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The Anarchist Conference

ence which was held September
11th and 12th, at Croton-on-
Hudson, N. Y., reports as follows:

TH'E Second Anarchist Cenfer-

FIRST SESSION—3 P. M

The Confercnce was opened by the
secretary of the Conference Committees,
Anna L. Sesnovsky.

Comrade Blecher elected chairman
of the first session.

Comrades Fanny Luchakevsky and
Vera Hpinert were elected seeretaries
for the Conference.

OEDER OF BUSINESS
Present Status of the Anmarchist Movement

Hippolyte Havel opened the discus-
gion briefly.

Esxpressed the opinion that Anar-
chizm has not been made to appear at-
tractive enongh to the average work-
ingman; that it is difficult to apply the
philosophy of Anarchism to every-day
life and that we should seck woys and
means of approaching the youth and
the workers of this country with a more
eoncrete method of working out pres-
ent-day diffculties. In making such an
approach the sentiments must he ap-
pealed to. Advertising methods should
never be ours, but a more fundamen-
tally educationnl program should be
adhered to.

General discussion followed.

Bose Pesotta outlined the reasons
for the Anarchist movement being lack-
ing in mumbers. Many people were
sudly disappointed at the results of the
Russian Revolution and have torned
from the movement to other fields of
endeavor, The Anarchist movement is
the only one today that offers anything
worth while to the worker.

Thscussion  follewed by Comrade
Blecher:

The proper means of arganization
for us to follow out mew should be
towards Syndicalism. By this means
the worker could be shown that Annr-
chism is not only a beautiful theory as
is commonly supposed, but & practical
and workable one.

Comrade Abe Winokour: Strongly
feels the mecessity for industrial or-
ganization, the only practical menns of
carrying out our propaganda. This
iden should be fostered without eom-
promise, so that the ideal of cur phil-
osophy remains clear,

Comrade Kulick: An able talk out-
lining the necessity of teaching Anar-
chism in n comprehensive way. Aner-
chists who have studied philosephy for
many years do not seem te be able to
clearly present their ideas, resulting in
a failure to increase our renks. We
ghould take a definite and wneomprom-

ising stand against wor, against the
gtate and fight on the basis of organ-
ization. Dlesired results may be ob-
tained by dircct contact with the
worker in the shops.

Comrade Anne Sosnovsky: Believes
that past failures of the Anmarchist
movement was caused from lack of or-
ganization and too much reliance on
the appeal to sentiment. Past methods
of applying our propaganda must give
way to new ways and means, if we are
to reach the worker and have him ac-
cept our ideals.

Comrade Sh. Marcuz: Lack of toler-
ance has been one of our faults. Syn-
diealism cannot be locked upon as a
panacen. It has failed in Europe. The
only thing for us to do is to apply eur
theary to life and live our ideals as
Anarchists,

End of first session. ddjourned until
LT

SECOND SE3SION
Ahe Winokour elected chairman.
Momination of resolutions commit-
tee. Hawvel, Riceo, Kulick, Rose Pesotta
and Blecher were elected.

ORDER OF BUEINESS

Anarchist Position in the Labor Movement.
What Wa Want It Te Be.

Dhiscussion opened by Rices.

“Always in favor of Anarchists par-
ticipating in the lnbor movement.
There are many workers who are in-
terested in the philosophy of Anar-
chism. We should never accept gratui-
ties or salary-paying positions in the
labor unions, Our work in the unions
should be purely to broadcast the
philesophy of Anarchism.”

Havel took up the diseussion:

The American labor movement was
started mainly by Anarchists. Today
the American working man has a capi-
tulistic mind, because of higher and
{greater) possibilities of having an
easier life here

When officin] duties are accepted in
the trade unions certain social respon-
sibilitics go with them.

Anarchism i & Reman  problem.
How shall we go into the unions? As
our comrades did in Europe? . . .

All our pathfinders went among the
WOTKETS.

Comrade Kirtzman:

If we wish to do anything aloeng
organization lines in the lubor move
ment, we must not try te stay on the
gafe side and lot others take the initia-
tive, Cites the American A, F. of L. s
being in existence whether we like them
or not. Why should we think Com-
munist tactics in the trade unions arce
so successful, If we went into the shops
in a_mpocleus with a proposition aof

shorter hours and higher wnges, we
would get a large following too. An-
archists are the most responsible
people in the trade unions today and
if they see things to be done they do
them. The trade umions as they are
today have to be improved. Let us not
propose things we cannot bring about.
If we nccept responsibilities we will get
the following we desire,

Comrade Hose Pesotta:

Makes o distinetion between Euro-
pean and American workers. In Eu-
rope they have a steady proletariat
while here we have shifting classes. The
social forces are different here than in
other countries, Today the Inber move-
ment iz stagnant. Our ides i3 to cre-
nte a new society. However, we become
lost when we take on the grievances of
the trade unions, when we bargain with
the hosses. We get too close & perspec-
tive and are mot sble to take the
broader view, The Anarchist mevement
is counting on quulity and not gquantity
and if Ansrchists are not too skeptical
and will kesep in mind daily that cur
contact with the worker should be edu-
cational the way will be easier.

Comrade Becky:

Thinks we should take official posi-
tiens in the unions if mecessary in or-
ganization work, but always refrein
from becoming petty and corrupt ms
other officials have. To prevent this,
a good plan would be to organize our-
selves, so that every Anarchist work-
ing in the labor movement would be
obligated to an Anarchist grotp.

Comrade Sam Hartman:

Without organization we will never
be able to carry on. . . .We shouold
carry our Anarcho-Syndicalist opin-
ions with us in the labor movement.
We deny the use of a powerful weapon
when we refuse paid jobs. How can one
who has inspired Annrchism refuse a
position (official) in the union. Revo-
lutionary Syndicalism should be kept
in mind. The Communists will be de-
feated. They came into power throngh
falschoods and false promises. They
do not believe in the Shop Steward Sys-
tem, but used it te get into power as
well as other such methods. If we as
Annrchists cannot use different metheds
we fail. Ewvery individoal Anarchist
in the union or in the shops cannot be
told what to de by the unions but must
earry out individually our idea. Unions
based on the Syndicalist idea are much
better than “boring from within” Does
not fear accepting paid positiens.

Comrade M. Metling:

Our Conference iz most Tmportant
this year beeause of forces from above,
namely, A. F. of L. and Communist
Party., They are gaining an influence
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upon the masses. The present organ-
izations are entirely corruopted We
eannot bring direct philosophy of An-
archism before the trode union meet-
ings. It is not important to gain paid
positions in unions, We should keep all
our agreements and cATTY on our
propaganda as best we can.

Comrade M. White:

Is very much against Anarchists ac-
cepting paid offices in unions but favors
method of “boring from within.™

Comrade A. Blecher:

Anarchist position in the trade
union movement in gemeral. We all
seem to be in favor of participating in
the trade unions. Amarchism stands
for ahelition of property and opposes
exploitation. These things should be
taught workers, Anarchists are no
longer inspired with the words of Pat-
rick Henry when he said, “Give me lib-
erty or give me death.” Our guestion
s not whether we should participate in
union problems alone, but is muech hig-
ger than that. We cannot rum along
as the A. F. of L. but must be more
educational. We do not want com-
promises in order to gain power. The
Amalgamated has earried on o magni-
ficent propagends but they have made
the mistake of trying to establish
friendly relations between the worker
and the capitalist. Ours should not be
a guestion of tactics or methods in the
trade unions. We do not want paid
positions nor privileges. Cur respon-

sibility is a higher one. There can be

no peace while exploitation goes on,
We should agitate for our idens and
aims of Anarchism in the unions. Our
faith is in the working class and in our
idenls and not in individuals. We can-
not compromize with the Socislists or
the trade unions, we must not make that
mistake if we want any basis in the
trade unlon movement,
Comrade Sasha Hulick:

We find Anarchists in the laber
movement who have opportunistic ten-
dencies and who are prome to nccept
positions as officials in the unions.
They have become corrupt Lke the
others. Workers' Councils should offi-
ciate in the unions, having meetings
from each craft and shop. Shop com-
mittees are necessary. The Anarchista
are primarily class-conscions and mot
opportumstic. A self-dominant con-
sciousness should be curs. Shop dele-
gates should be the foundation of an-
archistic work in the unions. We must
not centralize the movement, it must be
controlled by the workers.

This sesvion odjowrned wnid fen
o'clock Sundoy, 4. M., September 12th.

TO THE READERS
pot fail to notify ws of the
of your address. The paper n

Do
change
mailed regularty to all subscribers.

THIRD SESSION
M. Ricco neminated chairman.

i CEDERE OF RUSINESS
Baports of Activities, Fress, and Ways and
Means of Propagands

Delegates of different groups present
are: Hoad to Freedom group, Abe
Blecher and L. Keyser; Erie, Pa., in-
dividual group represented -by Lilly;
International Amnarchist group hy
Hiceo, Jennie Baer nnd Vera Hainert.
Letters were read from groups unable
to participate, including Polish group,
Youngstewn, Ohio; Cultura Obrera
Libertarian group, Los Angeles, Cal.
Reporta were given.

Jennie Baer on The International
Anarchist Group of New York: Among
our activities are the interesting dis-
cussions, started by English langusge-
speaking eomrades, These have been
very effective in helping us to express
our idens in the English langnage and
should be continul. We have had eon-
certs ench month last winter, a sue-
cessful ball, and many dinners. As we
could not carry on this work during
the summer months we decided to carry
on our educational work through the
medium of this Camp, You see here the
fruits of our idea. Our work here this
summer has been delightful and from
an edocationa] peint of view & happy
thought. Many have become interested
in our ideals who had npever been
reached before.-For the activities of
the coming winter months we have
rented a good center where we expect
to enlarge our activities considerably,

L. Keyser (Stelton group):

Not prepared to talk on all our ae-
tivitiea. We have a small community
eomposed mostly of comrades, but are
not able to hold large mass mestings
as they do in New York, so are mot
able to do any extensive work. How-
ever, without any interruption our
colony haz continued propagadds
along constructive lines. Tme Roan o
Fzeenom was born in Stelton. Most of
our financial assistance to papers has
been given to Roap 1o Faeenom, by
preference. We have other responsi-
bilities, our Modern School, the Passaic
strike children and many others. House
to house collection and money raised
for the Roap o Freenom amounted to
$300.00. The Road to Freedom has
bren very active in assisting Stelton
comrades in taking care of about twen-
ty children of the Passaic strikers,

M. Ricco (International Amnarchist
group)

Our campaign to assist our comrades
Saceco and Vanretti has been constant-
Iy carried on and has worked in comn-
junction with the national committes
for this work.

Comrade Busta:

Has been active for the past seven
years in teaching the Ferrer ideals in

& Sunday school conducted by him in
Yorkville, N. ¥. His pupils are chil-
dren, he believes all hope lies with them.
After thiz school in Yorkville was
started it grew rapidly to an attend-
ance of about 300 children. There was
seme  disagreement nmong comrades
and a split which envsed him to go else-
where with his idea, Had a school of
this type in the Bronx, Passnic and in
Brunswick., Later the Yorkville people
asked him to return and assist jn re-
building the school which had fallen
down in attendance. It is his idea that
we should take up thiz line of proctical
prepaganda  instead of diseussing
theory.

Rose Pesolta reports on sctivities
of the cump:

The idea of a comp was proposed
and diseussed lost winter by the Inter-
national Anarchist Group. It was de-
euled on ns a valuable means of carry-
ing on our propaganda during the
summer months, Comrades voluntesred
their own salaries and even borrowed
money to start the camp. We have
carried on here for three months with-
out a stop. People were asked to come
here and deliver lectures on differcot
philosophies. The subjects were of in-
terest to all, and included literaturs,
economics, and the labor movement in
all its phases. Symposioms on the dif-
ferent philosophies were held, sympo-
siums on the Anarchist movement, ete.
They were most successful, as we drew
people wha were never before interested,
This group would like to continue the
work next summer, with perhaps the
co-pperation of other groups, om a
much larger scale. We urge that this
work be attempted in other parts of the

conntry.

Comrade White, (Libertarian Group
of Loz Angeles) :

Small but very active, mostly Eng-
lish-speaking. Jos. Spivak the most ac-
tive comrade. Have sold many hun-
dreds of copies of Emma Goldman’s
patuphlets. Their main idea and pur-
pose was to epread the Roan to Free-
Do, get subscriptions and sell copies.
Sold about 75 eepies every month
Thinks there is a field for this work and
is not diseournged.

Comrade Holtz reports on the differ-
ent groups in Los Angeles:

Says there are three netive Anarchist
groups there, the Kropotkin Group in
the largest (about 63 members). Lately
there has been a split from this group.
Many of the active members in all the
groups are Jewish, Hard to get soli-
darity. Knows Anarchizm, which means
harmony and wishes te hear how things
are done in Stelton.

Comrade Blecher answered:,

If there is any disharmony in Stel-
ton it is not based upon the Anarchist
philosophy, but on the different con-
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mtions of child-education and how the
should be run

. The reports were accepted.
r . Press Reports
_Comrmde Havel:

., Buggests we elect o general corres-

ing secretary to get in touch with
other parts of the country. Financial
reports are at present not very encour-
ing. There is difficulty in getting out
a bi-monthly. The paper should either
function as a weekly or monthly. If it
functions s & weekly the office must
move to New York City. Too much
should not be depended upon from one
man. It is not necessary to concentrate
on the nctivities in ome center alone
bat the seope should be widened. Open
for suggestions on editorial policy.

Comrade Sasha Kulick:

We have the guestion of organiza-
tion before us. Hoad to Freedom
groups were erganized in Chicage, Bos-
ten and other citics and then neglected.
There must be some agreement on the
work. There is no unien among Epg-
lish-speaking Anarchists. Should be
standing committee to carry on our
work thronghout the country. Should
have & general secretary.

Comrade Kirtrman:

A press cannot represent the move-
ment when the movement is mob con-
nected with the press. Havel's proposal
should be enrried out.

Comrade Holtz:

Criticizes paper, thinks it antiquated
and that it does not dwell enough on
the vital questions of the day.

Comrade L. Reyser:

As soon as our financial position in
Stelton becomes a little stronger the
Roar To Faeevoux will become a weekly
paper. Havel should have an editorial
staff to assist in the work; he should
maoke personal reguests for assistance.

Comrade Abe Blecher:

Cur forces are mot organized, we
have no memberships and should estab-
lish & federalist iden of some kind, with
initiative for spreading the paper. We
do not depend on memey entirely, but
need other assistance, co-operation, ete,

Comrade Anna Sosnovsky :

We claim to be & movement composed
of the working class and want them to
understand our ideas. It is not in place
to blame the editor for the present
status of the paper, but we must seck
some remedy for our plight. The editor
it not himself satisfied. Thinks editorial
staff would help.

Comrade 8. Hartman:

Not in favor of editorial staff. It
would simply mean & body of censor-
ship. There should be s committes to
get eontributions, also labor problems
and intellectusl discussions should be
given more prominence, Should be a
committee formed to do the technical

work and the paper should be placed
on the stands.

Comrade Lilly Sarnoff:

Agrees to proposal of having a gen-
eral corresponding seeretary and he-
hieves that a comrade should travel
throughont the ocuntry getling back-
ing for the Roar To Frzznon, so that
by January lst, whem = weekly is
started it will have new impetos.

FOURTH SESSION

Comrade Riceo re-elected chairman.

Comrade Pesotta reports on Hesolo-
tioms Committee. Resolutions read.

Discussion on Reseluticns—Resolations

Accopiod

Discussion of motion of whether this
group should relinguish its control of
the camp in faver of a larger and co-
operative group for next vear. Noth-
ing decided except endorsement of the
work of this camp,

Nominations for general secretary
for the Roap To Freenon.

Rose Fesotta was elected.

Committee of three elected to choose
some one to go out on the road for the
Rosp To Freenou.

Comrades Keyser snd Abe Wino-
kour were chosen,

Comrade Havel made the closing
talk, Thinks committee could get the
paper out and in that case he would be
enabled to go out on & special appeal
trip for the purpose of getting more
finencinl azsistance,

Riceo adjourned the Conference.

We have been engaged here for two
days on the work of this Conference
mod if we can leave here resalved to
make ‘o living realism of the work, it
will have been well worth our efforts.

Vera Hamwerr,
Aszsisting Secretary of Conference.

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED ON THE
ANARCHIST CONFERENCE

Organizats

The Second Anarchist Conferemee
held September 11-12th at the Road to
Freedom Coamp, Croton-on-Hudson, re
affirms the decision of the last year con-
ference to organize International Anar-
chist Groups which would serve as the
active spirits in furthering Anarchist
propaganda and spreading the Hoan
to Freepox publication.

- L -
General Secretary

Resalzed, That the Conference elect
a secretary whose function should be to
carry on the genernl correspondence for
the movement; who also should be able
to establish greater cohesion among the
existing Annrchist groups, and help te
establish such groups wherever it will
be possible.

Labor Movement
The Anarchists, assembled in & Con-
ference at the Hoad to Freedom Camp,
Croton-on-Hudson, N. Y., considering
their position tewards the labor move-
ment, reaffirm their faith in the organ-
ization of the workers, insisl on their
right to propagate their ideas among
the workers of all organizations, but
repudiate most mph,a.tir:u]]j all dicta-
torship, dictatorship either on the part
of the burenueratic leadership or ori-
ginating from political parties
- - -
Saceo-Vanzelti
Resoloed, That we pledge to work
tirelessly for the liberation of our com-
rades Sacco and Vanzetli, whose only
guilt iz that they believe in the same
idea of freedom as we believe, and be
it further
Reselved, That the Conference sends
froternal greetings to all imprisened
political and ¢lass-war prisoncrs.
. . .
Rezolution on the Camp

The Conference indorses the work on
the International Group in establishing
the camp activities. Such work ought
to be encouraged by the Anarchists:
Similar camps ought to be established
by comrades in their own localities.

ENQUIRY

Initiated by the Greop “Los lcomoclastas™
of Steubenvwills, Ohio.

The Froxp “leonoelasioe®™ revofoed fo sobieif
from a mumber of comrodes internationally
wall-known their opision about the present
sitvation in owr movemend, aad the meonr fo
wnify the liberteriane aforis throughou! the
werld.

Wa aapect, therefors, from all thers com-
roder who ore able to say romefhing aboul the
rubject to do so and fo toke part in thir En
guiry, or il is going te be conridered of preaf
imporfance for the propagation of Asarchirm
internatioraiiy.

Taking in considerafion the present resetion
throughowt the seorld, & ir our opindon that &
big wnited sfort shell foks place to step fhe
Fadelionary OppraIroR.

All the ansmeers will be publizshed in Spanich
by tha Anarchisi doily “Lo Profeste’s” weekly
supplemont, as this i the lzrpest Anarchist
publication of ofl the Spenish-speaking cown-
Erier.

Ths Questions

1. The prosent problems of Amarchism ond
the meanr fo ereats an internotional Anerchist
moremeni apainst the oulorilarias recclion.

2, Ir Anarchisen o revoluiionary rr

A, Jf it e aa ddea of whole hemonily, i Adn-
archirm a proletoriem movemanil

4 What educetion shall be piven to the chi-
dren, of the precent fime, 0o they will achisee
their emorcipalion ar quwickly ar posribler

B What path shall be given fo Art
Amarics and Europe lo spread Amarchisml

& What do ths comrodss think sboul the
individualisd  fendancier in the prosent [abor
moTement

T, What s the valus of the fradition and wp
to wehat lmif shall s follow f

Send all communications to R. Lone, P. 0.
Box 258, Steubenville, Chic.




