocks without
any sign of change, and frustrat-
ed by the foot dragging of their
organisations outside. Turning
round to their leaders they asked
Jjust who was the IRA! As far as
the prisoners are concerned they
are the IRA. In this respect

the hungerstrikes mark a grass-
root revolt against the Republic-
an leadership. It is an express-
ion of innate libertarianism
breaking through against all odds
the rank and file forecing their
leaders to endorse a certain
course of action, not, as the
press would have it, the other

way around.

Undoubtedly the Republican leaders
have displayed a certain degree of

political opportunism (bordering

on the cynical) in their last min-

ute conversion to backing the
hunger strikes. They have milked
the situation for all the propag-
anda value it is worth; but then
they have been left very little
choice unlessthey want to lose
all political credibility with
their own members and supporters
in the nationalist community.

One can hardly blame them for mak-

ing the best of a bad situation.
Where they are open to real crit-
icism is in the forms their supp-
ort for the prisoners has taken,
or rather not taken.
H-Block Committee, Sinn Fein and
the IRSP have all displayed a

The National

spontaneous attacks on the
security forces. It is for more
than ideological disdain of elec-
tioneering that anarchists have
to criticise the channeling off
of support for the prisoners into
safe and respectable avenues of
legal protest. As the Belfast
Anarchist paper "OUTTA CONTROL"
said in its Auqust issue:

"To convince the ruling classes
of Ireland, who daily exploit and
manipulate us, to support the
prisoners, is to ask them to
attack themselves...the Big Three
(Catholic Church, SDLP, & Eire
government) won't back the pris-
oners, unless they can sell them
and us out."

It is certainly not for want of

arms or men that the IRA has until
now largely left the prisoners un-
Only after INLA members

defeneded.
began making actions in Belfast
in support of the prisoners were
the IRA shamed into calling off
what amounted to an unofficial
cease fire. Instead of election-
eering and calling on the SDLP,
Catholic hierarchy and Eire govt

to intercede with the British

govt on the prisoner's behalf, the

IRA should do what it does best.
You can only bargain from a
position of strength. The prison
ers have done all they can - now
it is up to those outside to up
the ante.

Ballots or bullets?

singluar distrust of independant
protest amongst the nationalist
community. None of them supp-
orted the four-day march from
Newry to Dublin (culminating in
12,000 people bringing the city
of Dublin to a halt on 25th
July) as fully as they should
have. And they have repeatedly
discouraged street rioting and

Kevin Lyncn,

Keiran Docherty,

It is no coincicdence that the

return of the only four Republic-

an prisoners to Ireland from

England (Gerry Kelly, Hugh Feeney,

Marion & Dolours Price) was ach-
ieved shortly after the kidnapp-

ings of Thomas Niedemayer and Lord

& Lady Donoughmore. Others were
on hunger strike with them: one
(Frank Stagg) died in Wakefield

Thomas McElwee,

after the promise from the
British government to repatriate
him was broken and he was
forced back onto another hunger
strike. Why some and not others?
The precedent had been set and
no greater loss of principle
would have been involved. The
answer is simple: the state

was threatened with the taking
of political hostages. When

the threat was deemed over ,
halt was called to sending

any more Irish prisoners home.
In' the same way Stuart Christie
did not escape a twenty year
sentence in Spain just because
his mother made a tearful
appeal to Franco. He was re-
leased because of the inter-
vention of the First of May

Group, who threatened political
kidnappings and other reprisals.

If the Republican prisoners
are fighting for political
status it is because the
state is denying it to them
as part of a NATD conceived
counter-insurgencey strateqgy
of "isolate and destroy'" that
is being applied throughout
Western Europe. In itself,
'political status' will not
be of any revolutionary sig-
nificance within the prisons
until it is applied to all
prisoners. As anarchists we
do not seek to erect barriers
between one group of pris-
andranother. But the fact
that on an ideological level
we may have differences of
opinion concerning 'political
status' should not cloud

our judgement of the issues
involved, nor act as an
obstacle to our making a
contribution to the struggle
against imperialism in
Ireland as anarchists. If

we say that "all prisoners
are political prisoners",

we can not quibble when same
demand to be treated as such.
The Republican hunger strikers
are entitled to our complete
support and solidarity. There
are no fences left to sit on
in a battlefield. You can
only fight , or not fight. It
is as easy (or as difficult)
as that.

'Rocinante’'.

Postscript.

Since this article was writ-
ten the hunger strike has
ended. The prisoners issued

a lengthy statement on 3 Oct.,
explaining their decision and
drawing some political lessons
from it. The following are
only extracts:

"We, the protesting+Repub-

lican prisoners in the H-Blocks,

being faced with the reality

of sustained family inter-

vention, are forced by this
cont'd on back cover

Michael Devine.

page 7



INTERNATIONAL NEWS

ITALY

On 27th April the Red Brigades
kidnapped Christian Democrat pol-
itician Ciro Cirillo in Naples,
killing his driver and body-
guard. On 20th May industrialist
Giusseppe Talcercio was taken
from his home. On 3rd June an
Alf-Romeo executive, Renzo
Sandrucci, was kidnapped. On
10th June they got hold of
Roberto Peci, brother of the
Red Brigades "supergrass"
Patrizio Peci.

Six communigues were issued by
the Red Brigades after the ab-
duction of Taliercio, in which
he was cbndemned to death. On

6th July and anonymous phone call
told police they would find his
body in a car. He had been shot
14 times. Sandrucci was. rel-
eased unharmed in Milan eight
days later.

Cirillo and Peci were both sent-
enced to death but Cirillo was
eventually released unharmed after
payment of a £700,000 ransom.
Peci was executed on 3rd August
and his body was dumped on a
rubbish tip just outside of
Rome. The Brigades claim that
Roberto Peci was responsible for
his brother's arrest. The
brother, Patrizio, was arrested
18 months ago and immediatley
joined a group of those who
collaborated with the police.
Information given by Patrizio
Peci was responsible for the
arrest of many people and the
seizure of arms and ammunition.
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On 16th June in Milan police
arrested 26 year old anarchist
Agostino Mariotti. He is charged
with membership of the 'Lo
Muscio Brigade', an explicitly
marxist, armed group. This he
vehemently denies.
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The trial in Livorno of 15 1ib-
ertarians accused of terrorism
endid on 13th July with 'not
guilty' verdicts against the
lawyer, Gabriele Fuga, and six
others. Fuga was promptly re arr-
ested on the basis of statements
made by the "repentant" prisoner,
Michele Viscardi.

For those found guilty, in all
the sentences passed totalled
38 years. The heaviest sentence
was passed on Monica Giogi (12%)
This came as a surprise for the
trial had exposed the inconsis-
tencies of the evidence offered
against her by Enrico Paghera

and Vincenzo 0Oliva who had turned
state's evidence. An identific-
ation parade also went in Monica's
favour. Why the sentence then?
Monica has been an active anarch-
ist since 1970, active in pris-
oners support groups and in
nropagand=. On 23rd June a fascist
attack burned out Monica's
mother's flat and that of a neigh
bour.

PORTUGHL

PORTUGUESE PRISONER: JOSE
TAVARES.

As a youth Jose Tavares joined
the UEC -the student organis-
ation of the CP in Portugal.
Around 1975 he became an an-
archist, founding the local
anarchist group in Leiria

(the Puig Antich group) and
the Libertarian Athenaeum. He
established the paper "Revolta"
and joined the Portuguese
anarchist federation FARP.

Tavares was extremely active
in a varity of capacities and
used the alias Miguel Silva on
occasions. He was arrested at
the end of May 80 and charged
with a raid on a post of the
Guarda Fiscal along with three
Spanich anarchists of the FAI,
one of whom, Agustin Valiente,
was hot dead by the police
during a bank robbery. The
others, Fernando Roman and
Alejandro Camacho, were also
arrested. Jose Manuel Tavares
is still in priosn and untried
today.
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The same day of the discussion
in the Greek parliament on a new
anti-terrorist law, the security
police arrested two young an-
archists: Philip and Sophia
Kyritsis who had in their home
many political books, magazines
and anarchist leaflets. Sophia
(then 18) and Philip (21) were
presented by the media as blood
thirsty terrorists who would have
blown up half of Athens and had
in mind to burn down the other
half. The evidence for this

was the discovery of eight
bottles filled with gasoline
found in the commonly used base-
ment of their house. The tenant
of the ground floor room had
said to the police that these
bottles had been put there by
Philip and Sophia. On the basis
of this accusation, which was
never accepted by the accused,
and without any other evidence
Philip and Sophia were taken

to court. There they were
convicted and sentenced to 9
years (for Philip) and 5 years
(Sophia).

The same court convicted Yannis
Scandalis to 5 years imprison-
ment. The reason for his convic-
tion was the justification for
the murder by the police of
well-known militant, Dr Vassilis
Tsironis, who was a comrade of
Scandalis. Dr Tsironis's org-
anisation 0.E.M. (Neutral Greek
Front) was presented as a
"terrorist organisation, although

0.E.M.'s struggle was legal and
known to everyone. The day that
Tsironis was assasinated at his
home (10th July '78) Yannis
Scandalis was arrested and
tortured at security police
headquarters.

When a protest and solidarity
movement was created (this
movement organised a massive
meeting of 6,000 people) the
state replied by imprisoning
some of the young students who
participated in the movement.
One of these students was
Kyriakos Miras. Kyriakos had
taken part in a demonstration
against police brutality and
resisted, with others, when
the police attacked the demon-
stration. He was arrested
together with four others
(students aged 15 - 20) and
the anarchist Kyriakos Vassil-
iades, ex-editor of an anarch-
ist journmal. All of them were
presented by the media as mem-
bers of a terrorist band who
wanted to burn down Athens. The
evidence for this was posters,
anarchist books, empty bottles
etc. Kyriakos Miras, at that
time 17 years old, was totrured
by being hung from a post with
his hands tied behind his back;
lack of sleep, food and water,
beatings etc. At his trial he
was sentenced to 5 years im-
prisonment.
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GERMANY

Early in the morning of 18th
August bombs exploded simul-
taneously outside the US Army
Barracks in Lichterfield and
Churchill House in Charlott-
enburg. No one was injured
in the attacks.

On 371st August a bomb exploded
under a car parked outside the
HQ of the US Air Force in
Europe (USAFE) and the Allied
Air Forces in Central Europe
(AFCE) at Ramstein. 18 US
airmen and 2 West Germans were
hurt in the blast, including
Brigadier General J.D. Moore,
assistant deputy chief of op-
erations of USAFE and a Lt.
Colonel. The blast caused
extensive damage to the base.

Ramstein has recently become a
focal point of growing oppos-
ition to the prcposed deplyment
of American nuclear missles in

W st GErmany. The base is the
home of the 86th US Tactical
Fighter Group. Their job is to
monitor troop movements within
the Warsaw Pact countries. The
nearby depots at Miseau and Weil-
erbach house nuclear weapons.

The RAF claimed responsibility
for this action in a 3 page
communigue. The communique said
thae action was part of the RAF's
strategy of "war against imper-
ialist war®.

Also on 1st September 7 cars

were set ablaze and destroyed

in an American housing area in
Wiesbaden. No one was hurt in the
action. On the same day, in
Frankfurt, a conference hall bel-
onging to Chancellor Schmidt's
SDP was burned to the ground.

Street fighting erupted in West
Berlin on 13th Sgéptember between
demonstrators and police as the
US Secretary of State, General
Alexander Haig, visited the city,
Up to 80,000 protestors came out
onto the streets to show their
disgust at Haig's visit. About
1,000 of them were repelled by
police water cannon and teargas
when they tried to break
through to West Berlin's town
hall where Haig was signing the
book of honour. The demonstrat-
ors ripped up cobble-stones and
threw smoke bombs. Others burn-
ed an American flag, and at
least two shops were looted.
Parked cars were overturned in
the fighting. 178 people were
arrested. War criminal Haig
had been the target of an
attack by the RAF 'Andreas
Baader Commando' in Belgium

in June 1979, when 20kg of
plastic explosive was deton-
ated under his motorcade.

Haig who escaped unhurt was
NATO supreme commander at

the time.

In Frankfurt, also on 13th
September, three firebombs
were thrown at the home of the
US Consul-General. No one was
hurt in the attack, and damage
was reported as being slight.

The Commander in Chief of the
US Army in Europe, General
Frederick J. Kroesen, was
wounded in a gun and rocket
attack on his car in Heidel-
berg in 15th September, as he

drove from his home to visit

US headgquarters at Ramstein
after a visit from the RAF.
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some of the 70,000 troops

taking part in the NATA exercise
'Certain Encounter'. Kroesen's
armour-plated Mercedes was hit
in the boots by a rocket fired
from an RPG7 launcher as it
waited at traffic lights. The
rocket blew a hole in the back of
the car but the armour saved the
General, his wife, and two US
soldiers, from serious injury.

A second rocket was fired from a
position on a wooded hillside
overlooking the road but it
missed, striking the roadway.
Eight shots were also fired at
the car, before the attackers
made good their escape.

A West German cop holds the
RPG7 launcher used in ihe attack
~on General Kroesner.

The RAF later claimed the action
in a three page communique to a
Frankfurt news agency. The
communique signed by the 'Gudrun
Ensslin Commando' called for
attacks on the "Centres, bases
and strategists of the American
military machine". Kroesen had
been picked as a target, the
communique went on, because he
was "one of the US generals who
control imperialist policies in
Western Europe up to the Gulf".
Police found the RPG7 rocket
launcher, radio equipment, a
tent and sleeping bags on the
hillside from where the attack
was launched.

The day after the attack on
Kroesen, German police found two
bombs, made from fire extinuish-
ers each filled with 131bs of
explosives, on a railway line
used by supply trains for the

US Rhein?Main air base near
Frankfurt. The bombs were connec-
ted by a cable and had a timing
device. Both bombs were defused.

_—
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Rolf Heissler at an earlier
trial in 1972.

Rolf Heissler goes on trial...

The trial opened in Dusseldorf
on 14th September of alleged

RAF member Rolf Heissler (33)

on charges of murder, attempted
murder, bank robbery, and member
ship of a criminal organisation.
Rolf Heissler is accused of
killing two Dutch custom off-
icials in 1978 and in attempt-
ing to kill two more . This
last incident happened on Ist
Novemeber 1978 when customs
officials stopped a car on the
Dutch/German border near Aachen.
The occupants, a man and a
woman, opened up on the customs
men with a pistol and submachine
gun before driving off back into
Holland. Police searches at
the time revealed no trace of
the suspects.

Rolf Heissler's arrest is one of
the few success's in tracking
down 'terrorist' suspects that
the police computer system can
boast of. The official version
is that the police fed into the
computer all the electric bills
paid by cash and compared the
names and known details of the
people with details of 'terror-
ist' suspects. (Only terrorists
pay their bills promptly by cash
it seems!)

Rolf Heissler has made no state-
ment since his arrest in Frank-
furt on 9th June 79 and remained
silent when he appeared in court.
First convicted, as a member of
the 2nd June Movement, to eight
years for armed robbery in 1972,
he was amongst the prisoners
released in exchange for the
kidnapped CDU poitician, Peter
Lorenz, in March 1975. Since
then his movement have been
understandably sketchy but
police claim to have found evid-
ence linking him with RAF mem-
bers Willi Stoll(murdered by
police 10/9/78) and Elizabeth
van Dyck (murdered by police

He took part in the
recent mass hunger strikes of
political prisoners in Wést

. German prisons.

The trial continues.

. ANOTHER RAF TRIAL

- The trial of RAF member

Sieglinda Hoffman (35)

. began in Frankfurt on 2I1st
. September, on charges of
- involvement in the attempted
. kidnapping of banker Juergen

Ponto (in which Ponto was
shot dead); and membership
of a criminal organisation.

Ponto, head of the Dresdener
Bank and board member of Krupps,
Daimler-Benz , AEG-Telefunken
and Thyssen, was shot dead by
three RAF members as they
tried to take him from his
Juxury home at Oberusal, near
Frankfurt, on 30th July 1977.
One of the three was identiifed
at the time as Susanne Albrecht
(30). She is still wanted by
the police.

Sieglinda Hoffman is alleged by
the prosecution to have been
involved in planning the kid-
nap, based on the evidence of
former RAF member Hans Joachim
Dellwo, who claims he saw her
in Frankfurt with Albrecht and
other RAF members a few hours
before the attempt. She is
not charged with complicity in
the murder of Ponto, but merely
"acquiesence” in his death,
because the French authorities
who allowed her extradition
from Paris last year, described
the evidence against her as
insufficient.

She was arrested in Yugoslavia
on 29th May 1978, with Brigitte
Mohnhaupt, Peter Jurgen Boock
(who has turned informer since
his arrest in Hamburg 23/1/81)
and Ralf Clemens Wagner. All four
were held by the Yugoslav auth-
orities as political hostages

in an attempt to force the ex-
tradition of eight wanted Croat
Nationalists from West Germany.
However they were finally relea-
sed on 17th November 78 when

the West Gg#rman govt. refused to
hand over the Croats.

Since then police claim she was
tracked down in South Pemen and
followed to Paris, where she
was arrested on 9th July 80
with Regina Nicolai, Karola
Kamp-Nuennichow and Ingrid
Barabass. Police also found

1,000 rounds of ammunition,

molotov cocktails and forgery
equipment. Other sources claim
that the Paris arrests were
the result of a deal between
the BKA (German special branch)
and the PLO in Beirut, who
were eager to prove themselves
worthy contenders for recog-
nition from the EEC and
European parliament.

Sieglinda Hoffmann recently took
part in the mass hunger strikes
of political prisoners in West
Germany. Her trial is expected
to be a long one.
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GUATEMALA

Since the massacre at Pauzos

when peasants were murdered
because they demanded land, a
series of events has transpired
which demonstrates the lack of
legitimacy of the Romeo Lucas
government. In 1977 came the
demonstration by over 100,000
people, protesting at the massacre
of the peasants. The miners of
Ixtahuacan marched 300 kilometers
to the capital to protest at the
abuses perpetrated by the mining
corporation. In 1980 a group of
peasants seized the Spanish em-
bassy. The army moved in, leaving
39 dead. This year the Coca Cola
workers have scored an impressive
victory in their strike. Among
their demands was one for the
reinstatement of 31 colleagues who
had been sacked. The firm was ob-
liged to give in on this point.
Another prominent event was the
strike by 70,000 peasants dem-
anding more pay. Finally there

is the notable fact of the forma-
tion of the FDCR.(Democratic
Front Against Repression). Like
the FDR in El1 Salvador, the FDRC
is a bloc of organisations att-
empting to set itself up as the
vanguard of the people's struggles
which are "directed" by the
Guerilla Army of the Poor (EGP);
the Revolutionary Organisation of
the People in Arms (ORPA); the
Armend REvolutionary Forces (FAR);
and the moscow-line Guatemalan
Labour Party (PGT).

Against the backdrop of the
current situation in Guatemala,
the social democrats are scurry-
ing to avoid being left behind in
the revolutionary process. In ord
order to retain the prestige they
enjoy among sectors of the popul-
ation in confrontation with the
repression headed by Romeo Lucas
and the Guatemalan Army, they
have publicly stated their supp-
ort for the Liberation Struggle.
Of course that support is con-
fined to "solidarity" rather

than to actual participation in
the fighting: that is left to

the guerillas, workers and
peasants, The social democrats
are guided by their determination

to remain a bourgeois faction
within the popular movements,
since at this point and for
political reasons, they are denied
access to the political power
firmly in the hands of the milit-
ary. Instead they hope that Guat-
emala, like any other country
which rises up against its opp-
ressors, may achieve democracy
of a bourgeois kind, where ex-
ploitation does not rely on in-
timidation enforced by arms but
rather on guileful laws whereby
the workers are exploited under
cover of the legal code.

from 'Acracia'’, San Jose, Costa
Rica, March 81.
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The young Ukrainian libertarian,
V. Sitkcho, has been sent to one
of the Gulag camps because of
his refusal to be conscripted
into the Red Army.

********************************

cont'd over. page 9



"The problem of destroying
enemy armed groups and their
supporters therefore consists
very largely of finding them"-
Kitson.

—

One can tell from the
hostile vibes still zoom-
ing around "Towards a
Citizens Militia" that it
postulates a highly likely
scenario with a solution
from the people's point of
view. But an alternative
point of view is offered
by Brig. Kitson, pillar

of the establishment and
apostle of authoritarian
crushing of all resistance.

THE (OUP
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It is to Kitson's "Low
Intensity Operations"

that the latest Cienfuegos
Press book-pamphlet "High
Intensity Subversion",by
Ronin, offers a devastat-
ing and witty analysis.

It is an amusing blow-by-
blow interpretation of
Kitson's contribution to
the national saga = which
Kitson postulates as the
goodies of State and
Establishment being threat-
ened by the baddies of
subversion and terrorism,
and which emerges as a bid
for power by a section of
the Establishment which
seeks absolute power within
the state.

It raises, however, an int
eresting question at the
finish. "Towards a Citizens
Militia" showed how it is
possible to resist domin-
ation by a clique of army
or police officers follow-
ing a coup D'etat or for-
eign invasion; but what if
the Kitsonian @oup came

first? A different scen-
ario from "Citizens Militia"
must be envisaged. Before
the enemy invades or imm-
ediatedy the coup takes
place, the Kitsonian coup-
ists round up and intern

all dissidents, or all those
likely to oppose such a
regime, alonside (in the
case of foreign invasion)
all who support the enemy,
or who happen to be foreign
born, or who don't support
the enemy in a way unapprv-
ed by the state. (In 1940,
not only fascists were
detained but German anti-
Nazis and Jews, and a few
British anarchists, some
socialists and pacifists and
in France, a wide spectrum
of the last three classes).

All were in concentration
camps when the enemy came
and in France were handed
over to the conquerors tied
up and labelled like

rcels s

What to do when the state
dissolves the tacit compact

that exists in a non-tot
alitarian society and acts.
in a clearly criminal
manner, then becomes a
matter of urgency. The point
of struggle becomes the
prison and the crashing down
of the internment walls the
first priority. The French
state in 1940 maintained

the walls of the anti-Nazi
prisoners until they could
safely hand them over. Few
escaped. The internment
centres in Germany, in 1933
were originally utilised
only because there was no
legal way of holding uncon-
victed prisoners, were
transformed into death
camps. Perhaps already there
is planned internment

camps on the Ulster model -
"it is only for the terror-
ists" will come the bland
assvrance and so everyone
who goes in, for whatever
reason, will be labelled a
terrorist.

This Kitson utopia is not
only dreamed of by author-
itarians to solve a revol-
utionary c risis but is even
wistfully thought of as a
means to end rioting, or
even to solve unemployment.
"National service - re-
introduce the rigours but
don't let them have guns!"
is the dream. The answer to
it has got to be good, more
it has got to be heavy.

A.M

(international News-Contd.

IRELAND

Noel Murray is no longer the

only 'political' prisoner in

the Curragh military camp. He
has now been joined by 16 members
of the IRSP transferred from
Portlacise. Meanwhile Marie
Murray is reported to be work-
ing hard at her English studies
and is turning into a very
promising authoress.

Des Keane, who has been unheard
of since his conviction in Feb-
ruary 1980 for larceny, is now
in 'D' wing of Mountjoy prison.

All three comrades would app-
reciate letters and cards. Even
if they are not allowed to rec-
eive them the extra mail will
remind the prison authorities
that they have not been for-
gotten by the movement outside.
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French police announced on 12th
July that Inge Viett (37), one

of the 15 "most wanted" West
German guerillas, had been id-
entified as the woman who had shot
and seriously injured a Paris cop
the week before.

Inge Viett was a founder member
of the 2nd June Movement. Arrest-
ed in July '72 on charges of

bank robbery, she escaped from
prison in August '73. She was
re-arrested on 9th Sept. '75 in
West Bmlin, with Ralf REinders
and Julianne Plambeck, and
charged with participation in the
kidnapping of CDU politician Peter
Lorenz. Her name was amongst those
of 53 prisoners whose release was
demanded during the hi-jack of a

Inge Viett.

French airliner by the PFLP in
June 76, which ended with the
Israeli raid on Entebbe. Inge
escaped again from Moabit prison
in West Berlin on 7th July 76.
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Forty people took over the
offices of the Paris daily
newspaper LE QUOTIDIEN DE
PARIS and forced staff to
print an item in the 30 Sept-
ember issue publicising the
hunger strike of political
prisoners in Fresnes prison .
We hope to carry a full re-
port of the hunger strike

in our next issue. Militants
of Action Directe took part in
the strike, including former
MIL-GARI member Jean Marc
Rouillan.

********************************

Barbara Augustin (31) was
convicted by a Swiss court on
a chaqge of attempting to

smuggle explosives to West-
Germany on 28 September. As
an alleged member of the RAF
she was sentenced to 3 years.
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FINLAND

Kosti Lakus, died in Hesperia
Hospital, Helsinki, on 19 July,
after a heart attack in prison
on 23 June. He suffered from

a rythem disturbance in his
heart. He was buried beside his
Mother in Helsinki on 30 July, in
the prescence of relatives,

two pigs from the central crime
police with cameras, and press
photographers. His son was given
his fathers belongings, including
a suitcase full of anarchist
newsletters and other mail which
had been witheld from Kosti

by the prison authorities, and
which he never saw. Kosti Lakus
will be well known to regular
readers of BLACK FLAG. Comrades
wishing to send messages to his
son should do so c/o Corrie
Courtens, PO Box22523,
Fazantenhof, Amsterdam,
Bijimermeer, Holland.
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George Blue was freed from
prison on 24 September after

13 years inside for bank robbery.
Half of Georges time inside was
spent in solitary. He was co-
founder of the National Prisoners
Association, and won sveral cases
against the state, including
winning the right for all
prisoners in Atlanta to receive
communist literature and to see

a copy of their prison file. He
was proclaimed a political
prisoner at the Helsinki World
Peace Congress.

B e

1917

for Grandad Wilkinson
& Guillaume Apollinaire

a year for deserters from
the frontlines
a year for men not obedient boys
when soldiers
walked away
from death into cities
and spat on officers
pips and squeaks

they were of course

foreigners

who walked away

with dignity

for a joke

for laughter

for having had

a bellyfull

of national crap

gentlemen

of no mean rank -

privates & troopers

sappers & gunners

pioneers & corporals

even odd officers

who hid their rank smelling
uniforms

put on denims

encouraged soldiers to
become civilians

then walked away to be shot

or to live another day by day.

(From "ANARCHIST POEMS"by
Dennis Gould. Freedom Press.
Price 25p.)

********************************

page 10



THE
LRIRD'S
TALE

STUART CHRISTIE
BEILE".

Cienfuegos Press, 1980.

Stuart Christie: "I much
preferred to be known as one
of the founders of the Black
Cross than one of the many who
didn't manage to kill Franco."

Born as recently as 1946

what can Stuart possibly have
to relate?. A Scot from a
poor family he began to take
an interest in socilaism

from the age of about 14. He
flirted with Labour and Trot
skyite groups and was espec-
ially attracted to Solidarity
..."but I wanted action -

not just to understand the
capitalist system but to
fight agai*nst it. This is

how I began to move towards
anarchism".

Later he joined an anti-
nuclear committee on which
anarchists were active. He
in 'Spies for
“qg% 3 d {(locat-
ing the secret government
anti-nuclear bunkers) and
was arrested by the police.
During an apprenticeship as
a dental technician he was
forced to choose between the
wearing of CND and anti-war
badges and talking politics
during tea breaks, or coll-
ecting his cards. So he coll-
ected his cards. Even then
Christie showed signs .7
his bold nature.
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1963 was the year that saw
the Spanish CP member Grimau
die before a firing squad,
and the anarchists Delgado
and Granados garrotted.
Stuart became interested in
Spain and contacted Spanish
comrades of the FIJI
(Iberian Federation of Lib-
ertarian Youth) who were
about the only faction among
the Spanish exiles who en-
gaged in attacks against

the Franco regime, after
Sabate was killed. Christie
resolved to go to Spain on

a mission on their behalf.

As an anarchist Stuart ad-
vocates direct confrontation
with the state and of a
break between libertarians
who are "liberal-pacifists"
and others who are revol-
utionaries. He even argues
that people cannot be an-
archists if all that they

do is "protest against the
inequities within the system”
This accounts for the traps
that the British police

have set for him.

On his departure for Spain
he was given explosives and
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told where to rendevous in
Madrid. Knowing not a word
of Spanish he was picked up
in Madrid, having been,
evidently, trailed all the
way from Paris, "thanks" to
assisatance from British
Police to their collegues
In Franco's Spain. Carballo
was arrested too, later.

In 1964, at the age of 18,
Stuart was sentenced to 20
years imprisonment, while
Carballo for 30. The fact
that Stuart was the first
Briton arrested for anti-
Francoist activities, and
this at the height of the
tourist boom, saved him from
more savagery.

Stuart gives us a detailed
account of his 3*years in
the prisons [*he was later
repreived] of Carabanchel
and Alcala de Henares and
of his contacts with other
libertarians, including
Luis Andres Edo and Miguel
Garcia. Later back in
Britain, Stuart came up
with the idea of reviving
the Black Cross - a prisone-
ers aid body set up in 1906
to help Russian anarchists.
With the help of Albert
Meltzer, who was instrumen-
tal in obtaining Stuart's
release, and a veteran
anarchist, the Black Cross
was set up to help liber-
tarians in Spain and else-
where.

Early in 1970 the Black
Cross secured the release of
Miguel Garcia (who had serv-
ed 20 years and a day in
captivity); Garcia moved to
England to help with the
work of solidarity with
prisoners. Also in 1970

the social crisis in Britain
became starkly apparent.

The home of employment min-
ister Robert Carr was dam-
aged by a bomb. The ruling
class was aghast at this.

So were many "leftists", who
were eager to hail anything
somwhere else as the very
acme of pure heroism but who,
faced with this instance
nearer home, chose to label
it as "adventurism". The
attack signalled the begin-
ing of a series of (unbloody)
actions claimed by the
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Stuart was arrested along
with others. There followed
18 months in prison, during
which Stuart found that the
Prisoner was worse off in
Britain(in terms of the cells
the food and the treatment)
than in Spain. Then came

the trial. The jury was out
for 2 days and then returned
a verdict of not guilty on
Stuart and three others; 4
other comrades however were
given 10 years. Stuart notes
that in 1979 a fascist charg-
ed with having f irebombed
and blown up the homes of
immigrants and community
bookshops was sentenced to
three years.
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While in prison Stuart had
translated Antonio Tellez's
book "SABATE" and he search-
ed for a publisher. On a
trip to Italy he called in
on Franco Leggio in Sicily
and, seeing Leggio at work
as a publisher, it ocurred
to him to have a go himself.

Around 1974-75 Stuart, along
with some other comrades
launched the Cienfuegos Press
taking the name of a Cuban
libertarian and guerilla
collegue of Castro's.[Stuart
claims that Cienfuegos was

ANSWERS TO QUIZ

1. It was there James 11 em-
barked on a boat fleeing from the
country during the REvolution of
1688 (down a boarding passage
still extant) and threw the Great
Seal into the river, presumably
having the idea that without it
the new King wouldn't be legal.

2. The Film companies can
utilise paid TV for showing films
direct to homes ( an idea they
still toy with) but with radio,
this would have enabled radio
listeners to have community
programmes (as pointed out by
the Radio Freedon League at the
time) free from both Corpor-
ation monopoly and advertising
alike.

s In 1742, when the Mansion
House was being built, the Corp-
oration of the City of London
imposed a fine of £600 on any-
one who declined to serve as a
sheriff. But to serve meant to
first take communion in the Church
of England. Wealthy Nonconform-
ists were elected and if they
stood by their religion, were
mulcted of £600 apiece, until
£15,000 was raised - when the
bye-law was declared ulta vires.

the
early

4. Michael Colliins was
only one to get out of bed
and write letters (said De
Valera) hence his start on
others; De Valera, being
American born and of Spanish
extraction, was spared by the
British Government in 1916 and
got the glory of being a rebel
without the penalty (as Collins
rightly pointed out). De
Yalera had the last laudh -
Collins was assasinated on his
instructions - early one
morning.

the

5. Certainly most of the pro-
stitutes turned out against the
Mafia types who were running the
brothels, and denounced the
pimps to the workers' militia
but the story is basically
untrue, comparable with the one
that in the Bolshevik revolution
in Russia brothels - or in some
versions of the story, "women" -
were nationalised (whatever that
meant ).

6. The Free State, which
interned REpublican prisoners
following its victory in the
civil war after "independence"
ignored the mass hunger strike
for release until it collapsed
and then the kitcehn staff demand
ed 24 hours notice before the
resumption of food supply.
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murdered by the communists
in 19591%),

Stuart's narrative skips over
pointless biographical det-
ails and stresses his deal-
ings with people like
Octavio Alberola and
Giuseppe Pinelli and des-
cribes the Carrara congress
of 1968 and, of course, the
movement in Britain. By the
end of the book we have at
least the basis for some
conclusions regarding the
problem of action in a soc-
iety like Britain and how

to pursue the class struggle
with the trade union move-
ment in the grip of Labour
and Communist reformists.

Frank Mintz




