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LIVING MARXISM
Vol. IV. FEBRUARY 1938

Annual Subscription $1.50 Address:
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE,

P. O. Box 5343, Chicago, IIIinoi a,

This magazine consciously opposes all forms of sectarianism. The seetarian confu8ea
the interest of his group, whether it is a party or a nnion, with the interest of the clasa.
It is our purpose to discover the actual proletarian tendencies in their backward organixa_
tional and theoretical forms; to efCect a discussion of them beyond the boundaries of their
organizations and the current doginatics; to faciiitate their fusion into unüied action ; aad
th us to help them achleve real significanee.

The unsigned articles exprese the views of the publishers.

Against the Stream
~ HlS magazine shall express the critical thoughts and the
~ radical actions the workers of America will be compelled

to engage in. We know the arguments against such an
intention. We know that today there seems to be astrong ob-
jeetion if not a positive animosity against thinking and theory
as such. This objection is not limited to the rulers of our society
who are afraid of the revolutionary activity connected with cri-
tical thinking. On the part of the ruled we find the unconscious
fear that theoretical thought would reveal as erroneous and
superfluous their painfully acquired adaptation to reality.

This trend toward irrationalism-which is only the other
side of a blind admiration for meaningless facts--is the expres-
sion of our present conditions of production. The economie
development of our time emerges from a society of independent
proprietors of the means of production who were in immediate
competition with each other, to an organization of industrial and
political cliques of leaders more and more excluding all
:'peaceful" forms of competition economically and politically,
Internationally and nationally. Instead of an authority masked
by the fetishes of law and agreement, open force imposing
willing obedience increasingly characterize the social and
economic relations. Typical of this stage of society is the man
who acknowledges everything that serves the established power.
At the top is the one who is ready to strike and the one at the
bottom will be kicked when he falIs.

With the constriction of the circle of the real rulers, the
possibility of the conscious production of ideologies sets in and
the establishing of a double truth by which the knowledge is
reserved for the insiders and the ver.ion is made up for the
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people. Cynicism towards truth and thinking spreads. The in-
dividual, once over-rated and upholstered by bourgeois philoso-
phy, becomes suspect. His "freedom of thought" independenee
is ended. He is no longer supposed to think and is replaced by
the illusions of the various "organic" co11ectivisms. The rhetoric
"we" echoes only creeds fabricated by the bureaucracies
dominating economy and state. Bourgeois equaIity becomes a
negative equality before the power which does not recognize any
differentiations. The emphasized equal opportunity to develop
according to one's abilities degenerates into an equal submis~ion
in which the abilities of a11are sacrificed. The more the spotlight
of propaganda lights up the leaders above, the less can we pierce
through the uniform and ever-growing darkness engulfing those
who are "led".

In this dar k nes s the preservation and reproduetion
of society are reaIized. Here, in the process of production, the
workers experience the discrepancy between a labor which sup-
plies them with the mightiest means of controlling nature and
the renewal of an outworn social organization under new labels
which makes them more miserabie and helpiess than before.
Tbe workers experience that unemployment, economie crises,
preparatien for war, terroristic governments-a11 the present
conditions which harass the ma ss of producers-are due not to a
lack of technical possibilities, but to the socialorganization un-
der which production functions. The workers therefore perceive
daily the need for a rational solution of these contradictions.
Because of their situation in production, they feel and recognize
more than any other social group, the senselessness and empti-
ness of the official beIiefs delivered to them. The conditions un-
der which they are compelled to work imply that a meaningful
human existence cannot be built on collectivistic phrases and
empty creeds but only on an adequate and transparent relation-
ship between the producers and society. The rationaIity of this
relationship which is the task of a new social order, can alone
give meaning to their work.

But the situation of the workers in this society by no means
guarantees their conacioua graaping of these implications. On
the surface the world also appears to the proletarians just as the
propaganda apparatus paints it. Those workers who have
reached a conscious understanding of the needs of their situation
must thus be able to pose their real interests against society as a
whole, and even against the apparent ideelogies of their own
fellow workers. If they permitted these ideologies of the
masses to determine their thoughts they would themselves be-
comeslavishly dependent on the existing set-up. Their criticism
must be aggressive not only against the conscious apologists of
the monopolistic disorder but also against the iverting confor-
mistic or utopian tendencies of the rank and file.
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Our next purpose will therefore be to gain the attention of
those workers who ~re resolved to swim against the stream. We
know the stream still flows with the Lewises, Greens and the
leaders of a so-called People's Front and will merge in the grand
parade of the next war for the defence of the business interests
?f our own and ether exploiters, for the defence of all possible
Interests but the mterest of the working class. AU over thia
country a~e thou~an~s of workers, toiling on products for a war
ther despise, acti~g III .organizations in which they really don't
beh~ve or as functlOna.z:es of unions they hate. They a11see the
commg of a second edition of American "war-socialism". These
~orkers fee~ the need for a criticaI orientation about the condl-
tions of the!r c1ass. W~ want to meet their needs and in this
sense concerve the function of the magazine.

Out of the interreIationships between the rea der s and
writers of this ~agazi!le - and as many readers as possible
should aIso wnte for lt--there shouId deveIop an organization
?f workers who act consciousIy in accordance with their class
mtere~ts .. We do not presuppose any traditional fonn for thia
organization. It shouId develop its structure soIeIy according te
the. needs of the fight under the totally changing conditiona.
Neither do 'Ye I?resuppo~e a ready-made program. The unity
o! t~e organization growmg around the magazine wiII not con-
SIst m an agreement on some programatic sentences--which un-
der present transitional conditions, wouId mean only that the
doors would be cIosed, or in other words, th at another sect wouId
be created-but in the attainment of a common criticaI level
reIated to certain common forms of action.

Only a prime wiIIingness to face reality, the readiness to
see ,,!-ndto Iearn, can secure success for our purpose. This does
not imply th~t tbe essential experiences of the past movementa
have lost their value. They contain elements whose significance
su!passes their hitherto achieved results. But they must be ap-
plied .under new condi~ions. They must be deveIoped further,
practIc.ally and theoretically, under these changed conditions or
as Lenm. ren:tarks ~om~where: "The true kernel, the living soul
of Marxlsm ISthe mquiry into the real situation."

Howevsr, t~is concrete inquiry on which the emphasis of
the ~agazme will be pIaced IS possible only on the basis of
eertarn fu.ndamen~al considerations which must direct our work.
Tho ~rst rssueswüt therefore present some of these critica]
pnnclples.. They wilI be deveIoped in eenneetion with such ur-
gent questIons as the role of politics in class war modern
atte~p~ toward a reorientation of the class struggie theory,
the slg~lficance. of unemployment and the poàsibilities of
econo~Ic planmng. Wethink these articles will show how we
ConcelVethe task of the critical theory and thus the functÎOIl of"Living Mamam.".



The Future of Unemployment
UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE LAB OR MARKET

. t nemployment is a neces-® 0 ~~ lf~~e~!p~~~r~~~cs:e~ ~:thUe 'automatic' law of. ~?P-
Sp\y.and demand in re gard to labodrdPofwert'heProsvu~á~:

. d tri 1 eserve army nee e or
r:a;:e:f ~~aed~a;ri~l~s~:x;an~i~n process. tAS fa:~f uWo~pl~{;

es these purposes it IS welcome 0 cap~ .
menkte~rvhowever the 'problem' simply means mtsery.
wor, , .' articular country a

Should ~here ~ec!t i~~i !TIes~~ :0 lt that this situati~m

~:~~r::e~f b:a~tf'0:Sible :~!~~eo: f~t~f~~~got~~~~:sron: s:
~:~fr~nfo;h:b~~d~~~ ~~~'or d~~~ ~~t'e~~~lUtt~~~~i~i~hu;~e~~dU~~
the une,mpl~ye, !r;:;-?e;: ~~ to drive former peasants back. to

t~~~~~~~:lfot.inc~msist~nt wi~ ~e t~~si~:a~i:;~ ~~~y ~:::;~s~
f?r on~ job ; it IS~lmply .af a ';heP existing mobility of labor,
;:~:; ;~OI~r~~~nrac~Yths~t!t~kers are free o;s a~~dfu~er:~er::
from the simplificatio~ of m~fY lsab~~i{OcJ:Uble_faced policies,
ment of tr~nsportatIon, a ow name of Americanism, are
which in this ~ountry, under th~he 'native stock', but also by
widel~ appreclatedh?}; on.lre~~tself on its share in the pass~ng
o~gae~~~ i~~[~:ti~~-r~s~riction laws to combat eheap forelgn
fab~r and to safeguard the American standard of .1Ivmg. .,

It is true that a shortage of workers makesit rather diffi-
1 . th 1 est possible w a ges.

cult for the capitahsts to pay t e .~~ wages be the only
However, should thes.e lowes pOSSI. lism no labor shortage
guarantee for the .m~untendant~eofu~~~:~np~ofitable conditions
would prevent their intro .uc ~on. workers on the
bankruptcies o.f ~ome caPItah~~ lW~~;~h!h~~es of the workers
streets, and this m return wou ol and demand, whatever its
still employed. Th~ law of sUPinfng in regard to labor power
function, .cease~ to have anfiYtaMiityof capital necessary for its
when threatenmg t e pro
continuation. . . labor shortage mayalso be

From a profit point of VIew.a fficient means and
warded off through .the. if~r~~uc~°:U~~cTe~~ei~creasein exploita-
methode of productIon , a ~s~ ri .d wage andard. The rela-
tion may offset the fdanger 1. eric~n workers are rendered p08-
tively high wages 0 some m
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sible by the extremely high productivity of these workers. The
exploitation is her e increased not by way of taking actual
commodities from the workers, but by making them increase
their output. This method of maintaining or even raising the
'living standard' of the workers presupposes the existence of
sufficient capita 1 to make the necessary social and technological
changes possible.

Capital concentration, credits, and foreign loans often per.
mit the introduetion of better means of production without a
direct increase of exploitation, which might be difficult because
of insufficient unemployment. However, the displacement of
workers, connected therewith, creates unemployment, which
then brings back a certain wage flexibility; unless accumulation
proceeds so fast that the displaced workers are at once absorb-
ed in new industries.

A shortage of workers, the ideal of aIl trade-unionists,
leads under capitalism inevitably to unemployment, and it is not
the law of supply and demand which finaIly determines the wage
rates. That means also that the 'defeat' of this law bY'way of
trade-unions, conceived as 'job trusts', turns out to be an illusion
in regard to final realities. Wage limits are not to be found in the
realm of the market. It is true, we repeat, that if there are too
many workers asking for jobs, capital can force the wages lower
than would be necessary to maintain the system. it gets extra
profits besides the necessary ones, thus enabling faster accumu-
lation. The struggle of trade-unions can be concerned only with
extra profits and is bound thereby to periods which aIlow of
such extra profits. No scarcity of lab or and no trade-union
activity can result in wages which would eliminate the profita-
bility of capital. For this reason trade-unions will not of their
own accord enter a wage struggle at times which preclude a
possible success, that is, times in which a wage struggle becomes
a struggle against the wage system. For as John L. Lewis has
pointed out recently:

"Unionization presupposes tbe relation of employment; it is based
upon the wage system and it recognizes fully and unreservedly tbe in-
stitution of private property and tbe rigbt to investment profit."
To increase or maintain wages, reducing the profits to the

exclusion of accumulation, means depression and unemploy-
ment. An organized or unorganized scarcity of workers must
sooner or later cause unemployment and restrietion of trade-
union activity. From which it follows that if workers think aIl
evil comes from the fact that too many people are asking for
Jobs, they are in error. If they hope, as many do, that measures
like the expulsion of foreigners, the restrietion of immigration,
the return of the women to the kitchen or the abolition of child
labor would solve their problems, they are mistaken. Apart
from the fact that aIl laws related to questions of labor supply
are made in a capitalist society, and therefore in favor of capital,
even the acceptance of policies forcing the above mentioned
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restrictions on the 'right to work', would mean only a temporary
service to capital, without any benefit whatsoever to the work-
ers. Practically it would mean relief savings. and the nourish-
ing of such ideologies as distract the workers from the real
souree of their misery.

The scarcity of workers in some branches of industry may
often lead to higher wages than would be the case otherwise.
Monopolistic positions often allow of extra profits and therefore
of exceptional wages. But these monopolistic extra pro fits are
largely obtained through the robbing of weaker eapitalists, for-
cing the latter to employ cruder means of exploitation. In this
way exceptionally high wages for some workers find their
parallel in exceptionally low wa ges for others, just as profits
above the average necessitate pro fits below the average. For
this reason William Green, for instance, refuses to "digest" the
whole of the C. 1. O. offered to him, and would feel satisfied with
an additional million of organized workers. An organized mino-
rity of workers attempts to maintain its high wages at the cost
of the working majority. The social average wage, however,
moves within the limits of capital necessities. Never could
wa ges rise, with or without unemployment, where they would
reduce profits to the danger point. But, unfortunately for
capital wa ges too cannot be reduced, with or without unemploy-
ment, to a point where this would exclude the necessary produc-
tivity on the part of the workers. Wage reductions doing away
with a necessary efficiency in production are self-defeating. In
a depression, for example, due to the fact that the workers are
willing to end ure greater miseries to hold their jobs, and as the
Iess efficient workers are fired first, the average productivity
will be raised. After a while the situation will be reversed, as the
productive apparatus detoriates and wa ge reductions make it
increasingly difficult to maintain high-speed production. In the
8rookinga Inatitution's analysis of the "Recovery Problem in the
United 8tates" (p. 167) it is stated:

"During he first two years of the depression productivity ran accord-
ing to expected behavior. The index rose in 1930 and again in 1931.
However, instead of continuing to rise as the depression progressed,
woduc~ivity fell sharply in 1932 and then again in 1934. This down-
ward movement in the productivity index is not contradictory to the
experience in previous depressions. Jt simply indicates that the factors
favorable to increased productivity per man-hour cannot be depended
upon to operate when the depression lasts for a long time, for then the
adverse forces become streng enough to offset the gains."

It is true that an abundance of workers will induce many in-
dividual capitalists to ruin their workers physically in a short
time and to replace the outworn with new ones from the over-
crowded labor market. just as many slave-owners had found it
more profitable and more to their taste to work their negroes to
death within a seven-year period rather than stretch their ex-
ploitability over 30 or 40 years. But under lhodern conditions
this is not generally possible without inviting revolution. The
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complexity of present-day society and its d .
excl~<i:e~such simple solutions. And thenPro uctton mec~anism
po~sIbIhty of such solutions _ it wo ld I even .granbng the
talism, because it is not a reduction bUt so .ve nothI~g for capi,
of labor that capitalism requires fo~ i~n ;nrtcrheaseIn the army
progress. u er welfare and

UNEMPLOYMENT AND ACCUMULATION
To anticipate the future of unem I t it .

investigate the past and th p oymen 1 IS nece~sary to
far, capitalîst economists ha~eP~~~~~tb~:~IOymer.hfeltatIons. 80
derstanding of this admittedl very I e 0 the un-
the force of necessity has led ;o~~~ urgent t:pro~lem. O~ly lately
ever, were restricted to the field e m~e~ ig'a I?nS WhICh,how-
theoretical support. Economists le~:n:~~I:t:~~, ;~thout adeq~ate
terms. The cry for exactness pertal d' ;n In psychologICal
bank, and the factory. The proble~ne on y to the home, the
and its investigators saw in their resea~h~ how to make money,
n:ak.ing a living for themselves. As Hitler iS ~n}~another. way of
Nazî-Germany and as it is believed that t~ e responsibls ~or
belongs. to Roosevelt as the previous one ~opr;;ent depreS8lOn
economie development and its ch' cover, 80 thadi d I h angmg aspects were to berscovara In t e changing moods of th busi I
the bottorn of everythin was he. usmess eaders. At

;bhi;i~hr~is~~~~i~:,::~~t[i~fl,,:~~~~~%~i!~~:t{~:::~~:Oa~tn:lt?~:~
W IC caused them lito g t ik " arge,
the Interior, laments t03a~n ~v~r eth as H. ~' Ickes, 8ecretary ,!f
~,ch?ols.in~estigate the instftution of ee:;I~W~ti~~he: economie
e~~lee8nhfic manner, by abstra~ting from such seco~da a :::~:
sense f~~ ~~ychol~gy. But their 'realism', manifested % their
an eXPloitatf!~a~~~~~:ygO:tS~a fa~ as t?dotvherlookexploitation in
covery of d '. y e sar at the greatest dis-
to discove::l0 eI?! eCOnOI~llCSwas the recognition of the wisdom
satisfa~tion ~~t~~~~ias~~ISefaabu::a~i:~il!fa1~ther sc~o?1 to .~nd
on capItalism of about 200 arn Srnith s position
capitalist practice b years ago, The more realistic
cepts related to this ~~~~~s, th~~ore mystified become the con-
ploitation the more'soc .Icr ' etmore open and cruder the ex-
comes to believe with 8 era ism en ers the. phraseology, till one
animal, and th at in rear~~~~er t~atka starvm~ worker is a luxury
Was not so Ion I J e w or ers exploit the capitalists as
Unfortunatel ~ ag? proved by the honorad scientist Kota'ny.
as it is only iow etg~~dt~~Oso~nt to see himself fully appreciated,
of overfeeding becom nee 0 explam starvmg as a svmptom
sive countries as R ~s ~ally urgent, especially in such progres-
t~e needs of capita':fsl~~ ~;;ev:I!~he emplorment of science for
bsts can not alw p ec I ~ everythmg else. The scien-
though the trut:ysh::caf~ the discovery of certain truths,

lerent meamngs for workers and
-7-
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capitalists. Facts produced by bourgeois scientists ~ay very
weIl enrich the theory and practice of the proletanan class
struggle.

Capitalism developed within feudal-agricultural condition~.
A small capital means a small number of workers. rr:o exploit
more workers. capital must beo mcreased. For ~hlS rea~on
capitalist exploitation . 'Yas parbcularly ruthlees at .lts starting
point. To exploit addiüonal wor~er~, for which capital IS~e~d-
ed, always implies greater e~plOltatlOn of the already eXIsb~g
working population. As capita 1 grows, transformll!-g all social
activity into capitalist activity, the ~odern pr?letanat develope
with modern industry. Accumulation of capital means an m-
creasing working popu1ation. Exploitability a180 grows. earlier
crude forms of exploitation are replaced by more refined and
more efficient ones. The primitiveness of exploitation can not
on1y be dispensed with; it has to disappear, for capital develop-
ment needs greater ability on the part of the workers for the
modern requirements of industry.

Capitalist deve10pment is identica1 with the creation of
world economy. All capitalist activity is based on expansion.
Whenever expansion slackens, the products of the previous pro-
duction period, which inc1udes the increased 1abor army, become
temporarily unusab1e. A stoppage of accumulation means that it
is no longer possible to exploit the increased werking popu1ation.
More capita1 is necessary to continue accumulation, the needed
capital must be raised through intensified exploitation. If
capita1 fails to bring this about, the unemploved army must be-
come permanent.

Unemployment is as old as capitalism. But so far, that is,
until 1929 each depression with its large-scale unemployment,
was follo~ed by a renewa1 of accumulation. As life is tears and
laughter, so a1so society "naturally" was made up of booms and
depressions. Since the biblical Joseph, peop1e had 1earned to un-
derstand that seven fat years are followed by seven lean years.
And as regards these unfortunates falling by the wayside in the
course of depressions, this a1so was on1y natural, as it is obvious
that not all trees bear fruits.

To exploit more workers, we said, it is necessary to exploit
a given number more intensively to create the capita 1~or ~he em-
ployment of the additional workers. As long as explOltatlOn can
be increased, the number of workers may be enlarged. S~ far
this process has been interrupted, but not ended by depresstons,
which were to be regarded as breathing spells in the exciting
race of capita1 production over the world. But nothing breathes
forever. The business cycle is not made for eternity. The
reasens for the eventual end of capitalism must therefore be
discoverabie at any particular stage of its development.

Profits and capital are nothing but unPfid labor power.
Labor power is to be measured in labor time, which is limited as
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regards .duration by nature as weIl as J:>yforms and methods of
production. The workers cannot possibly work longer than 24
hours .a dar, for the day cannot be stretched. Under present
condlti0l!-sm the more Important branches of industry they can-
not con~mo~sly w<?r~much longer than, say, 8 or 10 hours. If
production ltself limits exploitation in regard to time an .
crease of exploitation can be brought about only by r~duci~~
that part of the. expended werking time in which the laborer
c!eates the equivalent of his wages, This part of the working
time cannot be reduced to nothing ; zero wou1d mean here the
absolute .::ndof capitalist production. To employ more workers,
naeessitating an ~ncr.::aseof capital, imp lies the reduction of that
part of th~ werking tIl!le of the employed workers in which they
create ~helr own hvehhood, that is, imp lies an ever greater in-
crease in the productivity of their labor, which in turn presup-
poses more aI?d. more ~apital invested in means of production.
As long as this IS possible-c-and it has been, for at a certain
penod ll!-the. developmept of capital, profitability is high enough
to I;'ermlt ~hl.S--both ~I11 be increased (the labor army and
capital w~lch emplo~s it) though the latter increases faster than
the laboring population. P. H. Douglaa produces in his "Theory
of Wages" (p. 1~9) a table showing the ratio between quantities
of labor and capital. We copy only a few lines to illustrate our
statement.

1899
1905
1910
1915
1922

1.00
1.19
1.45
1.72
2.70

Capital RelalioD of Capita! to Labor
C

-L-

RelatioD of Labor to
L

-C-
1.00
.84
.69
.58
.37

This shows, Douglas writes,
"th~t a deereasing amount of labor was combined with each unit of
~apltal.and reclprC?callythat an in~reasing quantity of capital wa un-
lte~ with each unit, of labor. ThISprocess continued throughout the
penod save for somecyclical changes, until in 1922 only 37 per cent a
mu~h labor was combined with each unit of capital as in 1899, and
reciprocally 270 per cent as much capital was combined with a unit
of labor as then.

. . Any newspaper almanac will show that throughout cap-
Italist development the labor army increased tremendously ev-
en faster than. the pop~l~tion as a who1e. But, to repeat,' not
80 fast as capital. This IS the secret of capitalist progress -
th~ ~bility to exploit ~ore a~d more workers by exploiting the
0l'!gInal number more intensively. However this situation im-
phes a new contradiction. '

. Pro fits and new capital can be gained only through exploi-
tation. If the number of workers becomes smaller in relation-,-



. I h h both are increasing, than into the growing capital, .a t °t~~ wage and the investment cap-
relation to the total caPl~i ~ds for accumulation must decline,
ital together), profits an'd IUbor time which decreases with the
as profits are only unPfl t a the accumulation the more it ham-
capital increase. T~\ as erFinaUy accumulation must lead to
pers future accumu a IOn.to a stop when the capital needed to
stagnation. ~t mus~J·~!ll~al workers to counteract the previous
emp~oy ~UffiCl~~t~ ~~~ds an amount of capital which can no
decline m pro s e existin army of labor. AU attempts
longer be created b~~~e e of pfofits in regard to continuation
to overcome thl~. sh lf then lead to an ever greater replace-
of capital fOm

a
~n :~chinery, altough this increas~ in tech.no-

ment of wo.r ers·ti t be sufficient to permit sufficient capital
logical devices Wl n? I tive dis lacement of workers now
formation. The pre~ou~dr~~intraub~ without being a Marx~8t
becomes a.bsolute. , ~V:thod of inquiry, but br simply examl~-
or employmg ~arx ~b uch an actual situation quite weU m~!t:~i:l~ct~~ ~~~h~~l~gical Trends and National Policy"

(p. 87): 920 t 1929 was not sufficient, in
"The growth in total output from, ~ 0 owth ol labor supply,
the light of the incre~sed productivity .a~:e t~~s~t was a substantial
to absorb all the available man-power,. , d"
volume of unemployement during this entire perro , .

During this entir~ period, cornpared w~~~:~e~~~~tf:~fo~~
the rate of accumulab?n was :lackfen~~:fit led to the discovery
of the trend of Amencan ra es 0 lation was de-
th.a~ with the rate~ of .r{~~~~~e~a~:f~;e a~~~~u The tendency
clining as compareu wi ti cted long before 1929 in an mcreas-
~oward stagnation ~as r3 e The exceptional became the norm.
mg army of unemp oye . I d to a return of the already
The recovery s.it~Ce1f93139~:sl~~!t ~f aU in the field of employ-precanous posi Ion 0 ,
ment Weintraub goes on to say: ,

. h more rapid expansion of production than
"".we must look to a m~c933 nd 1935 before we can expect a return
has taken place between a 10 ent levels of the pre-
either t,o the e~ployment orhto a~~~I:t~~:Pin~ates that, in order s=
depression penod. A roug c I vel b 1937 goods and servrees
unemployment to drop to th~ 1929. ~ 20 p~r cent higher than that in
produced w~:>uldhavedto t~e~tc lav~t:f 1935 remained unchanged."1929 even if the pro uc lVI y e ti
The' Brookings Institution has estimat~? ~hat fO~1t~eiI~~~~~

to return by 1941 to the living standard.w IC pr~:~;: oods 60
it will be necessary t9036inlcre~se1!~~d;~!~~ct~~nd~f theseg durable
per cent above the 1 eve . 8 to 9 million addi-
goeds would furnish em~loyment for from It would, it would;
tional workers for a penodh?f fi;~ y;rao~~ction level of 1929 a
but it doesn't. Befo~e reac. l~g e of unemployed grows
new decline has set m agam : tha~na~~revi us established re-
by leaps and bounds, n.eatnnf

g ~~e crisis In November, 1937,cord at the deepest pom 0 .
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th ere were, according to the National Unemployment Census
10,870,000 people out of work in America. Since then accord~
ing to most of the published reports, this number has 'been in-
creased by about 2 more millions, and no one dares to predict
a change in this situation for the near fut ure.

UNEMPLOYMENT A~D THE UNEMPLOYED
OnIy periods of capita list expansion are boom periods.

Stagnation means depression. But all capitalist production is
based on expansion, and if it stops, commodities designed to
satisfy the expansion needs and aIso the commodity Iabor power,
find no buyers. The depression, although the result of a miser-
abIe exploitation system of production, incapable of creating
enough goods for humanity because it is incapable of producing
sufficient profits for the capitalists, appears to the superficial
mind as an overproduction of commodities. The superficial ex-
pIanation of depressions brings forth similar suggestions for
soIutions: shortening the working day to employ all workers and
increasing mass purchasing power, so that the workers may but
back what they have produced. The proposals sound 'logical'
and find acceptance. However, this 'reaIistic' approach is pure
utopianism. For it presupposes an abiIity on the part of ca-
pitalism to initiate socialism, that is, it expresses the wish for
capitalist suicide. In reality the shortage of profits in relation
to accumulation needs, appearing on the market as over-produc-
tion of commodities, only sharpens the competitive struggle,
which means a greater effort on the part of capita I to increa~e
exploitation. If successful, leading to another temporary
economic revival, it is accomplished at the cost of the workers.
Even if hours are shortened, productivity wiII be increased fast
enough to precIude the employment of additional workers. As
far as the increase of mass purchasing power is concerned, the
whole history of capitalism shows th at this has been possible
only so long as production increased faster than wages, and
history since 1929 has shown th at even this improvement by way
of better exploitation has ceased. Since that time wages
stagnate or decIine in spite of increasing productivity. Compe-
tition among the workers sharpens to the point of the develop-
ltIent of new class ideologies within the elass, Hatred, not solida-
rity, grows between the lucky ones and those unable to seIl
~hemselves, - a situation which is weIl employed by capitaI in
I~S competitive struggle, continuing in spite of all monopoliza-
tron, which af ter alI is only able to prove the sharpening of com-
petition. Just as the competitive struggIe of capita] turns more
and more from the national to the international scene, the
~harpening of the workers competitive struggIe for the remain-
lOg jobs tends more and more to be refIected in the nationaliza-
tion of their ideologies, in preparation for the coming struggle
l~or Power of their respective imperialistic ru Iers, Who shaIl
rve and prosper, the Japanese capitalism or the English? Who
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nates itseI~ legal!y, life-savings lead to suïcide t Th
may be primed till it spills blood. ' e c. e pump

A capitalism forced to feed the workers instead f .
by them has no future. This situation excludes all J beIng fed
work. To ask capital for a job is in many cases' t e~a~ds for
as to ask it for a million dollars. Those. labo/I~~das ridieulous
the :W0rld .and their masters that you, the workers e~ who teIl
are m reality, only trying to prove to their ma t h' ant work
h trai d s ers ow weU theave raI.n~ you. These unofficial 'social workers' trvi y
come offIcIaIones, have to prove their abilit b ' ryI!lg to b~-
total absence of aU social understanding ThYe y proVltng their
h I· ti thei . Y are no reahstsowever rea IS IC err proposals may sound b t th '
dreamers either; they are simply engaged I.'n u . tey.~re not

. thei h' mam ainmg orsecurmg eir c osen prof'ession, There are no jobs to be had
and crying for them does not create any Y 'B h '::ht ffr your very lives. 800n this will be IiterafI~ t;~e fo~v:o~o
dy~n~~y way of rnaking a living will be to Iearn the ' trade o~

Don't ask for work : sim I fi ht f f .
shelter. Down in Palm B~ach &~un~m or ood, clothing and
either : they Ieave that t th . ployed don t ask for work, 0 eir servants And b th
!abo~ Ieader~ really also don't ask fo; work ~ e ~ay, your
imagms David Lasser askin for k ! . ow unny to
too important for that sort ~f thi;:'gor l'fTthhosepeople are much
h d d 't . ere were work to be
Maak' °dn wodrryf,you would get more of it than vou could stand

e ernan s or your most direct d b t .yourselves only Individ I' nee s, u not demands forU . ua ism presupposes cash to e rt It lf
th~!~s,!:ou ~a~. s~ow the 'proper authorities' that the:e

e
is ~:~e~

~g~ of ~~: Io~J~pe~~~~s~;~~i~It~:no~tI~~eI~C{~ago~~~~ein ~~~
sto:ce with ethers. There are re lief stations, there are als/ the

.e~ts, and there are the factory gates Don't wait t'IImInIsters f th Wk' . I I some ex-fla 0 e. or ers Alliance have coBected enough for a
in; a~d tafmeetmg hal~. Y?ur relief station is an excellent start-
orga~iz~tioO: al o~g.~mzatl?n; lyes, you can even turn it into an
Allian . n 1 you SImp y must belong to the Workera
1:ot M'c~, atBleast ~ee to .it that it .becomes your organizaticn and

IS er order s vehicls to a Job in Washington.

'I

shaU work, the Japanese workers or the English ? - And 80
all over the world. If there is no open struggle between capital
and labor, there can be only a united front between them both.
The "Peoples' Front" movements of today, which includes
Fascism, reflect only this reality. 80 long as the class struggle is
only latent and not actual, continously sharpening, the future
of unemployment can only be deduced from the future of
capitalism, which points to war and incressing barbarism.

Yes, as matters stand today, the workers might find large-
scale employment in the diverse armies; and will accept it, for
it is 'better than nothing' , j ust as 25-cent wages in the depression
are also 'better than nothing' . And they will kill for less than
25 cents an hour to assist a capitalist reorganization of economy
in favor of the strongest competitors, and to bring to themselves,
besides the glory, a new wa ge rate of 15 cents an hour. But the
unemployment problem would still be unsolved, or solved only
for those who died in the heroic attempt to prove the im-
mutability of capitaIism in a changing world.

Capital has once more - so it seems today - to reorganize
the world in its own way, that is, by adjusting the number of ex-
ploiters to the number of exploitables. "Progress" lies in liquida-
tion. To prepara for this day of 'sudden progress', capital will
be human, it will at least try to organize the misery it cannot
abolish. It will appear a great leveUer, spreading the existing
misery over the greatest possible number, itself always excluded.
It will regiment and fascizize even within the greatest of
democracies. The order of war will be practized in peace; pro-
duction for destruction cIimaxing the era of eapitalism. The
curtain for this act of history will close also millions of hungry
eyes.

Onee more unemployment is being converted, for ca-
pitalism, from a souree of income into a nightmare, Beeoming
rapidly valueless as a means of wage cutting, it becomes an ever
greater item of taxation, eating into the diminishing profits.
Capital will always try, although with increasing difficulties, to
cut down this item of expenditures. Workers, regardless of all
other implications of the problem, will be increasingly forced to
fight relief reductions. To eIiminate relief altogether is not
possible, to live like 'humans on Hopkin's canned beef, which
would be rejected by many a Park Avenue dog, is also not pos-
sible. The unemployed struggle is bound to inerease in spite of
all war preparations, though the latter will be hastened the more
the internal struggle sharpens. There are further temporary
'solutions' given to eapitalism. For instanee, a new inflation of
credits or money, setting present miseries aside to be reckoned
with in the ne ar future. Prices may rise faster than wages, the
capitalist will gain as much as the workers lose. Rents collected
in depreciated money means the expropriatio of the landlord,
paper for potatoes ruins agriculture, money in the banks elimi-
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Literature on Unemployment
empI~~~~~I~nbe assume~. that the close connection existing between un-
most intensive s~u~he decisiva e.conomlC problems of society would lead to a
because of that co:n~:t;::; S.utbhJectbwhereasas a matter of fact, and precisely

As fa ,1 as een much neglected.
are conce~:: ~e volume of un~mployment and the trend of its development
of the IDtern~ti:!:1 m~ be ~~~me.d fáom the menthly and other publications
St.tietie., Washin or lee m en~va,. and the. U. S. Bureau of Labor
aspects of the ~rn, D. C. Of t~e pubhcatJons deahng with the theoretical
displacement ol~voor::~ ';; ~~~ i~~~~f:j:~ dee~~~~~~e~~o~ef~~i~~li:~YFa~~
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have even forced the apoligists of capitaIism to admit this displacement, for
which they created the concept of "technological unemployment", but as
bourgeois economists they are engaged in finding solutions for the problem
within capitalism. In conneetion with the discussions concerning the
displacement theory we suggest the reading of Alfred Kaehler'. artiele on
"The Problem of Verifying the Theory of Technological Unemployment" in
Social Reaearch (Vol. 11; No. 4).

Workers capable of finding their way through the technical terminology
of the specialists may consult Wlaclimir Woytin.ky'. "The Souree of Un-
employment" (International Labor Office, Geneva, 1935). This book con-
tains important data but lacks sufficient theoretical insight. Harry Jerome'.
"Mechanization in Industry", a book which also deals with agriculture and
mining, was published in 1934 by the National Bureau of Economie
Research, New York. It stresses the fact that "technical progress outruns
actual practice in .capitaIism", and makes the profit-necessity responsible
for this state of affairs. In the last twenty years many studies have appear-
ed dealing with the displacement question in specific industries. As an ex-
ample, we' only mention here I.ador Lubin'. "The Absorption of the Un-
employed by American Industry" (Washington, 1929.)

As far as the white collar workers and the learned professions are con-
cerned we suggest the reading of Lewi. Corey'. "The Crisis of the Middle
Class" (Covici-Friede, New York, 1935), and Walter M. Kotachnic·. "Un-
employment in the Learned Professions" (Oxford University Press, 1937).
Corey treats his problem from a Marxian point of view, Kotschnig from the
standpoint of the bourgeois democratic sociologist. But for the latter,
too, economie stagnation Iimits the expansion of education. His survey is
significant for its international scope. The radicaIization of the inteIlectuals
werking with Fascism or Bolshevism he explains as due to the overcrewding
of the universities and the impossibility of finding jobs for the graduates.
However, the only solution he offers, is for a better organization of the lab or
market for the academie professions.

Many books published lately and deaIing with what appears to the
bourgeois sociolegist as the "broader" question of "social security", of ten
contain very interesting chapters on the unemployment problem proper.
For instanee most of the writings of Stuart Chaae and also Maxwell S.
Stewart's "Social Security" (Norton & Co., New York, 1937). The best ex-
ample of the books in this category is the Iiberal reform er P. H. Doucl •• ••
"The Unemployed Problem" which he wrote in collaboration with Aaron
Director, publisbed in 1931. Unemployment is here admitted as an out-
growth of capitalism; however it is beIieved, that capitalism will be able to
solve its problem. The suggested means to this end were later partly practis-
ed by Roosevelt's Relief Program. The refutation of this idea is very weIl
expressed in Lewi. Corey'. "The Decline of American Capitalism", in
chapter V. Covici-Friede, New York, 1934.)

W. T. Colyer'. "Outline History of Unemployment" appeared in 1937 in
London (N. C. L. C. Publishing Co.) , which, written for workers and from a
Marxian point of view says concisely as weIl as comprehensibly almost a11
th at is necessary for workers to know of this subject.

Recent publications incorporating the unemployment question within
general theories are the findings of the Brookinc. Inatitution, which have ap-
peared under the title "Income and Economie Progress". The conneetion
between unemployment and capital formation is recognized but not un-
derstood. The solution proposed lies in the field of greater exploitation
despite the underconsumption theory underlying the Brookings report. In
chapters 6. 7, and 9 of another Brookings publication, "The Recovery
Problem in the United States", the reader may find interesting facts and
observations regarding the unemployment question in recent history.
David Weintraub·. contribution "Unemployment andJrlncreased Productivity"
in the Government Publication "Technologïcal Trends and National Policy"
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(Washin&'f;on, 1937) comes Ilt·' very c ose to a M .emp oymen as It stresses the intim t n. arxlan explanation of U
progreserve accumulation In a rtae. connectlon between emplo...... t n-
"General Theor f E' ce am sense also J M K # •••en and
Marxian unem~l~ymer;:to~ent. Interest and Money'; cor'nes ec'i::- in his
economists. He maintains th~~u~ulatlOn theory than other b~to t~e
crease in investments" The ~~ploym~nt can only increase with urge~>1s
prim~rily dependent o~ the rai~e~r.ntof Itnvest~ent is, however, fo:nh~n-
MarxIst m eres, wbich means nothi im. ~to~

On the basis of Keynes argum tat!
unemployment question in her r:~e tlO~,l7ndRo~in.on elaborates on the
Employment" (1t;facmillan, New York) Thï robuctlOn. to the Theory of
layman. The chief function of th '. s ooks IS addressed to th
to be "to prevent fuIl employmen~ ite of mtere~t, accor~ing to her, seem:
Green & Co. (New York 1937) ~om ever being attamed". Lon a
E~ployment". In oPPosition to Pt~bhs.~ed R. G. Hawtrey'. "Capit!i a~d
Pigou and others, Hawtrey's explanatio leas presented .by Keynes, Hayek,
one. The status of the discussio n of employment IS a purely monetar
the bourgeois economists might b~ ar~~~d ~he employment problem amon~
books. . . 0 me through a reading of these

For empmcal data in relation to t

Rcharactehristics,.~tc., workers may consu~'i~heofp u~~mPt~oyment, oCCupational
esea!c Admmlstration as for exam le " u ica rons of the W. P. A.

Certam state pubIications as "Lab p dUrban Workers on ReIief"
pubIished by the Common~ealth of p~an l In.dustry in the Depression"
R~Iie.f in Michigan", by the State nË:e;ama, and '.'Unemployment and
Mlchl~'lm, can be recommended, for data andgebcy R~hef Administration,
Amerlcan scene and unemployment Howeve o. se:vatlons pertaining to the
~erested in the serious study of thei~ probl r,. ll~lspensable for workers m-
ItS ~hapters on the effects of machinery emth IS al']['. "Capitai", especially
capItal accumulation. on e workman, and bis theory of

Planning New Depressions
(From the book "Karl Marx" b K
by Chapman & Hall Ltd Lonaon arl ~obSCh to be published this season
New York.) ,. , an y John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

The social organization of lab hi . .
bPparent value relations of the co~r wd~~.hIS.hidden under the
~urge?is mode of production with m~ t~ les•.IS achieved in the

o the mdividual commodit ou e will and knowledi'e
production" is therefore at t~ produce.rs. Bour?,eois "commodity
a regulated and an u e same tirns a pnvate and a social
~~eomrtsas ,~fby an undisc~~::~l~~~~ee (~F~'G~di~~ P,~poduc~dion.It

. une or "Conjuncti "Tt . or rOVI ence"
kmds and what qUantiti~~ 0; wt;r~llald down beforehand what
produced in eve b SOCla y useful things should be
capitaIist "produr:er,;~~~h of )roduction. But the individual
~a~eable ?r unsaleable q~~lit~n:r ~~ter the fac.t - through the11~:vacIllations of the market th IS cOhm~odlty, through the
;- 1 and how far he has acted i ' roug ankruptcy and crisis
ule, the economic "plan" f n ac~or~a~ce with that unknown

economists have referred 00 caPl~ahstIc reason. Bourgeois
Illetaphors to th is inscrutableV~YS~nry °fvetrh'again in. poetic

o eir own sectal ex-
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f ", .. ~, h d"istence. Just as Adam Smith* spoke 0 an lDVI51iOie. an
which leads the individual trader to pr0!ll0te an end which was
no part of his intention so other econornists before and af ter
him referred to the "p'lay of free competition:: to ~he "auto-
matism of the market", or to a ".law of val.ue ~hlCh would
apply to movements of producbon and clr~ulatIon. of com-
modities in the same way as the law of gravity applies to the
movements of physical bodies. In fact, th~ conc~pt of an ~n-
tirely automatic regulation of the whole industrial .productlOn
brought about by the mere exchange of comI?odltIes a~ong
tota11y isolated commodity producers on a national and inter-
national scale was not more than an abstract "ideal type" even
in those earlier periods wh en it first struck the eyes ?f t~e
bourgeois classical economists. It was never fully reahzed m
actual capitalistic production.

Nevertheless, there is in bourgeois commodity production
an unwritten law which rules the production and exchange of
labor products as commodities. But this is by no means an un-
changeable law of nature; it is a "sodal law:" which resembles
a genuine physical law only in its aI!parent independenee fr0l!l
our conscious volition and purpose. Like any other social rule! it
holds good only under definite circumstances and for a sI!e~lfic
historical period. In dealing with the "so-called Original
Accumulation of Capital" , Marx showed what enormous effort
was required to give birth t? this fundamenta~, law of ~,hemodern
bourgeois mode of productIon and the other eternal laws con-
nected with it. He exposed a series of more or less forgotten
sanguinary and violent acts by which (in real history) the ac~ual
foundations of those so.called natural laws were brought ll~to
existence. (The expropriation of th~ worke:s from their material
means of production forms the baSIS of this process.) Marx has
likewise shown in detail that even in"completely devel.oped com-
modity production the "law of yalue does not apply m the sure
and efficient marmer of a ganume natural law or of a generally
accepted "providence", but is realized solely by a succession of
frictions, vacillations, losses, crises, and breakd?wns. ~e saya
that "in the haphazard and continually fluctuatmg relatIon~ of
exchange between the va:ious prod?cts of l!1bor, the lal?or-tIme
socia11y necessary for their producbon forciblv a~serts ltself as
a regulating natural law just as the faw of gravlty does.when

1 h d ,,**the house col apses over our ea s.
With a11these deficiencies, the law of valu~ is the only for:n

of social organization of production which eXls~s today and IS,
indeed, the only kind of social '~~lanning" which conforma to
the principles of modern cornpetitive or com~odIty-producmg
society. It is an ironical whim of history that just that self-con-

t~a~~ct0I1' belief in a "consciously planned commodity produc-
bon which hes at the bottom of the first utopian schemes of a
"~ational Bank", ~t which "any me mb er of the community
mlght lodge any kmd of produce and take out of it an equal
value of whatever it may contain"*** and which was after-
wards voiced in various forms by the successive schools of
"social reformers", has been adopted today even by the official
spokesmen of the bourgeois class. But though this illusion is as
old as capitalism itself and obstinately persists in spite of
theoretical arguments and in spite of the breakdown of a11pro-
jects brought forward for its realization, it is unsound both from
the orthodox principle of bourgeois economie science and from
the m~terialis~ic viewpoint of Marxism. It is interesting only
as an ideological reflex of the deep-rooted contradictions in-
herent in the very principle of capitalistic commodity produo-
tion.

Such differenc.es as exist between the earlier epoch
when the progreserve Free Traders regarded every "inter-
ference" of a state not yet entirely their own - as an oppressive
disturbance, and the present phase when even some of the most
"orthodox" economists have turned from self-help to state inter-
vention does in no way indicate a gradual conquest of the
animal-like "struggle for existence" prevailing among the isolat-
ed producers of early bourgeois society by the growing co11ective
reason of a11 capitalists grouped together and organized in the
modern bourgeois "state" and in the more or less authentic in-
stitutions of a so-called "public opinion". There is thus only a
difference of degree between the early more or less numerous
"interventions" (of the early bourgeois state into the "free
play of competition") and the increasingly rapid succession of
more intrusive measures, by which today everywhere in the old
and in the "new", in the fascist and in the still democratically
governed capitalistic countries, an apparently new attempt is
made to "control", to "correct" or to "steer" the existing
economie system. Such measures serve at the utmost to weaken
temporarily or even merely to disguise sorne of the most ob-
structive results of capitalistic production. Instead of ousting
the planlessness resulting from the fetish-form of commodity
production, they merely stampede the unique form in which
pro.duction had been heretofore "planned" within capitalistic
SOCl~tyand utterly destroy the only "organization of lab or"
Posslble under capitalism.

This increasing destruction of its own foundations is forced
!lpon present-day capitalism by an objective development of its
Inherent tendencies. It is produced by the ever increasing
:,.ccumulation of capital, by the growing monopolistic tendencies

"**See John Gray: The Social System, a Treatise on the PrineÎple of
Exchange, 1831, and fo!"a critical refutation: Marx "Critique of
Political Economy, 1859."See "Wealth of Nations", Book IV, Chapter 2. .,

*"See "Capital", Book I, Chapter I, subsection 4.
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of the big industrial and financial combines; by the increasing
appeal to the state to rescue "the community at large" from the
dangers brought about by the impending collapses of hitherto
proud and tax evading private enterprises ; and by the hyper-
ultra-super-dreadnought demands for subsidy raised by the
various direct and indirect producers of armaments, eneroaehing
evermore on the field formerly occupied by the actlvities of the
less directly war-producing industries. In trying to escape from
the periodical crises which threaten more and more the existence
of bourgeois society, and in a desperate attempt to overcome the
existing acute crisis of the whole capitalist system, the bourgeot-
sie is compelled, by continually fresh and deeper "interferences"
with the inner laws of its mode of production, and continually
greater changes in its own social and political organization, to
prepare more violent and more universa 1crises and, at the same
time, to diminish the means of overcoming future crises. In
organizing peace it prepares for war.

The futility of any attempt to deal with "competltion's
waste" within the existing forms of production and distribution
becomes even more e v i den t when we proceed from the
elementary form of the "commodity" to the further developed
form of "the worker transformed into a commodity," or from the
general historical character of bourgeois production to its in-
herent cla •• character.

Just as the utopian exchange banks, lab or certificates and
other endeavors to organize commodity production are repeated
in the half-hearted "planning schemes" of the frightened eco-
nomists and "socially minded" big capitalists today, so the first
unwieldy attempts of the insurrectionary workers of Paris to
wrest from the "revolutionary" government of 1848 some form
of realization of the worker's "right to work", are echoed in the
various measures by which the demoeratic and fascist countries
try to overcome the increasing menace of unemployment by a
more or less compulsory organization of the labor market. And
[ust as in the first case Marxism answered the capitalist "plan,
ners" that the only organization of production conformabie to
commodity production is the law of value, so sober materialistic
criticism of the schernes to supplant the glaring insufficiency of
the free "lab or market" by sorne form of public regulation must
start from the premise that the transformation of the workers in-
to salable commodity is but a necessary complement of that other
transformation on which all modern capitalistic production rests
both historically and in its actual existence today - the trans-
formation of the workers' tools and products into non-werkers'
"capitai". In fact, there is more apparent than real progress in
the new deals ofîeredto the growing numbers of the unemployed
by their capitalistic rulers today, as against those now almost
forgotten times when the only cure foreseen by the most
"philanthropic" spokesmen of the bourgeoisie was the work-
house. Now as then, the final result of the "endeavors to ex-
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terminate both the old form in which unemployment . di
recurred in the industrial cycle and the new ,'pt

eno lcally
''te hnoloei 1" "h·' s ructural"c no ogica , c ronic", form in which it has come t '
is one or another disguised form of th at cornpul 0 st~y,

h I h . sory serVIce
w ose ~ea c aracter IS revealed in the Labor Camps a d C
centration Camps of National Socialist Germany •••• nB h?n,
th" I" di . e Indese . norm~ reme les offered in times of peace, their stands
as ultima ratio, the mass-employment effered by ,
I d rti II . . a new war anda rea y pa la y antIclpated by a hitherto unheard of ext .
f th di t and i . ensronoe. irec a~ indirect armament industries both in the fascist

countnes and in democratic Britain and the pacifistic U S A:rhe best foz:n of "public works" under capitalist conditi·on~ i8·
mdee,~' war Its~lf which above aIl other measures to "creat~
work has. the mcomparable advantage th at it will never cause
an u~?e~Irable glut of the market because it destroys the com-
~O?Ities it produces simultaneously with their production and
incidentally, destroys a considerable portion of the "exeessi ,;
workers themselves. srve

. ,!,he apparent "Fetiah Character of the Commodit " and
with ~t, the apparent.validity of a fetishistie Law of Val~e, wili
~t d~ppefar, nor will ~he. economie crises and depressions and

evanous . ~rms of periodical and chronic mass unem 10
wars ~nd. civil wars cease to plague the modern ~'ci~ili~~~
,!orld , till the present mode of commodity production is en-
tireJy d~strOyed ~nd human labor organized in a direct socialistic
~oC e ~ )roducbon: For this, however, as anticipated by Marx
In al;»lta, a ~~tenal groundwork is required, or a set of
material condibons WhICh are themselves the spontaneous out-
srowth of a long and painful process of development."
f The .p<?Sitiveimportance of aIl attempts made on the basis

~eJhe e:Clst}ng,;a.pit~list conditions to create a so-called "organi-
by ·;:~:r41.11:' hes m another field entirely from that presumed
c I·ta~·e? ogical prometers - the "planning school" of modern
dapi ISbc"econ,~mics: ~h~ hectic endeavors to supplement the
;fe~;s of free capitalistie commodity production confirm the
f aVI.y of those defects and thus inadvertently reveal the
I:~:~ng ~~aracter.of the existing' capitalistîo production re-
an e· ey pu~ ?nto sharper rehef the Incongruence between
sin ten more efflclent. orgamz~tio~ of production within the
disg e w?rk~hop or pnvate capîtalîstîc trust and the "organic
Th~rfat?{zatI~n" prevailing. t~roughout capitalistic production.
in u e sc emes to keep In 'normal" proportions the increas-
th! ma~s o.f ~nemployment and pauperism illustrate once more
_ capItahstIc law of population first enunciated by Fourier and····s thof t~~ . e remarks ~f Engels in his letter to Bernstein (on page 21

capi~~i;t~~~~IJ{;a~~~~;~~e a"r1:~f~~t~o::,!i~!p~~O!l ~f the udltimate
forms of unpaid compulsory work. Zl prrsons, an other
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later scientifically demonstrated by Marx th at "within the
capitalistic systemall methods for raising the social productivity
of labor coincide with an extension of the relative surplus popu-
lation, or the industrial reserve army kept at the disposal of
capitalistic industry as a potential supply of labor power for the
rapid increases of production in times of prosperity and for the
fuIl utilization of the existing capacities of production in war."

There is, furthermore, a considerable difference between
the same measures wh en offered by the capitalists in distress and
when th rust upon them by the conscious action of the workers
themselves. That difference may, at first, not be a difference in
the purely economie contents. Yet it is a difference of social
significance. "The right to work, taken in its bourgeois sense" ,
said Marx with referrence to the struggles of the Paris workers
in 1848," is a contradiction in terms, an impotent pious m-
tention ; but behind the right to work there stands the control
of capital, and behind the control of capital the appropriation of
the means of production by the associated working class, that is,
the abolition of wage labor, of capital,and their mutual depend-
ence. Behind the "right to work" stood the insurrection of
June."*****

FinaIly, a few of the new developments which are today
featured as achievment of the "planning idea" rnay serve to
work out within the narrow bounds of the capitalistic produc-
tion-relations some of the formal elements which, af ter the over-
throw of the existing mode of production, will be totally stripped
of the residues of their capitalistic crigin and thus usefully ap-
plied in building upa really cooperative and socialistic com-
monwealth. For the time being there remains, along with the
imperfect social organization of material production in the
structure of the present bourgeois society, also the reversed
form, in which the social relations of men are now reflected as
mere relations of things. There remain unchanged, even in the
newest "as good as socialism" models of a planned and steered
state-capitalism, and there will remain so long as the products
of labor are produced as commodities, all the fetish-categories
of bourgeois economics: commodity, money, capital, wage-labor,
increasing and decreasing total value of production and of ex-
port, profit-making capacity of industries, credits, etc., in short,
a11that which Marx in his earlier philosophic phase ca11ed
"human seIf-alienation", and in his later scientific phase fe-
tishîàm of commodity production". In spite of appearances such
a system of production is not in the last analysis governed by a
collective will of the associated workers but by the blind
necessities of a fetishistic "Law of Value."

T~E RI6~T TO WORK
,Translation of a part of En I' 1

dthe o)ccasion of the slogan Bisma~~ :hr:~e~n~~ ~~~setleint"MaY
fi

23, 1.884 (on
ays . ec Ion ght In those

" ...The "right to work" is a co "
theory it can be realized only in th~ePt~of tnvent~d by Fourier. But in his
fore, the acceptance of this form of p a a,nst-:ry. It presuPPOses, there-
loving philistines of the Dem.ocr . por~.mzatlOn. The Fourierists, peace
spread this conception just beca~~~e0 a~•• que, as their paper was called
their absolute theoretical unclearnes/ ~~ lIpno~~ous sound. As a result of
slogan. It seemed 80 practical so ' e ~lslan ~orker;; took Over this
The government put it into practice ~o~utoPlan, so .lmme~lately. realizable.
able to, in senseless national public w ke O~lyiliay In which capltalism was
work" was put into action durin th or s. n.. e same way, the "right to
England, through municipal publ~ w:r~otton C~SISof 1861-4. i~ Lancashire,
the hU!lge: and cudgeIIing working colo~ie~~~rll~~~~hny, lt. ~s ~eal!zed in
enthusiastie. As a •• )HIrate demand th ". ht t t e philistina 18 now
realized in any other way. The antin e rlg. 0 work" caDDc:»t~ossibly be
can be accomplished only within fts ow gc~~J~~s dem;nd .by capItalist society-
to work is demanded from ca italism ~ 1 rons 0 extstenee. If the right
conditions and thus what is a~tually ,b~i~;n donly ~e dun der these specified
works, work-houses, and worker colonies. s:mi:I ~ are national public
meant as an indirect demand for the ove ou, ow,:ve~, the slogan be
duction, then,considering the state of thrturn of the capitalist mode of pro-

dl' e movement today it r tco~ar Y regressron, a concession to the "socialist I ,,*. epresen s a
which can have no other purpose tha t k aws - a phrase
cle~r about the tasks which they mu~ s~rTv~fo~he workers conf~~ed and un-
WhlChthese tasks can alone be achieved ...". and the condttioua under
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·Phalanstery i9 the name ot the self-admini t . .
wl>ioh Fourier baaes hia utopian soeiety • ermg commumty ol production on
··Theae are the la••• which Were then' ed d
auppress the socialist movement in Gen!':~. un er the premiership of Bismark to

Marxism and Psychology
60J N face of the present defeat of the labor movement all
. ~ver the. worl~, militant workers feel an increasing need
8Ubjecte~r t~e~~:d~tIlon. 't.~he pnW'nciplesof c1ass struggle are
d' . ca cri ICIsm. e plan to formulate and
ChISCUS8typl~al trend~ of such criticism. The following is a

aractenstIc reûection :

je~ti ~h~ theory of the old labor movement was rational and ob-
inteIPs~~, but the ~asses do not act according to their clearly
inter l~ e eeonomïe nee ds. The ideologies and not the economie
IDa es se~m to be th~ determining factor in the minds of the
th sses. It IS only reahstIc to recognize this fact and to create
th~ ~roparanda and ?rga~iz~tional forms which correspond to
duet n~w edge. ~n !nqulry mto the real motives of mass con-
guid~ 7~~h thedobJecbve of finding instruments to control and to
eve th IS con uct, should therefore become a principal part of

ry eory of class struggle. Psychology seems to have been
-lU-

·····See Marx: CIass Struggles in France 1848-50.
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selected to complete and partly replace the "objective" know-
ledge Marxism has given us.

In spite of their growing influence a. co?sistent . theoret!cal
formulation of these views does not yet exist m Amencal! radical
literature. In Europe, because of the actual" experience . of
fascism we find many attempts to "complete the Marxian
theory ~f class struggle by "social psychology". We take the
theory of some exponents of the Freudian School as represen-
tative of this theoretical current, because the arguments they
give are so far, the most clearly and uncompromisingly formu-
lated Though our criticism will be confined to aspecific theory,
its c~nclusions extend to the general problem indicated.

For the theories we will discuss originate in these general
reflections. They criticize official Marxism for regarding the
development of class struggle as mecha?~caIly dep~nd~nt on
"economic necessities", and for not sufîiciently considering the
importance of the subjective factor in history. It is necessary,
writes Wilhelm Reich, one of the founders of the so-called Sex-
Pol movement to recognize the "ideologies as material power".
In 1932 at lea~t 30 million Germans wanted socialism, nearly the
whole country was antl-capitallstic, yet the victor was fascism,
the saviour of capitalism. "This is not a socio-economic problem
but one of mass psychology". The "lack of understanding of
the psychological factors involved" was one of the .chief reasons
why the German labor movement organi~ation~ were unable ~o
resist fascism (Reuben Osborn). Analytic social psychology IS
therefore considered "essential to Marxists". It will "raise the
quality of revolutionary propaganda and put it on a scientific
level".

I.

Analytic social psychology derives its fundamental .concep-
tions and methods from the theory of human consciousness
Freud developed as a werking basis for his therapy of neuroses.

Freud's genuine discovery concerns the "unconscious". He
found that underlying a11consciousness is a large part of OUT
mind of which we are unaware under ordinary circumstances.
The unconscious contains aIl kinds of forbidden images and
desires. The biological part of personality which eX'pre~se.s it-
self in the desires Freud and the greater number of his disciples
identify mainly ~ith two drives, one ?f self-preservation~,a.n~ t~~
other a broadly conceived sexual drive, the so-called libido",
EverY' living being is dominated by the "desire principle." He
tends to achieve the maximum satisfaction of his impulses. The
desires are irrational and amoral. They are not guided by the
objective possibilities of fulfillment and have no conception of
what is considered right or wrong in society. The "desire
principle" thus clashes with the "reality p~nciple". a c?nftict
which makes it necessary to give up immediäte g'rabification of
the impulses in order to avoid pain.
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In contrast to the drives for self-preservation which in the
main can be delayed only for a relatively short time the sexual
impulses can be considerably postponed. They can' be forced
also into the unconscious (repression,) or their objectives can be
substi.tute~ by other. objectives on differe~t spheres of reality
(sublimation ). WhIle the self-preservation impulses need
material means for satisfaction, the needs of what Freud calls
the libido can be satisfied through the mechanism of sublimation
for instanee by phantasy, The ruling class uses this mechanis~
in order to give the masses the kind of emotional satisfaction
which is sociaIly available. The faculty of the impuls es to adapt
themselves actively and passively to social conditions is the main
concern of this socio-psycholcgical theory. The adaptation is
achieved by the rational and mainly conscious parts of the mind
which act as a kind of organizer of the personality. '

Freud distinguishes a further aspect of the human mind
which he caIls the "super-ego". This conception is one of the
most ambiguous parts of his theory, but because it is considered
especially important for our problem, we cannot avoid dealing
with it here. Freud designates its function mainly as "moral
consciousness and the creator of ideals". The super-ego is
regarded as the projection of social authority in the personality,
as the introverted external force. The child who grows up in the
family encounters the social force in the person of the father.
His reason is not developed sufficiently for adaptation; it is not
yet able to grasp rationaIly the possibilities of mastering the
hindrances with which its desires conflict. The child erects in
himself by indentification with the parents an arbitrary authori-
ty which he adorns with the attributes of moral power, not sub-
jected to rational judgments. Once the super-ego is established
in the child's personality, it will always be projected on the
authorities dominating in society. Man will attribute to the
authorities the quality of his own super-ego and in this marmer
will make them inaccessible to rational criticism. Thus he will
believe in their wisdofn and power in a measure totally indepen-
dent of their actual qualities. The realor propagandized at-
tributes of the authorities in their turn will determine by the
same mechanism the content of the super-ego and become iden-
tified with it. Through th is process of identification the psy·
choanalysts explain how religion, the state, leaders and the
other social fetishes can have such a tremendous influence. They
have the same function in the adult mind the father and mother
had in childhood. And, as the helplees child's fear of punish-
ment was the decisive factor in the formation of the super-ego in
that period, so the existence of direct social force is the decisive
factor in the growth of the super-ego and its identification with
eocial authority. The irrational commands of the super-ego
woutd lose its power, the rational part of the human mind would
easily triumph if the physical social force would cease to fun-
ction.
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As the function of the super-ego can be understood only by
delving into the life history of the personality, the general struc-
ture of personality is, according to Fre~d, .only un<l:erstandable
b an analysis of the development of mstmctual hfe ~hrough
:hich it norma11y proceeds in its adjus~ment with f~mlly and

. ty This is another phase of Freud s theory which seems
~~~heer~trange especia11y in t~e .condense<l:form presented her~.
Only a reproduction of the clinical material would make mam-
fest its empirie proof. The rough outlines of how the psycholo-
gical forces are traeed back to the individual's ~hildhood ho~-
ever, are clear enough. The infant ftrst loves itself, ~hen lts
parents. Freud characterizes its sexual structure m this sec~nd
period with reference to King Oedipus, wl.t0 loved and married
nis mother. After a stage of homesexuahty, the development
passes into the genital heterosexuality of the normal adult. ~ut
the child may not be suffici~ntly f~ee of ~he ties. to one of the m-
tantile objects of his sexuahty. Elther hl::'emot~ons can ~e fixat-
ed there, or because of unpleasant expenences m later life may
regress to one of the earlier emotIonal st~tes. Most ps!~hoses
and abnormal character tralts are r~oted m the recognitîon of
emotional needs which are not permitted to enter eonscrousneas.
They a11represent a retreat fro~ reality.. The., method of
psychoanalysis, with its delving into the h.fe history of t~e
patient makes consciou.s to him the unconscious causes of hls
neurosis and so hel ps him overcome lt.

Because the main development of the instinctual life takes
place in childhood, the research into the psychologi~. stru~ture of
the family is one of the chief purposes of the theones discusaed
here. The roots of morals and religion in man. are reduced to
the influences of education. Th~ metapbzsïcal .cha~acter of
morals is thus dissolved. The whole Ideology of society ISrep~o-
duced in the child during its ft~t four or ftve ye~rs. The ~amlly
is understood as the psychologie agency of soctety. It IS the
factory of ideologies.

The various forms of suppressing its emotional drives in t~e
bourgeois family make the infant timid, susceptible to authonty
and obedient - in a word, it can be educated.

Through the family authoritarian society pro~uces the
authoritarian type of mind. It is the result of an. incomplete
development of emotionallife and a weakness of rational power,
both due to suppressions in childhood typical o~ that form .of
society. The authoritarian attitude is charactenzed through lts
different reactions, depending on whether they .a;e direeted
against a streng or weak individual. .If pers~nah~les. can be
roughly divided into two types, of which one ~s principally ag-
gressive toward those in power and sympathetlc to the helpless,
and the other is in sympathy with the rulers and aggressive to
the oppressed, then the authoritarian type is. a~ 0~V10USrepre-
sentative of the latter. One of its charactens es IS to. suffer
without complaint. But the authoritarian man is amblvalent ;
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h~ loves an~ hates his go.ds.simultaneously and thus often rebels
Blindly agamst the existing power. His irrational revolt
however, does not change his emotional structure or the struc'
ture of society. It merely substitutes a new authority for th~
old. ~he .real revo~ution.ary personality, as contrasted to the
authoritarian type, IS rational and open to reality; in other
words, represents the fullgrown adult who is not governed
throug~ a combination of fear of punishment and desire for ap-
probation by paternal authority. His heroism lies in the chang.
ing of the material world - the heroism of the authoritarian
type in submission to destiny,

The more the contradictions. in society grow, the blinder
and more uncontrollable the social forces become, the more
catastrophes as war and unemployment overshadow the life of
the individual, - the stronger and more widespread becomes
the ~I?oti(:malstr~cture of the. authoritari~n personality. lts final
abolition IS conceivable only m the eradication of the planless-
ness of social life and the creation of a society in which men
order their life rationally and actively.

80 the findings of the psychoanalysts show that the planles-
ness in economics produces and is reproduced by men whose
psychic structures are also planless. They are bound and sub-
jected to the ruling c.lassthrough the unconscious and, therefore,
uncontrollable emotional forces, and through the irrational
power of the conventional creeds they erected in themselves.
Only the diminishing of these irrational ties, the increasing of
rationality - can strengthen the ability of men to change the
social conditions. Only a kind of propaganda and organization
takes this into account will be capable of achieving a real
revolutionary effect. As long as the masses tolerate a propa-
ganda made up of ideelogtcal slogans and revolutionary organi-
zations built on blind loyalty to leaders, the level of class con-
sciousness necessary for a radical change of the ruling order is
not attained. ~

li.
In considering the psychoanalysts' description of the mind

of the individual in capitalism, we see that their flndings do not
oppose the criticism of society given by the Mandan theory.
Beca use a criticism of psychoanalysis itself is not our concern
here, we restriet ourselves to a few remarks on this point. There
ISI!-0doubt that the super-ego hypothesis meets many objections.
It I.Ssometimes unclear and inconsistent in Freud's own presen-
tatton, but it contributes to the investigation in the psychological
problem of authority.

. Th~ psycho-genetic conception of rnan's personality with ita
dlssolubon into a bundle of drives and its obvious simplifications
of these drives is also open to criticism. These theoretical
weaknesses are due to the fact that the basis of clinica 1 observa-
tions on which psychoanalysis has been built is too narrow to in-
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terpret the complex human and social actlvities it undertakes to
explain. The practical psychiatrist, in drawing his bold genera-
lizations from a constricted field of observations, often simply ex-
tends the intellectual attitude he had toward his patient. 'I'his
is made possible by the conditions of our society which present
a picture similar to the abnormal case in psychiatry. This abnor-
mality of society which the Freudians with their method of in-
quiry find reflected in the individual, is the subject of Marxian
analysis.

However, the conclusions of the psychoanalytic theory a!
we developed them here are not a c c e p t e d by the over-
whelming majority of its adherents. Neither Freud nor most of
his disciples maintain these viewpoints. Because they accept
bourgeois society as permanent, they do not believe in the pos-
sibiIity of changing the objective force-relationships which, aa
we explained, are decisive factors for the existence of the emo-
tional structure. They vacillate between a progressive bour-
geois attitude of the 19th century and the misanthropic pes-
simism of modern authoritarian society. Freud himself, as weIl
as many of his most renowned disciples, tends more and more to
a nihilistic attitude. This is partly due to the constructive ten-
dency of the psychoanalytic theory which allows numero us in-
tellectual loopholes.

Yet a consistent interpretation of man's emotional structure,
on the basis of psychoanalysis, can only lead to a materialistic
explanation of the individual in society. Erich Fromm justly cri-
ticizes the forma listi c parallel Freud draws between the
helplessness of the child in the family and the adult in face of
social forces. This is not only a parallel but a complicated in-
terconnection. It is not the biological helplessness of the small
child which is the decisive factor in its specific need for a definite
form of authority, but it is the social helplessness of the adult,
determined by his economie situation, which molds the biologica I
helplessness of the child and which thus influences the concrete
form of the development of authority in the child. Only if the in-
fluences of the economie conditions on the libidinous impulses
are sufficiently considered can the mental behavior of the in-
dividual be adequately interpreted.

A social psychology which, on this scientific basis, attempts
to explain the socially relevant, common psychic structures of
individuals in a group must be in accordance with the Marxian
interpretation of society. The conformity of its results with the
revolutionary eriticism of society will not be due only to the
general analogy between the neurotie person and our disorganiz-
ed society. For, the larger the group considered, the more are
the common life experiences of its members, from which it ex-
plains social behavior, identical with the socio-economie situa-
tion which is the subject of the critical theory of society.

In this identity lies the strength of ana!ytic social psycholo-
gy and its crucial weakness. It is extremely questionab!e if the
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"results" achieved so far by this theory in explaining social be-
havior are really the outcome of its genuine research. It seems
rather that the cart were put before the horse, that it is not
social psychology which serves Marxian analysis but the latter
which hel ps our psychology find its concrete conceptions. And
in fact, the Marxian critical interpretation of the dehumanized
existence of man under capitalism leads to a much more com-
prehensive understanding of the human traits and relationships
which are decisive for the changing of society.

But how far removed has official Marxism become from this
practical task! The Marxists and the Marxian psychoanalysts
vie with each other in formalistic attempts to prove that the
"rnethods" of their respective "sciences" are identically
"dialectic". They waste their time in ascertaining the "philoso-
phical parallels between the materialist conception of history
and the dynamic and genetic character of Freud's understand-
ing of the individual". The symptom formation in neuroses is
discovered as "dialectic in nature". "The ego acts as a synthesiz-
ing agent". The development of the libido is regarded as a
"process in which the accretion of quantitative change some-
times yields suddenly to qualitative transformation". How
futile such discussions are, even from a limited scientific view-
point, we will exemplify in one instanee which Osborn greatly
expatfated upon. He asks himself how the undialectical
character of conscious representations are compatible with the
"basically dialectical character of human thought". As solu-
tion of the riddle, he proposes that the dreams, the undisturbed
expression of the unconscious, form the dialectical opposite of
the waking thought process. The rational agency in man
strengthens the repression of the emotions by exaggerating the
incompatibility of its dialectical tendencies with conscious stan-
dards. Because reality is usually unable to offer unconditional
gratification of the impulses, man's reason exaggerates the
harshness of reaIity and represents it as rigid and unchanging
in order to strengthen the repression of the drives.

Determining for the logical structure of our every-day
thinking and for the distinction between primary and seeondary
quaIities in natural scienees, is not our emotional meehanism but
the necessity to order the stream of appearanees of the outside
world for the purpose of dominating it. This domination is fur-
t~er possible only on the basis of the adequacy of our concep-
bons and the objects we grasp through them. To explain the
structure of these conceptions in terms of areaction formation
against man's impulses is simply nonsense. The function of the
structure of conceptions in natural seiences as weIl as in our
daily life must be explained primarily in terms of the social
Purpose both have to fulfill.

We understand that the assurance of its "dialectieal"
eharaeter is the official state ticket for any "science" to be ad-

-27-



mitted in Russia. But also, outside of that country and its sub-
jects here and else.where,such d!scussions r e v e a I the
degeneration of Marxism to academie concerns. We therefore
do not wonder that J ohn Strachey hails this part of Osborn's ex-
position as "his most exciting theoretical discovery."

nl.
The social psychoanalysts understand the practical function

of their theory as a means of "activizing the masses". They
want to help in the development of class consciousness by formu-
lating and articulating the emo!ional needs of the masses. ~s
they are especially concerned with the sexual needs, they. mam-
tain th at it is particularly important to expose the reactIonary
social function of sexul morals and religion. By such propaganda
they think they will be able to dissolve bourgeois ideologiea and
thus undermine "one of the principal pillars of capitalism-the
willingness of the masses to bear social suppression and ex-
ploitation". The fate of the revolution is always decided by the
broad "unpolitical" mass. The revolutionary energy emerges
from every-day life. "Therefore", they proclaim, "politicalize
the private life, the market, movies, dance halls, luna parks,
bedrooms, bowling alleys, pool parlors !"

Although they admit that the socio-economie relationships
determine the structure of the mass impulses in the ultimate
degree, the psychoanalysts believe that the actual revolutioniz-
ing of the masses must primarily concern itself with the
ideological superstructure of society. They justify this opinion
with their psychological knowledge of the class-stabilizing ~ffect
of the emotional ties which bind the masses to the dommant
leaders and ideologies. They are convineed that the present
trend to fascism empirically sustains their theory and actual
proposals.

In liberal society the authority was veiled to the individual.
His lack of freedom was hidden from him by his acceptance of
the fetishes of prices, property and law relationships as natural
forces. That was the false consciousness which Marx had in
mind when he analyzed the role of fetishism in bourgeois
economics. This disguise disappears more and more. The
direct and brutal authority of the totalitarian state economies is
the direction in which present society is tnoving. It took all the
efforts of the Marxists to "unmask" as Lenin called it, the false
consciousness, to show the fetishistic character of legal equality,
of bourgeois democracy, of religion, and primarily of the corn-
modity. Now, all these fetishes are faIling,-~he mass~s do not
rush to the defense of "their" democracy, "their" equahty before
the law, "their" freedom of exchange on the market or before
God or even "their" political leaders! That, our psychoanalysts
carmot understand! There must be something wrong with the
Marxian theory, they reason, and this they elieve to have
discovered in the "economistic" tendency of official Marxism.
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There is no doubt that various schools of contem-
porary Marxism have joined the ruling class in the fabrication
of ideologies. The objectivistic tendency in a certain direction
of this Marxism is nothing but an expression of its ideological
turning. But the psychoanalysts we discuss here are by no
means justitied in their objection because it is just their failure
to recognize the werkers' basic economie dependence on the
ownérs of the means of production which characterizes their
views. The aeeeptanee of this. economie authority by the work-
ers was the basic relationship of the liberal system as weIl as
it is the basis of the totalitarian society. As long as the masses
regard this authority in production as necessary, as long as they
do not rebel against it, so long will the leadership of the ruling
class remain unshaken. That the existence of irrational authori-
tarian ties is also a factor which strengthens the deeper econ-
omic relationship will not be denied. But to believe that now
when the fabrication of ideologies is increasingly the product
of centralized agencies with the most efficiënt technical means,
to believe that just now the main effort must be placed on agita-
tion in the sphere of the super-structure is to invite a tilt with
windmills.

The present change in the socio-economie structure brings
about a condition in which the self-explanation and justifica-
tion of the society becomes a conscious production, even in cap-
italism; and because the contradictions of capitalist production
are intensified daily, the ideological rationalizations which dis-
guise them become increasingly removed from reality. Just now,
when the appearance seems more than ever to prove the deel-
sive "material influence of the ideologies," the decision is total-
ly dependent on a change in the economie relationahip.. It is
not only impossîble but also unnecessary to fight the propagan-
da agencies Of the totalitarian rulers with their own weapons.
These ideologies will break down as rapidly as they are now
accepted by the masaes. Their inconsistency with reality will
become openly apparent at the moment the masses are forced
to face the material overthrow of society. More than ever must
the critica] theory concern itself with this fundamental material
change. More than ever is this theory bound to the develop-
ment of the consciousness of that class which holds the key po-
sitions in the mechanism of production. And the direction of
this development is prescribed by the necessity of clearing up
the very simple questions concerning these basic social relation-
ships. The moment the workers take over the means of pro-
duction, they will control also the production of propaganda.
The production of ideologies will be replaced by the systematic
and all-embracing rationale of public self-interpretation. The
masses wiIl work in common effort to develop and clarify the
PrincipJes which wiIl determine the production and organiza-
tion of society.
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The overemphasis of the sexual factor becomes especially
apparent in the kind of propaganda the Sex-Pol movement pro-
poses. But apart from that, the ineffectiveness of their attempt
to tie a radical propaganda to the emotional needs of the mas-
ses is easily demonstrated by their own theory. This theory
indicates that the special structure of the libidinous impulses
which determine the attitude of the masses toward the authori-
ties is wholly dependent on the social force these authorities
represent. Thus they will always be capable of using the mech-
anism of repression and sublimation for their ends. This very
faculty of the sexual impulses to adapt themselves to social
conditions makes them much less fit to be used as a lever for
revolutionary propaganda than self-preservation impulses. We
certainly do not believe that the very complex problem of class
consciousness can be adequately interpreted by a simplüying
drive theory. But on the basis of such a forma I division of man's
emotional life the hunger drive will be of much greater influ-
ence for any insurrection than the easily adaptable sexual im-
pulse. Furthermore, the socio-psychologie theory emphasizes
the importanee of childhood, especially of the first four or five
years of lüe, for the development of the power of ideologies in
man. If, therefore, the dissipation of ideelogies in the masses
must be acondition for the overthrow of society, the logtcal con-
clusion would be that we must first reform the family or, in oth-
er words, that we must revolutionize the kindergarten to effect
a social revolution. This would be even worse than the old well-
known social democratie illusion that the social revolution pre-
supposes the "revolutionary man" who can only be the outcome
of a long process of mass education.

The psychoanalysts' proposal practically lead to a prop-
aganda of substitute satisfactions for certain impulses which can
be supplied within the frameworkof capitalist society. Th.is
political propaganda is not new. It has always been used m
the old labor movement. lts fundamental ideas were the basis
of the tremendous organizations for singing, hiking, dancing,
gymnastic and a11other purposes--except the earnest prepara-
tion of fighting capitalism-which nearly all the worker organ-
isations in Germany engaged in before 1933. However, the
real social function of this "revolutionary" education and its
practical achievements became apparent in Hitler's "Kraft
durch Freude" (Strength through Joy).

BOOK REVIEWS
REUBEN OSBORN, "Freud and Mars".

EqUÎDOXCo-operatiye Pre •• , New Vork, 1937; %SSpp.; $2.50.

Osborn's book is as far as we know, the first comparative study in
English of the do~es of Freud and Marx. He gives a survey of both
theories, whieh in the manner of our modern Moscow an otators IS composed
chiefly of quotations.
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Hi~ ~ormalistic compar}son of the two doctrines consists primariI)' in
asce~mlDg. ~hether Freu~ S theory. and ,the human m~nd as described by it
~ dialeetie : One o~ h~s exploratIons In search of dialeeties we discussed
m another artdele of. this ISSue. .Osbom's superficial comparison does not
touch.on the the.ore~lcal connectIons between the two theories, on the basis
of w:h1Chan appbcabon of psychoanalysis as social psychology could alone he
possible and of any concern for the worker.

In the last cbapter .of his book, Osbom gives "some applications" of
wbat h. leamed from bis eomparison, His study of the emotional strueture
of .man leads him to the recognition "that the need for leadership is
uDlv~rsa1" (p. ~66) ", Leadership, he defines as "the faculty to stand in the
emotIonal relatIonship of the father of childhood days" (p. 264). Thus he
concl1;Ideswe must give the masses what they are accustomed to, We must
eonseiously develop leaders by "idealizing for the masses some one individu al
to whom t~ey. will turn ~or.support, whom they williove and obey" (p. 266).
To t~e obJt;ctIon tba~ t~lS IS only a form of fascist demagogy, he repIies that
fascism satIsfies .ubJeetn,ely the same needs as does communism. And wbat
does Stalin, the great father and leader of the iron eohorts of the world
revolution say about the objective conditions in the fatherland of the
proletariat? He says, and Osbom quotes this statement, that "the role of so-
called objective conditions has been reduced to a minimum, whereas the role
of our organizations and of their leaders bas become decisive, exceptional"
(p. 273). These sentences are not essentially different from those we are
accustomed to hear from similar fathers of similar socialist countries who
stress the "primacy of politics over economies", And who does not remember
his fust father-substitute in grade school preaching - "men make history".

In the article already referred to, we demonstrated that Osbom's eon-
clusions eannot claim to resuIt from a psychoanalytic interpretation of the
authoritarian relationship. On the contrary, the analysis of social authority
shows that the maintaining of the emotional ties which bind the masses to
leaders and ideologies only weakens their faculty for revolutionary activities.

A{!.a further application of the "unity" he achieved between psycho-
analysis and Marxism, Osbom justifies point by point the whole party line of
the C. P. He deIivers "psyehological" arguments for the united front poliey
and proposes to "associate the present struggle of the masses with the heroie
figures of the past" (p. 268), - the national heroes of the bourgeoisie. This
proposal which in the sphere of the individual's personal life means a preaer-
vation of a11the moral and authoritarian ties to capitalist society reveals witb
especial clarity the fascistic social content of the ideas he promulgates. And
as a final consequence he does not forget to mention that his psychology can
serve aIso to "free the soctaIist movement of the influence of dangerous anel
undesiràble elements" (p. 283) whose "main tactic consÏ8ts in fieree
denunciations of parliament and labor leaders" (p. 282). Thus Osborn is
aware that to carry out the ''revolutionary'' program he defends, it is
necessary to liquidate the revolutionists, psychologically now, physicall,.
later.

UPTON SINCLAIR, ·'The Flivver King."
StatioD A., Pa.adeDa, C.lifornia. 119 pp.; 25c

~Pton Sinclair is primarily a pamphleteer, and only incidentally a
novel.lst. His novels are only the mediums for his message. His thesis does
n.ot Mse out of the lives of his characters; rather, the lives of his characters;
~Ise out of his thesis. Consequently, the careers of his people are quite
.;.ften unnatura11y distorted, as in this pamphlet, where the three sons of a
1trd Worker develop, respectively, into a gangster, a Babbit, and a militant
~ or organizer, and his novels, though marked occasionally by passages of
e <>quence and beauty, are little more than social tracts. Yet as a
pamphleteer Sinclair has lew equals.
th It is his capacity for collecting data and offering them in readable form

at makes Sinclair so able a propagandist. Tbe autbor describes here hov
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the competitive struggle has warped a young, ambitious inventor into a
vicious and miserly exploit er of men. From this outline of Ford's career,
we carry away some interesting facts, not the least important of which are
nis $300,000 donation to the Nazi Party treasury, and his employment of.
"some of the worst gangsters of this city," to quote a mayor of Detroit, for
the purpose of smashing a11 attempts to unionize the Ford workers, and of
manhandling labor organizers.

But Sinclair's ability to amass and marshal data is not accompanied by
a strength of insight and analysis. He still beIieves that the cause of crises
is overproduction relative to purchasing power, and he still feels that
capitalism can be voted out of existence. On aIl economie questions his ap-
proach is that of the middle-class mind.

And with this middle-class ideology Sinclair's behavior is quite con-
sistent. Lacking a proletarian base, he has drifted into strange spheres for
a socialist fighter. Weneed mention for iIIustration only his more flagrant
behavior: his support of the first world was and his support and leadership
of the Epic movement-a movement that was Utopian because, within the
bounds of capitalism it would have operated industries in behalf of the
workers, and that was fascist because it advocated government regulation of
business by the state. Thus, in the two most critical periods of recent bistory
-an imperialist war and an industrial crisis--Sinclair bas done mucb to
befuddle tbe workers.

Today, in this pamphlet, he supports Roosevelt and the C. 1. O. and Is
apparently unaware that the measures .sponsored by Roosevelt have only one
purpose-the preservation of the pro fit system; and that the workers'
movement "starting," to use his own words, "in a thousand different places,
born of the werkers' desperate needs" was led by the C. 1. O. only to one
end - the advancement of its leaders' ambitions. Like many another
petty-bourgeois inte11ectual, Sinclair deserts to tbe enemy in the moments
of crisis.

Apart from these lapses, Sinclair has been urging hum a n i t y
towards the socialist commonwealth for the past thirty-five years. For
thirty-five years he has been throwing his paper missiles against the battle-
ments of capitalism and crying against its outrages. Yet this ene-man
iiterary barrage seems to have left no impress on present-day America. The
explanation for Sinclair's futility lies not in Sinclair or his works, but
in the objective conditions. Sinclair himself is but an expression of a stage
in American economie development that fostered the reformism charac-
terizing the radical lab or and union organizations.

, I
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Bruce Minton and John Stuart, "MEN WHO LEAD LABOR"
Modern Age Book; 1937. 270 pp. 3Sc

. This book, containing short biographies of W. Green, J. L. Lewis, H.
Bridges, D. Dubinsky, S. Hillmann and ethers, is written by two inspired
Peoples Front politicians. The party line within the C. P. today is here
clearly visible. Nothing that will commit the authors to any decisive stand
is uttered. Editors of the New Muaea, they support anybody who is willing,
no matter how vaguely, to pay lipservice to the fight for democracy and
against fascism, and who wiIl lend his mouthpiece to the coming Farmer-
Labor Party. The past of such people as J. L. Lewis is forgiven and
forgotten and he is celebrated as the "Samson of Labor". The dramatiza-
tion of the "leaders" is copied from the Russian example. The question of
organization is of no greater concern than the choiee between "good" and
"bad" leaders; whoever fits in the prevailing political sehemes of the C. P. is
goed, and is booked as progressive. The book serves weIl to demonstrate the
fact that the present-day trade union movement in America, in a11 its
different forms, does no longer fulfill the present not t mention the coming
needs of the working class,
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