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3AN OVERTIME ————

Overtime has been making the n=ws 1lntely on the industrial front.
Busmen and engineers have bemmed 1% in support of claims for improved
wages ond conditiaons. Lorry Arivers in Svindon heve demnnded o gurai-
toced amcunt of overtime. Yiners in South Wales have refused to work an
extra shift on Saturdays. The reason given by the miners wa thet their
inereased gross earnings would be ascd as an srgument egsinst them atb fut-
ure negotistions for wage increases, The bosses have already adopted
this tactic in the engincering industries 18 month long negotistions.
When o union delegate cleimed that cven some employers might be ashamed
of the low rates paid to British engincers in comparison with the rates
of workers in similar industries in sertain other countriss the employers :
side onevered that this did not take into account the size of the "actual
pag—pankets". Gross earmings - including overtime — are now being used
as o basis of discussion by the employers in wage talks, Overtime enrm—
_ings are now an scknowledged part of the wage structure for millioms. of
workers.

While the Tory press chatbers about the so-celled "affluent sﬂeiet#',.
.-.the idea of the 5 dey week and the 8 hour dzy haos been quietly buried,
Pezople like ths Wolsh miners sec what is happening and fight back,

The British working-clasgs are the only people in the English speak-
ing world today - except the Trish - who have not got the 8 hour day and
L0 hour week. Native African builders labourers in South Africa have a
40 hour week. Werr Tork electricians have a 25 hour week. 4 Tew Zea-
“Jand Puilding worker mekes as much monay in LD hours ns @ British worker
does in 60, and while the London worker 3s building office blocks at the.
weekend +the Kiwi is messing chout in a smell boet, drinking becr, hunting
deer, or digging the garden. fn *he other hond, in Germeny and some
other eurcpean countries the boss stnrts at 7.30 or 8.0 with the resgt of
the staff. Tn Britein the boss keeps "office hours", rolling in at 10.cm.

"It is sometimes soid that over time Accs net poy.  Obviously it
mast pay to some extent, or nobody would work it exeept the kind of idlot
who goes on working after he wins the pocls. For ons thing, there are
the overtime rates, usually between time snd o quarter te time and a half,
and double time on Sunday. Unfortunately there is also pay-as-you-earn
Income Tox. L

PALVE works on o sliding scale. The highest rate of taxation iz
]f?d in the £. In other words, you ore clipped chout Lo if you come
inte this bracket. If you are single and make more than £9.10,04. per
week, you only take 12/3 of eyery exbra quid you meke. If you are marr-
ied it starts when you go OVEl £11.10,0d. If you arc married and have
one child it starts when you make more than £1%.10.0d. You con make on

Continued on page 2
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PARENTS TAKE
—LHPEET AcTion

by LHNE EAINEDY

TES DUCLTIOT COMITTER OF CLASGOY decided in Aupust to send the chilé-
ren of Belsyde School and its annewe, Cloan Avenne, in Drumchepel, & large .
housing estale in Glasgow,%o & school in Enishtswood, another large housing
scheme czn Septenber 39,

The perents of the Drumchepel children, whose ssjes renge betwsen 5 and
11 yeers, objected, as the scheol in Fnightswood wes two miles away and to get
there the children would have te cross ower the Forth and Clyde canal by an old,
narrow woeden bridge and walk dewn & nerrow couniry road with no psvements and
open fields on either gide of it. £ schonl bLus was not provided, as & school
hes to be over threo miles sway before one is laid on and no service buses oper-
ated en this rosd,

The perenis sent a letier of protest to the Sducation Cormittee, but when,
as was 1o be expecied, this had no effect, they told the Committee that they
would not send their children to the school. TWhen the day came for the child-
ren to go to their new schosl, ithe parents and children merched through Drum—
chapel with banners and posters. protesting sboul the stunidity of the Corpor—
ation. By this time sympethy hed grown to be quite strong in Drumchepel and
several hundred methers marched with the origirgl hundred, who had started the
protest. The minister of a local church gave the rwthers his church hall, so
that the-childrep could be kept together. The mothers hawva been teaching the
children themselves, =o the Corporrtion could not complain of them mot receiving
any educetion, Teachers of schools round asbont helped out by ziving the mothers
schoel books and by taking clacses in ibs evening snd during their lunck hour,

Turinz the beginninz e the second week, Corporatinm officials mede a sur-
prise visit teo the hall, io try to evict the mothers. bui the mothers told them
where to go in no uncertein terms snd then berred themselves inside the hall,
with the children, until the ¢fficisals hed gone away, They tried szain to get
in, but the minister of the church told them %o get out of his property, or he
would call the pelice. The officiels irmediately left and did not bother the
mothers again.

On Octoher 11, three of the mothers appesred on television to explain why
they were mot sending uheir children 1o school. Twe moembers of the FBducation
Committee were also invited 1o appesar on the ssme prograrme, but refused to do
so., Another twn were invited, but claired te have prior engagesents. Up to

coptinued on page §
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BUSMEN ~.FIGHT BACK

Seen any red buses lately? I have it from a well informed source,
that the London buses are now running a country bus service, one a &ay
and two every PFridey for market.

The overtime ban has blown the L.T.B. case sky high, up till the
beginning of Fovember, the ban teck 1,000 buses off the road, which in
effect means that every seventh bus is run by a crew on overtime.

The busmen's demand for an increase of 30/- a week and - you guessed
it = 2 LO hour week. A 30/- increase will bring a bus driver's basic
wage up to the princely sum &f £13,10s per week, what a fortune for lugging
a ruddy great bus through the traffic jammed streets of London, and the
slave at the back, he takes all the kicks, and boy is he getting some lately,
all for less than £12. per weelk,

The L.T.B. amnounced that they hed reached a conclusicn on the alaim
but were now in consultation with the Govermment which as far as the bus-
men are goncernsd. is the ‘kiss of death? The Govermment are committed
to old Nicks' 3%, so once again a nationslised concern is in a side head
lock, the busmen are applying & first counter move.

The L.T.B. are bleating about cost, lets have z brief lock at thls,
now - stinking,?red hegring'. Durlng 1962 reverme from bus fares increassd
by £1,848,000 owver 1961, In April of that year the busmen received = wage
incresse of 0s5.6d: a week at an anmial cost to London Transport of £676,000.
During the past two years passengers have paid £6,96L,000 in fares, busmen
have taken in £676,000 in increased wages, which means every £1 paid by
pagsengers busmen received 23. in increased wages and 18s went to London
Transport, not bad eh?

Locking at the other side of the coin, £7% millicn is paid in inter-
est to parasites plus £k million to the Govermment in fuel tax, £11F million
down the drain at the expence of busmens wages and high fares, Over the
last 10 years two million passengers bave been lost, because it's either
quicker to walk or cheaper by taxi. Passengers and busmen are in this ™
struggle together although the mejerity of the former are reluctant to app-
registe this fact.

The scare to date is that the government's commitfee of enquiry is te
publish an interim report, with sn expected stop-gap peay rise, if they .
don't, busmen will certeinly 'work, tc rule' which will knock the busg ser-
vige for g further aizx. Do the lesrned gentlemen sitting round the table
know what to expect, if they don't come across;, busmen are fed up playing
"pat a ceke'. One effective tactic busmen haven't tried, rumming the buses
and not collecting the fares, thereby giving the travelling public a service
at its true value, that would certainly sheke the 'erberts at Broadway and
Westmingter, into sesking honest common sense.

To gain their full just demend busmen will have to fight hard, they
must have essistance from all transport workers, their fight today can be
FOuUrs tomorrow.

T

Bill Christopher
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SWAZILAND GENERAL STRIKE

Prior to the gzneral strike, workers at Big Bend sugar plantation
ned struck for some weeks for better living ard working conditions and for
more pay. Readers will note that the struggle was in part over living
conditions; it must be explained that in southern Africa many workers
have to leave their wives, family and villages to find work, which can be
hunfdreds of miles away. Ther the men live in compounds - concrete barr-
acks - the whole time except for infrequent visits home. There are reports
that men were veing beaten at work. The strike was unsuccessful; bu} to
strike at all in thei part of the world is news.

Some weeks later the miners at Havelock, the world's biggest asbes—
tos mine, gave notice that they would strike et the beginning of the next
week for more pey. The management sgreed on the Sunday mornming to = 53%
increase, This came tc £2 morc a week! The mejority were delighted,
but not so the stooges in the mine of variocus Swazl politiciens, who for
their own reasons hed persuaded the men to threaten strike zction, by malking
them conseious of how they were being exploited. In fact they were mainly
interested in building up suppert for themselves from the miners in next
May's first general elections, and a2lso to smash the constitution imposed
by the British Govermment; this is why they needed the strike regardless
of the miner's wishes.

For these reasons a meeting was called by these politicians putside
the mine on Sundsy afternoocn at which the miners were lectured that the
management could eaglily afford £2 more a dsy, and that the strike should
take placs. T+ began the next morning and spread to Big Bend, The
small Swaziland police force was split between Hawelock and Big Bend to
try to break the strike.. This left Wbebane, the capital, wide-open ‘and
the politicians then brought pecple out on general strike, They did not
1imit themselves to verbal persuasion, the miners and cother people were
bribed, threatened and beaten up. They were succcssful particularly in
Bremersdorp, Manzini, a white farming area, and Mbabane where it was 99%
effective smongst the 8wazi population. TWhite women found themselves in
the unheard of position of having no servants.

Phe strike lasted four days, unil the British troops were flown in -
2], heurs later snd there would have been a bloodbath, as feelings had been
stirred tc such an cxtent by the nysterical speeches at mass meetings,

At Havelock, the arrival of the troops did not break the strike for
21 days. At the time of writing, only 50 of the strikers have been re-
instated at Havelock, the remninder are in gaol, refuse to return, or are
not accepted as they are considered agitators. The management have now
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employed new labour as replacements,

T

age ©

The trials of pceople arrestcd during the strike are still taking
place; the shorter sentences havc been betwoen six months and onc year
fer not giving the reguired threc wecks strike notice. British Jjudges
have now been imported for the incitement ard intimidation cases, sentences
started at three years and arc going up steadily. The gloricus British
army remains, entertaining the population with parades (in full battle Kit)
the Gordon Highlanders have heen replaced by the Loyals, who will remein
at least until general elections are held,

In the last two years, racial integretion has occurr:ud in the counfry.
There sre now mixed townships and a handful of Swaszi children in Mbabane
High School; coloured people can now go to the pubs., FPreviously, S7azls
were forbidden to buy liquor which naturally resulted in much poteening,
The proposal to open pubs to them was met with horrified indignation from
the white population, who expected an orgy of drurkenzss, rape and murder,

The Swazis den't use the pubs much and the drunkeness which did exist amongst

them has largely disappeared.

The South African government has neturally reacted ageinst the exis-
tence of & multirscial state right on its borders, and recently drew up a
blueprint for bringing Swaziland intc.South Afriece as a Banbusbtan, This
is eagerly supported by Sobusa, the feudal chief who is greedy for real
power, not the mere pomp and circumstance the British have allowed him, and
although he has great swey over the Swazl, they fear the Nationalists in
the Republic more than they respect him, They can see what is happening
to coloured pecple across the border.

The feudal system is a aajor fector in the lack of any independent
expression of Bwazi aspirations, so much so thet when the government attemp-
ted to introduce socisl-democratic trade unifns on the British pattern, the
merkers would have nothing to do with them, until their chiefs, who hardly
have their interests at heart, were brought in as intermedinries between
them and manngements! '

A1l this mey seem depressing to syndicalst readers. TWe see & pic~
ture of Swazi workers exploited by white copitalists, who only moved in
when they realised how rich in potentialities Swaziland is, men like Bob

tevens and Carl Todd:

Two d's in Todd, How oddl One was enovth for God

We see them imposed upon by the colonial administration; used and
abused by the Swazi politicians; ard sold down the river by their paramount

concluded on page 6



Fraga.
et out. Fascist!"

FRAGL TRIBARNE, Fronco's fascist minister of information and tourism,
arrived at the Spenish Embassy, Belgrave Square, London 5.W.1l. on Sundsy
November 24 st 3.20 pm., driven up in o large, black cor with his hody-
guerd and followed by nnother car loaded with about & dozen suitcnses for
nis four-day visit. (perhaps the cases were full of hond-outs for the
Daily Telegroph). Also at 3.20 pm., by a happy coincidence, there arrived
nt the Embassy o deputation of five, from a protest morch, well over ome
thousend strong, thot had been halted ot the corner of Belgrave Sguars by
o police cordon. The dep . Sation, including o member of the SAF's Hotio-
nal Committee, honded in o letter expressing solidarity with the lLsturian
miners and protesting at the barbarities of the Fronco regime. The march
wos organised by the CNT in Britein. Outflarnking the cordon, = number
of red & black banmers were taken to o vambage point in the Square, where
they were clearly visible from the Embassy windews, through which the
foscist ereature from Madrid peered out angrily.

During Fraga's four-day visit, posters with the message, "FRAGA:

GET OUT, FASCIST" and including details of his activities, appeared in
London and pickets wers mounted at the various places where e had offie-
ial engagements.

z

Carents take Direct Action’ contimed from page 2

now the mothers have been having their own way with the education of their
children.

The same thing is happening in Enightswood where the children ars
being sent to 2 newly-built scheol in South Blairdardie nesr Drumchapel,
Again the parents are educating their own shildren, The Educetion Com-
mittee issued 2 stotement last week that the school for Emightswood chil-
dren would only house them for the next year and then it would be given
to the Drumchapel children - utter chaosi!] .

This is & beautiful example of bureauvcracy in acticn and of mutual
aid and spontaneous orgenisation springing up to counter it. Unfortunately
the mothers are not expected to held out for very long as many of the chil-
dren have to sit their Qualifying Examination (the Scotiish equivalent of
the 11+ next spring. he teaching imperted by the mothers may not bring
the children up to the required standard and their subsegquent education
nay suffer.
THE SAME QLD STCRY Conbinued from page 5. chief., Perhaps hope now lies
in the ronk-amd—file Swezi's experience. He is learning to distrust all the
forces of authority. Will he see that his future, like ours, depends on
realising the power that lies in his cwn hands?
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SWF CONFERENCE

TZ)i FIFTE NATIONAL CCHEERTICE of the Syndicalist Workers' Federation,
Brltlsh section of the International “orking Men's Association, was held in
three sessions at the 4.C.T.7, Eall, Soko Square, Leonlon W.l. on Sunday, Nov-
ember 10, Eighty-three delegates em:’. indivicdual comrades were present from
london, Bristel, Glasgow, Dublin, Manchester, lerseyside, Hochdale, Suncerland,
Blmlnbha.m Gmrlﬁgn Orford, Stockton-on-Tees, Sﬂuthampton, Earlow (Essex),
Brockenhurst {Zents), Seaford {,Bst Sussex), Tunbridze Tells and Maidstone
(Eent)., Apologies for mon-attendsnce were received fre.-*: a muther of other
locelities, includinz Inverness end Hdinburzh.

Three comracdes of the CNT in Esile represented the TWMA Secretariat and
there wes a strong delegation from the CHT and TIJL in 3R. The "Freie Arbeiter
Stirme" Group {unntm} wga re::ursc:-nted b7 two corrades. Messages of greeting
were received from ihe ITE Seersteriat, Intercontinentel Secretariat of the
CNT of Spain, Eo.—zmsf-lap oi Helations of the CNY in 5B, Industrisl Workers of
the World General Ad—inistration (£ hicezo), French mrr, Italisn Syndical Unien
(USI) and the Hegional Torkers' Fe eration of Argentina (FOH4).

4 number of amendments were rmade 1o the SUF's Aims & Principles and Org-
anigational Beszis, znclmrlr,u the introduction of & clause pledging sctive supp-
ort to the struggle sgeinst militerism and wer., A copy of the revised state-
ment is enclosed with this lssu'&. Conference tonk note of the propesed form
etion of & British Federstion o T Lnerchists and mominated two c.eie,;‘a‘tes to
attend its imsuvzusral ccr_ferﬁ*me &s chservers,

IT WAS AGRT® TEAT s TBCM JATILKY, 1984, ‘DIRECT ACTION® ..:HGT.H.D LPFULR AS
A MONTELY PRINTTD PAFEL, INSTIAD OF PRINTED AND DUFLICATED ON ALTTRMITE
IMONTES .,

4 number of new pamphlets were projected, includinz one on the various
technigues of industrisl strogzle,

A long discussion on industrisl pslicy resulted J..'u the following two
msulut.lunq'

"Conference calls for & 40-hour week for everybody, to be fought
for by & national cvertime ban,"

"Conference conderms participation of the trade unions in NEDC as
& sell-out of the rank-snd-file members of the unions in their
strogsle for higker living standards. It deplores statements at
the recent T.U, Congress, pledging support for a wage freeze
under a Labonr Sgverncent.”

It was decided that en active propagends carpaign should be Ex:rm_ited dur-
ing the coming Senersl Zlection. An anti-parliacentery pamphlet wes in prep-
aration for use during the elections:—
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wConference mandetes the SUF Netienel Comiitiee to seek contact
with other orzenisetions, +0 mount sn anti-perlisrentery cempaign
guring the coming General Glection. This corpeign shell stress
the positive slternntives to the perlismentery set-up and not be
puraly negative in cheracter.”

Desling with general social policy, it was ragolved:

nconfersnce cells for & complete boyooit of trade and tourism with
Spein, Portugel and South Afrien end the SWF shall conduct an
epergetic cermpeign to this effect.”

"The STUF encourages support for local tenents' associstions along
direct action lines, g-ainst evictions snd rent recketeering.”

mgonference sends grectings of soliderity to its corrades straggling
for the overthrow of Stpte oppression and capitalist wage glgwary
throughout the world. It remehers especially the persecuted,
jailed and erecnted corwedes in Franco's Snoin, Selezer's Portuzel,
Verwoerd's South Africa, Costro's Cube, Belshevil—dominated Bestern
. Burcpe end China, together with those who, despite enorrmous diffic-
alties end dengers, continue 10 work for our corrpn ideas both inside
these countries or in enforced exile.

=Tt erpraesses its indimetion thet in De Ganlle's France, the Spenish
ensrcho—syndicalist youth mpvement, the Federscion Iberica de Juvent-
ades Liberterias, FIJL, has becn proscribed snd meny of its merbers’
held in prison on & Frenco-inspired cherge of helonzinz to en '6s80C-
jation of criminels’'.

npy liberterisns in all eountries it pledges its support in the univ-
arsel movement for freedor, equality snd bumxn diznity. It recngnise
that this moverent is one end indivisible, whetber cireccted towerds
day—to—day zoins in the class strgzle, for recinl integratien, for
freedom from the ever-prasent threet of nuclear war, OF azpinst
totaliterian berberism” '

On the propossl of the retiring astisnnl seeretery, Jim pinkerton (Menchest
er), it wes agreed thot the Netinnnl Corittee be moved to Londom and the fallow-
ing cormittee wes clected: Bill Christepher (general seerctery), Merk Hendy
{tressurer), Brien Zert, Nike Cellinen, Tom Bravn, Sean Fennomn, “ymford Ficks,
Ken Bewkes. '

Csnfererence devnted o session tn full considerstinm of the Agenda of the
i 's XIX Congress (Peris, Noverber ac). It was agreed tn urpe fusion of the
™A end TR, to ask the SLC {Sweden) and NSV (Enllend) to rejoin the T4 end
tn propose the rnits affiliastion 10 the recently-formed neutralist end f%nt:p.—w.r
intemational, As neneral Secretary ~f the TTMML the aF would propase ROGUE
SANTAMARIA. A delegetion to the Crngress wes nominated.

4 eollectinn &mNDS delegotes for the legal aic fund to FILJL menbers
awsiting trial in Frence realised £12.
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That Man Againt

Béward artell. whose arti-working clsas activities we detailed in
the last issue of DIRECT ACTICHN, is spreading his net wider. Last week,
when in Belfast for a debate, he made cortact for the third time with the
owners of the daily néwspaper, THE NORTHERK THIG, which cessed publicat-
ion Septembsr 24, follcowing a strilkte of the WIJ Chapel, officially rec-
ognised, against the sackings of six journalists and 2 librarian — des=
pite explicit premises by the management that no staff reductions were
intended.

Martell contacted the manacement after the start cf the strike ocn
July 9. He is obvicusly interested in smashing the organisation of the
Belfast printworkers and a bakecver bLid for the "Northern Whig" canmot be
ruled out, He and the Cunningham family, wwhe run the paper, would make
an unhely alliange., . . The Cunninghsms acted as pirates during the gtrike,
destroying property of journalists that had been left in the building and
opening all personal mail to them. Against the Cunninghams and Martell,
the Printing & ¥indred Tradss Tederation must present the solid front that
they failed to erect during the WUJ strike in Belfast.

BAN OVERTIME Continued from page i

extra £2 for each child under 11 before you enter the top bracket, but
obvriously gor most people, g1l or nesrly all overtime earnings are taxed
st 7/94 in the £, 4 single man who works weekends and esvenings to make
a total of £20 will lose £ in tax. A marricd man writh one child whe
does the same to make 224 will lose £L,

The system is completely evil, « Wages are too low and the seemingly
easiest way to improve them is to get a few extra hours.  Employers then
argue that your weekly fake-home pey is mow enough for you. One thing is
sure, the hours will gct longer, the valus cf the pound will shrink, guick-
er than your hourly rats will increase.

We Syndicalists want & sociedty in which 2ll industries sre owned and
cortrolled by the workers who already opevate them. At first we may doo—
ide our own Wagses and conditions, but the objective is to abolish the Wage
System entirely. Production will be for the use of people, not for the
melcing of profits. We will get a work bench fixed up for the ex boss -
if he wanbs to go on eating.

Mesrmhile here in Britain in 156% we back the Welsh miners in their

stand against the Saturdey shift. TWe are sorry iov the drivers in Swinden,

e pall on all trade unionists to fight nmow for an 8 hour doy ond a five
day week for higher wages, =2 pall for a campaign in the shop meetings and
+the branches to warn the working-class how overftime has undermined thedir
wages and conditions in recsnv years, By teking industrizl Direet Action,
whether by overtime bans, go—slows, werk-te-ruls, lightening strikes, or
any of the other weapons in the Syndicalist arsemal, the workers of this ¢
country could achleve a2 L0 hour week, the abolition of chronic overtime,
and an a1l round increase in the standerd of living.

feon Gannon
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Snoopers
Uniimite

Eariier this year Complete Security Services Lts., sent a confidential
circular to employers. (November D.A.) It was reported on July 23rd that
the circular had been withdrawn,

Complete Security Services Ltd., was registered in July 1962 a5 a Com-
pany "to carry on business as security sxperts, guards, watchmen, escorts,
meszengers and servants for any purpess... to supply investigations and
enguiry agents, and to obtain and supply advice, information anl statisties
of any kind," etc. The company had four directors, but in June 1963 three
of them resigned.

The Company has an issued capital of £100 of which £90 are held by
Security Services Ltd., Cheapside Houae, 135-1.7, Cheapside, E.C.2. The
directors of Becurity Services ILitd., include:

Mr. L. Robert Carr, Tory U.P, for iitcham since 1850, He is deputy
chairman and joint menaging director of Metal Glosures Ltd., (a £4 millian
company for making seals and closures for bottles), is on the London Boazd
of Scottish Union and National Insurance Co., and was until May 1963 also
on Securicor Lid,

Gen, Sir George Erskine, Lisutenant-Coverncr and Cemmander-in-Chief
of Jersey. As such he is the Personal Representative of the Sovereign in
Jersey and the chammel of communication betwsen H,M. Government and the Jersey
Government - salary £2,500 a ysar. He is Vice-Chairman of Securicor Itd.
Previously he was Commander-in-Chief East Africa in charge of operations
against Mau-Yau in Kenya 1353-55

8ir Philip B, Margeston, retired Assistant Commissioner of Metropolitan
Police, Chairman of Securicor Ltd. :

Mr. Keith D, Brskine, of Bexhall Erskine Co., Sclicitors, he is Chair-
man of Associated Hosbels Itd., Chairman of Metal Closures I#d,, and on 18
other companies ingluding Securicor Ltd,

Security Services Ltd., is in turn owned by the Eensington Palace Hotel
Ltd., on the Board of which sits lir. Keith D, Brskine, lir. Denis M. Erskine
and Mrs, A.J. Erskine, ; :

The Cheirman of Kensington Palace Hotel Ltd., made the following re-
marks in his annual statement March 1st 1963:

"I said last year that by Easter 1962 we wauld be operaeting 250 armcured
vehicles and this target was achieved, and we now have 350, =sven so, cash
carrying is only a m'nor part of a well-organised security business, We have
also established complete cover: e of the UnitedKingdon with some 90 branches
and we arc now carrying out the greater part of the industrial sepurity bus-~
iness in this country.”

LU L =
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 TOURISM  HELPS
TRANCO

From twn Direct Action Corresoondents in Spein

. PLANTY TC¢ SEE—BUT NHOT TC EAT. ' That suss up the gap which divides thnse
who tour Snain frem those whe live there. For, while Froaen eounts cut the
rovenue the foreigners depesit annually and sdds it to» the credit side of
Spain's Balence of Payments; most other people here have a struggle to get e
balenced diet nut of their incsoes.

Yet, taken on the strength of the tourist centres, the impression is pros—
percus, Bweating Spaniards fill the building sites nof the Mediterraancsan enast,
constructing holicay epertments emd providing "all mod. eon." for foreigners on
vacetion, Inland workers leave wives ond whegtfields, to travel 10€ miles nr
more to the eosstal building beom.  Onee there, workers sam all of £3 or more
for & 48-bour week. Skilled workers might lmnck nut £4 »n the basic week, O0f
eourse, with the dietatorship determined as it is to see the tourists don't zo
ghort, there is alweys owvertime. . . :

But if the nfficisl firures are t~ be believed, the cost nf livingz rose
10% in the year ending March, 1933. The tourists, for their part, rmst take
mech eredit for the shouldering—up of prices, Being better able tn afford hizh
pricas, they have sent frod costs snaring, presenting ciffieulties for the loeal
penple, A bricklayer pointed sut to me thet tomatoes grnen on the Costa Blance
were half the price, after being transported 4o his homs trown, Velencia., His
argurent wes that towms which zet -nly o through trade of tourists, like Valencia,
don't suffer &s mmch from sessrmal and often perrenent high prices that tourists -
SnCCUrege.

Kot surprisingly, there is little love lost between the Spanish penple and
their foreipn visitors—even thouzh Govermrent Press anc propagends tells them
regularly that most irproverents that core their way dn so becouse nf trourism,
Eow else could the suthoritics justify the vast ezpenditurs which fpes inte
putting & ronf over the touristic hesad, when this is still & country where penple
toke up residence in caves and still mere set tn work with harser ond mails and
‘enything else they can find, in help prowvide & shelter on Spnin's shonty estetes?

3till; apart from bein; Frenen's blue-eyed boy, the tourist industry is

eoring tn his rescue when he needs it mnst., But for the tourists doing their
annunl gond turn, the dietetorship would be freins & Balence of Payrents erisis.
4 ecrisis caused not by eny incressed spending on the pert of the workers, but
dus to the kick-off ~f industrisl cepitelism in Spain. The culprit is an
excess nf irperts, but mot the sort bought by the evernge family., As The Times
gteted earlier this year, "a larze part of the current spate of imports ennsists
nf capital xonds such s rmehiner,,.." In the Governrent's view, mch of trad-
itional Spenisk szriculture is uneconorie, In short, even in sn mderfed emm-
try, there is still more profit to be had from manufacturing motar cars and such



Feze 12 CIRCT ACTICH Decesber 1963

like for export, ratlier then in producing fand. Consequently, the regime in
Spain has now set about luring foreizn investrent to reform the econnrly oo a
more imcdustrisl basis.

On the face nf it, the advantezes for foreisn firms are splendid here,
Erployers couléd scercely discover a rore fawnursble set-up this side of the
Irnn Cyrtain then Spain, where strikes are illezel, trade unions State—ecanti-
rolled and a zenercus supply of cheep labour ever resdy at their disposal,

The unions therselves are worse then useless snd cre known o actively compile
blacklists nf those who spesk up for their workeetes, L4s the unices are in
effect the Spanish wersion of Labour Bxchenges, they are able tn prevent mil-
itent workers from ceinins employsent in their respective provinces. With the
acministrotion of the unions in the hands nf Francn's follcwers, through their
perty, the Falenge, it presents o powerful dissuasicn tn workshop progrodsives,

But it is in the fallow fields and arid erees of the interior, where the
skin-ceep charscter of Franco's facelift really comes into its own. In the
country the horse still stu-bles before the plough and the peasants never tire
of asking why we shoulcd choose to live in Spain. Not that we need their
queries to reslise that there are bones on the butcher's slab snd that the net—
ives are buraing the brenches of trees &s fuel. Or that Snanish agricnlture
hes been allowad 4o rot——though not for went nf attentinn by those who werk
there end pull their guts out, whkile nthers resp the benefit. The faalt is
thet of mecligence snd lack of irrigstion by those who own the land, some of
ihew controlling estetes the size of counties. There is even sore doubt

 wiaether the apnerent feilure of this yesr's olive erop was cue to the weather
or the result of shady deals snd oil stockpiling by the owners, out 1o serew
the custormer for as muck as they can cet. It is the feeliny of futility and
belplessness which drives the landless pessent to the coast, away from the -
children rolling in the unpeved rosdwey, their elders seated in dark dosr—
weys and swey from the funsral zrocessions which haunt these streets.

In Spain, as elsewhere, the real issue is the belance of power between
the neaple and the Stete, The Belenee of Pryrents of a netien only hes its
plece in the sccountancy of the rulins clsss snd wes never intended to increase
the well-being nx f£ill the belliss of those who work. As such, the droppings
of foreign tourism end business ren in staffing their factories from a def-
enceless labour force serves the security of the Stete, rether than the eitizen,
- for any gein in their direction will be mnre by accident thsn design. - Mean—
while, &s the Governnment Treasury strives tn keep its bonks straizht, the rest
of Spsin—outside the cosmopoliten restaarants—consecls thazselvaes with the
assumption that ithe nearar the bone, the sweeter the meat.

CATITNG ALL COLEADES: From our next issue, Jsnuary, 19564,
'Tirect Letion' will appesr #s a monthly printed paber,
This means gresatly increased costs——and comrsdes can help
by getting more subseribers anéd taking extra copies for
sale smonz contacts and worlmetes.
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