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FRANCO MURDERS ANARCHISTS

Two comrades garrotted
after Madrid frame-up

FRANCISCO GRANADO GATA and JOAQUIN DELGADO
MARTINEZ, two active comrades of the Spanish CIHT, were
congemned to death' by a Madrid court martial on Tuesday, August
13. The charge against them was of having planted two bombs in
the Spanish capital one of them in the police headquarters on July
20 where 27 people were injured by an explosion in the passpart
office. The unusual speed with which our comrades were arrcsied,
brought before a military court and summarily condemped to death
has =il the marks of a frameup by the Franco authorities—similar
1o that by which they scupght to pin all Kinds of atrocilies on another
comrade, Booin Capdevila, shot dead by the Civil Guard on
Aupust 2
“The methods of Franco fascism are shown by the following
report from Levante, o Valencin daily paper (4.8.631 .
“NADRID, 3—Foancicco Granado Gatn and Joaguin Delsado
Martinez, the two dangerous terrorisis arrested By the Social Brigade,
belonz: to the Federica Montseny Group of the lbsrian Federatl
of Libertarian Yonth, whose activist cadres are run by Jacinto
Guerrere Lucas, To thic dissident group of the FAICNT, m
reality the illegal ‘apparatus’ of that organisation, also belong the

g IN PROTEST against the Franco teror, 20 Urnguayzn Anarcho-
Syndicalists occupicd (ke Spanish Embassy i Montevideo for two
hours on Avsust 14, Frapco's porirzit was hocled from the window.

In London so comrades joined in protest demonstration at
Spanish Embassy on August 20 and marched to Spanish Con-
gulate. On fwgust 24 nine SWE members staged sitdown at
London offices Spanish state airline Iheria: 20 others poster
paraded outside. In Bristol, August 17, comirad.s held pro-
test Spanish Consulate,

Italian miners, dockers held protest stoppage of work.

three Frenchmen arrssted last Asril, who were the authors of acts
of tervorism i the boat *Cigdad dge Ibize" and in Barcelona, Yaleacia
and Madrid.

~These groups of anarchist acticn are mainly composced of voung
clements conting irom the Comomunist Party and partiséns of cirect
violenge. They have their headquariers: in Paris and dispose of
funds from dMacxi=t orgsnisations fonctioning in France.

“Federica  Mantseny, the well-known anareist leader, rans a
nookshop in the French capital; which an reality is 8 cover {cr her
ifl=oa] political activities. Her hashand, Germinal Esgleas, heads the
dcivist faction of the FAI-CINTE."

it would be dishizult fo cram mores Bes inlo ong shortoreport,
The dataits about aflilinticn of our fwo conirzdes dre moorrect;-we
know of no “Federjica Montseny” Group in the FHL; the “Com-
it tlim usaal one uzed by Franco propaganda
sl sty and eempletely withoot fouadaticn:
the Marxist funds wiich sobsigiss anarchist action are, of comrse;
e FoEderic hiomimcos s the manthiv maracine, “Ceait”,
lowse. anrd has no beckshop in Pars; Georpioal Cogleas s

general secretary of the I'WMA.  And these are only the mast
blatant of the many defiberate mis-statcments,

The report could be taken as a comic parody, were it not for the
fact that on this sort ol evidence two comrades have been sentenced
to death—and four others to jail terms, This, remember, 15 what the
Franco authorities say in the open, The court-martia] in - Madcid
was held behind closed doors and, according to the responsible Fans
paper, Le Monde, journalists wers excluded “because there was no
room.” - Mo foreien abservers were prossnt

Our two comrades were executed ar dawn on Satneday, Augnst
17 by garrofting—strangulation and breaking of the spinal calumn
by a refined instrument of forture, consisting of a metal collar
{known as the necklace of death™) and a metal column, with a pro-
tirberapce against which the wietim’s neck is screwed manually &t
the speed dictated by the particular sadistic whim of the State’s paid
ASSAREITL

Those innocents who help France’s filthy regime financially by
spending their holidays in Spain can think on these things, while
they enjoy their cheap meals and hotels at the cxpense of the
underpaid Spanish workers, :

CAPDEVILA SHOT-ANOLD
LIE IS RESURRECTED

AMON CAPDEVILA. for years one of the most active and
daring Anarcho-Syvndicalist guerilla fighters azamst Franco's
{ascist regime, was shot dead in 2 elash with civil guards at Berga,
about 55 miles north of Barcelona during the first week of Auguost
Reutér reported:

“A (civil peard) headgunarters spokesman said Capdevila wag
killed in an exchange of fire betwesn civil guards and a group heading
rowards the French frontisr in an apparently suspicious manner. Two
atomatic pistols and ammunition were found on his body, The
proup. was believed fo have becn concerned m the blowing up of
telavizion masts in Catalomia recently.”

The Dsify Telegraph's Madrid correspondent {Auvgust 8) added
that: “Ramon Vila Capdewiia, 36, known a8 “burnt face’ . . . was
wanted for guestioning concerning the murder ol a Britisk tourist,
Mrs. Dora Peck, 1k vears ago.”

As the Telegraph has seen fit to resurrect the lving allegation
that our comrade was connected with the bruts! killing of Mrs, Peck,
2 crime almost ceriainly committed by the civil piards themseives, we
make no apolopy for reprinting part of an article, “Franco's Friends
in Fleet Street” which appeared in D¥irect Action at the time (Septem-
bar, 1953):

“Spanish. dictator Franco docs not lack influential friends in
Britain. Among them are those who confrol the policy of the nlira-
redctionary Daily Telegraph.  This paper [oses no opportunily of
attacking those who oppose alliance with Snanish fascisin, A récent
example was _ . . the armed attack on Dr. Peck and his wife at Caol
de Tosa, mear the French frontier, on July 25 Within two davs
of the incident in which Mrs. Peck lost her life, the Franco authori-
tics put out a story that the doctor, badly wolnded in Puipcerds
Hospital, had identificd a photograph of ope of his attackers.

“Tust by coincidence, the mian they mamed, Ramon Capdevily,
was a well-Enown member of the Spanish Resistance, belonged Lo the

CNT and had played 2 herioc part in the Froouh Mequs cenng G
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war. This lie . . . was repeated for several days by the *Telegraph’.
Then the matter was dropped. The “Telegraph® did not, of course,
rint the Associated Press despatch, reporting that Dr. Peck, con-
conted with an official photograph of Ramon Capdevila by the
French police, stated categorically that he had never seen him in his
Life, though this appeared in the French Press and was repeated, a
week later, by the ‘Daily Express’. Here are some othe.rcg;::ts that
the ‘Telegmph’ found it convenient ¢o ignore:—

“The alleged ‘bandit attack” took place on a main road, near
the fromtier, at a spot infested by Spanish officials, in and out of
uniform.

“Mothing was taken from Dr. Peck but his camess (use by
teurists of cameras in Spain iz rigorously contsolled).

“Dr. Peck has repeatediv stated that he thought he was being
ordered to step by police or oustoms officials.

_ “luanite El Croix, Spanith refuges, whom the Franco authori-
ties claimed was Capdevila’s accomplice, has been interviewed and
found to have a watertight alibi by the French police.
_“The murdercus outrage took place a few days after fascist
olice had made many arrests and shot down a number of anti-
1as:_::s|:s. in an all-put attack on the Resistance Movement in Cata-
omia.

“According to a reliable report, a Spanish fascist paper in Bar-
celona pub[:§h¢q, on Monday, July 27, a news item that two British
tourists had “accidentally been killed” by frontier guards. This edition
of the paper was immediately withdrawn.

“The only people who could benefit from the attack were the
Spanish fascists, who attempted to usc it to discredit the Resistance
Movement, in particular the CNT, and as a pretext 1o persuade the
Frg:!nct?l Government 1o take repressive action against anti-fascist
exiles,

Now, ten vears later, ouw good comrade Capdevila, whose life
was devoled to the siruggle for freedom from oppression, joins the
tens of thousands of Syndicalist militants massacred by Spanish

fascism. We honour his memory as a fearless fighter for the working
clzss and the free society,

Asturian miners strike

HE ASTURIAN MINERS have again rajsed the banner of revolt
against Franco fascism. As we po to Press, more than 15000
workers are on strike, or Tocked out, in the bigpest industrial stop-
pape since the hig strikes last year. Fellowing these, there were mass
depariations of Asturian miners to other regions of Spain and, when
the present conflict siarted, manmy had soll not been allowed 1o
reiurn home.

_The miners® demands in the present strike include an end to
victimisation of their deported brothers, immediate wage increases
and longer paid helidays, together with the right te elect their own
delegates, instead of officials from the State-controlled trade unjons.
In refation 1o the last demand, it is interssting to note that, following
the advice of the Syndicalist Alliance (CNT-UGT-STV), the majority
ol miners at the pits currently on strike abstained from voting in
the recent union clecticns.

Among pits. closed by the Civil Governor of the region on
August 7, because of strike action, were: Mosquitera, Fondon and
Maria Ywsa, of the Duro Felguera company; Pumarsbule of Lan-
greo and Siero, and Sarriego and Oscura, of the Nespral Company,

Fromises of support for the Asioran misers have been made by
the Interpational Ceafederation of Free Trade Unions and by the
Italian Miners” Federation, who sent the [ollowing telegram to the
Secretariat of the CNT in Exile: “Tialian workers express their
traternal solidarity with the heroic Asturian miners, who, bv their
umted strike for better working and living conditions, are making a
precious coniribition to the anti-Franco struoggle and for the restora-
tion of democrstic and trade union freedom,™

Japanese students protest

FJYHE 18th ANNIVERSARY of the dropping of the first atom
bomb. muarked al Hiroghima by the 9th World Congress against
Nuclear Bombs, was mamed by the manecuvrcs of politicians,
sploitmg the natural humon revulsion against this criminal act. The
Russian deiepation walked out when a Chinese delegate rose o
speak.  The Rissizns were dotifully followed by the delegates of
other Communist states @nd by the newtralist Indian delepates,

Qur comrades of Zengakuren (All Japan Federation of Student
Avtonomies) were excluded from the Congress by the politicians,
although Zengakuren, by its sincerity, courage and encrgy, has lad
the fight zpainst the Bomb,

The students refuséd to let this pass in secret and demanded
the right to stalz the Tacts to Congress, Police had been called to
expel the young militamls, who resisted and fought the police on the
platform for 25 minutes, before beina pushed off to continue the
struggle about the exits. The meeting started 90 minutes late. But
the young sindents are winning the support of the workers.

INDUSTRIAL NOTEBOOK

Ships delegates shelved

THE campaign to establish shop stewards on British ships is hav-
ing a very checkered career. The demand was made some
time ago by the “unofficial™ WNational Scamen’s Reform Movement,

;rhtn it was rigorously opposed by the then General Sceretary, Jim
cott.

However, W. Hogarth, the existing General Secretary, agreed in
principle with the demand and 100 members of the union attended
a gourse at the NUS headguarters for special training.

Pressure by the employers, understandably opposed to shop
stewards, appears to have encouraged Mr. Hogarth to have a change
of mind. On July 5, NUS leaders succeeded in getting the unien's
executive to agree to postpone their plans—much to the annovance
of the more militant members.

Agreemant has now been reached with the employers for a new
grievance procedore, under which an officer will be appointed to
be responsible for all complaints received from the crew while at
sea, If his demands are unacceptable to the men, they can revert
to the method of reporting to the union officials, first at port level
and later at national level.

We are assurcd, however, that plans for shop stewards on board
ship have not been abandoned. But such militant demands, if
popular, never are abandoned. This is not how trade union burcau-
crats deal with embarrassing siuations; thev kick them around, in
the hope that in time the idea will be forgotien.

MATTHEWS RUNS TRUE TO FORM

ONLY two weeks after retiring as national industrial orpaniser of

the NU_ GMW, James Matthews went inio partnership with
& top official of the Economic League, Lt Col. Eric Dawson, ag
director of a Mavfair firm which specialises in class collaboration,
emplover-worker co-operation and all that jare,

Big Jim should be well suited for the job, emplovers love him
like a brother. The aim of this ratbag outfit is, according to their
official spokesman, to get rid of the emplover-worker complex,
Emplovers call them in when they run into trouble, at a price of
course.  Someone has to pay il Matthews is to cop in the region of
£2—£3.000 per vear for his iov famous services.

THE *13" STILL ON THE TILES

T is now more than four months since the 17 so-called “trouble-
makers” were sacked by Fords, and so far only four have found
alternative work_  Vichimisation by the Dagenham management is
now apparently being extended by other firms in the arca. Union
officials admit that there are plenty of suitable jobs around, but these
are mysterionsly filled whenever any of the 13 anply.

Ironically, one of the men has (ust received 2 £75 “ideas award™
frem Fords of Dagenham for this suggestion for improving produc-
tivity in the plant mors than a vear ago. Mow he is out oo the
tiles, he will have ample time to reflect on this reward for his services.

A MONSTROUS BASTART
MOTHER wastard oreamisation has been fathered by the big
bosses of British capitalism. It has not yet been christensd,
but there can be little doubt that when that day comes the cercmony
will be joviully approved by Mr. John Bare, Tory Minister of
Labour, who has dong much to nuture the infan{ monster,

The new organisation has arisen out of a permanent union
between the Federation of British Industries and the British Em-
plovers” Confederation, Amuadgamation has been accepied in prin-
ciple by both groups and a third cmplovers’ organisaticn, the
Mational Association of EBritish Manufacturers, is also expecied Lo
jCH,IL

If this fusion goes through, the mew body will be one of the
most powerful ever knmown to this country and ithart much more
effective in combaiing the demands of workers. These and similag
“advantages™ were siressed at the upaty talks.

BILL CHRISTOPHER

- - E ]

INTERNATIONAL CENTRE OF RESEARCH ONMN
ANARCHISM (CIRA)

Case Postale 25, Geneva-Plaingalais, Switzerland (CCP Geneya
1 13009)

The above library is open to 2l its members and pives every
information about anarchism aad its history, Iis facilities include
international loaning of books, pamphlets and bound penodicals, as
wzll as recordings of lectures piven at the Centrz. It issucs a biblio-
graphical and eritical bullstin (appearing twice a vear), designed for
its members and has correspondents throughour the world, Annueal
contribution for members 15 £1.
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BABBLING BROOKE'’S BILL
WON'T HIT FASCISTS

'[:.NDE.R THE PHONEY PRETEXT of introducing legislation to

meet Labour MPs' demands for the banming of fascizm’s
bestial racial propaganda, Her Majesty’s own blue-eved pin-up boy,
Mr. Henry (Rent Act) Brooke has conjurcd up, with his customary
sleight of hand, the Public Order Bill.

Unfortunately, while producing the rabbit from the hat, babbling
Brooke also let the cat out of the bag. The RBill, given an unopposed
third reading in the House of Commons on July 30, is aimed not
against the fasgisis, but—as was made clear—against those who dare
to disturb “the peace™ at fascist meestings and who practice such
heresies as civil disobedience,

The penalty for the former “offence™ will be raised from a fine
not exceeding £3 or a month’s imprisonment, to a fine not excecding
£100 or three months inside,

During the demonstrations, organised by the Commities of 104
apainst the State visit of the Greek rovals, Brocke publicly foamed at
the mouth at the fact that royalty—"our” rovalty—had been booed
in the streets of London. His strictures against the Commitice,
Anarchists and Communists was echoed by magistrate E. G. H.
Robev, who, on fining a woman demonstrator 40s for disregarding
police Tegulations, announced in court that Parliament was consider-
ing measures to increase penalties for “that sort of offence.”

And Brooke has explicitly named the Committes of 100 as one
of the groups against whom the new Bill is directed,

Th= pattern 15 net new, of course. The same thing happened
during the 1930’5, when Mosley's thugs were terrorising Jewish
residents in the East End of London with their strong-arm methods.
Then, as now, the cry went up for legisiation “apainst the fascists™,
The Nationai Government provided lepislation all right with the
1936 Puoblic Order Act—and for avery fascist jailed or fined under
it, twenty anti-fascists were dealt with by “the law™, whose uni-
formed oificers provided protection for Mosley, William Joyce and
the rest of the rabble at their mectings of racs-hatred and Hitler
warship.

Not to be outdone, the Labour Government of 1945-50 was
simdarly obliging when 2 post-war cry went up for a ban on fascist
activities. There was a ban all right—on All political processions.
And for two vears no May Day march was permitted London trade
W Onists,

Already free speech in Britain is hedged in with restrictions and
police regulations. Inersasingly, only demonstrations acceptable to
the authorities are permifted. To play the Establishment's zame
by calling for legislaiion “against the fascists” is to hand over the
rights our pionsers fought to establish—because the law and the
profits are as ons, uniled against non-conformists like ourselves.

Well-meaning reformists, hike Fenner Brockway, only provide
the State with rods to use against militant anti-fascists, nuclear dis-
armers and others, when they raise the old cry. The way to combat
morons who peddle anti-Ssmitic, anti-Colour filth is by direct action.
Experience teaches that the State will pever do the job for us. Thev
know their real enemics and are only too gratefu] when given the
chance, without a whimper of oppuosition, to hammer us more heavily,

K. H.

 Under the cut-price counter

JYOR THE SIXTH TIME on the trot in as many years, Marks &
Spencer bave reduced the prices of some goods, It would be
pleasant to assume from this that big business isn't so beastly after
all and that it is beccuse M&S has its customers interests at heart
that price-cutting has taken place.
ut in announcing the price cufs, The Observer states; “The
irm is giving nothing awsay; past experience has shown that increased
turnover more than compensates for teduced prices.” Two days
later The Times zave this foresight 3 pat on the head by proclaiming
that Marks & Soencer’s net prefits for last yvear had scared from
£21.334.000 to £22.455.000. This “profit statement™, raves The Times,
“can ondy be described as excellznt” “Excellent”™ for whom? In
the last ten years sales haven't guite doubled, but profits have
trebied (these sharcholGers aren’t going fo soffer from malnutrition),

Mow a rat can be smelled among all this price-cutting and profit
making.  Capitzlists are no more akin to conjuring than Anarcho-
Syndicalists.  The small Arms who sell their stufl at the M&S stores
have to do as Big Brother Marks tells them. If M&S sey prices
must be cut, this must be done at the expense of their workers—
otherwise M&S may refuse to sell their goods. S0, ecither wages
mist be reduced or output and production increased.

Worksrs at textile firms suppiving M&S must have bsen partico-
larly hard hit in this way, as 13 64 in the £1 was knocked off clothing
pricas a year ago. Corahs, with a branch in Rochdale (Lancs), does
much to cover the counters of Marks & Spencer with zriicles of
clothing. It made enly £543,123 in profits last vesr. afier paving

its subscription to the State in the form of taxes. Mot 4 paich on
Big Brother Marks, but enough to keep the investors happy.

Corahs employ teepage girls, rather than middis-aped women,
seause the work wrecks the eyvesight.  Since the pgils are oflen
straight from school and haven't much expericnce inm how to stick
up for themselves, the management fancics its chances at getting
away with murder. Smoking is forbidden, even in the lavatories,
nlthongh all the cotton miils and paper mills about allow their
workers to smoke in the lavatory, Late comers for work may get
sent home if they are more than 15 minutes late. The girls are
tackled by the personne! officer if their hairsivles and dress aren’t
e her Liking.

Pressure from M&S to produce a cheaper garment has led to
2 tighlening up on piecework timings, This means the girls must
work harder and faster to get the same wage. Being pushed for
time, the machine operators can't do as good a job on the jumpers
and cardigans, cte.  Bul this suits the profiteer, who wants 1o sell
and profit. If the clothes are shoddy they scon wear out and now
ones must be bought. Such firms often try it o, by paying workers
less for Waiting Time dering shortages of work or materials. This
was done at Corzhs: disguized ender a2 new scheme of paymen: for
Wa.it]_ng Time, wage cuts were introduced. Savings are also made
by taking it out of the workers' pay when a machine breaks down,
or needs maintenance. While bosses behawve” like this, trade union
bigwigs usually mrn a blind eye, or agree with the management,

Labour leisurely while the Time and Motion blokes are breath-
ing down your neck! But piecework will always be 2 mepace in the
hands of managements. It encourapes bad workmanship and enables
the boss to tamper freely with wages. Let's face if: beneath their
price gutting, the profitesrs and factory owners are out to do s,
Workers and shoppers alike! Mo matter who wins the next election,

cur loss will still be their gain,

JOAN and BRIAN BAMFORD
Salmon sales boost
Canadian strike funds

ATURDAY, Augus: 3, found me selling salmon. Six thousand

fresh salmon, averaging 5% Ibs, were sold here in Edmonton

at $2.50 each, the procecds going to the strike relief fund of the

United Fishermen and Allied Workers Union—MNative Brotherhood

of British Columbia. The BC fishermen weni on strike in the middla

of July to resist efforts of the Packing Plants to reduce the price
paid for pink salmon from 11} cents per b, to 10 cents per lb.

1f woodworkers go on sinke, the bosses can call on the armed
might of the Statz ro prevent them from cotiing tress; similarly most
other workers can be prevented from producing unless it is for profit
for the exploiting class: but the State has not yet found a way to
stop striking fishermen from catching fish. The striking fishermen
then, have been catching salmon and selling it direct to the public
in the Vancouver arca. Without the middiemen and the preed of
the Packing Plants for profits, the fish have been sold at a price
that has emabled fresh salmon to appear on working-class tables,
while still providing over 330,000 for strike relief

Thia direct action by the fishermen really hits the bosses where
it hurts and they have done all in their power fo prevent the fish
sales. Their stooges in city hall, together with the RCMP, have
tried to prevent the sales of fish by demanding licenzes. The result
was that several UFAWU officials were summoned to appear in court
on charges of selling fish without a Bcence; bur the sales went on.

Encouraged by the popularity of the sales in the Vancouver areca,
the fishermen decided to bring salmon to the prairies. Despite the
etforts of the Packing Planis to intimidate trucking firms, and
Edmonton city hall te block the sale by refusing permits, six thousand
soxeyve dalmon arrived in Edmonton on Saturday morning and weni
on sale ap half-a-dozen outlets throughout the city. ey

Volunteer salesmen {rom the labour movement were mn off their.
feet trying to meet the demand for the salmon. People crowded
round the tucks and, by noon, every single salmon hud been sold
and people still clamoured to buy. Our comrades from BC tock
back almost $15,000 to help feed the families of siriking fishermen,
while the people of Edmonton were shown that fresh salmon meed not
be an expensive luxury in the prairie provinces.

As this is wriken the outcome of the sirike 15 in the bands of
& Government arbitrater. The Union and the Packing Flanis ayread
to a teiurn 10 work, with both sides 1o accept the price for pink
sulmon as fixed by the arbitrator.

BILL GREENWOD
- - -

JOHN THOMAS DORAN, 35 was arrested a3 an slleged
stowaway when the Queen Mary docked at Sourhampion on Alg:lit
13. 1t was alleged thae Doran #was & leadsr of the Nanwnal Eesruen’s
Reform nlovement.
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war. This lie . . . was repeated for several days by the “Telegraphr'.
Then the matter was dropped. The “Telegraph® did not, of course,
print the Associated Press despatch, reporting that Dr. Peck, con-
fronted with an official photograph of Ramon Capdevila by the
French police, stated categerically that he had never seen him in his
life, thouph this appeared in the French Press and was repeated, a
week later, by the "Daily Express’. Here are some other facts that
the “Telegraph® found it convenient to ignore:—

“The alleged “bandit attack” took place oo a main road, near
the fromtier, at a spot infested by Spamish officials, in and out of
gniform, :

“Mothing was taken from Dr. Peck buot his camera (use by
tourists of cameras in Spain is rigorously controlled). 2

“Dr. Peck has repeatedly stated that he thought he was being
ordered to stop by police or oistoms officials.

“Juanito El Croix, S%anish refupee, whom the Franco authori-
ties claimed was Capdevila™s accomplice, has been interviewed and
found to have a watertight alibi by the French police.

“The murderous oltrage took place a few days after fascist

alice had made many arrests and shot down a number of anti-
fascists, in an all-out attack on the Resistance Movement in Cata-
lonia.

“Accarding to a reliable report, a Spanish fascist paper in Bar-
celona published, on Mondayv, JTuly 27, a news item that two British
tourists had *aceidentally been killed” by frontier goards. This edition
of the paper was immediately withdrawn.

“The only people who could bensfit from the attack were the
Spanish fascists, who attempted to use it to discredit the Resistance
Movement, in particalar the CNT, and as a pretext to persuade the
French Government to take repressive action agzainst anti-fascist
exiles.”

Mow, ton years later, ouer good comrade Capdevila, whose life
was devoted to the strugele for freedom from -oppression, joins the
tens of thousands of Svndicalist militants massacred by Spanish

faseism. We honour s memory as a fearless fighter Tor the working
class and the free society,

Asturian miners strike

HE ASTURIAN MINERS have again raised the banner of revolt
against France fascism. As we po to Press, more than 15,000
workérs are on strike, or locked out, in the biggest industrial stop-
page since the big strikes last vear. Following these, there were mass
deportations of Asturian miners to other regions of Spain and, when
the prezent conflict started, many had still not been allowed 1o
relurn home.

The miners’ demands in the present strike include 2m end to
victimisation of their deported brothers, immediate wape increases
end longer paid helidays, together with the right to elect their own
delegates, instead of officials from the Stats-conmtrolled trade unions.
In relation to the last demand, it is interesting to note that, following
the advice of the Syndicalist Alliance (CNT-UGT-5TV), the majority
of miners at the pits curréntly on strike abstained from voling in
the recent unicn ciections.

Among pits closed by the Civil Governor of the region omn
aneyuse 7, becapse of strike action, were: Mosquitera, Fondon and
Maria Luisa; of the Duro Felgttera company; Pumarabule of Lan-
greo and Siere, and Sarriego and Oscvra, of the MWespral Company,

Promises of support for the Asturian miners have been made by
the Imternatiomal Confederation of Free Trade Unions znd by the
Italian Miners’ Federation, who sent the following tzlegram to the
Secretariat of the CNT in Exile: “Imalian workers exsress their
traternal sclidarity with the heroic Asttinan miners, who, by thair
pmited strike for petter working and living conditions, are making a
precious contribution to the anti-Franco stmggle and for the restori-
tion of democratic and trade union frecdom.”

Japanese students protest

THE 18th ANMNIVERSARY of the dropping of the first atom
. bomb, murked at Hiroshima by the $th World Congress npainst
MNuclear Bombs, was marred by the maneeuvres of politicians,
=ploiting the natural human revulsion against this criminal act, The
Eauszsian delegation walked oat when a Chinese delepate tosc to
speak.,  The Russizns were dutifully followed by the delegates of
other Communist states and by the nentralist Indian delegates.

Dur comrades of Zengakuren (All Japan Federatien of Student
Autopomies) were excluded from the Congress by the polincians,
zithongh Fengakuren, by ifs sincerity, courage and epergy, has lad
the fight apainst the Bomb.

The students refus;‘Ic; to let this pass in secret and demanded
the right 1o siaie the facts o Congress. Pohce had been called to
expel the young militants, who resisted and fought the police on the
platform for 25 miputes, before beine pushed off to continue the
struggle about the exits. The meeting started 90 minutes late. But
the yvoung students are winning the support of the workers.

INDUSTRIAL NOTEBOOK

Ships delegates shelved

HE campaign to establish shop stewards on British ships is hav-

ing a very checkered carcer. The demand was made some

time ago by the “unofficial” Mational Scamen’s Reform Movement,

;:]mn it was rigorously opposed by the then General Secretary, Tim
OLL.

However, W. Hogarth, the existing Gensral Secretary, agreed in
principle with the demand and 100 members of the union attended
a course at the NUS headquarters for special training.

Pressure by the emplovers, understandably opposed to shop
stewards, appears to have encouraged Mr. Hogarth to have a change
of mind. On July 5, NUS leaders succceded in getting the union's
executive To agree to postpone their plans—much to the annoyvanco
of the more militant members.

Apreement has now been reached with the employers for a new
srievance procedure, under which an officer will be appointed to
be responsible for all complaints received from the crew while at
gea. If his demands are unacceptable to the men, they can revert
to the method of reporting to the union officials] first at port level
and later at national level

We are assured, however, that plans for shop stewards on board
ship have not been sbandoned. But such militant demands, if
popular, never are abandoned. This is not how trade union bureau-
crats deal with embarrassing situations; they kick them around, in
the hope that in time the idea will be forgotten.

MATTHEWS RUNS TRUE TO FORM

NLY two weeks after reliring as national industrial organiser of

the MU GMW, James Matthews went into partnership with

a top official of the Egonomic Leapgue, Lt 'T;DI. Eric Dawson, as

director of a Mayfair firm which specialises in class collaboration,
emplover-worker co-operation and all that jazz.

Big Jim should be well suited for the job, emplovers love him
like a brother. The aim of this ratbag outfit is, according to their
official spokesman, to get rid of the employer-worker complex.
Employers call them in when they rum into trouble, at a price of
course. Somecone has to pay if Matthews is to cop in the region of
£2—£3 000 per year for his im famous services.

THE “13” STILL ON THE TILES

T it now more than four months since the 17 so-called “trouble-
makers” were sacked by Fords, and so far only four have found
alternative work. Victimisalion by the Dagenham management is
now apparently being extended by other firms in the area, Union
officials admit that there are plenty of smtable jobs around, but these
are mysteriously filled whepever any of the 13 apply.

Iromizally, one of the men has wust rectived a £75 “ideag award™
frem Fords of Dagenbam for this suggestion for improving produc-
tivity in the plant more than a year ago. Now he is out on_ the
tiles, he will have ample time to reflect on this reward for his servicss,

A MONSTROUS BASTARD
MNOTHER bwastard organisation has been fathered by the big
bosses of British capitalism. It has not yet been christened,
but there can be little doubt that when that day comes the ceremony
will be joyfully approved by Mr. John Hare, Tory Minister of
Labour, who has done much to nuture the infanl monster.

The new organisation has arisen oot of 2 permanenl union
betwesn the Federation of British Industries and the British Em-
plovers’ Confederation. hmnlg,umgtion his bECI:.I. aceepted in prin-
cipls+ by both groups snd a third cmployers’ organisaticn. the
Mational Association of British Manulacturers, is also expecled lo
join.

If this fusion zoes throogh, the new body will be cne of the
most powerful ever kmown io this country and that moch nmiore
effective in combating the demands of workers. These and similap
“advantages” were siressed al the unity talks

BILL CHRISTOPHER

- - L]

INTERNATIONAL CENTRE OF RESEARCH ON
ANARCHISM (CIRA)

Case Postale 25, Geneva-Plainpalais, Switzerland (CCF Geneva
1 13099) :

The abowve library is open to all its members and gives every
information about anarchism and its histery, Dis Tacilities includs
international loaning of books, pamphlets and bound periodicals, as
well as recordings of lectures given at the Centre. It issucs a biblio-
graphical and eritical bulletin (appearing twice a vear), @:mgned for
its members and has correspondents throuzghout the world,  Annueal
coniribution for members is £1,
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An open letter to

the Labour Leader

Dear Harold,

As usoal, you have travelled far, in cvery sense of the term,
since I last wrots. Really, these days we hardly know, round at the
Ward meetings (how that name keeps creepig in, doesn't it?) how
to keep up with you at all. After that wonderful American tour,
the Russian trivmph! And now, the Fall of the Rachman Empire!
But Hurold, we didn't at all like that New York Mewsletier report
in the Evening Standard about how the Yanks were purzled by the
look in your eye and that they were wondering if you werc Liying
to win. the British elections from American soil. We all considered
this to be very crude and agreed that never mind what sort of soil
you use—American, Russian or wherever you turn up next—ijust so
long as you win, Harold.

We followed your Russian tour in every detail and, what with
the millions of pounds of stuff you scem to have sold them and the
way they fell all over you, we were very prouwd. Of course, Bro.
Grundiman had o trv to spoil things by asking all the time when
wou were going to be photographed with your counterpart, the
Teader of the Russian (l;ppﬂsitiﬂn, He went on until Councillor
Blott lost patience and explained the matter to him fairly sharply.
But did that stop him?- Mot at all. He kept on asking cverveone
what the lLeader of the great, democratic British Labour Parly was
doing caverting ahout with tyrants who would allow no Oppositicn
Party and would shoot on sight anyvone who stood agsinst Kroschey?
1 don’t know —the awful ignorance you have to put up with!

Mind you, Harold, T was a bit relieved myself that that chap
Mikoyan wasn'L ap his best—inhospital, or something, wasn't he?
Itold vou last time to watch out for him, you know. Now don't be

NO PRIZES—The Hare is running, the Sandys have ron out,
who now plays with Marples?

olfended, because 1 know he's a clase friend of yvours, but since he
did [or Beria I've always thooeht him a bit 400 guick on the draw
for safety, Anyway, you looked very cheerful talking to him at the
hospital and 1| was most rélieved that nothing of an argumentative
Thiure corme L. T

We were all very glad when you got back and, with thal uncanny

diplomacy of .yours, helped old Mac to shut down on the Philby
. husiness.  Everyone was pething embarrassed about it, whit with the
. Lord Privy Seal saving things one day and having to wriggle out
of them the next and then having to admit, hike Mac, that no cne
had told him anvthing, either. And, of course, any loval Lakour
Party member should be guite content when you tell him that there
are things that it's best [or him nol to know and that vou and Mac
will take care of them between veou. But yon should have heard
Grundiman. [ tel vou, that mun’s onfy a burden on the Party.

He was at his worst—would vou believe i?—when vou were
@t your best in the Reny racket debate. Saying things like that yvou
were well goalified 1o léad the debate, being a landlord voursclf and
he Kept on pretending that he didn’t know how many hodsss Vol
hive—counting them on his fingers and that sort of silly caery-on.
Counzillor Blot! was very patient with him and went over it all in
detail. quoting from that report in the Evening Standard that showed
your shrewdness as o landlord.  He pointed cut that you had rented

- gut the house you psed 1o five in at Mo, 10, Scuthway, Hampstead-—
prophetic, that No. 10, ¢h?—when you moved mext door to Mo, 12,
the ene vou bought with the 90 per cent mortgaae vou told us about
on tedly. (I did think that made vou seem really one ol us, Harold)
and which is now worth more than £10.000, though when you
bought it in 1953 from that Tory MP, Sir Gurney Something-or-
other, it was on oficr [or £6.000.

As the Councillor pointed out, we've lucky to have a Leader
wha can 2o into the aftack on the Rachmans with a first-hand know-
ledes of the properly market. And then, of course, there’s your
Soiflyv bungaiow, isn't there? And, alier all the Counaillor's tronbls,

all that Grundiman could say—tryving to be fupny, as uwswal—
was that he supposed that when you meved inte Mo, 10, Downing
Sireet, youd probably, buy up No. 12 and rent it oout to Mac
and Lady Dorothy.

Well Harold, Tl be addressing my next [=tter to vour Scilly
bunzalow, where no dowbt you'll be during the Parlinmentary. rocoss
and by the time yvou eet buck from ihat, iUl be just about time for
me to send vou my ustzl Christmas card.

Yours fraternally,

JIMMY WIGGING.
MANCHESTER AND DISTRICT—Contaet Jim Pinkerton, 12 Alt
Koad, Ashton-under-Lyne, Lames.
NOTTING HILL ANARCHIST GROLUP—mscts on the last
Friday of each month at Rrian and Margaret Hart’s, 37 Ladbroke
Road (near Notting Hill Gate Station), London, W.I1 at § pam.

Direct Action

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE SYNDICALIST
WOREKERS FEDERATION

Yenrly subscripiion rate: Gs.6d
from: Bill Christopher, 34 Cumberland Road, London, E.17
{cheques and p.0's crossed and payable to K. Hawkes).

THE GREAT ILLUSION

HE extremely limited natore of the recent test-ban agreement has

hardly escaped comment; few people seem disposed, however,

o recognise its implications. The signatories agree to stop poisoning

us and our descendants with atmospheric and underwater tests Tor
a5 long as their national intercsts arc not thereby jeopardisad.

Bearing in mind the history of nuclear testing, particularly the
breaking of the last moratorium, the let-out clause amounts to a
virtual admission that the agreement has been reached only because
Russiz. the United States and Britain have once more reached parity
in their nuclear weapon technology. . This reasoning is reinforced
by De Gaulle's refnsal to sign the treaty and its outrighl condemna-
tion by the Chinesc. When suflicient further research has been
carried out. or enouzh secrets captured by their spies, the three
signatorics will be able to join France and China in atmaespheric
and nnderwater tests, without even abrogating the treaty.

When such tests are resumed, we shall, of course, hear that there
are other interests than national ones; this was the basis of American
and British protests over the Russiun resumption in 1961, Mean-
while, Russia, America and Britain will conlinue underground test-
ing, the stockpiling of nuclear weapons and the building of submar-
ines, and the development and mass-manafacture of chemical-biolGei-
cal weapons. The arms industries in oll countries remain
unthreatensd.

However, Kemnedy and Khruschev have stage-mapaged this
whole empty charade well enough to focl even thess whe shosld
remain most sceptical. One would expect Macmillan to make all the
capital he could out of the affair, by claimmg that the apgrecment
was signed only because of the British Bomb, or Gordon Walker to
insist that he and Wilson paved the way with their Moscow visit,

But the spectucie of CND, too, climbing on the bandwagon, and
insisting that their policies have forced the leaders’ hands only gocs
to comfirm that the leaders of that orsanisation are as closely com-
mitted s cver to the methods of power-polilics, while the Comenitics
of 100’z joke offer of honorary membership o -Hailsham shows that
even the Commitiee has pot yet come all the way towards direct
action: considerahle vestiges of its days as a political protest move-
ment still remain.

1o fact the healthiest comment came [rom George Brown, who
said “We have had pieccs of paper waved at us bafere.”  (Since
then the party line has changed of course, and Brown has not carad
10 repeat this seninment.)

It may well be that the timing and nature of the Moscow agree-
ment were determined by considernticns wother than fechnology and
public opinicn. It cortainly scems to eeflect the prowing strugeles
within the Western and Eastern power bloes, manifested in the cur-
rent tariff war between the United States and France and i Khrus-
chev's arming of India. What is definite, however, is thal the teeaty
iz dedicated to the maintenance of the Great Ilusion. As long as
people continge to think of pesce and freecom in terms of palitics
they will only suffer for ity treaties will be signed and broken at the
convemience of the politicians conserned.

MR

OXFORD ANARCHIST GROUP: Defails from Lagrens Otter,
5, MNew Yait Roazd, North Leigh, near Witney, Oxon.
ROMFORD AND HARNCHLUROH ANARIHIST GROLP—for
detafls please contact Chris Rose, 34 Newbory Gardens, Upminster,
Escex. or John Chamberdain, 74 Ypper Ruinkam Road, Horncharch,
Esorex.
BRISTOL FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS —For defails please
comiact the convenor. lan ¥ins, 3 Freelaads Place, Hotwells, Bristol
8.
LIVERPOOL—Those intercsted in forming a literizrian discossion
groon on Nerseyside, please contact Vincent Jobmson, 43 Miilbaak,
Lin rpool 13,
GLASGOW FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS meof every Thurs-
dav eyening at 7.30 pan., 4 Ross Sireer, Gligow 5.2, ol s
Gallowgale)
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Trade unions in India

ESPITE the increased pace of industrialisation in recent Vears,
= Indiz remains a predomenantly agricultural ¢conony. 70 per
cent of its population derive their living from agrisulture, a propor-
tion that has hardly changed in the last fifty years.

According to the 1951 Census, the total number of workers in
modern manufacturing industrics. was about 2.5 million. Adding
those emploved in plantations (1.2 millica), mines (0.3 million), con-
struction utilities, transport and communications, the total comes to
about 7 million in a population of what was then 356 million and
w now nearly 440 million. 1t is, of course, to this fraction that trade
unionism primarily directs iis appeal

As an oroanised movement, trade uhjonism in India dates from
the end of the first world war. Todav there are about 9,000 Gnions
claiming a total membership of 3.5 million, Mest unions, however,
are small, 65 per cent having less than 300 members, and are organ-
ised on & plant or Grm-wide basis. Almost all are poorly organised
and badly financed; paper membership is eommon and membership
turnover is high.

LED BY POLITICIANS

At the npational level the mevement 15 dividéed alomg political
lines into four federations: the Congress-sponsored Indian MNational
TUC with 910, members in 1958; the Communist All-India TUC
with 537,000; the Socialist-sponsored Hind Mazdoor Sabha with
192.000; and the left-Marxist United TUC with 82000 members.

This political split is no accident: politics was im at the birth of
the movement and has remained there ever since. The original
impetus to the growth of unionism came not so much from the
workers themselves as from nationalist politicians, anxious to enfist
the newly-emerging industrial profetarat in the struggle against
British rule. =

The British rulers have gone. but the politicians remain. The
movement, especially at the national level, is sill led by middle-class
politicians, whe see their organisations primarily as adjuncts of the
political parties to which they belong, rather tham as drganisations
to defend. the industrial interests of their members. Strikes and
deémonstrations are more commaonly directed against the Govern-
ment than against the employers; and ¢lectionesring 15 a major trade
unicn activity.

Compargd with trade unionism in Britain, the predominance of
“sutsiders™ in the leadership is the most striking feature of Indian
trade unionism. There are scveral possible explanations of their
presence, apart fram the historical one arising [rom the struggle for
national independence.

One is the facr that the complicated labour legislation and the
waork of industrial tribunals is in the English langnage—knowledge of
“]-hn:h is confined to 2 per cent of the population, mostly middie
class.

Another is the faet that lack of finance means that few unions
are able to employ full-time professional organisers: they rely, there-
fore, on financially independent outsiders, who offer their services
in return for a particular political commitment.

UNIONS AND THE STATE

Yet another is the linguistic and ethnic gap between management
and workers that exists in many industries. India % & country of
many peoples and many langnages. The set-up, therefore, may often
be British managers versus Indinn workers, Marwarl managers versus
Bihari workers, Tamil managers versus Telegn workers and s0 on—
a situation which encourages the workers to relv on spokesmen of
the middle class, who can use the lingua franca of Enphsh.

Perhaps the most important reason, however, [or the continued
presence of outsiders is based on status considerations, Cuaste has

cen “abolished™ by the Government, but it remains an omnipresent
fict of Indian social life. Status considerations make it diflicult for
low caste factory workers to deal directly with higher caste managers
and government officials.

Whatever the true explanation may be, the dominance of out-
siders is a serious source of weakness in the movement. Unions tend
10 Tevalve round political personalitics, for whom there is a good
deal of hero worship: rival unionism is rampant; and political divis-
icns within and between unions are stimulated.

More important, the presence of outsiders results in a lack of
selfconfidence and self-reliance on the part of the organised workers
themselves. This in turn is reflected in the attitude of unions to the

tate,  Instzad of relyving on their own industrial power, they tend

to look to the povernment to achieve their objectives of hetler pay
and conditions.  Adjudication and compulsory arbitration,” ralher
than weluntary collzactive bargaiming, is the dominant pattern of
industrial relations—a csystem which puts a premigm on bricfless
lawyers, anxiows o make a living off the movement.

In a capitalist industrial socicty, wnions perform two main social
functions. One is te express the wage and welfare ambitions of

the workers and the other is to help maintain a disciplined labour
force. In India the tendency is For the firstfunction Lo be performed
by the State, throngh the camplicated machinery of comciliition and
arbitration that has been set up. 2

An informed foreign stodent of Indian unioms has obscrved
that [or the last 25 vears practically every significafit wape increase,
every arrangement to keep step with the cost of hivimg, and cvery
major standardisution of worker relations has been granted through
the agency of the State dnd as a result of the mtervention &f the
Stata. {

The trade unions” role has been largely limited to accepting ths
official awards. In this situation, the disciplimary funciien of wnicns
has become the more imporiant, They become agencies for trins-
forming a non-industrial labour force, unaccustomed to collocctive
factory work, into the equivalent of a humsn maching responding
to restrictive regulations.

In Communist countries, this is the major function of trade
nnions. In India the unions are nor yer redused 1o this level, bt
the trend appears to be in that direction. The general wme of
Government policy in this field is ominous. .

“The working class”, declared the authors of the First Five
Year Plan, “performs fypetions vital to the maintenance of the com-
munity’s egomomic life.” Labour will be serving itsell best by the
ohservition of preater regularity, discipline and meticulois cafe
the discharge of ils duties . . . In an economy . . . organied fo
planned production and distribution, aiming ut secial justice and
welfare, strikes and lock-outs have no place.”

In keeping with the spirit of this declaration, the Mate has the
power o declare sirikes itlegal and is fully prepared to break
sirikes that threaten the discipline established by judicial decree,

THE PRESSING PROELEM

Also in line with it is the much-publicised policy of workers' par-
ticipation in management, outlined in the Third Five Year Flan
Little progress, indeed, has been made in seiting up Joint Manage-
ment Councils—as in all underdeveloped countrics the gap between
promise and reality is glaring—bui the intended effect is the same as
in all such schemes: to ensure a “responsible™ work force, which
feels it “belongs™ to the enterprise, while retaining the basic struc-
ture of the wage-sysiem. .

By co-opting a few union leaders or workers into muanagement,
“industrial peace™, it is hoped, will prevail, Welcamed by the INTUC,
the other federations have been more restrained about workers
participation. Mobody, however, appears (o be posing the radiesl
alternative to such a policy: workers’ control. Given the conditions
in present day Indin, this perhaps is not surprising. The asrowing
force of industrial workers will have to oust the outsiders and tike
contral of their own unions before they begin to think in such terms,

Meanwhiie. the pressing problem of all industeial workers, a5 of
most of India’s leeming millions, is a foll belly and adeguate sheltes.
Podustrial workers earn om an average twice as much as agpricultural
workers, but this largely means that it fosts more to slarve in the
towns than in the country. (For India a5 a whole in 1956 the
average ammual per capita working class family income was Rupegs
249 compared with Rupees 121 for agricubtural families, ce. £18.13.6d
and £9.1 6d respectivelyl

A rtecent estimate by the Tndizn economist, S. A. Palekar, sug-
gests that average Tcal earnings did not rise at all beiween 1939 and
1950 rose by 33 per cenl in the peried 1930-35; but have declined
by 7 per cent between 1955 and 1959, With the inflation consequent
on the prezsent “national emergency” over the conflict with Ching,
the situstion is not likely to have improved since the latter date.

After a decade 2nd more of “socialist planning™, a large propor-
tion of Indian workers is not receiving a Starvation subsistence wage,
let alome a living wage. The planners in Dethi see the ndostrial
workers as “the principal instrument in the fulfilment of the target
of the Plan and in the achievemeni of ecopomic progress seneraliy’™
—4ui the workers continns to be submerged in increasing poverty,
sgualor and misery.

GO

Resistance Shall Grow

FULL IMPLICATIONS OF THE SPIES
‘FOR PEACE DISCLOSURES

A joint pamphlet by the ILP, SWF, Federation of London
Anarchists and Solidarty.

@ 21d for single copics or 6s (postfree) per dozen
From: | Bill Chnsiopher, 34, Cumb:_:fand Road, London, E,;T.
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More about managers

DPear Editor,

A recent letter from Laurens Otter, referring to a remark in 2
letter of mine to him, says “we are likely to talk in jargon terms”,
1 mention this in connection with his article in May issue of DAL,
*“The Root is Still Man™ and the reply from “IW.” in June issue,
“The Use of Managers”. The point m conflict may be only one
of terminology.

EBut if T might quote from Burnham’s book “The Managerial
Revolution™, at the end of the chapter on whe are the Managers, he
refers to the “separation of ownership and control” meaning “separa-
tion of control over access, from control over preferential treatment
in distribution.™ In this distinction perhaps lics the cux of the
issue, for the latter function will ulhmately be dependent on the
first. The examples J.W. cites are to my mind often individuals
fitting into the zecond categorv—the figpureheads. H. Wilson on the
other hand, strikes meé as a prime example of the frst. For in
another shapter im his book—Managers shift the focus of sovereignty
~-Burnham refers to the fact that Parliament, an Institution of
capitalist society, has lost sovercignty. Mozt laws issue from
administrative boards, which require a different type of leader—“it
is specifically the manaperial type™

J.W.'s last point that Capitalism has absorbed and uwsed the mew
class of managers only strengthens my first point that we may only
be arguing on terminological differences.

The dangers arising from the system under which we now live
are quite clear. The last war did see a weakening in the “proletariat™,
It has also seen a young generation grow up which is so cut off
from its parents in thinking, hoping and language, but internationally
united through a desire for utlatoral nuclear disarmament, that to
define what has happened is not alone enough. In DA, we should
scek positive methods of providing this generation with a broad
social perspective, in which nuclear disarmament is only one facet.
Arpuments on terminclogy are insullicient,

In the article “Stop the Stopwaich” you make no positive sug-
gestion,  Shouwld fewer men be needed for a job, this 15 good
economics—i.c. should make production cheaper and therefore beme-
fit the consumer, who is after all a worker as well, T'm no lover of
the managers, nor. of the TU's, but if the workers are to move
towards even co-parinership in industry, let alone control, then they
must learn to talk with their present managers.

A strike alone, therefore, iz insufficient, But must be used as
part of 2 campaign aimed at securing the sympathy of the public in
the area and the ear of the manapers to hsten to what all of us
consider a justifiable grievance—sudden redundancy.

Publicity in the form of literature may be costly, but why do
workers always think they are alone? Conswmers councils exist, and
local branches of sympathetic political parties—ep. Plaid Cymm,
Scottish Mational Party, Common Wealth, Fellowship and so on—
could alse perhaps jointly help.

If workers forget they are hitman beings with functions other
than wage saTning, esg.::ja!ly with a shorter working week, they will
always remain cut off, having the same problem as Albert Humt
noted at Marham—quoted by Bill Christophsr—"1 couldn’t find a
language™.

Yours [aithiully,
RICHARD EHLERS.

Friends and neighbours ?

“PFARIENDS and MNeighbours™, now becoming the recognised slogan

for industrial refations, is the theme of “Strike Out or Strike
Bownd”, an industrial pamphlet published by the Conscrvative Folii-
cal Centre.

Starting by foking a ook a1 “Management™, - hasn’t a ot to say,
apart from plogeging the co-partnershop line, management advisory
committees, ete. Undzriving all the flowery phrasss abeout workers
and management working topether, is the all-important statement,
“*However such committees cannot take the place of management,
they are advisory, not directive, and although managers would take
heed of their opinions, the power of decision would be theirs alene™
{mv =mphasig).

Some empiovers might be prepared to discuss the sack, wagse
reductions and compensation with the workers, much rabbit will pass
across the table, but underlyving it all “Management have the right
of hire and fAre™—and that i3 the all-important key.

Trade Unions are mext for review and the empbasis is tighter
centralization. Shop stewards get the usual hammering and guotes
from “responsible TU leaders” condemn the militents. Increased
contributions are suggested—as irade vniom leaders are paid inade-
quate salaries, and there are too few full-time officials. The suggesticn
15 also made that unions should invest their savings in industry,
through Unit Trust, as part of the “Friends and Mzighbours™ pohey.

Obvioasly, the class struggle is Poundly condemned. The most
pressing nesd is for recruitment of white-collar workers. says the
pamphlet, becanse they can provide [utore leaders and professional
advisers on wage negotiations and planning, Ford's are quoted a5 an
example of the problem of mulliplicity of unions “where it is nor-
mally the shop stewards om the spot who decide when to press for
wage increases and who look after the workers' intereste”™ The

mphlet would not be doing its job if it failed to mention the
Swedish set-up.

“Smaller firms", it states, "scll the pass to the shop steward and
in doing so upset local differentials and damage the wnicns as well
as themselves”, Unicns and employees are solid on this issue:; we
will decide when you should have a wuge increase and by how much,

“The TUC General Council is the government of the trade unicn
world, but it is a government whose decisions can be flouted”, we
are told. The answer is, of course, that the TUC should be “the
governor in the hardest sense™, thus being able to crosh amy rebels
{i.e. NASDU n 1961). This section concludes that since the war
unions have lost much of their power to the shop stewards and a lot
of their attractions for the new emerging working and middle-class
and that, to survive, they must rid themselves for ever of the class
stigma. In other words, the unions are expected to assist in (2)
running capitalism and (b) disciplining the rank and file, who have
the temerity to know what they want and hoWw best to get it

On shareholders the pamphlet s understandably brief, but the
appeal is for workers to get in on the acl—on the assumplion that,
having invested, they will stand the thres-card trick.

The final section covers the role Gosvernment should play in tha
“Friends and Meighbours™ pollcy. In the past elaims the pamphler,
it has failed to st an example in nationalised indestrics,. When
industrial Telations were bad before nationalisation, they are still
bad, and where they were good, they have remained good. It goes
en that if the TUC can incrcase their power, they should try to
enforce a collective agreement between themselves and th: British
Emplovers® Confederation, which the Government would make
legally binding. This 18 part of the process of atiempting fo get
unoflicial strikes disciplined within the law. Suoch action would be
welcomed by some trade union officials, though they would not dGare

4y 50, 2
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Towards Anarchist Federation

HE Summer School organised by the Federation of London
Anarchists, this vear at Knockholt, instead of Hailsham, proved
quite the wettest, as well as the biggest, this writer has ever atiended,
Delegatos were present from groups in Durham, Gilasgow, Brisiol,
Oxford and the Southern Federation, and by the Sunday over one
hundred peopls were crowded into the quagmure that had boen
Brian Richardson’s back marden. The larpe increase in the nwmber
of peopie attending sceme=d to prove the contention that the growth
of interest in anarchist ideas that first bacame apparent during the
“Easter Rising” on the last Ieg of the Aldormasion March this vear,
was mors than just & momentary expression of disatisfaction.

In view of the srowth of anarchist groups outside London the
FLA devoted the available time to discussing the nesd for naticnal
federation and the form it should take 1o cater [or the needs of
regional groups. These discussions were not held in an atmosphors
of compiele amity, as might be expected at what turned out to be
the first major anarchist meeting for some vears. There were the
clashes of personality that appear to be inevitable at such gatherings;
thers was a noticeable condict between apge proups; some individuuls
felt strongly about the danger of a centralised bureacrascy; others
falt it pemtless to set up a paper organisation,

The difficulties were lirgely resclved through the sponiancous
working commiltecs that sprang up in the camp, and it was finally
agrced to appoint Jack Sfevenson as a national co-ordinating secre-
tary. Jelf Robinson apresd to take over the sdminisiration of the
“5it Down or Pay Up Fund”. (Contributfoms te go o 126 1 ollard
Street, Kenninzton). To facilitate the exchange of ideas it was
decided to issue an inizrnal bulletin edited by John Chamberlaim of
the Romford and Hornchuorch Anarchis: Group, and Margaret Hart,
of Maotting Hil! Anarchist Group, agreed to act as a clearing house
for international news. Finally a provisional date, the first weekend
in the new wear, was s2i for & notienal cenfercnce to be held in
London at which, amongst other things, the pationa] fedemtion
would be set up, Direet Action readers wizhing to contact groups
anywhere in Britain should write to Jack Stevenson at 6 Stainton
Road, Enfield, Middiesex.

JOHN NICHOLLS.
PRESS FUND, June 19—Angusi 15, 1963

Morongo Valley, Calif., AR. %5 Lomdon NW3, KH. £3;
London SW9, J.R. d4s; E. Molesey, Surrey, LW.B., £1; Los Angeles,
85, £1.15s; Wolverhampton, J.GL., 55 6d; Winslow, Arnr. F..,
£1.7.6d: Chicago, T.C., Is; MLM., £1.2.64; Rochdale, B. & LB, 1il.
Toral £10.4.64.
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BOLIVIA—INDIAN OR PEASANT?

TI—IE peasants of Bolivia are no longer called “Indians™ by govern-
ment officials. Except when the officials get drunk and they
can't control their tongues, )

The government, 2 revolutionary one, says it does a lot for the
peasant. There is even a Ministry of Peasant Affairs. There is also
a big Alphabetization Campaign. Big funds for a campaign on the
radic. The pity is that peasants have no electricity in their houses
and they don’t care much about transistors. They have their own
music, without commercials or political slogans.

In a region near La Paz, 10,000 Avmara pessants get together
to build a dam to hold badly-needed water for irrigation purposes.
They belong to communities dispersed all along the valley, zathered
in a joint effort, beneficial to all. The dam is built without mach-
inery of any kind, Eash man, woman and child carries a heavy
stone, The Revolutionary Government ferbade the shooting of a
documentary film to show to the world the peasants’ effort, without
State or American Aid. The peasants did not ask the Goverminent
for help. They had done that before for other things. Like asking
for glass panes to buy for their windows. It is verv cold up there,
13,000 feet above sea lavel.

ON THE EARE MOUNTAIN

The highest living peasant community m Bolivia is the happiest.
They live on the top of a bare mounlain, in self-inflicted poverty.
They were a very progressive community when they lived below the
mountain. So progressive that they were rewarded with eviction by
landowners when everything was in a fine state. They got tired of
becoming nomads and being progressive for others, so they migrated
to the bare mountain, where no greed could reach them. The
Fevolutionary Government came along. It shouted at them: “Come
down! We have the Agrarian Reform for vou! The land is vours!™
E."h::-.r shouted back: “Stick your Reform up your arse] ‘We stay

epe]™

In the salt Jake of Uyuni, peasantz called the Tomavis live.
They are Avmaras and nomads, and they are considered the poorest
peasants of Bolivia. Poorer than the community on the bare moun-
1ain. They walk for months carrying salt to sell in the city of
Potosi. They sell it, buy seads and walk back to Uyuni to plant their
seeds in the little Jand they have. They never beg and will prow
violent with anybody who looks upon them as beggars. Their faces
are like rocks, but they have a fine sense of humour.

In the canton of Achacachi, four vears after the Apgrarian Re-
form had becn made a law, povernment officialz went to hand deeds
and tell what plot of land belonged to whom. All legal and proper.
There was to be a party to celebrate.  The Aymara community, over
five hundred men, met the officials. They are pelite and they listen
te anvbody Intently, The officials smiled and one of them made a
little speech as an introduction to 2 bigger speech while a platform
was set up.  He stopped to regain his breath for the big speech.

A peasant got up and spoke. The peasan! sat down and
another rogse. He spoke, They all said something, ons after the
other, the ﬁ'l-';i: hundred and more of them. It was very impressive
and it was nightfall by the time the last one had had his say. No
shouting. no angry voices. Firm voices making statements,

The man who acted as interpreter never bothered to interpret,
He turned to the officials and said: “They all say you have to go.
They say they have no need for you or your little papers, They
say they have no nesd to be given the land, beeause there is no land
to give. They have already taken it and distributed it among them-
selves as they saw fit. They know what they want, they have known
for five hundred years what they wanted. They have it” The
officials went back to La Paz to drown their sorrow with imported

whisky.
HELFING THEMSELVES

The peasants of Jesds de Machaca are considered the most
ferocions ones. They have a tradition: priest hanging. Their com-
munity will mot allow half-caste or white men in the region. They
sutlered toe much under them. But they grow food for the half-
caste and the white man. The only difference now s that first they
take care of their needs.

The peasants of Collana are considered the richest of the coun-
try, Thev have lorrics and tractors and are very progressive. Mobody
is allowed to stay more than ten minutes in Collana, You can go
through, but not stay. That is during the daytime. At nisht, one
bullet past an ear is a warning. The second bullet never misses,
Their riches come from work atter they bought the machinery with
gold. It was the pold the Spaniards were not able to take with them
n:anuri:s ago, when knive: acted on their throats one night. -Tt was
hidden, to be unearthed after a slecp of centuries after the Revolu-
tion, when the pzasant armed himsclf. In 1932, they wanted tractors
and lorries—and they knew of no other community that had received
them from the Revolutionary Government,

A community living near the frontier of Perii is very ferocious.
They guard the entrances to their land with heavy machine-guns. A

politician, revolutionary, one day went to win them over with smiles,
He was told: “If vou come, we shoot you™. He went. He was shot
a few hundred yards away from community land. Therc was a
beautiful funeral in La Paz, The bands of the Police, the Munici-
pality and the Army touched hearts tenderly with their sad music.
It was very moving and office-workers thought of their girl-[riends.
The peasants were working.

The miners are also peasants. They consider the minegs their
own to exploit and that annoys the Americans.  American Aid is now
creating three motorised divisions in the Army. It is the remains of
the Army cotitely destroyed by the unarmed Bolivian peoples im
1952, Tanks are the only reply to the sxpert handiing of dynumite
sticks by the miners. The Axericans want to help Bolivian economy
like the Russians helped Budapest

Warisata was one of the biggest latifunds of Bolivia. During
fifty vears, the peasant community built a schoolhouse for themselves
almost yearly. When the landowner came back [rom his holidays
in Paris, the Vatican and Londen, he dedicated hamself to arsonic
orgies.  With each burning of the newly-built school, pzasants who
resisted were killed,  Afier the Eevolution, Warisata, already a
symbol of educational evolution in man, became a model school for
peasant teachers. Four wears later, the Revolutionary Government
ceded Warisata to American Methodists. The word of God spells

money.
AGAINST THE SYSTEM

From the Spaniards until April, 1952, Bolivia was a fendal
country. The peasants lived in serfdom. Virgins had to honour
the landowner’s bed for a week at the age of fifteen. The revolts
were suppressed with massacres.  Revolutions were only blows of
frustrated, repressed and ambitious half-castes, wanting to behave
like Europeans. There have been [56 of these bloody blows in the
country’s history, since 1823, the vear of Independence.  “indian™
was the derogatory term. Themr revolts were always against the
cnemy of the communfy. The peasants one day decided that the
battie was not against iselated private individuals but against an evil
system: Army, Church and Government.

For vyears they siently prepared themselves for a full-scale
revolution, But two weeks before they werc about to attack, in
1932, the working-class half-caste spontancously came oul to the
streets. They threw stones and fired rusty Mauscrs of 1909 at an
army bombing them with mortar and artillery fire, Two hundred
unarmed men would foliow one armed man, to pick up his rifle when
he was killed. The miners, all peasants, joined in.

The opposition, claiming to be revelutionary, got in because
there was no other way round. On the third day of fighting, with
15,000 dead, they were discussing terms with General Seleme. The
deal would be: if they gave General Seleme the presidency, he wounld
give them the Army, betraving the other Gemerals. They agresd,
but it was too late. The Army had already beems destroyed by the
working-ciass, the miners and the agricultural peasants. It had never
happened before in the whole history of South America.

The miost surprised ones were the polilicians of the future Re-
volutionary Government. They sot over it soon; they kicked the
General out of their hideout and took power. The working-class
haif-caste believed in them. The miners and the peasants did nst
They took hold of the mines and the land, despite pressure from out-
side, without any shoolings & la Castro, All was forgiven becamis
the fighting was over and now the rea]l Revolution had to begin.
They continued it, they are still continuing it. But now, elevan
years later, the Army has Sherman tanks. But can one kill the taste
of real freedom with tanks?

Bolivia 15 divided into three regions: Altiplano (cold), Vallays
(semi-tropical) and plaing and jungle (tropical). The Aymaras are of
the Altiplano, the Quechuas of the Valleys, the Crecle of the plaims.
The Crecle of the plains is like the Paraguavan and he nsually be-
haves like an aparchist. But the biggest influence is the Aymara
civilization. Theirs ia the communal systern, called the “ayllu™. It
has been so [or 2,000 vears, adopted by the Incas, of the Quechusz
TARE.

When a peasant does his “sirwinacu” (a trial marriage for ome
year), all the community helps him build the house, If the trial
is snccessiul, the couple marry. The community gives them more
help. MNow the children will come, as durigg the trial they use the
thythrm method of contraception. They become seolid members of
the commumnity, with the freedom to leave whenever they want, to

other horizons.
PIONEERS IN MEDICINE

An Aymara never locks his door. When he is not in the house,
he places a stick across the door. Mobody goes in while the stick
is there. The Aymaras was using quinine long before an Ayvmara
gave it to a Frenchman to give to the world. A Bobwvian doctor
spent twenty vears commbing a list of medicinal herbs uwsed by
Aymarg medicing men, a community im itself called the “Calla-
huavas”., Thev are as cusning a3 the fox and cire mostly by
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psychology., A Perovian plagiarized the Bolivian's work and the
plaginriced version 15 oow used as textbogk in the Sorbonne for
narmaceutical students. These are a few of the characteristics of
olivian peasants. The Aymara is stem, the Quechua 15 jolly and
s®iler.

The Avmara lanpuage has the same prosody as Greek. For
love, they have four denominations: love in peneral—munafa: to
love irrevocably—munjafia; everlasting love—munawi; love with
garesses, physical love—munart’aia.

In the XV century, Spamsh lLishops sathered to discuss inoa
high-brow mannsr whether the “Indian™ of South American was or
was not a human being.  The attitede of mind still clings.

JUAN NOVEDADES.

Life in a kibbulz

'{ummz MAHANAYIM is about a mile off the encalvptus-lined
arterinl toad through the well-colenised rift valley in Galilee, in
the very morth of Israel. It is a voung kibbutz and has succeeded
on a scttlement where five previous attempts failed throvgh lack of
water. It 18 small though there have been additions to the sixtv or
g original members, all still only in their carly thirties, They are
enz of a large sroup of kKibbutzim affliated to the lefter of the two
maujor political labour parties. The farming s mixed, they have
citrus, apple and pear orchards, grow cotton and ceéreals, maintain
& Friesian he rd, an egg farm, battery poultry and a fish-pond,

In comman with other Kibbutzim, money is not used internally
the children sleep away from their parcots, meals are communzl, eic.
Ti'lg houscs and kindergarfens are pleasantly set among regularly
maintained lawns and gardens, with a noticeable lack of fences. The
dining-hail is th2 cenire of activity, with kitchens and communal
inundry bzhind. Various odd buildings, relics of past settlements, are
used as stores and workshops. Care of the children, Iaundering and
repair of clothes, maintenance of the gardens, cooking of meals are
ail fufl-time jobs earried out by members. Another is a trained
murse, and there are regolar visiis from a doctor, a dentist and a
parber.

A feature of this kibbetz iz the “vouth movement”, & wolunicer
group of Torty boys and givls, aged 14-17, some from broken homes,
who live in and attend a school managed by members, helping a
litile in the warious departments, but otherwise' leading wonderfully
unrestricied Fves.

An 8-hour dav is worked six days a week, exceeded at time of
harvagy and other special demands, one of the shortest agricultural
working weeks in the world. Work is distributed quite informally by

cd departmental mansgers, unpopulsr work such as calering is
dene by rota. . General meetings to decide major issucs arc held
monihly, eommitler mestings, covering all aspests of ordinary re-
quircments, held when called for, A firm interest iz shown in the
development of the commune at thess, not without sometimes heated
arguments. althouph even minority opposition to zny issue leads 1o
its being shelved.

At the time 1 was at Mahanayim, there was talk of starting 2
factory. The Kibbutzim ars well established in 2 wide ficld of
industrial and cther wventures; ope 1 visited had a shoe Factory,
another manufactured pipes and fittings, a neighbour runs a Motel
and & group of us onoe attended a ecncert, in 4 conceri-hatl built by
a Kibbutz, They demonstrate very convincingly, in fact, the acumen
that we are told will disappear when “private enterprise™ is super-
caded.

An aflowanse iz given for clothes, apart from werkiong zear
which 18 obisined frecly, and thers are facilities for dressmaking.
Diress is easval, with suits and jackels only ever secn on visitors.
Tuilet dnd sundry necessities are made available in a weckly “shop”™,
and thera 15 a monthly disictbution of tea, coffee, biscuirs, ete. The
Kebbiote hus & good record library and a pool of gramophanes; there
iz 2 weraly filin ind a folk-dancing and sinpisg evenineg every Friday.
Evervone has their own small garden snd most are very well looked

gr. Mozt members have sxcellont bookshelvds, many follow
iverse mirsnits.  One, an artist, s given timie off work to paint.

The Kihbutz movement is a vnigque example, in s scale, of a
non-authoritarian way of life, and there is no indication of its
“reverting back™ from the basic temels. Tt s impossilde howeover,
rd their salent inveclvement in the emerrence of lsmal,
‘They were conceived and gencrated by Zionisls as the pringipal
methiod ‘of estatlishing, by setfloment, & Jewish State.  They proved
vital to the defence of Israel during the war {cllowing the declara-
tion of indepsndence, and still are.

The Argb coontrics are persit=ntly hostile, noidents are com-
mon, korder kibbitrim besrioe the brunt, The kibbatmmiks,” how-
evir suspicions of their political lzadsss, have the awiul example of
# Jndenrsin Eurons as confirmation of the reality of the continually
sinted intent of Arab leaders to destroy Isrnel. As far as it 05 poss-
ible to consider them apart [rom this unhansy frame, the kKikbutzim
demonstrate that people are capeble of living in a way that likertar-
1ans have long said was possible DAVE WwAalif,

The Negro struggle

“A Leagee with Death and a Covenapi with Hell”
(Wiliiam Lloyd Garrison, writing of the USA Constitn-
tion.)

* " =

American Civilisation on Trial (Mews and Letters, 8751 Grand
Eiver Ave., Detroit, Mich,, 50 cents). This new Mews and Letigrs
pamphlzst is well worth reading, for it contains useful maieral, Tt
has, however, some seriotls weaknesses—as, indeed, has any worth-
while pamphlet, If T dwell overmuch on these latter, it is not
becapse they mould the whole pamphiet, bt becavse the chief author
is a personal friend and, when reviewing one’s [riend's works, ong
should err on the side of severity.

“"ACT." is so eaper to praise the Abofitionists and Argue that
they held a central position in American history, that it contradizis
the cconomic determinist visw of Morthern capital development beinz
the propellant in the American Civil War. Thus, out of Tl picly,
it endorses Marx’s conditional suosport fer Lincoln, cven to the cxtent
of setting aside his eardinal doctrine in the process.

Though talking of crnticisms made of Linteln by Marx, ‘Abcli-
ticoists and leading MNegroes, the pamphlet ignores the fact that the
abolitionists refused to cndorse the Civil War at ifs beginning and,
at its h=ight, nominated Fremonl for President, thereby risking split-
ting the Republican vote and allowmng the election of MeClelan. It
alzo ignores the fact that, wntil two Years before the Civil War,
i.incoln supported slavery—I[our vears before he had campaigned [or
a Presidential candidate who boasted owning 3,000 slaves—and that
his conversion was ¢n the hardly cthical grounds that “miscegenation
was inevitable in a slave-owning socicty and so slavery wos a menace
to white supremacy” {(he is guooted to this day by extreme white
supremacist Southern poltiticians).

Worse still, it iznores Garrison’s belief that slaves would more
casily achieve [reedom within seceded Conlederate states than in 2
talsely united whole (even under the conditions of the war, the South
aid, 1n fact, abolish slavery in all its states before the war ended,
while the Mereth did not). “Let us now priise famous men and oor
fathers that begat us.™”

Histary has generally recorded the Civil War as a war of Slave
Liberation. It is worth recalling that the slavie trade had been a
Morthern momopoly and that the first Abelittonist society was formed
in the South, Segregation was introduced to the South only aiter
the collapse of sfavery. So one must judee in this light the fact
that, laler in that century, populir Soothern movemsnts  siocd
opposed o segregation, The “Southern Wey of Life” was then a
Yankce imnovation. Even 50, reading between the hines of “ACT.",
one finds the record less admirable than do the zuthors. The
pamphlet axalts that the Maticnal Coloured Farmers Alliance musmn-
bered one sullion members and, although separalely oreanised from
the White Asrarians, wared their class battles ag cne. From a paper
that has so olften powred scorn on th: Americin CF for having
sagregated branches, this is inexcusable.

It gquotss Tem Watson, loier 1o durn whize supremacist: “You ara
kept apart that you may be separately fizeced of your earnings. You
are made to hate cach othesr, because on that hatred iS5 resied the
keystone of the wch of finznzial desgotism . . Seunds wonderfitl,
untii one realises that the Populists were talking not about Capitalism,
but the Gold Standard—snd cnid one finds thar WLiScn wem oo
to s2v: ““We are defermined that in this [ree couniry that the humblest
white or hiazk man, who waois fo falk our duelinines cheil co i
and the man docsn’t live who shell toach a hair on his -head without
fighting every m-n in the People’s Party.”

=ACT.” atempis to trace & consistent ondercurrent of radical
resistance to maoimlism. Jg thersfore orgues that CoRE and cihere
Negro erganisations only fellewed spontaneous evolving movements,
This works If onz bérins onc’s sy of reccnt eveats in 1956, but
long before Rcsa Sparkces in December,  ¥8550 snarked ol ihe
Montromery bus strike therz had been that first pesi-war Frecdom
Ride, which integrated the inter-state bosss. And earlier thaf same
year Montzemery had considered beoveesing its bes service, Tles
pattern of trying to demonstmle a radical undercurrent fis with the
Marxist-Homanist belicf in Spontansity. Mo
sidzrable element of trizth here, but the pamphle!
out justification and in so deinz sgells a pessimis
this Tads always bean thers and we have acvanzed so
little, thers is little hone that we shall ever advanze fariher.

At times the pamphlet i exceflant, previding vsefnl matersl,
and a osaful eritigue of o who have ridden To promine
ence en oan allezed opoe mlism,  But ab limes it the
sert of histery that records W, Orian’s “thei shalt not ooy
Mankind unon a cross of Gold”, withonl mentioning that it was not
against Capitalism as suche It s, thercfors, at limes disappointing.
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