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WHIY SOLTAITY

parmraimiy v 1 F
Solidarity is a revolutienary and Llwertdzndn 5001allst Group e
whose aim is the estabiishment, by the®conscicus mass action
of the working class, of a socie ety without hosses or bureau-
crats, arnies or tombs, We rej:zct all forms of elitism and
our function will be to disseminate sccialist ideas to all
those whom we are able to reach. By assisting the workers
in the struggle against working conditions, bad housing, the
military and the bomb and so orn,; we hope 50 make a contrib-
ution to raising the conscious nm"a of the workineg peonle ,
recarding their positicn in our sociasty, which is & naccess-
arry prelude to action by _the people, which will change that
position, Again, we stress that we are not a "God-given™
leadurshlp trylno to impose our viaws and ideas on the move-
ment. (We will prasent them as worthy of consideration of
course.) Instead we will try to be an instrument of the
working class in its struggle.

We ‘will publish an issue of Solidarity every t=o months to
start with. We hope that this will perform for Scotland,
what 6olldar1ty in London does for tas regst of Britain, This
first zdition has bien ksupt tec twenty pages with a first

print of I5/ copies, If the response i3 favourahls we will
increase to thirty naszes and try to wmeast the numerical demand.
This would mean we nzed more labour to writyg the articles and. -
produce the of~%iz o With mnrc iabour wg would try and makew
it a montaly edition. We have startad our first padphlet,

"An Architect's Plan."{a look at the architect tural Urofesalon
by libertarian architscts and ideas on the role drciitscts
could play in tas establishment of a gocialist socisty.) and

we have plans for producing otiaers on tre Jlasgow Undareground
and Glasgow Hougsing. ‘ ’ S

wince London wolidarity's first anpearance in ocetiand its
influencQ has bezn appreciable and support for it has grown.
dowever many people who wanted to utarf a group hers ware
spllt between loyalty to Solilarity and other grodps -~ CND,
Committee of Iu0, ILP, ths snarchlsts and the Young uOClallSt
movament., -As a rasult the atbtsunts failed and it sxisted ’
only as 4 salsgs t2am for tho_uondon solidarity. S

Over tas last year lots of youneg people nave be en rovolving
round the 1LP, but bacause of their imsersion in traditional
politics of Hy onz days and the accoupanying inactivity, dis-
illusionment has set in and the ILP has been desartad. The
Anarchists m‘et rzegularly but their inac tivjtv n28 bacn dis-
appointing. is in the ILP the younger 2l¢ .1%s have been
frustratsd by too much t=1k and too Tittle acticn on the part

~of tne older anarchic i, A small group work on in the Com-
-wittee of I00 but the world passes thow hy and no-ong sgems




2

to carz. CND is moribund caught in a Labour Party stralght* .
-jackst., YCND is healthy and active and tnroush them a lot
of young paople are coming in contact with: the libsrtarian

movs nﬁnt.

In authoritarian l ft~w1nc 01rcles the usual tactics urastlll
being mplmmde he lPOtSleotS and Stalinists vied with
2ach. other in trying to run the recent apprentices btrlku._hs
a result the whole thing was buggered up and a wall of sus-
picion built up by the aDdent1C”S whaneveyr any outsiders try
to bring ravolutionary politics into ths issue. [hs Trotsky-
ists, boc1a11st Labour LVEQUv brand, are at take-overs as .. L
usual. This time it.is the Glasvow strist cangs. If thay suc-
ged. then their continual threats to smash pzople aignt' be- )
come a riality. Like true leadarship they will =zet otners to
do thblr flghtlnv for theu.

Like elsewnere, the Young Socialists are Qpllt botwaed ths
libsrtarian and authorltarlan movements and in the main tney
have not gruiiy vub ‘of" the re solution Da351nc stagz

This is the state of the Glasgow ls ft—wlna that ws ar: intro-
ducing Solidarity into. '

Thia is a rank-and-file workers macazine. We want rank-and-
file workers to produca it. . "e nope that a rasular issus of
a Glasgow kolldarltz might act as an impztus to othar SUDPOT tw
ars who are tninkineg of starting one up. An edition in the
North and Midlands of Eneland could brine rank-and-file visws.
from thess arseas to Scotland and London. = Supportars in Dun-
dee, #dinbureh and Hamilton have offerad to se 211 the Glaseow
issuz. We hope that it will find its way to other parts of
secotland. We hear that Dund°e gmay begin a ssparats sroup.
fhis i1s sven botter.

We hoope to berin periodic meetines and discussions on the-
ideas and role of Solidarity. Look out for news:of tnese in
later issues., v

Wb would wvlconv corraspondﬁnCﬁ with vour opinions on our

APIT/ SM TODAY"

A hundrzd and flfty years of ”nroorﬂss* and vvdbmocracy“ havs
DPOVbd that all the reforus, which can be applied to the cap=
italist systein will not changs the rgal position of the work«
ars. . Incrcases in bygying powar, obtained by incessant strue-
gle are cancellad out hy 1ncrpaa1ng neads, and arz pald for
d arly by the speed-up and 1nt=n31flcatlon of work, ‘which-
transforms the workar into an automaton. The polltlcal and
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other rignts gained by the workirng-class have not stoppad
society froum being dowinated bv a priveleesed class of capit-
alists and bureaucrats, wno run it in tagir own cle&as intasr-
gsts.

The permansnt and irramovable bar"aucrapy, which runs the
traditional parties and trade unicns integrat:zs tham into the
state macnine *the partizss of the: "left", both social-
democratic and authoritarian, use the working-class struggle.
to get themselves a shars in "tno ranning of thse state and the
gconomy. The "Communist® bursaucracy usas the struggle to
set up a Russian styls regime, (wistakenly called socialist.)
whare the rulers of the stat: and tho econouy taks ths place
of the private bosses, but ths position of th:s worksr ramains
the same,

The workers will only bs freed from oppression and e¢xploit-
ation whan thoir struggls has lzad to the establishumaent of a
truly socialist socisty, whers production and distribution
will be under worksrs managmsnt, and all power will bs in ths
hands of workers councils. The way to building this typs of
society is tnroush tos autonomous and conscious_action of tne
vast majority of the working peools. It can not be achieved -
by a coup dfetat of a disciplined and burcaucratic party,
claiming to be the leadership or rapressntatives of tioe work-
ers,becauss it will only substitute its ownh rula for that
which prevtously existed.

To defend these idsas and to spread them among the workers,

a new revolutionary organisation is neaded, based on Drolut-
arian democracy. The mllltants who are 1n it will not be the
unthinking servants of a petty burcaucracy, but will decide
themsaslves the orientation and aspect and activity of thea
organisation.

fhess ideas have been exprsssed sincs 1949 by the group
socialismg ou Barbariz in France. Groups with the sawme basic
ideas exist in Italy (Unita Prols staria.) ,Balgium(Pouvoir
Quvrisr.)and ingland (solidarity.,) ;

RESOLUTIONARIESC

A resolution was proposzad by the Windepzndent-marxist:
Gorbals Young Socialists and carriad at the last confarenca
of the Glasgow Faderation of Young Sccialists, which called
upon Glasgow Corporaticn to insist on I00% membdrshlo of
Trade Unions for all its workers and all thb workars employed
by cuntricturs.whod™it oncacks, D

The implications of this resolution are Astrimsntal to the
basic ideas of revolutionaiy sceciulism, A closad shop is
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only correct, when the worksrs dicid: th mgniv“\upowpaiuﬁefto~

work beside non~un1un'labﬂurv - P mon--uniunist is s2en as a
parasite, getting the benelfits of tue union viiile not doing .
anything towards getting them, Hz is a monac. o rank-and- ‘

file solidarity and a potential blackleg in a ssrike. IG0%

membarship of a union is the sign of high working-class con-
sciousness when, and this is the crux of the matter, it has
been decided by the workers themselves.

When the employer decides that all his amplovses ars to be.
mzmbers of the union, tnis is the time for the workers to
watch out. This bzgins to be rsminiscent of the Nazi Labour
Front and American Company Unions. The Labour controlled
corporation is no different from otasr cmploysrs in this res-
pict. The demands of the Young Zocialists will forca the
busmen to b: members of tase TGWY, whosc district sscratary
A"nc Grant tricd with all his powsers to break ths ™unofficial®
strike of thae husmen in épril. - Gineral labourers would. be
forced to join tns NUGMW, which recently spent £75,000 on a
weekaend in London for its officials, dlning in the Guildhall
and wining at the best hotals, ' '

In 1947 London Transport made an agra:zmsent with the IGWU,
tnat only TGWNU maembirs would bz employzd by thom. This gave
London frunuoort full pewer to dismiss tha membars of the
brsakaway union, ths National Passeneer “orksrs Union, which
was formed aftar the TGWU tad smasnzd tne ““Coronation " trike !
of Iery, ouchi an agrecoment gives the union bursaucrats
access to thz "lsgal” powsr, which the state givos tns m-
ployars, @spacially wnon tihy cmolover is the stat: itself or
a local govoernment concaorn, Vith tiols powsr the burcaucrats
can smash any rank-and-file militancy-

8 =it

and the union Hoqs*s thnz nk-and-file in the union hocoms
apatietic and di “UlFLL,d, fhis ¢an bz saon in Vvariouvs dop-
artagncs of thz corporation, wasrs: it already sxists, such as

When there is a cluscd shop agrasment hatwosn ths cwployers
rank

the dieaways. iz union is nc were than a prlzndly 3u01=ty )
colleetine ducs and payine sick henzfits. aven collzcting 4

duss will soen be a thine of ftae nast. Wasn the Cornoration

nas its nJiw cumputoer installs dj tav will bs deduct:d at the

source frouw tag wages., With 107 commission for th2 Corpor-

ation. : ' » -

#Tnis resolution hits at the roots of working-class conscious-

ness. 1t stinks of thz vatarnalistic attitudes of thoss who -
thought it un. Its proposars and thosz wino voted for it, can

have no faitn in tind workers to suggest tho employers force -
unicvnisation on them. o parapnrass Marx, ! The organisation

of the working-class is tng task of the worksrs alone.” Any- . s

tnlng 21se is tne way to the corporate fascist state of Franco
and lussollnl, wnsre the workers ara usid like opawns or robuts,

e



5.

“GANGS anp POTITICST T

In England the Mods and Hockars ars naving punch-ups at the
seaside rasorts. In Glasgow many of ths city's worklng«class
youth ars organising themsglves into gangs, which ares as big

as the on s of the "No mzan City" days of the unemployed !
twenties. They:-have nawmes such as ths San Toy, the Norman

Conks and the Billy Boys. Some have numbars up to two and

three hundred. Chiv, razor, axz and bayonat: attacks are on

the incrzase. '

Resentment of the ruling class's authority, COntuth for ths
"traditional way of life “,(bosses exploitation and unzaploy-
ment), the misery of life amidst the squalor of the rat-
ridden, overcrowded tanceuicnts, the dull existence in the
sprawling, <ndl:ss and depr3551ng housing schemes and the
borzdom of long unemplovm:nt coupled with lack of cash have
all helped to cause an outhurst of fealing among ths young-
sters, which has cxprsssad itself in vandalism and free-for-
all fights auong the gangs, over old prejudices like P“ll?lo“,
but not clothes styles, iods fight mods in Plasqow. 411 this
anger and rebellion is indircctly and unconsciously aimed at
tha lousy sociaty we live in.

Those who rulc, with power and authority, know only one way
to deal with those who defy thom and refuse to conform t0
their rulss-set their police on thom. fhe result, of course,
is attacks on the police by ths gangs. The same police,
who booted the deuwonstrators all over the pier during the
first Holy Loch sit-downs,who plant bricks on psoplz, who

gat prisoncrs up in czlls and use rhino whips for a bit of
parsuasion. :

Ihe ‘R'ad:tack"f on the norms of prasant day socizty by the young
people, misdir:sctzd as it is at the wrong soot, is motivated
by the sams faesling wnich made tnousands of youhgsters join
CND, take part in dirzct acticn W1cn tha Committee of I00 and
go on spying missions for sscrats being hidden from thie mass
of tns psople, and cowmbined to makse it thoe grcatest offensive
on our crap system, that di:d-in-the-wool politicians and
supporters of the status-quo nad to dual with for a long
time. - . " A ' ; : .

iy .

Mzanwhils partics, ilmmorsed as th2y ars in traditional polit-
ical t31nk1ng, jostle to canture tho organs of power, whareby
thay can impose tnzir "legal®™ authority upon the klds and deal
with them in the mannzr, that the professing pundlts of soc-
iology, psycaiatry and: ﬁcunomy, wno support their party, have
decrsad. In tae cventual outcoms, the lot of the kids will
rewain the same-unemployment, cmployuznt at exploitation rates,
conscription, polica actinn And ricicus Lourt Sontances.
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What is happening among the diversifisd left groups? What
is thair outlook towards the thousands of kids roaming the
streets of this great prolstarisin city?  The following

part of this article deals with wnat happened in the Indep-
endent Labour Party and the Socialist Labour Lesague in conn-
gction with the mods and gangs in Glasgow. The reaction of
both of these parties will give recaders an insight into
their basic outlook.

SPECTABLE REVOLUTIONARIES

A year ago the Scottisn Gommittee of 100 moved into the off—
ices of the ILP in Glassow. In Ray of that year they were
joincd by Glasgow YCND who were the hlggust and .ost active
political youth group in Scotland. The msatings of the
Committee and tha YCND were being packed by youngstars from
the city's mod heat eluhs, with as fany as 70" youngster
cramming the YCND ue etings. A lot of the kids ware up for
a pick up, and some for a laugh. Most of them were genu-
inely intercsted. fnuy listenad intently to YCND spcakers.
Thosz who were interassted came to meating after meetlng.‘
The insincere onzs l ftq Tne turnovar ofgyoung people in
the six months YCND used the ILP office w around 200,

If cver a left wing party slept when the chance to put over

a political mossage to a hundred or 80 young ps oplc turnad

up, then the ILP did:  Only,_ong meoting was, aggressed by, _an
ILP member, on pulitics gensrally ratner.than the bomb. If
aver the lifc blood of any left wing movemsnt was ignored,

this was it. There were loads of youngsters up in the OfflCu

all day (the YCND kept the office open full tlme) and every
night. -

If the older meambers of the ILP, instsad of remaining wary,

had encouraged the kids and put over their propaganda to

them, then they micht have had a chance of seging some of

tn» 1dcas they proclaim getting a much naded” chance to de-
@lop in young pcople's minds.

MOD: AGAINST THE BOMB:_

Many of the mods join:d the YCND and took part in the demon-
strations. Bafore the YCND anti-conscription demonstration
slogans like "Mods against Conscr¢pt10n" and "™ods say Fuck
Off Homa and Wilson™ appearsd in the city, and on the day of
the demonstration around 300 of them were in George Scuare
waiting for the march to come in.

All the time they used the ILP offic: they had a goud time -
the place was liks a midden, articles got ‘bfoken and some of
them enjoyed theumselves boozing in the office Onz night

o
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there was a broak-in but the only thing that was stolen was
the YCND "On the Bzacn" rock - hardly a disast.r.  Howaver,
that was the end - out went tu: Mods and ths YCND, and with
them probably the last chance of revivin~ Glasgow ILP.

Now .the kids are back on the street without a political hang-
out - fair caac for the propaganda of th: whole establish-
ment from the Labour Party to the Army rscruiting office.

When challengad about their lack of offort at recruiting
youngsters membzrs of the ILP said '"They're not political,
anyway." Who are the ILP wanting in their ranks? = Some
born and bred socialist! Some kind of a noly porson! Somz-
one who coin:s in with "politically maturs™ tatoosd on nis
cnzst and shouting "ILP for me™ - w2ll dressed and adult, of
coursa.

TAKEQVER BID ——

The SLL antics with the gangs are of a diffcerent naturs.
Taey’ are tryine to capturc control 'of the Roman Catholic
Cumberland Strest Gang (the "Cumby®™) from the Gorbals.
Attempts are bheine mdde to eet the léadership involved with.
tnd SLL, noping of course to canture the rank and file by
doing so. Typical SLL tacties!

There is no intzntion to put over Trotsky's vicws - or at
lzast the SLL varsion. Their support is wanted for a pursly
physical contribution - a sort of left wing gestapo fores,
who can go with tae SLL'ers to Young Socialist mestings and
gn recciving a 'mod"™ from the "leadership" can hzat up Young
Socialists, wihos: politics they don't like, aftsr the mgete
ing. The SLL have don.: this in the past. With a gang at
tneir back Glasgow politics could bz in for soue intercsting
developments, B

After a big street fight witn gangs and police in Particky
the SLL appeared on the scens and scarchad out tha gangs 1n~
volved. They then formsd a hogus Young Socialist group e
Partick YS - and callzd membazrs of thz gangs to a public
mecting. (Partick is part of Woodsids Constituancy and
Woodside YS ars tne official organication). The thewme of
thas meeting was "Protest Against Police Violence'. The
line taken was "Polica Violence Out - Razor Slashing Infl,

This is new SLL tactics. Having failzd to capture the
Labour Party they have now turned to the street gangs, We
hope they will be "proscribed™! o



Solidarity bslizves that althoucn tns actions of tha SLL and
the ILP appear differcnt, toney are basically ths sane. Both
show a contempt for the young psopls - one by ignoring tnem,
the otnsr by using tnom. The attitude is authoritarian and
tne outlook is bourgsois (the children don't know - tney can
be ignored - the adults know bast.)

At a time when the eft is needlnv to huild itself from scratch
the ebvious place to look for the backhone of the movement is
among the young paopla. They have not yet been complete 1y
brainwashed and traditionalisad like the majority of ths adult
population. Among tham lics the'real and only hope of strehg-
thening the laft wing. . We hope as llh .rtarians we have
lzarnzd a lssson. - _

Goorv° Blllson.'

LISTEN WITH MOTHER
Sooty and the two conservatives.

Once upon a time thers were two nice old man. They were
called consarvatives and they lived in Bzarsden ‘Bearsden

is a lovely littls town where people live who haV’ lots of.
mnoney. They all have little ticky tacky houses which have
only thnty rooms; four for daddy consarvative, four for. mummy
conse FV&thb, and twalve for all the baby conservatives,

Ovar thv ma adows from B‘arsd n is ths % horrible city of -
Glasgow, where thousands of scruffy people worked hard to make
money for the nice folks in Bearsden. : ‘ oo

EVOry porning the two conservativss ussd te get up, put on
their plnstrlpld troussrs, stiff collared shirts and howler
hats and went off with taeir Glasgow Herald under their arm
and swinging thaeir rolled umbrellas, to -travel on the lovely
blue trains to Glasgow wiere they playﬁd ‘a little game with' o
your life and mine called stocks and shares. The silly man .
who made the bluc frains forgot to put a first class compary-
ment in them .and sometiucs the conservatives had to squsezg -
in beside people with dirty clothes but thay didn't mind this
as long as they didn't jostle their Glaseow Herald when thuy
were looking at the sharcs pagu.;

In the cast end of Glasgow, in grimy Brldpeton, lqud llttle D
Sooty. Sooty was a lovely little pussy, but Sooty was a
nasty socialist. Sooty had funny ideas. He thought the
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workers in'GlaSgow snould get the full rewards of their lab-
our, and that the nice people in Biarsden should not get rich
poncing off their work. : L . )

Sooty lived in a big tenement which alsco had twenty rooms -
for a hundred people. Five peoplce to one cozy little room.
Sooty was always getting dirty playing in the back court of
the teneuent where he lived, which was full of refuse from
the bins and dirt from the water closests which didn't work,
Sooty used to enjoy himself chasing all the: big rats which
lived in the tenement with the people.

One morning, as the two conservatives were on their way to the
Stock Exchange they caums across Sooty standing in the gutter,
which is whera all socialists come from.  He was wavine a big

red flag and shouting "Down with the Bossesi® The two con-
servativass wers shocked. "The Socialists are cven getting
at tne cats nowl® said one of themi: -~ "We had bettsr call a

policsman®™ said the other. S0 they called a big fat jolly
policeman who was standing nearby. v - ,

The Glasgow policemsn have always been very good to the wors
kers sin€¢e the far off days of the twenties when the used to
attack the men on strike with their batons and horses. The
Jolly polieseman came over and said "What is this?™ A cat
protdsting against his betters!®™ So he took out his baton
and began hitting Sootyy and then he took his red flag and
tore i%,up. ~AlLl the workers on their way to their dreary
jobs stopped to laugh and checr phe policeman. - This is tha
funny way workers act when they scee cats and people like them
selves trying to improve their missrable life,

Then the policeman ealled a Black Maria, which cams and took
Sooty away to a cat homa, which is whers all had cats go who .
won't work to make profits for the bossaes.

So the two consgrvatives went on their way to the Btoek Ex-
change and from then on they lived happily ever after,

Edith Blythmane

But what was happenineg to Sooty? When the Black Maria. drew
up at the Cat Home, the kind policeman gave Sooty a couple of
bricks to hold and took him to see a jovial sergcant who was
twirling a rhino whip, - - What happened to Sooty in the esgll is
not for little children to recad about. . g -

Mors adventures of Sooty in later issues,
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aUS DISPUTE

For months now Scotland's busmsn have bsen ssething with dis- -
content.  Tarcats of militant action by ths -rank and file
have been -numerous. One of the men's dsmands is a 40 hour ~
wesk, which is being nsgotiatéd nationally at the-moment, but
they are impatient after Waiting'forlseveral months -and know'
that even if they got the agreement it is not likely to be for
a while yact. . o : C T P '

Tt has been on this issug that most of ths rank and file ac-
tion .during November was taken. However, the underlying -
troublzs are just as important. The men have the sams pro-
blems which brousht the Glasgow men out in April; tightening
of sehzdulzs, discontent about spreadover -time,: small attend-’
ance mohey, having to work six-and szven day weeks resularly
and ths noed to work excussive overtime -to-make a decent waga.
As far as the majority of busmen are concerned, the union
officials are a failure and resentment is grcat at the regu-
lar collusion bstween them and -the managemsnt -to the detri- -
ment of the mens - = - o Co -

"RANK & FILE_ ACTION =

The sxpected ‘trouble began on Saturday, 22nd November, when
the men at the Central SMT depot in Mothdrwsll walked out ir .
support of thes cleaners who were complaining about the heat-
ing at the depot: This one day lightning striks paralysed - -
all tne cantral Lanarkshire to Glasgow services. On Sunday
23rd, Glasgow corporation men bagah an overtime ‘ban and work
to rules - This cut th: city's services by one third. - ' '

e
¥
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The Glasgow action was expected. Over the months, since tha
April striké, -there has hean continual threats of actioni: :
Saveral of the depots havs been on the brink' of walking -out.
There was a lot of talk about anothsr strike. The union
officials and sceretary Grant, who playsd such a notorious
part trying to break the April strike, knowing the fecling of
the mgn' and having learned their lessons from April, organs
jsed tha Mofficial™ overtims ban and work to rude.  This is -
what rank and filg militancy with a willin%ness'to threaten -
and carry out action without the "blessing" of ‘the trads

union officials can do. . : T
The Glasgow men triggersd off.activity throughout Scotland.
Whilc union officials waffled with the management, the mah
acted at rank and fila level. Garage after garage met and
made their own decisions without the "halp™ of their union
officials. As Scotland's 26,000 bus men and women decided
what they would do, union officials told them not to take une
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official® action and the‘presa espacially the Bsaverbrook
stablemates, the Express and the Citizen, screamed at them to
take the "advice® of thoss who "represent® them.

Only a few weeks before, an editorial in the Citizen told the
officials of Paisley District AEU, who had been appealing to
tha workers to strike ovor the dismissal of shop dteward
Calum Mackay at Remington Rand, to_accent the decision of
their members which was not to strike.  Boavorbrook has it
both ways. Support union officials or rank and filc members,
whoever is against strikes. :

Edinburgh Corporation’s 3,000 drivers and conductresses had a
one day strike on Friday 27th, without union "support, Two
busss scabbed but one drove back to the depot after the crew
had abuse hoaped on them by the publie who blamed them for the
trouble. = We don't feel any sympathy for them. On the same
day Scottish Omnibus men at Airdrie and Musselburgh struck.
The Musselburgh action was also in support of the Edinburgh
men, since they run buses from ths eastern suburbs of the city.
The men at Alexandsr's Kirkintilloch depot were also out. On
Saturday 28th, against union fadvice", Dundee Gorporation men
had a one day strike. No onz scabbed. Alsxander's men at
Milnegavie and Kilsyth wers also out - 100%. : :

In Hamilton, Motherwell, Wishaw, Stirling, Greonock, Purth
and Dalkeith an overtime ban was imposed.

A few garages, the press looking for a crumb of comfort told:
us joyfully, took no action and declared faith in their off«
jcials. However, almost the whole of Scotland’s hzavily pop-
ulated arsa was affocted.

Not for a lone time have such numbsrs of busmen 850 ov:orwhelm-
ingly rejected their few paid union officials who claim to
represent them. The men's action publicised their ineffic-
icney and inability. Wz are <lad to ses the action and
decisions bzing taken at the important level - where it rsally
counts - among the rank and file. ‘ : '

The overtime bans and work to rule continued at most garages
for about two weeks and ended with a temporary repricve for
the union officials to get on with the negotiating quicker,
st local and national level., More action is on the cards if
the rank and file don't got their demands met soon, The all
Scotland striks called for the l4th of Decembsr was called
off. : ‘ '

ORGANISATION

The busmen's actiohs, although Very important in the light of
rank and file initiative and workers' dirsct democracy, took
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place in isolation at cach garage. No attempt was made to
contact busmen in other parts of Scotland and set up a co-
ordinating body, which would be the true representatives of
the men at rank and file level. Such a body would challenge
the authority of the non-slected TU bureaucrats. When the

_ men reicct the union officials we feel they should set up

their own reprisgntative group to carry out_the Jjob the union
officials regularly fail %o do. ’ S -

1f another strike is called, with our without the union's =
blzssing, we hope ths busmen will call on the Undersground men
and rai%waymen to come out in support. If not, the action
will be isolated and th® railwaymen will work and partly. ,
break the strike. A lssson could be learned from the recsnt

~ Frepeh strike, when all the transport and social services .

e——

workers came out toeather.in a solidarity action. This is
when the workers roalise their power and potential. Such
collective action is nceded among our transport workers. -The
busmen realiss that no setion in the transport ser ices can
be completely successful, without enlisting the support of
the;railway~and‘undcrground men. The busmep would havs to.
ienore the railway union lcaders and g0 straight to the rank
and filc for supporte ’ e ‘

e

THE”PRESS

The press have not been so.vicious in thzir attacks, as they :
were during the April strike. — They have, of course, roundly
condemned the M™unofficial®™ action and have been full of pro-
test letters from the class-unconscious public. .
What they have done with real success is to isolate the dis- -
pute to Scotland ~ so cutting off any chance of supporting
action by English busmen. This tactic is uszd regularly by
the press and it would be a good idea if Solidarists: through-
out Britain let czach other know what industrial action is
taking place in their localitiscs and this could be publicis-.
ed by the groups in their owh arcas. v

We have often thouszht it would bhe a eood idea if a demon-
stration of strikers and supporters went Lo Albion Street to
the BExpress and Citizen offices instzad of going to the
usual useless mesting places up side strests. Wa could ex~
pect_interesting‘deVelopments‘arising from thae decep feeling
of disgust and angsr for these papers; which workers on
strike always havé, because of the vicious campaign they

consistently carry on against them. There is no rcason why

the strikers don't call for a boycott of them, and ask the-
journalists and printers to walk out in support and refuse
to help in the production of their pernicious dogma.



-

13.

OUTSIDE HELP

During the dispute a hundred "Glasgow Busmen in Action® were
so0ld in Edinburgh and Dundee as well as a few in Glasgow and
other places. Reports say the rosponse was favourable. _

What more can we do to hslp? = The problem we have to overcome
is the suspicion and distrust of outsiders, which workers in
struggle have.” This has arisen very often because of attempts
to use them by Communist and Trotskyist factions. (This is
what happened during the Apprenticesf'Strike‘) There is, of
course, the old tactic of planting bosses' men and police '
among them, which makss the strikers very wary. Glasgow Sol-
idarity has been discussing supporting action away from the
centre of. the struggle taken independently of ‘the men by sym-
pathisgrs. Such action could overcome the suspicions of the
men, present the press with a new angle to overcome from the
usudl "there are subversives, etc. running the strike for their
own ends etc. etc.m and at the same time show the public a

group apart from the men who are in support and agree with the
Strikers' action. The activities could include demonstration’
marches and poster parades, flyposting and slogan painting and
the distribution of supporting literature. (The need for
distribution of literature to the public giving their side of
the story, to combat the press, is something strikers should -
be considering. o ’ - '

| COLOUR TROUBLE _ T

Unfortunately, not .all the activitiss of the busmen can be
admired and ‘supported. - A few months ago men at the Central
SMT depot at Gavinsburn in Dumbartonshire struck against the
employment of coloured workers. ‘They asked nearby. garages
to support thom, but ‘they ware quite rightly snubbed. = The
action received the support of the Fascist groupse Thay
refused to support the one.day strike at the Milngavie garage
because the Milngavie men did not support thom. B

A SUGGE =TION

. Solidarity welcomes and supports the action taken in-November
by themen at rank and file level independent of their so-called
reprasentatives - the union officials.” We look forward to -
the continuation of the struggle against the management and
thé union burcaucrats. We hope ths busmen win. We end by
making a suggestion. Next time there is a strike take the
buses out, but don't take the fares. This would help get the
public on your side against the management. The management
would try a lock-out but then the public would see who the
real culprits werae. o ' . ‘ :

John Thomson.
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The &cuttlsh Peacs Muvemant has been stricken by the malaiae -

which is’ choking the movement slsewhere in the gountrys It
is eaught in a straight-jacket held tight by Labour Party
respectables, peaceful reformists and -the Communist Partye.

Militants have left the movement in graat numbars, having ﬁ@;mw

wish to resolution-monger at drsary frade Union mzgetings and
on Labour Party ward committees vr canvass Glasgow. slums,
where unemployment, overcrowding and leeking Water closets
ara: the, issues Qgg the bomb.

The CND with its ultra-reapectabla elemments, who hava ar.

" utter contempt for radical direct action presented an "ind-
ependent prusance" at the -slection, which was so indepe ndent?_'

‘that no one cven noticed its. Thuy paid a bloke £I5 to do.
this and ‘the rﬁsult was a few lines in the prasss appgaling
to the canditates to romember the poor weo CND and what it
stood for. This samc bloke told us, that tho issuass for. CND;;
people ware not whether a. Labour pOV1rnment would ksap the
ASG "sacret® sholters and appoint themsulvbs to posts in
tnem, but wnather we could get Harry to comz a little way to
eaing . our point of view. Having been "presented™ thay then
urgvd averyons to vote Labour clalmlng that Wilson was rsal-
ly one of them. Thu,rbsult - Wilson said in .December that
Polaris would stay 1n ths Holy Loch But Labour has. put up -
the pen81ons. N :
- The Commlttae of IOO at pr svnt, are a. small aroup, who are
not taking any dlruCt action.: Tho activists and organisers -
of its hsalthy days have balad out., The younger militants
have gone off, formed thamSulvas into various 0roups pop~
ping up. under different mnames and keeping the. polica busy,
“and are running riot smashing up the army and navy ‘reeruite
ment offices(what a delightful mess for would<be recruits to -
see) and breaking into 01v1l dvfuncy'establlshmvnts.w -

fThe communists are always raady to take part in respact abl.
de manstratlons, provided they are dirscted against the r1gh§
“bomb, whers, thoy wont get into any troubla and so0 tarnish'
the 1mage they ars trying to ¢rsata. (we are fighting elace
tions, you know.). On the’ occasions that suit them they
spring into action and like a chamgleon changing its colours;,
they cast aside their red flags and line up bebind the blue
banner of the Paace Commlttee. CePo bectomas’ P C. _

.Mlxed in this pottage and of co&rsa'giV1ng 1t thelr bles-
sing, are several ministers, Like ths ungllSh we also have.
our problum priests.
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Tha praesant stats of the movsment is the rasult of it never
having been abls to gat out of the grip of the social demo-
crats, complctely immersed in traditional politiecs and who
have always aopealed to "top™ peopls to solva problams by
sending patitions and rosolutions tu Prime Ministers, pol-
iticians and TUC burcaucrats, naively belisving that such -
peonle, supporting as they do the status-quo and thus re-
quiring thé bomb tc keap their power, actually bother.

The following are ihstances,'which show what thesc people
have done to-keep the movement in.the track of raespectability
and traditional politics. ‘ e .

"IN THE BEGINNING =—

The Scottish Peace Movement sprang to life with ths arrival
of tho US Polaris Depot ship in the Holy Loch. Grsat was
the resolution passing among high and low in the Labour
Party, from city and town councillors to sundry rank- and-
file. Trade Union leaders made groat specches condemning |
ths Torics for letting the Americans come. The STUC passed
resolutions ‘and manipulated block votes of its members, who' -
were so concarnad that they kept on going to the football.
and enjoying themsclvaes on the boozs. Occasionally great

atherings assembled on the banks of the loch and with the

ommunist Party lcading shouted, OUT! OUT! OUT! But the
boat remained. The governmant replicd by siting another
Polaris basz at Faslana. So the STUC passcd mors resolu-
tions condemning this action, but_at the same tianc George
Middlaton, the sacretary, went to. lendon and pleaded for -. -
the Scottish uncmployed to be allowed to build the British
Polaris. Ths Labour Provost of Dumbarten, who sat down atb
the Holy Loch, said that he hatcd Polaris but if it was to
be built in Britain it might as w&ll b> built on the €lyde
and "solve" local uncmployment probloms. The bad goviorn-
mant didn't eive thom polaris to build, but they gave them
another Polaris basc at Rosyth. So the STUC passed more
rondduning resolutions and thon the government drove the
last nail home and laid the keel of the first British Pol-
aris submarine at Barrow and called it HMS Rgsolution.

Mzanwhile Labourites in CND groups urged members to pass

mor: resclutions, sign petitions and work in the unions SO

- that they could manipulate block votes to pass even mors

- resolutions and then the government could give Scotland
another Polaris basc. . ‘

T THE  COMMUNISTS |
" In the carly days of the movement the Anti-Polaris Co-

ordinating Committes was se¢t up. This suitad the Commun-
ists, since all the protests ware dirccted at tho Americans
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at the Holy Loch. Until one day, tho committes decided to
hold a demonstration in Glasgow, when the Sovist ambassador,
Soldatov, was in ths citys. So, always truc to their Russian
mastars, "the C.P. walkoed out,  From thon on they only camz on
demonstrations that suitod thum, but occasionally went for a
jaunt on their own to the loch.for an OUT! QUT! OUT! sassion.
On one of thes:s occasions the Scots Against War pamphlet,
How to Disrupt and Subvert the Warfars State. (Bast and Wist)
appzared and they did their nut and this combined with ths
threatenad sit-down caus:cd them to wet themszlves,"We (the
2adership of the Psace Committec) have promised the police
~there will be no troubls." Images you know!

The C.P. came in on the demonstration of February 1962, which
was to bzein with a march from the Holy Loch. . They wantud
the march to ¢nd in a mcating of the "traditional working-
class typs™ in a hall, where we would bé nicely cut off from
the public and could clap speeches of the "traditional work-
ing class type"™, which we had heard a hundred times before,
Prow Labour MPs and TU burcaucrats, Wote Labour.” "A united
front with the C.P. f~r poace,” "Work inside the unions.”
The Committee of I00 :sfusad to do this and declared their
integntion to march cn to George Square and hold a public as-
sembly, with whocver wanted to speak, doing so. The police
afused thom the uss of tho squars hut on thz day of tne
march, which was now thz "Frec S3pcech" decmonstration, they
walked on to a packed square, whilc the C.P.(who had’ capit-
ulated over thz indoor mesting) and thaCND walked up a side
strest and talkvd to themszlvas. So much for the revolution!

The only time the Communists came on a Slt down in any great
numbars was when the organiscers persuaded the Scottish Sec—
retary to taka part. S6 he gave the order and the shzep ob~
gyed. But they didn't ban the bomb bthe first time, so they
went back to thiir traditional ways.

— . —~ N A
WHAT ABOUT CND

Glasgow Edlnburpa and a lot of the other CNDs arc so bourg-

gois, tnqt thoir books balance at the :nd of the ycar. This

is the 3ir training on Labour Party committcces coming in handy.

They worry so much about their accounts, that they seldom

take any action exczvt sending press statnm nts, which the

editors throw in their waste paper haskets, Oc0331ona11y they

get "intellectual”™ letters published in the Glasgow Herald

and Scotsman. These papers dont find their way into the homes

of the worklng-class but even if they did, the letters are so

"hiegh-brow and wde mnfoenist® that the workers would

rightly reject them.

These entrenched cliques of Labourites have controlled most CND
groups from the start, but alas for them their members dessrted
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them a long tims aco. Now all they do is provide occasional
Sunday evaning entsrtainment for Youth Fellowships, whan they
send a speaker along to try and convert Church middle-class
elaments.

TINDUSTRIAL ACTION FIASC

Glaseow CND once held an Industrial Action Week, which was to
be used to tell the worksrs in the factories and shipyards
"how? to go out and work for the abolition of the British

bomb . he fiasco was »raceded by a meeting, where two wall-
known rank and file militants, Bro. Kitson, of the Scottish
dorse and Motorumens Union and Bro. Horner, of the Fire Brig-
ades Union and national CND fame, told the flayumen® in CND

how to operate in industry. There were about 50 peopls at

the meeting of svery left hue. Kitson and Horner told us that
the “rsal® work to be donz was insids the union branches pass-
ing resolutions, and gatting other CNDers into other union
branches passing resolutions there, and eventually getting the
resolutions passed at national level. Then they could be tak-
en as block votes to Labour Party conferences and manipulat:zd
in our favour and if we were lucky they would not be thrown
out or ignored by psople like Gaitskell. The rank and fils
maunbers of the unions were to be left unaware of the fact,
that their votes were bsing used to pass resolutions, which
most of them opposed. When 1t was suggested from the floor
that we by-pass the resolution rubbish and go straigiht to the
workars with our provaganda and ask them to take action, such
as striking and blacking nuclear work, Horner and Kitson told
us we wers coing over the heads of the so-called Yrepresent-
atives™ of the men - the TU officials. The reason baing thab
4 and K saw their bursaucratic power as union officials being
usurpad, thair jobs in jeopardy, whenaver their rank and file
bagan taking action which they opposed, and sven worsa, with-
out their consent.

At question time we were treated to long harangues from the
proponents of various factions on their firoyal™ road to SocC-
ialism. All of them agreed with the platform on the need to
"work insida","take over™ andMuss” the Labour Party and Trade
Unions. Everyons was united on the bursaucratic issue, thab
the rank and file could be ignored or, at the most, only ask-
ed to work in their branch passing resolutions. CND also

had about 50,000 leaflets which said this. No mention was
made of such revolutionary action as strikss and work black-
ing. They asked for volunteers to give them out. Afew stal-
warts caugd forward.: Most of their respactable wsmbars did not
fancy getting their clothes dirty on the city's industrial
wastes. At the end of the waek they were left with about
20,000, Perhaps this is a blessing.:

There wers suopposad to be factory gate and shipyard mestingsSo
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Committee of I00 members offered to speak, since CND could
find very few speakers in their own ranks. CND reluctantly
agreed, but told them to he careful what they said. On turn-
ing up for several meetings Committee speakers found no CND,
no platform and no audience. So .the week came ana went and
the "messaege™ to the Glasgow workers went unheeded, as they
went off to the terraces at Parkhead and Ibrox.

- “ S

_ A TPRIES] m
One of the problem prissts is the Rev. Clyne Middlston, chair-
man of the rather posh Edinburgh CND, who has steered his
group bravely along the paths of Edinburgh respsctablity. On
hearing that the Committee of I00 were to march throush Edin-
burgh to the ASG shelter, the week after the Spies for Peace
revelations, he told the press that his CND were not taking
part. This proupted an editorial in the local press, saying
that they were pleased that their city CND were not going on
the march with the motley Glasweeian subversives, who were
coming to wave their obnoxious Spies for Peace pamphlet in the
hallowed streets of their capital. And on a Presbyterian Sun-
day, if you please. The Committee secrstary replied,saying,
that it was up to the rank and file CND to decide individually
if they wanted to go on the march. Un the Sundav about three
hundred supporters of idinburgh CND joined with other Scottish
subversives at the Mound. Hdinburgh CND officials wers thare
telling their members to go to an indo»nr mezting, but they
were rightly snubbed by the rank and file, who prefarred more
exciting things to Sunday table talks.

__ MAY DAY

At the May Day rally last year, militants gave Anthony Green-
wood a real hackling amid shouts from CND Labourites to shut
up and give a fellow ban the bomber a hearing. A hearing
mzant letting him tell us all to vote Labour. The Anarchists
tried to wreck the meeting with a walk-out in protzst. Those
who supportedyknow what Wilson said, when asked what his col-
onial secretary would say to the decision to keep the Holy
LocH base. "Mr, Greenwood always agrees with me.™ For him a
sell-out of CND for a cabinet post is well worth it.

Militants wishing to revive the movement have learned from
their past experience and realise that it must be based on a
rank and file, working outside the traditional "legal™ approach-
es and free of the suffocating grip of those respectables who
abhor revolutionary direct action. Appeals for industrial act- -
ion must be made direct to the workesrs and not to tradée union
officials. Break-ins at civil defence and military establish-
ments and firms building nuclear bases will continue, in the
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quest for secrets, that are being hidden from the people. Leaf’
letting of troops with anti-war; sediticus literature will .. -

continue, . Setting up anti-war cells in the armed forces will . .
be attempted. Sabotaese might. be continued. Disruption.of - .7 -
security and defenca departmsnt telepnhcnes will carry on. Aec- -

tion at bases, taking such a toll c¢f Committee of I00 militarits -

should be suspended and'only revived if the numbers are big -
enpugh %0 ensure a caance of success,  "e hope support for the
militant, disruptive and subversivs Scots Against War eroup:. = |
will erow. Most important; the atbtack on the bomb and. the mile

itary must be part.of the larger offensive of‘rank-and-fils -~

- workers against_ the wnole vowerhouse of our capilialist bureau-. -
cracy. . - oo ' ’ R

CACTION T

The'following?leéflet Wés distributed by Sblidaritnylésgbw).

 Tom.Macdonald.:'

With so many militants. around. wanting to help the workers dure
ing strugg'le's‘*withthe'employerss a group has been set up to.
try and.do this. This will allow people who are not directly
involved in disputas, either on ths job or-in‘the.union, to-
take solidarity action with their felldow-workers, - ACTION

'; will be the main purpcse of chis‘group3'gﬂgffa301utiqh»passing]‘”

nor arguing about. the fifty “royal" rcads .to-socialism, nor

swopping the newspapers of the varics loft-wing "in"igroups, - .=

The object of the group is to heln create workine-class conw

- sciousness and solidarity, by propaganda and STRUGGLE, and
create sympathy for strikes and other working class action,’
among. the public who -are %500 easily.turned against their -
fellow workers by the vicious propaganda of the vellow press,’

The group could be extramely valuable during "unofficial® dise’
. ' ; J, S

putes, when the worksrs:are deserted by the btursaucratic tradse:

“union lsaders, for it is uhen that they. lack the finance and

- organisation of the tradz union apparatus and so the nsed for
o gubgdide help Is greater. - ° 7o oo _

The:group ‘will not seek to %lead" or "gat in™ omn ‘strikes for
factional ends. Nor will it be a self-appointed messiah trying '
to ‘take the workers: along oné of the "edrrect' paths to soclaly’
ism, Instead it will ZIine up with thé workehs against the bosses
‘be ‘they state &r council efficials or private émployers, and- 'we.
will put ourselves at their disposal during:strikes, go-slows,.
overtime bans and werk-to-rules, and try and help by producing =
and distributing literature, flyptisting and sloganpainting, prove
iding transport and organising suppdrting demonstrations,"

We call on all militant left-wingers to supplrb this group.’
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FURTHER—ACTIWTY ~ T
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Sbtidarity: supporters in scotland 1n4 ~75 wnnwo’wr discussine—-

tha questlon of  furtasr sctivitiss. o ws ramain only a. 1it-
srature publishine eroup ancourasine ths workars in strugelé. .’
or do ‘we attempt to drranisz’ourszlvas on a forgal basis for
otltier action. *. [he ohvious faars among us . ars of the danegar
of brineing about svie small ocuy huraancrncy winicn cuuld
casily ‘occur with such an organisation haine s3t up at pres
ant when tnzsre-is viry 11ttlv.5unport for our 1leaa._ Iaora
is also tha OOSDiblllty of beine lumped with the left-wing -
factions as an plitist, -vaneuardist or salf aomclnt >d . leader
ship proup: w1th tha subquu nt eréwth of suspicion about us .- .
aung, workﬁrs in-struesls... We Have .strassed that our' actlonv‘
group:would try and put itself @t the workers: disnosal, “in=
stead of trying, as oﬁh“r factluns ao o install 1tb=lf as
the leadersnip. ' : , \ >

Among ths suﬂa stions we nava nad for other act1v1ty aro, L
maklnq a banner and publicising tha group on marchss etc, . . '
noldlng struet and factury gate. meetlnpa, taking part in R
‘diract action on ‘social and political issues. such as rants,
svictions, warrant sales, ‘royalty, hig businiss ste, and: L
standing at local el: ctlons on an anti-glection tickst 31m~ RN A
ilar to. bhu OvaCthu of tne form r London Workars: yssoala~ Lo
tion.. .- . . .

B

W 'Ifthat”this whola issuye snoul* bc w2ll alred and; W

AT

would llka co r@sooni 2nc: on 1t.
|
LLD

THE @UEEN AND

We nﬁarchat “ths National ﬂimlnj tratlv
has a»1étter bafore thew frou a @zmbﬁr.auklnﬂ 3 to call ;
and Orgaﬂloj an anti- ‘royalty demonstraticon at “Uﬁklﬂ"ﬂam Pa1~
aceonithe.! tﬂuﬂuqr'hOUu with . dovaltV”,and “Give the palace to
the Homaels ss.ﬁ The ohjzet is to ask London howzloss psople’
to#coms on an action, waich would. attaupt to 1nstall them in
theopalace.’” It is: rﬁaWLS 4 that thé domonsthation’ would only

be a-tokan: ‘atteupt bicauso of our. frisnds the OOlle, the - v

w2lls known guardians of our Jatahllsnment ‘hut such ah. actlonfM:
would. be indzed revolutionary. Wa would suoport it and arg: -

surv tnat many o?h=r 1vit—w1na mllltants would also.

:W:*=A.subscr10tlon of 4/6 would =nsurv ths next & ism o0}, )
: ‘suss of- leli&PlLy(GlaSgOW) For o/~ vou can ga« PR R
”tna*n*xt T2 issucs of, bolldarlty(uondon) from
197 Kunws Cross noad Longon’ '”Ci
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vVOLEM VHN“ NUoum ON eubllsth hy uolldarl y(PlaSgow) ahﬂlgéﬁ.

c/o, P Tobin, 11 Mlngulay Street GLASGOW N. 2.
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