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It's been a full year now since
the seizure of the Feoples Warehouse
[PW} by the Coop Organization. Owver
the last two months there has been a
dramatic removal of C.0. influence and
control from a number of coop stores,
inclTuding the PW itself. Other than
Our Daily Bread bakery (which is no
longer a cooperative worker enterprise
anyway}, the situation has come full
circle and the C.0. is back to where
they started from--the Beanery.

In Togking back to what the response
to the C.0. has been, the January 9th
attacks on Mill City and Seward coops
can be seen as a turning point. Pray-
Tously, there kad been & months of
discussion, persuasion and arauments,
picketing, economic bovcotts, negotia-
tion and compromise attempis, many
leaflets and papers and numerous mass
meetings to counter each new owtrage
emanating from the C.0. From the be-
gin@ing there had been a sizeable mi-
nority of anti-C.0. peaple who wanted
to use the police and the courts, but
the prevailing sentiment had been to
use non-state methods ta resolve the
situation.

On January 10th and 11th, DAACE
Warehouse was to incorporate as a le-
gal cooperative. More and more af the
coop business had been going to DAMCE
and the C.0. was getting desparate

because the PW was becoming increasing-
1y unviable economically. During the
early marning hours of January 8th,
the C.0. attached blood-simulated in-
dictments of DANCE to the doors of
homes of DAMCE collective members--
giving them 24 hours to fturn the
dssats over to the PW, arelse. Mo
Burton, who had previously been one of
those singled out for harsh criticism
by the C_0_, had his truck Firebombed
during the same time period, altha na
onecan say for sure that the C.0. did
it. The next day about two dozen C.0.

members wWere involved in simultaneous
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attacks on Mill City and Seward. The
coordinators were physically thrown

out {punched up a bit at Seward) and

the C.0. was prepared to stay and be

the mew operators of the stores. In-
dividuals immediately called the police
who closed the stores down unti] the
city attorney declared later that day
that the old collectives were the Tegit-
imate operators of the stores.

The next morning some 40 people from
the community formed a non-violent body
at the DAMCE incorporation to make sure
that the C.0D. would not be able to dis-
rupt the meeting.*®

Later that day at pecial Mill City
and Seward meetings, both communities
were outraged. The calling of the police
was given community sanctien and the vote
was averwhelmingly for prosecution, altho
at Mi11 City evervone woted to ask the
judge that no one go to jail.*™ 0Of those
people who didn't want to prosecute, in=
cluding myself, no one had a better al=

ternative to suggest that was non-violent.

In addition, there were those who wanted
to start giving the C.0. a taste of there
own intimidation and violence, but most
people were against that for a variety

of reasons, such as getting the stores
wrecked or initiating a new round of vio-
Tence.

Non-vialence theorist, Mulford Sib-
ley, who is also an anarchist and a
socialist, can sse the use of the pol-
ice as actually preventing wiolence,
which certainly may have been true in
this case. Most amarchists and/or

* gimilariy, a manth later the Women's
Union would need the same type of group
after a doren or so C.0. women tried fo
storm their membership meeting. The
next day a C.0. leaflet appeared that
called the W.U: racist and fascist with
the exhortation to “smech feminism" .

** On fpril 27th, an out-of-court sett]e-
ment was reached for 3 one-year continu-
ance whereby all the C.0. defendants
could shop, picket and Teaflet the stores
but could not disrupt any of the stores.
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pacifists would consider any use of
the state or police to be viclent. In
response S5ibley would talk about cenu-
ine police work in some future society
as being a mon-violenmt patrol giving
assistance to people and performing &
service function in the meighborhoods.
The problem, of course, s that these ¢
functions are oftem mixed in with the
violence of today's police.

31bley would see the early London
Metropolitan Police as being & good
example of what he is talking about.
They did not carry arms and (in the
early days) thers was a decrease in
yviolence. He can foresee the ground-
work for a non—-wialent society in some
of the functions now performed by the
state. But the police cannot impose
non=violence on & community, because
most of the commurity must be orderly
or it doegsn't work. Sibley 1ikens the
police to doctors--doctors don't keep
people well, pecple keep themselves
well by their diet and general health
practices. But certain health abnor-
malities will develop and a doctor
will be neaded: certain social irra-
tionalities will develop and the pol-
ice will be needed. The objection to
all this which many anarchists will

cont. on P18
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Deprivitization 1% the word used to
describe the process of individuals or
groups of individuals resolving conflict
in a non-private, group situation.

Why mon-private? Often the power dis-
tritution Tn any relationship is unequal —
one person is stronger, has more influ-
ence, etc. Alsp, individuals develop
patterns--certain ways af acting within
a relationship. It is at hest difficult
to step out of those pattarns: in order
Lo examine them and get a clear view of
the relationship.

Involving other people and their re-
spective points of wiew and fnsights
in the process of discussing, under-
standing and resolving conflict tends
to egualize power distribution and ex-
pose developed patterns of relating,

But it doss more than that. Opening
up a relaticnship and its troubkle fo a
group tekes a Tot of oressure previous-
Ty centered on the individuals invalved
and spreads it ground. It forces people
to clearly define thejr position, feel-
ings and emptions so that others can
understand, It spreads out the respon-
sibility for resolutfon of conflict ta
mere pecple. Finally, 1t displays an
understanding that conflict within in-
dividual or oroup relationships‘is a
social as well as personal responsikil-
ity.

I was first introduced to the concept
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By Mamoy Evechild

af deprivitization by anarchist friends
from Des Moines who noticed the tension
between me and 2 friend and they talked
about how and why they deprivitize con-
Flict. 1 kept the idea in my head,
talked to a few friends about it and
then became invelved in my womens Sup-
port group.  That group was an-ideal
place to discuss the concept of depriv-
itization because that iz what the sup-
nort group s, a kind of general.col-
Tective, supportive, on-going depriv-
itization. ;

Well, it came to pass that one of our
group had reached a dead-end, irrecon-

cilable conflict with 2 housemate.
something had to be done, and neither
one of them wzs capable of doing it
alone. Chviously & community problem.
S0 we organized 2 formal deprivitiza-
ion.
That was the beginning. Since then
there have been at Teast four other de-
privitizations--between housemates,
work-mates, lovers, Friends and politi-
cal comrades. The degree of ‘success dn
resolving and following up on the con-
fiict has varied but all have been sue-
cessful in reactivating bogosd-down
relationskips, in invelving other peaple
in the process of resolving conflict and
in building a feeling of community and
community responsibility for each ather.



death...
and
(axes

By Hargaret Hastings

The gquestion that haunts chose of us
who seck radical change in a mom-viclent
manmer %5 what method can be wsed to
challenge the government and get ''them”
where it hurts. Living in our capitalist
socigty, the an$wer is so obrvicus that 1
didn't really see it until the confer-
encg on mom-violence recently held in
Minoeapolis. Get them in the pocketbook.
In other words, Tax Resistance.

At the conference I attended the work-
shop om Tax Besistance which helped
clarify for me the options available in
challemzing the Govermment so-called
right to tax citizens; usually resulting
in wasteful snd anti-homan activities.

Wally Welsom, = war tax tesister aince
1948, particualsrly impressed me with
hiz committment and willinghess to share
his dmowledge and experiemces with ns.

Tax Resistance is the refusdl to pay all
or part of one's taxes. Many people choose
to resist on the bhasis that mosc of the
money goes to promote war and militarism.
Others helieve thar the right to tax

does not belong to povermments.

Tha form of Tax Bagistance to be degerib-
ed in thig arciecle iz the refusal co pay
the telephone tax. I have used the book
ain't ponna pay for war mo morTe, com-

plled and edited by Robert Calwvert, B85
my reference.

The telephone excise tawx first emacted

in 1941 wa$ meant to be & Cemporary Lax.
It had been cub te 3 per cent and was3 to
be entirely stopped inm 1966. But in
April of 1766, as the govermment was
escalating the Tletnam War, Congrass
pasded a law relsing the tawx to tem peT
cont.

Then ic was supposed to drop to Eive per
cent in 1971, co thrse per cent in 1972,
and to one pex cemt In 1973. It was to
be repealed entirely In 1974,

Howewer, on Jam. 2, 1971, Congress in-
troduced the telephone tax act ac 10%
for 1871 and 1972, With this new law, the
tax will drop ome percentape point each
year until expiring in 1982.

Te =top paying the phone tax-deduct the
money which is listed under the coloemn
"Federal Excise Tax" on the phone bill
and pay the remainder of the bill. In-
clude a letter or card explaiming to the
phone company why a certain amount of
money is not being paid.

You are obligated to inform the phone
company: that you will not pay the tax-—
in w'l::l'.ting, gi.virlg ¥OUr redsons. Sava a
copy Eor yourself and feel free to send
veher copies to IRS, your congressman
and friend=.

3 points to help understand the phone
company' 8 role:
1) It keeps records of how much you owe-—

gont. on |h5



but, collaction is up to che government.
The phone company csnnot legally cut off
your phone service for your failure Co
pay the tax.

2} FPhone company policies differ greatly,
some- are happy to assist vou since the
tax discourages phone use. However, a
more common redction i5 an inSistence that
every bill you send im have a signed note
from you explidining your refusal.The law
doce not require this- it is totally an
adminfstrative procedurs envoked by your
local phone company office supervisor.

3} Phome companies Sometimes ignorTe your
request and earry forward your tax on the
next balance. They cannot technically

do this and you mist prove ¥your SONOUNCE—
ment of refusal by showing a copy of
your firar letter to the phone company.
Just deduct that "balance due"along with
the current federal tax.

& person who "willfully f3ils co pay' the
phone tax eculd be charged with a mis-
demeanor, uader Section 7203 of rhe
Internal Revenue Code (IRS), and be jail-
ed for a time of wp to ome year and fined
an - amount of up to 510,000. In collect-
ing the tax, the TRS will sdd a six per
cent interest charge. A= far as is lnowm,
no action has been taken azainst any per=
son wichin the provigions of cthis statute.
However, it ie probable that the govern=-
ment will Successfully cellect the money
from wou.

IRS COLLECTION FROCEDUEES

Tex resisters are Sent three notices.
The first two usually warning notices
and the third wsually s "Final

Wotice Before Seizure': which means if
vou don't pay within ten days IRS can
take the money owed from either your
bank account, salary or propercy and
without further notice.

But this process rarely happens in that
manaeT. Hany people are sent other mo-—
tices afrer the Final Wotice Bafore
Selzure notices, Soce have gotten visics
from IRS agents, others hove gotten
calls from IRS asking them to visit
them In the IRS office. Resisters are
encouraged to call the WIR office when
a wisit iz set up Sc A person may have
someone from the WIE office with them.
It is found thar the IRS agent is not

as intimidating with a witness present. Ei

IR5 will try to get you to teveal where
vour bank account i3, where you work or
about other assecs as 8 car or home. Re-
fusal to tell makes it more difficuls
and ‘collection takes longer. IT they
can't get any of this informatiom, they
can't collect.

They uwsually try for the bank account
first, then salary snd property and/or
other assets last. Tf nor able to et
to your bank account, the IRS has had
galaries parmisheed. In a few cases,
IRS has taken posseeslon of cars to
collect the tax. The cars are auctioned
off for tax but all meney zeceived at
the auction sbowve what is owed and auc-
tioning fees i3 Teturmed to the tax
resister.

You. should $ave your bills and checl
the amcunt you are alleged to owe--from
past experience, many pecple will get
incorrect bills. Due to frregular re=
cords in phone cax non-payment kept by
phone companies, you may be billed in-
correctly for the amount of tax you

owe and this should be borne im mind.

This deseribes just one of many weys to
challenge the govermment's methods of
sperating but hopefully it offers some
ideas and inspiration to people inter-
ested in changing the way tax monsy is
(LT
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Interview With A
Portuguese Militant

Animterviews was comdncred by Qe Gener-
atienr recenthy with Mo Lacay, o Perfipue se
5wl i omeme Bvime in Camodi. The
IRPerciens E e P ety Che gt i -

et

deiered hefarg sie retarned to Foartingeal for o
Hliree wieek vivit Benveen December and Son-
rrerr F9F6 aal phe onfeer oot afier frer refinit.
The parpoxe af e inters T
Dackgrisiiad g the libertarlan movement. We
wand fer improve onr krewledpe of whor i
lappening il coenine: and el Hhe
arprehisn movertent, ay owell wy improve
Contmieaiony with Portygiese it

oestion:  Canovos give us g rough bis-
tory af the libertaran movement n
Portugal?

Answer!  Anarchism really surfaced in
Portugal @z an organised expression of the
working-class atter 910 when the couniry
became o republic. 1t owas 9 moyemend
rosled mamly in the teade unions. There was
4 succession of governments adminisirating
the State. The <ountry was in chaos and
coonomic misery was widespresd. LUnder
these conditions  the syndicates plived &
[eaching and aggressive sole. with one strike
following another. In an  atmosphere of—
widhe-sprgad anti-government feeling,
amarcho-syndicalism was gaming ground. In
1928 pnfortunately Salarae institeted his dc-
tatarship. Mevertheless social upheavals con-
tinued as before. Salazar et out 1o crush the
syndicates, especially the militant anarcho-
syndicalist groups. His steatepy unfolded

~ower a period of time hecause of the strength

of syndicalism in the country, A1 the height
of State altacks, the trade-unioos went on o
wholesale connter-amack i -the form of a
gencral strike in Januwary 19310 which
clearly the anarchists played o leading role.
The militants were armed. and with explo-
sives, Nevetheless, for many of the same
reasons that the secial revoluton faled
Spain severnl vears later, the general strike
was crished. The Moscow communists, in
our judgement. played o leading role in
sihotaging the general sirike.

A heavy repression follewed our defext,
with mussive ammests sending many militants
into exile. Many anarchisis were sentl inlo
exile on the island of Tallafal. which iz off
the coast of Angale. Betweesn 1930 snd 1974
the anarchist movement in Porugal wis un-
derground but was active both a1t home and
abroad. You bear in mind that survival wias
extremely difficult as we are never supported
in any way by sny Stie powers, dx s the
cige  with other revolutionary groups. In
spite of these hardships  our - anarcho-
synclicalist newspaper, 4 Hatalle, and other
perodicalsy contmued 10 be published with as
much regulanty as pesgible, with news as to
what wis happening inside and outside Por-
tugzl, and continuing the educatiopal task so
wital 1o anarchism and 1o the development of
revolutionary consciouiness. The movemenl
during this enlire period was mostly carried
on by the veterans of the twenties and thire
ties wha were not rotting in jails or in exile.

Cwestion:  How did an interest in anarch-
ism commence anew? There s obviously a
greal populbarity of snarchist ideas among the
voung workers. students. and. young: military
today in Portigal-

Answer: Young people whatever their
social fumcton in our society  became n-
teresied i anarchism. To them il rep:
resented first and foremost @ revoll apmnst
authority. all authority. This was an ex-
tremely impartant reaction, and particularly
understandable after such a long petiod of
dictatership. This Tevolt was enriched by a
generational revolt in social relations. espe-
ciully within families. which  ondoubtedly
was 2 spill-over from what was happening
carlier in many parts of the world.




Blletin Fopulain LIS

T 1973 there were no-anarchist- Books:in
Portugal n-oour Lmguage, And the anarchist
periodicals nnd - newspipers Thad @ limmies
cireubation under the dictatarship. Neverthe-
Jeus it welect mumber of peopbe had anarchist
hewkx i Froachs (which isa sgeond e
griage 0 aur countryl. in Spanish wrnd En-
welish. These bimks went from hamd 4 hand
within ot small cirele. Spaaking personalky. |
Tenalfed nmatnst ambority. bul what was the
alermamives This wasof coscem t all ot s
ai-the fimke I revolting sgainst authorily
breen ot 1 b elhers conelided simply That
i peuple wene Lomsciir enough Lo respect
ity ol other, e suiharily. s
L, the State wis nul aecessary, This
deeper widerstanding of feeedom was the
Pz of e anarchist ides s, Al Tl
e | und others hegin t0 rewds Some ol
{hcmi  Foreten dapgnigne Gests tell anto our
Frands . Dm-Apeil 2301 Cwhen the dictatoe-
i felts L licind of the Movimento. Libers
AT HIR S eae oM R fop the A1 Gme.
ey oitered oy heip,

Tt e e ML P Gk

| e fe o smallfedéranan of
e s T Rnity: ETiHapE There afe oo
Fiiches ek ad Tncdiidus, athers i
srotips. tihers i lederaion of ot with 2
carfmiee. A gencrgmonal
crpenl i e bErAFN iy Cmerl
ioakich i olher couniries . and as
g il lelt-wing

SN

i

wakenrlin
exanflics o
e et
bie Jppencd 6 i)
Muskifents anrimr These MEsTs. ad  espes
cially i maoveniems e MCTEInG umsber the
Catditiens dutr divied Gndes For s iy
u [here ape dBoul e Eraps werhing
throngh The MEE. and (hese el ety
ol e elder mrlinmds o v eterans-

i}

AL 4 mass meeting arganised by unarchisis
i line 1974 in Edsbon we found tha poople
exposed 1o these idess for perhaps the ficst
time Wwere very receptive (o them.

The wounger gnarchist groups work
through the Assecio de Grupos AntGnomos
Amurquista (AGAA). This  assoobon 15
apaimst having any alliances with other lefi-
Wing ZroLps.

(estion;  What ind of activities are
anarchists invobved in at the present tme?

Apawers One successful event was the
raes mesting of June 1974, thar showed
same degree of sentiment in favour of hibers
tarian ideas. just o few months after the fall
ol the dictatorship, The work of the militants
invehies (13 propaganda  and edueationil
wark, e . pamphlets. wall posters consistng
ol commentanics on the events of the mmes.
making people vigilant against all forms of
authortaranism. (2] organising at The work-
place. (3] orgunising demonswalons on iss
ages, ¢, we had an important demonsiri-
tian in solidarity with the arrested Spamish
cameades, (41 wnd maintainme conticts with
setive mdividuals and groups in the countey.

My affinity groap tor mstnec, which cons
sisped of about 20 people. (1 was the only
<todent in the group) works: elpsely with the
LUAR. and PRP-BR, {two cevolitionary or
ganisations]. Toss the question of arms is
very impartant. Dur activities consest of study
and discussions, warkplace argaaising which
is wery imporiint, feansTation of materials
from. ather linguages, and developing closs
persgnal contact with e ranksm-file of other
pevolutipnary organisations Tike LUAR and
PRE-HE.

Our movement wis namurally opposed o
INTERSYMNDICAL, which ‘was onc hig
Lo impesed. on the Portuguese working-
cluss by The Stare, and whose leadership was
given to the Communist Party. Qur anar-
chosyndicalist militants aevertheless are Bo-
tivee in he ranks pushing libertarin idews
nd sEuetres, 4 Bafalbe had many articles
against INTERSYNDICAL. By the way. the
newspaner s o he found m many Kiosks i
Lishon. ond #lso in the proviness.

Finmlly an ¢xiremely important area where
we are sctive s the  Coenselhos
B evalucionarios de Trabalhdores, Soldudes
E Murisheiros (CRTSHE. This is the associ-
Ation of the many woerkers' councils. neigh-
wourhoed couneils. and military  barmicks
committess. They hud their founding con:
giess on the 20 April 1975 and their second
congress Auges 1975 The CRTSM. in T,
pronps most o the soel revelulionary . po-
tential in Pofmuzad, The majer nfluence in af

Al the prasent time is the PRP-BR.
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Chrafiovr, What s vour cissessment of
the  =ituation gt the. present  nme  in
I

A There ame two dimensions Lo
aur analvgis, One s oan objective analyas of
whnt is. and connected with this is the second
drmension, of what must be done, There are
impartant sploy within® the Armed  Forces

Movement, This has i1 good and bad impli-
carions, Good hecause it demonsirates 1the
fuct that the Stine has not censohdared, had
feomm the pomt of view that intemationl reic-
Han eaplails this siwition m favour of the old
warder. * The problems with  the economy.
without considering the implications of a full
biockade. tnd judging the problems the conn-
trs has been facing in the sstual siuation, we
abseive That the people are generally frigh-
tened. The various  Fefi-wing sects frighlen
people even more with thesr demagogy. be-
cilis people Teel. and correctly of course.
that these sects in the end wint power 1o be
placed m their hands.

Anarchisis ncl oniy m Peelugal, ol with
the solidumty, noeded: from: comiwdes all over
thee waorld, need to develop further the re-
rsolutionary and Tbertarian comsciousness of
the people. and  fesch  them  nboutl  the
enemies of freeddm. We must push further
the foemutun ol rev plutionary  saviets and
popular Gssembhes. The CRTSM i i de-
vitlopment m this direction. bul the leader-
ship betng Marxist stresses and works ro-
witdy the “dictiorship of the proletiriag™
which & completely unaccepinble w us, of
colrsc. We have o leach people how the
present Stote must be dissobved and repluced
with other =ocinl Torms. many of which sre
i exislence now in Portugal or can spring
s fermation with further oppermuminy en-
couthgement, Mevertheless we are wurkim_;
very hard. under Both exciline conditions,
and entremely difficull circumstances.

Cucariens:  What are the needs of the
Portuguese snarchist movement ?

Amvwer: Weheed o have conlact with
all of you in various parts of the world. We
nardly know any Canadian or America com-
rades or groups. We need 1o know of vour
activities. We alzo nesd your solidarity and
wour aid. We cannor rely om this Sune or
that, we are just coming out of a penod of
being smished and repressed nov only in
Pgriegal of course, bul In many countrics.
We peed moncy o undertuke translations
And 1o pablesh hooks, pamphleis. periodi-
cals. We need every resource possible m
arder 0 gy out o oour educasion)
consciousness-raising work before the enes
mies of [teedom and anarchism take it away.

In this buttle we canowin. just look ai events
in the fust weeks m Portugnl, The State &5
still on the defensive, even thoagh it i trving
tio tiighten its hold on society snd the economy.
But as you know we canndl win, withoul
wour solidurify,

Movember [5. 1975

On Jomecry. 20, T976 the intervlew con-
rinned,

{heeeatioyr: What  observatons o you
come back with after vour recent vizic 1o
Poemigl ? 5

Answer s Singe Movember ahe situalion
in Portugal has deteriorated, 1t his Jone so
in the economic. political and socisl sense,
Polincally, the situation ook a turn for the
worse with the Tall of the fifth provisional
government rom State power. This was the
government of Gonelaves in which the
Communist Party had considerable mfheence.
Mark you the CF. for cighteen months had
loyully helped the generals and the admirals
in thew sifempl o impose their stiff austenty
measures aon Poruguese workers, The C.P.
served as the AFM™s policeman in the Taboer
movement.  Nevertheless,  the  popular
muwerment al the base continued o grow. At
it certain: point, the revolutionary left groups
decided on the need for greater co-ordination
of their acuvities. especially against this
government  and  s¢t up @ Bevelutionaey
Front. The C.F joined this Front reluc-
tantly. and when the government fell from
State  power, the Front ook on the fight
aguinst the sixnth provistonal government in
which the Socmlist Party of Marie Soures
oulstripped the C.Pin influence. This gov-
criment sel out fo gpradually consolidate the
power of the Stte and naturally the power
of the **progressive” bourpesisie.

Lueesticnn:  What is the background 1o the
events of 2526 November 1975, which the
Stale condemned a5 an attempted coup
d Etat by the ‘revalutionary lefi

Amswer: U wus po attemnpd at & -coup
detat. The buckground includes these Fac-
Tors — the nght-wing of the bourgeoisie. of
the military, and m the government. They
never stopped their work of holding an and
expanding their power and influgnce. They




were on the Jook-cul [or an Opportune mo-
mint 10 sirike back, and redioce the grovwing
nflugnce of the revolutionary left. They
were responsible for continuously spreading
rumsours aboul o prospective coup from the
lefi.

Meanwhile the so-called “moderarcs’ in
the government around Magor Melo Antunes
began a series of government moves sginsl
the revolutionary fefi. They: removed from
his- posts. before the - 25-26  November
events, the popular commander of the Lis-
bon military distrer, and lead of COPCOMN,
(Continental cperations command). General
Orele’ Sacawva de Carbalho. This led o con-
siderable - wnrest  among  the  lefl-wing
rind=in-file military,

On 24 Movember, PFO= SETHTIENT AL [T
ters ket up barricades on all roads leading
north out of Lisben. The people had been
hearing warnings for davs abeut plans for a
right-wimg coup by word of mouth, and the
feft were convinced thal lhese barricades
were i prelude w such a powerplay. The
paratrocpers based il Tancos military hase,
who had been vsed by the right-wing milit-
ary thal staged the 24 September 1974 at-
tempred coup. and then again in the atterp-
ted coup of 11 March 1975, and more re-
cently dunng the demolition. of Radio
Renascenci s mmmsmilter of 7 Movember
197% (this was a radio station taken over by
the revolutionary lelt for antcapitabisl and
anti-state propagande. and formerly owned
by the Catholic Church) did nof want 1o be
held responsible for what people in the south
at least were caling the |1|.':.1|:li-::-n:n'3.I :i;h.t-
wing in Poriuggl.

On 23 Movember meanwhile & shipload of
“Paras” [the short name for Paratroopers)
arfved home from Angola, and were met al
the docks by representatives of their owm
regiment at Tancos, Tances Paras explaned
they wiere now without officers. and it was

lheir officers who had duped them m the
Radio Rennscence demnlition  which |hq_'_l.-
now regreted, and they ‘were now declaring
themschves on the side of the people,

Al iHis, pome the incoming Paras were
simply interested B getting Together  with
their familics, bt two days later had become
convinced of the need (after the barncades
of the 24 November wenl up) to act im-
mediately. m a preventive move.

They moved to take over the air bases —
Monteijo, Uta and Mont Resl early in rhe
moming of 25 Movember. The C.P. secing a
confused situation which it could exploited
in its power-plavs with the govermnment
sought immediately to create more confis-
sion. Throwgh INTERSYNDICAL it issucd
an order for mobilisation, Once the mgve by
the Paras got nowhere in the sense thal
treops foval 1o the government moved in oo
take back the buses, the C.P. cancelled its
mobilisation order at midnighl, carly on the
26 Movember in order to profect its Aanks
from criticism by the governmenr. It alie
look the occasion 1o blame the whole affair
on the revoluticnary left,

MNow during the 25 November it is true
that émissaries were sent out to other lefi-
wing military units o join in: some agreed to
Join the Paris, but most others refused, The
whole thing aboned, and one reason was be-
camse i wos not a lefi-wing coup, The left in
the: Lishon area were il time strang ehough
to contain the right-wing malitary. The Paras
[ailed becausie they were not ready with a
Coup sIralemy.

What all this means s that the State was
grven 4 perfect pretext 1o crack down on the
people. and the revolutionary lefl every=|
where, The State keeps repeating the hig fie |
that the events of those two davs were an
allempted. coup d'#mt by the revolstionary
left. ind procesds 1o repress the lefl mcluding |




e arrest of many soliders and Tierally dis
Fanding many Jefl military Lnits. Today they
arrecied el Surnna de Carvalho. SayIng
thint ib was he who gave the orde far the at-
templed coup, Everyone in Lishon kmows
{hix 1o be w lie. because people knew his
whereshouts. amd these had nothing Lo do
with the coup. Bul I suppose it makes pood
propaginda for the povernment gutside the
cownry and o geod pretest o justify their
crack down on the Tt

Portuguess  capitalism s still N s
however. many  duys amnd weeks of these
events. The sovernment froxc wages il
cuneelied  scheduled  wage increases. In
B, in the north. warkers have not been
stopped. for long for they occupied the
Ministry of Taboer when they were told that
their wages were frozen. There are Mmixssve
inereasas in the prces of virious commod-
ities however.

In the government. Ihe power struggle
alvo goes on, The AFM has been dissolved.
and replaced by a4 group called. the Por-
tuguese  Armed  Forees (FAPY in ooder 10
have gredter discipline on the sofdiers. The
semi-fscist Social Democritic Center {CDS)
had been banned after an shertive right-wing
cobp last march. 1t has now re-surfaced. The
fight-wing pofie — the GNE. s now power:
ful fguin. and plays an active role of mitimi-
detion in the workers councils. and m o the
neighbonrhiod conngils and meenngs, Hut o
demonstestion of 20000 people. suppoted
by the left was held ouside 2 prison i
Cporte This menth. Revalutionary soldiers
und. officers. have been: kepl there =ine
25 Movember.

The government has fired 137 Feft-wing
jowmalists. - and: the Republicn newspaper.
anee quken over by workers: council Tus
heen shut down. Badio Renascencit hias bagn
nanded buck b e Catholic bishops. The
toek marker, closed since the full of fascism
in April 19T wis re-opencd this mnonth,
[ RONO00 cres of kmd tuken over by puor
furmers were toreed back, ‘the new <o

operatives smashed and the ownership of the
fand given back to the ol landiprds by the
government.

(heirion:  How long will this siluation
L
Arsiver: The State: will continue. this

situntion for as Jong a5 it takes to put down

the revolationary left and its gains. and o
=tabilize The economy.

{irestion: What is the revolutsonary lefl
doing?

Amowers  lts political militancy will con-
tinue, Many forces have gone undergroumnd.
and. work clandestinely., and they are well
armied: The State has to use its repression
moderately because of this. Thesc under-
ground fyrces continue 10 protect those ine
stitulions that have been taken over by the
people.

Chrearion: What are the prospects of the
anarchists? 3

Arswer: Yery pood, We continie o grow
in influcnce. Some of our comrades along
with othérs on - the revolutionary [eft” hyve
managed 10 dévelop the autonomy af certain
e umion groups within INTERSYMNDI-
CAL and the workers refuse as & pesult o
be pushed around by the C.P, beass ar 1o b
ueied by then in their cynical power moves.
In the mesntime our forces have been
hrought together nto Ereater coordination.
The MLP have been dissolved info a larger
Fuederscao Anarquista Da Regiac Portuguesa
— EAI The FAL part is important- That
mens we are now part of the Federagho
Anarpuisty [berca. the Federation that in-
gludes the Spanish comrides.

The ohjectives of the new FARP arc 1o
contimite the war against the stale and Cipi
wl  towards  Niberlsrian  COMMUELLTL. The
mesms used nclide direct aetion and pIEanis
ational work. in the factories and. offices.
spreading our influence in the INTERSYN-
DICAL ond through the base groups in the
neighbearhoods: Cur hopes ane high:

SLPPORT THE AD HOC IBERIAN SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE

the commitiee & 4 Toronts and Adontréai-based support group of Portu-
uese, French and English-speaking i litants.

jts parpost i L distribute inforasation and raise aid Y.

support the wider distribution of Tie Information Bulletin

send a doneiion fo...

1.50C
3033 50, Urbain St.
mMontréal, CANADA




T ETTERS

Dear Frisnds,

1 recefved Soil of Liberty #1 through the
Bhode Tsiand Solidarity Collective. T

think it'as excellent. In particular I liked
the balance of emphases between theory

{ "Devedoping an Anarcha-Feminist Tdeol-
ag¥") and opposing curxent evile (5-1}).

I thought the eone of the reporting of the
conference was very good, too. (Construct-
twal).

T work with Mowvemsnt for o New Bociety, a
network of groups that ia escenrially
amarchist and in che process of becoming
more consciously so. You may hawve seén my
description of MNS in Synthesds #2° { 35¢
from League for Economic Democracy, P.O.
Box 1858, San Pedro, CA 80733, pp. 32-33%<
1 am sending to you some materials that
may be of interest, since I believe we have
a grest deal in common. The lssune of
Dandelion on sexism has somo material that
might be useful; I have in _ind the section
near the end on "dealing with the feelings
in separate groups."” I am glad to see -an
anarchist group that recognizes the impor-
tance of dealing with fexism and realizes
that men need to take responsibility for
gexiet behavior. I can sympathize wery
mzch 28 3 man with feclings of defenaive-
ness sbout this and witheut the experience
of deweloping very close, supportive, Té-
latienships with othcr MWS men through
16 months in & bi-weekly men's group, I'm
sure it would be even harder. T 1iked the
tone of p.5 in trying to state what prob-
lams the men were hawving and making a
recomendation for what they could do
fbout it, rather than saying "well, the
hell wich them." To me this is the tone
of people serious about making change.
I'm enclosing a xercx called "Construet-
ive Oriticism™ which I thiak 1z invaloable--
we'yve developed a lot of the speech {and
attitude) habice they zecommend ocut of
pur own experience and from various
sources (Re-evaluation Counseling, Parent
Effectivensss Training —— we'ra able to
_.adapt nsefal” parts of these to revolution-
ary ends). Forthcoming from MNS in a few
weekd will be * The Clearness Manual:
Collective Processes for Making Persopal
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Movement Decisions" or  some such title,
which is a related kind of perasomal/polit-
iteal thihg we've developed and used ex-
tensively. IEf you write to our Outreach
Collective wou can pet on the Dendelion
mafling list to hear when that comes ouk.

One suggestion is that it would be good
to put the date of publication on Soil of

Liberty to make clearer when it came out.
I wonder how many more issues chora haye
been since the first. I am enclosing a
cheok for §5 and requescing wyou sand ma
20 copies of issue #1 and copy of any sub-
sequent issues. Tf that's not epough
meney let me know. (1 know some people
intersated in beginning & study group on
anarchism and the a-f article seems
ideal== by the way,is it ansreho or an=
archae 71 see both ways on p.7. I thought
it was o—— is a4 being adopted becavze it's
a feminine ending in Latin, or what? I
guess I apent too  long -in school == T
can't eajoy the revolution unless it's
spelled consistently. .-}

I'm alse sending along something I wrote
rtzcently one morning (rough.draft only)
for a committee meeting o evailuate pro-
posals re leadership and crganizatien ia
MIS. Tt was well received, confirming my
sense Chat most MES people are protoy
2olidly anti-hierarchical.

#lso here are some brochures, including
one for our new selfi-published book whicn
Horth Country Anril's Bellows Distribution
plans o handle—— what & fantastically
good magazine that is, wou North Cowntry
folks can be proud of it. Thaoks for ex=
isting. The anarchist movement f2 begin-
ning to mowa in America. Mo time to lasze.

For nonviclent revalution,
Bob Trwin

4713 Windsor St.
Phila, . FA. 19143

Ll
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01l of Tibarty,

We have some specific comments, gquestions
and eriticisms concerning your vol. 2
oo 2

Fluffy Golod's article on Anarcha-Feminism
was clear and nen-rhetorical. She mads
zeweral wery good points whieh the auchars
of the other srticles should take to
heact. Among them were Che nedd for an=
archista to be clear on anarchist alger=
natives mnd the imporgance of careful use
of words. We alse support her statement
that too much stress on life-styles cam
put us out-of-touch with mose people’s
Tdwes .

@e believe that unprincipled criticism
was uged against the C.O. In particular
che pame calling-- Eucleys, horse shit
$deas-— and cepeating UNpToTED TEMOTE
thar the C.0. is ender the influence of
the Reveluticnary Unien, infiltrated by
the police, snd/or Eirebombers. It is 2
belief of anarchism not te allow the
allaged unprincipled methods of the oppa-
sition to cause ug to be unpriacipled,
ton. For us, presanting =0re factpal
miterial would provide & more meaningful
arcicle.

Tob Bady's article lises the tasues in
the co-op Struggles as decigion making,
wielence, manipelation and struggle for
power. He negledted to mention ciass.
Do vou beliewe that class iz an issuel
Are the co-ops serving those people they
sheuld be gerving? What is your PTogras

zm:-: wr; cgrr gmmﬂss"-
ﬁkgﬁuc[

and strategy for building revolution
rhrough che co-ops? Don plson committed
himself to write more on the situation.s
Perhaps he, or somegne else, can address
himself o OUr CONCETILS -

The srticle Rules of the Working Class is
classist in that it ridicules people fox
being serious about the isgue of cdazs. It
made light of the walues of solidarity and
commenality- The guppasedly working
clags person writing the article uses
grammar and languags in sach & way that it
counds ridiculozs. The deliberate use ok
bad grammar is condescending to WOTKLINg
people. Although we believe in humor and
ics political walue, this article was
downright insultingt
In Strugele;
Some Anarchists and Libertarlans
from Ames and Des Moines, Lowa

In HeSponse:

Dear Comtadas,

Thank you for your letfer and criticisms.
Since 1 pick up the mail and we don't have
a meeting until next week, I am writing
only for myself and mot for the Soil col-
laative.

The headline for Dea's article was dis=-
cussed. 1 in particular was concerned

that it might detract from the arcicle's
content, I goesa 1 would defend the thought
conveyed by it which may be more roadily
apparent to rthose cipse to the situatiom,
which is the gquestien of 18 the £ w1l
{ntearioned but utterly imept and coonters
productive? ox Is it their autherdtarian-
tam or brand of Lenifism that Accounts for
their actions?
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letters,cont.

The rumors were indicated 3z exactly that
in the text. Because of the C0's secrecy
shont ite leadership and political divection,
intelligent speculdtion is the Best cne
can do in making an assesment of them.
Given thelr history snd am objective awv=
aluation of their accomplishments, raising
the questicon of certain sectarian influ-
ences of police Involvement does not seém
illigitimate. In fact speculation about
police presence has been engaged in pri-
vately by some C0 members themselwves.

To repredent speculation as faclt would be
Indefensible, but my reading of the cext
doesn't £ind Don doing that.

The €0's infatustion with secrecy and
their unfoundéd assumption that this
affords them protection frem police im—
Eileration mest be strongly questioned.
Kot only iz the assumption in error. but
it govers the organization from ever
taking responsibility. There has been a
shower of unprincipled, untrue, unsipned
attacks emanating from the C0 which in-
dividuzl C0 members diamigs, when pressed,
as the mistake of some other individual
in the organization. It alse makes it
conveniont Co engage in acts of anonymous
viclence without taking responsibility
for it. The fire bomb wictim [(Moe Boriton,
a4 Marxist-Leninist) and the store where
he worke had been engaged in some bitter
struggle with the CO before the incidant
ocecurped. The wictim, a Bleclk male, had
been artacked by the €0 in the moncopolwy
press as 8 "witchdocter" and the press
releage included a threat that those who
Iive by the sword would die by it. They
alga wsed the fact thet the man is an
gx=con to fmear his namé and cradibility

in the eyes of conservatives with a phobis
2bout criminals.

The night Moe's truck was fire-bombed and
his phone Iime eut (& Ia ¥EL ) was elzo the
the night the €O taped the DANCe indict-
ment on that yarehouse collective's

doors. The pamphlet had & cover which de-
picted a aplotch of blood om Lt which the
GO on the Dance worker's copies ( to awoid
cenfusion about what It wes). The pamphlet
included the threat that DANCe close dowm
in 24 hours or else .
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Keeping in mind that octher CO opponents
have endured late ;night visits, the pro-
bability exiats that the €0 was behind

the filre bombinge. The reference to the
fire bombing is put forth as a probability,
a descriprcion that even very careful
people in the Twin Cities would norc have
any problem with.

As far as presenting mors facutal material,
you must uncderstand that mere papers,
newshests, atc. hawe been gensrated by
the coop struggle than most people can

consume here. We didn't want to duplicate
this too mich. There s also & cerktain
amount of common komeledee whieh the a-—
ticle takes a8 8 given. As 8 primarily
Iocal newsletter this seems appropriate.

For others reading from 2 distance Ehis
no doubt 15 a disadwmantage.

The guestion of class is important. The
ene-dimensional description of the coops
by the £0 a2 gerving only the peric-beour—
geoisies 15 inescourate. Mach of the coop's
business comes from young daclasse paople
who are heing proletarianized by the
cconomic depression. Another significant
user of the coops aré older perscns on
fixed incomes. Young working class people
patronize the coops regularly. The huge
majority of coop participants are wage-
slaves. It should benored that many
non-CO marxist-leninists have beon in
sharp disagreemsent with the C0's wse of
clazs { labeling this and that person
a class enemy beczuse by definition an
appenent of the working class" vangnard
party (read €O ) can only be that) and
hawe been participants in the removal of
Co presence from several area coops In the
past two’ weeks. Criticizing other coops
is much =asier than running them, az the
€0 found out. Heighborhood peopla have
thrown the C0 out in twoe of the thros
they held anéd remowad their psrtial pre=-
sence in another. The 00 has not had any



letters, cont

Support from khe messas they elaim ta
speak for or the gxopraphic nefghborhood
they have cpersted in [ except possibly
in their Temaining store, the Beanery) |

It should alze be nored that Peoples
Warehoosa had begun the extonsive euie
tivation of accounts with capitalise
health Zood stores, ATter using the "fooq
purisrs! as whipping Persons for =o long,
it i more than frenic that it was rip-
off, upper-middle claszz and above health
Ut stores that the oo embraced.

It is alzs clear that heth gidas e
anti-capitslist. Enclosed is a Tecent
Paper with some' discussion of elass and
the CO's uge of it.

T Just reread the Eules articlas With vour
critician in mind. Tha ridicule in the
article seecs directed rowards lefr in=
fighting while the real enemy is ignorved,
The article was originally written ro
help diffuse 5 Potentially violent ait-
ustion. T typed the camera Teady copy up
oo this article and did do some cleaning
up of the srammar. T ehink Yyou ars Tight
in saying the grammar E2ts in the way of
the piece. As a Literary device T'm noe
SUre it if necesssrily classizt, but we
Cught zot to indulge in Printing ar-
ticles that might Be construsd 8= that.
Upon rerasding T thought the walues of
solidarity and commona ity  had not beep
made light of. I don't yien the articls
2= a whole as a humoraus piace at all,
only having some humerous moments . The
firse PapIagraph in the second columm on
page 5 is serfons ( ds T reaqg it) and in
its vay, sengitive to precizely thoge
things {commonality and splidarity).

Four distance from the struzele in our
city gives you ensugh space to judge
Iree of experiencing CO attacks. As auch
¥our thoughts may be mors oven-tempered
and w2 would do well ro lizten elozely.
I am glad wou wrate and we will be happy
Lo print the letter in 503l if that <z
¥aur intention. On the ofker hand, the

Gy
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patience of anti-cp people has worn thin
here. In many ways it Iz a dangerous pime
because the €O ia losing fn the COOPS .
They haya zecantly rhreatened to kill two
people (eonveniantly labalad police agents
by them) and recently an internal €O cic-
cular had its contencs lesked ¢(bw a co
member) to the opposirion. The circular
Was a discussion of whether to off a° law-
Y& represeating the Policy Revies Board
of Boopla's *RWarchousa

The articles in Vol.2 Ko, 2 cEme eut of
thiz interse strugele. g fact that must
be talen inta Account in joudging theo. In
this regard (since you cite her sg gn
example), wou might be interested tg know
that Fluffy Golod aurhored a4 scathing
attack on the Co calling on the Left #n
foun to vigorously ostracize rhe CO. The
leaflet wes titlad "Shun "Em-Ban e

I no doubt have noe fully discussed the
Fuestions and crdticisms you raiged in
¥our letter. I invite further discussion,
After =0 much Anonyomous. literature
here, the anonymity of your letter makes
e uneasy. How mamy are Vsome e & Tip.tr
Bod who are they? I think tha collective
might be reluctant to print the lefter not
knowing who 1t 35 from.

Yours for the works,

Fhat Homg

P.5. Porzomally, T'np Sceptical about the
revolutionsry potential of ANy coop Eystem.
Coops and their functicns 8ré not acte
£ axprosriation (not even alow acts af
propriation). Building g workers move=

Mhat's Faiton was sEightly connpoted
as printed heme. In the neply grom Des
Maifhes, Thew gave their mamed and soid
L2 fardnn of distmnce might be the
phoblem.  They Fhought it woufd be good
20 be able to discuss the whefe L T
Léon at e Wdiess Ananchist Communi-
cation and Onoanizing Conferonce to be
feld in Des Moines puex Lhe Memoriof
Day weehend,
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letters,cont.

Dear Anarchist Fallk,

Thanks for the Tecent issue of Soil of
Libexty. I am bothtﬁleased and impressed
¥ the gquality of the publication; it is
long on a2nalysis and short om rhetoric,
which is exactly the combination I've
been locking for. I especilally liked M.
Goled's artiele, which I thought to be
2z pood on second resding as it was when
I first heard it at the Amarchist-Feminist
Conference. Her analysis is clesr, lucid,
gnd free from rhetorics I hope I can lock
forward to more such articles.”

My recent experiences with Seil of liberty
and with tha anarchist and anarchist-
feminist conferences, have made jmportant
comtributions to my life. Since my days

of quasi=-leadership in the antli-war move-
ment, I have lived im a kind of seli-dm-
posed exile from radical politics- from
the mindless, empty Marxist-Leninist
rhetorie that befuddles more than it
elarifies: from pompous radicals who see
the world through preconceived categories
and concepts, and who can't see real people
or real prablems, omly walking ideological
spectors; and from paople who claim to
have e¢asy answers to ¢omplex questions.
The ideas of anarchist-feninism seem Lo
present an-altermative te all that, and T
am eagerly expkoring it.

One of Ms. Golod's suggestions that
degerves particular asttention is, 1 be=
lieve, her call for a more "hard-headed"
anarchism, one that can help us rid our-
selves of the label of being " swast but
ineffectusl.” Most major amarchist theor-
iste, notably Kropotkin, Balunin, Proudhom,
Goldman and Berkman, base their anarchism
on gome versionm of natural law theory.
That iz, they claim that thers is a basic
coptent to human =mature, that it is fun-
damentally good or harmonicus, and that
anarchizm is therefore a “matural" arr-
angement. Such c¢laims to have discovered
the true conteént to "human nature" are
useless and empty, for two zeascms:

{1} because they try to cram the mmlti-
dimensionsl, cosplex process of human
experience into fixed and static categor-

ies,and (2} because such claims are un-
verifiable-that is, they cannot be dem-
onstrated to be true and must be accepted
on faith. While I realize the necessity
of accepting certain aspects of experience
on faith, I am not conwvinced that the
arpgument about "good” wersus "bad" human
mature is the place to start with such
assumptions.

I therefore sugpgest that a way of dew-
eloping 2 more "hard-headed" anarchism
would be to search for a theoretical

basis for anarchism that can avoid the

debilitating assumptions and effects of
patural law theory. I suggest that such
8 basis might be found in the theoretical
writings of the existentialists. One of
the basic tenets of existentialism is
that there is no "human nature’ as such;
rather, there is human experience, the on-
going process of humén activity in which
human being create themselves and con-
struct their world. Anarchism could then
be seen a5 one possibility which people
might choose as & way of ordering their
lives. This approach drops the scieatific
pretensions to which anarchists hawve
sometimes fallen sway; it is both intel-
lactually amd morally honest, in that it
offers anarchism as an ethical and pol=-
itical alternative, rather than as a
“truth™.

There is certain limited historical prac-
edent for such an approash in the writings
of Max Stirner. Stireer avoided nmatural
law theoxy entirely and groonded his an-
archiss on his claim to "ownpess''- that
iz, on his ciaim to be the creator, author,
and controller of himself. His splendid
atkacks on the State, the Church, and the
schools, on ethical and philosophical
systems of thought, are grounded on his
claim to liberate himself from such

"fiwved ideas" which enslave us to defini-
tions of self which cthers impose. Al-
though Stirner's use of property-oriented
language, and his cccasional tendency to
praise free-market competition are some-
what disconcerting, his main thrust i=
toward an anarchism based on personal
choice tather than natural law.

These suggestions obvicusly only skim
the surface of complex theoritical issues,
but T put them forward for whatever they
are worth, and would welcome comments
and criticiams.
Vencuamos
Kathy E. Ferguson



IT appeahs aa A4 Senate Birp BT LA
dead don £hiy year, despite attempes by
Ted Kennedy 7o PUSh fon a compnomise dpt-
Llement with the METLLLONANY Senatoas
Huusbe arnd HoCletiang N the Senate Tud-
<oimng Commition. Senate Liberaly Kennedy,
Hakt and Abpunszp nave 2% ey demands thot
they want changed in $°7 and on Mareh 252
the neantionayses dgreed 2o 14 of Bhem,
2ither wholly on fy part. Sections they

! ? -
d 20, dhop included the xeintrodssty .._f A E
g?ﬂ:a dmt&mg.a::b_‘; ﬁn_d «‘:Ea Smith Act, : S S ﬂ t] = a boz

fedznal penaitios don possesaion of e o
one-ingd ounpe of matifuang, and some
WLTERTS prowlhdong |

And Kenredy <5 nogr Pusiing hand fon
mOre megotiations fo neaoh o Compromise
oR ThES "fmo'n andpst BLLE, probably
because he fppps Presiune  from the night
£in .HE&A:IEELLE‘E-C& dud o his azands -;:g
ahoniion and busing.

There £, of pouse, widespread opposi-
Téon 10 5-1 and ML M::::lﬂ mm'.ua:; o
dtop 3-1 entinely have been oaganiz
arpund the counthy. It ia fok this kea-
Son that 5-1 has hesn stalled in commitres
and would £ikefy be dend £ not for Libex-
al atfempts £ COMPLOMLS e,

The Ametingn Civie Libenties Unitn hus
dpecified mone thay 2009 depanate changes
needed £o bufitg 8=1 inta conformity with
the Comstitieion. The ACLU has {fs ouwm
dhafE of & new ehiminal code which has
been introduced ingn the Howse.

Efdonts againgt 51 shoufd contingg
becanse it s Likely that becausp od
Kennedy' s edfonts, the biff wipe again be
brought up nexs gear or fn the "Pame-dyppn
Seasion of Corgress aften the Movembesr
elections

The above matonigr WS draun from the
Moy 1020 fsaup of the Michigan Fros Press.,

an exampfe of the fnoidipps and fan
ALAChing Aepressive abpects of 5-T% we
phesent the Jc&ouing ardicle gn §-174
anti-Labor aspects. It Quite probably
0L one of the seatigm Lhat is undes
fegotintion o he dropped, 16
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lent strike against the GUIF States [i-
tility Company in Louisiana. Although
the purpose of the strike was pLrely
Tegal (aimed &t securing higher wages
through a new collective bargaining a-
greement], the government charged the
defendants with extortion as defined
under Hobbs.

In 1973, the prosecution came before
the Supreme Court in the case of US v
Enmons (410 US 396). In the case, the
qovernment argued that sipce Wages are
the property of the emplioyer, strike vig-
lence to obtain such property falls with-
in the literal proscriptions of the Act.
Luckily for the entire working class,
Court disagreed. In Tts judgement,

The Hobbs Act, applied only to violence
aimed at some "wrongful® purpose, but
not to violence used in connection with
tegitimate unfon objectives, such as
higher wages. The wrongfulness of the
means emploved fn an otherwise Tegiti-
mate strike was a matter that should
have been laft to state Taw.

The key to the Supreme Coupt's hold-
ing was the presence of the word "wrong-
Tul”™ in the Hobbs fct. It 4s precisely
this work, howsver, which section 1722
of 3-1 deletes from the Hobbs Act. Ag
5-1 stands now, a person is quilty of
extortion if he/she obtains the "proper-
Ly of another by force or by threaten-
ing gr placing another person in fear
that...any property will ke damaged, "
Since practically every labor strike
involves some actyal or threatened
farce (or at the very least places the
enployer in fear of some property dam-
age), 5-1 could subject workers to fed-
eral prosecution whenever they walk out
on their jobs and set up. picket Tines.
The b1l would also haye the conseguen—
ce of directly fnvolving the FEI in pol-
icing disputes between workers and their
enplovers,

When section 1722 s viewed in conjunc-
tion with 5-7's provisions on the Smith
Act, the death penalty, riots, wiretap-
Pirg and public demonstrations, it fs
difficult to see the BiT] as anything
less than a class-conscipus atiempt to
lay the Tegislative foundations for
fascism in the United States. Taken as
a whole, the bill would outlaw virtual-
1¥ all forms of political dissidence
{including Third World and feminist
protest] as well as genuine expressions
of Tabor militaney. The SpONSors of
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5-1 appear to understand quite clearly
that American capitalism is in a grave
international apd domestic crisis and
that the system can np longer afford
to buy off and assimilate unrest with
massive deficit spending and promises
of ever-rising standargs of Tiving
{witness all the budget cuthacks in
New York and Washington, and the high
rate of unemployment. )

The task of the left in the present
situation s fairly clear. The left
must continue to exppse 2=1 and to op-
pose its enactment in any form. SpesT=
Fically, the Teft myst continue tg
build lacal coalitions against the Bi11,
with the aim of unfting for a national
march on Washington when and iF the
bill comes Up for a final vote in the
House. One af the key elements ip
building local cealitions is Securing
more broad-based participation by the
Tabor movement. Jin important step to-
ward that end is PubTicity work around
the anti-Tabor section 1722,
at the outset of this article, that zec-
tion remains relatively unfamiljar at
this time.

Excerpted from Win Magazina
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make s that anytime people occupy a
role analogous to the police FunctiunT
the police will tend to become authori
tarian. Sibley's answer is that the
palice must be closely watched and con-
trolled.

Others would say that the police func-
tion should be done on a neighborhood or
community bazis. In south Minneapolis
there have been 17 block clubs for crime
control brought together by Sabathani
Community Center. The director, Kay
Williams, said that "the biggest problem
to overcome is people being isolated and
not knowing their neighbors." Each block
decides what Tevel of activity they are
going to operate on--from fust watching
out for each other to oroanized pairs of
pecple walking the block. There are some
other projects around town and 1 have
heard of a very sxtensive project in
Philadelphia.

Another aspect of the policing phenom-
end is the police-sanctioned citizen
crime-watch car patrol go0ing on now in
HE Mol=. T don't know whether they come
out of some right-wing cowboy vigilante
tradition in the Charles Bronson or "Taxi
cab” syndrome or is just a good examoie
of concerned citizen activity.

C.0. Use of Police

Strangely enough, the .0, Was very
self-righteous over a several month
period about the pse of* police again-
st them. But they too, had made use
of the state. Last Fall, thay had
Ehe armed robber of Seiby cocp {then
C.0. controlled) arrvested and he is
nowW serving a 1-10 year sentence in
stillwater. The week of Jan. 11-18,
the C.0. was putting out a leaflet
net only calling on support by pro-
gressive police officers, but also
calling on the right-wing, former
police lieutenant mayor of Mpls. to
investigate an alleged relationship
between an alleged dope-dealing co=
ordinator at Mill City and the police
closing the store the previous week,
It was as if some dealer had the pol-
fce on the take and could snap his
fingers and six squad cars would ap-
pear. The whole allegation is despi-
cable at best. And then, one week
later, 2 new C.0. front appearad-—-
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The People's Front to Repress Police
Repression, but no one paid any atten-
tion to it. The €.0. actually did
have ameeting with mayor Stenvig, al-
though no one has ever found cut whzt
happened and ©.0. members will often
deny the meeting.

Also, the C.0. manager at Powdarhorn
called the police during the shop-in
conducted by the non-CO forces of Pow-
derhorn to assert their right to he
involved with the running of the store.
The shop-in was a creative en-
deavir whereby people paid their marney
for food to an alternative cash regis-
ter that was set up in the store. It
wWas part of the ecomomic boycott of
the store that was so successful that
on one day only 324 of business was
rung up, instead of the usual $3-500.

And finally, at the same time that
the £.0. was attacking Mil] City and
Seward, C.0. members and coordinators
from Powderhorn,were secretly filing
incorporation papers for Mill City
and Seward, trving to sneak in the
back door as well as storm in the
front. Nothing ever came of this since
Seward was already incorporated and
Ri1l City guickly moved to do so.

{Altho in early April the C.0. posted

a Teaflet in the Mill City neighborhood
offering people jobs at the coop. They
made T seem as if they were the hoard
of directors--a very cruel ioke in &
poor neighbarhood. )




Incorporation

Ome of the reasons for coops incor-
porating is to establish a cplid Tegal
base. As Ed Plaster put it in the Pow-
derhorn newsletter, if the coops incar-
porate "within a structure explicitly
designed for our type of store, we are
lass yulnerable to Tegal attack from
outside institutions Tike Red Owl or
the state; or from takeover attempts
and corporate raiding by groups of in-
dividueals.” The trick is not to let
the structure required by the state
mandate a Rierarchial form of opera-
tion for the store.

I+ was for this reason at the Mill
City incorporation that many anarchists
were cancerned about not Tetting the
required board of directors become the
central committee of the coop. The i-
dea was for the board £o be as much as
possible a legal formalism and to have
the decisions made by the wembers.

However, I feel a working board is
much more necessary for DANCE warshouse
hecause there the difficulty of gather-
ing the member stores finto a workable
directorship is insurmountable. Many
people were disappointed when one major
decicion, vitally affecting all member
caops was made without consulting the
coops at all. The board decided to
stop all credit to the stores, making
Bills payable upen celivery, and de-
manded 5% of the yearly gross bouoht
from the warehouse by each steore.

Some persons on the board regretted
the process,but would try end justi-

fy it as an emergency situation be-
cause of critical need for money. DANCE
is undercapitalized and is experienc-
ing a rapi¢ increase in each month's
gross volume. There are those in the
commundity who want this issue to be
discusesd further and there will prob-
ably be a meeting scen o deal with it.

The struggle over the last year has
pointed out that fighting sectarians can
turn one into a sectarian unless one is
careful. There is a psychology that
develops from being involved in what
amounts to small-scale warfare for over
a year. People get worn down, especially
at come of the stores that have been un-
der constant attack. People have Deen
jumpy and the police have been called &

1

_fare and daycare,

rumber of times since the fipst time,
tho for minor incidents.

The pity of this whole affair has been
that of all this contention at the wrong
level. So much energy wWas diverted away
from issues that needed to have bean
dealt with here more fully. Some exam-
ples are agftational work around 5-1,
the movie "Snuff", developments in wel-
foreign policy issues
like fngola and U.5. threatening Cuba,
etc. In a recent pamphlet by the EL 0,
the writer wondered who the non-C.0.
people "thought their worst enemy Was--
the €.0. or munupn1y—state—capita1ism.“
Eor many it would be a toss—up, because
to allow or condone authoritarianism or
gangsterism would be just as harmful for
mavement as repression by the state. Or
more harmful because it would have sapped
the vitality and strength we nesd for

- the long haul.

Except for a disgusting leaflet put out
on May 7th, the C.0. has been relatively
quiet over the last month, With their
gconomic program in @ shambles and a grow-
ing 1solation, it is now wonder they so
easily let go of contro] at the PW, Selby
and Powgerhorn. Jn April ith the G0
not only dissolved itself {for the third
+me), but also reached a mew low--even
for them, Death threats were made again-
st two of their opponents that they de-
clared to be police agents. 0One is a
long-time coop worker and the other some-
one they hired to be the business manager
at the PW. He had charged the C.0. with
siphoning off thousands of dollars from
the PW and investigations are now going
on to determine whether the near bankrup
cy of PN ias well as selby) was the re-
sult of siphoning off or just mismanage-
ment. Liittle note was taken of the
death threats, not only because it was
so stupid (how do you find the right
word?), but also (perhaps unconsciously)
to do so would put the C.0. in the posi-
tion of having to perversely ocut do
themselves and go beyond mere threats.

This whole affair has pointed cut that
to acheive @ free and just society is
difficult and that people have to stick
with it when things get a bit heauy.
Pecp!e have also been studying more, ex-
amining their ideas and beliefs, trying
to get back to just what is it we are

Q trying to create.
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support for Soil of Liberty continues
to be good. Since the last issue we
have taken in some £50. We still need
more subscriptions. Subs are £3-%4.
Haymarket Press is acain donating
their Tabor to print this issue. .

Soil Of Liberty
P.0O.Box 3840
Loring Station
Mpis, Mn. 55403
Yo

w e

ution is the creation of new Iiving
Instit oS, New groupings  new sactal
relationshine. It iz the new spirit of
Justice, of trotherhdod, of fresdom which

ew the whole of socinl Jire, +he
vel end ihe mmterial ‘sepditicne
af Tae messes Ty celling on them te pro—
vide, through their direct and consclons
ion, Tor their mwn rutire.

—— Errice Maletesta

Add i Spanidn Anmuchosds

Hoymanket Press has fnstituted o
ffax' of 1% on aff piinting woek Lo
aenchiale funds to aid Spanish antroh-
Lida.  They wifl soom be sending $25
L4 the Anarchil® Bfaeh Cross in Eng-
fand. Those who wand 2o add fo The
fund cam do s0 thusugh :

Haymanked Press
3E1 Paxk Av 5o
Minneapolis, MN 55207
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There pre s suprising nuaber of anavchiast-

litertarion @ocialist putlications in exist-

ence, To incresde knowledge of and access
Lo these pubiicaticns, a 1ist of scae of
them lg found Telow, with addressss mnd
subseription rates.

Blaclk Plag, 03 &, Haverstock Hill, Loaden
H.W. 3, Bigland. . Mopthiy. 4§12

ESlack Flag of Anerchy, Soliderity Collective,

AWE: 3 8., Room 380, Hristol, B.T. 02869

An cccasional newsletter with short articles

Bnd news oo class-war prisonera. SASE

Anarchy, 25 Grosvencr Ave., London, 05
England.

Hlack 2iar, Box 2246 Milwsukss. Wige.

5 " ¥
#2202 Fublicntiocn of Social Revolutiadary
Anarchist Federstion. §3 for £ issues

Azarchi=t Bleck Haemer, Bex 171 Etockton,
California 55201 43

The Mazch! P.O. Box 34HE, Tussan, Aris.
85722 Menthly newapaper. 33
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