WORKERS PARTY ( KAPD)

off at the end:of December 1918 from unlon wlt+h the

1 The Motives for the Foundation of the Party and
the Perlod of Revolutionary Actlon.

The German Communist Workers! Party (KAPD) arose
from a perlod of +he flercest revolutionary
strugglies: Its history Is therefore a part of the
history of the German Revolutlon, Its development
was influenced by the fact that when the German
proletariat was propel | ed Into actively
revolutionary mass actlon for the first t+ime, the
bourgeofs dictatorship was still using all +the
methods of the ‘'state of siege' which had
characterised the war years (suppression of
speeches, meetings publication ete,). This made
the process of polftical clarification Impossible,
I+ was only with difflculty realised that the
workers' organisations (which in the years before
the war, because they were based upon a Marxlst
theory of class struggle, of hilstory and +helr
destiny, were supposed to grasp the developing
revolutlonary situation) had instead made a pact
with the power of *he old state on the basls of the
patriotic 'Burgfrieden' concept. The unavoidable
consequence of thls pact was that the pre-war
leadership had to stop popular oppositien to the
war and to force through, at all costs, an antl-
revolutlonary policy In line with the war alms of
Ludendorff and they had t+o abandon any ldea that
revolutionary action was a factor In the creation
of soclallsm. Through +his poliey they won
legallty of operation and an unlimlted abllfty +o
collect funds and publish thelr press. The Party
and Trades unlon |eadership were assured of the use
of their enormous organ]sa+|onal_ppparafus In the
pursuit of their aims. Thus I+ was shown, as clear
as day, that when the downtrodden masses came to
struggle for thelr liberation, they would have +o
fight not just agalnst the state and i+s war but
alsc agminst the leading figures of their own
organlsations, These complicatlons led to +the
miscarrlage of the most Important task of +the
awakened protetarlat, the task of transcending the
element of confuslon that Inevitably exists In
every revolution and of moulding the consclous
actlion of- the class,

If these consideratlons ere. set out here at the
beglnning of +his study It Is not In order +o
polemicise, or +to construct a revolutionary
critique, but because these connections, [nasmuch
as they were the starting point for the revolutlon,
were Important In the creation of divialons within
the proletarlat, and therefore for the partlcular
structure of the Individua! parties whose blirth and
development can only be understood by a knowledge
of these points of departure, From this knowledge
comes the understanding that for a long time the
negative response to the old workers!'! movement
domlnated Inside the opposit+ion and that i+ only
tardily moved towards positive standpolnts, right
from the time when the mood of the proletarliat was
ready for solldarity actlon +o the +tlme when
complete confuslon and despalr prevalled, and
always In opposition to a bourgeolsie which never
lost 1ts power Yo resist,

In this confused situation the Spartakusbund split

USPD and jolned wlth +he IKD +to form ‘*the
KPD{Spartskusbund). |ts leaders, Karl Lelbknecht,
Rosa Luxemburg, and soon also Leo Joglsches, were
shot down by White Guards, and It was not possible
to elect a new 'Zentrale' under +the condltions
prevalling at that time. - The !'Zentrale! was
therefore sugmented through coc-optlon and fell
presently under the lesadership of Paul Levi who,
under the influence of Karl Radek (the Russian
emissery under the pseudonym Bronskl), fled the
Party from ectlvity to passivity. This, at any
rate, was the assessment of a gradually growlng
oppositfon which was voiced In the Party press,
especially In the Important Districts of Berlin,
Saxony and Hamburg. The 'Zentrale' consldered that
this oppositlon was but an erretic and
Indeterminate movement, that 1+ lsolated struggles
and squandered thelr potentlal, and therefore were
blameworthy. Thls was In contrast to how the
oppos[tion saw [tself, as using Its strength +o
push the broad masses into activity and +thus
bringing clarlty and concentration +o active
revelutlonary tendencles,

The 'Zentrale' adopted, and remalned +rue to the
tactic of turning away from *revolutionary assault
polftles! (thls was the term used In the opposition
press and in the complaints made to Moscow), and
shrank back from every struggle where bourgeols
soclety gave the worklng class an opportunity, and
refurned Instead to political work In FParllament
and economlc work inside the Trade Unlons, The
opposition, for I+s part, felt that parllamentary
end trade union activity was Incompatible with
being a revolutlonary, '

There were three lssues in dlspute: on the +ype of
organisation +the Party should have, on [ts
orTentatfon towards Parliament and on whether to
act within the trade unlons or to create new forms
of economic struggle. These points of dispute led
to the schism within the Party and +he foundatfon
of the KAPD. How this schism developed is shown In
the followlng Report of the KAPD to the Executlve
Commlt+tee of the Third International In June 1921:

* The founding Conference of the KPD
(Spartakusbund) decided by an overwhelming
majorfty to set itself fIn opposition to all
other parties by adopting a policy of non-
participation In the elections for a Natlonal
Assembly. °After the struggles of Spring and
Summer 1919, there was a notlceable shift+ of +he
Reichzentrale ({leadership) towards par!iament-
arism, The oplnlon of the membership was.
opposed to such a shlft, so a meeting of
functlonaries of the Greater Berlin reglon In
August 1919 dellvered an ultimatum +o comrade
Klara Zetkin to lay down her parliamentary
mendate or leave the Party, (She was at thls
time sti1! sit¥ing as an *Independent' member in
the State Parllament of Wurtemberg.) Comrade
Zetkin made no move and the Party leadership (of
which she was e member) supported her. In fact
they went further, and attacked those groups
whlch held fast to the declsions of the Party
Congress, sabotaging +thelr agitational work
through the cutting off of funds ate.



The development of +the opposition on the
question of the Trades Unlons took roughly the
followlng course, The proletarfiat lad learned
the lessons of the struggles of 1919, that the
Trades Unlons were not only completely
unnecossary for waging great struggles and mass
actlons, but also acted as the strongest fetters
on the revolution. Everywhere workers moved
spontaneously to  setting up thelr own
proletarian organisations of struggle, built on
the basls of the factory, not of craft, so as
not to divide the working class and stimulate
inter-class disputes, but Instead +o unlte the
revolutionary c¢lass where they were naturally
one, In the factory. These 'Betrieb
Organisatlons! (BOs) aroze spontanecusly in the
Ruhr, Upper Slleslia, In central Germany, Berlin,
in +he Wasserkante, In short, |n every
Industrial! reglon of Germany. When the KPD
leadership saw the rise and growth of this mass
movement they trled at first by al! means fTo
promote these organlisations.

At that point leaders such as Levi, XKorting and
Frollch put out the |ine of abandoning the trade
unions and bullding BOs. With the change In
dlrection of the |eadership in the late summer
of 1919, these same people, led by Paul Lange,
called for the flercest struggle agalnst t+he BOs
and demanded the entry of communists Into the
trade unlons and for them to work there. From
that point on those members of +the leadershlip
who had helped bulld up the BOs became their
most determined opponents. The mass of the
party membership however, supported the BOs

which had come together In the Allemagne
Arbelterunlon{AAU)Y; and the gqulf betwesn the
Party leadership and +he great mass of the

membership, especlially in the
heartlands, grew daily.

Industrial

Then a Party Conference wes: calied on 20-24th
October 1919 .In Heidelberg.
leadership surprised the Party delegates with
the famous, so-called, ‘'Heideiberg Theses!'.
These had not been discussed beforehand by the
membership - and - were completely new. to . the
delegates. .The elghteen delegates who spoke out
“agalnst all this -were excluded from -the
Conference, after which a majorlty of votes were
" secured by ‘varfous means for the leadership,
. The opposition .areas did not at once +ry +o
- found & new Party, but wanted o convené a new
Party Conference where all these questions would
be voted on after the membership had voiced
+heir. opinions. . In order not to lose contact
with each other they chose the North-West Reglon
(Bremen} to operate as Informetlon Bureasu for
the opposition. The following months were full
of Internal confllict - resolutions etc waged iIn
the sharpest manner by the leadershlp. They
called copen meetings In Berlin, Bremen, Hamburg
and other clties opposed to the resldent groups
of the Party. In February 1920 the Districts of
Greater Berlin, North, NW and E Saxony were
expelled from the Party by the leadership, which
then attempted to found new organisatlons in
those places., An example of how few adherents
the 'Zentrale' had In these areas lg shown by
the District of Greater Berlin. Out of 8,000
members about 500 left and founded a new.party
organjisation acceptable to the leadership."

For +he moment +the Districts which
expelted did not want te form a new,

party: +they held back from thet step for two
reasons. [T was hoped that as a consequence of the
growing numerlcal strength of the opposition, It

had been
independent

There the  Party -

il.

would be possible to win a majorlty for thelr views
and preserve the unlty of the Party. . In additlon
It was thought worthwhiie to remain In +he Third
Internatlonal where we could explain the theorles
of the opposltion: this was also because of the
fact +that the members of +he Amsterdam Bureau of
the Communist Internatlonal, Herman Gorter and
Anton Pannekosk, who were held In the highest
regard by the Russians, adhered to +he theory of
antl-Par|lamentarism and were for the bullding of
BOs. This expectation, however, was deceptive:
Kar| Radek, who had just come out of prlisen, took a
robust stand agelnst the opposition and also
enforced the dissolutfon of the Amsterdam Bureau.
Radek, who held conferences with industrialists
tike Rathenau and Deutsch, and with politlclans of
all tendencles, took the leadership of the Garman
Revolutton fn hand and was +he mentor of +he
'Zentrale'. The declsive Impulse for the consti+-—
utlon of the opposition as a new party wes a result
of the conduct of the teadership durlng the Kapp
Putsch. At a moment when the opposition .was in a
condition of the greatest readliness, the revalutlon
was thrown Into confusfon by the leaflet of the
'Zentrale', composed by Bronskl (Radek) and at all
later times defended by him:— 'Against +the -General
Strike! Lay Down your Arms!' The next day however
revealed that the leadershlp were completely
isolated so they dlsowned thelr own leaflet. The
Comintern too energetlically disavowed them. These
events had thalr well known aftermath., The KPD had
two. members In the discusslons on the so-called
'‘Bielefelder Agreaments'! and sanctioned them. The
opposi+ton sought with every means +o rouse the
masses In opposition o the=e agreements, stating
that once the military had succeeded In dlsarming
the workers they would resort to thelr usual well
worn methods. Now let us continue to quote from
the aforementioned Report on +the events which
followed and which led to the founding of +he KAFD,
" The Kapp.Putsch had shown that the leadership of
the officlial party was in agreement with the
abandonment of revolutlonary struggle and was
slipping onto an opportunist road, It showed
that two different parties had .been created
whose combination was as imposslble as the
mixing of fire and water. The Ber!ln organ-
Isatlon therefore called a conferance of the
opposltion for the 3rd April 1920 to formallse
thelr constltutlon es +he Germsn Communlst
Workers Party. About 30,000 members jolned from
the old KPD although some indlvidual . Regions
only jained after the founding Conference. The
tasks and activity of the new Party were clearly

set out. In abandoning Perliamentarism i+ had
to welgh up the national and international
politicel .situation In order to take up the

struggle against the bourgeols state and, above
all, to prevent the state strengthening It+self,
s0 thet in the extraordinarily complex politlcal
and economic situation existing, the proletariat
remalned prepared and able to selze power.

An example of the ac¥ivlity of the KAPD In thls
direction can be seen durfng the  Russo-Polish
War In the summer of 1920. The KAPD called on
workers fn the munltions factorles fo stop work
and to sabotage munlitlons which were destined
for Poland, The KPD called this revolutionary
romanticlsm untll +the Comintern's Executlive
Comml+tee In Moscow made 2 simllar Appeal. The
KAPD urged workers to the highest pitch of
activity, towards the election of political
counclis and for a programme of revolutionary
sctlon, for a united front with +heir Russian
brothers as the Red Army neared East Prussia,
for +he bullding of = unlted front between
Sovlet Russla and Sovlet Germany, We wanted an



uprising to come while the KPD merely gave out
the useless slogan "Neutrality towards Russla",
From verbal passlvity they then passed over Into
action - not agalnst the bourgeoisie and their
state, but against +the KAPD which was
propagandlsing and preparing for an uprising.
In 'Rote Fahne'! and 'Freiheit! of 19th and 20+h
August, and 1In their provinclal papers there
appeared warning calls agalnst the slogans of
the KAFD. The working class, ready in many ways
for a struggle, was confused and the movement
dled away at an embryonlc stage. This s =&
+yplcal example of how the leadership of the KPD
produced confusion In the working class, W{th
regard to the 'March Actlon' (about whlich we
will have cause to speak later), and which wss
unleashed by the KPD Itself, we will see the
same dynamfc In action, thet of & movement that
had the appearance of a putsch. We constantly
sought to wliden economic struggles inte
peolitlcal struggles for the seizure of power.
The greatest struggle of thls sort was the
electricians' strike of November 1920 in Ber!ln
which flnally collapsed as & result of +he
conduct of the KPD tZentrale' In refusing to
catl for a General Strike."

Co-operation betwsan the two Communist Parties took
place during the struggle In Central Germany in
Easter 1921, In the events known as the 'March
Actlen', Thlis movement was unleashed by the
entrance of troops Inte +the Central German
industrlal regfen, in order to occupy the
factories, in particular the Leuenawerke, The
struggte was conducted by a joint district
commlisslion of the KAPD and the VKPD {these avents
occurred shartly after the regroupment of the left
of the USPD Into the KPD at the Halle Conference),
and the organisation of the fighting was in the
hands of Max Holz who belonged to the KAPD. The
result of the struggle Is well known. The KAPD
argued In 1ts press and through its member on the
Executjve Committee of the Third International,
that an essential factor which contributed to the
wrecking of the Actlon was that the VKPD Introduced

confusion Into .the ranks of thelr unprepared
members by, without any Ideologlical or
organisatlonal preparation, completing reversing

their tactlics from those previously adhered .to.
When, month after month, you propound a
parlltamentary-trade unfon tactic, I+ 1s obvious
that headquarters will not take the broad mass of
the membership with them If these +actics are
suddenly reversed., Great masses of workers don't
react to a sudden change of command [1ke a company
of soldiers In the Wilhelmite army, Instead of +he
dlalectical play of forces Invoived In &n upsurge
of proletarian activity, the KPD !'Zentrale' had set
up a putsch. The XAPD fought agalnst the declared
policy of the Third International that more than
anything It was necessary to draw the broad mass of
workers into a uniflied party and then revelutionlse
them by means of that party. |t argued +hat +his
wags an non-marxlst view of the taws of mass
psychology. The transformatfon of proletarian

fdeclogy into class consciousness cannot come by
such a means.

The leadership of the KPD at that time excused
every fallure by thls ratfonallsation: The +time
avallable to revolutlonise the masses who came from
the USPD was too short. But the passage of time
showed that the reverse was the case: +the dead
weight of the broad mass who jolned the party out
of sympathy with Soviet Russia, but without a clear
and firm inslght inta the politics of revolutlionary
class struggle were not revolutionised by the VKPD.
on the contrary the VKPD was de-revolutionfsed by
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those masses. Thls consequence was also made
manifest by the struggie within the trades unlons.

The March Actlon was to be the last attempt +o
unieash the latent revolutionary element of class
consclousness on the widest basis In a struggle for
the selzure of power, All these attempts failed
for two reasons: the fundamental opposition of both
Soclal Democracy and Trades Unlons o any active
revolutionary orlentation of class struggle, and
because of the behaviour of the KPD which wanted &
dictatorship of leaders Instead of a class
dictatorship., In additlen +o +this, +his
leadership, because of I[ts vacillating and
contradlctory conception of revolutionary pelitics,
repeatedly changed 1its poslitlons and because of
this Introduced confuslon Into the workfng class
and hindered the development of class consclousness
among the broad masses, Further to these two
factors, the failure of the revolution in Germany
was the resuft of the oppesition of the bourgeolsie
only Insofar as this Itself was dependant on the
forgoing factors. In the first few years after the
war the bourgeolsle was completely split between
the monarchical clircle and the rising 'democratic!
factlon, both politically and economleally, over
the questlon of Inflatfon and the economy, The
concentration of and unity of +the bourgecisle s
characteristle only of +the present phase of
development, This section doss not concern Itself
with the Influence of the Russlans on the German
Revolution., This comes under +the heading of the
separation of the KAPD from the Third
. International, We wlll now return t+o +he Inner
development of the party after i+s foundatlion,

The German Revolution
2, Internal Factlonal Struggles.

it has already been shown how this party arose out
of the cpposition of the membership of the KPD to
the party leadership, The party therefore gathered
up almost all the groups which stood In oppos|tion
to +the domlneering conduct of the ‘Zentralet,
without any predetermined surety that thls
opposition was homogeneous or +hat I+ had become
homogensous in [ts conception and politlical tasks.
The struggle against the oid party was accompanied
by a process of Internal clarlflication which, above
all, was directed agalnst two tendencles: agalnst
the "natlonal bolshevik" programme of the Hamburg
opposition (Fritz Wolfheim and Helnrich Laufenberg)



and agalnst the adherents of the so-celled 'Unitary
Organlsation' and denlers of the need for a party
(Otto Ruhle - Dresden).

Wolfheim and Laufenberg supported a programme
calllng for & revolutionary alllance between the
bourgeoisie and the proletarlat In favour of =&
generallsed popular uprising against Entente
tmperialism, and regarded the call to desert Issued
by the Spartakusbund In the last months of the war
as treachery.

Shortly after the foundatien of the party the
Northern Reglonal Conference, In a leaflet on 1st
May 1920, came out with an open cail In the spirit
of thls theory, slgned by Wolfheim and Laufenberg,
The Party Conference of August 1920 In Berlin -
Wajsgensee took & firm stand agalnst the theory of
+he national bolshevik group: The reglon was
expelled and rebullt anew In the course of time.
Wolfheim and Laufenberg soon lost al! Influence In
the proletariat and +together with officers and
businessmen founded a "Soclety for the Study of
German Communlsm®,

While with the natfonal bolshevliks it was only a
question of & small group whch had only a small
following of propagandisers and dld not extend
beyond one region, the controversy wlith +the
Uniflers under the leadership of Ruhle wes with an
outspokenly anarcho=syndicallst tendency which had
a wide following throughout the proletariat, It
was shot through with petit bourgeols ldeology that
above all denled the. need for a party as an organ

of the proletariat and merely calted for & coming:

together. . of the economic _
federalist  basols with full  autonomy for each
reglon, = This struggle was fought Inside the AAY
from which thls group split off to form the AAUE.
The adherents of this 'Emhelts-tendency', who based
themselves on the Amerlcan iWW and thelr ldeas of
the "One Blg Unlon®, left the party. The KAPD wel!

organlsations on  a

understood that in thelir ranks were many good and .

authentlc revolutionaries who had fatlen Into . the

extreme position of opposing all partles because of

the treachery of ‘those mass partles buflt: on
leadership princliples.  But for the preparation of
the revolution such 'an organisation. 1s. a
prerequlisite fthat can only be superceded In a

classless soclety, The position of. the KAPD on the .

question of the Party was lald out In the Theses on

the Role of the Party In the Proletarlan Revolution -

of July 1921. Because the meaning of this questlon

s of the greestest Importance, they are reprinted
below:

Theses on the Role of the Party In the Proletarian
Revolution,

1. 1t 1s the historical task of the proletarian
revolution to bring the disposal of +he wealth of
+he earth [nte the hands of the working masses, to
put an end to the prlvate ownership of the means of
production, thus renderlng Tmpossible the axlstence
of a separate, explolting ruling class., This task
involves freelng the economy of soclety from all
fetters of political power and Ts, of course, posed
on & world scale.

2, The ending of the capltallst mode of production,
the taking over of this production, and putting it
the hands of thw workling class, the ending of all
class dlvislomns &nd the withering away of
political 1institutions and the bullding of a
communist economy is a historlc process whose
indlvidual moments cannot be predicted exactly,
Nevertheless, with regard to this question, on some
pelnts the role which political power will play in
this process |s settled.
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3. The proletarian revolutfon is at one and +he
same tIme a polltical and an economic process,
Nelther process can be solved at a soley national
level; the creation of communism on a worid scale
Is an absolute necessity for its survival,
Therefore 1+ follows +that until +the final
destructlon of the power of capltal on a world
scale, the victorlous sectlons of the revelutionary
proletarfat stlil needs polltical power to defend
itself agalnst, and If possible attack, the
external political power of the counterrevelution.

4. In additlon 1o these reasons make
political power necessary for +he victorious
sectlons of the proletarfat, there are addi+lonal
reasons relating to the internal development of the
revolution. The revolution - viewed as a political
process - has Indeed one declislve moment, the
taking of political power. The revolution - taken
a8 an economlc process - has no such decisive
moment. Long work wlll be necessary to take over
the dlrecticn of the economy on the part of the
proletariat, to eradicate the profit motive and tao
replace it wlith an economy based upon need. It Is
self evlident that during this perlod, the
bourgeoisie wlll not remaln ldie, but will +ry to
regain power for ‘the purpose of defending their
profits. It follows that in the counfrles with a
developed democratic ldeofogy - that ¥s, in the
advanced Tndustrial counirles - +hey will seek +to
mislead the workers with democratic slogans, It Is
thus essential that the workers possess a strong,
unwavering polltical power until they have taken
over, In concrete terms, control of the economy and
broken the grip of the bourgeoisle. This perlod is
the dictatorship of the proletarlat.

which

5. The need for the proletarfat to hold political
power after the politlcal vietory of the revelution
conflrmg, as a consequence, the necessity for a
political organisation of the proletariat just as
much after as before the seizure of power,

&, The politlcal .workers' counclls (Soviets) are
the. historically determined, ‘all-embracing form of
proletarian power and adminlstration: et all times
they supercede the Individual polnts of +he class
struggle and pose the question of complete power.

7. . The  hlstorically. determined form of
organisatfon, whlch groups . together +he most
conscious and prepared proletarlan flghters, is the
party. Since +the " historical +ask of the
proleterian revolution Is communism, this party, in
its programme and f+s theory, can only be a
communist party. The Communist party must have a
thorough and worked out programmatic basis and must
be organised and dlsciplined in its entlrety from

below, as a unlified will, It must be the head and
the hand of the revolution.

B. The maln task of the Communlst party, Just as
much after as before the sejzure of power Is, in
the confuslon and fluctuations of the proletarlan
revelutlon, to be the one clear and unfllnching
-compass towards communism, the Communist party
must show the masses the way forward In all
sTtuatlions, not only in words, but also In deeds,
In all the lssues of the political struggle before
the seizure of power, It must bring out, In the
clearest manner, the difference between reform and
revolutlon, must brand every deviation +owsrds
reformism as a betrayal of the revolutlion, and of
the working class, as giving a new lease of life to
the old system of profit, Just as there can be no
community - of Interest between explolter and
exploTted, so there can be no unlty between reform
and revolutlon. Social Democratic reformlsm -



whatever mask [t might choose to wear - [s today
the greatest obstacle to the revolution, and the
last hope of the rullng class.

9, The Communist party must therefore unflinchlingly

oppose every manifestation of reformism and
opportunism with equal determlnation [In I+ts
programme, Its press, its tactics and activitles,

Especlially, I+ should never allow [ts membership to
expand faster +than the existing communist kernel
can absorb.

10. Not only seen as a whole but in Its Individual
moments +he revolutlon Is a dlalectical process; in
+he course of the revolution +he masses make
1nevltable vaclllations, The Communlst party, as
+he organlsatlfon of the most consclous elements,
must Itself strive not +o succumb to these
vacl!lations, but to put them right. Through the
clerlty and principied nature of thelr slogans,
+hefr unlty of words and deeds, thelr Involvement
in +the struggle, the correctness of thelr
predictifons, they must help the proletarlat to
quickly and completely overcome esach vecl!lation.
Throughout 1t+s actlivlity the Communlst party must
develop the class consclousness of the proletarlat,
even at the cost of belng momentarily apparently In
opposition to the masses, Only thus will fthe
party, in the course of the revolutionary struggle,
win the trust of +he messes and accomplish =&
revolutionary education of +he widest numbers.
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organlsations (BOs) which will unilte Inte Workers
Unlons ('Unlonen') and which wlll prepare for +he
taking over of production by the worklIng class,

13. The revolutionary factory organisations are the
foundations for the outbreak of s+ruggle and
actlon, +the nuclel of fighting workers, +the
forerunners and buflding blocks of the
revolutionary workers counclls.

14, In creating these class wlide organlsatlons of
the revolutlonary proletariat, the communists prove
the strength of & unlfied, unlted body. And In the
'Unfonent they show en example of communist theory
In practice, seeking the victory of the proletarlan
revolution and as a conseguence, the achlevement of
a communist econamy.

15, The role of +the party after the polltical
vietory Is dependent on the International situation
and on the development of the class consclousnass
of the proletariat, While the dictatorshlp of the
proletariat s necessery, the communist party must
do all it can to push events In a communist
direction., To this end, In all the Industrlallsed
countrles i+ 1is absolutely essentlal that +the
widest possible number of revolutlonary workers,
under the Influence of the spirlt of the party, are
actlively Invalved In  the teking over and
_ Being organlised in
‘Unionent, schooled In individual

transforming of the economy .
factorfes and

All Power to the Workers Coumcils!

11. The Communis¥ party naturally must not lose
contact with the masses., Thls means, aslide from
the obvlious duty of Indefatigable propaganda, that
1+ must afso Intervene [n any movement of the
workers caused by economic needs and attempt to
clarify such movements and develop them by
encouraging appeals for active solldarity so that
the struggles are extended, and where possible,
take on revolutionary and polltical forms. But the
Communist party cennot strengthen the spirit of
opportunism by ralsing partial reformist demands In
the name of the party.

12. The most fimportant practical activity of the
communists In the economic struggle of +he workars
lies In the orgenisation of those means of struggle
which, In the revolutlonary epoch, In all the
highly developed countries, are the only weapons
sultable for the struggle, This means +hat the
communlists must therefore seek to unlte +he
revolutionary workers, (not merely the members of
the Communist party), to help them come together in
the factories and +o bulld up *the factory

conflicts, forming committees of actlon, are the
necessary preparation which will be undertaken by
the vanguard of the working class I[+self and will

prepare them for the development of +the
revolutlonary struggle.

16. Inasmuch as the masses, after the polltical
victory of the revolutlon, are strong and ready In
the ‘'Unionen' as thelr class organtsation, +to
Introduce the basis of the dictatorship of the
proletariat Into the system of counclls, they will|
increase In Importance In relation to +the party.
Inasmuch as the masses deepen the roots of thelr
proletarian dictatorship In the consclousness of
the broad masses, the party loses Its Importance
vis a vis the workers counclls. Finally, to the
extent that the safeguarding of the revolution by
political viclence becomes unneccessary, Inasmuch
as the messes finally transform thelr dlctatorship
Intoe a communist economy, the party ceases to
exlst." (from 'Proletarlan' July 1921.)

Alt these factlon struggles, whlch were waged with



great flercensss, as was general In that perlod,
hed been resclved by the end of 1920, and had led
to a unified political |Ine.

Now controvery also raged over the questlon of what
positlon +c take towards Soviet Russle and the
Third International.

3. The KAPD and +he Third International.
Parllagentarisa and the Trades Unlon Question.

Immedfately on 1+s foundation the party had applied
for affililatlon to the Comintern In the fult
knowledge +hat on +he essential questions of
revolutionary class struggle the German members of
the Cemintern, and the Executlve of the Communist
International (ECC1) Informed by them, took a stand
In opposition to us, But there was a bellef in the
poosibitity of & change in that. .The_prolefarlnf
saw In Soviet Russia the front Illne .of the world
revolutlion, with which it expressed solidarity and
from which It expected that revolution would
materlalise among the masses of Fha wastern
eurbpean Industrial proletariat. For th'KAPD the
_ struggle withln +he Third international, which
quickly developed Into a tool of the Russian State
for making agreements with the Internatlional
bourgeolsie, became the struggle ageinst the Third
International, :

Soon after the flrst Party Conference the KAPD sent
Jung and Appel to Moscow, following.an. Tnvitation
from the ECCI which had proposed such a meeting:
the outcome of this was entlrely negative since
thelr expert on. German affalrs was Karl Radek, and
_thus 1t was obviously Tmpossible to come to a clear
definl4fon of positions, The leitmotlv of Sovlet
Russia was to Influence broad masses of workers in
the defence of Russla, since they despalred of them
unleashing a struggle on their own, o

 The KAPD. thought that white this might be
. “mppropriate for Russla, for the western European
proletariat ?he'flhs?.consldaratlbn_of_qﬂCpmmunls+
party was to have principles of the utmost clarity
~and to avoid every tendency towards compromlse: to
rely soley on increasing the mass of the membership
was a mistake, since such a membershlip’s under-
standing would stll|l be rooted In the pre~
revolutionary forms of parllamentarlsm and trades
unfons, and, In the exceptional condltions of a
revolutlonary sltuation, must go astray.

Rugafa denled the valldity of this vlewpolnt,
seeking to make contact as qulickly as possible with
the worklng ciass, Tts existing large organlsations
and thelr members who, If not adhering program-
matically to communlsm, at least were strong encugh
as a politlcal force for the Influencing of thelr
own governments In a pro-Russlan manner, or at
least so as to paralyse any tendency agalnst Sovlet
Russla. :

The KAPD criticised +this attitude from +the
standpoint of the need to take power, They falt
that all this had nothing to do with the creatlon
of the proletarian revolutlon In . Western Europe,
that the Bolsheviks were trylng to generalise on
the revolutlonary experiment outr of +helr own
experlence, They themsslves had led a tactic and a
struggle that could truly be called one of the
greatest experiments 1In history. But from a
dlalectical viewpoint the +taking of power
mecessitates a period of struggle. The proletariat
can only develop Its own consclousness through this
struggle =~ creating 1ts own vanguard from within
1tself In these struggles.
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After a few weeks the delegation returned
accompanied by a serles of admonltions to review
our party's conceptions on +he questions of
parlfament and the trades unions and +o organise a
provisional Informatlon bureav +together with the
KFD and to send delegates f¢ the Impending Second
Congress In July 1920, In spite of a wldely
distributed "Open Letter to the KAPD® +ha att+itude
of Moscow had ne Influance on our party membership.
Ruhle (who was stI71 In the party at that time) and
Merges were delegated +o attend the Second Congress
in Moscow, but they left after & few days without
even making an ettempt to put the viewpolnt of the
KAPD before the wide audlence of +the assembled
forelgn comrades. The Second Congress cllimaxed In
the wali-known '21 Theses! in whlch the KAPD saw
only the strengthening of +he development of
reformlsm. They decided to walt until +the next

Congress to see whether these requirements would be
retalned.

At the Gotha Congress of +he KAPD where +hls
decislon was ratifled the KAPD asserted once more
1ts position as a ‘'sympathlsing' party agalnst a

minority led by Pfemfert and Broh. who already
proposed breaking off all dlscusslons wi+h +the
ECCI.

But the party wanted one more opportunity to
present its opinions In Moscow and +o +he other
partles of the Third Internatlional: so 1t sent a
new delegation conslsting of Gorter, Rasch and
Schroder to Moscow to take part In another meeting.
The extended debates In Moscow and Leningrad found .
thelr cutcome 1n Gerter's book "Reply to LenIn® (a
reply to Lenin's 'Left Wing Communism'), Anton
Pannekoek!s ®World Revolution and Communlst
Tactics®, and In numerous articles In the party
press, resolutlons of Reglonal Organlsatlons, all
of which took thelr stand unanimously on the KAPD
programme. Down with Parllamantarism! Smash +the
Trade Unlensl Bulld up the BOs! Slnce these two
quastions lay at the basis of the KAPD programme
the fundamental elements are given here from party
| iterature. . : -

{a) On The Question of Particlpation In Par!iament.,

" Such power as the bourgeoisle stil| possesses In
This perlod resides In the proletarlat's fack of
autonomy and Independence of = spirit, Tha
process of revolutionary development consists In
the proletarlat emanclpating themselves from
this dependence, from the fradltions of the past
- and this Is only possible through 1%s own
experlence of struggle. . . parllsmentary
activity |s the paradlgm of struggles In which
only the l|eaders are actively involved and in
which the masses themselves play a subordinate
role, It consists In (fndividual deputlies
carrylng on the maln battle; thls is bound +o
arouse the Tllusion among the masses +hat others
can do thelr flghting for them. . .
Parllamentarism Inevitably tends to [nhlbit the
autonomous activity by the masses that Is
necessary for revolution. . . Revolutlon
requires soclal reconstruction +o be undertaken,
diffleult declslons made, the whole proletariat
Involved In creative action . . so long as the
worklng class thinks 1+ sees an easier way out
through others acting on its behalf - leadlng
agitation from a  hlgh platform, taking
decisions, giving slignals. for actlon, meking
laws - the old habits of thought and the old
waaknesses wlll make I+ hesftate and remain
passive" (from Pannekoek's HWorld Revolutlom and
Communist Tactles,)

(b) On the Question of the Unions



" The Trades Unlons erose in the perlod of
ascendant capltalsm and gave expressfon to the
tasks possible In that era as an organ of
struggle for better conditions of wages and work
Inslde the caplitallst system, Thelr propaganda
admlttedly pointed to the development of
capltalism Into socialism, but +thelr real
character developed In thelr reformist struggles
agalnst the excesses and abuses of fhe
capitallst system. In accordance with +this
function the trades unlons assumed, as +ime
passed, an even mecre capitalist character In
thelr organisational structure, A domlnating
bureaucracy arose which had control over all the
relns of the organisation, without Itself having
any roots In the productive process. Bound up
with the exlstence of this organisatlon for
better or worse the bureaucracy, of necesslity,
had to fall vietim to a system of operation
which avolded serlous disturbances thrown up by
sharpening class struggle, and served +the
Interests of confusfon and compromlse.

The membershlp of the trades unlons are divided
up according to occupation: the unlons only had
a class struggle perspective at that time, when
Capitallsm conslsted malnly of small and medium
scale factorles, with a particular hlerarchy of
skills. But the arrangement of Jobs In modern
large scale capltallsm, En glant enterprlses, in
horfzontal and vertical +trusts unlted at =&
natfonat level, In a productive milieu of
advanced technology and Interchangeable
categorles, changes all this". (from the KAPD
pamphlet Trades Unlons +to0 +The Rescue of
CapltalIsm) '

(c) The General Workers' Unlon (AAU) and Factory
Organlsation (BO)

" The AM s the first foundatlon stone In the
bullding of the council organisation. |+ must
thus bulld itself up In the factorles as cells
of production. In the factorfes the proletariat
stands next to one another as class comrades.
Here the masses stand amongst the machinery of
productlfon and the reproduction of soclety,
Here the revolutlontsing of consciousness can ba
brought about soley on the basis of class
Interests, not of capitalist ones: the craft
Interests of the worker are submerged In his
befonging to a mass and thls awareness flows In
an [nexhaustable stream from men to man. The
factory organisation Is the predetermined cell
of +the ‘Unlonen': +t+he ‘Unlonen' 1z +the
organlsational unity of these cells.  the
Indfvidual BD - Yo which the unemployed also
belong - sre grouped eccording to geagraphical
and economlec areas, tThese economlc: areas
conforming as far as possible +o definite
economlcal ly Interdependent areas." (from the
KAFD pamphlet The General Workers Unlon. Berlin
1923,) ‘ .

As an result of the above mentioned negotfations
the KAPD was, In the Autumn of 1920, given a flxed
place on the Executive Committee of the Third
International. The party also sent I+s delegates
but no kind of practical consequence waa attalned,
even though Bukharin, Radek and others shared, on
many polnts, the criticisms of +he conduct of the
leaders of the KPD that the KAPD had. But they
sttll promoted the entry of the KAPD membership
Into the KPD and, above all, activity In Par!lament
and the trades unlons., They thus held the opinfon
that all that was necessary In order to turn +hese
counterrevolutionary organlsations In a revolut-
lonary dirsction was the activity of resl revelut-
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lonaries Inside them., They denled the valldity of
the oppesing viewpolnt, that from the viewpolint of
the development of class struggle these histor-
ically bypessed organs could not be revolutionised,
but rather this effort would absorb revalutlonary
energles needed elsewhere: a viewpoint which the
KAPD believed it had demonstrated from 1+s dafly
practlce. The remalning six months close contact
with Moscow clrcles allowed us desp Insights into
the structure of the Russlan reconstruction, an
understanding of the mentality of +he leadIlng as
well es the most varled layers of the proletarlat,

For our delegates were glven unlimited freedom of
movemenf. o . ’

 Herman Gorter

A desp Impression was made on the KAPD delegates by
the passionate Intersst which +he Russlan
proletarlat took: at mass meetings In +he events In
Germany, all the more so sinee +he Russlan
proletariat had been greatly confugsed by Paul
Levits pamphlet against +he KPD leadership In the
March Actlon and on the bases for dissention within
the leadership between Klara Zetkin and the radlcal
wing led by Reuter frleslands, In personal
dlscusslons with Lenln, It transpired thet though
he resclutely condemned +he general line of Levl,
In relatlon to the March Actlon he thought him
corract. The close touch kept with the non-Russlan
members of t+he ECCl showed clear|y that though many
sections adhered to the Third International ocut of
genulne proletarlan enthuslasm, this enthuslasm was
not based on a clear Marxist understanding., This

was especlally clear wlth regard to the delegates
of the English party,

In the summer of 1921 the Third Congress took place
and at 1+ the KAFD members Bergman, Hempel, Sachs
and Seeman once more took part [n the discussions,
basing thelr contributlions on the positions of the
party, so far as thls was possible In ‘the shortened

time allowed for speeches, end by the rejection of
thelir proposals.



Apart from thess dlscussions, In one particular
case the KAPD were the only forelgn deliegation
which supported the t'Workers Opposition' led by
Alexandra Xollontal within the RKP on the questlon
of Internal Russian pollcies. The demand placed on
the KAPD st the end of the Congress +o merge with
the KPD and accept the '21 Theses' was rejected by
[+. Since the delegation unanimously expressed
thls position, It was not allowed +o say so In open

sesslon and at & closed meeting of the ECCI +he
followlng statement was read out:

" The KAPD delegates were given a renswed order by
*he concluding sesslfon of the Congress to merge
the KAPD with the KPD and mlsc regarding Its
relationshlp with +he Third Internatfonal,
Fully aware of +the serlousness of our
responsibl1ity the delegatlion has come to the
fol lowing decision unanimously.

The tactlcal struggle of this Congress sgainst
the KAPD has taken the form of =2 struggle
against a political opponent whose arguments
were portrayed as useless and whose exlstence as
a political factor was typlfied as Irreievant.
Thus we see!

1) For several weeks the delegates to the
Congress recelved & caricature of the KAPD
through distorted articles In the Russian Press,
In  "Communist Internetionat™ and In the
newspapers of the Congress while our corrections
and explanations are not even printed,

2) During the Congress the curtailment of free
expressfon of our opinlons was put Inte
operation, The Intentlon of this tactic was
made clear a+ the end when during the
dliscussions of the affalrs of the KAFD, we were
aliowed onty half an hour's +ime to speak, Thus
we were forced to refuse In order not to become
willing participants In & farce,

Thls formal behavliour Is Intimately connected
with +the political orientation which +the
Communist Internattonal, under the Influence of
the Russlan comrades, s taking. The events of
the Congress has shown +that the polltical
viewpoint of Paul Levl has triumphed, - Formal
edherence to the March Actlon Is thus reduced to
a revolutlonary gams, Without any guarantees
the Czech party, under “the opportunist
leadership of Smeral, has been become a full
sectlon of the |International on the basis of
completaly empty promises, We have already
spoken of the |tallan Socinllst party, which has
Just concluded a derl with the Fascistl. The
principle of participation 1In  bourgeois
pariiaments has been reafflrmed, desplte the sad
experlence of this tactic In Germany, Austria
France etc., In spite of the carlcature of
trevolutionary parl!liamentarism®, The doomed
politics of work Inside the oid trades unlons
has been endorsed., This means, In splte of all
the phraseclogy, a capitulation to the Amsterdam
Infernatlonal, and has underlined the swindle of
economic perllamentarism. The Congress even
toyed with the notion of revolutionlsing the co-
operative movement,

This, as Is becoming clear to everyone, Iis a
continuation of +he path chosen at the Second
Congrese, the path of error, of abandonment of
the revolutlonary road for that of reformism,
from the path of struggle to the tactics of
negotiation and diplomacy, of +he glossing over
of differences, The protest reglstered by us to
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the protocel on the adoption of the Theses on
Tactics qives ample confirmation of this.,

These are the conslderations around which one
must conslder the damand for us to merge wlth
the KPD In order to understand that, for the
KAPD, such a demand Is qulte Impossible. thls
merger would mean our submissien to a party 1n
the process of disintegrating, and In which, due
to the [nfluence of this Congress, reformlsm is
now dominant, OCur sllencing by use of an
organlisetion hostile to us - {using press,
finance, leadership ¢cllques) glives no
possibi{lty of any kilnd of healthy entry into
such a party on any kind of real basis. From
these considerations, and without any other
mandate from our party, the opinlon of our
delegation s that wi+h one volce we refuse to
merge with the KFD, In splite of our mandate our
exlt from the Third International Is not the
last word: our members will speak for
themselves. They themselves wil| reply ta this
path of reformism and opportunism, The
International proletariat will hear our reply.

We are qulte clear about our responsfbitity to
the German working class, towsrds Soviet Russia,
towards the world revolution and they will not
tet us be bound by the Congress! resolutions,
IT tlves and goes on [ts way and we are going
with it, 'In the service'.n

When the outcome of thls Congress was publlshed the
KAFD's membership answered with an unegulvocal
agreement wlth thelr delegates. The party
formallsed I+s departure from +he Comintern on the
basis of an almost unanimous agresment of &l the
Individual economlc reglons. .

Together wlth opposi+tion groups from the Dutech and
Bulgarfan pertles, who had Iikewlse seceded from
sections adhering to +he Comintern, the Communist
Workers International was founded ‘In Aprll 1922
which functioned as an organfsatlon Bureau whose
task was the keeping of contact between fraternal
parties. The further development of the party will
be only brlefly mentloned here.

Consldaring the enormohs havée wraaked by bourgeals
class Justice in our ranks, the centinued existence

of the party through the decllne of the
revolutionary wave Is It+self a conslderable
achievement, At this time of defeat the party

stll1 regards Its maln task to be to propagandl se
among the proletarlat and recreate an understandlng
of the character of the organisations necessary for
the revolutionary class struggle and to hold on to
The theory that In the next wave of revolution and
deepening of proletarian consclousness, the cless
can only succeed fn 1ts tasks by completely

breaking with pre-revolutlonary methods of pursuing
Tts Interests,

Note. Many of the materlals mentioned and quoted
by Refchenbach are avaljable In English., Some have
appeered In Pannekoek and Gorter's Marxism edited
by D.A. Smart, or In Pannekoek and the Workers
Councils edited by Serge Briclaner, others have
been published by such as the CHO and CBG Tn lssues
of thelr publications, Recently & complete text of
Gorter's Open Letter to Lenlnwas publlshed by
Wlldeat and +he CBE has many other KAPD materials
translated or In French and German awalting
translatlon Including further pariphlets by Gorter
and the complete transcripts of the flrst three
Congresses of +the KAPD in German. Ald with

translation and publlishing would be welcomsed from
interested readers.



