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Introduction 

This series of publications, which appeared during the years 
1934 to 1943 under the title International Council Correspon-
dence, later to be renamed Living Marxism and, finally, New 
Essays, expressed the political ideas of a group of American 
workers concerned with the proletarian class struggle, the condi-
tions of economic depression and worldwide war. Calling them-
selves Council Communists,1 the group was equally far removed 
from the traditional Socialist party, the new Communist party, 
and the various "opposition" parties that these movements brought 
forth. It rejected the ideologies and organizational concepts of the 
parties of the Second and Third Internationals, as well as those of 
the stillborn "Fourth International." Based on Marxist theory, the 
group adhered to the principle of working-class self-determination 
through the establishment of workers' councils for the capture of 
political power and the transformation of the capitalist into a 
Socialist system of production and distribution. It could be re-
garded, therefore, only as a propaganda organization advocating 
the self-rule of the working class. Because of the relative obscurity 
of this group and its ideas, it may be well to deal briefly with its 
antecedents. 

Labor organizations tend to see in their steady growth and 
everyday activities the major ingredients of social change. It was, 
however, the unorganized mass of workers in the first of the 
twentieth-century revolutions that determined the character of the 
revolution and brought into being its own, new form of organiza-
tion in the spontaneously arising workers' and soldiers' councils. 
The council, or soviet, system of the Russian Revolution of 1905 
disappeared with the crushing of the revolution, only to return in 



greater force in the February Revolution of 1917. It was these 
councils that inspired the formation of similar spontaneous organi-
zations in the German Revolution of 1918 and, to a somewhat 
lesser extent, in the social upheavals in England, France, Italy, and 
Hungary. With the council system, a form of organization arose 
that could lead and coordinate the self-activities of very broad 
masses for either limited ends or for revolutionary goals, and that 
could do so independently of, in opposition, to, or in collaboration 
with existing labor organizations. Most of all, the rise of the 
council system proved that spontaneous activities need not'dissipate 
in formless mass exertions, but could issue into organizational 
structures of a more than temporary nature. 

In both Russia and Germany the actual content of the revolution 
was not equal to its revolutionary form. Although in Russia it was 
mainly general objective unreadiness for a Socialist transformation, 
in Germany it was the subjective unwillingness to institute socialism 
by revolutionary means that largely accounts for the failures of the 
council movement. The great mass of German workers mistook the 
political for a social revolution. The ideological and organizational 
strength of social democracy had left its mark; the socialization of 
production was seen as a governmental concern, not as the task 
of the workers themselves. The workers' councils, which had made 
the revolution, abdicated in favor of political democracy. In Russia, 
the slogan "All Power to the Soviets" had been advanced by the 
Bolsheviks for tactical and opportunistic reasons. Once in power, 
however, the Bolshevik government dismantled the soviet system 
to secure its own authoritarian rule. The Russian soviets proved 
unable to forestall the transformation of the soviet into a party 
dictatorship. 

It is clear that workers' self-organization is no guarantee against 
policies and actions contrary to proletarian class interests. In that 
case, however, they are superseded by traditional or new forms of 
control, by the old or newly established authorities. Unless spon-
taneous movements, issuing into organizational forms of proletarian 
self-determination, usurp control over society and therewith over 
their own lives, they are bound to disappear again into the 
anonymity of mere potentiality. This is not true, of course, for the 
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minority of conscious revolutionaries who expect and prepare for 
new social struggles and to thai end concern themselves not only 
with the critique of capitalist society but also with the criticism of 
the means required to put an end to it. 

This accounts for the Left opposition within the Communist 
movement, which arose as early as 1918 and directed itself against 
the opportunism of the Bolshevik party in its endeavor to secure 
the existence of the Bolshevik government. Although bad expe-
riences with bourgeois parliamentarianism and with the class-
collaborationist practices of trade unionism had turned Western 
Communists into antiparliamentarians and anti-trade unionists, and 
thus into supporters of the council movement, the Bolsheviks 
insisted on a reversal of policies and the return to parliamen-
tarianism and trade unionism. The Communist parties were split 
and their left wings excluded from the Communist International. 
Lenin's pamphlet, Radicalism, an Infantile Disease of Communism 
(1920) was written to destroy the influence of the Left in western 
Europe. 

With the prestige of success on their side, and with the material 
means available to government to influence or destroy rival social 
movements, the Bolsheviks succeeded in reducing L^ft communism 
to practical insignificance. But it was never completejy extinguished 
and has continued to exist in small groups in a number of countries 
down to the present day. For a time, it even won a hearing in the 
United States, where the lack of revolutionary conditions con-
demned communism to exist in merely ideological form. The 
formation of groups of council Communists was first made possible 
here during the Great Depression, which saw the spontaneous 
growth of organizations of the jobless and of councils of the 
unemployed. 

With the demise of the unemployed movement, the group of 
council Communists elected to continue to function as an educa-
tional organization. A split in the Proletarian party added to their 
membership and made possible the publication of Council Corre-
spondence. At the founding of the group it adopted the temporary 
name United Workers party, soon to be changed to Council Com-
munists. It was, perhaps, due to the character of the group and its 
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intentions that it failed to attract intellectuals into its ranks. With 
the exception of articles translated from European sources^all the 
material published in Council Correspondence was written by 
employed or unemployed workers. Contributions were not signed 
because they expressed the opinions of the group even when written 
by individuals. There was, of course, no money available to pay 
for printing, and the magazine was produced by voluntary labor. 
Only with an increase in the number of readers, which coincided 
with a membership decline in the group, did it become both 
possible and necessary to print the journal. In view of the reduced 
membership, however, it was clear that Council Correspondence 
did not promote the growth of the organization but was practically 
no more than a vehicle for the elucidation of the ideas of council 
communism. For this reason the change of name to Living Marxism 
was decided upon. Eventually, however, the general decline of 
radicalism resulting from America's entry into World War II made 
the name Living Marxism seem rather pretentious, as well as a 
hindrance in the search for a wider circulation. It was changed to 
New Essays, but this did not yield the hoped-for results. After a 
few issues it became clear that a sufficient number of subscribers 
to make the magazine financially viable was not forthcoming. 

Throughout the existence of International Council Correspon-
dence no attempt was made to simplify its style or content to suit 
less-educated workers. The intention was to raise their level of 
understanding and to acquaint them with the complexities of social, 
economic, and political issues. The magazine was also written for 
politically advanced workers and for the council Communists 
themselves so as to improve the collective knowledge of the group. 
It was a forum for discussion, unhampered by any specific dogmatic 
point of view, and open to new ideas that had some relevance to 
the council movement. The magazine eventually succeeded in 
attracting contributions from Socialist writers who were not asso-
ciated with the group. And it had, of course, at its disposal the 
work of some academic people, for instance, Anton Pannekoek 
(writing under the pseudonym J. Harper), an advocate of workers' 
councils since their very inception.-Others, like Otto Riihle, had 
been active in the workers' councils in the German revolution. It 
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was Karl Korsch,-however, who became Living Marxism's most 
prominent academic contributor as well as theoretician of the 
council movement. 

Because large-scale unemployment was the most important 
aspect of the depression years, it received special attention in 
Council Correspondence—particularly with regard to self-help 
organizations and direct actions that attempted to alleviate the 
miseries of the unemployed. Connected with this in a special sense, 
but also for general reasons, was a great concern with the inherent 
contradictions of the capitalist system and their unfolding in the 
course of its development. The nature of capitalist crisis was more 
intensely discussed, and on a higher theoretical level, than is 
generally the rule in labor publications, encompassing as it did the 

-mfest recent interpretations of Marxist economic theory and its 
application to the prevailing conditions. The various articles 
devoted to this subject make their perusal highly rewarding even 
today, since they have lost neither their actuality nor their validity. 

In political terms, the rising tide of fascism, and thus the 
certainty of a new world war, occupied most of the space in 
Council Correspondence—not only with regard to the European 
scene but also with respect to its interconnections with Asia and 
the United States. From its earliest beginnings, German "National-
Socialism" was recognized as preparation for a war to redivide 
economic power on a worldwide scale favoring German capitalism. 
The reactions to Fascist imperialism were considered as being 
equally determined by competitive capitalist interests. Fascism 
and war were seen as directed against the international working 
class, for both attempted to solve the crisis by capitalistic means 
in order to sustain the capitalist system as such. 

The anti-Fascist civil war in Spain, which was immediately a 
proving ground for World War II, found the council Communists 
quite naturally—despite their Marxist orientation—on the side of 
the anarcho-syndicalists, even though circumstances compelled the 
latter to sacrifice their own principles to the protracted struggle 
against the common Fascist enemy. The essays devoted to the civil 
war were of a critical nature and for that reason possessed a high 
degree of objectivity, which made the failure of anti-fascism—as a 
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mere political movement—more explicit. Not only were the polit-
ical-military struggles, foreign interventions, and frictions within 
the, anti-Fascist camp adequately dealt with, but even more atten-
tion was given to the short-lived collectivization of industry and 
agriculture in the anarchist-dominated inters of revolutionary 
Spain. 

Insofar as the problem of the collective economy has been dealt 
with at all in nineteenth-century Socialist literature, it was in 
terms of the nationalization of productive resources and govern-
ment control of production and distribution. Only with the Russian 
Revolution did this problem assume actual importance, even 
though the socioeconomic conditions in Russia allowed for no 
more than a state-controlled economy that retained all the essential 
economic categories of capital production. This system may best 
be described, as state capitalism. In spite of its differences from the 
capitalism of old, it was, as far as the working class was concerned, 
merely another system of capitalist exploitation. The council 
movement did not recognize \ts planned economy as either a 
Socialist economy or a transition to such an economy, and opposed 
it not merely by denunciation but by developing its own concept 
of a Socialist society as a free association of producers in full 
command of all decisioning power connected with the production 
and distribution process. 

The organization of socialism was, then, a recurrent theme in 
Council Correspondence and Living Marxism, for the questions it 
raised could be answered neither by the localized collectivization 
of economically backward Spain nor by the centralized govern-
ment pjahning in equally economically backward Russia. Quite 
generally, however, Russia's state capitalism was either bewailed 
or celebrated as the realization of socialism—or, at any rate, as 
the road leading to it—and this illusion, though aiding Russian 
state interests, was detrimental to the international labor movement. 
It was the function of council communism, through its publica-
tions, to aid in the destruction of this illusion. There was no longer 
an urgent need to oppose social democracy. It had already, through 
its own practices, demonstrated its non-Socialist character and was 
now in the process of shedding its Socialist ideology as well. This", 
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however, gave the no less counterrevolutionary activities of inter-
national bolshevism an unwarranted nimbus. Much space was, 
therefore, given to analyses of both the theory and practice of 
bolshevism, going back to its earliest critics, such as Rosa Luxem-
burg, and bringing tliis criticism forward by following the history 
of bolshevism down to World War II. This criticism was all-in-
clusive, philosophical, political, economical, and organizational, 
and expressed at an early date what became, only much later, a/ 
more widely accepted recognition of the true nature of bolshevism. 

Criticism of the old labor movement, whether reformist or 
revolutionary in its tactics, did not exhaust the repertoire of Council 
Correspondence. Many of its articles and essays dealt with issues 
of a scholarly nature of more general interest, ranging from prob-
lems of psychology, sociology, and literature to such items as 
geopolitics, nationalism, and imperialism. Quite a number of these 
essays have been steadily reprinted by other publications and have 
served different authors as material for their own productions. Yet. 
for some years after World War II, the ideas propounded in the 
publications of council Communism seemed to be totally lost. 
Since then, however, a new interest in workers' councils has brought 
into being a great international library devoted to the subject and 
its history. This new interest was undoubtedly fostered by the 
institutionalization of workers' councils, shop stewards, and 
workers' committees in almost all the west-European nations, by 
the rather emasculated workers' councils in the Yugoslav "market 
socialism," and, last but not least, by their emergence as revolu-
tionary organizations in the recent social upheavals in "Communist' 
Poland and Hungary. In view of this situation, this reprint of 
International Council Correspondence and its successors is not only 
of historical interest but may, in a small way, throw some light on 
the potentialities of a future labor movement. 

—PAUL MATTICK 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1969 
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NOTE 
1. Radical Periodicals in America, 1890-1950, published by Yale University 

Library, 1964, states erroneously that council Communists "never affiliated with 
any major party," and that the "great majority of its members were former 
members of the German Sozialislische Arbeiter-Partei." However, council 
communism was the program of th^first west-European Communist parties 
before they were changed into parties of the Leninist type to fit them into the 
Third International. As regards the American group, none of its members 
had belonged to the Sozialislische Arbeiter-Partei, which held a position mid-
way between social democracy and Bolshevism. The few Germans in the 
American group came from the German council movifhent. The large major-
ity were native workers, and those with a political background came either 
from the Industrial Workers of the World or from the left wing of the Prole-
tarian party—the most "American" of the three Socialist groups that had 
vied for Russian acceptance as the "official" Communist party. 
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' WHAT /S COMMUNISM? 
In communism, t h e - p r c o e s s of p r o d u c t i o n i s no l i n g e r a p r o c e s s 
of c a p i t a l e x p a n s i o n , bu t only a l a b o r p roces s in which s o c i e t y 
draws f rom n a t u r e t he means of consumpt ion which i t n e e d s . No 
l o n g e r a r e v a l u e s p r o d u c e d , but on ly a r t i c l e s f o r use . As an 
economic c r i t e r i o n , the n e c e s s i t y of which i s u n d e n i a b l e , s i n c e 
bo th p r o d u c t i o n and t h e p r o d u c t i v e a p p a r a t u s must be made t o 
conform t o t he s o c i a l n e e d , t h e on ly t h i n g which can s t i l l 
s e r v e i s t h e l a b o r t ime employed in t he p r o d u c t i c n of goods . I t 
i s no l o n g e r t he ' v a l u e 1 but t h e c a l c u l a t i o n in terms of use 
a r t i c l e s and the immediate l a b o r t ime r e q u i r e d f o r t h e i r p r o -
d u c t i o n which i s t he n e c e s s a r y form of e x p r e s s i o n of a r e g u -
l a t e d communist ' ecbnoray. 

V 
And s $ , f rom t h e s t a n d p o i n t of Marxism, t he Russ i an e x p ? r i m e n t s 
in p l a n n e d economy a r e n o t t o be r a t e d as s o c i a l i s t i c . The Rus-
s i a n p r a c t i c e i s n o t d i r e c t e d a c c o r d i n g t o communist p r i n c i p l e s , 
bu t f o l l o w s the laws of c a p i t a l i s t a c c u r a u l a t i c n . fie have h e r e , 
even though in m o d i f i e d fo rm, a s u r p l u s - v a l u e p r o d u c t i o n under 
t he i d e o l o g i c a l c a m o u f l a g e of " s o c i a l i s t c o n s t r u c t i o n " . The 
wage r e l a t i o n i s i d e n t i c a l wi th t h a t of c a p i t a l i s t p r o d u c t i o n , 
f o rming a l s o in H u s s i a t he b a s i s f o r t he e x i s t e n c e of a grc.ving 
bu reauoracy with a o u n t j n g p r i v i l e g e s ; a b u r e a u c r a c y which, by 
the s i d e of t he p r i v a t e c a p i t a l i s t e l emen t s which a r e 6 t i l l 
p r e s e n t , i s s t r i c t l y t p be a p p r a i s e d a s a new c l a s s a p p r o p r i a -
t i n g t o i t s e l f s u r p l u s l a b o r and s u r p l u s v a l u e . From the 
Russian e x p e r i e n c e no p o s i t i v e c o n c l u s i o n s can be 'd rawn which 
have a r e l a t i o n to communist p r o d u c t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n . I t 
s t i l l o f f e r s only examples of t h e way in whi^h communiBm can 
not be d e v e l o p e d . 

The d e c i s i v e problems vf a communist economy do ne t come up 
u n t i l a f t e r t h e marke t , war;--? 2s .bcr , i c c ' ; , e*:c. , have been com-
p l e t e l y d i s p e n s e d w i t h . The very f a c t of t h e e x i s t e n c e of the 
wage r e l a t i o n s i g n i f i e s t h a t t h e ' m e a n s cf p r o d u c t i o n a r e net. 
c o n t r o l l e d by the p r e u c c e r s , bu t s t a n d ever a g a i n s t them in the 
form of c a p i t a l ; a-id t h i s c i r c u m s t a n c e f u r t h e r compels a r e p r o -
d u c t i o n p r o c e s s in the form of c a p i t a l a c c u m u l a t i c n . This l a t -
t e r i s , by the Marx i s t t h e o r y , b t e i ' i e and because of \ t s u a l i d -
i t y as a law of c r i s e s and c o l l a p s e , a t the sa-ne t ime the 
u l a t i o n of mise ry , and hence al.co the Russ ian workers aio-
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t o t u & l l y growing poorer a t the same r a t e aa o a p i t a l accumula tes . 
The p r o d u c t i v i t y of the Russian workers i n s r e a s e s f a s t e r than 
t h e i r waces; of the i n c r e a s i n g sooia.l product they reoe ive a 
r e l a t i v e l y ever sma l l e r s h * r e . To Marx t h i s r e l a t i v e pauper igap 
t l c n of t h e w o r k u p p o p u l a t i o n in the oou.rse of aooumulat ion is/ 
only a phase of the a b s o l u t e p a u p e r i z a t i o n ; i t i s only ano ther / 
e x p r e s s i o n " ? o r the i n c r e a s i n g e x p l o i t a t i o n of the workers, and ' 
t o denominate t h i s as the "growth of s o o i a l i s m " i s a f t e r a l l 
ha rd ly p o s s i b l e . 

The g i s t of the Bo l shev i s t " thsory of s o c i a l i z a t i o n " may he 
sketohed. as f o l l o w s : With the r e v o l u t i o n a r y o v e r t h r o w , i . e . the 
e x p r o p r i a t i o n of o a p i t a l , the power over the means of p roduc t ion 
and henoe t h s c o n t r o l over p roduc t ion and the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the 
p r o d u c t s passes i n t o the hands of the s t a t e a p p a r a t u s . This 
l a t t e r t h e n o rgan izes the va r ious branohes of p roduc t ion in a c -
oordanoe with a p lan and pu t s them, as a s t a t e monopoly, a t the 
s e r v i o e of s o o i e t y , With t h e a i d of s t a t i s t i c s , the o e n t r a l 
a u t h o * i t y oomputes and determines the magnitude and kind of p r o -
d u c t i o n , as a l s o t h e apport ionment of the p roduc t s and p r o d u c e r s . 

To b e s u r e , the means of p roduo t ion have here passed from the 
hands of the p r i v a t e e n t r e p r e n e u r s i n t o those of t h e S t a t e ; as 
r e g a r d s t h e p roduce r s , however, n o t h i n g has ohonged. No more 
th rm under o a p i t a l ism do they themselves e x e r o i s e the oommand 
o v e r the produots of t h e i r l a b o r , f o r they s t i l l l ack the o o n t r o l 
ove r the means of p r o d u o t i o n . J u s t as b e f o r e , t h e i r only means 
Of l i v e l i h o o d i s the s a l e of t h e i r l a b o r power. The only d i f f e r -
ence i s t h a t they are no longer r e q u i r e d to dea l with the i n d i v i d -
ua l c a p i t a l i s t , but wi th the to t&l c a p i t a l i s t , the S t a t e , as the 
purohaser of l a b o r power. In the mind of the Bo l shev i s t t h e o r e t -
i o i a n , as in t h a t of the Soo i a l Demoorat, monopoly o a p i t a l ism has' 
a l r e ady made p roduo t ion " r i p e f o r s o c i a l i z i n g " ; t h e only t h i n g 
l e f t t o do i s t o give a " soo ic* l i s t io" form t o d i s t r i b u t i o n . The 
deo l s ive i ispect or t h e ma t t e r here i s the o r g a n l z a t i o n a l - t e o h n i -
c-il s i de of the p roduo t ion p r o o e s s ; the s ide developed by monop-
oly o a p i t a l ism or t o be oopied from i t , i n s t e a d of the t r j s ly 
b a s i c f a c t o r of oommunist eoonomy: t h e eoonomio r e l a t i o n between 
product and p roduce r . 

The concept ion t h a t the mere c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of the matins"' of p r o -
duot ion fn the hands of t h e S t a t e i s t o be regarded as s o c i a l i -
z a t i o n p reo luded the p r a o t i o a l employment of an account ing u n i t 
in keeping with a oommunist mode of eoonomy. C e n t r a l i z e d power 
over s o o i a l p roduo t ion and d i s t r i b u t i o n admi t t ed of no form of 
aocount ing by whioh an u n i n t e r r u p t e d eoonomio prooess was p o s -
s i b l e .-is a s u b s t i t u t e f o r money eoonomy, The Russ ian a t t empts a t 
a n a t u r a l eoonomy dur ing t h e p e r i o d of "war communism" comple te ly 
m i s o a r r i e d . Money accoun t ing had t o be r e - e s t a b l i s h e d . ' 

Under o a p i t a l i s m , the means of p roduo t ion (mp) and l a b o r (1) ap-
pear as c o n s t a n t (o) and v a r i a b l e (v) o a p i t a l . The va lues o^v 
oan be a p p l i e d o a p i t a l 1 s t i o a l l y only so long as they produce sur-
p l u s value ( s ) . The c a p i t a l i s t i c fo rmula of p roduc t ion i s c/-v/-e. 
I t i s only beoause mp^l appear as c/-v, t h a t i t i s p o s s i b l e t o a t -
t a i n e . If c/-v drops o u t , so a l s o does s , and v i c e v e r s a . What 
remains i s the o o n c r e t e , m a t e r i a l form of o/-v, t h a t i s mp/ l , the 
means of p roduc t ion and l a b o r . The oommunist fo rmula of p roduc-
t i o n is - mp/ l . 
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The development of mp and 1 prooeeda in any s o c i e t y ; i t is n o t h i n g 
o the r than the " m a t e r i a l i n t e r a c t i o n between man and n a t u r e " . The 
fo rmula o^v / s , however, i s h i s t o r i c a l l y bound wi th o a p i t a l 1st 
s o o i e t y . If under o a p i t a l i s m i t was. only the i n t e r e s t in s whioh 
determined the development of o/-v, s i n c e ? here the need fo r the e x -
pans ion of o a p i t a l p r e v a i l s over the s o o i a l needs, under communism 
on the o t h e r hand, i t i s only the s o o i a l needs which determine t h e 
development of mpf l . The f o r m u l a o /v^s presupposes exchange between 
the owners of o f v and the owners of l . Of oAv is l a c k i n g , so a l s o 
i s t h i s exchange. I t is not u n t i l mp has oeased t o c o n f r o n t the wor-
ke r s in the form of c a p i t a l , when i t remains merely as the t o o l of 
s o c i e t y and is no th ing e l s e . t h a t i t is p o s s i b l e t o speak of a oom-
munis t eoonomy. Labor time as the u n i t of reckoning would play a 
double r o l e in the communist eoonomy: 

" I t s appor t ionment in aooordance with a d e f i n i t e s o c i a l 
p l a n main ta ins the proper p r o p o r t i o n between the d i f f e r -
e n t kinds of work t o be flone and the v a r i o u s wants of 
the community. On the Other hand, i t a l s o s e r v e s as a 
measure of the p o r t i o n of the oommon l a b o r borne by each 
i n d i v i d u a l , and of h i s shatfe in the p a r t of the t o t a l 
product d e s t i n e d f o r i n d i v i d u a l consumption. The s o o l a l 
r e l a t i o n s of the i nd iv idua l p roduce r s , wi th r e g a r d both 
t o t h e i r l abour and t o i t s p r o d u c t s . a r e in t h i s case p e r -
f e c t l y Bimple and i n t e l l i g i b l e , and t h a t wi th r e g a r d no t 
only t o p roduo t ion bu t a l s o t o d i s t r i b u t i o n " . ( C a p i t a l , -
Vol. I - Page 90 - 91 ) . 

Taking the s o o i a l average working hour aa the oomputing u n i t of oom-
munist s o c i e t y , i t must be oapable of embracing all . c a t e g o r i e s of 
p roduot ion and d i s t r i b u t i o n . The working hour u n i t must be a p p l i c -
ab le , t h a t i s , t o the q u a n t i t a t i v e consumption, the q u a n t i t a t i v e 
r e p r o d u c t i o n and the q u a n t i t a t i v e expans ion of the p roduc t ive f o r c e s . 
Rach e n t e r p r i s e must determine the number of working hours i t oon-
sumes, so t h a t they can be r e p l a c e d in the same magnitude. Computa-
t i o n by working hours i s not d i f f i o u l t , as a l l the p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s 
f o r i t have a l r eady been formed by o a p i t a l l e t ooet aocount ing . In 
p a r t i o u l a r , the c a p i t a l i s t p roces s of r a t i o n a l i s z t i o n d e v e l -
oped computing methods whioh a re oapable of g e t t i n g a t the ooet 
p r i o e both as a whole and a l a o down i n t o the l a s t d e t a i l . And while 
these computing methods sure today r e l a t e d t o the common denominator 
d i f f i c u l t i e s 0 0 0 n v e r s i ° n i n t o the working hour i s a t t e n d e d by no 

The p roduo t ion formula of any e n t e r p r i s e , as a l s o t h a t of s o o i e t y as 
a whole, i s very s i m p l e . We have a l r eady s t a t e d i t as f o l l o w s : m p / l -
p r o d u o t . With the a i d of the means of p roduc t ion , human l a b o r p r o -
duces a q u a n t i t y of goods. We d i s t i n g u i s h between two d i f f e r e n t 
kinds of means of p r o d u c t i o n : f i x e d and o i r o u l a t i n g . So we broaden 
our formula In aooordanoe wi th t h i s d i s t i n c t i o n . 

mP | . r J_ 1 
TO e^<"5* r a w ®ater i a l , e t o . l a b o r power 
10,000 working hours 70 ,000 working hours 70 ,000 working hours 

Assuming t h a t these f i g u r e s a r e appl loable to a shoe f a o t o r y : 
r i h ' & i »n°?YCt C I 0 » ° ° ° 4 7 0 , 0 0 0 * 7 0 , 0 0 0 5 50,000 p a i r s of shoes in 

f f d11® * ? 0 u r 8 ' 0 r average of t h r e e working hours is oon-
t S ^ 5 * t h l 0 P r ° 4 u c t i o n formula we have a t the same 

time the r ep roduc t ion fo rmula f o r s i n p l e / reproduct ion . We know how 
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many l a b o r hours «ere withdrawn from t h i s f a c t o r y f o r the p roduc t ion 
of 50.000 p a i r s of shoes . The same number of l a b o r hours must a c -
c o r d i n g l y be r e s t o r e d t o i t . And what holds f o r t h e s i n g l e e n t e r -
p r i s e Lolds a l e o f o r t h e whole of s o o l e t y , whioh of oourse i s only 
t h e sum t o t a l of a l l e n t e r p r i s e s . The t o t a l s o c i a l produo.t i s the 

• p roduc t of m p / r / l of a l l e n t e r p r i s e s . To d i s t i n g u i s h t h e product ioij 
f o r m u l a of the s i n g l e e n t e r p r i s e s f rom t h a t of s o c i e t y as a whole, 
we s e l e c t o a p i t a l l e t t e r s f o r the l a t t e r . The fo rmula f o r the soc i a -
produot (SP) then r e a d s : tfP4-RvL:8P. Assuming MP ( t h e sum of a l l the 
f i x e d means of p r o d u c t i o n ) t o amount t o 100 m i l l i o n l abo r h o u r s , t h e 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g sum R t o amount t o 600 m i l l i o n , and t h e l abo r t ime 
consumed t o be equa l to 600 m i l l i o n , we have the f o l l o w i n g f o r the 
t o t a l p roduo t : MP/R/.LzSP - 100/600/600:1300. Of t h e t o t a l product ior 
of 1300 m i l l i o n l a b o r h o u r s , in c o n d i t i o n s of s imple r e p r o d u c t i o n , 
( i . e . - w h e n no expans ion of p r o d u c t i o n ooours ) , we assume t h a t 600 
m i l l i o n l a b o r hours a re t u r n e d over t o t h e oonsumers in the form of 
means of consumpt ion. 

The a p p l i o a t i q n of the s o c i a l average l a b o r hour as the oomputing 
u n i t presuppooes the e x i s t e n o e of worke r s ' oouno i l s ( s o v i e t s ) . Eaoh 
e n t e r p r i s e comes fo rwa rd as an independent u n i t and i s a t the same 
t ime, as we a h a l l show l a t e r , oonneoted with a l l the o ther e n t e r -
p r i s e s . As a r e s u l t of the d i v i s i o n of l a b o r , eaoh f a c t o r y has car-
t a i n end p r o d u o t s . With t h e a i d of t h e p r o d u c t i o n fo rmula m p / r / l 
eaoh e n t e r p r i s e oan compute t h e l a b o r t ime con ta ined in i t s end 
produced. In the shoe f a c t o r y taken as an example, the end p r o d u o t -
(one p a i r o f s h o e s ) - o o n t a i n s an average of t h r e e working h o u r s . T h i s 
average oajn be found f o r eaoh produot i n eaoh e n t e r p r i s e . The end 
produot of an e n t e r p r i s e , i n s o f a r as i t i s not d e s t i n e d f o r i n d i v i d -
ua l oonsunp t ion , goes t o ano the r e n t e r p r i s e e i t h e r in the form of 
mp or £, and t h i s one in t u r n oomputes i t s end p roduo t s in l a b o r 
h o u r s . The same t h i n g ho lds f o r a l l p l a c e s of p r o d u c t i o n , wi thout 
r e g a r d $0 the magnitude or k ind of t h e i r p r o d u o t s . 

When ttye i n d i v i d u a l e n t e r p r i s e s have determined the average l a b o r 
t ime o u n t a i n e d in t h e i r p roduo t s , i t s t i l l remains t o f i n d the s o -
c i a l a v e r a g e . Al l e n t e r p r i s e s of the same n a t u r e , i . e . - t u r n i n g out 
the sftune k ind of p r o d u c t s , must ge t in touch with eaoh o t h e r . From 
the I n d i v i d u a l e n t e r p r i s e s of a de t e rmina t e i n d u s t r y , in a g iven 
t e r r i t o r y , w i l l be d e r i v e d the t o t a l average of a l l t h e given 
a v e r a g e s (average of a v e r a g e s ) f o r t h e s e e n t e r p r i s e s . To t a k e a 
rouf^h exanp l e : i f 100 shoe f a o t o r i e s s t r i k e an average of t h r e e 
h o u r s , 100 o t h e r s an average of two, then the g e n e r a l average f o r 
a p a i r of shoes i s 2 - 1 / 2 h o u r s . The v a r y i n g averages r e s u l t from th . 
v a r y i n g p r o d u c t i v i t y of the i n d i v i d u a l e n t e r p r i s e s . Yhotqgh t h i s i s 
c o n d i t i o n i n h e r i t e d f rom c a p i t a l i s m , and the d i f f e r e n c e s in produc-
t i v i t y w i l l s lowly d i s a p p e a r , the d e f i o i t of one e n t e r p r i s e must i 
the meanwhile be made up through t h e s u r p l u s of t h e o t h e r . From thi 
s t a n d p o i n t of s o o l e t y . however, t h e r e i s only the s o o l a l average 
p r o d u c t i v i t y . The d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the s o c i a l l abo r time o a l l s f o r 
the o a r t e l l i s a t ion of the i n d i v i d u a l e n t e r p r i s e s . The o p p o s i t i o n be-
tween the f a o t o r y - a v e r a g e and t h e a 0 0 i a l - a v e r a g e l a b o r time oomes 
t o an end in the p roduc t ion o a r t e l . 

The s o o i a l average l a b o r t ime deoreasee with the development of t: 
p r o d u c t i v i t y of l a b o r . I f t h e produot thus "cheapened" i s one f o r 
i n d i v i d u a l consumption, i t goes i n t o consumption wi th t h i s reduced 
ave rage . If i t is an end produot used by o the r e n t e r p r i s e s as meanr 
of p r o d u c t i o n , t h e n the consumption of mp/r f o r t h e s e e n t e r p r i s e s 

y 

f a l l s , the p r o d u c t i o n 1 ^ o s t s n d ec l i ne and hence 
f o r n t k e p roduc t s of these e n t e r p r i s e s i s " d u c e d . The mat ter of c ^ 
p e n s a t i n g f o r the v a r i a t i o n s caused in t h i s way i s a purely 
c a l problem which p r e s e n t s no s p e o i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

I f the working hour ' e e»»es aa a .seaaura of P«<>uotion " » £ « " 
wise be a p p l i c a b l e to d i s t r i b u t i o n . A very c l e a r s t a tement 01 i n w 
u n i t i s g iven by riarx:(Critique of the Gotha Programme, pa^e tyi 

"What the produoer_has g iven t 0 . , i 8
w ^ v i i^dav^^con-amount of l a b o r , e or example: the s o c i a l working aay 

s l s t s of the sum of the i n d i v i d u a l s ' hours of work. Ine 
i n d i v i d u a l working-t ime of the i n d i v i d u a l producer i s 
p a r t of t h e s o c i a l working-day c o n t r i b u t e d by him, n i s 
p a r t t h e r e o f . He r e c e i v e s from s o c i e t y a voucher t h a t ne 
nas c o n t r i b u t e d such and such q u a n t i t y of work t a l t e r ae 
duot ions f r o m h i s work f o r the oommon fund) and draws 
through t h i s voucher on the s o c i a l s t o r e h o u s e as much 01 
t h e means of consumption as the same q u a n t i t y of work COSTS. 
The same amount of work which he has g iven t o s o c i e t y in 
one form, he r e c e i v e s back in a n o t h e r . 

The s p e c i a l i z a t i o n of l a b o r makes necessa ry the use of some s o r t cf 
c e r t i f i c a t e s f o r drawing from the f u n d of s o c i a l a r t i c l e s 01 con-
sumpt ion . Each producer r e c e i v e s a number of t h e s e c e r t i x i c a t e s c o r -
responding to the number of houra of l a b o r he has performed. These 
c e r t i f i c a t e s nay be c a l l e d l a b o r money, though they a re not money a 
a l l in the c a p i t a l i s t i c s e n s e . "The p roduce r s " , writes.Ma.rx, "n.ay 
e v e n t u a l l y r e c e i v e paper checks , by means of which they withdraw 
f rom the s o c i a l supply of means of consumption a sha re co r re spond i . 
t o t h e i r l a b o r - t i m e . These checks sire not money. They do not c i r c u l -
a t e . " ( C a p i t a l , Vol. 2 - page 4 l2 )» 
The workers c a n n o t , however, r e c e i v e the f u l l ou tpu t of t h e i r l a b o r , 
rne l a b o r time i s not the d i r e c t mee^sure f o r the p a r t of the s o c i a l 
p roduc t d e s t i n e d f o r i n d i v i d u a l consumpt ion . As Marx goes on to ex-
p l a i n : 

"Let us t ake the words "proceeds of l abour" in the sense of 
the p roduc t of ^abour , thus t i e c o - o p e r a t i v e proceeds cf 
l abour i s the t o t a l s o c i a l p r o d u c t . 
But from t h i s mUst be deducted^ f i r s t l y , Reimbursement f o r 
the replacement of the means of p r o d u c t i o n used up; second-
l y , an a d d i t i o n p o r t i o n f o r the ex t ens ion of p roduc t i on ; 
t h i r d l y , r e s e r v e or insurance f i inds t o provide a g a i n s t mis-
a d v e n t u r e s , d i s t u r b a n c e s through n a t u r a l e v e n t s , and so or.." 

There is l e f t the o the r p o r t i o n of the t o t a l p roduc t which is meant 
to se rve d e f i n i t e l y as means of consumpt ion . But b e f o r e t h i s can gc 
f o r i n d i v i d u a l consumption t h e r e has t o be taken from i t y e t : f i r s t -
l y , the gene ra l c o s t s Of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n not a p p e r t a i n i n g to produc-
t i o n ; secondly , what i s d e s t i n e d f o r the s a t i s f a c t i o n of comr.-.unal 
needs , such as s c h o o l s , h e a l t h , s e r v i c e s , e t c . ; t h i r d l y , funds fo r 
those unable t o work, e t c . , in s h o r t , what coroes under the heading 
of s o - c a l l e d o f f i c i a l poor r e l i e f today . (Cr i t i u u e of the Ootha Pro-
gramme - page 2 7 . ) ^ 

Those i n s t i t u t i o n s which produce no t a n g i b l e gooiis ( c u l t u r a l and 
s o c i a l e s t f e l ishraents j ' and ye t p a r t i c i p a t e in the s o c i a l consumption 
may be reckoned as e n t e r p r i s e s . Their s e r v i c e s go over in to s o c i e t y 
without de l ay ; p roduc t ion and d i s t r i b u t i o n here are* one. In the case 
of t he se e n t e r p r i s e s , the f i n a l goa l of communism, *.he " t ak ing ac-
co rd ing to need" t is a l r e ady a c t u a l i z e d ; t h e i r d i s t r i b u t i o n is 
governed by no eoonomic a e a s u r e . We c a l l these p u b l i c e n t e r p r i s e s . 
or e n t e r p r i s e s f o r genera l s o c i a l l a b o r (GSL). Communist accoun t ing 
is compl ica ted by the e x i s t e n c e of t h e s e GS^ e n t e r p r i s e s j u s t as i t 
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was by the v a r y i n g p r o d u c t i v i t y of the s i n g l e 
whioh the p u b l i o enoe rp? i eea consume must be drawn from tne s t o r e s 
of the p r o d u c t i \ 6 elite Vpr ioc s , 

Going back t o our p r o d u c t i o n fo rmula f o r . e c o i e t y as a whole: 
( M P ^ / L z m a s s cf p roduces , or (100^600 JACCOcm i l l ion working h o u r s . 
MD amd R have t o be r ep roduced ; t h e r e remain , of t h e t o t a l mass 01 
p roduc t s ' 600 m i l l i o n working Aoura. The GSi e n t e r p r i s e s take f rom 
t h e s e 606 m i l l i o n t h e i r means of p r o d u c t i o n and raw m a t e r i a l s . l t i s 
a c c o r d i n g l y n e c e s s a r y t o knew the t o t a l oonsumpticn of thesp P U ° | J C 

e n t e r p r i s e s . If we d e s i g n a t e the moans o f
D P r 0 ^ c ^ n - , ^ n r n ? w 5 r ^ a s ° e n t e r p r i s e s as MPs,* the raw m a t e r i a l s as Rs and t ^ e l a b o r power as 

Ls , w? get t h e f o l l o w i n g t o t a l budget f o r G9^; (MPs/Rs )£LS: s e r v i c e s 
of t h e GSL, or ( f o r example - g m i l l i o n /• 5^ m i l l i o n - I t g m i l l i o n 
l a b o r h o u r s . ) From the 600 m i l l i o n l a b o r hours t o be oonsumed, 58 
m i l l i o n must be deduc ted f o r MPs and Rs of the GSL e n t e r p r i s e s . 
There r e g a i n 5^2 m i l l i o n l a b o r hours f o r the i n d i v i d u a l consumption 
of a l l workers . In the p r o d u c t i v e e n t e r p r i s e s the workers were em-
p loyed 600 m i l l i o n hou r s , and in t h e GSL e n t e r p r i s e s 50 m i l l i o n . J I 
t h e t o t a l o u t p u t of l a b o r power t h e r e i s a v a i l a b l e f o r i n d i v i d u a l 
consumpt ion , a c c o r d i n g l y , only 6$0 c r 11 t h i s p rop r -
t i o n the " f a c t o r of i n d i v i d u a l consumption" ( f l v J . T h e fo rmula t o r 
FIC i s : L-(MPS/RS) over L A Le. Or employihg t h e f i g u r e s assumed 
in our example: 600 m i l l i o n - 5% mi l l i on* 5*f2 m i l l i o n 0 .53 

600 m i l 1 ion f ~y) raiiiipn-1650 m i l l i o n 

If a worker has worked 40 h o u r s , he r e c e i v e s a labor-money c e r t i f i -
c a t e in the amount of O.gp x 4 0 ; }}.2 which he exchanges f o r such 
a r t i c l e s as he p l o a s e s . Tnis computa t ion i s p o s s i b l e because a l l e n -
t e r p r i s e s keep an account of t h e i r consumption in mp, r ana 1 . ine 
g e n e r a l s o c i a l bookkeeping, which r e c o r d s a l l p r o d u c t s , has a t i t s 
d i s p o s a l a l l d a t a n e c e s s a r y f o r d e t e r m i n i n g the payment f a c t o r , 
namely, L,MPs,Rs and Ls , which r e s u l t f rom s imp le sunmation in t h e 
c u r r e n t a o c o u n t . 

In t h e GSL e n t e r p r i s e s , t n e " t a k i n g a c c o r d i n g t c needs" was, as we 
have s e e n , a l r e a d y r e a l i z e d . With t h e growth <~>f communism, t h i s 
t y p e of e n t e r p r i s e r e o e i v e s an ever i n c r e a s i n g e x tens ion . mean6 of 
consumpt ion , S w e l l i n g , pas senge r t r a n s p o r t , e t c . The more s o c i e t y 
grows in t h i s d i r e c t i o n and t h e more e n t e r p r i s e s a re t r a n s f o r m e d i n -
t o t h e GSL t y p e , the l e s s w i l l i n d i v i d u a l l a b o r be tx.e measure f o r 
i n d i v i d u a l oo^sumptio«^ This tendency s e r v e s t o i l l u s t r a t e the gen-
e r a l development oi" co'mmunist s o c i e t y . 
With the development of communism, the accoun t ing f o r FIC c h a n g e s . 
Var ious e n t e r p r i s e s , such as an e l e c t r i c p l a n t , work in p a r t f o r 
i n d i v i d u a l consumption and in p a r t f o r pu re ly p r o d u c t i v e p u r p o s e s . 
To r e f e r t o our example: if t h e consumers a re now s u p p l i e d with 
e l e c t r i c i t y , f r e e of cha rge , the e l e c t r i c p l a n t be longs t o a new 
type of e n t e r p r i s e . For a ccoun t ing p u r p o s e s , t h e s e mixed e n t e r -
p r i s e s must be inc luded e i t h e r under t hose of the p r o d u c t i v e or of 
the GSL t y p e . This e l e c t r i c p l a n t must r e c e i v e back from the FIC 
t h e d e l i v e r i e s of c u r r e n t , e x p r e s s e d in working hou r s , going i n t o 
the i n d i v i d u a l consumpt ion . The a d d i t i o n of t h i s e p a r t s of a l l 
mixed e n t e r p r i s e s g ives the d e f i c i t t o be made up by the FIC. If 
we c a l l t h i s p a r t t h e g e n e r a l d e f i c i t (D), we have a new d i s t r i b -
u t i o n f o r m u l a : FIC - L-TMPS/RS )-D over I . /Ls . 

A number of v a r i a t i o n a re p o s s i b l e h e r e , depending on whether we 
a s s i g n the mixed e n t e r p r i s e s t o t h e p u b l i o or t o t h e p r o d u c t i v e ones 
or d iv ide them between the two. But t h e s e v a r i a t i o n s do not a f f e c t 
t h e c l a r i t y of the g e n e r a l v iew. 

i 

When the r e l a t i o n between p roducer and p roduc t i sesJ** 1 *®*®*» *£® 

i t s e l f i s a s o o i a l q u e s t i o n . The "expenses" of d i s t r i b u t i o n a r 
e l u d e d in t h e g e n e r a l Audgf ^ ? J r

t S ! L A | j * ! v ; £ S h i c h ' l ikewisf conduct d i s t r i b u t i o n a re e n t e r p r i s - of t h e GSL type wnicn l u c e 
t h e i r a c c o u n t i n g acco rd ing o the f o r m u l a mpf-Tt-i. 

sajs:-" 
of r e p r o d u c t i o n must be accompl i shed on a l o n of cap-
i t a l i s m , t U s nrooosa which goes on in t e r n * of ^ o u w l r t i O B ^ o a p 
i t a l , i s t h 3 i n d i v i d u a l fur .o t ^ e v a . i us P ion . Of the s o c i a l 
p r i s e s . In 0cm.-nur.iam, howaver : f u r t h e r e x p a n s i o n of the p r o -
p r o d u c t a p a r t i s he re employed f c r the f u r ^ n e r p ^ consc ious 
d u o t i v e a p p a r a t u s . If t h i c expanded r e p r o d u c t i l a b o r t ime r e -
a c t i o n , W a v e r , i t is » » » o y t o i ^ L l f f c r r e p r S S c t i o n 
q u i r e d f o r 3irr.ple r e p r o d u c t i o n . The formUIa f o x P x a n ( t e d 
i s : MP/R^L.ie t h e materia}, a p p a r a t u s of p roduo t lo i i i s g 
by 10% a mass of p r o d u c t s of t h i s anpunt must be withdrawn 1rom in 
d i v i d u a l consumpt ion . When t h i s " ± 1 (MP/R)/L. We have 
p r o d u c t i o n p r o c e e d e n c o r d m g t o the f o r m u l a . 1 . 1 V £ b s 0 _ 
a l r e a d y shown t h a t .he s o o i u l p roduot i s c o m p l t o the 
c i e t y when t h e i n d i v i d u a l consumpt ion p rooeeds acc g 
f o r m u l a FIC " L-(it?o/-Ra). 

T h i s i n d i v i d u a l coasumpt ion must now be f u r t h e r . 
(UP/R). I n the case of a 10} e x p a n s i o n of P r o d u c t i o n , we the:n get 
t h e fo rmu la : V T n - T - O r i (MP/RWTMPS^RS ) . T h l s g e n e r a l fo rmula 

L ̂ LB 
n o t t a k e the p l a c e of t h e oonore t e s o l u t i o n of t h e ^ w i t h * 1 

r e a l i t y , bu t w i t h i n the s cope of t h i s work we must be c°n en t w i t h 
i t and merely r e f e r f u r t h e r t o Marx: " I f we a®®um®jV r a n i t a l would 
were not c a p i t a l i s t i c , b u t communis t io , t h e n t h e m J " i t

p
c w r i e B i n _ 

be e n t i r e l y e l i m i n a t e d , and wi th i t the d i s g u i s e which i t c a r r i e s in 
t o the t r a n s a c t i ona . The q u e s t i o n i s t h e n s imply *®d" . means of 
lem t h a t s o o i e t y must c a l c u l a t e b e f o r e h a n d how myoh 1 » i n l u r v 
p r o d u c t i o n ^ and means of s u b s i s t e n c e i t can u J ^ x

h ® i l d i n _ o f r i n _ 
f o r such l i n e s of a o t i v i t y a s , f o r i n s t a n o e , the b u i l d g 
r o a d s , which do no t f u r n i s h any means of p r o d u c t i o n o r , ' 
or any u s e f u l t h i n g , f o r a l ong t ime , a y e a r or more, whi le they r e -
q u i r e l a b o r , and meana of p r o d u c t i o n and s u b s i s t e n c e 
nua l s o c i a l p r o d u c t i o n . " ( C a p i t o l , V o l . 2 - ?age 361) . 

Le t us c o n s i d e r t h i s example . If t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of a r a i lway P™r®a 

• n e c e s s a r y , the work i nvo lved ve longs t o t h e GSL p a r t of the 
p r o d u c t i o n . If i t consumes, f o r example, t h r e e y e a r s ° ' j j ^ o r in 
c e r t a i n number of working h o u r s , t h i a sum is dedue t ®J y 

c h a r g i n g i t t o t h e GSL aocoun t , f rom t h e f a o t o r of i n d i v i d u a l 
sumpt ion (FIC) . 

In t h e r e l a t i o n s between t h e i n d i v i d u a l e n t e r p r i s e s i abor - t ime . 
morey is s u p e r f l u o u s . When an e n t e r p r i s e d e l i v e r s i t s end p r o d u c t s , 
i t has l i n k e d m?/-r/l working hours t o t h e g r e a t ° h a i n . 
s o c i a l l a b o r s . These must be r e s t o r e d t o the v a r i o u s e n t e r p r i s e s in 
t h e same magnitude in t h e fo rm of o t h e r end p r o d u c t s . The l a o o r 
money is v a l i d only f o r i n d i v i d u a l consumpt ion. As more and more e n -

y 



t « r p r l 0 M are b rought i n t o GSL p r o d u c t i o n , d i s t r i b u t i o n by me ana of 
l a b o r money grows l e a s and l e a s , and ru shes on t o i t s own a b o l i t i o n -
F i x i n g t h e f a o t o r of i n d i v i d u a l consumption i s t h e taalc of s o c i a l - » 
bookkeep ing . On the o r e d i t s i d e of the s o c i a l bookkeeping s t a n d s L; 
on the d e b i t s i d e MPs, Re, and Ls . "Bookkeeping aaa o o n t r o l and a b -
s t r a c t summary of t h e eoonomio p r o c e s s , " says Marx, "beoomes the 
more n e c e s s a r y t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h e p r o c e s s f u n c t i o n s on a s o o i a l 
s c a l e and l o s e s i t s p u r e l y i n d i v i d u a l o h a r a c t e r . If i s , t h e r e f o r e , 
mor6 n e c e s s a r y in c a p i t a l i s t p r o d u o t i o n t h a n i n s c a t t e r e d h a n d i c r a f t 
and a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u o t i o n , and s t i l l more n e c e s s a r y in o o - o p e r a t i v c 
t h a n in c a p i t a l i s t p r o d u c t i o n . " This bookkeeping under oommunisa 
is merely bookkeep ing and n o t h i n g e l s e . I t i s the c e n t r a l p o i n t of 
t h e eoonomic p r o c e s s , b u t has no power over t h e p r o d u c e r s or t h e i n -
d iv idua l . e n t e r p r i s e s . The s o c i a l bookkeep ing i s i t s e l f only an e n -
t e r p r i s e of t h e GSL t y p e . I t s f u n o t i o n s a r e : t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n of the 
s t r e a m of p r o d u c t s , t h e f i x i n g of t h e FIC, t h e o u t l a y of l a b o r - t i m s 
money, the c o n t r o l over p r o d u o t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n . The c o n t r o l of 
the l a b o r p r o c e s s i s a p u r e l y t e o h n i o a l one, whioh i s hand led by 
each e n t e r p r i s e f o r i t s e l f . The o o n t r o l e x e r o i s e d by the s o c i a l 
bookkeeping e x t e n d s only t o a c c o u n t i n g f o r a l l r e o e i p t s and d e l i v -
e r i e s of the i n d i v i d u a l e n t e r p r i s e s and watohing over t h e i r p r o -
duc t iv i t y . 

The c o n t r o l of p r o d u c t i o n in the s o c i e t y of f r e e and equa l p roduce r s 
does not oome about t h r o u g h p e r s o n s and a u t h o r i t i e s , but i s con-
d u c t e d th rough the p u b l i c r e g i s t r a t i o n of the o b j e c t i v e oourse of 
t h e p r o d u c t i v e p r o c e s s ; t h a t i s , p r o d u c t i o n ls c o n t r o l l e d t h r o u g h 
r e p r o d u c t i o n . 

The d i f f e r e n t i n d u s t r i a l o r g a n i z a t i o I B t u r n t h e i r g r o d u o t i o n budge ts 
over t o the e n t e r p r i s e which conduc t s t h e s o o i a l bookkeeping . From 
a l l the p r o d u o t i o n budge t s r e s u l t s t h e s o c i a l i n v e n t o r y . P roduc t s in 
one form f l o w t o t h e e n t e r p r i s e s ; new ones in a n o t h e r form are g iven 
out by them. Each conveyance of goods i s r e o o r d e d i n t h e g e n e r a l 
s o c i a l bookkeeping by an e n d o r s e n B n t , # o t h a t the d e b i t and c r e d i t 
of any p a r t i c u l a r e n t e r p r i s e a t a iy t ime cam be seen a t a g l a n c e . 
E v e r y t h i n g which an e n t e r p r i s e oonsumes in t h e way*of means of p r o -
d u c t i o n , raw m a t e r i a l or l a b o r money, appear on the d e b i t s i d e of 
the e n t e r p r i s e ; what i t has t u r n e d over t o s o c i e t y in the- form of 
p r o d u c t s appea r s as a c r e d i t . These two items must oover eaoh o t h e r 
c o n t i n u o u s l y , r e v e a l i n g in t h i s way whe ther and t o what e x t e n t t h e 
p r o d u c t i v e p r o c e s s i s f l o w i n g smoo th ly . S h o r t a g e and excess on the 
p a r t of the e n t e r p r i s e becomes v i s i b l e and can be c o r r e c t e d . If an 
e n t e r p r i s e is unab le t o m a i n t a i n i t s p r o d u c t i v i t y , i f t h a t p r o d u c -
t i v i t y d e c l i n e s , t hen t h e o t h e r e n t e r p r i s e s , even though they work 
beyond the s / a . p r o d u c t i o n t ime , oanno t oover the s h o r t a g e of the 
f i r s t one. The c o m p a r a t i v e l y u n p r o d u c t i v e e n t e r p r i s e i s unable t o 
r ep roduce i t s e l f , the m a l f u n c t i o n becomes v i s i b l e and oan be reme-
d i e d by s o c i e t y . The c o n t r o l of the GSL e n t e r p r i s e s runs p a r a l l e l 
in p a r t wi th t h a t of t h e p r o d u c t i v e ones . I t r e s u l t s from the mat-
e r i a l p r o d u c t i o n , t h r o u g h t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n of t h e a r t i c l e s t u r n e d 
over t o them and thg r e c e i p t of l a b o r money. The p r o d u c t of the GSL 
e n t e r p r i s e s , however, goes "into e o o i e t y " g r a t u i t o u s l y " , s o t h a t f o r 
t h e s e e n t e r p r i s e s the a r a d i t f a c t o r i s l a c k i n g in t h e i r bookkeeping . 

° 4 j » p r o d u c t i v i t y w i l l p robab ly only be p o s s i b l e 
wi th the a i d of compara t ive i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . 

While c a p i t a l i s m t h e c a t e g o r y s . a . l a b o r t ime i s dependent on 
va lue , in communism i t i s only a m a t t e r of the l a b o r embodied in 

goods t u r n e d o u t . And whi le s o o i a l p r o d u c t i v i t y under c a p i t a l i s m has 
/ 

* 

t o be r e g u l a t e d by the marke t , whioh invo lves a g i g a n t i c waste of 
t h e s o o i a l f o r c e s of p r o d u c t i o n , in oomraunism the lower , ing of the 
s . a . p r o d u c t i o n t ime is e. c o n e o i o u e , s o c i a l l y - r e g u l a t e d a c t . I t lead*, 
t o a g e n e r a l d roo .in ~.:A t imes of p r o d u c t i o n . I f , f o r example, an 
e n t e r p r i s e has roc ken e l i t e means c.f p r o d u c t i o n a t 100,000 l a b o r 
h o u r s , ar.d i f we acsuae t n a t t hase i n s t r u m e n t s have a t e n - y e a r span 
of l i f e , t hen 10 ,000 *nrk ing hcuro a re t o bo added on y e a r l y t o the 
p r o d u c t s of t h i s e n t e r s i s e . I f t h e s . a . r e p r o d u c t i o n t ime of t h e 
means of produot ion- employed in t h i s e n t e r p r i s e d e c l i n e s , t h e n in 
i t s p roceso cf r e p r o d u c t i o n i t oan f a s h i o n o e t t e r or more maohines 
and t h u s i n c i e a s o i t s p r o d u c t i v i t y , wnich in p r a c t i o e means expand-
ing the p r o d u c t i v e a p p a r a t u s wi thout t h e e x p e n d i t u r e of e x t r a l a b o r . 
The p r o d u c t i o n t ime f o r t h i s e n t e r p r i s e has changed . Sinoe t h e s . a . 
r e p r o d u c t i o n t ime i s obse rved , the only ohange i s in the p r o d u c t i v -
i t y f a c t o r of t h i s eivifrrpr l s e . The s . a . p r o d u o t i o n t ime of the c a r -
t e l w i th which the e n t e r p r i s e Is c o n n e c t e d always remains the same 
aa t h e reproci.uct ion t i m e , fi ince the means of p r o d u o t i o n , t o o , f low 
ir? a c o n t i n u o u s a t ream through a l l the e n t e r p r i s e s . The lowes t s o -
c i a l r e p r o d u c t i o n t imes b l e n a aga in and aga in in t h e p roces s of 
p r o d u c t i o n w i t h t h e s . a . r e p r o d u c t i o n t i m e . 

By way of summary , i t may be s a i d : 
"The bas 33 of the s . a . r e p r o d u c t i o n t ime i s t h e s . a . working 
hour . This c a t e g o r y is a l r e a d y v a l i d even in c a p i t a l ism.Even 
row the ind/v ii.oe.1 l / f i e v i n c e s f i n e no e x p r e s s i o n in the oom-
m o d i t j , f or the p r o d u c t i s conver ted , on the market i n t o money; 
t h a t i s , t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o the g e n e r a l commodity, by which a l l 
i n d i v i d u a l d i f f e r e n c e s a r e a b o l i s h e d . In comnunism, i t i s the 
s . a . r e p r o d u c t i o n t ime which embraces w i t h i n i t s e l f a l l i n -
d i v i d u a l d i f f e r e n c e s of s low and e x p e r i e n c e d workers , of c a p -
ab le and J . t ss c a p a b l e , of manual, aud i n u - i l l e o t u a l l a b o r . The 
s . a . r e p r o d u c t i o n time i s a c c o r d i n g l y someth ing which as such , 
as sometnir .^ s p e c i a l , does n o t e x i s t . L ike the laws of na tu re , , 
which merely b r i n g out what i s g e n e r a l in the p a r t i c u l a r 
phenomena, w i thou t e x i s t i n g as a c t u a l l aws , the s . a . working 
hour , which in t h e c o n c r e t e sense has no e x i s t e n c e , embodies 
what is g e n e r a l f rom among the enormous d i v e r s i t y in the mat -
e r i a l I n t e r a c t i o n of s o c i e t y " . 

THE U. ff. P. GROUPS. 
B u f f a l ° , N.Y., have c o n d u c t e d q u i t e a few ou t -door 

e. ̂ re.®c as ft t i n g s t h i s summer, and the workers responded by ghe hun-
V , a 8 a r e l i e f f ° r t h e s e a u d i e n c a s t o hea r something about 

tr.e i r own r e a l p i o b l e n s in c o n t r a s t t o the C.P. s p e a k e r s , who i n -
os3oant ly ha rp on tiie b e a u t i e s of " the VJT\:ers> ' F a t h e r l a n d " . — O u r 
D u i f a l o group i s o r g a n i z i n g a c l a s s on "fio / o l u t ionary Marxism". 

+ 7 Y ° ^ k G?* t y 3 X 6 P l a n n i r - S some ve ry o u t s t a n d i n g a c -
w i n t e r s e a s o n , and we w i l l announce the 

evo . i . s in t h i s pape r from c ima co t i m e . 

+ C" t h 8 0 0 n , r a i i 3 8 h»ve he lped t o p r e p a r e m a t e r i a l f o r 
x n i - _3B is, a i d have shown much w i l l i n g n e s s in s u p p o r t i n g the P a r t y . 

The Chicago group opens i t s annual Worker ' s Forum on Sun .Oc t .7 . I t * 
S u r , l a y e v j n i n g t h r u - o u t the w i n t e r . Oot .g a s tudy 

^ e ° ^ £ X f v t ^ C ^ a W U 1 r e g u l a r w**kly5me et I n £ 
+ vL '5f,JLr P °* to-..evenings a re muoh b e t t e r a t t e n d e d now than d u r i n g 

summer, months, and the oomrades a re e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y a c t i v e . 



' FORTHCOMING ARTICLES IN THE COUNCIL C0RRE8P0NEENCE. 

The Labor Movement"in England. 

I s The A. F. of L. ft Labor f r g a n i z f t t i o n ? 

Kenryk Oroeemanne I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the Marxian Theory of 
Accumulation and Col lapse of the C a p i t a l i s t 

Thesis on Bolshevism. 
( T r a n s l a t e d from the Dutoh "Counoil Correspondence" . ) 

The p r e s e n t s t a n d of the European Counoil Movement. 

, / ^e rspeo t ives of the Amerioan Labor Movements. 

Opposi t ion Groups of the I I I I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 

Will t h e r e be an Amerioan Labor Par ty? 
'«<>* 

FOR THOSE WHO READ GERMAN: 

"na tekor respondenz" (Theor 'e t lsohes - und Diskuss ionsorgan f u r d ie 
Katobewagung) Horausgegeben von der Gruppe I n t e r n a l i o n a l e r Kom-
munis ten Hol land . 
No. I : "Die Zusammenbruohstheorie des K a p i t a l i s m u s " . Eine k r l t i s c r 
/ . u sa lnande r se t zung Anton Pannekoek 's mit dem Buohe Hanryk Gross ma/ nDa3 AkkumulatIons- und Zusammanbruchsgesetz des k a p i t a l i s t i s c h e n 
Systems" We i t e rh in : "Die W i r t s o h a f t s l a g e im N a t i o n a l s o z i a l i a m u s " . 
No. 2 : "Dor H i s t o r i s c h e Mate r i a l i s mus" und " H i t l e r Deutechiand in. 
Zsichpn des Zusammenbruoh3". 
t ' o . 3 s "TheBen ube ra i en Bolsohewismus". Eine umfassende und 
glonzende Dars te^ lung das Bolsohewismus vom Standpunkt dar 
Katabewagung. 
No.«f : "Zu Pannekoeks K r i t i k in No.I der "Rate Korrespondenz". PnuL 
U'i t t iok a n t w o r t e t Ponnekoek vom Boden der Grosamannsohen I n t e r p r e -
t a t i o n der Marx'sohen Akkumula t ions thaor i e . 

Jede Nummer 10 c e n t . P o r t o f r e i . B e s t e l l t b e i "Uni ted Workers Pa r . 
1604- N. C a l i f o r n i a Ave. , Chioago, 111. 

BESTELLT - L E ^ - V e r b r e i t e t -
"KAMPFSIGNAL" Deutsohas der Ratebewegung gowidmetes Organ, dar 
deutechen r e v o l u t i o n a r e n A r b e i t a r New Yorks. - Einzelnummar 5 / . 
G e s o h a f t s s t e l l e : - 799 Broadway (Room 413) New ?ork C i ty . 
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THE FUTURE OF THE GERMAN_LAB0ĝ _MOVEMENT.__ 

Any s p e c u l a t i o n r e g a r d i n g the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of the German l abo r 
movement must t ake i n t o aooount , not merely the timo^cf the v a r i o u s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , but the s t r u o t u r a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s in modern s o c i e t y 
dur ing the l a s t deoade. This ohange in the eoopcmio t e t u p , t o -
g e t h e r with i t s p o l i t i o a l consequenoes, i s l i k e w i s e the i n d i s p e n s -
ab le key t o - t h e complete unders t and ing of f a s o i s m . 

In the p r e s e n t o r i s i s , the monopol is t form of eoonomy develops 
w i t h i n i t s e l f s t a g n a t i n g t endenc ies d i r e o t e d economical ly a g a i n s t 
the l a i s s e z - f a i r e p r i n o i p l e and p o l i t i c a l l y a g a i n s t "formal democ-
racy ". The prooese of c a p i t a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n , which cont inues du r -
ing the o r i s i s , ao t s as a spur t o a l l s o o i a l g roups , though i t i s 
only the working c l a s s which oan be moved in to a genuine o p p o s i t i o n 
t o the e x i s t i n g o r d e r . The eooncmio dependenoe of the middle o laaa 
a l lows i t no p o l i c y of i t s own; i t develops only a backward i d e o l -
ogy, s i n c e any s o o i a l advanoe b r ings wi t l f i t the downfal l of t h i s 
o l a a s as a s p e o i a l group. 

The f a c t t h a t the middle c l a s s haa beooma the c h i e f suppor t of the 
faooiflt--movement i s only a s i g n of i t s own h i s t o r i c a l l na ign l f ioan-
oe. The p o l i o i e s of the e x i s t i n g eoonomlo system can no t be sub-
o r d i n a t e d to t h e f a s o i s t ideology, and the louder t h a t ideology 
or i e s , the more s u r e l y i t a l s o d e s t r o y s i t s e l f . Being Lnoapable 
of b r i n g i n g about a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ohange in economic sys tem, 
f a s o i s m is oompelled t o f o l l o w lawe wnioh simply f o r o e the im-
poverishment of the middle olaaa aa w e l l . Tk:-3 f a s c i s t i-ioveaant 
must of n e c e s s i t y , in t h e oouree of developments , eh r ink to a 
f a s c i s t s t a t e appa ra tu s whioh has openly t o donrend the i n t e r e s t s 
of the eoonomlo a l l y " s t r o n g e s t groups a g a i n s t s o o i e t y as a whole. 
P r a c t i o a l l y , f a so i sm can only be a p p r a i s e d as the exp re s s ion of 
the p o l i t i o a l n e c e s s i t i e s of the monopo l i s t i c groups dur ing the 
c r i s i s . I t i s no th ing o the r than the convuls ion t o permanent 
oAirorism a g a i n s t the working c l a s s ; and t e l a compulsion r e -
s - a t s from the f a o t t h a t the f u r t h e r endanger ing of i n d u s t r i a l 
p r o f i t s by a o o i a l u n r e s t oan no l o n g a r be t o l e r a t e d , s i nce the 
a l r e a d y i n s u f f i c i e n t p r o f i t b r i ngs I n t o q u e s t i o n more and more 
tue oon t inued ex ie t enoe of the eoonomlo system. 7as0 la3 . f u r -
thermore , has t o wage the o laaa s t r u g g l e ag-iinct the c l a s s 
s t r u g g l e whioh i t den iea , ao as t o p r e p a r e the " n a t i o n " f o r 
the i m p e r i a l i s t i c c l a s h e s t o be e x p e c t e d . * 

Aa a r e s u l t of t h e n n n t l i o t e of i n t e r e s t s wi th in a o c i e t y - "* 
o o n f l i c t a d e n i a b l e only in words, not in re<?.1 i t y - fasoiem 
may change i t a l e a d e r a and symbols or may even und j r c e r t a i n 
o i rcumstanoes , aa a r e s u l t of new a o o i a l uphaavaZ e , g ive p laoe 
t o a neo-democra t io regiice. But p r a o t i c a l i y , t h i s t r a n s f o r m a -
t i o n would be n o t h i n g morn than an. exchange of l e a d e r s and 
syrrbola, a inoe even tho . -^storac ^democraoy" would be c o r b e l l e d 
t o adopt the f a e c i s t p o l i c i e s , Even a democra t i ca l l y "miuiad" 
s t a t e appera tus would have t o p r - . ' a c t the e x i a t i n g s o c l e cy wi th 
the necessa ry means, which tod&y a re means of t e r r o r i s m . Without 
over looking the d i f f e r e n o e a between faso ism and democracy, i t may 
s t i l l be s a i d - t h a t both theae s .ocial forma, wi th in the framework 
of the p reaen t eyetem, have only the aame p o e s i b i l i t l e a of a c t i o n , 
s inoe p o l i t i o a i s always d i c t a t e d by the eoonomlo n e c e s a i t i e a . 
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From t h i n s t a n d p o i n t , any s t r u g g l e f o r demooraoy i s only a pseudo 
s t r u g g l e . Ahd f o r t h i s . reason, suoh a s t r u g g l e i s q u i t s out of 
t h e q u e s t i o n f o r T;he workers , and oan only be oonduo ted by t h o s e 
g roupe whioh a r e w i l l i n g t o p l ay o a p i t a l i s t i o p o l i t i o s , t h a t i s , 
mere ly -want t o govern . Thie f i g h t w i l l no t even be deo ided by t h s 
" f i g h t e r s " , b u t by the p rooesaos w i t h i n t h e eoonomio sys tem. Only 
t h e f a l s e assumpt ion t h a t t h e p r e s e n t eoonomy i s s t i l l oapab le of 
f u r t h e r p r o g r e s s i v s development oan f e e d the i l l u s i o n of a new 
democrat io e r a . 

I n Germany a l s o , t h e r e a l o l a s s s t r u g g l e w i l l n o t t u r n on the q u e s -
t i o n of demooraoy, and a l l a t t e m p t s t o e r e o t a new l a b o r movement 
on t h i s b a s i s a r e doomed i n advanoe. The e f f o r t e Of the s o c i a l i s t 
movement t o g e t a new l e a s e of l i f e t h r o u g h the r a d i c a l i z i n g of i t s 
p h r a s e o l o g y f a l l down on t h e o b j e o t i v e i m p o s s i b i l i t y of t u r n i n g h i s -
t o r y baokw&rd. The demand f o r the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of demooraoy i s 
no l e s s l a u g h a b l e than the f a i t h of t h e f a a o i s t in t h e r e s t o r a t i o n 
of t h e "good o l d t i m e s " . 

The a t t e m p t s of t h e v a r i o u s oommunist groups t o b u i l d up i l l e g a l 
movements in t h e o l d p a r t y s t y l e ehow t h a t they tho rough ly s h a r e 
t h e i l l u e i o n s of the s o c i a l i s t movement. Nothing' has ohanged as 
r e g a r d s the idea h e l d by t h e s e groups a s t o the r o l e of the p a r t y . 
What was onoe l e g a l s h a l l now c o n t i n u e t o f u n c t i o n i l l e g a l l y i n 
t h e same fo rm. Theyoomplete ly f a i l t o s ee t h a t t h e o l d p a r t y 
movement waa j u s t an e x p r e s s i o n of f o r m a l demooraoy, and oou ld 
e x i s t nowhere e l s e . The p a r t y i s bound up wi th demooraoy, t h e one 
i s no t p o s s i b l e wi thou t t h e o t h o r . Anyone f'-.o f a n c i e s t h a t s t r o n g 
p a r t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s oapab l e of p l a y i n g a d e o i s i v e r o l e in h i s t o r y 
oan be b u i l t up anew, such a pe r son must n e c e s s a r i l y , however muoh 
he may p r o t e s t , b e l i e v e in t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of a new demoorat io e r a , 
elnd, l i k e t h e r a s o i s t s and s o o i a l i s t s , i s merely i n t o x i c a t i n g him-
s e l f wi th t r a d i t i o n s . 

Noth ing i s more na ive t h a n t h e v a r i o u s a s s e r t i o n s of t h e d i f f e r e n t 
p o l i t i c a l groupe i n Germany t o t h e e f f e o t t h a t t hey have so and so 
many thousands of i l l e g a l members in t h e i r r a n k s . These computa-
t i o n s oan only be made and p e d d l e d abou t in f o r e i g n o o u n t r i e s . 
They a r e i n o a p a b l e of p r o o f , and s p r i n g only f j o m t h e oompe t i t i ve 
needs of the v a r i o u s p a r t i e s i n t h e c o u n t r i e s which have not y e t 
gone f a s o i e t . Those computa t ions a r e dubious f o r the very r e a s o n 
t h a t t h e r e i s absq l -u te ly no way of making; them; no c o n t r o l l e d , i l -
l e g a l l a b o r movement embraoed on p a r t y p r i n c i p l e s e x i s t s in 
Germany. 

I t i s t r u e t h a t the Communist P a r t y suoceeded , d u r i n g tha f i r s t 
few months of the d i c t a t o r s h i p , in l e a d i n g p o r t l o n e of i t s n o n -
renegade membership t o engage in pigmy d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , i n c o l -
l e c t i n g dues f rom the membership, in p rompt ing them t o the d i s -
t r i b u t i o n of l e a f l e t s , e t o . But t h i s a o t i v i t y was p o s s i b l e only 
because t h e f a s c i s t t e r r o r was s t i l l l a c k i n g in s y s t e m , ar.d we 
f i n d t h a t t h e comm'.nist a c t i v i t y l e t up in the same measure i n 
which the f a s c i s t 'Tcheka" s p r e a d i t s n e t s . This " r e v o l u t i o n a r y " 
s p i r i t of the C.P. - a s p i r i t which was a s l e e p a t t h e proper 
moment, beoaus'e I t d i d not want t h a t moment t o OOGB - o o l l a p s e d 
f rom i t s own eenwklossnees . Thousands of f a n a t i c i s ed p a r t y h a n -
g e r s - o n d r i f t e d i n t o t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n carape f o r d i s t r i b u t i n g 
l e a f l e t s c o n t a i n i n g n o t h i n g more t h a n t h e p h r a s e , "Hands o f f t h e 
S o v i e t Union". The f l u c t u a t i o n s in membership was p e o u l i a r t o 
t h e C.P. The S . P . waa oomposed ofV>ld f e l l o w s , i noapab le of ohmnging, 

wh i l e the C.P. was l a r g e l y oomposed of younger e lements whdofa-jnetsad 
of o o n v i o t i o n s had only un i forms t o ohange. These d e s e r t e r s made i t 
a l l the e a s i e r f o r f* so i sm t o wipe out t h e i l l e g a l a o t i v i t y of t h a 
C.P, i n t h e sho.-.fee b o o a c e ' v c b l e r ime . The g l a d i a t o r p o l i t i o s of t h e 
C.P. was not even the c o u r v ^ ; of d e s p a i r , but s e r v e d merely t o j u s t i f y 
t h e oomtruaist " t l ; «6 ! i oor.s t r a c t o r e r , who of oouree had a s s e r t e d t n u t 
t h e r u l e of H i t l e r c o a l a bo cf o.r:.cf d u r a t i o n . The r e a l re-.a--. 
t i o n s ox ojwer o o n t r a t f l o t 3 d t h i s c r i m i n a l po l ioy d e s i g n e d t o concea l 
e m b a r r a s s i n g f a o t s , anu. undor the ax of t h e f a s o i e t e x e o u t i o n e e r s , t h e 
d e e p e e t - d y e d p a r t y f a n a t i c i s m went t o p i e o e s . 

Though p o l i t i o a l groups were r e o r g a n i z e d undergroung, t h e f a s c i s t 
p o l i c e a p p a r a t u s c2.no a d j u s t e d i t s e l f t o underground. * 
a f t e r day oooured , and & I i l l ooo«x.'S, t h e a r r e s t of o f j . i o i a l e , t h e 
s u p p r e s s i o n of mee t ing p l a c e s , tho s e i z u r e of oon tao t men. What is 
b u i l t up today la tomorrow a l r e a d v d e s t r o y e d . Slowly bu t wi th deadly 
c e r t a i n t y , the very beginr . -ngs -.f t h e i l l e g a l mi vamen*. a re b l o t t e d o u t . 
I t was t h e s e o l roumstoncee nrhiolj ^ j . r s t c l e a r l y r e v e a l e d how deep the 
n a t i o n a l s o o i a l i a t ideo logy LP 3 t i 3 1 r o o t e d even in t h e workers . They 
p u t themselves w i l l i n g l y uo 3&:xi oo of the a u t h o i i t i e s f o r t/io 
purpose of e x t e r m i n a t i n g . A s-oate of g e n e r a l d i s t r u s t loread 
over the movenant. who s t i l l s a t i n t h e " p a r t y " or-aaoilii tod**', 
might l i tand r e v e a l e d as a Nazi tomorrow. The ideologic?.'^ 9.7*,y 
Nazia over t h e g r e a t messes b rought i n t o t h e l a b o r mcve-w.r.t r 
o p p r e s s log r e s i g n r . t i o n ar.d •». f e e l i n g t o r t h e n e c e s s i t y 0 / ;>o v , - - ie"^ 
change of p o l i o y . Anything t h a t t h e hands of t h e Li-iJ.c 
f o u l of t h i s r e s i g n a t i o n , iVhat jp.ina ie a ve,ry an&Jl c ji 
hounded r e v o l u t i o n i s t s who, i n v\rr.{ of ihe t r u e a : "rus* * :T._. i*.'.ght]y 
o o n t i n u e f o r t h e p r e s e n t t o keep t u e i r o"»n oo.r.po r.> . Ton . •:/. t o 
them, a p a r t f rom a few e x o e p t i o n s , means notr. ng *:'•>' &;••"<> groups 
of f i v e " ino lude workers f rom the most d i s p a r a g e campb -: " -d 
l a b o r uovement. The groupe themse lves s e r v e f o r t h e p r e e e n t merely t c 
a s s u r e t h e mutual u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h o s e engaged in t h e movenwnt; they 
r e f r a i n f rom a l l o u t s i d e a o t i v i t y . 

Having s h a t t e r e d t h e o l d l a b o r movement , FasoiPm n e i t h e r can n c r v i l j 
p e r m i t t h e b u i l d i n g up of a n o t h e r . What i s r jo r r , - t h the 1 ur tht . r 
deepen ing of t h e o r i e l s , t h e t e r r o r i s m must s t i l l oo- . t inua t o L'*™ 
s h a r p e r . The n e o e s s l t y of a t o ml z ing t h e ma3see f- ; I ' « ~ l y n--
ing them under t h e d i r e c t o o n t r o l of t h e f e s o i r r , 3t.?.v? door-
n o t , however, do away wi th t h e eoonomio n e o e s s i t y ol L L i - . ' - i J ' C T 
g e t h e r in fereat numbers in t h e e n t e r p r i s e s , indus t ra . ee , ample;, .ti. 
b u r e a u e , l a b o r s e r v i c e oamps, e t c . The i m p o s s i b i l i t y cf for-nJ 3 t r ; • 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s doee n o t a b o l i s h the o l a e s s t r u g g l e i t e e l f ; in t w o v.e«» 
a i t u a t Ion, i t w i l l e imply assume new f o r m s . The absence of do Mir -in. 
permanent o r g a n l z a t i o n e w i l l and can only l e a d t o the e x t e n s i o n cf c.. 
workers-oouno 11 movement. The e o c i a l development has reaohed a pel*; 
which makes the o o u n c i l movement the n a t u r a l and only p o e e i b l e one. 
ibiat h i t h e r t o has been propaganda a r i s e s now f rom the r e l a t i o n e them-
s e l v e s . Slnoe the o l a s s s t r u g g l e , v iewed as the e s s e n t i a l form ' f 
h l s t o r i o a l movement, is no t s u s c e p t i b l e of be ing forb idden , , the s t r u , 
of t h e workers f o r t h e i r e x i s t e n o e must t ake the spoilt ana one c h a r a c t e 
under t h e f a a o l s t d i c t a t o r s h i p and w_ll be one wi th t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n . 
The-.oounoils e x i e t only s o long as they a r e in r a t i o n ; they e r e in ao 
t i o n ae eoon as t hey e x i e t . In o rde r t o be permanent , they have f i r s 
t o win. They a re a t the same t ime the r e a l i z a t i o n of the u n i t e d f r c . 
• inoe they a re no t bound t o g e t h e r on t h e b a s i s of i d e o l o g i e s , bu t a r . 
the exprees ion of the m a t e r i a l l i f e needs of t h e combatants w i thou t r. 
g a r d t o t h e i r i d e o l o g y . They make a r e a l i t y of what cou ld h i t h e r t o b 
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v a l i d only in words; namely, t h a t t h e Revolut ion la not a p a r t y 
m a t t e r , but the a f f a i r of the o l a a a . 
To avo id going off In to empty s p e c u l a t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e oomlng Ger-
man l a b o r movement, i t must be r e a l i z e d t h a t the p e r i o d of d i a i n t e -

?r a t i o n of e x i s t i n g s o o i e t y c o n s t i t u t e s a new h i s t o r i c a l epooh whioh 
ol lows i t s own laws and not those of t h o - p a a t . The o l d p a r t y move-

ment whioh r e g a r d e d i t s e l f as the deo i s lve f a o t o r of the r e v o l u t i o n 
was in rea^l t i? only a c h i l d of a s p i r i n g c a p i t a l i s m ; a oh 11 d whioh the 
oanu lba i l i a^ io mether devours tn^ the o t i a i s . The a e t t i n g in of t h i a 
new epeon i s neoefosar l ly bound u f rn r l fn the end of demooraoy and henoe 
wi th t h e end of the prev ious l a b o r movement. The p a s t , to be a u r a , 
s t i l l weighs upon the p r e s e n t and l eads t o t h e b u i l d i n g or neo-
s o o i a l i s t , neo-oommunist and o the r such "neo" o r g a n i z a t i o n s , but a l l 
t r a d i t i o n s must y i e l d in the f a o e of t h e ohanged o i roumstanoes . The 
-world o r i s i s i s s t i l l In i t s f i r s t s t a g e , the prooesa of d i a i n t e g r a -
t i o n has only begun. The f a r t h e r t h i a p r o c e s s advanoep, the more 
must the t e r r o r i s m a g a i n s t the workers be sharpened . But t h i s t e r r o r -
ism s e r v e s f o r t h e i r p o l i t i o a l e d u o a t i o n . - In the oourae of deve lop-
ment, faaoiam w i l l be compelled t o d e s t r o y i t a own o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; 
n a t u r e 6eta a l i m i t even to the g r e a t e s t joy in t h r a l l d o m . Famiahinu, 
f a s c i s t s cease t o be f a s c i a t a . Res igna t ion k i l l s i n d i v i d u a l s , bu t 
n o t c l a s s e s . Every a t tempt of the workera t o ward o f f t h e i r impover-
ishmont w i l l be oombated in t h e manner in which r e b e l l i o n are put 
down. Thus even the most baokward workers w i l l be compelled, in nrde 
t o save themaelvea , t o ao t aa if they were oonsoious r e v o l u t i o n i s t s . 
Every assembly of workers becomes a r e s e r v o i r of r e v o l u t i o n a r y e n e r g y 
The weakness of t h e i l l e g a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i l l not permit of f.ny rv 
degree of c o n t r o l <Ver t h e m a e s e s . In oomml+tees of aot ion and w. 
kere Qounoils they w i l l o r e a t e t h e i r own form of o r g a n i z a t i o n and 
t h e i r own l e a d e r s h i p . And i t Is only in t h e s e f i r s t be . j i^ r inga and 
t h e i r q u a n t i t a t i v e growth t h a t the r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement can be d i s -
oerned . 

The tempo of t h i s development i s de termined by t h a t of the p e r i o d of 
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n , Unleaa t h e r e oooura a audden and r a p i d deepening of 
the o r i a i s or unleaa a new war fundamenta l ly ohanges t h e whole world 
p i c t u r e , no th ing muoh of a eurpr ia l i iB n a t u r e in r e f e r e n c e t o the 
l a b o r movement w i l l happen in Geriw.y in the nses- f u t u r e . Of a r e s -
t o r a t i o n cf the l abo r movement upon the b a s i s of "the o l d , no th ing of 
the sor* need be looked f c r , E o ' t h a t , so f a r as concerns the p a r t y 
movement, one w i l l ha^e t c lony i t s very ex; .e tence . I t i9 impose iDle 
to c ^ ' e ive of any way in. which i t cou ld sex. I t 9 e l f up a? a q u i t a 
Sppci-i-i. feroup, s i n c e the movement is i d e n t i o a l with t h e workv.'.pr c laee 
i b C e . / . /.nd n e v e r t h e l e s s , s t i l l more s u r p r i s i n g l y than d id the 
fhs. o i . icc , tac.t movement w i l l one day ana toh the power In to i t a handt: 

The Ootobe r . I aeue of the MODERN MONTHLY c o n t a i n s , betweon 
o ther i n t e r e s t i n g a r t i c l e s , a c r i t i c i s e or 
Workers Parco', by Paul k a t t i o k , from the vlowpot/rt cf -he 
c o u n c i l neve r iant . Also a c r i t i q u e of Lcwia Cor.:"-" hook, 
Hl .o Decl ine of Ameiioan Cap i t a l iota" from the E tc..,~poJ..; • 
of o v e r - a c c u m u l a t i o n . 
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UNITY FOR WHAT? 

Communist League and the Amor loan Workers' Par ty 
Move t o Form New P a r t y . 

Aooording t o t h e " M l l i t a n t " (#57) t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l uni ty of t h * 
groupe i i o loae a t hand. The p o l i t i c a l b a r g a i n e r a u e j l M B t iJUI 
t o put t h e i r d e t l through t o the s a t i s f a c t i o n ot all conoer:n?J'Tb 

membership of both groupa w i l l bp^very happy, and they w i l l Pe 
proud of a l a r g e r and more important o r g a n i z a t i o n . The Trotsky 
bodyguard w i l l e a s i l y f o r g e t t h a t only yes t e rday the J u s t e i t e s 
were f a k i r a and p o l i t i c a l aooundre la . The Muate orowd w i l l soon 
ag ree t h a t Troteky on the aame a i d e wi th t h e i r "American Lenin , 
t h e former and p r e s e n t P r i e s t Muate i s not so bad. Together they 
w i l l f i g h t f o r the Amerlosn kind of a r e v o l u t i o n , and o e l e b r a t e 
t h e memory and bonea of Amerioan Bourgeois r e b e l s dead 150 yeara 
or more. 

The whole mas t e r is a j o k e , only i n d i c a t i n g t h a t by t h i s merger 
they hope t o e t o p the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n going on in bo th groups . I t 
i s of no importance t o t h e working o l a s s , and as a mat ter 01 i a c t 
the workera ignore bo th of " the only ones" . Divoroed or com-
b i n e d , they hava no f u t u r e as t h e i r only weapona a re outworn t r a -
d i t i o n s whioh may s t i l l oon fuse p a r t of the workers , but never 
r e a l l y i n f l u e n c e them. 

P r a c t i o a l l y i t may be aummed up as an expres s ion of the sound 
po l ioy " f o r b i g g « r and b e t t o r b u s i n e s s " . As long as i t i s no t 
p o s i t i v e t h a t t h i s u n i t y w i l l a c t u a l l y take p l a o e , i t ia ^ o t 

worthwhile t o d a a l wi th i t a t g r e a t l e n g t h . We w i l l oome baoic 
t o the a u b j e o t i n one of the f u t u r e iaeues of the C. C. 

WE WISHVTO ANNOUNCE: -
A Monthly Organ of The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Communist Workera' Counci l 
Movement. 

"LIVING MARXISM" 

A monthly magazine to be p u b l i s h e d beginning Jan . I , I935» "Living 
Marxism" w i l l b#» unique i n s o f a r r.s i t w i l l not be r e s t r i c t e d by 
p a r t y i n t e r e a t e , w i l l xx>t a e rve t £ e i n t e r e e t a of any p a r a s i t i o 
boxooracy, or be obsoessed by l e a d e r f e t i s h i s m . I t w i l l deal with 
v i t a l problems of i n t e r e s t t o worke r s , and w i l l p u b l i s h only such 
m a t e r i a l whioh w i l l be of va lue In the r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e f o : 
Communism. I t w i l l p u b l i s h the neve»r-mentioned opin ions of Marx-
i s t s l i k e Rosa Luxemburg, Franz Mehring, Karl L iebnepht , Anton 
Pannekeok, Herman G o r t e r , and many o t h e r s . "Liv ing Marxism" has 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t s , r e v o l u t i o n a r y worke r s , and w r i t a x s in almoat 
every o o u n t r y . I t w i l l be ab le t o p r e s e n t o b j e o t i v e repor ta cf 
t h e s i t u a t i o n s in the v a r i o u s o o u n t r i t f s , a n d on i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
e o a l e . I t w i l l a l s o b r i n g forward the eoonomio works of Henryk 
Grossmann and o t h e r s , of the g r e a t e s t Importance f o r the i n t e r -
n a t i o n a l working o lasa movement, whioh Jiave been ignored and aup-
p reeaed by t h e " o f f i o i a l l a b o r f a k i r a " . 

I t w i l l be p u b l i a h e d by t h e United Workeje 1 . Pa r ty of Amerioa in 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n with t h e Groupa of I n t e r n a t i o n a l Communiate in Hol-
l a n d and Benmark, and the Council Movement* in Germany,England, 
Franoe ,Bulge- r ia ,Checho-Slovakia and Hun^n^y.We can expect no help 
f rom the " o f f i o i a l l a b o r movement", eo we II&K. f o r your euppcr t an. 
a u b a o r i p t i o n . W r i t e t o Uni ted Workers 'Par ty •- Chicago, H I ->$• 



-THE STRIKE WAVE.-

The p resen t a t r i k e wave ia c h a r a c t e r i z e d by d e f e a t s and b e t r a y a l s . 
The workers s u f f e r d e f e a t s beoause of t h e i r i n s u f f i c i e n t and * ... 
t r e a c h e r o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s on the one hand, and beoause the c a p i t a l -
i s t o l a s s and i t a a t a t e oannot permit a v io to ry t o the workera on 
the o t h e r . Capi ta l iam in the pe r iod of genera l c r i s i s , must combat 
t o i t s f u l l e s t e x t e n t any a t tempt by the workers t o improve t h e i r 
o o n d i t i o n s . Viotory f o r the workera would mean endanger ing the p o s i -
t i o n of o a p i t a l i s m . Every a t r i k e ia p r a o t i o a l l y l o a t in advanoe. 

But t h i ^ doee not exclude the 'neoeaa i t y of workera f i g h t i n g every on-
s l a u g h t on t h e i r l i v i n g a t anda rd . We rauat take p a r t in every one of 
theae s t r u g g l e s , and enoourage the worker t o f i g h t , because the p r e -
s e n t s t r i k e wave in' s p i t e of i t s shortcomings is more important than 
the whole of the " o f f i c i a l p o l i t i o a l movement" a t t h i s t ime.The f a o t 
t h a t theae s t r i k e s are d e s t i n e d f o r d e f e a t or b e t r a y a l does not m i t i 
«« v r ® v o l u t ' i ° n a r y value of the s t r u g g l e . We may po in t out t h a t 
on the basi3 oi the p r e s e n t l abo r movement no v i o t o r y is p o s s i b l e , 
bu t we have t o f i g h t jn a l l these l a b o r s t r u g g l e as they a r e . and 
not as we. rui^.i+ want them. We must s t r i v e t o h i n d e r the l a b o r f a k i r s 

~ I f T ? t a e c e s t r i k e s t o t h e i r own. advantage, and t h i s i s beAt 
done by the most aoo .wi ty on t h e a c t u a l 8 t r i k e f r o n t . 

The f i g h t f o r e x i s t e n c e ia the f i g h t of today; and the struarKle f o r 
8 ° ° i e t y o a n only grow out of t h e s e d a i l y s t r u g g l e s * Aa theae 

• t r u g g i e e i no rease , and aa the worker ga ins exper ience 
i f f * ? i *®kt changes i t a q u a l i t y and beoomea r e v o i u -

overthrow of the p r e s e n t sys tem. A communist 
? a °° rdenm the oha rao te r of the s t r i k e s and the o r -

f o ? t h l 1 ? ! b u t h e m u s t t a k e P a r t ^ t h e s t r i k e s and f i g h t 
of c a p i t a ] iam r t e 0 t T°ad t 0 r e v o l u t i o n 1x1 the d e c l i n i n g p e r i o d ' 

t 0 g e t t h e n e x t i 8 0 u e o f C o u n c i l Correa-
on nhal ! i e n t i r e l y devoted t o the t r a n s l a t i o n of the 

. i J S i f . 0 ^ 8 1 8 t i n g of t en s e p a r a t e a r t i c l e s on t h i s 
o^ Hoii inS r t ^ 0 i n t l y b y l h e Group of I n t e r n a t i o n a l Communists 
s i a "of fiSinWio8 ^ ® x c e p t l o n a l and comprehensive h i s t o r y and a n a l y -

T h e r e W i l 1 o n l y a l i l t e d amount of cop ie s ava i l ao.i.e, ao order yours now.' 

^ r p J S = d *5® n ® x t pamphlet t o be p u b l i s h e d by: Polemic P u b l i s h e r s 
A cr i t iaue of tV\~T " T H E INEVITABILITY OF COMMUNISM"', 
I t % w t t t e J f r S Jho V s I n t e r p r e t a t i-®n of Marx" by Paul Matt ick. 
ArSTioT v l e w - p o i n t of the United Workers ' Par ty of 
Should be in f h e ^ h a S ^ v l J y ^ i l t f 6 0 ' * r 6 V 0 l U t i 0 n ^ 

MERICANbW0RKER7«°On bfl U n i t ® d Workers ' P a r t y : - "WHAT NEXT FOR THE 
the needs 2 5 ft"®}16* d e a l i n g m a simple manner wi th neeos ana f u t u r e of the American l a b o r movement. 

8 t H i have some copies o f : 
World-Wide Fascism or World Revolut ion" - 10/ 
Bolshevism or Communism" - 5^-
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AN APOL"OGY. 
In the f i r s t i s sue of Council Correspondence we announoed 
t h a t t h i s i ssue would be devoted t o the "Thesis on Bolshe-
vism", a s e r i e s of ten a r t i o l e s p r e p a r e d j o i n t l y by the 
Group of InternationaT""Commviiists of Holland. We a r e so r ry 
t o aay t h a t d i f f i c u l t i e s encoun te red in the t r a n s l a t i o n of 
the t h e s i s f o r c e s us t o postpone t h i s m a t e r i a l t o the next 
i s sue , number t h r e e - a v a i l a b l e Dec. I , 

AN EXPLANATION. 
In March I93^> the United Workers ' P a r t y p u b l i s h e d the pam-
p h l e t "World-Wide Fasoism or World Revolut ion?" - the Mani-
f e s t o and Program of the P a r t y . This m a n i f e s t o made a very 
gene ra l and b ^ i e f a n a l y s i s of the most important ques t ions 
wi th no a t t empt t o take up any s u b j e o t in d e t a i l . I t was 
hoped t h a t subsequen t book le t s would t r e a t eaoh s u b j e o t 
more f u l l y , and oover o the r s u b j e c t s no t p o s s i b l e in the 
f i r s t pa»phl$ t« The pamphlet "Bolshevism or Communism?" 
f o l l o w e d soofi fefter, and took up the ques t ion of the r o l e 
of the P a r t y and the l e a d e r s in the r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement. 
The f e a t u r e a r t i o l e in Counoil Correspondence #1, "What i s 
Communism", h e l p s t o e x p l a i n our a t t i t u d e t o the USSR. The 
main a r t i o l e In t h i s i ssue e l a b o r a t e s the economio a n a l y -
s i s in the m a n i f e s t o . A popular pamphlet now gone t o press 
e n t i t l e d , "Wlaat Next For The Amerioan Worker?'' w i l l a l s o 
dea l w i t ^ q u e s t i o n s not given muoh spaoe in the f i r s t book-
l e t . Future i s sues of t h i s paper , as wel l as t h e contem-
p l a t e d monthly jou rna l "Liv ing Marxism", t o be pub l i shed 
by the U n i t e d Workers' Par ty in c o l l a b o r a t i o n wi th the Euro -
pean g r o u p s , w i l l take up in d a t a i l f o r d i s o u s s i o n a l l the 
ques t ions aoifl problems of v i t a l import to the Revo lu t ion -
ary P r o l e t a r i a t . 
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THE- PfrP,AAAN ErNl CRISIS 

Henryk Grossmann's I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of Marx's Theory 
of C a p i t a l i s t Aooumulation 

I . 
According t o Marx, the development of the p roduc t ive fo r ce s of s o -
c i e t y is the motive power of h i s t o r i c a l development. In a c q u i r i n g 
new p roduc t ive fo roee men change t h e i r mode of p r o d u c t i o n , and in 
changing t h e i r mode of product ion, the i r manner of ga in ing a l i v i n g , 
they change a l l t h e i r s o c i a l r e l a t i o n . Thi ' ; ranaformat ion of the 
sp inn ing wheel, the hand-lo^m «Uid b lacksmi ths s l e d g e , in to the s e l f -
t end ing mule, the power- lcou ar.d ""-h? aie^ja hawrcer was not only ao-
oompanled by a ohange of the sma l l , md.u idual shops of the c r a f t s -
men i n t o huge i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t s employing thousands of workers, but 
t h e r e a l s o oame with i t the s o c i a l ove r tu rn from f euda l i sm t o c a p i -
t a l ismj t h a t i s , not merely a m a t e r i a l r e v o l u t i o n , but a c u l t u r a l 
r e v o l u t i o n as w e l l . 

C a p i t a l i s m as an economic system had the h i s t o r i o a l mission of de-
ve lop ing the p r o d u c t i v e f o r o e s of s o o i e t y to a mich g r e a t e r e x t e n t 
than was p o s s i b l e under any prev ious sys tem. The motive fo roe in 
the development of the produot ive f o r o e s in c a p i t a l i s m is the race 
f o r p r o f i t . But f p r t h a t very reaaon t h i s process of development car 
oont inue only as long as i t is p r o f i t a b l e . From t h i s po in t of view, 
o a p i t a l beoomes a b a r r i e r t o the oont inuous development of the p r o -
d u c t i v e f o r o e s as soon as t h a t development comes i n t o c o n f l i c t wi th 
the n e c e s s i t y f o r p r o f i t . "Then the monopoly of c a p i t a l becomes a 
f e t t e r upon the mode of p roduo t ion whioh has sprung up and f l o u r -
i shed along wi th , and under i t . Oentral i z a t i o n of the means of p r o -
duc t ion and s o c i a l i z a t i o n of l abor a t l a s t reach a po in t where they 
become inoompat ib le m i t h t h e i r c a p i t a l i s t in tegument" . 

Marx always cons ide r s the eoonomic laws of motion from tw® p o i n t s 
3 8 " a prooess of n a t u r a l h i s t o r y " : second, in i t s 

s p e c i r i o , s o c i a l form. The development of p roduo t ive fo r ce s went on1 

i n ®V0^y s o o i a l system, a prooess c o n s i s t i n g of an ever i no rea s ing 
p r o d u c t i v i t y of l a b o r due t o b e t t e r working t o c l s and methods. The 
p roduc t ive prooess under o a p i t a l i s m , in a d d i t i o n t o producing the 
n e c e s s i t i e s of l i f e , a l s o produoes va lue and s u r p l u s va lue , and i t 

m y t o t h i s f a o t t h a t o a p i t a l i s m has been able t o a o c e l e r -



> 
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a t e the development ®f the p roduc t ive f o r c e s eo t remendously . They 
are no t only maohines, raw m a t e r i a l and l abor -power , bu t a l s o o a p i -

* t a l . The development of the ins t ruments of p roduo t i on means the e x -
panding of p roduo t ion and r ep roduc t ion of o a p i t a l , and t h i s i s only 
p o s s i b l e when s u r p l u s value or p r o f i t is the r e s u l t of the p roduc-
t i v e p roces s of o a p i t a l . By a n a l y s i s of the preoess of produoing 
s u r p l u s va lue , Marx f i n d s the tendenoy of a o o n f l i o t between the 
m a t e r i a l p roduc t ive f o r o e s and t h e i r c a p i t a l i s t in tegument . When 
i n a u f f i o i e n t s u r p l u s va lue r e s u l t s f rom p roduo t ion , i f o a p i t a l oan-
not be " u t i l i z e d " , t h e r e i s no p o s s i b i l i t y of cont inuing the d e v e l -
opment of the p r o d u c t i v e f o r o e s . The o a p i t a l i s t i o forms must b u r s t 
asunder t o make p laoe f o r a h i g h e r , more advanced, eoonomio and 
s o c i a l sys tem. 

In the c a p i t a l i s t system wage l a b o r i s , n e c e s s a r y f o r the p roduot ion 
of s u r p l u s v a l u e . In buying l a b o r power, the c a p i t a l i s t aoqui res the 
r i g h t t o use i t f o r h i s own b e n e f i t . By h i s l a b o r , the worker i s 
able t o produce a, g r e a t e r value than hevoonsum9s, i . e . - h e produces 
more value than the c a p i t a l i s t pays him In form of wages. Sinoe the 
c a p i t a l i s t buys labor -power a t i t s exohange v a l u e , and has f u l l con-
t r o l of i t s use v a l u e , the r e s u l t i s the o r e a t i o n of s u r p l u s value 
out of which he t a k e s a p a r t f o r a d d i t i o n a l o a p i t a l , f o r accumula-
t i o n , pays i n t e r e s t t o the banker and r e n t t o the l a n d l o r d , a l lows 
the merchant h i s conne ro i a l p r o f i t , and r e t a i n s the r e s t f o r h i s own 
consumption. 

All commodities have in^oommon the q u a l i t y of being p roduc t s of 
l a b o r ; they a re measured*and exohanged in p r o p o r t i o n t o the s o c i a l l y 
neoessa ry l abor time I n c o r p o r a t e d in them; t h i s inc ludes a l s o the 
oommodity l abor power. The development of the p roduc t ive f o r o e s 
means ino reased p r o d u c t i v i t y of l a b o r , and inoreased p r o d u c t i v i t y 
means l e s s l a b o r i n c o r p o r a t e d in eaoh commodity, or l e e s v a l u e , a n d 
consequent ly IBSB s u r p l u s v a l u e . This deoreaae in the va lue of one 
s i n g l e oommodity can only be compensated by the lnorease of the quan-
t i t i e s of commodities produoed, which means an lnorease in the e x -
p l o i t a t i o n of l a b o r . This i s done by two malnmethods: by l eng then ing 
the working day (" abs oi ute s u r p l u s v a l u e " ) , or by s h o r t e n i n g the l a -
bor time neoessa ry f o r reproduc ing the wages of the workers ( " r e l a -
t i v e s u r p l u s v a l u e " ) . If the l e n g t h e n i n g of the working day Is im-
p o s s i b l e , then t h e r e only remains the s h o r t e n i n g of the necessa ry 
l a b o r time whioh can only be done by d e c r e a s i n g the va lue of l a b o r 
power. The deorease in the va lue of commodities i s the only means ©f 
roduoing the va lue of l a b o r power, but t h i s In i t s t u rn oan only be 
the r e s u l t of i no rea sed p r o d u c t i v i t y . This process i s , a t the same 
t ime, an a c c e l e r a t o r f o r c i n g t e o h n i o a l development a t an ever i n -
c r e a s i n g tempo t o war da mass p roduo t ion and g i g a n t i c and oos t ly 
maohinery, c o n c e n t r a t e d in huge i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t s , e l i m i n a t i n g i n -
d i v i d u a l and s m a l l / c a p i t a l i s t s in f a v o r of b ig c a p i t a l i s t s and c o r -
p o r a t i o n s . 

Since wage l abo r i s the souroe of h i s p r o f i t , the o a p i t a l 1st should 
be i n t e r e s t e d in e x p l o i t i n g as many workers as p o s s i b l e . The more 
workers , the more s u r p l u s l abo r and v a l u e , the more p r o f i t . But i t 
i s n e v e r t h e l e s s a f a c t t h a t f rom the ve ry beg inning of the c a p i t a l -
i s t epoch, the number of workers employed r e l a t i v e t o the o a p i t a l 
employed, has been f a l l i n g . Even if t h e i r number has abso lu t e ly i n -
c r e a s e d f o r a p e r i o d , they have inoreased more slowly them o a p i t a l 
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has acoumulated. Today the number of workers employed has f a l l e n , n o t 
only r e l a t i v e l y , but a b s o l u t e l y . (Since 19*8 the number of those em-
p loyed in American i ndus t ry has oontinuQusly deoreased though p r o -
duot ion inoreaced u n t i l l y 2 9 . ) Inoreased p r o d u c t i v i t y coupled wi th 
the p r o c e s s of c o n c e n t r a t i o n of o a p i t a l thus r e s u l t s in a c o n s t a n t l y 
growing mass of commodities produced by fewer and fewer workers, -
i nc r co^ed p r o d u c t i o n , in i n c r e a s e d unemploymsnt. This f a o t , in the 
f ace of the c a p i t a l i s t u rgen t need f o r more e x t e n s i v e e x p l o i t a t i o n , 
i n d i c a t e s the l i m i t s of c a p i t a l i s t p r o d u c t i o n . The more e x p l o i t a -
t i o n je i n t e n s i f i e d , the f a s t e r these l i m i t s are r e a c h e d . "The same 
oiroumstar.eea whioh have i n c r e a s e d the p roduo t ive power of l a b o r , 
augmented the mass of produced commodities, expanded the markets , 
a c c e l e r a t e d the accumula t ion of o a p i t a l , bo th as oonoerns i t s mass 
and va lue , and lowered the r a t e of p r o f i t , t h e s e same oi roumstances 
have a l s o c r e a t e d a r e l a t i v e o v e r - p o p u l a t i o n and cont inue t o c r e a t e 
i t a l l the t ime, on o v e r - p o p u l a t i o n of l a b o r e r s who are not employed 
by t h e s u r p l u s o a p i t a l on account of the low degree of e x p l o i t a t i o n 
a t whioh they might employed, or a t l e a s t on aocount of the low r a t e 
of p r o f i t whioh they would y i e l d wi th the given r a t e of e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

The law of v a l u e i s , aocording t o Marx, the r e g u l a t o r of the p roduc-
t i o n of commodities and de te rmines In what p r o p o r t i o n the work of 
s o c i e t y is d i s t r i b u t e d , bu t t h i a only holda good f o r s o c i e t y aa a 
whole, no t f o r i n d i v i d u a l c a p i t a l i s t u n i t s . In r e a l i t y the law of 
va lue i s only e n f o r c e d through t h e c o m p e t i t i o n of i nd iv idua l e n t e r -
p r i s e s ; aotiXal exohange of commodities does not take p lace according 
t o v a l u e , but a c c o r d i n g t o p r i c e of p r o d u c t i o n . If ohe c a p i t a l i s t 
s e l l s above va lue , ano ther o a p i t a l i s t s e l l s below. Compet i t ion, which 
r e s u l t s , in the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the average r a t e of p r o f i t , a l s o e s -
t a b l i s h e d the law of value as the f i n a l and genera l law which under -
l i e s the sum t o t a l of Ind iv idua l t r a n s a c t i o n s a t * t h e p r i c e s of p r o -
d u o t i o n . y 

Without t h i s , the r a t e of p r o f i t would d i f f e r from one branch of p r o -
duo t ion t o ano the r according t o the r a t e of s u r p l u s va lue , p e r i o d of 
c a p i t a l t u r n - o v e r , and the organic compos i t ion of c a p i t a l . The g r e a -
t e r t h e r a t e of s u r p l u s v a l u e , the h igher the r a t e of p r o f i t . (The 
r a t e of s u r p l u s va lue or e x p l o i t a t i o n i s the s u r p l u s va lue d iv ided 
A* u

i n v e B t e d in wages, - the v a r i a b l e o a p i t a l . The r a t e 
oi p r o n t is the s u r p l u s value d iv ided by the t o t a l c a p i t a l i n c l u d -
ing c o n s t a n t o a p i t a l : - means of p roduo t ion , and v a r i a b l e o a p i t a l . ) 
ino quicker the t u r n - o v e r of c a p i t a l , - i . e . , the qu icke r the cap-
i t a l i s t g e t s h i s c a p i t a l ou t lay p lus s u r p l u s va lue back, - the 
h igher the r a t e of p r o f i t , and v i s e v e r s a . The r a t i o between the 
meana of p roduo t ion and l a b o r power, exp re saed in va lue form aa con-

J ? l 0 o a P i t a l » we c a l l the organic composi t ion of oap-
i t a a . lhe h igher the organic composi t ion, the lower the r a t e of p r o -

t h 5 r a t ! 0 f P r o f i t f 0 * i n d i v i d u a l c a p i t a l s , but a l s o the 
fnf ^ P r o f l t . con t inuous ly s i n k s on aocount of t h e r i s e in 
if t S 5 a 2 ^ ° ° J I ) S i t i 0 n « 0 f o a P i t a l > 8 m a 1 1 c a p i t a l s would be des t royed 
i s t e ^ Z ^ere unable t o inc rease t h e i r c a p i t a l s u f f i c i e n t l y . The e x -
o S i l t f i Sf i £ e 0 * P i t a l l 8 t depends on a cont inuous i n c r e a s e of h i s 
oS p r ° d u c t l o n c o s t s below normal. He s t r i v e s t o gain 

w 5 y ?Foduoine ^ s e l l i n g h i s p roduc t s over t h e i r i n -
d S t h 6 i S E 0 0 i a l v a l u s - E a c h ^ t a U s t has of neces-s i t y the same d e s i r e and s o each c a p i t a l i s t must accumulate . 
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If he a t ops re inve a t ing p a r t of h ie auxplua value in hie e n t e r p r i s e , 
he runs the r i s k of hla o a p i t a l becoming v a l u e l e a a , if i t a j feohnioal 
form io f a l l i n g behind the g e n e r a l development of the p roduc t ive f o r -
gea, Thia f a c t r e e u l t a in aga in r a i s ing t h e f u r t h e r lower ing the r a t e or p r o f i t , and thereby haatena the tempo 
of development by e t i m u l a t i n g tlw aearoh f o r e a r t r a - p r o f i t . To r e a i a t 
would mean economic a u i c i d e f o r the o a p i t a l i a t . 

To undera tand t h e a c t i o n of t h e law of v a l u e and aooumulat ion.,. we 
must f i r o t d i s r e g a r d theae i n d i v i d u a l and e x t e r n a l movementa, and 
oons ider accumulat ion from the po in t of view of t o t a l o a p i t a l , 8 ^ o e 

the t o t a l e o c i a l o a p i t a l vfcluea and t o t a l p r ioea are i d e n t i c a l . The 
moat impor-unt f a c t o r in t h i a inqui ry la the oompoait ion of o a p i t a l 
and the changes i t undergoes in the oourae of the prooeaa of accumu-
l a t i o n " . In the o a p i t a l i a t mode of p r o d u c t i o n , and in t h a t a lone , ie 
the development of the p roduc t ive power not only expreaaed aa a 
growth of meana of p roduot ion in order t o have more r e e u l t a with l eaa 
l a b o r , (as *t ia expreaaed in a l l eo.onomio ayatema) bu t aa a r i a e in 
the organic oompoait ion of o a p i t a l , more oone tan t o a p i t a l , l eaa v a r -
i ab le o a p i t a l and a consequent f a l l i n g r a t e of p r o f i t . "A f a l l in the 
r a t e of p r o f i t and a haa t en ing of aooumulat ion are i n s o f a r only d i f -
f e r e n t expreaa iona of the same prooeaa aa bo th of them ind ica t e the 
development of the p r educ t i ve power. Accumulation in i t a t u rn haatena 
the f a l l of the r a t e of p r o f i t , inasmuch aa i t impl ies the c o n c e n t r a -
t i o n of l a b o r on a l a r g e aoa le and thereby a h igher oompoait ion of 
o a p i t a l " . 

The f a l l in the r a t e of p r o f i t ia a t t h e aame time accompanied by an 
inoreaae in t h e mass of p r o f i t aa long aa o a p i t a l aooumulatea f a a t e r 
than the r a t e of p r p f i t f a l l a . The s i n k i n g of the r a t e of p r o f i t and 
the growth of the maaa of p r o f i t are t h e r e f o r e bo th oauaed by c a p i -
t a l i s t accumula t ion . At the aan» time the a inking r a t e of p r o f i t ac ta 
as an index t o the r e l a t i v e f f c l of the mass of p r o f i t . When the ao-
cumula t ion of o a p i t a l reaches a o e r t a i n p o i n t , the maaa of p r o f i t 
w i l l f a l l act only r e l a t i v e l y t o t t e t o t a l o a p i t a l invea ted , but a l -
ao a b s o l u t e l y ; a l a r g e r a o o l a l o a p i t a l w i l l b r ing an a b s o l u t e l y 
s m a l l e r prof i t . But t h i a po in t only appeare a t the end of a o e r t a i n 
p e r i o d of aooumulat ion. Up t o t h a t p o i n t , " t h e aame development of 
a o o i a l p r o d u c t i v i t y of l a b o r expreaaes i t a e l f in the couree of cap-
i t a l i a t p roduo t ion on the one hand in a tendency to a p rogreaa ive 
f a l l of the r a t e f f p r o f i t , and on the o the r hand in a p rogreaa ive 
inoreaae of the abao lu te maaa of the a p p r o p r i a t e d eu rp lu s value , or 
p r o f i t ; ao t h a t in the whole, a r e l a t i v e deoreaae of v a r i a b l e o a p i -
t a l and p r o f i t ia accompanied by an abao lu t e Inoreaae of bo th . "Th ia 
ia the o h a r a o t e r i s t i o exp reaa ion of the p rogreaa ive development of 
the p roduc t ive power of l a b o r under the c a p i t a l i a t mode of p roduc-
t i o n . 

I I . 
Accumulation and O r i a i a . 

The f a l l in the r a t e of p r o f i t has thrown bourgeois eoonomy out of 
b a l a n c e . For Marx " the f a l l i n g r a t e of p r o f i t t u r n s i n t o an an tago-
nism of t h i s mode of p roduo t ion a t a c e r t a i n po in t and r equ i r e s f o r 
i t s d e f e a t p e r i o d i c a l o r i s I s . " Accumulation and a h igher organio 
composi t ion of o a p i t a l are i d e n t i c a l . With i t goea the f a l l of the 
r a t e of p r o f i t . With an organio oompoait ion (1 :1) aay 3® oonatan t 
o a p i t a l and v a r i a b l e o a p i t a l , and a r a t e of e x p l o i t a t i o n of I©0$, 
the r a t e of p r o f i t w i l l be 5C$. With an organio oompoait ion (5 :1 ) 
aay 25" c o n s t a n t o a p i t a l and 5® v a r i a b l e o a p i t a l , and the aame r a t e 
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of e x p l o i t a t i o n , the r a t e of p r o f i t w i l l be 16.6$. (As s t a t e d be fo re 
tho r a t e of auxplua va lue (he re iOOS) la de termined by the p r o p o r t i o . 
bewcer . the ne^ebao."y a r . t h e ouip'.uR l a b ^ i t ime . But the r a t e of 
p ro 1 ' i t su . ' p i io d i v i d e d by the fecial o a p i t a l ; i . e . - c o n a t a d t 
a n i vp.rl.able bo^h. ) . u s u ^ ' e 0 t u r p i e, bo th c o n s t a n t and va r iab le , oap-
i t a l :.s L x r e o a e a . N-t only ia t i e ooalo of p roduc t ion expanded, but 
the of w^rkaro employed ii.croa&ed. We began wi th a low organ-
ic composi t ion ( l : i ) end end wi th a h igh ( 5 ; 1 ) • This is both a oausu 
a n ! e x p r e s s i o n of che mrr tMuad pr OiUiotlvity of l a b o r t h a t a l s o must 
bo PI •„ pi c-Sw-ed In an inc reusoc ra ' .e of s u r p l u c v a l u e . We had a r a t e of 
a'Lrr>iv.6 vt»?ue of ICO#,, bu t the i nc reased p r o d u c t i v i t y s h o r t e n s the 
necfltesr;* l a b o r t ime ar.5 i nc reases the r a t e of s u r p l u s va lue , which 
0 .••^r.oraotb the f a l l of thfi r a t e of p r o f i t . If the r a t e of s u r p l u s 
va iuo 19 Inoreased frcm 100$ t o 3 t h e n even a h igh organio 00m-
p c j i t i c n 01 c a p i t a l (5"1) would y i e l d the aame r a t e of p r o f i t , t h a t 
is as the low organic oompoai t ion ( l : 1) with a r a t e of Buapius 
voi'.ic- of ;0Oft. 3e6 ides t h i s , through the i n c r e a s e d p r o d u c t i v i t y of 
l a b o r , the r a t e of s u r p l u s va lue may a l a o r i a e due t o other oawsts 
a,nd t lio re by compenaate f o r the inoreaae in the organio composi t ion . 
We s h a l l l a t e r i n v e s t i g a t e t h i s , but in whatever way t h i s may be a c -
comp: i s heel, the f a c t is t h a t the f a l l i n g r a t e of p r o f i t is ^aocom-
pan.led by a r i s e in the maea of p r o f i t t h a t ooun te rao ta thej danger 
impl ied iii a f a l l i n g r a t e . But t h i s growth of o a p i t a l in tu rn im-
p l i e e a f u r t h e r f a l l in the r a t e of p r o f i t . Thus the s i n k i n g r a t e 
of p r o f i t c r e a t e a f u r t h e r a t t emp t s t o r a i s e the s u r p l u a value aa ia 
a c t u a l l y the oaae . 

Since a t f i r a t the f a l l in the r a t e of p r o f i t ia accompanied by an 
inoreaae in the masB of p r o f i t , i t ia d i f f i c u l t t o understand how 
the c o l l a p s e of o a p i t a l lam would r e a u l t from the d e o l i n e in the r a t e 
of p r o f i t , and what r e l a t i o n t h e r e ia between p e r i o d i c c r i a l a and 
the f a l l i n g r a t e of p r o f i t . An e x p l a n a t i o n of t h i a oonneotion haa 
o f t e n bee n a t t empted , but a l l of thoae a t tempta have f a i l e d becauae 
in eaoh oaae the e x p l a n a t i o n waa baaed on, and l i m i t e d to , the in -
ve s t l g a t i o n of the f a l l i n g r a t e of p r o f i t a lone . Henryk Qroesmann 
waa the f i r a t t o po in t out t h a t the c r i a i a and the f i n a l oo l iapae 
muet be e x p l a i n e d not only bv the f a l l i n g r a t e of p r o f i t , the mere 
jn.dejc _gf,_pr_° f i t , but_by the a o t u a l maaa of p r o f i t under ly ing i t . Ac-
cord ing t o Marx, c a p i t a l i a t accumulat ion ia determined not only by 
the r a t e of p r q f i t , bu$ a l a o by the maaa of p r o f i t . In other worda 
the eu rp lu s va lue may a b s o l u t e l y i n c r e a s e , but i t w i l l n e v e r t h e l e s s 
be l n a u r i i c i e n t f o r the needs of accumulat ion becauae the r i s i n g or -
ganic composi t ion o o n s t a n t l y BWBLIIOWS an ever g r e a t e r pa r t of s u r -
p lus v a l u e . 

Cap i t a l aooumulat ion i n i t i a t e d a ae r i ea of g r e a t booms i n t e r r u p t e d 
f t f 70 c r i s e a . Aa he r a t e of accumulat ion grew, the i n t e n a i t " 

? o g r e W W l t h i t ' T h e o a p i t & l i o t p roo t s s of r ep roduc t ion ' 
^ mi? t i ? e f o r r a o f a c i r o l e , but aa a s p i r a l , n a r -

£ I ^ P^°duot ion of va lues must, due t o i t s m h e r -
+ a ' l e a d t 0 l t B 0 w n n e g a t i o n ; but only the aooumule t h e e e c o n t r a d i c t ione oan t r a n s f o r m -them i n t o something qua.. 

r e s o l u t i o n . The aame laws which had a t 
T ~ ~ T ° . aotJve forces of a r a p i d development cf ospi-.P of capital ThlT^ 
oollap3o~aoea no t develop evenly and in a a l i g h t downward l i n e . J 
i ? i n t e r r u p t e d ae o a p i t a l i a t r e a l i t y modi f ies the gene-, 
a l a b e t r a ^ t law of c a p i t a l i s t accumula t ion . Marx e l a b o r a t e d no 
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e p e o i a l theory of o r i s e s , bu t h i e a n a l y s i s of the l a f B of ^ P i * 8 ^ * 8 ^ 
reprQduoti iJn, or aoourau] a t i o n , vraa a l s o a theory of o r l * i B . 1kJ*V® 
i l l u s t r a t e w i th an a b e t r a o t t a b l e the law of c a p i t a l i s t r e p r o d u c t i o n . 

In order t h a t accumula t ion may be p o s s i b l e , J h | ? ? u r P ^ t Y S ; ^ f 
be d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e p a r t s ; one t o be i d e a t e d 1 * i n A d d i t i o n a l c ^ 
e t a n t c a p i t a l , one in a d d i t i o n a l v a r i a b l e c a p i t a l , ^ d ftlJiS t t o 
t o be consumed by the c a p i t a l i s t o l a s s as i n d i v i d u a l s . Par ing 
r i s e of o a p i t a l iam, v a r i a b l e c a p i t a l growB as well a s o ^ s t a n t oap-
i t a l , only ppre s l o w l y . We beg in , in our t a b l e b e l o w " - J ™ * " * ~ 
gan io compos i t ion of 2 : 1 . The o o n s t a n t o a p i t a l grows a t a y e a r l y r a t e 
of 10$ the v a r i a b l e a t The r a t e of s u r p l u s v a l u e r e m a p s IOOJ 
(Conetant c a p i t a l we o a l l C, v a r i a b l e I . The consumption fund of t he 
c a p i t a l i s t s i s R. AC i s s u r p l u s va lue a v a i l a b l e f o r accumulat ion or 
o o n s t a n t c a p i t a l ; W f o r v a r i a b l e . The v a l u e of t h e y e a r l y produot 
we o a l l VYP; the pe r cen t age of s u r p l u s va lue ooneumed by the o a p i t a i -
i a t a we o a l l R%; the r a t e f o r accumula t ion A#, tne r a t e of p r o f i t PJb. 
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We see how in t h i s t a b l e aooumulat ion inoreasee in s p i t e of a f a l l -
ing r a t e of p r o f i t . Aooumulation pays f o r the c a p i t a l i e t a , f o r while 
t h e i r revenue beoomes s m a l l e r r e l a t i v e t o t he s u r p l u s va lue PS a 
whole, i t i no reasee a b a o l u t e l y . During t h e f i r a t y e a r the o a p i t a l -
i a t a command 7 5 » 0 0 0 a a revenue (R); du r ing the f o u r t h y e a r , S3.37^. 

Thia t a b l e is a f l o t i o n t h a t shou ld in no wise be miataken f o r r e a l -
i t y . A progreaa ive ly h i g h e r organio oompoai t ion accompanied by a 
oone t an t r a t e , of e x p l o i t a t i o n ia an i m p o a a i b i l i t y , nay an a b s u r d i t y . 
The t a b l e is only meant t o i l l u s t r a t e t he tendenoy of aooumulation 
w i t h . n o d i s t u r b i n g and compl i ca t i ng t e n d e n c i e s . Even with a c o n s t a n t 
r a t e of s u r p l u s va lue ,$acoumula t ion oan t a k e p lace s o much f a s t e r 
wi th an ino reased r a t e " o f e x p l o i t a t i o n . This t a b l e a l s o r e f l e c t s ao -
oumula t ion c*ily in i t s v a l u e - f o r m , n o t expressed in t h e \ q u a n t i t y of 
use v a l u e s ; t o express i t t h u s , would oauae many m o d i f i o a t i o n s . The 
d e v a l u a t i o n of c a p i t a l n e o e a s a r i l y o o i n e o t e d with ao oumul a t icn--here 
has been d i s r e g a r d e d . 

If we, l i k e Henryk Grossmann, ex tend t h i a t a b l e t o the 3 5 t h y e a r , we 
a h a l l be a b l e t o show if n o t a o t u a l c a p i t a l i s t aooumula t ion , at 
l e a a t i t s " i n n e r l a w " . But t o a r r i v e a t o a p i t a l i a t r e a l i t y , we must 
in a d d i t i o n t o baa ing ou rae lves cn the inner law of o a p i t a l i a t ao -
cumulat icr. a l s o t ake i n t o acoount the e lements d i s r e g a r d e d in the 
i l l u s t r a t i n g t a b l e . - I t must be b o m e in mind, however, t h a t the 
elera^nte iter3gii.c , .9d in t he t a b l e only determine the tempo of the 
p r o c e s s of aocumula t i cn , e i t h e r ha s t en ing or s lowing i t down; but In 
e i t h e r c a s e the prooesa remains e s s e n t i a l l y t he same. Let us f o l l o w 
the t a b l e : 

.... ~w 
29.C7J29 .3 
3 0 . 3 0 l ? 8 . ^ 
53.37! H-} 
55* 07 16."+ 
99.551 9-7 
104.611 9 . 3 

o8:: '<M .-^£0.-1 \iir3 , i3^r l l l ^ M 64iW25,01 , 642, 097 
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The t a b l e ahows t h a t t he ^ame f o r c e s whioh a t f i r a t made the r i s e of 
c a p i t a l iam p o s s i b l e a t a c e r t a i n phase of accumulat ion l e a d t o 0™*.-
aooumulat ion and UB C s e q u e n c e s . The c o n s t a n t c a p i t a l , t h a t in tne 
f i r s t year ( f i r s t t a b l e ) was 5°* .<* the y 0 a r s

 t h B 
the 35th year (second t a b l e ) 62.9$- The revenue (R) t h a t unt J . the 
20 th yea r only i n c r e a s e d r e l a t i v e to the t o t a l mass of eurpluB •value 
as shown by ( W f rom then on d e c r e a s e s ^ o l u t e l y . I* 35th year 
i t d i s a p p e a r s comple t e ly . I t i s o n l y t a f t e r the 20 th yea.r t h i t t:he 
f a l l i n the r a t e of p r o f i t i s f i r s t f e x t as an abs 01 ,,f a l l » t h a t 
p a r t of the mass of p ro f : . t whioh the c a p i t a l i s t c l s a s had a t i t s d i s -
posa l f o r i t s own p r i v a t e consumption. Un t i l the 20 th y e a r , accumu-
l a t i o n was a paying p r o p o s i t i o n aa t reasured by the r e t u r n s . From tne 
2 1 s t y e a r , t h e s e r e t u r n s dwindle down t o a v a n l a h i n g p o i n t . Bee idee 

• t h a t , frcm the assumption made t h a t the a d d i t lcjial var i a b l e c a p i t a l 
ino reaaea y e a r l y AV has a d e f i c i t . I n s t e a d of the needed 26,2co 
in the 35th y e a r , only 1^ ,756 i s a v a i l a b l e , l e a v i n g a d e f i c i t of / 
1 1 , 5 0 9 . This d e f i o i t would r e p r e s e n t the i n d u s t r i a l res*.sy<r army as ' 
the i n e v i t a b l e outcome of the c a p i t a l i s t p rocess of aocumulat ion .The 
o a p i t a l accumula ted in the 35th year o a n ' t f u n c t i o n comple t e ly . Be-
cause 11 ,509 workers oannot be employed, t h e whole a d d i t i o n a l con-
s t a n t c a p i t a l (AV: 51 ̂ >5^3) oannot be r e i n v e s t e d . ^1 the bas ia of 
our assumpt ion, a p o p u l a t i o n of 551,548 in the 36th year would r e -
q u i r e a oons tan t c a p i t a l of 5>6 lb ,200 j consequen t ly by a popu la t i on 
of 5^0,075 only 5 ,499 ,015 o o n s t a n t o a p i t a l could be i n v e s t e d . There 
i s a o a p i t a l s u r p l u s of 117,185 t h a t cannot be used . I n s u f f i c i e n t 
o a p i t a l " u t i l i z a t i o n " has l e d t o over-acoumulat ion . We have a s u r -
p lus of o a p i t a l unable t o expand and an unusable s u r p l u s p o p u l a t i o n . 
I The empir ioa l r e s e a r o h e s , e . g . by W.C.Mitohel in t h e U.S.A. has 
shown t h a t in time of eoonomio expansion p r o f i t is u n i n t e r r u p t e d l y 
i n o r e a s i n g , while a c r i s i s is preoeded by a decrease of p r o f i t s . ) 
Thus, i n c r e a s i n g " u t i l i z a t i o n " df o a p i t a l is t he c h i e f oause of c ap -
i t a l aocumulat ion, and t h e l a c k of a s u f f i c i e n t " u t i l i z a t i o n " of 
c a p i t a l the oause of c r i s i s . 

The t h e o r e t i o a l f o r m u l a t i o n of t h e t heo ry of over-aooumulat ion as 
here p r e s e n t e d was f i r s t under taken by Henryk Grossmann who cona i d -
era h i s work as only a r e o o n s t r u o t i o n of Marx's theory of accumula-
t i o n whioh is the theory of c r i s i s and c o l l a p s e . Aocording t o 
Gross nann, i f aooumula t ion is t o t ake p l a o e , the organio composi t ion 
of o a p i t a l must inc rease and then a r e l a t i v e l y eve r g r e a t e r p a r t of 
the s u r p l u s va lue must be t a k e n f o r the purpose of the a d d i t i o n a l 
c o n s t a n t o a p i t a l (AC). As long as the a b s o l u t e mass 'of the t o t a l s o -
o i a l c a p i t a l of a low organ ic compos i t ion is sma l l , the s u r p l u s 
v a l u e i s r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e , and leads t o a r a p i d inc rease in accumu-
l a t i o n . For example: by a oomposi t io of 2C0 fl /• 100 V (- ICO S 
( s u r p l u s v a l u e ) , the oons tan t o a p i t a l oan (assuming the t o t a l s u r p l u s 
va lue t o be used f o r tbe aooumulat ion) be i nc r ea sed by 5 ^ i t s 
o r i g i n a l s i z e . At a h ighe r s t age of c a p i t a l accumula t ion , wi th a con-
s i d e r a b l y h igher o rgan io compos i t ion , e . g . 14, 9 ° ° C / 100 V / 15O 8 
the i no reased mass of s u r p l u s va lue is only s u f f i c i e n t , when used aa 
a d d i t i o n a l o a p i t a l (AC) f o r an inc rease of 1%7 

By o o n t l n u e d aooumula t i a i on the b a s i s of an ever h igher organio com-
p o s i t i o n , a p o i n t must be reaohed when a l l accumula t ion c e a s e s . Not 
every f ragment of o a p i t a l oan be used f o r expans ion of p r o d u c t i o n . A 
d e f i n i t e minimum p r o p o r t i o n is needed which grows con t inuous ly with 
t h e / p r o g r e s s ive accumulat ion of o a p i t a l . T h e r e f o r e , s inoe in the dev-
elopment of o a p i t a l accumula t ion , a not only a b s o l u t e l y but a l s o 
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r e l a t i v e l y g r e a t e r p a r t of the mass of s u rp i us v a c ^ ^ u l a t Ton** 
f o r the purpose of accumula t ion . At a h igh s tage f g ( f f > 
where the t o t a l s o c i a l c a p i t a l is of huge £ u a t become BQ 
va lue demanded f o r a d d i t i o n a l cons t an t o a p i t a l ' ^ 0 ) . n 0 i n t 
g r e a t t h a t i t f i n a l l y absorbs a l l of the s u r p l u s v a l . J L i t i o n a l 
must oome when the p a r t s of s u r p l u s va lue t o be decrease ab-
workers and f o r c a p i t a l i s t consumption (AV and R)mus o r e v i o u s l y 
s o i u t e l y . This would be the t u r n i n g po in t a t which t h p » 
l a t e n t tendency, t o o o i l apse begins t o . b e a o t i v e . l t l c J a B , 
t h a t c o n d i t i o n s neoessa ry f o r the p rogress of a c ° u m ^ :®_ a b s o l u t e l y " 
oan be met, t h a t the mass of s u r p l u s va lue though g r wn oddi -
is i n s u f f i c i e n t t o take ca re of i t s t h r e e f u n o t i c n s . i n iU-
t l o o a l c o n s t a n t c a p i t a l (AC) is taken from the s u r p l u s va l 
e s s a r y q u a n t i t y , then the revenue a t d i s p o s a l is i n s u i i i o i 
take ca re of the consumption of workers and employers a t - - " 
v a i l i n g s c a l e . A sharpened s t r u g g l e between the working o ias 
employers over the d i v i s i o n of the revenue thus becomes in 
I f , on the .other hand, tho c a p i t a l i s t s by p res su re from the workers 
are f o r o e d t o ma in ta in the wage s ca l e and the p a r t earmark d 
cumulat ion (AC)thua deoreases , the tempo of accumulat ion ax s o , 

- a - d *he p roduc t ive appara tus oannot be renewed and expanded t 
pace with t e c h n i c a l p r o g r e s s . All f u r t h e r aooumulat ion must, under 
such c o n d i t i o n s i n c r e a s e the d i f f i c u l t i e s , , s ince f o r a given p p-
u l a t i o n the mass of s u r p l u s va lue oan only be r a i s e d by a t r i l l i n g 
amount. Surplus va lue f lowing from the p rev ious ly i n v e s t e d c a p i t a -
must t h e r e f o r e l i e f a l l o w , arfil there a r i s e s a s u r p l u s of id l e c a p -
ita."1 1 "nk irjq; JnT> Sf • 
Thus accumulat ion i s a pr-ocess t h a t i n e v i t a b l y l eads to overproduc-
t i o n ot c a p i t a l , to ever i n c r e a s i n g enerrploymf-nt, to a s u r p l u s ot 
OTTTn: UNABLE TO FUNCTION PROFITABLY .̂ and an unuseable su rp lus pop-
u l a t i o n . And t h i s is the f i n a l g rea t c o n t r a d i c t i o n of c a p i t a l i s t 
p roduc t ion t h a t causes i t t o go t o p i e c e s . "The- fac t tfcat the means 
cf p roduo t ion and the p r o d u c t i v i t y of l a b o r inc reases more r ap id ly 
than the p roduc t ive popu la t i on , expresses i t s e l f , t h e r e f o r e , c a p i -
t a l i s t i o a l l y "in t h e inverse form t h a t the l a b o r i n g popu la t i on always 
inc rease more r a p i d l y than the c o n d i t i o n s under whioh c a p i t a l can 
employ t h i s i nc rease f o r i t s own s e l f - expans ion • . 

^n the b a s i s of t h i s a n a l y s i s of accumulat ion, the ques t ion no l o n g -
e r i s whether the . c a p i t a l i s t system wi l l c o l l a p s e , but r a t h e r why i t 
has not a l ready o o l i a p s e d . We have h i t h e r t o fo l lowed the process of 
accumulat ion in a f i c t i t i o u s c a p i t a l i s m . Rea l i t y i s d i f f e r e n t . The 
law of c a p i t a l i s t c o l l a p s e as demors t r a t ed by us f u n c t i o n e d in a^ 
"pure" c a p i t a l i s m , - a o a p i t a l ism t h a t a c t u a l l y does not e x i s t . In 
order t o be s t i l l u s t r a t e the J.aw of c a p i t a l i s t aooumulaticn and c ® -
t-e^uences f lowing the re f rom, we have had t o d i s r e g a r d the secondary 
f e a t u r e s and t endenc ies t h a t are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of ,the r ea l c a p i t a l -
ism. For t he ' pu rpose of our i n v e s t i g a t i o n up t o now, they were q u i t e 
i r r e l e v a n t su i ce they only obsoure the inner law of the process of 
c a p i t a l i s t accumula t ion . Outside of t h e a l r eady ment ioaed s impl if i -
ca • ions , we d e a l t only wi th the prooess of p roduc t ion , d i s r e g a r d i n g 
ire.1 if i c a t i o n s of accumula t ion by the p rocess of c i r c u l a t i o n . Only 
iVj dynamics of s o c i e t y as a whole i n t e r e s t e d us, so t h a t we did not 
; 3 i c i d e r the i n d i v i d u a l spheres of p r o d u c t i o n , and d i s r e g a r d e d oom-

p j - . i t i o n and i t s modifying e f f e o t on the tempo of accumulat ion. I n 
c r a n a l y s i s of accumulat ion the re was no f o r e i g n t r ade which from 
the po in t of view of c a p i t a l i s t p roduc t ion i s of g r e a t importance. 
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We d i s r e g a r d e d the middle o l a s s groups, and »pok« -7* 
l a b o r . There was in our a n a l y s i s no c r e d i t problem. We 
i t as well as o the r important items t h a t more or l e s s modixy the ab 
s o l u t e law of accumula t ion . In s h o r t , our a n a l y s i s of M o u n u l n t i o n 
i s b a j e d on a n o n - e x i s t e n t o a p i t a l i s m . All t h a t we s e t out t d as 
t o -oaairate t h a t by f o l l o w i n g the p r o c e s s of accumula t icn in^such 
a r p u o a i i t a l i e t system, the r e s u l t would with mathematical ^ e r -
t a m t / be c o l l a p s e of the system. 

S ince , in r e a l i t y , the re is no such "pure" c a p i t a l i s t system, i t 
f o r . ows t h a t the tendency t o c o l l a p s e does n o t opera te in the acove 
dowcribcf ' "pure" form. I n s t e a d , the "pure" tendency of c a p i t a l i s t 
act uiiu.'.at ion : s slowed down in i t s d izzy pace by c o u n t e r a c t i n g t e n -
den.:.-4.?? which s l . io a r i s e out of the c a p i t a l i s t development, ihe t e n -
dency towards oo l i apee whioh i s e x p r e s s e d through c r i s e s i s n e v e r t h e -
l e s s olowed down and t empora r i l y h a l t e d by t h e s e very c r i s e s though 
they be the embryonic form of the f i n a l c o l l a p s e ; but the counter 
t endenc i e s are e s s e n t i a l l y of a temporary o h a r a c t e r . They oan p o s t -
pone the c o l l a p s e of the sys tem. If t h e c r i s i s i s only an embryonic 
c p l l a p c e , t h e , . f i n a l c o l l a p s e of t h e c a p i t a l i s t system is nothing 
e l s e out a o r i s i a~ f u l l y deve loped and unil indered by any coun te r 
t ende n o i e s . 

If t h e causes of o r i s is a re ove r -accumula t ion which makes the " u t i l -
i z a t i o n " of c a p i t a l imposs ib le , then new means must be e s t a b l i s h e d 
t o assure again the necessa ry o a p i t a l " u t i l i z a t i o n " in order t o eflSd 
the c r i j s i s . According t o Marx, a c r i s i s i s only a prooess of h e a l i n g , 
a v i o l e n t r e tu rn t o f u r t h e r p r o f i t a b l e expans ion ; from the po in t of 
view of the c a p i t a l i s t s , a " c l e a n i n g ou t " . But a f t e r the "c lean ing" 
wi th i t s s e r i e s of c a p i t a l i s t i c bankruptc i e s , and the s t a r v a t i o n of 
the workers, the p rocess of aceumuLstioh i s con t inued and a f t e r awhi l ; 
the " u t i l i z a t i o n " nf c a p i t c u a t ' a i ' i becojjeg i n s u f f i c i e n t . The s e l f -
expans ion s t o p s as the accumvlc-ed c a p i t a l agaim becomes too l a r g e 
on i t s new b a s i s . The new c r i s i s oe t3 i n . In t h i s mamer , the t e n -
dency towards c o l l a p s e i s broken up i n t o a s e r i e s of appa ren t ly i n -
dependent c y c l e s . 

I l l * 
How C r i s i s Are Overcome. 

The changing pe r iods in the economic c y c l e may be longer or s h o r t e r , 
but t h e i r p e r i o d i c i t y i s a f a c t . I t i s fu r the rmore a fact , t h a t the 
boom per iods a re always growing s h o r t e r , while the d u r a t i o n and in -
t e n s i t y of t h e pe r iods of c r i s i s is i n o r e a s i n g . This r e v e a l s the f a c t 
t h a t the t e n d e n c i e s which s e r v e t o delay the c o l l a p s e of c a p i t a l i s m , 
while being an i n t e g r a l p a r t of c a p i t a l accumula t ion , a re n e v e r t h e -
l e s s g r e a t l y weakened wi th every p a s s i r g c y c l e ; and the overcoming 
of o r i s d s beoomes an ever g r e a t e r d i f f i c u l t y . The United S t a t e s has 
passed through a s e r i e s of i n d u s t r i a l c r i s e s fo l lowed and preceded 
by boom p e r i o d s . The c r i s i s of IS37 was preoeded by a f e v e r i s h ac -
t i v i t y of c o n s t r u c t i o n . A nat iorwide network of roads were b u i l t , 
c a n a l s were c o r s t r u o t e d and s t ea r c rh ip r t r^f f io developed. G igc nt io 
amounts of o a p i t a l were imported, and a genera l opt i - rus t ic a n t i c i p a -
t i o n of p r o f i t s developed s p e c u l a t i o n . By tho f i r s t s i g n of i n s u f f i -
c i e n t - p r o f i t—production, "bus ines s " f lowed in to s p e c u l a t i o n t h a t 
t h e n took the most b a n d i t - l i k e forms. A c r i s i c s h o r t l y fo l lowed. To 
bourgeois eocncmis t s , the or i s i s appeared t o be caused by tne "im-
p o s s i b i l i t y of paying i n t e r e s t on borrowed o a p i t a l , as the r a t e of 
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p r o f i t t h a t oould be y i e l d e d wa» t o o s m a l l . " 'The panio of 1357 was 
p receded by a p e r i o d of i n t o x i c a t i o n due t o the d i scovery of C a l i -
f o r n i a gold , and t h e l a r g e r a i l r o a d o o n s t r u o t i o n s a i d i n g i n d u s t r i a l 
development In g e n e r a l . Again p r o s p e r i t y was t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o In -
t e n s i f i e d s p e c u l a t i o n whioh i s always the oase when p r o f i t s beoome 
s m a l l . The o r i e l s was again e x p l a i n e d by the problems of " i n t e r e s t " . 
According t o bourgeo i s concep t ions , the r a i l r o a d s were c c n i t r u o t e d 
t o o • 'quickly", i ndus t ry developed t o o " h a s t i l y " , and i t beoama im-
ppos ibi.-i t o pay i n t e r e s t en the money i n v e s t e d in i n d u s t r y . C a p i t a l 
h'J-Cl growr. f a s t e r t h a n the p o s s i b i l i t y of " u t i l i z i n g " t h i s growth. 
Thle was f a l l o w e d by the o r i s i s of 1373, 1893, 19°7, 1921, - t o name 
only the moat impor t an t . 

In whatever manner t h e s e c r i s i s were e x p l a i n e d , each ind iv idua l e x -
p l a n a t i o n sugges t ed t h a t p r o f i t s were i n s u f f i c i e n t , t h a t f u r c h e r ex-
pans ion of i n d u s t r y was u n p r o f i t a b l e and f o t t h a t r e a s a i could not 
take pla.ce, s o t h a t eaoh e x p l a n a t i o n , unoonsoioualy i t i& t r u e , g ives 
over -a icumula t i cn as the cause of c r i s e s . But no one spoite about 
th 4 . s .ad t h e i n e v i t a b l e outoorae of the o a p i t a l i s t prooeso of aouumu-
l a t i o . o : t i l l s f a o t was aiwsya d i s g u i s e d as "ove rp roduc t ion of corn-
mod i t leu'1, '^a t o o heavy burden of debts aiid i n a b i l i t y t o pay i n t e r e s t " 
The i a l l of p r i c e s , t h e r e f o r e , was aooepted as tne oauoe of c r i s i s . 

According t o Marx, in t imes of o r i s i s , the r a t e of p r o f i t and wi th 
i t the demand f o r i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l a lmost d i s a p p e a r s . The re is n 0 

purehas Ing power with whioh t o expand product lon. out, no use 
Is rn.de of t h i s pu rchas ing power because i t does, not oay t o expand 
p r o d u ' ; i o n 6lnoe expanded product ion does no t br irf t in more but 
l e s s s u r p l u s va lue tftah on t h e p r e v i o u s so ale"." Though "expansion oi 
p rodacr . t a i has "become u n p r o f i t a b l e , prodixst ion a t f i r s t con t inues x 
a t i t s p rev ious volume. By t h i s c o n t i n u a t i o n of p roduc t ion a t i t s 
p rev ious r a t e , each .year, t h e r e is produced s u r p l u s value p a r t of 
whioh .is in tended f o r accumula t ion , bu t wi thout any ohance f o r such 
a p p l i c a t i o n . Thereby the s t o c k of unso ld means of p r o d u c t i o n , .of u i -
s o l d goods ' in g e n e r a l grows; c o s t of s t o r i n g i n c r e a s e s , p l a n t equ ip-
ment is u n n e c e s s a r i l y t i e d up s i n o e t h e r e is no r e f l u x through s a l e s 
of commodities produced. The o a p i t a l i s t must a t any cos t s e l l , t o 
ob t a in the means of c o n t i n u i n g p roduc t ion a t i t s p r e v i o u s s c a l e . T h i s 
l e ads t o p r i c e c u t t i n g and l i m i t e d o p e r a t i o n s of f a c t o r i e s . E n t e r -
p r i s e s go bankrup t ; unemployment grows. 

The c a p i t a l i s t so iu t i a r i t o t h i s problem l i e s In the r e e s t a b l ishment 
of t h e " u t i l i z a t i o n " of o a p i t a l . To do t h i s , e i t h e r t h e value of 
the c o n s t a n t c a p i t a l ' must be deoreased , or ,the s u r p l u s va lue in— 
orea&ea. Both p o s s i b i l i t i e s a r e found in the sphere of p roduc t ion 
ae well a3 in the sphere of o i r o u L a t i a n . We s h a l l deal here only 
wi th a lew of the t endenc ies t h a t overoome c r i s e s and delay the c o l -
1 apso of the system. 

We s a i d the o a p i t a l i s t always sees the f a l l of p r i c e s as the cause 
.of o r u i3. A r i s e in p r i c e s , consequent ly means t o him t h e beg inning 
of r ecovery , Bourgeois economists c la im t h a t as p r ioea f a l l , b a n k r u p t -
cy eo inor.j ace p r o p o r t i o n a l l y , aod they o f f e r s t a t i s t i c a l demonstra-
t i o n in ia f a c t . A'.-ooriing to . them, p r i c e s t a b i l i t y i s a guaren -
t s e ot s o c i a l s t a b i l i t y . 3ut what they r e a l l y show is only the i n -
c r e a s e d p r o d u c t i v i t y of l o b or expressed in p r i c e s . The bemoaning of 
t e n k r - p t o lee only i l l u e t r a t e e the prooees of c a p i t a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n , 
in s p i t e of t h i s , bourgeo i s economists have always, in t h e i r s u p e r -
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f i o i a l manner p o i n t e d to the f a l l of p r i c e s as the oause of c r i s e s , 
and they s t i l l ho ld t o t h i s e t i ip id exp lana t ion in f a c e of the f a c t 
t h a t in the U.S. s i n c e 1925 & boom p e r i o d took p laoe with f a l l i n g 
p r i o e s . I t is a l s o a f a c t t h a t the expansion of t h e p r o d u c t i v ^ a p -
p a r a t u s takes p l ace in times of d e p r e s s i o n when p r i c e s are low. Only 
when the demand c r e a t e d by t h a t expans ion exoeeds supply wi l l p r i c e s 
i n c r e a s e . The re fo re , the r i s e in p r i o e s , if i t t akes p l a o e , whioh is 
not a b s o l u t e l y neoessary , is t h e e f f e o t and not the cause of r ecov -
e ry . Nay, p r o f i t a b l e o p e r a t i o n must be made p o s s i b l e a t the low 
p r ioe l e v e l b e f o r e reoovery c a n b&gin. This demands inc reased p r o -
d u c t i v i t y of l a b o r whioh aga in means h i g h e r organic compos i t ion of 
c a p i t a l , or t h e r e p r o d u c t i o n of the o r i s i s on a h ighe r p l ane . 

I nc r ea sed p r o d u c t i v i t y i s , b e s i d e s o ther t h i n g s , a p rooees of con-
cent r a t ioa and c e n t r a l i z a t i o n accompanied by amalgamat ion of in -
d u s t r i a l u n i t s and g e n e r a l r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n . So t h a t t h e c r i s e s , e v e n 
though they a r e accompanied by "overproduc t ion" a r e always overcome, 
in s p i t e of t h a t , by a f u r t h e r expansion of p r o d u c t i o n . That t h i s 
l e ads t o inoreased l a y i n g of f of workers f i r s t r e l a t i v e t o c a p i t a l 
employed, l a t e r a l s o a b s o l u t e l y does no t a l t e r i t s n e o e s s i t y . S t a -
t i s t i c s show t h a t in pe r iods of upswing in the I toi ted S t a t e s those 
bank rup t c i e s whioh occurred involved smal l e n t e r p r i s e s , and t h a t 
whi le t h e s e b a n k r u p t c i e s i n c r e a s e d , t r u s t s made s u p e r p r o f i t s in 
s p i t e of f a l l i n g p r i o e s . T r u s t i f i c a t i o n made l a r g e r p r o f i t s at lower 
p r i o e s p o s s i b l e , whi le the smal l e n t e r p r i s e s ou t s ide t h i s movement 
of " r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n " suooumbed. Prof.Eitemanjn w r i t e s : 

"The l<5w p r i o e s which had p r e v a i l e d dur ing the dep re s s ion 
of 1873, enoouraged the i n t r o d u c t i o n of l a b o r - s a v i n g de-
v i ce s by i ndus t ry in o rder t o c u t c o s t of manufac ture . This 
sea roh f o r oheaper methods of p r o d u c t i o n oon t inued even 
a f t e r the r e t u r n of p r o s p e r i t y , and r e s u l t e d iiC a s teady 
downward t r e n d of p r i c e s " . 

•'he inc reased p r o d u c t i v i t y of l a b o r , and t h e thereby r e l a t i v e l y dim-
i n i s h e d cost of c o n s t a n t c a p i t a l makes the " u t i l i z a t i o n " of c a p i t a l 
again p o s s i b l e . This tendency is apparen t during the p resen t o r i s i s . 
Reports l i k e the f o l l o w i n g a r e not i n f r e q u e n t : 

"General E l e c t r i o ' s new power p l a n t of $4-, 000, 000 wi l l be 
ready f o r o p e r a t i o n r sx t s p r i n g . Aooording t o the e s t i -
mates of the eng inee re , t h e p l a n t w i l l produce steam and 
k i l o w a t t hours of energy a t a lower ooet than has ever 
be fo re a t t a i n e d " ^ 

At the eaae time t h a t the "Merohant F l e e t Corpora t ion" al lowed 124 
s h i p s of approximately one m i l l i o n tqns t o be des t royed , the con-
s t r u c t i o n of 20 m i l l i o n tons of new s h i p s are planned even though 
"overproduc t ion" l e a v e s a g r e a t number of these s h i p s id le in p o r t . 
In the c r i s i s , in s p i t e of "ove rp roduc t ion" , the appara tus of p ro -
d u c t i o n in s t ead of becoming r e s t r i c t e d has been en l a rged , n e v e r t h e -
l e s s , previous c r i s e s have passed . The o r i s i s , t h e n , is not a r e -
s t r i c t i o n of the r e a l appa ra tus of p r o d u c t i o n , but a breakdown of an 
aooepte,d system of p r i c e s ahd va lues and i te re organ i z a t ion on a 
new l e v e l . 

Acoording t o Marx, the tendenoy in the f a l l of the r a t e of p r o f i t is 
acoompanied by an inorease in the r a t e of s u r p l u s v a l u e , or in the 
r a t e of e x p l o i t a t i o n of l a b o r . By the development of the p roduc t ive 
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f o r c e a , c o m i t i e s a re * a * o h e a ^ S l p U a T 
mod I t lea oonsumed by the workers > t t e e l emi 8 inks and r a t e of e x p l o i -
are made oheaper . The va lue cf JabM P b i n t e n s i f y i n g l a b o r by 
t a t ion ino reaeea . The aame e f f e c t is g a i e y Qf 8 p a e d p _ u p t o r 
t e o h n i o a l r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n and by m ^ P . t important meana la 
by l eng then ing the working day. One ° f the ^ P ; * ! w t a k i n g ad-
b? t h / f o r o S j j of . « ; « » b a l o w t h e va lue of l a b o r f o w a r 
vantage of the growiaig array of ^ f t ^ ben 0me a " b a s i a " of ex la t enoe 
# ° i ^ S ^ ^ i a ^ l ^ I ^ r f d l o ^ o o S e p t i o f . h a t by m o r e a s * g f o r uho *1.0x6 sys t em.} ine r iaxoux overoome haa always 

ia l n C r e ' d b y ^ T l t ^ - r l t o l r g t h a t P u r c h a s e power 
S i ! f u r t h e r ^ I t Is . S o t l ? 
c a p i t a l lam t r i e a t o overoome the o r i a l e . Thus, 
F l n a n o i a l Chronio le" w r i t e s : 

-The manufac turer ifl no l o n g e r ab le t o pro4>»» I ^ 
a prof i t , end accord ing ly he a topa producing a t a l l nno 
a3 a oonaequonce, hoeta of f w * 6 " o S S i d be 
idle and out of employment. I t the p*e® i S t ^ e a induced t o p r e v a i l upon the wage e a r n e r s t o a d j u s t age 
t o a lower baa 1a, one more n e a r l y in aocord wi th tne 
tiTBe, t r ade depreea ion would aoon beoome a t h i n g 
the p a a t . " 

S t a t i s t i c s , f o r example those of t h e U .S .S t ee l Corpora t ion , show 
t h a t c r i a i a ar.d i nc reaa ing e x p l o i t a t i o n r u n p a r a l l e l . 

Aug. 1 ,1918 1<# inoreaae i n "ages 
Cbt. 1 , 1 9 1 8 - - 8 hour baa ia day adopted 
F«V* I T Q 5 O — — — 1 CPL ir\n -naoaa H n WOO-AP Feb. 1 ,1920 1 increase in wages 
Mav 16! 19^1 20% deoreaae 
June 6 1921 b a s i o " abol iahed hour da 

cent hourly - - deoreaae t c 
Sept . 1 ,1922 26% inoreaae 
Apri l 16 ,1923 - - 11* " 
Cot. 1 .1931 10% deorease 

The o r l s l s of 1921 des t royed the p r e v i o u s l y adopted 8 
l e d t o sharp wafce o u t t i n g . In 1931 t h i s waa r e p e a t e d . The i n t e n a l 
f l o a t ion of e x p l o i t a t i o n is cme of the s t r o n g e s t tejodenoiee working 
a g a i n s t c a p i t a l i s t o o l i a p s e . 

The s h o r t e n i n g of the time of o a p i t a l t u r n - o v e r Is a l j o a J?™ 6 

a o t i n g a g a i n s t c o l l a p s e . The main means f o r accompl i s h i n g t h i s o u t -
a ide of i nc reased p r o d u c t i v i t y , are b e t t e r and more d i r e ot j eane ®f 

0ommunioatioiB, e s p e c i a l l y t r a n s p o r t , and d lminua t io n of ®took 1 

a t o r a g e , e t o . Fur thermore , an inoreaae in u se -va lues a t the same 
exohange v a l u e , and the founding of new spheres of P * ° d ^ t i ® w *th 
lower organio oomposit icn weakens t h e tendeaoy towards the o o l i a p s e 
s i n o e t h e s e branches of p r o d u c t i o n y i e l d e x c e p t l a i a l l y high p r o f i t s . 
Aa the c a p i t a l i e t o l a sa cannot -dispose of the a p p r o p r i a t e d surp_us 
t ia luo a lone , bu t oust d i v i d e i t with t h e middle c l a s s groups, xne 
c l i e la is a], ways t h e beg inning of an i n t e n s i f i e d f i g h t betvreen chess 
r ioupp In the form of a t i g h t of " a c t u a l " producers a g a i n s t grouua 
r e n t oonraoroial p r o f i t s , and a l l o the r " p a r a s i t l o a l elements., n̂ 
b l c r t , a f i g h t of i n d u s t r i a l o a p i t a l l a t a a g a i n s t a l l o the r c a p l u a J -
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i s t s and the midd le -o l ea s groups who e x p l o i t l abo r I n d i r S o t i y t h r u 
the i n d u s t r i a l l s t s . 

An important element In r e - e , t o h j n g prof 
d e v a l u a t i o n of o a p i t a l . l h i s detoalua n t a amal le r v a l u e , 
amount, of means of p roduc t ion be ing r e p organ io composi t ion 
The touhn ioa l oompoeit icn (H.P. :L) " m a i n e , the °Jgan ^ ^ 
(O.V.) s i n i s . The mass of s u r p l u s va lue remains tne a ^ l t 
i s now c a l c u l a t e d on a s m a l l e i o a p i t a l baa , f ^ a t r u m _ 

x i a e n . I.; wars S e f l g S u o S X a t i ® . of O-IB p r i c e s . C r i s i s and c a p i t a l i s x wars axe gx6«u«< «f ^ 0 
c o n s t a n t c e n t a l by v i o l e n t d e s t r u c t i o n of value as well of use 
va lue forming i t s m a t e r i a l b a o i s . 

By ever drawing in new f o r e i g n uee -va luea , o a p i t a l J B t
T ^ ° ^ p o r t i n g 

expanded and the tendenoy towards o o l i a p s e "sake re ^ inc reases 
of cheap f o o d s t u f f l ° w e r e the value of 1 a P f n l s h i x l g 0f oheap 
the rave of s u r p l u s va lue p r u p o r t ^ l y . By t h e J u x n i ^ ^ a r 4 
raw m a t e r i a l s , tuo e i e ^ n t a of o o n e t a n t c a p i t a l are a 0 l l x 0 e S 
-he r a t e of r r o f l t iooreaaed . Tnia is why the axruggxo x 1 n t f l r n a _ 
OT- raw m a t e r i a l s oo i i t r lbu teo one of t h e main objeox e a u a l i z a t i c n 
t i o n a i o a p i t a l i e t p d i v l c s . Through tho tendency of ^ / ^ i z a t i o n 
of p r o f i t s , the mOre h i g i a y (ievexoped counxrxos P P t ^ g T^ 1 8 
of the s u r p l u s value o r o a t e d Xu t he les& deve] pe p r o f i t . By f o r -
e x t r a p r o f i t ooua t e r ao t a tho c inking Cjff the r a t e of prof i t . tfy^ror 
e i g n t r a d e , the movement towards u o i l apse is s i mat te r of l i f e 
t h i s , wi th the development of a o o u n u l ^ i o n ^eoomee a mat te r of l i f e 
and dea th t o the c a p i t a l i s t system, i t heads imperial i s P 
t o become more and more v i o l e n t . 

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l oha rao t e r of o r i e l s develops wi th 
The same f a c t o r a l s o l e a d s t o the development of ^ 
yet even though so much c e p i t a l has been a o o ^ u l a t e d t h d t . W | h e r 
aooumulation, though i c b e e s a r y , Is u n p r o f i t a b l e a " > 1 1 ^ ' ^ 
aystem need no t f o l l o w i s lcr.g as s u f f 1 0 i e n t o a P l t a l • 
eign l o a n s and inves tments oan f i n d a rew and B a t i a f a o y 
" u t i l i z a t i o n " . This makes t h e expor t of o a p i t a l 0 k a r a ° t e r 1 s t l c f 
imper ia l i sm All these e l emen t s , c o n c e n t r a t e d in imper ia l i sm, are 
remediea a g a i m t 'the i n s u f f i c i e n c y of p r o f i t s The f i n a l o a a w g j n . a 
of imper ia l i sm i s the p o l i t i c a l annexat ion of f o r e ign t e r r i t o r i e s 
ao t h a t the s e c u r i n g of an a d d i t i o n a l s t ream of aurpl u a , • 
t o postpone o a p i t a l i s t o o l i a p s e . As the p rog re s s of accumulat ion 
makes the t h r e a t of oo l i apse more imminent, the i m p e r i a l i s t tende 
c iea are p r o p o r t i o n a l l y s t r e n g t h e n e d . 

IV 
» Permanent C r i s i s . 

We have p r e v i o u s l y shown t h a t the Marxist theory of accumulation is 
the law of the oo l i apse of the o a p i t a l 1st sys tem. We have r u r t n e r 
demors t r a t ed t h a t t h i a law is jB*eroome by o o u n t e r - t e n dene ies _or ^er -
t a i i i p e r i o d s . But t he se c o u n t e r - t e n d e n o l e e are themselvee cve.c^ffi 
In V.J& course of development or loee t h e i r e f f e c t through ± siocia-
u'.at.ion. R a t i o n a l i z a t i o n beoomes f a i l i n g r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n . Aii\..rrsjta.-

or merging of i n d u s t r i a l u i i t s , is made unfavorabj.e oy v. „ 
i ' r iu w2 ib*ht of o l o s e d down - j n i t s . Wage o u t t i n g and intenp \t it ' - x " 
o. .'i. ts.; ion a l s o have t h e i r l i m i t s . The workers%cannot perma'^r t i y be 
p a i d below t h e i r ooat of r e p r o d u c t i o n . Dead and s t a r v i n g wo.:kcie 
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produces no s u r p l u s v a l u e . The s h o r t e n i n g of the time of o a p i t a l 
t u r n - o v e r has i t s l i m i t beyond whioh i t breaks the c o n t i n u i t y of 
produot ion and o i r o u l a t i o n . Even if oommeroial. p r o f i t s were e l i m -
i n a t e d a l t o g e t h e r , the s i n k i n g of t h s r a t e of prof i t .would e t i l l 
c o n t i n u e . Fore ign t r ade as a oounter - tendenoy e l i m i n a t e s i t s e l f by 
t u r n i n g o a p i t , a l - i m p o r t i i g o o u i t r i e a i n t o c a p i t a l - e x p o r t i n g c o u n t r i e s 
by f o r o i n g t h e i r i n d u s t r i a l development through a he t house growth. 
As the f o r c e of the ooun te r - t endeno ie s i s s topped, the tendenoy of 
c a p i t a l i s t o o l l a p s e i s l e f t in o o n t r o l . Then we have t h e permanent 
o r i e l s , or the d e a t h o r i s is of o a p i t a l ism. The only means l e f t f o r 
the oon t inued e x i s t e n c e of o a p i t a l ism is t h e n the permanent, abso lu te 
and g e n e r a l p a u p e r i z a t i o n of the p r o l e t a r i a t . 

In p rev ious o r i s e s i t has b e e n p o s s i b l e t o r e g a i n s u f f i o i e n t o a p i t a l 
" u t i l i z a t i o n " without permanent o u t t i n g of r e a l wages. Marx s a i d : " in 
t h e measure as o a p i t a l accumula tes , the s i t u a t i o n of t h e workers, 
whatever i t s pay, h igh or low, must beoome worse". All s t a t i s t i c s 
a v a i l a b l e show t h a t accumula t ion and p a u p e r i z a t i o n of the workers 
are two s i d e s of the same p r o c e s s . But in the p e r i o d of the r i s e of 
o a p i t a l ism only a r e l a t i v e , b u t not n e o e s s a r i l y a b s o l u t e , p a u p e r i z a -
t i o n of the workers took p l a o e . This f a c t formed the b a s i s f o r r e -
formism. Ctoiy when t h e p r o l e t a r i a t must n e o e s s a r i l v be abso lu t e ly 
paupe r i zed are ob.leot lve c o n d i t i o n s r l p e f c T 

movement. 
r e a l r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

I f , i n s t e a d -of mis lead ing ourse lves by the ao tua l i nc rease of nomi-
n a l wages in the United S t a t e s d u r i r g the l a s t t h r e e deoades, we 
examine the t r e n d of wsges in r e l a t i o n t o p roduc t ion , we s h a l l have 
a t r u e p i o t u r e of the r e l a t i v e p a u p e r i z a t i o n of the Amerioan p r o l e -
t a r i a t . If we divicte t h e index of r e a l wages by the index of p ro -
duc t ion , we have the iitftex of the pu rchas ing "?bwer of the workers . 

Index of purchas ing" power 
1 0 0 " 

91 
70 g 
b*r 

J2L 

Injflex of pur phas ing power" 

6{5 

IS 
68 

II 

IS 
1909 
191* 
1919 
1920 
1931,. 

The purchas ing power of f a c t o r y workers in the United S t a t e s has not 
Inoreo^ed in p r o p o r t i o n t o the t o t a l produot of t h e f a o t o r l e s j i t has 
l agged . The workers p o s i t i o n i s r e l a t i v e l y worse. This is t rue in 
s p i t e of r e a l wages hav i rg inc reased f rom 100 in 1900 t o 123.6 in 
1928. But in the same p e r i o d the volume of p r o d u c t i o n inoreased from 
100 in 1899 t o 283 .8 in 1928. The workers l i v e d b e t t e r , but were 
more e x p l o i t e d i n 1928 than i n 1900. To Marx t h i s r e l a t i v e p a u p e r i -
z a t i o n wae only a Phase of abso lu t e p a u p e r i z a t i o n . If wages a t f i r s t 
only deo l ine r e l a t i v e l y t o g e n e r a l wea l th , they l a t e r deol ine abso-
l u t e l y as the q u a n t i t y of commodities f a l l i n g t o the worker ' s sha re 
heoomes a b s o l u t e l y s m a l l e r . This r e l a t i v e worsening of t h e workers 
p o s i t i o n in the f aoe of abso lu t e improvement, only oont inues as long 
as cond i t ions permi t s u f f l o i s n t increase i n the mass of su rp lus va lue 
t o a l low s u f f i c i e n t " u t i l i z a t i o n " of o a p i t a l . In the f i n a l phase of 
o a p i t a l lam, the s u r p l u s va lue i s i n s u f f i c i e n t f o r the maintainenoe 
®f bo th prev ious wsge l e v e l s and B a l i s f a o t o r y • u t i l i z a t i o n 1 ' . Tn^re-
f o r e , the or i s i s oan now enly be overoome by a s a t i s f a c t o r y r a t e of 
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accumulat ion a r d t h e r e e s t a b l ishment of p r o f i t s a t the ooet of the 
wo.-kers. What d i f f e r e n t i a t e s the f i n a l from a l l p r ev ious o r i s e s is 
that, wi th renewed p r o f i t a b l e opera t ion the wage l e v e l oannot be r e -
e 3 t a b l i shed , - t h a t the l a t t e r w i l l s ink permanently in t imes of 
" p r o s p e r i t y " as dur ing the c r i s i s . While o a p i t a l "overooipea" the 

the workers remain under i t s sway, and if they r e f u s e t o le t 
^nemselves be des t royed , they have no o the r reoouse bu t the a b o l i t l 
of •she c a p i t a 1 i s t system. 

rhe l e v e l of world i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n is today below the s c a l e o. 
I ?:• U-. The dep res s ion is world-wide. Re l a t i ve t o the high s tage of 
- . joumulat lon, the c r i s i s may vary from count ry t o oount ry , but the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o h a r a o t e r of the o r i s is 1s everywhere peroept i b l e . The 
3a_ ink ing of the domestio market sharpens compet i t ion in the world 
market whioh l i k e w i s e s h r i n k s due t o p r o t e c t i v e t a r i f f s . The s h r i n k -
ing of world t r ade i n t e n s i f i e s the c r i s i s by making t h e i r economic 
a i d f i n a n c i a l s t a t u s more p r e c a r i o u s . These events are p a r a l l e l e d bj 
a heavy l o s s in p r o f i t s . The c o n d i t i o n of bank c a p i t a l i s c a t a s t r o -
pa toa l .The number of unemployed in the Uni ted S t a t e s alone in 1933 
was about 16 m i l l i o i s . All t h i s i n d i o a t e s t h a t the p r e s e n t o r l s i s in 
toe Uni ted S t a t e s as everywhere d i f f e r s from sill p rev ious o r i s e s by 
i t s e x t e n t and i n t e n s i t y . I t is the g r e a t e s t o r l s i s in o a p i t a l - i s t 
h i s t o r y ; whether i t w i l l be the l a s t f o r o a p i t a l ism as well as f o r 
the workers, depends on the a c t i o n of the l a t t e r . The "Roosevelt 
p r o s p e r i t y " in the United S t a t e s t o whioh the bourgeois p r e s s r e -
f e r r e d as the "end" of t h e depress ion was of a very temporary o h a r -
a o t e r and d i d no t e f f e c t .the world o r l s i s a t a l l .• Anything the U.S. 
did g a i n f o r a s h o r t whi le was a l o s s f o r some o ther coun t ry . The 
i n f l a t i o n a r y po i ioy a l lowed the United S t a t e s t o compete b e t t e r on 
the world market , but only as long as the o ther o o u i t r i e s were n o t 
ready t o h i t back, by i n f l a t i n g t h e i r own money or f i n d o ther raear-s 
of f i g h t i n g the American compe t i t ion . I n f l a t i o n as the means of 
gene ra l wage o u t t i n g and the e l i m i n a t i o n of the middle c l a s s , as 
well as the e l i m i n a t i o n of p r o f i t - e a t i n g bank o a p i t a l l e t s , t o a c e r -
t a i n e x t e n t may spur product ion because t h i s again beoomes p r o f i t -
a b l e f o r a s h o r t whi le . But t h i s p r o f i t i s only ga ined by a pauper -
i z a t i o n prooess . no t only of. r e l a t i v e bu t of abso lu t e c h a r a c t e r . I t 
i s a boom" in the d e a t h - c r i s i s , a ga in t h a t does not i nd ica t e dev-
elopment but deoay. I t showB t h a t we are not a t the "end", but only 
a t the beg inning of the, o r i s i s . 

The a c t u a l beg inn ing of the p r e s e n t d e p r e s s i o n in the United S t a t e c 
Is alwaye oo ineo ted with the s took market o rash , though the l a t t e r 
was the e f f e o t r a t h e r than the oause of t h e c r i s i s which had a l r ec . : / 
begun. , As f a r back as 1927 the " u t i l i z a t i o n " of o a p i t a l in the U.S. 
had beoome more and more d i f f i o u l t . The f a l l i n g r a t e of p r o f i t in -
d i c a t e d the ove r -accumula t ion . But in s p i t e of t h a t , expars ion of 
indus t ry took p laoe u n t i l 1929, but not t o such an e x t e n t as woulci 
have been raoessary aooordlng t o the r a t e of accumulat ion In p r e -
vious yea r s , and on the b a s i s of aocumulated c a p i t a l a l r eady e x i s t 
I n d u s t r i a l prof i t s , whioh oould not more f u l l y be r e i n v e s t e d in in 

£ ° kanks. The s u r p l u s lay f a l l o w in the oanks; 
d e p o s i t s in member banks of the Federa l Reserve System was 'by the 
end of 1927, 17 b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s more than in 1926. While an 'x-
oreaae of 5^ was cons ide red normal, t h i s amounted t o g%. S inu l t a* • 
e cus iy a v a i l a b l e c r e d i t grew. S p e c u l a t i v e loans f o r tlie s tock rau,r-
.et and s p e c u l a t i v e l y i n f l a t e d s took q u o t a t i o n s were the r e s u l t , 

o r i n g l i g on the Wall S t r ee f e v e r of s p e c u l a t i o n ending in the s tock 



Nav. 1934 Oounoll Correspondence PflgO • 
market orash. But the apeoulative fever waa only the irwlex of tme 
lack ef poaalbilltiea for auffioient product ire inveatmenta. A8**® 
aurilua ef oapltal lewered the rate of intereat to 1 P®10.®?*' *h® 
dustrial oriaia waa fallowed by a bank orieia.; and in spiteof *e 
law rate ef lntereat, from whloh tha bourgeoiae oojaomi 
the turn towarda proaperity, no oradlt waa demanded by ln^atry.The 
*0hioago Dally Tribune" writeai "What idle money has piled "P in 
banka had diffioulty in finding aafe out Jet a, intereat ratea ̂ °PP®d 
but laana and inveetmenta did not lnorea8®_* Thi" 
peouliar for the United 8tatea, but general 2 i i S f« 
world. J.P.Morgan testified at a Senate inquiry. The JJP?!"}!1 1 '** 
the firat time aa far aa I know in the hietory of the wo Id, ° 
wideapread no oeuntry oan lend money in any other. At the present 
time there ia no demand for oapltal for industry. 

Thia aituatian oan, nevertheless, only be everoome by further jooumu-
lation; i.e.-expanaion of the produotive apparatua ar J®*®*** °* 
fixed oapital on a larger aoale. The maBB neoeaaar:r for ®n 
ie dependent on the previoua volume ef fixed oapltal regardleea of 
whether thia has only been utilised at half of ita oapao lty, 1;®°®"®® 
aooumulation 1B determined by the rate of apeed it haa P1®**®^8^ . 
trained} and this aooumulation must take place on a lower prftce level 
as expansion of production ia coupled with a fall in prioea. There-
fore, if accumulation ia to oontinue, then the expansion of Promo-
tion must lower the oost of production so that the expected mass of 
profit will oompanaate for the fall in the rate of profit. For this 
reaaan, "Barrona Weekly"'eaya in its yearly survey: "the extent to 
which the pressure of aooumulating oapital may be effective in pro-
moting eoonomio reoevery depends on whether the necessary adjust-
ments have been made in other parts of the mechanism - in oost or 
production and prioes, in supply and demand relationship for indi-
vidual oommodities, and in the governmental aervioes, in their ooqt 
to the tax payer and their real value to the oountry; in eh«rt, on 
whether oapital oan earn a profit and keep it". 

A Btatio ayatem af capitaliem la an impoBBibility: oapital must 
either ga forward, i.e.-aooumulate, or oellapae. Aooumulation pre-
supposes reeetablishment of profitable operation; hence we see vio-
lent efforts an an international aoale ta aohieve thia end. But all 
previous measures taken ta everoome the depth of the present oriels 
have failed miserably. 

As we have said before, the reeumptien af profitable operation de-
penda an the lowering of the arganio oompoaition af capital, or the 
increase, by other meana, af the aurplua value. The devaluation of 
oapital lowera the organio oompoaition. In praotioe, this means the 
ruin af many individual oapitaliata; from the point of view of total 
oapital, from the point of view of the system, it means rejuvenation. 
The devaluation af oapital is a oontlnueue prooeas, an expreseion oi 
inoreaaed productivity of labor, but in the oriels it progresses vio-
lently. The Inoreaaed rate of bankruptcies ehowa that the devaluation 
of oapital ia also taking plaoe today. But bankruptcies, while ex-
pressing the speedy and violent devaluation taking plaoe, are not 
aymptamB of an intensifioatian af the orieie; up till new they have 
been aids in overcoming it. In all previous orises, the number and 
the speedy growth in the number of bankruptcies were oonneoted with 
a speedier overooming of the orisis. That today this effeot ia gpane 
merely proves that aooumulation has reached a point where devalua-
tion oeaaee to be an effective element in overooming the orleia. 

Nov.1934 Council Correspondence 

There are not enough bankruptcies, or the devaluation accomplished ; 
insufficient to lower the organic oompoaition of oapital enough, to 
make oontinued profitable aooumulation again possible. This fact is 
oicsely oonneoted with the struotural ohange in oapitaliom from com-
petition to monopoly capital. 

"Classical" capitalism answered a orisis with a general fall in 
prices that lead to wideapread bankruptcies and foroed the survivcrr 
to adsypt themselves to the new prioe level by Installing of new ma.i 
iaery . The demand of fixed oapital felt in some Industries caused 
other industries to be drawn into the boom. But in monopoly, or as 
Lenin oalled it, "stagnant" oapitaliem, the crisis does not have the 
same results. Here we have prolonged oondition of huge masses of pro-
ductive machinery lying idle without being destroyed as the charac-
teristic feature of crisis under monopoly capitalism. The reserve 
funds of fixed oapital created by monopoly oapitalism are, in bocm 
periods, put at the service of production and make the construction 
of additional enterprises unnecessary, and thereby increase the dif-
ficulties of a transition to expanding produotion. When the ciisir 
comes, production is restrioted, and when later the demand increases 
it is supplied by opening the olosed enterprises. In this manner 
technical progress is hindered by monopoly capitalism, and the marke* 
for means of produotion narrowed. How small the importance of vioien. 
devaluation of capital is can be seen when one compares the monopo-
lies with the total of sooially produotive foroes. (We have in the 

! United States 37 tire produoerB; five of them aocount for 70% of the 
total production, the other 33 divide the remaining 30$ among them-
selves. In the automobile industry, 75$ of the total production is 
acoounted for by two enterprises: General Motors and Ford. Two steel 
trusts (U.S.Steel and Bethlehem) control 52$ of the total steel pro-
duotion. In the meat paoking industry 70$ of the total production ie 
controlled by four firms: Swift, Armour, Wilson and Cudahy.) In other 
industries similar situations are found. What effeot oan the oollapsc 
of small enterprises have here? The fusion of capital and the result-
ant strengthening of monopolies strengthens this tendency towards 
stagnation and decay, whioh really means that permanent depression Is 
a characteristio of monopoly oapitalism. Even the huge writing down 
of capital values is only a raid on the small share holders, but not 
a move towards recovery. It is also clear that a technioal revolution 
scrapping huge masses of oapital by antiquating them, cannot be ex— 
peoted today sinoe the restriction of productive foroes has become a 
Hneoe6sity" of oapitalism. To expeot an end of depression through 
devaluation is to pin hope on a still higher form of oapitalism than 
monopoly-capitalism, and that is impossible within the framework of 
private property in the means of produotion. (State capitalism is r.c ~ 
a higher eoonomio form of monopoly oapitalism, but only a different 
political mask trying to straighten out the maladjustments of olase 
forces, whioh due to the narrowing down of the ruling class and its 
retainers under monopoly oapitalism needs more direct state inter-
ference to maintain class rule.) 

Tc inorease the mass of surplus value, the oost of produotion must 
.u.wered. This is attempted through the pneooess of general rationaii 
"U'ion ; Dut increased rationalization leads to irrationalisat ion. r 
rx i i ae> the profits of individual enterprises are increased by its u-, 

sa'.ion, but the net income from the total social la'joi is dimm-
Individuals become richer, sooioty poorer. How far this sari-

of rationalization has gone can be seen by the researches of the 
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teohnoorate. Rationalization is only effeotive when the saving in 
wages made possible is greater than the increased cost of 41xe.d cap-
ital made necessary. Rationalization causes thevshut-down of many 
enterprises, and therefore the saving in wages must exoeed, not only 
the inoreased oost of fixed capital in the rationalized enterprises, 
but in addition , balance the loss oaused by depreciation of fixed 
oapital in idle enterprises. If the oostB of fixed oapital are in-
oreased, all enterprises become more sensitive to downward fluctua-
tion of\eo«nomio activity. Rationalization, therefore, leads to an 
inorease .instead of a decrease in oost of production, and thus ii>-
oreases the difficulties of overooming the orisis. By overdevelop-
ing the productive apparatus, rationalization at a high stage of ac-
cumulation hastens the oollapse of oapitalism instead of delaying it. 
The Amerioan produotive apparatus was rationalized in the years of 
prosperity following 1931, and thlB was one of the causes of the 
length of that phase. In spite of oontinued rationalization, the 
crisis arrived and oroated a situation whioh hardly allowed the util-
ization of 50^ ot'fae rationalized enterprises, and thereby annulled 
the increase in surplus value gained by rationalization. This case 
of "lrratlonalization" shows definitely the impossibility of reoovery 
through further rationalization. 

InorOase in surplus value through shortening the time of oapital 
turnover, likewise finds its objeotive limits in the development of 
aooumulation. The period of turnover of total oapital has been pro-
longed by the deoreased utilization of fixed oapital. The same rate 
of profit for one period ©f turnover becomes thus a much smaller . 
yearly rate of profit. The|fall of prioes, though limited by monopoly 
oapitalism, today outweighs thfe still remaining possibilities of re-
ducing the period of turnover̂  Decreasing the s took to raise the 
rate of profit is limited by the demand for continuity in production 
and circulation. Outside *cf this, the aotion of the orisis causes an 
inorease in the stock of unsold commodities that further decrease 
the rate of profit both by the cost of storing and by the further 
causing a fall in prioes through foroed sales. The net effeot is that 
stock on hand increases, the period of\̂ urnever is prolonged, and the 
rate of profit falls. The increased stock is especially Evident in 
raw materials. The world's supply of raw materials were at the »nd 
of 1939 - 193, and 1933 - 365. To reduoe them to normal would mean 
the oessation of world production for months. 

The oost of oiroulation increases due to sharpened competition dur-
ing the oriels. While the number of workers engaged in production 
permanently deoreases, the number of those in distribution increases. 
(Advertising expenses alone have lately been over a billion dollars 
a year in the United States.) This naturally further decreases pro-
fits. 

In the orisis of 1930 and 1931, 30^ of all enterprises in the United 
States were idle representing approximately a 30 billion dollar in-
vestment. If depredation and maintainanoe is estimated at 10$,this 
means a clear loss of three billion dollars or the value of the la-
bor of one and a half million workers. This takes place today on an 
even larger soale oauolng a further fall in the rate of profit. As 
16 million workers are unemployed in the United States, it becomes 
neoessary for those employed besides compensating for the causes al-
ready mentioned, also to produoe as much additional surplus value at 
these workers would have produced if employed, or the mass of profit 

f 
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will deorease and sufficient accumulation beoome still more diffi-/ 
cult. The decrease in the mass of profit sharpens the struggle for 
its division. The banks have advanced oapital to industrial enter-
prises during the period of prosperity; oredit that was based on 
prices as they then were, Falling prioes "freeze" these oredits and 
cauBe, first, industrial bankruptcies, and eeoond,̂ bank failures, 
hastening the process of concentration of oapital generally. At the 
same time, there has been an enormous change in the division of pro-
fits between industrial and money oapital in favor of the latter.The 
acuteness of the crisis and the prioe fall makes the load of debts 
unbearable for industrial capital. Only a general reduction of debts 
makes general bankruptcies unnecessary. This is done through infla-
tion which unloads the liquidation of these debts on the workers,the 
professional middle olass, and money oapital. 

The depth of the orisis is also shown in the vicious attacks of oap-
ital on the standard of living of the middle class groups. In spite 
of increasing expropriation of the middle classes, reducing those 
catering direotly to oapitalist consumption, the orisis continues to 
deepen,, nullifying those methods of retaining a greater part of sur-
plus value in the hands of the oapitalist claas. But after ail,these 
groups oould only be eliminated once, and even before this was done, 
another barrier would have been set up against further expropriation 
of them by the faot that the oontinued rule of the oapitalist class 
depends on their existenoe. And in contradiction to these strenuous 
efforts to eliminate expenditures for unproductive activity, these 
expenditures are increasing. The growth in taxation was more rapid 
than the growth of the national income in the United States. In-
creasing pauperization oauses increasing relief expenditures, and 
increasing expenditures for the purpose of violent repressions of 
revolt, and for impefialiBt designs. 

In the present crisis, a fall In the ground rant "has to some extent 
softened the fall in the rate of profit" but at the cost of raising 
the threat of agrarian revolt. AB a matter of self preservation, it 
has been neoessary for the capitalist olass to counteract these ten-
dencies favorably to themselves by allotment plans, agrarian protec-
tive tariffs, price subsidies, etc. A sufficient inorease of profit 
by a deorease in ground rent oannot longer be expeoted. 

In this crisis, all forces working towards overcoming it have thus 
either neutralized each other, or have been insufficient J This even 
applies to the strongest imperialistic means of reoovery:-capital 
export. During the last years there has practically been no capital 
exported from the United States. In other imperialist countries, the 
situation is similar. This has sharpened the competitive struggle 
fcr tne world market tremendously between all industrial nations. The 
profit flowing back to the United States from previous oapital ex-
port in form of interest on foreign investments oan neither be in-
vested he,re or abroad. Simultaneously, the United States makes it 
impossible for the debtor nations to pay interest by forcing them ou 
OJ their markets for means of production. This also makes it impos-
B'LIS for them to buy raw material" and food stuffs, as they are ur-
ates to sell means of production to pay for them. The end of tnis 
development must be either an insoluble, irrational crisis, or a new 
v̂ rlJ scale butchery. 

.he law of accumulation i6 the law of collapse of capitalism. A ooi-
iF.pse delayed by counteracting tendencies until these tendencies 
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spent themselves or beoome inadequate in faoe of t ho growth of oapi-
tal aooumulation. But oapitaliem does not oollapee automatically;the 
faotor of human action, though conditioned, is powerful. The derth 
oriels of capitalism does not mean thatthe system oommits suioide, 
but that the olass struggle assumes forms that must lead to the over-
throw of the system. There is, as Lenin said, so absolutely hopeless 
situation for caoitalis®; it depends on the workers as to fcow long 
oapitalism will be able to vegetate. The "Communist Manifesto" sounds 
the alternative: Communism or Barbariaml A statio capitalism is im-
possible; if the accumulation oannot continue, the orisie' b&oomes 
permsment and the condition of the workers will oontinCially worsen. 
8uoh a orisis is barbarismj 

Today, half the workers in the great industrial oountrles are unem-
ployed and the enormous inorease of exploitation does not compensate 
for the smaller number of workers employed; and still there is no 
other way for oapitalism but oontinuous attaoks on the workers. The 
general, absolute and permanent pauperization of the workers has be-
oome an absolute necessity to the existenoe of capitalist sooiety. 
Thus, aooordlng to Marx, the final and most important consequenoe of 
capitalist aooumulatipn and the final reason for every real orisis 
is the poverty and the misery of the broad masses, in oontradiotion 
to the essential driving foroe of oapitalism to develop the produc-
tive foroes to suoh an extent that only the absolute consumption 
possibilities of -sooiety be its barrier. Under suoh conditions, the 
bourgeoisie oan rule no longer , sino.e, as the "Communist Manifesto" 
pointed out, "it is unfit to rule beoause it is incompetent to assure 
an existence to its slaves within his slavery, beoause it oannot help 
letting him sink into suoh a state that it has to feed him, instead 
of being fed by him". 

The analysis of oapitaliSu aooumulation ends, as Marx said i& a let-
ter to Engels: "In the olass struggle as a finale in whioh is found 
the solution of the whole smear! " In the phase of accumulation 
where the further existenoe of th4 system is only based on the ab-
solute pauperization of the workers, the olass struggle is trans-
formed. From a struggle over wages, hours and working conditions ©r 
relief, it becomes, even as it fights for those things, a struggle 
for the overthrow ef thecapitalist system of production, - a strug-
gle for proletarian revolution. 

* * « • • • • • * • 
THE STRUGGLE AGAIN8T THE REDUCTION OF 

UNEMPLOYED RELIEF IN AMSTERDAM. 
(Frem "Raetekorrespondenz" #4 of the Group of International 

Communists ftf Holland.) 

In the first days of July, the Dutoh Government out the unemployed 
(oash) relief to an extent whioh aroused the unemployed to spontane-
ous demonstrations at the relief stations and on the streets. These 
demonstrations were at once 'oombatted by the police and the guards-
men in the most brutal manner. In the "Indian Distriot" and the 
"Jordaan Workers Distriot" of Amsterdam the unemployed did not allow 
the pelioe to break their demonstrations up without a fight. Tliey 
answered the bullets and sabers of the polioe with the stones they 
got from the pavement. The struggle lasted many hours. In the evening 
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after the workers left for group meetings whioh had been hastily ar-
ranged, these groups in pasplng through the streets grew in a very 
short time tu powerful ar.cL iarr<? demonstrations whioh the polioe a-
gain tried t* break cp The woflcers ereoted barricades to keep the 
polioe out of the street*. as ic is impoeBible to defeat bullets wit 
stones. The street lights were destroyed in ?rder to make it diffi-
cult for the pclioyJip advance. Tnis, whioh was done in a few street 
beoame the c-.tuati9cf̂ .n the whole "Jordaan Distriot" the next dey .At 
all oorners hftstif.y but well erected barricades were seen* the 
streets were torn *ip t* exolude all fast transportation. On this day 
the workers suooeeced in driving every polioenan out of the district 
whioh by evening was entirely in the hands of the workers. The unem-
ployed were victorious for this day; but, by twelve o'olook at night 
they all returned to their hemes ana the polioe moved in again with-
out a fight. 

On the following day the guardsmen took possession of the district. 
They oame with tanks, armored automobiles and machine guns. They ar-
rived in suoh a strength that the unemployed alone could never be 
able to fight them successfully. They were not oowardly in not op-
posing the guardsmen beoause the events of the day before had 
brought proof that they were good fighters. However, in the faoe of 
this strong enemy, a fight would have been suicide. 

The struggle had grown out of a relief question. The immediate goal 
of the fighters was te foroe the government to reoall the relief cut. 
Workers who want to fight the government at least need the support 
of very broad layers of the working olass. This support was not 
forthcoming. The majority of the workers will only participate in a 
movement whioh embraces their immediate interests. But the fight wae 
merely a fight for unemployed relief; it did net Involve the employ-
ed workers. Without their support, there was no sense to go farther 
in th« struggle, and it ended in a defeat. 

The relief out wae an absolute necessity for the Dutoh bourgeoisie. 
The wages of the employed workers had become so low by a series of 
wage outs that there wae almost no difference any more between the 
relief and the wages} but before further wage outs oould be made, 
the relief had now to be out first. The continuation of the profit-
ableness of the oapitalistio system made this absolutely neoeesary. 
This is why the government answered a simple demonstration of the 
unemployed in a way in whioh formerly only revolutionary uprisings 
would have been answered. It was martial law. This offensive against 
the unemployed was a ohallenge against the whole working class. Ther̂  
oould only be one answer after the brutal attaok of the police and 
the guardsmen: "The General Strike"; but the trade-unionist tradl-

# tions made it hardly possible. It is important to note that in fac-
tories not controlled by the trade union, the workers walked out in 
sympathy with the unemployed* 

As bitter as the battle wad, which the unemployed put up and which 
spread as a guerilla warfare all over tho olty, in a few days the 
whole thing was crushed. Afver the defeat of the uprising, the at-
tack against the existing l3bor organization sex in. In all labor 
organ1.zations, suoh ao press bureaus, olfioee, attf., the polioe 
searched for documents, stole the important parts of the printing 
presses, put many workers in jail, forbade every kind of .'overs' 
aotivity. Although this may hurt the labor organization very muoh. 
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it 1B not bad at all from the viewpoint of the actual olaea strug-
gle of the working olaea. The fighting strength of the workers ao-
tuall> increases through suoh measures of the ruling olaaa. To for-
bid the olaas struggle itself ia impossible, but if the bourgeoisie 
makes the existence of the pseudo-revolutionary organizations im-
possible, it also removes at the same time an gbataol.e against the 
real revolutionizing tf the workers. The workers oannot merely be 
neutralized by the labor fakers; they have to find their own way. 
Their labor beownes more difficult to be sure, but alse more effec-
tive. What they now do If to aotually fight and not engage in some 
opportunistic sidetraoking of the real issue in the fields of parl-
iamentary fake-suooess, eto. 

The greatest value for the revolutionary movement is the fact that 
actions of this kind, and the actions of the ruling olass whioh 
followed 'them, showed the weaknesses of the present day labor move-
ment in all its ugliness. One stroke of the ruling olass sufficed 
to do away with the Communist Party and all its affiliated organi-
zations. The leadership of the 0»P. had not anticipated this, and 
aotually, the bourgeoisie had really nt reason to be so hard on this 
organization whioh, in spite of all their self-assuranoe, 1B only 
trying to live and prosper inside of the oapitalistio system. Even 
the last number of the Oomaunist Party of Holland's paper, the 
•'Tribune", before'it was suppressed, tried to support the Bystem of 
private property. We read therein regarding the action of the unem-
ployed ("Tribune" - July 6), "Fight IgalnBt Looting and Provocations" 

"When the workers in the Jordaan District were fighting 
a mass battle, some oriminal elements were trying to 
loot the stores. The workers have nothing in common 
with these elements. They have to fight them. The wor-
kers want the sympathy and the support of many small 
business men in Jordaan. They, like the workers them-
selves, are hit hard by the depression and also by the 
relief out". 

(By the way: The lootings hit the firm "Jamin", a big capitalistic 
enterprise in foodstuffs,-* chain store*) 

Tne C.P. also advised the workers in order to combat the military 
onslaught of the ruling olass to engage in suoh silly things aa to 
organize "sohool strikes," "don't pay rent movements", eto.; but 
not a single word tf the only thing whioh was logioally necessary, 
"The General Strike". 

The moat,Important lesson to be drawn from the struggle of the un-
employed in Amsterdam is the faot that successful group struggles 
are no longer possible. The difficulties in whioh the bourgeoisie 
finds itself, not only in regard to their diminished profits in this 
oountry but in their extended neoessity to compete on the world 
market and thus prepare for the imperialistic actions, forces them 
to majce of the workers not only paupers, but also willing tools In 
the handa'of the ruling olaas. They are unable to stand even the 
weakest opposition on the part of the workers', and each demonstrâ -
tion against the polioy of the bourgeoisie is translated by the 
ruling class as a direot menaoe against its existenoe. 

What took place when the Bailors of "De Zeven Provinoien" revolted 
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was repeated with this demonstration of the unemployed. The sailors 
demonstrate â °,irst".their miserable oondition, but they were 
treated as if the -lad started a revolution. 9o again the "Handels-
blaad" of July J writes: "Whosoever is building barricades in the 
City v.ill be answured as it is the custom to answer when barricades 
are buii'c". 

The brutality with wnich the bourgeoisie answered even the slight-
est protes-: of +he workers oomes actually as a surprise to these 
workers. They die. not even understand this at first. The sailors of 
"De zeven Provincien'1 locked up to the army planes, and laughing, 
they never thought that these army planes would drop bombs to dee-, 
troy the rebels. The workers of Amsterdam did not dream that a 
mere demonstration would turn the city into a battle field, with 
military tactics, barricades and killings; but they learn and they 
learn fast as their action proves. They will soon know that not 
even the weakest aotivity will be granted to them; that the ruling 
class is deadly serious In their determination to kill all aotione 
in favor of the working class. 

The periods of "Democracy", of "Parliamentary Humbug", of "Reforms" 
and of "Legal Action" is definitely over. Now machine guns make 
history, and realizing this new situation, the workers will also 
find out that it is absolutely necessary to adopt a class policy, 
and that sucoess is only possible if the present system is destroy-
ed through proletarian revolution. 

THE CLA3S STRUGGLE IN SPAIN. 

In the middle of September, "La Nacion", a leading bourgeois news-
paper in Spain, wrote."that the danger growing out of this situation 
of strike activities can at this time only be combated by the erec-
tion of an open dictatorship". Sinoe then the days were marked by 
increasing provocations by the government against the labor organi-
zations, as well as the whole working class. Deponstrations,meet-
ings, organizations were forbidden, the press suppressed, elections 
declared illegal and oommunist and socialist deputies replaced by 
reactionary ones. The bourgeois pres6 spoke of a planned revolution, 
and supported the development of the fascist organizations. All this 
did not decrease the strike activity, and the consequenoes in which 
these strikes were carried through. The economio struggle beoame 
at once a struggle against the government, as the government has to 
assure its capitalists profits. The ruling class is determined to 
bring, by all means, the activity of the working class to a stand-
still, and is preparing for an open dictatorship supported by the 
growing fascist foroes. 

In the beginning of October, the strike situation changed to civil 
warfare. Ootober 5th, about 100 deaths were reported, and the days 
following, this number increased more and. more. The government en-
gaged all military means to suppress what they call̂ u an uprising 
of the workers, after they had 6tarted this el aught, rir.j cf +he 
workers merely for vheir Btrike activity. The at resit, of Madrid and 
of many cf the smaller oities became battleii -Icic. The heitiim cf 
the workers was remarkable in the face of their wftagx? -sevens. "The 
troops have been given orders to fire on any suspicious p̂ rsj.n or 
manifestation". "All extremists carrying weapons shall be shot J", 
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ordered the premier. Onoe more it beoame clear ,Vhat a real General 
Strike of the workers in euoh a situation ia identioal with oivil 
war' \ 
Using thie melee, the separatists elements,partly supported by the 
O.P. Blogans of national self-determination, also struok for their 
special interests. They declared Oatalonia temporarily an indepen-
dent republio," and led the olass straggle in this part of Spain on 
the sidetraok of nationalism. 

The issues of the workers were not olear. They were, by their dif-
ferent organizational interests, in a terrible ideologioal,mess. 
Anarchists, syndicalists, oommunists and socialists were foroed in-
to one front against the fasoisti and the fasoist attitude of the 
government. They still fought in spite of this common enemy for 
their special group interests. This weakened the strength of the 
workers and also did away with all hope that out of the struggle 
would oome anything more than a terrible defeat. Only by way of 
struggle, and especially this kind of struggle, will the workers 
reoognite their true interests whioh forces them not only to tbo • 
6%t»throw of this feudal-oapitalist combination of exploitation in 
Spain, but also to the recognition that the enemy must be faced by 
a working olass united on one issue, the issue of communism. The 
present olass struggle oan be regarded aB evidence that olass con-
sciousness nowadays takes on at onoe oonorete form. The workers 
learp to understand their problems, not merely on a purely ideolog-
ioal basis, but they learn at onoe by aotual praotioe. The reality 
is more revolutionary than the ideas of the workers; and so even a 
defeat of the workers in Ŝ ain oan indioate nothing more than a 
temporary one whioh also oarries with it the weapons for oertain 
suooess in the future. 

UPTON SINCLAIR ON THE ROAD TO FAMISH*. 

Two years ago, in relation to Sinclair and the Eisenstein movie, 
"Thunder Over Mexico", the oritios already tried 
his ideology was of a fasoist oharacter. With his attitude ̂ ards 
the cutting up of the movie, he had lost his prestige as a social-
ist and was considered on the road to the class enemy. A good bus-
iness man, however, is not neoessarily also a fasoist, and the 
noise about 8inolair's perversion soon died out. 

He ran for governor several times on the Socialist ticket, and now 
he enters the Democratic Party with his Epic Platfor; (End Poverty 
In California) trying to gain as a bourgeois candidate what he had 
failed to reaoh as a Socialist. From our point of view, this makes 
no differenoe, but for the Socialists it is outright betrayal, and 
they look npw upon their former friend as a traitor, who is hurting 
the oause of socialism. 

Sinclair brought the Democratic Party, as he h *msflf leasts, about 
300,000 members in a Bhort time. He reoeived about 40°j0°0 votee 
and soon started a newspaper whioh in a few weeks attained a cir-
culation of 175,000. He also sold about 300,000 oopies of his plat-
form. A very successful man, and we understand, the envy of an 
labor-fakers without a doubt. 

\ 

i 
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The C.P. consider him the Orange Hitler of California. In one of tfaa 
latest issues of "New Masses" (whioh had to take up the matter as 
Sinolair is a literary figure) he is classed as a full-fledged fas-
oist, and? should be treated as suoh. The "pure" fellows of the New 
Masses" are, however, a bit misinformed. During August in Mosoow, at 
the Congress of Russian Revolutionary Writers,';one of • the many under 
organizations of the C.I., a resolution was adopted and sent to 
Sinolair whioh says in part: "acoept our most hearty and brotherly 
greetings, because you have always done and you are stiJJ. aoing 
with heroism your duty as a friend of the working olasS". We also_ 
find Theodore Dreiser, who adheres to the Third International,works 
direotly for Sinolair''S oampaign fund. Dreiser also got a. nioe. teler-
gram from Moscow. At the time these telegrams were sent, it was 
positively known, and the Moscow Oon&ress was aware, that Sinolair 
was already a member of the Democratic Party for more than a half 
a year and intended to run for governor. 

This does not make the slightest difference to the Third Interna-
tional as Sinclair at least entered a party whioh completed the 
recognition of Russia by the United States, and which BeemB to be 
favorable to help in defending the "fatherland of the workers , in 
caee the bargaining between Russia and Japan should collapse, ana 
if a war beoomes necessary to settle the differences between these 
two nations. In this event, it beoomes the duty of American workers 
to volunteer in the American Army te help "defend the Soviet Union . 
Sinclair id doing heroioally, a little early perhaps, what ®ay 
eventually be the duty of the whole American working class. But 
this is not the only reason the Third International likes Sinclair. 
They know that it is possible for Sinolair to fight in the Democra-
tic Party for the "status Quo" of oapitalism just as well, if not 
better, than in their own freakish organization, the C.P., whioh 
the Third International is slowly liquidating. Telegrams ana warm, 
brotherly greetings for Sinclair; for the workers in the C.P. the 
empty phrases against Sinclair in order to use them for reactionary 
purposes indireocly; a purpose whioh Sinclair directly serves. 

But Sinolair is just a freak. He never had any scientific under-
standing of oapitalism or Socialism. He merely wrote sentimental 
stories to soften the hearts of millionaires; to make a nice world 
out of a oapitalist worldv.Meanwhile, he made a good living. Oc-
casionally he entertained the world by exhibiting hie immeasureable 
stupidity, falling for all kinds of medical and sooial fakers. He 
never missed a ohance to put himself in the spot light; too many 
years near Hollywood probably accounts for this. 

Sinclair wants to bluff the voters of California and the workers 
also, that he, single-handed, oan transform the oapitalist system 
into a Socialist one. All that is necessary are a few new taxation 
laws. "Sock the rich" by taxes and give to the poor. By means of 
taxation foroe the proprietors of land and idle factories to turn 
them over to the unemployed who will engage on a grand scale self-
help-movement, a movement which has been repeatedly proven a fail-
ure. B^ this means, too, he promises the farmer and middle-oDass a 
lighter tax burden, as the unemployed will provide for themselves . 
Many of his reformist ideas, old-age pensions, etc., cannot be suc-
cessfully carried out inside the framework of capitalism, and if 
some of them are, they will deepen the crisis rather than help to 
overoome it. 
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The most impert&nt parte cf the Epio program have been dr9pped,how-
ever. In order to insure himself the support of the Demooratio 
Party, and in order not to hurt Roosevelt, he has thrown overboard 
his platform even before he is eleoted. The state-farms, factories 
run by the state, old age pension, eto., he dropped; nothing re-
mains but empty phrases. He is willingly and knowingly betraying 
his voters in order to satisfy his film-star ideology; he aannot 
sleep fell without being mentioned at least onoe daily in the papers 

He claims that he and Roosevelt agree on everything, and that the 
"New Deal" has advanced to the position of 'Epic1. This is true. 
Epio has lost its main points and the New Deal is bankrupt. They 
are both bankrupt before they start working. Where there is nothing, 
there oan be no disagreement; so the Demooratio Party adopts Sin-
clair as its own. 

DailyvSinolair Deoomes moro patriotic. He now expresses what he al-
ways relt. It was formerly more outstanding to play at being a so-
oialisi, now there is more fame by showing fasoiet tendencies.There 
is no likelihood that he will beoome a California Hitler, as he is 
seeking advertisement - not power. He fills the space between the 
real acts in this historical drama, and when the social foroes be-
gin to move, he will probably be disposed of in short order by the 
real Fascists #r pushed aside by a revolutionary Proletariat. The 
future will not be determined by freaks of his size, but will be 
determined by the sooial struggle for power. 

HOME COMING. 
The End of the Trotsky Movement. 

A short time baok the "Militant" expressed quite a lot of pity for 
some of the Lovestone group who were trying to find their way baok 
to the Socialist Party. A few weeks ago, too, they beoame vehement 
in oomplaints against "the treaoherous Third International" because 
it started a United Front from the top with' the Socialist Parties, 
with a proposal of merging the two organizations. "The Stalinists 
are liquidating the Communist Movement", oried the Unser Wort,the 
Trotsky organ in Franoe. "Down with such a merger. It will weaken, 
not strengthen the revolutionary movement". 

Then ctyne a surprising move; the liquidation of the Trotsky group 
in France, and the offer of the Amerioan Trotskyites to enter the 
American Workers' Party. Yesterday, the liquidation of independent 
Communist parties was open betrayal of therevolutionary cause.To-
day in Franoe, these same people subjeot themselves to the discip-
line of the Socialist Party, and in the United States merge with 
the petty bo&rgeeis Amerioan Workers' Party. 

These events suit us fine. The oommon sense displayed by the 
"leaders" is to be congratulated. It helps clear up the real situâ -
tion in the labor movement. The revolutionary workers know now by 
aotuality that behind the "revolutionary" slogans nothing exse was 
concealed but the eld labor fakery of the Sooialist Party. These 
are times of stress for "Labor's Leaders". It is dangerous now to 
hide behind revolutionary slogans. There is the perspective, too,of 
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the eventual destruction of the old labor movement, and with it the 
income and prestige of !,:,eadcro'- Faced with this common danger, the 
petty difFerehVei of orgt/uzatiuns are forgotten; unity on the Daei 
of "Statuo Quo" is established, and the professional revolutionists 
are saved from what they oall "The Horrible Fraction of Fascism". 
We will be good; no more revolutionary slogans; give us a chanoe; 
fasoism is not necessary; labor and only labor, under a safe and 
eane leadership, can oil the troubled sea of eoonomio chaos! 

"Comrades", oallB the National Conferenoe of the Communist League o 
France, "join us in the ranks of the Sooialist Party for the revolu-
tionary struggle of the proletariat. Without renounoing our past an< 
our ideas, but also without any mental reservations of sectarianisr., 
we speak out what is. It is neoessary to enter the Sooialist Party, 
not for the sake of exhibitions nor of experiences, but for serious 
work under the banner of Marxism". J.P.Cannon, in the Militant #39̂  
writes: "Prior to the decision of the conference to take this step,̂  
the National Committees of the Communist League of America decided 
by a majority of eight to one, to recommend this course of the 
Frenoh comrades, despite the great dangers and difficulties involved 
in such a drastic reorientation. We reoommended this course with 
full confidence that they would remain true tp their banner and car-
ry it with them into tho Socialist Party". 

The above, in plain English, is a oommand to join the party of soc-
ial chauvinists; to join with the murderers of Liebknecht and 
Luxemburg; to join with the Otto Bauers, the Thomases and Vander-
velts. The members of the Communist League in Franoe who could not 
stomach this "reorientation" were expelled. Do the Trotskyites real-
ly believe that this "turn" will speed "social oonvulsions" and lead 
to a "radicalization of the masses"?; that in this "revolutionary 
rise" the Socialist Party will fight for the "Fourth International" 
efftd for Communism? Is this why they "orientate" from the "wing" of 
the Communist Party to follow at the "tail" of the Socialist Party? 
They don't!! The new orientation of the S.P. is based upon the 
thesis that the Socialist Movement in Austria dnd Germany fell De-
cause it was too revolutionary; that the S.P. must drop its revolu-
tionary slogans, win the middle class, gain power and in that way 
make fascira impossible. The S.P. i6 offering to perform the task cf 
the fascists themselves, and in this enterprise finds help from the 
Third International and its "wings", which in reality cannot oe dis-
tinguished from the "Noeke" and "Scheideman1s". 

We have said that the eld labor movement reaohes from "Noske" to 
Trotsky. It has departed only temporary. The departure was only a 
family fight; now they are united again. The "Left Leadership" cf 
the old labor movement have gone over to the petty bourgeoisie.The/ 
have come home not to die, but to eat. In order to eat, these fakt.s 
offer themselves to the capitalist class as a way out that is cett." 
than fascism. Ir. doing sc, they become, in the worc.3 ~A Trotsky: "t.;o 
party of counter-revolutionary despair." They prov, to the workers 
by these zigzags that they are cheap demagogues, servants of capital-
ism, enemies of the revolution who live by betrayal. They prove by 
deeds that this "Bolshevik Leninist kernal" is a6 mouldy and worm-
eaten as the other peas in the pod. They prove that the Socialist 
Party, Communist Party add Left Opposition have always been afflic-
ted with a capitalist ideology. They prove that they are revolution-
ists in name, constitutionalists in deed. Thhy fight with their flâ  
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unfurled, and must be oruahed with the capitalist traditions of yes-
terday. They are fakers again making history, struggling in a feeble 
effort to ward off the dialeotia movement of reality. Meanwhile,the 
olaoe struggle deepeiis - real revolut ionis ts must oarry on! 

• • • • • • • • • 
It has oome to our notioe that the Weisbord group, another 
"wing" of the Bolshefciks, who have 'adhered" to the Trotsky 
movement internationally while opposing the Left Opposition 
in Amerioa, have repudiated Trotsky and his whale movement 
on the baBis sf this new orientation. 
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I . - The S ign i f i cance of Bolshevism. 

1. In Soviet Eoonomy and the 8ovie t 8 t a t e , bolshevism has crea ted 
f o r i t s e l f a d o s e d f i e l d of soo ia l p r a o t i o e . In the T h l J d . 
ional , i t has organized an ' i n s t rumen t f o r c o n t r o l l i n g and 
the labor movement on i n t e r n a t i o n a l p a t h s . I t s d: i reot ivaa in 
of p r i n c i p l e and t a o t i o s are e labora ted in "Leninism . The i h 
a r i s e s : I s the Bolshevik theory, as S t a l i n says, Marxism in the epooh 
of imperial ism and the soo ia l revolut ion? I s i t , accordingly , tne 
ax is of the r evo lu t iona ry movement of the p r o l e t a r i a t on an i n t e r n a -
t i o n a l soale? 
2. Bolshevism obtained i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n i n the pro ls^ 
t a r i a n c l a s s movement, f i r s t , by i t s c o n s i s t e n t r evo lu t iona ry 
gle aga ins t the World War of 1914-18 and, secondly, by the Russian 
Revolution of 1917. I t s w o r l d - h i s t o r i o importanoe l i e s - i n the f a c t 
t h a t , under the c o n s i s t e n t l e ade r sh ip of Lenin, i t reoognizea tne 
problems of the Russian Revolution and at the same time orea tea , in 
the Bolshevis t Pa r ty , tfce instrument by whioh tfcott problems could be 
p r a o t i o a l l y solved. The adap ta t ion of Bolshevism to the problems 
r a i s ed by the Russian Revolution was brought about by 30 years or 
pa ins t ak ing and c o n s i s t e n t development with the a id of lnslgn« i n to 
the fundamental c l a s s ques t ions involved. 

3. The ques t ion of whether t i l s s u c c e s s f u l mastery of i t e t asks 
e n t i t l e s Bolshevism to l e a d e r s h i p , In theory , t a c t i c s and organiza-
t i o n of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n involves , on tne one 
hand, an examination of the soo ia l bases and p recond i t ions of the 
Russian R6volutSon, and, on the o t h e r , of the problems of the p r o l e -
t a r i a n r evo lu t i on in the g rea t c a p i t a l i s t coun t r i e s . 

- 1 -
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II. - The Preconditions of the Russian Revolution. 

4 Russian sooiety was decisively conditioned by its position be-

s • commercial c a p i t a l i s t development,*the P o l i J i o a J : h ® u J ^ o l i t i s t s ta te 

'S!K"s:™'£ 
and politioal systems in its own peouliar way. 

u i^ra'sajwisrpsi;^ gsSgf1®1^ 
u ! l l S t ° i ? i t J S iS III era^of^imperialist uP®*^ng oreated two mutually 

t r l ^ l i zed area of Western Europe and North ^ e ^ o a , ana tne ooioniai 
oenter of passive imperial ist plunder in the ®fj*°ultura;L reg:lone of 
Eastern Asia. The olass menace to the imperialist system thus ar ises 
from both these centers: the internat ional proletar ian revolution 
finds i t s pivot in the highly developed oapi ta l ie t oounitrieipeasant 
Europe and Amerioa, the national a ? r a r i { ^ the dividing * countries of Eastern Asia. In Russia, rtlo} rtjod at the dividing 
point between the spheres of influence of the two imperialist oenters, 
the two revolutionary tendencies were mingiea. 
6, The Russian eoonomy was a combination of antiquatei agrarian 
production charac te r i s t ic of Asia, and of modern industr ia l eoonomy 
oharaoterlstio of Europe. Serfdom in various forms J"**™* 1*} g j f " 
tioe for an enormous mplority of Russian Peasants. The email begin 
.lings of cap i t a l i s t agi c u l t u r e were thus 
tent. They merely oaused the breaking up of the Russian vi l lage, i t s 
Indeeorlbable pauperization, while leaving the peasant chained to a 
Joll whioh no longer was able to nourish him. Russian agrloul'ture, 
smbraoing f o u r - f i f t h s of the Russian population and more than half 
tie to ta l production, was u n t i l 1917 a feudal eoonomy sprinkled with 
oapi tal is t lo elements. Russian industry t a B e n p a f t e d upon the coun-
try by the ozarist regime, which wanted to be Independent of foreign 
countries especially in the production of army supplies. Since, how-
sver, Russia laoked the basis of a.well developed system pf handi-
craf ts and the rudiments for the building* of a c lass of f ree labor-
*78", this s ta te capitalism, though born as mass produotion, created 
r.d wacre-working olass . I t was a system o ^ o a p i t a l i s t i o serfdom, and 
preserved strong traces of th is pecul iar i ty down to 1917 in suoh 
'ea'ures as the code of wage payments, barraoking of the workers, 
sooial leg is la t ion , eto. The Russian workers were therefore not only 
technically backward, but also to a great extent i l l i t e r a t e and in 
large part d i reot ly or indirdotly bound to the v i l lage . In many 
branches of Industry, the labor foroe was made up mainly of seasonal 
peasant workers who had no permanent oonneotion with the o i ty . 
Russian industry u n t i l 1917 was a system of c a p i t a l i s t produotion in-
terpersed with feudal elements. Feudal agrioulture and cap i t a l i s t in-
dustry were thus mutually penetrated with eaoh o ther ' s baslo elements 
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**d had been combined Into a system whioh oould neither be governed 
by feudal principle# of eoonomy nor furnish the foundation® for an o 
ganlo development of l t f c a p i t a l i s t i c elements. 
7• The eoonoaio task of the Russian Revolution was, f i r s t , the 
se t t ing aside of the oonaealed agrarian feudalism and i t s oontlnued 
exploitat ion of the peasants as se r f s , together with the indus t r ia l -
izat ion of agr icul ture , plaolng i t on the plane of modern oommodity 
production; seoondly, to make possible the unrestr ic ted oreation of 
a olass of rea l ly "free laborers", l ibe ra t ing the indust r ia l develop 
ment from a l l i t s feudal f e t t e r s . Essential ly, the tasks of the bour-
geois resolut ion. 
6. I t was on th i s foundation that the State of osar ls t absolutist 
arose. The existence of t h i s State depended on an equilibrium between 
the two possessing olasses, neither of whloh was able to dominate the 
other. If oapitaliem furnished the eoonomlo backbone of that State, 
i t s po l i t i oa l prop was provided!^ Wis feudal nobi l i ty . "Constitutla#1 

"right to vote", and system^pfTself-government i oould not oonoeal 
the p o l i t i o a l impotenoe of a l l olasses in the osariat State whioh, 
under the oonditlons of the country's eoonomlo baokwardness,produoed 
a method of government which was a mixture of fcropean absolutism and 
Oriental despotism. 
6. Po l i t ioa l l iC the taek^ 'onfront l iw; the Russian Revolution were; 
the destruction f t absolutism, the aboli t ion of the feudal nobil i ty 
as the f i r s t es ta te , and the oreation of a p o l i t i c a l consti tut ion and 
an administrative apparatus whloh would secure p o e t i c a l l y the f u l -
fi l lment of the eoonomlo taek of the Revolution. The pol l t loa l jpaske 
of the Russian Revolution were, therefore, qu i t e in accord with i t e 
eoonomlo presuppositions, the task* of the botu^eois fevolution* 

I I I . - The Olass groupings of the &MlaP R g y ^ l o f t t _ 
10. Due to the peouliar social oombillation of feudal and oapi ta l -
i s t l o elements, the Russian Revolution was ale© confronted with com-
plicated tasks, i t d i f fe red In essence as fuadamenltJly from the 
olasslo bourgeois revolution as the aoolal s tructure of Russian ab-
solutism at the beginning of the SOth oentpry d i f fe red , say, from 
that of Frenoh absolutism In the 17th century. 
11* This di f ferenoe, corresponding to the diss imilar eoonsalo foun-
dation, found i t s o leares t po l i t i oa l expression in the a t t i tude of tho 
various olasses of Russia toward Csarlem and the revolution. From the 
standpoint of t h e i r economic in te res t s , a l l these olasses were tondar-
mentally in opposition to Ciarisa. In po l i t i oa l pract ice , however, 
th is pyppsition d i f f e red not only l a degree but was quite d i f fe ren t 
also in i t s aim and goal. 
13. The feudal nobi l i ty fought fundamentally only for the exten-
sion of i t s influence over the absolut is t 8 ta te , wishing to keep It 
intact for the safeguarding of i t s pr iv i leges . 
13. The bourgeoisie, numerically weak, p o l i t i c a l l y dependent and 
d i rec t ly bound to Ozarlom through ptate subsidies, made numerous 
s h i f t s In i t s p o l i t i c a l or ienta t ion. The P*o*mbxl«t movement of 1836 

******* <K7tnjre Mtt+ok on the absolut is t State . 
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At the time of the terrorist movement of the Narodniki in the 70 a 
and 80'a, they supported the revolutionary movement passively for 
the purpose of strengthening the pressure on Ozarism. They also at-
tempted to utilize, as a means of pressure, the r®™^tionary strike 
movements down to the Ootober struggles of J-9^5- liJiiSmeiw 
longer the overthrow but the reform of CzariBm. During the parliamen-
tary period from 1906 to the spring of 1917, they entered upon a 
phase of oooperation with OsariBm. Finally, the Russian bourgeoisie, 
in flight from the oonsequenoes of the revolutionary struggles of the 
proletarian and peasant masses, arrived at unconditional eurrendier to 
ozariat reaotion in the period of the Xornilov Putsch, which was de-
signed to reestablish the former power of the Ozar. It beoame oounter-
revolutionary even before Jrhe taBks of its RflSSnutioi 
accomplished. The first olass oharaoterietio of the Russian Revolution 
is, therefore, the faot that as a bourgeois revolution it had to be 
carried.through not only without but direotly gainst the bourgeoisie. 
Thus arose a fundamental alteration of its whole political oharaoter. 

14. In conformity with their overwhelming 
became the sooial group which at least passively determined the Rus-
sian Revolution. While the numerically less important capUalistio--
middle and upper—peasantry represented a liberal, 
?polloy, the preponderant number Cf famishing *nd enslaved Small p ab-
sents were foroed by,elemental necessities Into the °ourse erf violent 
expropriation of the large estates. Unable to PU^e 
of their own, the Russian peasant elements found themselves oompelled 
to follow the leadership of other olasses. Until Februaru 1917 t:hey 
had, on the whole, despite sporadic revolts, been the firm oaeis 

\Czarism. As a result of their massive immobility and backwardness,the 
H905 revolution collapsed. In 1917 they were decisive in bringing a-
bout the end of Czarism, whioh had organized them in great sooial 
units in the army, in that they passively orippled the <o°nd.uot of th„ 
war. By their primitive but irresistible revolts in the villages 
during the further course of the Revolution/ thus doing away with the 
large- estates, they created/-thav,neoessary conditions for the viotory 
of the Bolshevik revolution wh$>h, during the years of 
able to maintain itself only by reason of their further aotive assis-
tance. 

15. In spite of its backwardness, the Russian proletariat possessed 
great fighting strength, due. to the meroileBBBohoollng of th<6 com-
bined czarlst and capitalist oppression. It threw itself with ©n°r-
mous tenacity into the aotions of the Russian bourgeois revolution 
and became Its sharpest and most reliable instrument. Ad of its 
aotions, -through the olash with Ozarism, beoame a r e v o l u t ? * V ' 
it developed a primitive olass-oonsoiousness whioh in the strugg ee 
of 1917, especially in the spontaneous taking over of dominant enter-
prises, raised itself to the height of subjeotive communist win. 

16. The petty-bourgeois intelligentsia played a distinct role in 
the Russian Revolution. Intolerably restricted in material ana cul-
tural matters, hindered in professional progress, sohooled in the 
most advanoed Ideas of Western Europe, the best forces of the Russian 
intelligentsia stood In the forefroftt of the revolutionary movement, 
and by their leadership imprinted upon it a petty-bourgeois,Jacocln-
lcal stamp. The Russian sooial-Aomocratio movement, in _te profeeaionr-
al-revolutlonary l6ader-eleoent,oonetitutee primarily a par̂ y ei ,ae 
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revolut ionary pe t ty-bourgeois is . 
17. For the olass solution of the problems presented by >hs> *»•-
eian Revolution, there aross a petniliar oombinatlon of f<*° 
enormous peasant masses formed its S i . ! ? w2E2*Z 
ally weaker but revolutionarily strong p roiet^^ Msses fJJJJid*-
ted its fighting instrument; the small - ° i u t i I S 
telleotuals arose as the master mind of the Revolution. 

18 This olass triangle was a necessary development ox 
aoolety which was ruled politically by the 
State, based on the disfranchised possessing olasses, fw^l ao-
billty and the bourgeoisie. The peculiarP r°J? le" 
plishing the bourgeois revolution without «o^f? l J ! 
grew out of the necessity for the overthrow of 
ing the proletariat and pesyi*ntry in Jh0

o
,trYgf1® ,f 

terests and thsreby destroying pot only Claris* but the exist1M 
forms of feudal and oapiteliiit iZ* 
ants would have been abls to handle the natter J*®??' 
loally not in a position to do so as they were unable to aotualHf 
their olass interests exoept by subordinating the»selves_to^the^ 
leadership of some other olass elejaent whloh U a oertaln aaa^iW 
determined to what degree ths olass interests i S i T L J Z ! 
oarrled through. The Russian workers dsveloped, in 191T, ths ••fi-
nings of an independent ooaaû ist class polloy, but laokedth# 
sooial presuppositions for thsir v i o t o r y . ? ! £ 
proletarian revolution would have had to be a T l®J®2 
peasantry. This wa« impossible for the Russian J**®*'1® 
its various strata, numbered but ten millions. Aocortlyy TOsy~-
just like the peasants—had to subordinate themselves td the lejder-
ehlp of a group of intellectuals not organically bound up with theix 
Interests.. 

19. The oreation of the organised leadership of the 
olution and the development or an appropriate tactic is the merit ox 
the Bolsheviks. They aooompliehed ths seemingly hopeless task or 
oreatlng the ooxStradiotory alliance between the P^Mant masses right-
ing for private property and the proletariat fighting for oooauniwa, 
thus making the revolution under its diffioult conditions possible 
and aasuring itB Buooees by binding together this contradictory 
peasant-worker oomblnatlon with the iron links of their P*rty dlotar-
torship. The Bolsheviks oonstltuts the leadership party of Russia s 
revolutionary petty-bourgeois intelligentsia; they accomplished .she 
historical task of the Russian Revolution, namely, the fitting or 
hiatory to the baok of the bourgooie-revolutionary peasantry combined 
with th* proletarian-revolutionary working olass. 

IV. - The Essence Qf BolSfrQYlgPi 

30. Bolshevism hae all the fundamental oharaoter1st lea of bour-
geoia-revolutionary policy Intensified by the insight (taken pver 
from Marxism) into the laws of movement of sooial olasses. Login's 
phraae, "the revolutionary aoolal demoorat Is the Jacobin .linked 
with the masses", ia more than an oxtemal comparison. It is rether 
an expreaaion of the inner teohnioo-politioal affinity with tfce laVe-

of tha_̂ ®voii>tioa#ry p«tty-iraur£»oi«i* of the Fr^poh -revoldtkon 
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31. The basic prinolple of Bolshevik polioy—the oonquest and ex-
eroiee of power by the organisation—ie jaoobinioal. The guiding 
line of the great political perepeotive and of its realization 
through the taotio of the Bolshevik organization fighting for power 
la jaoobinioal; the mobilisation of all suitable taeans and foroes o 
sooiety for the overthrow of the absolutist opponent, oomblned with 
the applioation of all methods whioh promise suooess; zigzagging anc 
compromising with any sooial foroe whioh may be used, if even for 
the shortest time and in the least important sector of the struggle. 
The fundamental idea of bolshavist organization, finally, is Jaoob-
inioal; the creation of a strict organization of professional revo-̂  
lutionists whioh will remain a pliant tool of an omnipotent leader-
ship. 

22. Theoretically, Bolshevism has by no meane developed a thought 
struoture of its own which oould be considered a olosed system. It 
has, rather, taken over the llarxist method of looking at classes and 
adapted it to the Russian revolutionary situation, i.e. basically 
changed ittf oontent while maintaining its oonoepts. 

23. The one ideological achievement of Bolshevism is the connect-
ing of its own politioal theory aB a whole with philosophical mater-
ialism. As a radical protagonist of the bourgeois revolution, it 
falls upon the radioal, philosophical ideology of the bourgeois rev-
olution and makes it the dogma of its own view of human sooiety.This 
fixation upon philosophical materialism is aooompanied by a oontin-
ual baokslldlng into philosophical idealism whioh considers politi-
cal praotice as in the last instance the emanation of the aotion of 
leaders. (Treason of reformism; i^latry of Lenin and 8talin.) 

24. The organization of Bolshevism arose out of the soatal-demo-
oratio oiroles of intellectual revolutionists and develop^ through 
factional struggles, splits and defeats into an organization, of 
leaders with the dominant positions in the hands of the petty-
bourgeois intelleotuaXs. Its further growth, favored by the continu-
ously illegal situation, established it as a politioal organization 
of military oharaoter, based on professional revolutionists. Only 
through such a straight-laced Instrument of leadership oould the Bol-
shevik taotio be oarried through and the historical task of Russia's 
revolutionary intelligentsia be fulfilled. 

25. The Bolshevik taotio, in the service of pursuing the oonquest 
of power by the organization, revealed—espeoially up to October 1917-
a powerful inner oonsistenoy. Ijrs continual outer fluotuations were 
essentially only temporary adaptations to altered situations and to 
altered relations of foroes between the olasses. In aooordanoe with 
the prinolple of absolute subordination of the means to the end,with-
out any consideration of the ideologioal effeot on the olasses whioh 
it led, the taotio-'was overhauled even in apparently fundamental 
questions. It was the task of the functionaries to make eaoh of these 
manouwers understandable to the "masses". On the other hand, avaxŷ  
Ideologioal stirring among the masses, even when fundamentally in 
contradiction to the paxty program, was utilized. That oould be done 
because the' only issue was the unconditional oapture of masses for 
its polioy. It had to be done beoause these masses, workers and peas-
ants, had oontxadiotory interests and a completely different oonscious-
jiea*. Preaiealy for this reason, however, the tactical method of 
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' Bolshevism reveals its connection with revolutionary-bourgeois poli-
oy: it is, in faot, the method of that polioy whioh Bolshevism; actu-
alizes. J , 

V. - The Directives of Bolshevist Polioy. H r 

26. The goal whioh furnished the ̂starting point of Bolshevism Is 
the overthrow of the ozarist system. As an attack on absolutism, it 
is of revolutionary-bourgeois character. To t#is goal is subordinated 
the struggle about the taotioal line within t#e Russian sooial demeo-
raoy/ In this struggle, Bolshevism develops its methods and slogans. 

27. It was the historical task of Bolshevism to weld together, by 
its leadership taotio, the rebellion of the proletariat and peasan-
try, who stood on quite different sooial planes, to the end of com-
mon aotion against the feudal 8tate. It had to oombine tne peasant 
revolt (aotion of the bourgeois revolution at the beginning of the 
development of bourgeois sooiety) with the proletarian revolt (ao-
tion of the proletarian revolution at the end of the development of 
bourgeois sooiety) into a unified aotion. It was able to do this only 
by reason of the faot that it unfolded a grand strategy in whioh use 
was made of the most diverse class stirrings and tendencies. 

28. This utilization, strategy begins with the willingness to cap-
italize the smallest splits ana oraoks in the opponent's oamp. Thus 
Lenin onoe spoke of the liberal proprietors as "our allies of,tomor-
row", while at another time he oame out for support of the priests 
who turned against the government beoause of their material negleot. 
He was also ready to support the religious seots persecuted by 
Ozarism. 

29. The olarity of Lenin's taotio, however, reveals itself in the 
faot that, espeoially as a result of the experiences of 1905, he 
posed the question of the "allies of the revolution" on the right 
line, in that he turned more sharply against all compromises with the 
dominant capitalist groups and restricted the polioy of the "Ally" 
and of compromises %o the petty-bourgeois and small-peasant •laments, 
i.e. those elements whioh aline historically oould be mobilized for 
the bourgeois revolution In Russia. \ 

30. The two-class basis of Bolshevik polioy is expressed broakly 
in the taotioal slogan of the "demooratlo diotatorship of the workers 
and peasants", whioh in 1905 was made the general guiding line of 
Bolshevik polioy and whioh still oarried with it the illueionary 
idea of some sort of parliamentarism without the bourgeoisie. It wao.. 
later replaoed by the slogan of a "class alliance between the workers 
and peaaants". Behind this formula was oonoealed nothing but the 'nec-
essity of setting both these classes in motion for the Bolshevik 
polioy of seizing power. 

31. The temporary slogans under which these two classes determin-
ing for the Russian Revolution were' to be mobilized on the basis of 
their oontradiotory interests were ruthlessly subordinated to the 
one purpose of using the foroes of these olasses. In order to mobil-
ize the peasantry, the Bolsheviks as early as 1905 or thereabout? 
ooJr.od the slogan of "radioal expropriation of the landed proprie-
tors by the peaaants". This slogan oould be regarded from the peas-
ants ' standpoint as an invitation to divide the big estate's among 
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the email peaeanta. When the Mensheviks pointed out the reactionary 
oontent of the .Bolshevik agrarian alogana, Lenin informed them that 
the Bolsheviks had not in the leaat decided what waa to be done with 
the expropriated estatws. To regulate this matter would be the func-
tion of aocial-demooratio polioy when the situation aroae.The demand 
for expropriation of the large estates by the peasants waa thus of a 
demagogic oharaoter# but atruok the peasants on the dominant point 
of their interests. In like manner, the Bolsheviks have also dropped 
alogana among the workers, e.g. that of the aovieta. Determining for 
their taotio was merely the moaentary euoceea of a slogan whioh was 
by no means regarded ae an obligation of prj.noiple on the P^r^ of 
the party with respect to the maaaea, but aa a propagandists meana 
of a polioy having for ita final content the oonqueat of power by 
the organization. 

32. In the period 1906-14, Boleheviam developed,in the combination 
of legal with illegal aotivity, the taotio of "revolutionary parlia-
mentarism". This taotio was in aooord with the situation of the bour-
geois revolution in Ruaaia. With the aid of thiB taotic, it aucoeeded 
in linking the day-to-day guerilla warfare between the workers and 
Czariam, and between the peasants and Ozariam, into the great line of 
preparation for the bourgeois revolution under Russian oonditiona. In 
particular, eaoh etep in parliamentary aotivity on the part of the 
RuBBian aoolal demooraoy bore, in consequenoe of ozarist dictatorial 
policy, a bourgeofia-revolutionary oharaoter. In its taotio of mobil-
izing the two decisive classes of the Ru08J'^R?volu|l0^. ln-th® a I " 
tered situation between the revolution of 1905 down to the World War, 
this aim was further puraued and the Duma waa used aa a tribune for 
ita propaganda among the workere and peasants. 

VI. - Bolshevism and the Working OlaSB. 

33. Bolsheviam has aolved the historical problem of the bourgeois V 
revolution in feu&al-oapitaliat Russia with the aid of the proletar-
iat aa the aotive, fighting instrument. It has also appropriated the 
revolutionary theory of the working olass and transformed that theory 
to suit ita purpoees. "Marxiam-LeniniBm" ia not Ha*xism, but a fill-
ing of the Marxiat terminology adapted to the needs of the bourgeoia 
revolution in Ruasia with the aooial oontent of the Ruaaian Revolution, 
fhie theory beoomea, in the handa of th4 Bolahevika, and in spite of 
Its being a means of understanding the olaaa structure and tendencies 
of Russia, also the meana of veiling the actual olasa content of the 
Bolshevik revolution. Behind the Marxiat oonoepta and slogans ia con-
cealed the oontent of a bourgeoia revolution whioh had to be brought 
about,under the leaderahip of a revolutionary petty-bourgeois intel-
ligentsia, by the united assault of a socialiBtioally oriented prole-
tariat' and a peasantry tied to private property, against ozarist ab-
solutism, land—owning nobility and the bourgeoisie. 

34. The absolute olaim to leadership on the part of the revolution-
ary, petty-bourgeois and jacobinioal intelligentsia is concealed be-
hind the Bolshevik oonoeption of the role of the Party among the 
working class. The petty-bourgeois intelligentsia oould expand its 
organization into an aotive revolutionary weapon only on oondition 
o'f attracting and making use of proletarian foroes. It therefore 
called its jacobinioal party proletarian. The subordination of the 
fighting working class to the petty-bourgeois leadership was juati-
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fied by Bolsheviam on the theory of the "vanguard" of the proletar-
iat a theory whioh it extended in praotioe to the prinoiple that the 
party is the embodiment of the olass. The Party, that is, ia not an 
inatrument of the working-olass, but the working-olaes an instrument 
of the Party. 

35. The necessity for baaihg Bolehevik polioy on the two lower 
olasses of Russian sooiety is transcribed by Bolshevism into the 
formula of a "olass allianoe between therproletariat and the peasan-
try"—an allianoe in which logically antagonistic olass interests 
are oonscioualy lumped together. 

36. The demand for unconditional leadership of the peasantry is 
disguised by Bolshevism with the formula of the "primacy of the prole-
tariat in the revolution". As the proletariat in its turn is ruled by 
the Bolshevik Party, the "primaoy of the proletariat" meana the prim-
acy of the Bolshevik Party and ita olaim to governing both olasses. 

37. The Bolshevik pretention of seizing power with the support of 
two claaaeB finda ita higheet expreeeion in the Bolahevik oonoept of 
the "diotatorahip of the proletariat". In oonjunotion with the oon-
cept of the Party ae the absolute leader-organization of the olaaa, 
the formula of the proletarian dictatorship naturally meana maatery 
on the part of the jaooblnioal—bolshevik organization. Ita olass con-
tent is furthermore completely done away with by the bolshevik defin-
ition of the dictatorship of the proletariat as the "class allianoe 
between proletariat and peasantry under the primaoy of the proletar-
iat". (Stalin and the program of the Comintern." The Marxiat prinoi-
ple of the diotatorahip of the working olasa is thus diatorted by 
Bolahevlsm into the rule over two opposed olasses by the jaoobinlcbi 
party. 

38. The bourgeois oharaoter of the Bolshevik revolution is under-
scored by the Bolsheviks themselves in their revised slogan of the 
"people's revolution", i.e. the oommon struggle of different olaaBea 
of a people in one revolution. That ia the typical 8logan of every 
bourgeois revolution whioh behind a bourgeois leadership brings 
masses of petty-bourgeois peasants and proletarians into aotion for 
its own olaaa aims. 

39. In view of the organization'a struggle for power over the 
revolutionary olaaaea, every demooratio attitude of Bolshevism be-
oomes a mere taotioal ohess move. This has been proved particularly 
in the que3ti©n of workers' demooraoy in the soviets.The Leninist 
slogan of liaroh 1917, "all power to the eoviete", bore the typioal 
two-olaaa aspect of the Russian Revolution, for the soviets were the 
"councils of workers, peasants and soldiers" (i.e. again peasants'* 
Furthermore, the slogan was mere taotio. It was put forth by Lenin 
in the February revolution because it Beemed to assure the "peaceful" 
transition of oontrol from the aooial-revolutionary Menshevik coali-
tion to the Bolsheviks by the inoreaee of their influence in the 
soviets. When, after the July demonstration, the influence of thj 
Bolsheviks over the Boviets deolined, Lenin temporarily abandoned 
the soviet slogan and demanded the organization of other siugâ jd of 
insurrection by the Bolehevik Party. It was only when, as a result o 
the Kornilov Putaoh, the bolshevik influence in the soviets again 
sharply inoreaeed, that Lenin's party again took up the soviet slope 
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Sinoe the Bolsheviks regarded the soviets preponderantlŷ aŝ organs 
of insurrection insteadiof as organs of self-government of the wor 
king olass, they made it all too clear that to them the soviets wei\ 
only a tool by the aid of which their party oould take over the 
po««r̂  This has been demonstrated in general practice, not only by 
their organization of the soviet state after the conquest of power, 
but also in the speoial case of the bloody repression of tne Kron-
stadt rebellion. The peasant-oapitalist demands of this insurreotioi 
were granted by the NEP; its proletarian-democratic demands, however 
were drowned in working-olass blood. 

40$ The struggle over the content of the Russian soviets led, as 
early as 1930, to the formation of a genuine, though on the whole 
still weak, communist ourrent in the Party. The workers opposition 
(Utyanlkov) represented the idea of oarrying through soviet d3moc-
racy for the working-olass. Like all other serious oppositions of 
this nature, later on, it was eradicated by imprisonment, exile and 
military exeoution, but its platform remains as the historioal 
starting point for an independent, proletarian-oommunist movement 
against the Bolshevik regime. 

41. The attitude of the Bolsheviks toward the trade union question 
is likewise determined from the point of view of control and leader-
ship of the workers by the Bolshevik party. In Russia, the Bolsheui ku 
have oompletely taken away from the trade unions .their oharaoter pf 
labor organizations, by gOvernmentalizing and militarizing them by 
the oompulsory oharaoter imposed upon them after the oonquest of 
power. In the other oountries, the final result of the Bolshevik 
policy has been to protect the bureaucratic, reformist trade-union 
organizations, and instead of the breaking up of suoh organizations, 
the Bolsheviks have advooated the "oonquest" of their apparatus.They 
were bitter oppoaents of the idea of revolutionary, industrial organ-
izations beoause these latter embodied demooratio demooraoy. The Bol-
sheviks fought for the oonquest or renovation of organizations con-
trolled by the oentralistio bureaucracy, which they thought to rule 
from their own oommand posts. 

42. As a leader-movement of jaoobinloal dictatorship, Bolshevism 
in all its phases has consistently oombatted the idea of self-deter-
mination of the working olass and demanded the subordination of the 
proletariat to the bureauoratized organization. In the disoussion 
whioh took plaoe, prior to the war, on the question of organization 
within the Seoond International, Lenin was a violent and vindicative 
opponent of Rosa Luxemburg and supported himself outspokenly on the 
centrist Kautsky, who during and after the war, dearly revealed his 
polioy of class betrayal. Bolshevism had even then, as constantly 
since, proved that it not only has no understating of the question 
of developing the oonsoiousness and the olass organizations of the 
proletariat, but that it also oombats with all means all theoretioal 
and praotical attempts to defblop aotual olass organizations and 

nancies. 

VII. - Thfi Bolshevik Revolution. 

43. Bolaheviam has called the revolution of February the bourgeois 
revolution, and that of Ootober the proletarian revolution in order 
to be able to paae off its later regime as proletarian olass rule and 
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its eoonomio polioies aa socialism. The absurdity of this division 
of the revolution of 1917 beooraes olear merely from consideration of 
the fact that in that oase a development of seven months would have 
sufficed to oreate the eoonomio and social presuppositions for a 
proletarian revolution in a oountry which hed juet entered the pro- \ 
cess of its bourgeois revolution, i.e. simply to leap an eoonomio 
and eooial phase of development that would at least require deoades. i 
In reality, the revolution of 1917 id a quite unitary social prooesa 
of transformation, beginning with the oollap'se of Czarlem and at-
taining its climax with the victorious armed insurrection of the 
Bolsheviks on November 7th. This violent process of transformation 
is that of Russia's bourgeois revolution under the historically 
oreated, peduliar Russian conditions. 

44. In this prooess, the party of the revolutionary, jaooblnioal 
intelligentsia seized power on the two eooial waves of peasant and 
proletarian mass insurrection and created in the plaoe' of the shat-
tered governing triangle, Ozarism, nobility, bourgeoisie, the new 
governing triangle, bolshevism, peasantry, working olass. Just as 
the state appartus of Ozarism ruled independently over the two poss-
essing classes, so the new Bolshevik state apparatus began to make 
itself independent of its double class basis. Russia stepped out of 
the conditions, of ozarist absolutism into those of Bolshevik absolu-
tism. 

45. Bolshevik polioy attains, during the revolutionary period,its 
highest point in the way of embraoing and mastering the olasa foroes 
of the revolution. The acme of their revolutionary taotio la reaohed 
in the preparation and oarrying qut of the armed insurrection. The 
queatlon of the violent uprising became for the Bolsheviks a ques-
tion of an exact, thoroughly soheduled and planned military action, 
the head of whioh as well as its driving and controlling force was 
the Bolshevik Party with its military formations# Oonoeption, prepar-
ation and execution of the armed insurrotion by the Bolsheviks bear 
the obvious stamp of the jaoobinioal oonsDiraoy, (in the Russian 
Revolution again the only possible policy) that is, of insurrection 
under the peculiar oonditions of oarrying through the bourgeois rev-
olution against the bourgeoisie. 

46. The inner oharaoter of the Bolshevik revolution as a bourgeois 
revolution reveale Itself in its eoonomio slogans. To the peasant 
masses, the Bolsheviks represented the violent expropriation of the 
large estates by the spontaneous aotlon of the land-hungry small 
peasantry. They perfeotly expressed in their agrarian praotioe and 
slogans (Peaoe and Land) the interests of the peasants fighting for 
the seourity of small private property, henoe on capitalistic llnea, 
and were thus, on the agrarian question, ruthless ohampions of small-
oapitalist, hence not soolallat-proletarian interests against feudal 
and capitalist landed property. 

47. Nor with regard to the workers were the eoonomio demands of 
the Bo-lshevik revolution filled with a sooialitt content. Lenin on 
several oooasions repelled with dlstinot sharpness the Menshevik 
oriticiem that Bolehvlem represented a Utopian polioy of BoolalJza-
tion of production in a oountry not yet ripe for it. The Bolsheviks 
declared that in the revolution it was not at all "a question of soo-» 
ialization of produotion, but oontiol of production by the worker 
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The .log.n Of control ?J Pr*««.n pr, 
capitalism a# a foroe :fox of expiration. The boa: 
duotion, but depriving it roVolutlon and the Bolshevik aelf-
geois oharaoter of the Bolehevik, character, as opposed to the 
roetrlotion to thla „?°°So ovsrttirow of 1917, oould not be 

0?8«lj this .logon of oontrol of produotlon. 

40. The elemental foroe of the £ > £ ZnShUe 
and the sabotage of the farther into taking,Over the 
drove the Bolshevik ind}j"tfjj1n52 °Jornmental bureauoraoy.The state 
industrial enterprises by the ne ,g «eXi,0d of war communiem, al-eoonomy whioh at first, throughout geperioa ox L e n l n 

as BfiSliit l« i produot of the 8talini«t era. 

49. Lenin hlm.elf had, how.ver n ^ o t h e r J » 
of soc ia l i za t ion of Qerman war eoonomy and the pos ta l duoted s t a t e eoonomy. To him the German l 2 a t l o n i # e , eoonomio 
service were i l l u s t r a t i o n , of MOMIg o e n t r a l i s t l o a l l y 

-organization of a;i M W g k ] . Jhe teohnioal , not the p r o l e t a f -
oontrol led from ^ o v e . !Be p r 0 blem. Lenin likewise based 
lan, sooia l side of the soo la l i za t P . Q n t h e 0 0noepts of so-
himeelf, and with him Bolshevism, in genera , l n h l # - r i n _ 
o i a l i s a t i o n propounded by the o e n t r a completely or-
anoe Capi tal" had eke tohedan_ i Jea l ized p l a l l 2 l n g production, 
ganlzed oapi ta l ism. The a o t u a l p r o b l e m i n s organization of i . e . tfce taking over of the en te rp r i ses and the organisat ion « ^ 
eoonomy through the working olaes and i t . i t by. I t had to be 
shop counoiis; Bolshevism has completely p < < nn nt f r aa and 
JaaSeS S? bemuse the Marxist " e a of the associa t ion a 
equal produoers i s d l r eo t ly opposed *° ***. d i d n o t pptaess the so-
jaooblnioal organisat ion, and beoause :RUSBJooialism. The soc ia l i ze -
oia l and eoonomio condit ions necessary for so . . m m i t a l i s t 
u £ concept of the Bolsheviks i s therefore 1 l £ £ i 8 t 

eoonomy taken over by the Sta te and di rec ted from the ° j j e i a a ana 
from above by i t s buxeauoxaoyf The Bolshevik socialism 
ganized oapi ta l ism. 

VIII. - Bolshevik Internatlftntf-ian an^ thg 

50. During the World *<tr, the Bol.hevU. represented » o™6letent-
ly international standpoint under, the slogan Oo:nJ®*tHalTel »• con-
war into oivil war" and had apparently *?®??lilmwas 11 
sistent Marxists. But their revolutionary internatio^ism wa* 
much determined by «ieir taotio in the Joggle for the Rueeian Re o 
lution as was later their swing to the KIP. fheappeal to the into 
national proletariat was only one side of a pol : lJ? d a war 
international support of the Russian revolution. The other side war 
the oolioy propaganda of "national self-determination 
the olass outlook was even more definitely j j o r i f l o j d 
oonoept of "̂ people's revolution", in favor of an appeal to all 
classes of certain peoples. 

51. This double-faoed "two-olass Internationalism"'of the Bole1 
y,iks corresponded to the international situation of Russia and 01 
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revolut ion. Russia stands between the two oenters of the imper ia l i s t 
world system, geographically and eooiologioal ly . In Russia, where 
the aot ive imper ia l i s t and the passive colonial tendencies met, the 
svstem oollapsed. The react ionary c lasses of Russia were lnoosqpetent 
to put i t together again, as t he i r deoislve defeat in the lorn i lov 
Putsch and l a t e r In the o i v i l war has proved. The only rea l danger 
threatening the Russian revolut ion was that of Imperia l is t interven-
t ion . Only mi l i ta ry invasion on the par t of imper ia l i s t oap i ta l 
oould s t r i k e down Bolshevism and r e s to re Ozarlsm - the old realms 
whioh had been b u i l t in to the world system of imper ia l i s t exploi ta-
t ion both as an instrument and as material at the same time.The prob-
lem of aotive defenss of Bolshevism against world imperialism oonr 
s i s t ed , t he re fo re . In oounter-at taoking in the imper ia l i s t center* 
of pow§r. This was brought about through ths two-sided in te rna t iona l 
polioy of Bolshevism. 
53. With the standpoint of the in te rna t iona l p ro l e t a r i an revolu-
t ion , Bolshevism propagated aa In te rna l attaok by the in te rna t iona l 
p r o l e t a r i a t on the oenter of world imperialism in the highly develop-
ed c a p i t a l i s t oountr ies . With the polioy of "the r ight to nat ional 
se l f -determinat ion" Bolshevism propagated an at taok by the oppres»«l 
peasant peoples of the Far East on the oolonial oenter of world im-
per ia l ism. In a double-phased in te rna t iona l polioy adjusted to t r e -
mendous perspect ives , Bolshevism attempted to lengthen the p ro l e t a r -
ian peasant arms of i t s revolut ion in to the in te rna t iona l 
etretohes of world oapital ism. 
53. The pos i t ion of Bolshevism on the "nat ional question" i s pxao-
t l o a l , henoe not merely an expedient of the bourgeois revolut ion of 
i t s own oountry, - a revolution whioh wished to s t r i k e Ozarism with 
the aid of the na t ional lne t inots of the oppressed peasant elements, 
and n a t i o n a l i t i e s of the Russian Impire. I t is* a t the same t ime,the 
peasant in ternat ional ism of a bourgeois revolut ion whioh was aooo«>-
pllshed in the age of world imperialism and whioh oould hold out in 
the meshes of the imper ia l i s t net only with the aid of an interna^ 
t iona l ly oriented and aotlvated oounter-polioy. 

54. As instrumente of Bolshevist leadership for t h i s polioy of 
In ternat ional support for the bourgeois revolut ion accomplished on 
Russian s o i l , Bolshevism attsmpted to oxeate two in te rna t iona l ox-, 
ganizat ions: the Thixd Intexnational to mobilise the woxkexs of the 
highly developed c a p i t a l i s t oountxiee, and the Peasant In te rna t iona l 
as an organization fo r Bolshevik mobilization of the o r i en ta l peas-
ant peoples. As the f i n a l guiding thought of t h i s in te rna t iona l 
double-olaae polioy there appeared the Idea of the world revolut ion, 
in whioh the in te rna t iona l iIuxopean-Amexloan) p ro le t a r i an revolut ion 
and the national (mainly Oriental) peasant revolut ion were to be 
r iveted into a new in te rna t iona l uni ty of bolshevik world pol lor 
under the e t r i o t leadership of Mosoow. Thus the oonoept of "world 
revolution" has for the Bolsheviks an altogethex d i f fexen t olass oon«-
t e n t . I t no.longer has anything in oottnon with the intexnat ional 
p ro le ta r i an revolut ion. 

55. The in te rna t iona l polioy of Bolehevism was thus dlreoted to 
repeating the Rueslan Revolution on a world soale by slosaltaneous 
u t i l i z a t i o n of • the p ro le t a r i an and the peasant-bourgeois revofcut190s 
and thereby making the leadership of the Bolshevik party of Ruesia 
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t h e oommander of a worla bolalxevik system of coup l ing t o g e t h e r the 
oommunie t -p ro le ta r idn and p a a e a n t - o a p i t a l i B t i n t e r e s t s . This po l i cy 
was i n s o f a r p o s i t i v e as i t has p r o t e c t e d the Bolshevik S t a t e from im-
p e r i a l i s t i nvas ion by o o n t i n u a l l y d i s q u i e t i n g the c a p i t a l i s t S t a t e s , 
and t h o i t b y has g iven i t t ime to. b u i l d i t s e l f g r a d u a l l y i n t o the 
world i m p c r l u l l y t fjyct^m aga in by t h e c a p i t a l i s t metnods of oommer-
c i a l rel<?.c ion&, doonoraio agreements and non -ag re s s ion p a c t s . I t has 
g iven Russ ia the ortpor-canity f o r an unhindered n a t i o n a l b u i l d i n g up 
and ex ten t ' , .u JI i t s own i n t e r n a l p o s i t i o h . The t w o - f r o n t po l ioy of 
Bolshevism r;-as n c ^ a t i v * in t h a t on bo th s i d e s the a t tempt to car ry 
over t h e a c t i v e bulsheviL. p o l i c i e s onto a world s c a l e has o o l l a p s e d . 
The experiment o: the Pas san t I n t e r n a t i o n a l has ooi rp le te ly broken 
down with the d o f e a t of b o l s h e v i k po l ioy in China. The i h i r d I n t e r -
n a t i o n a l , a f t e r the p i t i f u l c o l l a p s e of the Communist P a r t y of Ger-
many, i s no longer a f a c t o r in bo lshevik^wor ld p o l i c y . T..e g i g a n t i c 
a t to-apt to t r a n s p l a n t tho b o l s h e v i k po l i cy of Rus s i a i n -o world r e -
l a t i o n s "is h i s t o r i c a l l y a f a i l u r e , and proves t h e n a t i o n a l , Russ ian 
l i m i t a t i o n s of Dolsheviym. At any r a t s , the b o l s h e v i k experiment in 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l MEBHt^olitlk has a f f o r d e d t ime and spaoe f o r the r e -
t r e a t of Bclshe;"i?m onto 3 t s n a t i o n a l (Russian) p o s i t i o n and f o r the 
oonvers ion t o c a p i t a l i s t - i m p e r i a l i s t methods of i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i c y . 
T h e o r e t i c a l l y , t h i s r e t r e a t found i t s exp res s ion in the formula so-
c i a l i s m in one oountry1 1 , thereby removing the i n t e r n a t i o n a l t i e s 
from the concept of " soc ia l i sm" a f t e r the Russ ian economic p r a o t i o e 
had a l r eady robbed i t of i t s p r o l e t a r i a n c l a s s con ten t and turned i t 
In to a d i s g u i s e of s t a t e — c a p i t a l i s t t endenc ie s found as wel l i n r e -
formism and i n p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s f a so i sm. 

56, A c t u a l l y , i t i s u n e s s e n t i a l , now t h a t we have the r e s u l t s of 
15 years of t h e b o l s h e v i s t 8 t a t e and of the b o l s h e v i s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
whether Lenin a t or b e f o r e the founding of t h e Comintern had or had 
not a d i f f e r e n t i dea about the e f f e c t of t h i s b o l s h e v i s t i n t e r n a t i o n -
a l . In p r a c t i o e , Bolshevism wi th i t s ooncept of t h e " r i g h t to n a t i o n -
al s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " has developed the t e n d e n c i e s to a wor ld -bo l -
ahevlk M a c h t p o l l t i k . I t has alBO, through the Comintern, d e c i s i v e l y 
con t r ibu ted t o t h e r e s u l t t h a t t h e European p r o l e t a r i a t was unable t o 
r i s e to the he igh t of r e v o l u t i o n a r y communist i n s i g h t and ins tead r e -
mained stuok in the mud of r e f o r m i s t oonoepts rev ived by Bolshevism 
and decora ted with r e v o l u t i o n a r y p h r a s e s . Thus i t has come about thac 
the oonuept of the "Russian Fa the r l and" has become the oorners tone of 
the whole po l ioy of the b o l s h e v i k p a r t i e s , whereas f o r p r o l e t a r i a n 
oommunism the i n t e r n a t i o n a l ' w o r k i n g o l a s s s t ands a t the oen te r of a l l 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r i e n t a t i o n . 

IX. - 8 t a t e Bolshevism and the Comintern. 

57, The e s t ab l i shmen t of t h e 8ov ie t S t a t e was the es tab l i shment of 
the r u l e of t h e p a - t y of bo l shev ik-Maohiave l l i sm. The s o c i o l o g i c a l 
b a s i s of t h i s s t a t d power, made independent of i t s suppor t ing o l a s s o t 
and c r e a t i n g the new s o o l a l element of the b o l s h e v i s t bureauoraoy,was 
composod of the P.'.seian p r o l e t a r i a t and p e a s a n t r y . The p r o l e t a r i a t , 
enohained with t h e m«t:.ode c i compulsory membership in the t r a d e 
unions and oho t e r r o r i s e oi! t h o To'neka, formed t h e b a s i s of the b o l -
s h e v i s t i c , burH£u-;rfitioali.7 c. aduoted s t a t e economy. The peasan t ry 
conoo/Jog end s t i l l concea ls i.i i t 3 ranks t h e p r i v a t e c a p i t a l i s t t e n -
denoiee of tha ' : eoonomy. The Sovie t S t a t e i n i t s inner po l ioy was 
o o n t i n u a l l y be ing t o s s e d back and f o r t h between t h e two t e n d e n c i e s . 
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I t has a t tempted t o master them through v i o l e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l meth-
ods suoh as the f i v e - y e a r p lan p o l i o y and oompuleory o o l l e o t l y l z a t l o n 
In p r a o t i o e , however, i t has only inc reased t h e eoonomio d i f f i c u l t i e s 
to the danger p o i n t of an exp los ion of the eoonomio oontradiot tozm-bjr 
t h e i n t o l e r a b l e o v e r t e n s l o n i n g of t h e f o r o e s of the workers and peas -
a n t e . The experiment i n b u r e a u o r a t i o a l l y planned s t a t e eoonomy can by 
no means be denoted as a complete suooess . The g r e a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
oataolysms t h r e a t e n i n g Russ ia a r e bound t o lnoreaee the o o n t r a d l o -
t i o n s of i t s eoonomio eystem t i l l they become i n t o l e r a b l e and may 
enormously h a s t e n the c o l l a p s e of the h i t h e r t o g i g a n t i c eoonomio ex-
p e r i m e n t . 

58. The inner o h a r a o t e r of Russ ian eoonomy i s determined by the 
f o l l o w i n g o l roumstanoes : i t r e s t s on the founda t i on of commodity 
p roduo t ion i i t i s conducted aooording to the v iewpoints of c a p i t a l -
i s t p r o f i t a b i l i t y ; i t r e v e a l s a deo i aed ly c a p i t a l i s t system of wages 
and speed-up; i t has c a r r i e d the r e f i n e m e n t s of c a p i t a l i s t r a t i o n a l -
i z a t i o n t o the utmost l i m i t s . B o l s h e v i s t eoonomy i s s t a t e produotloQ 
with o a p i t a l i s t i o methods. 

59. This s t a t e form of p roduc t ion a l eo produoes su rp lus va lue , 
which i s squeezed out of the workers In f u l l e s t measure. The Russian 
S t a t e does no t , t o be su re , r e v e a l any p l a s s of people who ind iv idu -
a l l y and d i r e c t l y a re the b e n e f i c i a r i e s of the s u r p l u s - v a l u e produc-
t i o n , but i t pookets t h i s s u r p l u s va lue through the b u r e a u c r a t l o , 
p a r a s i t i o a l a p p a r a t u s aB a whole. In a d d i t i o n to i t s own q u i t e c o s t l y 
maintenance, the s u r p l u s value produced serves <or the expansion of 
p roduo t ion , the suppor t of the peasan t o l a s s and as a means of s e t t l e -
ment f o r t h e f o r e i g n o b l i g a t i o n s of t h e S t a t e . So t h a t , in a d d i t i o n 
to the eoonomioally p a r a s i t i o a l element of t h e r u l i n g bureauoraoy, 
the Russian p e a s a n t s , as a d i s t i n c t p a r t of i n t e r n a t i o n a l o a p i t a l , a r e 
the b e n e f l o i a r i e s of t h e su rp lus va lue produced by t h e Russian wor-
k e r s . The Russ ian s t a t e eoonomy i s t he r e fo r e , p r o f i t prodviotlon and 
e x p l o i t a t i o n . ecDnopy. I t i s s t a t e c a p i t a l i s m under the h i s t o r i c a l l y 
unique c o n d i t i o n s of t h e bo lshev ik regime, and accord ing ly r e p r e s e n t e 
a d i f f e r e n t and more advanced type of c a p i t a l i s t p roduot ion than eveb 
the g r e a t e s t and most advanoed o o u n t r i e s have t o show. 

60. The f o r e i g n p o l i o y of t h e Sovie t Uniqn has been subord ina ted 
to the p o i n t of view of s ecu r ing the p o s i t i o n of t h e Bo l shev i s t P a r t y 
and of the s t a t e a p p a r a t u s whioh i t o o n t r o l s . Eoonomioally, the Rus-
s i a n government fought f o r suppor t of i t s i n d u s t r i a l oon t ruo t l on , 
whioh was pushed forward with the g r e a t e s t e x e r t i o n s . The i s o l a t i o n 
of Sov ie t R u s s i a ' s economy led to a s t renuous po l ioy of doing away 
with the oompuleory au ta rchy while main ta in ing oon t ro l of tne f o r e i g n 
t r a d e monopoly. Commeroial t r e a t i e s , oonoeeelonnai re agreements , as 
well as ex tens ive c r e d i t ar rangements , r e e s t a b l i s h e d the bond of Rus-
s i a n s t a t e eoonomy with c a p i t a l i s t world p roduo t ion and i t s marketp, 
i n t o whioh Russ ia en te red p a r t l y as a oour ted customer and p a r t l y aB 
a keen oompet i to r . On t h e o ther hand, the po l ioy of eoonomio at taofa-
ment to world o a p l t a l oompelled t h e sov ie t government t o c u l t i v a t e 
f r i e n d l y and p e a c e f u l r e l a t i o n s with the c a p i t a l i s t powers. The p r i n -
c i p l e s of a b o l s h e v i s t world p o l i o y , where they were s t i l l p ropagated , 
were o p p o r t u n l s t i o a l ly subord ina ted to the b a r e oommerolal t r e a t y . T h e 
e n t i r e f o r e i g n po l ioy of t n e Russian government took on the stamp of 
a t y p i o a l l y c a p i t a l i s t diplomaoy and thus , In the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Sphere, d e f i n i t e l y t o r e b o l s h e v i s t theory loose from b o l s h e v i s t p a o -
t l o e . 
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61. in the o e n t u r o f t h e f o r ^ g n p r o p a g ^ r f u ^ ^ ^ S a ' a ™ ! ! ? 1 " 
shevism plaoed the thesis of lmpe - ln the least with the 
Union" though euch a phrase did ̂  of- lnterest8 and their 
complicated lines of °??^ted to mobilize the inter-
oontinually changing groupings. It a P ^ through a partly 

S J i ; ! f . n ! S j a t p S S - S S . S S . ^ h P e o £ / - ^ 8 f 8 ? t f e a 1 r t o ! S e w 0 i ? S n i n t d 

ie t Union. 
62. o The oppo s i t i one bet we en Vp® QP^anda&of the Comintern" 
powers led to the ideological " J t

p ^ 0 U . 8 . 8 . R . " P r o t e o t 
under the slogans: n ^ ^ t ° ^ a J 0 ^ ^ 8 ; e J e p^sen ted irith these op-the Soviet Union". In that the ^orsere wo* v p o l i o y , they 
posit ions as the only and d e t e r ° ^ J " § t ° ? ® t 0 t h e aotual r e a l i t i e s of 
were prevented from gaining " J . ^ J n t s of the communist part ies be-
International po l i t i o s . T^® ^ l l n d Lid opportunistic defenders of 
oame, before everything e 1 ? 0 ' of the faot that the So-
the Soviet Union and were kept J n

f ^ f ? ° J ^ K e d faotor in imperialist viet Union had long ago beoome a fu l l - f l eagec iauw* 
world po l i t i o s . 
63. The continual ory of alar* a h o u t ^ i m * i n e n t ^ . a r 
blned imperialist powers against the . *, •, l t a _4-a^ion 0f labor and po l i t i c s for jus t i fy ing the i n ^ n s i n e d mil i tar izat iontOi ^ ^ 
the increased pressure on the ^ s i a n p a W 8 t l n t e r e s t In the 
however, the Soviet Un*°A h | £ "J? ,??" y conf l ic t with other States, 
unconditional avoidance of any mili tary J--,*-,*,. internally in lararo The existence of the ^ l ^ e v l k g o v e ^ e n t ^ e p j n d ^ l n t e r n a l l y I n ^ a r . o 
measure on the avoidanoe of a l l volutionary. Therefore the Com-politics, both military as »eU as revoluUonaiy.^nereior ^ 
Intern has in praotioe, in ®*y*^f°® b o t f t „ e 0f jy.1 r e a l revolutionary 
propaganda, carried on a PPl*°y ®* " 5 S u S s t par t ies somewhat openly 
p ro le ta r ian development and in the f P. Soviet Union must 

sure, employed strong gestures against imperialist p<owe s-.i'r-srs-s.-jsyg 
same point of time is, oonversely, a proof Jhe imperial p 
era within the bounds of their polioy of opposing interests, 

S S S 3 a » ^ ^ ! « 2 
io re la t ions with I t a l i an fascism and H « I o r 
Union appears as a r e l i ab le eoonomlo, and Jenoe «^8® P®*"*®41' u p^ 
port of the-most reactionary f a s c i s t dic ta torships in Europe. 

64. The policy of unconditional understanding of the J " h 

oapi tal ia t and imperial ist States has not only fo°no®J° gSJS t HniSnifl ie i t merely an eipresslon of mil i tary i n f e r i o r i t y . The Soviet talon*a 
"peaoe polioy" i s , ra ther , quite decisively guaranteed by the^lnner 
si tuation of Bolshevism. I t s exlstenoe as an independent s ta te power 
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iaDenda on its suooess in maintaining an equilibrium betwaan the dam-
i S t S wSklSJ class and the peasantry. In .pit. of the Progress 
nade in industrializing the country, the - trxti* ̂ l̂irssKf'Ssî sri™1 "̂! ̂  =;i>T?n; 
deoision about the feeding of the oountry. Seoondly, < 
tinn has strengthened not only the eoonomlo, but also the political 
noSar ?f ?heSSa.Intry which ae before is still fighting for privat, 
capitalist interest.. (For "collectivization" in Russia mean, a ool» 
leotlve union of privately owning P«asantetlibStiSS T i n t h T t h i ^ 

l l ^ ^ L r t h T i i S S S l S ' S ^ S i J t r J Souldlorm 
the oonditions' for a renewed and violent Peasant "3oiitifnibvtthi# 
bolshevist system; just as, on the other hand, a revolution by th. 
European proletariat would al.o make probable an open jj 
the Russian worker.. On the.. M W S ' l»TltfS between the Soviet government and the imperialist power, l. a iir# 
necessity of bolshevist absolutism. 

65 The Comintern I t se l f has become a tool for the misuse of tfc. 
in ternat ional working class for t h . °pp° rJuni«* o* njtilonki 
g lor i f loa t ion and the International .eour i ty policy or the Rus . ia^^ 
I t a t e . I t arose, In i t s extra-Ru..ian p a r t . , from °®"*jjf£« **•" . 
olutionary cadres of the European p r o l e t a r i a t . By u t i l i . i M t i e 
thori ty of the bolshevik revolution, the 
and tac t io of Bolshevism was forced upon t h . J®"*®***® Ixlo^T 
eost b ru ta l i ty and without regard for immediate f P l i t s . The J*J®*-
tive oommittee (E.O.C.I.T - another tool of the leadership of Rus-
a i a ' s governmental bureauoraoy - was mad. the J ^ o l u t . 
a l l oommunist par t ies and their polioy was completely out loose f ro* 
the aotual revolutionary i n t e r e s t , of the international workingolam.. 
Revolutionary phraee. and re .o lu t ion . •f r7®d *• * J*®** *®f . 
oounter-revolutionary polioy of the Comintern and i t . partiee,which 
In their bolshevik manner beoame as adept in working o^a. . betrayal 
and unrestrained demagogy as the .ooial-demooratio par t ies had teen. 
Just as reformism went down, ln the h i . t o r i oa l .«n««, on the fusion 
of i t s apparatus with oapitalism, so the Comintern . u f f . r ed .hipwreoi 
by the conneotlon, through i t . apparatus, with the oap i t a l i . t polioy 
Of the Soviet Union. 

• *« - Bolshevism ftnfl IgUOflfc W . 
66. Bolshevism, in prinolple, taotio and organisation, i. a move-
ment and method of the bourgeoi. revolution ln a preponderantly P«M~ 
ant oountry. It brought the •ooiali.tioally oriented proletariat and 
the capitalistloally oriented peasantry to a revolutionary uprising, 
under the diotatorlal leadership of the jaoobinioal intelligentsia, 
against the absolutist 8tate, feudalism and the bourgeoisie, for t£s 
purpose of smashing feudal-oapitalistio absolutism, and, ln a great 
strategy of turning everything to advantage, joined together the op-
posed. proletarian end peasant olaas-interests with the aid of ia-
slght into the JI-'R character of the law. of .oolal development. 

67. Boiehevisus •-& therefore not only unMrvioeable a. a dir.otiv. 
for the revolutionary polioy of the international proletariat, but 
is one of ite heaviest and most dangerous impediments. The struggle 
against the bolshevik ideology, against the bolshevik praotioe. and 
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henoe a g a i n s t a l l groupa eeeking t o anohor then anew i n t h e p r o l e t a r -
i a t i i one of t h e f i r e t t a s k s i n t h e s t r u g g l e f o r t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
r e o r i e n t a t i o n of t h e working o l a e e . P r o l e t a r i a n p o j j o j 1 

oped only from t h e p r o l e t a r i a n o l a e e ground and wi th t h e methods and 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l f o rne adapted t h e r e t o . 

WAT'3 BEHIND THE "NEW DEAL"? 

The New Deal la no ha rb inge r of a "new s o c i a l o r d e r " , nor l e i t s 
a p o s t l e , F r ank l in Delano Roosevel t , s e l f - p r o c l a i m e d Messiah f o r the 
" f o r g o t t e n man", the r e a l l y u n s e l f l e h and p u b l l e - a p i r i t e d i n d i v i d u a l 
he i s p o r t r a y e d . 

R o o s e v e l t ' s e l e c t i o n was engineered, J u s t l i k e a l l o t h e r previous 
e l e c t i o n s , by a group of i n d i v i d u a l s whose eoonomlc i n t e r e s t s r e -
qu i red urgent governmental a i d . 

The f a l l of 1932 saw the oomplete o o l l a p s e of Amerloan i ndus t ry and 
a r i s i n g t i d e of a g r a r i a n d l s o o n t e n t . The c u r r e n t occupant of the 
White House/] Herber t Hoover, p laced t h e r e by the Morgan and Mellon 
f i n a n c i a l I n t e r e s t s , appeared t o t a l l y o b l i v i o u s to t h e de spe ra t e 
a t r a l t e of t pe se two groups . I t was only n a t u r a l t h a t t h e s e groups 
should s t r i y i f o r t h a t p o l i t i o a l power In t h e coming e l e c t i o n which 
would enable ' them t o pass b e n e f i c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n f o r themselves . 

Why was Roosevelt s e l e o t e d to " l ead" t h e count ry out of eoonomlc 
chaos? Not only becauss he had caught the n a t i o n ' s a t t e n t i o n as a 
much a d v e r t i s e d " l i b e r a l " p o l i t i c i a n , but even more so because h i s 
own economic i n t e r e s t s were i d e n t i c a l with t h o s e of the group push-
ing h i s candidacy . 

James Roosevel t , f a t h e r of Frank l in D., one- t ime^ vfcre-pres i dent of 
the Delaware & Hudson R.R., accumulated such a , t remendous f o r t u n e in 
r a i l r o a d o rgan iza t ion* , both down South fo l l owing the C i v i l War, and 
in the East , t h a t - t t e was cons ide red one of the f i v e r i c h e s t men in 
New York C i t y . Although young Frank l in D-, had expressed a d e s i r e to 
e n t e r t h e Navy, t h e e l d e r Roosevelt persuaded him to s tudy law i n -
s t ead and thus b e t t e r equip himself f o r the u l t i m a t e management of 
t h e e a t e n s l v e Roosevelt h o l d i n g s . Following g radua t ion from Harvard 
and Columbia Law School, Roosevelt en t e r ed the o f f i o e s of the beat 
e s t a b l i s h e d f i rm of management lawyers In New York C i t y . While In 
t h e i r employ, he d i r e c t e d t h e a f f a i r s of the huge Aator e s t a t e , and 
thereby e s t a b l i s h e d a very c lo se f r i e n d s h i p with William Vincent 
Aator, one of th9 c o u n t r y ' s most i n f l u e n t i a l I n d u s t r i a l i s t s and ban-
k e r s . In a s p i r i t of fun, Roosevelt then e n t e r e d p o l i t i c s . Running 

s i o r t h e s t a t e Senate on t h e Democratic t l o k e t , he s u r p r i s e d everyone 
py c a p t u r i n g t h e o f f i c e . No sooner was he sea ted , than Roosevelt , the 
yfcomparatlvely unknown, drew n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n to h imsel f by l ead ing 

/ a n o p p o s i t i o n to t h e Tammany nomination f o r U . S . s e n a t o r ( I n those 
/ days, 1911, they were e l e c t e d by the s t a t e l e g i a l a t u r e ) • Thus he 

/ gained through t i l s one ac t t h a t unfounded r e p u t a t i o n f o r u n s e l f i s h 
( devot ion to t h e p e o p l e ' s i n t e r e s t s t h a t has sndured to t h i s day.Next 

•Roosevelt boosted Woodrow Wilson f o r t h e Democratic p r e s i d e n t i a l 
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nominat ion in 1912, stumping f o r him uf te rwarda dur ing t h e , s u c c e a s f u l 
e l e c t i o n campaign- As a reward, Wilson appointed him A s s i s t a n t Secre-
t a ry of the Navy. Roosevelt spent seven yeara In t h l a p o a i t l o n . S e v e r -
a l montha ago, the Admln i s t r a t ion p u b l i c i t y agenclea made much of the 
S t a t e depa r tmen t ' s o rde r removing the U.S.Marines who had been s t a -
t i oned in San Domingo ( H a i t i ) . They d i s c r e e t l y neg l ec t ed to mention 
t h a t i t was t h i e sume Frank l in D. Roosevelt who sent them t h e r e in 
1913 in h i e f i r a t o f f i c i a l act aa A a s i s t a n t Sec re ta ry o s t e n s i b l y to 
p r o t e c t American l i v e s , a c t u a l l y to p r o t e c t American investments , 
Astor I n t e r e s t s among o t h e r s ! During t h e summer and f a l l of 1915,our 
p e a c e - l o v i n g Ass t . S e c r e t a r y of the Navy began p repar ing the Navy 
f o r e v e n t u a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n In the World War, two yeara b e f o r e our ac-
t u a l en t ry1 In a d d i t i o n , he developed a g i f t f o r o r a t o r y and began to 
advocate p u b l i c l y f o r a much l a r g e r Navy. This miss ionary work waa 
l a r g e l y i n s t r u m e n t a l in caus ing P r e s i d e n t Wilson to sponsor the l a r -
geat jNavy a p p r o p r i a t i o n b i l l up to t h a t t ime . Paased in 1916, i t 
p rovided an a p p r o p r i a t i o n of $320, 00Q r000 f o r naval expansion. 

A f t e r America.was propagandized in to the war, t hanks to paid Allied 
propaganda plus the h-elp tendered by American f i n a n c i a l i n t e r e s t * , 
(J ^ .Morgan &. Co.) and young J ingo ' ia ta of the Rooaevelt type, our 
hero proved himself q u i t e capab le . Rooaevelt Invented the "Macy Botir^" 
the f i r a t governmental war labor board, which coord ina ted wagep In \ 
every p a r t of the coun t ry . The Na t iona l War Labor Board developed 
f r o m . t h i s . Thla l a t t e r Board ahowed i t a regard f o r Labor by forbl ri-
ding a l l s t r i k e s f o r the t e rmina t ion of the war. Rooaevelt a l i o s e r -
ved as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Navy on the War Labor P o l l c l e a Board, 
charged with working out labor p o l l c l e a . In hia Rapaci ty as Navy l a -
bor expe r t , Roosevelt helped " a r b i t r a t e " l abor d i s p u t e s p e r t a i n i n g t o 
the Navy c o n s t r u c t i o n y a r d s . This work brought him i n t o con tac ; with 
var ious American Fede ra t ion of Labor o f f i c l a l s > "ho a l l displayed 
g rea t p a t r i o t i s m and extreme reaaonableness in t h e i r dea l ings . 

The g r e a t e s t of t h e s e p a t r i o t s and t h e most reasonable in h la demands 
was the v i c e - p r e s i d e n t o f , t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Assoc ia t ion o f . M a c h l n l s t a . 
Roosevelt never f o r g o t the favors he rece ived from t h i s o f f i c i a l , and 
so when the C.C.C. was I n s t i t u t e d l a a t y e a r , a t i t s head was placed 
t h i s a t e r l l n g p a t r i o t , Robert Fechner. 

A f t e r he lp ing to win tne war to "make the World Safe f o r Democracy". 
Rooaevelt r e tu rned to c i v i l i a n l i f e , resuming hia law p r a c t i c e . At 
Al f red E. Smi th ' s behe8t , he r een te red p o l l t l c a , ga in ing the govef-
norah ip of New York In 1928, and again In '30- During t h l a period, 
the Governor d iacovered he poaaeaaed a remarkable radio voice, , f o r a 
p o l i t i c i a n . From auch humble beginninga sprang t h a t g rea t American 
I n s t i t u t i o n : I n t ima te F i r e s i d e Chata With The P rea l ^en t (through the 
cour t e sy of both b r o a d c a s t i n g sys tems) . 

His a d m i n i s t r a t i o n as governor, i n s p i t e of p ress -agency tc the Con-
t r a r y , shows no b e n e f i t s f o r l a b o r . The l e g i s l a t i o n to whloh Rooae-
ve l t p o i n t s with g r e a t e s t p r ide as a boon to labor , The New Tork 
S t a t e Old Age Pension Act, d o e s n ' t b e n e f i t l abo r a t a l l . Not only 
must a p p l i c a n t s bo 70 yea re or over, ( s u r e l y no h e l p to moat workera 
who never reach 60, l e t a lone 70 becau8e of modern working cond i t ions 
but the prooee.dure i s so loaded with r e d - t a p e t h a t r e a l l y needy i n d i -
v idua l s without money f o r l e g a l a id oan ha rd ly hope to aacure i t s 
©*»agre banef i t . a . 
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Roosevelt i s not t h e only member of h i s fami ly with ex tens ive r a i l -
road h o l d i n g s . His f i r s t couain on h i s mo the r ' s s l 5 e , Lyman Delano, 
i s today Chairman of t h e board of d i r e c t o r s of t h e A t l a n t i c Coast 
Line R.R.Co., the L o u i s v i l l e & Nashv i l l e , and has an i n t e r e s t in man> 
o t h e r s . Other r e l a t i v e s are J . J . P e l l e y , r e c e n t l y res igned p r e s i d e n t 
of t h e New York, New Haven Sc H a r t f o r d R.R., and a sha r eho lde r in 
o t n e r s ; and Mr. Curry of t h e Union P a c i f i c . R o o s e v e l t ' s t h r e e moat 
I n t ima te f r i e n d s are l i kewise i n d u s t r i a l i s t s with huge r a i l r o a d hold-
i n g s . The a forement ioned Vincent Astor , bes ides e x t e n s i v e I n t e r e s t s 
i n i n d u s t r y and ocean t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , i s a d i r e c t o r of t h e Great Nor-
t h e r n Ry.Co., and . the I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l . Wm.A.Harrlman, h e i r of t h e 
o ld r a i l r o a d king, I s a d i r e c t o r of both the I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l and t h e 
Union P a o i f i c . wm.K.Vanderbilt holds d i r e c t o r a t e s in the New York 
C e n t r a l , t h e Michigan C e n t r a l , and o t h e r r a i l r o a d s . Besides t h e s e 
r e l a t i v e s and c l o s e f r i e n d s , a l l who supported R o o s e v e l t ' s p r e s i d e n -
t i a l campaign with s u b s t a n t i a l f i n a n c i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s , almost every 
o t h e r r a i l r o a d mogul in t h e country l i kewi se backed him: Robert 
Goelet , Ar thur C. James, Edward S. Harkness, C.S.McCain, David Bruce, 
Howard Bruce, Wm.T.Kemper, and F.H.Rawson. The r a i l r o a d group behind 
Roosevelt numbered almost everyone btit, s i g n i f i c a n t l y enough, the r e -
p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e roads c o n t r o l l e d by t h e J .P.Morgan f i n a n c a l l In-
t e r e s t s . 

The r a i l r o a d s had indeed taken the worst b e a t i n g of any c a p i t a l i s t 
group dur ing the p e r i o d of t h e c r i s i s , and o e r t a i n l y needed h e l p . F o r 
example, in 1932, 150 s e l e c t e d r a i l r o a d s showed a d e f i c i t of 
$150,634,00 compared to earnings of $896,807,000 in 1929. The r a i l -
road equipment I n d u s t r y led by Wto.Woodin a l so marsha l led behind 
Roosevel t . 

Another s e c t i o n of i ndus t ry t h a t r a l l i e d behind F rank l in D., was the 
mining, p a r t i c u l a r l y the p rec ious meta ls - gold and s i l v e r - group. 
Most prominent he re were the Guggenheim and Bernard M.Baruch i n t e r -
e s t s , e x e r t i n g a v i r t u a l monopoly on s i l v e r through c o n t r o l of the 
American Smelt ing & Ref in ing Co., which e i t h e r e x t r a c t s o r r e f i n e s 
f o r o t h e r s almost one-ha l f of the world s i l v e r produced y e a r l y . I n -
cluded with t he se i s a l so Wm.R.Hearst,-newspaper p u b l i s h e r , l a rge 
Mexican s i l v e r mine owner and sha r eho lde r i n the Homestake Gold Min-
ing Co.Thfo -g^oup in advocat ing gold deva lua t ion and g r e a t e r use of 
s i l v e r f o r monetary 'purposes e n l i s t e d the l a r g e f a r m e r s ' vote who de-
manded t h a t farm p r o d u o t . p r i o e s be r a i s e d through monetary l e g i s l a t i o n . 

A p o l i t i c a l >. *rty t h a t promised to r a i s e fa rmer purchas ing power," 
( f a l l e n in 1932 to almost one-half t h a t of 1929) was bound to gain t h e 
suppor t of i n d u s t r i a l i n t e r e s t s dependent on the f a r m e r ; aad so we 
f i n d th6 McCormicks, owning the monopol i s t i c I n t e r n a t i o n a l H a r v e s t e r 
Co., and o t h e r farm implement a/»d f e r t i l i z e r manufac ture rs j o i n i n g t h e 
Roosevelt band-wagon. 

Minor i n d u s t r i a l i n t e r e s t s inc luded t h e l i q u o r concerns who wanted re -
pea l of the P r o h i b i t i o n Amendment, and c o n s t r u c t i o n i ndus t ry moguls 
such as C.R.Crane of Crane Co.> J e s s e H. Jones (R.F.C. head) and J . T . 
Jones of the Jdnes Lumber Co., e t c . 

Behind both p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s was a l so a grim s t r u g g l e between two 
f a c t i o n s f o r c o n t r o l of the g i an t Chase Na t iona l Bank. Backing the 
Republican Hoover wore h is 1928 mentors, the House of Morgan. Opposing 
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J .P.Morgan was t h i s o t h e r group-of s tockho lde r s headed by John Rocki 
f e l l e r , J r . , and i n c l u d i n g Vincent Astor , the V a n d e r b l l t s and Guggei. 
he lms. The f i g h t c en t e r ed about t h e po l loy of J .P.Morgan, who con-
t r o l l e d t h e bank, i n f o r c i n g the Chase Na t iona l to engage in p r a c t l c 
es o u t s i d e i t s own l e g i t i m a t e f i e l d , such as l end ing money, f o r sped 
l a t l v e purposes , t h e f l o a t i n g of new s tock and bond I s sues , *nd buy-
ing and s e l l i n g on the s tock marke t . R o c k e f e l l e r , J r . , and h i s a l l l c 
who a re p r i m a r i l y i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , v i o l e n t l y disapproved of t h i s pol-
icy blaming i t in g rea t par t f o r t h e s tock market c rash of '29.They 
not only wanted to gain c o n t r o l of t h e bank and r e t u r n i t to I t s not 
mal commercial banking p r a c t i c e , which i s to provide funds to Indus 
t r y and bus iness f o r meeting c u r r e n t expenses , on good s e c u r i t y , but 
they wanted c o n t r o l of the fedea-al government in o rde r to enact f ed -
e r a l l e g i s l a t i o n a g a i n s t t h e Morgan po l i cy which had become wide-
spread under the i n f l u e n c e and example of t h e Chase N a t i o n a l . The 
Lehman Bros , (among which i s Gov. H.H.Lehman of N.Y.) t h e count ry '# 
second l a r g e s t f i r m of Investment bankers , and o t h e r investment 
houses such as Halsey S t u a r t , suppor ted t h i s a t tempt t o l e g a l i z e 
a g a i n s t t h e i r c o m p e t i t o r s . f 

Roosevelt was no sooner inaugura ted t h a n he commenced to remamber the 
" f o r g o t t e n men". F i r s t on the l i s t , of course , were t h e R o c k e f e l l e r s , 
So on March 15, 1933, J.P.Morgan was summoned b e f o r e t h e Senate Bank-
ing I n v e s t i g a t i o n . His r e v e l a t i o n s and those o f ' A l b e r t H. Wlggin. the 
nominal head.of t h e Chase Na t iona l appo in ted by Morgan, were so 'dam-
aging tha t Wiggin was foroed to r e s i g n and t h e R o c k e f e l l e r s gained 
t h e balance of vo t ing power, enab l ing them to e l e c t t h e i r own map 
Winthrop W. Aldr ich to the Chairmanship of the Board of the Chase 

1 Na t iona l Bank.'When Aldr ich appeared b e f o r e H h e Banking I n v e s t i g a -
' t i o n , he announced t h a t the Chase N a t i o n a l would d i v o r c e i t s Chade 

S e c u r i t i e s Corp. He a r g u a d ^ o r a complete d l ^ r c e ' o f t h e s e c u r i t i e s 
b u s i n e s s and commercial depos i t bank ing . This sugges t ion was em-
bodied in the G l a 8 s - S t e a g e l l Banking Act (June 16, 1933) o rder ing a l l 
commercial banks to be sepa ra t ed from t .heir s e c u r i t i e s bus iness wi th -
in twelve months. R e s t r i c t i o n s were a l s o p laced a g a i n s t loans f o r 
s p e c u l a t i v e purposes . 

The deva lua t ion of .the gold d o l l a r , fol lowed l a t e r by the n a t i o n a l i -
z a t i o n of s i l v e r , enr iched immediately the gold and s i l v e r p roduce r s . 
This monetary p o l i c y p lus crop c u r t a i l m e n t as p r a c t i c e d by the A.A.A. 
has i nc reased farm p r i c e s to some degree . The Admin i s t r a t i on , however, 
over looked the obvious f a c t t h a t h i g h e r food p r i c e s r a i s e the cos t of 
l i v i n g f o r the worker, which i s d i r e c t l y opposed t o the i n t e r e s t s of 
the i n d u s t r i a l i s t who d e s i r e s low product ion c o s t s . 

The N.R.A. whose f i r 8 t form was sugges ted by Bernard M. Baruch as the 
r e s u l t of h i s war-tirae exper ience a s Chalrman of t h e War I n d u s t r i e s 
Board, was admin i s t e red by Hugh Jqhneon (a former employe and d i s -
c i p l e of Bar i ich ' s ) in such f a s h i o n as to a l low the n a t u r a l tendency 
toward mqnopoly i n h e r e n t in c a p i t a l i s t to develop u n r e s t r i c t e d l y . 
Codes were drawn by the l a r g e s t i n d u s t r i a l i s t s in each i ndus t ry and 
n a t u r a l l y they were drawn in t h e i r own i n t e r e s t s . Minimum wages and 
hours served to e l i m i n a t e the smal l compe t i t o r s who were only able to 
s t a y in th^e race by p-.ylng unfculte7ably lovv wages and working long 
hour s . Governmental r e s t r i c t i o n , t h e r e f o r e , helped to l i q u i d a t e t he se 
small f r y and f o s t e r e d monopoly. Since a n t i - t r u s t r e s t r i c t i o n s have 
been se t a s ide dur ing the course of N.R.A., i t i s ev iden t t h a t t h i s 
phase w i l l be con t inued . 
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In the e f f o r t to h e l p those o t h e r " f o r g o t t e n irien", the backbone of 
h i s p o l i t i c a l suppor t , the r a i l r o a d and a d d i l i a t e d i n t e r e s t s ( l n o l u -
ding h i m s e l f ) the P r e s i d e n t has been f o r c e d to adopt a c a u t i o u s and 
slow p o l i c y . Because they a re sUbjeot to f e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n , the 
r a i l r o a d s present a d e l i c a t e problem. Rates cannot be a r b i t r a r i l y 
r a i s e d without consent of the I n t e r s t a t e Commerce Commission. Com-
p e t i t i o n a t the hands of the bus, waterway and the ae rop lane has 
caused a g rea t drop in r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c . For example: volume of 
f r e i g h t t r a f f i c today i s only 60# t h a t of 1929; pas senge r t r a f f i c 
today i8 only 50# of 1929 and 33# of 1920. A c o o r d i n a t o r of r a i l r o a d a 
was e s t a b l i s h e d a f t e r Roosevelt took o f f i c e . His job has been to de-
velop a p lan to r e e s t a b l i s h the roads . His plans c a l l f o r g r e a t e r 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n among the var ious competing roads which would e l imina t e 
compe t i t i on between them - - one of t h e requirements of the I .C .C . In 
a d d i t i o n , i t has been sugges ted t h a t the I . C . C . be reorgan ized with 
s e p a r a t e d i v i s i o n s f o r r a i l r o a d s , motor l i n e s , a i r l i n e s a n d o l h e r 
c a r r i e r s in a coo rd ina t ed system of government r e g u l a t i o n . If-4rhese 

• p lans a re c a r r i e d th rough , and they should c o n s i d e r i n g Rooseve l t ' s 
hold on Congress today, then the r a i l r o a d s w i l l become more of a 
monopoly than ever , and r i v a l forms of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n w i l l s u f f e r . 
The government w i l l a l so be forced to s u b s i d i z e the r a i l r o a d s in o r -
der to modernize them. P r i v a t e c a p i t a l could hard ly f i n a n c e the c o s t s 
Involved today. 

Having secured most of i t s r ea l o b j e c t s , or about to secu re them,the 
"New Deal" can now a f f o r d to drop i t s mask of " r ad i ca l i sm" .Ove r tu r e s 
have been made to b i g bus iness a s s u r i n g i t t h a t the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
is^ i n h e r e n t l y devoted to p r e s e r v i n g the p r o f i t system.Because of La-
b o r ' s growing m i l i t a n c y and i t s r e f u s a l to obey and accep t doc i l e l y 
the t r a d i t i o n a l t r a d e - u n i o n l e a d e r s h i p of the A.F. of L., in the 
f ace of -ever-growing misery, a change i n ^ b e governmental labor po l -
icy may be expected s h o r t l y . In r e t u r n f o r some sop, such as unem-
ployment insu rance of a kind, labor w i l l be made to give up i t s 
r i gh t to s t r i k e . Once the s t r i k e i s outlawed, i s made i l l e g a l , wage 
cu ts w i l l become the r u l e . Of course, Labor w i l l be asked to accept 
t he se cu ts only " t empora r i ly u n t i l bus iness r ev ives l " 

Our only conc lus ion i s t h a t Labor only by completely changing the 
s o c i a l and economic system can r e a l l y and t r u l y give i t s e l f a New %Deal f o r a l l t ime. 

it. # a * 
n-« a a x- « « # # # * # _ # 

N O T I C E 

* Each issue of the Council Correspondence contains * 
* f i r s t t r a n s l a t i o n s in to English of some impor tant a 
w t i d e o r pamphlet by Marxian t h e o r e t i c i a n s . This mat-# 
* e r i a l i s not o b t a i n a b l e anywhere e l s e . Every Marxist * 
* needs the Council Correspondence. You can assure * 
><• y o u r s e l f a copy of each i s s u e by sending in your sub-** 
* s c r i p t i o n f o r 1935 NOW. Send $1 and your name and ad-* 
* d r e s s t o : Uni|»ed Workers' Pa r ty # 
* 1604 N. C a l i f o r n i a Ave., # 

Chicago, 111. # 
sKHiii 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLASSES CONDUCTED BY U. W. P. 

NEW YORK CITY: Monday evenings - 8 P. i i . 
I.W.W. Hal l - 94 F i f t h Ave. 
S u b j e c t s : - D i a l e c t i c Mate r ia l i sm 

C a p i t a l i s t C r i s i s and Col lapse 
Product ion & D i s t r i b u t i o n in Communism. 

CHICAGO Monday evenings - 8 :30 P.M. 
V 1604 N. C a l i f o r n i a Ave. A Subject: The history a«d development of the 

American Labor Movement. 

BUFFALO, N.Y. Thursday evenings - 8 P.M. 
533 Broadway (co rne r of J e f f e r s o n Ave.) 2nd f l o o r -
S u b j e c t s : I n t r o d u c t i o n to t h e Economic Laws of 

Motion. 
D i a l e c t i c Ma te r i a l i sm . 

FORTHCOMING ARTICLES IN THE COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE. 

In i s sue of January 1935: 

"The Labor Movement and the Workers in Motion" - by Karl Korach 

"Is t h e A. F. of L. a Labor Organ iza t ion?" 

The p r e s e n t Stand pf t h e Eudjopfean Counci l Movement. 
A r t i c l e on the Organ iza t ion ' l j t f e s t i on - by Rosa Luxemburg. 
The Labor Movement in England. 
Some new t r a n s l a t i o n s from Karl L l e b t n e c h t . 

To those who have w r i t t e n in asking f o r a d d i t i o n a l cop ies ot t he 
f i r s t i s aue of Counci l Correspondence, we a re so r ry to say t h a t t h i s 
i s sue ia e n t i r e l y s o l d o u t . We hope to get out t h e f e a t u r e a r t i c l e , 
"What la Communiam" In pamphlet form sometime in t h e n e a r f u t u r e , 
and when we do we w i l l n o t i f y the workera who have sunt in t h e s e re -
q u e s t s . We s t i l l have a few copies of the November i s s u e . 

* * * * 
IN GERMAN: - - BESTELLT - LEST. 

"Ratekorreepondenz" (Theore t l schea - und Diskuss iona-
organ f u r d ie Ratebewegung) Herauagegeben von der 
Gruppe I n t e r n a t i o n a l e r Kommunisten Hol land . 

Jede Mummer 10 c e n t . P o r t o f r e i . B e s t e l l t bei 
United Workers' Pa r ty 
1604 N. C a l i f o r n i a Ave., 
Chicago, 111. 
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n\i BAftBITIS NAVE A PROGRAM 
On The Program of the Nat iona l Assoc i a t i on of Manufac ture rs . 

The s p i r i t of Hoover, Babb i t t & Company l i v e s on, very much unim-
p a i r e d . The Roosevelt Revolut ion came, parsed over i t , and f i n a l l y 
spent i t s e l f in the vapor ings c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of p redepress ion Cal a t 
h i s b e s t . The manufac tu re r s , i n d u s t r i a l i s t s or whatever one chooses 
to c a l l them (but the word " c a p i t a l i s t s " i s t aboo) have taker, h e a r t , 
emerged from t h e i r c e l l a r s and come forward with a "Froposed F l a t -
form f o r Recovery" which we unders tand wa6 a d o p t e d . a t t h e i r annual 
convent ion a t the W a l d o r f - A s t o r i a , Dec. 5 and 6. Or if i t wasn ' t a -
dopted, t h a t was a mere ove r s igh t due to the f a c t t h a t the de l ega t e s S 
no doubt had a number of more important t h i n g s to think about, a s , 
f o r example, t h e bes t way to spend the even ing . 

And if you d o n ' t b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s p l a t f o r m I s a g*m, J u s t reed the 
f i r s t pafee i n t r o d u c t i o n by Mr.C.L.Bardo, p r e s i d e n t , and be convinced. 
Here we a re informed s p e c i f i c a l l y t h a t the worthy Babb i t t s a re in -
t en t on "g iv ing t h e i r be s t thought and u n i t y towards bus iness recov» 
° ry" and t h a t "at t h i s p a r t i c u l a r l y c r u c i a l t ime" the "elements of 
recovery" a re merely awa i t ing " the m a t e r i a l i z i n g e f f e c t of s t a b i l i z i n . 
p o l i c i e s " . Vhich a t any r a t e seems to prove t h a t the lo rds of Americai 
c a p i t a l a re l e a r n i n g to use b igger words; perhaps they w i l l a c t u a l l y 
be r ead ing be fo re long - - i f only the s i g n s of the t imes . In f a c t , 
even the p re sen t program c o n t a i n s an o c c a s i o n a l note of alarm regard-
ing r a d i c a l c r i t i c i s m , and a h i n t at f a s c i s t r e p r e s s i o n . 'Ve a re warr.e 
f o r example, to "s top po ison ing the wel ls of p u b l i c op in ion" (as if 
t h a t were not ano ther c a p i t a l i s t monopoly); and thp Committee (of 
f u t u r e r e l a t i o n s of government to i n d u s t r y ) "urges a check upon those 
u t t e r a n c e s t h a t r a sh ly a s s a i l the genera l i n t e g r i t y and competence of 
our i n d u s t r i a l l e a d e r s h i p or a s s e r t the f a i l u r e of our economic sys-
tem". But even a t the r i s k of i n j e c t i n g a l i t t l e more poison i n t o 
those wel l s , we wish to t ake up the va r ious proposa ls of the F la t fo rm 
in o rde r and in some d e t a i l . 

Tr.e f i r s t p roposa l , " s u b j e c t to r a t i f i c a t i o n by i n d u s t r y " , dea l s in a 
genera l way with "The Road to Recovery". The keynote he r e i s t h a t "re 
covery rru.'t be ranked f i r s t among a l l r e l i e f measures" or "recovery 
and re-< x. ^.c-yment mu3t not be subord ina ted to re form" . And how i s re-
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covery to be brought about? After all the talk ooverlng three large 
pages, it all boils down to the old oliche of "confidence" and the 
removal of "impediments in the road to recovery". In other words, the 
Roosevelt program of action having failed, and capitalism having 
proved that it is not amenable to reform, back to the do-nothinglsm 
of the Great Engineer. The Committee is evidently not altogether un-
aware of the weakness of its position, ,and accordingly devotes a 
couple of paragraphs here, to pointing with pride to past accomplish-
ments under the American Constitution and to uttering a warning a-
gainst some unmentionable malefactors by whom "ouc people are now 
being told that our difficulties are due to the bjjiaakdown of an out-
worn economic system". However, "out of experience in the daily con-
duct of our business", the enlightened economists go on to be more 
specific. 

Here we come to the real "Platform for Recovery" ĥl<*h in its extra-
large type covers five pages and deals with ~ix different subjects: 
1 - National Economic Planning and Public Administration; 2 - Public 
Finance; 3 - Money, Banking and private Credit; 4 - Government Com-
petition; 5 - Employment Relations and Industrial Disputes; 6 - So-
cial Security. The whole thing is quite as hidebound in its conser-
vatism and as barren of any idea that would even so much as tend to 
promote recovery as an editorial by William Randolph Hearst, or a 
Republican Party platform written, say, by Herbert Hoover. How any set 
of men with even normal intelligence could seriously put forth such 
stuff as worthy of consideration in this sixth year of the "depressior 
is rather a mystery and can perhaps be most satisfactorily explained 
by the unconscionable demagogy of the bourgeoisie throughout the 
world. They seem to feel that the radical arguments have to be coun-
tered in some manner or*'other, and that nonsense is better than no-
thing. 

But here are the dreary examples. Economic planning is, of course, 
rejected, on the long-hackneyed and purely ideological ground that it 
tends to regimentation, and that "no group of men is wise enough to 
plan and control the operations of all ou^joani fo 1<$ business activi-
ties"; though this latter statement does at least contain an implied 
admission that capitalism itself precludes planning, and is peroaps 
for that reason worthy of being called toy1he attention of all liberal 

On the question of public finance, the great aim is, of course, to 
balance the Federal budget -- and how? Merely by the "adoption of 
policies which will stimulate business, restore employment. Increase 
national income and permit cutting public expenses to fit reasonable 
taxes". Here, however, the Babbitts are at their best; they make some 
concrete proposals which might possibly prove somewhat effective --
mostly at the expense of the workers and others whose budgets (if any! 
are rarely or never balanced. These include rejecting payment of the 
soldiers' bonus until due, federal appropriations for constitutional 
purposes only (whatever that means) and "an equitable non-cumulative 
manufacturers' sales tax" to take the place of "existing state sales 
taxes and present selective Feaeral sales and 'nuisance' taxes". 

Government competition is, of course, a very touchy point with these 
gentry, and their phraseology on the subject becomes quite ludicrous 
in i18 unguarded rage. Thus we are told to "abandon all forms of 
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government oempet i t ion whldh aq examples t h r s a t e n Induc t ry , thwdrf 
p r i v a t e i n i t i a t i v e and ( l t a l l s e o u r s ) , and aga in : 
"Stop government eompetltiort ,*which conve r t s t h e t a x p a y e r ' * money IMN 
an ins t rument f o r h i e r u e t i o n " ( ! ) . Demagogy here tu rn* upon drift 
devours I t s e l f . 

The s e c t i o n on employment r e l a t i o n s end i n d u s t r i a l d i s p u t e s i s squal l ; 
r ich In what I t t r l e e to concea l , thougn more c a r e f u l l y worded. I t-
c o n t a i n s in m i n i a t u r e t h e cemplete open-shoe an* no-e t r l f ce phi losophy 
dear to t h e h e a r t s of a l l i n d u e t r i a l l a t e . They a r e very e d l l c i t e u e , e f 
oeurse , abeut s t r i k e - b r e a k e r s (what they eaXl ^» | ro t eo t i ng Men tn t h d l r 
r i g h t t e werfc"), they want t h e government to m m ^ M t eympathet t# oi* 
gene ra l e t r t k e e , they weald " r e f r a i n from p o l f e f e e ifei ah a t tempt dp 
f o r e e men l h t e l abor o r g a n i s a t i o n s " , and aba te a l l . they would riot 
"depr ive i n d i v i d u a l s and m i n o r i t i e s of t h e i r r i g h t t o ba rga in f©^ 
t h e a e e l v e e " , • nor , no doubt, of t h e i r r i g h t •© s t a r t s . An<l whijd 
"management r ecogn i ses t h a t the p r o d u c t i v i t y of t h e vo ide r ehOui# be 
f a i r l y and even l i b e r a l l y r e f l e c t e d in t i l s eoapenee t lon" , s t i l l , of 
oeurse , " lafror ©annot share what i s not p roduced" . We wonder, b+pevex, 
i f Labor might no.t reasonably ask why I t la not yro#uoedi Doaid 
s e l f - s o l i c i t o u s c a p i t a l i s t s be good enough to s * p i a i n t h d t ^ ' o f 
such an e x p l a n a t i o n be long among those rash u t t e r a n c e s uhltfh ttuat b e , 
cheeked? Or weuld I t e l d p l y be to " ignore eedhoalC" (h . e . c a r l t d i l | t j Q ) 
" p o e e i b l l l t i e d " ? 

The ques t i on of " a e e i a l e o e a r t t y * i s takhnr up in more d e t a i l in f 
s p e e l a l p roposa l f a r t h e r en - in thd "'platform.' I t con ta in# not hlntf df 
any p a r t i e u l a r i n t e r e e t . , or a t lef tat no th ing p * v t i c a | $ r l y n e w 1 ^ 
expeotsd, eieoept perhepa t h e apfei*4nt e f f r e n t e n r of the f l reVi«t i j«p%< 
whioh reads i '•Both p reven t ion a id r e l i e f of uaaii4©7hertt a f e 
problems in whioh management, wanlameee a l l ^ a t f a d r eoo i a l greffi?/ 
must aocept t h e i r f u l l sha re of r e e p o n e i b i l l t y " . We say "appa ren t " 
because i t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e t h a t here t h e i n d u s t r i a l i s t s were " th ink-
ing of t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o r t he se employee* and e'th'e? groups f o r 
p e r m i t t i n g o a p i t a l i s m to keep on v e g e t a t i n g . In f a c t , we read on the 
previous page of the Program about " the normal a n d . o r d e r l y method 
through which a f r e e people In i t s own i n t e r e s t a u t h o r i z e s i t s ( t ) 
p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e s to demonstra te by to l ^ n t a i y a c t i o n t h e i r capac i ty 
f a r s e l f - o r g a n i a a t i o n , and s e l f - c o n t r o l arid ee l f -e r i fo reement cf t h a t 
c o n t r o l in the l i g h t of t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s " . (Very o b l i g i n g of a tr+* 
people, to be s u r e ! ) Otherwise , the " r e l i e f p r i n c i p l e s " of t h e indus-
t r i a l i s t s a re , as we s a i d . v e r y muoh What was to be expeoted in view 
of the o r i g i n . There i s t h e usua l t a l k about " r e l i e f so ex t ravagant 
t h a t i t undermines t h e moral* of t hos s who rece ive i t " , and t h e ueual 
concern with having wage r a t e s f o r ecrfc performed on work r e l i e f 
lower than c u r r e n t wage r a t e s in p r i v a t e employment, m d the f e a r t h a ' 
t a x p a y e r s ' money might be used in such a »ay as to enoourcge o r i n -
c i t e e t r i k e s . r i n a l l y , I t Is sugges ted t h a t " the amount pflowjdfd f o r 
r e l i e f should be based on a c t u a l I n d i v i d u a l and fami ly neadd and not 

t tad tp .feecQfle a ma t t a r of l » a * l r i g h t " . and the ff.C.C. t * oom-
mended a a an "example of s u c c e s s f u l r e l i e f t o r t combined a T t t ' d l t f l a a n -
sh ip t r a i n i n g " . 

^.The repor t of the Committee on the Future Be l e t lone of Oovarnmmpt t<> 
Indus t ry i s perhaps the moat i n t e r e s t i n g p a r t of the Program, a l n e e 
i - r e v e a l s the d i r e c t i o n in which the i n d u s t r i a l s t h ink they ace 
headed- -mcat ly baokward. Of course t h e Committee "expreeeaa i t a fml tb 
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in the t e s t e d fundamenta ls of our p o l i t i o a l and eocnonlo system" and 
• r ecogn izee as on e s s e n t i a l t a s k of s t a t e s m a n s h i p the con t inu ing a -
d a p t a t i o n of t h e s e p r i n c i p l e s t o the problems p e o u l i a r t o modern l i f e 
wi thout oompromise or su r r ende r of the baa io t r u t h s whloh they o o n t a l t 
I t assumes t h a t the powers c o n t a i n e d in the Na t iona l I n d u s t r i a l Re-
covery Aot r e s t up<fc the a s s e r t i o n of emergency a u t h o r i t y and t h a t " i t 
i s Obvious the emergenoy w i l l pass"* I t l ooks fo rward t o the "exp i ry 
da te" of the N.R.A. (June 16 .1935) with c o n s i d e r a b l e r e l i e f , whereupon 
i t t r u s t s t h a t i t s own plan "would prov ide a means of seour iEg , wi th a 
minimum of exeou t ive enforcement , the f r e e and e f f e o t i v e o o o p e r a t i o n 
of Indus t ry and Government". This p lan o o n s i s t s e s s e n t i a l l y in the e n -
actment by Ccngrees of a F a i r Trade P rao t i oe Aot whioh would d i f f e r 
f rom the w.R.A. p r i m a r i l y in the f a c t t h a t the adopt ion of codes of 
f a i r p r a o t i o e would be vo lun t a ry on the p a r t of the d i f f e r e n t indus-
t r i e s and aub j eo t t o approval or d i sapprova l by an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
c o u r t / In f a o t , the p l a n would go s t i l l f a r t h e r i n the f r e e d a n g r a n t e d 
t o i n d u s t r y , tin t h a t "an approved code shou ld l i kewi se p lace upon the 
indus t ry the primary Obl iga t ion of p o l i o i n g enforcement" . 

The Program ends wi th a panegyr io t o the achievements of American i n -
d u s t r y , — a panegyr io whioh t u r n s out t o be a r a t h e r lame a p o i o g e t i o . 
The good i n d u s t r i a l l e t s d i sp l ay a r e a l i c o n o e r n about the f u t u r e of 
" t h i s g r e a t f l n a n o l a l , i n d u s t r i a l and humani ty -se rv ing s t r u o t u r e " w h i o h 
t o "des t roy through p r e j u d l o e or laok of u i d e r s t a n d i n g would be t o 
burn down the house in order t o pvaiish son» r a t " . But the l a s t s e n -
tence r e v e a l s a ohas tened and ( t o the i n i t i a t e d ) hope less outlook whiol; 
b e l i e s a l l the brave words t h a t went b e f o r e , as if they had f a i n t l y 
r e a l i z e d t h a t c a p i t a l i s m s t i l l d rags on merely by i n e r t i a and s t r e n g t h 
of t r a d i t i o u . The b e s t t h a t they can ga the r up h e a r t t o say Is t h a t 
"onoe a r t i f i c i a l o b s t a c l e s are removed, and ocnfidenoe r e s t o r e d , i n -
dus t ry w i l l do i t s f u l l p a r t toward r e o o v e r y " . 

* THE INEVITABILITY OF COi4MUNISM.-by PAUL MATTICK * 

* A New Pamphlet J u s t Oat # 
* Pub l i shed by * 
* POLEMIC PUBLISHERS * 
•* , 673 Broadway, New York Ci ty # 
* 48 pages.--25£ a copy.--Postage prepai d-Brier now# 

* The e d i t o r i a l committee of Council Co rrespoffTtence * 
recommends t h e above booklet and wishes to announce* 

•* t h a t vre w i l l f e a t u r e a review of I t i n the February* 
* i s sue of t h i s magazine* * 

. . . . . ' f K u w l o i 
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^ C A P I T A L I S M AND P L A N N I N O . »+* 

I . 

The literature dealing with the problems of a planned economy has at-
tained proportions comparable only with those of the c.-isls which 
brought it forth. In all this welter of thought, we may distinguish 
three main currents: one which stands for the possibility of capital-
ist planning, another which denies it on principle, and a third whict 
hovers between these extremes and finds its champions both in the 
bourgeois and 'socialist' camps. While the first group sees in the 
planning tendencies a vague intimation of an harmonious capitalism, 
the latter hopes for a gradual and peaceful transformation of the 
presact economic system Into a thoroughly socialist one. 

Though liberalism Is, politically, the Ideological reflexion of the 
lai88ez-faire principle of 'classic' capitalism, still the different 
theories of planned economy stem In the main from llberallstlc cir-
cles. This only means, of course, that the end of liberalism is neo-
easarily bound up with that of laissez-faire; we are here presented 
merely with political adaptions of accomplished transformations In 
the economic structure. In view of the concrete situation of crisis, 
the surviving representatives of the laissez-faire principle have a 
hard t^me defending their theoretical postulates against the planners 
It becomes Increasingly implausible that the market mechanism, of it-
self, can overcome the present difficulties. And even if it could, 
there still remains open the no less important question cf whether 
society shall submit supinely to the brutal healing process In which 
the market produces its regulating effects or whether it shall not 
rather take a conscious part in this process. In a word:- is it not 
better to regulate the market than to resign oneself to its control? 

In spite of the liveliness of the discussion on the part of the lais-
sez-faires, the fact no less remains that they are historically super 
seded, for their basis in ĉ lass ic' competitive oapitalism is drawn 
from under them. The enterprises bound up with free competition fall 
easy victims to the monopolistic forces in which the pro,cess of cap-
ital concentration still expresses Itself. The resistance offered by 
these groups to all planning experiments Is accordingly not a struggl 
against any 'socialistic' tendencies Sf the various governments but 
the last despairing efforts of weaker capitalist groups against the ! 
monopolistic competition by which they are being destroyed; and so, in 
their agitation, they had to take flight fro=a reality into a mystic 
fatalism; for monopoly capitalism has undenlaoly grown out of free 
competitive capitalism, and thus^the representatives of the latter 
cannot attack the first without at t..e same time striking themselves. 
The same competitive capitallsjrwhlch in its heyday never tired of 
talking about its determining and forming mission in world affairs is 
today endeavoring to relegate to the realm of fancy any possibility 
of conscious regulation of the economic life. Its champions, ideolog-
ically bound to commodity production, see in their own end the down-
fall of society Itself and raise their warning voices with Mie asser-
tion that no advance is possible except through complete planlessness 
However much support ti.ey may find for such a position in the past.it 
remains clear tuat the future is not uestined to follow the pattern 
of the past but immediately that of the present; and for that reason 



Council Correspondence. Council Correspondence. 

t h e i r c ry of p r o t e s t can i n s p i r e no more t e r r o r o r r e s t r a i n t t h a n . s a 
t h a t of the hogs in t he s l augh t e rhouse p r i o r t e hav ing t h e i r t h r o a t s 
c u t . Rather as t he English champion of planned economy, B l a c k s t t , 
w r i t e s : "The idea of p lann ing has passed r a p i d l y beyond t h e s t a g e of 
be ing suspec t f o r i t s communist conno ta t i ons and has beoome p e r f e c t l y 
r e s p e c t a b l e . 

u The ohampions of c a p i t a l i s t planned economy have the p resen t on t h e i r 
s i d e . T h e i r d a r t s d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t l a i s s e z - f a i r e p r i n c i p l e s t r i k e 
nome, even though they a r e f i r e d with c l o s e d eyes . Of course , t h e 
Marx i s t s as wel l as a number of t he bourgeo i s economists - on d i f f e r -
ent premises, to be s u r e - r e j e c t t he p o s s i b i l i t y of a p a r t i a l p l an -
n i n g , a s s e r t i n g t h a t such a t h i n g i s a s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t i o n and t h a t a 
planned economy n e c e s s a r i l y invo lves t he meaningfu l and harmonious 
i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n of a l l p roces ses in a l l economic and s o c i a l s p h e r e s , 
to which end the moat c o n s i s t e n t c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of economic d i r e c t i o n 
i s i n d i s p e n s a b l e . But such a p o s i t i o n , however c o r r e c t i t may be, s t i i 
f a i l s to meet t he o b j e c t i o n t h a t a p a r t i a l p l a n n i n g In c e r t a i n c i r -
cumstances i s capab le of s u p p r e s s i n g some of t he economic f r i c t i o n , o f 
overcoming a npir.ber of minor d i f f i c u l t i e s and thus of c r e a t i n g new 
s i t u a t i o n s which in t h e i r t u rn can exer t a more o r l e s s f a v o r a b l e i n -
f l u e n c e upon the economic p r o c e s s . If t h i s i s t he case, one has a 
p e r f e c t r i g h t to speak, i f he l i k e s , of " p a r t i a l p l ann ing" , and any 
c r i t i c i s m would p r a c t i c a l l y only be t i l t i n g a g a i n s t t he te rminology 
which makes t h i s p iecemeal p l ann ing synonymous with planned economy 
i t s e l f . p 

Every planned eoonomy has i t s p l a n l e s s a s p e c t s , and every p l a n l e s s 
economy has also i t s r e g u l a t e d moments. In t he c l a s s i c c a p i t a l i s m of 
f r e e c o m p e t i t i o n t h e r e were monopolies, and in monopoly c a p i t a l i s m 
t h e r e Is c o m p e t i t i o n , even though of a more l i m i t e d s o r t . From gener -
a l compe t i t i on a rose t h a t of the monopolies among each o t h e r , which 
amounts t o s ay ing t h a t compe t i t i on has on t he one haJld waatfd aa #a» r 
gards complexi ty In o r d e r to wax in o t h e r forms as regards i n t e n s i t y . 
However much the c l a s s i c Cap i t a l i sm may be d i f f e r e n t i a t e d from the 
m o n o p o l i s t i c , s t i l l t h e one cannot be s e t over a g a i n s t t he o t h e r : 
monopoly c a p i t a l i s m i s t he o ld -age m a n i f e s t a t i o n of l a i s s e z - f a i r e , and 
i t s planned-economy phraseology i s only the makeup which concea l s de-
cay . 

If we i d e n t i f y t he r e s u l t s of monopol iza t ion, o r of the c a p i t a l i s t pre 
c e s s of a f e n t r a i l z a t i o n and c o n c e n t r a t i o n , with t h e exper iments in 
plannedj£»conomy, we get away from the i d l e and pu re ly concep tua l d i s -
pu te as to whether t h e p lann ing s h a l l , can o r must be c a r r i e d out com-*, 
p l e t e l y or ha l f way, a t once o r g r a d u a l l y . Also the ques t ion as t o 
where the p l a n n i n g w i l l lead l e s e s a l l s i g n i f i c a n c e , so t h a t only the 
q u e s t i o n of p r i n c i p l e remains open: whether planned economy and c a p i -
t a l i s m are a t a l l s u s c e p t i b l e of be ing combined. We might s t a t e in ad-
vance t n a t a n e g a t i v e answer to t h i s .ques t ion does not lend, suppor t tc 
t he opponents of c a p i t a l i s t p lanned economy but t h a t such aij. answer ie 
a t t he same ifime an approva l of planned economy, thcugh en ly a f t e r the 
overcoming e/f the c a p i t a l i s t system of p r o d u c t i o n . 
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The major part of ti.e theories of planning hitherto devised can be ap 
praised only as literature, since their authors have refrained from 
touching upon the laws by which capitalist relations are governed. 
Their starting point was always discontent with existing conditions. 
They noted, as anyone may readily do, what was ably set forth by 
Hoover's Research Committee on 3oci«l Trends: that society's capacity 
tdr producing commodities Is continually Increasing at a more rapid 
rate than the purchasing power of the population, that the ratio of 
employment fails to keep step with the improvement of the productive 
machinery, and that the means of communication between nations change 
more rapidly than the reorganization of international relations. In 
brief,the rate of growth of the social forces of production Is such 
and the forms assumed by them arc such that the soc'ial relations can 
not be adapted to these forms but are breaking them down. The natural 
conclusion, namely, that these backward relations must be swept aside 
never occurs to the theoreticians of planning and cannot occur to 
them, since they are theoreticians of planning only within the exist-
ing social relations. So they try to turn history backward and to ar-
rest this painful growth of the social capacities, after the manner 
of those lovely Japanese ladies who bandage their feet in order to 
keep them dainty. In both cases, the actual result is simply maiming. 
To the economic planners, it is a question of diminishing the produc-
tive capacity and at the same time of increasing the purchasing power 
In the course of this two-fold process e time must come when the dis-
proportion now existihg between the two will be eliminated and the 
way prepared for a harmonious Interplay. In this connection there Is 
no attempt to blink the fact that such an end requires the utmost cen 
tralization of political and economic power, and the the*retlo 1 ans 
hold as a presupposition of all planning what has been emphasized in 
the words of Sir Arthur Salter, one of the most vital of English the-
oreticians: "The congregation of individual wills must be still fur-
ther controlled by the exercise of the publio will, accelerating or 
smoothing the readjustment or preventing the circumstances themselves 
from changing so violently". 

'itaatever pains the theoreticians may take to work out their theses 
down to the least detail, all these pretty games will be very much 
wasted so far as capitalism itself is concerned.^To the capitalists, 
the problem of planning is a quite one-sided and practical matter, 
namely, the Conversion and adaption of their productive apparatus and 
of their business to the automatically contracting relations of th6 
market and to the changes within the economic structure--as brought 
about through monopolization, cartelllzation and trust1flcatlon--ln 
order to win for themselves as much as possible of the social profit. 
Vhat actual "planning" takes place would take place even without de-
c *a*ve nodificatIons--even if the various brain trusts did not exist-
and precisely upon the prescribed basis of the natural market tenden-
cies under ''monopolistic lalssez-fal re". The "planning" does not 
change tne social mechanism, but this mechanism functions today in a 
manner which falls ir. with the tr.eorles of the planners. It expanded 
the productivity of society in order then, or, the ground of this ex-
pansion, to contract jrt. This capitalistic sabotage is not determined 
by any plans wn atsoev«r, --tne plans merely make it known, r-but by the 
planiessness o; the listing economic system. Capitalist planned econ-
omy is therefore nothing more than planned plan lessr.ess, or more 
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simply s t a t e d - - n o n s e n s e . With the acceptance of the p resen t economic 
system as t h e only ofle f o r ffll t ime t h e r e can, of course , be no i n -
s i g h t in to the f a c t t h a t any p lann ing wi th in i t can only be a f a n c i f u 
one; the p r e s e n t economic system r e a l l y permits no genuine economy at 
a l l , but only one which i s hazed over with the f e t i s h i s m of commodi-
t i e s . To t a l k of p lanning from the s t andpo in t of commo-Mty product io i . 
i s j u s t as i n t e r e s t i n g as to hear a b l i n d man l e c t u r e on van Gogh.The 
p l anne r cannot see with h i s own eyes, but only by way ol' an o u t s i d e 
ager.t by which he i s de te rmined . But t h i s o u t s i d e agent , commodity 
f e t i s h i s m , s t a n d s economy on i t s head. The manner in which bourgeois 
economy t h i n k s had a l r eady been c h a r a c t e r i z e d by Marx: "To be a/gowjr 
look ing man i s a product of c i r cums tances , but to be ab le to~r4ad ana 
wr i t ? i s a n a t u r a l g i f t . " 

IV 

The shares' of the individual capitalist enterprises in the total soc-
ial profit being dependent on the magnitude of the capitals involved, 
so that their owners are compelled to keep on increasing their capita 
in order to maintain themselves as capitalists when profits are dimin-
ishing in.virtu# of the development of the social forces of productior 
since they must strive to att sin the average social productivity in 
order to maintain the necessary average profit--it follows that the 
hindering of the growth of the small capitals means eventually their 
destruction. These capitalists are well aware of the fact that contro 
of production means their elimination in the interest of larger aggre-
gations; that the combining process which goes on automatically even 
during the crisis, by way of bankruptcies, is now to be further pro-
moted by political aaans, through the planned-economy demagogy; that 
"freeze the status quo" is in reality the planful destruction of small 
capitals In order to prolong the life of the larger ones, whose only 
remaining means of subsistence is death. The thing which to some, 
(e.g. Professor Moley) is a new humanitarian adjustment in the economl 
and political spheres is to the others a downright selfish policy of 
strangulation, and these latter are justified in appealing to the lawe 
of nature, which do not admit of a "status quo"; and while their 
downfall is a proof of tl.e correctness of this conception, yet in the 
capitalist sense--as shown, for example, by the perfectly natural man-
ner in which crises occur--natural laws operate only by way of erup-
tions. Although the stagnating tendencies are doomed to remain no more 
than tendencies, still, so long as they work, they will accomplish 
their task, and the fate of many outsiders will be absolutely and for-
ever settled through the "unnatural status quo" of monopolj. 

/ 
No longer , as formerly^ does the number of i n d i v i d u a l c a p i t a l s i n c r e r 
with the growth of the t o t a l s o c i a l c a p i t a l ; r a t h e r , as c a p i t a l i s t de-
velopment proceeds, t h a t number c o n t i n u a l l y d imin i she s . We a re going 
back, even though with many m o d i f i c a t i o n s , to c o n d i t i o n s l i k e t h o s e 
which e x i s t e d In the beginnings of c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y , when t h e r e was 
l i t t l e d i s t i n c t i o n between e x p r o p r i a t i o n and accumula t ion . The reason 
i s t h a t a t the end of c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y , as a t i t s beginning, the 
t h i r H f o r p r o f i t and the compulsion to reap i t a re g r e a t e r than dur -
ing i t s t ime of v i g o r . The p r i m i t i v e n e s s and unscrupulousness of 
chi ldhood r e p e a t s i t s e l f in o ld age , , though with more f i n e s s e . The 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s of the c a p i t a l i s t system grow fewer and fewer, so t h a t 
the s t r u g g l e f o r sha res of the s o c i a l p r o f i t must grow s h a r p e r . While 
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on the one hand there are increasingly greater possibilities for the 
conscious regulation of the economic life, they are more and more ex-
cluded by the property relations. What passes itself off as planned 
economy, that is, as a conscious taking in hand of the social process 
of life, is in reality the sharpening of the struggle of all against 
all. 

So long as society is bound to commodity production, it is only thru 
the,market that its needs can" b"e satisfied. Where the social connec-
tion of the individual functions of mutually independent private pro-
ducers is delayed In its realization, without r^ard to soc 1 ety, unti 1 
the goods reach the market", any limitation impdBjp upon the freedom 
of marketing is a limitation upon the individual entrepreneurs them-
selves and can only lead to sharpening their oppositions. Limitation 
of production, which can only be brought about by way of the market, 
has the same effect. Even if the idea of a capitalist planned economy 
need not be completely rejected, it can be assigned no more than a 
limited validity. It is only under conditions in which a certain group 
of interests succeeds in completely dominating all the rest of society, 
that the idea could be justified in a conditional sense. Yet the un-
avoidable social convulsions arising under such conditions are prob-
ably enough again to exclude the speculation; quite apart from the 
still weightier factor that under such conditions, with the retention 
of capital production, its liability to crisis is still not done away 
with, for that liability is only modified by the market and has its 
final basis in capital accumulation itself. Capitalist society neces-
sarily presupposes exchange. Even if the impossible should be accom-
plished, namely, the embracing of all capitals in a giant cartel, this 
latter, as the buyer of labor power, would still stand over against 
tne workers with only their labor power to sell, so that production, 
and hence also distribution, would necessarily continue to be antago-
nistic. Thus we have already at hand the germ of crisis and' collapse, 
even under such conditions. Even here a genuine planned economy would 
be excluded, since the contradiction which is present in the distrib-
ution of the conditions of production cannot be abolished without 
struggle and without changes in the social form. From this standpoint, 
it is Impossible to see in the current planned-economy tendencies more 
than a new conceptual formulation of the legitimate course of the 
monopolistic movement of capitalism in its period of decline. That In 
thi8 development we have at the same time the preparation of the 
material foundations for a genuine socialist planning, goes without 
saying. 

V 

The endeavor to stabilize present capital investments at their present 
level, under the pretext of planned economy, is but an expression of 
the fact that at a high level of capitalist development further tech-
nical progress no longer, as before, increases profits but diminishes 
them. Though the continuance of monopolization cannot be halted,this 
process is at the same time the destruction of capitalist sources of 
existence, in th^, it eliminates more and more such things as capital 
devaluations, taking practical expression in mass bankruptcies, and 
by which the load of the crisis is lightened. The opening up of the 
world to capitalist enterprise, while becoming more necessary to cap-
italism, becomes at the same time more difficult by reason of the ex-
pansion already attained, since here it is not the geographical limits 
but those of accumulation which are decisive. The more imperative the 
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imperialistic conflicts become, the more dubious also tneir results, 
in snort, tt.e restriction of the productive forces is at the same 
time their development and tnia development at the same time their 
restriction. This two-fold movement has brought the capitalist econo-
my to a standstill which can only be overcome through the overooming 
of capitalism. 

It is only to one who has never delved beneath the surface of capita* 
ist phenomena that this contradictory movement appears to arise from 
the disproportion between production and consumption. Though it car. 
not be denied that such a disproportion exists,, it is bound up with 
the material character of production and consumption, acharacter 
which in the capitalist world, however, has validity only for the in-
dividuals and no. for the social movement. If a communist society, 
or if a single individual in looking on piled-up stocks of food.were 
to go hungry, that is, if both were crazy, In that case one might 
apeak of a disproportion between production and consumption. But the 
commodities under capitalism, regarded as use articles in their mat-
erial form, play in the social sense no part. So that when one speakc 
of tt.e spread between production and purchasing power, one must first 
know what all the theoreticians of planning completely neglect,name y. 
what capitalist purchasing power is. Human consumption capacity and 
capitalist purchasing power are fundamentally different things. The 
senselessness of destroying commodities, e.g. from the standpoint of 
natural consumption, is very 'sensible' from the standpoint of capi-
talist purchasing poweV, and any one who gets excited about this 
capitalist 'insanity' ana wants to abolish it under capitalism simply 
fails to understand that insanity is the prime motive of this society 
and consequently i's not insanity. The natural necessities of a certar 
proportionality between production and consumption assert themselves 
violently in the end against such Inverted social conditions and form 
the content of revolutionary history. 

present-aay society does not even concern itself with determining the 
consumption capacity or needs of society, in order to make a corres-
ponding adjustment of production. It leaves this to the individuals, 
while the only social concern is the market on which the purchasing 
power depends. Since the market forces the capitalists to individual 
accumulation, the only decisive factor in determining capitalist pur-
chasing power is tne'necessities and possibilities of accumulation. 
Capital itself is the greatest consumer and forms its own market. To 
speak of lack of purchasing power merely means that capital is making 
no use of its purcnasing power, and we have to inquire about the 
reason for this fact. Since profit is the motive of capitalist produc-
tion, it must also furnish the explanation for this abstention. With 
this question, we come up against the laws of capitalist movement. 
These laws are wisely, neglected by the theoreticians of planning, and 
hence their tj/Teories cannot be taken seriously. 

VI 

C a p i t a l which f a i l s to i n c r e a s e ..iust of n e c e s s i t y some day cease to fc 
c a p i t a l . The development of the s o c i a l f o r c e s of product ion can be 
e i t h e r r e s t r i c t e d or promoted by the s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s , but r e s t r i c t s ; 
only t e m p o r a r i l y . Eventua l ly , human a d v i c e a s s e r t s i t s e l f in a l l 
s o c i a l forms, s i nce the p roduc t ive f o r c e s , once aroused, are endowed 
with self-movement and t ake on ever new and more compl icated pa t t e rn -
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This process, which underlies all social and historical forms, assume 
the capitalistic garb of the need for accumulation of capital. The 
•laws of this necessity retain their autonomous power «>ven when they 
hav ceased to serve human progress. The resulting conflict forces tr. 
revolutionary solution. 

Since accumulation is in practice the continual growth of the appare 
tus .of production and of its productive capacity, its progressive ex-
pansion devours a greater and greater part of the newly produced so-
cial product, or, capitalistically expressed, of the newly wor. capital 
The same process cheapens labor and changes the proportions in which 
the capital is divided. General human advance which consists in the -
possibility of setting in motion more and more means of production 
with less and less labor, and hence of turning out greater and greate 
quantities of products, expresses itself capitalistically in a more 
rapid growth of the capital invested in means of production and raw 
materials than of that invested in wages. This fact is evident at one 
from a comparison of the capital composition of fifty years ago with 
that of today. Capitalist profit is, however, computed on the total 
capitals though since in the final analvsis it is nothing but unpaid 
labor it varies only with the magnitude of the wage capital. The con-
tradiction between appropriated labor as the basis of profit and the 
magnitude of the organic composition cf capital (means of production 
and labor power) leads, with the further development r»f accumulation, 
to the fall ofthe rate of profit and, $t a high 3tage of accumulation 
to the actual decline of the mass of profit. In a word: a greater 
social capital produces a smaller social profit. This contradictory 
movement, which here can merely be indicated, must lead to a situatic 
in which the diminished profits not only take away the incentive to 
further accumulation, since such accumulation would diminisp instead 
of promote profitability, but.in which accumulation becomes quite im-
possible. Absolutely, the profit acquired may be greater than before, 
and yet be too small relatively to the demands of further accumulatir 

"The capitalist crisis is but an expression of the fact that further 
accumulation is capi talistically not worth while or is impossible Tr 
capitalists make no use of their purchasing power,since it doesn't p 
them to do so or because accumulation consumes more than is at hand 
for its purposes. Fractically, there then takes place what the theor 
eticians want to 'plan': the productive apparatus will no longer be 
expanded to correspond with the hitherto prevailing tegipe of accumu-
lation. Of course, profits continue to be made, but those parts set 
aside for new investments fail to reach their destination, for how-
ever great they may be, tney are too small with respect to the deman 
of accumulation. They lie idle and one gets the impression that voo 
much capital is present though in reality this superfluity is a de-
ficiency of capital: an excess of capital arises from a lack of carl 
tal• However paradoxical this may sound, scientific truths always ap-
pear paradoxical to that "common sense" which never gets beyond ap-
pea ranc es . 

On tr.i3 basis it becomes clear that the overproduction of commrditie 
is to be regarded merely as a result and net as a cause of the crisi? 
t'ven though accumulation is not continued and the productive apparati 
is not expanded in the necessary proportion, still t̂ first productit 
goes on at the previous level. Since, however, there is essentially r 
new capital invested, so also its material embodiments, tne means of 
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production and raw materials, remain united in their commodity form. 
Thereupon, production ia diminished or quite suspended, workers dis-
charged. The consumption industries also are dragged into the cri_sie, 
which soon seizes upon all the social domains. With this, the eompet 
itive struggle of the capitalists among each other grows sharper, an 
this leads to great price drops, bankruptcies and the general predic 
ment. 

Prom this point of view, we see also the factors which may serve in 
overcoming the crisis. The crisis can be done away with only through 
the continuous of accumulation. Capitalist purchasing power must be 
strengthened. Capitalist economists stare in perplexity at the 1riddi 
of the crisis. If tney draw the favorite parallels with the past,they 
say that 'scarcity' was responsible for economic complications in all 
pre-capitalist forms of economy, though in view of th^ productive cap 
acity, this factor offers no explanation for the present difficulties 
In other woras, these economists are looking upon the capitalist 
world in a manner in wh'ich it can not be looked upon; that is, as a 
world which serves to supply the needs of human beings. This crisis 
too ha3 its basis in 'scarcity'; scarcity, however, not of use arti»l 
bat of capital, and this scarcity must be overcome.if the depression 
is to be weathered. Profitabilitymust be reestablished on the basis 
of continued accumulation. Since, however, profits do not fall from 
heaven, but are the result of labor, they can be increased only by 
raising the expropriable quantity of surplus labor which the workers 
because of their social position have to perform for the capitalists. 
In other words: the raising of capitalist purchasing power, which alor 
has any importance, presupposes lowering the purchasing power of the 
workers. Overooming the disproportion between capitalist purchasing 
power and the need for accumulation is bound up "/ith increasing the 
disproportion between production and consumption. As a matter of fact 
all countries, even those engaged with experiments in planned economy, 
show that the purchasing power of the masses in relation to production 
is constantly still sinking lower. The statistical material for the 
United States is at hand:it shows that even after the triumphal march 
of the NRA, the disproportion between the purchasing power of the 
masses and the actual production became greater. It was precisely in 
this way that a rise occurred in capitalist purchasing power and pro-
duction advanced temporarily; but to denote as planned .economy the 
further impoverishment of the population is after all a bit strong. 

At the end of each crisis, capitalism reorganizes itself, after enor-
mous sacrifices, on a new price and value level which enables profit-
able expansion of the productive apparatus for a further period. How-
ever greatly 'logic' may be scandalized, capital really accumulates 
for the sakie of accumulation. If a reorganization is no longer pos-
sible,--in view of the fact that the price and value level cannot be 
shrunk to zero, since a condition in which the workers work for no-
thing is not possible,--then there is no overcoming of the constantly 
deepening 'depression' through other than revolutionary channels. 
"Planned economy", insofar as it contains conscious elements, is the 
attempt to delay the attainment of this point, and in so doing, even 
though against its will, it merely drives toward the point more rap-
idly. It plans against the possibility of a genuine planned economy, 
and thus merely plans its own downfall. 
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VII 

The various exponents of planned economy are well known. Whatever may 
be the nature of their particular proposals, they all share with John 
Dewey the habit of viewing the problem from the side of distribution, 
even when they speak of production. Various proposals with reference 
to money, credit, banking, tariff, cartelli zation, and control of pro-
fit'are designed to govern the market, and with it, the whole economy 
according to predetermined plans. The legitimacy of the market,though 
first rejected, is now to be controlled and again made into the regu-
lator of the social life. However, the market and competition have a 
meaning only in so long as they work their pernicious effects; if 
their operations are controlled, they are deprived of their regulating 
functions and we arrive at the opposite of what we set out to attain. 
Any market control becomes the privilege of the groups already favored 
by that market. The individual interests are not governed according to 
the planning,but this planning can only adapt itself to the existing 
interests already established as a result of the previous development. 

Competition is made responsible for the over-develop...ent of the produc-
tive apparatus, though it is only this continuing over-development 
which ia the secret of capitalist prosperity and its limitation is 
nothing but the philosophy of crisis. Competition is to be reduced 
through the further trustification and cart ellization of enterprises, 
in spite of the fact that this trustification is a result of competi-
tion. It may be true that within the production cartels the overpro-
duction of commodities may be hindered (a matter which in the capital-
ist sense plays no decisive part). Still the cartellization does not 
hinder competition between the cartels. Nor does it hinder the over-
expansion of the productive apparatus; suce over-expansion is facili-
tated by way of monopoly profits, since-each of the cartellized enter-
prises improves and expands its plants in order to make differential 
gains and raise its production quota. Capital formation and control 
can never be attained from a planning station ao,long as production 
remains in private hand3. The enterprises as well as the individual 
monopolies can cross the plans of the central bureau In hundreds of 
ways and, as a matter of fact, it has been shown in practice that ways 
have been found for getting around the plans as fast as they were made. 

So in the face of these numerous cor.tradicitlons, the economy planners 
take refuge in the illusion of a stationary capitalism. However sense-
less suce a demand may be, It is nevertheless the logical consequence 
of all capitalist planning, which thereby, though of course ruefully, 
establishes its impossibility. A stationary capitalism is only another 
name for the permanent crisis; and even here the term fails to hold 
water, since any permanent crisis can only lead to collapse and ia ac-
cordingly not stationary. But it is only with a stationary, i.e. 11-
lusionary, capitalism that planning is possible, since any revival 
promptly throws all planning overboard. If the planners endeavor, 
nevertheless, to make the impossible possible, and, for example, be-
lieve that in spite of technical advances it will be possible to hoia 
on to an accepted price level -- that is, if they fancy that prices 
can be juggled with like balls -- there is concealed behind these 
dreams nothing but a total ignorance of the real nature of prices. 
Technical progress, which changes all values, obviously changes alsp 
the prices to be deduced from values; a matter which in view of tt>€ 
decline of prices which has acoompanied the whole of capitalist 
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velopmer.t, i s hard ly worth ment ioning ' The rr.arget may ez<srMae a nr.on'. 
f y i n g i n f l u e n c e on the de te rmina t ion of p r ions , ru t more d e c i s i v e tr,t 
t he market r e l a t i o n i s the development .of t h e p roduc t ive f o r c e s whicr, 
in t h e f i r s t p l ace formed t n i s market a9 one of t h e i r many express ion 

As a proof of the p o s s i b i l i t y of c a p i t a l i s t p lanning , we are o f t e n r 
f e r r e d to the c o n t r o l of economy ifc c o u n t r i e s a t war. Howevr , the 
monopolis t economy of war time was only a means to c a p i t a l i s t accumu-
l a t i o n , to p e r p e t u a t i n g p l an l e s s r . e s s . A man t akes c a s t o r o i l in o rdcr 
to pet wel l , but i t w i l l not occur to him, merely because he car.,.t<, 
l i v e cn c a s t e r a i l e x c l u s i v e l y . Yet such mental derangement i s ac tu-
a l l y a t t r i b u t e ! to ~ a p i t a l i s m . During the war, the n a t i o n a l economy 
was not s u b j e c t e d to the m i l i t a r y n e c e s s i t i e s , but the m i l i t a r y nec-
e s s i t i e s , i - e . the n e c e s s i t i e s of the s t r o n g e s t c a p i t a l i s t groups in -
t e r e s t e d ir. the war, s u b j e c t e d a l l o t h e r groups to themselves and f c r 
ced t h e i r w i l l upon them. Here a l so the t e c h n i c a l p o s s i b i l i t y of p l ' n 
n i n g was not proved, s i n c e t h i s economic d i c t a t o r s h i p remained t i e d 
up with the market mechanism. As a ma t t e r of f a c t , today a lso we h t a r 
compla in t s t h a t the t h i n g which passes f o r a beg inn ing a t planned e-
cor.o'my i s in r e a l i t y only the economic d i c t a t o r s h i p of the s t r o n g e r 
a g a i n s t the weaker c a p i t a l i s t groups; t h a t through i t the pcor be-
come poorer and the r i ch r i c h e r . 

VIII • 

Even though i n d i v i d u a l t h e o r e t i c i a n s of p lanning go so f a r as t o r a i . 
the demand f o r a "World Economic Council1!, most of t h e i r t h e o r i e s s tc 
shor t with au ta rchy . The n a t i o n a l economy i s to be made independent c 
th«> movements of the world market . For while c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of econ on • 
ic power wi th in .the n a t i o n a l boundar ies i s he ld p o s s i b l e , t h e r e i s 
some doubt of the ma t t e r as app l i ed on a world s c a l e . C a p i t a l i s t so-
c i e t y i s , however, bound up with i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d e , as of course th 
whole c a p i t a l i s t development i s i d e n t i c a l with the c r e a t i o n of the 
world marke t . From d i v i s i o n of labor wi th in th'e s e p a r a t e n a t i o n s a-
rose i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n of l abor , and the l a t t e r can no more be 
co t te r , away from than the f i r s t . I t may be ob j ec t ed here t h a t i n d i v i -
dual c o u n t r i e s , such as the United S t a t e s , a re capable «f a s e l f -
s u f f i c i n g economy by reason of t h e i r manifold n a t u r a l wealth and a re 
to be d i s t i n g u i s h e d from c o u n t r i e s l e s s b l e 3 s e d . rn t h i s assumption, 
au ta rchy wouid be a s p e c i a l , not a g e n e r a l p o s s i b i l i t y and in c e r t a i n 
c i r cums tances would involve the deatn of c o u n t r i e s whi^h a re not ir. a 
p o s i t i o n t» make themselves s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t . Since t h i s l a t t e r pos s i -
b i l i t y would not , however, g r e a t l y d i s t u r b the humani tar ian t h e o r e t i -
c i a n s of p lanning , we a l so arc w i l l i n g to overlook the mat te r , ar.c 
n e v e r t h e l e s s i t must 3 t i l l he noted t h a t th--" very ppssi PI l i t y of au-
ta rchy ° i. t!>e game time precludes i t as an a r : ual i t y • The very d ive r -
s i t y of the ceocraph i" , c l i m a t i c and c u l t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s of the 
United S t a t e s are an obs ta r l® to t h e i r u n i f i e d c r -o rd ina t io .n , f o r 
ur.is d i v e r s i t y , under c a p i t a l i s t r e l a t i o n s , i s r ^ t h l n g o t h e r than a 
m u l t i p l i c i t y of mutual ly h o s t i l e i n t e r e s t s whion a re not very d i s t i n -
gu i shab le from tnose of the c o n t i n e n t of Europe, evsn though t h e i r 
form3 a r " d i f f e r e n t . However small may be the par t of f o r e i g n t r ade 
in s t a t i s t i c s , i t i s n e v e r t h e l e s s a ques t i on of l i f e ana aeath to 
wr.oie s ' o - i a l «iroup3. However d e c i s i v e may be the domestic market in 
t ime of economic upswing, wher. over -accumula t ion s e t s in the imperi i ' . -
l e t : c compulsion becomes the dominant f a c t o r , f o r the i n s u f f i c i e n t 
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profit at home compels to the conquest of additional sources of pro-
fit. Even though foreign trade is not at the root of either crises or 
periods of prosperity, these latter nevertheless develop or shrink 
the foreign market. Neither this market itself, however, nor the re-
nouncement of it, explains anything. While as regards industry, au-
tarchy is impossible even in "war manufacture", so as regards agri-
culture, as the best experts bear witness, it is quite out of the 
question. In agriculture it would involve structural transformations 
which from the view-point' of productivity would not only be chaos but 
which, in view of the social upheavals which they would bring in^their 
train, are not at all likely to be attempted. It is specialization and 
division of labor which are here determining, and not the will of the 
economic planners. 

By way of summary, let us repeat: The thing which likes to pass it-
self off as planned economy i3 nothing more than the monopolistic 
form of laissez-faire. Planned economy and capitalism are irreconcil-
able contradictions; the one excludes the other. If an economy is 
planned, tnen it has also ceased to be a capitalist economy. 

* -.<• :< •/, .;•>. *>* .> >; . a a a a a •;* * v.- * « • « • ! * a >;• 'A a a 

it ^ vt ,< ;> ».1 w rf v ie v -Jr it •'< w w w is H v it ^ if 

ON THE NE'V PROGRAM OF THE "AMERICAN WORKERS PARTY" . 

By - Karl Korsch. 

The f i r s t ques t ion to be put with r e f e r e n c e to the s ta tement Qf 
p r i n c i p l e s of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y labor pa r ty has to do with whether and 
how f a r t h a t program r e a l l y breaks with the e x i s t i n g c a p i t a l i s t o rde r 
of s o c i e t y . The A.'V.P. i s not l ack ing in t h e s u b j e c t i v e wl 11 to make 
t h a t b reak . I t r e j e c t s not only the h i t h e r t o e x i s t i n g form of the 
bourgeois s o c i a l o rde r and i t s economic founda t i on , but also- the pre-
vious and f u t u r e forms of the Rooseve l t i an New Deal, i n c l u s i v e of in -
f l a t i o n , " s o c i a l c r e d i t " , and " s t a t e s o c i a l i s m " ; i t recogni-zes Fascism 
as merely an a t tempt to save the c a p i t a l i s t S t a t e and p rope r ty , and 
lays bare wi th in the Roosevel t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n the c l e a r l y a r i s i n g t e n -
denc ies to f a s c i s m . I t r e j e c t s the t r a d i t i o n a l American concept of 
" p o l i t i c s " and the replacement of the r e a l p o l i t i c a l movement by the 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y e l e c t o r a l movement. I t p roc la ims a new type of S t a t e in 
the form of the workers ' s t a t e based on workers ' c o u n c i l s as a demo-
c r a t i c ins t rument f o r s o l v i n g the c o n t r a d i c t i o n s of the c a p i t a l i s t 
system and f o r accompl ish ing the t r a n s i t i o n to the communist s o c i e t y . 
I t t akes -he s t a n d p o i n t of an uncond i t i ona l r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n t e r n a t i o n -
al ism of the l abo r movement; and i t s e p a r a t e s I t s e l f , from the Communis 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l because p r i m a r i l y t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n i s "completely and 
mechan ica l ly" c o n t r o l l e d by the Russian p a r t y and s e r v i c e a b l e to the 
changing o f f i c i a l i n t e r e s t s of the Sovie t Union, so t h a t the i d e n t i t y 
of i t s t a s k s with the immediate t a sks of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t r u g g l e 
of the working c l a s s i s no longer u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y and a t every moment 
gua ran teed . In i t s economic a n a l y s i s i t d e c i s i v e l y t akes t h e pos i t i on 
t h a t even though the p re sen t world c r i s i s may be t empora r i l y "overcome 

d e c l i n e of the c a p i t a l i s t system i s no longer r e v e r s i b l e , and i t 
rogards the p r e s e n t c r i s i s as the "beginning of the end of the p resen t 
form j f s o c i e t y " . I t makes the claim of having recognized the n a t u r e 
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of the impending revolutionary change and of hiving the capacity for 
the correct carrying through of the revolutionary proletarian class 
struggle and for the setting up of a free workers' democracy. 

Nevertheless, the present draft program does not contain the break 
with the capitalist social order and all present and future further 
developments of that order. Even in the economic part of the program 
there is a striking gap, in that nowhere is there any attempt to come 
to grips with the concept of planned economy, and much less is tne 
fundamentally capitalist-fascist character of all present day talk* 
and pretense of so-called planned economy decisively pointed out.The 
draft speaks of "planned economy" only in two places. In th» one it 
is taken, for granted that a "planned socialist economy" exists and is 
making headway in the Soviet Union; and although in the next paragraph 
there is express mention of the "compromises" forced upon Russia even 
in the economic sphere ana a statement of the impossibility of build-
ing a socialist economy in the Soviet Union alone, there is not a werd 
of explanation as to why and to what extent the unllmltpdly socialist 
character of the Russian planned economy accords with these compromis-
es and impossibilities and In what that character oonslsts. In the 
other passage which reveals a lack of clarity almost reminiscent or 
the Rooseveltlan and Hltlerian "economic planning", we read that tne 
future workers' State issuing from the victorious revolution Is des-
tined hto undertake great projects of sooial reconstruction by the 
planned economy (/the new society". To this unsatisfactory treat-
ment of the concept of planned economy may be added the ambiguous 
manner in which, Immediately thereafter, in the section on Sociali-
zation", there is demanded only the expropriation of all monopolies 
in industry and land". In view of the monopolistic character of all 
capitalist property, that may, on the one hand, mean complete social-
ization. On the other hand, many doors remain open for limiting the 
"socialization" to the so-called monopolies after the manner of tne 
"socialization program" of the German and Austrian Social Democracy 
from 1918 to 1933, or even according to the still further watered 
proposals of the new-socialist post-war "socialism" (de Man's Plan 
d'action"). 

Thus in the very incompleteness and ambiguity of the economic demands 
it becomes manifest that the carrying out of this program might re-
quire, instead of the revolutionary attuck upon the whole of capital, 
possibly only one or another partial attack. Likewise the 
theoretical clarity at the basis of these demands is proved by the 
form in which (In the last paragraph of the first chapter) cen-
tral contradiction" of the capitalist system and its "solution are 
defined: 

"The centra'l contradiction is unmistakably clear; it is 
the contradiction between a productive plant (I) now 
physically capable of supplying amply all the basic needs 
of men, of freeing men forever from hunger, want and *n~ 
securi'iy, of assuring mankind as a whole thereby full and 
creative 11fe--between this and a system of social rela-
tions that prevents this productive plant from operating 
effectively, th»t directs its operations not to the ful-
fillment of human needs but to the making of profits for 
private individuals and corporations. Out of this contra-
diction and the 1rreoonciluble class divisions it creates, 
flow the many other contradictions that devastate modern 
society." 
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What is here proclaimed is not the Marxist and revolutionary bceic 
contradlcu on between the productive^ force. and productive r « on. 
and (what is strictly Identical with this economic cont 
historical sooial and practical contradiction and struggle between 
th e DOS 80S si nR class (Interested in maintaining the preset relations 
of production) and the non-possessing p r o l e t a r i ^ ^ ' " ^ c h 
in overthrowing the present relations of production), i* c l a s s 
•according to Marx, is "Itself the strongest productive fyixe'^thsr 
it is here asserted, after the fashion of Stuart Chase and other 
modern apostles of capitalist planned economy, that even today, under 
cnnitilism itself, a new epoch hoB set in, in which scarcity proouc 
tion" could be replaced by "plenty production" if only the Pr®8®nJ-
productive apparatus were no longer ""J^verbeen" 
anly used. As if the capitalist mode of production had not ever been 
at the same time the production of 'plenty and the ht, A 
'scarcity' and ever the one only through the medium of the other. ,As 
if the root of the capitalistic evil lay, not in production itself an 
in the capitalistic fettering of the productive f.°rcoa (l.e. lnjthe 
capitalistic suppression of the productive forces which ° b e 

leased through the socialist mode of production and Which even now, 
. in the proletarian class struggle, are rebelling f£a*?8t *5® fiction 
istic relations of production) but only In an avoidable misdirection 
of this production, in trie misuse of the available productive 
tus and in an improper distribution! The basic contradiction of c pi 
talist society is not between the available productive apparatus a 
the productive relations. Rather Is this whole material productive 
apparatus (the technical equipment of the industries),^ this whole^ ^ 
enormous apparatus with its capacity which In times of peace,'even In 
boom periods, la no longer completely used and which Ilea idle during 
the "Crisi8--t his apparatus is nevertheless, 1/ one will only 
consideration also the "normal condition" of war, still today com-
pletely adapted to the capitalistic property relations. This adapted 
ness exists even-for the wage workers and for the now rapidly in-
creasing.'mass of those who are temporarily and chronically unoccupied. 

just as In the capitalistic division of labor the productive workers 
are asslmflotred in the most exact manner.to their means of production, 
the "part-worker" to his 'tool' and the laboring man has become a mere 
appendage of the machine, so the growing army of upemptyyed, even in 
its long-known quality of the "inriuatrial reserve army" of capital 
pence and the more so in its new quality (now grown Important; or tne 
"military reserve army" of capital in war, forms in its functions an 
exactly determinate component of the equipment of the present-day 
capitalist mode of production. Any one who takes aa hia starting poin 
the means of production which,, are actually *at hand-must logically no 
only renounce the proletarian revolution in favor of a capitalistic 
reform, but in the end capitulate before fascism. The present capacity 
of production in its capitalistic form, computed by such theoretician 
as the Technocrats and Stuart Chase, Is given by the existence of tne 
means of production,by the enormous capitalistic productive apparatus 
at hand. When confronted with the storms to which the world market 10 
subjected as a result of the crials, with the ravages of an "unregu-
lated" competition and, laat not least, with the unavoidable rebel-
lions on the part of the suppressed and exploited workers and of the 
growing mass of under-workera who are "planfully" left Jobless In 
time of peace, that productive capacity can be proteoted only by means 
of the strong State, by which thla tecbnlocil foundation of capitalism 
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i s p r o t e c t e d under a l l c i rcumstances in war and in peace end defended 
with a l l o rd inary and e x t r a o r d i n a r y means a g a i n s t a l l a t t a c k s of the 
workers as wel l as of the I n d i v i d u a l c a p i t a l i s t s and s p e c i a l c a p i t a l -
i s t groups . That i s the f e e l i n g today of the bou rgeo i s i e , even where 
i t s t i l f s u f f e r s under fascism, and t h a t i s the f e e l i n g of a l a rge and 
growing p a r t of the people and of the pooplef , even deep i n t o the 
ranks of the workers and of the unemployed under-workers . The sophism 
a t the bottom of a l l t h i s , the decep t iveness of the i l l u s i o n t h a t the 
s t r o n g S t a t e of a H i t l e r o r Mussolini or Roosovelt could r e a l l y so lve 
t h i s problem, and the i n s u f f i c i e n c y of t h i s s t a t i c and evo lu t i ona ry 
goal i t s e l f can be i l l u m i n a t e d only when the bas ic c o n t r a d i c t i o n i s 
peen not from the m a t e r i a l s i d e in the r e l a t i o n between pro'ductive 
means ( a p p a r a t u s ) and the p roduc t ive r e l a t i o n s . b u t from the human 
s ide in the r e l a t i o n between the p roduc t ive f o r c e s which a re poten-
t i a l l y p re sen t in the working popu la t ion and the p resen t c a p i t a l i s t i c 
r e l a t i o n s of product ion (which a re in f u l l accord with the p roduc t ive 
a p p a r a t u s ) . The modern-working c l a s s , which has developed upward, not 
without the c a p i t a l i s t i c means of p roduc t ion , but with them and th ru 
them to the p re sen t l e v e l of i t s economic and h i s t o r i c o - s o c i a l -
p r a c t i c a l p roduc t ive power, but which in i n c r e a s i n g c l a r i t y of con-
sc iousnes s i s a l ready s e p a r a b l e froto those means of product ion and 
can a l r eady bjj j o ined to them i d e o l o g i c a l l y in new s o c i a l i s t f o r m s , - -
t h e modern working c l a s s r e p r e s e n t s t h a t "S t ronges t f o r c e of produc-
t i o n " which in i t s advancing development comes in ever i n c r e a s i n g 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y c o n t r a d i c t i o n s with the f i x e d c a p i t a l i s t i c p roduc t ive 
r e l a t i o n s , p roper ty r e l a t i o n s , d i s t r i b u t i o n r e l a t i o n s , t h e i r S t a t e , 
law attd a l l t h e i r i d e o l o g i e s . I t s own S t a t e , t h e p r o l e t a r i a n workers ' 
S t a t e , i s t h e s t r o n g S t a t e of which today f a s c i s t s and h a l f - f a s c i s t s 
t e c h n o c r a t s and S t u a r t C h a s i s t s dream only in a confused manner, but 
which becomes a c t u a l through the u n f e t t e r i n g of t h a t s t r o n g e s t r evo l -
u t iona ry p roduc t ive f o r c e which even today i s the p r o l e t a r i a n c l a s s 
- i t s e l f , through the b u r s t i n g of those f e t t e r s which even today i s 
c a p i t a l i t / s e l f , and through t h e v i o l e n t s o l u t i o n , in the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p r o l e t a r i a n r evo lu t i on , of the sharpening b a s i c c o n t r a d i c t i o n - e x i s t i n g 
between the two. 

I t i s not my i n t e n t i o n to say t h a t t . . i s , the r e a l l e a n i n g of t h e 
Marxist d o c t r i n e on the b a s i c c o n t r a d i c t i o n of c a p i t a l i s t economy,was 
misunders tood by the au tho r s of the program. There are Marxian 
" m a t e r i a l i s t s " who look upon the Marxist d o c t r i n e of t h e "produc t ive 
char.acte.r o-f the p r o l e t a r i a t l t s e l f ' a s an " i d e a l i s t i c " d e v i a t i o n of 
t h e mas ter from h i s own m a t e r i a l i s m . Th i s d r a f t program i s in genera l 
f a r remote from such dogmatic nar rowness . S t i l l l e s s i s i t my des ign 
to base t h i s whole c r i t i c i s m , say, on the s i n g l e phrase, "p roduc t ive 
p l a n t . " But the whole passage above quoted, which occupies a d e c i s i v e 
p o s i t i o n in the program, i s s a t u r a t e d even in i t s s t y l e with those 
only a p p a r e n t l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y , in r e a l i t y s u p e r f i c i a l ideas which t o -
day a re d i s semina ted by the vo lun ta ry and i n v o l u n t a r y pacemakers of 
the f a s c i s t c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n regard ing the p o s s i b i l i t y of a New Deal 
through a mere t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of d i s t r i b u t i o n and a few "planned-
economic" invas ions i n t o the p resen t system of p roduc t i on . Even where 
the program b r ings out , with a d e c i s i v e n e s s not h i t h e r t o a t t a i n e d in 
any s o c i a l i s t program, the s p e c i a l a i g n i f i c a n c e of the i n d u s t r i a l 
workers and p a r t i c u l a r l y of t h e "bas ic i ru ius t ry workers", f o r whom 
the r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o l u t i o n i s pointed to as the only way out because 
of t h e i r very s i t u a t i o n in l i f e , i t d e f i n e s as the goal of t h i s a c t i o n 
the c r e a t i o n of a c o n d i t i o n in which " the shops run to a^rvo the needs 
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of s o c i e t y and not to make ? p r o f i t f o r p r i v a t o i n d i v i d u a l s and co r -
p o r a t i o n s . This , and t h i s only, w i l l r e l e a s e the machinery now braked 
by the ove r load of c a p i t a l debt and the i m p o s s i b i l i t y of f i n d i n g s o l -
vent p u r c h i s e r s f o r commodit ies" . This o s t e n s i b l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y goal 
of the bas i c indus t ry workers can today, in tho ex igenc ies of the 
c r i s i s , be taken over even by the c a p i t a l i s t who i s t h r e a t e n e d with 
bankruptcy, and in Germany we f ind H i t l e r shout ing: "The gene ra l wel-
f a r e comes be fo re p r i v a t e we l fa ro" l 

The "Revolu t ionary Par l i amenta r i sm" of the A. W. P. 

In t h e c r i t i c i s m of/ the p o l i t i c a l pa r t of the d r a f t program, I take 
as my s t a r t i n g point the view (won through study of the program and 
p re s s of the A.'V.P.) t h a t the A.W.P.at i t s p resen t s t a g e of develop-
ment i s not ye t a d i r e c t l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y pa r ty but i s merely on the 
way "toward an American Revolut ionary Labor Movement".Thife becomes 
ev iden t even from t h e e x t e r n a l d i v i s i o n of the program, where the aims 
of the p a r t y are t r e a t e d q u i t e s e p a r a t e l y from the meana and methods 
which in the p resen t and immediate f u t u r e i t t h i n k s o f e m p l o y i n g in 
i t s " s t r u g g l e fo r^power" . The second c h a p t e r which t r e a t s of " the 
aim of the A.W.P." i s immediately fo l lowed by an I n t e r c a l a t e d t h i r d 
c h a p t e r which gives a c r i t i c i s m of the o t h e r l abo r p a r t i e s and should 
r e a l l y s t and a3 an annex at the end of t h e program; and i t i s only in 
t h e f o u r t h and l a s t c h a p t e r t h a t we get the answer to t h e ques t ion , 
"How t h e AWP w i l l f i g h t f o r Power". The s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s sharp 
s e p a r a t i o n betweoji t h e s o - c a l l e d " f i n a l goa l" (ques t i ons of the maxi-
mal program, ques t i ons of the program of p r i n c i p l e s ) and the so-call«*d 
"p resen t t a s k s " o r " t r a n s i t i o n a l s logans" (ques t i ons of the minima.-, 
program, q u e s t i o n s of the program of a c t i o n ) i s s u f f i c i e n t l y wejl 
known to anyone f a m i l i a r with t h e Marxist movement from the h i s t o r y 
of the European labor p a r t i e s of pro-war t imes . S«ch a p a r t y i s (a t 
the b e s t ) r e v o l u t i o n a r y in i t s theory and in t h e meaning which i t 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y a s s igns to i t s p re sen t a c t i o n s and to the connect ion 
between them; i t i s a l s o r e v o l u t i o n a r y in i t s p r a c t i c a l tendency - -
more or l e s s d i r o c t e d to the " f i n a l g o a l " - - a n d i t may in a c e r t a i n 
measure, even in i t s p r e s e n t p r a c t i c e , f u l f i l l t h a t ro le which the 
Communist Manifes to of 1847-48 had once proclaimed f o r the Communists: 
namely, t h a t they " r e p r e s e n t in the p r e s e n t - d a y movement a t the same 
time the f u t u r e of t h e movement" o r (what merely c o n c r e t i z e s the same 
t h i n g from two d i r e c t i o n s and in ano ther form) t h a t they r ep resen t in 
the n a t i o n a l a t * t h e same t ime tho in te rna t iona l -movement and in the 
p o l i t i c a l a t the same t ime the economic and s o c i a l movement on which 
i t i s based , i t i s not y e t able , however, - whether from o b j e c t i v e 
causes , based on t h e o u t e r development, or from s u b j e c t i v e oiust**. ^ 
based on i t s own development - to combine i t s d i f f e r e n t a c t i v i t i e s , 
d i s t r i b u t e d over d i f f e r e n t spheres and t ime I n t e r v a l s , among eacn 
o t h e r and with a l l the o t h e r act iofia of the prv>><rtaj*AeLH o)n»a - i n ' o 
coheaiVQ whole of one r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i o a * 

Where such a s i t u a t i o n i s given - and t h a t t h i s a p p l i e s to the A.W.P. 
to i t s own c h a r a c t e r and i t s p o s i t i o n wi th in the p re sen t -day American 
labor movement i s c l e a r l y , proved, in my op in ion , by t h e p resen t d r a f t 
program - i t would be improper to t a k e t h e s t a n d p o i n t of a "pure" and 
t o t a l r e v o l u t i o n a r y ideology and to regard the d i f f e r e n c e between the 
f i n a l s logans and the p r e s e n t demands of the program o f fhand , as so 
many " c o n t r a d i c t i o n s " and " i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s " , or to deny to the p a r t y 
in ques t i on any s o r t of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y " c h a r a c t e r because of the 
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l i m i t e d n e a s of i t s immediate p r a c t i c a l t a s k s . The c r i t i c of such a 
program, and p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e o u t s i d e c r i t i c , must r a t h e r s e t out r r o u 
t h e diacodflnoctedness and t r a n s i t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r of such a program ns 
from a given f a c t . He must c o n f i n e h i m s e l f t o p o i n t i n g ou t t h e c a s e s 
in which as a r o s u l t of t h i s ( w i t h i n c e r t a i n l i m i t s u n a v o i d a b l e ) 
d i v i s i o n between f u t u r e aims and p r e s e n t means and methods of -he 
a t r u g g l e , t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y development of t he p a r t y , o r i e n t e d in l t a 

' a c t i o n s on t h i s program, i s h i n d e r e d and endange red . He. can p ro tes t . 
when t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y t h e o r y d e g e n e r a t e s t o a mere i d e o l o g y , to t h e 
i d e o l o g i c a l c loak f o r an a c t u a l l y o p p o r t u n i s t i c p r a c t i c e , and he c m 
prove t h a t in- c e r t a i n cases , as a r e s u l t of t h e p e c u l i a r l y r e v o l u t i o n -
ary" p o s i t i o n of t he pa r ty on a c e r t a i n form of p r o l e t a r i a n * « a o t l v l t y , 
t he p r e s e n t f o r c e of t h i s p r o l e t a r i a n a c t i v i t y i s i n r e a l i t y weakoned 
and i t s f u t u r e r e v o l u t i o n a r y development f e s t e r e d , whi le with an ap-
p a r e n t l y l e a s r e v o l u t i o n a r y a t t i t u d e t o g e t h e r wi th maximum i n t e n 8 l f l -
cctt ion of t h e p r e s e n t a c t i v i t y t he way f o r a r e a l l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y f u r -
t h e r development i s much b e t t e r kept open . 

The g iven s t a r t i n g p o i n t s f o r such a c r i t i c i s m , one which i s not i d e o -
l o g i c a l l y d o c t r i n a i r e but r e a l i s t i c a l l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y , i s o f f e r e d by 
t h e p o s i t i o n t aken in t h e program, on t h e one hand, t o t h e q u e s t i o n 
of u a r l l a m e n t a r l a m , and on t h e o t h e r to t h e q u e s t i o n of t r a d e u n i o n 8 . 

All t h e m i s t a k e s commit ted i,n tho e a r l i e r development of t he Marxis t 
p a r t i e s in Europe and t h e r e a l r e u d y shown up by r e a l i t y a r e brouglnt 
t o g e t h e r with o n c y c l o p i a i c comple teness in t he program s p . t t l t u a e LO 
D a r t i c i D a t i o n in e l e c t i o n s . I t i s not a m a t t e r of c r i t i c i s i n g t h e de-
c i s i o n adop ted by the p a r t y in t h i s f i e l d of t a c t i c s . A s o b e r e x p o s i -
t i o n of mere grounds of expediency, which make p a r t i c i p a t i o n in e l e c -
t i o n s a t r a n s i t o r i l y unevadable n e c e s s i t y in p r e s e n t - l a y America ,even 
f o r a p r o l e t a r i a n and in i t s tendency r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y , would s u f -
f i c e i f not t o r e f u t e a l l t h e fundamen ta l o b j e c t i o n s which might a r i s e 
a g a i n s t t he t a c t i c a l d e c i s i o n , a t l e a s t t o make them p r a c t i c a l l y of 
no a c c o u n t . I n s t e a d of t h a t , t h e p r e s e n t d r a f t program has , i n t h e 
f i r s t p l a c e , t aken a p o s i t i o n on t h i s q u e s t i o n which i s t h o r o l y con-
t r a d i c t o r y - - and t h i s i s by no means a d i a l e c t i c a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n , 
b rough t about t h r u t h e r e l a t i o n between f i n a l goa l and p r e s e n t t a s k s , 

v but a s imple and d i r e c t c o n t r a d i c t i o n a r i s i n g t h r u u n c l e a r and incon-
s i s t e n t t h i n k i n g and s p e a k i n g . I t has, f u r t h e r m o r e , a t t h e p l a c e wnere 
uftTer long b e a t i n g about t h e bush in t h e very l a s t s e c t i o n of t h e pro 
gram t h e p r a c t i c a l d e c i s i o n i s now r e a l l y t a k e n , i t has f o r t h w i t h 
added on to t h i s o p p o r t u n i s t i c d e o i s i o n an i d e o l o g i c a l and a p o l o g e t i , 
i l l u s i o n a r y and " r e v o l u t i o n a r y " j u s t i f i c a t i o n by which i t s e l f ana in 
a d d i t i o n to o t h e r o r o t h e r s a r e d e c e i v e d . In do ing so, i t has d e c l d e a 
not s imply f o r p a r l i a m e n t a r y a c t i v i t y of t h e p a r t y , but has r a t h e r 
t aken up with t h a t t h o r o l y u n r e a l mons ter of a s o - c a l l e d "revolut^IOQ-
a r v b a r l l s m e n t a r i s m " t h e n o t h i n g n e s s of which has been proved by 
p r e v i o u s e x p e r i e n c e of a l l Marxis t p a r t i e s in Germany and. i n a l l oi-ner 
European c o u n t r i e s b e f o r e and s i n c e t h e w a r , - - a someth ing wn 1 on, a r e 
t h e c l o s e of t h a t h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d in which the P a r l i a m e n t c o n s t i t u t e d 
f o r t h e b o u r g e o i s r e v o l u t i o n i t s e l f a means of s t r u g g l e and not yet, a 
mere means f o r c o o r d i n a t i n g t h e d i f f e r e n t competing c l a s s i n t e r e s t s 
w i t h i n t he b o u r g e o i s i e , hence in t h e e n t i r e epoch of th<? b e g i n n i n g 
p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n has a c t u a l l y n e v e r end nowhere e x i s t e d and which 
l i k e w i s e w i l l by no means e x i s t f o r t h e p r e s e n t and f u t u r e America now 
e n t e r i n g upon t h e e r a of t he f i n a l a t r u g g l e between r e v o l u t i o n and 
c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n , democracy and f a s c i s m , s o c i a l i s m and c a p i t a l i s m . 
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Because of t he impor tance of t h e m a t t e r , I s h a l l ske t ch In some de-
t a i l t he d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s "by*, which in t h i s program a r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
p r i n c i p l e , which from t h e very b e g i n n i n g i s f o r m u l a t e d ambiguously 
becomes c o n v e r t e d into, a mere r e v o l u t i o n a r y p h r a s e . 

As e a r l y us tho second c h a p t e r , (which in i t s e l f i s no t concerned with 
p r e s e n t P r a c t i c e , but only with t h e "goa l" of t he p a r t y ) we ge t some 
remarkab le p h r a s e o l o g y c o n c e r n i n g the a l l e g e d l y "common aims of a l l 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s » - - a s i f (and p a r t i c u l a r l y from the v i ewpo in t of tho 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y f i n a l g o a l ) t h e r e cou ld be such a common c h a r a c t e r of 
p r o l e t a r i a n and c a p i t a l i a t p a r t i e s oven f o r a moment. The program i t -
s e l f d e s c r i b e s in d e t a i l , i n two s p e c i a l s e c t i o n s , The N a t u r e of t h e 
C a p i t a l i s t D i c t a t o r s h i p " as tho r u l e of a m i n o r i t y and t h e t e c h n i q u e 
by which the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s imposes t h i s r u l e upon t h e g r e a t m a j o r -
i t y of t h e peop lo and of t h e working c l a s s with a l l f o r c e f u l means, 
d i r e c t and i n d i r e c t . 

T h i s e x p o s i t i o n i s c o u n t e r b a l a n c e d in t he nex t s e c t i o n by "The S p e c i -
f i c Aims of a Revo lu t i ona ry P a r t y " , and on t h i s occas ion , i f *°*"<fs 
have any meaning, p a r l i a m e n t a r y a c t i o n as a p o s s i b l e means f o r t h e 
a t t a i n m e n t of even t h e s m a l l e s t p a r t of t h e s e s p e c i f i c aims i s r a d i c -
a l l y r e j e c t e d . Th i s r e j e c t i o n b e g i n s - - s t i l l somewhat weak ly - -w l th t h e 
o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t t h e A.W.F., to bo s u r e , l i k e t h e c a p i t a l i s t p a r t i e s 
aims a t t he conques t and c o n s o l i d a t i o n of s t a t e power, but t h a t , u p t a k e 
t h e c a p i t a l i s t p a r t i e s , i t r e g i r d s t h i s measure "merely as an e s s e n t i a l 
( I ) s t e p to f u n d a m e n t a l l y chang ing t h e whole o r d e r of s o c i e t y " . I t 
wants t o b r i n g t h i s about "not by s t e p p i n g i n t o s t a t e power.—th? p re s -
idency o r Congress , but by do ing away with t h e p r e s e n t b a s i s of s t a t e 
power e n t i r e l y " . The whole e x p o s i t i o n immedia te ly f o l l o w i n g reaches 
l t a c l imax In t h e r e s u l t t h a t in t he g iven c o n d i t i o n s of t he p o l i t i c a l 
d i c t a t o r s h i p of c a p i t a l , r e s t i n g upon t h e economic and s o c i a l c l a s s -
c h a r a c t e r of t h e c a p i t a l i s t o r d e r , i t would be Utopian f o r t h e workers 
to b e l i e v e t h a t t h e y could t a k e ove r t h e s t a t e power a long p a r l i a m e n -
t a r y p a t h s . To t h i s end, t h e working c l a s s would r a t h e r r e q u i r e o t h e r , 
newly f o r g e d weapons. The u n i t e d a c t i o n of t h e working c l a s s o r g a n l z 
t i o n s must p r o v i d e t h e b a s i s f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t r u l y u n i t e d 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y wor lc lng-c lass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; t h e worke r s ' c o u n c i l s , 
which c a r r y t h rough t h e s t r u g g l e f o r power "with a l l means". 

But a l l t he t h e o r e t i c a l c l a r i t y whicrt with t h e s e f o r m u l a t i o n s seems 
at f i r s t to be won, not only f o r an a c t i o n l y i n g in t h e remote f u t u r e , 
but in t endency a l s o f o r tho p r e s e n t a c t i o n of the r evo lu t i on" . ry l a b -
o r p a r t y , - - j t h d t becomes i l l u s o r y t h rough the s t a t e m e n t s of t he f o u r t n 
c h a p t e r by which they a r e i r r e c o n c i l a b l y opposed . Hero we f i n d , I n t he 
next to t h e 1 s t s e c t i o n , devoted to t h e "Uni ted F r o n t " , t h e remark-
a b l e i n v e r s i o n of t he r e a l r e l a t i o n between a genuine worke r s ' u n i t e d 
f r o n t and t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y s e i z u r e and e x e r c i s e of power through 
the workers ' c o u n c i l s ; namely, t h a t t h e u n i t e d f r o n t i s not denoted 
as a b r e e d i n g ground f o r t h e workers ' c o u n c i l s , but i n v e r s e l y " the 
s o - c a l l e d (why only s o - c a l l e d ? ) workers ' c o u n c i l s " a s merely " the most 
h i g h l y developed form of t h e u n i t e d f r o n t " . But t h i s l i t t l e d i s c r e p a n t 
between tho f o u r t h and t h e second c h a p t e r comple t e ly d i s a p p e a r s b e f o r e 
t he magni tude of t h e c a t a s t r o p h i c downfa l l which now comes about in 
t h e l a s t s e c t i o n of t h i s c h a p t e r , on t h e l a s t page of t h i s whole pro-
gram. Once more in t h i s s e c t i o n , which i s headed " P a r t i c i p a t i o n in 
E l e c t i o n s " , but t h i s t ime in a much more c i r c u m s p e c t and r e s e r v e d 
f a s h i o n , t he "movement to t h e b a l l o t box" i s denoted aa " in t h e l a s t 
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i n s t a n c e (!,) no t ( J ) ' t h e ( I ) most important (5) form ( ! ) " of the po l -
i t i c a l mass-movement. This r e s e r v a t i o n now sorv~s merely es i t r a n s i - \ 
t i o n to the pompous o b s e r v a t i o n : "This does r.ot me-.n th-.t the AWP 
w i l l neg lec t the t r a d i t i o n a l motho'ds of American p o l i t l ; s " . I t w i l l 
r a t h e r - - t h e dam is now broken, and the f l oods so lor.g hold up rush 
buck b o i s t e r o u s l y in to t h e i r old accustomed course - - "wherever and 
whenever p o s s i b l e , p a r t i c i p a t e in l o c a l , s t a t e and n a t i o n a l e l e c t i o n s , 
and w i l l f i g h t j,o win e l e c t i o n s " . 

Now to the j u s t i f i c a t i o n of t h i s t a c t i c t h e r e march up, one behind the 
o the r , . i l l those well-ttnown i d e o l o g i c a l pseudo-reasons which in Ger-
many and elsewhere have over and over aga in been tho ro ly depr ived of 
f o r c e . Beginning with the " r e v o l u t i o n a r y " p o s s i b i l i t i e s of the e l e c -
t i o n s t r u g g l e as a t r i b u n e f o r p ropaga t ing the aims and program of 
tho p a r t y and f o r uncover ing the mis l ead ing and concea l ing manoeuvers 
of the opponents , and ending with those " s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n s " in to 
which the va r ious e l e c t e d par ty members w i l l be placed through t h i s 
e l e c t i o n a l l e g e d l y f o r the support of t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n and of the 
workers ' s t r u g g l e s and for b reak ing down the c a p i t a l i s t i c c o n t r o l 
over the 3 t a t e and f o r the publ ic p i l l o r i n g of the f r a u d u l e n t govern-
ment p o l i t i c s . One sees t h a t the r e v o l u t i o n a r y " theory" of the b a s i c 
p a r t of the pa r ty program and e s p e c i a l l y t h e solemn promise "not to 
s t e p in to s t a t e o f f i c e , the Presidency o r Congress" i s here a c t u a l l y 
reduced to a pure ideology of concealment, which enables the pa r ty 
a l so on i t 3 own account to f a i t h f u l l y c a r r y on " the t r a d i t i o n a l 
methods of American p o l i t i c s " . 

The Trade-Union Pol icy of the A.'W.P. 

In t h e t r a d e - u n i o n q u e s t i o n a l so t h e r e i s a c o n t r a d i c t i o n between the 
t h e o r e t i c a l p o s i t i o n of the A.VV.P. as consc ious ly proclaimed in the 
program, and i t s a c t u a l p r a c t i c e as shown by the prev ious and con-
t i n u i n g development of the par ty and as i t roce ives a t . l ea s t an in -
d i r e c t exp res s ion in t h e concre te p o s i t i o n s taken in the program on 
the ques t i ons of the p re sen t -day American t r a d e - u n i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n ana 
t a c t i c . In i t s a c t u a l p r a c t i c e and in a l l concre te q u e s t i o n s , the 
A.'W.P., which in i t s pas t "has f u n c t i o n e d p r i m a r i l y in the economic 
c o n f l i c t s of tne American l abor scene", r ecogn izes even ye t today the 
p e c u l i a r and independent s i g n i f i c a n c e of the economic and s o c i a l 
s t r u g g l e s of the working c l a s s and renounces express ly not only a 
"mechanical" but a c t u a l l y a l so any o t h e r form of ru le over the t r a d e -
union o r g a n i z a t i o n s ana t h e s u b o r d i n a t i o n of t h e i r s p e c i a l aims to 
the "h igher" aims of the " p o l i t i c s " c a r r i e d on by the " P a r t y " . In i t s 
t h e o r e t i c a l p o s i t i o n on the t r a d e - u n i o n ques t i on , however, i t takes 
i t s s t and on t h a t t t e o r y which in the be s t case (Lenin) i s .1 acob ln l -
ca 1- r e v o l u t i o n a r y and in the worse cas,e ( t h e German Soc iu l Democracy 
and o t h e r m a r x i s t . p a r t i e s of pre-war t ime) i s simply bourgeo i s ; 
namely, the primacy of p o l i t i c s over economics and of the p o l i t i c a l 
over the t r a d e - u n i o n s t r u g g l e . While i t r i g h t l y reproaches the 
American Soc ia l Democracy with drawing too sharp and a r b i t r a r y a 
l i n e of s e p a r a t i o n between t h e p o l i t i c a l and economic l abo r s t r u g g l e , 
with l eav ing the l e a d e r s h i p of the l a t t e r completely in the hands of 
the u l t r a - r e f o r m i s t bureaucracy of the A.F. of L. and with suppor t ing 
in the t r a d e - u n i o n s in al\l cases the r e a c t i o n a r y measures of the 
r i g h t -wing bureaucracy aga ins t t h e p r o g r e s s i v e t endenc ie s wi th in the 
t r a d e unions, s t i l l in the f o r m u l a t i o n s of p r i n c i p l e of i t s d r a f t 
program the A.W.P. i t s e l f f a l l s int»o the oppoa i t o o i ie -3 idodness . One 
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may say t h a t in the American l abor movement of the p re sen t timo the 
S o c i a l i s t Far ty r epea t s the a c t u a l development, while the A.W.P. r e -
peats the 1deology of the German Gonial Democracy of p re - and pos t -
war t ime, where the t r u e r e l a t i o n between pa r ty and t r a d e unions was 
even then mir rored i n v e r s e l y . 

In a sha rp break with the a c t u a l c h a r a c t e r which i t has p rev ious ly 
revea led , the A.W.P. today wants to be above a l l a " p o l i t i c a l " pa r ty / 
For t h i s reason i t wishes to give a s t r i c t l y p o l i t i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n 
not only to a l l i t s own a c t i v i t i e s , but in an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y ab-
s t r a c t f a s h i o n to s u b o r d i n a t e a l l o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s of the working 
c l a s s to t h i s p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y of the P a r t y . All o t h e r c l a s s o r -
g a n i z a t i o n of the f i g h t i n g p r o l e t a r i a t appear acco rd ing ly , even in 
t h i s new program, under the bad and u n s p e c i f i c genera l name of "mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s " ( to be won by the party!). Even the t r a d e unions, which 
in r e a l i t y r ep re sen t a p e c u l i a r and independent bas ic form of the 
p r o l e t a r i a n c l a s s o r g a n i z a t i o n not r e p l a c e a b l e by the p a r t y , come 
under t h i s t h e o r e t i c a l v iewpoin t . In t h e p re sen t d r a f t program they 
are t r e a t e d as, to be sure , most important but ye t only of equal rank 
with the o t h e r "mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s " (by the s i d e of f a r m e r s , n e g r o e s , 
p r o f e s s i o n a l workers and unemployed) , thru which the Pa r ty ,ma in ly bent 
upon i t s own narrower p o l i t i c a l par ty t a s k s , s t r i v e s to extend and 
s t r e n g t h e n i t s i n f l u e n c e in a secondary way. Though In t h i s cor.nectlor 
the overwhelming importance of the i n d u s t r i a l workers and e s p e c i a l l y 
of the "workers in the l a rge shops,mi l i s , f a c t o r i e s and mines of the ' 
ba s i c i n d u s t r i e s " i s c o r r e c t l y emphasi zed,y e t immediately fo l lowing , 
with a somewhat s t r i k i n g " idea l i sm" , the a c t u a l winning of p r e c i s e l y 
t h e s e most important workers i s p r a c t i c a l l y s e t equal to the pure ly 
i d e o l o g i c a l t a sk of t h e i r merely t h e o r e t i c a l a t t r a c t i o n i n t o the in-
ner o r i e n t a t i o n of the P a r t y . The prograjn says t h a t the A.W.P. wants 
to suppor t i t s e l f "in a two- fo ld sense" on t h e s e i n d u s t r i a l workers . 
I t wants to win t h e i r membersh ip , the l r conf idence and i n f l u e n t i a l 
p o s i t i o n s in t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; but even though the a c t u a l progress 
aimed at in t h i s way among the i n d u s t r i a l workers were to be s l i g h t , 
the A.W.P. wants to "make the needs and the h i s t o r i c a l p o s i t i o n of 
t he se workers the vi ewpolnt of i t s t h e o r e t i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n " . This 
"i f i e a l i s t i c " t u rn of speech Is not only s u s p i c i o u s l y reminiscent of 
the manner of a merely pa r l i amenta ry and e l e c t o r a l par ty , which a lso 
ever t a k e s ca re to put t h e needs and t h e s i t u a t i o n of broad masses of 
v o t e r s "in the mid-poin tof i t s o r i e n t a t i o n " . I t a l s o shows very c l e a r -
ly the i n s u f f i c i e n c y of such a merely formal a t t i t u d e of the p o l i t i c a l 
pa r ty of the p r o l e t a r i a t to a l l a c t i v i t i e s of the p r o l e t a r i a n class" 
s t r u g g l e which a re not o r "not y e t " p o l i t i c a l l y formed. 

Now of course the A.W.P.in t h i s very p r o f e s s i o n of a l l e g i a n c e to the 
primacy of p o l i t i c s over economics and to the s u p e r i o r i t y of the con-
sc ious p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e of the Par ty over a l l o t h e r l e s s developed 
forms of the p r o l e t a r i a n f i g h t f o r emancipat ion, has wished to pro-
f e s s a l l e g i a n c e to t h a t r e v o l u t i o n a r y concept ion of the r e l a t i o n be-
tween economics and p o l i t i c s , par ty and t r a d e unions, wtilch s ince 
Lenir. and Trotsky i s regarded as the t r u e Marxist p o s i t i o n on the 
t r a d e - u n i o n q u e s t i o n . The A.W.P. wants in i t s t u rn to repea t t h a t 
g rea t s t r u g g l e which Lenin, around the t u r n of the cen tu ry , c a r r i e d 
through in Russia and on ttn i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c a l e a g a i n s t the "Econo-
m i s t s " , and to r e s t o r e to honor t h a t famous phrase of the Communist 
Manifes to which s t a t e s t h a t in the l a s t i n s t a n c e "every c l a s s s t r u g g l e " 
Is a p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e " . I t q u i t e c o r r e c t l y recognizes behind the 
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apparen t bowing of the " S o c i a l i s t p a r t y " to the " t r a d e unions" the 
r e a l a l l i a n c e of a l l backward i n s t e a d of forward looking elements ir. 
pa r ty and t r a d e unions .and wants to s e t over a g a i n s t t h i s a l l i a n c e of 
a l l r e a c t i o n a r y e lements under the "hegemony" of the t r a d e - u n i o n bu r -
eaucracy the a l l i a n c e of a l l p rog re s s ive elements of the whole l abor 
movement under the l e a d e r s h i p of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y . Su~h a gen- ^ 
uir.e combinat ion of the economic and p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e and of a l l 
o t h » r forms of a c t i v i t y of the -working c l a s s i n t o the s i n g l e whcle of 
a d i r e c t l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e i s the necessa ry goal of a l l p r o l e -
t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n i s t s , r e g a r d l e s s of whether they conceive t h i s a l -
l i a n c e in t h e "Leninist-Communist" manner as a b r i n g i n g t o g e t h e r of 
a l l i s o l a t e d forms of s t r u g g l e in to the r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l s t r u g -
g le o r in t h e ^ ' s y n d i c a l i s t " manner as an ex tens ion and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n 
of the d i r e c t economic a c t i o n in to the s i n g l e whole of a di r e c t l y 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y and 3 o c l a l s t r u g g l e . Or. t h i s point t h e r e s c e r c e l y re -
mains ir» the r e v o l u t i o n a r y e n d - r e s u l t a s i n g l e d i f f e r e n c e between the 
two t endenc i e s which today a re competing with and warr ing upon each 
o t h e r . The very same Marx whr c a l l e d every c l a s s s t r u g g l e a ' " r o l i t i c r . l 
3t ruggle" has a lso in exac t ly the 3ame sens$ c a l l e d p o l i t i c s a "con-
c e r t r a t ed economics". The co inc idence of t h e two -oncep t i«ns regard-
ing the r e l a t i o n of the economic to the p o l i t i c a l c l a s s s t r u g g l e f i r s t 
p r a c t i c a l l y comes about, however, in the moment or in t h e per iod when, 
ir. t he d i r e c t r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i o n of the workers ' counc i l s , economic? 
and p o l i t i c s a c t u a l l y c o a l e s c e . Unt i l t h a t t ime the claim to hegemony 
put f o r t h by both of the t endenc ie s , the " p o l i t i c a l " one of the 
Marxis t s and L e n i n i s t s no l e s s than t h e "economic" one of the synd ic -
a l i s t s , con t a in s a one-s idedne3s whi"h r e s t r i c t s and weakens the 
p r a c t i c a l c l a s s s t r u g g l e of t h e p r o l e t a r i a t . The i d e n t i t y which i s 
p re sen t in £be-beginning of t h e economic, and p o l i t i c a l c l a s s s t r u g g l e 
of the workers can f i r s t be completely a c t u a l i z e d in the f u l l develop-
ment of the d i r e c t l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e . I t can no more be brought 
about ir. advance through a merely formal " s u b o r d i n a t i o n " of t h e " t r a d e 
union inasS o r g a n i z a t i o n s " to the viewpoint of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y par ty 
than through the r.o l e s s formal r e j e c t i o n of a l l " p o l i t i c s " in the 
o t h e r camp; and the damage unavoidably r e s u l t i n g from such an empty 
formalism s t r i k e s , as i s e s p e c i a l l y « l e a r l y shown by the f a t e of the 
German Soc ia l Democracy, in the end not only and not even most B e -
ve r ly the t r a d e unions and the p o s s i b l e forms of o r g a n i z a t i o n to be 
" p o l i t i c i z e d " and " l ed" by the par ty in accordance with i t s " r evo lu -
t i o n a r y " ideology, but a l so the pa r ty i t s e l f , J u s t as in an e a r l i e r 
per iod with t h e German Soc ia l Democracy, so with the AWP even today 
t h e r e i s concea led behind the i d e o l o g i c a l l y r a i s e d claim to th* p r i -
macy of the pa r ty over the t r a d e unions, In r e a l i t y the o p p o s i t e 
p r a c t i c a l tendency of s u b j e c t i n g i t s r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l theory 
to the preponderance of the t r a d e - u n i o n mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s and t h e i r 
p r a c t i c e , o r i e n t e d to t h e i r own and by no means r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n t e r -
e s t s . Such a germ of f u t u r e c a p i t u l a t i o n i s concealed, f o r example, 
behind the e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y genera l d e c l a r a t i o n of the p i r t y aga ins t 
"ar.y gene ra l po l i cy of dual unionism" and t h e equa l ly gene ra l a s s e r -
t i o n , added to t h i s d e c l a r a t i o n as the only reason f o r i t , t h a t any 
"divided t r a d e union movement opens the way f o r f a s c i s m . " This passage 
may be a p p l i c a b l e to the po l icy of the Communist P a r t y - - a po l i cy which 
i s desc r |>4d imbued i a t e l y t h e r e a f t e r i n , c o n s i d e r a b l y more c o n c r e t e fortr-
with i>3 paper re'fi unions bound to-*ffie l i n e s e t by t h e p a r t y l eader* 
ship , though even f o r t h i s trad® union p o l i c y of the C.P. the most 
f a t a l m i s t a k e - - a po in t which t h e program completely o v e r l o o k s - - c o n -
s i s t e a in the f a c t t h a t i t h i a be«a an iinp:i:*ctpla<i tuci-ii ' 4i^'f«'rent 
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for different countries ana continually vacillating in the course of 
time, ana has accordingly been no more a consistent policy of split" 
ting trie trade unions than a consistent policy of conquering them; 
but how can a revolutionary proletarian party in the USA--a party 
which is up in arms against the ineradicable reformism of the A.F.of 
L. bureaucracy, and at the same time has to ward off the new half-
fascist tendency ofthe Roosevelt administration to turning the trade 
union movement into an Instrument of state policy, and which further-
more propagates as the next stage of development to be aimed at with 
reference to workers' united front actions the forming of revolution-
ary workers' councils--how can such a party, in such a pompous manner 
resign itself to recognizing the now existing trade union organiza-
tions for all future time? In reality there is here revealed, in this 
first practical drawing back of the American Workers Party before tile 
enormous difficulties of its theoretically proclaimed revolutionary 
tasks, the unavoidable developmental tendency of a political party 
which, instead of injecting itself as a definite part, fulfilling im-
portant part functions, into the existing working-class movement, 
comes forth with a"theoretical" claim to totality, in the ncme of a 
"revolutionary" theory which, under the given rel tions, is unavoid-
ably converted into an ideological glorification of a much more 
limited practice, and behind which the process of reducing the revo-
lutionary proletarian party to a bourgeois opposition party and its 
final destruction through the american Mussolini or Hitler can be 
accomplished the more readily. 

IN GERMAN:-- BESTELLT - LEST. 

"Ratekorrespondenz" ( T h e o r e t i s c h e s - und Diskuss ions -
organ f u r die Ratebewegung) Herausgegeben von der 
Gruppe I n t e r n a t i o n a l e r Kommunisten Hol land . 

Jede Nummer 10£ - P o r t o f r e i . B e s t e l l t bel 

United '.Yorkers 1 Pa r ty 
1604 N. C a l i f o r n i a Ave., 
C rile ago, 111. 

N O T I C E 

.. *>;:;; •*.; .hi .HHH*a WHHHHKHHHHK-iHHHf a a s 
>:• Each i s sue of the Council Correspondence con t a in s 

f i r s t t r a n s l a t i o n s i n t o English of some important a r - '•< 
* t i c l e or pamphlet by Marxian t h e o r e t i c i a n s . This mat- * 
* e r t i a l i s not o b t a i n a b l e anywhere e l s e . Every Marxist # 
* needs t h e Counci l Correspondence. You can assure 
» y o u r s e l f a copy of each i s sue by sending in your ei»b- * 
«• s c r i p t i o n f o r 1935 NOW. Send $1 and your n.-me ad- * 
if dre30 to : United Workers' Par ty 
» 1604 N. C a l i f o r n i a Ave., * 
« Chicago, 111. 
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L E N I N I S M O R . M A R X I S: M ? «H*» 

By ROSA LUXEMBURG. 

I n t r o d u c t i o n . 

" S e n s i t i v e sou l s w i l l aga in lament ," wrote Rosa Luxemburg a t the end 
of h e r q u a r r e l with the pseudo-Marxists of the Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
" that . Marxis ts wrangle among themselves, and t h a t approved " a u t h o r i -
t i e s " a re combat ted . But Marxism i s not a h a n d f u l of i n d i v i d u a l s who 
c o n f e r upon each o t h e r t h e r i gh t of "exper t judgment" and b e f o r e whom 
the g rea t mass of b e l i e v e r s i s expected to die in a s t a t e of b l i n d 
c o n f i d e n c e . Marxism i s a r e v o l u t i o n a r y view of t h e world which must 
c o n s t a n t l y s t r i v e f o r new i n s i g h t s , which eschews noth ing so much as 
the ho ld ing on to forms which have l o s t t h e i r v a l i d i t y , and which bes t 
p r e s e r v e s i t s v i t a l s t r e n g t h in ojscasionsl c l a s h e s of s e l f - c r i t i c i s m " . 

These s e n t i m e n t s of Rosa Luxemburg, w r i t t e n in J a i l dur ing the "/orld 
War, deserve to be r epea ted today louder than eve r . The cry f o r uaVty 
which i s now so much in f a v o r , and which, a f t e r the f r i g h t f u l de fee ta 
of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o l e t a r i a t , se rves merely to v e i l the f a c t t ha t 
with the p re sen t l a b o r o r g a n i z a t i o n s the forming of a genuine p r o l e -
t a r i a n c l a s s f r o n t i s imposs ib le , must be answered by the r e v o l u t i o n -
ary workers with unspa r ing c r i t i c i s m . The o ld , o u t l i v e d l a b o r movement 
excludes any r e a l u n i t e d f r o n t , which i s p o s s i b l e only upon the b a s i s 
of the genuine c l a s s s t r u g g l e and not upon t h a t of o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The 
uni ty of t he uead form i s the death of the f i g h t i n g s p i r i t of the 
working c l a s s . The proper concern i s r a t h e r with break ing up the or -
g a n i z a t i o n s which have become a f e t t e r upon the c l a s s s t r u g g l e , in 
o rde r to make the working c l a s s f i t f o r s t r u g g l e . And what today must 
be brokon up a re not only the wretched remains of the d i l a p i d a t e d or -
g a n i z a t i o n s of the Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l and of the t r a d e union move-
ment, but a l so the o r g a n i z a t i o n s of the " h e i r s " of the r e f o r m i s t move-
ment, the Th i rd I n t e r n a t i o n a l and i t s va r ious ' r i g h t ' and ' l e f t ' o f f -
shoo t s . 
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3carce ly had t h e Russian Revolut ion put an end to the "exper t judgment 
of the Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l in the ma t t e r of c l a s s b e t r a y a l and murder 
of workers, when the new " a u t h o r i t i e s " of the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l were 
in t h e i r t u rn des t roy ing the f i r s t beginnings of a genuine r e v o l u t i o n -
ary movement, which found i t s new form of o r g a n i z a t i o n in the workers ' 
c o u n c i l s . The ' o f f i c i a l ' l abo r movement h a s ' n e v e r been more contempt-
i b l e , more t r e a s o n a b l e , more nauseous than i t i s today. The neg lec t on 
the pa r t of t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o l e t a r i a t to make a v io l en t end of the 
old- l abor movement has been pa id f o r .with the blood of i t s bes t 
f i g h t e r s . The brazenness of the "owners" of ..the " labor o r g a n i z a t i o n s " 
l i v e d down t h e i r b e t r a y a l of the working cl^ass dur ing the World War, 
l i v e d down t h e s l a u g h t e r of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement of C e n t r a l 
Europe a f t e r the War, l i v e d down apparen t ly a l so the d e f e a t s s u f f e r e d 
at the hanos of Fascism in I t a l y , Germany and Aus t r i a , only in o r d e r 
to make a new at tempt to cont inue the t r eache rous bus iness and pro lor. ' 
i t s p a r a s i t i c a l e x i s t e n c e a t t h e expense of the workers . Though the o. 
g a n i z a t i o n s of both the I n t e r n a t i o n a l s a're p o l i t i c a l l y done f o r , they 
n e v e r t h e l e s s s t i l l p e r s i s t aa t r a d i t i o n s in the minds of the workers 
and poison the f i r s t a t t empts a t the forming of genuine f i g h t i n g i n -
s t r umen t s . They must furVher be s h a t t e r e d even as a t r a d i t i o n , :nd 
wi th in the scope of t h i s n e c e s s i t y l i e s a l so the d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e 
Lenin legend so a r t i f i c i a l l y b u i l t up. 

*The h i s t o r y of the L e n i n i s t , pseudo-communist p a r t i e s of the Third In-
t e r n a t i o n a l i s the h i s t o r y o f - u n i n t e r r u p t e d inner c r i s e s . The i r deve l -
opment could r e a l l y t ake no o t h e r course ; f o r t h e whole i d e o l o g i c a l 
and t a c t i c a l baggage of the Third I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s a mixture of s o c i a l 
democrat ic t r a d i t i o n s and s o - c a l l e d ' e x p e r i e n c e s ' of the Bo l shev i s t 
Par ty--oombined with the heeds of Russian n a t i o n a l po l icy ( d i r e c t e d 
toward making Russia one of the Great Powers), which determine the 
p o l i t i c a l l i n e of t h a t I n t e r n a t i o n a l . Yet dne of the elementary t r u t h s 
of the m a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c i s t h a t the methods and mear.F of s t r u g g l e 
which are p roper to a given pe r iod and to a d e t e r m i n a t e p l ace prove 
inep t when "t ransf e r red ,to ano the r per iod and to o t h e r l o c a l i t i e s and 
r e l a t i o n s . For t h i s reason, the t a c t i c of the ThJrd I n t e r n a t i o n a l did 
no t , and does not , meet the needs of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y c l a s s s t r u g g l e 
of the p r o l e t a r i a t ; and s t i l l l e s s .in harmony with t h i s s t r u g g l e i s 
Russian domestic p o l i t i c s . 

The a e f i l i n g of Marxism, from o p p o r t u n i s t i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , a t the 
hands of L e n i n ' s i n t e r n a t i o n a l , i s no l e s s ex t ens ive than th&t which 
i t has s u f f e r e d through the Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l . N e i t h e r of them has 
any connect ion with r e v o l u t i o n a r y Marxism. The un-Marxist c h a r a c t e r 
of I . en in ' s thought , f o r example, may be glimpsed in the f a c t t h a t , mis-
led by the i d e o l o g i c a l backwardness of t h e , Russian worklfrs while a t tr 
same time a c c e p t i n g the mechan is t i c conceptions- of Pl-echanoff and 
Kautsky, he came to t h e p h i l o s o p h i c a l conc lus ion t h a t the working 
c l a s s w i l l never be capab le of developing a r e v o l u t i o n a r y c l a s s -
consc iousness but t h a t such consc iousness must be ' imposed ' on t h e 
masses by the r e v o l u t i o n a r y par ty , which ge t s i t s i dea s from the in -
t e l l e c t u a l s . In h i s pamphlet "What's To Be Done", t h i s view i s gi.ven 
the c l e a r e s t p o s s i b l e expression, , and the upshot i s t h a t without a 
p a r t ^ , and, here aga in , a sharp ly c e n t r a l i z e d and s t r i c t l y d i s c i p l i n e d 
pa r ty , a r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement i s - - p o s s i b l e , no doubt, but can in 
no case be a s u c c e s s f u l one. His p r i n c i p l e of o r g a n i z a t i o n and r e v o l -
u t i on i s of a d i sa rming s i m p l i c i t y ; the o b j e c t i v e s i t u a t i o n o rea t v* 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y ferments , which i t i s tta« .dutv of tha Parry t o e x p l o i t . 
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Th* P a r t y i s the most important f a c t o r in the process of *verth row.Th'e 
q u a l i t y of the Far ty , of the c e n t r a l committee, of the l e a d e r s , of the 
s logans , the proper t u r n s at the proper moment - on - these ".lone de-
pends, in th§ l a s t i n s t a n c e , the weal and woe of . trie r evo lu t iona ry 
movement. Hence the forming of p r o f e s s i o n a l r e v o l u t i o n i s t s and the a&-
mand f o r f a n a t i c d i s c i p l i n e in c a r r y i n g out the pa r ty dec i s ions , with-
out regard f o r the f a c t t ha t ir. t h i s way h i s t o r y again becomes the 
"work of grea t men". The role of spon tane i ty in t h e h i s t o r i c a l develop-
ment was misunderstood and under ra t ed ; i t was of importance only in so 
f a r as i t could be i n f l uenced by the F a r t y . The workers ' counc i l s 
( s o v i e t s ) a r i s i n g spontaneously out of the masses themselves were of 
va lue only i n s o f a r as the Par ty was a b l e t " cpr . t ro l them. The Far ty i t 
s e l f was the beginning and the end of the Revolu t ion . 

Such a p o s i t i o n i s i d e a l i s t i c , mechan i s t i c , rne -3 ided , and c e r t a i n l y 
not Marx i s t . To Marx, r evo lu t iona ry consc iousness «ccurs not or.lv as 
i deology, but t h e p r o l e t a r i a t as 3uch, without regard to idee l o g i c a l 
f a c t o r s , i s the a c t u a l l za t lon ef r e v o l u t i onary ccr.3c i n usnes3 . The P a r t / 
to Marx, i s welcome ar.d a mat te r r f course , but r.ot u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y 
n e e e s s a r v ; q u i t e a p a r t from the f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h a t r e v o l u t i o n -
ary consc iousness c a n also mani fes t i t s e l f ir. o t h e r than the pcr ty 
fo rms . Even Without the ex i s t ence of a Far ty , without a c e n t r a l com-
mi t t ee , and /without a Ler.in, the r evo lu t i on must f i n a l l y come about, 
s i n c e i t r e c e i v e s i t s s t r o n g e s t nourishment from the i n c r e a s i n g s o c i a l 
fo rc p. a of p roduc t ion and not merely from the p r o d u c t i v e r e l a t i o n s . The 
ideology cor responds to the s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s , but trve d r i v i n g fo r ce s 
of the r e v o l u t i o n l i e deeper; they a re i d e n t i c a l with "the p r o l e t a r i a t , 
as t h e s t r o n g e s t f o r c e of p roduc t ion . C lass consc iousness , to Marx, i s 
no t merely the r e v o l u t i o n a r y ideology c r y s t a l l i z e d in the Far ty , but 
the t r u l y p r a c t i c a l c l a s s s t r u g g l e , through the growth of which (not 
the growth of the P a r t y ) the r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement i s n e c e s s a r i l y 
brought to u s u c c e s s f u l i s s u e . To Marx, t h e r e i s no s e p a r a t i o n between 
workers and P a r t y ; . t h e e x i s t e n c e of the Par ty i s merely an expres s ion 
of the f a c t t h a t only m i n o r i t i e s c a n do consc ious ly what the masses 
themselves a re compelled unconsciously to do. Ever, without a knowledge 
of the d i a l e c t i c a l laws, the genuine movement rfemains d i a l e c t i c a l . The 
minor i ty i s a p a r t (though not the d e c i s i v e p a r t ) of the r evo lu t iona ry 
p r o c e s s ; i t oovs not produce the process but i s produced by i t . Fo r 
Lenir. .however, t h a t minor i ty i s i d e n t i f i e d with the r e v o l u t i o n i t s e l f . 

The L e n i n i s t aor.ception c o n t r a d i c t s a l l h i s t o r i c a l exper ience as well 
as a l l t h e o r e t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , and ye t i t i s gene ra l ly ' accepted to -
lay in the l abor movement. The reason f o r t h i 3 , however, c o n s i s t s 
merely in the f a c t th; . t i t s u n t e n a b i l i t y has been very l a r g e l y obscured 
.ri rough the success , of the Bolsheviks in Russ ia . The t r a d i t i o n a l en-
hus3 asm f o r the Russian Revolution i s s t i l l so s t ror .c tn it the count-

l e s s d e f e a t s which the i n t e r r . a t i r r . n l pro l e t r i at has s u f f e r e d through 
r.e acer.cy of t h i s s-rme F:.rty has , to be sure , s t u t t e r e d tr:" conf idence 

reposed in Len in ' s epigones but not in h i s p r i n c i p l e s . Ever, tr.ose 
p-.irties which take -. p o s i t i o n ou t s ide the b o l s h e v i s t Int ^ rnc t i on.ai, 
such as t i e Trotsky group or the Ait.erlcm Workers F a r t y , h^ ld f a s t t r 

e p r i n c i p l e s of t h i s I n t e r n a t i o n a l , without c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t by sc 
ao.ir.R they conver t t h e i e whole o p p o s i t i o n i n t o one wf. ich i s r i u v l v 
t a c t i r ^ i .y.a hence imposs ib l e . ' , 

noraP&re the programs of t he se o p p o s i t i o n groups witn tnose > 
• <e no ls r .ev iks . He w i l l a»« at ono.- U;ut titwm w 
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merely seek to r e s t o r e whit h^.s : l r e ? d y landed on the Junk p i l e of 
h i s t o r y . Al l t he se format ions urc haunted by the ghost of Lenin who 
c a r r i e d to i t s l o g i c a l conc lus ion what hid developed in tha Second 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ; t h a t i s , the complete s u r r e n d e r of the working masses 
to the p r i v a t e nesas of the p r - f c s c i c r . : 1 bur.-.auc*"^cy in the o r g a n i z a -
t i o n s . "Baci: to Lonin" us p.oopje -.re uj JonJ of ttTouting tod y, means 
to repeat th., b u i l a i n g up of l abo r o r g a n i z a t i o n s which of n e c e s s i t y , 
by reason of t h e i r very s t r u c t u r e , must become o b s t a c l e s t o the revo-
l u t i o n a r y movement. 

In the c u r r e n t deba tes on ques t i ons of o r g a n i z a t i o n of the p r o l e t a r i a n 
r e v o l u t i o n . i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t they a rc conducted upon a l e v e l f a r 
beneath t h a t of 1916—in f a c t , as w i l l be c ler . r from the work of Rosa 
Luxemburg herewi th p r e s e n t e d , f a r beneath the 1904 l e v e l . J u s t l e t us 
compare, f o r example, the p o l i t i c a l conc lus ions 1n.wn by Karl 
Liebknecht from the t r e a s o n of the S e c o n d ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l with those of 
the n e o - b o l s h e v i s t movements of 1934, ana i t becomes c l e a r at once 
t h a t t h e s e 1 - . t ter have f o r g o t t e n e v e r y t h i n g und lea rned no th ing . "The 
i n t e r e s t of the p r o f e s s i o n a l bureaucracy within the l abor movement," 
w r i t e s Karl Liebknecht , ( "Nach lass" w r i t t e n 1916 in t h e house of de-
t e n t i o n ) "aims a t n o t h i n g so much as the avoidance of any s e r i o u s d i s -
c u s s i o n , any d e c i s i v e c o n f l i c t . I t i s d i r o c t e u toward o f f i c i a l r e l a -
t i o n s , toward t h e cont inuance of a l abo r movement which goes ' l o n g a t 
an ev-en pace, one which i s well t o l e r a t e d and oven looked upon with 
f?.vor by the r u l i n g c l a s s e s . The movement must never endanger the 
' o r g a n i z a t i o n s ' and the p o s i t i o n s of the b u r e a u c r a t s . To them, the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n i s an end in i t s e l f , not a means to the r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
end. The s t r u g g l e o,f the o r g a n i z a t i o n s among themselves , t h a t i s , of 
the source of e x i s t e n c e of the p r o f e s s i o n a l ler .ders , f o r the purpose 
of winning members/ i s the one end f o r which they can be h-;d f o r , 
s t rugg le ' s ut a l l — s t r u g g l e s wi th in l o c a l l i m i t s , to which they give 
t h e i r consent r e l u c t a n t l y at the in s ' i s t encS 'o f the masses. They are 
not r e v o l u t i o n i s t s , but r e f o r m i s t s at most; they are completely "above 
the b a t t l e " - - / ; pa r adox i ca l l y p a r a s i t i c element a t t a c h e d to the c r . p l t a l 
i s t i c s o c i a l o r d e r . 

"That i s the f a t a l c i r c l e in which t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s move—the grea t 
c e n t r a l i z e d a f f a i r s provided with f u n c t i o n a r i e s l i v i n g on a f i x e d s a l -
ary and, c o n s i d e r i n g t h e i r previous c l a s s l ave l , a very good s a l a r y . In 
t h i 3 p r o f e s s i o n a l bureaucracy they not only produce an element which 
i s a b s o l u t e l y h o s t i l e to the r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n t e r e s t s of the p r o l e t a r -
i a t , but conver t t h a t element in to t h e i r l e a d e r s with f u l l powers, who 
e a s i l y become t h e i r t y r a n t s . Ueanwhile the mental o.nd moral indepen-
aencG, the w i l l , t he i n i t i a t i v e , the pe r sona l a c t i o n of the masses i s 
suppressed or q u i t e e l i m i n a t e d . To t h i s p r o f e s s i o n a l bureaucracy a l so 
be long the s a l a r i e d p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s . 

"There i s only one remedy a t hand f o r t h i s e v i l ; removal o f / t h e s a l a r -
ied bureaucracy, o r i t s e l i m i n a t i o n from the forming of a l l r e s o l u t i o n 
:;nd l i m i t i n g i t s f u n c t i o n s to t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e . To which may be 
aadod: No r e e l e c t i o n of any o f f i c i a l a f t e r a c e r t a i n t e n u r e , - - a meas-
ure .vlii">h would se rve --.t the same time to i n c r e a s e the number of pro-
l e t a r i a n s f ami ' l iar with o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and t e c h n i c a l ma t t e r s ; p o s s i b i l -
i t y of r e c a l l a t any time dur ing the term of o f f i c e ; r e s t r i c t i o n of 
the competency of a u t h o r i t i e s ; d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ; vote of r . l l members 
on important q u e s t i o n s . In t h e e l e c t i o n of o f f i c i a l s , t h v - d e c i s i v e 
weight must be l t i d upon thni r hav ing t t o o d tt.o toct. Qf jjooi rfrrfl, m i l i -

* 
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/ 
t a n t , r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i o n , of r e v o l u t i o n a r y f i g h t i n g s p i r i t , of un-
re se rved s e l f - s a c r i f i c e i n c l u s i v e of s t a k i n g t h e i r whole e x i s t e n c e f o r 
the c a u s e . The t r a i n i n g of the masses and of each i n d i v i d u a l f o r men-
t a l and moral independence, f o r skep t i c i sm regard ing a u t h o r i t y , f o r 
decided s e l f - i n i t i a t i v e , f o r read iness and c a p a c i t y f o r f r e e ac t ion , 
forms the only su re founda t ion f o r the development of a l a b o r move-
ment equal to i t s h i s t o r i c t a sk , as wel l as the most e s s e n t i a l p re -
s u p p o s i t i o n f o r the e r a d i c a t i o n of b u r e a u c r a t i c d a n g e r s . " 

That was in 1916. A l i t t l e l a t e r , Liebknecht and Luxemburg, and, with 
them, a l l t r u e r e v o l u t i o n i s t s saw with ave r s ion t h a t with the c o n s o l i -
da t i on of pa r ty r u l e in Russia, with the degenera t ion of the d i c t a t o r -
sh ip of the p r o l e t a r i a t i n t o the d i c t a t o r s h i p of the b o l s h e v l s t bosses, 
the r e a l conten t of the r evo lu t ion of 1917 was again d i s s i p a t e d . With 
the p u t t i n g down of the German r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement, with the murder 
of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht , eve ry th ing which had a l r eady 
been won by r e v o l u t i o n a r y c r i t i c i s m was l o s t again In the f a l s e en-
thusiasm f o r the Russian bogus s o c i a l i s m . We now have to s t a r t again 
from the beg inn ing . 

The c o l l a p s e of the Third I n t e r n a t i o n a l was f i r . s t r equ i r ed in o r d e r to 
b r i ng about a r e a l d e c i s i o n in the t h e o r e t i c a l s t r u g g l e which took 
p lace between Lenin and Luxemburg t h i r t y y e a r s ago. H i s t o r y has de-
c ided in f a v o r of Rosa Luxemburg. In l a y i n g her c r i t i c i s m of the op-
p o r t u n i s t i c p r i n c i p l e s of Lenin be fo re the p r o l e t a r i a t again today,we 
are consc ious of the f a c t t h a t he r argument might be c o n s i d e r a b l y ex-
tended, t h a t h e r s t a n d p o i n t was not a f i n a l one, t h a t h e r p o s i t i o n 
was s t i l l i n f l u e n c e d (and n e c e s s a r i l y so) by t h e Soc ia l Democracy.But 
r e g a r d l e s s of the ex ten t to which h e r c r i t i c i s m can no longe r be re-
garded as having more than a h i s t o r i c i n t e r e s t , what she had to say 
a g a i n s t the L e n i n i s t form of o r g a n i z a t i o n i s more to t h e poin t today 
than when i t was w r i t t e n . The need f o r d e s t r o y i n g \he Lenin legend, as 
a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r a complete r e o r i e n t a t i o n of the l abo r movement, 
r e s t o r e s to the work of Rosa Luxemburg a contemporary va lue . This 
pamphlet w i l l be fo l lowed by o thers In which the ques t i on w i l l be 
taken up at the poin t where $osa Luxemburg was ob l iged to drop i t 
when h e r l i f e was s n u f f e d out by t h e c a p i t a l i s t i c gunmen of the Soc ia l 
Democracy. 

- UNITED WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA. 
S" 

NOTICE. 

A few pages ef t h i s pamphlet by lo3a Luxemburg 
* have been p u b l i s h e d in Er.clish be fo re , but t h i s 
* i s the f i r s t t ime the whole s u b j e c t has been «• 

covered e n t i r e l y with but a few sen tences rmit-*-
* t e a miich today have no meaning o r r e l a t i o r . -

sniy to the s u b j e c t . 
Eui t o r -
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LENINISM or MARXISM?. 

By Rosa Luxemburg. 

F a r t I . 
•v-

Organizational Questions of the Proletarian Revolution. 

In the Social Democracy, organization too is a different thing from 
that of the earlier, Utopian attempts at Socialism; being not an arti-
ficial product of propaganda but an historical product of the class 
struggle, a product into which the Social Democracy brings nothing 
more than the political consciousness. Under normal conditions, that 
is, where the class rule of the bourgeoisie precedes the social-
democratic movement, the first political welding together of the wor-
kers has in large measure been the work of the bourgeoisie itself."On 
this plane," says the Communist Manifesto, "the drawing together of 
workers in mass is not yet the consequence of their own union, but 
the consequence of the union of the bourgeoisie.'" In Russia there 
nas fallen to the Sodlal Democracy the task of consciously stepping 
in and taking over a part of the historical process and of leading the 
proletariat, as a fighting class which is conscious of its goal, from 
political authoritarianism, which forms the foundation of the absolu-
tist regime, direct to the highest form of organization. Thus the or-
ganizational question is especially difficult to the Social Democracy 
of Russia not merely because its work must be done without any previous 
experience of bourgeois democracy, but especially because it has to 
create, in a sense, like the'good Lord himself, "out of nothing", with-
out the political raw material which is elsewhere ready prepared by 
bourgeois society. 

The problem oi\ which the Russian Social Democracy has been working the 
last few years is precisely the transition from tl*e dispersed, quite 
independent circles and local organizations, which corresponded to the 
preparatory and primarily propagandists phase of the movement, to a 
form of organization such as is required for a unified political ac- > 
tion of the masses throughout the nation. 

Since, however, th$ most prominent trait of the old form of organiza-
tion, now grown unbearable and politically surpassed, was dispersion 
and complete autonomy, or the self-sufficiency of the local organiza-
tions, it was quite natural that the watchword of the Hew phase, of 
the preparatory work for the great organization, should become— a 
cent ralism. The e'mphasi£""?m this thought was the leitmotif of Iskrr.' 
in its brilliant three-year campaign for preparing the last and really 
constituent party congress, and the same thought dominated the entire 
young guard of the party. However, it was soon to appear at the Con-
gress, and still more so after the Congress, that centralism is a 
slogan which is far from exhausting the historical content, the pecu-
liarity-of the social-democratic type of organisation; it has been 
shown once more that the marxist conception of^Soolali am is not sus-
ceptible of beî ng fixed in formulas. 

The present book of Comrade Lenin, one of the prominent leaders and 
debaters of Iskra in its camparign preliminary to the Russian Farty 

Council Correspondence. 
- - - - - - - - yr - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Congress ( # ) , i s the s y s t e m a t i c e x p o s i t i o n of the views of t h e * u l t r a -
c e n t r a l i s t wing of the p a r t y . The concept ion which has he re found ex-
p re s s ion in p e n e t r a t i n g and exhaus t ive form i s t h^ t of a thorough-
going c e n t r a l i s m of which the v i t a l p r i n c i p l e i s , on the one hand , the 
8h"rp s e p a r a t i o n of the organized bodies of outspoken and a c t i v e re-
v o l u t i o n i s t s from t h e unorganized though r e v o l u t i o n a r i ly a c t i v e masses 
su r round ing them, and on the o t h e r hand, s t r i c t d i s c i p l i n e and d i r e c t , 
d e c i s i v e and de te rmin ing I n t e r v e n t i o n of the c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t i e s In 
a l l exp re s s ions of l i f e in the p a r t y ' s l o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I t s u f f l c c 
to note , f o r example, t h a t the c e n t r a l committee, according to t h i s 
concep t ion , i s a u t h o r i z e d to organize a l l sub-committees of the party, 
hence a l so has power to determine the p e r s o n a l composi t ion of every 
s i n g l e l o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , from Geneve and Liege to Tomsk and I rku t sk , 
to give i t a s e t of se l f -made l o c a l s t a t u t e s , to completely d i s s o l v e 
i t by a decree and c r e a t e i t anew, and f i n a l l y in t h i s manner to in -
f l u e n c e the composi t ion of the h ighes t p a r t y a u t h o r i t y , • the Par ty 
Congress . According to t h i s , the c e n t r a l committee appears up the r e a l 
a c t i v e nucleus, of t h e p a r t y , and a l l o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s merely as i t s 
execu t ive o r g a n s . 

In the union of such a s t r i c t c en t r a l i sm in o r g a n i z a t i o n with the 
s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c mass movement, Lenin pe rce ives a s p e c i f i c rnarxiat-
r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r i n c i p l e , and has succeeded In b r i n g i n g i n t o the f i e l d 
a l a r g e number of f a c t s to support h i s concep t ion . S t i l l , l e t us look 
in to the m a t t e r a b i t more c l o s e l y . 

There can be no doubt t h a t a s t rong c e n t r a l i s t s s t r e a k i s n a t i v e to 
t h e S o c i a l Democracy. Having sprung from the economic s o i l of c a p i t a l -
ism, which i s c e n t r a l i s t s in i t s t endenc ies , and conf ined in i t s 
s t r u g g l e to t h e p o l i t i c a l framework of a c e n t r a l i z e d grea t power under 
the dominance of the bourgeo i s i e , the S o c i a l Democracy i s fundamental-
ly opposed to any p a r t i c u l a r i s m or n a t i o n a l f e d e r a l i s m . Ca l l ed upon to 
r e p r e s e n t , In o p p o s i t i o n to a l l p a r t i a l and group i n t e r e s t s of the 
p r o l e t a i j i a t , and wi th in t h e framework of a given S t^ t e , the t o t a l in -
t e r e s t s of the p r o l e t a r i a t as a c l a s s , i t i r evea l s everywhere the 
n a t u r a l s t r i v i n g to weld t o g e t h e r a l l n a t i o n a l , r e l i g i o u s and p r o f e s -
s i o n a l groups of the working c l a s s in to one u n i f i e d p a r t y . 

In t h i s r e s p e c t , t h e r e has been and i s , f o r the Soc ia l Democracy a l so 
of Russia , no ques t i on but t j i a t i t must form, not a f e d e r a t i v e con-
glomerate made up of a g rea t number of s p e c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s on a 
n a t i o n a l and p r o v i n c i a l s c a l e , but a u n i f i e d , compact l abo r par ty of 
the J|ua8ian Empire. Ther£ i s , however, a q u i t e d i f f e r e n t q u e s t i o n a l so 
to be* c o n s i d e r e d : namelyf ttoe g r e a t e r or l e s s degree of c e n t r a l i z a t i o n 
and the d o t a l l e d ^ s t r u c t u r e wi th in a un i t ed and u n i f i e d p a r t y . 

From'^'lUPI s t andpo in t &( t he formal t a s k s of the S o c i a l Democracy as a 
f i g h t i n g pa r ty , c e n t r a l i s m f p i t s o r g a n i z a t i o n appears a p r i o r i as an 
i n d i s p e n s a b l e c o n d i t i o n upon the f u l f i l l m e n t of which t h e f i g h t i n g 
q u a l i t i e s of the p a r t y s t and in d i r e c t r e l a t i o n . More important here , 
however, than the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the formal demands of any f i g h t i n g 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a re the s p e c i f i c h i s t o r i c a l c o n d i t i o n s of the p r o l e t a r i a n 
s t r u g g l e . 

The s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c movement i s the f i r s t one in the h i s t o r y of 
c l a s s s o c i e t i e s which 1Q. a l l I t s f a c t o r s , throughout i t s course. I s — 
(*) N.Lenin: "One Step Forward,Two Steps Backward". -Geneva, 1904. 
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c a l c u l a t e d upon the o r g a n i z a t i o n and the i n i t i a t i v e of the masses. In 
t h i s r e s p e c t , the S o c i a l Democracy c r e a t e s a q u i t o d i f f e r e n t type of 
o r g a n i z a t i o n than d id t h e e a r l i e r s o c i a l i s t movements; f o r example, 
those of the Jacob in and Bla'nquist t y p e . 

Lenin appears to u n d e r r a t e t h i s f a c t when he s t a t e s in h i s book t h a t 
t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l Democrat i s , a f t e r a l l , simply "the J a c o b i n 
Insepa rab ly l i nked with the o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e c l a s s - c o n s c i o u s p r o l e -
t a r i a t " . In the o r g a n i z a t i o n and c l a s s consc iousness of the p r o l e t a r -
i a t , Lenin p e r c e i v e s the only f a c t o r s which d i f f e r e n t i a t e the Soc ia l 
Democracy from Blanquism. He forgetrf t h a t t h i s d i f f e r e n c e involves a l -
so a complete- t ^Lnsva lua t i on of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l concepts , a qui te , new 
con ten t of t h e mwiy-sided r e l a t i o n between o r g a n i z a t i o n and s t r u g g l e . 

Up to t h i s po in t we have regarded the q u e s t i o n of cen t ra l i sm from the 
s t a n d p o i n t of t h e gene ra l bases of the S o c i a l Democracy gnd a l so in 
pa r t from t h a t of the present -da j^ , r e l a t i o n s in Russ ia . But t h e n i g h t -
wntchman s p i r i t of t h e u l t r a - c e n t r a l i s m championed by Lenin and h i s 
f r i e n d s i s by no means, as concerns him p e r s o n a l l y , an a c c i d e n t a l 
product of e r r o r s but i s bound up with a thorough-going o p p o s i t i o n to 
- - - o p p o r t u n i s m . 

"The ques t i on i s , " says Lenin, "by means of the ru l e s of o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
to f o rge -a more or l e s s sharp weapon a g a i n s t opportunism. The deeper 
the sources of opportunism l i e , . t h e sha rpe r must be t h i s weapon." 

Lenin p e r c e i v e s a l so in the abso lu t e power of tins c e n t r a l committee 
and in the s t r i c t hedgijig of f of the p a r t y by s t a t u t e t h e one e f f e c -
t i v e dike a g a i n s t the o p p o r t u n i s t i c c u r r e n t , the s p e c i f i c earmarks of 
which he denotes as the inborn academic p r e d i l e c t i o n f o r autonomism, 
f o r d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , and the wincing a t s t r i c t pa r ty d i s c i p l i n e and a t 
any •bureaucra t i sm 1 i n the. pa r ty l i f e . Only the s o c i a l i s t ' U i t e r a t 1 , 
thanks to h i s i n n a t e i n s t a b i l i t y and i n d i v i d u a l i s m , can, in L e n i n ' s 
opinion, oppose such un l imi t ed powers of the c e n t r a l committee; a 
genuine p r o l e t a r i a n , on the o t h e r hand, must, even as a r e s u l t of h i s 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y c l a s s i n s t i n c t , exper ience a s o r t of r a p t u r e at a l l the 
3 t i f f n e s s , s t r i c t n e s s and smar tness of h i s h i g h e s t p a r t y o f f i c i a l s , a n u 
s u b j e c t s himself to a l l the rude o p e r a t i o n s of par ty d i s c i p l i n e with 
joyous ly c losed "eyes. "Buf-eauc rat ism as aga ins t democrat ism," says 
Lenin, " tna t i s p r e c i s e l y the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e of the Soc ia l 
Democracy as opposed to the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e of the oppor tun-
i s t s . " He appeals i n s i s t e n t l y to the fa/*t t h a t the same oppos i t i on 
between t h e c e n t r a l i s t i c and the au tonomis t i c concep t ion in the Soc ia l 
Democracy i s becoming n o t i c e a b l e in a l l c o u n t r i e s where t h e r e v o l u t i o n 
ary and the r e f o r m i s t or r e v i s i o n i s t tendency<-stand f a c i n g each o t h e r . 

F i r s t of a l l i t must be noted t h a t the s t r o n g emphasis l a i d on the 
\nborn c a p a c i t i e s .of the p r o l e t a r i a n s f o r s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c o rgan iza -
t ion .and t h e contempt heaped Upon t h e ' academic ' elemonts of the 
scc iu ' l -democra t i c movement, i s not in i t s e l f to be appra i sed as any-
t h i n g ' m a r x i s t - r e v o l u t i o n a r y ' . Al l t h a t s o r t of t h i n g can equa l l y well 
be regarded as bear ing ' a r e l a t i o n s h i p to o p p o r t u n i s t i c views. 

,^-v , 
Tf.ere can, .to' be sure , ' be noted in what h as h i t h e r t o been t h e p r a c t i c e 
of the S o c i a l Democracy of western Europe an undeniable connect ion be-
tween opportunism and the academic element, and a l so between opportun-
ism and d w c e n t r a l i s t t endenc i e s in q u e s t i o n s of o r g a n i z a t i o n . But when 
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t h e s e phenomena," which a rose upon a concro te h i s t o r i c a l s o i l , a re r e - ' 
l e a sed from t h i s connect ion , and conver ted in to abs t r ac t , p a t t e r n s with 
g e n e r a l and abso lu t e v a l i d i t y , — s u c h a procedure i s t h e g r e a t e s t s in 
a g a i n s t t h e "Holy Ghost" of Marxism, namely, a g a i n s t h i s h i s t o r i c -
d i a l e c t i c a l method of though t . 

Taken in the a b s t r a c t , only so much may be d e f i n i t e l y s t a t e d : t h a t the 
' i n t e l l e c t u a l ' , as an element stemming from the b o u r g e o i s i e and hence 
by n a t u r e f o r e i g n to the p r o l e t a r i a t , can a r r i v e a t s o c i a l i s m not in 
accordance with h i s own c l a s s f e e l i n g but only through overcoming t h a t 
f e e l i n g and by way of t h e s o c i a l i s t Ideology, and i s acco rd ing ly more 
p red i sposed to o p p o r t u n i s t i c s t r a y i n g s than i s the en l igh tened p r o l e -
t a r i a n , who, i n s o f a r as he has not l o s t the connect ion with h i s Socia l 
o r i g i n , the p r o l e t a r i a n mass, i s provided with a sure r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
handhold in v i r t u e of his- ' immediate c l a s s i n s t i n c t . As-to the concre te 
form, however, in which t h i s academic tendency to opportunism appears, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y in ma t t e r s of o rgan i za t i on , —tViat defends in each case 
on the c o n c r e t e s o c i a l mi l i eu in ques t ior i . 

The phenomena in the l i f e of the German as well as of t h e French and 
I t a l i a n Soc ia l Democracy to which Lenin appea-ls were the outgrowth of 
a q u i t e de t e rmina t e s o c i a l b a s i s , namely, bourgeois pa r l i amen ta r i sm. 
J u s t as t h i s l ^ . t e r i s in genera l the s p e c i f i c - s o i l of t h e p re sen t op-
p o r t u n i s t i c c u r r e n t i n t h e s o c i a l i s t movement of western Europe,so a l -
so have sprung from i t the s p e c i a l t endenc i e s of opportunism toward 
d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Pa r l i amen ta r i sm suppor t s not only a l l t h e i l l u s i o n s of p r e sen t -day 
opportunism, ^ as we have come to know them in France, I t a l y and Germany, 
but a l so t h e o v e r e s t i m a t i o n of reform work, of the coope ra t ion o-f 
c l a s s e s and p a r t i e s , of p e a c e f u l development, e t c . I t forms a t the 
same t ime t h e s o i l on which these i l l u s i o n s can be confirmed in prac-
t i c e , i n t h a t the i n t e l l e c t u a l s , " who as p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s even in the 
Soc ia l Democracy are s t i l l s epa ra t ed from the p r o l e t a r i a n mass, are 
thus in t h e sense e l eva ted over t h a t mass. F i n a l l y , with the growth 
of the l a b o r movement, t h e same par l i amenta r i sm makes of t h i s move-
ment a sp r ingboard f o r p o l i t i c a l u p s t a r t s , and accord ing ly e a s i l y con-
v e r t s i t i n t o a r e fuge f o r ambitious and^bonkrupt bourgeois e x i s t e n c e s . 

From a l l t h e s e f a c t o r s r e s u l t s a lso W e - ' t i e f i n i t e i n c l i n a t i o n of the 
o p p o r t u n i s t i c i n t e l l e c t u a l of Western European Soc ia l Democracy to 
d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n and lack of d i s c i p l i n e . The second d e f i n i t e presup-
p o s i t i o n of the p r e s e n t - d a y o p p o r t u n i s t i c c u r r e n t i s , of course , the 
presence of an a l ready high s t age of development of the s o c i a l - ' 
democrat ic movement, hence aljpo of an i n f l u e n t i a l s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c 
pa r ty o r g a n i z a t i o n . The l a t t e r then appears as t h a t bulwark of the 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement a g a i n s t b o u r g e o i s - p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n t e n d e n c i e s - -
a bulwark which has to be worn "down and pu l l ed a p a r t so as to d i s s o l v e 
the-^compact and a c t i v e k e r n e l of the p r o l e t a r i a t back i n t o t h e amor-
phous mass of e l e c t o r s . In t h i s way a r i s e t h e h i s t o r i c a l l y we l l -
grounded and de te rmina te p o l i t i c a l aims of admirably adapted ' au toma t i c ' 
and d e c e n t r a l i s t i c t endenc ie s of modern opportunism; t endenc ie s which, 
accord ing ly , are not to be t r a c e d back to the inborn s l o v e n l i n e s s and 
looseness of the ' i n t e l l e c t u a l ' , * as Lenin assumes, but to the needs of 
the bourgeois p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n - - n o t to the psychology of t£e academic 
element, but to the p o l i t i c s Qf the o p p o r t u n i s t . 
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But all theae relations have a considerably different aspect in absol-
utist Russia, where the opportunism in the labor movement is by no 
means a product of the vigorous growth of the Social Democracy, of 
the decomposition of bourgeois society, but inversely a product of 
its political backwardness. 

The Russian intelligentsia, from which the socialist intellectual is 
recruited, has naturally a much more indeterminate class character, is 
much more declassed in the exact sonse of the word, than the intelli-
gentsia of Western Europe. From this there rosults--in combination, to 
be sure, with the youthfulnoss of the proletarian movement in Russia--
in general a much wider field for theoretical instability and oppor-
tunistic meanderings, which at one time take the form of a complete 
negation of the political side of the labor movement, and at another 
time turn toward the opposite belief in the exclusive blessedness of 
terrorism, and finally rest up in the "philosophic1 swamps of liber-
alism or of Kantian idealism. * 

But for the specific active tendency to disorganization, the social-
democratic intellectual of Russia lacks, in our opinion, not only the 
positive hold in bourgeois parliamentarism but also the corresponding 
social-psychical milieu. The modern writer of western Europe who de-
votes himself to the cult of his alleged, 'ego' and drags this 'master 
morality' even into the socialist world of struggle and thought, is not 
the type of bourgeois existence; he is i# fact the product of a deca-
dent, corrupted bourgeoisie already hidebound in the worst circle of 
its class rule. The Utopian and opportunistic vagaries of the social-
ist intellectual of Russia incline inversely, as is readily under-
standable, rather to assume the inverted theoretical form of self- ' 
mortification, of self-flagellation. In fact, that erstwhile "going 
to the peopjLe", that is, among the populists the obligatory masquer-
ade of the intellectual as a peasant, was nothing other than n des-
pairing invention of the same intellectual, just as is nowadays the 
clumsy cult of the "horny hand" on the part of the pure 'Economists'. 

The same reflection also makes clear that centralism in the social-
democratic sonse i8 not at all an absolute concept which can be car-
ried out equully well at- any stage pf the labor movement, but that Tt 
must rather be regarded as a tendenfcy, the actualization of fthich pro-
ceeds in step with the enlightenment nnd political schooling of the * 
working class in the' course of its struggle. 

The insufficiency of the most important presuppositions for the full 
realization of centralism in the Russian movement at the present time 
may, to be sure, have a very baneful effect. Nevertheless it is false, 
in our opinion, to think that the still impracticable majority rule of 
the enlightened workers within their party organization may be replaced 
'temporarily' by a 'transferred' sole-mastery on the part of the cen-
tral authority of the party and that the lacking public control on the 
part of the working masses over the acts and omissions of the party 
organs would be just as well replaced by the inverted control of a 
central committee over t^e activity of the revolutionary workers. 

The history of the Russian movement itself furnishes many proofs for 
the dubious value of centralism in this latter sense. The central com-
mittee with its almost unlimited authority of interference and control 
according to Lonin's ideal would evidently be an absurdity if it should 
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l i m i t i t s power to t h e purely t e c h n i c a l s ide of s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c ac-
t i v i t y , t o t h e o u t e r means and a c c e s s o r i e s of a g i t a t i o n — s a y , to ther 
supply ing of pa r ty l i t e r a t u r e and s u i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n of a g i t a t i o n a l 
and f i n a n c i a l f o r c e s . I t would have a comprehensible p o l i t i c a l purpose 
only in case i t were to employ i t s power in the c r e a t i o n of a u n i f i e d 
f i g h t i n g t a c t i c f o r Russia and in the r e l e a s e of a- g rea t p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i o n . What do wo see , however, in the phases through which the. Rus-
s i a n movement has a l r e ady passed? I t s most important and most f r u i t f u l 
t a c t i c a l t u r n s of the l a s t decade were not by any means ' i n v e n t e d ' by 
do to rmina te leaders- of the movement, and much l e s s by l e a d i n g o rgkn l -
z a t i o n s , but were in each case the spontaneous product of the unbound 
movement i t s e l f . So was t h e f i r s t s t a g e , o f the genuine p r o l e t a r i a n 
movement in Russia, which s e t in with t h e e lementa l ou tbreak of the 
g r e a t s t . P e t e r s b u r g s t r i k e in the y e a r 1896 and which f o r the f i r s t 
t ime had inaugura t ed the economic mass a c t i o n of the Russian p r o l e t a r -
i a t . Likewise, the second p h a s e - - t h a t of the p o l i t i c a l s t r e e t demon-
s t r a t i 0 n s - - w a s ' p p e n e d q u i t e spontaneously as a r e s u l t of the s tuden t 
u n r e s t s in S t . P e t e r s b u r g in March 1901. The f u r t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t t u r n -
ing p o i n t , by which new hor izons were opened to t a c t i c s , was the mass 
s t r i k e which broke out " a l l of i t s e l f " in Rostov on the Don, with i t s 
ad hoc improvised s t r e e t a g i t a t i o n , the popula r meetings under the 
opeo sky, the pub l i c addresses , — t h i n g s of which the b o l d e s t b l u s t e r e r 
among t h e S o c i a l Democrats would not have ventured to t h i n k a few 
y e a r s e a r l i e r . Of a l l t he se cases , we may say t h a t in the beginning 
was " the deed". The i n i t i a t i v e and conscious l e a d e r s h i p of the s o c i a l -
aemocra t ic o r g a n i z a t i o n s played an exceedingly smal l r o l e . This was 
not, however, so much the f a u l t of d e f e c t i v e p r e p a r a t i o n of t h e s e 
s p e c i a l o f g a n i z t f t i o n s f o r t h e i r r o l e - - e v e n though t h i s f a c t o r may 
have been a c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n t r i b u t i n g c a u s e - - and c e r t a i n l y not of 
the l ack a t t h a t t ime, i n the Russian S o c i a l Democracy, of an a l l -
powerfu l c e n t r a l committee in accordance with Len in ' s p l an . I n v e r s e l y , 
such a committee would in a l l p r o b a b i l i t y only have worked to the pur-
pose of making the i n d e c i s i o n of the v a r i o u s p a r t y committees s t i l l 
g r e a t e r , and brought about a d i v i s i o n between the s torming masses and. 
tfoe p r o c r a s t i n a t i n g Soc ia l Democracy. 

The same phenomenon--the smal l p a r t p layed by the conscious i n i t i a t i v e 
of the p a r t y l e a d e r s h i p in the shaping of t a c t i c s — i s s t i l l more ob-
se rvab l e in Germany and elsewhere.- The f i g h t i n g t a c t i c s of the Soc ia l 
Democracy, a t l e a s t as regards i t s main f e a t u r e s , i s a b s o l u t e l y not 
' i n v e n t e d ' , but i s t h e r e s u l t of a p r o g r e s s i v e s e r i e s of g r e a t c r e a t i v e 
a c t s in the course of the experimenting and o f t e n e lementa l c l a s s 
s t r u g g l e . Here a lso t h e unconscious precedes t h e conscious, the l o g i c 
of the o b j e c t i v e h i s t o r i c a l process goes be fo re the s u b j e c t i v o l o g i c 
of i t s spokesmen. So t h a t the ro le of the s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c l e a d e r s h i p 
becomes one of an e s s e n t i a l l y . conse rva t ive c h a r a c t e r , in t h a t i t leads 
to working out e m p i r i c a l l y t p f t Q U l t i m a t e conc lus ions the new exper i -
ence acqu i red in the s t r u g g l e and soon to c o n v e r t i n g i t i n t o a bulwark 
a g a i n s t a f u r t h e r innova t ion in the grand s t y l e . The p r e s e n t t a c t i c of 
the German Socia l Democracy, f o r example, i s gene ra l l y admired fc$" it-8 

remarkable m a n i f o l d n e s s , f l e x i b i 1 i t y and a t the same time c e r t a i n t y . 
Such q u a l i t i e s simply mean, however, t h a t our pa r ty has adapted i t s e l f 
wonder fu l ly to i t s d a i l y s t r u g g l e to t h e p r e s e n t p a r l i a m e n t a r y bas i s , 
down to thfe l o a s t d e t a i l , t h a t i t knows how to e x p l o i t the whole f i e l d 
of b a t t l e o f f e r e d by parl iamentarismOand to master i t in accordance 
with given p r i n c i p l e s . At the same time, h o w e v e r , . t h i s s p e c i f i c formu-
l a t i o n of t a c t i c s Already se rves to much to conceal the f u r t h e r horizor. 
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t h a t one no te s a s t r o n g i n c l i n a t i o n to . e t e r n a l i z e t h a t " n d 

regard the p a r l i a m e n t a r y t a c t i c as the s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c t a c t i c f o r 
a l l t ime . As i l l u s t r a t i v e of t h i s mood, we may mention^the v Q i " e'~ 
f o r t s which parvus has been making f o r yea r s now to b r i ng about a 
debate in the pa r ty p r e s s r ega rd ing an eventua-1 r e fo rmula t ion of t a c -
t i c s in cas.e of the ab roga t i on of u n i v e r s a l s u f f r a g e , in s p i t e of the 
f a c t t h a t such an e v e n t u a l i t y i s viewed by the pa r ty l eade r s in f u l l 
and b i t t e r s e r i o u s n e s s . This i n e r t i a i s , however, l a r g e l y expla ined 
by the d i f f i c u l t y of g iv ing contour and pa lpab le forms to^a s t i l i _ i n -
e x i s t e n t , hence imaginary, p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e , whatever i t s weight in 
the empty a i r of a b s t r a c t s p e c u l a t i o n . To t h e Soc ia l Democracy a l so , 
the important t h i n g each t ime i s not the premoni t ion and fo rmula t ion 
of a ready-made rec ipe f o r the f u t u r e t a c t i c , but the p r e s e r v a t i o n 
wi th in the p a r t y of the c o r r e c t h i s t o r i c a l a p p r a i s a l f o r the then p r e -
v a i l i n g forms of s t r u g g l e , a l i v e l y f e e l i n g f o r tne r e l a t i v i t y of the 
given phase and f o r the necessa ry i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
f a c t o r s f r o n ^ t h e s t a n d p o i n t of the f i n a l goal of the p r o l e t a r i a n move-
ment . 

But to d e s i r e , as Lenin does, to deck out a p a r t y l e a d e r s h i p with such 
a b s o l u t e powers of a nega t ive ' c h a r a c t e r would be only to mul t ip ly a r -
t i f i c i a l l y and in a most dangerous measure in conservat i sm which i s a 
necessa ry outgrowth of every such l e a d e r s h i p . J u s t as the s o c i a l -
democrat ic t a c t i c was formed, not by a c e n t r a l committee but by the 
whole par ty or, more c o r r e c t l y s t a t e d , by the whole movement, so the 
s e p a r a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n s of the pa r ty p l a i n l y r e q u i r e such elbow-room 
as alone enab les complete u t i l i z a t i o n of a l l means o f f e r e d by the 
s i t u a t i o n of t h e moment, a3 woll as the u n f o l d i n g of r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
i n i t i a t i v e . The u l t r a - c e n t r a l i s m ndvocated by Ler.ln, however, appear® 
to us as something which, in i t s whole sesence, i s not. informed with 
the p o s i t i v e and c r e a t i v e s p i r i t , but with tne o t e r i l e s p i r i t of the 
night-watchman. His thought i s pa t t e rned mainly upon the c o n t r o l of 
p a r t y a c t i v i t y and not upon i t s promoticn, upon narrowing and not 
upon un fo ld ing , upon the hemming and not upon the drawing t o g e t h e r of 
the movement. 

Such an experiment seems doubly dangerous to t h e Russian Soc ia l Democ-
racy a t t h e p r e s e n t t ime . The p a r t y s t ands on the eve of g r e a t r evo lu-
t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e s f o r the overthrow of abso lu t i sm, b e f o r e o r r a t h e r 
engaged^in a pe r iod of most i n t e n s e c r e a t i v e a c t i v i t y in the f i e l d of 
t a c t i c s and--a t h i n g which i s s e l f - e v i d e n t in r e v o l u t i o n a r y epochs--
of f e v e r i s h ex tens ions and s h i f t i n g s of i t s sphere of i n f l u e n c e . In 
such t imes , to i n s i s t on f e t t e r i n g the i n i t i a t i v e of the pa r ty s p i r i t 
and r a i s i n g a bcrbod-wire fence around i t 3 c a p a c i t y f o r l e a p - l i k e ex-
pans ion , would be to make the Soc ia l Democracy l a r g e l y u n f i t in ad-
vance f o r the g rea t t a s k s ' o f the moment. 

These genera l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s on the p e c u l i a r coh ten t of soc ia l -demo-
c r a t i c c e n t r a l i s m do noti, of course, permit of deducing the concre te 
p r o v i s i o n s of the ru le^^of o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r the Russian p a r t y . Those 
depend n a t u r a l l y , in t h e l a s t i n s t ance , upon t h e concre te c i r cums tan -
ces in wh ich f the a c t i v i t y unfo lds in the given per iod, a n d - - s i n c e we 
a re concerned in Russ ia with what i s , a f t e r a l l , t he f i r s t a t tempt a t 
a g r e a t p r o l e t a r i a n pa r ty o r g a n i z a t i o n - - c a n s c a r c e l y p re tend to in -
f a l l i b i l i t y in advance, but must r a t h e r i n each ca3e f i r s t s tand the 
t e s t of p r a c t i c a l l i f e . What can be i n f e r r e d , however, f rom- the gen-
e r a l concept ion of the s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c t y p c f o f o r g a n i z a t i o n i s the 
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main o u t l i n e s , t h e s p i r i t of the o r g a n i z a t i o n ; and t h i s s p i r i t p ros -
c r i b e s , e s p e c i a l l y in the beginnings of the mass movement, coord ina -
t i o n and drawing t o g e t h e r i n s t e a d of r eg imen ta t ion and e x c l u s i v e n e s s . 
If t h i s s p i r i t of p o l i t i c a l l i b e r t y , combined with u sharp eye to 
s t a b i l i t y of p r i n c i p l e s and to the un i ty of the movement, has secured 
a f o o t h o l d In the ranks of t h e pa r ty , in such a case the d e f e c t s of 
any ru l e s of o r g a n i z a t i o n , even 6 f - t h o s e which a r e awkwardly worded, 
w i l l soon undergo e f f e c t i v e r e v i s i o n through p r a c t i c e i t s e l f . I t i s 
not the wording of the r e g u l a t i o n s but the s p i r i t and meaning i n c o r -
po ra t ed i n t o t h a t wording by t h e a c t i v e f i g h t e r s which dec ides con-
c e r n i n g t h e v i l u e of a form of o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Blanquism was not c a l c u l a t e d upon, the d i r e c t c l a s s a c t i o n of ther wor-
king masses, and accord ing ly did not need a mass o r g a n i z a t i o n . On the 
c o n t r a r y , s i n c e t h e g rea t mass of the people was not to appear on the 
scone of a c t i o n u n t i l the t ime f o r the r e v o l u t i o n , whilp the p r e l i m i n -
ary a c t i o n f o r t h e p r e p a r a t i o n of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n s u r r e c t i o n was 
performed by a small minor i ty , a sharp s e p a r a t i o n of the persons en-
t r u s t e d with t h i s a c t i o n from the mass of the people was•an i nd i spen -
s a b l e c o n d i t i o n to t h e s u c c e s s f u l c a r r y i n g out of t n e i r t a s k . Such a 
s e p a r a t i o n was p o s s i b l e and p r a c t i c a b l e , s i n c e no inner connect ion 
e x i s t e d between t h e da i ly l i f e of the masses and the b l r .nquis t con-
s p i r a t o r i a l a c t i v i t y , and l ikewise the t a c t i c , and the more immediate 
o b j e c t s of a c t i v i t y - - s i n c e t h e s e had no connect ion with t h e s o i l of 
the e lementa l c l a s s s t r ugg l e , but. were improvised out of whole c lo th — 
were worked out i n f u l l d e t a i l in advanee, f i x e d and p r e s c r i b e d as a 
• d e f i n i t e p l a n . For t h a t reason the a c t i v e members of the o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
were n a t u r a l l y t r ans fo rmed i n t o pure execu t ive organs of a p rev ious ly 
determined w i l l e x i s t i n g o u t s i d e t h e i r own f i e l d of a c t i v i t y , in to 
t o o l s of a c e n t r a l committee. Thus we have a l so the second c h a r a c t e r -
i s t i c of c o n s p i r a t o r i a l c e n t r a l i s m : the a b s o l u t e , b l i n d s u b o r d i n a t i o n 
of the d i f f e r e n t organs of the pa r ty to t h e i r c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t y , and 
t h e ex t ens ion o f the d e c i s i v e powers of t h i s l a t t e r onto t h e o u t e r -
most pe r iphe ry of the p a r t y o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Fundamentally d i f f e r e n t a re t h e cond i t i ons of s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c a c t i o n . 
This a c t i o n grows h i s t o r i c a l l y out of the e lementa l c l a s s s t r u g g l e . In 
so doing, i t works and moves in t h e d i a l e c t i c c l c o n t r a d i c t i o n t h a t 
he re the p r o l e t a r i a n army i s f i r s t r e c r u i t e d in the s t r u g g l e i t s e l f , 
where i t a l so f i r s t becomes c le f t r regard ing t h e t a s k s of the s t r u g g l e . 
Organ iza t i on , en l ightenment and s t r u g g l e are he re not s e p a r a t e , 
mechanic and a l so t e m p o r a r i l l y d i s j o i n t e d f a c t o r s , as in the caso of 
a b l a n q u i s t movement, but are only d i f f e r e n t s i d e s of the same p ro -
cess." on t h e one h a n d - - a p a r t from general p r i n c i p l e s of the s t r u g g l e - -
t h e r e i s no d e t a i l e d , ready-made f i g h t i n g t a c t i c e s t a b l i s h e d in ad-
vance and in which the pa r ty membership could be d r i l l e d by a c e n t r a l 
committee. On t h e o t h e r hand, t h e process of s t r u g g l e which shapes the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n leads to a cons t an t f l u c t u a t i o n of the p a r t y ' s sphere of 
i n f l u e n c e . 

I t fo l lows t h a t soc io j . -democra t ic c e n t r a l i z a t i o n cannot be based on 
b l i n d obudionce, on mechanical subo rd ina t i on of the pa r ty f i g h t e r s to 
t h e i r c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t y ; and, fu r the rmore , t h a t no abso lu te p a r t i t i o n 
can be e r e c t e d between the nucleus of the c l a s s conscious p r o l e t a r i a t 
a l r e ady o rgan ized in to f i x e d pa r ty cadres and the sur rounding element 
engaged in the c l a s s s t r u g g l e but s t i l l in process of c l a s s e n l i g h t e n -
ment. Thu s e t t i n g up of the c e n t r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n on t h e s e two p r i n c i p l e 0 
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on t h e b l i n d s u b o r d i n a t i o n of a l l pa r ty o r g a n i z a t i o n s , with t h e i r ac-
t i v i t y , down to t h e l a a s t d e t a i l , under .a c e n t r a l au thor i ty , which 
alone t h i n k s , a c t s and decides f o r a l l , and on a sharp, s e p a r a t i o n of 
the organized nucleus of the par ty from the sur rounding r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
m i l i e u , as championed by Lenin—appears to us f o r t h a t reason as a 
mechanical c a r r y i n g over of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e s or t h e 
b l a n q u i s t movement of c o n s p i r a t o r i a l c i r c l e s onto the soc i a l -democra -
t i c movement of the working masses. And Lenin himself has perhaps 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d h i s ' s t a n d p o i n t more keenly than any of h i s opponents 
could do. i n t h a t he d e f i n e s h i s ' ' r evo lu t iona ry Soc ia l Democrat as 
the "Jacobin l inked with t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e c l a s s - c o n s c i o u s wor-
k e r s " . As a m a t t e r of f a c t , however, the Soc ia l Democracy i s S2I 
l inked o r connected with the .o rgan iza t ion of the working c l a s s , but 
I s the movement of the working c l a s s i t s e l f . Soc i a l -democra t i c c e n t r a l -
ism must t h e r e f o r e be, of e s s e n t i a l l y d i f f e r e n t c o n s t r u c t i o n from t h e 
b l a n q u i s t . I t can be no th ing o t h e r than the imperious c o o r d i n a t i o n of 
the w i l l . o f t h e en l i gh t ened and f i g h t i n g vanguard of the workors as 
c o n t r a s t e d with i t s d i f f e r e n t groups and i n d i v i d u a l s ; t h i s i s , so to 
speak, a " s e l f - c e n t r a l i s m ' ' of the l ead ing element of the p r o l e t a r i a t , 
the ma jo r i t y ru le of t h u t element wi th in i t s own pa r ty o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

J u s t from looking i n t o t h i s t r u e conten t of s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c c e n t r a l -
ism, i t becomes c l e a r t h a t the necessa ry c o n d i t i o n s f o r such a t n l n g 
are not ye t f u l l y r e a l i z e d in Russ ia , Those cond i t i ons a re , in the 
main, the presence of a c o n s i d e r a b l e element of p r o l e t a r i a n s a l r eady 
schooled in t h e p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e and the p o s s i b i l i t y of g iv ing ex-
p r e s s i o n to i t s ma tu r i ty through the d i r e c t e x e r c i s e of i n f l u e n c e ( a t 
pub l i c pa r ty congresses , in the pa r ty p ress , e t c . ) . t 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t t h i s l a t t e r c o n d i t i o n can only be c r e a t e d with the 
advent of p o l i t i c a l freedom in Russ ia . The former c o n d i t i o n , however , - -
t h e forming of a c l n s s - c o n s c i o u s , competent vanguard of the p r o l e t a r -
i a t , - - i s only in cou r se .o f achievement and must be regarded as the 
primary purpose of the next u g i t a t i o n a l and a l s o o r g a n i z a t i o n a l work. 

All the more s u r p r i s i n g i s the e f f e c t produced by the o p p o s i t e a s s u r -
ance of Lenin, accord ing to which a l l the p r e c o n d i t i o n s f o r the c a r r y -
ing out of a g r e a t and h igh ly c e n t r a l i z e d l a b o r p a r t y a re a l ready 
p resen t in R u s s i a . And he b e t r a y s once more a much too mochanical 
concept ion of s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c o r g a n i z a t i o n in o p t i m i s t i c a l l y pro-
c l a iming t h a t oven now i t i s "not the p r o l e t a r i a t but a g rea t number 
of i n t e l l e c t u a l s in the Russian S o c i a l Democracy who lack s e l f - t r a i n i n c 
in the s p i r i t of o r g a n i z a t i o n and d i s c i p l i n e " . The ' d i s c i p l i n e ' which 
Lenin has in mind i s impressed upon t h e p r o l e t a r i a t not by any means 
merely by way of t h e f a c t o r y , but a l so through the whole mechanism or 
the c e n t r a l i z e d bourgeois S t a t e . However, i t i s no th ing s h o r t of an 
improper use of s logans to denote equal ly as ' d i s c i p l i n e ' two such 
opposed concepts as the w i l l l e s s n e s s and t h o u g h t l e s s n e s s of a f o u r -
legged ana muny-armed mass of f l e s h which performs mechanical move-
ments to the accompaniment of the baton and t h e vo lun t a ry c o o r d i n a t i o n 
of conscious p o l i t i c a l ac t ions on the p a r t of c c e r t a i n s o c i a l element; 
the l i f e l e s s obedience of a governed c l a s s and t h e organized r e b e l l i o n 
of a c l a s s s t r u g g l i n g f o r i t s l i b e r a t i o n . I t i s not by adding on to 
the d i s c i p l i n e impressed upon i t by the c a p i t a l i s t S t a t e - - w l t h ^"6 
mare t r a n s f e r of the baton from the hand of the bou rgeo i s i e i n t o t h a t 
of a soc ia l -c iemocra t i c c e n t r a l commit tee--but by the b reak ing up and 
uproo t ing of t h i s s l a v i s h s p i r i t of d i s c i p l i n e , t h a t the p r o l e t a r i a t 
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can be prepared f o r t h e new d i s c i p l i n e , t h e vo lun ta ry s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e 
of t h e Soc ia l Democracy. 

If we seek to so lve the ques t i on of forms of o r g a n i z a t i o n , not by way 
of the mechanical t r a n s f e r to Russia of i n e r t p a t t e r n s from Western 
Europe but through t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the given c o n c r e t e r e l a t i o n s 
in Russia i t s e l f , we a r r i v e at a q u i t e d i f f e r e n t conc lus ion . To say of 
opportunism, as Lenin i m p l i c i t l y does, t h a t i t goes in f o r any one 
c o r t a i n form of o r g a n i z a t i o n - - s a y f o r d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n - - i s a t any r a t e 
to mis take i t s i n n e r n a t u r e . Being o p p o r t u n i s t i c as i t i s , the only 
p r i n c i p l e of opportunism, even in ques t i ons of o r g a n i z a t i o n , i s - the 
luck of p r i n c i p l e s . I t always s e l e c t s i t s means accord ing to circum-
s t a n c e s , with r e f e r e n c e to t h e degree t e which those means promote i t s 
ends . But i f , l i k e Lenin, we d e f i n e opportunism as t h e endeavor to 
p a r a l y z e the independent r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement of the p r o l e t a r i a t " in 
o r d e r to make i t s e r v i c e a b l e to t h e l u s t f o r r u l i n g on the p a r t of the 
bourgeo i s i n t e l l i g e n t s i a , im |,»• »nly say t h a t t h i s purpose can be 
most r e a d i l y a t t a i n e d , i i v > < r e T n l t i a l s t a g e s of the l abo r movement, not 
through decent r a i l z a t i p j r b u t p r e c i s e l y by way of s t r i c t c e n t r a l i s m , by 
which the p r o l e t a r i a n movement, s t i l l unc l ea r i n i t s aims and methods, 
i s t u rned over , bound hand and f o o t , to a h a n d f u l of academic l e a d e r s . 

Even f rom t h e sULndpoint of t j j ^ f e a r s e n t e r t a i n e d by Lenin, t h a t i s , 
t h e dangerous rffluenoe o l ^ f n e I n t e l l e c t u a l s upon t h e p r o l e t a r i a n 
movement*, h i s #wn concapmon of o r g a n i z a t i o n ' c o n s t i t u t e s the g r e a t e s t 
danger f o r t h e Russian Spc ia l Dtmocracfc,#^' ^ 

As a m a t t e r of f a c t , t h e r e i s no th ing which aoj l l y and so 
hands over a s t i l l y o u t h f u l l abor movement 
of the i n t e l l e c t u a l s as f o r c i n g the movement 
of a b u r e a u c r a t i c c e n t r a l i s m , which debases 
to a p l i a b l e t o o l i n the hands of a ';Coa9|ittee* 
n o t h i n g so s u r e l y p r e s e r v e s the l abo r movement from a l l o p p o r t u n i s t i c 
abuses on t h e p a r t of an lynbitlous i n t e l l i g e n t s i a as the r e v o l u t i o n -
ary s e l f - a c t i v a t i o n of the working m a s s e s , / m ^ ^ n t e n s i f i c a t ^ o n of 
t h e i r f ee l i ng , of p o l i t i c a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ^ 

And, in f a c t , \ b e very t h i n g which I^enin see a s s p e e t e r / t o d a y , may 
e a s i l y t u r n tomorrow i n t o a pa lpab le r e a l i l y . 

\ 1 V J 
Let us not f o r g e t t h a t the r evo lu t i on which we see i n j t h e o f f i n g in 
Russia i s not a p r o l e t a r i a n but a bourgeois revolut ipfc , which w i l l 
g r e a t l y change* t h e e n t i r e scenery of t h e s o c i a l - d g p b c r a t i c s t r u g g l e . 
Thereupon the Russian i n t e l l i g e n t s i a a l so w i l l a t f i ck ly absorb a 
s t r o n g l y pronounced bourgeois c o n t e n t . WhegaaWtoday t h e Soc ia l Dem-
ocracy i s t h e only l e a d e r of the Russian working masses, on t h e 
morning a f t e r t h e r e v o l u t i o n t h e bourgeo i s i e , and in the f i r s t i n -
s t a n c e i t s i n t e l l i g e n t s i a , w i l l seek to conver t t h e s e masses in to a 
p e d e s t a l f o r i t s pa r l i amen ta ry r u l e . Now t h e l e s s scope t h e r e i s 
given in the p r e s e n t pe r iod of the s t r u g g l e to the a e l f - a s t i v a t i o n , 
to t h e f r e e i n i t i a t i v e , to the p o l i t i c a l sense of t h e awakened e l e -
ment of the working c l a s s , and the more t h a t element i s p o l i t i s a l l y 
b e l l - w e t h e r e d and d r i l l e d by a s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i s c e n t r a l committee, 
t h e e a s i e r w i l l be the game of the bourgeois demagogs in t h e reno-
va ted Russ ia and the more w i l l the r e s u l t s of t h e c u r r e n t e f f o r t s of 
t h e S o c i a l Democrasy t u r n to t h e advantage of t h e b o u r g e o i s i e . 

ly and so s u r e l y 
r i v a t e ambi t ions 

e s t r a i t f r j a c k e t 
t i n g workers i n -

inver8e ly , 
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On the o t h e r hand, i t i s a thoroughly u n h i s t o r i c a l i l l u s i o n to t h i n k 
t h * t the s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c t a c t i c in t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y sense canbe 
e s t a b l i s h e d in advance once f o r a l l t ime, t h a t t h e l abor nuver.ient can 
be p rese rved ©nee f o r a l l from o p p o r t u n i s t i c s i d e - l e a p s . To be sure , 
the Marxian d o c t r i n e provides e f f e c t i v e weapons a g a i n s t a l l b a s i c 
types of o p p o r t u n i s t i c thought . Since, however, the s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c 
movement i s in f a c t a mass movement and the dangers by which i t i s 
menaced do not s p r i n g from human heads but from the s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s , 
o p p o r t u n i s t i c s t r a y i n g s cannot be guarded a g a i n s t in advance; they 
must be overcome through the movement i t s e l f - - o f course, with the a i d 
of the weapons s u p p l i e d by Marx i sm- -a f t e r they have assumed a d e f i n i t e 
shape in the course of expe r i ence . Regarded from t h i s point of view, 
opportunism too appears as a product of the l aba r movement i t se l - f , as 
an unavoidable f a c t o r of i t s h i s t o r i c a l development. P r e c i s e l y in 
Russia, where t h e Soc ia l Democracy i s s t i l l young, and the p o l i t i c a l 
c o n d i t i o n s of the l abo r movement a re so abnormal, opportunism might 
very we l l a t p r e s e n t s p r i n g l a r g e l y from t h i s source , from the un-
a v o i d a b l e groping and exper iment ing in mat te rs of t a c t i c s , from the 
n e c e s s i t y of b r i n g i n g tho p re sen t s t r u g g l e in to harmony with s o c i a l -
i s t princip^e,8 in q u i t e p e c u l i a r and unexampled r e l a t i o n s . 

But i f t h a t i s so, one must marvel a l l the more a t t h e idea t h a t t h e 
r i s e of o p p o r t u n i s t i c t endenc ie s can be fo rb idden ip the very beg in-
n ings of a l abo r movement by means of t h i s or t h a t form of ru l e s of 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . The a t tempt to ward of f opportunism by such sc raps of 
paper can, as a m a t t e r of f a c t , do no harm to opportunism but only to 
t h e S o c i a l . Democracy i t s e l f , and, by r e s t r a i n i n g wi th in the p a r t y th"e 
p u l s i n g of a hea l t hy blood, weakens i t s powers of r e s i s t e n c e not only 
a g a i n s t o p p o r t u n i s t i c c u r r e n t s , but a l so—a t h i n g which a f t e r a l l 
might be of some importance--*against t h e e x i s t i n g s o c i a l o r d e r . The 
means t u r n s a g a i n s t t h e . e n d . 

In t h i s f r i g h t e n e d e f f o r t of a p a r t of the Russian Soc ia l Democracy 
to p r e se rve from f a l s e s t e p s t h e a s p i r i n g l abo r movement of Russia 
through the gua rd iansh ip of an omniscient and omnipresent c e n t r a l 
committee we seem to see a lso the same sub j ec t i v i sm involved by which 
s o c i a l i s t thought in Russia has f r e q u e n t l y been imposed upon in the 
p a s t . Amusing, in t r u t h , a re t h e somersau l t s which the revered human 
s u b j e c t of h i s t o r y loves to perform a t t imes in h i s own h i s t o r i c a l 
p r o c e s s . The ego which has been beaten down by Russian abso lu t i sm 
t akes revenge by s e t t i n g i t s e l f on the throne in i t s r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
thought -wor ld and d e c l a r i n g i t s e l f omnipo ten t - -as a c o n s p i r a t o r i a l 
committee in the name of a n o n - e x i s t e n t "popular w i l l " . The ' o b j e c t 1 

shows i t s e l f s t r o n g e r , however: t h e knout soon t r iumphs, in t h a t i t 
proves i t s e l f to be the ' l e g i t i m a t e ' express ion of the given s tage of 
the h i s t o r i c a l p roce s s . F i n a l l y t h e r e appears on t h e scene , as a more 
l e g i t i m a t e c h i l d of t h e h i s t o r i c a l p roces s—the Russian l abor move-
ment, which makes a sp l end id beg inning to shape, f o r the f i r s t t ime 
in Russian h i s t o r y , a r e a l popula r w i l l . Now, however, the ego of t h e 
Russian r e v o l u t i o n a r y quick ly 3tands on i t s head and d e c l a r e s i t s e l f 
once more to be an almighty r u l e r of h i : s t o r y - - t b i $ time, in the d i r e c -
t i o n of the s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c working masses. In so doing, the bold 
ac roba t over looks t h e f a c t t h a t the only s u b j e c t to which t h i s r o l e 

-tfas now f a l l e n i s t h e mass-ego of the working c l a s s , which everywhere 
i n s i s t s on v e n t u r i n g to make i t s own mis takes and l e a r n i n g h i s t o r i c a l 
d i a l e c t i c f o r i t s e l f . And by way of conc lus ion , l e t us say openly j u s t 
to o u r s e l v e s : M i s t a k e s which a t r u l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y l abo r movement com-
mits a r e , i n h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e , immeasurably more f r u i t f u l and v a l -
uable than the i n f a l l i b i l i t y of t h e very bes t " c e n t r a l commit tee ." 
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I I . 

D i c t a t o r s h i p of the Pa r ty o r D i c t a t o r s h i p of the P r o l e t a r i a t ^ ) . 

The i m p l i o i t p r e s u p p o s i t i o n of the d i c t a t o r s h i p theory in the Lenin-
T r o t s k y i s t sense i s t h a t the s o c i a l i s t over throw i s a ma t t e r f o r 
which t h e r e i s a ready-made rec ipe in t h e pocket of t h » r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
pa r ty , which has only to put i t i n to p r a c t i c e •v igorously . That i s un-
f o r t u n a t e l y - - o r othwrwise, i f you w i l l — n o t so . Par from being a sum 
of ready-made p r e s c r i p t i o n s which have only to be app l i ed , the p rac -
t i c a l r e a l i z a t i o n of s o c i a l i s m as an eoonomic, s o c i a l and l e g a l sy s -
tem i s a matt&r which l i e s completely v e i l e d in the fog of the f u t u r e 
What we have in our program i s only a few big s i g n - p o s t s .which show 
the d i r e c t i o n in which the measures must be sought, and mainly of e 
n e g a t i v e c h a r a c t e r . Thus we have an idea as to what must be shoved 
a s i d e in t h e very f i r s t i n s t a n c e in o r d e r to c l e a r the way f o r the 
s o c i a l i s t eeonomy; but as regards the n a t u r e of the thousand Concrete 
p r a c t i c a l m a t t e r s to be dea l t with in o r d e r to in t roduce the s o c i a l -
i s t p r i n c i p l e s in to economics, law and a l l s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s , - o n those 
p o i n t s no enl ightenment i s f u rn i shed by any s o c i a l i s t p a r t y program 
o r by any s o c i a l i s t t ex tbook . That i s no d e f e c t , but t h e s u p e r i o r i t y 
of s c i e n t i f i c soc i a l i sm over t h e Utopian b rand : the d o c i a l i s t system 
of s o c i e t y can only be an h i s t o r i c a l p roduct , a r i s i n g from i t s own 
school of exper ience , i n t h e hour of f u l f i l l m e n t , from t h e course of 
l i v i n g h i s t o r y which, i n p r e c i s e l y the same way mm o rgan ic n a t u r e , of 
which in t h e l a s t i n s t a n c e i t i s a p a r t , has the love ly c a p r i c e of 
b r ing ing f o r t h , t o g e t h e r with the genuine s o c i a l need, a l so t h e means 
f o r i t s 8 a t i 8 f a c t i o n , and with the problem a l so the s o l u t i o n . If t h a t 
i s so, however, then i t i s c l e a r t h a t soc i a l i sm, from i t s very na tu r e , 
i s not s u s c e p t i b l e of be ing imposed, or i n t roduced by d e c r e e . I t has as 
a p r e r e q u i s i t e a s e r i e s of v io l en t measures - -aga in8 t p rope r ty , e t c . 
The n e g a t i v e p a r t , t h e work of t e a r i n g down, can be decreed; the 
b u i l d i n g up, the p o s i t i v e p a r t , can n o t . This i s new t e r r i t o r y , with 
a thousand problems. Only exper ience i s capable of c o r r e c t i n g mistakes 
and opening new pottos. Only u n r e s t r i c t e d l y f lowing l i f e h i t s upon a 
thousand new forms, makes improv isa t ions , c o n t a i n s c r e a t i v e power, 
i t s e l f c o r r e c t s a l l b l u n d e r s . The p u b l i c l i f e of the n a t i o n s with 
l i m i t e d freedom i s so needy, so poor, so schemat ic , so u n f r u i t f u l for 
the very reason t h a t by excluding democracy i t ba r s the l i v i n g s p r i n g s 
of a l l s p i r i t u a l wealth and p r o g r e s s . The whole mass of the people 
mu3t p a r t i c i p a t e ; o therwise , soc ia l i sm la decreed, imposed from the 
Rreen t a b l e of a h a n d f u l of i n t e l l e c t u a l s . 

Uncondi t iona l pub l i c c o n t r o l (accord ing to L e n i n ' s own words) i s nec-
e s s a r y . Otherwise t h e exchange of exper iences remains only in the 
c losed c i r c l e of the o f f i c i a l s of the new regime. In p l ace of the 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e bodies a r i s i n g from u n i v e r s a l s u f f r a g e , Lenin and 
Trotsky have proposed t h e s o v i e t s as t h e only t r u e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of 
the working i a s s e s . But with the suppres s ion of the p o l i t i c a l l i f e 
throughout the land, the l i f e of the s o v i e t s a l so must grow more and 
more p a r a l y z e d . Without gene ra l e l e c t i o n s , u n r e s t r i c t e d freedom of 
the p r e s s and of assembly, f r e e c o n f l i c t of op in ion , l i f e d ies out in 
every pub l i c i n s t i t u t i o n , becomes a mere semblance of l i f e , in which 
the bureaucracy remains al»nx» as the a c t i v e e lement . No one can evade 
t h i s law. The p u b l i c l i f e g radua l ly f a l l s a s l eep , a dozen pa r ty l eade r s 
of i n e x h a u s t i b l e energy and boundless idea l i sm d i r e c t and govern.Among 
the8e, the a c t u a l l e a d e r s h i p i s e x e r c i s e d by a dozen preeminent b r a i n s , 
(.*) Ex t rac t from Rosa Luxemburg's "The Russian Revo lu t ion" . 
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and a s e l e c t e d group of t h e workers i s i n v i t e d to meetings from time 
to t ime to applaud the speeches of the l eade r s , and to approve by un-
animous vote the r e s o l u t i o n s l a i d be fo re them. What wo have, then, at 
bottom, i s fa c l i q u e economy — a d i c t a t o r s h i p , to be sure , but not the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p of tne p r o l e t a r i a t . Rather, the d i c t a t o r s h i p of a hqnd-
f u l of p o l i t i 'elfins, t h a t Is . d i c t a t o r s h i p in the bourgeois senso. in 
the sense of tho J a c o b l n 3 - - l n a word, r u l i n g ( I n c r e a s i n g t h e i n t e r -
val between the s o v i e t congresses from t h r e e to s i x months!) . And 
what i s moreisuch c o n d i t i o n s must be a symptom of the b a r b a r i z a t l o n 
of t h e pub l i c l i f e . 

The b a s i c e r r o r of t h e L e n l n - T r o t s k y l s t theory i s simply t h i s j t h a t 
they se t d i c t a t o r s h i p , J u s t as Kautsky does, over agai.nst democracy. 
" D i c t a t o r s h i p o r democracy "—tha t i s the ques t ion both f o r the Bol-
shev iks and f o r Kautsky. The l a t t e r decides , n a t u r a l l y , f o r democracy,, 
and f o r bourgeois democracy a t t h a t , s i nce he views i t p r e c i s e l y as 
t h e a l t e r n a t i v e to the s o c i a l i s t over throw. Lenin and Trotsky decide, 
i nve r se ly , f o r d i c t a t o r s h i p in o p p o s i t i o n to democracy and, in so 
doing, f o r the d i c t a t o r s h i p of a handfu l of I n d i v i d u a l s , t h a t i s , f o r 
d i c t a t o r s h i p a f t e r the bourgeois f a s h i o n . Two oppos i t e po les , both 
equa l ly f a r removed from the t r u e s o c i a l i s t p o l i c y . When, the p r o l e -
t a r i a t s e i z e s power, i t can never more fo l low Kautsky ' s advice and 
renounce the .job of c a r r y i n g through the s o c l a l f s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . 
under tne p r e t e x t of the "unr ipeness of the count ry" . and devote i t -
ae If merely to democracy, without committing t^ea^on to i t s e l f , to the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l and to the Revolu t ion . I t i s bound to and must, without 
delay, in t.ho most vigorous, unwavering and cho rough-go ina manner. 
take s o c i a l i s t measures in hand, hence e x e r c i s e d i c t a t o r s h i p - - b u t 
d l c t a t o rohi p of the f - lass , no t of a pc.rty or cl i 'oue; d i c t a t o r s h i p of 
the c l a sg , 1 . e . in the b roades t p u b l i c i t y , with the a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a -
t i o n of "-.he masses, in un l imi t ed democracy. "As Marxists , we have 
never been i d o l a t e r s of formal democracy, " w r i t e s Trot3ky. C e r t a i n l y , 
we have never been i d o l a t e r s of formal democracy. Nor have we ever 
been i d o l a t e r s of s o c i a l i s m or of Marxism. Does i t fo l low t h a t we are 
e n t i t l e d to throw soc i a l i sm, Marxism, onto the scrap-heap when we f i n d 
i t uncomfortable? Trot3ky and Lenin a re the l i v i n g nega t ions of t h i s 
q u e s t i o n . We have never been i d o l a t e r s of formal democracy; which sim-
ply means t h a t we have always d i s t i n g u i s h e d the s o c i a l ke rne l from the 
p o l i t i c a l form of bourgeois democracy; we have always uncovered the 
b i t t e r ke rne l of s o c i a l i n e q u a l i t y and c o n s t r a i n t under the sweet s h e l l 
of formal e q u a l i t y and f reedom--not in o rde r to r e j e c t t he se l a t t e r , 
but i n o rde r to urge the working c l a s s not to con ten t i t s e l f with the 
s h e l l but r a t h e r to win the p o l i t i c a l power in o r d e r to f i l l i t with 
new s o c i a l c o n t e n t . I t i s the h i s t o r i c a l t ask of the p r o l e t a r i a t . w h e n 
i t comes to power, to c r e a t e in t h e p l ace of bourgeois democracy.so-
c i a l i s t democracy, not to uo away with democracy i t s e l f . S o c i a l i s t 
democratv beg jns , however, not in the promised land a f t e r the sub-
structurr> cf -• .oclal is t economy has been formed, as a ready-made 
Ch ri stTiar- p re sen t "or the pood people who in t h e meanwhile have l o y a l -
ly su p^o ,'t o l the 'rTaPdf of s o c i a l i s t d i c t a t o r s . S o c i a l i s t democracy 
b e a m s r.itrultaneo.usiy wit.h~tni t e a r i n g down of c l a s3 ru le and the 
b u i l d i n g up oi eoTial is rc . ife beg ins with the s e i z u r e of power, i t i s 
no th ing e l s e than the ••llctato rsh ] p of the p r o l e t a r i a t . 

Yes, d i c t a t o r s h i p 1 But t h i s d i c t a t o r s h i p c o n s i s t s in the manner in 
witich d-ftmccraoy iz emc^-oyed. not ir. i t s a b o l i t i o n ; in v igorous . de-
cided i n t r u s i o n s in to the w e l l - e a t a b l l s h ? d r-p.hts and economic r e l a t i o n 
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of bourgeois society, without which the socialist overturn cannot be 
actualized. This dictatorship must bo the work of the class. Ind n,t 
of a small mino'rlty in the name of the class; that is. it must pro-
ceed at each step with the active participation of the masses. be 
subject to their direct Influence, stand under the control of un-
limited publ 1c opinion, proceed from the growing political education 
gf the masses. 

•/ .» W >> >i »S tlr » ii .. w -i •& & 
ft S' li J * i l i it 1 i i i * v t i 5 J ii i . l i i i i t 1 # i j 4 # i i t ( I 8 # (• 

* a a * a a 

THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR AND THE PRESENT CRISIS. 

With t h e beg inning of 1935 much ri^mor la heard about a p o s s i b l e major 
^ o f f e n s i v e by t h e A.F. of L. In a number of b a s i c i n d u s t r i e s . Some 

s u p e r f i c i a l obse rve r s a l ready see the t h r e a t of a na t ion-wide genera l 
s t r i k e to be i n i t i a t e d by t e x t i l e , s t e e l and automobile workers ' 
un ions . Vague s t a t ements about Labor ' s awakening, u t t e r e d by the pious 
B a p t i s t who heads the A.F< of L. , f u r t h e r alarm the backwoods shop-
keepers , and 1935 opens with gene ra l l y e v i l fo rebodings to t h e mid-
d le clasfe and the smal l bus iness men. 

We say middle c l a s s and small bus iness men, because b ig bus iness does 
no t f e a r the A.F. of L. I t knows t h a t no genera l s t r i k e w i l l be coun-
tenanced by t h e l abor l e a d e r s and even such dangerous consequences as 
might a r i s e from a t e x t i l e or s t e e l s t r i k e w i l l be curbed b e f o r e 
reach ing t n e i r o b j e c t i v e . 

I t i s not merely t h a t Green, Woll & Co., a r e cowardly, v a c i l l a t i n g 
and r e a c t i o n a r y t h a t l eads to t h i s conc lus ion - - i t I s t h a t the A.F. 
of L. as an o r g a n i z a t i o n , lock, s tock and b a r r e l , i s not by i t s na-
t u r e i n c l i n e d to t a k e any r i s k s . 4 

The s t r u c t u r e and h i s t o r y of the A.F. of L. a r e such t h a t i t can 
never engage in any s t r u g g l e t h a t endangers the e x i s t i n g o r d e r - - and 
in t h e s e t imes any major a c t i o n by the workers w i l l have j u s t t h a t 
e f f e c t . ^ 

Organized in 1881, the A.F. of L. r ep re sen t ed a t t h a t t ime t h e re -
v o l t of the s k i l l e d a r i s t o c r a c y of l abor a g a i n s t the contemporary 
p r i m i t i v e l abo r o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The Knights of Labor, most powerful 
o r g a n i z a t i o n in the e i g h t i e s , with a l l i t s f a u l t s had c r y s t a l l i z e d 
a p o t e n t i a l l y powerful movement of u n s k i l l e d workers. Reac t ionary 
o f f i p i a l s were unable to 3tem the t i d e . "Order ly" s t r i k e s developed 
Into major r e v o l t s of g i g a n t i c p r o p o r t i o n s . The workers, d e s p i t e the 
pious p lead ings of r e a c t i o n a r y l eade r s , fought as only the completely 
d i s f r a n c h i s e d could f i g h t - with any and a l l means a t t h e i r conmand. 

The Gould s t r i k e , waged by the Knights of Labor i n 4 e 8 5 in which they 
whipped the most powerful r a i l r o a d combination in the United S t a t e s , 
was an example of working c l a s s r evo l t t h a t involved s k i l l e d , semi-
s k i l l e d and u n s k i l l e d l a b o r e r s on the b a s i s of the s logan "An I n j u r y 

i 
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to orie la an i n j u r y to a l l " . 

The . l e m e n t . l c h a r a c t e r of the a ^ ' ^ ' g r o ^ t f ' ' l n 5 ' 

ssi'ni'ofs: '.ShKbS; *? 
figures for the Knights of Labor and the A.F. of L. were. 

Yr. ' 
K.ofL. 
A-ofL. 

1881 
19, 422 
40, 000 

1882 
42, 517 
65,000 

"1883 i 1884f 1885 I 1886 
60. 811 104, 0661702, 924 510, 351 
7 6, OOOl 105, 0001125, OOOl 138, 000 

1887 
259,57.8 
160, 000 

1888 
220, 607 
17 5, 000 

The .1.. but Steady growth o f t h e ^ F ^ L ^ 
development of a movement of skille o n a r Y sentiment. They had 
tion was not conducive to radcal' ^Hionto."cure further 
banded together to take adyantag di capitalism oould well af-
concessions - concessions that an exp nOSition they became less 

America, the Rowing i n d u s t r i a l g i a j t p r e sen t ed " r t . i n ^ o n d l t i o n s 
t h a t c o n s t a n t l y f r u s t r a t e d a r evo lu t lona ry , ia b 8 „ n t h e r e . The 
t i n u i t y t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d European Sgwas a b s e n t ^ ^ ^ 
p o s s i b i l i t y of r i s i n g i n t o th p r f a v i o l e n t c h a r a c t e r sub-mers, e t c . , coupled with r e c - r r l n g c r i s e > of E Y I o l j n t ^ ^ ^ 
merged comple te l j j irecurrent ^a^°iT . ® , t h e u n i t e d S t a t e s enabled 
tCSePLrtUrtoa%ftnrjoiya°3tandard o f ^ l i v i n g 
v i o l e n t ^ r e c u r r i n g * ^ r i k e s of the u n s k i l i e d wotkers ^ P ° 3 £ > d s a c r i f i c e s 
on the s k i l l e d which t h e l a t t e r were unwi l l i ng to 

The American Fede ra t ion of Labo r r ®P£*® e ^ e £ mm the lower 

S? t h e i r l e s s f o r t u n a t e f e U o w s . 

» « . . while t h , growth of the A.F. of L. U a ! " 
v i r t u a l l y upon a p rope r ty I n t e r e s t . I t s BJJ T h Q K n i p h t a of Labor. 
making up in n e l d The e i g h t - h o u r movement, fought courage-
o u s l y ^ b y ' t h e rank and f i I s " a n d bet rayed M^grch l ' s t s 0 

b ,
u t \ S t ° A d r . ° o n f C 5 ; ? 8 l s ° o c l e d t , d e i n U k 2 e p i n e n t s hands u n s u l l i e d by any 

r a d i c a l a c t i v i t y a t t h a t t ime . 

B y 1894 Eugene pebs ^ ^ " ^ ' ^ " ^ ^ ' ^ r s t r S g g f . ^ t a r e ^ a n e ^ ' U J y 
the Pullman s t r i k e of t h a t y ? a f A . F . " of L. repudia ted the 
to be suppressed with f e d e r a l t r o o p s . Th , A . 
A.Fi.U. s t r i k e . 

The Western Fede ra t i on of Miners a t t h i s ^ i m e 
movement which broke away from the A^ . \ b p f o r e t he world war 
in the o r g a n i z a t i o n of the I.W.W. U n t i l . n o r iy p l p m e n t g o f t h P 

l a b o r movement!"The^lgno red submerged u n s k i l l e d workers saw reason 
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« A r nf T kpr t i t s hands of f except where I t 
was p o s s i b l e ' t c^break "Wobbly" s t r i L s and a s s i s t v i g i l a n t e mob. in 
l y n c h i n g - b e e s . 

When the U n i t e d - S t a t e s entered the world war ĵainsssL.̂ s^S^^S.-isasa:: liS-T: 
F & a o f ' e x u l t e d w i t h 8 t h e r e s t of the J ingoes a t E 0 y e a r sen tences 
handed out to -Wobbly" Organ ize r s . 

iST;:.s;rs-:s»r:: p:» s».2. -•issi rs-;;.--ponded enthusiastically only*0 l o C a l governments, and-by the old-

^ S n i ^ H 4 o g i d ^ \ r r f ^ 1 f ^ ? n g d ^ h ^ s t n L ' t r n ^ e ? f ^ = t ^ ; " ' T c ^ e ' 1 s t r 1 k e 
was l o * t . 

When the p r e s e n t depress ion J ' t °uch ' n o ^ o n l y ^ l t h the° 
f e r . The bureaucracy a P h w i t h i t 8 o w n membership as w e l l , 
broad masses, but i t was out of n o s ' s i b i l i t y of complete c o l l a p s e 
I t s membership f e l l o f f . Already the T h e ' d e c l i n e 
appeared when Roosevelt I I saved the C e . Dropping from f o u r 
in membership had been going on a a P h ^ m i l l i o n by 
m i l l i o n members in 1920, i t d e c l i n e d t o t w o and o j ^ S n J . r d . d i n t o \ h e 
1932. But with the he lp of the NRA, worKers were 
A. F, of L. 
The p r e s i d e n t ' s a t t i t u d e may have been s u r p r i s i n g , b ^ n ^ f |"®J<l8

T[Je" 
t h i n g e x t r a o r d i n a r y about h i s a c t i o n in view o c o n d i t i o n . , ^ h e 
world chaos t h r e a t e n e d b y t h e i n * J e [ : ! J d o 5 8

E J S p e . The c a p i t a l i s t s of 
on American p o l i t i c s as i t did on thoa of E P r e v o l u t i o n , 
the world are p r e p a r i n g f o r two e j j " a " u j j 1

t h e l r o w n w a y : I t a l y with 
In each country they prepare f o r t h i s in t h e i r o y R o o 8 e v e l t 
Mussol in i , Germany with H i t l e r , and the United S t a t e s wijn w 
and NRA. The d i f f e r e n c e s of approach and "®thod ° h c a a e t h e 
fundamental n a t u r e and purpose of t h i s ffloveaeint^ a g a i n s t the 
c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s of each country c o n s o U d a t e s I t . f o r e s . c o n f l o l i _ 
coming war and r e v o l u t i o n , and in each case tha p . T h l 8 
na t i on may a c c u r a t e l y be c a l l e d the process of f a s i z a . on T h i e ^ ir0zrsj$:A:isw i< 
dinated^to^ t h e ^ i n t e r e s t 3 ' w h o ^ c U s ' s ; «"»• t h e s o c i a l i s e of 
f a s c i s m . 

The workers must be c o n t r o l l e d or t h e i r o r g a n i ^ ^ d e s t ' r o y e d 
and s ince working c l a s s o r g a n i z a t i o n can never ^ e n t i r e l y «ie.t:ro;yed 
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But a t t h i s t ime i t i s u sab l e . .Mr.Roosevelt holds out glowing v i s t a s 
to the l abo r s k a t e s . T h e i r mouths water as they peer i n t o t h e prom-
ised l and . Only one ,cen t per month per member flows i n t o t h e A. F. 
of L. t r e a s u r y from members of a f f i l i a t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l un ions . But 
fcere i s a chance to o rgan ize the u n s k i l l e d in to " f e d e r a l Unions" 
paying 35£ a month per c a p i t a , and the p r e s i d e n t had p r a c t i c a l l y t o l 
them to go ahead and o r g a n i z e to t h e i r h e a r t s ' c o n t e n t . 

R o o s e v e l t ' s f r i e n d l y smi le and na ive radio t a l k s might i n d i c a t e the 
good na tu red clown, but h i s p o l i c i e s are, t hose of a f a r - s e e i n g . cap i -
t a l i s t who uses a l l methods necessary to prolong the e x i s t e n c e of 
the p re sen t o r d e r . In t h i s per iod of chaos and c o l l a p s e , t h e most 
e x p l o i t e d ' a n d s t a r v i n g l a y e r s of the working c l a s s form a d i s t i ' n c t 
menace.of r e v o l u t i o n . He hands out r e l i e f to the s t a r v i n g and l e t s 
the A.F. of L- take ca re of t h e e x p l o i t e d . The u n s k i l l e d a r e to be 
herd«d i n t o the A.F. of L. AND KEPT IN CHECK-THEREBY. 

The l abor s k a t e s have d e l i v e r e d . They t h r o t t l e d the m i l i t a n t miners 
i n the E a s t . They s u r r e n d e r e d . t o t h e s t eeL i n d u s t r y ; they scotched 
an a t tempt a t an automobi le i ndus t ry s t r i k e and joyously broke the 
' F r i s c o gene ra l s t r i k e from wi th in . 

*W4th a r e a c t i o n a r y h i s t o r y to i t s c r e d i t , a form of o r g a n i z a t i o n 
s u s c e p t i b l e \o no changes, an o f f i c i a l d o m so f i r m l y intrenched* as 
to be immovable, a "rank and f i l e t h a t i s e i t h e r impotent o r as r e -
a c t i o n a r y as i18 l eade r s , t h e A.F. of L. a t t h i s t ime i s much too 
u s e f u l to t h e master c l a s s to be d i s c a r d e d . I t i s expected .to f u l -
f i l l the work in America of t h e Nazi " l abor f r o n t " in Germany, and 
so f a r ' i t ' h a s r e a l i z e d a l l t h e hopes Roosevelt placed in i t . I t s 
Job i s to prevent s t r i k e s , ' to regiment and curb the workers, to dup-
l i c a t e the F a s c i s t l abo r o r g a n i z a t i o n s of Europe. 

General s t r i k e s a re not a p a r t of F a s c i s t r o u t i n e . So a ques t i on 
whether the A.F. of L. w i l l i n i t i a t e a genera l s t r i k e movement in 
1935 i s indeed l aughab le . 
«• «• A « -A »{ * < v A .t -.i a -.<• •: a a -.<• A «• A •'< # 

W ;; * * A A * & i A A A A ;* Af.: A «• * * * a 

A# "MARXISM WITHOUT DOCTORS" 

Review on: The I n e v i t a b i l i t y of Communism, by Paul Mat t i ck . ( # ) 

I t has been the m i s f o r t u n e of Marxism in the United S t a t e s t h a t i t s 
g r e a t e s t development took p lace under t h e i n f l u e n c e of t h e Russian 
Revolu t ion . O.ur n a t i v e r a d i c a l s have d i sp l ayed a p ig-headedness a l -
most equal to t h a t of the b o u r g e o i s i e i t s e l f in con t inu ing to regard 
' L e i i n i s m ' o r 'Marxism-Leninism'^as synonymous with, o r a t l e a s t a 
l o g i c a l ex tens ion of Marxism, and Bolshevism as synonymous with Com-
munism. Even two such embat t led a n t a g o n i s t s as Sidney Hook and Max 
EastmaQ---the one wanting to be a Marxist and t h e o t h e r a L e n i n i s t — 
a r e in fundamental agreement on t h i s po in t , and t h e i r hea ted d i s -
pu te s accord ing ly reduce l a r g e l y to a mere ma t t e r of words. I t has 
not ye t dawned upon the american i n t e l l e c t u a l s t h a t the Bolshevik 
Revolut ion wj.s e s s e n t i a l l y only a bourgeois r evo lu t ion . d i r e c t e d to 
(«•) A 4b pa^e pamphlet j u s t publ i shed by Polemic P u b l i s h e r s , 122 East 

25th St. ,New York C i t y . - 25£ per copy,pos tage p repa id from pub-
l i s h e r ; or o rder from U.W.F.-1604 N . C a l i f o r n i a Ave., Chicago, 111. 
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over throwing Czarism and doing away with the v e s t i g e s of 
in Russia, thus p repa r ing the way f o r an u n r e s t r i c t e d s t a t e capi 
i s t development. * 
I t has been the m i s f o r t u n e of Matt ick p e r s o n a l l y - a p a r t from the ci r-
nirnstancfl t h a t he brought with him from Germany a .ph i losophic mind 

v ? « - - t h a t h i8 work i s d i r e c t e d to b reak ing down these i l l u s i o n 
aSd Tre ud ices and to " c l e a n s i n g Marxism from the f i l t h of ep gonity 
He recognizes t h a t Marxism in i t s pure and ° r ^ a l form was *npos-
s i b l e of a p p l i c a t i o n dur ing t h e upgrade per iod «°f 3J" l h 

was n e c e s s a r i l y adapted to s u i t the needs of the Boverning bureau 
cracy of the o ld l abo r movement, and t h a t i t i s }{?e 5® Jf 
manent c r i s i s " when the o b j e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n s a re r;P® 
throw of c a p i t a l i s m , t h a t i t i s r e a l l y , p o s s i b l e ' f o r Marxism to cjxme 
in to i t s own. 'Yhich i s . m e r e l y another manner of saying " 
can be a c t u a l i z e d only through the r n v o l u t i onary p r o l e t a r i a t in tlhe 
ac t of throwing off the - f i t t e r s of J t h o s e 
j e c t s a l l forms of marxian 'orthodoxy' . , i nc lud ing p a r t i c u l a r l y , t h o s e 
a s s o c i a t e d with the names of Lenin and Kautsky. J e t , he i s an o r 

' thodox' Marxist h i m s e l f - - b u t with a d i f f e r e n c e . In the r s t p lace , 
he makes a d i s t i n c t i o n between mere l i p - s e r v i c e to Marxism, or trie 
use of r e v o l u t i o n a r y phrases to corit e a l M o rmi s t o r c o U ^ e r~ [® ™1-
u t iona ry p r a o t i c e , on the one hand, and the p r a c t i c a l a p p l i q r n 
of marxis t p r i n c i p l e s in t h e p r o l e t a r i a n s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t ^ P ^ a l i s m 
on t h e o t h e r . And secondly, to him, as to George ^ k a c s or thodox 
Marxism "does not mean an u n c r i t i c a l acceptance of th® r®®uJJ® o f 

Marx's i n v e s t i g a t i o n s , does n i t mean a ' b e l i e f in t h i s - J o n n 
t h e s i s , nor t h e exeges i s of a ' s a c r e d book ' . Orthodoxy in <questions 
of Marxism r e l a t e s r a t h e r e x c l u s i v e l y to the method. I t i s t h e ; s c l e r . 
t i f i c c o n v i c t i o n t h a t in d i a l e c t i c a l Marxism t h e c o r r e c t method of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n has been found, t h a t t h i s method can be deve loped .ex-
tended and deepened only in_ the sense of i t s founder , and t h a t a 
a t t empts to overcome or ' improve ' i t have led, and n e c e s s a r i l y , 
merely to f l a t n e s s , t r i v i a l i t y and e c l e c t i c i s m " . 

Such a view of orthodoxy enables Matt ick to be t h e most uncompromis-
ing of Marxis ts , and a t t h e same time one of those who a re l eas 
hampered by t r a d i t i o n s . He recognizes t h e h i s t o r i c a l c h a r a c t e r 
a l l t h e t r a d i t i o n a l forms of the l abo r movement, i n c l u s i v e of P f £ " ® 
mentarism and the p o l i t i c a l , p a r t y . The p o l i t i c a l par ty , J0*"1"® J®J?f 
i s ius t an express ion of formal democracy —one which w i l l be P e ™ i ^ 
t ed to f u n c t i o n only so long as the b o u r g e o i s i e can a f f o r d so much 
l en iency—but the r e v o l u t i o n i t s e l f , under modern c o n d i t i o n s in 
h igh ly developed c a p i t a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , " i s not a pa r ty n a t t e r , ^u 
the a f f a i r of the c l a s s " (of the p r o l e t a r i a n c l a s s , be i t unders tood 
and not of a p r o l e t a r i a n - p e a s a n t a l l i a n c e such as was i n d i s p e n s a b l e 
to the overthrow of Czarism). All express ions of "formal democracy , 
i n c l u s i v e of l abo r o r g a n i z a t i o n s , became more and more l n t o l e r a D i e 
to the b o u r g e o i s i e in the permanent c r i s i s , when t h e cont inued ex-
i s t e n c e of c a p i t a l i s m depends on a p e r f e c t l y smooth f u n c t i o n i n g oi 
the economic organism; but the c l a s s s t r u g g l e i t s e l f cannot be sup-
p r e s s e d — i t i s simply ob l iged to assume new forms adapted to the new 
c o n d i t i o n s . These new forms a re e s s e n t i a l l y embraced in the worKers 
counc i l s ( s o v i e t s ) , led by committees of a c t i o n — t h a t i s , under the 
a i r e c t c o n t r o l of t h e workers themselves, hence not dependent upon 
the e x i s t e n c e of p a r t i e s , not s u b j e c t to the pe r sona l sway of pro-
f e s s i o n a l " labor l e a d e r s " , but f u n c t i o n i n g over t h e heads of a l i 
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p a r t i e s and o u r e a u c r a c i e s and hence, capable of e f f e c t i n g a r e a l 
un i t ed f r o n t and waging a r e a l l y common s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t c a p i t a l i s m 
in i t s f i n a l ana more 'o r l e s s ' f a s c i s t 1 form. 

Ever s i n c e fasc ism f i r s t made i t s appearance in I t a l y , 3 h o r t l y a f t e r 
the War, and p a r t i c u l a r l y s ince the r i s e of H i t l e r in Germany and 
t h e suppress ion of the Soc ia l Democracy in A u s t r i a , a r e o r i e n t a t i o n 
of the l abor movement has been under way. In t h i s process a re r e -
vealedtwo o p p o s i t e t e n d e n c i e s . One i s headed^in the d i r e c t i o n of 
compromise with c a p i t a l i s t i c p r e j u d i c e s , abandonment of r evo lu t i ona r} 
p r i n c i p l e s and winning t h e middle c l a s s e s , as bes t i l l u s t r a t e d in 
t h i s country by the recen t "American Workers' P a r t y " , (now combined 
with the Communist League to form the "Worker,a F a r t y " ) . The o t h e r 
sees in the p r o l e t a r i a t i t s e l f the only r e l i a b l e Ins t rument of the 
communist r e v o l u t i o n and avoids a l l compromise with r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
p r i n c i p l e s as merely c a l c u l a t e d to throw confus ion in to the ranks' 
of t h e workers . I t i s t h a t l a t t e r p o s i t i o n which i s r e p r e s e n t e d by 
Mattick, in harmony with the "United Workers ' Pa r ty" of America and 
the "Groups of I n t e r n a t i o n a l Communists" of the various- c o u n t r i e s 
throughout the world. I t i s e s s e n t i a l l y the same p o s i t i o n as t h a t 
combatted by Lenin under the name of L e f t Communism--a p o s i t i o n 
which, from the poin t of view of the Russian Revolut ion, with i t s 
p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s and j a c o b i n i c a l ideo logy , was n a t u r a l l y anathema at 
t h e time to any Bo l shev ik - - a s i t was a l so to Noske and E b e r t - - but 
which from t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o l e t a r i a n po in t of view i s r e v e a l i n g 
i t s e l f as t h e one t r u l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e in contemporary s o c i e t y . 

In the p re sen t pamphlet , "The I n e v i t a b i l i t y of Communism," as well 
as in va r ious o t h e r wr i t i ngs , such as h i 3 c r i t i q u e of the American 
Workers p a r t y (•»), Matt iek has taken pa ins tc show the d i s a s t r o u s 
consequences of the compromising a t t i t u d e and of t h e r e f o r m i s t p o s i -
t i o n in a l l i t s phases . He unders tands t h a t fasc ism i t s e l f i s merely 
an Ablenkung3manoever. an a t tempt to mis lead t h e workers by the uae 
of p3eudo- revo lu t ionary o r a t l e a s t p s e u d o - r a d i c a l ph ra se s , as i l -
l u s t r a t e d in t h e H i t l e r i a n " N a t i o n a l - S o c i a l i s t German Labo r P a r t y . " 
Fascism has copied the t a c t i c s of the bo l shev ik movement in Russia 
and of the n a t i o n a l bo lshev ik p a r t i e s c o n t r o l l e d by the Th i rd I n t e r -
n a t i o n a l . Fascism too p re t ends to be aiming a t a form of " soc ia l i sm" , 
t h a t i s , s t a t e c a p i t a l i s m , which g e n e r a l l y passes f o r s o c i a l i s m not 
only among the workers and p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s i e but even among the so-
c a l l e d s o c i a l i s t s themselves . What wonder, then , t h a t t h e workers 
t u rn to f a s c i 8 m - - a form of ' s o c i a l i s m ' which can be in t roduced by 
the s imple p roces s of vot ing, without the n e c e s s i t y of a r e v o l u t i o n 
with a l l i t s unpleasant c o n n o t a t i o n s . Thus when the members of the 
r e f o r m i s t , p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s p a r t i e 3 - - a terra which inc ludes even the 
s e l f - s t y l e d r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e a - - r e p r o a c h the workers 
with be ing s t u p i d , they f a i l to cons ide r t h a t t h e s e p a r t i e s them-
se lves a re l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h a t ' 3 t u p i d i t y ' , in t h a t they 
put r e f o r m i s t no t ions i n t o t h e heads of the workers and f a i l to make 
a c l e a r - c u t d i s t i n c t i o n between c a p i t a l i s m ( i n i t s f a s c i s t form)and 
communism (as conceived by Marx, t h e " soc i e ty of f r e e and equal pro-
d u c e r s " ) . Thus reformism in i t s var ious a s p e c t s , i n c l u d i n g p a r t i c i -
pa t ion in c a p i t a l i s t p o l i t i c s , leads l o g i c a l l y to fasc ism, and a l l 
t h e r e f o r m i s t p a r t i e s ( r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r r e v o l u t i o n a r y phrases o r 
i n t e n t i o n s ) w i l l be f o r c e d in the end e i t h e r to c a p i t u l a t e to f a s -
cism o r be suppressed by i t — o r even bcttf a t t h e same time, as i n 

7*0 "One Step Forward, Two Steps Backward" . -The Modern Monthly, Dec. 193 
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t h e case of t h e German C.P. , which had l o s t a l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y cha r -
a c t e r and become almost tis f a s c i s t aa^ the Nazis , but whi chnever the -
l e s s has to be swept a s ide as unadapted, or a t l e a s t l e s s adapted 
than H i t l e r ' s pa r ty , to the needs of the b o u r g e o i s i e in the permanent 
c r i s i s . J 

These two opposed t endenc ie s in t h e l abo r movement imply, of course , 
d i f f e r e n c e s in t h e o r e t i c a l base, invo lv ing ques t i ons not merely' of 
psychology but of phi losophy and economics. The r e f o r m i s t p o s i t i o n 
i s e s s e n t i a l l y o p p o r t u n i s t i c and u n d i a l e c t i c a l . I t i s acco rd ing ly 
s u p e r f i c i a l , con ten t with momentary successes , however won and with 
the a i d of whatever elements, without regard f o r u l t e - r io r e f f e c t s 
on the r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement and the form of s o c i e t y r e s u l t i n g 1 from 
i t . I t T a i l s to see in t h e capi tally's trie r e l a t i o n s themselves and in 
the growth of t h e f o r c e s of product ion ( i n p a r t i c u l a r , the growth 'of 
the p r o l e t a r i a t ) the c i rcumstance which makes the eventual triumph 
of communism i n e v i t a b l e , however long t h a t triumph may be postponed 
by fasc i sm and o t h e r v a r i e t i e s of reformism. On the o t h e r hand, the 
t r u l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y tendency, which sees ir« t h e p r o l e t a r i a t i t 3 e l f 
t h e a n t i t n e 3 i 3 engendered by c a p i t a l i s m , and in communism the syn-
t h e s i s r e s u l t i n g from t h i s a n t a g o n i s n ^ ^ s not concerned with c a t e r -
ing to the p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s i e but wiWTaevelop'ing the s t r e n g t h and 
t h e consc iousness and t h e s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e of the workers, so t h a t 
t h e s e l a t t e r w i l l be capable of leading the p e t t y - b o u r g e c i s i e i n -
s t e a d of be ing led by i t . In other , words, as Matt iek makss p l a i n in 
the conc lud ing s e c t i o n s of h i s work, i t i s not so much a ques t ion 
of ' e d u c a t i n g ' t h e workers in communist ideology, but one of deve l -
oping t h e i r m i l i t a n c y . Educat ion, in the sense in which t h e word i s 
employed by Sidney Hook and on which he lays 3r much s t r e s s - - i n com-
mon, we might say, with s o c i a l i s t s and r e f o r m i s t s g e n e r a l l y - - i s a 
ma t t e r in which the c a p i t a l i s t s , so long a3 c a p i t a l i s m e n d u r e s , w i l l 
always have t h e advantage, if not p r a c t i c a l l y a complete monopoly. 
The g rea t ma3s of t h e workers, under c a p i t a l i s t c o n d i t i o n s , cannot 
be r ead ied by educa t ion a t a l l ; and hence to depend upor. educat ion 
ana propaganda as the main, forms of p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t y i s 
merely to play i n t o the hands of the r e a c t i o n a r i e s by i n d u l g i n g t h e 
Sort of i l l u s i o n s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the s o c i a l i s t s , who hold t h a t 
no th ing can be done about a new s t a t e of s o c i e t y u n t i l they have con-
vinced enough people of the d e s i r a b i l i t y of s o c i a l i s m to vote the 
s o c i a l i s t t i c k e t i n t o o f f i c e . But to promote t h e mi l i t ancy and s e l f -
ccn f i aenoe of the workers, even to the exc lu s ion of communist i d e o l -
ogy and what i s g e n e r a l l y r e f e r r e d to as c l a s s consc iousness in i t s 
mere i n t e l l e c t u a l form, i s to make the c o l l a t e of c a p i t a l i s m i n e v i -
t a b l e in t.'ie S h o r t e s t p o s s i b l e space of t ime. T h e i r economic s t r u g -
gles under e x i s t i n g c o n d i t i o n s n a t u r a l l y tend to aFsume a p o l i t i c a l 
form and a c q u i r e a r evo lu t i ona ry , c h a r a c t e r ; t h e workers may not be 
Marxis ts o r conscious r e v o l u t i o n i s t s "wu.ile engaged in those s t r u g g l e s , 
but , as tfatt.ick Jays , " the r evo lu t i on makis them M a r x i s t s . " 

NO attempt, w i l l be made in t h i s b r i e f review to i n d i c a t e the wealth 
of t n e o i e t i c a l m a t e r i a l whioh Matt iek b i i n g s tto t h e support of h i s 
views. Cur mm i merely to po in t out the r e v o l u t i o n a r y s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of n i 'AC rk and to suggest t h e manner in wh.ch it- rtif.*ertn-iates i t -
sel l ' i'.o:r t.: 1 r t h o d o x 4 and a l l fcrms of ' v u l g a r ' Marxian. The pam-
p h l e t .<ea w r i t t e n mainly -i3 a reply to Sid'iey f lood 's 1>COK "Towards 
t h e J ic.erotar.6i ng of Karl Marx" which i s perhaps the one d i s t i n c t i v e -
ly american c o n t r i b u t i o n to Marxism which could be named,as in any 
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sense worthy of such a c r i t i q u e , Matt ick and Hook a re , of course , in 
agreement on many s p e c i f i c p o i n t » ( o m i t t e d as obvious in t h e p re sen t 
pamphlet) , and t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s a re sometimes more a mat te r of em-
phas i s than of fundamental o p p o s i t i o n . But Book, in common with a l l 
the o t h e r people who have t r i e d to "make sense of Marx" has, we t h ink 
. Ja t t ick c l e a r l y shows, merely succeeded in reducing what i s essen-
t i a l l y s c i e n c e to the 'common-sense* l e v e l of unde r s t and ing and not 
only abandoned Marxism himself but made i t a l l t h e e a s i e r f o r l i b e r -
a l s and ' n i c e peop le ' g e n e r a l l y to f e e l t h a t they were p e r f e c t l y 
j u s t i f i e d in never concern ing themselves with t h e mat ter o r never 
t a k i n g i t s e r i o u s l y if they d id . Matt ick r e v e a l s t h a t Marx i s more 
modern than a l l h i s c r i t i c s , whether of t h e p s e u d o - s c i e n t i f i c r a d i c a l 
camp l i k e Max Eastman, or of t h e pure ly l i b e r a l type l i k e S t u a r t 
Chase. Marx i s not only t h e symbol of r e v o l u t i o n , which I s t h e only 
p resen t a l t e r n a t i v e to world-wide f a sc i sm; he i s a l so t h e man who has 
provided t h e most profound unders tand ing of c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y , and 
t h a t i n s i g h t i n t o economic laws and t h e movement of s o c i a l c l a s s e s 
whicn i s the only su re guide to pursu ing a r e a l l y r a d i c a l course of 
a c t i o n under c a p i t a l i s m in i t s s t a g e of d e c l i n e . And Matt ick, in s p i t e 
o r because of h i s comparat ive youth, has brought in to marx i s t theory 
and the p o l i t i c a l labor movement a f r e s h n e s s of i n s i g h t and depth of 
unders tand ing gained in the course of y e a r s of exper ience here and 
abroad and h i t h e r t o l ack ing in t h i s c o u n t r y . 
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DANIEL: DE LEOM 
bY-kiifS TEN SVANUM 

There has of l u t e been a tendency by i n t e l l e c t u a l s who du r ing the 
p r e s e n t c r i s i s have d i scovered the r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement to Join 
with t h e S o c i a l i s t Labor P a r t y in i t s c u l t . o f Danie l De Leon. While 
t h e s e i n t e l l e c t u a l s remain very s k e p t i c a l towards the S .L .P . they wax 
q u i t e l y r i c a l about the r e v o l u t i o n a r y a b i l i t i e s and potency ef De 
Leon even going-so f a r as to name him an o r the American Marx e r 
Lenin . Tiiia i s q u i t e u n j u s t to the S .L .P . t h a t has ceased to be a 
f a c t o r in the r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement due to I t s devot ion and l o y a l t y 
to the t h e o r i e s and p e r s o n a l i t y ef De Leon. Suoh i n j u s t i c e i s , of 
course , a m a t t e r of smal l importance but a d i s t o r t i o n of r e v o l u t i o n -
ary theory making a Marx o r Lenin out of such sheddy m a t e r i a l as De 
Leon i s much more seritttxs; no t because De Leon1® importance in Amer-
ican r e v o l u t i o n a r y t r a d i t i o n i s heavy enough to a l low a r e l n t e r p r e -
t a t i o n of h i s t h e o r i e s and a c t i v i t y to have any I n f l u e n c e on the 
c l a s s s t r u g g l e , but because i t i s an index of the con fus ion e x i s t i n g 
in r e v o l u t i o n a r y theory , and i f no t countered by a c o r r e c t a n a l y s i s 
i s a c o n t r i b u t a r y cause towards making con fus ion twice confounded. 

F r ede r l ch Engels* concep t ion of De Leon must have been q u i t e d i f f e r -
e n t . when Luoien San ia l and De Leen v i s i t e d him In England, h i s so l e 
comment to a f r i e n d In the United S t a t e s was, "they did not impress 
me much. H 

The a l l e g e d g r e a t n e s s of De Leon i s u s u a l l y based on h i s concept ion 
of i n d u s t r i a l unionism and h i s uncompromising s tand a g a i n s t any re -
f o r m i s t compromise. I t i s u n f o r t u n a t e f o r the former premise tha t , the 
r e f u s a l of the c r e d e n t i a l s committee to s e a t him at the 1928 conven-
t i o n of tne I.W.W. was due to the f a c t t h a t he was a member o f , and 
a d e l e g a t e from, a c r a f t l o c a l ( t h e c l e r i c a l workers) and had c o n s i s -
t e n t l y r e f u s e d to t r a n s f e r to an i n d u s t r i a l union l o c a l in s p i t e of 
the i n s i s t e n c e of the General Execut ive Board of t h e I.V,."' . t h a t he 
do so . During the d i s c u s s i o n of the c r e d e n t i a l s commi t t ee ' s report., 
In which De Leon was pe rmi t t ed to p a r t i c i p a t e , i t was brought out, by 
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De Leoh himself that thia was to him not just a question of expedien-
cy - preference for representing a numerically stronger local - but 
of principle, i.e. that according to De Leon the organization or in-
dustrial unions should commence with the organization of craft locals. 

Tnia attitude of De Leon amounted, in practice, to demanding that the 
I.VV.W. retrace the steps of the A.F. of L. before starting out en its 
own proper career, and was the decisive factor swinging many of De 
Leon's former supporters against him. As Tom Powers, a delegate from 
New England, put it: "No one but De Leon himself could convince me 
that De Leon does not understand industrial unionism, - but he has 
done it. » 

The idea prevalent that it was the political action claiffte that w^s 
the issue of thia convention is merely a deduction from the fact that 
after the withdrawal of the De Leon supporters from the convention, 
the political clause was struck frow the I.W.W. preamble; but this 
was merely a result of the anti-political faction being in control 
after the withdrawal of the De Leonites, not the cause oT this witn-
drawal. 

De Leon's second claim to revolutionary fame is even more shaky;- to 
examine it, it is necessary to go back to the time of his entrance in 
the S.L.Pand the discussion then raging on the "who pays the tax-
es" problem. On this question, De Leon and his supporters held that 
the workers do not pay any taxes. Thia stand was superficially con-
sidered more revolutionary. When the opposing faction contended that 
the question of taxes should furnish one of the main planks in the 
party's platform and be considered separately, any revolutionist 
must agree with De Leon that this was only a red herring to draw the 
workers off the revolutionary trail; but, when examining the grounds 
on which the De Leonites took this stand, the question then assumes 
a sinister significance. 

pa Leon's argument was that under capitalism wages are determined by 
the law of value of labor power. The workers are therefore unable te 
improve their conditions under capitalism,and vice versa the capital-
ists are unable to cut their wages, the law of value overriding all 
such subjective notions. From a theoretical point of view, this is 
changing the Marxist conception of the class struggle into a concep-
tion of society as ruled by "iron immutable" laws. This is net dia-
lectic materialism, but metaphysical materialism; not the Marxist 
conception of historical materialism, but the bourgeois conception 
of economic determinism. It is a complete repudiation of the subjec-
tive factor, reducing the human element in the class struggle to no-
rthing; reducing social science to the same elements as natural science 
In practice, it means the cessation of all struggle except the strug-
gle with Immediate revolutionary results. Tnis degrades the revolution 
to the level of a miracle; for if ,the wage level is decided by factors 
outside the determination of capitalists and workers both, then the 
s-truggles, whether defensive or offensive, about wages, hours, etc., 
must be just that much waste of effort. 

Incredible as this may seem, this was the attitude of De Leonj and 
this is the attitude of the S.L-P- today. The position, briefly 
stated, i8 this: nothing short of a revolution can improve the posi-
tion of the working class. The two methods for accomplishing this were 
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accord ing to the S .L .P . , p o l i t i c a l and economic a c t i o n , but t h e s e twc 
concepts were narrowed down to become mere shadows of t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
s e l v e s . 

P o l i t i c a l a c t i o n was, in t h e main, de f ined as p a r l i a m e n t a r i s m ; but a 
s t e m a t t i t u d e was taken a g a i n s t t h e S o c i a l i s t Par ty program of r e -
forms to be gained by such methods. E l e c t i o n s were simply thermom-
e t e r s r e g i s t e r i n g the " r evo lu t i ona ry t e m p e r a t u r e " . When the proper 
degree , a m a j o r i t y ' v o t e , was gained, t h e wo r k e r s "would, aflsyme power 
but not through t h e i r e l e c t e d pa r l i amen ta ry r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . T h i s t ask 
was l e f t to t h e i r economic o r g a n i z a t i o n s : t h e i n d u s t r i a l u n i o n s . What 
were t he se unions in the meantime to do? Merely organ-ize and keep i r 
r e a d i n e s s f o r t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l miss ion? A program as narrow as t h l s - j 
can, of course , not be c a r r i e d through with p e r f e c t c o n s i s t e n c y ; but 
the S .L .P . came very c l o s e to t h i s " i d e a l " . On the whole, S .L .P . 
c and ida t e s have hones t ly s e t f o r t h a t e l e c t i o n s t h a t , i f e l e c t e d , 
they could accomplish n o t h i n g ; so, too , t h e W. I . I .U . o r g a n i z e r s hold 
t h a t unions can accomplish no th ing f o r the workers . The r e s u l t has , 
of course , been t h a t t h e r e has been very l i t t l e response from the 
masa of t h e working c l a s s . Only those very s u s c e p t i b l e to r e v o l u t i o n -
ary propaganda can respond to a message as s eve re ly academic as t h i s . 
The only measure of success t h a t the S . L . P . has been ab le to gain has 
t h e r e f o r e been to I s o l a t e wi th in i t s ranks a small number of people 
h ighly s u s c e p t i b l e to r e v o l u t i o n a r y propaganda, and thereby to r e s -
t r a i n ^ l r ^ m from a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t i n g in any mass s t r u g g l e . 

Corresponding to t h e s e t h e o r e t i c a l and s t r a t e g i c a l shortcomings i s an 
equal d e f i c i e n c y in t a c t i c a l p r i n c i p l e . ' D e Leon ' s o p p o s i t i o n to the 
a n t i - p o l i t i c a l f a c t i o n with the I.W.W. was no t an o p p o s i t i o n to op-
portunism and compromise, but a g a i n s t the "advocates of p h y s i c a l 
f o r c e " . To h i s n o t i d n , p o l i t i c a l ( r ead p a r l i a m e n t a r y ) a c t i o n p l u s i n -
d u s t r i a l unionism made any a c t u a l p h y s i c a l s t r u g g l e unnecessa ry . The 
c l a s s s t r u g g l e could t h e r e f o r e be c a r r i e d on "on the c i v i l i z e d p lane" 
with p e a c e f u l e l e c t i o n e e r i n g , o r g a n i z a t i o n and propaganda work. De 
Leon 's t a c t i c a l p r i n c i p l e t h e r e f o r e became an extreme of l ega l i sm and 
pac i f i sm, and anyone f a i l i n g to worship thteae f e t i c h e s were simply 
branded as "enemies of the working c l a s s " and agents p r o v o c a t u r e . 

The f u n c t i o n s of a r e v o l u t i o n i s t j o i n i n g t h e S .L .P . and adhering.1 

s t r i c t l y to De Leon ' s p r i n c i p l e s ' w e r e l i m i t e d to a narrow a o r t of 
propaganda with no p r a c t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n in t h e d a i l y s t r u g g l e s 
of the workers, nay even d i s d a i n i n g t h e s e s t r u g g l e s and d e p r e c a t i n g 
the neces sa ry o u t b u r s t s of v i o l e n c e of an o f f e n s i v e o r d e f e n s i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i n c i d e n t a l to them. The t h e o r e t i c a l , s t r a t e g i c a l and t a c t i -
c a l p r i n c i p l e s advocated by Do Leon thus made r e v o l u t i o n i s t s coming 
under t h e i r i n f l u e n c e no t only a b s t a i n from p a r t i c i p a t i o n in t h e ac-
t u a l c l a s s s t r u g g l e , but eve.* made them In to a c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
f o r c e t r y i n g to c a n a l i z e t h e spontaneous s t r u g g l e s of t h e workers In-
to s t e r i l e channe l s . 

The f u n c t i o n s of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement i s , of course , extremely 
l i m i t e d . I t does no t f u r n i s h the motive power of the s o c i a l r evo lu-
t i o n but only g ives d i r e c t i o n to i t , and t h i s even wi th in narrow 
l imi t s . - 'The working o l aa s would, even i f no r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement 
e x i s t e d , r e v o l t a g a i n s t the o p p r e s s i v e c o n d i t i o n s t h a t the c a p i t a l i s t 
system imposes on i t . In the absence of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement such 
r e v o l t s would be empi r i ca l , t e n t a t i v e , b l u n d e r i n g . Tue r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
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movement f u r n i s h e s not only a record of such r e v o l t s , but, by ana ly -
s i s , e s t a b l i s h e s not only a connect ion between them by l i n k i n g them 
h i s t o r i c a l l y to the pa s t and d i s c e r n i n g the r e l a t i o n s h i p s between 
the appa ren t ly d i sconnec ted s t r u g g l e s of the p r e s e n t , but , more im-
por t an t y e t , sees the aim towards which the s t r u g g l e i s l ead ing .The 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement i s t hus the c e n t r a l sensory and r eason ing ap-
p a r a t u s of the working c l a s s . And as i t i s imposs ib le f o r a man to 
add an ounce of power to h i s bod i ly s t r e n g t h by the use of h i s mind 
and senses , so i t i s l lkewi3e impossl/ble f o r the r e v o l u t i o n a r y move-
ment to i n c r e a s e the r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e of t h e working c l a s s . But a 
w e l l - t r a i n e d mind and p e r f e c t c o o r d i n a t i o n of nerve and muscle cannot 
only u t i l i z e the muscular power of a man to ever b e t t e r a d v a n t a g e . i t 
can even, over a pe r iod of time, by s u i t a b l e t r a i n i n g i n c r e a s e C o d i l j 
s t r e n g t h u n t i l t a s k s h i t h e r t o imposs ib le can be conquered. I t i s l i k e -
wise imposs ib le f o r t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement to accomplish any im-
mediate i n c r e a s e in the r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e of the working class .What 
i s can do i s to lead i t i n t o the most u s e f u l channels and thereby i n -
c r e a s e i t s e f f e c t i v e n e s s ; to change i t from a b l i nd , i n s t i n c t i v e , 
spontaneous, in to a consc ious , reasoned, d e l i b e r a t e s t r u g g l e , not 
only f o r immediate r e d r e s s of g r i evances but showing a pa th to t h e 
f i n a l aim - t h e r u l e of the working c l a s s as a t r a n s i t i o n to a c l a s s -
l e s s s o c i e t y . Under such d i r e c t i o n t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e of t h e 
working c l a s s would no t only be b e t t e r u t i l i z e d , but would grow by 
cont inuous and r a t i o n a l e x e r c i s e u n t i l i t became adequa te f o r i t s 
f i n a l aim. ** 

De Leon ' s tneory dec l a r ed the a c t u a l c l a s s stTlhu^le s e n s e l e s s . His 
s t r a t e g y would tu rn i t i n t o u s e l e s s channe l s , h i s t a c t i c s would o f -
f e r i t as a s a c r i f i c e on t h e a l t a r of l e g a l i s m . De Leon never ceased 
to be a u n i v e r s i t y p r o f e s s o r in s p i r i t ; p r a c t i c a l \ l f e had to be 
s i m p l i f i e d i n t o simple a b 3 t r a c t i o n s ; t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e to be con-
ducted w i th in an academic, p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s frame-work; and be fo re 
a l l , no v i o l e n c e ; l e t us be s t r i c t l y l e g a l . As a l l o t h e r r e f o r m i s t s , 
he f o r g o t t h a t only one t h i n g can make a r e v o l u t i o n l e g a l - - i t s 
succe s s . 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Back numbers of Council Correspondence can be had by send ing in 
13£ in stamps f o r each copy wanted.We have a few copies of each i s s u e 
except #1 and #2. 

We w i l l a ccep t a l i m i t e d number of s i x month s u b s c r i p t i o n s a t 
50£ . l f you want t h e C.C. s en t you by mai l each month,send in your 
s u b s c r i p t i o n now. 

The Council Correspondence w i l l accep t f o r p u b l i c a t i o n , a r t i c l e s 
c o n t a i n i n g m a t e r i a l which we c o n s i d e r should be brought to t h e a t t e n -
t i o n of workers, by w r i t e r s who a r e no t members of the Uni ted Workers' 
P a r t y . T u e a e a r t i c l e s a r e s igned to denote t h a t we do no t n e c e s s a r i l y 
endorse t h e views of t h e w r i t e r e n t i r e l y . A l l m a t e r i a l p r e sen t ed wi th-

* out s i g n a t u r e i s to be cons idered the c o l l e c t i v e work of P a r t y mem-
bers.We w i l l a t a l l t imes a p p r e c i a t e sugges t i ons o r c r i t i c i s m on the 
m a t e r i a l con ta ined in Council Correspondence. 

- E d i t o r i a l Committee -
- 4 -

Council Correspondence. 

c . C. C. * * # - -

CAPITALISM'S CONSERVATION CORPS. 

What stamps the C.C.C. as the most unique experiment inaugura ted by 
F rank l in D. Roosevel t i s t h e almost t o t a l lack of c r i t i c i s m , - both 
from c a p i t a l i s t p o l i t i c a l opponents , and even those s e l f - p r o f e s s i n g 
" l i b e r a l s " a d m i t t i n g a " s o c i a l i s t i c " * t a i n t * For t h a t very reason, 
the C i v i l i a n Conservat ion Corps demands c lo se scru t i .ny . Obviously, 
any innova t ion t h a t immediately meets with the u n q u a l i f i e d approval 
of ALL t h e r i v a l c a p i t a l i s t groups bodes ne good f o r the P r o l e t a r i a t . 

The C.C.C. w%» launched amidst t h e usua l f a n f l a r e of i d e a l i s t i c 
c a t c h - p h r a s e s . The boys were to be given an o p p o r t u n i t y to do u s e f u l 
work in h e a l t h f u l su r round ings ; God's Own Country - no less' .Of g r e a t -
e r importance to t h e members - - so they were grave ly Informed - - was 
t h e chance to r ega in t h a t most p r e c i o u s of *11 pos se s s ions , t h e i r 
"mo r a l e " . 

Ac tua l ly , of course , t h e Admin i s t r a t i on was moved by more p r a c t i c a l 
mo t ive s . F i r s t , i t was r e a l i z e d t h e s e y o u n g s t e r s , Job l e s s and con-
f r o n t e d with t h e ever-mounting misery p r e v a i l i n g in $ h e l r homes,con-
s t i t u t e d • p o t e n t i a l meaace to Soolety ( r e a d : CAPITALIST S o c i e t y ; . 
By d r a i n i n g o f f t he se , p o t e n t i a l l y , most m i l i t a n t elements i n t o t h e 
C.C.C* t h a t danger might be a v e r t e d and the working c l a s s , as a whole, 
the reby weakened. Second, o r g a n i z a t i o n and t r a i n i n g of the C.C.C. has 
been so conducted under Regular Army o f f i c e r s as to al low i t s conver-
s ion i n t o a huge army atT shor t n o t i c e . (P re sen t 1935 p lans c a l l f o r 
an enrol lment of over 1, OOO, 000 men! Age l i m i t s a r e to be r a i s e d to 
30 y e a r s , and mar r i ed men a r e to be a o c e p t e d . ) 

Against the second " a l l e g e d " motive the argument has been r a i s e d t h a t 
because t h e members do not d r i l l o r engage in o t h e r war l ike t r a i n i n g 
the government cannot be accused of m i l i t a r i z i n g th'e C.C.C. By ad-
vancing th ia"argument M , c a p i t a l i s t a p o l o g i s t s e i t h e r r evea l t h e i r l y -
i n g h y p o c r i t i c a l ro l e , or e l s e b e t r a y an u t t e r ignorance of modern 
war fa re and m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Modern i n d u s t r y r e q u i r e s h a r d l y any s p e c i a l i z e d s k i l l from the l a b o r -
er, who today merely a c t s as an a d j u n c t to the machine. Likewise, with 
modern warfare , one of C a p i t a l i s m ' s g r e a t e s t i n d u s t r i e s . Here, too , 
g r e a t development In the mechaniza t ion and e f f i c a c y of weapons has 
r e s u l t e d in a l e s sened demand f o r s p e c i a l i z e d s k i l l on t h e p a r t of 
t h e modern s o l d i e r . The deadly accuracy of t h e machine gun has des-
t royed t h e o ld dependency on the c lo sed f o r m a t i o n . With t h e outmoding 
of t h i s form of o r g a n i z a t i o n went the n e c e s s i t y f o r ex t ens ive d r i l l -
i ng en maase. Toaay, s o l d i e r s f i g h t in a loose , s c a t t e r e d fo rmat ion 
in bodies of about 200 - 250 men under the command of a c a p t a i n and 
s e v e r a l l i e u t e n a n t s . S i g n i f i c a n t l y enough, t h i s i s t h e i d e n t i c a l form 
of o r g a n l z a t l o n of the C.C.C. camps! Each oamp holds f r o m 2 0 0 - 2 5 0 men 
under the command of a commissioned army c a p t a i n and two l i e u t e n a n t s . 
In a d d i t i o n , j u s t as in the r e g u l a r army, t h e r e a r e non-commissioned 
o f f i c e r s ( co r r e spond ing to s e r g e a n t s and c o r p o r a l s ) ohosen from the 
ranks of the C.C.C. seemingly, to Judge by r e p o r t , on t h e b a s i s of 
p h y s i c a l b r u t a l n e s s and b l i n d obedience in c a r r y i n g out o r d e r s . These 
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" s t raw bosses" known as l eade r s ana a s s i s t a n t l e a d e r s r e c e i v e more 
than the usual $30. per month, •• $45. and $36. per month r e s p e c t i v e -
l y . I t i s ev ident then, t h a t p rov id ing t h e men a re t ho ro lv d i s c i p -
l i n e d and unques t ion ing ly obedi ent . they can oe quickly whipped i n t o 
m i l i t a r y shape. Armi;ig 4.hera with machine guns, s k i l l in u s ing them 
can be l e a rned in a fev; ho'J i s , would t u rn the C.C.C. i n t o a f i r s t -
c l a s s ermy capaM oi engaging in r e g u l a r warf or , what i s more 
l i k e l y in the minda of Roosevelt and h i s o o u n s a i i o r s , capable of 
combat t ing a m i l i t a n t work ing-c l a s s ! 

Only on t h i s b a s i s can the p e c u l i a r i d e o l o g i c a l t r a i n i n g the boys 
have been s u b j e c t e d to , be exp la ined . This exp lana t ion , too, f u r -
n i s h e s t h e r a t i o n a l key to the extreme b r u t a l i t y with which, eVen, 
minor i n f r a c t i o n s of the ru l e s have been punished . Both" menta l ly . an 
p h y s i c a l l y the men a r e be ing prepared f o r the ro l e they a re to play-

A thorough " h e a d - f i x i n g " department has been s e t up in every camp 
under t h e guidance of an "educa t iona l a d v i s o r " The r e a l purpose was 
b l u r t e d out by a na ive educa t iona l a d v i s o r , who, wMtirtg In the New 
York Times ( 6 - 3 - ' 3 4 ) s a i d : "This l e c t u r i n g s t u f f i s o u t ! A r e g u l a r 
" b u l l " s e s s i o n w i l l be s t a r t e d on government a f f a i r s , n a t i o n a l news, 
and economics ." Evident ly a form of the Ca tho l i c c o n f e s s i o n a l i s 
be ing in t roduced i n t o the camps. Any l u c k l e s s Corps member who un-
w i t t i n g l y r evea l s a lack of f a i t h in the "New Deal" T r i n i t y , F r ank l in 
D. Roosevel t , the United S t a t e s and Cap i t a l i sm, w i l l be qu ick ly shown 
h i s e r r o r . 

This touch ing s o l i c i t u d e f o r what C.C.C. members read and th ink was 
demonstra ted s t i l l f u r t h e r i n the banning of the pamphlet -'YOU and 
MACHINES", w r i t t e n exp res s ly f o r the C.C.C. by P r o f . Wm. F. Ogburn 
of Chicago U n i v e r s i t y . Rubt .Fechner in banning the bookle t ex-
p l a i n e d t h a t i t was no t s u i t e d f o r i t s audience, and t h a t i t was Ju.~t 
a b i t too 'gloomy, p a i n t i n g too p e s s i m i s t i c p i c t u r e of our technolog-
i c a l f u t u r e f o r the l a b o r e r . What Fechner a c t u a l l y o b j e c t e d to were 
c e r t a i n s t r a y remarks of Prof .Ogburn • s t h a t were REVOLUTIONARY in 
t h e i r i m p l i c a t i o n . * 

Quot ing from the pamphlet : "Machines a re f o r c i n g our i n s t i t u t i o n s to 
change; but always they l a g behind. . . We c a n ' t b r i n g back the good 
o ld d a y s . . . P a s s i n g laws w i l l newer do i t . . . I f they want to s top 
change, they w i l l have to break up t h e machine, or , b e t t e r s t i l ' l , 
poison a l l i n v e n t o r s . . . T h e y (Youth) must l e a r n to a d j u s t themselves 
to the m a c h i n e . . . " 

Again: " I t i s g e n e r a l l y be l ieved t h a t not more than ond person out 
of every seven persons unemployed lg 1933, perhaps not eyen 1 in 10, 
had h i s job taken away by a machine." 

What i s Prof .Ogburn s k e t c h i n g in t h e above s t a t emen t , i f not the 
M a t e r i a l i s t Conception of His tory? True, in a d i s t o r t e d and almost 
un recogn izab le form. BUT, does he not show the f u t i l i t y of p a t c h i n g 
Cap i t a l i sm by means of the New Deal in s t a t i n g : "Pass ing laws w i l l 
never do i t " , ( i . e . " . \ b r l n g back the good o ld d a y s . . . " ) . F u r t h e r -
more, i s n ' t t h i s an express ion of t h e n e c e s s i t y of REVOLUTION f o r 
the f u r t h e r development of the, machine ( p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s ) and the 
p r o g r e s s i v e development of soc ie ty? No wonder Robt .Fechner banned 
the pamphlet l No dangerous ideas were going to be put i n t o t h e minds 
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of C.C.C. i f he could help H I Fechner,. a v i c e - p r e s i d e n t of t h e A.F. 
of L'. i n t e r n a t i o n a l Assoc ia t ibn of Mach in i s t s has been P l each ing 
"harmony" between Labor and C a p i t a l a l l h i s l i f e . To him, c a p i t a l i s 
s o c i e t y i s e t e r n a l and the bes t of a l l s o c i e t i e s . I t HAS been good 
to him. The job as head of the C.C.C. was h i s reward f o r the f i n e 
work he performed dUring t h e World War " c o n c i l i a t i n g " Labor to cap i -
t a l i s t o p p r e s s i o n . 

H umorously enough, Dr. Percy Bidwell , e d i t o r of ^ 5 * ! " 
f e n d i n g i t , s a id the au thor was "a p i l l a r of s o c i e t y and a man 
"tremendous r e p u t a t i o n " . To no a v a i l , however. Fechner, «• 
censor f o r c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y , had, to ban t h e pamphl-et eve* though 
w r i t t e n by "a p i l l a r of t l ia t s o c i e t y . " 

The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n cannot r e l a x i t s regime of I ron d l s o i p l i n e and 
u n q u e s t i o n i n g obedience, f o r t h a t would s p e l l f a i l u r e in t h e i r a t -
tempt to b u i l d up a l a rge array. On t h e o t h e r hand, members of the 
C.C.C., not aware t h a t they a re a c t u a l l y be ing moulded. In to an army, 
a r e r e b e l l i n g a g a i n s t the seemingly unnecessary and excesa lve d i s -
c i p l i n e . D i s c i p l i n e , t h a t c e r t a i n l y i s out of a l l p r o p o r t i o n to the 
type of work they have been doing:, b u i l d i n g roads, p l a n t i n 6 e , 
d igg ing and then f i l l i n g those same h o l e s , et tf . As a r e s u l t or t r u e 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n , t h e s p i r i t of d i s c o n t e n t i s s t e a d i l y growing and I s 
m a n i f e s t i n g i t s e l f i n c r e a s i n g l y in spontaneous o u t b r e a k s . ^ 

S e c r e t a r y Dern of the War Department in summing up t h e achievements 
of the f i r s t y e a r of the C.C.C. (4 -16- -34) s a i d : "No group of men 
unders tands Youth so well o r holds i t in g r e a t e r a f f e c t i o n than does 
the commissioned personne l of t h e army". 

How the commissioned personnel p r a c t i c a l l y d i s p l a y t h e i r "grea t a f -
f e c t i o n " was demonstrated t h r e e months l a t e r (7-10- 34) by L i eu t en -
ant Gat l in a t an Oklahoma C.C.C,. camp. The L i eu t enan t , in an exuber-
ance of a f f e c t i o n , "a t tempted to q u i e t r e c r u i t s who were r e p o r t e d to 
have been d r i n k i n g " by f i r i n g once a t a group, s l i g h t l y wounding 
p r i v a t e Mc Cul lough. This i n d i v i d u a l , not having heard Secy.Dern s 
r e p o r t , ev iden t ly mistook the L i e u t e n a n t ' s a f f e c t i o n a t e a c t i o n and 
i s a l l e g e d to have r e t u r n e d the f i r e , k i l l i n g him. 

As t ime went on, t h e r e a c t i o n to t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s and d i s c i p l i n e , 
which in t h e beg inn ing m a n i f e s t e d I t s e l f in sporad ic and ind lv lduaa^-
i s t i c a c t s of p r o t e s t , took on a MASS c h a r a c t e r , exp re s s ing i t s e i r 
in SPONTANEOUS a c t i o n on the p a r t of WHOLE camps! 

Thus, on Nov. 7, 1934, 250 C.C.C._ workers (an e n t i r e camp) be ing 
sen t South from t h e i r Maine camp "to V i r g i n i a and Maryland camps, r e -
b e l l e d a g a i n s t t h i s a r b i t r a r y , wholesale t r a n s f e r . They rose in a 
mass, badly beat up t h e i r o f f i c e r s and then locked them in baggage 
c a r s ! The government then promptly showed t h a t a c t i o n on the Pa|"^ 
of workers, however s l i g h t , in t h i s pe r iod of the Permanent C r i s i s , 
t h e d e c l i n e of c a p i t a l i s m , w i l l no t be t o l e r a t e d and wi l l meet with 
the same r ecep t ion as the a c t i o n of c l a s s - c o n s c i o u s workers In open 
r e v o l t ! In t h i s p a r t i c u l a r case , 150 policemen were c a l l e d to the 

'yards and savagely bea t up the boys. Had the p o l i c e f a i l e d , the 
government s tood ready to c a l l upon r egu la r t r o o p s . 

This i s even more s t r i k i n g l y shown two months l a t e r ( 1 - 8 - ' 3 5 ) when 
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the e n t l r e camp a t South Mountain Rese rva t ion , Orange, N . J . ga thered 
b e f o r e the camp commandant, Capta in Tobin, and served n o t i c e through 
a commi t t ee - tha t t h e r e would be no work u n l e s s t h e 11 o ' c l o c k bed 
t ime r e g u l a t i o n was ab roga ted . His rep ly was t o o r d e r the men back 
to work under p e n a l t y of d i s c h a r g e ; 75 complied, the o t h e r 125 men 
r e t u r n e d ' t o t h e i r ba r r acks , r e f u s i n g to work. The good Captain c a l l e 
upon park p o l i c e to escor t the "mut ineers" from the r e s e r v a t i o n . Al-
though t h e boys went p e a c e f u l l y , they were t h r e a t e n e d with t e a r - g a s 
and c lubb ings from the p o l i c e . Near Orange, N . J . the 125 workers he l 
a demonst ra t ion and appoin ted a g r ievance committee. To newspaper me 
t h i s committee r epea led t h a t b e s i d e s d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n wi-th t h e 11 o ' 
clock r u l e , t h e commissioned o f f i c e r s p r a c t i c e d d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , and 
t h a t t h e r e was a r e f u s a l on the p a r t of t h e o f f i c e r s to a r b i t r a t e ( ! 
m i s t r e a t m e n t . Ev iden t ly , t h e boys s t i l l took s e r i o u s l y t h e camp .*'• 
school t e ach ings on the g l o r i o u s " r i g h t s " c o n f e r r e d on the workers 
fcfy t h e New Deal. They were qu ick ly d i s i l l u s i o n e d by t h e i r own t e a c h -
e r s . Captain T.obih and s e v e r a l high ranking o f f i c e r s from t h e army 
appeared b e f o r e t h e meet ing near Orange, made s t i r r i n g speeches about 
"duty to t h e i r government ," e t c . e t c . , and f i n a l l y o rdered t h e boys 
back to camp, r e f u s i n g to meet with t h e committee. Hemmed in by p o l -
i cy , t h r e a t e n e d with m i l i t a r y law, the boys f i n a l l y gave in and r e -
tu rned to camp. Capt .Tobin immediately i s s u e d a r e p o r t to t h e papers 
s t a t i n g : " t h r ee o r f o u r communist a g i t a t o r s had i n s p i r e d the you ths , 
.the s i t u a t i o n i s now under c o n t r o l " . To give t h e l i e to h i s own words, 
he immediately "d i shonorab ly" d i scharged the 1£ members of t h e g r i e -
vance cojpitflttee. A r e g u l a r C a t h o l i c I n q u i s i t i o n was then i n s t i t u t e d 
and 28 more "he-re t lcs" were uncovered and d i scha rged t h a t evening and 
t h e Fol lowing day. To show h i s contempt f o r the boys, the Captain 

..moved up the bed t ime to 10 o ' c l o c k . To a complaint about food , he 
r e p l i e d , "The food i s the b e s t - t o be had . I never had anyth ing as 
good in the army". Evident ly he d o e s n ' t read the newspapers , f o r only 
t h r e e months b e f o r e , the New York Times ( 8 - 2 1 - ' 3 4 ) c a r r i e d an Item 
r e v e a l i n g t h a t 30 C.C.C. members and a C a p t a i n ' s wi fe and daughter 
had been s t r i c k e n with p tomaine p polson a t Lewes, Del . * ^ ^ 
Major Morse, who investigated the affair for the government, in his 
report revealed the same "impartiality and thoroness" that character-
izes ALL "New Deal" investigations involving workers. Quoting: "We 
are not vindictive, we regard the C.C.C. camps as school, not work 

\camps. It is our desire to have you (the members of the camp) return 
'to your homes better citizens". What touching sincerity! 

'Of great importance to workers in general is the f 1 rst appearance in 
this affair of the COMMITTEE of ACTION in embryo. True, it failed in 
this particular Instance; but the fact remains that the C.C.C. workers 
have discovered that their problems are mass problems, and only as 
groups , as members of the working class, can their problems be sol-
ved. And the form of organization most natural and best suited for 
this purpose is that which takes tlx* form of the Committee of Action, 
the only form that cannot be smashed as long, as there are workers a-
livel The only form that can understand their local problem and 
solve it in conscious action! 

Our conclusion (which is almost superfluous) Is that as the crisis 
deepens and the capitalist class forcEs more and more of the burden 
of the depression onto the shoulders of the working class, the C.C.C., 
an integral part of that class, will likewise suffer. Just as the 
workers will organize in committees of action to gain food,clothing 
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and s h e l t e r , so t h e C.C.C. w i l l o rgan ize in s i m i l a r groups to com-
bat t h e e v e r - t i g h t e n l n g bonds of d i s c i p l i n e , the a t t emp t s on the 
p a r t of an evermore d e s p e r a t e o a p i t a l l s t c l a s s to f o r c e them to 
shoot down t h e i r own r e l a t i v e s f i g h t i n g to l i v e . And in t h i s s t r u g -
gle which MUST cu lmina te In the d e s t r u c t i o n of c a p i t a l i s t soc i e ty , 
the C.C.C. w i l l de s t roy the n e c e s s i t y f o r I t s own e x i s t e n c e . With 
the i n c e p t i o n and development of a CLASSLESS society1 , t h e members 
of the C.C.C. w i l l t a k e t h e i r r i g h t f u l p l ace s In the ranks of FREE 
and EQUAL PRODUCERS. 

THE SCUM OF HUMANITY. 

Anyone u n f a m i l i a r with p o l i t i c s whe s t r e l l s i n t o a workers ' meeting 
( l e a v i n g out of c o n s i d e r a t i o n the g a t h e r i n g * of t h e unemployed) i s 
s u r p r i s e d by the f a c t t h a t the l a r g e r p a r t of those p r e s e n t i s not 
to be numbered among the most impoverished s t ra tum of the p r o l e t a r -

i a t . The bes t o rgan ized workers a r e , of cour se , t hose who belong to 
t h e s o - c a l l e d l abo r a r i s t o c r a c y , which t akes a s o c i a l p o s i t i o n be-
tween t h e middle c l a s s and the genuine p r o l e t a r i a t . These t r a d e -
u n i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s espouse the d i r e c t v i t a l i n t e r e s t s of t h e i r 
members, b r i n g i n g to them immediate advan tages ; and ye t they a re 
n e i t h e r ab le nor do they a t tempt to p o l l t l o i s e t h e i r adhe ren t s In 
t h e s o c i a l i s t i c s e n s e . The r a d i c a l l a b o r movement, on the o t h e r hand, 
can p rov ide i t s adhe ren t s only with i d e o l o g i c a l s a t i s f a c t i o n ; i t 
o f f e r s them no d i r e c t m a t e r i a l advan tages . And t h i s i s p r e c i s e l y 
why i t , i s i ncapab le of embracing the t r u l y Impoverished p a r t of the 
p r o l e t a r i a t . This p a r t , by reason of i t s very misery, i s compelled 
to concern i t s e l f only with i t s p r e s s i n g and d i r e c t I n t e r e s t s If i t 
i s not to abandon l i f e a l t o g e t h e r . For t h i s reason- the p o l i t i c a l 
r a d i c a l l abo r movement hovers between t h e two poles of t h e working 
p o p u l a t i o n , namely, t h e ' l a b o r a r i s t o c r a c y and t h e Lumpenpro le t a r i a t , 
and i s c a r r i e d on by t h o s e elements which, though without I l l u s i o n s 
on t h e po in t t h a t wi th in t h e p r e s e n t s o c i e t y genuine p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
of advance a r e b a r r e d to them, n e v e r t h e l e s s s t i l l ma in ta in a s t a n -
dard of l i v i n g which pe rmi t s them to devote money, t ime and energy 
to endeavors the f r u i t of which, in t h e form of r e a l m a t e r i a l advan-
t ages f o r themselves , i s d e f e r r e d to some unce r t a in f u t u r e . They s e t 
themselves In o p p o s i t i o n to the e x i s t i n g s o c i e t y from a r e c o g n i t i o n 
of the f a c t t h a t I t has to be ehanged and because, in s p i t e of t h i s 
p o s i t i o n , i t i s p b s s i b l e f o r them to l i v e In I t . 

The a c t i v i t y of t h e r a d i c a l labor movement in t imes which a re not 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y i s mainly d i r e c t e d to t r a n s f o r m i n g the p r e v a i l i n g 
i deo logy . Ag i t a t i on and propaganda demand m a t e r i a l s a c r i f i c e s ; they 
b r i n g no m a t e r i a l advan tages . The members of t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
have t ime a v a i l a b l e ; they wait f o r the masses to become r e v o l u t i o n -
ized, even though they seek, meanwhile, to ha s t en the day of t h e 
o v e r t u r n ; they educa te , d i s c u s s , p h i l o s o p h i z e . Those elements of 
the working c l a s s which f l o c k to t h e i r s t andard but which, becauee 
of t h e i r c i r cums tances , a re not in a p o s i t i o n to wai t , a r e c o n t i n u -
a l l y r e p e l l e d by t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The f l u c t u a t i o n In membership 
wi th in t h e r a d i c a l movement i s not e x c l u s i v e l y the r e s u l t of a f a l s e 
po l i cy or of the lack of t a c t d i sp l ayed by t h e bureaucracy to members 
not y e t s e t t l e d in t h e i r ideo logy; i t i s a l s o the r e s u l t of the i n -
c r e a s i n g l y imperious compulsion, f o r a growing s t ra tum of the im-
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pover iahed workers, "to " r e s t 
movement from w h i c h t h e y expected h e l p gives J b u t h l n _ 
something t c k e e p / h e m s e l v e s 0 0 ^ P i ^ e f o r e x i s t e n c e - - a s t r u g g l e 
de r s them, in t h e i r ^ d i v i d u a l , s ? f m e _ c o n 3 U r n i n g and nerve-wracking 
which becomes ever no re di f * i u , deeper the i n d i v i d u a l bt 
t - e n.o-e t.»e impover ish™nt ap:reads a propaganda they have «sr«s 
wor tn le t '8" . 

tho n n l i t i c a l l a b o r movement go 
This i f a l so one of the r e a 8®JJ" ^ l 8 l a f u n c t i o n s b e t t e r in boon, 
to p i ece s in pe r iods of econ . t h 0 l abor movement on the 
t imes . And accord ing ly , a Urgis PJ h 0 8 t i l e p o s i t i o n to the idea 
b a s i s of i t s "exper iences has taken a n n t i j ; a l w i t h t h e i r r e v o -
t h a t ihe impoverishment of the masse f } s v e r i s h m e n t , the 
l u t i o n i z i n g . To t h o s e who hold to t h e ar proof 
e x i s t e n c e of the Lurapenprole tar ia t ii a«SSh2?ic r a t h e r than revolu-
t h a t p a u p e r i z a t i o n ***** J;he 7on t j r a t h e r than se rves the i n t e r -
t i o n a r y , s e t r them in n { P ° ^ " ° n

t h ' r u l i n g c l a s s f r e q u e n t l y engages 
ea t s o f , t h e p r o l e t a r i a t , , s i n c e the r u i i g c l e s s And eo t h e 
t h e Lumpenpro le ta r i a t to 3 ®j7 e

 t
n 2 f i a i to imp-ovo t h e economic • 

la bo r Movemni.t . a t about " » . « ™ ' ' K IVthat way 
p o s i t i o n 01 the workers, c o n ® | ; d ^ « be r a i s e d . As a ma t t e r of f a c t , 
p ro l s t iu r i an s e l f " c ° n ^ c l ° u ® n ® t u - • s o c i e t y the improvement in the 

5 S l , # S " t h S ? c o n a c l ° u s n e 3 s | « . ! " * 

S O T ' S t r , " . iUfproIatkr lL standard or"' Uvin; 
r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g >#ea j u s t as much a f a i l . b t h U nfo r tu^ 
of impoverishment. This d i f : f i c t t l t y was ^ o v e ^ b y a t t i t u d e of 
n a t e and ra^aningless exp lana t ion t h e r e a c t i o n a r y l eade r sh ip , 
the orr.aniz^d workers was the r e s u l t of t h e r e a c * t and 
s i n c e the c o n t r a d i c t i o n SeSeaSary wSs Recognized as i n -
at the sims t ime h o l d i n g i t to be ne ® J t h e m a 3 3 e s cannot be 

3ame « » ^ * 
made dome promises . 

The conv i c t i on , based on a a u P e r " ° ^ J \ 0 V i V f r a t h e r than° r e v o l u t i o n -
impoveri shment makes the masses r e a r [ J t QS t h e l i v i n g man i fes -
ary , and abhorrence of t h e L u m p e n p r o l e t a r i a t ^ a s ^ e ^ p r Q p e r t y 
t a t i o n of t h i s " t r u t h " , remained - o r ®, c o n t i n u a l l y brought up 
of the p o l i t i c a l l abo r » " a e n t and i s o f e x p l a i n i n g the 
in p o l i t i c a l arguments when t h e q u e s t i o n p r o l e t a r i a t , 
a: d r e c r u i t o d by the r u l i n g ^ J ^ ^ u d t h e r e l a t i v e l y un-
j u s t a . the d e f e c t i v e degree of o r g a n i z a t i o n a p p a r e n t l y to 
developed c l a s s - c o n s c i o u s n e s s a l s o does the r o l e played 
r e f u t e the theory of impoverishment, so a l e d o e a ^ "scum of 
in s o c i e t y by the Lumper.prol.atari;at. < ^ ^ b J u r g e o l s l e and a t the 
humani ty- which, i n ™ e

f ^ r a n k s . The elements 
ord<sr cf monopoxy c a p i t a l , f i l l s ™* i t a n l f f r o m working c l a s s 
ci ro les ' 1 expect* a n d ^ b t a l n advantages which a t any r a t e a re immediate, 
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however s l i g h t they may be . Those elements a t t a c h themselves to no 
movement from i d e o l o g i c a l mot ives ; t h e s e a r e q u i t e beyond t h e i r 
power to p o s s e s s . The f a c t t h a t t he se advantages a r e of a merely 
temporary n a t u r e can/jot d i s t u r b t hese e lements , which of course a re 
c o n s t a n t l y in a s t a t e of l i v i n g "from hand to mouth". To reproach 
them with c l a s s b e t r a y a l i s merely to a t t r i b u t e to them the p o s s i -
b i l i t y of a consc ience and of a s e t of c o n v i c t i o n s , - - a luxury which, 
however, t h e i r de t e rmina t e mode of l i f e p r e c l u d e s . They ac t on the 
s t r e n g t h of t h e i r most proximate i n t e r e s t s , as, f o r t h a t m a t t e r , the 
mass of workers in genera l l a t e r accep t s t h e f a s c i s t movement, pas-
s i v e l y o r a c t i v e l y , in o r d e r not to i n j u r e themselves . As to who 
f i r s t and who l a t e r goes over to the c l a s s enemy, t h a t depends cn 
t h e degree oi impoverishment . Apart from t h i s f a c t o r , the i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n s of s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s in almost a l l c o u n t r i e s have proved tvhat 
the d e c l i n e in r e v o l u t i o n a r y t endenc i e s i s bound up with t h e impov-
erishment of the masses. T h e i r conc lus ions a r e based e x c l u s i v e l y , 
however, on the l a s t few y e a r s and hence can do no more than i n d i -
c a t e t h a t impoverishment i s at f 1 r s t bound up with the r e g r e s s i o n 
in r e v o l u t i o n a r y t e n d e n c i e s . 

I I . 

The concept of Lumpenpro le ta r ia t i s by no means s t r i c t l y d e l i m i t e d . 
Thus t h e communist groups to the l e f t of t h e o f f i c i a l pa r l i amen ta ry 
and t r a d e - u n i o n i s t l abo r movement have given such broad bounds to 
t h e concept t h a t "Lumpenpro le ta r i a t " , become a terra of abuse, i s 
made to cover a l l t h o s e elements which, in v i r t u e of t h e i r c l a s s 
s i t u a t i o n , would n a t u r a l l y be counted among the p r o l e t a r i a t but 
which perform some s e r v i c e o r o t h e r f o r the r u l i n g c l a s s . In t h i s 
concept ion t h e lumpenpro le t a r i an element i s made up not so much of 
the "scum of humanity" as of the s o - c a l l e d f l ower or top , i . e . of 
the govern ing bureaucracy of the l abo r movement. Ih t h i s ex tens ion 
of the n o t i o n i s mi r ro red the ha t r ed d i r e c t e d a t s e l l - o u t s ; t h e r e 
18 consc ious ly l e f t out of c o n s i d e r a t i o n the f a c t t h a t t h e b e t r a y a l 
i s more t h e product of the whole h i s t o r i c a l development than of the 
i n d i v i d u a l s e l f - i n t e r e s t of co r rup t ed l e a d e r s . 

Almost t h e whole of the l abo r movement i n c l u d e s under t h e term 
Lumpenpro le t a r i a t , t h e many p i l l a r s of p r e s e n t s o c i e t y who a r e thrown 
i n t o the s t r u g g l e d i r e c t l y in o p p o s i t i o n to the workers, as, f o r ex-
ample, t h e p o l i c e , provocaiteurs, s p i e s , s t r i k e b r e a k e r s , ^ t c . To the 
r e f o r m i s t " l abo r movement" s t r i v i n g f o r power within the e x i s t i n g 
s o c i e t y , however, t h e s e elements f o r t h w i t h l o s e t h e i r lumpenprole-
t a r i a n c h a r a c t e r as soon as the r e f o r m i s t bureaucracy I s given a 
sha re in t h e government. The policemen then become the " b r o t h e r s in 
uniform", the s p i e s t u rn i n t o worthy c i t i z e n s who p r o t e c t t h e coun-
t r y from t h r e a t e n i n g anarchy, and the s t r i k e b r e a k e r s become the 
" t e c h n i c a l emergency workers . " A change of government s u f f i c e s to 
t a k e away from t h e s e elements the s t igma of "Lumpenpro le t a r i a t " . 

The wounds of the e x i s t i n g or of any o t h e r a n t a g o n i s t i c s o c i e t y can-
no t , however, be p rope r ly embraced in the concept of Lumpenproletar-
i a t , s i n c e they a re q u i t e necessa ry to t h e s o c i a l p r a c t i c e . This i s 
not q u i t e t r u e of the s t r i k e b r e a k e r s ; but even they a r e l o g i c a l l y 
to be excluded, s i n c e , to use an expres s ion of Jack London's , "with 
r a r e excep t ions , a l l people in t h e world a r e s c a b s . " As a mat te r of 
f a c t , t h e scab can be reproached only from t h e s t a n d p o i n t of a 
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s o c i a l o r d e r not y e t in e x i s t e n o e . Today they ac t in complete accord 
with t h e s o c i a l praot i fco, which, however much i t has s o c i a l i z e d pro-
duc t ion , n e v e r t h e l e s s pe rmi t s no o t h e r r u l e of conduct than p r i v a t e 
i n t e r e s t . The scab has not y e t r e a l i z e d , nor s u f f i c i e n t l y exper ience 
in p r a c t i c e , t h a t i t i s p r e c i s e l y h i s i n d i v i d u a l n e c e s s i t i e s which 
impose upon him c o l l e c t i v e a c t i o n . He i s not y e t s u f f i c i e n t l y d i s -
i l l u s i o n e d by the f r u i t l e s s n e s s of the e f f o r t s d i r e c t e d to making 
h i s way on the bas i s of the e x i s t i n g s o c i e t y . He hopes to a s su re 
himself advantages from a b e t t e r f i t t i n g in to the p r a c t i c e of soc ie t 
and i t i s only through the no th ihgness of h i s endeavors t h a t he can 
bo convinced t h a t in r e a l i t y he s tands e s t r anged from t h a t s o c i e t y , 
however much he has s t r i v e n to do j u s t i c e to i t . However much t h e 
workers a re fo rced to oppose the scabs , t h e s e l a t t e r cannot be de-
noted as Lumpenpro le ta r ians . 

Since the c a p i t a l i s t i c r e l a t i o n s of p roduc t ion se rve to advance the 
gene ra l human development dur ing a c e r t a i n h i s t o r i c a l pe r iod , t h e s e 
work ing-c l a s s " p i l l a r s of s o c i e t y " , however p a r a s i t i c a l and h o s t i l e 
•they may be to the workers, must n e v e r t h e l e s s themselves be recog^ 
n i z e d as p roduc t ive e lements . If t u e p roduc t ive c a p a c i t y of 3oc ie ty 
was dr iven forward a t a d i zzy ing tempo by t h e market and compe t i t i ve 
r e l a t i o n s h i p , then the means f o r the s a f e - g u a r d i n g and promotion of 
t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p must l i kewise be unders tood as p roduc t ive ones.The 
means can be p roper ly opposed only by one who s tands opposed to the 
s o c i e t y i t s e l f . The f u n c t i o n of both groups of the p r o l e t a r i a t , the 
d i r e c t l y p roduc t ive as well as the i n d i r e c t l y p roduc t ive , which as -
su re s the s a f e t y of s o c i e t y , a re d i f f e r e n t only in manner; in p r i n -
c i p l e , they se rve the same purposes - . The over throw of e x i s t i n g so-
c i e t y would show at once t h a t t h e concept of Lumpenproletar ian i s 
a p p l i c a b l e only to t h o s e o u t c a s t s of s o c i e t y who a re taken over by 
the new s o c i e t y as the successo r of t h e o l d ; t h e s h i f t l e s s and 
c r i m i n a l elements which, though a product of p r e s e n t s o c i e t y and 
c o n s t a n t l y denied and f r e q u e n t l y employed by i t , must a l s o . b e com-
b a t t e d by the new s o c i e t y . These a re n o t h i n g o t h e r than what i s r e -
garded as the scum of humanity: the beggars , tramp3, boo t l egge r s , 
p r o s t i t u t e s , pimps, f l o a t e r ^ , drunkards, t h i e v e s , swind le r s , e t c . 

I l l 

At the time when unemployment could still be denied as a regular 
social oondition, since the temporary booms concealed the fact that 
it is inseparably bound up with the present system, a large part of 
bourgeois criminology came to regard all criminal activities and 
propensities within the lower strata of the population as having 
their roots primarily in shiftlessness. This attitude was nourished 
even in working-clas3 circles, and the organized worker with a fair-
ly regular income looked with no slight contempt upon the shiftiest 
canaille of the large cities and highways. The source of this shift-
lessnese, in cases where the word could really serve as an explana-
tion, was quite a matter of unconcern to the judges. The socialist , 
movement, to be sure, made existing society responsible for it; and/ 
yet wnerever the socialists had occasion practically to combat the 
tendency, they also merely reached for the bourgeois criminal code. 

Impoverishment, Lumpenproletariat, criminality are not a result of 
the capitalist crisis; that crisis can only explain the great in-
crease in their manifestations. Unemployment accompanies the whole 
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development of capitalism; it is necessary to the present system of 
production in order to keep wages and working conditions at the low 
level corresponding to the demands of a profitable economy. Even 
though unemployment alone* does not explain capital's mastery over 
the workers, it yet explains the greater success of that mastery. 
Apart from the providential effect of the Industrial reserve array 
upon the rate of profit attained by the various enterprises, the 
very existence of that army has its basis in the economic laws which 
determine the movements of capitalist society. The tendency of capi-
tal accumulation, producing superfluous capital on the one hand and 
excess population on the o_&h.ar, has become a very painful reality 
which is no longer deniable. So1" it comes to be admitted, however re-
luctantly, that unemployment can never more be entirely eliminated, 
and efforts are devoted less to setting it aside than to lessenihg 
the dangers which it involves for society. Hence also the vigorous 
discussions concerning reform of the penal system, discussions whic 
only mirror the changes occuring^bn the labor market. Thus even H.L. 
Menken, in a recent number of Liberty,raised the demand for Chinese 
practices in the American penal system: the unrestricted physical 
destruction of criminals with or without proof of guilt, that is, a 
form of Justice such as is-common in countries with chronic over-
population. In Germany there is talk of introducing the corporeal 
punishments in vogue during the Middle Ages, since the prisons have 
ceased to be means of frightening, and the gratuitous l«.bor power 
of the prisoners can no longer be used. The increased misery re-
sulting from the permanent crisis and large-scale unemployment 
diminishes the fear of punishment, since life in jail is not much 
worse than existence on the outside. The criminal elements are mul-
tiplying; a fact which compels to the further brutalization of pun-
ishment and hence to the ̂ impossibility of reforming the inmates. 
"When we get down to the poorest and most oppressed of our popula-
tion, " says Bernard Shaw, "we- find the condition of their life so 
wretched that it would be impossible to conduct a prison humanely 
without making the lot of the criminal more eligible than that of 
many free citizens. If the prison does not underbid the slum in 
human misery, the slum will empty and the prison will fill." So that 
legal punishment is not only barbarous and compelled to ever greater 
barbarism, but its institutions become hothouses of criminality,--
as proved by statistics, which show that the majority of those pre-
viously convicted repeatedly find their way back into the Jails. 

Yet this animalization of human beings, a phenomenon bound up with 
the development of capitalist society and which finds itB most pro-
nounced expression in the growth of the Lumpenproletariat, arises 
not only from the unemployment and the mass impoverishment by which 
it is accompanied." The accumulation of wealth at the one pole is not 
only, to use an expression of Marx's, the accumulation of misery,but 
also of drudgery, slavery, ignorance, brutalization and moral degre- -
tion at the other pole. Under capitalistic working conditions libor 
becomes forced labor pure and simple, however "free" the workers ma}' 
be in other respects. Even outside the labor process, the worker doer 
no't belong to himself; he merely recuperates his labor power for the 

j next day. He lives in freedom merely in order to remain in conditio^ 
! to perform forced labor. The worker becomes completely dehumanized; 
he has no voluntary relations of any sort to his work. He himself is 

\ only a thing, an appendage of the productive mechanism. To expect 
1 these workers, under such conditions, to take pleasure in their work 
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is out of the question. They have to endeavor to get away from it ir 
order to assert themselves as human beings. Such a state, of things 
must, in the long run, animalize them. 

With external power, with force and compulsion alone, it is imposs-
ible to dispose of the Lumpenproletariit or to bring about a diminu-
ation in criminality. The question is one of maintaining or creating 
in human beings the psychial readiness to take their place in so 
and its definite mode of life; and this becomes, increasingly impos-
sible. The lack of social conscience and of social adaptability on 
the part of .criminals is susceptible of other explanations in addi-
tion to that of "shiftlessness". Of course there are a great number 
of lopsided theories by which mental and bodily defects are advancea 
as the essential reasons for the criminal actions of human beings.lt 
is undeniable that biological psychological factors must be taken in 
to consideration if criminal propensities are to be really understoo-
It nevertheless remains obvious that the theory which has the most tc 
offer by way of enlightenment on this subject is the economico-
social-political one. The biological and psychological factors as-
sist in determining the conscious and unconscious actions of human 
beings, but these factors are in the fullest measure modified and in 
fact determined, as regards their quantitative and qualitative er-
fects, through the social process. The drives of individuals are suo-
ject both to the socio-economic situation and also to that of the 
class to which they belong. In a society which grants the highest 
measure of recognition to the rich and propertied, the narcistic im-
pulses, for example (as has been shown by the social psychologist 
Erich Fromm), must lead to an enormous intensification of the desire 
for possession. And if, on the basis of society, those propensities 
cannot be satisfied along "normal" paths, they must seek their ful-
fillment in criminality. Even if criminality is traced back to bodily 
or spiritual defects, yet these defects in their turfVtCan only oe 
fully understood in connection with society and the class situation 
obtainirfg in it. Those crimes, the majority of which are directed a-
gadnst the laws of property, can be understood only from a considera-
tion of the whole social process; and even the others are partially 
determined.if not directly, yet indirectly by the social and politi-
cal situation. Hence also they.can be changed or set aside only tnru 
changing the society in which they occur. 

There is no better concrete proof of the importance of the economic 
factor for explaining crime than the fact that it greatly increases 
in times of economic crisis. As a consequence of depressions, the 
mentally and corporeally weakest of the poor are hurled onto the 
road of criminality; frequently, in fact, no other possibility is 
left open to them. How clearly the socio-political factor is here 
revealed as the essential one when we consider the fact, for example, 
that the sexual transgressions of children in families of the unem-
ployed are much more numerous than in families whose eaonomic life 
is orderly. How can any one attempt, to explain the decline of the 
family--in present society another factor in the increase of cimin-
ality--on a biological and psychological basis? How the fact of the 
rapid increase in prostitution during the crisis? Investigations re-
garding the influence of the milieu on criminality in the United 
States revealed that the greater percentage of convicts came 
the city slums and from families which lived from hand to mouth.The 
majority of crimes are those committed against property, the inves-
tigations further revealed, and the majority of criminals are of 

- 14 -

Council Correspondence. 

"normal i n t e l l i g e n c e " . The y o u t h f u l tramps, who today a re roaming 
p l a n l e s s and g o a l l e s s through t h e StateB and p o p u l a t i n g t h e highways 
a r e in t h e bes t p o s s i b l e p o s i t i o n f o r s l i p p i n g f o r e v e r i n t o the Lum-
p e n p r o l e t a r i a t . Mo o p p o r t u n i t i e s knock tc them; they a r e embi t te red , 
and. r e so lved to p rov ide themselves with more of the f u l l n e s s of l i r e 
by a l l the ways, i . e . the c r imina l ways, which s t i l l remain open to 
them. "We wi 11 get ours , " they a s su re themselves ; and t h e i r heroes 
a r e not the r e s p e c t a b l e heroes of p r e s e n t s o c i e t y , but t h e D i l l i n g e r 
While Jack London could once c h a r a c t e r i z e the tramp, as^a discourage 
worker, most of t h e s e youngs te r s have never ye t worked a t a l l . They 
a re d i scouraged b e f o r e having begun; and the longer they remain with 
cu t a job, the more they llose t h e c a p a c i t y ever to f i t themselves in 
to the s o c i a l rhythm of l i f e . 

" I t i s b e t t e r f o r s o c i e t y " , as William P e t t y a l ready r e a l i z e d , "to 
burn the work of a thousand people than to l e t t he se thousand pedple 
l o se t h e i r working capac i ty through i d l e n e s s . " But i t i s not only 
from the s t a n d p o i n t of p r o f i t , but a l so from t h a t of s o c i a l s e c u r i t y , 
t h a t t h e p r e s e n t system b i t e s i n t o i t s own f l e s h when I t robs the 
workers , even though a g a i n s t i t s w i l l , of the p o s s i b i l i t y of keeping 
themselves occap ied . I t , i s only through the s a l e of t h e i r l abor power 
t h a t t h e workers can remain a l i v e as workers . Thei r whole l i f e de-
pends on t h e f i c k l e movements of t h e l a b o r market . To get away from 
t h e compulsion and chance of t h e market i s p o s s i b l e only in case 
they evade the workers l o t i t s e l f . To him who f a l l s to make the leap 
i n t o the middle c l a s s - - a p o s s i b i l i t y which was always very excep t ion-
a l , and which today i s a l r eady p r e c l u d e d - - t h e only remaining way out 
i s i n t o t h e Lurapenpro le ta r i a t . This "way out '" i s sought v&lun ta r i l} 
only in excep t i ona l cases , but f o r an ever growing element of the 
unemployed i t becomes unavoidab le . Since i t i s q u i t e as muoh out of 
the ques t i on , even i f dea i red , to accord to the unemployed l i v i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s b e f i t t i n g human beings as i t i s to do the same f o r the 
c r i m i n a l s , s i n c e o the rwi se the compulsion to l abor would l o s e some 
of i t s sha rpness and t h e workers ' power of r e s i s t a n c e in the wage 
s t r u g g l e would be i n c r e a s e d , so a l so to the workers on r e l i e f t h e r e 
remains no o t h e r r ecourse than to i n c r e a s e t h e i r extremely l i m i t e d 
means of l i v e l i h o o d by way of c r ime. Yet even in c o u n t r i e s with un-
employed r e l i e f , a l a r g e r or smal l e r pe rcen tage of t h e workers s t i l l 
remains excluded from i t s enjoyment, and t h i s p o r t i o n cannot save 
themselves , even assuming the g r e a t e s t moderation on t h e i r p a r t , from 
s i n k i n g down i n t o t h e Lumpenpro le t a r i a t e . 

Anyone who has been debar red from the l abo r process f o r some time 
l o s e s a l so the c a p a c i t y and the p o s s i b i l i t y of ever working aga in . 
Cons ider , f o r example, one who has been unoccupied t h r e e or f o u r 
y e a r s ; i t becomes unspeakably d i f f i c u l t f o r him not merely psycho-
l o g i c a l l y and c o r p o r e a l l y to t ake h i s p l ace once more in i n d u s t r i a l 
l i f e , but has become imposs ib le f o r him In many occupa t ions merely 
by reason of the r a p i d l y p r o g r e s s i n g r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n ; he i s unable 
to .neet the i nc reased demands as performance r e g a r d s . For t h i s reason 
employers almost u n i v e r s a l l y r e f u s e to t ake back workers who have 
undergone yea r s of unemployment. Toward such workers they have a very 
s k e p t i c a l a t t i t u d e , which i s f u r t h e r s t r eng thened by t h e poor and 
d i l a p i d a t e d ou t e r appearance of the a p p l i c a n t s . Once a r r i v e d a t a 
c e r t a i n s tage of impoverishment, t h e r e i s no f u r t h e r r e t u r n in to the 
o rd ina ry da i ly g r i n d . There then remains no th ing f u r t h e r than the 
poor nourishment won by begging and the slow d e t e r i o r a t i o n in the 
s t r e e t s of the l a rge c i t i e s . There i s only the wheedled gin to en-
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ab le one to f o r g e t t h e s e n s e l e s s n e s s of h i s own e x i s t e n c e ; o r the 
leap i n t o the ranks of the underworld, which unavoidably leads to 
p r i son and v i o l e n t dea th . 

IV 

If the impoverishment taking place among the masses in the course of 
the capitalist development were a uniform one, and if the entire wor-r 
king class were affected by it in a uniform manner, then it would be 
identical with the revolutionizing of those masses. The numbers «f 
the "Lumpenpro 1 etariat" would be so great that the lumpenproletarian 
existence would be precluded. The "lumpenproletarian" activity of the 
individual would in this case be capable of expressing itself in no 
other way than collectively. The individual parasitic existence, or 
the individual expropriation, would do away with itself, since spong-
ing or stealing can never be engaged in by a majority without at the 
same time completely overturning the basis ef society, in the fact 
that the Lumpenproletariat is possible only as a minority lies also 
its tragic character. As a result of this minority situation there 
remains to it, in fact, no other than the sponging or criminal, form 
of activity. In countries at war, for.example, where increasing scar-
city of food, in spite of the diversity of incomes, produces a rather 
uniform standard of living among the great masses of the population, 
a revolutionary situation is more likely to result than in times and 
situations in which the impoverishment takes place by stages and with 
leaplike impetuoiity. Insofar as the Lumpenproletariat arises not only 
indirectly but also directly from the existing relations, the predom-
inance in the matter of impoverishment must be awarded to the blind 
law by which it is brought about. The Lumpenproletariat had to take 
form because the impoverishment first arose simultaneously with the 
expansion of the economic system and because, with the close of this 
expansion, it is itself still condemned to remain for a long while a 
minority, even though an increasing one. Because society grows up too 
quickly and declines too slowly, a part of the working population is 
exposed to a measure of impoverishment to which it can respond in no 
other than the lumpenproletarian way, and to which it must therefore 
submit. These first "victims" of a slow process of social overturn 
which does not forthwith affect the individual cannot become a re-
volutionary, but only a negative force. Instead of revolutionary 
solutions, there remain to them only the individual and necessarily 
anti-social ones. So the Lumpenproletariat can free itself from its 
situation only through its growth, just as thiis growth is at the 
same time an index of the revolutionizing process going on throughout 
society. The liampenproletarian basis of existence must become the 
level of life of such a great portion of humanity that there is nd 
possibility for the individual to maintain any sort of life, even 
among the Lumpenproletariat. 

As we have already said, 'superficial appearances seem to belie the 
claims of the theory of impoverishment. If one considers only the 
psychological attitude of the unemployed, not to speak of that of 
the Lumpenproletariat, one is horrified (unless he deceives himself, 
as i* often regarded proper for agitational purposes) at the spirit-
ual deadness of these elements. Released, to be sure, from the stupe-
fying toil, they are still less capable than before of developing a 
revolutionary consciousness. Their conversations turn on the most 
trifling matters: current events and sports. They have no real rela-
tions to their own situation. They turn away, almost with fear, from 
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t h e r ecogn i t i on of t h a t s i t u a t i o n and l t a p o l i t i c a l consequences. 

The impress ion made by impoverishment upon t h e unemployed can be 
d iv ided i n t o d e g r e e s . A small pe rcen tage i s not a t f i r s t c a s t down 
by the changed s i t u a t i o n . They have not y e t been out of work long 
enough, or a re p r o t e c t e d by savings from the rapid d e s c e n t . They 
draw in upon themselves , t r y with i n c r e a s i n g energy again and again 
tp f i n d work and s t i l l look h o p e f u l l y in to the f u t u r e from which they 
expect an improvement in t h e i r s i t u a t i o n . The i n t e n s i t y with which 
they endeavor to keep above water excludes t h i s group more or l e s s 
from p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y . More than p rev ious ly , they a r e - o b l i g e d to 
devote themselves to t h e i r nar rowest i n t e r e s t s ; they-have no p o s s i -
b i l i t y of app ly ing t h e i r energy to s e v e r a l f i e l d s s imul taneous ly .The 
g rea t mass of the unemployed, howeve r , - - t h»se who, as a ' r e s u l t of 
t h e length of t ime in which they have been unoccupied, have l e f t 
t h i s f i r s t l e v e l , - - 1 1 ves on in the most profound s t a t e of r e s i g n a -
t i o n and lack of energy. They expect no th ing more from l i f e . ; fancy 
i t s e l f a f f o r d s them no cause f o r hope. Nothing s u f f i c e s to arouse 
t h e i r i n t e r e s t ; t h e r e i s no th ing f o r which they a r e capable of en-
gaging themselves ; they have put o f f the l i v i n g f e a t u r e s of humanity; 
they v e g e t a t e and a re conscious of t h e f a c t thtyt they are slowly 
going under . From t h i s broad, gray mass i s s t i l l r e c r u i t e d a r a t h e r 
smal l pe rcen tage of the complete ly d e s p e r a t e who e i t h e r d ive down i n -
to t h e Lumpenpro le ta r i a t or In a very s h o r t t ime d i s a p p e a r from l i f e . 
Hopelessness and erabitterment h e r e border on i n s a n i t y ; the v i c t ims 
crawl o r lash about each o t h e r l i k e t e r r i f i e d an imals . As r ap id ly as 
s o c i e t y i s r e l i e v e d of them, the p laoes they vacated a re again f i l l e d 
from t h e gray mass of the res igned , who in t h e i r t u rn a r e again re -
p laced from t h e ranks of the s t i l l unbroken. 

Whatever may be s a i d a g a i n s t the theory of Impoverishment, a l l the 
counter -arguments f a l l down b e f o r e t h e impoverishment which i s now 
under way and to which no h a l t can be put wi th in t h e framework of 
p r e s e n t s o c i e t y , i f t h e theory of impoverishment i s f a l s e , then a lso 
i s the Revolut ion an i m p r o b a b i l i t y . I t i s much more probable ,however , 
t h a t the impoverishment has h i t h e r t o remained without v i s i b l e r evo lu -
t i o n a r y consequences only because i t always embraced only m i n o r i t i e s . 
A g rea t mass of t h e impoverished mustvby reason of i t s magnitude be 
conver ted i n t o a r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e . And t h i s , t h e a b o l i t i o n of the 
p r o l e t a r i a t as such, i s a t the same t ime the end of the Lumpenprole-
t a r i a t , even though i t does not thereby d i s appea r f o r t h w i t h . Only 
the s o i l of i t s development i s washed away; the lumpenpro le ta r i an 
ideology a r i s i n g as a r e s u l t of t h e lumpenpro le ta r i an mode of e x i s -
t ence w i l l s t i 11 f o r a long, while man i fe s t I t s e l f aa one of the many 
undes i red h e r i t a g e s of the p r o l e t a r i a t , u n t i l t h e new r e l a t i o n s have 
s u f f i c i e n t l y changed humanity t h a t the i d e o l o g i c a l t r a d i t i o n s a re 
s t i l l to be found only in b,ooks of h i s t o r y and no longer in the heads 
of human be ings . \ 

So one heed not s h r i n k from ho ld ing impoverishment to be a necessa ry 
p r e suppos i t i on f o r t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y ove r tu rn while a t the same time 
p r a c t i c a l l y combat t ing t h a t impoverishment. This i s n« c o n t r a d i c t i o n ; 
f o r p r e c i s e l y by reason of the f a c t t h a t one a t t emp t s wi thin the 
framework of c a p i t a l i s m to diminish impoverishment, one a c t u a l l y i n -
c r e a s e s i t . But to e n t e r f a r t h e r i n t o t h i s paradox would lead us In -
to t h e f i e l d of economics. Let us l i m i t o u r s e l v e s to the f u r t h e r 
s t a tement t h a t in the Lumpenpro le ta r ia t the workers can only see the 
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f a c e of t h e i r own f u t u r e , u n l e s s t h e i r e f f o r t s to change the e x i s t i n g 
r e l a t i o n s of p roduc t ion proceed a t a more rap id r a t e . I t i s only 
p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s narrowness which con po in t the f i n g e r of soorn a t 
the Lumpenpro le t a r l a t ; to the workers themselves , the "scum of hum-
a n i t y " i8 only the obverse s i d e of the medal which i s admired as 
c a p i t a l i s t i c c i v i l i z a t i o n . I t i s only with the s e t t i n g a s i d e of t h i s 
l a t t e r t h a t t h e end of the o t h e r i s bound-up. 

% 
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A. F. of L. And ADMINISTRATION BREAK. 

\ 
The p r e s s u r e of c l a s s I n t e r e s t s upon government i s a p t l y i l l u s t r a t e d 
by R o o s e v e l t ' s r ecen t t u rn to the r i g h t in New Deal p o l i c i e s . The 
p r e s i d e n t came i n t o o f f i c e with a r e p u t a t i o n f o r opportunism and 
v a c i l l a t i o n . An a s t u t e p o l i t i c a l eng ineer , he lacked a l l knowledge 
of fundamenta l s o c i a l and economic s c i e n c e . As a consequence, h i s 
cab ine t i s the most heterogeneous hodge-podge, running wild in con-
t r a d i c t o r y and c o n f l i c t i n g p o l i c i e s . 

The l i b e r a l s , c a p t i v a t e d by h i s r ad i an t smi le and the well-meaning 
p l a t i t u d e s he u t t e r e d , aa usua l p laced g rea t hopes in him and were, 
as usual , d i s appo in t ed in t h e end. The p r e s i d e n t never had a c l e a r 
p o l i c y . He gropes around hoping f o r "something to t u rn up", and Jus t 
because of t h i s lack of d e c i s i o n becomes a most adept execu t ive f o r 
the master c l a s s of the coun t ry . The i n f l u e n c e s of c a p i t a l a re f r e e 
to work upon him, and f i n d no r e s i s t a n c e such as would c h a r a c t e r i z e 
a man of f i r m c o n v i c t i o n s . Thus, without be ing f u l l y conscious of i t , 
i n s p i t e of humani tar ian sen t iments , he pursues a course o u t l i n e d 
f o r him by American c a p i t a l i s m with a l l the accuracy of a man f u l l y 
conscious of t h e c o u r s e . 

I t was not pe r sona l a s t u t e n e s s t h a t caused him, a t the o u t s e t of NRAf, 
to ourry favor with the A.F. of L. Finance and Manufac tur ing c a p i t a l 
were t e r r o r i z e d by t h e f e a r of i n c i p i e n t r e v o l u t i o n . They needed 
peace, i n d u s t r i a l peace, in o r d e r to f i n d t h e i r bea r ings , and N R A 
could not promise t h a t without t h e h e l p of t h e A.F. of L. Thus 
s p e c i a l inducements were he ld out to Green and h i s c o h o r t s ; and the 
A.F. of L. joyously accep t ed . I t f e l t i t s e l f a p a r t n e r in the F a s c i s t 
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of America, and would have cont inued as a p a r t n e r if 
i t had proved ab le to d e l i v e r . 

I t was In tended t h a t the A.F. of L. was to curb s t r i k e s , mainta in 
i n d u s t r i a l peace and develop u n f l i n c h i n g l o y a l t y to N R A on t h e 
p a r t of the workers ; but the A.F. of L. was unable to d e l i v e r . An 
unprecedented s t r i k e wave swept the coun t ry : Toledo, Minneapol is , 
San F ranc i sco , and t h e t e x t i l e s t r i k e were the high p o i n t s of ^n up-
h e a v a l t h a t was cont inuous to the c l o s e of 1934. Rank and f i l e r e -
b e l l i o n s in coal , s t e e l and automobile unions t h r e a t e n e d a t a l l 
t imes to add to t h e confus ion , and communist elements seemed to be 
g a i n i n g s t r e n g t h in unexpected p l a c e s . Not t h a t h r . r r i ed and b lunder -
i n g William Green d i d n ' t do h i s bes t to head o f f m i l i t a n t a c t i o n . He 
and John L. Lewis has tened to q u e l l t h e miners of Pennsylvania when 
they r e s o r t e d to s t r i k e s . He pleaded with t e a r s in h i s eyes to p re -
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vent the Amalgamated Association of Iron, Tin and Steel Workers from 
striking. His membership was kept in line In the auto plants while 
independent and wild-cat strikes threatened to upset the auto indus-
try. The San Francisco strike was repudiated by him, and the social-
istic leaders of the Textile Workers* Union called off Its strike 
before attaining its objective. 

One does not receive pay for good intentions. One must deliver; and 
Green, though his intentions were the-best, couldn't deliver. Pain-
fully he limped from place to place trying to remedy conditions 
when the damage had already been done. 

The organization work of the A.F. it L. was hampered" by. cra'ft divis-
ions. The N R A setup required vertical unions so that-the workers, 
regimented in industrial units, could be effectively handled by trhel 
leaders and delivered to their masters. One prominent NRA executive 
resigned from hia-.post because it was inconceivable to him to use a 
"craft" A.F. of L.»and Gerald Swope of the General Electric voiced 
determined opposition to organizing his workers on'a craft basis-'. 

At its 1934 convention, the A.F. of L. decided to adopt "vertical" 
unions in some industries. That this was purely an opportunist man-
euver was plain, as Charles p. Howard, president of the International 
Typographical Union, who fathered the compromise proposition on ver-
tical unions, is a bitter enemy of all progressive tendencies in the 
typographical union, which latter is one of many crafts subdividing 
the printing industry. 

But all of these efforts were belated. It had become obvious to NRA 
chieftains that the A.F. of L. , though reactionary enough, lacked 
the force to become the Fascist labor adjunct of our dying capitalism. 
So the adminstration turned from it in the automobile controversy. 
The administration decided to continue the automobile code which ad-
mits company unions arrd independent unions into the collective bar-
gaining arrangements until June 16th. This turn of events shows no 
deviation by the national adminstration from its previous policy of 
regimenting workers in units that will serve the general fascization 
of American labor. It merely represents a shift from the A.F. of L. 
aa the instrument of fascism, to the pure company union. It does not 
signify that the A.F. of L. becomes progressive. It merely means 
that the latter will act as a minor fascist agent in the labor move-
ment instead of being the main factor. 

Green and his cohorts will call no general strikes. They may bluster 
as they have done in the past, but there will be no action. The A.F. 
of L. has lo81 so much ground in the auto industry, as a result of l'fc 
temporizing policy, that it couldn't call a strike if it would. Ther:> 
is no danger that the A.F. of L. leaders will initiate in any indus-
try a strike movement that very likely would result in rank and file 
strength which would eventually overthrow the leadership. 

ooooooooooooooooooooo 
ooooooooo 

ooo 
o 
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