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Interview with Henry Pfaff

By: Ann All en

Date: 197%

Maybe you can just talk a little bit about your own personal experi-
ence and what your background is, how you first got into the \Wbblies,
what it meant when you first joined.

Yeah, well | got into it at the age of about past sixteen. | wasn't
quite seventeen. It was during the Akron rubber strike. | was still
a greenhorn kid, new fromthe hills and | never even heard of a strike
or did | ever see a policemen that | can recall. So one day | see
this mass of people out on Miin Street. | worked at the rubber shop

facing Main street.

In Akron?

Yeah, and we all flocked to the windows to see what's going on because
Main street was just packed with people all the way as far as you
could see. So, not knowing any better, | says, 'Wat are they doing

down there? Let's go down and help them" Then everybody |ooked down

at me. "Stupid kid!'" They knew what it was because those were all
mature people around nme. | was the only kid in that department.
Yes.

So, at noon we ended. Noon Saturday we were told to go out the side
gates and come back the sane way Monday, but the strikers had already
anticipated this nove, that they would let the people go out the side
doors. So they had surrounded the plant entirely and when we cone

out they just started marching down towards Main Street and Howard

Street to their headquarters. A massive procession going down Miin
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Street and the rubber plants, too, had wal ked out at the same tine and
we all got into the line and down into the Union Hall. There was Big
Cab and Bill Haywood and Fischer and a |ot of others speaking the dif-
ferent languages. To ne they were all Geek because | didn't under-
stand either the English philosophy or expressions or the Hungarian

or the German

What did you speak?

| spoke all three of themequally bad. | understand sonme, but it was
just like water on a duck's back. It rolled off, you know, it didn't
catch like it did with probably everybody else and nost people there
So we all lined up. The dues in those days, the initiation, was 50
cents a person and there was no tine to make out menbership cards or
anything. They just gave us a little bit of red ribbon and a pin to
stick in our lapels. And as enthusiastic kids we went into the dry
goods store. They made a land office business selling ribbons, Ve
wr apped them around our hats and went parading up and down. W had

a picnic. So then we went on a picket line and one day | see a scab
conming out who was working in the department | was working, | just wanted
to greet himand be friendly with himand | walked up to him and
grabbed him by the lapels and the first thing I knew | got a police
club across ny back. That's the first experience | had with policenen
or a police club. Well, in those days, of course, | was always a non-
conformist. | couldn't take anybody's gaff or orders. | started out

when | was fifteen, the first year | had fourteen jobs

Al in rubber factories?

Oh no, other things too. | worked Quaker Cats and | practically tried
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everything so |'ve gone through a lot of experiences. It did me good

in later years because | was pretty handy with tools and everything.

| nean | used ny head in figuring out things. Wll | went to
work for three weeks. | was on the picket l|ines working. Then ny
funds run out, | had to leave, so | took off for MIwaukee. Then I

was in Mlwaukee which | hadn't seen since | was nine or ten years

old. The famly had broken up.

You left before the strike was over?

Yeah, | got a job, a couple of jobs there. Wrked for Schlitz and
then Pabst and then 1 finally went back to Akron again, By then the
strike was over, but | didn't stay long after, about a week or so.
Then with another friend we went on the road, riding freights and
seeing the country. | got stranded in a nining canp down in Logan,
Vst Virginia and that was the greatest experience of ny life in ex-

ploitation and robbery and so on.

Did you work in the mnes?

Ch yes, | never saw a hole deeper than six feet. It was killing work
in the mnes, especially for a young kid who had never seen a m ne.

Vell at that time, the 1913-14 depression was already in the start

and things were slowing dawn. W& were getting 47% cents per car, which

come to about two and a half tons.

How long did it take to fill the car?
Vell, sonme of the older nminers probably didn't take as long, but we
didn't get too much. Anyway, we got one car one day and two the next,

so one day we nade 47 1/2 cents and the next day 95 cents and it alternated
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every day. And all the equipnent we had to purchase fromthe m ning
conpany store. That was on consignment or credit rather, and | was
never able to pay a penny on that bill. Finally | just gave up and
went to another place where this friend of mne that | was with had
gone to a little ways up from It's called Anherst. Wen | got there
| got into the mne working with one of the bosses in that canp. (ne
day this friend of mne tells ne not to go to work the next norning

we were going back to Akron. He nmade a couple of hundred dollars so
we went back to Akron.

By the time we got back to Akron the depression was in full sw ng
and it was a total depression. Very few people worked, everybody was
laid off and there was no relief of any kind. In those days we just
had to- live on our credit with people we stayed with. The influx of
| aborfrom Europe and the surrounding farm comunities was all spontaneous
growh in this big rubber industry. Mst of the people lived in boarding
houses with naybe twenty or twenty-five people in a house. And they
each paid the boarding house wife at about two or three dollars a week
for cooking and doing the laundry and things of that sort. At the end
of the week you help them get together and figure out the total bills
that had to be paid, groceries and sonmething and another. Then they
prorate, so each one had to pay so much. VeIl as things were then there
were only about two or three old people who were still working at
manual |abor and so on. The rest, especially the younger people,
were not at work and so we kept living through that winter by living
on the credit that was established already. The nerchants and the
breweries, they used to deliver once a week all the stuff that was

needed during the week. And we could get all the food and even beer.
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The beer conpani es woul d send truck | oads of beer to these boarding
houses and they'd pile it up in the basement. So we could get every-
thing but fuel because the fuel merchants had already |earned their
| esson from the other nerchants. Well, when the thing started they
dropped behind in paying their bills and then the nerchants were hooked.
They couldn't stop bringing more. They had to, not to |ose what
they already had coming, they had to keep on bringing. So for about
six nmonths these bills piled up and nobody could pay because we, the
boarders and roomers, couldn't pay our share so the landlord hinself
couldn't pay the merchants. O course, the landlord hinself was
responsible for the bills, and eventually in the spring when the war
started in Europe he sold the whole setup to another person who had
a few hundred dollars. Luckily the depression ended shortly after that so

he wasn't caught the same way, but this landlord that sold us out

with the equipment and all, he skipped town so then we were absol ved
of our responsibilities. W didn'towe anybody anything. That's how
things worked out in those days and that's how people Iived

Then the war started in Europe and things started picking up
because things are all intertwined and dependent on one another. Even-
tually this country started getting involved in the European war. |
wasn't a radical at the time. Ch | had some ideas. |'d read a Socialist
paper or sonething occasionally and heard some Socialist talk and
all that. But then when this country got into it and they started
conscription and things of that sort | just couldn't see ny way clear
inpulling into a war and it wasn't none of ny business. So | didn't
register and | was dodging the draft all the way through. | finally
ended up in New Brunswi ck, New Jersey, and got into a rubber shop

there, which | was caught in. | couldn't leave, | had to stick it out.
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| had no registration, nothing to prove | was legally out, and there
was a fifty dollar bounty on people like me. Cccasionally they were

| ooking for us, so | worked in this shop for the duration. Shortly
after that | got a white collar job, in a supervisory position, on a
salary basis. The other was piece work. | worked up a good relationship
with the workers in ny department. Al through the plant | was wel

l'i ked because one thing | was always fighting the Plain office, the
management. | could never take in Justice. | was always fighting for
the right all the time. So then when the Armistice was signed, they
wanted me' to stay where | was, but | just couldn't do it, so they put
me to start to build up a night shift and break in some of the returned
petty officers as supervisors and the likes. One night the manager
gave a banquet at the Hotel Statler to all the supervisory personne

and | told this fellow | had already broken in on that supervisory
position, "I can tell you just what the boss will have to say." He
says, 'I'll report when | get back." They come back about two-three
o'clock in the morning. Then the entire departnment come up to ny bench
and listened to what the report was. And naturally it was as | had
predicted, that they were trying to intensify the exploitation and to
make us work harder, but they didn't talk about more noney. The only

way we could make more noney was to work harder and that was the idea

There was no union there and no trying to organize?

No, but | asked the group then, "You heard the report, what are you

going to do about it?" "What can we do?" | had a little nore experience
that nost of ny fellow workers. So | told them | says, "There is only
one thing you can do, and that is to organize and fight for nore."

"W don't know how." | says, "I don't know how either, but if you'll
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all sign your names on this sheet of paper |'Il try and find out
how." So they did, all of themsigned. Then for the next three
weeks | wasn't nmaking any noney. | was just going all through the
plant collecting nanes of all the workers that | could contact. And

every norning | would try to contact a couple of day people that give

me a hand with the day crew. | had a brother-in-law working on the
day shift, but | couldn't get nowhere with them In the neantime |
tried to contact unions to furnish us organizers or speakers. | |jved

next door to the AFL business agent and | got hold of him and asked
himif | could get any help fromhis union and | explained the sit-
uation. | had been a nmember of the AFL Bartenders union previously

for a short tine, but | didn't understand even the AFL concept of

organi zation. | realized they had no place for mass industry workers

and unskilled workers as these were, you know But he didn't explain
this to me. He says, "You can't organize these hunkys." Anybody that

was not a craftsman was naturally a hunky and that's what they classified
the unskilled |aborer, | didn't take that for granted. | had read

some place or during ny travels | had made contact with the SLP in

Dayton, Chio. | attended a couple of their neetings and they gave ne
a couple of books to read and things of that sort, but | still didn't
understand either. Anyway, | renenbered reading they had an industria

form of union that would organize all of the workers in an industry
in a given union. So | knew of a man who represented the SLP in
New Brunswi ck. He was self enployed, he had a little print shop and
he was also playing in a band, a nmusician. | contacted himto see if
he couldn't get ne a speaker or an organizer. He promsed to get ne
one from New York. O course, | wasn't aware that the SLP union was

only on paper, that it was just an idea but it was never in practice
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So on the basis of that | called a neeting for the foll owi ng Sunday
and the people arrived at the meeting and this fellow showed up, too.

I was in the position where | had to open the neeting, | had never
attended a neeting of any kind before or talked to nore than two
people at a tinme and | just nuddled. through somehow and opened the
meeting. Then | asked this fellow to present his representative or
union official and then | learned he couldn't or was unable to get a
speaker from New York, and he hinself, was no nore equiped to conduct
a meeting or explain to the group and nobody else did. So here I'm
stuck, | had to carry on as best as | could. And then finally
sonmebody suggested that we have a young Wbbly in our group, who also
since he came back fromthe arny had gotten into this plant. He pro-
bably worked there a couple of weeks before the strike was called, but
| didn't know of himand | didn't know nuch of the IWNeither. So
they introduced himand told me that he was here. | asked himto
explain his union to us. Wll, he was unable. He wasn't a speaker

or a talker either. Wat he did do, he gave ne the preanble of the

of the IWWto read off to the group, which | did, and asked them what
their pleasure was. The consensus was: join the union that gives us
the nost strike benefits. And it was explained no union pronses
strike benefits. If there was a need or there is noney available, who-
ever needs it will get it. But here, none of us had paid a penny into
it yet. | had collected a lot of names but | had neglected to collect
their noney, which was a mi stake, But, of course, | couldn't do other-

wi se because we didn't have a union to collect for

Ri ght

And | couldn't collect on my own.
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I Ri ght.

R That would have made it look bad. In fact nanagement even spread
this runor that the reason |'m organizing themis because 1 got fifty
-cents for each man that | signed up. And nobody had paid a nickel
or a penny even. Then it was decided that we join the VWV and they
started to prepare and decide on a strike. This last job in Long
Beach was on the sanme basis, that was the sanme kind of mistake and others
like it. But anyway, we've learned from some of these m stakes and
we're still learning and |'ve been using that to tell the newer nenbers
and del egates not to nake the nistake that | made. | wote themall
letters explaining this to the fellow up in Toronto; He was in Roch-

ester. Before then, | guess he was here.’

I Yeah, he was here.

R Yeah, well he turned out to be a pretty level headed fellow After,
| got into contact with him and explained things to him So there he
is doing a very good job there now. Anyway we were out on strike for
about three weeks when they started to sneak back. But the day after
this neeting, Chicago was notified that this thing was going on and
some help was needed and they started flocking in like Cal Keller.
Well, Cal Keller is the one who started me on the way to |earning
things, and John Al exander and George Speed. They concentrated nostly

on me because | was probably the only one they saw worthwhile talKking

to. | was the only one left after the strike was over out of that whole
group. And |'ve been at it since that for over fifty years now. In
the neantinme, | was inactive for about twenty-five years. | ran out

of bosses so | had to go into business for nyself. | was supposed to

be ny own boss, operating service stations, and that's the worst |abor



Pfaff 10

yet. | used to call themoil conpanies share croppers. | organi zed
the Buffalo dealers, the service station operators of Buffalo and
vicinity, three times within eleven years from 1938 on to 1949. It
was just a struggle for existence, not because | couldn't organize
theminto the IWWif | wanted to because they were so-called business
men, but in order to survive | had to organize themso that | could

live. Oherwise | had to starve and they were starving too, every one

of them But they couldn't see that.

What union did they join, what international union did they join?

What ?

What international union were the gasoline deal ers?

Ch they were not in an international. The only thing, they were a
busi ness associ ation,they were not a union. In fact, during the Blue
Eagle days it was against the law for merchants to join |abor unions.
They couldn't join the Wbblies?

No, for one thing they were not wage workers. They were business nen
so we had no business in the IWN In fact, though | kept ny contact
with the WV | donated whatever | could and when fellow workers
cone through 1'd fill up their gas tanks and help them out -- have speakers.
| did whatever | could but | couldn't be an active nenber, you know.
So by the time | got this thing straightened out for these gas dealers,
| went broke in the process, and | dropped out. | never got the

benefit of the other things. Then, later on, | worked in the service
industry. They started to organize shortly after | started the job,
but they tried to get into the AFL, the dealers of that thing. Finally

we ended up in the OCW the G I, Chemcal and Atomic Wrkers Union.
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Now who was this, the gas station deal ers?
Yeah, the dealers and the drivers. Truck drivers, too, got into it,
but they're probably disbanded by now. | know the truck drivers are

not init any nore, or few of the dealers if any of them So it finally

fizzled out, and since that |'ve retired. | was no longer a so-called
business man. | retired and renewed ny Wbbly nenbership. For a
time there they didn't want me. Well | had to give up nmy book during
this time that | was in the gas business, | kept ny nenbership for

quite sone years but then the guys that | had lined up decided that

| had no business in the | WVbecause |'mnot a wage worker so | got
thrown out. Since then I'm working amng the students nostly. Here

a year ago, or is it tw years ago; | had a group of about eighteen
students and faculty, a couple of faculty nembers. O course, with
those, they're not stationary and they keep conming and going and
dropping out and so forth. And now we're down to this old timer who's

on his death bed. I"mafraid he won't last until | get back fromthe
convention. He has been a menber since 1912 and his dues were paid

up until the end of this year. He told his wife to give me sixty
dollars, twenty dollars for his dues for next year. Hs old book was
filled up so | had to get hima new book, continuation book and

and paid up his dues for all the next year. He wants to make sure
where he's going, he's going to be in good standing. He has been a
real good old Whbbly all these years. He used to be quite active
inthe old days. But he's been on this veterans pension because he's
been totally disabled. W had one woman that | was really proud of
and hoped that we wouldn't lose her, but | think we have |ost her
because her dues expired a couple of months ago. Usually | never have

to chase her for her dues. She'd always send me ten dollars to straighten
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up her dues and the last tine she cane to the house and paid up her

dues. And then this fracas and the water and the bulletin and | think

that's what got them discouraged. | hope not but that's the way it |ooks
to ne.

I Yeah.

R ["I'l try and contact her. And there's a professor that joined up about

a year ago when Cedarwall was in Buffalo before he started his tour
side 2 Thi s problem cropped up in New Brunswi ck, New Jersey. During the
strike we held our neetings in the Socialist Party hall which was on

the second floor. The person who owned the store underneath.

I Wien was this?

R This was in 1919. And, we held our strike neetings in the Socialist
Party hall during the strike. Then after a strike Cal Keller and
and George Speed advanced me a weeks pay to open two local halls, one
in South River and one in New Brunswi ck, which are close by for the
people that worked in the rubber shops from one comunity and the others.
And.1 did, but we had trouble with the local, There was some Wbbl i es,
the Hungarian branch of Wobblies in New Brunswick, and after a strike
they insisted that we hold our meetings in the Hungarian |anguage
because they were in the majority. And the others were just those
that were not from the strike group but other people that were nenbers
of the IWW a few of them  Some of them had remained after a strike
that came in during a strike, tw or three of them helping me along
So, we had this squabble with the Hungarian speaking group there, and
| explained to themthat this is not a |language group. It's an in-

dustrial union and there are other people involved, other |anguage
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speaki ng people and so we have to hold our neetings in the English

| anguage that nost of them understand. They wote into Chicago.

In those days we had these | anguage papers. Bach had it's own
editor and secretary-treasurer. Cal Keller was editor of the Gernan
paper, Kl ausen Kanpf and John Al exander was the secretary. And in

the Hungarian paper we had Newran and Bartlett. Newran was the editor

and-Bartlett was the secretary. So these Hungarians from New Brunsw ck
wote to Newran about this thing that's going on and wanted to get
their information or ideas. Newran wote a letter to this fellow
Wi zer that the IVWis not a revolutionary union because the bosses
haven't recognized it, and so on. \Well, | got a hold of this letter
somehow, the guy not realizing | was going to use it. | think he
either read it off or let me read it. \ell that wasn't the right
thing to do, so | wote to Bill Haywood and | told him | says, "This
is what's going on here." Then we had a large group in Chicago here,
Hungarian group, and organizers and union Wbblies. Bill Haywood told
these Hungarians what's going on, so they threw these two guys out
of the hall bodily. They had already nade some commitment to the
newy forned Communist Party among the Hungarian |anguage groups

t hroughout the country.

l Wio had made the comm tnent?

R. This Newman and Bartlett.

. Onh.
R. They took the membership list and | don't know, sold it or just gave it.
They were thrown out of the IWNWhall. So then, in the meantine, before

the Palmer raid, that sane day, we got a notice that one of our menbers
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that had joined the Mtchlen tire group from South R ver had been
arrested and put in jail. So, | and two other fellow workers that

came during the strike and stayed there, (They were construction
workers and they were the only ones who had jobs then) three of us

went down to South River and |ooked up this fellow worker to see what
we could do for him He lived out in the country some place and

we had to hike for mles to find his hone. W did find his hone.

Then we learned that he'd been in a New Brunswick jail, at the Mddle-
sex County jail, | guess it was. And then we had to hike back. By

the time we got back to his jail it was getting close of mdnight,

and we had a talk with this mn. This was a Polish speaking fellow,
and the Anerican fellow there was scabbing during the strike so the

two of them were always fighting. One of them called the other Polack
and he called hima scab and finally it got so this Polish fellow knifed
the other guy in the shop, So that's how he got into this. Anyway

we decided, the tree of us, that | take off for New York and go to

see the Civil Liberties Union to see if we can't do anything for the
mn. On the way honme we decided to stop in. W had rented our own

hal| then above the Socialist Labor Party hall, or Socialist Party

hall on the third floor, which was new, and we decided to go up into
our hall before we go home and discuss things a little nore. Wen

we got up to the second floor the Socialist Party Hall doors were
smashed in and the furniture is all scattered all over the place and

w ecked and so on. \ell, this Looks Like a raid and we went to see

if they did the same to our hall. Then, of course, they didn't know
about this yet. W just had it about a week or so, and they thought

we still used the Socialist Party Hall for our strike meetings, so they

figured we were still down there. W got up and nothing, everything
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was intact. So we went hone, still not realizing what had heppened.
We knew it was sone kind of raid. W thought it was a local white
terrorist or sonething. So next nmorning early | started out for New
York and to the Civil Liberties Union to talk to Roger Baldwin. He
was the originator. of the Civil Liberties Union. He was the head of

it then. But then, when | got there | was kind of early and | figured
the office don't open till nine so I'd stop in at the Whbbly Hall.

| go in there and just as | get to near the hall, the secretary cones
along to open the hall and we both got to the entrance and the other
door is smashed in and the piano is all splinters and the typewiters,
all the equipnment is all smashed. Well, sonething is wong here, so
he goes down the corner and gets a newspaper. O course the newspapers
are blasted with the Palmer raid that night all over the country. So
they arrested a couple of our young fellow workers in New Brunswi ck,

a fellow by the nane of Tizer, he worked in a shoe store for a fellow
that was synpathetic to us, he used to donate and help us. So they
got this kid from hone, picked himup from hone and another fellow
worker, a Hungarian. He was sonewhat of an inventor. He invented
things and he got a window frame of sone kind. | don't know just what
it was like, but the papers made a bonb drawing out of it and all that
stuff. After that | couldn't get a job in the town and | was bl acklisted.
| got a job under an assumed nane as a streetcar notorman, and one day
the Sheriff of South River saw me on the car and the next day | was
fired. | took off for New York City and there | had several jobs.

| worked in a garage nost of the tinme. Then later on | worked in a
wel ding shop with one of our fellow workers, Louis Barta. He died sone
years ago. He was one of the npbst effective Hungarain organizers.

He used to go on trips, and speaking tours and the likes. H's brother
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was part owner of this welding shop and he was kind of an inventor.
At the time he invented a new type of spark plug that woul dn't foul
and the government was going to buy the patent fromhim | don't
know, | guess they offered maybe a thousand dollars and they wanted
a one hundred and ten or sonething. They were for airplanes. It
was a good thing, but it didn't work in cars because it took too
nmuch power to fire themso it wasn't practical. Anyway, one day |
told him | says, "There's too dam many bosses here." And | offended
himso he fired me. So | came to Buffalo.

In New York we had the same problemwith the |anguage groups.
| was the go between, between the Wbbly Hall downtown and the Hungarian
group uptown. (One time we were supposed to hold the unenpl oyment
meetings and street corner neetings, soap boxing. And | was to take
charge of that district, the 72nd or 73rd street, 74th street district
to hold these unenpl oyment outdoor meetings and the propaganda meetings.
So | was promsed an English speaking speaker and a Hungarian speaker
fromthe uptown group. Ve didn't have a soapbox but we had a little
short step ladder that we used for a podium The people gathered
around us. | got up on this and started to tell what the neeting is
for, the purpose and so on. The English speaker hadn't arrived and |'m
trying to drag time till he gets here, hoping that he gets there any
mnute. \Vell, he didn't show up. So finally I introduced the Hungarian
speaker and put himup on the stand. \ell he starts talking and a cop
on the beat comes and you can't talk in a foreign language there, etc.
He couldn't talk English. He was a good Hungarian speaker. Now what
am| going to do. So he comes down and | got to go, hack up. N o w
| gotta talk English, speak so to say. And | couldn't speak. |

started talking and flailing with ny arns and |legs and every other thing
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and kept shouting and hollering. Finally this cop got sick and tired
of listening to nmy attenpt to say sonething and he wal ked away. As
soon as he was out of sight | called this guy back on the stand and
let himtalk. The cop didn't come back. | guess he was afraid he'd
have to put up with ny nonsense. So, those thing you can find through-

out your struggles.

Was there a Russian speaking group in New York?
Ch yes there was, but we weren't connected with them they had their
own | anguage movenent and group. But they're all Wbblies, you know.

Their papers were also |WV official papers.

| was just wondering what kind of effect the Russian revolution had

on the Whbblies, | nean all of the Wbblies not just the Russians.

It must have had a big effect at first.

Ch, it did there at first because we did a lot of things for them and
hel ping. But you know, after awhile when they started to try to

dom nate the |abor organizations of other countries the |ocal so-called
left Socialist who turned Communi st about that tine, it was the sane
in the Hungarian speaking group as it was in the Russian or any other
group. This was sonething novel and new and they thought this was

the real thing and they becanme Communists. And naturally, well anybody
that wasn't with them nust be against them so they tried to weck those
organi zations that they couldn't control. And that has been their
policy ever since, | mean they tried several tinmes to get a hold of

the IWWto control it. And we had del egates who turned international.

Ch the Wbbblies sent del egates?
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Ch yes, we had delegates in Russia--WIIians. | don't recall the
nanes of the delegates. And one of them they had been successful
in swaying, was recalled. | think it was WIlians. Another man was
sent in his place then. But they soon found out their purpose is to
dom nate or weck the organization. It wasn't really for the purpose
of the Russian organization but the National Communist groups in
other countries.

| answered an ad for a car sal esman. The ad was, they wanted
a car salesman speaking different |anguages. So | went and saw this
deal er, the manager of the plant, and applied for the job. ['m sitting
across the desk fromhimlike | do now and he spied the Sacco-Vanzetti
button on ny lapel. "What's that, what's that?" he says. "Well can't
you see?" "Take it off, take it off," he says, "l don't wear no
button in business." | says, "Wy should | ?" He says, "They're going
to be executed. Anyway, they're guilty." | says, "That's what you
think, mllions of other people think different." Finally it got
so he left ne at the desk and wal ked out, wal ked away from ne. I
knew it wasn't the job for me so | wal ked out too. And he was one of
the Chanber of Conmerce nenbers. The irony of the thing is that

several nonths after Sacco and Vanzetti were executed this fellow

conmtted suicide. | was hoping it was because of a stricken con-
science, though it probably wasn't. But anyway, that was some poetic
justice there. Wll, that was the end of him

| kept active wherever there was a chance to spread education
and class consci ousness. |, at one time, worked at the Dunlap Tire
and Rubber Company in Buffalo. | was one of the first ones. The
plant was built during the war but it never opened up; so afterwards

they opened up and | was one of the first ones in there because 1 had
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experience working in that [ine, working in the Akron rubber shops,
It was nice work for awhile until we got things set up and started
going into production. The plant or the departnent foreman wanted
to make ne his assistant. | says, "Nothing,doing." | knew what it
was because |'ve had experience in that [ine before. So | says, "You
get somebody else.” After awhile they started timing the operations.
And sone of these scissor bills, when they saw a man with a white collar
or a stopwatch behind themthey'd go wild and work their heads off.

This guy, he was working on the opposite side of the assembly line

| tried to hold himback. | says, "Don't you see what's going to
happen, they're timing it and you'll have to work your head off to
make a days pay." And he worked that much harder. | held back and

then he conplained to the managerment that | was hol ding him back and
all that. Well anyway, they started then finally to put it down to
piece work basis. After shift on the way hone the department and |

were wal king out, and he starts telling ne that they're going to put

it on a piece work basis and he had all the prices already set up and

soon. | says, "I won't work for those prices, I'mthrough.” "Try it,"
he says, "you'll nake noney at it." | probably would have but it was
tough work. So that was the end, | quit. Then several nonths |ater

| was working between shops back and forth and one was |ike the other,
busier, so | switched back and forth. The second tine | went back
they put ne on the midnight shift, fromeleven till norning. And the
foreman on that shift is a real nuleskinner, slave driver. He'd shout
all day and all night long. You could hear him from one end of the
department to the other. And every time thatl heard him shout |

was just wishing that he'd shout at me. | told sone of the fellows too.

So | had the best job in the department. | was just at one end of the
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conveyor spotting the lids on the nolds. So one night after nidnight,
the general manager, he becane president later on, come in to visit

It was after his drinking spout | guess and then he come back. They
were standing behind ne talking and the crew at the other end got

held up. There was a line along the conveyor to start or stop the
conveyor, and I'mholding the line waiting for themto get ready. So
| pulled the line to start it. And just as | pull the line to start
it he shouts, "Cone on, what the hell are you waiting for?" And |
pulled the line the other way and stopped the conveyor dead. | turned
around and took the old leather gloves off and threw them at his feet
and | started to swear a blue streak. | says, "CGod 'dam you slave
driving s.o.b., | got too much self respect to put up wth anything
like this. God damm you and your slave driving system" Then the
manager, Watson, says, "Come on, get the hell out of here." | says

"I will, God damm you. Gve nme a pass and | will get the hell out."
So he walks up the line and | behind him raving all the way up, and
the whole department's standing still listening, taking it all in.

W got up to his office and he gave me a pass and out | went. Vell,
inthe meantine, this night there nust have been a Wbbly in that place
and next norning all the washroonms and the men's roons and everything
else was plastered with silent stickers and leaflets. | didn't know
about it but | got the credit for that too. Wll, they had a system
that the night crew, the paymaster come in during the night and give
each one his pay. And those that didn't work that night had to cone
back Saturday nmorning to the pay office and pick up their pay. Satur-
day norning | go in to pick up ny pay and they refuse to give it to
me. They had changed their schedule in the nmeantime and you had to

wait till Monday. Well, then 1 let |oose again at the pay office, and
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| was so wild that they had had the whole police departnent down to put
me out on the sidewalk. | continued on the sidewalk, then they cone
and put off the sidewalk onto the street. The sidewalk is their
property too. So what am | going to do with these s.0.b.s? | knew

a lawyer friend of mne, '"he was a Socialist lawer. | used to go out
drinking with himonce in awhile, a fellow by the name of Wiss. |
says, "lrvin," | says, "I got some trouble here." And i told him what
it was. "What can you do," he says, "they make their own laws. The
best thing you can do is wait until Mnday and pick it up." That
wasn't the idea, | just wanted to get back at them, Well, | had to
wait until Monday. Then, oh about a year or so later, things were
slack all over, kind of a recession. So | wasn't doing anything. |
knew | couldn't get a job at Dunlap but anyway | was going to go see
what's going on. Anyway, | go back to see what's going on during this
recession. | see they have a big sign, oh about six feet by six feet
big and wide, "Positively no help wanted." So there | was, nobody

at the enploynent office because they see the sign and just turn around
and go back home. Well, | went in. The clerk at the desk, "Wat can
| do for you?" "Wll, do you need an old rubber neck?" He says,

"Are you an old rubber neck?" | says, "Yeah." "Well, where did you
work?" | says, "I work in every rubber shop in Akron, Chio." "You're
just the man we need." "Did you ever work here?" | say, "Yeah."
"What's your name?", So he goes over to the file, "No we can't use

you. | says, "I didn"t think you could.” So that was that.
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Tape 2

| used to go back and forth between several shops as | said. This
place was naking hydraulic shock absorbers for the higher priced

cars in those days and they couldn't be serviced on the road if they
went bad. They had to be sent back to the factory and we repaired
them There was a special department for repairing. There was about

a dozen of us in this department. And the rate of pay at that tinme

was about fifty cents. W used to repair nmaybe two,
three or four instruments a day. |f we had bad |uck, why there'd be
one or two |ess or maybe one nmore. |'d say about five or six were good

days. So when | went back a second time, it was probably a year or
so later, they had changed things. Started putting new systens and
new way of making it. Didn't repair them anymore the way we used to
but they just replaced parts. In the neantime the fellow that worked
next to ne on the bench becane foreman. So, he hired ne and they had
my record.

Then | found out they hired me for five cents less
than | was getting before. Well that didn't go over so good. They
expected twice the amount of work. The fellows that were worKking
there then, instead of four or five or six instrunents, they put out
twelve. Well, | couldn't see that so | just kept on putting out the
old schedule, the old methods, the same nunber of instrunents".
for several days. So one day the foreman cones over. He says, "Hank,
they're squawking in the office. You're not putting out enough work.
You' re only putting out so many." | says, "Look Art. Wen you and I.
worked on the bench together," | says, "you remenber we only did so
many. And now they rehired me for five cents less than | was getting

then and they expect me to do twice as nuch work." | says, "I don't
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believe in scabbing on nyself." So, he goes up in the office and tells
them that and he brings ny pay back. That was the end of that, | never

went back to work there. So that's the end of that story.

Unenpl oyed agai n.

We had unenpl oyed unions or unenpl oyed | eagues and the |ikes. And
this friend of nine was a radical mnister, fellow by the nane of Hand.
He had been an old tine Socialist during the depression and him and |
used to go on picket lines together. He was an all around rebel

and revolutionist. He also had subscribed to the Industrial Worker
and he had been harassed by the FBI as | was. | had ny station near

by his church just a blick away and we probably met every day pretty

near and chatted. He was a friend of Scott Nearing. | never went
to his services, you know, | wasn't religious. He never talked religion
to me, always economic and social questions. | was with himaquite

often and we tal ked about everything of course, he used that religious
connection for the purpose of spreading class consciousness and working
class philosophy and so on, W used to hold street corner meetings.

And himand | used to go down to the relief office and fight for people

that were out of work. Twelve dollars was the best they'd do. |

had a nice hone before that, and the relief woman, | had lost ny leg
in the meantime, | shot it off at a gas station. | set a trap and |
stepped into it nyself. Since that |'ve been hopping around on a

wooden leg. So himand | used to go down to the relief office and
fight for other people. Wen | got to the position that | needed relief,
| fought my own battles. One day, it was getting in the fall with
col der weather and they had pronmised to sendfuel,. They hadn't done

it so | went down and | raised hell at the relief office. In fact,
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before that they had asked ne to take a job in the relief office as
a clerk there. But it didn't work out because they found out | was
a Wbbly so they got some politician into that job. Anyway, | went

down and here is this new guy at the entrance to the office. And

penci| and paper and, "Wo you wanna see?" 'l told him "So and So."
"What is it about, I'Il see him" | says, "You will like hell, I'm
going to see himor else!" And | raised a ruckus, so he goes inside

And all these people that are sitting there, they cone to ne and tel
me their troubles rather than fight for thenselves. WelIl, they didn't
want me to stir up a hullabaloo there so they got me in there quick.
"You go back hone and it'Il be there before you get there." It was
there by the time | got there. | had witten a letter to this relief
worker and he carried it in his wallet for a couple of years and they
were using that for a sanple. Well it was just a natural thing for

me to fight injustice. No matter where | found it | just kept on
fighting it. There's not that much else that | can think of at the

moment . | suppose that'1ll be enough anyway.
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HENRY-J. PFAFF
77 ECKHERT ST.
SUFFALO, N-Y. 14207

June 17, 1974

Dear Ms. Bal anoff,

Under seperate cover |I'mreturning transcript of oral interview, tor mnor
corrections, to make sone of the sentences' nore intelligible.

Althogh the transcription hardly reflects ny speach manerism |'minclined to |et

it go at that. |'realize that at the tine the interview was taped, | had had no practice
of talking into a mcrophone; Which may account for many onissions and cronol ogical dis-
crepancies : Plus the pressure of tine at that period.

I'm also enclosing a copy of a witten interview,on the same topic,; requested by
a Kent State U.,history major,for his Masters thesis. | don't think there'll be any
conflict if you can use all or any part of it in your project.

He did ask ny permission for depositing a copy in the Akron University archives

when he gets thru with it. | told himto use it anyway he sees fit.
' m extending you the sane curtesy and if |- can be of additional help,please |et
me know.

Perhaps, normally there',s no relevancy between |abor-history and poetry; though
there may be exceptions, such as, Verse interpreting historic subject or |abor philosophy.
At any rate, being a product of Opsinath University, ny primary objective is to enhance
man's erudition. Thus | acquired the hoby of witing didactic Verses on various aspects.
of life here and hereafter, not in the conventional concept of poetry; but in a noncon-
formng vein, yet, like the contenporary "Philosophical Anarchists" neither am | Anarchi st
nor phil osopher.

Having traced many of the currently popular isns to their origin,| do not accept han-
ded down interpretations of charlatans. 1 hold that whatever know edge any person has,
others too can learn under simlar circunmstances and effort. No man has a nonopoly on
wi sdomthat all know edge is an accunul ation of the past experiences of the hunan race.

For whatever,it maybe worth, |'m enclosing sone sanples of ny attepts at thought--
provoking, from ny forty pages,of didactic verses that ,| intend to publish sonmeday.
| woul d wel cone appraisal, not praise; but unbiased criticism of the verses.

Note : If the added material or part of it is inapplicable for your purpose; it may
be forwarded to Fred Thonmpson c/o IWWVW 752 W Wbster Ave. Chicago, III. 60614
& 4.0/,
i ( ‘(/// / 4 iI
Sincerely, {‘ivgx/“’)\ijr [

Henry J. Pfaff



AUTHANATOPSI A

The thought | nopst acutely dread

To be an invalid confined to bed.

If | should reach that certain stage;
Wien one is helpless due to age:

| hope I'Il have,the strength of nind
To unburden those.l |eave behind !

Wien common sense says hope's in vain;

VWats the point in fighting to remain ?
Time thus gained, can be of no essence
Be it days,weeks or nonths ahence

If there's no hope for recovery ;

why have drugs prolong the agony ?

Wio shall tell a helpless invalid ?
He has noright to say: *| quit !

The choice to speed his own departure;
Is his to make, by law of nature !
Wien day is done and the race is over;
Wiy goad himon to suffer |onger ?

40

FOREWORD

These verses are not intented as poetry;
But nerely as a condensed and nore agree-

able nethod of presenting sone random
thoughts and events, gleaned from nenory,
out of experiences, thru a long and very
hectic life.

Since the purpose of the verses is inpli
citly didactic - rather than sentinental
they can not be classified as poetry .
Nor shoud they be !
HJP



| MMORTALI TY

I"'ma man who blind belief denies,
For things unknown have no desires.
O passing on | have no dread,

For |'ve conquered fear of death.

O the hereafter | have no fear.

The eternal life,to me is clear.

M/ dem se shall not be cause to mourn;
It"s just one phase of being born.

No nortal priest need offer prayer;

Wien he too departs,|'ll neet himthere.

Priests cannot point nme toward the sky,
O its direction they know leas tha I!

M/ body shall,when | expire :

Be transformed by flames of fire.
Thus, the vaporizad Oxi-Hydrogen,
WI1l be reabsorbed by other nen .

Perhaps sone tiny, restless atomes,
Di spersed by athnospheric breeze;
Wil converge on nen intelligent:
To encourage those who dare dissent

hj p

SH PWRECK

On the sea of utter futility,
Fl ounders the ship of State.

Its crew on the verge O nutiny,

In the captain has lost its faith.

The anchor broke |oose,the rudder's gone.
The. conpass lost its sense od direction.

Merchant pirates are thrilled to the bone,
In anticipation of rich, booty collection.

The passenger confusion,a hopel ess ness;
The ship is at the edge of the brink
The devil raised hell with the S.OS.

The alternative to sink: Is to think !

The owners nust act,to salvage the cargo;
Hang the pirates who covet the treasure:
Then confiscate their hoarded |oot pronto,
And use it to give people lifes full rreasureh.!
I P
ACADEM ES

What is the prim purpose of college ?
Is it to enhance real know edge ?

O do we go back and forth forever nore,
to cone out again by the same door ?

Do we enter know ng everything-

and | eave having unlearned nothing.?
Qur conceit has grown enornously;
Now we're ready to guide destiny...:.'&

W try to cure all human flaws,

by the jungle rule of fang and claws.'
V¢ believe, things nust remain this way;
because thats what the wise fools !

They tell us that we must obey;
rules made by men with feet of clay.
W ignore the underlying cause
and never learn of natures |aws.

"Il pledge a four,to your two wager;
that you don't know the first law of nature!
Take up this chalange if you dare,

your. prize could be beyond conpare! hip
J



PUNY HAN

Little man you've had a busy day!
You upset the balance of nature,
and messed up the law of evol ution.
To hall you're well on your way !

You learned to grow nore food in a day,
than your famly needs in a week ;

hut, your weekly need determ nes your pay,
and the surplus piles up in a heap.

When the warehouses fill up to the top

with the stuff that your wages can’'t buy;
You're told,” "Towork and eat you muststop”
" till we dispose of our oversupply. |

So what do you do about your dilemma ?
You resort to your old trusty panacea.
You send your sons fort into a war !

To blow the surplus to hell and gone.

Then to keep you busy at both ends,as yore;
you go back to work and nake sone nore .
But your great solution boonerangs

-and knocks you into a silly harrangue .

You gave your sons to Ml och in sacrifice,
and unbal anced the ratio of the sexes ;

thus denied your daughters their birthright:

The Chance for natural mate Selection .

Do you think your gripes are justified ?
Because your kids who remained behind

refuse to heed your alleged sage advice:
Just | ook what you left themto idolize !

12

WHOSE WAR ?

Isay to warlords: GO TO HELL !

|"d rather rot in a prison cell;
Than to be tricked to go and die,
For your nonstrous barefaced lie.

Irefuse to maimand kill for hire,

To pluck your chestnuts fromthe fire.
Don't add your isnsult to ny injury -
Nor try to use ne for your thivery .

Don't tell me to die for a country ;
Whi ch so long ago you stole from ne!
You cheated,lied and robbed ne of it.
You grabbed the land and all upon it!

| know well the purpose of your game;

It avails you naught to change its nane.
Call it "War-one, " Two or Three :
Your aimis - to rob them-and me !

So if you would pile up. nore pelf :

Go fight your rotten wars yourself
This world will be without a threat;
If the bonbs blow you to hell instead.



THE QUESTI ON MARK ?

Mans very first discovery :

"I's now his nost neglected quality.
The dawn of human inquisitiveness,
Was the beginning of man's history.
Until he began to question and guess,
He was nerely another aninal species.

Wien for food he relied on instinct alone;
And found he couldn't eat a stone :

He | ooked it over and pondered why,

O how { that think resisted his try ?

That instant he crossed the dividing span;
And enmerged from primal aninmal to nman .

Since then- he took some mllion years,.
To clinb the upward winding stairs .
Sonewhere hal fway up, he lost his place;
Wien some wi nbag blew dust in his face:
And turned him round back down the ranp,

Wiere nature once gave him a hel ping hand.

Thru unknown ages now he's blindly gropeing,

Since he gave up inquiring for hopeing .
I's he bent on proving Darwin was right ?

Wio found that only the fit will survive !

Kill man end his hellward-bound jouhey
This-side the point of No - returning ?

hjp

ART AND POETRY

Poetry: Is the art of weaving ,abstract
thoughts, into gossaner cloth;

with silken tread, spun from nebul ae,
into pleasing word patterns.

Poens, are an art of communication;
and shoul d have a message to convey!
Communi cation's priml mssion:
I's to enhance Man's erudition.

Nature is the Artist nost subline,
It isn't art to copy her handywork.
Art nust interpret her designs.

Art's purpose is to provoke thought.

That which appeals to just the eye,
And does not penetrate the mind,

But let's seeds of ideas barren die
Is only fit to serve the spirit-blind .

H1R



Kevin RodWwurm - ,
Hist, Dent, Kent State U, o -
Hent, Ohlo. . ) v : . 12 /73

Dear Fel |l ow Student:

I prefer this.approach to #io the convamtional mode of addressing persons; depgnding
on what I nave in coumon with the addressse; which is ususlly Fellow worker, Since I'n
no longer an active worxer; but still a student, though not in the conventional_conccpt;
as I droped out of fift-grage in m@dterm and eventually became an OUpsimath student,
Lo much for my personal introduction. '

‘Fred Chompson informed me about your inquiry concerning 1913 Rusiver strike in Axron,<hlo.
e acked me to forvard any information I may be able to convey to you. I'm afraid that with
my own insignificant experience,l won't be able to give you much usable material., The cirw
curmstances of ny involvement in the event were not conducive to make r:icords in history
noy imuvressive resiniscences, because my native lgnorance vas still intact and sophisticg-
tion was then an unknown concept 61 years ago, ' :

At that time I was a 16% year old imigrant, transplanted from an . agricultural environe
mentat the age of 15,into teeming mass-production suroundings that tharacterized ail the
nushrooning Cities that sprang up with the advent of the Automobile, They nveded massive
nurbers of unskilled lgbor that the surcunding counfrye-sides coudn't begin to satlsty,
6¢ they opened the flocdgates of Europe at the turn of this century for cheap labor . '

This type af labor was not like the previous imgrants who consisted nostly of craftsnen,
who had brought with them experiences in |abor-unionismfromtheir old countries, so they
were less at the nercy of greedy exploiters than the unskilled workers who had no protction,
as the craft unions had no place for themin their structure, they had no place to go.

The exploitation of these unskilled unorganized workers becanme unbearable. This hope
| ess situation neccessitated the inovation of industrial unionism -The Industrial Wrkers
of thr orld", organized on the bassis of integrated industry. Thus the | AW becane the
shining star of hope to the oppressed masses in their sporadic rebellions against the
greedy exploiters.

To illustrate the conditions of those days: Two days after | arrived on these shores,
My uncle took ne job hunting, | got hired in a fish-hook factory making |ead-sinkers, at
7c pr hr. |Chhr, day,6 day wk. After a couple weeks | found out that two of ny school chuns
Who had precedet me here by two nonths were gitteng twice as nuch at a mirror factory, so
| quit and went to work at the mirror factopy at 12c¢ and soon 14c, but within two months

| quit again, | don't remenber the reason, perhaps | was overly sensitive and never could take
scolding and repelled against authority all my life, One manifastation of this trait in
ny makup: | stayed with ny father’s nephew who was ny guardian, every time | quit a job, | got a

t horough dressing down, that |'11 never find another job and that I'mgoing to end up as a
loafer. They had the idea that the first job should be a Lifetine proposition, so the next
norning he made me go with himto the Firestone plant and talked to his foreman to give

me a job, he put me to work with Nick as his helper, carting raw rubser from the stock-room
to the mi1lls and calenders.

Here I lasted two days and had my first lesson in psychology that I never forgot.&ll
day he kept reminding me that I a green kid am gotting 18¢ pr.hr. and he a married man
with two children wazs gotiing only a half cent more., I soon realized thal He wasn't get-
ting too little; bit I was getiing tdo much.. The clincher came on the Becond‘day,when
he paried the cart too clote to the stack on wy side so that I couldn'twork and just stood
around,cne of the men necarby remarxzed ''thats a goud helperyoufve pgot' in a language they
thought 1 don't understand,when he replied "he don't know any betterl On the way ocut I
went to the foroman about another job,ho told wme in vperfoct German “you can sce foryoure
selt there are no jobs in this dep't for kids,theytre all siz-footers.The reson I wut you
’with'your Unclo I figured he could curry you along with hin", I wunt home packed up my
taings ana walked out of hils houce,never to tall to him again. o

That year I had 14 varlous Jobs looking for something better,That individualistic
rmethod was our only way of ruodress,the mass-production vorkers had no union,nor wwarenes
of its necd, ' '



#a
At the beginning of 1913, | worked at the Dianond Tire plant adjacent to Goodrich, latter

merged. One Saturday nmorning | glanced out the window and saw a great nmass of people in
the tousands nilling in front down Main street. Al the workers in the dep't flocked to the
W nows, when this green kid pi et-up in broken English what are they doing down there?
lets go out and help them | didn't know what great sin | commtted that everybody | ooked
down on me as if | had nurdered ny father? | had never heard the word strike or seen a
policeman in action. At noon we were told to go out the side gate and come back the same
nonday; but the strikers had anticipated the ruse and had the plant surounded and marched
past as we came out, So that we got swept up in the streamrolling past

The march originated at the Firestone plant, one contingent marched Fast to the Goodyear
plant, the other North past Diamond and Dianond and Coodrich and then converged at Howard and Market
into a huge Hall where we paid our innitiation fee O 50c. There was no tinme to fill out
menbership cards so we were given a bit of red ribbon and a pin to stick on our |apels,

The drygoods nerchants did a | andoffice business in red ribbon as the young generation
made up in enthusi sm what we [acked in know edge and bought red ribbon by the yard to
drape around our hats.

In the corners of the Hall were speaches in the various |anguages, as | understood 3
| anguages equal |y bad | nade the rounds, Haywoods English was out of ny reach, Rothfishers
Hungarian and the German speaker's words were just as Geek to ne, not just most of us
but the native peasants were no better equipt, they merely spoke a different |anguage
Evidently, the founders of the IWWwe aware of this problemas the three stars in their
Label indicate the need for "Education Organization Emancipation”.

Qoviously,it would be presunptuous of me to try to give a conprehensive account O ac-
tivitics that I wasn't nor could ve bon intimately in contact with, nor could the, noro
mature workers, unless they had been active in The | WNpreviously and had sone bassic
understanding of |WV principles. Few of the Iocal people had that kind of experience no
doubt some learned while the strike lasted. Personally I_ learned little from it outside
of the feel of a police bat accrost ny back, when on the picket line | saw a nen from
my dep't come out thru the gate and | grabbet his lapel trying to tall; to himdidn't know
why; but wham That wan about the extent of my experience. Being young and imature,plus
the fact that | was never ahead of the current paycheck and had no nmeans fox sustenance
over an extendet period so after the second week of the strike | had to pull up stake and
go to MI|wakee where ny nother lived,when | returned two nmonths later,the strike was all
-forgotten and considered |ost.

Though no strike is ever realy lost; but that it was |ost before it started i.e. unor-
gani zed. From practical experience and |later deductions |'ve learned that a strike that
starts unorgani sed, invaroably ends that way. Mst of the sporadic nmassive strikes of that
tine were spontanious, not started by the IWV After they got out on the streets they ware
hel pl ess and in need of aid they turned to the IWWto try to rectify the bungled job, but
the IWV wusually got the blame for the lost strike. eventough the nere presence of the |WV
threah caused conditions to inprove in every instance. The Akron strike was no accception,
it too ended the way it started and to prevent a repetition, the conpanies subsequently
istalled controled conpnay unions or made a deal with captive business unions. These facts
have been ignored or unnoticed by the historians, perhaps the job of historians is to re-
cord events as they happened and how rather than wsy? It took me a decade to find the
answer to a couple why's only after | bungled another Rubber strike just before | got back
into the IWW in 1919, when thru lack of experience |I pulled an unorgani zed strike of
two Rubber Plants, of which, strike there is no record and only two of us alive who ranem
ber Carl Keller. is the other, he was one of the organizers the came to our rescue. Before
| go into details of that event, it may help understand the first if clear up the second
Wy? Wy and how the | WV managed to be Johnny on the spot wi thin hours wherever trouble
broke out ?

After the turn of the century, the nere poyesive el enents of the immgrant collo-
-lein the industrial Cties had their various |anguage groups of Socialist party and SLP
branches. After 1908 when DelLeon was austed fromthe IWN forned his own Industria
uni on setup from these groups the WIU called | VW many of those | anguage groups
actuclly became the nuclei of the IWVin the larger Cities when nmen like Charles Rothfilsher
an el oquent Hungarian organi zer and other |anguage speakers induced nany of these group
cont
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to sumvarily cwitch to the Ii., like the Buff:lo lungarian SLP group bvecame Local #5 of

L 0f the I, in 1912 and conducted a strike of the American Radlator plant.many of that

original group remained lifelong members of the IVW. I buried the last two 3 and 1 year
280,

Similar groupe oxisted in rost other industrial Citles; but being predominantly recent
immigrants, few spose the lanpuageproficlently so the kept isolated from the nain stream
of social activity and their language clubd served primarilyas sccial contacts among thoir
own people,depending on their special interosts, Some had more or less socialistic inclie
nations and would draw similarly inclined people to their ranks. They also scrved the cause
in their ows way, they were not organizers; but as workers in industry,they were at the
scone of developlng trouble ard would notify IWW Headquarters, within hours liobbly épeakers
vould start flocking in from all directions. A typical instance was the New Brunswick H.J,
Hubber strike for which I was dircetly resposibleand the QXtP“Uutin” circumstances have

"been ¢ svered.,

In the following six year interdm I didn't hibernate like most of mycontemporaries did.
Hever a conformiztibut always inquisitive,l leurned many things by trial and error.lhus’
in the summer of t3 I learned what riding the rods and side~dcor pullmans is like,vas nabe
bed and given 15 days on the rock-plle, then got stranded in a Mining camp,lcarned firste

. hand what hell is like. A month later found nyself marching at the head of a collumn of

rebelling miners; no-not that I was that good; but mersly because speaxing three and a +
lengwarzes I could convsrse with wnost of them so they made me interpret their grlcvances
to the management.io were told to go back to workand we'll get all the cars we want; we
did gétall and more,for two days they plled them on top of us so we couldn®n take care of

“them so they had an excuse and things went back to the old SNAFU, There was nc union then,

‘though the AFL Miners federation was about 20 years old,it hafn't penetrated the [lills oE.

W.Virginia., 1 started out owing the Company 1i7dollars for equipment and was earning 473¢
one day and 95¢the next alterrately,in two months there never saw money, The cowmpany owned

. the store the houses the sheriff and its monay(scipt). After I bought work shoes on week

worik pants the next and work shirt the following,there was nothing left to deduct from ny
or board and lodging, the longer. I staydd the more I owed, yet,l was fortunate,bring algne.
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1 was able to escape in the darknes of night; but those families with kids were doomed,

“After gett ihg back ‘to ikron at the beginning otwinter and already well advanced 1913=-14

-depression that only ended after theEuropean war got into full awing and pulied us out

"-of it , I often wonderdd how those Miners fared those nine menths? If and how they survivedf

How weln Akron and perhaps every other congested Citie survived during that massive un-
ployment,without any type of scecial welfare or relief,would make a wery interesting social
novel; but thats neither relevant nor pertin ent to the subject,

Reverting to the subject of Rubber strikes : Nevr a confirmist,I was always rebelliocus;
but not a concious revel, so when in 1917 this country drafted for world var 1, I instince
tivelyrefused to conform,subsequently found myself snagged inside the India Rublber woks
for the duration four years after the iAkron strike, Within a year I was promuted to a wh nite-

collar salaried jJjob in suppervision;but constantly fought manabement on belalf of the workers.

Held the trust and respect of the workers throughout the plant, could naver toerate yrongs,
several times paclkied up and started to wulk out in a huff and got intercepted with an agree—
nent that they make things right. :

After the Armistice I irnsisted on going back to work on the bench and piece work. They

didn*t want to hear of it; but I went anyway. Then they put me to building up a night shift. .

As I etl1ll had contacts in the mainoffice I was aware of all the manuwovers contemplated,
One night during a wanzgement banquet I was informed that a raw deal that 1 had preodicted .
was in the making.ail the worseru in the dept.flocked to my bench to nhcar theg report.lhey
were all riled upand when I asked them whatthey're going to do about 1it? They said what can

~we do 7 I told thewm thore's only one thing you can do; that is to organize and fight," o

don't know how "I teld them I don't know how neithe; but if all of you sign your names on
this sheet of paper I'll try to find dut FYowr.you. Theéen for three vecks I made 1little money
as I was busy roaming the plant all nights collecting namee; but no money: THE 3Iv MISTAKE!

1 collectud hundreds of numes;but not o nickel 6f woncy,se they wepon't financialy come
mitted,since we had no unicn it never entered my mind to collect money,that I had no right

to,what an opportunity loat,wecuuse I didny know cnough te or..nize & union on a soxiuv foot=-

contiuod
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tin_ dw:rldao the piant firet,whlch can nevor be done an the outside,bocause unorpanized
gtreot crowds are hut mobe without cohesicn,only organized effort can produce resulis,

1f my inexperionce had been the oxoption instead of the rule,l wouldnft have been pushed
to the fore osnd things might hove turned out differently.Thus,trying to fulfill wy promise,
I sought advice fren profolsicnal labor lewswers, s I lived next duor to the loual AL Lube
nes8s agent ,1 talked to him and he iried Yo talk me out of 1t and told me " you can't Orgae
nize those :unkiegY., I didn?t know then that unskilled workoer meant Hunky, thoyph I had
belonged to the artenicere uition gseveral months a couple yooars earlier; Lut naver attendet
a moeting and was totally donosrant of L16s nethods and structure to understand hils acvtitude,
Next I contactod the laocal ro;resentative of the S.L.P.,as8 I had road ono of their papers
onco and remembored they vwere supposged to have a in.Lustepial union and decldod thato what
we neod. ¢ promlosed to get me an urganizer for the following sunday from dow Yori Clty.

On the strengtn of that promige 1 arranged a general meeting for thatl day, about fifiy
showed up. i had o open tho meeting and aszaed for tho nomination of & chairman,wishlug
boyond hope that comebody would rescue mo from my excruciating agony of floudeping helvlese
ness, I had nevor at.ented a mecting of any-huind nor ever speken to nmors than thres peopla
cat the same time; bul I weu duomed &nd had to asuddle thtough because eveyone ¢lse was just
op bad off, o to pet ocub fr.m under I called on the SLPite to present hie man from H.Y.
tng CP : _ ) e = -

. ihe crusher came when he informed me that hoe couldn®t get an orpanizer, He coldn't give
ug any helpa as he wasen’t anymore of a speaker than 1 wes,dilemma 7 A nighimare !

Before I narrate tihe subseguent developmentg,a 1ittle known fact must be interjected
and romembered: -The I¥WW had nothing whatever to do with the rise of this situatlon,nor
in othezr spontainiously cerupting struggles. Invariably,the I¥Y was only aprraled to after
the situations had develped, That was trus of Hubber,Textlle,Slteel and many others,conte
rary to the widespread misconception that the I0¥W had loust the strike: the fact is,it was
lost when it was started and the Iw¥ prevented it from becoming a total disactor,as willbe
eviadent in subseguent develpments, )

“In the afore described inextricable snare,l strusggled for a way out and asked the group
-what they want to do? Houp snyone gomething he can tell us? Then a visitor from the liunge
arian group told wmus that we have & youn man hure who is a 2obbly  and speaks bngllsh
San Weiner, he was just roleased from the stockade where he was held £for refusting -to
vear a uniform or shoulder a gun, I invited hin to explain his unicn to us,I couldnT get
him to.zpesk; but he handed me an IwWW pager,the first time I ever saw its preamble and
read it off the neelling then asked them what they thing of 1t? The general Couscnsus was;
that wo wunt the union that glves us the most strike benefit, How ironicy before they even
a nickel they wepe looking for strikeé pay,they vere not oven ocut yet.ifter they were told
that unions dou't promise strike pay,they decided we'll taxe the IWW, without asiing whete
her the I%4¥ wanta thew, They realy toupht they were doing the union a favor letting it do
thelr Jjob for them,yet none would've remained sembers regardless of the outcomo.

5till unorganized,they proceeded to elect a grievance committee to draw up the demands
and a J nemuer delcgation to present them to the nmanagement Monday worning, Of the men
only 2 had coples, one. of then my brothereinlaw didn't report for work,the othuy waited
outside the gate till 9ofrlock when thoe Superintendont arrived and handed 4t to him,he
looked 1t over and said I'vo nothing to do with this ,take 1t to the main office; but
the guards varred ni entragnce,.The third man who was inslde had no copy, no one knew how
to o absut things, Insido coverybody stood arcund walting for things to hapnen,nobody could
‘work because I had all the bollor room weracs signed up and they lot the fires zo out and
ne steanm inx a rubvoer shop means ,no production, . Finally the manacwvent realizsed wvhat hape
pened und ran all thru the plant ,%eiling everybody thoy're clogqing up for three weeks
and those who throw away their union card can c¢ome back then uf course they onread the lie
that I wus getting S50% of the tike,thats why I €1d it, had they said 1000 they'd beon rignb.
for thatu what I pot, 1004 of nothing. Yet,what Ifve loarned since,about human vehaviour,
1 think 1t guite possible that some may've believed the lle,oven tho-ech inew he didnt pay;
but maybe evoryone slue did? '

How the ctrize and locxoud were on and the Iwil orpenlzers slaprted areciving from w.f.and -
Chicaupee +he noxt day. the MHitcholin fire workers wildked out to J.odn uu,thate the {iersy tlue
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# that any moncy changed hands, Ve 1iﬂed’up a lot of memcers during the strikejbut after
thre weeks they started drifting back and that was the interest in orconization.f was the
only one left, locked out and blacklizted wnich turned out to be a Llessing in disguise,’
for me it was the point of no retupn.l had but ons way to go;forward,

Wen it was all over and the seakers were leaving, Carl Keller and George Speed advanced
me a weeks pay and instructed nme to open two local Halls, one in S. Rver and one in New &

Brunswi ck, which | did; but it was a mistake, like hitching the cart before the horse, with-
out menbers a hull is of little use. | tried to keep both places open; but for some reason
no one ever entered the S . River hall, which to an experienced organizer would have been ob-

vious; but me, it took 45 years to find out the cause and effect of several things that | had
no know edge of at the tine, since | didn't consider nyself in an official caoacity, Though

I hel ped the organizers filling out applications for membership and other chores | was
asked to do; but | knew nothing about prodecures and records, or that the membership record
had been stolen from the, the hall, that | had no way to notify the menbers of me etings

Thus, won | was told that the S.Rivor group wanted to hold a meeting Sundat norning and
went to open the hall, no one showed up, exept the sheriff of SR He cane in, |ooked around
and wanted to know who is running this place ? |I sensed his hostile attitude and told him
there's the charter on the wall. He started lecturing ne; aren't you ashamed, a young fel-
low like you, belonging to an organi zation like this? | asked, whats the matter with this
orgi zation?" Whats the matter whith it? evergthing!" | can't ne a thing wong
with It !' He, "lot me toll you IWM, stay the hell out of S River or youll get whats
comming to you, A week latter he spotted me on a trolley car of which I was the notornan'
underan assuned nanme, the next day when | reported for work,ny pay was waiting, | was fired

The New Brunswick hall developed its own peculiar problem with the Hungarian Wbblles,
a half dozen or so in nunber. They wanted to continue in their old ways and conduct the
nmeetings in their own language, | had to fight them very inch of the way, that this isn't
a Hungarian progaganda organization; but an Industrial union of divers menbers, so the
neetings nmust be conducted in the conmon | anguage the all can understand. They resentad

as a newconer who thretened their wery little world and priority of |eadership. | was

under the constant tutelage of two old tine 110 cats, who stayed on after the strike and

kept coaching nme in wobbly tradition, | learned fast fromthem Joe Levin and jack Kroon.
Thus, during our squabbles, I stunbled on to an attenpt to shanghai the Hungarian branches

and their paper "Felszabadul as" (Enmancipation) to the Comunist Party. N B. group, in order
prove me wong they contacted the editor and the Sec'y, Newnan & Bartel whose office was
in ITVWHQ Newran Newman told them they're right,that the IWWis not an Indusrial union, because
the enployers do not recognize it. After | resorted this to Haywood, Newran & Bartel were
thrown out of H Q bodily; but they had already turned the subscription list over to the
communi sts, so we dispatched Louis Bartha on a National speaking tour and he nipned their
selout in the bud.

Avout this %time trouble broke out at the Mitchelin tire plant as an aftermath of the .
strike. ITwo workers got into a fight,one was calling the other a Pollack and ne called
the other a ocab, in the hassdl,the Pole knifed the scab,so he was remanded to jail.after
we saw 1t in the paper,three of us went ¢c¢ S.iiver tosee what we could do for the member
in jail? vhen wa located his family,we learned that heis in the county- jail 4in N.B,,by

the time we found him and talited to him.it was after midnight. On the way home we decided -

that I go to W.7.C., early next morning and consult Roger Baldwin at the {ivil LibertieslV,
Walzing past the hall,we decided to stop in for & few minutes to talk over our plans, when
we reached the first landing,ve found the Yoclalist Purty H.Q,door smashed in,the furni-
ture smashed to:splinters, we figured it was wandalism by the local scum, 50 we went up Lo
the next flocr where our hall was ,to s<e what they had done there,it wasn't broken into,
since we only runted that arter the strike,they didn't know abouf our hall, Tlhey thought
. we were still meeting in the Locialist hall, ' '

doxt morning I arrived in H,Y,C carly hefore the offices opénod,so I decided to stop
in ot tho local I®y office, as I rcachod tho office ! met the Secretary vwithe key in his.
hand "to open the door; but no docer to ospen,all the papcrs,books,dusks,typewritors'pinno
in splinters on a heap., The snecretary went to the corner to gotz a morning puper, there
it vas in glont hesadlines 0 NATLONAUIDL PALVAR aalby UF I.9W,W oFFICLY & HASS ARSSTS OF
IT6 MEaB RS ALL LHRU THE COUNERY M ' ' continuedme
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Later that morning I called on foger Baldwin about the atabbing case, After I éxplaiﬁéd"
the detalls,ha advisged me thal 1t'1ll be betterif we stay out of the. came, Since 1its not
a civil-llberties lesue,it cant be defended from that angle. In view of the current hyse
teria we'd do him more harm than good, as i1ts merely a comman brawl,he has a better chanceo

to got ¢ff with a light sentence or finej but if theycan link him up with the organization
they'llerucify him. o : .

when X returnqg back hone that evening,l learned that several of our members had been
cought in the drsnet and taken from their homes th jail and interogated., Cne young man,
Perry reiser a shoe stors clerk, whose bosz Sam Goldsteln was a symvathizer and supoorter
of the I.%W, Another, Nick CGray, who had inventive inclinations and was moriing on a new
type of window sach., ¥j3en the raldurs scarched hils hore, they confiscated hioc plans and
drawings. the local pavers had a fisld day transforming them into drawings of bombs.

Some time later on I figured out  how I came to misout on the party since they probabe
ly had had me on their 1list; but as I had moved a few weeks before, they didn't know ny

.new address, iy first impression that thd local hoodlums did the wrecking wasn't too

far off;except that the head 0f the local scum proved to be the biggest hoodlum Att.Gen.
Palmer,hcdd of the Dept,of Jlstice 7

. Having been blagklisted, I couldn't get a job and with a wife and a 10 month old baby
glrl,who by the way was probably the youngest strilier sver to participate in strike mest-
ings,as my wife had to go to work trying to keep us eating there was no one to leave the
baby witn,so i had to take her alongwith me,

Subsequently I decided to go to N¢¥.City.and after sono individual battles with three
different bosses. Then two years later during the recession in 171/22 migrated to Buf?fzlo
temporarily;ve been stuck here ever since, Had many encounters with exploiters; like at
Dunlop Tire and Kubber that i helped start into production and then created a one-man riot,
short%y after that they get & Union-such as &5 is., Trom 26-~to 49 opperataed Gas stations, .
the wost.kind of slavery ever devised by rcbber barons, Having to fight not only the 0il-
trust; but alee the petiy thieves,bregkin,and stickup artists, in despsration 1 set up a
shotgun trap and conseguently shot my own legoff in 32, From 38 tO 49, I organized the
Buffalo and Suburban Station opperators three times over and over. On cne occasion i stop-

‘ed an eleven month price war single huanded overnight by having my nearby competitor drive
- me to every gas.station throughout the City and I told each one- - Tomorrow morning the

price goes up 5¢ ! That ended tho long price war and the Yil-Co, represznratives were
running wild trying to find out what had happened; nobody knew. During the "Blus Zagle"
days it was agalnot tho law for business men {0 join. a union;but these were merely trade
associations, By the time things got struaightened out I went broke and out of business,
perhaps luckily, as iwent to work for sombody else and built up enophh credits to get my
soclal sscurity ‘checks zuch as they are. ‘ :

Dear Frioend

I realiée that these narations aren't what you need for your thesis; but.if itve
made any points. that you can use in whatever form; you're welcome to do so.

"If it's of no umso to.you ;please do not desmtroy as it has bYeen a hard job for me to

) compile, I would approciate it if you returned it to me rather than throw it away.,as I

might be able to use 1t in my memoirs, though if you find use for it;i've made coples,

Lith ny best wishes forvyour project, _
. Yours for a better world Henry J.Pfaff
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' Qrcwa history, of course, written history is of little use except to learn from ite abuse,

U

- Doar ¥r.Rosswuem : In response to yout requost {for additional informution on working con-
&

ditions and living conditions prevailing in Akron during the first two decades of this cenw.

tury. Perhaps,to got a clearer picture we should delve into ,the how why and when, after all -

thata what higtory 1o adout., Things that happened yestorday and recalled today,become tomore

50,t0 revert briefly to yesterday, which %8s no problem because of some peculiar incidents
in My l1ife,I've been able to remeber a number of things from the time I was three years old.
Oh I'm not trying to crzate the impression that I was an infant prodigy. There's a vary loe
gical explanation for the phenomenon,as there is for the fact that I liked poppy-sced cake
all ny life. Other things condidered;I was probably a spoiled brat even in the cradle,which
‘bocame a family legend :Vhen I becume uncontrolable I was glven a stlff dose of ponpy Jjuice
and for two days remained comatose, 0f course I don't remember that incident;but the next
incident became indelilbly impressed on my mind.
" I was about three when my nother had to spank me and locked me out into the hallway, ny
scepeaming disturbed the occupants of the appartment accrost the hall, when suddenly, from
the opposit door came a monster in a long night shirt,long beard and long fingernails who
rushed at me and plowed his fingernails over my face. This “ray sound like infantile halue

¢ination; but if I dared credit myself with that kind of vivid imagination I might have be=

come a fiction writer instead of a lifelong wage slave. lo,every word of it ies authentic,
Though it rmay seem incredible from our vantage point; bdbut 3/4 century ago ,there vere no
institutions for the mentally deranged,at least not in the rural communities, every family
tock care of tholr own. The woman that lived accrost tho hall from us had a lunatic son,in
early thirties, he was never alowed outside;but occasionally managed to eneak out into the
yard and the neighboring kids would tease him with"Paul,Paul hop hop' and he'd houp around
on one foot the the other. 1 don't remember ceeing him or his mother before that: but saw
then often after wards. Yrom then on I romember many subsequent experiences that wculd be
toc lenghty to narate here, however ivterectlng some of them might bve,
The afore presented account has no direct relevance to the subject watter and is used
merely to dispel the suspicion that I need to resort to hearsay, though if we were writing
historical novel,it would blend 4in with the question of migeation and 1w15raﬁ¢on from the
e;ormation period to the present century as part of my heritage.

'I was born in Hungary March 12/96, of unassimilated German stock, the mother lanzuage

" remahned german for many generations,only near the end of the 19th century did it becone
- mandatory for parochial schools to teach the liational language tco .The official Hungarian

religion was Catholic .During the Reformation many of the surcunding national refugies drif-
ted intc Hungary the then new frontier,they were given land-grants and formed their owm

‘naticnalreligdous communities, The German protestantss had their own parochlial schools in

German language. In mixed communities, they had their seperate schoole, no protestant would
g0 to a Catholic school or visa-versa, Each congregation had their own school,church and
church-yard., The bchool—master was teacher during the week and preacher on Sunday plus his

ow :
n 8§§ FOul consiuted of two rooms, 1-2«3 grades in one room, 4-5-6 in the other,so we
© were in the same 3 grades for 3 years lerning the same things three times all through which -

I managed to learn the Alphabet and to barsly scrawl my name. In the meantime I learned
many things from life, during the sumer recess 1 was hired out at 11,to a cattle herder as
a cowboy minue horse, Farm hand at 12,&18, harvest hand at 14, in the winter months weavers
helper to ny. father after schodl,

In lell,after I finished school at 15, it was time to set my 1lifes course, either %o learn
a trade and become.an itinerant craftsman,or become an itinorant laborer,as it was neither w
was a promlsing choice. To understand the situation we must know the prevailing environment
of that era. To allay the risk of seomingto be a selfaggrandizing egotist,l must voint out
the underlylng forces at wokk,that the situations described are not unique ¢o an individual;
but are applicableo genorally to the agregate. The following cobservation isn't generally,mlf
&t all realized. The agricultural ecomomios thruout Eurcpe kept deteriorating with tiwe,an

ere 1o jjust so much land -and the population kept increasing,with cach generation ths size
0f inhileritance dwindled and the number of landless farmers grew ever larger, The same thing
havpened in the okills, as the Village craftsmen wore Winter craftsmen and Sumer farmers,
Everything wus custom nmade, there vas only room for one of cach trade in the Village,
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A typiecal oxanple t [y mathernal Grandfothor was o Guild-Master crftomen in hs Villege, an
oxclucivly Cermon opoaiiing Protostant coumunity of aproximatly 4=5 husdrod housos. He waas
the wagon makor,hic onc Son tho cabinet wraker,snothor son the cJoperi: carponter,the thimd
the Villago blaclkamith, one daughtor was marled to the Village tailor,so thore vio no proce
" poctloft for tho othor daughtor,she maried an itincrant handyman, Jack 0f all tradeas from
‘another Villago and thoy Lecame ny parentsi Whuec,oy grandfathors' fa.lly had a nonopoly on
the crafto in tho community, no outsider had a chance to intrude. Thoe fa therd trade invae
riably pascod on $0 the Lon, thote vwho had no cons vould take on appreticcs just for thoir
bure hoop for four yoarg as choap all arcund labor. After the approntéceship they'd gradu-
ate ao Journoyman and had. to look for a nactor who could pay thom wagews,or start out

tholr own whicn was practically idumg aqublc,do &hoy driftod to the Citiec vkere thoy fuund
wori: m.ore or leos the your round in tho larger sho.g .48 production for the open market
devolored and tho largor chops,with the developmont of machines became industrialiazcd,the
craftemon became machine hands, Simultaneously,tho cume process went orn omong tho farring
population., 4s the nunber of lmpoverichod farmers increased, the mechanization of agricule
ture,diminishod tho requircment for farm laber. That was the driving {ofco for the massive
migration in seuprch {for bread, up t1l the outitreoi of \orld war one iv 1914,when emipration
‘from hurupe came L0 & virtual halt.

In June of 1911 I arrived on thoge shores » QO uy father's younger brotherand their sice
tor's son lived in Aikron,thoy werwe my sponors vo I came to thom. Althourh my mothor lived ix
Milwaukeo since 19506,s8inco the family had eplit up we had no comunicati.n. I was under tho
guardlanship of my ccusin and as 1 indicateu ourlicr I wevered nmy ties with hik siz montho
_later aftor tho incident at Firestone and valked out of his house and relationshly,

Around this period I found it cumparatively easy to find Jobs,consideriag the fact thatl
quit 14 Jobs in the first year that I wurked,novor lost more than onoe or two dayc between
Jobs ,that may also verity the answer to the question whoether men siltched jobs often bote
yoon tho different plants ? The aanswer is afflrmative and attested to by the fact that the
largeor plants had huge employment offices that wore constantly packoed,nct esoted;vut ciaonwe
ding in lines all thiruy the day five days a weel, as fast as they went thru, others replaced
then, porhaps several hundred passed thru each daye

The avezage worikday wvas still 10 urs, thcuzgh the Rubler shop worked a + day Saturdays.

“he wagoes are zlways rolative thouoh rnever sufficient, the hourly racse for addulic wag

arcund 18= 19 ¢,3 lvaf of bread cost 5¢,a doz.bonnanas degending on size and age S5tolle.

The nkclzel or half dime was then tho most uscd wmedium of exchango.The two cent copper about
- oqualed the size and value of our present quarter and tho dimes purchesing power compared
-with todays dollar, faverod the dime .

Ac t0 safoly moasureos,it would be hard to determine,considering tno dovelcning stage
of mechanizaticn and the fact that the wmass of workers wore not safety conscilous., The 1roe
¢ord was probably no betisr nor worss than stiher masseproduction industries' and a8 pechanie-
zation advanced,ns doubt safety precauticne improved accordingly, though it vasn®t ann
uncouzan occurance to 869 to ser & man nlnus a lizb, hand apw or leg,twon of ny friends logt
one a leg the cthor an arm. I my8elf had a narrcw escane from the maws of a flosh eating
nonster, OUne uf wy first V4 Jobs vas at th Philadelphia Hubbor reclaiming vlaﬂtc,nj firat:
nizht Job, operating a straining machine that rosembled a huge meat grindor nasgnified a 100- -
£0l1d.1 had to feed hot olabes of milled rubbor into the top (1iike a butcher grinds noat)
at tho front end thru a cast iron toad with hundreds of pinholews,tho purce rucher would be
pushod out us thin threade and the lnpuriylies would remain-inslde,the icad roguivei cgcauie
_onal romovual and cloaning.- kvon now,63 yours later I shuddor when i think about 4%, Tne
nlght ,whils feeding tho monstor I bocame drowuy,then I folt a tug yankod my hand bacit,
luckily I had a large 1 080 glove on@ and ny hand olipped out of 1t; but the glove camout
the other ond in threoudas, it would have tourn ny arn right out of lut sockot, ther was no
wvay %o stop tho wachino, as all rmachines were driven from a contral powel shat and by the

time that could bo ctoped theretd beon nofhing left, I quit right thon and thero bofore I
bocono the taird vicil: auong my friendus. Lator § lcoprned that they inctalled individuél
1sotors on those machines ,with emorgoency buttons on top of thom,
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Concorning tho compsuition of the Alron population at tho turn of the conturys Like the
Boor City of lilwauwtzeo,it was largoly Geprran spoaking,Gornman waon®t tho dominant; but a
close socond languaco,most busincsces cnd publiccorvants opoke German, Ao was gonorally
the cituation around this ora,the nmacoive influx was prodeminantly from the agricultural
rogiuvns of urope,fov of whom intontod poropnont stay, though fow over nado 1% baci to
thoir nomes, uont .t atranded horo by the war; but fow evor becamo tctally acsirilatod
into tho maid otroan of tholr ncw onviron. wooct novor outproew their »rovincialis: nor pace
tared the native ianguago cven through a half contury or =moro, Ono of ry ocarllest obuors
vations have born out this fact: In tho fall of 1912,two of my formor ochool chums from
our Village, enrolled into ni;ht schoosl at tho HModnd Thornton iligh, Thoy talkoed nmo into
aoing with tonem. ivihon thoy intrcduced me, tho young wonnn toachoer gavo ma a Prisor to ron d
thon sho askod me “hov long have yocu been in this country?' 1% months, ¥ Do they teach enge
lich whore you came from 9" no, " where did you leoarn to road like that %9 I Juoct plceked
it up Ly myweif. Thon tho socond evening she gave me a tacond, the third ovening a third
graderto road, by then I decidod they can®t teach we nothing hore an droped out,though 4
d1d learn more frou tnat toacher the she or 1 roalized. :

_ I never forgot har first adsonition: "T0 leara to spean AueriCJn cne mueat think Anorie
can' {hisc advice was invaluable because I adopted it. Jther statemont she made appealed to
mo and tried to live by them; bul time pruved them obsoleteog,er invalidudot them.She oxplaned
the differcnce botwecn tae Amorican and RBurozoan systemo, ochat in Jurone they have comnltie
sory millitary servico and the tax=colloctors go around confiscating tho willows from under
pooples heads: that can never hapien heref® Lell,niatory haz contradicted hor.Evontually

we ocpulatod turspe in all hor bad featuros, coompusory llitary sesvico,compulsory Laxeg,
the tax~collector dun't evon wotter to como arcuad,ho go%ts 1t befcrs= wo evon got paid, To
top it all off, lately wo adopted another 7% year old iuropean feature: that of cating of-
all thingse= licrge-meat! So,lt hapgened horo tool us it does elsowhere, Oh yesseven State =
Lotery | ' of 7,

Hy alluaion &0 tho pruvin*alism and stagnaticnithat generaticin. The cad facte of thoae
obgervaticno wero confirmed. %“hon after a 20 year absence I rovisitod Akron and ny fricnds
heard that I woas in town,muny come to visltour huots house. iere was a pachked nouse and I
had somuch to tell thom, yot no way to tell it o that they could underst.nd. I stortedto
converso in Gorman; but soon realized that they didn'*t undersian half of what I seid,because
1 opox e literal German and had forgotten thelr provincial dialect, 80 I switched to lungarian
which at one time we all spoko equally bad; but by extensive rcading I had falrly mastorod
it so 1o there was a 20 year gap, then I turned to £nglish,with no botter results, fhoy.
underJLood one-andther in any of the tihree languages in ccumonplace convercatlon,but thedr
vocabulariea were 80 linitod that half of oy words were lroen tG then, about £our years ago
i paid|ékron ancthor visit, thcre weren't many of ny genoration left,those that woro otill
around (had never conc out .of the past and uero stlll back therewhore I loft them 5% years
ag0e Co . h ’

1 ﬁ:lation to the the workors' goneral attitude after the ctrikct there were no indicae
tions of rogoninent againstthe clements resyonsible for broaking tho strilie, in fact few
had auy Ankling of what Lhagpened or whyy 1f anytiing, wost peoilo may kave wecn lnclined
to vizmo the Union for thelr cwn folly. Thoy coxtaiaiy all had ample cuuso to reshell against
tho cenditicone jbut wre 111 srepared to wage an extondet Ltrlno.without cranization and
rosources, as I havoe indicated suriior, As to who ther tho foreign M overe nore raaical
than tho natives? c¢n bo dicieissed with the statement that neither otamont vas radical sonly
that t@e ferelpnorn wore hungrier,bocanse they wore taken more advantage of oo that thoy
had woro causo to protest, ‘It im a fact ,that the participants in tho strike vese rrodonie
nently lyoung; beocauso the nature of tho industry required required an ovorall lower ag
1imit, [tho tondency toward spcodun and plecowork automatically held down the ago limit
without¢ a consclous offcrt in that direction.

Tho claim that about 707 of Rubbor worlkora wero native ~mericang may bo accontod as
oloss,consldoring that rany f£irct gonoratlons born of dwnigrant paronbs,wero no Lo .gor foroige
nera. - ’ ’ ”
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The fact that many workers leoft town durding tho striio; 4o moot 1likely authonticated by
tho records of the company employment 0ffices, aw they had to replace cach worker that gidn't
conme back after tho obrike. Thoupgh tho roason for tholy leaving will not be found in tho

Lcompany rocords. From perconal cuporience i1 assume many left £or tho samo cconomle reason
'that I 1lift,many of thom never %o return. Only last Jopd. I wet two oldtlnmers in Chicago,
‘ono 92 Years old who never returnedganonhor 80 who wont to VW.V.,and lived thogo evor sinca,
I and another follow wont to Milwaukeo,I X cnow ho nover returned,I roturned temporarily but
never Nemgxbaskwingoxxrublopszapszinzikeen  roconciled to the idoa of sacrif;cdﬂ; a ghole
lifetine to a mind-sapping rubvor-monstor.

In ldlwvauizce 1 found a Job a few daysaftor 1 got there at Schlitz Lrewery, i€ I had beon
tho pascive tyre I night still be there,it wes the bet Job ever.it 17,7 wuen't allowed ta
drink; but working on a ceppihg wachine,the full bottles of cold beor paraded in frént of
ne all day long like woodon soldiers,vhenover I got thicty I prabbod onc of thom,ducked Une
JGer the rachine and hilled him, I nover did lacoto tie wator fountain, Vhy I quis taat Job
1%11 nover know, anywey I gave up the good job and went to work for Fapst on a botile vache
ing machine,where i couldn't get near any beor. Then th trip to N.Virbinla coal minesfor a
couple wonths and 0¢ok o Auron in the late Fall of 19135,

W“hen I got back to Akron the Fall of 13, the recession was already ian full bloon,post
poople were cut of workand Jobs lmpsoesible to find overyonc brokeo,yet we had a urnigue way -
to survive during the 9 muonths depressiom,untll the start ¢f the Curopean war onded the
deopression, In thosc days, most inmligrants wepe oingle males under 21,come older ones who
came ovey Jjust temporarily to carn encugh noncy to ¢ff some debts or by a ccurle acres of
land and go back to thelr homes, Sowe who Lrought their families over, operated boarding
houses to suploment thoiy lncome., Thoge bLoarding HoLLGS were run on a Co-ovbraiive tassis,.
Gutolde of the kitchon every,cvery rocm was & vedroom,with 3-4 or more hods in each,two to
a bod, flop-pouse ctyla.lin many casop 20 or more boarders in a house,

Ine Gpocer,outchor,bvaxer, LSrowry would deliver the punplics weeilyand got ﬁaLd ~UREH1Y .
Sunday wmorning thres cr four boaders would eit down and add up tho total cost and prorate
the amuunt,ulua %3 cach to the woman® for roat ,enokiding and washing, and %the £0llowing week
“she'd pay off cach merchant whenm he delivered hext weeks surpliec.

That was the regulue way of life among the iwlgrant porulations,thore were nany of these
houses in the difforeont language colunles EZast of lMainstroet,bounded by B.Sxchange “South sto,
Viest of Moin straet was more exclus ively single family howes.

’hen we arived,I and py traveling companion from W.V. we ctuped in one of thuue ooarding
houses and were taken in on the ctronght that I owmed a large Steansr trunk,Unicn was a vadze
cf respoctabllity,cventhough it contained littie clothing,e couple shirts,a suit and winter
ovorcoat,which adnitted me iun cpite of no Job or m.ney. Jsubsequently I learnaed that the
voman whomu@ I never knew or s&Y was my cousin,our wothors were sisters,f all the men im
this houso ,only two young fallows worked pari time and a couple older men workod 2-3 days
a voek digging ditches. Thus,that they @id talte in additicnal nonpaying guests,proved that
nobody understood the nature and cericusness of the deprocsiongoverycody thought work woutd
pickup in a few weoka, The merchants tco ware coght in the osnare,

A8 peoplo got lald off and couldn't pay their share the firaet fow wecks, the merchants 4
didntt pald for past deliverieo;but t 10y couldn't stop deliveries for fcar of lcseing
what they hau alrcagy comning, oo thoy continuvedmaking deliveries weckly. The only thing we ¢
couldn't get was fuol, for by the time cold wcather eot in, the coal dealor had learned the
lesson fron other mcerchants and rofused c¢redit, We had enough to eat and drink, If tho house
got too cold,we'd go dowm into tho basoment and drini the boer and:burn the wooden cases in

the furnace bottlea und ally by the time spring came around the ashpit was & solid pass of |
molton glaso. -

“In the apring 14, ny cousin and hor husband £ound a buren fcr the buninesa and stock Lo,
the boarders, not the house,that was rentod. Thoy got a couple bundrod dollars ocut of the
’doal which they usod to aklp town and the bills thoy Lwed to tho morchants,as thoy wore rog-
ponsivle £or it ,they ledt un ow nLag nobody anything. Phe now fanily noed o fou nnndred dolloes
paved up,60 thoy wero ablo to curry on for a few montis and as the war got into swing im
burope, worik opencd up and we got Jobo and paid them upe



#11 p couple of tragic incidents may justify a digression to illustrate the overall charac..
teristics of that generation of imigrants, who were predominantly teen-age 15-20. the legal
age for entry without parents was 16, | had to add a year to my age at this end, at the other
end, those close to Military age were not permitted to emigrate, though some found ways to
escape. Thus having boon on their own earlier, the imigrant youths were more mature than than
the same aged native you the. There were of course variations among the former too. There were
those unpertubable, the sedate, who take things as they are and never Look for change, they in-
variably variably remain the conservative Then there are the restless, inquisitive, the seekers for
better, though they often find WCCSE, they consider that any change would be an improvement
and Invariably are branded radicals. Perhaps | belonged in the latter category, having been

a most recalcitrant pupil In school, became an avid reader after | got on my own. Heading
became my main hobby And was perhaps the only one in the colony who had a number of books

of my own. I would crucify a man that destroyed a book. One day | noticed a nature man tear

a page out of one of my 5c paphlets to wipe his razor while he was shaving.l let out such a
tirade against his stupidity that | shamed him into quitting the boarding house, eventhough
he was one of the very few paying guests.

About this time the economic situation was so hopeless that | decided to join up in the
U.S.Army. After | filled out my application, | was told | need a declaration of intention
paper, which costs a dollar which 1 didn°t ‘have, so | decided to auction off some of my books
in the house among the boarders. One of the young fellows whom | grew up with, always wanted
the book 1 had picked up in Milwaukee the previoous sumer, it cost me 3.50 which was a lot of
money for a book in those days; but | had seen reference to it somwhere and when | saw it in
a. bookstore it was banned and sealed with black wax. | was intrigued and bought “The sixt-
and sevent books of Moses " It was filled with black art and superstitions, so crude that
even the religious institutions banned it, few people today ever heard of it.

The young follow bought this book, I sold a coupl0 of others and realized about three
dollars, that evening we went into a barroom to celebrate my future, as | was the only one
with money, the celebration was soon ended and so was my army carier, not the sequence.
As John Heitzenroedor started to read the book, he soon started to have nightmares and halu-
cinations about finding hidden treasurcs. Though he was two years older and husky, he looked
up to me, because | had been around and had some hoboing expericnce, he kept postering me to
go on the road with him he had some money saved and worked for the City street sprinkling
dept.1 refused to consider it; but he was determined to try. One evening two detective6
came to the house to take us to the Mourgue to identify his remains, Evidently he’'s been
loitering around the freight yard and two railroad cops chased him, as one caught up and
rasled with him, he shot the cop in the side and ran on along the trestle over Howard street
when the other cop shot him in the head and he plumeted down on the Howard st. pavement.

For a time 1 felt a certain compunction for having sold him the book. Though | had read
the book thouroughly myself, it had no effect on me perhaps because | wasn’'t reared in an
overly devout environ and was loss superstitious, who knows?

By now work opened up, | got a job at Goodrearin the tire curing dept as cor assembler,
It was had hot and -wet work and required rubber boots and apron. To begin with, I had to
borrow three dollars to buy a pair of shoes to walk back and fort to work, the entire lenght
of Exchange st. aprox. eight miles a day, The very first day somone stole my new shoes before
I was assigned a locker. Two days later | spoted them on a fellow and reported it to dept.
manager who opened his locker with a master key, but | could no make positive idcntification
because the soles were covered with hobnails, it was a guy from my own team of four, So for
weeks | had to walk back and forth in rubber boots. Incidently, the same thing happened to me
that previous Fall. After we got settled at the boarding house group of us decided to go
down town, my traving friend was shivering , ho had on a sumer suit, | had a heavy suit so
I told him to wear my overcoat, thats the last | saw of him and my’ overcoat. It was a cold
winterall the way around.
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My subsoquent experiences,led mo to the ccnclusion; that tho longer people live in that
Rubber imnregnated atmospher,the moro their uminds become rubber-insulated,to a pcint where
no- - new thought can penetrate that rubber wall. This conclusion can casily be verified by
simply observing a group of rctireies,or senior workers in conversation from the sidelines,

Its distressing how ill-or uninformed(of things that should be common kuowledge.(they are®)
Invariably they talk about their shop,what their boss saldand what they said to the boss,

I must apologize for ignoring the cronological rules; but somtimes thingscome to wind
out of context; but nced to be told to complete the pictute.

After I came back frm N,.Y.City with my Shaufeur Licens, I got a job driving 2 Jidney
up and down Main Street. I had to picik up the car that the night man had abandoned on Main
with a flat tipe. After I fixed it and. got going I couldn't stop for passongers,the brakes
wouldn't hold, 50 1 drdve on to the end of the line to get the feel of things. On the way
back picked up.3 rassengors.Two got off half way,the other wanted to go to the end,I had
my mind madeup already to tzke the car back to the garage, I had to pass a Streetcar barn
just then a car came out of the barnjbut Icouldn'stop. I didn't hit the Streetcar;but I
.pushed a parked Ford over the sidewalk. Not only did my jitney have no brakes:it didn't
backup neither.I drove ontom a side street to take the car in,it was a dirt road and bunpy
so I decided to go back to Main st,,when I approched Main there was a slight slope and 1
‘couldntt stOp Bo I roled into the slde of a passing delivelry wagen,that stoped my car.
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I took another flk&,at Rubber-neéking in Buffalo,..Y The Du 10p Plant had been built in

the war but didalt operate until 24,1 was onc of the first hired to start production.The
. foreman wanted to make me his assitant,as I had that kind of experimnce befope,I refused,
After we got things going suoothly, they started timeing the Jobs for piece ratg,when they
got ready,the forman showed me the proposed rates and I told him I wculdn't work for those
‘rates,he said try it you'll make money at it; but I quit and went back to my secasonal job.
Later I went back and got on the midnight shift. The foreman on that 8nift was a regular
Mule ckinner,shouting all night long,his shouting used to get under my skin,I told the crew
I wish ho shouts at me once. One night the Vice-Ppesident came in visiting around 2 Al
They wore standing behind me talking,the crew at the other end of the conveyor had some
probleom,l was holding the control lineto start the conveyopwhenthey're ready ,At the same mo-
ment I pulled the line,he shouted - common-what the hell are you waiting for? I yanked the
conveyor to a stop,took my bipg leather gloves and threw them at his febt shouting - goddan
you lousy slavedriving £,0.8,I've got too much selfrespect to putup with anything like this]
‘Then the V.P, cut in- common get the hell out of here" ggngiam you, give me a pass and 1 will
get thoe hell cut of horey Followed him to the frt olece yranting all the way.All stood still
taing it all in.Customarily,anyona absent on pagnight,plcked up nis pay Sat. morning.‘hen 1
_ went to get mine,they sald come back flonday, I started another riot,The security force carrid
‘me out to the sidewalk,lhen they came out again and put me off the shdewalk into the street.
During a recession a few years later,l stoped by to sce whats what?Z Thre was a big signout,
“positively flo Holp Vanted!" After they heard Iworked in every rubber shop in Akron and what
I could do,"™ You're just rhe man wo neédlvdid you ever work here? Yos,He looked in the rl;es
and turned aroundand said "No ! Ve can't use you " IDidn't think you could !

About 25 years later I managed one of thoir Retail Tire Stores on a commisoion bassis.,

They have ha¢ a Union,such as it i1s since shortly after my robbelion.. HJP





