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REPORTS FROM SPAIN
o (Continued from page 1)

The organization of the economy is in
the hands of the C.N.T.

The Revolutionary Defense Committee
has formed a committee for economic
organization which is in contact with the
food and transportation unions and with
local cooperatives. Goods are delivered
by the committee.

Life at Valls

Inform. Bur. of F.AL & C.N.T., Barcelona

BARCELONA, SPAIN, July 30, 1936.
—Great enthusiasm prevails here, The
fact that there was very little fighting
here facilitated the reorganization of
work, and the few reforms it undertook,
were accepted with indifference, The in-
flupnce of the C.N.T. is shown by the
desire of the people for radical change.
Many arrests and requisitions took
place. There was a great shortage of
arms, especially in view of the large
number of military volunteers. The mili-
tary committee was composed as follows:

2 delegates for the Esquerra.
2 delegates for the P.O.UM. (Worl-
ers Party of Marxist Unity).

2 delegates for the Socialist Union of
Catalonia.

1 delegate for the U.G.T.
5 delegates for the anarchists,

A people’s kitchen, directed by the
C.N.T., was installed, The local federa-
tion of the C.N.T. now has its head-
quarters in the Franciscan Convent which
was requisitioned by the anti-Fascist
Committee.

To the W(;rkers and

Peasants of Spain!

To the Working Class
the World Overl

A great battle, an epic battle, is raging
today in Spain, one which has thrust the
laboring masses squarely against all their
exploiters. Fascism in Spain is playing
its trump card. The military putsch of
(zeneral Franco, backed up by the Fascist,
Robles, and the Dbanker-adventurer,
March, was initiated in the arny of the
recently elected “Popular Front” govern-
ment, The government realized from the
beginning that it could searcely rely on
its officers and generals. It, therefore,
called directly upon the working masses.
Only then did the real battle begin, the
battle of the Social Revolution against
Fascism. And the battle continues with
our C.N.T. (the Spanish Anarcho-Syn-
dicalist Confederation of Labor) in the
front hnes, The detachments of our
fighters, after having crushed the Fasgists
in Barcelona, are moving on towards
Saragossa to do the same there. In
Madrid, Malaga, Cadiz, Seville, Gijon
and aﬁaong the heroic Aslurians, the red-
and-black flag. of the CN.T. and the
F.'A. 1. (Iberian Anarchist Federation)
waves on the barricades, on armored
motor cars, on the cannons, the machine
guns and the rifles. The masses cannot
fail 1o be viclorious, no matter the vicis-
situdes of the moment, nor the losses we
may suffer. The working class every-
where is passionately following the prog-
ress of the battle and already is begin-
ning to hear the cry of victory over
Spanish Fascism, the first breach in the
solid front of world Fascism,

We of the International Wurkingman's
Association, of which the Spanish
CN.T. is the most powerful revolu-
tionary pivot, hope that with the aid of
our constituent sections in Europe, Asia
and America, the workers and peasants
of Spain, after there victory, will be able
to carry to fruition their full emancipa-
tion and will not permit any miscarriage
of the inevitable and triumphant Social
Revolution.

Long live the CN.T.!
Long live the Social Revolution!
Long live Libertarian Communism !

—THE INTERNATIONAL WORK-
INGMEN'S ASSOCIATION.

Priests Force Peasants to Defend the Churches
4 Inform. Bur. of F.A.LL & C.N.T., Barcelona

As soon as the priests of Vic and
the surrounding territory learned what
was taking place in Barcelona, they
called on the peasants to help them. Many
refused, but they were forced to come
to the churches to defend them. When
the anti-Fascist militia was apprised of
this, they proceeded to capture the
churches, In one church they found the
priests disgifised as peasants. They were
able to distinguish between priests and

peasants by virtue of the fact that the
lily white hands of the priests showed
no signs of labor. The peasants, whom
the priests had forced at the point of
guns to take refuge in the church were
immediasely ireed, the priests were ar-
rested and the church burned. The pea-
sants warmly thanked our comrades for
having freed them from the yoke of
reaction.

What the Spanish

Revolutionists Want

The following letter was sent to the
Anarchist Union of France by Pierre
Albert, one of the French comrades who
went to Spain to help fight the Fascists:

Puigcerda, July 27, 1936.

We arrived at Puigcerda yesterday
morning and found even greater enthusi-
asm than we had hoped for.

The people are armed, which is a good
sign.  They shall not permit anyone to
take' from them their instruments of
emancipation. Of that we can be sure.

The organization is perfect; the syn-
dicalists and members of the F.A.I. make
no attempt to dominate the other parties
in the Workers Alliance. Despite their
indisputable influence they have done
what, in my opinion, is right. But what
is important is that all the decisions taken
by the Revolutionary Committee bear the
imprint of Anarcho-syndicalism.

Last night the Revolutionary Commit-
tee decreed the following:

1. The destruction of all records of
claims to private property,

2. A struggle for proper social hy.
giene,

3. The abolition of hovels as dwell-
ing places, and the confiscation of all
real estate. All claimants will have to
register imrhediately with the Revolution-
ary Committee,

4. The 36-hour week for all cate-
gories of workers.

5. A merciless battle for the complete
aunilitlation of Tascism.

All Fascists attempting to  obstruet
revolutionary action will be properly
dealt with,

I must be very brief because we must
leave this morning for-Baragossa or per-
haps Barcelona in order to join those
forces marching agamst the Fascist in-
surgents in the center of Spain.

Fraternal greetings o all the com-
rades,

Piepre Albert.

Economic Life in Villan-
ueva and Geltrue Con-
trolled by Anti-Fascists

Inform. Bur, of F.A.L. & CN.T., Barcelona

All Luildings here were kept intact
except thuse deemed useless by the peo-
ple.  The Catholic Seat has been con-
verled into a popular restaurant, the
Traditionalist center into a food co-
operative and military headquarters, and
the circle of the Regionalist League into
headquarters of the CN.T.

The church and the CED.A. local
have been requisitioned by the Liber-
tarian Youth.

The P.O.U.M. has requisitioned the
Religious College.  In Villanueva and
Geltru that organization had no strength
before the revolution. The Monks Col-
lege has been requisitioned by the U.G.T.

The anti-Fascist Commitlee edits a
bulletin. It controls the telegraphs and
telephones,

FRANCISCO ASCASO

—_—

Hero of the Revolution

-

Francisco Ascaso was born in the town
of Ahnudevas in the province of Huesca
in the year 1901. At a very early age
he became acquainted with the Anarchist
movement, During the course of a
tumultous strike in Saragossa, he was
arrested and condemned to death, Due
to his extreme youth he was pardoned.

In 1923 the reactionary siovement in
Spain took on added impetus, The soul
of this movement in Saragossa was Car-
dinal Soldevila, who was killed in a pol-
itical attentat.  Ascaso, suspected of
having participated in this murder, was
arrested; torture awaited him, but he
fled the country before the trail.

Primo de Rivera was declared dictator
of Spain. A bloody persecution ensued.
There was dire need of money to aid
the victins and their families. Ascaso
was determined to get maoney, cost
what it may. The Spanish guver-
ment  started a relentless search  for
him and put a price on his head.
He again had to flee for his life
and this time went to the Argentine.
Here he preached his revolutionary doc-
trine and soon became involved with the
Argentine government. For the second
time he was condemned to death. He

Jescaped to Europe but this “dangerous”

Anarchist was denied sanctuary by all
the countries of Europe. Ordered out of
TFrance, not even permitted to land in
Germany, the whole world talked of the
revolutionary activities of this young
anarchist.  With his friends, Buenaven-
tura Durutti and Jover, he started a
splendid revolutionary paper. In Belgiun
he found a temporary asylum,

The Spanish April revolution enabled
him to return o Spain,  tHe threw hine
self wholeheartedly into the revolution,
Durutti and Ascaso took an active part
in some of the fiercest battles of this
revolution. Ascaso, was both orator and
fighter. On the platform one was im-
pressed by his logic, on the battlefield his
generalship.  With rifle and revolver he
stormed the Fascist headquarters and the
military camps of Fascist followers.. Day
and night he fought tirelessly. The
strength and morale of the fighting pro-
letariat of Barcelona staggered the
enemy under the heroic leadership of
Ascaso and Durutti.

On the morning of July 19, with in-
comparable - heroism, they repulsed a
terrific attack. In the district of Santa
Monica and nearby streets the members
of the CN.T. fought with unbelievable
fury. In the neighborhood of Columbus’
statue, on the outskirts of the district,
and adjoining the waterfront, the Fascists
set up a machine gun and directed their
fire upon our men, who under the leader-
ship of Francisco Ascaso threatened to
capture their position. The Fascisis
raised the white flag of surrender. When
our comrades, with Ascaso in the van,
approached to take them, the Fascists
trained their machine guns on them,
Riddled by innumerable bullets, Ascaso
died fighting,

The death of the comrades who fell in
this battle against the Spanish Fascists
filled our hearts with sadness, but the loss
of Ascaso is irreparable,

We shall avenge him, yes we will

avenge him.
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Victory In Valencia

VALENCIA, SPAIN (FP)—(By air-
plane to Paris)—For a week the tension
in Valencia was so great that nobody
slept or went home. The workers
camped in the streets.

The civic authorities had refused to
open the arsenals and arm the people’s
militia, as Madrid had ordered. At the
end of the town, across the river, three
regiments of soldiers were confined to
barracks. They gave no sign of sym-
pathy. But their officers were known to
be adherents of the Fascist rebellion.
Any moment it was feared that the
troops might march in, occupy the town,
and set up a whité terror. The workers
covered the city with barricades in anti-
cipation of a fierce struggle. They were
going to receive the military with cobble-
stones and kitchen knives and with their
bare hands if need be.

The colonel commanding the regiment
of engineers called his men in the square
of the barracks. “We will occupy Val-
encia this morning,” he said. “Tomor-
row we march on Madrid.”

He had not the words out of his
mouth before he fell forward . . . dead.
A sergeant named Jose Fabra had killed
him. A moment later all the officers of
the regiment were dead. Then the .en-
gineers marched out into town and joined
the people. Arms were distributed.

The civilian governor, a new one, had
given the rebellious troops three hours
to surrender or be blown up. Inside the
city Fascist elements began to fire from
the roofs of the houses. Storm parties,
chiefly composed of women, began a sys-
tematic cleanup campaign of the Fascist
nests. Human bodies came tumbling
into the streets. Cordons of armed
workers barred off the fashionable quar-
ters of the city.

Two mornings later shops opened hes-
itatingly. 1 wanted to go out and watch
the battle for the citadel held by the
rebels. Its guns fired point-blank into
the city, setting many houses on fire,
From the roofs Fascists threw down
lumps of stone and slabs of lead and
fired pistols, You.had to rush and dash
from porch to porch to make any hegd-
way. Then a militiaman came running
into town shouting: “The rebels are sur-
rendering. The white flag is up!”

I ran with thousands towards the cita-
del. In a comer of the drill ground lay
the bodies of Fascist officers, executed
by the lancers before their surrender. A
peasant had got hold of a trombone afnd
was playing the Internationale, while
everybody uncovered. Just at that mo-
ment the artillerists arrived from their
neighboring barracks, where they too had
killed their officers. People “embraced
each other. A glorious, wild dance was
started. The parade ground rocked with
the stamp of the heavily-shod feet of
the cavalry, Men, women, children
danced in huge rings-around-the-rosie, in
pairs, singly, shouting, dancing, singing.
One man held a big globe in his hand,
taken from the officers’ library, and he
was hugging the whole world.

In the evening there were fireworks.
The syndicates published a manifesto,
saying: “Valencia is free of Fascism.
Tomorrow work resumes after 11 days
of general strike. After this the people
of Valencia will have to organize their
own lives in freedom.”

TO THE WORKERS OF ALL COUNTRIES

The Defense Committee of the C.N.T. and F.A.L appeals to all work-
ers and anti-fascists. Especially do they appeal to all conscientious writers
and reporters,

“It is not we who are the foes of order, but the militarists and fascists.
The heroic work of the F.A.L. and CN.T. in combination with other
workers crushed the fascist uprising in Catalonia. But Fascism has still not
been vanquished. Thousands of our comrades have surrounded Saragossa,
We are putting up a terrific struggle to save our comrades here and in the
rest of Spain. Our fight must be successful. Freedom must win over
slavery.

*“The hunger-driven workers of Spain are not Jooters and rapists, Even
the bourgeois reporters, in all but the most unscrupulous of Capitalist
papers have expressed admiration for the orderliness and respect for
foreigners that the workers of Catalonia are showing. The unscrupulous
are spreading their lies about the Spanish Revolutionists. Particularly are
they venting their spleen against the revolutionary workers of Barcelona,

“We appeal to you, friends of freedom. Do not believe the manu-
factured stories about murders, robberies and disorders in Catalonia. Remem-
ber that our fight is your fight. If we fall, Fascism will triumph in many
other countries. Our victory will be the victory of the international fight
for freedom against international Fascism. Our victory will be the victory
of human progress. Workers and anti-fascists of the world—help us!
We are the vanguard of the international workers’ movement in our fight
against the enemies of everything that is human. Do not allow lies to be
spread about the heroic fighters for Spanish and world freedom. We need
your sympathy and help. We are sure that at this moment of battle you
will not forsake us.

NATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF LABOR.
IBERIAN ANARCHIST FEDERATION.”

Friends of the Spanish Revolution are urged to take this appeal to
heart. Our Spanish comrades need not only your sympathy but financial
aid as well. Funds can be addressed directly to us, -Receipts will be sent
to you immediately and the monies will be shipped abroad at once. Now,
if ever, you must make every effort. Is there any sacriftce you can make
which will be comparable to the sacrifices our Spanish comrades are making
in their life and death struggle with the forces of barbarism!

HELP NOW! HELP NOW!

The Role of the CN.T. And The F. AL In Spain

(Continwed from page 3)

C.N.T. Both organizations work close
together. The F.AL is an organization
which aims to uphold the anarchist tra-
ditions in the Spanish labor movement.
It consists of a great number of young
active comrades who are always ready
to place themselves in the forefront of
the social struggle. Every member of
the F.A L is a member of the C.N.T. and
belongs to its most active fighters. Both
publish a-great deal of literature and run
large publishing houses, Apart from the

gigantic struggle of the Spanish revolu-
tionists against Fascism must come to
realize that the Spanish events cannot
be judged from a purely party point of
vitw, The movement of every country
possesses its own  definite character,
rooted in its traditions and the historical
development.  The labor movement is
not a church, recognizing only one dac-
trine of grace. All the talk about a
“united front” or “people’s front” is not
worth a straw if we don’t learn to respect

Cable to “Nation”
Confirms Qur Reports

In a cable to Tue NaTioN from Bar-

celona, dated August 10, Maxwell §S.
Stewart, associate editor of THE NATION,
gwes a firsi-hand account of the evenis
there which fully confirms our reports.
The following is an extract from Mr,
Stewart's report;
“Carg and trucks filled with armed men
and plastered over with the insignia of
the powerful trade unions—the Confed-
eracidn Nacional de Trabajadores and the
Unidn General de Trabejadores—drive
noisily through the streets at high speed,
their red flags flying proudly. Barricades
manned by armed workers may still be
found. Nearly all luxurious hotels have
been taken over by the trade uniops and
at least one is housing families of the
volunteers attacking Saragossa.

“That the workers are the actual mas-
ters of Catalonia today can scarcely be
disputed. Although the civil government
remains in the hands of the moderate
left Republicans, the actual power is
excercised by the Anti-Fascist Military
Comnittee, composed of representatives
of the leading political parties and trade
unions. The Anarcho-Syndicalists of the
C.N.T. and F.AlL (Federacion Anar-
quista [bérica) control five of the fifteen
members of the committee. The socialist
trade union and Marxist parties have
five, leaving only five in the hands of the
moderate left groups. Even this fails to
present a fair picture of the distribution
of power. The C.N.T., with tens of
thousands of armed workers, gained tre-
mendously in prestige and strength as a
result of the suppression of the military
uprising of July 19, when workers went
burehunded into the streets and literally
snatched weapons from the honds of fos-
cists. 1t can confiscate cars and hotels,
and commandeer supplies from private
business houses without challenge from
the bourgeois parties. For the moment
at least, none would dare try to disarm
its menthers.”

Great Britain

daily papers — “Solidaridad Obrera” in
Barcelona and “C.N.T.” in Madrid —
those two organizations publish about 35
weeklies and five monthlies. This alone
shows the strength of the movement and
the extent of its influence upon workers
and peasants. Added to which there are
a number of autonomous unions who
stand outside of the C.N.T., but who are
greatly influenced by the former, even
sending delegates to its conventions.

The proletariat of the world which
follows now with so tense an interest the

the opinions of others and not to judge
them from the narrow point of view of
one’s party doctrine,

The terrific strugples now going on in
Spain are a sign of the times. Now the
question is of repulsing an enemy who
threatens the very basis of culture and
threatens to hurl humanity back into bar-
barism,

Germany, Ttaly and Austria are bloody
warnings and let us see to it that the
lessons of the heroic example of Spain
should not be lost.

Recognizes C.IN.T.

The English consulate at Barcelona
has sent a list of all its citizens residing
in Spain so that the necessary measyres
might be taken for their security or even-
tual return. To whom has the English
consulate sent these lists? To the official
authority which is, in Barcelona, the
Catalonian goverment? On the coatrary,
the lists were officially sent . . . 1o a
Conunittee of the C.N.T.

It is the C.N.T. which plays the pre-
dominant role in Catalonia and is the one
tremendous force to be reckoned with
there, This is so in spite of the attempts
of 'radical” newspapers to ignore the
existence of the C.N.T. and the F.AL
On the other hand, the capitalist news-
papers find it necessary to report the
activities of the anarchists, But they, of
course, do so in a vicious, shameless man-
ner calling the armed workers of the
C.N.T. and F.AIL who are heroically
fighting against Fascism, “gunmen” (At
times “revolutionaries” join in the same
attack, e.g. llya Ehrenburg's recent art-
icle in ‘New Masses’ entitled ‘Enemies

of Spain”.)
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arpose and Aim of the U.L.O.

To tell the readers of “Spanish Revolution” the purpose and
ans of the “United Libertarian Organizations” and our publica-
o, the “Spanish Revolution” we can do little better than point
. th stirring appeal of the C.N.T. and F.A.L printed on the
(st page of this. bulletin. The outstanding work of the liber-
wvian elements in Spain who are in the forefront of the fight
~ainst the Fascist reaction and in the task of charting a new
urse of social reconstruction based upon the principles of
orkers control must be recognized and supported Dby all indi
Juals who strive for a freer and better life. All over ihe world
narchists, Syndicalists, libertarian workers of various shades of
cinion have united in numerous ways to help in the struggle of
¢ Spanish toilers, a struggle which they know is theirs also.
. the same spirit, the organizations now affiliated with the U.L.O.
ive united in a common effort to mobilize the financial and
aral support of workers in the United States and to disseminate

widely as possible the truth about what is happening in Spain.
¢ must counteract the lies and slanders in the yellow press,
ainst the heroic workers and peasanis in Spain, and also the
«-sided reports in the Marxist press. We must help our Spanish
others get the necessary money and arms to defeat the black
wtion and build a new, a better life,

The C.N.T, and the F.A I have called on us to spread the
ath about Spain, to give them moral and financial aid. Our
swer to this call has just begun. All those individuals and
panizations who think and feel as we do about this struggle
vuld join, us and united we can answer the call of our brave
anrades in Spain with a mighty wave of comradely solidarity
it will annihilate forever the bloody Iascist monster.

smificance of the Spanish Events

The late Lincoln Stephens, one of the keenest observers of
irent political trends, characterized the present struggle in Spain
the most significant event of our time. This is by no means an
aggerated statement.  Not since October, 1917, has there been
event of such far-reaching revolutionary effect as the heroic
ile against Fascism now being waged by the Spanish worker:
- peasants,

It would be of the greatest importance even if it were con-
«wd to the defeat of Fascist agression. For the first time since
o victory of Fascism in Italy, did the revolutionary and pro-
+ssive forces of a European country find sufficient courage to
i.¢ up the armed challenge of Fascism. This in itself represents
moral victory of.the kind which may prove decisive in hulster-
. up the shattered morale of the international proletariate.

For the most dismal thing about the Fascist sweep of the last
cade was not the temporary defeat of the Jabor movement itself.
unter-revolutions were quite frequent in the course of the nine-
nth century, but none of them demoralized the working class
«1 the progressive elements of Europe to the extent the victory
Fascismn did. That was due mainly to the fact that Fascism
i not meet with any resistance on the part of the workers. The
.ength of Fascism was but the reflection of the weakness of the
rking class, reaching its lowest point in the tragic events of
}2 in Germany.

And compared to that low point of confusion, inner division,
tplessness displayed by the workers of Germany in 1932, the
vsent struggle carried on in Spain represents a new turning point
the great social struggle of today. Fascism is not irresistible.

It can be checked and foiled by a united stand of workers
i peasants. Vast potential sources of heroism are lying dormant
thin the working class—such is the message of the Spanish
~ints, and judging by the tremendous outbursts of enthusiasm
th which' the Spanish events were met by the international pro-
_ariat, the workers of the world are already taking this message
heart.

But the importance of the present struggle is not confined

the heartening effect it has upon the struggle against Fascism
other countries. What is going on now in Spain is not just a

struggle for the defence of the democratic Republic. Spain ig
already entering into a period of vast revolutionary changes. The
Fascist rebellion released great revolutionary forces which are
gradually taking over the control of the economic and social life
of the country.

They are doing it not only because they were consciously
aiming at such revolutionary changes for a number of years, but
in order to save the country from the chaos and disorder brought
about by the sabotage of the capitalist class. The banks, railroads,
big monopolies, the mines, landed estates all are controlled by
people who are ardently Fascist in their sympathies. To leave
all that in their hands during the present struggle is to kaife the
anti-Fascist forces now battling heroically at the front. The
government may oppose it, the Socialist and Communist parties
may frown upon it, but the drive for socialization made inevitable
9y the pressure of events will either sweep them into its course
i sweep out as thoroughly as the Menshevics were swept out
in 1917,

Already we see the first steps made in the direction of a
areat social revolution, Catalonia is rapidly advancing in this
direction and what is taking place today in Catalonia will be
repeated in the other parts of the country in measure that the
Fuscist hordes will be swept out of existence.

A new October is now in the making and its effect will be
cven grealer than the one of 1917 because its conscious driving
{orce is vastly superior to the one dominating the Russian revolu-
ion in its understanding of the nature of the coming social recon
struction, The Spanish revolution will not be distorted in its
:ourse, will not degenerate into the kind of a social Fascist state
which emerged in Russia as a result of the dictatorship of the
Communist party. The strength of the Anarchist movement, the
power shown by it in the organization of popular forces for the
defense of the revolution and for the task of social reconstruc-
tion—all that serves as a sufficient guarantce that the Spanish
revolution will be kept on the even keel of democracy and liberty.
The Anarchists may be but one among other revolutionary forces,
nut it is already strong enough to prevent any party from mon-
opolizing the course of revolutionary struggle in its hands. A
revolution not only for the people, but by the people, the co-
operation of all revolutionary elements, the ultimate contral of
every phase of social reconstruction by the workers orpganizations
themselves—these are the clearly enunciated aims of the Anar-
chist movement in Spain,

A social revolution following these lnes represents a new
departure in the life of humanity. The st__t:iallg]c-llol(.l which a
deyencrated Communist party has oblained upon the revolutionary
proletariate because of the prestige of thie October revolution will
be Liroken forever. No more will it be nccessary to choose be-
tween a decaying Capitalism and a barbarous Socialism. A third
revolutionary way, the realization of revolutionary Socialism on
the road of fuller democracy and liberly is already blazed forth
in the great revolutionary struggle of the Spanish workers and
peasants, and therein lies the epoch-making sibnificance of this
greatest event of our time.

Revolutionary Anti-Fascists Maintain Otder
{(Continued from page 1)

immediate task of the councils is- lesides the Guardia de ols-
to purge the ranks of the police sul/to and the regular police, Ca-
of the reactionary elements, :lalunia pussesses the following

This development is a 10gica1|military organizations of the
result of the common struggle of older type: the Catalonian na-
the workers and police against tional troops and the Civil
the Fascists. During thuse daysl(-;'-““"l- The first were always
many police units were dissulved  Republican in their sympathies,
and many of its members fought baving been built up by the left
the Fascists not with their m'gan-l1\"‘1'“]’“‘53" party of the region.
ization, but within the ranks of The Civil Guard of Catalonia
the workers organizations. After |sided with the government, bat
the struggle those units were re- in Arragon it joined the Fascists,
organized, but the common strug—lA]logether it represents but a
gle broupght about a new spirit! minority within the police forces.
of solidarity, Many of them|LEven the Civil Guard contains
joined the workers’ militia which a number of soldiers who are
left for the front. But even those sympathetic to the CN.T. They
that remained are imbued withialrcady established contact with
a new spirit finding expression the latter, working diligently in
now in the building of the coun- order to clean the reactionary
cils, officers from their ranks,

Slogan “Make
The Rich Pay”
Fully Applied

With the Anarchist Militia
Under the Direction of Durutii

(Ed. Note—Most of our read-
ers know something about the
Anarchist niilitia at the Zaragosa
front from the few excellont
descriptions given by Walter
Duranty (N. Y. Times, Sepi.
Ist). The heroic spirit displayed,
the excellent organization based
upon the highest development of
individual initiative, the spon-
taneous support of the popula-
tion—all of it is aptly described
by this correspondent, whose
lony sojourn in the land of dic-
tatorial Socialism did not predis-
pose him too favorably to the
cause of Anarchist militic.

In this and other issues of the
bulletin we will print as much
material as we can find on the
organization of this militia, its
equalitarian  spirit, its relations
with the local anti-Fascist com-
mittees and its role in the Revo-
lutionary reconstruction of the
country.)

The militia is received very
favorably by the population of
the villages near the front. As
soon as the Militia arrives the
local  anti- Fascist committee
places itself at the disposal of
the Militia, for the purpose of
obtaining provisions for it,

At the windows red-black fags
appear (red-black is the emblem
color of the Anarchist movement
in Spain). Immediately measures
for strengthening the defense are
taken. The church rarely escapes
the fury of the population, Ar-
ticles of the religious cull are
taken away and the church is
put to fire,

Known Fascists who have not
escaped are mercilessly hunted
down. Donfires are made of all
properly titles, debt and mort-
gage docunents found in the
City Hall.

The harvest crops are turned
over to the local anti-Fascist
commiittee, sometimes the more
timid peasants who are still
uncertain about the outcome of
the battle and fear the pos-
sible return of the Fascists pre-
fer not to conunit themselves in
this respect.

Whatever is necessary for the
troops is chiefly taken from the
big shots of the village, who are
mostly in  hiding. They are
heavily taxed for this purpose.
The Capitalists are taxed in pro-
portion to their means. The
Anarchist Militia takes very
seriously the slogan “Soak the
Rich.”

Fascists captured by the anti-
Fascist militia are placed before
the general assembly of the vil-

lage for trial.
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NO DICTATORSHIP FOF

HITLER AGENTS EXPOSED

FASCIST VERMIN FLEE

(Information Service of the C.N.T.
and the F.A.lL}) )

While the ‘democratic” gov-
ernments continue their cowardly
betrayal of the cause of democ-
racy by their policy of neutrality,
the aid given by international
Fascism to the murderous bloc
of Spanish militarists, financiers
and priests becomes more clearly
evident to the workers of the
world.

Very revealing are records
discovered at the office of the
Gestapo (called Administration
Building) in Barcelona, in the
Casa Parda and at the German
Workers Front (now in the
hands of the C.N.T. and the
F.Al) which bare beyond 2
doubt, the nefarious plot organ-
ized from the consulate under
Nazi orders.

A certain Joseph Wirtz, a
rabid Hitlerite, was provided
with a safe conduct pass osten-
sibly to facilitate his task of
giving shelter to German sub-
jects arrived at Barcelona from
other towns and to see to their
safe embarkation on steamers
destined for their country. The
pass reads:

Consul General of Germany
in Spain
August 16, 1936
SAFE CONDUCT

‘This will certify that at the
present time Joseph Wirtz is
working under orders from and
under the protection of this Gen-
eral Consulase to discharge cer-
tain urgent dutles, especially auch
as have a bearing on the shelter-
ing of German refugees from
ather cities and their subsequent
embarkation on ships destined
for the transportation of the
same,

Thix cerlificate is valid until
the twentieth of this month of the
year 1936,

Consit] General of Germany
Seal of the Consulate,

A typical embarkation is that
of August 18. One hundred and
thirty eight persons sailed on the

German steamer “Hew.” Of
this number only nine were Ger
mons. The others who sailed
under the protection of Wirtz
and the German government
were Spanish Fascists who
either had actively carried arms
under the insurgent generals or

ON FUHRER’S BOATS

helped them financially. Among
the long list of names which the
CN.T.-F.AL has in its posses-
sion are those of such notorious
personalities as the Bishop of
Vich and his secretary, the Mar-
istany, the Churrucas, the Fuster
Fabra, ete. 'We herewith reprint
the first twenty names on the list
to illustrate the nationality of
those given safe conduct by the
German government:

Juan Millet, Carlos Spagnolo
de Luciano, Ricardo de Churru-
ca y Dotres, Enrique, Maria
Luisa, Joseé, Concepcibn, Javier
y Luis Galopart, Wilhelm Geis-™"
mar, Anfonio Trins Marta, Ma-
riano Fuster Fabra, Juan 1ere-
Ité6 (Obispo de Vich), José Morei
Alamén  (su Secretario), José
Casals, Francisco Faura Arritz,
Pilar Sabater Buichons, José
Falic Bofill, Carlos Sellas Bofili,
Rémulo Bertrin y familia, Anto-
nio Perandones y familiz, Telés-
foro Ascarza Remén, Ester Bor-

NEW DEFENSE
INDUSTRIES CREATED

(From CN.T., Meadrid Anarcho-
Syndicalist daily paper.)

Until the outbreak of the Fas-
cist rebellion, Barcelona hardly
had any war industry. The needs
of the Civil War brought to life
a new war industry, organized
by the workers of Barcelona
within the last month.

The phenomenal use of war
industries 15 a most striking
manifestation of the creative
energies of the Catalonian work-
ers. The same is demonstrated
in the other branches of the
national economy. The initiative
and creative action usually come
from the C.N.T. (the Anarcho-
Syndicalist unions), although the
Socialist unions (the U.G.T.)
are also represented in the work-
ers’ committees for the reorgan-
ization of industry.

The means of transportation
have been confiscated by now.

bolla, Marina Herndndez.

(Continued on page 3)

C.N.T.-F.A.L Ofﬁdal Statement

on Caballero Government

A new government has been formed in Madrid; Social

Democrats with five and the

official Communist Party with

two seats ferm the majority. The other five seats of the cabinet
are occupied by bourgeois republicans belonging to various fac-

tions.

This combination is only a tramsitional and utterly inade-
quate solution of the problem and does not give a true picture

of the Spanish people’s revolutionary movement,

The C.N.T.

and F.A.L feel that a coalition government of this type hinders
the social revolution just as much as a dictatorial government

of purely “proletarian’ parties.

It will not succeed in gather-

ing .all the anti-Fascist forces in Spain; nor will it be able to
conduct the cvil war victoricusly and bring it to a successful

close.

The C.N.T. and F.A.L represent the nucleus of the revo-
lutionary workers in Spainj they are the fighting power of the
Spanish proletariat, Without them the present anti-Fascist move-

ment in Spain would not exist,

The C.N.T. and F.A.L are

resolved to take an active part in shaping Spain’s destiny. They
will refuse to become a tool of the political parties,

Catalonia today shows the

way to the revolutionary work-

ers. The newly acquired power of the workers must find its

expression in ANTI-FASCIST

WORKERS' COUNCILS, ON

A BROAD ANTI-FASCIST BASIS. THE ALLIANCE BE-
TWEEN THE UNIONS OF THE C.N.T. AND U.G.T. is the
only 'basis for an economic regeneration of the country. Only

in this way can the C.N.T. and F.A.L. cooperate with all anti-
Fascist groups. Under no circumstances will they agree to en-

trust the anti-Fascist revolutionary struggle of the Spanish

people to the state bureaucracy

and to have it ‘‘centralized’—

not even if the leading representatives of the political partier
should be changed. Revolutionary, autonomous Catalonia will
see to it that new ways are tried all over the country and that

the decaying forms of bourgeois
racy shall disappear,

politics and ministerial bureauc-

SPAIN

SYNDICALIST LEADER
IN INTERVIEW DAMNS
| DICTATORSHIP

The calibre of the men who
are emerging from the Spanish
struggle as heroes of the people
is admirably illustrated im an in-
terview by Pierre Van IPaassen,
staff correspondent of the Tor-
ostte Star, with Durutti, one of
the outstanding Anarchists in
Catalonia,

Van Paassen in a dispatch sent
by air to Paris has the following
to say:

“Durulti, a syndicalist metal
worker, is the man who led the
viclorious bayonet charge of the
People's Militia on the strong-
hokld of the Fascist rebels at San
Rafaele yesterday. Durutti was
the first in the Hotel Colon in
Barcelona, when that building
which spewed death for thirty-
six hours from two hundred
windows, fell before the on-
slaught of the wellnigh bare
handed  hibertarians. When a
column is ready to drop with
exhaustion, Durutti goes to talk
new courage into the men.
When things po bad up Sara-
gossa way, Durutti climbs aboard
an acroplane and drops down
into the field of Aragon to put
himseli at the head of the Cat-
alonian partisans. Wherever you
go il’s Durutti and Durutti again
whom you hear spoken of as A
wonder man.”

STRIKES IN SEVILLE

The Fascists find it very diffi-
calt to hold power even in those
places which they have captured
because the vast majority of the
people is unalterably opposed to
the bloody dictatorship of these
reactionaries.  This is well
demonstrated in the resistance
which General Franco met when
he took Sevillee The trade
unions immeditely called a gen-
eral strike of the tramway work-
ers. Street car service was
stopped at once. Iiight trade
union leaders were arrested and

shot. The strike continued.
Eight more syndicalists were
shot. The strike still continued.

Another cight militants werc
shot. The order to end the strike
was never given.

In the entire neighborhood of
Seville the resistance of the
people inspired by the libertarian
elements continues unabated,

Van Paassen found it easy
enough to contact this ‘wonder
man.' A simple worker, he has
only scorn for the type of leader
who surrounds  himself  with
flunkies,

Van Paassen describes himasa
tall, swarthy fellow with a ¢lean
-shaven face, the son of poor
peasants which is shown by his
use of the peasant dialect. Du-
rutti, although a metal worker
who works at his trade, has
trained himself in languages and
is a skiliful political analysi as
well as a military strategist,

When Van Paassen came upon
him he was resting on his cot in
the hallway of the palace of the
Medina Celi dukes, above which
floats the black and red flag of
the Iberian Anarchist Feder-
ation. A rifle stood ready at his

hedsicde.
In answer to Van Daassen's

questions regarcing the chances
of victory for the workers mili-
tia, Durutti replied: “No, we
have not got them on the run
yet. They have Saragoussa amd
Pampelona. That is where the
arsenals and the munition fac-
tories are. We must take Sara-
gossa . . . the masses are in arms.
The army doesn’t count any
longer, WU the workers in Spain
lenow that if Fascism triumphs, it
will be famine and slavery. Dut
the Fascists also know what is in
store for them when they arc
beaten. That is why the sirug-
gle is implacable and relentless.
For us it i3 a question of crush-
(Continued on page 3)

FASCISTS FOILED

In the town of Caspe, our
comrades from the C.N.T. and
F.Al defeated the Fascists at
the beginning of the revolt in
spite of the vicious methods em-
ployed by “rebels.”” The latler
made use of a particularly cruel
strategy: they dragged women
and children through the strects
and tried to place them in the
line of fire s0 as to protect them-
selves, Our comrades would not,
of course, shoot their own wives
and children. However, they
surrounded the Fascists, closed
in and finally succeeded in cap-

turing them,
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TIME FOR WORKERS TO ACT!

a f’ierre Van Paassen in a dispatch to the Federated Press,
Sept. 14, 1936, writes the following:

Irun fell, opening the gates to San Sebas-
tian, It is Mussolini’s bombing planes and Hitler's Junkers whose
precision in dropping aerial torpedoes brought Irun to a fall—
this is the unanimous verdict of foreign observers. Without the
help of Rome and Berlin, General Franco and his fellow biglime
gangsters would present no problem to the republic. Without the
steady stream of tanks, planes, armored cars and artillery coming
in from Portugal, the Fascist rebellion would have been crushed
weeks ago. YET THE BLOCKADE AGAINST THE SPAN-
ISH GOVERNMENT CONTINUES!

They fought to the last cartridge, the men of Irun. When
they kad no more ammunition, they hurled packets of dynamite.
When dynamite was gone, they rushed forward barchanded and
tackled each their man, while the 60 times stronger enemy butch-
ered them with bayonets. A girl held two armored cors at bay
for half an hour by hurling glycerine bombs. Then the Moroccans
stormed the barricade of which she was the last living defendes
and tore her to pieces. The men of Ft. Martial held 300 foreign
legionnaires at o distance for half a day by rolling rocks down the
hill on which the old fort is perched. When the fort was taken,
the conguerors found 11 corpses.

In Saragossa, occupied by 12 rebel regiments and besieged by
the Catalan militio, the general strike continues, despite the sen-
tence of death by slow torture inflicted on known leaders.

And still the workers hold their own, And siill they advance.
They have the cream of the Fascist army locked up in Saragossa.
They are encircling Cordobs. They are performing prodigies of
valor at Talavera de la Reina,

The decisive howr is drowing near. Franco hoas one more
chance; with the aid of tanks, bombing planes angd 20,000 cylinders
of poison gas he will iry to overwhelm the militia siationed in the
valley of the Sierra de Gredos. He is promising his Moors 1,000

pesetas per man and three days freg looting, killing and violution

int working class districts of the capital if they reach Madrid before
October 1st. Barajos and [run fell because their defenders had not
sufficient arms. Imperialist and bourgeois governments have re-
fused to send arms for love or money. It seems to me that the
workers of the world should speak o word.”

The workers must do mrore than “speak a word.” They must
ACT! !

Just as it was the organized workers of Spain who, without
waiting for goversnment help, saved Spain from being completely
conquered by the Fascists, so must the workers of the world come
to the aid of the toilers of Spain. Our Spanish Comrades call upon
workers everywhere to take an independent course of action, to
start their own campaigns to raise money for the Spanish working
class organizations, What shall our answer be? QOur brothers
and comrades in Spain must be helped at once!

Send all funds to I. Radinowsky, Treasurer, U.L.O., 45 West
17th Street, New York City.

DURANTY IN WONDERLAND

The important and significant role played by the anarchists in
Catalonia is portrayed by the New York Times' well known cor-
xespondent, Walter Duranty, in his article of September 17. He
writes, in part;: '

In Catalonia the government, or Generalidad, is little more
than a rubber-stamp to countersign the orders of the all-powerful
workers' militia. I had proof of this the moment 1 crossed the
French border to Port Bou.

I had a personal letter from the Spanish Ambassador to Paris,
recommending me to all. It worked like magic with the customs
and government officials in the Port Bou station. But they added
gently, “If you want to go on to Barcelana, yon need the stamp of
the Militia Committee. Their office is down on the waterfromt.”

I went down to the waterfront and found a group of young-
anarchism The aoarchists rule Catalonia, but they are not what
stess with rifies and revolvers and the red and black emblems of
the word means to Americans, crazy bandits throwing bombs,

In Catalonia the anarchists are the most important political
party, although slightly exceeded in number by the Catalan Nation-
alist party, and, whatever may or may not be their anarchic ideas
of individual freedom, they are beginning to develop a fairly effi-
cient system of governmemtal control,

So these young anarchists looked over my papers and shrugged
their shoulders at the signature of the Spanish Ambassador to
Paris. The fact that I came from Moscow turned the scales,
although they were careful to remaclk that they did not approve
the Bolshevist bureaucracy.

“That's not freedom,” they said. “That's not the dictatorship
of the proletariat, but a dictatership over the proletariat, and we
do not approve it."

1 heard the same thing later in Barcelona, but, nevertheless,
my Moscow connections were a guarantee.

The train ran smoothly to Barcelona, although its guards,
armed to the teeth and wearing the red and black insignia of
anarchism, were careful to tell me that the road was now run
by the workers,

“We have thrown out all the bosses and station masters,”
they said, “Our trains are now run by the workers. We have no
use for bosses.

In spite of the lies and malicious slander consciously fostered
by the bourgeois and reactionary press representing the anarchists
as burners anl looters, in spite of the misrepresentations by liberal
and Marxist writers painting the anarchists as vague dreamers,
if not conscious terrorists, the truth about the tremendous con-
structive work of the anarchists in the social and economic system
slowly begins to leak out. And as we, learn more about the con-
structive abilities of the workers freely organized and controlling,
through their own councils and committees, industrial production
and distribution, a lesson which Catalonia teaches us, we see that
the anarchists are right in pointing out the futility of political
action which can only result in a dictatorship of the black or red
kind. Indeed they are more than ever right when they say, “We
want the railroads organized by the railroad-workers, the factories
by the industrial workers, agricultural life by the peasants, and this
for the well-being of all, so that each gives according to his
ability and receives according to his needs.”

While Mr. Duranty's factual reporis are often of value, his
explanations and interpretations, however, must be taken with
more than a grain of salt. For example, the following remarks in
the New York Times of September 19:

Theoretically the Spanish anarchists follow the doctrines of Ba-
kunin and Kropotkin, a somewhat Utopian system of complete indi-
vidual liberty that needs no laws or government because each
individual knows bow 10 conduct himself as a social unit. Actually,
the anarchists have found that there is a4 vust difference between
theory and practice and that, under the stress of war, individu-
alism must yicld to discipline, and {reedom 1o obedicnce,

The Spanish Anarchists not only follow the basic doctrines of
Bakunin and Kropotkin but, unlike Mr. Duranty, they under-
stand these doctrines, Both DBakunin and Kropotkin were most
deeply concerned with the organizatio}ﬁi aspects of soctal recon-
struction.  If Mr. Duranty recalls, Michael Bakunin was instru-
mental in establishing the first organization dedicated to the task
of organiging the international working class. Peter Kropotlkin’s
life and works are organizational ammunition for the Spanish
workers.

The unique contribution of Bakunin and Xropotkin to social!

science was the development of methods whereby individual liberty
could be integrated with social and economic organization. We
suggest that Mr. Duranty sweep the Kremlin cobwebs from his
mind before attempting to appraise the epochal work of the Span-
ish Libertarians.

UNITY AND REVOLUTIONARY DEMOCRACY

Every day the newspapers, in their reports on Spain, carry
some item telling of the close cooperatign among the various
revolutionary factions within the Spanish working class. With
very few exceptions, the Spanish proletariat has shown a high
degree of unity, unequalled in
the history of the revolutionary
struggles of our timg.  Anar-
chists, Socialists, Cotnmunists of
various denominations, not only
fight together against the com-
mon enemy, but, what 15 more
important, work together on the

It was party monopoly that
shipwrecked the Russian revolu-
tion, distorted its original course
of a great upheaval along the
limes of a new type of revolu-
tionary democracy. And it!was
also the failure of workers’
democracy to assert itself with

enormous  task of rebuilding
Spanish economic life along the
lines of a new social order.

That means that the Spanish
revolution has thus far succeed-
ed in avoiding the greatest dan-
ger lurking at every revolutiun-
ary turn of the historical corner.
And that is, the danger of party
dictatorship ; the monopoly of one
group, the unchecked rule of one
ideology and the people repre-
senting it.

sufficient vigor in the work of
rebuilding Russian life along
revolutionary lines that brought
about the great slump in demo-
cratic values, the fullest expres-
sion of which is Fascisn as it
catne to prevail in Germany and
Italy.

The cooperation of various
revolulionary factors in Spain
has already brought about a
great change in that respect—a
new type of revolutionary democ-

racy 1s emerging out of the chaos
of Spanish life, and if nothing
happens to disturb its further
course, it will become the model
of all the great revolutionary up-
heavals to come.

It will be an industrial dem-
ocracy, based upon the economic

organizations of the working

class and not upon any political
parties or ideological groupings.
Along with that will go a con-
siderable degree of freedom for

various minorities within the
mass organizations of the work-
ers. And where such freedom is
obtained for various groups, the
rights of the individual, without
which no progressive develop-
ment of the new revolutionary
order is possible, stand the great-
est chance of being fully pro-
tected,

Until now it was thought by
the majority of Socialists that
such an order cannot be obtained
in times of revolutionary storm
and stress. It was the An-
archists that always upheld pro-
letarian democracy as the indis-
pensable condition of any suc-
cessful revolution. The, course
of events in Spain fully confirms
the point of view of the Anar-
chists,

The Spanish revolution suc-
ceeds only in measure that the
principles of revolutionary dem-
ocracy are fully applied: the
province which thus far has
shown the greatest resistance to
Fascism and has gone the fur-
thest in the direction of the revo-
lutionary changes is the; one in
which the cooperation of various
revolutionary movements is mare
fully developed. It is also the
province in which the mass or-
ganization| of the working class
—the industrial union—is rapid-
ly becoming the basic cell of the
new social organism.

As in all other revelutionary
matters, it is the! Anarcho-Syn-
dicalists who have taken the lead.
The Anarcho - Syndicalists are
striving conscienciously loward a
revolutionary democracy based
upon the industrial unions of the
country. In Catalenia, where
they constitute the majority of
the people, they stand jealously
on guard of the rights of the
Socialist munority. In the north
and central Spain where the
Anarcho-Syndicalists are in the
minority, they forced upon the
Socialists a degree and kind of
revolutionary cooperation which
is rapidly becoming the basie
principle of the new revolution-
ary order,

Whatever 1t is, proletarian
democracy is becoming the basic
revolutionary factor of the Span-
ish revolution, TIts triumph sig-
nifies the triumph of the com-
mon man over all the world; the
revival of #he great hopes of
democracy, the faith in commeon
man which once constituted the
finest features of our civilizalion.

It signifies the triumph of the
finest hopes of our civilization
and that is what the great mass
of workers who live by such
hopes, must come to realize to an
ever greater extent.



" rebellion should be conquered?”

The Artists in Spain
Official  Statement of The

Draftsmen, Painters and Sculp-
tors of the C.N.T.

lated this as well as all other in-
justices and privileges. The main
task of all syndicates of artists
and intellectuals today is to de-
velop a propaganda which will
make culture the concern of all
men and thus bring it about that
the book and the work of art
shall be felt to be as needful for
living as one’s bed, table and
chair, Within the trade union
organization, artists, craftsmen,
painters, sculptors, etc., while
fully preserving their distinct in-
dividualities, should develop
close cooperation, fust as the
great Gothic artists of the Mid-
dle Ages had done. Those artists
who work in factories or shops
must form in those places sepa-
rate labor groups. In order to
bring our plans to realization, we
have created a number of com-
mittees which-will see to it that
the work of the artists is incor-
porated into the new society in
a fitting and equitable manner.
We are fighting Yor a juster,
more humane lifel

To all Catalan Artists:

A number of us artists have
joined in this syndicate at a time
when a great decision is to be
made in our country for the his-
tory of mankind. We want a
union of all draftsmen, painters
and sculptors of Catalonia, in
order that the expressions of the
human spirit may suffer no in-
terruption at this time. The revo-
lutionary artist has until now
been a hopeless pariah or at best
ever a miserable slave. In the
future, however, he will win the
right no longer to live in society
as a parasite but as a worker,
side by side with other workers.
Art cannot be a collectivized
production of  standardized
things. It must always find ex-
pression through the personality
of the artist, However, after the
privileges of intellect and knowl-
edge have been removed, no art-
ist may think he is any more
than the plainest worker. Art
had never been intended for the
select few. 1t was only the bour-
geois soctal order that has stipu-

Sectional Administration
of the Syndicate of Free
Professions of the CN.T.

at Barcelona.

it when we install the revolu-
tion,” said Durutti,

This was news to Van Paassen
who was unacquainted with the
Anarchist theory and practice.

Durutti continued: “We syn-
dicalists are fighting for the
revolution. We know what we
want. To us il means nothing
that there is a Soviet Union
somewhere in the world, for the
sake of whose peace and tran-
quility the workers of Germany
and China were sacrificed to
Fascist barbarism by Stalin. We
want the revolution here in
Spain, right now, not maybe
after the next European war.
We are giving Hitler and Mus-
solini far more worry today with
our revolution than the whole
Red Army of Russia. We are
seting an example to the German
and Italian working class how
to deal with Fascism.”

Durutti is important to Van
Paassen because he represents the
minds and dreams of over two
million of the most courageous
of Spain’s fighting men. He says,
“I sought to learn his mind be-
cause it is essential to know
what is going on in the minds of
the Spanish workers who are do-
ing the fighting. Durutti showed
that the sitnation might take a
direction for which few are pre-
pared. That Moscow had no in-
fluence to speak of on the Span-
ish proletariat, is a well known
fact! Van Passen asked what
help Durutti expected from
sources owside Spain,  Appar-
ently, Durutti has no illusions
about the bourgeois natioms
coming to his aid.

Durutti Explains Aims
(Continued from page 1)

ing Tfascism once and for all
Yes, and in spite of the govern~
ment."”

Van Passen could not under-
stand why Durutti should add
his grim “in spite of the govern-
ment."”

He asked "Why do you say in
spite of the government? Is not
the government fighting the Fas-
cist rebeliion,

Duratti does not allow the
heat of the present battle to blur
the lessons that he has learned
during his many years as a fight-
er for workers freedom., He
answered: “No government in
the world fights Fascism to the
death. When the Dbourgeoisie
sees power slipping from its
grasp, it has recourse to Fascism
to maintain itself. The Liberal
government of Spain could have
rendered the Fascist elements
powerless long ago. Instead it
temporized and compromised
and dallied. Even now at this
moment, there are men in this
government who want to go easy
with the rebels. You never can
tell, you know,"” he langhed, “the
present government mjight yet
need these rebellious forces to
crush the workers’ movement.”

These were the first state-
ments that Van DPassen had
heard regarding what was likely
to happen after the Fascists had
been put down. The Socialist
and Communist leaders that he
had seen, spoke only of a return
to the Republic.

“So you are looking for diffi-

culties even after the presentj. "I do not expect any help for

a libertarian revolution from any
government in the world. May-
be the conflicting interests in the
various imperialisms might have
some influence on our struggle.
That is quite well possible.

Van Paassen asked.
“A little resistance, yes.”
“On whose part?”’
“The bourgeoisie, of course.
The bourgeois class will nat like

Defense Industries
(Continued from page 1)
They function in a highly eff
cient manner, a fact acknowledg
ed by many foreign correspond-,
enls. Some of the metallurgical,
plants were confiscated while
others, although still in private
hands, have been placed under
workers’ control. This dual sys-
tem of {actories totally socialized
and factories placed only under
workers’ control now prevailing
in almost every industry, finds
its completion in the Supreme

Economic Council.

The taking over of the func-
tions of economic organization
by the unions constitutes now the
most striking feature of Cata-
lonian life. Equally remarkable
is the loyal cooperation of tech-
This is due to the fact
that the Anarchists in Catalonia

nicians.

always fully understood the
great importance of such cooper-
ation. In their preparatory work
they laid great stress upon the
building up of a close collabora-
tion between the intellectual and
manual workers on the basis of
full equality, That is why it is
quite common to see technicians
represented on the factory com-
mittees,

It is the harmonious work and
the creative spirit of the Cata-
lonian workers that make pos-
sible the rapid reorganization of
the light and heavy industries
for war purposes. The comrades
of the C.N.T. delegated to the

War Committee (the Depart-
ment of Popular Militia) suc-
ceeded in coordinating within a
short time the duties of the
workers organizations and that
of the technicians, thus making
possible the phenomenally rapid
building up of war industries in
Barcelona for the purpose of
revolutionary defense,

Franco is doing his best to drag
Europe into the conflict. He will
not hesilate to pitch Germany
against us. DBut we expect no
help, not even from our own
government on the last analysis.”

“You will be sitting on top of
a pile of ruins if you are vic-
+" Van Passen countered.

“We have always lived in
cums amd holes in the wall,”
Durutti answered,  “We  will
know how to accommoadate our-
selves for a time. Tor, you must
not forget, we can also build. Tt
ts we who built those palaces and
citics, here in Spain and in
America and everywhere. We,
the workers. We can  build
uthers to take their place. And
better ones. We are not in the
least afraid of ruins. We are
going to inherit the earth. There
is not the slightest doubt about
that.  The bourgeoisie might
blast and ruin its own world
hefore it leaves the stage of his-
tory. We carry a new world,
here, in our hearts. That world

toroe

is growing this minute.”

FPierre Van Paassen whom we
quote at length in the present
issue of ““Spanish Revolution,”
is not an anarchist. So far as we
can remember he wrote an ar-
ticle in May, 1936 for the Tor-
onto Star which was definitely
antagonistic to the Spanish an-
archists.  An important corres-
pondent for a number of bour-
geois newspapers on this con-
tinent, Van Paasen, in Spain for
about two months now, studied
the situation, saw things as they
reaily were, and as an honest
man reports simply and clearly
just what he sees and hears,

In a dispatch to the Toronto
Daily Star of Sept. 17, 1936, he
reports an interview with Jaime
Meravitless “one of the most
intellectual heads in the liber-
‘tarian movement.” Mr. Van

Paasen says as follows:

The ruthless execition of Zinovieff
and kameneff in Russia by the Stalin
machine produced grave dissensions
among the representatives of the
workers on the executive committee,
the amnarchists charging that the
Muscovile Socialists were killing the
United Front movement, but these
guarrels have been patched up—
temporarily only—in the face of the
common enemy, Fascism.

The sceret of the gods is namecly:
what will happen here in Catalonia
if and when the military rebellion is
crushed? 1 asked this question of
several  Syndicalist  leaders.  The
answer was invariably: "We Anar-
chists will de our duty!”

Pressed to say outright whether
they would align align themselves
against a dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, they would reply: "Most cer-
tainly if you mean by dictatorship of
the proletariat the monsirous ighom-
iny which is practised by the Stalin
hurcaticracy in Russia where Anar-
chists are treated with a ferocity
that might scrve as a modcl 1o Nazis
and Fascists., A united front with
the Communists, sure, if the United
Front is also made a realily in Rus-
sia and the tens of thousands of syn-
dicalists, Tolsloyans, conscictitious
objcctors, who are now slandered as
counter-revolutionaries in the J.5.-
SR, are released from the inluman
Bolshevik concentration camps and
the deadly Sckelniki islands.”
“Even so," he added frankly, “we
hope that a struggle Letween pro-
fetarian bhrothers may be avoided. At
feast we must not have an armed
clash.

“But the Communists must under-
stand that we will not tolerate the
inslitufion of an authoritarian regime
after the victory over Fascism, “If
they insit,” Miravitless paused for
a moment and he lovked me in the

ANARCHISTS AGAINST TERROR
AND DICTATORSHIP

eyes, “if they insist, well, they will
find us in their way, They know it.
We want a community of free hu-
man beings, who will walk with their
heads erect and who shall have an
opportunily to develop culturally. We
will tolerate no red terror or red
militarism in favor of the Russian
state.  We don't care a —— about
the imperialist interesis of Spain,
France, Russia or Italy. We remain
inlernationalists, We stand with the
working-class  of every country
against their own oppressors.”

P have written this statement down
hecause many must bhe wondering
abroad what exactly is ihe internal
situation in the State of Catalonia,
obscured as things are by conflicting
rumors and stories of the most ridic-
ulous character about chaos and
“anarchy” and I know not what
Everything is perfertly ocderly in
this great city. The undetground
railway runs on time as regularly as
the famous trains in Mussolini's
country,

And something else begins to run
pretty well besides. "1 have to admit
that I never suspected such magnifi-
cent idealism, such perfect discipline,
such an heroic apirit of self-sacrifice
as I sce displayed by the libertarians,
who have spontanecusly taken over
the enormous task of liberating Cat-
alonia from Fascism,” declared his
excellency Luis Companys, captain-
general of Catalonia, and Liberal
chief.

“They not only fought like lions
and downed the military insurrection
in our own province in two days,
but they have opened 112 new
schools in these days of war and
commotion. Private libraries, costly
collections of art are being gathered
together, classified, indexed and dis-
tributed to various new public librar-
ies and museums in thg city and in
the rural regions. Thirty-two mon-
astories have been changed into clin-
ics and hospitals in the last 40 days.

TO THE WORKERS OF
THIE U.5.5.R.

Comrades, workers of the U.S.
S.R.! We have just seen demon-
strated that the tactics, the strug-
gle that we carried on through-
out {he world is the only method
whereby the final victory can he
accomplished—that tactic is the
direct action method,

All those who have persisted
in questioning this method, have
wasted their time, for in the hour
of the test, only the dircct action
of the organized workers has
prévented Spain  from  sinking
into the satanic tyranny and
chaos of Fascism.

The CN.T. and the I"AL
send you their fraternal greet-

ings! —CN.T-F.AL

The work of the Catalonian
Feonomic Council is as follows:

1. Ta regulate production in
accordance with the needs of the
consumers, culting down on
those  branches  of  economy
which are not important now and
stimulating the organization of
new industries necessary in view
of the fall of the peseta (Span-
ish currency).

2. The monopolization of for-
eign trade.

3. The collectivization of big
landed estates, to be cullivated
by the syndicates of peasants and
land workers.

4. TPartial devaluation of ur-
ban property by reduction of
rent.

5. Socialization of big indus-
tries, public wtilities and trans-

port

PLAN OF ECONOMIC COUNCIL

6. The seizure and operalion
of enterprises abandoned by
their owners.

7.  The development of co-
aperation in the field of distribu-
tion and in particular the taking
over of the big distribution en-
terprises by the cooperalives,

8. Warkers control of all
banking firms until a compre-
hensive plan of nalionalization
of banks is fully worked nut,

9. The control by workers'
unions of those industries which
are still Ieft in private hands.

10.  To work encrgeticalty
towards the reabsorbtion of the
unempioyed by industry and agri-
culture,

11. The abolition of diverse
taxes and the introduction of a

unified tax,
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GOV'T EMPLOYEES IN CN.T.

Carried away by the general
feeling of sympathy for the Cat-
alonian C.N.T., great masscs of
the population are turning to
this orgnization. Only now,
after Catalonia has been saved
from Fascism through the cour-
ageous action of the CN.T.,
do they begin to understand its
aims. But the C.N.T. is not out
to get members—on the contrary.
The workers of present-day Cat-
alonia are aiming to get 100%
organized. Organizations which
formerly could not gain any
foothold in Catalonia or whose
membership was insignificant,
are now trying to increase in
volume. That is comparatively
easy now. Not so the CN.T,
the great organisation of Cata-
lonia with revolutionary tradi-
tion. .

The possible affiliation of th
union of Catalan State employ-
ees with the C.N.T. has been
mentioned frequently in recent
times, one of the biggest state
employees’ unions in the country,
having joined tie U.G.T.

The syndicate for public ser-
vice of the C.N.T. has formed
a section for state employees.
The following is from an appeal
of theirs to all state employees.

“The former impartial organi-
zations of state employees have
ceased to play an important, role.
We are faced with a peculiar
problem, Here is a group who
ought to be organized just like
the rest of the workers. The
bureaucrat, as such, is a social
category that is condemned to
disappear. If the state employ-
ees have an enemy, it is not the
community or the state of Cata-
lonia, but their own burcaucratic
mentality. The atmosphere be-
longing to it has to be abolished.
Every single state employee has
to understand that, today, he is

just a worker among workers,
nothing else. The section for
state employees of our syndicate
tries to explain this to all state
employees.”

People’s University .

The large group of buildings
of the former seminary for
priests in Barcelona, also popu-
larly known as the “priest fac-
tory,” was discovered to be on
fire on July 2lst. However, a
Catalan artist, together with in-
habitants of the building, put the
flames out and thereby saved
from destructiom invaluable
works of art and science. In
cooperation with a group of the
Libertarian Youth of the CNT-
FAI, he rescued from the semi-
nary numerous Roman and
Gothic works of art,

The collections of objects of
natural science and the librarics
remained in the house. This
large group of buildings has now
been definitely turned over to the
new People’s University. A new
committee has been organized
which is making preparations for
the construction of a school for
higher learning. It consists of
various organizations. The Youth
and People’s Groups of the
CNT-FAl have ten represenia-
tives on this committee. The
Socialist Youth sends two dele-
gates to it, and various independ-
en workers’ cultural groups an-
other ten. This committee will
work in close contact with the
Catalan Land University, from
whose teaching staff all reaction-
ary elements have been removed
and which is now under the
supervision of a Commission of
Inteflectuals of the CNT and
UGT. A nuwmber of distin-
guished scholars have pledged
their cooperation to the People's
University.

including English.

time} :

Monday-—

Tuesday—

Wednesday—

Thursday—

Friday—

Saturday—

Daily Broadcasts from Barcelona

Any one interested in authentic, up-to-the-minute infor-
mation on the events in Spain can listen to the broadcasts
of the C.N.T.-F.A L from their own radio station in Bar-
celona. The broadcasts are made in many foreign languages,

The hours of the broadcasts are as follows (New York

12 noon to 1 p.m.—in German and Esperanto
4 pm. to 5 pm—in Swedish and Italian

12 noon to 1 p.m.—in Ttalian and Polish
4 pm. to 5 pm—in French and Russian

12 noon to 1 p.m.—in German and Swedish
4 p.m, to 5 pm.—in English and Esperanto

12 noon to 1 p.m.—in Russian and Lithuanian
4 pm to 5 pm.—in French and German.

12 noon to 1 p.m.—in English and Swedish
4 pm. to 5 pm.—in Polish and German

12 noon to 1 p.m.—in Esperanto and Italian
4 pm, to 5 p.m—in French and English

Phe Broadcast is first made in Spanish and then in the
language of the foreign speaker.
wave length of 41.50 meters, three times repeated.

The broadcast is on a

Appeal to Peasants

Address of the CN.T. and
the F. Al to the Peosanis

The C.N.T. and F.A.L
have always defended the
solid unity of spirit and ac
tion between the workers
of the land and the factory.

The reactionary elements
have had for the base of
their class domination, the
division between the pea-
sanis and the worker . .

We, anarchists, fight for
the closest unity among all
the workers , ..

Those who tried to per-
petuate, without success,
the division between you
and us have fallen in the
battle, riddled with builets
by the sons of the people.

Qur line of action. is mu-
tual support, solidarity
among the sons of the peo-
ple

Now let us work to-
gether, united in full ac-
cord.

Workers of the field, the
C.N.T. and F.AIL sends
you fraternal greetings and
calls upon you to continue
the battle undertaken
against fascism and those
who own the earth,

Peasants Reorganize

Exchange of Products

After the defeat of the Fas-
cists in this region, the peasants
began to organize their oconomic
life on a new basis without wail-
ing for orders from above.
Their first task, afler purging
the region of Fascists, priests
and reactionries, was to take in-
ventory of all goods and live-
stock in the community. Then
they kept for their own use
whatever  they needed and
brought the surplus to town
where it was turned over to the
economic Exchange Committee,
The latter delivered to the pea-
sants fish and other provisions
which they needed.

This system of exchange and
distribution of products which
the comrades organized in many
places is now becoming more
and more widespread. It springs
partly from a scarcity of money
and partly from the long stand-
ing libertarian traditions of the
Spanish peasants.

SCHOOL FOR MILITIA

In Barcelona a “Military Peo-
ple’s School” has been created in
order to educate military leaders
for the anti-Fascist militia. Any
active member of the militia be-
tween the ages of 21 and 45 may
be,admitted. They must be pro-
posed by the anti-Fascist organ-
jizations that form the commit-
tees of the entire movement.
Two different courses have been
prepared: a 45-day course for
leaders and a 65-day course for
commandants of the militia.

dies met with,

WORKERS SUPERVISE
TELEPHONE SYSTEM

The telephone companies are still owned and managed by
their former owners, but this is very much limited by the control
exercised by the workers’ committees of both unions {the Anarcho-
Syndicalist C.N.T. and the Socialist U.G. T). This control extends

over the entire field of manage-
ment, such as; maintenance, ex-
pansion and communications.
Banking operations are also in-
cluded in this control, (The com-
pany cannot withdraw any
money without being authorized
by the workers’ committee).

The CN.T. (the Anarcho-
Syndicalist union) dominates the
situation by virtue of its greater
activity and the initiative mani-
fested in its decisions. The
workers' committee is elected by
the general assembly of workers
of the telephone companies, be-
longing to both organizations.
The functions of the company
are reduced to that of keeping
account of income and expenses.
This is a typical case of a con-
trolled enterprise, that is, one
which is still owned by private
people, but which is indirectly
controlled by workers.

The control over the compau-
ies started at first in Barcelona
and from there spread to other
parts of Catalonia, In every one
of the central stations of Barce-
lona there is a general delegate
designated by the organization
for the exercise of control.
Every sub-station has its sub-
delegate. The sub-delegates mect
every day in the central station
and tegether with the delegate
exchange impressions of the
work of the day, of the difficul-
The delvgate in
turn submits a report of it to the
Central Commitee which passes
upon the future course of action.

Every central station has the
following sections: maintenance,
construction, commercial, traffic
and transport,

Under the rigorous control ex-

ercised by the workers' commit-
tees, supernumary employees
ptaced by the company for pur-
poses of its own, were dis
charged. In some cases com-
pany managers shared the same
fate.

The first task with which the
workers were faced was that of
repairing the lines damaged by
the revolt (the percentage of
damage reached in some cascs,
75 and B0%). This enormous
job of repairing the damage,
whick under ordinary conditions
of company control would last
months, was completed in four
days.

Apart from that, work was
started upon the installation of
new lines in hospitals, govern-
ment places, headquarters of the
militia, union halls, and especial-

ly those of thie C.N.T.

At the general meeting of all
the employees it was decided not
to shorten the work day while
the civil war lasts. Tt was also
decided to work more intensively,
it being generally understood that
such work is indespensable for
the victory over Fascist forces.
But a resolution was passed to
the effect that a seven hour work
day should be introduced as sopn
as general conditions permit.

Bureaucratic control and red
tape was dispensed with. Form-
erly the installation of a new
telephone was done in no less
than 15 days, so complicated was
the system of bureaucratic con-
trol. Now with all those controls
swept away it takes only a few
hours from the filing of an ap-
plication for a new telephone to
its full installation.

=

exigencies,

IMMEDIATE AID NEEDED!!

“Workers, all who have any human feelings, you
must help the Spanish anti-Fascists, Our hospitals are full
of wounded fighters. There are thousands of widows
and thousands of mothers who have lost their sons and
husbands in the battle against reaction. Large numbers
of the supporters and militants of the C.N.T..F.AL are in
the front ranks, They are giving their life blood for free-
dom. In the name of these heroic fighters, in the nmne of
thousands of widows and orphans we call upon you for

help and solidarity. We need money-—we nesd weapons
to defend our lives, pur freedom, and your freedom. The

leftist political pasties are geiting help from abroad. Itis
evident that C.N.T. and F.A.l. which represent a vast
section of the toiling masses in Spain should get even more
help in order to be in a position to cope with the present

we-Comite Internacional Pro
Revolution Espancla (C.N.T.-F.A.lL})

This appeal needs no comment. Send all funds to U.LGC,
I. Radinowsky, Treasurer, 45 West 17th Street, N. Y. C.
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Workers' Councils to Clear Spain of Fascism

ONLY REVOLUTIONARY
- DEFENSE COUNCILS CAN
ASSURE VICTORY

Any undertaking can succeed
only if it maintains its hold on
reality and does that which the
hour calls for. All gains must be
made secure against reverses, At
the same time care must be taken
that future advances may not
turn into obstacles.

The conflict which started on
July 19th is more than an ordin-
ary dispute between a ruling
clique and another seeking to re-
place it. The swift and deter-
mined intervention of the people
carried the struggle far beyond
its original scope, and what start-
ed as a “putsch” against a gov-
ernment or a regime, has now be-
come a social-revolutionary move-
ment with all its implications,
July 19h signified, contrary to
the intentions of the provocat-
eurs, the end of a regime which
made possible the preparation for
and the outbreak of the civil war
that is costing the Spanish pro-
letariat so much blood. This
reginte must not' come back,

Of the entire legal apparatus
in force before July 19th, there
remain only a few decorative
official figures who rule no one
save certain trade unions which,
whether through tradition or
through calculation, still cling to

C.N.T. Demands
Morroccan Freedom

A tremendous excitement pre-
vails among the Moroccans,
smounting almost to a direct
rebellion against the Fascists.
This revolutionary spirit, “Soli-
daridad  Obrera,”  syndicalist
daily, points out, must be culti-
vated.

“"Wa consider the workers of Riff
capable of providing for themselves
in their life and their social organ-
fratlon. The fight against Faschem
has today an absolutely international
churacter. It in in this senss that
it is necessary for us to stir the
patives of Riff with a revolutionary
spinit . . . We would be counter-
revolutionary if we reserved liberty
for the workers of our peninsula and
sllowed Morrocco to remain in the
hunds of the enslavers. Absolute
liberty for the colonies!

3penish Morrocco will be inde-
pendent the day on which arms will
be found in the hands of the Mo-
roccan workers.' )

them. We recognize all those
who did their duty against Fas-
cism. However, had Fascism
encountered no opposition but
that of the so-called legal powers,
it would have won out without
difficulty in Catalonia and in
Spain. To-day the situation is
still exactly this. If the “legal”
powers of the pre-July 19th
government had had to face
Fascism alone, the Fascists
would have been in Madrid and
Barcelona in less than a week.
It was the workers who fought

the reaction from the very first]

(Continued on page 4)

C.N.T. Takes Part
In New Council

The newspapers have already
reported the important change
in the Catalonian governing
body (Generalidad). Three of
our comrades of the C.N.T, ac-

cepted positions in the council of
the Generalidad.

It is known that outside of
political power the C.N.T. con-
trols effectively the economic and
social life of Catalonia.

We must also keep in view the
fact that in Catalonia it is the
union syndicates—and everyone
knows that the C.NT. has a
preponderant influence in the
unions— that also controls the
political life of the region. Under
those conditions and in view of
the gravity of the situation from
the view of the anti-Fascist de-
fense and the economic recon-
struction of the coun.try, it was
normal that the C.N.T. should
assume, at least in part, the
responsibility for the political
direction of public affairs. Its
absence from the councils of the
Generalidad placed it in an un-
favorable position in regard to
the political parties,

The social structure of Cata-
lonia demanded that the most
important union organization
should act in the political domain
on an equal footing with the
political parties,

(from "Le Libertaire”

French Anarchist paper.)

i

Militia Heroism
Inspiring
by PiErRE VAN PAASEN
MADRID—(FP}—Franco ig at
the gates of Madrid. So was
Yudenitch at the gates of old
Petrograd in 1918, The Fascist
rebels are fighting desperately
for a quick decision before their
money runs out. But the nearer
Franco comes, the higher rises
the combative ardor of the
masses. There is not the slight-
est sign of weariness or wavering
among the men and women of
the nrilitia,
And in Oviedo, the Asturian
miners, with a gallantry that ele-
vates one's respect for the poten-
tialities of the human race, are
blasting their way, street Dby
street, into the heart of that im-
portant city.
The capture of 5,000 gas
masks from the Fascists on the
front southwest of Madrid shows
that Franco will in a last extrem-
ity, even as Mussolini in Ethi-
opia, use poison gas to gain his
ends, Fascists have no scruples
when it comes to humaneness or
a respect for the prescriptions of
international law.
But no more than the Caproni
bombers can blast a breach in
the human wall of the workers’
militia, no more can Franco’s
yperite gas bring him victory.
The Spanish proletariat, fighting
on one of the last citadels of
freedom in Europe (France is
next) will have the last word, if
not today, then tomorrow. His-
tory is on their side. The strug-
gle will be hard, long and cruel,
but the final victory is certain.

Enlarged text of radio talk in
Barceluna, Sept. 23, 1936:

Men and women in English
speaking countries, I greet you
in the name of the CNT (The
National Confederation of La-
bor) and FAI, The Iberian An-
archist Federation,

The part already played by
these spokesmen of the Spanish
people in revolt since the bat-
tle with Fascism in the streets
of Barcelona and the part they
are destined to play is embracing
the entire social and econontic
life of the Spanish people. Their
objective is not only the exter-
mination of Fascism, but also the
transformation of the old social
order,

The workers’ battalions of
Spain, who are holding the 50
times better equipped Fascist
enemy at bay with their bare
hands and by the ramparts of
their own bodies, are displaying
a heroism that would cause the
world to gasp if the capitalist
press had the slightest sense of
fairness.

The liberal-democratic  Giral
government was incapable and

insufficient to mobilize and direct
the new energies that were re-
quired to beat back the assault
of feudalism, obscurantism and

monopolistic  capitalism repre-
sented by its militant advance
guard; the Tascist militarist

clique headed by Gen. Franco.

(Continued on page 4)

PEASANTS CALL

On the 25th of September a
convention of peasants and land
workers belonging to the C.N.T.
took place in Barcelona. The
following provinces were repre-
sented: Catalonia, Aragon (that
part which was cleared of the
Fascists), Tarragon and the
Pyrennees districts.

The resolutions adopted at this
convention were as follows:

1. The land is to be collec-
tivized. But since it is desirable
to have the small peasant on the
side of the revolution, they must
be given the right to dettle upon
and cultivate as much land as
they can weork with their own

labor. This right is granted inso-

FOR

LAND COLLECTIVIZATION

far as it does not interfere with
the general collectivization,

2. Al confiscated estates are
to be placed under the control
of the unions. The income is to
be divided among all the pro-
ducers.

3. The union of land workers
is to control the entire produc-
tion including the economic en-
terprises of the former small
land owners who still cultivate
their land individually,

4. The unions of various re-
gions are closely connected with

each other, regulating in common

the distribution of labor power.

5. It is the duty of the uhion
(Continwed on page 4)

EMMA GOLDMAN IN SPAIN
APPEALS FOR WORLD AID

Far from having destroyed
and demolished everything, as
they have been charged in some
English and American papers,
the CNT-FAI have proceeded
almost immediately after having
cleared Barcelona from the black
scourge to socialize a number of
industries and cultural institu-
tions. And they have also social-
ized the railroads, the entire net-
work of transportation including
airplanes, ships, street cars, om-
taxis; construc-

nibuses and

tion works and management.
They have set to work to run
them for the benefit of all.
During the week since my ar-
rival in Barcelona, I had ample
opportunity to verify the changed
conditions and I was amazed to
find everything in perfect ordes.
Nothing destroyed or demol-

ished, not a nail moved in fac
tories, work-shops or the formes
luxurious houses now occupied
by the numerous departments of

(Continued on page 3)

Militiamen Demand
Russia Free

Anarchists

The delegates of the anti-
Fascists took the initiative in
sending a telegram to the Rus-
sian government demanding that
the Anarchists arrested by
Stalin’s government should be
permitted to leave for Spain in
order to take part in the anti-
Fascist struggle allegedly given
the moral support of Stalin’s
government.

The text of the telegram fol-
lows:

Zik, Staline, Moscow, USSR

The delegates of the anti-
Fascist militia of the Arragonian
front demand that the Russtan
government allow the departure
for Spain of the valiant fighteps
Francezco Ghezzi, Ottello Gaggi
and Herman Sandomirski. We
hope for their immediate depart-
ture,

Representatives of the column
at Caspe, Joaquin Ascasa.

Representative  of  Durruti
column.

Representative of the C.N.T.
press at Valencia, Alfonso de

Miguel.
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REVOLUTION BY EXAMPLE
NOT DECREE

One of the most remarkable features of the Spanish revolu-
tion is the high moral tone, the great moral fervor shown by the
great mass of workers and peasants.

It manifests itself not only in the heroic struggle of the poorly
equipped, untrained militiamen against the superior forces of a
modern army, but in the high sense of revolutionary duty displayed
by the workers in the factories, the smoothness with which the
process of secial transformation is taking its course in those
places where the revolution is not hampered and thwarted by the
dilatory tactics of the government.

The transition to a new and higher system is not accom-
panied by a process of social decay as was the case in Russia in
1917. The amount of destruction is insignificant compared with
that caused by the outbreak of elemental forces in the October
revolution. There is more conscious planning, spontaneous soli-
darity and permeation with the ultimate aims of a libertarian
revolution on the part of the Spanish workers and peasants. Its
contagious power reaches even certain sections of the petty
bourgoisie‘ which by its origin, stands the nearest to the workers
and which, contrary to the opinion of the Marxists, can be swept
into the general process of reconstruction by a strong wave of mass
snthusiasm and moral fervor.

All that is in evidence in revolutionary Spain to a much
greater extent than in Russia of 1917, not only because of the
differenthistorical setting, the disintegrating factors of a lerrible
World War, with the resulting degradation of the mass morale
on one hand and the chauvinistic hysteria sweeping the intellec-
uals of the country on the other—all that is lacking in Spain.
The danger of Fascist reaction has cemented the union of intel-
lectuals and the mass of workers and peasants, thus preparing the
ground for a more ready acceptance of the new social order. And
on the other hand the masses of the people did not go through the
morale-shattering process of wholesale betrayals on the part of
their leading parties and the physical annihilation of the flower of
their manhood in a senseless carmage,

There is, however, another factor which is even more instru-
mental in producing the high moral quality of the Spanish revo-
lution, and that is the great role played by the Anarchists, that is,
by revolutionists who do not depend upon force and coercion to
bring about their ideals. Wherever the Anarchists are strong as
is the case in Catalonia, we see authority reduced to its minimum
and social transformation initiated by example and appeal. Revolu-
tionary changes spread like waves from great revolutionary
centers, but not through the medium of decrees, bureaucratic
apparatus and military order. It is the great contagious example
of revolutionary action displayed on a high plane of individual
moral discipline and comradely responsibility that has such an
irresistible appeal to an ever greater mass of people.

This is the road of revolutionary reconstruction pointed out
long ago by Bukunin and Kropotkin and now followed by the
Spanish Anarchists. Its success therefore signifies the greatest
victory of the progressive forces of humanity and the beginaing
of an even greater era than the one opened up by the October
revolution of 1917,

RUSSIA — A BELATED PROTEST

For more than two months a ceaseless flow of German and
Italian ammunition kept pouring in through Portugal, through the
rebel-held ports of Galicia and Andalucia, Modern artillery, tanks,
armored trains, heavy bombers of the latest “construction—all of
which take years of preparation even in technically advanced
countries—all that suddenly appeared in the rebel army in quan-
tities that only big militarist countries could supply within such
a short time.

Italy and Germany have been openly flaunting the neutrality
agreement not only by pouring in armaments, but by sending
armed contingents and their naval units, thus openly taking sides
with the rebels, Was the Soviet government unaware of this open
breach of the solemn pact of non-interference? Why did it keep
silent during all these months? Why that meekness of tone, the
sudden pacifism, the suspicious concern over the preservation of
peace, worthy of Downing Street, but not of a govgrnment stiil
claiming to speak the language of proletarian solidarity.

Peace is one and indivisible—solemnly proclaimed the Soviet

diplomacy. But the interference of Germany and Italy on behalf
Tiale

né the rehal army createc tha orastect threat tr neceoas

seizing islands opposite Marseilles, Germany getting a {oothold
on the Spanish mainland, the tremendous impetus given to the
French Fascist movement by the victory of the rebel army—all
that makes any tallk about the preservation of peace sound like a
deliberate mockery. We can very well understand why the ruling
classes of France and Great Britain indulge in that mockery. They
ignore the immediate threat to their own national interests be-
cause of their fear of the Spanish revolution. They are paralyzed
into inactivity by the panic stirred up within them by the Spanish
events, The shades of October loomed upon the horizon. But why
should the Soviet government fall in line with the cowardly policy
of letting the international rcaction entrench itself in this most
vulnerable sector of the democratic front?

Or was it that the Soviet government was too busy knifing the
Spanish revolution by staging the infamous trial which has already
entered history as one of the greatest mockeries of justice and
fair play? While the Spanish workers fought heroically for the
ideas of proletarian democracy, for the cooperation of all revolu-
tionary - elements, the Soviet government chose the moment to
deliver the greatest blow to the united proletarian front. And how
indeed could the Soviet government pay any heed to the concerted
efforts of the international reaction to strangle the Spanish revolu-
tion if it was so busy manufacturing plots and conspiracies of
the most elaborate kind?

And now the Soviet government protests, Madrid is alinost
surrounded by a wall of steel; the rebel army, equipped and
manned by Germany and Italy, has grown into a formidable force.
The Spanish revolution is approaching its critical hour. It is the
time to act and not to exchange notes of protest. Hitler did not
wait for any diplomatic answers: he sent his fleet to the Spanish
waters. He was not afraid to challenge the coalition of democratic
powers, He knew that the existence of his regime is inextricably

bound up with the victory of Fascism in Spain.

believe in Fascism for one country only.

Hitler and Mussolin acted,

but the Soviet government pro-

tests, while the pacifists from Downing Street keep on assuring us

that the peace of the world is safe.

Safe for the international

reaction; safe for the coming victories of Fascism and also safe
... for the triumph of socialism in one country.

SPAIN A PAWN

IN NEW WORLD WAR

What are the reasons for the
interest which the different cir-
cles in Europe show in the pres-
ent events in Spain? It is_gasy
to understand the interest of the
The
internationalism of the worker is
not dead, For those whose in-

terests are s0 closely comected
with the great world struggle for
the realization of a new society,

great masses of workers.

of a soclety free from oppres--

sion and exploitation, for those

there exist no frontiers. In
France the workers are keenly
searching the press for news of
the Spanish revolution, The
oppressed masses in Germany
and Italy are anxious to obtain
news of the real situation in
Spain,

Workers all over the world
sympathise with the anti-Fascist
Spain. A great number of for-
eigners have come to Spain to
enlist in the ranks of the militia.
The workers of other countries
are lending their moral and fin-
ancial support to th& Spanish
proletariat . The workers of the
world know that the victory of
the Iberian proletariat is there
own victory.

But the interest the capitalistic
nations show in Spain, has other
roots, other aims, . . The events
in Spain, even though they inter-
est us most passionately, should
not make us forget, that we are
on the eve of a new international
conflict, which has become un-
unavoidable through the develop-
ment of imperialism throghout
the whole world. The greedy

£
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is the gravest danger of the mo-
ment,

Two blocks have crystalized
out of this conflict of interests,
two systems, ready to fight each
other for a new distribution of
the world, a new distribution of
colonial wealth, For this war of
imperialism is already prepared,
war material, military organis-
ation, technical perfection in
armaments and knowledge of the
enemy positions.

Today we are in the phase of
the last preparations. Everbody
looks for alliances, everybody
tries to surpass the progress of
his future enemies,

Spain has been for some time,
and not without reason, the ob-
ject of international attenlion.
Should the future conflict break
out in the Mediterranean, the
Iberian peninsula would be oi
great strategic importance as a
base for air forces and for the
navy. For the control of North
Africa, the entrance of Spain
into one Or the other of those
coalitions would be of immense
advantage. It is for this reason
that imperialistic France, under
the pretext of humanitarian in-
terests and pretending defense
of the Spanish proletariat, shows
sympathy to the Madrid govern-
ment. It is for the same reason
that Italy and Germany support
the Fascists in Burgos,

There is no doubt as to the
defeat of the generals and no
chance of Spain’s falling under
the control of Italy or Germany,
But the danger lies in the possi-
bility that Spain might be put at
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powers, grouped around Franc
and Russia. The Spanish advo
cates of this alliance, the Com
munist Party, Caballero and it
affiliations, have aiready expres
sed themselves to this effect
France looks at Spain only as a
a battlefield of the Fascist am
democratic  capitalistic powers
The question today is: will the
Spanish workerg direct thei;
heroic struggle in their ows
interest or in the interest o
foreign imperialist powers.

A demapogic propaganda i
intended to win the fghting
Spanish proletariat for imperial
istic interests, In all honesty wt
must admit that the war-psy
chosis has been thoroughly pre
pared in order that the anti
militaristic propaganda in France
should meet with great difficul
ties, as is demonstrated by the
nationalistic tendency of the
French Communists. Thé Span-
ish Marxists seem ready to fol-
low the same example. This
situation creates an irmmnense
responsibility for the Spanish
Anarchists and Anarcho-Syndic-
alists. An independant proletar-
ian revolutionary position has to
oppose the one or the other im-
perialistic thesis, The front of
the proletarian revolution must
oppose all capilalistic combina-
tions who combat either with
economic forces or with effective
modern armaments. There are
several factors which will make
easier the realization of our in-
ternational aim: the absolute
anti-war attitude of the Spanish
worker and the fact that hatred
against other nations does not
exist in Spain.

The National Confederation of
Labour (CNT) and the Anar-
chist Federation of 1beria (FATI)
are the organizations which rep-
resent today, proletarian inter-
nationalism and fight all imperi-
alistic interests without distine-
tion, Above all, nations in latent
each other,
above all the nations involved in
treacherous intrigues, prepared
by so-called leaders sold out to
imperialistic interesis, the CNT
and FAl represent today the
revolutionary proletariat, con-
scious and conhdent of its own
strength; and will fight for its

conflict between

own cause and for the true inler-
nationalism of the worker.

Workers of the world! Work-
ers of Burope! Don’t trust
those internationalists who are
paid by imperialistic groups and
have long given up the ides of
proletarian  social revolution.
Look at Spain; look at Spanish
Anarchism and Anarcho-syndic-
alism, They march forward on
the road of social revolutionary
internationalism, which must be-
come the road of all the workers
of Europe. To avoid a terrible
slaughter of European workers,
proletariat of all the countries,
unite. The enemy is in your own
land. Tight as the Spanish
workers fight, under the slogan
of direct action against mlitar-
ism and Fascism, against every
exploitation and oppression in all



DON’L DISCUSS FASCISM—
DESTROY IT SAYS
DURRUTI IN BROADCAST

“Fascism showld not be dis-
cussed  but  destroyed,” said
Comrade Buenoventura Durruti
in a speach addressed to the
whole of Spain and broadcast
from one of the transmitting sta-
tions installed in the Aragon
front.

Workers of all Spain! From
a distance of 28 kilometers from
Zaragoza I send my greetings to
the workingmen of Catalonia
and of all Spain. We are very
near our goal. If we do not
attack now, il is because we are
waiting to see the results of the
efforts of other columns also
tommanded by comrades. When
éverything is in readiness, in ac-
cordance with our general plan,
we will attack Zaragoza,

You should not conclude from

“the above, however, that we limit

ourselves to waiting, Last night
we crossed to the other side of
the Ebro river and we captured
the entire first squadron of the
9th Castillejos regiment of cav-
alry.

At 7 o'clock in the evening our
artillery began an intense bom-
bardment of a house in which the
general headquarters of the
Fuentes de Ebroc sector was
located. Simultaneously, our in-
fantry militia forded the river
and captured several machine
guns, ‘Then, our men continued
the attack and forcing their way
forward with hand grenades,
they reached the house just at
the moment when the officers
were trying to flee, They suc-
ceeded in killing all of them.
There were, among these officers,
one captain, two lieutenants, and
several sergeants.

The soldiers came to us shout-
ing: “Brothers, please do not kill
us!” and with smiling faces sur-
rendered to our militiamen, to
those who are struggling to cre-
ate a free Spain, a generous
Spain, a productive Spain.

These soldiers told us that the
Fascists claim that we are mur-
derers, But no one is able or
will ever be able to say specific-
ally which are our crimes, No
town has been shelled by us. On
the other hand, when we shell
a military objective, they retali-
ate by shelling towns which they
know are inhabitated by women,
children and -old men.

They also claim that all sol-
diers captured have to join our
columns or else are immediately
shot. But no one can say that
the deserters are not well re-

ceived.” When they join our col-
umn they become one of ours,

another militia man, just like
myself,

Fascists of Zaragoza! The
soldiers which you say we are
shooting are now eating with us

and sleeping in our beds. Why
do you force the soldiers to fight

by pointing youi' pistols at them?
Why do you disarm them? Why
do you tell them that we burn the
feet of the deserters who come

to us? You are fighting with
lies; but you are wrong if you
think that victory will be yours!

In Spain there are two respon-
sible organizations’ which no one
will be able to crush: The C.N.T.

in Barcelona and the U.G.T. in
Madrid, Bilboa, ete, They will
fight for liberty and justice.

We are going to crush Fas-
cism! We have promised it and
we will keep our promise, as we
have always done. The C.N.T.
of today is superior to the C.N.T.
which you used to know. We
now rvepresent the men in the
factories and the men in the
streets.

We are fighting to have a
Spain that will not be the private
property of a few dictatorial
generals representing capitalism.

The workingmen have awak-
ened and will crush Fascism with
their arms, Then, the CN.T,,
the U.G.T. and the Popular
Front, if possible, will get to-
gether and will come to an un-
derstanding.

We are not fighting to win
medals and stripes. We are not
trying to win a seat in a Con-
gress or in a Ministry. When
we have won, we will return to
the factories und to the shops
from which we came. And in
the faclories, in the fields and
in the mines will be the real
army which will protect Spain.

Like the peasants, we are now
beginning to sow. And like the
peasants we are suffering terrific
storms which may destroy our
crops.  But in spite of these
storms—the continuous shelling
and bombing by guns and by
Ttalian and German planes—we
claim that our crops are safe and
we will not fail to harvest them.

The crops will belong to all of
us, not to a Durruti, a Garcia
Oliver, a Largo Cabailero, a
Companys or an Azafia. The
crops will be harvested by every-
body and everyone will have his
share,

Workingmen of Spain, be
brave! If there was ever a mo-
ment when it was necessary to
risk our lives, this is it. Work-
ingmen, be optimistic] We are
led by an ideal!

Forward against Fascism!

Fascism should not be dis-
cussed. It should be destroyed!
Salute, comrades!

,on local, provincial, and regional

are to be abglished, their places
to be taken by.Councils of De-
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CIN T DEMAINDS UNIFIED DEFENSE
COUNCILS—WORKERS’ CONTROL

At the plenum of the regional secretaries) into departments of
committees of the C.N.T., taking|the council corresponding to the
place in connection with thelneeds of the moment: foreign
changes in the government, the|relations, maintenance of public
following resolutions were adopt- jorder, war (including aviation
ed after a thorough discussion of [and navy), communication and

the situation.

propaganda,

education, large

1. To establish in Madrid a|scale agriculture, industry, trans-
National Council of Defense|Port, public works, sanitation.

made up of all elements who par-
ticipate in the struggle against]
Fascism. The representation is
to be based upon the following
proportion: five delegates from

The creation of a popular

militia to maintain public order,
Also a war militia compulsory

for all. The control of such mil-

itia is to be vested in the hands

the C.N.T. (Syndicalists), five of"fh‘e Council of Workers'a.nd
from the U.G.T. (Socialist) and|Militiamen made" up of joint

four Republicans, The president

committees of the C.N.T. and

of the Council is to be Largo|the U.G.T. The creation of a

Cabailero.

2. The political and economic
administration is to be based up-

federalism. The offices of Civil

governors of provinces as well
as of the municipal government

fense built upon the same pro-

single military directing centre in
the form of a War Commissar-
iat designated by the National
Council of Defense and giving
representation to the three sec-
tors of the anti-Fascist front
(Anarcho-Syndicalists, Socialists
and Republicans).

5. To establish a Popular

Proletasian and provisional jur-

pottional representation as the
National Council.

3. To transform the offices
of the various ministries {state

CN.T.F.AIl LEADS FIGHT AGAINST

FASCISM FOR FREEDOM SAYS GOLDMAN

cannot conquer without arms.
Will you sit by supinely while
your brothers and sisters are be-
ing murdered and Fascism placed
in power? I appeal te you men
and women of English speaking
countries to come to the assist
ance of the gallant fighters in
Spain. Every hour los strength-
ens the position of the enemy.

(Continued from page 17

the CNT-FAI, I made it my
business to talk to some of the
workers and to express to them
my astonishment that they had
been able to prevent wholesale
damage to the property now in
their possession. In a direct and
simple mafiner I wds told that
the workers feit they had pro-
duced the wealth and that they
feit it would have been nothing
short of stupidity to destroy
anything that can now be made
accessible to the use of all who
labor. This marks a new depart-
ure in revolutionary conscious-
ness of the value and sanctity of
human effort and sets a convine-
ing example for the quality, in-
telligence and practical judgment
of the CNT-FAI

True a number of churches
were burned. But those who
know the sinister influence of the
Church on the Spanish masses,
the superstitions fostered, the toll
exacted and the alignment of the
Church with the monarchist and
military as well as the capitalist
interests will not blame the
masses for having vented their
wrath on these structures. In
addition it is a fact as I have
been able to ascertaiw, that in 2
number of cases the workers set
fire to the churches only after
they had been attacked by priests.
These men though sworn to live
up to the admonition “THOU
SHALT NOT KILL,” yet sent
volley after volley from the high
church windows into the masses
below. It is also significant that
very few churches of historic or
artistic importance have been
touched.

However, it is the spirit of the
people, their great courage and
their high aims that should be
considered and not a few de-

molished stone buildings, This
sublime spirit is giving birth to
a new conception of the dignity
and value of every man, woman
and child in the new Spain which
the CNT-FAI is working for.

It is profoundly moving to
find a whole people as one man
in their determination to perses
vere in the battle to the last man
and {ast drop of blood until Fas-
cism has been driven from the
land, In making such a heroic
stand the CNT-TFAI is motiv-
ated not only by their great love
of liberty and economic achicve-
ments for themselves, They are
also moved by the certainty that
a victory over Fascism in Spain
would mean a victory over this
enslaving force in all other coun-
tries. Just as the defeat against
FFascism wduld plunge the whole
world into darlmess and savag-
ery already in existence in a
number of European countries.

While the uilimate aim of the
CNT-FAI is a new social order
on federalist, and not centralist
lines, and while they have al-
ready begun to build the new
edifice they do not forget for a
moment the imperative need of
concentrating on the elimination
of the immediate menace within
Spain. And they will not rest
until that menace has been crush-
ed utterly.

Men and women, are you
aware of the fact that the sup-
porters of Fascism are supply-
ing Franco with tremendous
amounts of modern weapons of
warfare while the defenders of
liberty have to battle almost with
bare hands?

True, the Spanish people are
invincible, and overwhelming in
their fortitude, courage and will
to consecration while the ene-
mies are waging war with hire-
lings. But the mast inspired men

Rouse

women, protest against the hy-
pocrisy of neutrality towards
the Spanish Anti-Fascists while
the other side has active help
reactionary govern-
ments and their worthy col
leagues in human slaughter.

Protest against the vilification
of the CNT-FAI. Make known
that they are back of the heroic
struggle against Fascism as well
as the reconstructive work in
Catalonia. The CNT-FAI is the
last to deny credit to the other
political groups bravely fighting
at the front, but as a matter of
historic fact, the CNT-FAI is
the most formidable active moral
force in Barcelona and all of
This must be pro-
claimed from the very housetops
in England, the United States
and Canada. And it is up to you
liberty and justice loving people
to do so. Organize relief, raise
funds to equip the valiant volun-
tary militia ready to lay down
their young lives fighting to the
bitter end,

Men and women, you have the
grandest historic occasion to help
crush the hydra-headed monster
TFascism, that lies like a hideous
nightmare on the hearts of Eur-
ope. Only then will the peoples,
of the earth be able to breathe
freely once more. Only then will
it be able to undertake the task
of social transformation,

from all

Catalonia.

idic body designated by the Na-
tional Council of Defense, the
trade union organizations and
political anti-Fascist organiza-~
tions.

6. The socialization of the

banks, the abolition of usury and
speculation and the ultimate
elimination of the national pro-
vincial and local debts.
7. The socialization of the
wealth of the Church, as well as
of the large landed estates, of
the big industries, large commer-
cial enterprises, the entire trans-
port as well as of any enterprise,
the owner of which gave any
assistance to the Fascista; work-
ers control of the private indus-
trial and commercial establish-
ments; the syndicates (industrial
unions) to make use of the sb-
cialized means of production and
exchange; the right of free ex-
perimentation for every commun-
ity inasmuch as it- does not con-
flict with the normal course of
economic life; the introduction
of a plan in the working of the
big industries and more import-
ant land economies.

The struggle for peace upon
the basis of the international
action of the proletariat, the re-
organization of diplomacy and
the calling together of an inter-
national conference of all the
anti-Fascist elements with the
view of laying down the basis
for a workable international soli-
darity.

All funds collected for owr
bulletin, ‘““Spanish Revolution”
should ba tned in at once. If
sufficient money is forthcoming
we will be able to print the
paper more regularly and per-
baps soon make a weekly of
it.

Send contribations and sales
collections to

UNITED LIBERTARIAN
ORGANIZATIONS

L. Radinowsky, Treasurer
45 West 17th Street

—EMMA GOLDMAN

New York City
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Free Expression of Workers

In Councils

Will Assure Victory

(Continued from page 1)

day, and it is the workers who
are now bitterly contesting every’
inch of ground yielded by the
“legal” representatives of the
Spanish peoplc to the Fascists.
July 19th shattered the legal ap-
paratus in Spain, which was in
part treacherous and in part in-
competent. The people bad to
win its fundamental rights and
build up a new life according to
its will. And therefore all the
means for carrying on the fight
should rest solely in the hands
of the people, in the hands of
typically “revolutionary organiza-
tions composed of all sectors of
the anti-Fascist movement.

All these sectors are in agree-
ment on the point that the direct
result of victory over Fascism
can only be a complete economic
and social change. But opinions
differ as to what the basis of the
new social and economic struc-
ture should be. Each faction has
its own ideas and wants to bring
them to realization. This is
pataral but it is also dangerous]
when such divergence of wishes
passes the limits of good sense
and of immediate need.

Care must be taken that the
struggle goes on without giving
anyone in the country the chance
for building up party positions’
that will some day endanger the
utilization of a victory won by
joint action. Just as the pro-
tagonists of all factions fight at
the front, so it is also necessary
to create in the rearguard organ-
izations whicly are a true expres-
sion of reality and which will)
enable the people, on the dayf
after the victory, to decide its
new life, thinking and feeling in|
absolute freedom,

Socialization of Land|’

(Continked from page 1)

of land workers to attempt to
realize in full the order of liber
tarian Socialism under the fol-
lowing circumstances:

a. The total collectivization is
to be carried out in those regions
in which there is no danger of
running into any opposition with
the small land owners.

b. Where such a danger does
exist, the only land to be collec
tivized is that which belonged to
the big land owners and any
other land owner that took the
side of Fascism.

¢. The land workers must
win over to the idea of coliectiv-
ization, the poor peasants and
the tenant farmers. Every dis-
trict must have large model
farms where all modern technical
implements are to be tried out.
In the first place there must be
introduced electrification, irriga-
tion and the chemical improve-
ment of the soil, Such model
farms are to be organized for
the benefit of the peasants.

6. A certain latitude must be

gwen every region in the appli-

-~ [TRPRY Vot L e

In Catalonia the existing dif-
ferences between the various fac-
tions are as great as, or greater
than, in the rest of Spain. Here,
however, the obstacle has been
overcome through the creation of
true revolutionary organizations
in which all revolutionary fac-
tions can function jointly without
any sacrifice of their intellectual
integrity. The anti-Fascist com-
mittees for the militia, the main-
tenance of revolutionary order,
for the organization of the up-
keep and development of domes-
tic economy, demonstrate the
possibility of constructive co-
operation of an entire people
which is fighting a commeon
enemy, without the appearance
of any class or party privileges
that might become the starting
point of internal conflicts.

Catalonia’s example
give the other regions of Spam
food for thought. Right now nv

single faction can claim exclusive
representation of the Spanish

people. The people can be rep-
resented only by organizations
born out of the revolution which
is now in progress and which
has abolished all pre-July 19th
normns.

The CNT and the FAI de-
mand the creation of Regional
Revolutionary Councils which
are united into a Central Defense
Council for the entire country.
As opposed to this central de-
fense council, the regional coun-
cils should have the necessary
autonomy Jp be able to settle the
immediate pressing problems of
the revolution. These revolu-
tionary and therefore transilory
organizations would have the task
of defending the cause of all the
fighting sectors and maintaining
a upiform advance at the front
and in the rear, This demand
had already been raised by the
CNT and the FAI befure the
creation of the Caballero govern-
ment and we have no reason for
altering it. On the contrary, it
becomes clearer daily that the
Spanish revolution cannot be
represented by organizations
alien to it; it must creale its own
expression. The CNT and the
FAI, whose decisive importance
is now recognized by all, have
given sufficient proof of their

| understanding and tolerance, and

exert sufficient moral authority
to demand the same from all
other factions,

Let us organize our victory
without organizational rivalries
and without mistrust, and the
people will be able to choose
freely, its way for itself.- The
Revolutionary Defense Councils
must replace the old bankrupt
institutions. They will show the
revolution the next road.

SALESMEN WANTED

for “Spanish Revolution” and
other Libertarian literature.
Libera! commission. Call at

111.0.. 45 W, 17th St.. NY C.

should. working class organizations.

Masses Fight
Heroically

{Continued from page 1)

If an era of well-being, social
peace, freedom and bread for
masses of workers and peasants
comes at the end of the present
upheaval, it will be because the
workers took up arms in spite of
the Giral government, and, it
can be said now, against the
wishes of several members of
the liberal government,

When it was seen that the
coalition government made no
headway with organizing the de-
fenses, Azana turned to Largo
Caballero and Indalecio Prieto
to take in hand the conduct of,
the war, because they, as Social-
ists, represented more closely the
elements of the population who
were willing to fight Fascism to
the death, that is to say, the

Much precious time was lost.
The enemy had battered his way
through Extramadura and had
advanced to the very gates of
Madrid, Yet at this moment
when the world is hearing noth-
ing but the roar of battle in the
Tagus Valley, industry is begin-
ning to function again, after
weelcs of idleness and half-heart-
edness,

The workers themsclves are
taking the initiative. Revolution-
ary committees are being set up
everywhere. People’s tribunals
have found thosc guilty of fo-
menting the rebellion, its finan-

ciers and auxiliaries, and havé

begun to mete out punishment
within a week after being set up,
whereas the Giral government
hesitated for weeks to proceed
against the plotters and their
agents.

Now the landed estates which
the successive liberal govern-

ments hesitated to confiscate are
at last passing into the hands of
the peasants. These are prelim-
ary conditions to victory against
the hirelings of Hitler and Mus-
solini, who are swarming over
the land, burning, looting and
massacring as they go. It was
impossible to arouse the workers
for a return to the status quo.
Now they know what they are
fighting for.

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF
THE ANARCHISTS
IN SPAIN?

WHAT
CAN THE AMERICAN
WORKER DO TO
HELP SPAIN?

Attend Mass Mecling at
IRVING PLAZA
(Irving PL. & 15th 5t, N. Y.)
on
Sunday Afternoon, Oct. 25th
1 o'clock
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The Catalonian food workers
of the C.N.T. issued the follow-
ing declaration to the small busi-
Nnessmen:

“We respond to the serious ap-
peal jssued by the anti-Fascist
committee to the Catalonian mid-
dle class, The anti-Fascist com-
mittee pointed out that weall
now share a great historical
responsibility. That is’ why we
appeal to you to enter our union.
It is necessary that you transcend
the narrow mentality of your
class, You are also workers and
you should not stand outside the
workers’ ranks, You issued from
the ranks of workers, you grew
up among us and that is why
together with all of us you must
help to build up the new econ-
omy that is coming into existence
now and which is going to be
firmly consolidated when Fas-
cismm has been fully vanquished.

“Small merchants! for years
you worked hard from 12 to 14
hours a day. The bitter struggle
for life deprived you of any
leisure, of any opportunity to
devote some of your time to
social problems. And so you have

MIDDLE CLASS SUPPORTS
REVOLUTIONARY MASSES

just as much reason as we to join
the great social movement which
aims to bring about a more just
and dignified social order for all.

“Let us all strain our efforts
to make life worth while for
everyone. Our union appeals to
you to do something on your
own behalf, for your own frec-
dom which will come as a part
of the peneral freedom, The
comrades of the Qil and Soap
Merchants Association, employ-
ers and employees, have already
taken the decision. They clearly
saw the needs of our time and
they decided to collectivize their
business. Now they all work
collectively. There are no more
bosses and workers—all share
theip income according to their
needs. Follow their example!
They show the right way to
overcome the distrust which you
have felt towards the workers of
the C.N.T., for you witnessed
with your own eyes the heroism
of the C.N.T. and the Anarchist
F.AL. who fought and are now
fighting against Fascismi for the
interests of the entire people, for

the future of Spain.”

DONATIONS RECEIVED FOR SPAIN

Bakers Union, Local 505
Anna Rabinowitz and Goldstein.

Fannie, Towanda, Pa..

FRCEE R N o

Gay Dress Shop, N. Y.—List 2|4

. $46.75
2.00
5.00
5.85

J. Bottielo, Gillespie, 1L -—Lnt 3]9 320 15.54
1. Goldman, Chicago, Ill.. ceare.  23.00
Sun Rise Colony—List 1 |0 ceeneas 2925
Pietro Molaschi, N. Y....... . 31.45
A. Fernandez, Moundswlle. Ww. Va e

List 402-404 ..... PR 86.75
Progressive Miners, L.oc i, Glllcaplc, ill 210.00
George Laudi ........ o ciiina.. 5.00
Russian Polish Umon, Loc 103 ACW. 32.93%
Gladys Roberts—List 444.......... 4.00
F. Baron, Pershing, lowa........... 5.00
Michael Palmiere, F'armingham, Mass. 48.35
Manuel Garcia, Donorah, Pa.—

List 406-410 ..........c..v.. 407.14
Dr, Shifman .....-...vuv- e . 5.00
Nettie Gold, N. Y. .. ... ivionnns 2.00
Roman Malovichica,‘ Niagara Falls, N. Y.—

List 164 ..o vvrrivrrnerasnaass 1500
Fermin, N. Y.o........ veene.  10.00
Proletarische Gcmcmachaft N Y ce.. 10187
Jewish Anarchist Federation ........ 677.65
Freedom Group ............ 3.00
Libertarian Workers Group—l..xst |54 45.00
Ii Martello . ... 52.10
Ray Jones, San Francmco-——-]_.lst | !9 |20 .00
D. Gisecke, Toronto-—List 104...... 5.00
Amshol Group, N. Y...,........ - 68.38
Mohegan Colony ... ..., 28.15
H. Block, Chelsea, Mass.—List 431-432 57.00
Russian Group—Dielo Truda——

List 165-—D. T., Cleveland, Ohio  5.00

List 166—D. T., Akron, Ohio. .. 7.25

List 162-—D. T., Frackville, Pa.. . 1.50

List 207——D. T., Baltimore, Md.  9.00

Liast 169B—D. T., Newark, N. J. 5.25

List 118—D. T., Waterbury, Conn. 7.00

List 196—D. T., Akren, Ohio. .. 7.00

List 160—D. T., New Haven, Conn. 13.50

through the LW.M.A.

wenrdrine  cloee anlidnvbr ape noahisern et b

List 106—D. T., Chicago, L. .. 9.75

List 166—D. T., New Castle, Pa. 14.00

List 182—D. T, N.Y......... 5,70

List 161—D. T, N. Y......... 6.35
List 158—D. T (Abrams &

Shapiro Shop) .... 172.75

P. T., Philadelphia... 25.00

TOTAL Donations for Spain. .$2,171. |

To date we have sent $2,000 to the CQN.T,

The Spanish workers need your continued aid. We cannot rest
until these hervic fighters lay down their ams in victory, Only
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Revolutionary Councils Taking Control of Spain

Socialist Professor of Geneva on
Anarchist Work in Spain

.. . The agreement arrived at
by the various political tendencies
in Catalonia enabled the anar-
chists to create a social organiza-
tion on a syndicalist basis, which
ingpires admiration in point of its
order, intelligence and revolu-
tionary spirit.

Throughout Catalonia one may
travel unarmed, both during
the day and during the night,
without running the slightest
danger. At present there is com-
plete tranquillity both in Barce-
lona and in the towns and vil-
lages of the interior. In the
midst of a civil war, the anar-

chists have shown themselves fo
be political organizers of the
highest type; they inspire in
everyone the necessary respect
for discipline and they know how
to make eloquent appeals to the
devotion of all for the common
welfare.

It is with the feeling of joy,
coupled with a sustained admira-
tion, that a social-democrat
comes to view the new Cata-
fan institutions. The anti-capi-
talist regime is being organized
in Catalonia without taking re-
course to any dictatorship. Over

(Continued on page four)

As we go to press, we learn
from the capitalist press that
“the powerful syndicalist organ-
ization kmown as the C.N.T.
which hitherto has declined to be
represented in the government
because of the Confederation’s
original non-political character
hag fnally accepted representa-
tion in the cabinet.” (N. Y,
Times, Nov. 4.) Woe are also
informed by another daily paper
(N. Y. Evening Post, Nov. 3),
that the reorganization was
viewed as a victory for Premier
Largo Caballero who has con-

sistently desired Anarcho-Syn-

wHY C.N.1. ENTERED GENERALIDAD

Since July 19th of this year,
sudden political and social
changes have taken place in
Catalufia. The revolutionary
workers became the moving
force in the battle against Fas-
cism. The battle was swift and
thorough, The slogan C.N.T.-
F.AL rallying all the class-con-

OF

scious masses to the banner and
ideals of this vital fighting organ-
isation.

The entire social and political
forces are now backing the anti-
Fascist struggle. The anarcho-
syndicalist C.N.T. with its largest
contingent of workers is actively
participating in the anti-T'ascist

REVOLUTION SPREADING
‘TO CULTURAL FIELD

The great work of revolution-
ary reconstruction is extending
to the cultural field. The re
organization of the educations!
system along the lines of revolu-
tionary ideas and practice is pro-
ceeding rapidly. A very import-
ant landmark in this process of
cultural vebuilding is the plenary
sessions of the representatives of
the CN.T.,, F.A.L, the various
and clubs of

cultural proups
Catalonin. Close to 400,000
workers were represented  at

those sesstons. Some idea of the
work achieved and, incidentally,
of the high cultural level of the
anarchist workers of Catalonia,
can be gathered from an article
appearing in onc of our maga-
zines in Ilarcelona (“Las No-
ticias”"}. The author is Dr. F.
Ibanez, an active worker in the
ranks of the C.N.T.

The article follows in part:

“ .. For two days and nights
the representatives of hundreds
of thousands of workers from
the fields and factories of Cata-
lonia were grappling with cul-
tural problems in order to chart
a new course for their solutions.
The Revolution did away with
much that was odious in the old
regime, but it left intact some of

its roots planted in the subsoil of
the old putrid epoch. It was
enough, though, that the prole-
tariat had its first respite in the
struggle that those hateful roots
should be pulled out and as this
Plenum of Culture has demon-
strated, that new sprouats should
already begin to shoot forward.

“The mass of workers pro
nounced itself in favor of the
New Unified School, In thosc
long drawn out sesstons the mass
of workers showed a high ten-
siom of thought, having chart-
ed the future course of cduca-
tion and plotted new oricntations
that will prove decisive in lhe
mental life of the juture genera-
tions.

“The school will cease to he a
breeding ground of learncd
pedants, but will become the
workshop where the new man
will be forged. General culture
will take its place alongside of
the special technical education.
The latter will be the task of the
cultural sections of the syndi-
cates, while the Atheneum (the
cultural clubs of the CN.T.), the
universities and cultural centres
will disseminate a new humani-
tarian culture, rich and profuse
in its possibilities . . .”

CATALONIA

tefense, as well as in the con-
structive transformation of the
cconomic and sociul life of the
masses. The Committee of the
voluntary militia, the Food-sup-
ply Committee and the Economic
Council constitute the directing
force of the anti-Fascist cam-
campaign. The C.N.T. is repre-
sented in all the Committees. The
former governing
hody, while existing alongside
these committees, was yet a pow-
eriess organism. It renounced ail
active resistance against the
revolutionary workers, content-
ing itself with the function of
fegalising the resolutions of the

bourgeots

(Continued on page four)

dicalist participation in govern-
ment activities.

This news is garbled as usual
They give a distorted view of
what has taken place in Madrid.
What happened there is not just
the joining of an ordinary cab-
inet by an opposition party. The
newspapers bint of "“a major re-
organization” of the cabinet. In
reality it is a radical change of
the political system in accordance
with the revolutionary plan laid
down by the C.N.T. a month ago.

The underlying ideas of this
change arc well expressed in a
manifesto issued by the last
Plenum of the CN.T. (region-
al).

“The organs of revolutionary
vefense cannot be those of tra-
ditional democracy. New organs
have to Le {formed, that is those
that were created by the revolu-
tion on a regional and local scale
must be expanded to najional
size.  (Ed. Note—Those organs
are Councils of Defense based
mainly on labor and peasant
unions.) They must plant them-
selves squarely upon the new
sacial and palitical realities which
came to triumph after the events
of July 19. (IEd Note—That is,
the revolution must be social in
its character,) The institutions
of bourgeois democracy, its local,
provincial and national. apparat-
uses clo not correspond any more
to the present situation, Nor can
they give expression to the revo-

'MADRID BEGINS TO CARRY OUT
ANARCHO-SYNDICALIST PROGRAM

lutionary spirit now animating
our social life.”

(From the "CNT,” the
official organ of the Anarcho-
syndicalist  confederation  of
Labor,

Those ideas were embodied in
the plan submitted by the C.N.T.,
the details of which were report-
ed in our last issue of the “Span-
ish Revolution” (Oct. 19). And
it has already been carried out in
Catalonia. It means the widest
application of the ({ederative
principle. The Councils of De-
fense are coordinating agencies,
but not governments of the old
type. It also means a resolule
break with the timorous policy
in repard to capitalist rela-
tionships. It means the ush-
ering in of a deep political
and social revolution, which has
already been in operation in
Catalonia and which is now go-
ing to spread to the rest of
Spain.

Largo Caballero opposed it.
The communists were dead set
against it, but the demands of
the revolution proved stronger
than doctrinnaire considerations.
It is not the anarcho-syndicalists
that reconsidered their attitude,
but the parties that unfil now
were hanging onto the tail end
of bourgeois institutions, having
finally been forced into a revolu-
tionary umited front envisaged
and mapped out by the anarch.-

syndicalists of Spain.

Militia of the
C.N.T. and F.A.lL
at the Arragon
Front

Funeral of an

Italian comrade
killed while in
action against the
Fascists in Arragon.

Comrades and friends!
heroic Spanish fighters.

WARM CLOTHES

FOR SPANISH FIGHTERS

One of the most distressing difficulties facing the Spanish workers is the lack of
warm clothes for the fighters op the battle front.
recently sent to Spain 2,000 sheepskins. The labor ia frecly contributed by comrades and
that is why a sheepskin costs only $2.00 (a longer one, $2.50).

QOur Spanish comrades of New York

Felp us in this work of providing warm clothes for our

Send money for sheepskins to 1. Radinowsky, U.L.Q., 45 West
17th Street, New York, N. Y.
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‘HE NEW PEOPLE’S FRONT—FOR,
NOT AGAINST REVOLUTION

We hear it said now very often that the anarcho-syndicalists

: Spain are going back on their revolutionary principles. They

wve become a part of the Peoples Front instead of combatting it.

s hey are collaborating with the representatives of the petty-bour-

-visie, like the Left Republicans of Catalonia, instead of elimin-
ning them,

Those arguments are advanced not only by little sects and
1f-styled revolutionary purists. The socialists and communists
11l back upon such arguments in order to justify their participa-
on in the block of bourgeois parties. Tor if an organization
| indomitable revolutionary spirit is driven toward some sort of
.llaboration with people like Companys, why shouldn't socialists
ad communists establish a united front with representatives of
ie bourgeoisie like Azafa in Spain and Herriot in France?

Is it the same, though? Is the People's Front advocaled by the
acialists and communists of the same nature as the coalition of
ovements now making up the anti-Fascist .front in the most
-volutionary provinces of Spain?

Does Leon Blum socialize railways and factories, expropriale
i land owners? Does he base his power on the trade unions of
e country, on the factory committees, on the unions of poor
wcasants? Have such organizations become an integral part of

new social .and political system? Of course not. He takes
rders from the big industrialists and money kings. Troops are
iwing used to evict strikers from the factories at the direct orders
.f the Blum government. This is done in order to appeasc the
. rench radical socialists, a party of the same soctal cornposition
5 the Left republicans of Catalonia.,

The radical socialists dominate the French People’s IFront
d are in turn dominated by the economic rulers of the country.
iut who dominates the Left republicans of Catalonia? At whose
adding does Companys issue decrees saetioning the seizure of
ictories and big land estates, the total reorganization of social
Jle undertaken by the revolutionary unions of the country?

There are coalitions and coalitions, there are two kinds of
United Front,” two ways of collaborating with the petty bour-
coisie. One is to let the revolutionary working class be dominated

iy the latter; and that means in the long run to be dominated by
e industrial and financial oligarchy. This is the kind of a People’s
i‘ront advacated and practiced by the socialists and communists
a France and up tilt recently in Madrid.

The other is the one followed now by the CNJT. ol Cata-
,nia. Collaboration with the petty-ourgeoisie there is; and it
_ould be sheer madness to antagonize those elements in a situation
here every force fighting against Fascism counts so much. Bul
e direction of affairs is taken out of the hands of that vacilating
lement, It is gradua!'l'y drawiy into the process of social recon-
iruction instead of being aroused against it.

This is made possible not only because the anarcho-syndicalists
.re pursuing the tactics of revolutionary realism. A change of
aeart is inevitable with large masses of the petty-bourgeoisie and
lte technicians in regard to revolutionary reconstruction. The
calities of the struggle against Fascism are teaching them one out-
tanding lesson, and that is: in order to fight against fascist bar-
arism, to fight for the preservation of the elementary basis of
ur culture, it is necessary to direct one’s blows against the capi-
ist system as a whole.

This lesson is being driven into the minds of the Spanish
wctors, lawyers, technicians, salaried people and petty traders
..y the sight of the unspeakable hordes now being unlovsed upon
pain and supported by the erstwhile economic rulers of the coun-
.y. They are learning those lessons and that is why the revolution-
ry workers find it easier to establish a new united front with them.
. united front not for the defence of capitalism, but for a resolute
.itack on its bases. Not the timorous, treacherous People’s Front
vhich the socialists and communists of France and Spain have
ien building up, but one which is inspired with the vision of a
ow sncial order to be eradually erected on the ruins of the capi-

COMRADELY DISCIPLINE
AT THE FRONT

(From an interview with Du-
rutti reprinted by the SOLI-
DARIDAD OBRERA, Oct. 8)

Our brigade does not only con-
duct war: it is also making the
revolution at the same time. The
revolutionary measures cdopted
in Barcelona are immediately
put to practice right near the bat-
tle {ront. LEvery village coun-
quered by us begins to undergo
a deep revolutionary change. A
defeat on our part would mean
not just an ordinary retreat of
the army. We would have to

Lveryone works for the war and
revolution.  Therein lies our
puwer,

As to discipline 1 believe that
this is only a question of respect-
ing ones’ obligations. I am
against the discipline of barracks,
but T am also against an ill-un-
derstood kind of liberty behind
which cowards hide. At war the
clected  delegates have to be
obeyed: otherwise no military
operation of any kind will be
possible. [n our brigade we have
the same tricks employed as

in those excuses in order to shirk
their dulies are getting their due,
However, those cases are rare.
The comrades of our brigade are
worthy of the cause for which
they are fighting.

Spanish Peasants
Realize Libertar-
ian Communism

In Spain it isn't only two or
three villages that have carried
out the ideas of libertarian com-
munism, but thousands of them,
Many of them do it unconscious-
ly. Many of them do not call

take along with us the entire|during the great war: dying
population of those communities | inothers, sick children, various
through which we pass. From |ailments. We have a medical
the fring line down to Barcelona | comniission to examine all kinds
we have nothing but combattants. |of complainls and those that give

AN APPEAL TO LIBERTARIANS

The example of the libertarian organizations of New York
is now being followed by those of other cities, From Philadelphia
and Chicago comes news of definite organizations being set up
by the libertarian forces in order to push vigorously the task of
helping out the work of our comrades in Spain.

This, however, is not enough. New York, Philadelphia dnd
Chicago are not the only cities where the tremendous significance
of Spanish cvents is being rcalized. There are thousands of
anarchists, syndicalists, industrial unionists all over the country.
They alt surely underdtand the full importance of what is going
on in Spain.  They are surely aware of the urgent need of
acquainiing the great masses of workers, farmers, intellectnals
of the country with the wonderful achievements of the revolu-
tionary movement of Spalin.

And yet no concerted effort has been made by them to place
this work on a wide basis of a comprehensive organization. Our
voice is still feeble, much too feeble, as compared with the urgent
needs of this moment for o powerful broadeasting agency,

This situation must be changed.  There should be no single
place in the country where, given some group of people sym-
pathetic with the Spanish revolution, a vigorous organization for
the purposes of disseminating information about it should e
missing. We all, regardless of the smaller differences dividing us,
should Lreadeast throughout the whole country the greatest oul-
standling fact of modern lite, and that 1s: a great libertarian
revolulion is in the making; a revolution breaking with all pre-
cedents and charting a new course for humanity.

The capitalist press distorts and defames it. The socialists
amd comunumists deliberately ignore it. They opposed it, they
are sabolaging it even now, and that is why they cannot admit
without the full toss of Face the plain Tact that the revolution has
left them far behind, It is only we, hbertarians of all shades,
all men-politienl socialists, adversaries of any form of dictatorship,
it is only we that will do the work of informing the public opinion
of this country of the problems, achievements and aspirations of
tre Spanish revolution,

We have to do it not only in order 1o {ullil our ordinary duty
i regard to the Spanish revolution.  Our work right here, in this
country, depends in a direet measure upon the success of our
activity in behalf of Spain. The greatest blow to any dictatorial
idea is to show the workers of this country that a free socialism
is becoming a fact in one of the important Luropean countries.
The most effective struggle against the demoralization brought in
by politicians into the labor and farmer movements is by way of
telling the great masses of American people of the vevolutionary
achievements of the Spanish masses along the lines of direct action.

And last, but not least: no one of us should ever forget that
in Spain there are seven eager men to one rifle. We must not
relax for a moment in our efforts to collect money and to stir
up the public opinion against the infamous blockade which the
wouldi-be  democratic governments of France and Britain have
established against the Spanish people.

We can do that only by uniting our efforts. Build up United
Libertarian Organizations, embracing all those who sympathise with
the libertarian course of the Spanish revolution. DBuild up a
powerful weekly capable of supplying with regular news all those
who are eager to know of the real characler of Spanish events,
Send speakers throughout the country for the same purpose of
wide dissemination of news and information on Spain.

There are no national revolutions. The Spamish revolution
is rapidly assuming an international scope. Its batile front is ex-
tending to all parts of the world. And we here, at one of its most

tmportant sectors, have to take our rightfnl place,

themselves anarchists, but with-
out being aware of it, they march
toward libertarian communism.
We visited villages in Castille,
and, as it was natural on our
part, we advised the peasants o
organize their life upon libertar-
inn foundations. Bul alter hav-
ing explained to them the nature
of this libertarian society, we
were surprised to hear from
them the following: “but we
have already done that.”

As proof of this we reproduce
a letter received from one of
those villages:

“ .. we have already come
near to realize libertarian com-
munism in full. Money has been
completely abolished.  That is
why we cannot renew the sub-
scription,  If money begins to
circulate again, we shall pay you
with the latter. If not, we shall
regulate it on the basis of some
exchange.”

Such villeges are very nuer-
ous. I Andulucia, Castille, Ara-
gon, Murcia, Astwriv and Cota-
lonia — everywhere  lLiberturion
communism is being tmplanted.
Sometimes it is done in its rodi-
mentary aspect, it being a spon-
tancous manifestation and nol a
consciously planned systens.

This fact is of trememlous
importance. Iiconomic Councils,
the regtonal commitlees of the
C.N.T. must pay close attention
1o this process, Tt is necessary to
¢ ake a statistical account of iL:
[of the number of people uf each
locality, of its agricultural pro-
duction and other side lines. The
exchange of products now spon-
taneously entered into by the col-
lectivized villages should be co-
ordinated on a wider scale.

It is necessary Lo direct Lhose
splendid beginnings of the Span-
ish villages iniv a broad plan.
This is demanded by the actual
moment.

“TUVENTUD LIBRIE”

(A magazine published by the

anarchist youth of Spain.}

The Spanish workers need
your continued aid. We
cannot rest until these
heroic fighters lay down
their arms in victory. Only
working class solidarity
can achieve victory. Send
funds to . Radinowsky,
¢/o U.L.O., 45 West 17th
Street, New York, N. Y,

All funds collected for our
bulletin “Spanish Revolution”
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MADRID - BARCELONA

The following article from the
“CNT”, Oct. 14, gives #s some
idea of how far Madrid, unti
now controlled by the Socialists,
trails behind the revolutionary
work of other provinces, and es-
pecially that of Catalonia. As in
all other revolutions, the exist-
ence of a centralized government
proves to be a great obstacle to
its forward march.

X kK

We cannot resist the tempta-
tion to compare the measures
adopted by the Madrid govern-
ment with those emanating from
the Catalonian Council. Barce-
lona and Madrid follow two dif-
ferent routes,

The Minister of Agriculture

(Madrid) issued the following
decree on the expropriation of
land.

“Subject to expropriation in
favor of the State are those land
estates which belong to own-
ers who took part in some capa-
city, direct or indirect, in the
insurrectional movement against
the Republic.” .

At the same time the Council
of Catalonia decrees in its mani-
festo “the collectivization of all
big estates, respecting at the
same time the rights of small
peasant proprietors.”

Madrid confines itself to the
expropriation of those estates,
the owners of which took part in
the Fascist movement. It places

them at the disposal of the State
and not the syndicates of peas-
ants, The Madrid government
does not face thebasic problem
of the Spanish revolution. It is
only applying sanctions in regard
to some of Lhe feudal lords.

The Councit of Catalonia seeks
the emancipation of the peasants
and places at their disposal the
estates of the big land owners: of
those who helped the Fascists
and these who did not. Tt lays
the basis of a society of free
producers. It safeguards the
rights of the small pruprietors,
but at the same time it organizes
ihe collective exploitatiun of the
hig estates by the syndicates.
et this task he realized and the
revolution will never be de-
stroyed.

TOWARDS FREE COMMUNES IN CATALONIA

The reorganization of the su-
preme executive body of Cata-
lonia from a government into
that of an administrative Coun-
cil of various economic and poli-
tical organizations was followed
by a similar reorganization of
municipalities.*

As the reader will note, the
latter is granted wide autono-
mous power on one hand, and
on the other it is being trans-
formed into a coordinating and
adminislrative organ of the vari-
ous functional bodies. The mun-
icipality in Catalonia begins to
take on the character of a Com-
mune for which the libertarian
movement fought for more than
half a century.

We reprint the following de-
tails of this reorganization from
the Spanish Bulletin of the
C.N.T. (Oct. 12) from the de-
cree of the Supreme Council of
Catalonia (Generalidad) -

... The latest course of events,
the persistence of the struggle
which places hefore the munici-
palitics the necessity nf directing
the encrgies of a new revolution-
ary order, impels us to adopt

new amd precise norms in the

conatitution of municipal organs
wihlelh whogld rellect the molldard
ty of action on the front and in
the rear. The municipalitics
must he represenled by those
elements which until now stood
apart from it (referring to the
CN.T).~

It is therefore necessary to
bring the municipal law in har-
mony with the exceptional de-
mands of the moment and to fix
such norms that would corres-
pond with actual life.

The municipal organs are
based on the representation of
political and trade union organi-
zations in the same proportion
as the one on which the Supreme
Council (Generalidad) of Cata-
lonia is built up.

The miunicipal councilors are
elected at the general meeting of
the representatives of the poli-
tical and trade union bodies, the
hasis specified in the first article.
The councilors make up the new
executive body, elect the munici-
pal judge or the body fulfilling

Every municipality may adopt
a form of organization suitable
to its own specific life.

The municipalities are to set
up committees for every function
of local life such as administra-
tion, culture, public works, de-

{ense and others.

Those functions are to be ex-
ercised on the basis of full
autonomy on one hand and on
the other—in agreement with the
supreme organs of the Generali-

Convention Marks Revolutionary
Advance in Southern Spain

The original zone of Tascist
agpression  was the southern
province of Andalucia. But thus
far it succeeded only in cutting
a swalh along the western part
of the province. With the ex-
ception of several well fortfied
cities like Granada and Cordoba,
the rest of the country is in the
hands of the workers and pea-
sants.

The latter are rapidly organ-
izing not only for military de-
fense but for the revolutionary
reconstruction of the entire social
life, The libertarian revolution
is marching ahead not only in
Catalonia and Valencia prov-
inces, but also in the south where
the influence of the C.N.T. was
always great. We reprint here
from the “C.N.T.” (the official
organ of the Confederation), a
report of the convention of the
syndicates of peasants and work-
crs helonging to the CN.T. of
ihe Granada province.

dad.

“At the beginning of this

The revolutionary reorganiza-
tion of the economic life of the
Catalonian and other provinces
where the anarchists are pre;
dominant (the eastern acaboard)
is a comparatively smooth pro-
cess. It is not accompanied by
the monstrous waste and destruc-
tion characterizing the revolu-
tionary reorganization of Rus-
sian economic life in 1917. But
difficulties there are, and must be.
A new order has to be created
and not just patterned after some
existing model. What are those
difficulties and how do the an-
archists of Catalonia meet them?
Of this our readers may learn

It is part of a latger article ap-

zine “La Revelutiom TProletar-
ienne’ (Oct. 19), mme of the hest
informed magazines on fhe situ-
ation in Spain,

Economic Difficulties

As it wns 10 he expected, dilii-
culties arose in the process of
economie reconstruction.
of the indusiries are inactive,
while others hold their own with
difficulty. The stock of raw ma-
terial is dwindling, while at the
other end surpluses of finished
products begin to accumulate.
The market very often does noi
absorb the entire production.
There is a noticeable rise of the
prices of some commocdlities, such
as sugar, coffee, coal, eggs, po-
tatoes . .

. .. The most serious difficul-
ties are encountered in the finan-
cial field. The Supreme Teo-
nomic Council needs a revolving
fund to make the necessary pur-
chases abroad and to buttress up
those colleclivized  industries
which may temporarily find
themselves in straits.

Unfortunately such  funds
could not be obtained in Madrid.
This is the economic side of the
political conflict going on be-
tween the Marxists of Madrid

| tion

from the article appearing below.

pearing in the syndicalist maga-,

Some

Madrid Sabotage i

Comrade Fahregas who is now
at the head of the department of
National Toconomy of Catalonia,
publicly condemned this altitude
on the part of Madrid. Largo
Caballero is not better in this
respect than his predecessors,
{his being due to his hostility to
the basic ideas and methods of
the C.N.T. He refused to ad-
vance a credit of 800 millions of
pesetas asked by Catalonia for
the purpose of buying war ma-
{erials, and he also refused to
credit Catalonia with 150 mil-
francs necessary for the
purchase abroad of raw materials
for the industries. As a sceurity
for thuse credit advances, Cata-
innia offcred one billion of its
saving bank notes now hek! by
the Bank of Spain.

[ the sante manner was mel’
e Catalimdan demand {o get
somie part of the 400 Lillion gold
wipply nowy ield Ly Bladvid, Cme
can very well understand Catn
lania's desire (o set up o sort af
idependent bank. At the last
congress  of  the  Catalumian
C.N.T. (regional) a proposal wos
made by one syndicate lo set up
a currency for Catalonia'’s inner
comsumiption  while  reserving
Spanish paper moncey for [oreign
trade only.

From War Economy
to Rational Economy

... The aivil war, as is well

known, made many ravages. The

socialization, scquestration and
the introduction of workers con-

* ED. NOTE—The conflict is not
altogether political in ita nature. It
is due not only to the centralistic
claims of the Madrid government.
Up to now the Socislists and Com-
munista who dominated the Madrid
government opposed any attempt to
change radically the economic
atructure of Spnin. Their defense
of capitaliam led to a aeries of con-
flicts with the forces molding the
new social order of Catslonias And
as the author hinted in another part
of the aame article, those conflicts
have something to do with the

growing influence of the Russian

RECONSTRUCTION PROBLEMS IN CATALONIA

trol proceeded in a somewhat
haphazard fashion. Production
was to a large extent directed
toward war necds, the main ef-
forts being concentrated upon the
production of armaments and
other war equipment.

But the problem already arises
of clarifying the situation, of
adapting production for the regu-
lar needs of economic life. It is
necessary to start already pre-
paring the economy for the com-
ing period of peace, to establish
a plan for the future with the
view of directing and harmoniz-
ing production. Such a plan
would obviate any sudden and
hasty  improvizations, would
make it possible to distinguish,
helween good and bad  enter-
prises.

Comrade Fabregas dwells a

preat deal upon the need for

ratiomalization and upon the ne-
ceanity of obieying the lnws of
Hut

it is as an apacclust that he

technie and economic fife,

gpeaks about those malters, Te
shows (he need of respecting the
autonomy of the individual, mu-
nicipality, syndicate and entire
regions insofar as they fall in
line with the genecral interest.
Fabregas appeals particularly to
the lower middle classes who are
bound to play some role in the
mixed cconomy of the Lransition-
al period. The small peasant
houseliold will survive for some
{ime and partly so, the petty in-
dustrial and commercial enter-
prises.

Qur comrades of the CN.T.
are cspecially concerned with ce-
menting the necessary solidarity
among all producers. They are
delermined to eliminate the dis-
persion of efforts, the lack of co-
ordination characterizing the first

period of economic reorganiza-

2l

month a general convention of
the C.N.T. syndicates of the
Granada province (ook place.
Numerous towns and villages
were represented.  There were
also numerous delegates of the
U.G.T. received at this conven-
tion with great show of com-
radely fecling.

“Important resolufions were
adopted on the political and
economical reorganization. Tt
was decided to recommend to
every locality the setting up of
a committee composed of the
representatives of the CN.T.
and the U.GT. Such a com-
mittee is to be the only one
responsible for the main direction
of affairs.

"“Those committees are the only
ones to coatrol the process of
expropriation and ipstituting
workers control.

“Small peasant land-holdings
are to be left intact. In addi-
tion they are to be given all pos-
sible assistance so as to draw
them into the collectives on a vol-
untary basis,

“The exchange of products be-
tween various communities is to
be placed under the control of
the unified trade union commit-
tee. AN the confiscated lands
should not e parcelled out into
small holdings, but should be
turned over to collectives,

“All the grain and instruments
of production are to be taken
over by the community.

“Every family is left a sufficient
supply of grain or other products
for its own consumption and for
the next sowing. The rest goes
o the general supply house in
order to exchange it through the
collective organs [or other prod-
ucts such as enffee, sugar, cloth-
ing.

All livestock is (o bhe taken
aver hy the community and then
redistributed according to  the
needs of every family,

Articles that are scarce are to
be rationed out, preference to he
given to the sick, clildien nnd
uld people.”

Those are only the most out-
standing resolutions of this con-
vention which, being mainly rep-
resented by agricultural workers
and peasants, shows that the
social revolution has already
penetrated to the farthest corner
of the country, The peasants
are beginning (o act on their own
initiative without waiting for the
Madrid government and that is
what serves as the greatest guar-
antec of ils success.

Help Collect Clothes for
Spanish anti-Fascists

Comunittee representing

all Spanish anti-Fascist or-
ganizations of the city col-
lects warm: clothes to be
sent to Madrid and Barce-
lona.

Send such clothing to
The Spanish anti-Fascist
Cominitlee
59.61 Henry Street
Brookiyn, N, Y,
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SARAGOSA WORKERS BETRAYED BY
PEOPLE’E FRONT REPRESENTATIVE

Saragossa is now the strongest
fortress possessed by the Fas-
cists. It is nearly impregnable,
not only because of its geo-
graphic position, but also because
of the highly mechanized equip-
ment possessed by its garrison,

Saragossa was also one of the
firmest revolutionary strong-
holds. Its workers belong pre-
dominantly to the CN.T. and
were always noted for their val-
or. Had they succeeded in pre-
venting the Fascist generals
from capturing the city, the revo-
tution would have taken a differ-
ent course. The road from revo-
lutionary Catalonia and Arragon
to Navarre—the heart of the
Fascist movement — would b2
clear and the threat to Madrid
and the northern provinces would
Lave been removed.

What prevented the anarchist
workers of Saragossa from
thwarting the Fascist plot as they
did in Barcelona and other
towns of Catalonia? The an-
archist weekly “Tierra y Liber-

tad” (Oct. 15) prints the report
of one of the comrades who re-
cently escaped froin Saragussu
It tells the story of betrayals on
the part of the representatives of
the government of the so-called
People’s Front.

“Long before July 19, the mil-
itants of the C.N.T. and F.A.L
expected a military uprising.

“On July 17th a delegation of
the C.N.T. and U.G.T. unions
visited the governor of Sara-
gossa, calling his attention to
Franco’s activity in Morocco and
to the urgent necessity of distrib-
uting arms to the people through
the trade unions. The governor
promised to do so, but wheu the
people, notified of this, gathered
in the streets, the governor
ordered the detention of numer-
ous militants who had some arms
of their own.

“The following day the revo-
lutionary comunittee (of the
C.N.T. and the U.G.T.) ordered

the members of the respective

trade union bodies to appear al
the union locals expecting the
promised  distribution of arms.
Instead, the governor ordered
the Assault Guards (a military
police built up by the Republican
government — Ld. note} to sur-
round the union quarters and to
attack the workers.

“Barricades rose immediately.
But the workers who had only a
very limited amount of arms
were no match for the Assault
Guards who were now joined by
the soldiers of the garrison, the
Civil Guards and Fascist volun-
teers, The defeat of the workers
was followed by a frightiul mas-
sacre in which neither women
nor children were spared.

“Fhis governor wus ¢ member
of the Left Kepublican Perty.| -
The contemplible role played by
him did not, however, save him
from the Fascist vengeance. He
was arrested and is now kept in
the prison of Pamplona.”

WHY GERMANY INTERFERES IN SPAIN

Mercury Behind the Civil War

The answer is clear. In former
wars the main reason was pet-
rolewm; in the civil war in Spain
the main reason is mercury,

It is well known that Spain is
the most important producer of
mercury in the whole world. The
production of mercury is as fol-
lows: First Spain, 247; then
Italy, 1.99; America, 0.86; Rus-
sia, 0.27; Mexico, 0.25; Czecho-
slovakia, 0.08. These numbers
mean millions of kilogrammes a
year,

Mercury is of the greatest im-
portance in war; each hand gren-
ade, each gun shot, each cannon
shell must contain mercury. It
is a fact that without mercury
no war can go on.

Germany wants undoubtedly
to take the the Spanish mercury
mines at Almaden, so famous
throughout the world, to serve
the fighting purposes of the
Reich, and at the same time to
deprive the whole of Europe of
its principal market of mercury,
which provides 40 per cent of
the whole production of this me-
1al.

The second place "in mercury
production belongs to Italy, but
Italy is in full accordance with
Germany. In case of a victory
of the rebels, Spain would be
under the conirol of Germany,
who would profit by our rich
mines, while the rest of Europe
would be deprived of this pre-
cious melal, not only useful for
war industries but for many
other purposes. This privation
would be very injurious ta all
countries,

Here is the basis of the present
events in Spain provoked by Ger-
many which will end in a world

Iron Also

Mercury is the main basic 0b-
ject of the Spanish civil war, but
not theé only one, as Spain is
very rich not only in mercury
but in many other metals im-
portant in war industry of which
Germany is short, especially iron.

During the year 1935 Spain
has exporied to Germany four-
teen million tons of iroun.

Spain  produces every year
more than seven million tons of
iron.

And Copper

Spain exported to Germany
last year 400,000 tons of copper,
and the Spanish produclion every
year is 540,000 tons. There is

nothing strange that Iitler
should envy Spanish copper.
Lead Too

The lead mines of Andalusia
are most important, and shellac

mines exist also in Asturias,
though in this region the coal
mines are more important. The
importation of lead to Germany
was in the last year 54,000 tons,
and the regular Spanish produc-
tion of this metal is 116,000 tons.

Tor ancther reason, also, Hit-
ler Germany desires Spain. Its
great dream is France and Paris,
the coveted Paris of the last war;
but now France, through many
sufferings, has got the nfost
powerful army in the world; and
Germany dare not attack the tre-
mendous  defences  built by
France all alpng her German
frontier, called *'ligne Maginot,”
and extended also along the Bel-
gium frontier. Then what is the
only thing to do? To act as a
snake does and attack the enemy
:n an underhand way.

—from “New Times”
an anti-Fascist paper
published in England.

Professor Comments

on Anarchism

(Continued from page one)

there the members of the syndi-
cates are their own masters, and
they regulate the production and
the distribution of propertics
under their control, after hsten-
ing to the advice of experienced
technicians in whom they have
confidence. The enthustasin of
workingmen and employees is so
great that they spurn personal
advantages offered to them, and
think only of the interests of all.

The industrial concentration
carried out has produced mir-
acles. Sales prices have dropped,
and that is in spite of the fact
that the working hours are short-
er and the salaries slightly
higher.

Inspired by these results and
influenced by this environment,
dispossessed  capitalists  have
spontaneously offered their tech-

have not  been  expropriated,
placed their factories and their
fortunes at the dispousal of the
commritees of the syndicates,

lo summarizing, one may say
Uik, although carrying out a $0-
cial revolution in all essential
points, Catalonia has adapted it-
self to the economic requirements
imposed by the struggle against
the rebels. Seven weeks after
having taken over the power, the
proletariat succeeded in organiz-
fing 1he rear to a point which
France was able to reach only
fourleen months after the be-
ginning of the world war,

The foregoing is o portion of o
statement made by the socialist,
Andres Oltmares, a professor al
the University of Geneva. [t is
taken from CNT of October 14,

A Marxist Tribute to the CN.T.

archist movement (the last book
by the late Maurin, the leader
and theorctician of the P.O.
U.M., published on the very eve
of the July events, is full of thase
pearls) are forced to make pub-
lic acknowledgement of it
The resolution reprinted from
the “C.N.T.”, the officizl organ
of the C.N.T. speaks for itsel
in this respect,

“At a recent conference of the
P.O.UM., among other resolu-
tions there was onc relating tc
the CNT., saying that ‘it is
necessary to maintain the closest
relations with the C.N.T,, for it
is this organization which, in
view of its independent attitude
toward the bourgeoisie and the
importance given to it by its great
numerical strength, which offers
us the greatest guaranty that the
tling about the petty-bourgeois social content of the revolution
and reformist nature of the an-iwill not be fru.rtruted' "
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tees and the Lconormc Council.
Tt is made up of three delegates
of the C.N.T., three of the Cata-
lan Left, one member of the
Farm Labourers Union (the Ra-
bassaires) and one of the United
Marxian Labour Party (The
P.O.UM.).

The two determining scclors
of the Catalan population repre-
sented in the Executive Council
are the revolutionary workers of
the C.N.T., and the Farm
Labourers Union and the lower
middle class of the Catalan Left.
The so-called Unified Seocialist
Parties consist of small groups
of social-democrats, communists
of the Stalin heirarchy, and the
Left Catalan Separatists.

The Worker’s Party of Marx-
ist Unity (P.OUM.) is an or-
ganization of communist opposi-
tionists which struck some roots
in Catalonia. (It is much strong-
er there than the official Com-
munist party.) It differed
many respects from the Stalin-
ists, but there was one point on
which they both agreed, and that
is their hatred of the amarchist
movement and the C.N.T. It was
as unscrupulous and unprinciple
in its struggles against the latter
as the official Communist Party.

It is, however, beginning to ex-
perience a change of heart in that
respect. The overwhelming role
played by the C.N.T. in further-
ing the cause of the revolution is
so clear to the workers and pea-
sants_of Spain that even those
who until recently kept on prat-

- remeeeem

CN.T. - Generalldad

(Continued from page one)

decisive body, created by the
people themselves. The Commit-
tees actually represent the entire
current of life in Catalufia. In
cooperation with the different
syndicates they are the determin-
ing organs of socialisation and
the reconstruction of the old
economy for all of Catalufia.
Under the new social forms
the existing government proved
both futile and unnecessary. It
had to resign. Its place has now
been laken by an Executive
Council of the Generalidad of
Catalufia, Its function is the
coordination of all the commit-

(Up to October 31, 1938)

Mr. Edwards—List 445 ... ..o oo $ 19.75
Mohegan Colony—Through Bannister............. 89.05

(Includes Lists 220 and 426)

H. Razanowich—Llist 216-217... ... ... ... oo B.15
Melvina Megser . ..o vvviisvnnes e 2.00
Jules Scarceriaux—Lists 426-428........ .. 0nn 12.05
Artilio & Valeria . ..o v it iii i i e 10.00
Damiani—Lsts 342 and 342B................... 28.00
D. T., New York—List 1B4............ ... vvnn 8.00
Olga Moisseiff—List 218.......... ... .. ot 10.00
Carl Rothman——List 2i3.........0cvoveevevenes 2.00
Income at mass meeting at lrving Plaza Hall,

Sunday, October 24, 1936, ...... ... ..o vt 123.00
Progressive Miners Local No. 1, Gillespie, lll.. .. .. .. 500.00
Liza Briliant—ist 43. .. .. . i 12.00
Libertarian Group—Through Zena............... 2.10
D. T., Shenendoah, Pa.—Through Garchuk—~List 199 2.45

$828.55

Previously collected (as per “'Spanish Rev.”” Oct. 19) 2,171.21

$2,999.76

............................

Note—The following amounts were sent direct to Ganin, Paris
from Mohegan Colony—

October 3rd ... . . i §52.00
October 27th .o v it ei s i it 85.00
Money collected for “‘Spanish Revolution”

{fArst three issues) ... ...ionreaanrenr., 256.08
EXPENSES OF THE U.L.O, and REMITTANCES TO SPAIN
Money sent to Spain . .. ... 0. . e 2000.00
Expenses of Cablegrams ........ ... ... oo 21.09
Printing and Stationery . ....... oo 40.90
Printing “*Spanish Revolution” ................... 308.10
Postage and Wrapping Paper, Ete, ... oot 72.07
Rent for lrving Plaza Hall .. ....... ... ... ... ... 25.00
Miscellaneous Expenses ... .. R Cr et 15.50
Exchange Pending . .............. e 20.00

$2502.66

“_ _ . In Spain everyone is free to go anywhere he pleases,
to form an opinion of his own on the revolutionary work going

on in the country. Far from suppressing free criticism, ow
1 . LS o 1 .
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Spanish Workers Unite for Revolution

Anarchist and Socialist Unions of
Catalonia In Revolutionary Alliance

Revolutionary Alliance
Proposed by the C.N.T.

One of the most important
decisions taken at the last con-
gress of the C.N.T. (held in
May 1936, in Saragossa) was to
conclude a revolutionary alliance
with the socialist trade unions
(the U.G.T.). Like every al-
liance it implied certain conces-
sions and compromises. A bu-
reaucratically controlled trade
union like the U.G.T., narrow
and confined in its outlook, is not
exactly the right vehicle for the
realization of libertarian com-
munism.

But the realities of the silua-
tion had to be met, The C.N.T,
did not intend to set up the dic-
tatorship of an enlightened mi-
nority within the working class.
It sought to conciliate certain
sections of the working class
even in those provinces where it
had a preponderant majorily.
Revolutionary unity and  pro-
letarian democracy are the bagic
principles of the C.N.T. tactics.
That is why it had to find a way
of drawing the more backward
section of ¥he working class now
organized in the socialist unions
(U.G.T.) inte the struggle for
a new sncial order,

Bureaucracy of U.G.T.
Lukewarm to Proposal

The revolutionary alliance pro-
posed by the C.N.T. at its last
convention was an attempt to dis-
cover such a way of revolution-
ary collaboration with the more
backward section of the working
class. And had such 2 pact been
concluded at that time, events
would have taken an aliogether
different course, The Ifascist
rebellion would have been stifled
at its very source instead of let-
ting it spread out. But in spife
of the pressure of the rank and
file of the U.G.T. for the con-
cluding of such a pact, the bu-
reaucratic leadership succeeded
in sabotaging this proposal "And
cven after the outbreak of the
Fascist revolt when revolutionary
unity was becoming a living fact,
the Socialist politicians in con
trol of the ULG.T. tried to evade
the issue of crystalhziug this
actual unily in the form of a
revolutionary pact staling cleacly
the basic aims of common revo-
lutionary aclion.

It was, only Catalonia,
where such revolutivnary action

m

{(Contimeed on page threr)

REVOLUTIONARY FLEET
IN AGGRESSIVE ACTION

From time to time the capit-
alist press prints reports of the
demoralization of the loyalist
fleet and its inactivity, brought
about by dissentions within the
ranks of revolutionary sailors.
Like most of the news coming
from that source, those reports
are highly colored by the Fascist
sympathies of the correspondents
or the news agencies, The revo-
lutionary fleet has not lost its
fighting ability nor has the mor-
ale of its personnel suffered any
impairment.  The description
given by the Moscow ‘“Pravda”
of the work done by it only re-
cently in lifting the blockade
from the northern coast of Spain
gives us a different picture from
the one drawn by the capitalist
press.

It was not an easy job. The
fleet started from Carthagena
(not far from Valencia) and,
with the exception of Malaga, it
had to give wide berth to all
the ports on the southern and
western coasts of the peninsula
(and that, of course, had also to
be done in regard to the Portu-
gucse ports), The fleet was fre-

quently attacked by the enemy’s
aviation, whiclh’ was petting, in
this case, the full assistance of
the German fleet in having sig-
naled to it the whereabouts ok
the revolutionary ships.

The entire preparation for the
expedition lasted only a few
days, during which the fleet fully
equipped itself for the long and
dangerous cruise. The ficet con-
sisted of two cruisers and six
destroyers. On the way it was
joined by another cruiser arriv-
ing from New Guinea. (The
cruiser was in the hands of the
rebels for a whole month, but
on the way to Spain the sailors
overpowered the officers and took
hold of the ship.) The purpose
of the expedition was to clear
the northern coast of the pirate
ships of the rebel fleet which hy
mining such ports like Bilbao and
Gijon, and threatening directly
the neutral shipping, succeeded in
cutting off the northern forces
from vital sources of supply.

The revolutionary lHeet fully
succeeded in its task. The rebel
fleet went into hiding upon the
appearance of the revolutionary

MUSSOLINI PLOTTING
INTERVENTION

ITALY FAILS IN ITS
FIRST ATTEMPT

Several weeks ago a brief re-
port appeared in the press telling
of an attempt made by the
Fascists to land troops on the,
Catalonian coast. The attempt
failed because of the vigilance of
the population. The Solidaridad
Obrera of Oct. 31 gives a full
description of this attempt. Some
of the details are highly interest-
ing, pointing (o some sinister
preparation now being made hy

Taly,

That some foreign power, pre- |
sumably Italy, was back of (his |
allempl was shown by the faet
that the ships bombarding the
coast came from and Jefy in the

direction of Majorca Island, now
held by Italy. Also, the manner
in which the enemy’s artillery
functioned convinced the experts
that it was some foreign ship
that did the bombarding. That
was also confirmed by the fact
that submarines were sighted
near the ship. And it is only
Ialy or Germany that could sup-
ply submarines.

In frusirating this attempted
invasion, the Catalonian people
displayed  remarkable spon-
tancity and vigilance, The pea-

sants and workers of the villages

landing spot did not wait for any
orders from above to make them-
selves ready. As soon as the
news of the bombardment spread
in the neighborhood — and it
spread with lightning-like rapid-
ity—the roads leading to that
particalar spot became jammed
with vehicles of all kinds carry-
ing armed men from the sur-
rounding towns and villages. The
spentancous manner in which the
organization of those armed men
was cffected well hespoke the
revolutionary  ardor  animating
the workers and peasants of Cat-
alonia,

s towns around this attempled

(Continwed on puge four)
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Popular
Militia
in the

First
Period of
Civil War

ships. The ports were cleared of
any mines, the immediate danger
of bombardment was removed,
and supplies began tu pour in
througl the northern ports. The
successful offensive of the As-
turian miners was made possible
only as a result of this lifting of
the blockade.,

The most remarkable feature
of this expedition was the almost
complete lack of ofhcers in it
The officers of the Spanish navy
were ITascist in their preponder-
ant majority.,  The work was
done by the sailors themselves
whe planned and executed ilis
remarkable  feat through their

shiip committees.

The Moscow “Pravda”
forced to admit that revolution-
ary democracy worked well in
the navy. But why then this
communist-inspired drive for the
eradication of revolutionary de-
macracy from the militia and the
instituting of the autocratic rule
of the commissars? 1f ship com-
mittees stood well the test of one
of the most difficult expedition,
which ordinarily require the
guidance of well trained officers
and the discipline of a drilled
body of sailors, why could not
similar democratic organizations
function in the army ?

is

All funds collected for our
bulletin, “Spanish Revolution”
should be turned in at once. If
sufficient money is forthcoming
we will be able to print the
paper more regularly and per-
haps soon make a weekly of it.
Send contributions and sales
collections to

UNITED LIBERTARIAN
ORGANIZATIONS

I. Radinowsky, Treasurer
45 West 17th Street
New York City

WHY THE MADRID GOVERNMENT FAILED

Everyone of us knows whal
were the general causes Ieading
to the victories of the rehel
armies on the Madrid front. The

flood of German and Italian arms
placed e rebel hordes in a much
The
from Seville to the gates of

superior position. march

Madrid was to a considerable ex-

tent the triumph of the most

modern military technique over
that of an earlicr decade,

But that daes not el the entire
story, There were other causes
accounting for the weakness of
the loyalist armies at that sector
of the front. The Madrid gov-

emment lost a great deal of val-
It showed a lack of
organizing ability. The 1'cv01u—|

uable time.

ticrary energies of the masses of
people were not given adequate
expression, and olten the govern-
ment found itself at cross pur-
poses with the spontancous tensd-
ency of the masses of workers
and peasants to build up their

own organs of revolutionary de-
fense,

(Continwed on page four)
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THE MESSAGE OF THE
SPANISH REVOLUTION

Immediately after the outbreak of the Fascist revolt in
Spain, the representatives of the libertarian organizations ol
New York met for the purpose of finding ways and means of
organizing effective help for the Spanish workers.

And one of the means chosen was the launching of a
vigorous publication for the purpose of informing the public
opinion of the country of the real character of the Spanish
struggle.

That was necessary because of the total ignorance in which
the American public opinion was kept in regard to Spain not
only by the capitalist press, but also by the liberal and radical
publications.  The liberturian movement of Spain, which thus
fur D bean the real deiving foree of the Revelwion, wis s
little known in this country thul its very appearance upon (he
historic stage of events was considered by many in the nature
of a miracle, of an historic freak, of an illusory plienomcnon of
passing interest and significance,

Very few in this country realized that the workers of Spain
took up arms not in defense of bourgeois democracy, but in
order to build up a new social order based upon the principles
of solidarity and justice. Very few grasped the true signilicance
of the events taking place after the outbreak of the TFascist
revolt three months ago. The communist and socialist press was
just as misleading in this respect as the capitalist sources of
information. They all attempted to belittle o understate, to
ignore and cover up the signfiicance of the greatest event of
modern life, comparable in its far reaching eftect to the October
revolution of 1917,

The present publication was launched to overcome this wide-
spread ignorance. It was named the “Spanish Revolution” be-
cause of the deep conviction of all the libertarian organizafions
that what is now taking place in Spain is the beginning of a
great revolution opening up a new era in the life of humanity.
It is a revolution that, unlike the October revolution of 1917, is
consciously oriented upon the great values of the socialist deal.
It-is more constructive in its effects than the Russian revolution,
and it lacks the destructive fury of a blind elemental outburst
which nearly placed the October revolution on the verge of ruin.

To bring the message of this revolution to the hearls and
minds of the great number of workers, farmers, intellectuals,
now disheartened and discouraged by the sight of a scemingly
irresistible Fascist tide, is in itself one of the greatest tasks now
facing every libertarian in this country. To show to all those
people that in Spain.a new social order is now being built, not
at the price of total eradication of liberty, not by setting up 2
totalitarian State, not by eadowing one man with the unlimited
power of an oriental autocrat, but through the full exercise of
revolutionary democracy, the free cooperation of all the pro-
gressive forces,—to stir up even a small section of the public
opinion with the awareness of this fact is to perform the greatest
service to the cause of the world-wide fight against reaction and
Fascism.

And this is the aim of our publication. We are out to tell
our readers of the basic aims of the driving force of the Spanish
revolution. And no revolution can be understood apart from the
system of ideas underlying the work of its vanguard, We will
try to reveal the manifold phases of the great revolutionary pro-
cess in its unfoldment. We are going to bring as much light as
we can upon the intricate problems now facing the workers and
peasants of Spain in their efforts to recast the entire life'in the
mold of their basic aspirations.

To do it requires a much more powerful organ than the
one we are publishing now. We need a weekly to keep up with
the rapidly changing situation. And we need a much larger
circulation, There are enough people in this country sufhciently
interested in the course of the Spanish revolution to warrant
us in our expectation of building up a circulation of 20 to 25
thousand copies. We have thousands of our own comrades
eager for authentic news and information.

Tt can be done. A weekly of wide appeal can be built up
ii all of us realize the supreme importance of this task. And
it is to undertake the immediate work in this direction that we
call upon all our comrades and sympathizers.

“If the world permits the crushing of the Spanith reva-
latinn it will ha oniltv of ane of the greatest criines ever com-

REVOLUTIONARY JUSTICE,
NOT ORGANIZED REVENGE

Iivery great revolution must
first of all make a clean sweep
of all existing laws and institu-
tions. The creation of new forms
of life and their regulalion must
be based upon the intuitive sense
of the revolutionary masses. A
revolution is successful when
this innate sense of right is given
full play without being hampered
by antiquated laws and norms.

Catalonia, the most revolution-
ary province of Spain, is now
proceeding  along this course.
The new popular tribunals now
being set up in that province are
based upon the idea that the rev-
olutionary masses must  build
their own norms,  proceeding
fram their own sense of right
atid wrong,

The tribogals were brought
ito existence by the nced of
dealing with the counter-revolu-
tiomary activities of the fascist
sympathisers, A revolulion must
defend itself not only on the war
frunt but also in the rear. Revo-
lutiunary civil war is not confined
to one seclor: it permeates the
entire social life for quite a con-
siderable time. The encmies
within have to be guarded against
as much as the enemy without,

But unlike the Russian revolu-
tionists the Catalonian workers
do not strike out in blind rage.
The organs of revolutionary sell-
defense have nothing in common
with the monstrous lixtraordin-
ary Commissions (the famous
Tcheka ), which banished all con-
siderations of justice from their
operations. They are tribunals
for revolutionary justice and not
for Llind revenge. That shows
itself in the structure of those
Tribunals as well as in the rules
laid down for their functioning.

We are giving here a brief
summary of some of the out-
standing fealures of the decree
selting up such tribunals,  (The
dectee is published in full in the
“Solidaridad Obrera, Oct, 10.)

The prrpose of those Tribun-
aly i3 o fight against counler-
revolutionary activity in all its
forms, such being  considered:

a) Armed rebellion against the
administralive organs created by
the revolution.

b) Lspionage, transmission of
important news of political and
economic  nature fascists,
foreign governmenls or counter-
revolutionary organizations.

¢) Sabotage of the new cco-
nomic order.

o

Slowly but surely the federa-
tive principle upheld by the an-
archists as the basic guide for
common aclion is now beginning
lo  dominate  the
efforts of the Spanish revolution.
At lirst then
Busque provinces (they had al-
ready established an autononious
regime of their own), and now
comes the province of Arragon--
one of the most important battle-
grounds of the armed forces of
the revolution.

constructive

Calalonia, the

As soon as a sufficient number
of towns and villages were freed
from Fascist domination, a Su-
preme Council was formed, rep-
resenting all ihe actual revolu-
tionary forces of the province,
The old bureaucratic apparalus
was swept out of existence, giv-
ing place to a political structure
similar to that of Catalonia. A
net of local revolutionary com-
mittees, based upon the unions
of workers, peasants and also
upon the armed revolutionary
units operating in the province,

SPAIN — THE HARBINGER
OF A FEDERATED EUROPE

began to spread throughout the
province, The formation of the
Supreme  Council of Defense
cime as the ultimate step in link-
mngp the local committees into
a well-kmt body.

Flie Spanish revolution is pro-
ceeding along & course which is
already pointing to a new politi-
cal future for Burope. What is
now taking place in the revolu-
lionary province of Arragoni—
that is the sweeping away of the
old burcaucratic apparatus, the
emergence of the new type of
communes and their federation
into higher political units—is be-
ing repeated throughout Spuin,
that is wherever the the central-
tzed power of the government
decays so far as to call for the
necessity of local revolutionary
initiative. And the new revolu-
tiunary Spain emerging as the
federation of free communes is
the harbinger of a new federated
Furope which will arise upon the
ruins of 1ls present militarist

states.

kilocycles.

Tune In To Barcelona

To hear the C.N.T. Broadcasting Station at Barcelona,
Spain, adjust your dials to short wave 42.88 meters—6995.1

Programs conducted alternately in many languages includ-
ing English, between the hours of 5 P.M. to 10:30 P.M. Spanish
time, or 12 noon to 5:30 P.Mu New York time.

“If our right to participate in
the management of affairs is to
be based upon the degree of par-
ticipation in the armed struggle

against Fascism, we surely de-

—_— e - +

the front. The provinces which
have shown the greatest loyalty
and the strongest anti-Fascist
sentiment are, with few excep-
tions, those in which the CN.T.
predominates,

ro™ rorr

d) Terrorist activities.

e) Counter-revolutionary agi-
tation. And by way of safe-
guarding the population against
the flood of denunciations ine-
vitable at such a period, and
often inspired by personal mo-
tives, the sphere of action of the
Revolutionary  Tribunals s
broadened to include false denun-
clations, to be punished with the
same severity as the crime al-
leged by it.

The structure of the Popular
T'ribunals is based upon the same
principles of revolutionary de-
mocracy as all the other revolu-
tionary instutions. The members
of such tribunals are elected by
the syndicates and parties now
making up the anti-fascist front.

Revolutionary justice is incom-
patible with Star Chamber meth-
ods, and that is why the rights
ol the aceused are serupulously
sadeguarded,  Trinle are to by
lield in public, a certain time limit
is placed upon the preliminary
period of investigation (the ac-
cused cannot be held in delention
for a long time without having
charges preferred against him;
the same limits are placed upon
the period elapsing between his
detention and the date of trial.)
The accused is granted the right
of choosing an attorney of his
own, the right to appear as such

| being given to any citizen.

The latier provision, doing
away with the privileges of the
so called legal profession, is in
kecping with the basic provision
according to which “the members
of the Tribunal are to decide
aceording 1o their moral convic-
tions, the old norins being applied
only in measure that they accord
with the iree conscience of the
members of those Tribunals.”

Moral convictions and not an-
tiguated laws as the source of
the new uorns of social regula-
tion, fair, open trials and not
inquisition proceedings, demo-
cratic control and not arbitrary
rule of dictators speaking in the
name of the revolution,—such
are the distinguishing marks of
the new organs of revolutionary
justice,

And revolutions are safe where
such regard is shown to demands
of justice.

'4 )
The Spanish workers need
your continued aid. We
cannot rest until these
heroic fighters lay down
their arms in victory. Only
working class solidarity
can achieve victory. Send
funds to 1. Radinowsky,
c/o U.L.0,, 45 West 17th
Street, New York, N. Y.

READ GUR LITERATURE
ON SPAIN
“The Truth About Spain”
by Rudolph Rocker — 5¢

“The Revolutionary Move-
ment in Spain”
by Dashar — 10¢

Send to U 1.0,




INDUSTRIAL UNIONS TAKING
| CONTROL OF INDUSTRIES

The first phase of revolution-
ary reconstruction of the econ-
omy of the country was marked
by a spontaneous wave of social-
ization initiated by the workers
themselves. The workers would
seize the enterprise, set up their
own management and run it for
their own benefit.

It was an inevitable phase
since the initiative of such rev-
olutionary steps must come from
the workers themselves. And
inasmuch as the workers have
to struggle through the process
of ftting the enterprise into the
chaotic structure of a nascent
economic order, they acquire the
necessary experience enabling
them to exercise the function of
democratic control in a collectiv-
ized industry,

However,this phase could only
be temporary in its nature, It
led to certain injustices and ine-
qualities with which the revolu-
tionary workers could reconcile
themselves only because of their
temporary  character.  Thus
some enterprises thrived, en-

abling the workers to draw a
much higher income than the rest
of the workers in the same indus-
try. At the same time other
enterprises which had to over-
come certain difficulties inherited
from the old regime, or because
of the generally chaotic state of
the economy, were running up
heavy deficits, That is why in
measure that the original chaotic
conditions were overcome the
syndicates began to take over the
control of the industry as a
whole. A description of such in-
dustry (wood industry) now op-
erating under full control of the
industrial union is given in an
interview with the president of
the union published in “Solidari-
dad Obrera,” (Oct, 21).}+ We
quote some of the most relevant
points reported in the paper:
“In our industry we have no
more enterprises belonging to
the employees only. All the en-
terprises are completely con-
trolled by the syndicate: the
purchase of raw material, the

payment of wages, payment on

invoices; in other words the ad-
ministration of the enterprises is
in the hands of the union.

“We don’t accept cooperative
ownership or isolated collective
control of the employees. All
lhat. SCts up petty group interests
against which we often have to
fight. We don’t want 1o put up a
ntmber of small shareholders
instead of one owner.

"The workers in our industry
get a stipulated wage in accord-
ance with the general norms
worked out by the plenum of the
regional committecs.

“We work for the front, for
the schools, for the city. We
make furnilure of the highest
grade and we have already ob-
tained great successes in this
field. Thousands and thousands
of furniture pieces manufactured
by us since the revolution are
finding a wide market all over
the province.

“The industry is run as a
whole, tlie surpluses of every
enterprise going to the general
fund, from which we draw for
improvements,  reorganization
and building of new enterprises.”

REVOLUTIONARY ALLIANCE
OF CATALONIAN WORKERS

(Continued from page one)

has gone the furthest in cement-
ing the various factions of the
working class, that the efforts of
the C.N.T. have finally borne
fruit, On QOct, 22, both labor
unions—the anarcho-syndicalist
CN.T. and the socialist U.G.T.
entered into a solemn pact clearly
formulating the basic revolution-
ary aims of the present moment.

The document is too long to
be cited here in full. We shall
therefore confine ourselves to a
general presentation of its char-
acter and to a few comments
ypon some of its outstanding
points,

What the New Pact Stands For

The pact recognizes the social
nature and aims of the revolu-
tion. It declares itself in favor
of the expropriation of the big
industries, establishing workers’
control in  every enterprise,
whether privately owned or col-
lectivized,  Nationalization of
banks and the joint control over
the entirc system by the workers
organizationis and the Treasury
Department of the Catalonian
Council are upheld as the im-
mediate tasks of the new revolu-
tionary economy,

Foreign commerce, which is of
such vital importance to Cata-
lonia, is to be placed under the
rigid control of the Economic
Department of the Catalonian
Council,

The pact also sanctions the
basic principles of the policy
pursued hitherto in the fields of
agrarian relationships and the
reorganization of the municipali-
ties. - All the land is to pass into
the ownership of the municipal-
ity (commune), while collective
cultivation is made optional with
the peasants. This, as well as the
taking over by the municipalities
of the houses and rents, consti-

tules one of the most important
points of agreement reached by
both labor organizations.

Significance of the New Pact

At first glance it may seem
that all those points of agreement
only sanction what has already
been accomplished or is being
accomplished by the pressure of
the revolutionary forces of Cata-
lonian proletariat, DBut its imn-
portance is greater than that. The
U.G.T. of Catalonia is by now a
very influential section of the
national organization, which, led
by the socialists and communists,
has thus far declined to come out
with an open acknowledgment of
the social nature of the Spanish
revolution. Until recently the
Madrid government, and espe-
cially its communist wing, tried
to confine the revolution to aims
which should not take it beyond
that of an ordinary bourgeots
democratic regime.

But now that one of the most
important sections of the Span-
ish socialist movement (the pact
was also signed by the united
socialist-communist party of Cat-
alonia} has signed a pact which
openly states that the immedi-
ate task of the present-day policy
of the labor organizations is to
transcend the limitations of =
bourgeois ecorniomy and to ven-
ture out boldly in the direction
of a new social order,—now the
task of sweeping in the socialist-
controlled labor organizations in-
to the taslk of revolutionary re-
consfruction becomes so much
easier,

[t is in view of the tremendous
effect that such a pact is bound
to have upon the working class
of the other provinces of Spain,
and also because of the exigen-
cies of the bitter struggle against

IFascism that our comrades of the

C.N.T. have made certain im-
portant concessions. The pact
comlains certain provisions
which, taken apart from the con-
text of those peculiar conditions
under which the anarchists of
Sprin are working now, ay
seem as unwarranted yielding to
principles alien to our basic phil-
asophy, And that is the creation
of conscripted militias converted
into a popular atmy. Taking into
view the drive of the communists
and socialists against the demo-
cratic committees within the mili-
tia units and their attempt to sub-
stitute in place of the latter the
auloeraic ruie of he commissars,
the provision of the pact envi-
sioning Lhe creation of a popular
army should contain more spe-
cific  points  guaraniceing the
rights of the democratic commit-
tees within such an army,

Nor is there sufficient stress
in this pact upon the total elimin-
ation of political parties from
any conirol of the revolution.
The original draft of a revolu-
tiomary alliance proposed by the
C.N.T. at its Jast conventinn was
mare specific in that respect. The
comrades are quile aware of
those compromises. But the
sacrifices imposed by the neces-
sity of a war to a finish against
Ifascism are not confined to hu-
man and material resources. In
order to forge the unity that is
absolutely indispensable now for
the staving off of the immediate
FFascist danger important conces-
sions had to be made to the auth-
oritartin movements of the coun-

try.
And with all that the pact

represents one of the greatest
trivmphs of the revolutionary

tactics of the C.N.T.
tionary unily of the Spanish

Revolu-

working class is becoming a faet,
and that—upon the basis of full
recopnition  of the immediate
necessity of a radical transform-
ation of the capitalist order into

a higher social system.

*¥'The Spanish Minister of
Agriculture has issued a decree
proclaiming the nationalization
of all estates belonging to per-
sons mixed up in the Fascist

have preceeded the resolutions of
the state. The Spanish agricul-
tural workers did not wait for
the state in order to solve this im-
portant problem. They have been
quicker than the government. In
all places where the Fascist
putsch has been suppressed, the
peasants took possession of the
land. They showed singular
clarity in regard to the problem
of agriculture. They are better
informed than the state. The
Spanish agricultural workers ex-

A Necessary
. Compromise

We are reprinting the follow-
ing from a letter writien to us by
one of our local comrades who
is now doing active work in Bar-
celona.  The letter sheds light
on some of the motives impelling
our Spanish comrades to seek
closer collaboration with the So-
cialist unions:

[}

. . The greatest thing ac-
complished recently was the pact
entered into by the C.N.T, and
ILAL (the anarcho-syndicalist

industrial unions and the federa-
fion of anarchist groups) on one

hand  and the U.G.T. and
P.S.U.C. (socialist trade unions
and united socialist parties) on
the other, The decisions stirred

up the entire labor movement of
Spain. * The National Committee

of the C.N.T. as well as all the
other labororganizations of Spain
sent their greetings to the Plaza
de Torus where we held one of
the largest mectings fo celebrate
this pact.  More than 200,000
people came 1o that meeting.

The Supreme Council of Cata-
lonia waited for this agreement
in order to issue some important
decrees in accordance with the

decisions of both organizations.
Nothing is sponsored in the Su-

preme Council without first hav-
ing the decisions of the plenum
of the regional committees of the
C.N.T. We have very capable
represenlatives in the Council
from the C.N.T. They first take
matters up al our meetings and
then initiatc action in the Coun-
cil.

You must not misjudge the
pact. Some of its provisions may
not sownd anarchistic, but you
ntust hrear in mind that we are in
the midst of a civil war that sur-
passes in ils cruelties the worst
features of the civil wars of the
French and Russian revolutions.
The cruellies perpetrated upon

“The working class of Spain
accomplished  something  which
has no precedent in any other
revolution. It avoided diclator-
ship of any form: of one party,
of a group of parties or cven of
ali the anti-Fascist organizations,

(From a speech made by the
representative of the CN.T. of

Valencia.)

SOCIALIZATION AND NOT
NATIONALIZATION OF LAND

‘propriated all large landed es-

tates, whether their owners were
directly -onnected with Fascism
or not. Social justice and the
necessity to do away once for all

putsch. As usual, the social facts| with feudalism in Spain, led

them to apply direct action. The
socialization of the land, carried
out by the workers themselves,
was the only solution of the
problem.  Nationalization, as
punishment for participatipn in
the military insurrection, can not
possibly settle the agricultural
problem of Spain,

Our government must under-
stand that July 19th has defin-
itely  cut the legal democratic
knot. The privileges of the old
order are destroyed, a new so-
cicly 1s in the making, The syn-
dicates of the agricultural work-
ers have socialized the land, pro-
duction and consumption while
the  government still prates that
the land shall be expropriated
for the benefit of the state. This
shows dense ignorance of the
revolutionary will of the masses.
In Catalonia and Levante con-
gresses of the agricultural syn-
dicates have already taken place.
Even in social democratic Cas-
tille, regional conferences were
held. The socialistic U.G.T. was
represented at many of these
gatherings. All congresses had
the slogan: “Socialization of the
Land! Through and for the
workers ! Socialization! Not Na-
tionalization! - Organization of
production through the workers’

organizations!”

~—From the CNT (Central
organ o fthe anarcho-
syndicalist Confederation.)

*ED. NOTE—The article refera
to the policy of the old Madrid
controlied by the ao-
cialista and communists. The re-
organization of the government
along the lines demanded by the
anarcho-syndicalista also resulted in
radical change of jta policies, The
demand of workers fer immedints
control of the collectivized landa
will find its adequate expression m
the new policies.

government

the population by the Fascist
hordes are indescribable. In
many places our comrades are
tied by their necks to horses tails
and then dragged around the city.
Girls, 13 years of age, raped first
then shot, dismembered, packed
in boxes and delivered to the
homes of their parents. Preg-
nant women forced to drink a
mixture of castor oil and petrole-
um, then have their bellies
slashed open, their unborn chil-
dren torn out from their wombs
and then left to die a horrible
death. Can we now stop and
quarrel over differences of opin-

ion in the face of such an
enemy? , | "

Thase lines speak for them-
selves.  Our Spanish comrades
do nol yiekl as far as the general
line of revolutionary action is
concerned,  Bul in secondary
matters, departures from it are
allowed in order to maintain a
strong united [ront against the

horrible danger facing them now.



MUSSOLINI PLOTS INTERVENTION

(Continued from page one)

Nor were the regular armed
forces of Catalonia behind in this
thrust against the invading en-
emy. Several hours after the
sighting of the enemy fleet, the
military command of Barcelona
had 15,000 militiamen ready to
start out for the attempted land-
ing spot.

It was not necessary though.
The resistance shown by the
spontaneously gathered forces
was such that the enemy failed
in every attempt to land troops.
After several hours of intense
bombardment of the village, the
fleet left in the same direction
from which it came.

ITALIAN DESIGNS

The attempt to attack Cata-
lonia from the sea failed. But
is it going to be the last one?
The information given by the
French left press about the Ital-
ian preparations on the Majorca
Islands points to certain plans
now being hatched by the Italian
government, The attempted in-
vasion was only in the nature of
reconnoitring and what will fol-
low may prove to be of a more
serious nature, that is unless the
international proletariat exert a
much greater pressure in the
direction of frustrating such at-
tempts.

Here is what the French daily
“Le Peuple,” Oct, 28, (the organ
of the French Confederation of

“Large contingents of Italian
soldiers are landing daily on the
Majorca Island. Their obvious
destination is the coast of the
province of Taragonne, The in-
tention of the higher command
is not only to cut the line of com-
mugnication between Madrid and
Barcelona but establish a base of
operations against Barcelona it-
self.”

“From the same source we learn
that 112 bombers and pursuit
planes are kept ready for an air
raid upon Barcelona.

“The Italians are now building
with feverish haste a line of for-
tifications running along the en-
tire length of the Balearic Isl-
ands.

“Eight Italian submarines,
manned by the Spanish rebels but
officered by Italians are ready
to leave at any moment from
their naval base at Genoa. Their
task is to stop any ‘undesirable’
vessel from reaching Barcelona.”
This information confirms the
general reports printed in the
local press about the German
and Italian plans to interferc
more actively on behalf of the
rebels.

The Spanish revoluwtion is in
great danger and it is the duty
of every one of us to redouble
our efforts in defense of i,

Labor, has to say on this matter:

CLASS STRUGGLE IN THE
CATALONIAN VILLAGES

The struggle against the tim-
orous policies of the socialists,
communists and the petty-bour-
geois parties in regard to the
agrarian revolution is not con-
fined to the central provinces
only, In Catalonia and Levante
the struggle is taking on a dif-
ferent character,

There, the main outhnes of
the anarcho-syndicalist program
have already been embodied in
the decrees issued by the Su-
preme Council. The land is
turned over to the communes
and the voluntary building up of
collectives for the cultivation of
land is upheld as the guiding
policy of the unions, municipali-
ties and organs of the Supreme
Council.

But the struggle against the
policy on the part of the petty-
bourgeois elemeénts continues in
the form of hidden bureaucratic
sabotage and insidious propa-
ganda.

One of the outstanding figures
of the anarchist movement of
Spain, Federico Urales, gives a
vivid picture of such resistance
in his article published in “Soli-
daridad Obrera,” Qct. 20.

According to Urales some of
the Barcelona papers have al-
ready opened a campaign against
building collectives in the vil-
lages. This campaign is finding
quite a response in the appara-
tus set up by the Agricultural
Department of the Supreme
Council. ‘Although fearing to
come out openly against the de-
cisions of the Council, this ele-
ment entrenched in the apparatus
exerts hidden pressure upon vil-
lagers in order to discourage

them from bLuilding collectives
for communal cultivation of land.
(Until recently the socialist and
communist parties of Spain also
frowned upon collective cultiva-
tion, considering it in the nature
of “dangerous experiments.”)

Whase interests do those ele-
ments reflect ?

According to Urales it is the
pressure of the richer peasants
that finds its expression in this
silent sabotage of some officials
and in the open campaign of the
Barcelona press. The upper lay-
er of the peasant population is
against collectives. They are for
parcelling out the land, They
find ways of circumventing the
decree according to which a
peasant family is to have only as
much land as it can cultivate
without hiring labor. That ele-
ment realizes that collective cui-
tivation deprives them of the
supply of hired labor since all
the poorer peasants are becom-
ing members of such collectives.

There is also a tendency to
speculate upon rising prices, to
evade the control of the com-
munal committees, the hope that
some time in the future they,
that is the economically en-
trenched peasants, will be able
to grab the surplus lands for their
own use.

Those are only tendencies
against which the anarcho-syn-
dicalist movement of Spain
stands on guard. The revolu-
tion is only beginning. The pres-
sure of the agricultural workers
and the bulk of peasantry for
collective cultivation will not be
thwarted,

Why Madrid
Gov't Failed

(Continued from page one)

The correspondent notes the
general tendency of the Madrid
authorities to work bureaucratic-
ally and to place exclusive reli-
ance upon the officers of the
army in matters of war defense.
At the first month, the various
committees tried to interfere
actively in the organization of
defense, but that was discour-
aged by the government, The
results of this displacement of
popular initiative by bureaucratic
methods made themselves felt
very soon, The government had
very few officers to rely upon
and even those few showed an
astounding lack of initiative. .

Here is what the correspond-
ent writes of the Toledo-Madrid
seclor of the war:

“There was no kind of leader-
ship at the front. Lven strategic
points were left without trenches
or barbed wire. Too often the
government front line consisted
of a line of men out in the open
counlry without any kind of

shelter, The officers should
have known better””  (ltalics
ours.—lid.)

But what was the cause of

such apparent laxity? The cor-
respondent, of course, has noth-
ing to say on that matter outside
of the incidemtal remark that
“unlike Catalonia or the other
castern provinces, Madrid has
thus far escaped any far-reaching
changes in her general economy.”
In other words, the socialists and
communists, who until recently
were in full control of the Ma-
drid government, stood faithfully
on guard of Spanish capitalisn.
But could anything be more con-
ducive to the demoralization of
the forces of defense than this
timurous attitude?

For in order to saleguard the
capitalist economy against the
pressure of the workers’ and
peasants organizations, the Ma-
drid government had to fall back
upon a bureaucratic apparatus,
part of which consisted of ele-
ments hostile to the popular
cause. The country was not cov-
ered with a net of revolutionary
commlittees taking the entire
power in their hands and making
a clean sweep of the old laws
and institutions, It is those
local committees that constitute
the real strength of the revolu-
tion of Catalonia, Arragon and
the other provinces in the east
and south of Spain. The stifling
of such committees could not but
lead to the results described by
the correspondent of the bour-
geols magazine,

Build a united front of all
libertarians for the defense of
the Spanish revolution. Build
a federation of groups and
unions to carry the voice of the
Spanish revolution to American

people.

Revolutionary Councils But Not
A Centralized Government

The question of anarchist par-
ticipation in the Madrid govern-
ment still agitates many of our
friends and enemies. To both
it is a source of amazement and
perplexity.

It would, perhaps, be less of
a stumbling block if people went
less by verbal standards and
more by basic evaluations. It
was not an old type of govern-
ment that the anarcho-syndicalist
joined, but a revolutionary com-
mittee. The government was re-
molded into a type of supreme
revolutionary body under the
pressure of the anarchists, And
certainly no one will see any con-
tradiction between the basic prin-
ciples of anarchist tactics and the
joining of such a committee. To
do so would be to deny the an-
archists the right to join a strike
committee or any other body of
a similar nature, :

The motives and the struggle
for participation are presented to
some extent in the following ex-
cerpts taken from the English
bulletin of the C.N.T. and the
“Solidaridad Obrera,’”

From the C.N.T. Bulletin:

“In Catalonia and Levante the
C.N.T. has the absolute majority.
It also counts considerable
number of members in Aragon,
Andalusia and all other regions
of Spain, Just now, its moral
inportance and its number of
memberships are growing enur-
mously, even in regions where
the CN.T. used to be in the
minority, as for instance in Cas-
tille, Nevertheless, the govern-
menl of Largo Caballero has ex-
cluded the organization, compris-
ing more than half of the fighting
Spanish workers, fromm the res-
ponsible direction of war,

a

In Catalonia, the IC.N.T., in/

cooperation with all other anti-
Fascist forces have created the
Council of the Generalidad. The
C.N.T, participates in this Coun-
cil, which coordinates all anti-
fascist  efforts for the great
revolutionary struggle.

In Levante (Valencian pro-
vinces) the popular Executive
Committee and the Economic
Council, control the entire social
and political fife. In these two
organizations, the CN.T., U.G.T.

and other antifascist movements
are cooperating. In the liberated
parts of Aragon, all antifascist
efforts are coordinated in the
Council of Defence, under the
presidency of the Anarchist com-
rade Ascaso. Only Madrid con-
tinues the old political party form
of government and intrigue.”

From the “Solidaridad Obrera.”

“The Madrid government pre-
tends to be for a unified com-
mand. We have always stressed
this point and in Catalonia we
have already established in our
Council the unity in the command
But this example does not seem
to mean anything to the central
government. Largo Caballero
should understand that the gov-
ernment he is directing has not
the necessary authority to solve
the problem of victory over
fascism. The Caballero govern-
ment lacks the support of the
proletarian masses who are ready
to sacrifice their lives for the
liberation of Spain. These masses
and our organizations took the
initiative to save Spain from the
rebel generals. Unity of com-
mand can only be achieved by
altering the formations of those
political organs who are direct-
ing the affairs of the nation. To
ask for unily in the command
and to refuse at the same time
the participation of our strong
and poweriul organization in this
command—as the socialist party
does—means striving after a
peculiar  and  even  dangerous
nonopoly, means open contempt
the

masses, who are ever ready (o

of great  revolutionary
give up everything for the Revo-
lution, and without whose quick
and direct aclion, the military
putsch could not have been sup-
th.

pressed,  We must show

world real unity by creating ouc
leading organism, comprising all
workers’ organizalions, and tak-
ing full responsibility for the
advance of the
Revalution, The sad experiences

constructive

of the past and the danger of
committing again the same errors
of old, force us to create a new
leading organism with the parti-
cipation of all revolutionary ef-

forts.

The Kind of Work The
Spanish Revolution Needs

“I have been lax in acknowl-
adging receipt of the “Spanish
Revolution,” but I was extremely
busv trying to get other groups
and organizations to help eut our
Spaush brothers in their heroic
struggle. To date I have only
the

workers of this section with the

succeeded in  acquainting
nature and perspective of this
struggle.  That was achieved
with the help of the literature

received from you,

“THE CENTER OF THE WORLD REVOLUTION
IS NOW BARCELONA.”

o Qe it e Foenps

I have given out the literature
to the workers without charge
(that is, the “Spanish Revolu-
tion,” “Vanguard,” and the
pamphlets, “The Truth About
Spain” and “The Revolutionary
Movement in Spain.”) I expect
to refund the literature by asking
for volunlary contributions.

“On Wednesday, Oct. 21, my
local, No. 1, Gillespie, in which
we fortunately have some influ-
ence, again voted a donation of
$525 to the workers in Spain. I
only hope that it may arrive in
time to help,

“Yours for the Revolution,

kO T ) PO fr. rt
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BUENAVENTURA DURRUTI

(Continued from page one)

He tasted to the hilter end the life of a revolutionary
hounded at home and in exile. Driven from one country to an
other, persecuted by the police of almost every “democratic”
country of the world, he kept on wandering from one refuge
to another, leading the tortured life of an anarchist exile.

He went back to Barcelona immediately after the revolu-
ton of 4931. He could easily have compensated himself for
the years of suffering by some soft political job which were
open at that time to every expatriated exile. But like many
of those comrades who made the anarchist movement the great
moral power it is now in the life of the Revolution, Durruti
spurned any offers of that kind, Ho went to work in the factory,
and it is from there that his clarion call for & new real revolu-
tion resounded throughout the whole country. While working
at the factory bench, he became a greater power than the
socialist politicians occupying prominent ministerial positions.

He was the first to raise the banner of revolt against the
sham of the new democratic govermment, He exhorted the
workers to bestir themselves to a new mighty effort toward a
genuine revolution and not the kind of which the politicians
spoke in 1931. And because of his tremendous influence, he
was singled out for persecutions by the new governing powers.
He was banished to Africa, beaten and tortured in the prisons,
hounded at his place of work and driven from one factory to
an other.

But around him the steel wall of proletarian solidarity kept
growing in strength and power of resistance. In spite of all
the persecutions and machinations of the government, the
warkers of Barcelona flocked to the banner of social revolu-
tion raised by Durruti and his comrades of the anarchist. federa-
tion. It was due to Durruti and thousands like him, nameless
heroes of a great movement, that the workers of Barcelona were
not caught mapping in the great critical hour of the Fascist
revolt. Together with other countless heroes, Durruti fought
at the barricades of Barcelons where the destinies of the Span-
ish revolution and that of the fate of the international proletariat
hung in the belance,

And then—from the street barricades of Barcelona to the
most dangenous sector of the front, leading one of the most
valiant brigades of comrades, which already made history by
saving Madnid in its critical hour. The “Genenal” Durruti—
that is what the capitalist and communist press wrote of him.
But he was no more a “general” in their sense than he was a
“Leader” of tha Stalin kind. He led his men by the power
of personal example, of moral persuasion, of revolutionary en-
thusiamn and deep faith in the cause of the common man that
permosted his being. He demanded discipline, but the free
self-control of a class-conscious revolutionist, and not the drilled
automatic obedience insisted upon by the socialists and com-
munists in their attempt to shape the fighting forces of the
Revilution in the pattern of the Russian army. And now even
the enemics have to-recognize that his brigade was one of the
beést fighting units in the military sense.

His death canws 88 a fitting climax to his heroic life. Always
in the front ranks of his fighting men, sharing the risks and hard-
ships of every comrade in his brigade, he finally succumbed to
the numerous wounds received during the fight for Madrid.
Always fighting shoulder to shoulder with the masses of workers
battling for a new humanity, exercising leadership by personal
example and revolutionary action displayed on.a high moral
plane—such he remained to his last minute, And in revering
him the great masses of workers that poured out spontancously
to pay hommage to his epic life and death, also paid a deep
felt tribute to the libertarian movement which molded and
shaped the heroic qualities of this man into the paltern of a
new humanity.

Tune In On Barcelona

To hear the C.N.T. Broadcasting Station at Barcelona,
Spain, adjust your dials to short wave 42.88 meters—6995.f
kilocycles.

Programs conducted alternately in many languages includ-
ing English, between the hours of 5 P.M. to 10:30 P.M, Spanish
time, or 12 noon to 5:30 P.M. New York time.

WHAT THE FASCIST RULE
HOLDS IN STORE FOR SPAIN

FASCIST TERROR in Seville

We are reprinting the follow-
ing  from the British liberal
daily, “Manchester Guardian”:
The writer of this article dis-
avows any undue sympathies for
the Spanish Lefts, The account
of Fascist terror is based upen
personal investigation and check-
¢d-up reports.

The account given below
speaks for itself, The Fascists
are aiming at the wholesale ex-
lermination of the workers and
mitellectuals, And in Seville they
have partly succeeded in doing
The shooting of prominent
liberals of the pinkest variety
lells a pgreat deal about the ex-
treme swing of the Spanish re-
action,  And that also explaing
the growing attraction which the
social revolution, now taking
place in many parts of Spain,
holds for those social layers
which are not impelled to it by
their economic position. There
is no middle road between Social
Revolution and the total annihila-
tion of culture, and the descrip-
tion given below of conditions
now reigning in Seville bears it
out once more.

50.

Wholesale Shootings in Seville

“According to most reliable in-
formation the terror prevailing
here is becoming more and more
appalling. Every morning armed
bands of Falangists (Spanish

Tascists) drag people out of their
houses and shoot them, Usually
they select their victims by lists,
but sometimes they choose work-
men and working women from
streets by hazard. (This par-
ticular point is confirmed by
Pierre Ichoc, a French journal-
ist of by no means Left sym-
pathies, who was eyewitness to
such scenes.)

Murdering in the Name of Jesus

“A fanatically religious atmos-
phere invests the whole town,
All the Talangists have the
Sucred Heart of Jesus embroid-
ered or pinned on their sleeves.
In streets, little shrines to the
Sacred Heart have been put up.
When anyone in prison claims
to have been put there by mis-
take, he is told that he has to
prove that he was married by the
Church and not by the State and
that his children were baptized,
which is something very few
Sevillian workmen under thirty
can manage.

Wholesale  extermination
workingmen and liberals.

“Already 8,000 have been shot
in Seville. Syndicalists, social-
ists, anyone who sat on trade
union comumittees, anyone in
whose house was found a book
on Russia, on socialism, anarch-
But the Fascists have a
special hatred for middle class
republicans. Freemasons have

of

ism.

been shot, many chemists, most
school teachers (men and wo-
men) and a number of doctors,
including the president of the
Sevillian Medical Association.

A number of buildings have
been converted into prisons,
These and the old prisons are
overcrowded.  Soldiers are bil-
leted on the families of all pris-
oners, and they have to supply
them with food and clothing.
Since the property of all persons
associated with the Left has been
confiscated, one wonders how
thousands of women in Seville
whose husbands have been shot
or imprsioned, are going to sup-
port themselves and their chil
dren.

"Even shopkeepers are being
executed in considerable number
One might say that more than
half of the leading citizens of
town have been shot. Maost of
them were liberals of a moderate
type, and were hostile to social-
ism. The excuse was that they
were anti-clericals,

“Many of them were shot in
order to have their property ex-
torted from them. When arrest-
ed, they were made to sign over
all their bank accounts on the
understanding that they would be
released afterwards. They were
shot immediately after having
signed such papers. Their fam-
ilies were even forbidden to wear
mourning."”

COWARDLY POLICY BROUGHT MOORS TO SPAIN

“During the two years follow-
ing the proclamation of the Re-
public the liberals and socialists
of the Republican government
did nothing for the pative popu-
lation of Morocco. The same
may be said about the govern-
ment of the People’s TFront
which ignored this problem dur-
ing all the five months of its
stay in power, that is those that
preceded the Fascist rebellion.

“Franco knew that it was
necessary to have the Moroccans
as their allies, He granted the
Moroccans liberties which the
Republic refused them. Franco,
for instance, granted the natvie
Moroccans the right to publish
their own papers, But it is exact-

(Continued from page one)

ly this right that the Moroccans
tried in vain to obtain from the
People’s government. For a num-
ber of months the Moroccans
kept on petitioning the govern-
ment of the People’s Front
about the issuance of a native
paper in the Arabian language.
The government did not as much
as answer this demand, One of
the first acts of Franco was to
grant the Moroccans this de-
mand.

“By now we may already re-
veal the fact that some native
Moroccans wielding great influ-
ence in their country, known
patriots but democrats at the
same time, demanded that the
Largo Caballero government (be-
fore the entrance of the anarch-

syndicalist into the government)
make a definite promise of cer-
tain autonomous rights to the
Moroccans if they succeed in
liberating themselves from
Franco's rule. Those demands,
although discussed by the Cabi-
net Council, were tabled after-
wards, and the prominent Moroe-
cans who sent out such feelers
were not even answered.”

However, the entrance of the
anarch-syndicalists into the gov-
ernment has changed matters in
this respect, According to the
same magazine, the pressure of
the anarcho-syndicalists resulted
in the working out of a plan of
full autonomy for Morocco,
which is going to be made public
very soon,

Forward With the Work of Building a
Federation of United Libertarian Organizations

The ranks of the United Liber-
tarian Organizations are grow-
ing. The last report received
was from Detroit where an ac-
tive International Libertarian
Committee has been unfolding
active worlk for the Spanish revo-
lution. They have been collect-
ing money, arranging mass meet-
ings, pushing vigorously the sale
of the ‘ Spanish Revolution” and
literature on Spain,

New York, Philadelphia, Chi-
cago and Detroit have already
lined up behind our program of
rallying all the libertarian forces
for a concerted effort to place
the work of helping the struggle
of our Spanish comrades on an
organized basis. But this is only

the beginning. The larger tasks
are still ahead of us. We have to
expand our paper, start publish-
ing pamphlets on the Spanish
revolution and also send out
speakers to all parts of the coun-

try.
There are other cities in this
country  containing  various

groups and sympathizers. They
all should follow the example of
those four cities in which defin-
ite organizations have been set
up for the purpose of stirring up
the workers of the country to the
great significance of the Spanish
events,

Let us hear from you, com-
rades! Let us show that we can
rise to the great historic occasion

and face the great responsibilities
thrust upon us in virtue of our
position as one of the important
sections of the international
libertarian movement.

AN funds collected for our
bulletin, "'Spanish Revolution™
should be turned in at once. [f
aufficient money is forthcoming
we will be able to print the
paper more regularly and per-
haps soon make a weekly of it.
Send contributions and sales
collections to

UNITED LIBERTARIAN
ORGANIZATIONS
I. Radinowsky, Treasurer
45 West 17th Street
New York City
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Libertarian Revolution Winning Petty
Bourgeoisie to Its Economic Progrem

The Petty Bourgeoisie and the
Proletarian Revolution

The victorious sweep of the

Fascist reaction in some coun-
tries was to a considerable extent
due to the support it obtained
from the numerous classes of
petty bourgeoisie, And this in
turn was brought about by the
inability of the revolutionary
elements to find a common lan-
guage with that class. The pre-
vailing opinion was that during
the revolution the petty bour-
geoisie would inevitably find it-
self on the other side of the bar-
ricades.
The Spanish revolution has
shown that this is far from be-
ing inevitable. The realistic
course of revolutionary recon-
struction pursued by the anarcho-
syndicalists of Catalonia and
other revolutionary provinces of
Spain have wrought great
changes in the attitude of the
petty-bourgeoisie If successful,
this policy of collaboration will
open a new chapter in the revo-
lutionary struggles. A revolu-
tionary union of the workers
with that class will deprive the
Tascist counter-revolution of its
mass base. On the other hand
the same policy of drawing the
petty bourgeois economy into a
wider cooperative scheme will
save the Revolution from the
horrors and the subsequent moral
degradation of the Russian revo-
fution,

The article reprinted below is

a part of an editorial appearing
in the “Solidaridad Obrera” of
November 15th. The opinions
expressed by the writer are not
mere theorizing, but are based
upon the living practice of the
Catalonian revolution.

“ .. In laying down the basic
norms of the Revolution the
C. N. T. (Anarcho-Syndicalist
Confederation of Labor) ad-
hered to a solution which would
leave intact the small commerce,
industry and the owner of small
property. This point of view
found the most enthusiastic ap-
proval on the part of the greatest
majority of unionized workers.

Full Communism Can Be
Realized Only Gradually.

“In countries where an at-
tempt was made to realize full
communism at once, the difficul-
ties with which such an attempt
was met were of a stupendous
nature. Here in Spain they would
be almost insuperable. The in-
dividualist character of the Span-
ish nation can become a factor
of great value if directed along
the right course. But if we try
to suppress it in the course of
the transition from capitalism to
communism, we might obtain re-
sults that would tell very heavily
upon the productive forces of the
country. -

“The C.N.T, is aware of the
importance that the winning over
to our side of the petty bour-
geoisie might have for the tri-
umph of the Revolution. That is

why it did not hesitate to insist
that the institution of small
property be retained, Moreover,
we are convinced that in retain-
ing small property, in enabling
the small merchant and manu-
facturer to function, we are mak-
ing it casier for the present tran-
sitional system to evolve into a
communist society. The distri-
bution of products will be more
perfect. The transition of the
hourgeois super-capitalist system
to that of communism will be
effected without a bloody havoe,
without upsetting the life of a
country like ours which carried
out such a vast economic and so-
cial Revolution within the brief
period of a few weeks.

Workers Control of Industry
Makes Possible Revolutionary
Caollaboration with Pelty
Riurgeoisie.

“Without any fear of equivo-
cation, we might say that the
formula found by the CN.T. is
so perfect that our proletarian
Revolution already revealed to
the world the original phenom-
enon of a petty bourgeoisie work-
ing enthusiastically side by side
with the workers. The petty
bourgeoisie will realize more and
more that the proletarian revo-
lution has removed the main
hindrance to its development—
and that is super-capitalism.
With the big industry in the
hands of workers unions, with
the nationalized banks converted
into a public service, the hind-
rance to the assertion of free
initiative of the small merchant
or artisan will largely disappear.”

THE IMMEDIATE

The course now followed hy
the anarcho-syndicalist movement
of Spain is full of compromises
and concessions. Everyone re-
alizes that the program now car-
ried out by them is yet far from
the full idea of anarchism which
has been and still is the guiding
faith of millions of organized
workers in Spain.

The present day policy is
partly dictated by the demands
of a war situation. But to a still
greater extent it is guided by the
realization of the necessity of a
transitional system for the pre-
sent period. Libertarian com-
munism cannot be carried out
 immediately after the breakdown

of the power of the capitalists.
It presupposes a system of tran-
sitional measures in the domain
of politicai and economic rela-
tionships which will clear the
way for the active forces remold-
ing life in the direction of our
ideal,

What are the basic ideas of
such a transitional system now
guiding the work of the anarcho-
syndicalist confederation? We
give here excerpits from the
speech delivered on this topic by
Juén Peiro, one of the prominent
figures of the C.N.T. (now a
member of the national govern-
ment),

The speech deals mainly with
the political aspects of the im-
mediate program of revolution-
ary transformations. It upholds
federalism as the basic principle
of the new political system which

POLITICAL AIMS OF THE C.N.T.

the Revolution is now erecting in
place of the old regime.

“, .. The historic hour of the
anarcho-syndicalist movement.

“In 1931 the republicans and
the socialists could not discover
the road of revolutionary action
demanded by that movement.
And it is hardly possible that
they will find it now, for the
rhythm of the Revolution and
civil war now demands deep
changes in the economic and
social order and not mere poli-
tical reforms.

“But if the republicans and
socialists lack the moral authority
to mark out a2 road for our
Revolution, we anarchists and
revolutionary syndicalists assume
such responsibility. The C.N.T.
(anarcho-syndicalist Confedera-
tion of Labor) and the F.AL
(Anarchist Federation of Iberia)
have proven sufficiently that they
possess the necessary thought-
fulness and the spiritual values
necessary to become the guiding
brains of a new world.”

The speaker then points out
that the high spiritual qualities
of the Spanish anarcho-syndical-
ist movement are indispensable
now in view of the need of find-
ing a revolutionary way of work-
ing together with other forces on
the basis of some form of a
transitional regime.

The Political Form of the
Transitional System.

“The end of the war will find
its completion in a transitional

system. And that will be so be-
cause there is no more rational,
more just and logical way out.
If we all contributed toward the
victorious end of the war, it is
just that we all taste the fruits
of the Revolution.

“To me the most adequate
form of the transitional system
created by the war and the Revo-
lution is a Socialist Federal Re-
public. And I am asking the
comrades not to be taken aback
by the term “Socialists.” We are
all socialists, even those who call
themselves anarchists and revo-
lutionary syndicalists. But not
all socialists are federalists. What
is important is that a Republic
of a socialist type should accept
the premises of federalism,
which grant to every community
the right of self-government in
the fullest meaning of this term.
Such a federalist system will give
us a sufficiently wide room to ex-
periment with our political, eco-
nomic and social ideas.

Free Experimentation for Every
Community.

“The Socialist Federal Repub-
lic will have to be built upon the
basis of complete liberty for
every community, all such com-
munities being linked up by a
system of economic federalism
leading to the most comprchen-
sive and elevated form of moral
and economic solidarity. And
this means that the free commun-
ities of the Socialist Federal Re-
public will be given the right to

\adopt the kind of socialism which

Technicians Work for Revolution

One of the most remarkable
features of the great revolution-
ary work now going on in Cata-
lonia and the adjoining provinces
of the Eastern coast is the loyal
cooperation of the technicians
and professionals with the revo-

lutionary forces. They do not
turn their back upon the revolu-
tion as similar groups did in the
October revolution of 1917,

This is due greatly to the pre-
paratory work done by the an-
archo-syndicalist movement of
Spain.  The C.N.T. (Anarcho-
Syndicalist  Confederation of
Labor) always tried to draw
those elements into its movement
and inculcate within them the
realization of the need of close
cooperation with the workers for
revolutionary purposes, After
the revolution the Union of Free
'"Professions affiliated with the
C.N.T., rapidly grew in number
and importance. School teachers,
doclors, university professors
and engineers now ‘work side
by side with manual workers in
rebuilding the life of the country
along lines of the revolutionary
policy of the C.N.T.

An interesting sidelight on the
activity of one of those groups
(the scction of engineers and
technicians at the C.N.T. union
of Free Professions) is given by

the reporter of the “Solidaridad
Obrera” (Nov. 1.)

This section, according to the
reporter, contains now the best
technical forces of the country.
(Catalonia). It is already map-
ping out a comprehensive pro-
gram of the economic reorgan-
ization of the country, of raising
the productivity of the industries
and also the general level of tech-
nical qualification of the workers.

The latter task is to be carried
out by organizing a net of tech-
nical and professional schools
for workers, covering every spe-
cialized field. The C.N.T. tech-
nicians are already working upon
the plans of such a comprehensive
technical education.

The section is also busily work-
ing upon the building up of an
the experimental divisions now
to unify and direct the work of
the exerimental divisions now
set up in the factories,

And though the problem of
industrialization of the country
is not one of immediate actuali-
ties, the section is already making
the necessary work of preparing
the statistical data and sketching
out general outlines, to be sub-
mitted when the control and
regulation of the country will
have assumed the forms enabling
the regulating bodies to tackle
the problem of industrialization.

OPEN LETTER to RUSSIAN WORKERS

The open letter, part of which
we reprint here, reserved as it is
in its tone and expressions, fully
exposes the duplicity and hypoc-

falls in line with its aspirations
and potentialities.

“And what does it matter to
us, anarchists and revolutionary
syndicalists, that in some com-
munities we might find ourselves
in the minority, that those very
commiinities might resign them-
selves to a regime of the type of
bourgeois democracy or state
socialism? What is important
that we shall obtain the right to
live cur own life in full harmony
with our own aspirations, be it
even Libertarian Communism it-
self. (Ed. Note: That is in those
communities which are con-
trolled by the libertarian forces.)
This gives us the hope of win-
ning over by example those com-
munities which escaped our ideo-
logical influences.

“The Socialist Federal Repub-
lic admits such a diversity of
patterns and systems, for it starts
out with the idea that economic
needs are the basic links binding
communities together, and that
those needs will impell the latter
to establish a close system of
interrelationships.

“But for the present moment
the most important thing that all
of us have to learn is to com-
pose our differences within a
broad plan of mutual under-
standing. In order to arrive at
such an understanding, the Span-
ish proletariat must take the
Socialist Federal Republic as the
starting point of all the construc-
tive tasks imposed by the Revo-
lution,

risy of a government whichgstill
dares to speak in the name of
democracy and liberty while
trampling them daily under its
fect,

“ .. From the first days of
the Fascist revolt we were here
fighting against the reactionaries.
Our group was on the Aragonian
front, having taken the name of
a comrade whom you know well
and whose death in the German
concentration camp stirred up the
indignation of the entire world.

“Having united our hearts
with the name of this martyred
comrade, we feel it our duty to
take up the defense of a woman
who for a long number of years
had been the companion of
Ehrich Muehsam.

“Some of us know her as well
as we knew him. And we know
that she remained faithful to the
cause of the revolutionary
workers.

“It ts already more than half
a year that she was arrested in
your country, having disappeared
since then, so that we cannot
even establish any contact with
her,

“In the name of our common
cause, in the name of the revo-
lutionary proletariat of the world
we ask that Zenzel Muehsam be
freed. While the Spanish people
carries on a life and death strug-
gle against Fascism, Zenzel
Muehsam should not rot her life
away in Russian prisons or exile.

“And that 15 why we keep on
demanding: Freedom for Zenzel
Muehsam! ILet no other ship
come from your country unless it
carries aboard Zenzel Muehsam.

A proup of machine gunners

of the name Ehrich Muchsam.
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WORKERS RUN DEPARTMENT STORES,

The organization of distribu-

tion’ was always considered one

of the most difficult tasks of the'
revolutionary period. Even now
the distributive mechanism of
Soviet Russia is the weakest link
of its nationalized economy. Poor
service, inferior quality of com-
modities, lack of efficiency are
quite common now in most of the
stores of Soviet Russia. And as
to the first period of the Octo-
ber Revolution, it is known to
everyone that the bureaucratic
method of nationalization led to
the complete demoralization of
the mechanism of distribution.
The more amazing it is to read
of the phenomenal successes
achieved by the C.N.T, workers
(CN.T. — Anarcho-Syndicalist
Confederation of Labor) in tak-
ing over and running one of the
largest chain of clothing stores
of the country., There are ten
of them in that part of the coun-
try which is controlled by the
loyalists, the main store being
situated in Barcelona. It was in
Barcelona that the first step
toward the socialization of those
enterprises was taken., Tts suc-
cess led to the gradual taking
over by the workers committees
of all the ten branches in the
leading cities of the country.

The full story of how those
enterprises were taken over and
how they function now is given
in the *Solidaridad Obrera”
{Nov. 1). Here we give only
a brief account of it, presenting
the most interesting features of
the whole process.

The finn is one of the oldest,
having been founded in 1850 and
having grown since into one of
the richest in the country. It
thrived during the war and like
most of the firms that profiteered
during the war, it found the lean
years following the war, and es-
pecially the years of world crisis,
rather hard going. Overcapital-
tzation, wasteful management,

ups {which, of course, wenl hand
in hand with low wages for the
great mass of workers and em-
ployees), led to the gradual whit-
tling down of the earnings of the
company. By 1935 the company
was in the red, and before the
Fascist revolt, the financial situ-
ation became very desperate.

When the workers tock over
the stores, they found that not
only was there a lack of revoly-
ing capital, but that the enter-
prise was burdened with heavy
debt. Besides, there was the
additional difficulty of having the
liquid funds immobilized in the
bank duc to the temporary limi-
tation placed by the Catalonian
government upon the withdrawal
of deposits,

All those difficulties, however,
were overcome by the workers.
Immediately upon the socializa-
tion of the enterprise, the work-
ers set up a technical and admin-
istrative committee, both of
which set to work energetically
in reorganizing the enlerprise
and finding the necessary means
to keep the stores going.

One of the first steps of the
commiltees was to ask all the
creditors for the cancellution of
all the old debts of the Company,
promising at the same time the
most punctual discharge of any
future obligations in case credits
were extended to them,  This
appeal worked. New credits
were foumd, The prowpt pay-
ment of all accounts is creating

a very favorable impression
among all who deal with those
committees. Now there is a

plentiful supply of credit, enab-
ling the workers to extend the
scope of their enterprise,

Sales have tripled the two
months of September and QOcto-
ber, This is due to the methods
used by the workers in disposing
of their stocks. They are going
in for a large turnover and low
prices. They are catering to the
mass of workers and sales meth-

exorbitant salaries of the higher

ods have been changed accord-
ingly.

In Barcclona alone there are
more than three hundred people
employed in the shops and stores
of that socialized Company. Be-
fore the revolution all those
workers were divided into nu-
merous  wage  groups,  High
salaries and monthly and yearly
premiums at one end, and starva-
tion wages at the other—charac-
terized the wage structure of that
firm. One of the first steps of
the workers commitiees was to
do away with all those differ-
ences. Now a singie unitary wage
scale has been sct up allowing
only for small variations in ac-
cordance with age and experience
of the employee. This equahza-
tion of salaries produced a re-
markable impression among the
workers, conducing in a direct
manner {0 the atmosphere of fel-
lowship and cooperation now pre-
vailing in the stores and shops
of those socialized enterprises.

Not only did the worker's con-
trol produce a remarkable effect
upon the ternover and the ma-
terial well-being of the workers
but it was also instrumental in
initiating considerable improve-
mients in the shops and siores
in accordance with the demands
of hygiene and sanitation. Dur-
ing all the years of its financial
prosperily the Company never
bothered ut all about sanitary
conditions for its employees. And
that is why the workers commit-
tees turned their attention to the
work of modernizing the shops
and stoves. By now this work of
refitting those places has almost
been completed.  There are no
mare unhealthy, dingy places in
this enterprise run by workers.

All of which, as the writer of
this article concludes, explains
the tremendous enthusiasm now
shown by the workers and em-
ployees of the former "El
Aguila” (the Eagle) and now the

“Workers Society of the CN.T."

Catalonian Workers Build Free Socialism

(Continued from page one)

“That this mobilization of re-
sources is succeeding is evidenced
Ly the nproved equipment of
the soldiers at the front: our
arny is now on the way of be-
coming oue of the best equipped
in the world. A miracle? VYes,
but one whose secret lies in the
adherence of the masses to the
revolution, in the organizing
ability shown by the labor unions
and their leaders.

“] am not an anarchist, but
I believe it is my duty to tell
the world my opinion of the an-
archists of Catalonia, of those
who were so often represented
as a purely destructive, if not
an altogether criminal, force.

“I was with them at the front
and in the trenches and I came
to admire them. The anarchists
of Catalonia are one of the ad-
vance guards of the coming
revolution. A new world was
born with them and it is a plea-
sure to serve this world.

“In Catalonia a new form of
democracy and socialism has

been born, a form representing
a theoretical and practical syn-
thesis of the Russian experience
with the heritage of the Western
World.

“The leaders of the Catalonian
anarchists are not confused old
people, debilitated by years of
parliamentary activity. They are
young revolutionists of thirty
and thirty-five years of age. They
matured in prison and exile
Like all Catalonians they are en-
dowed with a practical sense,
supplementing their broad vision.
They are not hampered by a
meticulous and static doctrine,
Their socialism is fed upon ex-
periences and their personality
is too vigorous not to respond to
the iron demands of war and
revolution. Within a month there
will be an army of 304,000, with
which victory will be assured.
Battles may be lost, but the war
will be won,

“The reason for this faith is
simple: a new world is budding
forth, the masses of people have
tasted the fruits of liberty not
only in the field of orpanization,

but also 1 the factories, helds,
and on the war fronts. And they
will never resign themselves to
slavery,”

The above quoted opinion i3
not an exaggerated statement of
an enthusiastic convert fo the
cause of Catalonian anarchism.
The rapid improvement of the
revolutionary army in equiptment
and fighting ability is attested by
the Valencia correspondent of
the British “Daily Herald,” who
writes: .

"A new army has been created
and is now being equipped with
the most modern arms of Spanish
make. (Ed. note. The role of
Russua in supplying arms has
been greatly exagpgerated by the
pro-Tascist press.) The rapidly
growing war industry of Cata-
lonta made possible the transfor-
mation of the ill-equipped and
anurganized brigades of the ir-
regular type into mobile, well
equipped and partly mechanized
army units,

“New military schools have
been set up and they work now
at full swing. The course of in-
struction is calculated for ele-

mentary military srader of vari-

AN APPEAL TO THE FRIENDS OF THE
“SPANISH REVOLUTION"

L™

When the libertarian organizations of New York Arst under-
took the publication of Lthe “Spanish Revolution’” we had no
definite idea of what its future might be. The response to the
firat few issucs was so favorable, however, that we felt we were
treading on safe grounds when we undertook to publish the
bulletin as a bi-weekly. From all over the country, groups and
individuals receiving *“Spanish Revolution” were very generous
in their financial response. But the situaton has changed some-
what. While the influence and circulation of the bulletin is
steadily growing, the past few weeks have witnessed a serious
decline in the amount of money sent in for the publication. We
find that a number of groups have been lex in remitting for
bundles sent to them. Al such groups are, therefore, urgently
requested to check up their accounts and to turn in all funds
due as soon as they possibly can,

The paper cannot appear on time unless the copies printed
are distributed and paid for.

At present, when the need for our bulletin is greater than
ever before, we are faced with financial difficulties. You, the
readers of “Spanish Revolution,” know what a valuable service
it is performing on behalf of our heroic comrades in Spain.
We are appealing to you to help us in this emergency so that
we can keep going and expand the scope of our work. Help us
build up a publicity fund so that emergencies like the present
one cannot arise again. To that end all friends of the *"Spanish
Revolution'” are urged to send in donations, Whatever means
you may use for collecting such donations, (money can be col-
lected in a variety of ways) please send in all collections at once,

Since you all know to what extent the help we can give
our comrades in Spain depends upon favorable and widespread
publicity, we need not press this question any further. All con-
tributions should be sent to:

UL.O. — I. RADINOWSKY, Treasurer
45 West 17th Sueet New York City

FUNDS RECEIVED FOR SPAIN DURING NOVEMBER

Receipt No,

102—Grishlan, Sec'y JAF.. .. .o i e $262.00
103—Dr. H. Block, Chelsea, Muss.. .. ... ...... e 5.00
| 04—Proletarische Gemeinachaft ......... e e 38.00
105—]John Battuelo—Progressive Club, Gillespie, HL,......... 5.00
106—John Fedorhoff, Ansonia. Conn. Liat 157....... e 4.80
107-—-). Scarcereaux, Loe Angeles, Cal., List 430.............. 13.00
t08—Proletarische Gemeinschaft ................. PR 5.7%
109—Russian Ind. Mutual Society, Baltimore, Md............. £.50
110—Subko, Baltimore, Md., List 186............0c0vun... 14.00
I |—Workers' Gymnastic Asa™n., Union City, N. J........... 25.00
112—Toms River Com, of Jewish Farmers, N. J.............. 14.50
113—A, Perlman, Mohegan Colony ......... e 10.00
I l4—Mohegan Colony Group .....ocviuueun.. e 66.71
T15—A, Polonsky, List 1853 ... .. ... it 5.00
116—Mass Meeting Nov. 1, Russian Com. for Spain.......... 25.00
117.—Foms River Com. Jewish Farmers, N. J................ 12.50
118—M. Lerner for H. Krausner, N, Y. C........... e 26.65
H19—Dzr. M. Penn, Brooklyn, No Yoot e e ieennn 2.75
120—"Mein Kampl' ... .. i e 2.00
2| —Joseph Sweet, Boston, Mass., List 224, ................ 12.00
122—Fermin ....... et Creer e e e e 10.0¢
123—Raudelph & Millie ............... e e 20.00
124—P. Kull, Ambridge, Pa., List 1648...... e e 9.45
125—U. Mansevich, Chatham, Ont., List 165B............... 10.00
| 26—Sasha and Maluta, Bronx P, E., NY.C................ 5.50
127—Camilo Gonzales, Layland, W. Va., Liat 367........... 21.02
P28—Carol King, No Y. €. i e 10.00
129—Libertarian Group of Los Ang. o.0vvrvnennnnn, .. e 25.00
1380—P., Rovnenko, Richmond, Cab .....ooveurnnonon . 7.50
131—Sophic Triestman ........... e e e 2.00
}32—-Mohegan Colony Group ...... o . 23.40
133—W, Thomas, Proletarian Group ... .. e . 13.30
$34—Martin, N. Y., List No. 156, 00e0en e nnnnnnn 16,25
135—~M. Kack, N. Y., Latvia Group ........ e e 20,00
136—Anna Rabinowitz ............................" 1.50
137—Sunrise Colony, Alicin, Mich.. .. .00 vuurn... ... e 10300
138—Moish Litshitz, Alicia, Mich. ........cooovr oo, . 2.00
139—1. C. Calhoun, Chicage, Il ...... . e aae e 5.0¢
859.58

Published Nov. 6 issue, $3,255.84—Exp, $2,502.66—Bal.. .. ... $753.|G
1612.76

Sent to Spain Dec, 3rd $1,400~Cable $2.50............... f1402.50
. . 21016

To Anti-Fascist Com., N. Y. for Sheepskina, 112,, 119, 120, 126 24.75
ONHAND. ......................... 185.44

L. RADINOWSKY, Treasurer, UL.O.

In 19189 the workers of the world came to the rescue
of the Russian vevolution. It is now time that a stmilar
effort be undertaken on behalf of the revolution in Spain
which promises to twn an even more glorious page in the
history of humanity,

.

vus branches. The training in

those schools lasts six weeks,
“The Catalonian factories
working for war already manu-
facture airplanes, tanks, armored
trains, machine guns and rifles

of the latest male” e
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And as the writer of the ¥
“Giustizia e Liberta” pointed out, |
this almost miraculous pace at 3
which the Spanish revolution is §
arming itself is due mainly to the
organizing genius of the Cata- iy
lonian anarcho-syndicalist move- ;
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Nazi Plans to Enslave Spain Revealed

Nationalist Plot
Failed in Catalonia

Two weeks ago there appeared
+ brief news item in the New
Verk Times saying that a semi-

Fascist plot had been discovered
in Catalonia and that its ramifi-
cations led to some of the higher-
ups in the official life of Cata-
lonia.  (That is, those connected
with the middle class parties who
participate in governing Cata-
fonia.)

The plot, according to that
ceport, was engineered by the
Catalonian separatists whose
+m it was to form an independ-
ent Catalonian state with the
help of the Italian Fascists.
What happened since, we dn not
snow, The details of the plot
must have been withheld from
the foreign press for reasons of
wecrecy. The last issues of
the anarcho-syndicalist Solidari-
dad Obrera” only comment upon
this plot in their editorials,
promising, however, to acquaint
the readers with the details of
the plot in the coming issues.

In the following issue of the
Spantsh Revolution we shall be
1ble to give a coherent account
of this plot. By that time the
bearings thereof upon the revo-
lutionary struggle in Catalonia
will have been brought out in the
form of some concrete changes
m the political make-up of Cata-
lonia. For the present we con-
line ourselves to reprinting por-
lions of a powerful editorial ap-
pearing in one of the last issues
of the Solidaridad Obrera.

The readers will easily learn
from these comments that the
CN.T. and the F.AI are not
relaxing their vigilance, that
they are not playing a fool’s
ame in their temporary political |
alliances. They are not taken in
by some of their present ailies,
and when the interests of the
Revolution will demand the break
up of the union with some of the
middle class parties, the anar-
chists will strike out with as
much promptness and vigor as
m nipping the last nationalist
plot in its bud.

The comments quoted below
will also easily dispose of some
of the silly notions imputed to

{Continued on page four)

Build a united front of all
libertarians for the defense of
the Spanish revolution. Build
a federation of groups and
unif:m to carry the voice of the
Spinisl‘f revolution to the Amer-

coming in more slowly,
paper is in danger.

a large deficit.

“Spanish Revolution” Needs Help!

In spite of the fact that the “Spanish Revolution™ cir-
culates now more widely than before, money has been
As a result of this the life of the
At the present moment we don't
know whether it will appear again.
paper must immediately turn in all monies collected.

But even this is not enough. The paper cannot exist
merely from sales, as this does not cover the cost of
printing. The difference must be made up by donations.
There is no time to be lost. If the paper is to appear again
money must be immediately forthcoming in order to cover

Dc not delay. Turn in all money owing to the paper
and collect contributions right away.

United Libertarian Organizations, 45 W. 17th S, N. Y. C.
J

Groups receiving the

Rush aid to the

Y SPAIN WILL NOT BECOME

A SECOND ABYSSINIA

The leading "financial groups
of Great Britain and France are
swinging their support to Franco
in order to get back their lost
monopolies. But German capit-
alists have a more ambitious
Tt

amounts to nothing less than

plan in 'regard to Spain,

reducing that country to the

state of an African colony. The

LIBERTARIAN REVOLUTION
SWEEPS ON IN CATALONIA

From a speech broadcasted

from Barcelona to the Polish

workers by a Polish anarchist,
Jeanette Hardy:

“. . . When the workers of
Catalonia came out in the streets
on the day of the Fascist revolt,
all they had was enthusiasm,
heroism, barricades and . . . one
rifte for twenty men. The soul,
the moving power of this strug-
gle were the C.N.T. and the
F.A.1. The victory was won be-
cause those organizations had a
long training in direct action and
street fighting.

“And it was only four days
after the Fascist uprising that
the Catalonian workers began to
send out their regular militia de-
tachments to all fronts of Spain.
In Catalonia, like in every other
part of Spain, first columns were
made up by members of the
C.N.T. and F.AL It was those

colunmmns that cleared the prov-
inces of Aragon and Levante of
Fascists bands.

”B‘Sr now the CN.T. and

F.A.L have already sent 100,000
mililiamen 1o the Aragon front
and 50,000 to the first firing line
of the Madrid front.

“In the anarchist provinces of
Catalonia, Levante and Aragon,
the industry, means of (lrans-
portation and the natural wealth
have been socialized. We have
numerous cases here of workers
direcling factories which em-
ploy three and four thousand
worlers.  They do it while get-
ting the same wage as before
and succeeding in managing
those factories much better than
the former directors and owners
who were getling hundreds of
thousands of pesetas a year,

“Three fourths of the land
in Catalonia has been collectiv-

ized and is now cultivated on the
basis of anarchist principles;
that is, according to the princi-
ple: ‘“to cach according to his
abilittes.”  Every collectivized
community has its own type of
remuneration, distributing the
total income in proportion to the
number of persons in every
family.

"“We say that only three quar-
ters of the land has been col-
lectived, but not all of it. That
is so because anarchists do not
intend to force the small peasant
inte collectives, They leave the

small peasant the freedom 1o
choose between  an  individual
and collective economy. But the

advantage of collective cultiva-
{ion are such that every day new
peasant communilies swell the
ranks of those that have been

already collectivized. , "
From the Spanish Bulletin of
the C.N.T. and F.AL

FRENCH JOURNALIST REPORTS
REVOLUTIONARY ACHIEVEMENTS

Christian Coudere, a French
journalist, is now visiting the
revolutionary province of Le-
vante. This is one of the prov-
inces which has been strongly
permeated with anarchist ideas
and which has been rivaling Cat-

alonia in the sweep of its revo-
lutionary reorganization.

Impressed with the signifi-
cance of the work, the writer,
who is neither an anarchist nor
a syndicalist, sent a description
thereof to a prominent French
paper, La Dépéche de Toulouse,
The paper refused to print this
article unless the author deleted
from it the description of the
most striking facts observed dur-

ican people.

ing his visit,

Part of this article appeared
in the French libertarian paper
L’Espagne Antifasciste (a paper
of the same orientation and
purpose as our Spanish Kevolu-
tion). We present here some of
the most outstanding points of
this report.

The writer describes his visit
to three places in that province:
two centers of the textile indus-
try and one vast village situated
in the center of the agricultural
region,

The first town visited was
Aleoy, a center of wool and
ready-made clothes industries,
He was given the fullest oppor-
tunity to investipate freely, to
inquire and find out things for
himself.

All the factories, according to
the writer, are now run by work-
ers’ committees clected by the
General Meeting of the employ-
ees. The management lies en-
tirely in the hands of such com-
mittees, They are often supple-
mented by control committees,
also elected in the same manner,
which act as connecting links be-
tween the central committee of
the local textile industry and the
shop commitiees of every fac-
tory.

The setiing up of a central
comntittee for the local indus-
tries, coordinating the work of
all the factories into a single
plan, was the work of the CN.T.
and F.AI. The whole thing is

(Continued on page three)

last Spanish bulletin of the
C.NT. and FAL
mteresting things to say in this
The

given by it comes from weil

has some

connection. information
authenticated sources and it il-
luminates greatly the course of
Nazi policy now pursued in re-
pard to Spain.

According to this Bulletin, the
latest outcry about the vital need
of colonies for Germany was
raised by Schacht and Goebbels
with an eye on England and
Spain. The purpose was to gain

for
The
German ambassador in England

ant advantageous position

bartering with England.

got nstructions to convince the
British of the necessity of giving
Germany a free hand in Spain.
in exchange for which the Iatter
would relinquish her claims for

colonies.

The financial circles of Berlin
and London are convinced now
that Hitler's adventure in Spam
consiitutes the greatest oppor-
tunity to reorganize the German

economy, The so-called four-
year plan is admitted to be a
hacked

The oppor-

fatlure unless up hy
foreign conquesis.
tunity for such a conquest has
already come, according to those
circles, with the intervention in
Spain.

Already the economic experis
of Germany have worked out a
plan of solving the difficudty of
the four-year plan by a system-
atic explottation of Spain along
the lines of an African colony.
This plan consists of the follow-
owing:

Germany takes control of all
the subsoil wealth of Spain—uof
its copper, iron, mercury, lead,
zinc and other mineral ore mines.

German industry takes a lead-
ing part in the reconstruction of

(Continued on patie four)

The greatest achievement of
the Spanish anarchists is that
they proved to the world that
revolution is compatible with
liberty, with an elementary res-
pect for the great humanitarian

values of the Western culture.
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Why The “Spanish Revolution”

fiver since we started publishing the Spanish Revolulion we
hardly appealed to our friends and sympathizers for aid. The
need of the paper was so self-evident in the first month of the
sensational development of events in Spain, the response of the
groups was so spontaneous, that we hoped that within a very
short time definite forms of support would crystallize of their
own accord, We hoped that by this time the paper would be
well on its way to become a weekly.

Those hopes, however, have proved to be much premilure
for the feeble stage of development of the libertarian forees in
this country. Not only have we been slow in making progress in
the dicection of a weekly, but the financial state of the paper has
been permitted to grow worse and worse with every issue. Organ-
izations have been very lax in remitting for the bundles sent to
them, and no effort is being made to raise extra funds for the
paper, which like every other radical publication, cannot be
expected to function on a self-supporting basis.

This state of affairs is due not only to the general weakness
of the libertarian movement in this country; it also flows from
the mistaken notion now held by many a sympathizer with the
Spanish revolution, that the only way to discharge his duty toward
the latter is to send sume money to the anti-IFascist forees of
Spain,

There is no doubt that this is an important part of the duty
of cvery libertarian. But an equally important part thereof is to
acquaint the great masses of people with the aspirations, achieve-
ments, struggles and difficulties of the libertarian revolution in
Spain.  And can we do it here, in this country, without a regular
English language publication ?

LEveryone of us realizes that international support is of vital
mnportance for the success of the Spanish revolution. DBut how
can that support materialize if we neglect the most effective means
of building it up—and that is by laying the foundation for a
regular publication? How can we convince the public opinion of
the proletarian world of the great significance of the libertarian
revolution of Spain if we fail to inform it of its aims and the
present course followed by it?
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Or can we depend upon the socialists and  commumists 1o
rally such support? Until now there press has been ignoring the
very existence of social revolution in Spain. They all have been
constantly harping upon onc thing, and that is: the struggle now
soing o i Spain is only thal of a bourgeois demociacy against
Jrascist reaction.  The entire communist press of the wonrhd--
from the Moscow Pravde 1o the Daily Worker—-huwdly conlains
any reference to the epoch-making work of revolulionary recon-
struction now going on in many a part of Spamn.

The socialist press has been pursuing the same course of seli-
imposed censorship. If we leave the field clear to them in matters
of informing the public opinion on Spain, the great wajority of
workers and farmers will never learn that social changes of
momentous significance are now taking place in Spain, that is
something that is bound to affect their lives and struggles in the
very near future,

Not only is this basic fact of the Spanish struggle now being
withheld from the workers and farmers of the world, but already
a campaign of misinformation is under way to represent the
libertarian forces of the Spanish revolution as a demoralizing
factor. This campaign is yet in its first stage, but can any one
of us who has any knowledge of the unscrupulous ways of dic-
tatortal parties doubt that soon this campaign will be in full swing?

Yes, soon the gates of slander, calumny and vilification will
be split wide open. We shall soon be hearing the old refrain about
the “counter-revolutionary” anarchists and syndicalists who
“jeopardize the struggle against Fascism by their extreme demands
and lack of discipline.” It is only very naive people who believe
ihat the communists went whole-heartedly into a united front
with a revolutionary force like the Spanish anarcho-syndicalist
movement, the success of which spelis the end of the dominant
role played by the Third International in the radical world of
interuational labor.

«_ . .IN SPAIN EVERYONE IS FREE TO GO ANY-
WHERE HE PLEASES, TO FORM AN OPINION OF HIS
OWN ON THE REVOLUTIONARY WORK GOING ON IN
THE COUNTRY. FAR FROM SUPPRESSING FREE CRITI-
CISM, OUR COMRADES WELCOME AND ENCOURAGE

IT» —PIERRE BESNARD.

We must prepare for this inevitable course of events. We
must be prepared to counteract all the vicious lies spread about
the libertarian revolution of Spain. We must be ready to thwart
the campaign of demoralization upon which a poweriul com-
munist press of wide international ramifications is bound to enter,

And we can do it only by building up a press of our own.
We can do it by breaking the ring of isolation now enveloping the
greatest revolutionary force of our time—-the anarcha-syndicalist
movement of Spain. We must realize that by laying the founda-
tion for such a paper now, we are preparing the ground for a
successful challenge of all the forces of the diclatorial partics in
their inevitable attack upon the Spanish revolution,

A regular paper is the most effective weapon i oar hinds
because it enables us to iollow the devious ways pursued by the
libertarian forces of Spain, We must be able to follow intelli-
gently the entire course of revolutionary reconstruction, of sudden
retreats forced by the demands of a passing situation, of com-
promises made necessary by a movement cleaving close to the
realitics of life. We ourselves must be well posted and informed
on the phases of the rapidly changing situation. And can that
be done on the basis of hearsay, scraps of information thrown
out here and there by the correspondents of the capitalist press,
whose attention is keyed up to the sensational, spectacular and
often trivial, aspect of events in Spain?

Weal as the libertarian movement is in this country, it still
has enough power to build up a successful weekly to supply the
crying need for information on the current phases and basic aspira-
tions of the Spanish revolution. And if instead of building up such
a weekly, it permits the gradual dying out of the present publica-
tion, it can mean ouly one thing: the movement fails to live up
lo its own possibilities, it fails in the most elementary task of
defending the great Social Revolution of Spain.

ARMS FROM BARCELONA—
NOT FROM RUSSIA

The ery of the pro-Tascist the
press is that Russia has been
arming Spain.  Russian tanks,
airplanes, cannons and military
experts have been flooding the
country. Russin is behind every
strategic move and it is her gen-
erals that are planning the large-

el the smaller
Catalan coast.

“This is quite untrue. No Rus-
sian soldicrs have landed here,
and wot g single troop ship has
us, [f we had
recoirred all the armaments men-
toned above we would have won
the wuar long ago.

“The ‘brand new models’ of
machine guns which the Daily
Mail’ correspondent says he saw
the HMuesca front he cala-
fogues as Russian,  TUis obvious:
that this person has Russia on

ports on

CUCF Colle nedr

scale military operations,

{t is more than watural, of
course, to expect that from the
reactionary press. But the sorry
thing about it is that even the
That

. . Lo
the anarcho-syndicidist workiers

0L

radicals fadl for this stuif.

Madrid News

Via Moscow

The bourgeois press of the
world admits now that it was the
anarchists from Catalonia that
saved Madrid in its most critical
hour. lLiven the Spanish Fascist
press has to admit as much o>
that. (Solidaridad Obrera wriles
about it in its editorial of Nov.
26.)

However, Louis Fisher, who
imbibed his hatred of anarchism
during his long stay in Moscow,
is not convinced about it. For
the anarchists, according to him,
far from saving Madrid, nearly
brought its ruin. They were the
first to bare the iront and flee
cowardly before the alvancing
Moors.

The readers of the Nation
{Dec. 16}, of course, know as
little about Alr. Fisher’s biases
as they do about the basic fact
of the Madrid situation. And,
perhaps, they are impressed with
the fact that after all Mr. Fisher
cables his communication direct-
Iy from Madrid where facts of
that sort may be the common
knowledge of the papulation.

The readers of the Nation
have no right, however, to for-
get that it is the same gentleman
who only about twno years ago
wrote in the same magazine that
the anacchists in Spain were
working hand in hand with the
monarchists and were also get-
ting financial assistance from the
latter,

And it may also puzzle the
rcader somewhat that Mr, Fish-
er, who wrote so regularly from
Spain, reporting on the most
trivial affairs, did not make as
mnch as a single mention of the
great recunstructive work now

the brain, There are some new
mackine puns on the Tuesca |

"ol el other new material o’

of Catalonia have been working
day and wight veeerptipping their

factories Tor the production of .
war, but iy do not come from

arngnnents  this s somerhing , e .
e average  radical  hardly Kussia.  They come from wvur;
knows. That wonderial results (20 armament factories, which, !

by wworking day and wnight, are
managing slowly, but surely, loi
repluce the antiquated 'weapomi;
wwith which we had to repulse the
atlacks of the Fascists and their
moedern machinery wp 4l now.
Barcelona has always been a
prosperous and highly industri-
alised city. There is no reason
to suppose that our workers and
our Tactories are not capable of
constructing  war  equipment
quite as good as they use in Rus-
sia, and what the Daily Madl
terins Russian ‘control of every
phase of industry’ would be abso-
lutely unnecessary even were it
{rue.

have already heen accomplished
in this respect is also hardly re-
ported in the communist and so-
cialist press of the workl, But
the legend of Russia acting as
the Santa Claus of the Spanish
revolulion is spread assiduously.

There is, however, the official
statement of the Catalonia gov-
ernment given out in an inter-
view with the correspondent of
the New Times (Dec. So—New
Thues—-a  British  anti-Fascist
paper).

“It is astonishing to us that a
paper of such large circulation
as the Deily Mail should print
such utler nonsense on Spain as
that written by ‘Our Special Cur-
respondent.” It 1s obvious that
this man has never set foot in
Barcelona, or if he has, that he
has resolutely determined 1o re-
port, nut what he saw, but what

“Kussia has not ‘taken control

schools, cinemas and
theutres.”  These establishments
arc run by commitiees of the
C.N.T., who would certainly re-
sisE any interference.”

of

I, it The same is confirmed by
hfs Fascist newspaper wanted | o Afunchester Guardian (Nov.
hing to veport. 16} which writes:

“‘Russian  ships, says the] “The loyalists have now heav-

ier armaments than before. Most
of the armaments have been
rushed from Cetalomia. Ti con-
sists of tanks, aeroplanes and
other contrivances of modern
types.

Daily Mail special correspondent
on Tuesday, November 24th,
‘carrying hage supplies of planes,
guns, rifles, ammunition and
thousands of soldiers are regu-

going on in the anarchist con-
trolled provinees. Al of which
obound Lo cast some pellection
o e veracity of Mr isher's
latest communication even in the
minds  of  most
readers,

unsuspecting

READ OUR LITERATURE
ON SPAIN

“The Truth About Spain'
by Rudolph Rocker — 3¢

“The Revolutionary Move-
ment in Spain”
by Dashar ~ 10c

Send to U.L.O.
45 W, 17th Street, N. Y., N. Y.

A GALA AFFAIR — will be
arvanged by the United Liber-
tarian Ovrganizations of New
York for the benefit of the
“Spanish Revolution,”

Watcl'_n for amnouncement in
our coming issues.

“A considerable part of mili-
tary experts, now cooperating in
the defense of Madrid, are Span-
ish.  They got their military
training in Catalonia during the
Revolution.”

The Revolution is arming it-
self and therein lies the greatest
guaranty that it will have its own
way, unhampered by foreign ad-

larly putting in at Barcelona

vice and pressure.
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French Journalist
Reports on

Achievements
(Contim :d from page three)

struction in the villages. He
visited Jativa, a very big village
situated in the center of a fertile
agricultural region. This big
agricultural community is now
functioning along the lines of a
socialized economy. All of the
most important social functious
of this community are carried
on by a number of comnittees,
each one fulfilling a special task
of its own. Apart from the
functions common to all munici-
palities, those committees include
such which tell clearly of the
vigorous efforts to rebuild life
along the lines of a free com-
munism.

Thus, for instance, the author
lists such committees as those
charged with provisioning the
community, exchanging the agri-
cultural products for those of
industry. There is a committee
whose task is to harmonize pro-
duction with consumption. A
financial committee takes exclu-
sive charge of exchanging prod-
ucts with other communities, and
there is another one to regulate
the hours of labor and work out
general plans of production.

The general tendency is to do
away with money altogether.
The author states that in many
a community of that agricultural
region this has already been ac-
complished.

“Tt was here,” concludes the
author, “that we could convince
ourselves of the might of the
revolutionary organizations like
the C.N.T, and the I'.A.I. which
conirol the economic life of the
smallest villages and also of the
dynamic power which certain
ideas now wield over the minds
of the peasants and workers of
Spain.”

INTERNATIONAL CAPITALISTS
BACK FRANCO

The Spanish revolution is
fighting not only its own capi-
talists,. The most powerful

enemy it has to contend with is
the league of foreign capitalists,
arrayed behind
The
French papers of the Left (Le
Peuple, L. Humanite, Le Popu-
laire) and the anarcho-syndic-

now solidly

France and his legions.

alist press of Spain have revealed
a great deal of the international
machinations now taking place
behind the scenes of Ituropean
diplomacy.

Thus, for instance, the reports
reaching them from the leading
Stock Exchange centers of
Europe tell of a definite organi-
zation of international capitalists
having been formed for the pur-
pose of backing up financially
the Fascist government at Bur-
pos. It is headed by sune of
the most prominent members of
the famous “200 families” now
in control of the economic life
of France, whoe work hand in
hand with powerful groups of
British and American financiers
in order to carry out a complete
scheme of economic exploitation
of Spain.

According to  the anarche-
syndicalist Selidaridad Obreve,
those groups have already ex-
tended credits to the Franco
government, The laiter reach
the fabulous sum

hundred million pesetus.

of several
This
is a big sum even for powerful
financial groups, and to under-
stand ihis sudden generosily we
must leep In view the enormous
cconomic interests put at stake

Spain Not A Second Abyssinia

{Continued from page one)

Spain which is to follow Franco's
victory.

Spain is to be colonized by the
surplus population of Germany
—its unemployed workers and
{All the ex-

penses of course, to be taken out
of the hide of the Spanish work-
ers.)

Germany arms Spain heavily
in view of the expected world
war. The arming takes place
under the control of German
officers, and industrial magnates,
A net of fortifications, aero-
dromes, military roads, naval
stations are to be built by Ger-
many and under German control.
(Already the aerial line of
Teutan (Morocco)-Sevilla has
been taken over by Germans.)

The gigantic apparatus of
Nazi propaganda has already
been put in full motion, explain-
ing to the German population the
wonderful possibilities of this
Spanish Abyssinia. Branches of

landless peasants.

“Spanish” Fascist party have
been opened in all leading cities
of Germany. A vigorous re-
cruiting campaign is now going
on with the view of drawing in
unemployed waorkers, young
people of the poorer classes,
Those are given military train-
ing and are held in readiness for
the coming invasion of Spain.
At the head of those “Spanish”
organizations are placed old
Nazi functionaries who have
had sufficient experience in for-
eign work.

The Nazis are out to strangle
the Spanish revolution and en-
slave the population as the Ltal-
ian Fascists are planning to do
with the Abyssinians. A much
too ambitious plan, Madrid is
already proving to be the tomb
of Spanish Fascism, The Span-
ish revolution will perform 1the
same grave-digging role in re-
gard to the international reac-
fion and its most vicious force—

the Fascism of Germany,

Readers who have succeeded in tuning in to the C.N.T.-
F.A.L radio station (42.88 meters) in Barcelona are requested
to write to the U.L.O., 45 West | 7th Street, New York city.

by the rapid march of the Span-
ish revolution.

The entire subsoil wealth of
Spain is in the hands of forcign
companies. Copper and iron
mines, zinc, lead and one of the
most abundant supply sources of
mercury—all of those arce con-
trolled by British, French, Bel-
giwm, Dutch companies,

The most important railways
of the country belong to French
and British banks, the Spanish
financial institutions having been
adnitted only as “compradores,”
minor sharcholders in the vast
system of colonial exploitation.

Here is what Solidaridad
Obrera has to say about those
international groups that have
already lined up behind the Fas-
cist invasion:

.. .. Heading the list (of the
financial backers of Franco) is
Sir Aukland Geddes, the presi-
dent of the Riotinto Company
{one of the richest copper mines
in the world), sold in “perpetu-
ity” for a ridiculous sum by the
Spanish government of the pre-
war period, The higher person-
nel of the company is exclusively
British. The miners were always
treated like slaves, and this pro-
voked one of the bloodiest strikes
in the history of Spain. (1t took
place in 1920.)

“The House of Routhchild is
one of the shareholders of this
company. The same house con-
trols many mines and metallur-
gical enterprises of Spain. For
instance, the mercury mines of
Almadin, the best and most
abundant in the world, are main-
ly controlled by the Rothchilds,

“There is also the inlerna-,
tional group controlling the rich
lead mines of TPenarroya.  The
company possesses a capital of
309 million francs. Its control
of other lead mines gives 1t the
virtuzal position of a monopolist.
Its main office is in Paris, it be-
ing mainly French as far as the
controlling group goes. But it is
also linked up with the German
war industry, one of the repre-
sentatives of the latter, Dr, Auf-
sehlager, holding the position of
a director of this Company.”

Those are the main backers,
but there are many others ac-
cording to this paper, who are
openly extending their financial
support to Franco. They are the
fareign interests who before the
revolution controlled the rail-
ways, ceniral electric stations,
subways and troiley lines, chemi-
cal industries, telephone compan-
ies, textile factories and metal-
lurgical enterprises. The revo-
lution is  rapidly  depriving
them of their monopolies. Hence
the gold flood flowing into the
coffers of the Fascist govern-
ment,

The Catholic faith 1s defended
in Spain not only by the Moslem
hordes of Morocco, but also by
the Jewish Rothchilds, and the
protestant Geddes and Auf-
schlagers. Is there any more
striking arguments in favor of
immediate help to the Spanish
revolution by the international
proletariat ?

BBy now most of the readers
know that Durruti was killed by
an assassin’s bullet and not dur-
ing a battle, as it was reported
in the lucal papers. The few
simple lines describing Durruti’s
funeral and the general impres-
sion created by his death upon
the population belong to one of
our comrades who is now doing
active work in Barcelona. Our
readers will perhaps get from
those lines a glimpse of the feel-
ing which swept over the revo-
lulionary workers at the news of
Durruti’s death,

“, . . The body was brougl
from  Madrid and  thousands
were waiting to take a glance at
it, Nearly a million people turn-
ed out ut his funeral. The com-
rades who brought his  Dbody
from Madrid tell me that at
every town and village they
passed, there were hundreds of

DURRUTI AND HIS SUCCESSOR

thousands of people waiting at
the station anxious to pay their
last regards to this noble and
heroic figure now bewept by the
workers and peasants of the en-
tire nation.”

The letter does not say any-
thing about the report appearing
in the bourgeois and commun-
ist press, saying that the place
of Durruti has now been taken
by a communist who was ap-
pointed as the commander of all
Catalonian troops in Madrid.
But the last issues of the Span-
ish papers deny it (Sulidaridad
brera). Durruti’s place has
been taken by his closest friend
and associate José Manzano, a
Barcelonian anarchist who had
some miFlar ytraining and who
played one of the most heroic
roles in the first days of the
Barcelona street fighting against
the Fascists.

Nationalist Plot

the Catalonian anarchists, The
socialist and communist press
have been insinuating that the
Catalonian anarchists are sepa-
ratists in their sentiments and
aspirations. {Even Walter Dur-
anty stoops to such accusations.)
To what extent the imputation
of such ideas to the most clear-
cut international wing of the rev-
olutionary meovement constitutes
a4 calumny of the most vicious
sort, the lines of the editorial
comments will speak for them-
selves:

“While the workers shed their
blood at the various fronts, a
group of traitors has beer busily
hatching conspiracies of the Fas-
iTist kind . . . The anarchisis are
walching the middle cluss ele-
ments Those gentlemen,
however, failed to take into ac-
counl our vigilance. Their sur-
prise at seeing their plot un-
carthed was immense. The fifth
column (Ed. note; The fifth
column is called in Spain the
counter-revolutionists who work
under cover), and their allics
who were lying in wait for the
Revolution were watched from
the very beginning of the revo-
lutionary struggle. We knew
them well and they never de-
served our confidence. Cur ap-
prehensions have now been well
confirmed, And the masses of
people were with us in this
respect. They sensed-instinctive-
ly who were the traitors and
where to look for them. They
knew that those gentlemen, al-
though parading as revolution-
ists and worming themselves into
positions of high responsibility,
hated from the very depth of

FINANCIAL REPORT
of the International Libertarian
Ceommittee Against Fasciam
In Spain
3361 Bagley Ave., Detroit, Mich.
Dec. 10th, 1936

Funds Collected ...... ,$3,238.70

Funda sent in—6 times.. 2,645.00
Ceneral Expenses ...... 389.85
Fundas on Hand........ 203.75

More details will. appear in a
bulletin to be issued acon by this

Committae.

Failed In Spain

(Continued from page one)

their souls the new forms of
social life born.in this great
social stroggle,

“, . . What happened did not
take us by suripise. We expect-
ed it . . . The indignation among

the masses of people was tre-
mendous; it heightened their en-
thusiasm and strengthened their
will to wipe out the hidden ene-
mies of the people, those whe
were out to knife the Iberian
revolution.

Separatism is ¢ Reactionary
Ideal

“There is no room here for
diminutive republics. The pro-
letarian revolution is Iberfan in
its scope and will lead to the tri-
umph of the workers of the
whole world.

“The great Catalonia which
the workers are now building up
cannot be shut up within itsclf,
isolating itself from the rest of
the Tberian nations and from the
rest of the world, Tts scope of
action 15 the whole world. Its
direct aim is to influence in a
decisive manner the forward
course of Humanity.”

A Speakers Bureau has
recently been organized by
the United Libertarian Ox-
ganizations for the pur-
pose of providing compe-
tent speakers on Spain for
forums, lectures, mass
meetings, symposiums, etc.

The Speakers Bureau
will be glad to furnish
qualified English and for-
eign language speakers for
all types of meetings. No
charge will be made for
this service.

Organizations are re-
quested to select speakers
capable of dealing with
the situation in Spain and
submit their names and
addresses, together with
the languages they speak,
to

United Libertarian Org.
46 W. 17th St. - N. Y. C.
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Spanish
Catalonia Moves
Toward Complete
Socialization

The first phase of socialization
f industries in Catalonia was
marked by a wave of spontane-
ous confiscations undertaken by
ihe employees of each enterprise.
Ihose seizures were afterwards
anctioned by the first collectiv-
1zation decree passed by the Eco-
somic Council of the Generali-
dad.

The larger aims of a socialized
-conomy were somewhat ignored
Juring this process of initial seiz-
ares. Nor were they sufficiently
cecognized in the first decree.
i‘nterprises passed into the
nands of the employees who ex-
rcised a sort of ownership over
.hem. No one benefited from
those seizures ouiside of the em-
ployees themselves, who would
Jfivide up all the profits. There
was no common fund for the
ndustry as a whole, each enter-
prise having to wage a struggle
of its own. Those that ran up
gainst special difficulties or had
i start with a depleted treasury
were operating at a loss and were
.ompelled to fall upon the gov-
~mment for support.

Although a necessary phase in
the development of the new so-
calized economy, this state of
things could not be tolerated
much longer. In measure that
the new controlling and co-
ordinating agencies developed,
more comprehensive plans for
organizing the socialized indus-
iries were evolved. All that cul-
minated in a new decree worked
out by the Economic Council of
the Generalidad (The Catalon-
jan State). The decree was in-
iroduced to the workers of Bar-
celona at the two large mass
meetings held in the largest hall
of that city.

We find brief reports of those
meetings in  the Manchester
Guardian, and the official Bulle-
tin of the Catalonian Generali-
dad, (The issues of the Solidar-
idad Obrera containing those re-
ports have not arrived yet. Space
permitling, we shall be able to
present on the basis of the new
material 2 much fuller picture of
the changes introduced by those
ilecrees.)

Thousands of workers came
to listen to the reports on those

(Continued on page three)

Build a united front of all
libertarians for the defense of
the Spanish revolution. Build
a federation of groups and
unions to carry the voice of the
Spanish revolution to the Amer-
ican people,

Workers Build Planned Economy

Everyone realizes that the
ousting of the semi-Trotzkyite
faction (P.O.UM.) from the
Catalonian  Supreme Council
‘'was done at the direct pressure
of the Soviet representatives.
Unlike the Mexican government,
the Russian government does not
act in a disinterested manner in
extending help to the Spanish
revolution. Not only does it
project its domestic quarrels up-
on the Spanish scene, but it be-
gins to interfere actively in the
course of revolutionary recon-
struction, rallying around the
Communist party all those forces

which are opposed to any vigor-
ous pulicy of revolutionary
change,

In this respect the campaign
waged against the P.OUM. is
beginning to take on an cminous
aspect.  Its vicious tone and
character show that a much more
subtle move was back of this
drive to eliminate a faction
which does not play a very large
role in shaping the revolutionary
events of Spain. It was nothing
less than an attempt to bully the
C.N.T. and F.AL into yiclding
its leading positions in the Cata-
lonian revolution.

ANARCHISTS STRENGTHEN
POSITIONS IN CATALONIA

The resymation of the middle
class premier, Tarradellas, came
after, and was closely linked up
with, a series of attacks launched
by the Communist party and its
allies (the Socialist party is
becoming Stallinized 1o an ever
grealer extent) against the semi-
Trotzkyite faction. Raids upon
its Madrid headquarters (ihey
do not dare do the same in Bar-
celona), provocative articles in
the press, inciting some of the
troops against the P.OUM.—
all that broke out with the sud-
denness of a premeditated drive.

(Continued on page four)

We are drawing the attention
of our readers to the ideas ex-
pressed by Emma Goldman on
the sabotaging role of the su-
ctalists and communists.

It is not for us to judge how
far our Spanish comrades were
justified in their policy of a
united front with the other par-
ties, There is one thing clear,
though: the Stalinists will never
reconcile themselves to the lead-
ing role of the anarchists in the
Spanish revolution.
would be to admit that they were
and are nothing but uswrpers ik
claiming for themselves monopo-
listic powers.

And as to
revelations that ouwt of all the

money collected by the unions,
not a cent went to the CN.T, it
is high timme that our press raoise

the astounding

an alerm about 1t. It is time
that those who fous
phrases about the defense of
democracy should be held up be-
fore the bar of public opinion for

maouth

EMMA GOLDMAN O
UNITED FRONT IN SPAIN

To do so

misappropricting the funds of
democralic  organizalions like
waorkers’ unions for the narrow
purposes of a sectarian and party
strife against the Spawish revo-
fution,

IFascism is bad enough indeed,
but the worse, by far, is the
enemy within . . . For long it
has not been possible to thus
speak out, hut now the sabotage
has gone so far that silence

N THE

MANNING THE MADRID TRENCHES

would he cowardly, nay, crimin-
al ... It has been felt up lo now
that the knowledge of any rift
would be grist for the Tascist
mill. However, the danger from
all sides is too great for further
diplomatic consideration.

There arc so many inexplicable
things to he taken under con-
sideration in this terrible weller
of slaughter. Tirst of all is the
question  why the comrades
should have joined the Uniled

“Help The “Spanish Revolution”

The United Libertarian Organizations of New York City
are organizing & big affair on FRIDAY NIGHT, FEBRUARY
5th, for the benfit of the “Spanish Revolution.”

It will be an outstanding affair in many respects,

Its rich

program of entertainment will feature a number of prominent

dancers and singers, The jazz

band engaged for the evening

is one of the finest in the city. An excellent bar and the chance

to meet all sorts of people at
colorful rallies of its kind shoul

one of the biggest and most
d be an additional inducement

to all the friends of revolutionary Spain.
The affair will take place at STUYVESANT CASINO,

140 SECOND AVENUE.

s Admission 4 cents

Parliament Ignored
By Revoluttonists

After a long interval of sever-
al months, the Spanish parlia-
ment (Cortes) was called again
into session by the Largo Cabal-
lero government.  The motives
for convoking the Parliament
were not only those of demon-
strating to the outside world the
legal continuity of the presenmt
government. Back of this legal-
istic move was the hope still
fondled by all those opposed to
the revolutionary course of
events that the social revolution
might lre thwarted by vesting the
supreme authority of the coun-
try in the hands of the Parlia-
ment.

Whatever plans those gentle-
men might have entertained (and
Judging by the ecstatic hosannas
with which the Parliament ses-
sions were greeted by the com-
munist press, the communist

(Continued on page threc)

Front at all, for it has led,
and inevitably  was  destined
to lead them into the most
contradictory  steps and s

daily proving a graver danger
than Fascism Hself. The growth
of the villany of the enemy from
within s due 1o too much toler-

ance from the CNT.-FAL

order to show that anarchism
would suppress no  one  but
armed or avowed Fascislts—

_ | hence they have given the soctai-

ists and communists all too much
leeway with the result that both
thesce age-long enemies are sabo-
taging the revolution right and
left.  This, comrades, is the
greatest danger for the CN.T.-
F.AI  Being men of thenr
words our comrades cannot well
stop the pernicious counteractivi-
ties of their own allies, But mn
spite of this most discouraging
sttuation, with the Fascists at the
gates of Madrid, our comrades
go about their constructive labor
as though Jhere were no Judases
and armed enemies within and
without their ranks, The great
hope of the Fascists is not so
much aid from other countries
as it is the development of feud
within the ranks of United
Front. Beyond this, is the hor-
rible realization that organized
trade union movements through-
out the whole world are organ-
ized into a veritable fortress
against everything the C.N.T .-
F.AIL stand for. Out of the
thousands of pounds they have
collected, our people have receiv-
ed nothing; of the more than
$86,000.00 sent to Citrine
Paris, not one solitary peseta has
been received by the CN.T.-
FAL

in
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SPANISH REVOLUTION

A publication dedicated to curront labor news from Spain, pub-
lished by the United Libertarian Organizations, Against Fascism and for
Support of Spanish Workers.

S

NEW YCRK, N. Y. -

THE SECRET OF THE
CATALONIAN WORKERS

Tivery unbiased observer of the social revolution now taking
place in Catalonia is deeply impressed by its orderliness and effi-
ciency: Socialists, liberals, newspaper correspondents—they are
all struck by this s'mguhr quality of Catalonian life.

They cannot help seeing that a very important lL‘V()lLIlI.OI‘I is
changing the texture of the social life of the country. "Indusries
are bcmg socialized, communes are built up in the villages, educa-
tion is radically reorganized and a new political order i is supplant-
ing the old State machine. And with all that the chaos and
destruction so closely associated in the past with every great up-
heaval are totally lacking.

“What is amazing about the Catalonian economic revolution
is the fact that prices have hardly risen,” writes the French social-
ist paper Le Pnpulmn And can there be a greater mcasure of
economic success of any upheaval than a general stability of pr ices?

“The workers are mastering the industries,” writes the cor-
respondent of the Manchester Guardian. “Difficulties are due only
1o lack of raw material but not to bad organization or unwilling-
ness on the part of the workers."”

* One of the most difficult problems of any revolutiun, that
uf organization of transport, is solved satisfactorily in the revo-
futionary provinces of Spain. In SpltL of the terrible strain im-
posed upon them by the civil war, the railroids are functioning
as nonn.llly as one can expect under the circumstances,

Fifteen years after the.October revolutiod, the Soviet govétii-
ment had to grapple with this problem. -Draconian ‘measures,
barbarous codcs of labor discipline, dictatorial powers Lo the super-
commissars and efficiency experts—who dots: fotsknow the peren-
nial problem of the Soviet transpert and the desperate methods
the Soviet government had to fall upon in order. to keep it from
complete Lreakdown?

But the Spanish railroad workers are kecping this most im-
portant branch of transport in a state which no other type of
management could hope to achieve under the given conditions of
a civil war. And this is admitted by no less a person thau the
special correspondent of the Moscow Pravda, who generally avoids
any reference to the reconstruction work of the Spanish revo-
lution,

Wherein lies the secret of the Spanish workers, and of Cata-
lonian workers especially? What enabled them to eftect the colos-

-sal changes-in—the.social life without seriously impairing the eco-
nomic structure? How is it that in the midst of a great revolu-
tion the factories are working as usual, the marlets are [unc-
tioning without any serious interruptions, the fields are cultivated
even better than before and the financial structure remains almost
unperturbed?

The socialists, liberals and all other observers are greatly
puzzled. But it is no puzzle to anyone who has had some knowl-
cidge of the basic ideas guiding the work of the active forces of |,
the Catalonian revolution, Those are the ideas of anarcho-syndic-{.
alism, of industrial democracy based upon the union of producers.
A revolution guided by such ideas is an altogether different affair
from the old type exemplified by the Bolshevik revolution of 1917,

Chaos and destruction are not unavoidable in a modern revo-
fution. They come only when revolutions are monopolized by
political parties. The cconomic breakdown is the result not of a
civil war but of the attempt of the dictatorial parties to displace
the only agency capable of effecting the vast economic changes
demanded by the revolution—and that is the economic organiza-
tions of the masses of workers and peasants.

This was the case of the Bolshevik revolution in 1917. The
hopeful beginnings of an industrial democracy were stifled by the
dictatorship of the Communist Party, The Commissar, the revo-
lutionary burcaucrat ook the place of theindustrial union, of the
peasant committeg.  LEconomic links between the village and the

city were severed by a policy which no industrial democracy would
ever countenance. The workers and peasants became the objects
of economic experiments on the part of the revolutionary dictators
instead of being the actlive agents of the ecopomic transformations.

The cconomic suceess of the Calalonian revolution is chielly
 due to the fact that thus far it avoided the pitfals of the Russian
uvnlulirm of twenty years ago. Industries to the workers, land
‘o the peasants—this is. the simple secret of the Catalonian revo-

tion. Those that are directly concerned with the economic pro-

s, that function in one or another capacity in the complicated

u_ry of cconomic production—those are best qualified to

“e economic destinies of the revolution.
“this simple idea that got hold of the minds of the most
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The libertarian press of Spain
contains frequent descriplions of
peasanl communes organized in
the various parts of the country,
and especially strong in those
provinces where anarchist influ-
ences have been at work for
some length of time. Those ex-
periments are very often under-
taken by the peasants on their
own initiative and in some places|t
they assume the character of a
popular  movement  directed
toward free comnmunism.

Like the olher aspects of the
Spanish revolution, those devel-
opments do not exactly harmon-
ize with the Marxist idea of the
moving force of modern revolu-

tions, The peasant, it is alleged
by them, is petty-bourgeois by
his nature and can only be

drawn into a socialist revolution
Ly the means of “persuasion’ so
well familiarized by the Russian
dictatorship of the proletariat.
What would be the most diffi-
cult thing to explain from that
point of view is-the fact that the
province which shows the great-
est number of peasant
muiics. is exactly the one which
has the most-widely spread sys-
tem of peasant propriétorship.
In Catalonia the big land-estate
is much less in evidence than in
the other parts of Spain, And
it is there that the peasant move-
ment toward collectivization has
assumed such a wide sweep.

Com-'

SPANISH PEASANTS--VANGUARD
OF A LIBERTARIAN REVOLUTION

Here is what the French liber-
tarian paper L'Espagne rnti-
Fascist has to say on this peasant
movement initiated by the revo-
lutionary events of the July days.

“The Iberian peasantry has its
own: tldclltlonal 1evolittionary
movcmmt, its own; :_evoluuonar)

it a!ways under “their™ mﬁuence'
One lmght even state that in a
tgreat “number of cases the village
is ahead of the cities,

“In Catalonia, for instance, the
peasants who own small parcels
of land understand that even
when organized in unions of
their own, they can hardly count
against the powerful economic
forces of the country. The peas-
ant realized as a matter of self-
defense that in-order to be his
own master he cannot confine
himself any - longer to his small
houschold, that he has to asso-
ciate with his fellow-peasant as
a producer anid as a consumer,

“All that i now Leing carried
out on suwch a largeiscale, in such
o spontaneous and varied man-
ner that volumes wounld have fo
be written in order to give one
an adequate idea of the wvast
sweep of the process of collece
dvization now taking place in the

Spanish villages. This creative
work takes even the anarchist
militants by surprise, One of

Much has been said and writ-
ten about the realization, of the
Anarchist principles in the eco-
nomic and social fields. The
Communists themselves  were
forced to acknowledge the splen-
did achievements of the anarch-
ists. In the war-zone in Aragon,
the results achieved are even
more amazing,

The first impression one gels
is the total absence of hicrarchy
in the entire corps, There is no
one piving orders by authority.
Instead there exists almost the
automatic capacily of function-
ing in the right place.  All are
comrades performing their serv-
ice with zeal and competence in
the common effort to win the
war against the Fascists. And
not only is there zeal and com-
pelence, but a spontaneity of
joyousness ‘of action of which
only frec men are capable.

In place of rivalry and ambi-
tion common in the usual mili-
tary ranks, emulation and disin-

ANARCHIST MILITIA
AT THE FRONT

terestedness of service inspire
the combatants of the C.N.T.
and F.AL

lar:an. communism,
"cd “out-that we l1ad to learn from

them, having returned from a
propaganda tour over the coun-
try, expressed his amazement at
the revolutionary changes initiat-
ed by the peasants themselves. '

“fWe went to Lhe villages” he
said, ‘with the idea of teaching
the peasants the ideas of liber-
But it turn-

| them hout i .

. "The niost SOlld foundatlon ol
the Spamslv socxaiism is the col-:.
lectivist revolution “now. sweep--
ing the villages. And it is those =
peasant comununes that in the
long run will prove to be the
most formidable bulwark against
the Fascist forces,”

3

guard at the general headquart-
crs, and no closed doors, And
yet everything goes on in perfect
order, Everyone, from the front-
line trenches to the orderly: ‘of
the pharmacy at the base, assumes
the full responsibility of his
service and fullflls it, conscious
of his duty as an integral unit oi
action,

One would suppose tnat even
when we recognise the admirable
way in which Anarchist prin-
ciples are realized at the iront,
we must admit some factor of
control against individual abuses
or failure. And here, it may be
said, that there are no guard
rooms, no prisons, no courts of
justice. There exists, however,
an unwritten law, inexorable in
its effect. Undesirable clements
make their presence apparent as
inevitably as a speck of dirt in
a glass of clean water. And they
are dealt with according to their
dues—without passion, but also
without false sentimentality. The
Revolution must _be stainless— ..

i
o

It is"said, that in tinie of wafl
the best men go to the front.
This is more than substantiated
by the Durruti Column of volun-
teers. From Bujalaroz, the base
of supplies, through Gelsa, Pino
del IEbro, Osera and Farlete—
marking the front line of the
column=——everywhere is manifest

a genuine  enthusiasm,  good
humor and the noblest of com-
radeship.

In all the sectors of the front,
after [our months of active serv-
lu., these warriors of the F.AL
dhare the same impetus of the].
first glorious days of victory in
July. "‘Only a more sustained de-|;
termination towards final victory,
at any and all costs, is every-
where in evidence,

At the same time one meets
with a perfect cordiality every-
where, There are no sergeants
or majors. There is not even a

situation of the struggle;in Spain, is already making history. For
it is showing to the world. that revolutions do mot have to be

that goes above all things, even ™

above individual human life.
Such is the ideal and the practice .

of the C.NT.-F.AL"at the"
front. R
And - so the proletariat - of

Spain, exemplified in“the self-. -
discipline, self-organized; comba_"'_
ants of the C.N.T. I'AI has
uprooted the pmsouous WLLd3 of -

classic militarism. The.y “have

created a new spirit, the: stunulus
of freedom, These
syndicalisls are not m tre

diers, They are wamors ilght—‘g_
ing for the definite «¢m. g
tion of the workers N

A refreshing wguu ,slren gth-
ens the hearts of Ihc par:ahs of.'

accompanied by an economic breakdown, by widespread starvation,
by a ferocious terror and the wiping out of the best traditions of
liberty 'md democracy ‘for which: generations of vallant men and
women fought in the past,

the great masses of worl\us of the other countries grasp the secret
of the successful course of the Calalonian revolution, the sway
of the political paams——socml:sts comnminists and other self-

1t is showing the road for the revolutions to come.- I‘or whcn

styled b.lVl(th-—-"WI" become as much a thing of the past .as thc
b € wndl v Arctsinne in chaning the ronrse af revolutionarvi




HEALTH DEPARTMENT
RUN BY ANARCHISTS

A. Blieq, a well known French
anarchist, accompanied Sebastian
Faure on his trip to Spain. Now
he publishes in the French an-
archist weekly Libertoire, his
notes on the achievements of the
Spanish revolution.

In the last issuc of our Span-
ish  Rewvolution we reprinted
some of his articles dealing with
prisons and courts in Barcelona.
In this issue we are presenting
to our readers some of his im-
pressions of the work done by
the Department ol Health of the
Catalonian Council.

At the head of this Depart-
ment is a well known anarchist,
Dyonisios, the author of many
articles on problems of Public
Health and their solution in the
light of revolutionary ideas.

The work now carried on by

this Department is in harmony,

with the revolutionary ideas of
its leading figures. It is charac-
terized by revolutionary bold-
ness, which is the more striking
when wé compare it to the timer-
ous attitude taken by the Span-
ish republic on those matters,

One of the most remarkable
deps taken by this Department
15 that of setting up a sub-section
for the purposes of disseminat-
mg information pertaining to sex
hygiene. Tt is, what the writer
calls it, “a verilable school of
vonscious motherhood.” Its rev-
olutionary significance is self-
cvident, especially when we take
into account the great backward-
ness of Spain in this respect. A
country dominated by the Cath-
olic religion to such an extent as
pre-revolutionary Spain, is more
than ripe for a revolutionary in-
stitution of that kind.

Another important task under-
taken hy this department is the
rehabilitation of defeclive indi-
viduals.  Scientific institutions
are huilt up for the handling of
those individuals. Those institu-
lions are closely connected i
their work with the syndicates,

After being cured, Lhe patients
are turned over to the syndicates
whoge tasl it is to provide them
with a trade suitable to their
aptitudes.

The approach to the problem
of prostitution is guided by the
principles of social therapy. The
most serious efforts are directed
toward the social base of prosti-
tution, Prostitutes are provided
with jobs through the employ-
ment section of the department.
Special care is taken to keep the
prostitutes who had already ob-
tained such employment from re-
lapsing into their old state. Ivery
e of them is studied individu-
ally through a detailed “case his-
tory” which enables the Institute
to look for individual solutions
in cases of relapse.

Sweeping changes have been
wrought in the fiidnagement of
hospitals and homes for aged.
Until the revolution, most of
those institutions were in the
hands of religious orders. How
well they managed them shows
the case of one of the largest
flomes visited by our autlhor.
The religious order in charge of
this ome (“The little ststers of
the poor”) is one of the richest
in the country. In Madrid 100
millions of pesetas were found in
the central office of those “‘poor
sisters,”  And with ali their
wealth, the sisters showed a
mean niggardliness in regard to
the inmates of that home. Pri-
vations and petty tyranny rend-
ered the life of those inmates
not much better than that of
ordinary prisoners.

The changes instituted by the
anarchists in charge of this
Home arc in keeping with the
general line adopted by the De-
partment of Health. The regime
of pelly tyranny, of intolerable
restrictions and interferences in-
to one’s personal life was done
away with. The inmates now
have the full liberty to go and
come when they please. There

are no special restrictions for
women who enjoy In every re-
spect equal rights with men. Ad-
mission o those homes s de-
termined by one’s physiological
state wul nol by age only. Old
couples are not forced to Lireak
wp their household and to sepa-
rate in a sort of divorce. As in
many other respects the admin-
istration 1s irying to create an
atmosphere from which all traces
of “charily” insittutions are re-
moved,

The writer also  visited the
largest hospital in the city, an in-
stitution run formerly by monks
and nuns of some religious or-
ders.  They were also. "poor,”
like all the other orders of that
kind, of course did not
prevent them from hiding 12,000
pesetas in the haspital furniture,

The “anarchist bandits” who
found this tidy sum turned i
over to the treasury of the Cata-
lonian state and began their
work of reorganization of the
hospital.  The monks and nuns
were “moved out” from the fin-
est apartments which they had
taken to themselves, This en-
abled the new administration to
enlarge the hospital facilities
to almost twice the original ca-
pacity. A new competent per-
somnel was put in place of the
“sisters and brothers in poverty.”
The doctors placed themselves at
the disposal of the syndicates
and now they are in the fore-
from™ of the active struggle for
the libertarian cause. -In several
months of anarchist administra-
tion the hospital has grown to
such an extent that by now it
ranks as one of the finest and
the Jargest of its kind in urope.

which

Still more striking changes,
signifying a veritable landmark
on the course of the Catalonian
revolulion, arc now being pre-
pared by the TTealth Department.
According to the writer of the
same arlicle, by the first months
of 1937 socialization of medicine
will have become an established

fact throughout Catalonia.

PARLIAMENT IGNORED
BY REVOLUTIONISTS

(Continued from page one)
party has played quite a con-
siderable part in framing those
plans), they certainly counted
without the most powerful force
of the Spanish revolution-—and
that is the anarcho-syndicalist
Confederation of Labor. Tht
C.N.T. did not fall for the Par-
liamentary  ballyhoo —no mare
than it did so in its past history.

True, the united front im-
posed upon it by the exigencies
of the present day situation dic-
ted a somewhat reserved form
of criticism. But the altitude
tken by it is unmistakable. Tt
s that of contemptuous aloof-
ness toward something with
which the other sectors of the
anited front may toy around but
which is not going to be permit-
t¢ld- to interfere in any manner
with the course of revolutionary
cvents,

This attitude was manifested

first of all hy the ahstention of
the C.N.T. ministers who were

conspicuous by their absence
from all the sessions of the
parliament. And that this was

no mere gesture on their part,
but emanated from a well
thought out policy adopted by
the leading organs of the Con-
federation of Labor, is shown hy
the few sneering lines with which
the Catalonian organ of the
C.N.T. (Solidaridad QObrera)

greeted the opening of the Par-

liament, We quote this bricf
editorial in part in order 1o give
our readers same idea of the at-
titude of the anarchist movement
to one of the latest moves on the
part of the socialists and com-
munists.

“ . . the Parliament will have
no other business than again
voting confidence in the govern-

ment and approving the Statutes
for. an autonpmous Valencia . .,

. We confess that we fpre-
fer a closed Parlioment to an
apen one (Fd. note: OQur own
emphasis). So much confidence
do we have in it. And if it has
to he kept opened, we wish to
see its sessions last as short a
thme as possible,

And as to the Statutes for an
autonomous Valeneia, this res-
ponds to a regional necessity . . .
But we believe that when the
Revolution has  triumphed, the
building up of the life of the
Iberian pravinces will take on
shapes totally differing from the
one which is now serving as a
pattern for the autonomy Stat-
utes passed now by the Parlia-
ment,

working class represented by our
organization goes much beyond

by the

{he formulas adopled
present Republic.”

Readers who have succeeded in tuning in to the C.N.T.-.

R.A.l radio station (42.88 meters) in Barcelona are requested
to write to the U.L.O., 45 West |7tlr Street, New York city.

READ AND SPREAD
the

“SPANISH REVOLUTION"

At least we may say that the|. -

We wrote already in the last
issuc of the Spanish Revolution
that thie reports of Russian as-
sistance to the Spanish troops
fighting Fascism are
greally exagperated, Whatever
help there is—and there might be
quite a subslantial amount of it
it is not great enough to over-
shadow in importance the supply
ol arms and general equipment
ohtained from the Spanish fac-
tories.

The same subject was dealt
with i one of the leading articles
of the Solidaridad Obrera (Dec.
1). Writing of the general tend-
ency to altribute the heroic re-
sistance of the Spanish workers
to Moscow's aud, it points out
that all those people “forget that
revolutionary Spain has made a
supramne cffort and during the
last four months it succeeded in’

againét

ing shape. By now those indus-
iries have a suffictent production

putting. its industries into work-|.

REVOLUTION ARMING
FOR AGGRESSION

capacity to supply the necessities
of the army. With every day our
production and our war supplies
keep growing.'

The article points out that this
statementi does not imply any be-
littling of the role of interna-
tional sehdarily amd assistance.
Help is still needed, but the crisis
is over. At the presenl time
revolutionary Spain has enough
men to fight on its fronts.

“Spain now has a sufficient
number of men on the side of the
Revolution. They will be mobil-
ized when occasion demands it.
We shall soon have a revolution-
ary army equipped with modern
armaments and  sufficiently
strong to crush the Fascists and
. The

revolutionary people of Spain is

its international hackers .

now sufficiently strong to win the
war and to realize in {uil the
basic ideas of the Iberian revo-
liition."”

new plans of reorgamzation. It
is estimaled that more than twen-
ty thousand people atiended each
session. Special admission cards
were distributed in the unions,
factories-and offices.

The speakers pointed out that
the surest way of winning the
war against Fascism is to master
the collectivized industries. The
workers can do it if they evolve
the necessary moral discipline
and wanscend the petty group
interests developed as a result of
a temporary sifuation wherchy
enlerprises came o he “owned”
by the employees.

The new plan does away with
that state of things. Prolits are
now turned -over 0 a common
fund to be used for general pur-
poses of the socialized ecconomy.
Industries and public services
running at a loss are financed
from this general fund. Indus-
trics are to he grouped in large
concentrations which will give
greater returns and open grealer
possibilitics  for  foreign  com-
merce.

The old decree restricling the
socialization to. enterpriscs em-
ploying 100 workers and more
was modified. From now even
smaller shops and factories are
e be socialized, it being deemed
that such enterprises were of
sufficient imporiance to e re-
moved from the lield of private
exploitation,

The gencral contral of the re-
organized industries is to be ex-
ercised through the medinm of
the cxisting  industrial unions,
Such a control will malke unne-
cessary the centralization of eco-
nomic power in the hands of a
bureaucracy.

The new decree also provides

SOCIALIZATION REACHES

HIGHER PHASE

(Continucd from page one)

for the beginnings of a nation-
alized banking system acting as a
Clearing House {or the socialized
industries. Until now Calalonia
lacked such a banking system.
(It -was the sabotage of the
socialists and communists that
prevented  revolutionary  Cata-
lonia from nationalizing its bank
system.) Not having been abic
to nationalize its banks, Cata-
lonia could not cope successfully
with the problems of a socialized
economy. That is why the new
step taken now hy the Catalonian
government is of such import-
ance.  An industrial and com-
mercial bank was founded for
the purposes of providing cred-
its, collecting profits and cover
losses of the socialized economy.
This is the first step toward the
avowed goal of transforming by
degrees the entire banking sys-
tem into an important link of the
new socialized economy.

The larger meaning and pur-
poses of this new decree were
outlined by the Counselor of the
Feonomic Department of the
Generalidad, J. Fabregas.

“The ultimate aime of those re-
forins he said in addressing the
enthusiastic audience, “is to place
in the hands of the proletariat
the sources of the country’s
riches for equal distribution
among productive cilizens
We are carrying out an experi-
ment unprecedented in the world
of today. The finished work will
have far-reaching historical sig-

nificance. We are in the first
revolutionary stage and the new
decree on  collectivization  ex-
presses one of the basic concep-
tions underlying the tndency of

this stage.”

45 WEST 17th STREET
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SPANISH REVOLUTION

FOOD PROBLEM SOLVED
BY INDUSTRIAL UNION

Eggs are always considered a
great luxury during a revolu-
tion. The difficulties of regulat-
ing this highly individualistic
market are so great that as a
rule speculation has a free hand
in setting prices for this import-
ant food item. And that they are
set at a prohibitive level as far
as the masses of people are con-
cerned shows the history of
every social upheaval during
which eggs disappear from the
table of the masses of city
workers.

In Souviet Russia this hap-
pened not only during the first
period of the rcvolut:on Up to
about a year or two ago it was
only the highly paid specialist
who could afford to include eggs
in his daily food. For the rest
of the city population it was
almost as rare a delicacy as dur-
ing the first years of the revolu-
tion. And that this was due not
to local shortages but to the top
heavy bureaucratic apparatus of
regulation is shown by the fact
that the same conditions existed
in cities situated in places of
abundant egg supplies,

In Barcelona, however,
spite of the revolutionary strug-
gles taking place throughout the
province of Catalonia in the first
month of the Fascist revolt, in
spite of the deep changes in the
economic structure affecting the
working of the free market, the
supply of eggs has hardly suf-
fered any interruption, and what
is even more remarkable, egy
prices have remained on  the
same level. Dack of this situa-
tion, which tells more than
volumes could do about the or-

n

ganizing genius of the Spanish
revolution, is the heroic struggle
of the food workers of Barce-
lona without whom the market
would have plunged into the
same chaotic conditions which
prevailed in Soviet Russia.

We preseant here a brief ac-
count of this heroic work as told
by the reporter of the anarcho-
syndicalist  daily  Selidaridad
Obrera (Dec. 3).

Speculation already showed its
ugly head in the first days of the
revolution. The big dealers real-
ized that there was a chance to
make money by speculating on
pussible shortages brought about
by the turbulent conditions in the
country, Prices began to soar
and there was a general rush for
those supplies that were still sold
dn the market. Eggs began to
vanish mysteriously from the big
supply houses of Barcelona.
The speculators, however, fig-
ured without the new power that
was Lo take over the food supply
of the city. That was the Union
of Food Workers affiliated with
the anarcho-syndicalist Confed-
eration of Labor. As soon as the
sabotaging designs of the big
dealers became evident, the Egg
Supply Section of the IFood
Workers Union called a general
meeting of all its members, to
which all the wholesalers and the
larger retailers were invited, A
comprehensive plan of workers’
control was worked out at that
meeting and under the circum-
stances the employers could not
bul accept it,

Soon, however,
themselves changed their

the anployers
atti-

tude.  They were drawn in as

technicians, receiving  weekly
salaries and under the control of
the workers committees their ex-
perience, foreign connections, or-
ganizing ability, became an im-
portant {actor in regulating the
egg supplies of the city. By now
they are a part of the organiza-
tion, having the same rights and
dutics as the rest of the work-
ers. |

The first step of the workers’
comiuittees was to replenish the
vanishing supplies of the city by
undertaking a large-scale pur-
chasinyg operation, backed up by
the financial resources of  the
epg dealers. Results showed im-
mediately.  Prices came down
and now they are on the same
level as before the revolution.
These operations were so suc-
cessful that soon workers began
to pget their regular pay envel-
opes plus the back pay for the
period of reorganization.

There is still an occasional
scarcity, but prices are kept
under rigid cuotrol. The retail-
ers get their supplies under con-
dition of adhering to a definite
price and that is being closely
watched by investigation com-
mittees composed of workers
who in their spare hours make
the rounds of their locality sce-
ing that prices do not exceed the
standard set by the Control
Committee.

As in other fields of revolu-
tionary reconstruction, the sup-
ply of {ood in Barcelona shows
the vast superiority of industrial
democracy to bureaucratic regu-
lation, even when it is e by
professional revolutionaries and
learned economists.

Anarchists Strengthen Positions

IN CATALONIA

(Continued from page one)

The attacks were directed at
the P.O.UM., but the language
used leaves no doubt that a much
wider range was aimed at,

“Yesterday,” writes the Mun-
do Obrero, ‘“the political com-
missars and representatives of
various parties of the Popular
Front explained to the soldiers
the counter-revolutionary role of
the Trotzkyites, (That is why
the communist and socialist par-
ties are so anxious to eliminate
democracy at the fronts and to
replace it by the rule of com-
missars, Ed. note.)

“The moment has come to pay
more attention to this group of
counter-revolutionists and  the
tools of Fascism, The Trotzky-
ites should not be allowed to go
unpunished. They criticize the
government and demand the dis-
solution of parliament.”

But it is not only the Trotzky-
ites who demand the dissolution
of parliament and criticize the
government. The anarchists do

the same. In regard tu them, uf
course, none of the communist
or semi-communist groups dares
to take the same tone, But pres-
sure is exerted upon them to
change their policy. The secvet-
ary oi the Catalonian United
Socialist Party (socialist and
communist) sends an open letter
to the C.N.T, which “demands”
a radical change of policy and
granting to the government
plenary powers so as to be able
to create order and establish the
necessary discipline. [t is in-
tolerable,” the letter states in the
true Stalinist spirit, “that the
criticism of the government
should be permitted afier deci-
sions had been taken by it.”
That was followed by the
resignation of the Premier rep-
resenting the Catalonian middle
The united front
socialist and lib-

class parties,
of communist,
eral against the revolution has

become a fact. The anarchists

In Soviet Russia the workers lost their freedom because
they did not possess revolutionary unions to take over the

management of industries.

In Spain the ground for such unions has been prepared

were threatencd with isolation,
with the breaking up of the pact,
with dissolution of the United
Front against Fascism,

What followed is known to
the readers. The anarchists have
not yielded on any of the vital
points. Their official statement
was that “if the other parties of
the United Front decide to with-
draw from the struggle, the
C.N.T. and the F.AL are ready
to carry on single handed the
struggle against Fascism.” (Lib-
ertair, Dec. 18.)

The manoeuvre on the part of
the united block of communist
and liberal politicians failed. The
C.N.T, came out of this crisis
with stréngthened positions, But
the struggle is only beginning.
Much more than ordinary vigi-
lance witl be required on the
part of the Spanish anarchists to
lceep the libertarian conquests
from being interfered with by an
insidious power which in the
long run may prove to be even
more deadly to the true interests
of the revolution than Fascism,

If the world permit the crush-
ing of the Spanish revolution,
it will be guilty of one of the

greatest crimes in hisdory.

UNITY THROUGH PACTS

Malaga was onc of the few
Spanish cities in which the com-
munists succeeded in obtaining
some foothold among the work-
ers. And as it was to be ex-
pected, the spirit of narrow fac-
tionalism and intolerance became
entrenched among those sections
of the working cluss where the
cummunist parly exercised its
influence.  Biter fights amung
the anarchist and communist
workers were common before
the Fascist revolt. And even
lately the press carried frequent
items of serious clashes breaking
out between the two sections of
the working class of Malaga.

However, the intluence of the
Catalonian pact concluded be-
tween  the anarcho-syndicalist
Confederation of Labor and the
Socialist trade-unions has finally
reached the strife-torn Malaga.
The Spanish papers report that

in Malaga a pact, similar to tha
arrived at in Catalonia, has bea
concluded between the anarchis
unions (C.N.T.) and the U.G'I
(controlled by communists an
socialists).

The pact was celebrated in on
of the grandest mass mecting
the city ever had, The speaker
puinted out to the mass of work
ers the significance of this pact
the need of collaboration in viev
of the great danger of FFascis
victory and the important task
of facing th
country.

The 1dea of a pact, covenan
is an anarchist idea. That th
Spanish workers are reaching ou
for & united course of action vii
pacts, agreements, and  no
through the dictatorship of
single party, is in itself the bes
evidence of the deep intluence o

reconstruction

the libertarian 1deas.

WORKERS’

SOLIDARITY

IN FASCIST COUNTRIES

The Fascist governments of
Ttaly and Germany claim the full
support of the population for
their military adventures i
Spain. The latest news, however,
reaching us from those two
countries, tells of a strong un-
derlying movement of workers
in sympathy with the Spanish
fighters against Fascism.

Thus the Manchester Guardian
reprints a dispatch from the
Reuter Agency saying that in
spite of all the precautions taken
by the Itahan govermment a num-
ber of people succeed in stealing
thelr way to Spain in uvrder to
fight for the Spanish people.

The Solidaridad Obrera writes
that in various parts of Italy
money is collected by the popu-
lation for the Spanish United
Front. In spite of numerous
arrests of people suspected of
carrying on such activities, this
work of collecting money is go-
ing on with an unabated vigor.

In Germany, according to the

French press, the Gestapo re
cently uncovered a widely rami
fied organization for the collec
tion of money for Spain. Mone;
was collected in factories, office
and private houses, Not onh
factory workers were involved i1
this orgamezation, but a numbe
of people belonging to the mid
dle classes.

Desertions from the Germa
troops now stationed 11 Spah
are quite frequent. There wen
even cases of large scale deser
tions involving several hundred
people,

According to the correspond
cut uof the Moscow Pravda, th
morale of the Gernman soldier,
is not very high and great effort
are made to keep it isolated fron
the population.

Workers'
means dead,

solidarity 15 by m

The day will com
svon when il wil lassert its livin
the larttlebelds o

power on

Lurope,

SPANISH

WORKERS

SUCCEED IN RUNNING RAILWAYS

“The workrs now run the
railways and they do it quite
well considering the difficulties
of the war sitvation. A tre-
mendous job was done on organ-
izing the movement of freight
along the Mediterranean coast
and the front sector.

“The work of evacuating the

population from the war zon
was excellently done. The sup
plying of Madrid is done with
oul any noticeable hitches. . . .
. All that is done by worker
who had to work and study at th
same time the complicated prob
lems of railway transport.”
~—Pravda, Dec. 3rc
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free Socialism Immediate Goal of Spanish Workers

evolutionary
Policies Triumph
In Catalonia

Ihe outcome of the last polit-
1 crisis in Catalonia is repre-
ated by many, and especially

the Trotzkyite press, as the
I capitulation of the anarchists

the pressure exerted by the
ibined block of middle class
«l the unified Socialist-Com-
anist parties.

This opinion is mainly based
Lon the fact that the anarcho-
ndicalist confederation of labor
1 to yield on the guestion of

yther participation of the Semi-|

otzkyite faction (P. 0. U. M.}
the Supreme organ of Cata-
aia, And since this issue looms
ry big in the eyes of many, it
is thought that the forced con-

ssions on the part of the C. N..

came as a result of a general
cakening of its position.
The real situation, however,
altogether different.  The
iruggle revolved around much
ore important jssues than the
irticipation of the P.O.U. M.
. the Catalonian government.
nd it ;was upon those issues
.at, the combined anti-anarchist
jock suffered defeat. The C.
;. T. came out victorious in this
aive, having strengthened its
ositions in the Council on one
_and and on the other—having
reatly increased its standing
(Continued on page four)

ANARCHISTS MAP CO

URSE OF

REVOLUTION AT CONVENTION

The leading role of the Anar-
chist Federation of Iberia
(F.Al) in the Spanish revolu-
tion is now being recognized
even by the correspondents of
the bourgeois press. It has now
become the common knowledge
of everyone who is following the
Spanish events that the initiative
in the important revolutionary
policies rests with this organiza-
tion and the Confederation of
Labor (C.N.T.) with which it is
closely interlinked.

And because of this growing
role, the conferences and conven-

tions of the Anarchist Federa-

tions are beginning to take on the
character of great historic events.
The decisions of those confer-
ences chart a new course for the
Spanish revolution, clarify its
aims and open the wider per-
spectives temporarily obscured
by the compromises of the daily
struggle.

One of such great historic
gatherings was the convention of
the anarchist groups of Cata-
lonia which took place in Barce-
lona December 6th, More than
200 organizations were repre-
sented,  Discussions revolved
around the burning issues of the
day; the organization of the
army, of the economic life and
the entrance of the anarchists in-

SOVIET CONSUL IN BARCELONA
PRAISES ANARCHISTS

Official statements of diplo-
watic representatives are rarely
iaken at their face value. But
shere is something about the
tatement made by Antonov-
Jvseenko, the Soviet Consul in
iarcelona, in regard to the Cata-
lonian government which makes
.me forget its official origin. The
«tatement was made in an inter-
view given by the Soviet Consul
to the correspondent of the Man-
chester Guardian who asked him
several pointed questions as to
Russia’s role in the last Catalon-
ian crisis and its attitude to the
anarcho-syndicalist movement.

{An account of this interview
was given in the Manchester
Guardian of Dec. 22.)

The Consul, of course, denied
ihe well known fact of the inter-
ference of Soviet Government
in the internal politics of Cata-
lonia. But at the same time he
expressed greatest admiration
for the Catalan workers, espes
cially for the amarcho-syndical-
ists. (Ed. Note. This admira-

tion could be voiced by the
Soviet Consul through the medi-
um of a “bourgeois” paper. His
own paper, Pravda, studiously
avoids any reference to the
revolutionary work of the Cata-
lonian anarchists,, and we are
confident that Mr. “Antonov-
Ovseenko will not dare tell the
Russian workers of his admira-
tion for the anarchists.)

“The sobriety of the Catalan
workers surprised and gratified
the Soviet Consul no less than
their extreme common sense and
adaptation to realities, Recalling
that it had been necessary in
Petrograd in 1917 to flood the
cells of the palaces to prevent
drunkenness, Ovseenko related
his astopishment at visiting a
champagne factory outside Bar-
celona, which had not only been
raided but kept in the most per-
fect state by the workers' com-
mittees. (Ed. Note—This high
moral tone is the result of years
of anarchist education.)

(Continued on page three)

Anarchist Convention in Barcelona

to' the government,

Impottant speeches were de-
livered by conspicuous fg-
ures of the movement, Com-
rade Juanel spoke on the prob-
lem of war. He pointed out that
guerilla warfare is a hopelessly
outdated method and that with-
out a disciplined well-organized
army the war against Fascism
This also im-
plies the acceptance of a single
command and the subjection of
varipus units of the militia to
military orders of this unified
command.

cannot be won.

Santillan, the minister of econ-
omy in the new Catalonian cabi-
net, spoke on the entrance into
the government.

“] accept,” he said, “this idea
of working together with other
anti-Fascist forces in the Cata-
lonian and Central governments.

L[ am also for having representa-

tives in the Municipal Councils.
But this collaboration should not
make us forget our opposition to
the state and our negation of
private property in ail its forms.
We are working within the

(Continued on page three)
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ing to all corners of the English-speaking world the
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modern times.

The "SPANISH REVOLUTION" is
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proceeds of this dance to eliminate the financial

deficit,

Besides, you'll enjoy the “time of your life.”
will Feature some of the best entertainment in town.
band will keep you syncopating through the night.
And, of course,

will bs incomparable.
and comrades there. ..., .— — —

The midnight show
Vernon Andrade’s
The refreshments

you'll meet all your friends
....ALL for Only 40 cents.
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U. L. 0., 45 W. 17th Street, N. Y,
VANGUARD HALL, 22 W. 17th S, N. Y.
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United Front
Sabotaged in

Barcelona

During the last month, Bar-
celona experienced serious food
difficulties coming as a result of
a partial sea blockade and the
shutting off of the former sour-
ces of wheat suppiies. Catalonia
is an mdustrial state, and al-
though agriculture plays an im-
portant role in its economy, 1t
had to depend upon other parts
of Spain and foreign imports for
the supply of one of its import-
ant food staples.

It stands to reason that this
dependence was felt much more
keenly in Barcelona than in the
other parts of the State. The
sea forms an importamt line of
communication of this vast in-
dustrial city, and though the
Fascists are still far from being
able to carry out their threat to
cut this line, they did succeed,
by their piratical raids, to un-
dermine it to some extent. The
unfriendly policy of the French
government rendered more and
more difficult the task of import-
ing wheat through some process
of direct exchange of products.
And on the other hand, the vast
social upheaval shaking the life
of the villages contributed its
share to the aggravation of the
food problem,

Former Difficuities Overcome
by Anarchists

Those difficulties were felt
from the very beginning of the
revolution. But until recently
they were handled in a quite suc-
cessful manner by the food sup-
ply committee formed by the
unions and gradually merged
with the governmental agency of
the Catalonian Council. The
Committee was mainly in the

hands of the anarchists, and its
methods were characterized by
the revolutionary realism dis-
played by the Catalonian anar-
chists in other fields of activity.
Old trade connections were not
disrupted, but gradually integrat
ed intc the new apparatus.
Working through the industrial
unions of food and transport
workers on one hand and
through the peasant commuitices
and cooperatives on the other
hand, it succeeded in securing a
relatively steady flow of wheat
to the city.

It was relative, of course, to
the
fronts, the political strugyles

within the United Front and the

fluctuating  situations  on

(Continued on page three)
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““SPANISH WORKERS ARE

THEIR OWN LEADERS

More and more often we hear people ask the question: who
are the great leaders of the Spanish revolution, who are its key-
imen, its guiding brains; who charts its course and sces it safely
piloted through the terrific difficulties besetting its path?

And it sounds strange to all those people when we tell them

‘that the Spanish revolution does not have such dominant indi-

viduals and that it is none the worse for the lack of them. The
Spanish revolution has already met the test of the most trying
difficulties: it scored considerable victories and triumphs. The
leadership cult, which put its strongest impress upon the course of
the October revolution from its very first days is totally absent.
The world’s attention is not centered upon a few figures, like Lenin
and Trotsky, to the exclusion of the role of the great masses of
people who are the real movers of every great social upheaval.

There are no Lenins and Trotzkys in the Spanish revolution.
The workers and peasants of Spain are their own pilots, They
direct the revolutionary ship in the light of their own experience,
and judging by the results already obtained they have done a much
better job than providentially appointed leaders and saviors.

The Spanish revolution is not rushing precipitously into mili-
tary conununism, it does not tolerate any dangerous experinents
with the lives and destinies of millions of people. 1t does not
attempt to force upon the peasants a policy of grain requisibions
which was responsible for more bloodshed and economic chaos
than all the combined forces of domestic and foreign counter
revolutions.

A revolutionary army of the most modern kind has to be
improvised under the trying circumstances of constant defeats
and open intervention of Fascist powers. But that is being done
without swinging into the extreme of full abolition of any signs
of democracy within the army, of depriving it of any will of its
own, of turning it into a blind instrument of a single party.

The difficulties facing the Spanish revolution are in many
respects just as great as those against which the October revolu-
tion had to struggle nineteen years ago. They also had 1o be
met by skilful manoeuvring, by timely concessions and temporary
concessions. 1)id the Spanish revolution have to fall back upon
the fatuous Russian myth of a single man, like Lenin, possessing
the monopoly of revolutionary strategy and skill of clastic nia-
nouevring

The Spanish revolution is guided in its forward course by
the surest compass af human progress—and that is the collective
experience of the great masses of people. And revolutions are
safe where the channels for the free crystallization of such a free
expression are kept open. They are safe not only from external
danger, but from the still great danger of inner degeneration, of
losing its driving force, of becoming a footstool for an ambitious
climb to the position of a new oriental despot.

“The Spanith Revolution is more than a great hope. It
is already a living, indisputable reality. It is our revolution,
it belongs to the workers of all the world.”

—Pierre Besnard.

“We can say now with some degree of certainty that
when the present socinl transformation completes its first stage,
two thirds of Spain will be socialized in a form closely approach-
ing that of free communism.”

—Gaston Leval.

“This is not an ordinary civil war: it is a war of one class
against the other, If our enemies win, the totalitarian state will
crush the working masses. And everyone knows that with our
triumph classes will disappear in Spain.”

—Federica Monteseny.

““The anarchints of Spain are the only large group of
people in the world who still love liberty enough to struggle

and die for it.”
—Emma Goldman.
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COLLABORATION WITH MIDDLE CLASSES SLOWS
DOWN COURSE OF PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION

The policy of collaboration
with the organizations of ‘the
petty-bourgeoisie adopled by the
Catalonian anarchists under the
stress of a war situation proved
to be successful n 1ts major out-
lines, Not only was It effective
in averting the danger of Fas-
cist victory, but it also cenabled
the anarchists to draw in all the
neutral elements into the work of
social reconstruction. The Spun-
ish did not have 1o
fall back upon the worse forms
of terror in order to break the
resistance of a recalcitrant mid-
dle class,

revolution

But some price had to be paid
fur it. The pace of the vocial
revolution is being slowed down
on account of this collaboration.
Alien elements are forcing them-
selves inlo important positions
where they succeed at times in
lurning away the Revolution
{rum its purely proletarian goals.

The TFrench  magazine La
Newvoluiion Proletarienne of Dec,

25th (of revolutionary-syndical-
ist  orientation) dwells upon
some of the deviations suffered
by the Revolution as a result of
this necessary policy of collabor-
ation with the other sectors of
the anti-Fascist front.

“A yerilable campaign is now
carried on by the Cataloman or-
gan of the Unified Socialist-

Connnunist Party (“T'rebal’) and

by the party itself against col-
lectivization of industries. In
this matter they make use of the
bureaucratic element which grew
up as a result oi the application
of the decree on collectization.

What Led to Burcaucracy

“The growth of this bureau-
cracy is due to the Tact that rep-
resentatives of the Generalidad
(the Catalonian Stlate) were
made a part of the Councils of
Industry.  That was due to the
insistence of the party of Len
Republicans  which  carried its
point of not turning over the in-
dustries directly to the syndi-
cales, And it is because of that
suggestion that in the manage-
ment of socialized industries a
large place is' reserved to the
representatives of the State,

The participation finds its ex-
pression i placing an Cinter-
vener” in the socialized enter-
prises, thal is one who is sup-
posed to represent the interests
of the Catalonian State and who
is appointed by the Economic
Council after obtaining the con-
sent of the workers 1o it. On the
other hand the appointment of
the director of the socialized fac-
tory must be approved by the
Iiconomic Council, an institution
of a mixed character having
some of the elements of the State
m it.

“But the influence of the mid-

DAILY PRESS TO

BE CONTROLLED

BY REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS

One of our comrades who hap-
pened to visit ddarcelona about
two months ago wrote to us that
“it s strange to see Lhat in this
predominantly  anarchist  city
most of the daily papers are still
reactionary.”

The situation is, indeed, far
from normal, Tmmediately after
the revolution, many of the daily
papers passed into the hands of

and

journalists who happened o be

small groups of workers
employed by the fermer owner
But a

daily press is too ‘powerful an

of the daily at that time.

agency to be left i the hands of
gency

a few irresponsible  groups,
whose only concern is to hold on
to their jobs and to make the
paper g0 Their attitude is
the same as thal of the former
owner, with the difference, of
course, that they have to adapt
themselves to a revolutionary
reader.

B ois his problens that began
tu force itself upon the attention

of the Catalonian anarchists.
The daily organ of the anarcho-
syndicalist  Confederation  of

Labor, Selidaridad Obrera, deals

with this problem in a series of

powerful articles  presenting
great interest because of the su-
preme importance of the prob-

lem nf revidotionarv control of

The paper points out that just
as the revolution put an end to
the “freedom” exercised by the
organizing the
cconomic life for its own profit,
so must it also deal a decisive
Llow at that sham {reedom of
press which means in reality the
monopoly of powerful agencies
hy irvesponsible groups. A daily
paper belongs to the category of
means of production, like a fac-
tory or mineg, and tw leave it at
the disposal of groups that have
no revolutionary standing is to
shuw that the bourgeois concepts

hourgeoisie  in

of freedom still hold their sway.
The paper does not deny the
right of small groups united on
the basis of a certain idea to run
smaller publications, But dailies
must be placed at the disposal of
revolutionary  arganizations and
unions,
As in
social reorganization, the articles
of the Soliduridad Obrera fore-

many other ficlds of

shadow 4 new course o be soon
The

problem of revolutionary cuntrol

adopted by the revolution.

of the press will be solved somn
in accordance with the basic idea
ol a proletarian revolution,
which is not party monopoly of
the Russian style, but placing at
the disposal of all responsible
workers' organizations the pow-

erful means of moldine the nuh-

dbe class sector makes itself alsc
felt in the question of paying in-
demaities to the ex-owners of
socialized factories. (ld. note—
Additional information on thi
problem will be found M the ar
ticle from Solidarided Qbrert
which we reprint in this issue ol
the Spanish Revolution.)  Sudl
payments are provided for for
eign properties,  And as (o the
capital of the banks (saving:
banks and others), indemnifica
tion is recognized on principle
but the part of the value whicl
is 1o be recouped is 10 be fixec
later,
This is only u-Transitional Stag
“But it is clear that the Span-
ish proletariat has not yet saic
its last word in this ficld. He ha:
in his possession all the import.
ant factories of the State. Anc
in practice the representative:
of the State kaow tou well tha
it wouldrn't be too good for themn
to press their point against the
will of the workers. 1p many &
enterprise the State funclionary
dovs not dave show up at all.
“Altogether, it depends on the
ultimate course of the revolutior
whether the role of the bourgeoi:
state will keep on growing o
whether, on the contrary, tie
workers will retain the direc
managenent of the factories ex
clusively in the hands of then
industrial unions.”

A Letter from Spair

o You want te knote seme
thing about the life in Catalonia.
As you know, everyithung is col
lectivized with the e¥ception v
the petty trade which s kep
wnder control.

In the villayes collectivization
proceeds  in @ magnificen
fashion. [ visited some of then
and [ was amazed at their revo
lutionary achievements. [ wan
to stress here the point that col
lectivization in the villages is no
compulsory. The peasant wh
does not want lo join the col
lective recetves from the munici
pality (since the laud now be
longs to the laiter} a pece o
land sufficiently large to enadl
himt to cultivate it with the hel
of his fumily.

The differentiation in the scal
of wages is quite small: ¢ worke
recetwes from 300 to 400 pescta
o wmonth, and an engineer fron,

400 to 500,

It s wonderful, perliups to
nasch so, for we muy risk lusin
our technicians,

Soctal fife has been change,
to its wvery depths. [T {5 [N
DEED A REVOLUTION O

THE KIND WHICH THI
WORLD HAS NOT SEEA
UNTIL NOIW.

The situation is yelting longh
[ dow’t have any illusions abou
the fact that this terrible wa
may even reach Barcelona. Bu
I am an optimist just the same
one cannot help being one whil

freine an Catalonia



WORKERS UNIONS ORGANIZE
TEXTILE INDUSTRY

The C.N.T. and the U.G.T.
cided on the following points
i a general meeting in the
lympia Theatre:
(1) Complete agreement on
¢ collectivization of the entire
<tile industry of Catalonia.
(2) The Committee in charge
proceed immediately with the
cation of a general council for
s industry, according to Ar-
le 25 of the decree dealing
ith collectivization, issued by
¢ Generalidad. .
While the General Council of
~ textile industry does not pos-
s yet the information neces-
ry to regulate production,
1ces and quality, the owners of
« » plants will carry on individu-
Ay with their agents who re-
tin in the country but,all mat-
+s connected with exports must
arranged through the General
wincil. The distribution of raw
iterials must be centralized at
wce and unified scale of prices
ed.
{3} A general bank for the
tile industry, where all the
rrations of this industry—col-
tivized or not—are centralized
ist be created as soon as pos-
le by the General Council.
{4) The committee in charge
esges the need of the election
delegations from the various
tricts or industrial zones.
ese delegations should serve
links between the General
uncil and the various indus-
‘8.
(5) As soon as the bank is
ablished, the councils of the
rious enterprises will take over
. technical, industrial and ad-
nistrative functions within the
mework of the general plan

as designed by the General Coun-
al until total collectivization is
established. All operations of an
economic  or  financial  nature
(wages, payments, etc.}, must be
trancacted through the bank. All
such payments will be central-
ired

(6) From now on, none of
the councils of the various enter-
prises can modify or increase
wages, working-hours or work-
ing conditions. 'The capital of
the enterprises will be considered
the property of the collectivized
textile industries and cannot
therefore be used in the interest
of individual enterprises.

(7} The unions must carry
out these resolutions according
to the decree and establish co-
operation between the Council of
the Generalidad and our aims.

(8) The General Council
must study the situation and fix
the definite form in which the
collectivization will be made
practical.  An assembly of the
workers’ delegates will be called
for the purpose of putting this
plan into immediate operation.

Those who are fighting at the
fromt can rest assured that the

JC.N.T.—~the genuine expression

of revolutionary will and prac-
tical loyalty to the ideas of pro-
letarian unity—will never sepa-
rate economic reconstruction in
the sense of socialism and prog-
ress from war against Fascism
and reaction. Qur strength lies
in the syndicates and our love of
liberty! These two factors are
destined to create a new Cata-
fonia, a great Spain and a new
and hetler society.

{From the Bulletin of

the CN.T. and F.AL)

Soviet Consul Praises Anarchists

(Continued from page one)
'The anarchist movement,” the
viet representative  stated,
as obviously rooted in the
talan working class, hut its
st representatives were aston-
ingly able to realize the needs
the present situation . . . Their
ength is unparalleled in the
wrchist movement in any other
antry. Despite certain fana-
isms  (to  Anton-Ovseenko,
- ex-revolutionist, an ex-mem-
; of the Communist opposi-
n who renounced his most
~rished views for the sake of
diplomatic career, revolution-

convictions of any kind seem
w fantastic—Ed. note.), the
sical worker in the CN.T. was
wfly interested in working un-
. decent conditions, and for
i reason would fight to death
iinst Fascism,

‘... For these reasons Russia
dd not but look sympathetic-
v wpon the Catalan workers
vement. It certainly has no
‘ntion  of  Areventing  their
rking out of their vwn salva-
9 in the manner most suited
their national characteristics.”
us far the statement of the
viel Consul as to the "neutral-
" of the Sovict Government is
r altogether borne out by facts.
o Soviet government 15 inter-
ing in Catalonia as in the

other parts of Spain. Tt is rally-
ing around the small and for-
merly insignificant Communist
Party all the conservative ele-
ments of the anti-Fascist block
who are opposed to the immedi-
ate struggle for socialism.

“The Consul has no doubt that
the Catalan workers are capable
of reconstructing the wrecked in-
dustries, their unaided work in
the harbor and factories showing
that they are capable of running
industry themselves. He was im-
pressed with the fact that the
political crisis in Catalonia had
heen resolved in two days with
the minimum of disturbance.
(ILd. Note—The Consul forgets
to add that this was mainly due
to the overwhelming sense of
responsibility displayed by the
C.N.T. during this crisis.)

But the possibility is there
that the obstinate facts of the
Spanish revolution are beginning
to teach some lessons to the
Soviet government, And is the
realization of the deeply rooted
character of the Spanish anar-
chist movement, which struck so
much the Soviet representative in
Barcelona, the result of one of
those lessons?

READ AND SPREAD
the
“SPANISH REVOLUTION”

ANARCHISTS MAP COURSE OF
REVOLUTION AT THEIR CONVENTION

(Continued from page one)

government because of the exi-
gencies of a war situation and
not in virtue of a principle or a
norm.”

The convention adopted the
following important decisions
which clearly defined the anar-
chist position toward the revolu-
tionary actualities of the present
struggle,

(1) The F.AL reaffirms in
thought and action, its negative
allitude toward the &fate and
capitalism.

(2) The F.AX. proposes that

the problems of the revolution
be solved on tlie basis of equaiity
and solidarity., The economic
means must be equalized and the
social wealth must be utilized for
the benefit of all.

{(3) The anarchist groups
niust devote their energy to per-
suade the workers of the neces-
sity of applying the principle of
selection to production, That is,
production must be centered in
profitable enterprises and the rest
shouid be eliminated.

(4)

press the parasitic bureaucracy

Il is necessary to sup-
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which has grown considerably in
the shops, factories, municipal
and the stale organs.

(5) The organization of eco-
nomic life. should be in the
hands of the Industrial Unions
and the Municipal Councils
(communes), avoiding all par-
tial collectivizations which fully
negate the spirit of socialization.

(6) The socialization of the
production must be completed by
a socialist form of distribution
leading to the abolition of specu-
lation which oaly perpetuates the

state of economic inequality.

UNITED FRONT SABOTAGED IN BARCELONA

(Continued from page one)

attitude of the foreign govern-
ments. All that kept on changing
—and the result was an occa-
sional crisis in the supply of
food. One of such hitches coin-
cided with the last political crisis
in Catalonia which resulted in
the taking over of the food sup-
ply commissariat by the U.G.T.
{ The trade union body controtled
by socialists and chmmunists.)

New Administration Sabotages

Hork

1t resulted, however in more
than a change of administration.
Somedmw the food crisis began
to take on Lhreatening propor-
tions upon the assumption of
office by the communist politi-
cians. And il did not take much
time for the Barvcelona workers
to find out that the major part in
this aggravation of the food
problem was played by the new
achmmistration, which instead of
bending its efforts Lo solve the
crisis as it was done formerly,
hegan to use it as a political
weapon against the anarchists.

The story of this open sabo-
tage of the revolution on the
part of tlhose who have been the
loudest in advocating a united
front sounds almest incredible,
but it is well authenticated in
the manifesto issued by the fed-

of C.N.T,.
of Darcelona.

eration unions and

anarchist unions
The manifesto is very restrained
in its lanpuage but it is crammed
with facts of the most startling
nature. It is reprinted in the
Spanish Bulletin of the C.N.T.
and F.ATL (No. 140, Dec. 28,
1936).

its most outstanding points, sup-

We are presenting here

plementing it by the additional
information given by the Sofi-
daridad Obrero (anarchist daily
in Barcclona).

Inciting Population Against
Anarchists

The new adininistration knew
that food supplies were on the
way to Barcelona, that within a
short time the crisis would be
greatly alleviated. Nevertheless,
it hegan 1o spread panicky rum-
ors among the population, at first
hy veiled insinuations and then
by open statements of the res-
ponsible people in this committee,
all tending to show that the
shortage of supplies is of a lasi-
ing nature as a result of the an-
archist policy.

This was followed by a more
provocative policy of inciting
the population against the an-
chists.  When a delegation of
women presented itself to one of
the councilors of this commitiee,
asking for an energetic policy of
provisioning food for the city,
his answer was that the CN.T.
is in the way of such a policy,
since it cannot be dis-
lodged  from its  power, the
women have 1o go out and get

and

fond where they can,

And
declaration was followed by as-

strangely  enough,  thas
saults upon bakeries which were
left quite unprotected by those
very people who shout them-
selves hoarse about the necessity
of “discipline” and a “strong
government.”  How is it, this

manifesto asks, that the food
supply council which had all the
police at its disposal did not
make the shightest effort to pro-

tect the bakeries?

There
more alarming from the point of
Dis-

turbances were artificially stim-

was somecthing  even

view of proletarian unity.

ulated, manifestations bearing all
the marks of skilful direction by

some  outside  agency, were

A new book of great importance will be soon ready for
print. The name of the book is “AFTER THE REVOLUTION,

WHAT.”

Its author is Diego-De-Santillan, the former editor

of the anarchist daily in Buenos-Aires, “La Prolesta,” and now
the minister of economy in the Catalonian cabinet.

The book deals with the problems of the transitional
period. The translation is being done by the well known writer

Max Nomad.

THE PRICE IS ONE DOLLAR IF ORDERED RIGHT

NOW,

Avail yourself of this temporary rebate. Send your orders
to LIBERTARIAN PUBLISHERS, 45 W. 17th Street, New

York, N. Y.

directed against the anarchists.
Why were most of the placards
borne by the demonstrators
political in their nature, asks the
manifesto, and who took all the
preliminary trouble of providing
them in time with such placards?

This campaign was directed not
only against the anarchists but
also against the local defense
committees which were and are
the bulwark of the popular revo-
lution in Catalonia. And at the
same time attempts are made to
eliminate the industrial unions
of food and transport workers
from taking part in the work of
the Council of food supply, as
a result of which the latter be-
gan to take on the character of
a bureaucratic institution. Train-
loads of food awaiting shipment
to the city were stalled because
of the bureaucratic methods in-
troduced by the new adminis-
traiion.

Anarchists Give Warmng

The purpose behind those
moves on the part of the socialis:
and comnunist  politicians 1
clear.  As the manifesto states
it, “a systematic attetnpt is made
to foment a state of discontent
with the anarchists in order to
break away the people from the
most powerful force of the pro-
letarian revolution. The last
political crisis was created in
order to eliminate a revolution-
ary party (the P.O.UM.} which
has quile a following among the
Catalonian workers. Similar in-
tentions in regard to the C.N.T.
are harbored by these who are
back of the last campaign of in-

sinuations.”
The manifesto ends with a
warning to all those elements,

pointing out that the anarchisms
are willnig to sacrifice a great
deal for the sake of a united
front but that there are limits
beyond which they do net intend
to go. It demands that all this
campaign be stopped mmmediitely
and that any attempts to disrupt
proletarian unity by making use
of the office of the Catalon'an
government be punished wiih all
the severity demanded by the

revolutionary period.

Barcelona is now the center
of the world revolution.

—-Sebasttan Faure.
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EXPROPRIATION ON BASIS OF
REVOLUTIONARY EQUITY

Timidity in Disguise
Despite the former agreement
made by the workers concerning
the confiscation of large indus-
tries without indemnity — with
the exception of foreign proper-
ties—there are certain timid in-
dividuals who are depressed by
the resolution that opened the
channels for a new economy.
Those who wish to compromise
on former decisions lack the
audacity necessary for defend-
ing the revolution; to write ar-
ticles, address mass meetings
and preach theories was much
easier for them than actually to
put revolutionary ideas into prac-
tice,

Chaos Checked by Revolution
And since those that say it do
not want to lose their standing
with the people by altogether
denying the necessity of going on
with the revolution, they simply
present it as something that can
be put off until the war is won.

All those people do not realize
that the bourgeois economic 8ys-
tem has definitely collapsed on
July 19 and that it is being rap-
idly supplanted by a proletarian
economy. They do not under-
stand that it is in order to pre-

rapidly build up a new economic
system by applying our revolu-
tionary principles to the solution
of the daily problems. And it is
this work that is making some-
thing unique out of our revolu-
tion, something which is drawing
to itself the attention of the
whole world.

The document signed by the
CN.T. and the U.GT. last
October 22, contained the funda-
mental basis for a new economy.
The elementary mission of work-
ers’ organizations in the industri-
al field is ended. The capitalist
means of production have passed
into the hands of the proletariat,
and the large industries and
enterprises will remain collectiv-

vent any chaos that we must

izod  Now the symdicates must
initiate and undertake to carry
out the direction of all produc-
tive elements in the collectivity.
No Indemnity for Large Owners

The second clause of the his-
toric document clearly states that
the collectivization of large in-
dustries and enterprises shall be
effected without indemnification.
The transfer of this class of
property to the collectivity is a
natural procedure in the course
of the revelution. The bour-
geoisie had in its hands the
wealth which belongs to society.
There can be no discussion now

about paying indemnities. One
point remains to be clarified,
however, which was dealt with
at the end of the second clause;
the case of collectivization of
some sectors of small industries.

Equity in Dealing with Small
Owner

In cases dealing with small in-
dustries belonging to Fascist
elements of the bourgeoisie, col-
lectivization will be carried out
with no indemnities. In other
cases indemnity will be paid and
all means of production will be
transfered to society. The
agveement was clear and deter-
mined on the question of com-
pensation, It assures compensa-
ton to individuals whose prop-
erty has been expropriated; i
establishes means for them to
make their personal and profes-
sional contribution to the indus
cries in the hands of the com-
munity, and enables the utiliza-
tion of their intelligence and
knowledge for the development
of the industry. Persons who
make those contributions will be
sufficiently compensated and

their activitics will increase the

welfare and benefits of the com-
munity and the revolution.

Dec. 25th.

From Solidaridad Obrera,

REVOLUTIONARY POLICIES TRIUMPH IN CATALONIA

(Continued from page one)

with the masses of Catalonian
workers as a result of its digni-
fied and uncompromising revolu-
tionary policy.

The real issues were outlined
in a declaration made by the sec-
retary of the Unified Socialist-
Communist Party, Juan Comcr-
era. (It was published in full
in the French daily Le Temps,
Dec. 15th.)

Attempts to Check Revolution

The oustanding points of this
document were the demands for
“a strong government,” for call-
ing a halt to the further course
of revolutionary reconstruction.
“The Council,” said the docu-
ment, “should center its atten-
tion exclusively upon the task of
organizing the war and leave
aside the problem of the further
organization of society.”

And as one of the means of
organizing such a strong govern-
ment, the document demanded
the suppression of the Commit-
tee of Safety (that is an organ
created by the revolution, en-
abling the workers to keep a
vigilant eye on the old police
apparatus) and the concentra-
tiofi of the supreme guidance of

war matters in the hands of .a
special bureaucratic body respon-
sible to the Council only and not
to the workers’ organizations
which constitute an integral part
of the Secretariat of defense.

It is when we take into con-
sideration these issues, which
hardly figured in the reports of
the general press, that we can see
to what extent the anarchists
succeeded in blocking this con-
certed move against the revolu-
tion. The demand for the ex-
clusive concentration upon the
carrying on of the war was met
with a more intensified drive to
deepén the revolution. The basic
idea that war and revolution are
inseparable and that both must
be pursued simultaneously was
given greater precision and clar-
ity. It was embodied tn the im-
portant resolutions of the An-
archist Federation and the local
syndicates and was concretized
in a number of decisions affect-
ing the basic problems of eco-
nomic life, such as socialization
of the distributive mechanism,
collectivization of land and
strengthening the role of the syn-
dicates in the management of in-
dustries,

Nor was the C.N.T. taken in
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by the talk about the need of 2
“strong government.” It did not
even have to strain ils ears to
catch the familiar overtones of
the Russian tune in it. Some
papers of the anti-anarchist bloc
were bold enough to interpret
this slogan in the sense of a
“need for a dictatorial body.”
(The Solidaridad Obrera” does
not mention the name of the
paper, but judging by the style
and tone of this interpretative
statement, it must have come
from the organ of the Unified
Socialist-Communist Party.)

The political crisis resulted in
a somewhat changed composition
of the Council. But the powers
of the latter were not broadened
at the expense of the local or-
ganizations, Committees of De-
fense, syndicates and municipali-
ties, as was demanded by the
communists and socialists. The
Committee of Safety was not
dissolved, and the management
of mnational defense was not
turned over to a special bureau-
cratic body which by obtaining
the control of the new army in
the making would thereby be-
come the arbiter of the destinies

of the Revolution.

To most North Americans,
until recently, Barcelona was
just amother town in Spain.
Today it is the cockpit of
Europe and the dynamo of a
revolution which will change
the history of the world.

—Toronto Star.
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REVOLUTION BUILDS
WHILE FIGHTING %

While the canncns are thun-
dering at the fronts of the civil
war, the workers of the two
central unions — the anarcho-
syndicalist unions of the C.N.T.
and the socialist U.G.T.—have
come to a consfructive agree-
ment with regard to collectiviza-
tion in Catalonia.

At an assembly in Barcelona,
the representatives of the C.N.T.
and U.G.T. agreed to procede
upon a collectivized system of
the textile industry of Catalonia,
introducing an economic reor-
ganization for maximum efficien-
cy. In this way, a high standard
is to be maintained and the out-
put will correspond with the re-
quirements of the national mar-
ket. The ultimate aim of this

project, with s possitiebey ef
producing on a much larger scale
than heretofore, is to open a field
of exportation in the east, and 10
meet the needs of the KRussian
and South American market.
The plan is to create textures of
the type generally required in the
above-mentioned countries, at the
same time perfecting the mills in
order to make a finer yarn with
a better finish. Catalonia will try
to reach the same standard in
perfection of quality as that of
the British manufacturers. This
will be anether great progressive
step which collectivization has
brought to industry, and will
mean a rebirth of industrial

5

activity of great importance. In :
Catalonia, more than 300,000 -
persons will put their brains and
physical ability at the service of
the new collectivized textie -7
business, ;

8

AR

Municipalization of Houses
Planned

Industry is not the only activ-
ity to benefit by collectivization.
A decree has been passed an °
nouncing the municipalization of ‘
dwellings in Barcelona. This :
matter has been in discussion for :
some time, and the entire pops- |
lation of the city has been im: ;
patiently waiting the final ded-
sion. Dwellings cannot be left
in the control of private enter-
prise, as this is one of the most
marked characteristics of the
capitalisg regiare.  The old cup
italist reguue was overthrown
once and for all in July, and
now, under worker control, its
influence in the running of pub-
lic and private life is being re-
placed by measures fitted to the
new organization. The present
civil war is a war against capit-
alism and all its ways, and is one
with the revolution, The war
and the revolution are insepar-
able, and must go hand in hand
if the struggle at the front is to
fight for the ideas which the
workers are putting into practice
behind the lines,

(From the Official Bulletin of

the Catalonian Generahdad.)
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The International  Drigades
have already inserted a glorious
page in the history of the Span-
ish revolution. They came in the
most critical hour of the Spanish
struggle and together with the
vanguard of the revolutionary
militia -— the .anarchist columns
under the command of Durruit
—they fought their heroic battle
to 'save Madrid from what
seemed then an unavoidable
seizure.

The rank and file of those Bri-
gades consist of ardent anti-
Fascists whose primary concern
is to prevent the international
reaction from scoring another
decisive victory. But certain
political groups now active in the
organization of some of those
International Brigades are guid-
ed by motives of a much inferior
nature. Some light on those
motives is shed by the exposures
made in the French angrehist
weekly Libertaire (January 1)
by one of the members of the
International fighting units, an
ex-member of the German Com-
munist Party, and now an an-
archist by convictions. The paper
vouches for the authenticity of
his report, undertaking to cor-
roborate his statement by other
facts if any doubts upon his
veracity are cast by anyone.

“When we came to France”
this comrade relates, ‘‘we went
to the Committee in charge of

POLITICIANS AT WORK IN THE
INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE

this formation. Before the regis-
tration began we were addressed
by one of the men in charge of
it who told us: ‘you, comrades,
are warned that you go to Spain
to fight for democracy. There
the question is not that of estab-
lishing socialism. The Spaniards
are a backward people. They
will not understand if we tell
them that we are to fight for a
socialist Spain. You know thal
the anarchists began to socialize
in Catalonia, that is they confs
cated the property of poor peas-
ants and of every small store
keeper, and now they have the
people against them.’

“Later op we were addresse
by an official speaker of the Com
munist Party who told us that w
shall have to pass Catalonia o1
our way to the battle front. The
anarchists—he said—will try tt
win you over to their side. Bu
you are going to Spain in orde:
to fight and not to wallow in th
barracks like the anarchists do
The anarchists, he said, do no
attack the Fascists, but wai
until they are attacked. Fortun
ately they cannot attract ou
comrades, but in the rare case
where they did succeed in doin;
so, they did not furnish th
groups with any arms, as a resul
of which the groups that wen
to work with the anarchists ar

stitl rusting away in the bar
racks.”

WORKERS OF AMERICA !

PROTEST EMBARGO ON

SHIPRMENT OF ARMS TO SPAIN,



