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THE END or A STRlKE1

,What are the resUlts of the reoen~ auto strike? To
Seoretary Perkina the eettlement between General Moto,re
and the Union ia an achievement creditable to both par-
ties and the "finest exampla in labor history of ooop-era.tion between Sta.te and Federa.l offio ia1a. 11 Bo th sides
are to be congra.tula.teda.a fa.r as the liberal bourgeois-
ie ia conoerned. William Green of the Amarioan Federa-
tion of Labor conaiders-the a~ttlement a eurrender of
the Lewis unions a.nd a defeat for the whole working
olass. The auto strn'\ot'oOs'a.nd their union olaim vlo tory,
In reallty, the strlkv settlement was a oompromlee:both
ta.otions wanted, to brlng the atrike to a.n end a.nd, at
the same time, sa.ve their faoes. The original dema.nds
of the union were reject~d but ths sttibbornnese ot Qen-
elal Motors' offioials was somewha.t broken,For the next
six months,'the ind1vidual plant managers in about twen-ty enterprises will a.ooept the unlon a.s the bargaining
a.genoy for their members. Llttle was ga.ined for the
workers in ths reoent auto strike; lt ooUld have been
less: nor woUld it mean muoh ii it had been more.
Unlon workers a.re paid higher wa,ges than those unorgan-
lzed. The unlons are job trusts, holding or attemptingto hold a.monopoly politlon to ma,inta.lnhigher wages
tor their members regar~ess of tbs posltlon of the rea'of the workers. Union workers are l1kewise a.mlnority,
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and it is worthwhile for the ruling olass to grant
them privileges, the result of which kaeps the work-
ing class divided, Privileges granted unionized
workers including higher wages, are not very oostly,
for what is given the unions oan be taken from the low-
paid ununionized majority,
Tbe dapression and inoreasing unamployment weakened
the A.F. of L. The diaintegration of thia organization
was in sight when the National Reoovery Aot stopped
the process of its decline, The government favored or-
ganized labor in order to enforce its policy of ·fair
pómpetition " whioh meant ruination to the smaller en-
terprises, ~educing their profits and helping big.busi-
ness to pull thru the depression eaaier. ~e curblng of
competition and the growing power of monopolies makes
the workers powerless, Competition on the labor-market,
forqed upon the workers by necessity, bringa about low
wages. The gains of the big enterpr~ses made by those
low Wa~es beoame so great that the reduction of compe-
tition~ became in reality an increase in out-throat
oompetition This situation had to be reversed ir.order
to secure a'degree of balance in society. Too muoh had
been given to big business, and scciety is more than
just big bua tneee , The N,R.A, eliminated eome of the
proflts of the smaller capitalists.The government,there-
fore had to reject the N.R.A. or it would have becoms
too destructive, In other words, the gov~rnment had to
take back some of the gains from big capltal and return
them to the smaller capitalists.
The increased unionization of workers in some of the in-
dustries was supposed to check the ruthless policy of
big capital; to keep big capital in cheo~ ~f the latter
should interfere with the general necessltles of capi-
talism. Furthermore, Roosevelt and his administration
favored industrial un$ons because the craft unions do
not fit into the requirements of big business. Craft
unions are too lmpraotical, a waste of energy, money and
efficienoyat this period of capitalist development,Con-
vineed that unions can be controlled sufficiently, RoOS~-
velt made his well-known promises to Lewis,The big trus s
play too important a role in present-day society but are
not as yet weIl enough coordinated with the general needs
of oapitalism. These trusts might embarrass the govern-
ment at any time and make it difficult to rule wisely.
Therefore industrial unions, if properly eontrolled,
would beehme an instrurnen~ of the government, ~o bal~~e
and safeguard itself against attaeks from the. eo~~om t
royalists." That is why we have the amusing Sltua lO~e~n_
this time, namely: the best eapitalist poliey a~dbgo ths
ment that bus iness can have are not onl.y oppoae fYth
amaller bourgeoisie but alBO by a large sefotion °N R ~bi oa i -I,al La ta , The fonner were afraid 0 a new • , •
de~ign~d·to cut down more of the extra profita of small
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capital, whioh paradoxieally, eau be made during times
of crisis. Big capitalists, on the other hand realized
tha,t the eoordinating attempts of the goverrun~nt would
iorair the rapid and upward tr;lnd of the ti -profite, 'l'hey
ff,aNd the governn:ent 'a re~'..lSalto serve b:tg oapita.l ex-
cl~sively. Reoognizing in ~he government's Support of
the C,I.O. a threat against them, big oapitaliata tried
th6ir own power of attempting to oppose the governmentts
Labo r policy.

The government has not as yet settled its labor polior
definitely, It operates with the existent tendenoies
and forces, with an experimental attitude. It will
neithar spaak aga~nst nor foater unionization. It will
not, unless absolutely neeessary, unmask lts real ehar~
acter to aid big capita.l openly in Sl.Ü..lduinglabar strug-
gles. The government will ~~~iu r.neut=al" to a eertain
extent, watohing the development uf aituations and en-
forcing ita own poliey by taking advarrta.gaof ritta in
various groupa of oPPosing interests. Of late, the war
danger makes it neceasary for the government to show a
more friendly attitude toward labor in order to be able
to create proper unity should the war-need ariss sudden-~y,

The workers know that union wagea are higher wages and
will, therefore, at first strike for higher wages by the
familiar tmion form, In the big industries such as steel,
,aui:omoblle, rubber, eto., craft uniona are useless. Tha
industrial form Was shown by the United Mir.e W0rkers.Or-
ganizing en induatrial lines in the so-ealled èatiie or
key industries waS looked upon as a more perman~nt war
t? secure better living conditions. More of a modeT.n at-
tltude, taken from ths trade·-union experienC";a of Euro-
pean capitalists, made one part of the eapitalist class
agreeable to unionization even on ~ induatrial scale,In
the.long run, unionization is just as aeoeptable to ths
rUl~ng elass aS waS the èight-hour day or the social se.
Ourlty aot, But'the bourgeoisie is not unified. It is
forced te always act only on its immediate individualproblems,

The foregoing changes will take time. Labor organiza-
tions and werkers' action, which find the support of
ene part of the ruling elasa, hastens the establishment
of the new lnatruments in labor relat10n polioies. The
upward trend in business reoognition by part of the
A.J;'. of L, that union ;poiicy had to change or the union
w01l1d dlaappear, the sUppO~t ing at tituda 0 f the govern-
~ent, strUggle for control in the union movement itself.

eSlre of the workers to fight pauper1zat1on, new in-
creased productivity - all these factors brought about
the exlstence of the C.I.G. and the strike wave,in whioh
the more effe ot ive weapona suoh as th e si t•.down were
tr1ed out on & larger scala, The strlkG-.).nthe automobile. .
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induatry was a 8truggle of more than forty days.As ths
New Yo=k Times wrote, ••••by more apprehenslon thanylo1enee, more threats than aetlon, and a multitude of
eonfarl3noee." None of the real <iemands, expressed in
wages, working hours and oond1t1ons were won. In 80ma
éf the plants oompromise left the workers' real demande
tp be met by further negotiat1ona between union offi-
oials and officials of General Motors.
Np strike can ever be lost from a revolutionary point
ot view; not only beoause daily oonfliots are preo1se-
ly the way in wh10h olass oonsoiousness devslops among
the 'workers and that those oonfliots make ior experi-
enee and are a neoessary prerequisite to greater and
more intense struggles, but also because eaoh 1088 in
profits by withholding labor power sh&rpens the oontra-
dietions within oapitalism and foroes the olass strugg1es
to keener issues. Therefore, the strike, from & revolu-
tlonary viewpolnt, was not lost. It was a oheap comprom-
iee from a union point of view. It was not a deieat;for
the union leaders were able to save their faoes and ths
etrikers d1splayed to a great extent an exoellent fight-
1ng spirit, a spirlt whioh does not even beoloud their
lllusionary outlook towarde the value of the C.I.O. in
spite of the oompromlse whieh had to be made. The newly
adopted and in the m~antime already often repeated slt-
down method in Flint (oompare Council Correspondenoe
Vol. III, No. '2.) ls an ach1evement of great importanoe,
with unaceountable revolutionary poSSibl1ities.The work-
ers aoted, and in so doing oreated for themselves, to an
extent, the instruments whioh shall be most neoessary to
them ln ths future. The C.I.O. ls a1ready recognizable
as an organ1zation whloh wil1 in the last instance serve
th. interests of the rUling 01as8. There remains,however,
the strike itself and tbs fighting spirit of ths workers
behind the present organlzation fetish. The 111usions of
workers wlthin the C.I.O. will be ehattered in tims$ for
lt ls impossibla to organize a majority of werkers and
seoure for this majority what ths C.I.O. oa11s an '!mer-
ican standerd of living". If workers &re to ~8 organized
lnto an independent organization, then this organization
will not be tbe pressnt-day union; for suoh an organlza-
tion cannot funetion for long. The reason betng that
capitallsm ls unable to better the living oonditlons of
ths majority of workers. Ths unions can only grow so
long as it is objectively pos81ble to inorease the wages
by a simultaneously faster increase in produotlvity. To-
day ths produotl~ity cannot be raised suffloiently to en-
able capital to glve a blggar share of oommoditles to the
workers. Wbile t~e unlons may be able to d$velop further
to some extent, th.y wlU in time lose the oharaoter ofbelng labor organizat1ona of any v&lue to its members.Unlon ideology wi~l De destroyed in the aotual struggl.for union1zation its.lt. There la no hope ior the work-ers and no danger to th. oapitallste th&t the C.I.O. or
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any other labor orga.nizatlon may b.oOl4e foroeful Th.
present st.el drive is UClikely te laad to bette; rs-
sul ts, no more so than tbs past &utomob11e strae Lew1aand Company knew quiie RU where the limits are ·Thew111 be sat isfi8d to have a part of the workers ~rgan.!
lzsd and to seoure privileges tor this part at the oost
of ths massee. Even in suqh a sltuatlon they w11l be
able to exist, but only ii they keep w1thin oapit&l.ist
boundarie., W1th thle 1n mind, the C.I.O. in lts own
lnterests w111 turn ag.a1nst its over-s~thuslaatl0 mam-
bsrs and beooae 11k. ths A.F. of L., a hindranoe to the
emancipatlon ot the working olass. ln splte of tbs taot
that today 1t ls also q ezpresslon of ths aapirationa
of the working Ol&8S; even though tbe workers stlll .move in the dark.
Kaanwhila, the loOtion of ths workers, their direot &0-
tlvlty, is &8 important for the present as tt 18 ior
the futura. !:aoh strike must bs supported even 1f ths
atrlkers want 80 11ttle as the reoognltion of their
Jmion, and thi8 pal try measure seemB today a great deal
to the working olase.Ea.ob strike must be used to help
develop ths 8elt-lnitlat1ve o'f ths w()1"kera,te point
out that they themselves are &ble to deal wlth their
own problemsi tha~ they are best led and servèd when
they lead and serve themeelves. Ncw that the &utomoblle
strije is ove~, let us prepare ior mor~ etrikes -- for
anyth lng that wl11 bring olua-struggle to the reoognl-tion of every werker.

=;::===== = :; = = :: = =
Tbs next iSBue of Counol1 Oorrespondenoa
wl11 contain au artl01e on "Trotsky and
Pro1etarian Dlctatorship"; a180 an artiole
on 'Shop Delegations in Franoe". as wellas other intaresting subjecte.

::::::::::::::::::

Don"t let your subsorlptlon expire. Send
in youx reLewal at onee.

Internat ionaJ CO\lne:!.lOorrespondenoe
1237 N, Calif~rnia Ave.,aoicago, UI.
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SuPREME COURT REFORM
New Blood in the Judiciary

Rooseveltts proposal to revamp the federal judiciary
is an attempt to remove an obstaole from the path offurther socäa), legislation dictated 'oy the inoreasing
contradictions in the capitalist method of produotion.
Tha Presidentts plan in the main is to increase the
number of justices of the supreme court from nine to
fifteen; and thia proposal has reaulted in divergent
views among those in opposition to it, each opposing
point of view claiming to safeguard democracy.

Those Against the Reform
Groupa opposlng ths President 'a plan are the Republio-
au party( bar associations, the Liberty League (big
business), bourgeois liberals, as weIl as a number of
senators and congressmen in Roosevelt's own party,with
whom -the Chief" holds many conferences in the hope of
bringing them around to his way of thinking.
The main opposing view is held by those who assert
that the President has already too much leeway in
governmental affaire; that if congresa authorizes him
to appoint six new justices to the court all funotions
of government will oe vested in one man. The six ap-
p01nteea will be quite dependable upon the President's
vlewpoints; they will net whittle away the Chief's re-
form schemes oy their interpretations of the Conatitu-
tion. Two senators think the reform in this respect so
drastic a measure that they have offered a oompromi~e
program 1nstead.
Another reason ior opposing the reform ls ths manner
in which the President presente his preposal. This sac-
tion of the oppoa1tion are ·stickers" for form. Their
opinion 1s that if the supreme court is to have f1ftean
inatead of nine justices, then let this addition bs
made, after due delioeration, oy ~ amendment to ths
Conatitution ~nd not oy a show of hands oy oongr eae ,Nota that this view does not oppoae ths judiclary chang
itaelf, but ths PresldentlB method in attempting to mathe change. They aay, alf you insist upon having tiftsen
juaticss, then Mr. President by all means go aoout suchwork with a little more care; tor we are a democratiepeople and oppoee to the last d1g any a.ttempt at elim1n-ating our rights aoeorded ua oy ths Oonstitution. Your
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scheme is, in no aense, an issue with ua In man
pects we find it quite laudable. What we'deploreYi~SS-
your teChnique, the outoome of whioh Will ·be the most
dangerous attack upon the government sstablished by thepeople, for the people, stcet.ra, etceteraft.

Those in Favor of -the R8torm
Those in tavor of judioial reor~anizatlon are ths labor
leaders 1n the ~erican Federat10n of Labor, the Commit-
tee for I?duatrlal Organlzation and in the Labor Defense
League. Tne Progress1ves and Farmer-Laoorites are alsoon the President's eide.
The labor leaders' tight fpr the additional judioiary .
power colnoidea with La_isf dri~e to woonso1idateW la-
bor. In faot, tbe Preeident must rely chietly upon la-
bor (and farm lobbies) to put preasure o~ ths members
of oongress in his beh&lf. Tbe support pt Lewis is a
foregone conolusion; for Lewis must balance his aooounts
with the President ~or the latterle so-oalled support of
the C.I.O. in the recent automobi1e strike Furthermore
labor leaders ~ook in no favorable light uPon the prea-'ent justicss who invallda.ted in ths past a numbsr of
thair pet 80eia1 legis1ative meaeures. In sUpporting ths
measure, l~bor leaders unanimously agree (1) that ths
propoaal in aotual prae tiee W111 not tmIcel' w1 th the
.Conetitution, neit~er w111 1t ourb the s,upreme court nol'
~estroy the oonstitutlonalrights ot the people;(2) that
lof ths bill is not paased bIl oongress immsdiately the
President ia aure to be frustrate4 in his l~rge pfogramot eoonomio reoovery.

BaUVlop 101" and Äg&inst th. Issue
ConSidered from tbe standpolnt ot their own merlt, the
~p1ni~ns pro and oon are contradiotory In thelr attaot
on ~ne anoth&r, both sid8s ot the oamp'emplOY ths sameaba lIr~otphraseol,ogy, aimilar in tone to oampaign oall y-
h~c. Those in oppo81tion to ths measure charge that the
~~form ~s nothing short of poliUOal dsbauoherYi thate ohoice ot th$ peopl. is an lndependent supreme
oourt ~nd ~moorat10 government, not a one-man govern-men t Wl.th a ruboer.-atamp supreme oourt. Those who sup-
port the reorganlzation plan ma1ntain that there already
~xlste a handful of juatloes who exoeed their lawful au-
lhor1ty oy el&vating the1r own personal opinions conoern-
t~g ?o~nomlo or soci&! pelioy aoove the Constitution ofue Unl.tedStates. oy sta.mping ftunconstitutional- those
naCeS3ary legislat1ve measures proposed oy Roos.velt and
passed by oongress; Buoh a9 the N.R.A., A.A.A., ths
~':4fey Coal Aot, the RaUway Pensions Aot, the New Yort~l.nimum Wage Law, moratorium on farm mortgages'and thatWo b111s at present in the mill are 1ikely to 'bs oon-
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sldered unoonstltutlonal - the Ptibll0 Utlllty Aot ot
1935 and the Wagner Labor Rel~tlons bill.
A reply to the foregotng is, "We have a llberal court
wlth statesmanllke aohlevements ~o lts oredit, -- the
reoiprooal trade agreements, forelgn polioYL revislon
of the banking laws, reorganization of the ~·ederal Re-
serve System, regulation of the Stook Exchange,control
of xhe issuanoe of seouritles, to say nothing of ths
6001a1 seourity legielationft•

Ths Supreme Court ls a Bulwa.rk of ca.pitaJ.lsm
The judicial, 1egis1ative and exeoutive functions of
the government ariee from the socla1 relations of cap-
ltalist produetion. This three-f01d superstruoturs can-
not extend beyond the materia.l boundaries of oaplta1ist
produotion from whioh it springe. Ths supreme oourt is
the most important part of oapitalist 1ega.l machinery
in the judiciary. It must interpret ths Constitution,
and onoe a deolsion is made there is no repea1 from the
supreme court. Tbe nine trusties in the high trlbuna.l
of oa.pitaJ.lsmare responsible to no one. The questlcn,
"How does the supreme court come by its power?", is an~
other matter and oannot be discussed here. The fact re-
mains that the functlon of the supreme court ls to in-
terpret the Constitution in the interest of oapita1ism.
The oourt must interpret oa.pita.listlaw in a manner har-
monious with ths general development of the system. The
lnte~retations of the oourt may vary as development
prooeeds; that ls, the oourtls deoisions may seem Ire_
a.ctionary" at one period and "libera.l" at another time.
Aside from thia, supreme oourt deoisions oannot extend
beyond the boundary of capitalist ldeology. Remarks
dropped by the just ioes now and then rea.ssure us in
th1s respeot. Chief Justioe Hughes, for instanoe, said:
"We ha.ve a. oonst1tution, but the s~reme oourt says
what it lsft• From Justloe Bra.ndeis: ftAfew years a.gowe
had a liberal oourt. Now lt ls reaotionarYi but in two
or three years there wil1 be a ohange and the oourt will
be 1 iberal again".
These statements from the justioes refleot the chang1ng
seotional interests of the oapltal iat 01as8. In aotua.l
praotice, the Conatltution lende itsel! to so many var-led and aundry lnterpretatlons tha.tthe supreme oourt
in its deoisions is ~oontinuoU8ly making a new oonati-
tution, ohanging it and reohanging it at will, so that
its w111 is, in fact, the Qonstitution".
Beoause the willof the supreme oourt is the willofcapi~a118m regardles8 of whether tha number cn it8benoh increases from nine to f1fteen or from nine totwenty-nine justioes, the two-fold phase of the muoh-
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talked of judioia.ry reform is of na ooncern to us: Cl)
whether there is naed for an a.mendment to the Constitu
tion to reduoe th~ power of the supreme oourt to deola,;.
law9 unconstitutional or (2) whether it would be advls
able to ~end the Oonstitution, giving oongress the -
power Wh10h ths supreme oourt says it has not got. The
reform oan be of interest te us for two reasons Only:
(1) it provides ths opportunlty to explain to fellow-
workers the neoeesity for oapita.list politios, and (2)
it furn1shea ample material ior the study of the strug_
gles of small oapita,lists against monopoly oapita.lismas ~he system prooeeds to the breaking-point.
As for the Conatltutlon - lt is a.dooument written in
the interests of the petty bourgeois1e of 150 years
ago and has long s inoe out-l ived its real use to the
p6tty bourgeoisie. It refe~s to their rights their
frMdom, thelr 11berty to oa.rry Oiltiade a.nd'oëiiiiiiëroe,
a1"d to exploit labor-power without governmental restrio_
tions trom domestio or foreign powers. Anything further

'that the oapitalist class m1ght do is of little hlstori-
oa.laooount. The greatest iorthooming aohievement of
m~kind wil1 have to be pe~formsd by the S1ave-olaSS of
the oapitalists when of neoessity thls 01a.68w111 be
forced to &xam1ne not the Gonstltution but the wage-
labor and ca.pitalist relat10ns of sooia.1production an4
find in these rela.tions the contra.diotions thQt glverise to their clas8 dsgrad&tion.

* # * f * f # * * * * * * *
WAR PREVENTION SCHEdS

There existe from time to time groups &dvooating meas-
urea for war prevention. !he issues of these quaei-
public organiza.tione are USUl\lly the 1ukewaDl anti-wal'
va"Tiety, or they m&y be polltioal in point of view.
~ake for eXamPle ths ideaa on war prevention in Amerloa
dur ing the 19th oentury whioh were predom1nantly paoi-
t1st. "Wars oause much eutfering and death a.n6.there-
fore must be eliminated", reitera.ted ths paoifiste of
f ifty yaars ago , The Brotherhood of Man and its ladiea'
auxl1iaries - Elihu Barrittsl Olive Leaf Oiroles -Spent countleB8 hours ohinwagging about ths horrors ofwar. There were the Jul1&.Ward Howes of those days. as
weIl as ths calebrated KotherBt Day for peaoe aboutthe time Amarioan warshlps in the Bay of Yedo. at th.
OO~nd of Commodore Perry, foraed the Japaneee oapi-
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talist cla.ae to open its markets to !merican oapital-
iets.
As the further development of oapitaliem foroed oapi-
taliet groups of the world to war, there arose in re-
sponee to the international oharacter of modern warfare
and its methode of destructionl organizations seeking
the cause and aure for war and to limit armamentsl such
as the International Peace Oongresses, ths Hague Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration, ths Permanent Court of 1n-
ternational Justioe, which later beoame the League of
Nations. These organizationsl some no longer in exist-
enoel are aware that economio expansion - rivalry for
markets and fielde for investment capital, are &mong
the basic causes of modern wars, but the aotions of
these groups are limited by the economle interests of
ths particular capitalist nation whieh thsy representj
henoe their deeire to arbltrate, diaarml lntervene.Con-
fusion and misunderstanding is apparent from the meaS-
tIres they advooate as oure-alls for war&. Preparedness,
disarmament, government owuership of munition plants,
and the taking-the-profit-out-of-war idea, are some of
the shhemes they advance as war preventatives.
The slogan ftarmfor peaosftwas on the lips of millions
during the years 1910-14 when the great powers stepped
up their war appropriatlons for ths forthcoming maSs
slaughter. Expressing his approval of preparedness dur-
lng the Senate Munitlons Investigation, DUpont I the
American armsmaker, oontradioted himSelf in one breath:
"•••ths only way to wage a war ls to prepare in advanoe,
otherwise you are going to have a helI of a time. I! we
are weIl enough prepared, we will never have a war.
(New York Sun, Deo , 20, 1934).
But the Wor1d War i1lustrates the fallacy of prepared-
ness j arming to have peace is aEJmeaningleBs a state-
ment aS it is a sa4 reminder to the world working class
that preparedness is the step best caloulated to pre-
serve the world tor oapitalist demooraoy.
Aiter the war to end war the greatest conc&rn of the
ruling olasses was"to settIe their eoonomio differenoea
without resorting to arme. International lawyers of the
World Court (part of the maohinery of the League of
Natio!ls) were en~ged·to write treatlea. Treaties, in-deedJ Treatles whloh BOon brought thelr authors face to
faoe with the olaptrap of oapitalist legality. For ln-tstance whsn English capita1ist9 in their dispute äbouthe Mo~ case queetioned ths Court's legal authorlty
to defins the msaning of a boundary.
While ths matter o~ disarmament was up for eettl~mentby the League. the manufaoture of armaments oontmued

- 10 -

unabatedj in fact, lnoreaèed during the fi_a-year period
1925-30 and continued to increase after the DisarmamentConference of 1932.
Along with the other war preventlon 8ohemes, ths idea of
disarming to have peace is utopian. Armed forces are es-
sential to the rule of the oapital1st classj at home, to
suppress the rebellions of the worling olass j and on the
international field the armed foroes are used by the cap-
italist clasB to open trade routes, to proteet invested
capital in foreign countriee, suoh äS ths oil interests ot
British and !merioan o~pitalists in South Amerloa and 1n
China. This two-fold funotlon of ths armed foroes expla1na
ths inability of oapitalist nations to dlsarm.
Gov&rnment ownership of munltions ls no war preventatlve,
A nation at na time depende entirely upon prlvate con-
cerns to furnish munitions. up until reoent1y, the Units4
Statea Governmsnt has made oontracts with 15,000 indus-
trlaliate, instruotlng them in detail what will be ex-
~ected of them in war. International loans require ths
backing of governments and bankers and this money ls in
many cases used for ths mak1ljjgof armaments. German and
French munition manufaotursrs were in oompetition for the
armament contracts of pre-War Serbia.. Krupp, the German
armsmaker, was the lowest bidder yet did nat reoeive the
orders. A Frenoh loan had been made to 6erbia with a stip-
Ulation that the 10an mtSt be 'Ul3edin part for Frenoh &r-

"maments. Bolivia was granted a private loan !rom ths Eng-
11sh munltion makers, Armstrong-Vioksrs, with the under-
standing that ths entirs amount must be spant in England
tor English-made munitions.
Tbe taking over of mun1tlon plants by ths government ma1
faollitate the manuf&oture of arms and el1minate the po-
litioal entanglements of private munitlon makers, but
whether government or p:ivately owned, munition Indus-
tries manufaoture war matprialS for modern warfare.
Taking the prof it out of the manufaoture of armaments 1s
alBO a meaningless proposition. A oapital1st oountry fin-
ancee wars from t&xes whieb the oapitalist olass pays.
Capitalist~ are, therefore, interested in savlng on thiB
burdensome Item. Henoe the attempts to prevent a seotioa
of thelr cl&88 from malting hugs war profits whioh in-
creases the tota1 ooat of war. Profit el1mination from
ths arme industry la not ths so1ution; for wars are not
made by lIllllltionsmakers alone, but arise out of the eon-
flicting lntereats of ths world oapltallst 01aes.
The cauaes of modern wars are (1) rivalry &Jm:)ngnatlone
for tha poseession of souroes of raw materlala, Buoh asOil, ooa1, ~1n, iron; (2) the protsotlon of forelgn in-veetmentsj (3) ths aals of the produots of heavy 1ndus~

(cont~ued on page 19) .
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WHAT NEXT IN SPA IN?

In oenoluding our last artiole on Spain (Counoil Corr~s-
ponience Vol.II, No.ll) we said, "from a military point
of view the fasoists seem to oe gaining the upper
hand. Tbledo has fallen; the maroh upon Madrid oontin-
uee". Since then - again from a military viewpoint -almost nàthing bas obange d, Malaga. is in the hands of
the fascists; the s1ege of Madrid oontinues. Lately at-
tempts were made by the loyalists to gó into ths offen-
s1vs, at the Madrid front as weIl as near OViedo, but
in genl3ral the edda are st1ll against them in spits of
their strengthsned resistanoe. As we eaid in the oon-
plusion of the article mentioned abov8, so we have to
Bay again today, that the further course of ths Spanlsb
aiv1l war oannot as yet be aoourately predioted. How-
ever, at present there ars less probabilities to be
taken into oonsideration tban five months ago ,
wNon-intervantion' 18 a~in ths topic of the day. Onoe
again al1 oapitallst powers, inoluding the Russian,want
to 1eave Spain to tb. Spa.nlarda. Even tbe fasaist coua-
trias speak about stopping ths further influx of mili-
tary aid to Franoo, but tbia renswed play w1th non-in-
tervention agreements should not be taken serioUC1y.As
before, "non-intervention" is just another form of in-
tervention. The old r1valries among the imperialist
powers are still in foroe. Italy still expeots its pay,
that is Ceuta; and Germany still bopea to gat some of
the islands of tbs Balearios and Ferna.ndo Po before
.frica. Engiand is still unwilling to yleld tbese oon-
ceasions. rranoe and also Russia ma1ntaln tbeir position
~:>nths side of England.
Itallan and German interesta are opposed to Frenoh and
English interests but these two fronts are of a tem-
porary obaraoter.'Changes in ths present alllgnments
are not exoluded; only the aotual outbreak of war would
exolude further varlation&. The German-Italian front mayl>ebreken at any serlous da.nger of war. Rus ala ts support
of England ls explained, on the one hand, by Frenoh neo-
sssity to support lts interests ln the Yed1terranean,
wh10h run parallel w1th the Engllsb tnterests, and on tSthe other hand as an 8tttempt to urge England into Rusla"Unlted Front of the Whlt. powers I &g&1nst th. ·Yellow
}lenaoe", "y playlng England's game of today.
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Obv10usly, tb. imper 1aliet powers are not as yet ready
tor war. Thelr present po11elas are reduoed to exohangee
of one compromlse solutlon wltb another. The general
show-down ls to be delayed. The unw1l11X1.gnessot England
to go to war at present allows Italy and Germ&ny to do
some blaekmaUlng. It ls not alwaye possible" but Some-
times neoessary, to call the1r bluft whioh then means a
new "non-tnterventlon" paot. ThS blaokmaUers have to
w1thdraw temporarUy just as muoh as England and Frano.
have to beoom. very energet10 from time to time. Situa_
t10ns are tbereby oreat&c1 whieb seem to lead dlreotly
toward war; but up to now all powers have not really
been 1nterested in lts early outbreak, &nd eaoh preoar~
ioUS s 1tuation was diSsolved into another oompromiS.. .
The quest10n of Iprestl8B·, behlnd whioh eoonom10 inter-
ests are hidden. plays also lts part in the game. Situa.
tions ar1se trom whioh a fast withdrawal m1ght prove to
be impossibIe. The gamblers might beoome viottms of
the1r own game. Ths fasolst countrles may be wUling,and
ret unable, to reverse tbelr polioles soon enough" and
f1nd themsel vee in a reaI war before tbey aan help lt.'0
eliminate the w&r-danger implled in tb. question of pres-
tige, attempts are made te allow the fasoist oountries ~
retreat without harm to themselves. "Fàoe-savtng" oompr~
laes are disoussed whloht however, neoessitate some more
bleeding on the part of ~he SpaniBb workers. Although
.there may be more reasoDS to explain the polioy of hes i.•.
tat10n on ths part of the different imperialist nat10nBi1t 1s obvioUJ that as yet eaoh oountry ca.refully avolcSeCS
to overdo 1tself.
Englandts pos1tlon (&nd w1th thiB Franoet and ~81at.)
le not one-91ded. '!'hereare streng tendenol.s wlthin
these powere te favor Franoo rather than to help the
loyallsts to regain their tormer poslt10n. It lookS as
1f Italy and Germany are. foroed te play lnto tbe bands
ot England. 'rhere is na reaEtOn wby a faso1st government
ln Spaln, brought lnto power w1th the help of Germany
and rtaly, should, af ter that, remain the servant ~f
tbose oountrles. A 8pan1sb fasolsm .1~t oall for ored-
its and proteotlon from England and Franoe; proteot1on
even aga1nst thelr present allia9. Thls explains alsothe attitude ot France md Englan4 to rema1n as muoh as
possibl. "neutraI". Franco may beoome the vassal of Eng-
land tor wbloh minor oonoesslons may be granted to Ger-
ftIanyand ItaJ.y, 80 that everybodY ml~t gatn from thebloodshed in Spain. The questiolS in.Spaln would then
bo11 down to th$ one: wUI Franco be able to bring a
per10d of "peaoe" and wreconstruotlQD.. And th1S 18st111 ~ueat1onable.
J'ranoe mUlat have a trlen41.y Spain for her nelghbor. Sh.mus t be abl.e to rush he;rAfr 1ean troop" unimpa1red te
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her eastern front. England fights for her supremacy in
the Mediterraneanj she also neads a friendly Spain.
"Democratio" or "fascist" playe no part; Spain must be
friandly to her interesta. If Italy and Germany will
not risk a war with Francs and England, those countries
cannot then make Spain to a nation opposing England and
Francs. If this war will not come, fascism in Spain will
not be directed against ths french-english interests.
Democracy in Spain is msaningless for France and Englandj
it is not that for which these countries are bargaining.
They are struggling, rather, against the influential
gains of the fascist countries within Spain, at present
bound up with their support of Franoo. Spain must be fur-
ther weakened - the war must be extended - so that
either possible winner accepts the dictates of Englan~
A strong Franco will have strong demands on England. A
weak Franco, with a war-tired population, will not dare
to forcs the issues between the fasoist countriea and
ingland and Franoe. England prolonged the war in Spain
by e~ual izing the !1ght ing foroes.
On Feb. 14, the Nsw York Times reported from Parls:"The
British Government, having now received from Bsneral
Franco all the assurances it asked rSg&rding the futurs
with regard to Spanieh territory and British mining oon-
ossaions, has deeided to abandon ths non-intsrvention
effort whieh it cons idere vlrtuaJ.ly imposaible becaU$s
of Portugal'S refusal to participate ••••Meanwhile, of
oourse, the pretense of non-interventlon will be main-
tained on a11 siOOs: •••Behind the Brltish change of
front is the unwillingness to let Italians and Germans
claim oredit for a rebel victory. Whils Italian and Ger-
man troops have been fighting in Spain for the promise
of conoessions, the British, it is said, have been nego-
tiating. The final word in ths negot1ations has thruout
lain with those who have money, more th&n with those who
supplied troops, ao it is bel ieved London has obtainedall the guarantess it requires. Coupled with that purely
materialistic argument is, of course, the other argument
which will reoe1ve more prominenoe, that ths recent
course of the war has shown that even while ths Rebal'S
progress has been slow, it is evident that the Loyalist
cacno t win ".
One week later this statement was apparently contradiote~
and yet verified by the agreement of the non-intervention
powera to decIare a ban on foreign volunteers for service
on either side in the 8pa.nish conflict, and for a block-
ade to eniorce the agreement. "The CorMnittee for non-in-
jerventlon in Spain has been saved from wreek at theeleventh hour", writes ths New York Times of Feb. 21."Evan when ~neral Franoo triumphs, aS ths Br1tish ex-peot he will eventual1y, what will be his relationa w1ththe forelgn al11es who have enabled him to win? If for-
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eign troops stay to maintain himî how will 8pan1&rds re-
act ~o that? A oontinued officia attitude of non-inter_
vent10n will mitigate the German and Italian dilemma'to
wit~Jxaw their troops without loss of prestige •••Gs~y
and 1ta1y are rejoicing th&t they are Beraping out of &
tight place. Nelther wants war now. Even the Russian
government 1s probably relieved, for it·has been ca.ught
in a similar trap. Ths difficulty of facs-saving &t home
still rema1ns, but so does ths neoessity of S&vtng Kr,
B1umlS government in Francs. Tha Sovist Union is no more
des i~oua of a European uphea.val tha.nany of ths rest. ol
non-1nterfention stand together with the reat of Europe
i& lts own excuse while l~av1ng Sovist orators fres to
em~ate their opponente by fUlmina.tiona agatnst fasolssat home". .
Seemin~ly the powere involved in Spa1n have come to an
undere~and~ng. By what kind of & bargain oannot be eeen
as yet• The 001 y th inl tha.t ie cle&r le that aJ.lpowere
are oonvinced that oapitallsm 1s saved for Spain regar~
less of who wins, Franoo or caballero. The powers have
found a temporary eolution for themsalves and trust that
Franco will find one for Spa1i1.
There rema.ins, aS far as the imperialist int.reste ar.
concerned, two possibllities. First: that ths present
agreement oontinues to be in force. This means that the
loyalists donlt gst any further help, and that there
will be no interferenoe in supplying Franoo with war
mater!ala to help him to victory. Br this the war will
be oontinued in Spaln to ths point where all oppositionto F'ranco is suffioiently orushsd • It will a190 enable

~hia diotatorship to ruls unhampered for a oonsiderable
length of time. The other possib11ity iS, tha.t further
shifts inthe ~ternational allignment of the imperial-
ist foroee w11l dlsturb the present balanee of power
an~ foroe England to grant further ooncessions to main-
ta~n world peaee. A ohange of ths German-Rusaian rale.-
tions would be suffioient to maks this possible.
For Spain thia Bit~tion allows thrèe possibilities:(l)
that Franoo wins and, after & tremendous blood-bath, es-
tablishes his dictatorship; (2) that he oannot wi~ in
Spite of hélp from ths outsids (a help whioh is limited
in order not to indebt him too'muCh to the fascist
~ations) and that he acoepta a oompromise solutio There

s no reason to believe that the Valencia governmentlfoUld net aocept auoh a compromise under the formula of
~he "lesser evll"; (3) if this oompromis. ia axel uded

y ths actlon of the non-oonformist alements in Spain,a.nd 1f Franco does not win, Caballero w111 hava to-under-
take Franco'a job and do away with al1 opposltion to theOontinuation of oapital1sm in Spain.A rea~ eoonom10 revo-1ut ion after the possib1e defeat of Franoo would me&n ,t
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onoe tbe open intervention of all the oapitaliat powers.
Tbe last montbs have sbown sufficiently that in suoh a
oase tbe international working olass would not ariss to
belp their fellow-workers in Spain.
!he job of mak1ng Spain safe for oap1talism has been a1-
lotted to Russia. We remember tbat Russia entered the
non-intervent1on paot and at flrst refused belp to tbs
lo~liata. Later thls poliey was ohanged; some food-
stuffs and war materiala were sent to Spain. At present,
~evars1ng her polioy again, sbe oeased to eend help.
Russia, believlng at first tbat the Madrid government
would be able to crusb the rebels in a short tim9,trled
to avoid all oomplioatlona for berself. Sha wanted a
Spain friendly to Franos in order to fulfill tbe needs
of the Russian-Freneh military paot. Tbe intsrvention
of Garmany and Italy into the oivll war exeludsd an
~arly sueoess of ths Madrid government. Tbe whole thtdg
beoa.me a litUs world war in wbieh Russla bad to par-
t~k8 to serve tbs FrenQh and Eng11sh lnterests with
whicb Ruseia is at present alllgned. Tbe extsnt of ths
civ1l war, ths anarchist element in it, allowed for ths
possibility that in Spain capitalism ltself m~y bs wiped
out. This would have maant ths open lntervention of many
oapitalist powers in Spain end a suddan clash of imper-
ial ist intsreets which probably woUld bave marke4 tbe
beginning of the world war.
Tbs preoarlous political eituat10n in Franoe, at the
time, allowed for ths poesibility that the Spanish revo-
lution woUld bave spreac1 over her borders. This would
have meant a civil war also in Franos whicb, und$r the
then existing oon~itions, oould only, ii suocessful for
ths reYDlutionists, have lead to oonflagrations with
Germany and so to a world war. If unsueoessful,it would
have brought fasoism to Franoe and a posslble shift ot
pOlicy with the prob&bllity of a soraping of the frenoh-
rueslan pact. It was necessary to brlng about a balancs
of powerf to exclude an early outbreak of ths ooming
war and ve exol ude ths Spreading of tbe revol ut ion in
6pain towarde an eoonomio overturn. To prevent tbe 1at-
~er situa.tion, a oapitalist power had to infiuenoe tbe
revolutionary movement 1tself.
'fheexlstenoe of the O.P. in Spain was not suffieient.
tts work WaS largely counterbalanced by ths anarchiste.
~ven the swa1lowing of the Socialist Party atill 1eft50% of ths polltioal forces ln tbs bands of the anarcbo-
eyndioalists. Tbe lat ter oOuld not be met in battle.Thsybad to be bribed and outwitted. Reoognizing that Franoo
would win, in case belp from the outside was denied tothe loyaliste, the anarohists bad to aooept the Ruse1anbrlbe and domination of tbs anti-fasoist front whichautomatioally worked against the anarchiste. Russia be-
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cam. very popular in Spain. Th. politloa! intluenoe cf
tbs Valencia government became stronger tbe anaroh1st
position weakened oonsidarably. RUSS1&'~ belp became
her weapon wlth whioh it started out to kill ths revol_
ution f~om ths inside. If Russia would not be plea.sed
lt would withdraw its help. If the bolshev1st foroes
were attaoked, the anti-fasoist front would break down
All politieal organlzatlons had to f1ght Franoo and .
postpone ths settIement of &11 other que8tions. There
was no otber way out of th1s situation. Tbe real oon-
ditions proved to bs stronger than the po11t1oal pro-
grams, It would be foolish to bla.me the revolutionary
groups for the one or the otber wrong step, as even acorrect policy would haVe me&nt nothtng.
Internation&l capltalism, inOluding tb. Russian brand
and its instrument, ths Valeno1a government were under
the present world'altuation~ too muoh for the rev~lu-
tlonaries in Spaln. The anarohists were at a disadvan-
tage.They tried to make the best of an unfavorable
eHuation. They beoame opportuniste and it la idle to
aak if they liked to be opportunists; that la if they
'betr~yed the cauae t beoa.use ths-ybad no othef oholoe.

Even 1f their opportun1st10 polioy d1d arr1ve at na
more than ths postponement of tbe1r own end, notbin~
else coui ë be done. Tbe oiroumetanoos foroed the poll-
cies of the anarchists, not tbs1r own deeisions. !bat
a part of the anarohiste saw in tbe situatiou, foroed
upon them, their oWU smart pollcy wbieb they then tr1e4
to defend, is nothlng new. Y&ny people believe that
tbey are pushing when they aro gelng pusbed. By the
foroe of nec8ss1ty, the anarobista beoame Bolshev1ks,

,'&ndnot Bolshevika of 1917, but of tbe 1936 brand.
Rusaia ta help or.eated a kind of blind enthus1&Sm tor
Rusaia and the Tblrd International. Even in C&talon1a

where tbe woommunlats. were ins1gnlficant tbey gre.
very taat and lnoreased the1r influenoe in'the U.G.T.
They oaptured ths lsadlng role in Spain and played an
ever greater part in Ot.talon1&. Tbie growing influenoe
was 111ustra.tedby tbeir undisturbed t1ght aga.inst the
P.O.D.M, "Treba.l", a dally paper of the Unlted Commun-
ist and Sooialist Party of Ot.talqnla nota in Novem-
ber that the members of the P.O.u.w.'were 1agents of
Franoo, HitIer and Musaoliniw• Ths Russian Embassy in
Barcelona handad a nots to tbe press in wbieb it was
Said tbat the P.O.U.M. "as bought over b interna-tional fasoisml• In the aiddle of Deoembe tbe P.O.U.M.representatlve was expelled from tbe Oatalonia govern-
ment, The leaders of tbe O.H.T. beoame Bomewhat uneasyon account of th. growing infiuenoe of tbe C.P, They
~~e afraid that tbe O.p. may take the wbole power lntoeir hands, but they are unable to oppose the O.P. ToSa.ve themselv8e tod&y, they have to nourisb tbeir dead-
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ly enemy of tomorrow. Some of the anarchiste still be-
lieve that in the long run they will be able tó outwit
the C.P., but as they lose influenoe cont inuously this
will prove to be an lllusion. The~e are only two pos-
eibilities for them, either to go Bolshevik entirely
as it is expressed today in the Valenoia set-up, or to
be eliminated in the coming struggle against the Valen-
cia government. Only a s~cess of Franco would changethis situation.
The Valencia government and a.lso the anarohists have
unified the military foroes of the nation.The etruggle
in Spain is no longer one of the working class against
fascism and capitalism, but a struggle between two arm-
ies of two different governments. Tnere was no ohoioe
in ths matter. Durrutti explained this situation to a
reporter as follows: "For many anti-fascists the revo-
1ut ion is not yat a soc lal fact, but a phase of trans-
formation between two periods of 'normality'." When
be was asked; "Donft you think the militariza.tion
might endanger ths revolution, should the war go on
very much longer?", h~ answeredl "Yes. CertainlyJ That
is why we must win the war soon". (Boletin de Informa-
oion, Nov.18,1936.)
But tbe war still rages on. The revolutlonary elements
beoome less and less important. The Wspirit of today·
has nothing to do anymore witb a revolutionary outlook.
Desperation may ohange this and bring ba ok a real revo-
lutionary situation, but at present Dolores Ibarruri
fumes: n800 iaJ.ista, Communists , Anar ehiste, Republicans.
Catholics, all who love their oountry, all united." And
Espla declared at a oonference in Valenoia (Jan. 18.),
Wit is neceesary to organize and win the war. Thereaftet
1t will be poesible to seek a way of organizlng Spain in
conformlty with tbe peoples1 deeiresw• Carillo proclaimed:
·Our immedlate necessities are a powerful defenss - an
army, air foroe and fleet that oan assure victory and
guarantee the freedom of our coasts and our commeroe".
And everybody declared that -the oolleotivization meaa-
ures taken in Some parts of Spain had been premature
and ill-conaidered, and would have the effeot of making
the small proprletor regard us as enemies". This 'small
proprietO'J:business' is only tbe phra.sebehind which ls
concealed the general refusal towarda al1 real sooiall-
zation •.The agrarlan deoree of Oct. 7. for whioh the
communist minister of agrlculture, V.Uribf, was respon-
sible, provided only for the oonfiscation of the p=oper-ty of those landowners who have taken an aotiva p~rt in
the rebelllon. Big-landed property, as suoh, thereforeia not to be conflsoate~. Many peaaants and tenants have
actually confiscated ths land without waiting for ~uygovernment deoree. but unlesa thia prooeas is legalized,none of them know whether a pourgeois ReptibliQ might not
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take tbe land away from them agaln.
TM collectivization in in~ustry bas tbe same charao_
ter of unoertalnty. There is no provision for tbe con-
tinuation of ths present industrial organizations after
tbe oivil war. What bas taken place so far bad more the
cbaracter of a war-necessity, the oontrol of preduction
for w~r neede. than of actual socialization.The werkers
councüs in industry oan at any time be taken away from
the wor kers as long as tbe government controls the army
The colleotivized enterprises run on a capital-wage re-'
lation basis and noth Ing else is possible as long as
the wbole of society is not socialistlo. If tbere is no
total SOCialization, tben tbs return to ths old capital-
iat relations ia inevitable. A state capitalism alla' .
~ussia mi~~t be a temporary solution, but sesms to beprecluded as matters stand today.
Sooialism is not as yet establisbed in Bpain nor Is lt
growing. To have suob a situation, lt would be necessary
to deepen the revolution; but at present only attemptsto flat ten lt further are made.

(More on Spaln in fol101ting isSue6 of the C.C. )

- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
.wAR PREVENTION BCHEYES. -(oontinued from page 11)
try. suob as stael railS, railway equipment, to lasser
developed ooun.triss and markets for manufaotured goods ,
Bucb tr~saotions neoessitate in many instanoes oon-

~essions from, or the oomplete domtnation of, foreign
governments to proteot their inveatments of capital in
ths lesser dev~loped oountries. These causes of war are
natura! produots of oapital1st sooiety.
These various sohemee tor war-prevention mentioned
leavea untoucbed ths reel oauses of war. Paoifists# llb-
eral'à and so-cal.led revolut101'l&r1es.participate in
~nt1-war and anti-fascist demovstrations in an attempt

o prevent war. Buch attempts are futilei for BO long
as capit&li~m exista, tbe conditiona tor breeding wars
~ma.in. To el1minate tbe oa.uses of war is aotually to
e 1minate oap1ta.lism. Only a. oommun1st revolution oan
a~OliBb the metbo~ of oapit&1ist produotion wbicb giver hse to modern wartare and tbe etibseque~t bair-braineso 8mes to prevent wars.

- - ~ - - - - -

- 19 -



THE SITUATION IN ENGLAND.

Tbe last year has been one of oonslderable and w1de-
spread oontinuation of ths progress in the eoonomio
situation that has been going on sinos 1932.The un-
employment peroentäge, 12.1 per oent in October,
1936, as oompared with 14.5 per cent in Ootober,
1935 is lower than lt ha.sbeen at any time sinee
1929: Month by month the figure has been about 2.4
points below that for ths oorresponding month of
the previous year, so that that flgurs - or about
300 000 men per annum - ls the rate at whloh the
number of unemployed ls being reduced.Wlth employ-
ment actually luoreasing at about tw10e that rate,
sinoe the working population is being augmented,
and bearing in mind ths peak of unempl~yment at 23
per oent in 1932, one ls tempted to thlnk thlnge
pretty good. At this rate unemployment should bs
wlped out in a few years.
It ahouï d, however, be borns ln mind that ths re-
maining unemployed - over a mll110n and 8. half
w1ll not be absorbed as easlly as ths m1ll1on and
a half that have been absorbsd in the last four
years even ii slmllar favorable oonditions rema.in.
Large'numbers ars 100ated in ths deprsssed areas
where only speoial measures are llkely to aval1 and
are not too l1ksly to be applied very thoroughly.
Yany have been rendered unfit for work by long in-
vo1untary ldleness and "malnutrltion·. Aa ths un-
employment peroentage falls, the proportion of
those that have been unamployed for longer periode
has risen; those who have been unemployed for f1ve
yea.ra or more have inorsaasd even in absolute num-
bers. These have dotibled in number in the last yaar,
there are now some 60-70,000 1n spite of d1sor1mina.-
tion in thair favor by looal author1tles in ohoosing
men for rallef work. Thls must mean that the men are
not real1y fit for work. In the opin1on of one who
has made speoial invest igations , in the relatively
prosperoua areas - where about one-third of ths un4-
employe~ are to be found - men who are leBs than 5
years old and who have been out of work for three
months or mors are pretty oertam to have some di8-
abl11ty whioh makes them less desirabIe for the em-
ployer's point of view. They oan only be employed ifwages fall or if prio8e rlse so that real wagee fall.
The greater diffloulty of employlng more of the unem-
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ployed is seen in ths output figures. Retail sales
have gone up 7.4 per oent (00tober,1935-00tober 1936)a.ndbusiness aotivity by g.S per oent, Coal output lil.
up by 3 per oent a.s aga.inat 1935, but steel ls up by
20 per oent and pig iron by 19 peroent. (Here we aee
the iniluenoe ot re-armament.) Produotion as a whole
(Boa.rdof Tra.de Index) is up by 10 per e ent , S1noe em-
p10yment MS inoraased only by about 6 per oent this
might be oonsidered as an inorea.se in effiolenoy. But
it is probab1e that hours worked - ino1uding overtime
and diminut10n of short time - have Inoreaeed oons14-
erab1Y more than this and that there has already been
some 10SS of effioienoy thru the emp10yment of men
leBs suitable for thei? jobs than those previoua1y
there, and this bas led to delays and diftloultiss of
delivery. Costs are rlsing rapld.l.yin shipbullding and
freights Mve ris8n &8 muoh as 17 and one-Mld peroent
in the year. In the steel trade a reduot1on in export.
ls attrlbutecl to a dlversion cf l1mlted supp1ies to
the more urgent home dema.nd. Examples of limitations
of supp1y are beooming morea.sing1y frequent. Tbis 1s
an index of the inoreastng dlff10ulty of further dIm-
lnishing unemployment.
lintl1 reoently the main item of lnvestment on wh10h
.the inoreasing employment has rested has been in the
buUding induatry. In the last few months lt h&s be-
oome lncrsaSingly olear that bullding has reaoheel its
peak. Bullding plans p&ssed in Ootober were 12 per
oent down on Ootober 1935,though tor the previoua
quarter there had still been a small inoreäse (1 per
oent). Dlrelling house buUdlng had gone down earlier,
being about 3 per oent down on the prev10US year for
the quarter July-Septembsr 1936, and about 20 peroent
down for Beptsaber 1936. Fa.otories, eto., are still
being built at &n inorea.amg rats. The deolme in 1n-
vestment due to saturation of demand for houses ooulel
very easUy have baen the beg1nning of a. new slump.
There ean be 1Ittle daubt that suoh a reIapse ha.B \7eel1
prevented by the inoreasing lnvestment in armamsnts.lt
has been est1m&ted that armament expenditure has
&mounted to 117 mUllon pounc1s in 1934-5 snd will
rea.oh 161 and 195 mlllion pounc1s in the ourrent fIna.n-
01&1 yeu &nd in 1937-3g reepeotlvely.
Thls very large 1tem - with ths other investmentsthat will be oa11ed forth by the inoreaslng proeper1ty
that w111 acoompany it - will be sufflcient to preventa rela.pae thru an inltial fal1ure in investment. The
danger will 1ie zather in the difficulties of increas-1ng output that might lead to rising oostd. and rleingpr10ee in a vioious ep1ral and even more in ths dang&r8
of a relapee resUltlng from a oheok~ of 1nvsstment b,measures brought on by th18 or deaignecl to prevent 11..
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So far there are no signa that this dangerous level -
whlch trUly deserves the name of boom - has been
~eached. It is true there has been an increase in
wages. During the year, increases of wage ratea have
affacted about four million workers and have maant an
lnorease in the wagea of those men of about half a
million pounda a week (an average of two shilling s1x
pence a week for these men or an increase of about 10d. a week on the &verage wage rate of the whole work.ing popul ation. )
But this is not a cass of wages being foroed up by
militant workers bent on maintaining their real wages
in the face of rising prices. A part of this conaists
of the restoration of economy cuts and ohan~s accord-
ing to sliding sc~lesJ whi1e tha greater part followad
negotiationa; only a smal1 part "followed acessation
of work. n As measured oy strikes, thera was a deo11ne
in mi1itancy, the employers winning the strike twloe
as aften as the employees. Nor has thera been any ap-
preciab1e tendency for real wages to fa11. The oost
of living is 3 per cent up on 1935 whloh 1s about the
same as wage rates. There is as yet no vio10us spiral.
The general agreement, by represantatives of varloUS
views and inter~sts in a reoent symposium in the Eoon-
omist that there s!ioUldbe no move at present towards
~eare~ money is important insofar as it diminishes the
~et of a reversal of reoovery by monetary measures.
A further souroe of da.n~r is seen by many in the bal-
ance of trade. As employment inoreases our imports go
up to provide the extra oonsumption and the extra raw
materials needed. This produoes an unfavorable balanoe
which may foroe either internal monetary restriction
or a further depreoiation of our ourrenoy. This danger
has aften been. overestlmated. In times of generally
worsening oonditions, tbe depreo1ation of a ourrency
ean have very bad effeets on other oountriee - as when
we went otf gold in 1931 - but nowadays lts effect aan
very well be the reverse, as when Franoe devalued re-
oently and everybody felt more oomfortable. It is true
that the general reoovery in our aotivlty ls not found
to have come about to the same e~tent in our foreign
trade. It is thiS, in taot, whioh is one of the most
important faoete of our depreseed areaa problem. In
steel, for example, we have got back beyond our 1929
reoord output but have only half the foreign trad.e.
Neverthelese, it should be possible to get over thesedangers if the improvement in trad.e in other oountries
oontinues. Recovery abroad le now muoh more general,and there has been & dlatlnot aooeleratlon in prioesabroad. Unlted Statee consumption has reaohed ths 1929level. Recovery in moet other oountries etarted laterthan here. Thla recovery should lead to an inore&se in
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demand for our exports, whioh ahoUld help oonsideraolyAIBO, there are Signa that ths importanoe tor Engllsh •
proeperity of exports is reoeiving more attentlon by
the authoritles re1atively to the need for Proteotion
and we may see a movement away trom the isolationist
policy of Ottawa. to one by wh10h we reduoe tariffs in
return for similar oonoesaions. This would do perhaps
more for other oountrlea whioh &re now in a worae
pos1tion tha.nwe ue than it wUI do for us, but we
should benefit thereby, for the danger from &n un!av-
orable balance is a dan!8r whieh exists only for a
country which ia out of step with ths rest of theworld.
In the absenoe of important politioa.l oomplioatione,
the increaee of prosperity can still oontinue for
Bome time before ths position beoomes very precarious)
and crisis and oo11apse from merely oyc11c&1 fluctua-
tiens is not therefore to be expected in 1937. But
there is, of course, no reason whatever to believe
that there will not be major po1itioal disturbanoes
Whioh will faleity propheoles baeed only on presenteOQnomio trends.

·Controversy-No.4W

ON FLUCTUATION OF WAGES

f
Rise Of the Living 8tandard

It seems oontradiotory to Bay th&t the leas ths work-
ers consume, the higher tbe profitability is for the
oapitaliat system. The broad masses believe that high-
er wag~ inorease the purchasing power of the wage
e~ners and for this resson the oapitalist syetem will
f2nd greater possibilities to se11 its produote on the
~arket; coneequently, ths system as a whole oan only
benefit by high wages. However, to the oapitalisvs,
·n-hoBeonly aim is the profitabllity of capital , wages
belong into the oategory of overhead expenses; every
inorease in wages shortens the oapita11st's profit,
and - at a oerta1n point of development - becomes an
obstacle to the further expaneion of produotion.
Our opinion th~t the prof1ts of the oapitaliste in-crease by ths falling oonsumption on ths part of thsworkers seems to be oontradioted by Bome empirioalfacts. For instance, the wages &s well as the standärd
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of living of the working 01ae9 inoreased tremendously
durlng the up-swing per10d of oap1taliem. Af ter the
yaar 1850 cap1ta11em developed rapidly and the work-
ing class consumed more than ever before.lf one com-
pares the conditions of the workers before 1850, as
tngels has done in his "The conditlons of the working
olass in England", with those shortly before the be-
ginning of the present big crisis, then the great dif-
ferenoe in the living standard for great massee of the
proletariat beoomes recognizable at once.
WhUe analyztng this si tua.tion in detail, let us pay a.

little more attent ion to the 010se oonneotion of indus-
rial development and the increase in the standard of
iving.

fhen machine produotion began to develop,1t destroyed
a.t first the remnante of orafts, bringing to the
craftsmen unemployment and pauperization. Tp1s prooess
was followed by a consolidat1on of cap1tal on a higher
economie level and led anew to a rise of the l1v1ng
standard of the workers. This 1mprovement ooourred
f1rst in England and was followed, w1th similar symp-
tons, during the development of induatriee in Germany
after 1800. other oountries followed along the same
line somewhat later. In Amsrica this development began
as late as 1890, but 1t took plaoe so rap1dly that the
slogan could be coined 'To each worker a Ford earJ.Tbe
industr1al development of Russia started about 1928
and there, too, a rapid r1se in the living oond1tions
Qf the workers oould be witnessed.
It 1s not difflcult to see that industrial development
brought about a thoro change in the economie and sooial
rela.tions which. simultaneously, resulted in a higher
standard of li7ing for ths ent1re work1ng olaas. It
draws great eeet10ns of ths agrar1a.n population to the
oities creating, at first, a shortage in housing fac-
ilities. Feverishly nsw living quarters are being
erected and in a vsry short time entire new oities
ar1se in induetry centers. ThiS, in turn, makes neoes-
sary the oonstruotion of roade, means of transporta-
tion for the workers, as weIl aS the installation of
water, gas, electrl0 light, and other improvements.
Whlle increasing the workers ' stanMrd of living, nodotibt these facilit1es are at the same time neceseary
to g~rantee a smooth fmotioning of modern industry.
Without such oomforts, the ruling cl~ss could not ex-
ploit the workers efficiently enough. Every prooess iin
the life of the workers must be made as little oompl -oated as possible in order to increaae his r~ntability
for the capitaliat.
But also in oultural fieldé the tndustrlallzation leadS
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to 1mprovements. No indl.8try oan work profitably wtth
people who ean nelther read nor «rite. For this veryreason ths induetrlal bourgeoisie demands bettsr
sohools for the braad ma.esee. However, the ruling
01a99 cannot avoid that a riae of the eduoational
level of the workers lea.4s simul taneously to a bette~
undarstanding of the oapita11stio relationship and eu-
ables them to oonduot tbeir economio and politioal
strugg1es more effeotively. Though oapltallsm reallzea
this, it is incapable of ourtailing thls prooess be-
ca.use forsmost of &11 it neede that higher oultura.l
level of the workers in order to assure a progressive
industrial development.
Another important faotor, responsible for a rise in
the living st&ndard of tbe workers, was the steadily
increa.&ing intensity of ths labor prooess.The maohine
detsrmins9 ths tempo, and experisnoe Soon taught the
oapita.liste that an eight hour <1&ywould ba more pro-
fitab1e at the end to them than a twslve hour one be-
oauae the workers were able, oomparatively, to turn
out more produots in the shorter day than in the long-
er one. But ths greater intensity of the labor prooess
in ths shorter working time destroyed s1mul taneously
greater energies of 1abor power whiOb the werker ha.4
to rastors ev,ry day ana. in order te keep up with the
tempo. He had to epend hls free time 111 a manner whioh
enab1ed him to reeune his work the next 4&y fresh and
fUlly rested. Ca.pltaliem thus developed a grea.tamuse-
ment industry whioh, viewed euperfic1&lly, enriOhee
the life of the worker. makes life easier. Whether or
not this is the oase, we leave out ot oonsideratlon at
this point. We only point out the faot that this amuse-
ment lndustry was one of the reeults of the oap1t&1is.tspeed-up system.
From the atoresaid, one aan easily surmis. tbat we do
not hold th. opin1on that the be~terment ot the living
8tandard of ths working 01aS8 was the resm t ot tbe
workers' struggle aga1nst o&pltallsm. OU the oontrary#
we mainta1n that it was ths rssul t ot ths rela.tlonshlp
bstween the produotivs foroes within oapit&1iam. How-
ever, it would be ohlldish to follow that auoh lrOrld-
wide movements like the 800i&1 demooratio pa.rties, or
the trade unions, were of insignitlcanoe durlng ths
Upawing perlod of capltalism. They performed certatnUSefUl taaks, and - una.wa.reof it - thS'J'even further-
ed monopol let10 tendeno1es and methode of rationa.11za.-
tion; but objeotively spea.king, we oan say today that
their activity did not determine the level of theWorkers , living stand&rd.
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Th~ Marxian Law of Wage •.
According to the Marxian 1aw of va1ue, riae and deolina
of wagea is the reault of a change in the value of l~-
bor power. The va1ue of labor power, however, is not
determined by a minimun of eXistenoe, as some people
~ried to interpret the Marxia.n 1aw. The minimum of ex-
istance is noth1ng elee but a certain amount of oon-
$umeret goods whioh su!fices to merely keep the human
Qeing alive. The value of labor power, on the other
hand, ia that amount whioh not only producea ths lite
neceaaities but alao reprodu08s labor power in large
enough quant1ties and Ilualitiea to carry on the 1abor
proceas. It is quite oonoeivab1e that those who iden-
tify the minimum of existenoe with the value of labor
power, or are unab1e to olearly differentiate between
these concepts. would be inolined to Bee in the rise
of the wor kers , living standard a oontradietion to the
Marxian theory of value. If one, however, reoognlzss
that with inoreasing intensity of labor oultural en-
joyment become8 a neceeeity for the reproduotion of
labor power, then all elaments embodied in the concept
value of labor power disappear, andwith them the ap-
parent contradiotions.
~ut the va.lue of labor power is not the only faotor
which determines the level of wages. Of quite 90me
importance is a180 the relationsh1p between demand and
supply. If demand am e1.4'plyball;l.nee,then the prloe
of labor power - the wages - will be ident ica1 wi th
the value of labor power. Suoh a oondition, however,
hardly ever occur s , Demand and supply aatually reflect
the up and down-periode of oapitalist produotion. With
the incraase of produotion, the demand ta~ laborers in-
creases. When the demand is greater than the eupply,
W&gea riea; when the Bupply of labo: power ie greater
tha.~the demand, wages tall. In industries where the
demand for laborere cannot be met, wages might rise
above the value of labor power. Labor unions attempt
to avoid wage fluctuations by long-term contracts W.ith
the bosses loolleotiva bargainlng). Just the same ~s
Soma capitalist groups form trust& and monopolies la
order to keep prioes up, so do uniona attempt to build
up monopol ies tor the ocmmodity l!abor power, to keep
ths wagee for a oerta.in group of workers high. But just
as little as oapitalist monopolies 9ucceed for all times
to keep prices at a. oertain level, just as little do
unione succeed. Simple, generally known facts stibstan-
tiata our assertion that whenever unions had to start
naw negotiationa, ths basis for the naw oontracts hadto be the new ralationshlp between demand and eupply of
labor power.
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A typical example of the power of the economio forcee
ia the development of wages in Russia. Russia provee
that 1t ie irrelevant whether the labor power is
bought by the state or by private enterprisee. We reaJ.-
ize, of oourse, that the Russlan wages are steadl1y
rieing and it oould not be otherwiss due to the faot
that here also the intensity of ths lab~r prooese in-
oreases, and with it the value of labor power rises.
Russia today repeate, on an enlarged and somewhat modi-
fied ecale, the same prooess other industriaJ.ized ooun-
tries had to puraue , Also in Ruseia. the great demand
for industrial workers oa.nonly be met by sending into
the faotories peas~nts whose varying oUltural level
must lead to a differentiation of wa.ges, whioh, on ao-
count of the actual naed of skl11ed workers, ls oon-
tinuoUIIly inoreaSing. These ex1eting wage d1fferenoee
prove slso that Russials wage system ls bound upon ths
lawS of capitalist oQmmodity production. Aooordtng tothese laws, ths living standard of the Russian maases
must rise; not, however, beoause they are bullding up
oommunism in Russia, but beoause labor power appea.re
as a oommodity in a country developlng along oapital-
istio Iinas. Tbe workers of other oapltal1st oountries
are being misled when they are told that the riee of
wages in Russia is dus te communist planning.
In the already oa~ita1lzed oountri&s, the same 1aw8
have different results. Meohanlzation and methode of
rationalization deetroyed craftmanship and ekilled
labor and brought about an ever eharpenlng tendenoy
towards equalization of wages. Th~ struggle of skl11e4
and semi-skilled workers against this prooeeB of equal-
ization was bound to end in defeat beoause these union-
lzed groupe had aga.inst them not only the oapitalist
class. but also la~ge seotions of unskilled Iaborsrs
who wereexolu4ed from the unions.

Limit of Intensifioatlon
Ths development of oapitalist oommodity produotion in
re~rd to the value of labor power show. eeveral re-
SUlte; on the one hand lt deoreasss and on the other
hand it increasea lts value. Mass production whieh de-
creaB~s the oost of produotlon in general lowers eim-
U1.taneously the valus of labor power be cauae lesser
labor time is embodled in eao'h produot, resul ting in
a fall of prloes of oommoditles. Methode of rational-ization eliminate ski1led labor and gradually do away
With wage differentiations. This tendenoy, however,ls
not eas ily reoognizable dur ing the up-aw ing per iod ofoapitalism beoause it iS overshadowed by the risingBtandard of living resulting from the higher lntensity
of the labor proceae. But alBo tntensity has a limit.and many industries have already reaohed lt.Everyone
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who ever worked under the present speed-up methode
knows that no worker coUld toil 12 or 14 hours daily
anymore, and in some industriee even the g hour day
has already become too long. This is 111ustrated by
the fact that the 40 year age limit is rapidly being
established. Such measures are just as harmful for
capitalism as they are for the working class because
in a crisis it w111 be muoh more difficult to find a
new basis for profitsj it is a situation that tends
to langthen the orisis and to shorten ths period of
~ new prosperity. For the working olass it simply
means that a further rise of the living standard be-
COmee imposeible. For a while wages will stagnate un-
til a Doint ia reaohed whare the down~ard trend becomee
absolute. The old labor movement, whoss polioy it is to
fight for better living standards for the masses, is
bound to suffer defeat after defeat, and dUB to this
ineffectivenesa heade towarde a oomplete breakdown.It
would be erroneous to find ths expl.anat Ion in the
unlons' numerical weakness, or in thair non-revolution-
ary aotivity, but it is the eoonomio laws of motion
that dQminate every phase in sooiety, espeoially in re-
gard to the val ue of labor power. Ware ths unions in a
position to monopolize ths price of labor power, they
might be capable ot increaaing it temporarily above its
value. However, this has already beoome an tmpossibl1-
1ty on acoount of the steadily growing army of unem-
ployed. With this, the old labor movement has lost its
ground. It oontinues to live on its past SU90ess. A re-
vival of that aotivity is an eoonomio tmpossibility. Tbe
old labor movement is doomed and must make room for naw
forms of organ1zation.
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The COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE often aooepts
artioles from writars who are not affi11-
ated with tlieGroupe of Counoil Communists.
These ärtioles are signed to denote that
we do not neoesaarily endorae the view of
the writer entirely. AII material presen-
ted without signature iS to be oonsidare~
as the oollective work of the members of
the Groups of CouncU Communiste. We wUI
apprao1ate euggestions, critic1em and
art leles.
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