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Onto Freedsi.

To every member of the TW.W. in Australla
tho advent of this iague of “Direct Action” should
be an occaalon for thoughts ‘of the moat pleasant
character, for it-is issued to mark the beginning
‘ot & new era of achisvament sa far as industrial
organisation in _Australla ls éoncerned, -

The first Loeal-industrial Unlon-ever- organ-

ed in Australla is now making its entry Into

e field of Industrial strife, armed. for the
pruggle towards emancipation; not alone with
words, but with the fnost formidable weapoas in
the armory of labor. _Armed £lso with the in-
vincible splrit which pervades the LW.W; wher-
evor It I8 eatabllshied,” tha spirie won the
Lawrence gtrike, the spirit which has kept the
good ship of Industrigl Unifonlem afioat during
all the days of {ts lormy past, and will enable.
‘it eventually to weather the Iong stdrmy vdyage
towards its goal—Industrial Democracy,

The 1L.W.W. is the. most vifile labor union in
existence, and perhaps the reason for this may
e, that there 1s no room in the LW:W. for any
but bona-fide workers and bona-fide Aghters in
the interesta of the working class—uo room for
self-advancement at the expense of others; no
fat salaries or soft jobs to stifie the feellngs of
the discontented.’ The LW.W. is the  only
organisation capable.of bringing about working-
class emancipation, because it is the only unlon
which recognizes, both in theory and in practice,
*the absolute. identity “of Interest of the whole
of our modern industrial slaves, '

Dut, although these are-my opinipns and may
well be those of most readers of “Direct/Action;
thera are, in a: 4o
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our:
natural economic enemies, those In the ranke of

the Labor (1) movement who regard any ad-
vancement of the LW.W.. with ‘unfavourable
eyes. I refer to the.Hughes and Holmans, and
thelr less notorious followers, whose name is
legfon. Economlc Determinism s the law of
life: and not even thess august personages are
exempt from its influence. They kmow that
once the logic-of the LW.W. penetrates the
minds of the workers, thelr occupation, lke
Othelle's, will be gone. . - ¥ BT
On- the ‘other hand, the working clasa have
nothiig to lose but all to gain by organisation
iunder the banper of tha Induatrial Workers of
the World. The whola labor movement of Aus-
tralia, outside the L.W.W, to-day, lies hopeleasly
broken on the rocks of political opportunism.
During the brief period of its existence in Aus-
tralia, the LW.W. has been preaching the fal-
lecy of Labor representation in Parllament and
now time has proved the truth of its teachings,
for we are witnessing to-day the ludicrous
spectacle of & Labor Pacty, placed in poawer to

LW.W, : s !

We havo been told that our idess are Im-
practicable; ‘that the workers™ have not -the
education or ability necessary to the attalnment
of Inddstrial

represent the working clags,” thr to
lorce the further burden of conscription.upon
the already overburdoned tollers. — The only
way left to the wor class s the LW.W.—
firect actlon on the industrial fleld. -

The Labor politicians, ostensibly in power to
turther the interests of the workers have been
forced by ‘ecogomic-pressure-to obey tha dic-
lates of the real rulers of Australia—our Indus-
trial Mastera. = SAT

It Is our claim, as Industrial Unionists, that
eny organisation; in order to fully represent the
Interests of the working-class, ‘must, in addition
tn gaining shorter hours and batter pay, present
the final solution to the labor problem, and
aholish the class_struggle. Tha W. claims
1o have this solution in the methods and object

~—of-{ts-organisation—~world-wida - control - of in-
dustry. x

4As members of the LW.W. we look upon
ihe mammoth industrfal machinery. of to-day
28 the, means whereby we can galn’ emancipa-
ton. Forced by aconomic neceseity, the work:
€rs have bullt thess machines, but have hitherto

_Wllowed them to be wntroued..lﬁx the capitalist.

Tlie average worker educate

— Bchools, filled with capitalist morality, taught al-

ks

"~ Tilled o do,

- ¥ays to be subservient to his mastérs' laws, is
blind to the potentlalities-of his class. He does
Dot understand that just as his,class, organised
In the Intorests of the capitalist, has created all
the wonderful machinery of to-day, so, when
awakined to cl in

(%) I capltallat ™

Freedom. Applied to'a great ma-
Jority of the working class this Indlctment ls
" true: Industrinl Democracy ia not yet, but'every
day :brings iis realization nearer, for every day
‘ sees the propaganda of the LW.W. spreading
.over an eyer larger field, day sees the
ranks of the LW.W. growing larger.« Every
new burden placed upon tha workers is serving
to drive them slowly but surely to accept the
doctrine of Industrial Unlonism. e
" Proot 1a not wanting that the slow-down pr
pegnnda is being .put into action. In the fields,
factories-and-mines of Australia, for wa_have
only to-turn to .the ‘daily and weekly mouth-
pleced of capitalism to see the perturbation that
has been produced amongst our mastars by the
uadoptton of LW.W. tactlcs. Every affort is be-
ing made-to-discradit-the-LW.W.-in-the minds
of the workers; hut all thelr favings about the
folly. of sabotage only serve to -stimulate in-
terest In the minda of the apathetic. :
Fellow-workers, the world s purs when we
ara strong enohgh to take over the control of
industry, and the only way to develop working
class power.is to bend all our energles to the
~perfection of working clags organisation. We'
have to build up an' organisation to control in-
dustry for our selves. When we have done this
there will be no need.to ask our "“National As-
semblies” to make them ours by law, or to-arbi-
trate with the capltalists coneernlng the owner-
ghip thereof. In that day Industry will be ours,
we shall have the power to take for

their own Interest, thoy galn for themselves
the ownership and .coptrol of the world and all
thereln. ¥

For yeara Soclallst and Labor politicians have
breached to us that “Labor.is-entitled to ail it
broduces,” unill the thing has hecome almost a
Dlatitude. The newer, more virile spirit of the
Worklng clags ia'found” fn the slogan' of the
LW.W.: “Labor 1s entitied to.all it can get.”
Parllneutary representation has falled to gene-
Tate sufficlent power to'do anything for the
workers. : e
Workers of Australia, you have rajged up unto '
Jourselves gods, In the shape of Labor poll-
Uclans, and behold events havae proved that
their feet are but of clay. Let us got together
20d ses if wa_cannot_do what. the goda-hav,

t We.live in an age when
Egﬂ Bpells success in every sphere of activity.
ery great Industrial concern.can attribute its
Succeds to one thing—organisation. But -the
;rznnmuon of induetry in the past has always
*'“'l by and for the capitalist class. It is up
l: 38 10 organise ourselves In order to control
Mustry for ourselves: this is.the cbject of the

¢ - Tl
organisa-

curselves the full product of our labor. The
gurplus value upon which modern plulocracy
thrives will have disappeared, and those who
to-day.live on our labir will ba compailed to
.come {n with us and do their share in the pro-
cess of production.

In bullding this organisation we are forming
the structure of the firstsratfonal system of
soclety the world has ever seen, and laying the
foundation for the future development of the
human race; we ara ging the historfc mis-
slon of the working class. By bullding this

* organisation we are bringing about the downtall
of the last form of class stelety, capitalism, and
establishing in its stead a society In which there
will be nelther masters nor slaves, but men and

_women, - Men and women who in the futura will
look back upon the el;-; of capltalism ag the dark-

“ est page In human history. . -

I{gmmlty. a8 yet, has hardly emerged from
the primeval savagery of its Infaney, nor can
it advence.any further upon the road to pro-
grass until the economic. conditions of life are
in accord with the needs of the masses of the.

slaves of the many. Industrial Democfacy will

make manhood. and womanhood possible
for the whole human ra¢e. Fellow-worker, if
y%:n want to be a mén and not a slave, get Into
the LW.W. and do your share fn the Fight for

Freedom. .
FRANK F. WARD.

 Eureka Stockade.

Sllmday,: lieéeniber 3, 1854.

—

g,

“Remember. lhalt-hhhlﬂl“ day ta keep it holy.”

Looking back through the long vista of 62 years
between now and then, there are memories in the
minid. of this.writer which no duration of life,
however long, can possibly efface,

~-But-this-article-is ot meant-to-be-a narrative—dead- than living; with-a-gash-in-his left shoulder, -

of the stirring- events of the past, but is-an en-
deavour to co-refate them with the conditions of
the mining industry of the present day, and there-
by show that the disabilities of the workers, who
are the vertebrae of the gold industry of Au:
tralia are in no wise different to the troubles,
their fellow workers of 62 years ago.

The diggers‘of Ballarat had imposed upon them
a system of ‘direct taxation to an' extent in the
first instance of £18 per annum; later on, it was
increased to £36, and.was at times reduced or in-
creased, at the pleasure and caprice of the Squatto-
cricy, who exclusively constituted the Govern-
ment of the day, J

Be it understood” that this impost on the dig-
gings community throughout Victoria was the
only taxation, and the wool kings, who were the
taxing power, refused every suggestion of land or
income tax. ;

The digges ‘were the most patent producers
of wealth, the promoters of -all the trading “and

nercial activities{ and the diggings the great

magnet that was attricting’ pupglau'_on from. all
parts of the ‘world, and were.compelled to bear

people. Capitaliam makes gods of the few and*all the cost of the administration of affairs.

| brutalities of- the police.-

The’ Heease fees in 1852’ aggregated a total of
£300,000, :and the ‘rapidly  increasing population

. ‘Was constantly augmenting the amount.. Deputa- -

tions ‘with petitions, some with 5000 signatures,
from all the many goldficlds were waiting on Go-
vernor “Latrobe, asking for a reduction of 'the
-license: ‘and a ion of the ever-i ing
-His snswer -invariab

was “that he would refer their request to: the-

Legislative Council,” and that was the final stage , .

of the diggers' plea for consideration. .. -,
* This enormous tax on the whole of the gold-

" fields adult population was levied and -collected:

at the point ‘of the sabre and pistol, and fre-
quently” by. members of Captain Darras’ black
troopers (Australian aboriginals), organised long
prior to the. gold discoveries, and all the excuse
of the Government was that the maintenance ‘of
law dnd order on the diggings should be paid for
by the mining community,™ =

_As-to the pretext of law and order, this scribe
Has often been associated- with from 10,000 to
20,000 of a population in various new: rushes to a
iresh gold find and has never been a witness of
-anything but peace, social ‘order, and general
amity- of itcling‘-pcrvadiﬂg,th‘r: community,

" Oply when a Commissioncr -was appointed to
the’ new location, and arrived with a-force of
polidd:to CDU;C;.J the obnoxious tax, by the most
obfiaxibus, rutal ‘methods, only then did dis-
ordcr."ﬁﬁkqtn- ite? ppearance.  * So - much “for
Jlaw. and. arder. a¢-a=ploa-if Somy oo s

In the. first year of the digging industry in

Victoria the gold yield was 145,137 oz, or a value
of £580,548; the following year 1852 it fose to
2738484 oz, or #10,054,936; in 1885—3,150,000
oz, £12,600,000; and in 1854 (Eurcka year) it de-
clined to 2,392,000 0z, or £9,568,250. This de-
cline in the yield was consequent on the increas-
ing worry of the diggers by being driven from
-their work by armed and mounted police out on
“digger hunts” making continuous work anim-
pdssibility, It is very questionable if during 1854
two-thirds of the diggers' industrial encrgy was
put into operation.

To be courteously accosted as a son of any-
thing but a woman and a man, to be ordered with
aggressive impudence to “show your crimson li-
cense,” and to be “sanguinary quick about it was
the standard of police etiquette in addressing “gay
dogs of diggers.”

Any remonstrance against such linguage was
constrited -as a refusal to produce the demanded
license, and out came the handcuffs, onc of which
‘was locked on tige prisoncr’s right hand, the other
Iocked info the saddle ring of the trooper's horse,
and a quick-move made to the camp, the site of
the “Logs,” so-called Jrom the primifive order of
structure that- formed the prison for diggers,
Should. the prisoner object to the entertainment
of his captor by.a !rutting‘m‘lch with the horse,
a swinging canter was the teply given to the
objection, and the "victim could keep up or be
dragged along. Any protest, mild of emphatic,
on the-part of the victim-only-made- hjs-plight
worse, for out would come the sabre, and the poor
devil got a thrashing with the flat of it, his brutal
captor caring little if at times it fell edgeways.
One man, Arnold, whom I knew personally, after

- a run like this, arrived at the police camp more

his left arm cut to the bone, and a terrible scalp

wound. This particular case raised the goldfelds

d metropolis to indignation. Even the “Argus”
d “Herald” denounced the brutal tyramny of
goldficlds officialdom.

Proceedings of this pl and enlivening na-
ture (from the police point of view) were termed
a "digger hunt”” The next morning at ten the

- accused filed-in quick -succession through -the

court, the chief official recording a fine’ of £5
against each offender, and £10 against those' who
had resisted the police in the “¢xécution of their
duty,” .or one or two months’ imprisonment. -

Duripg all this reign of terror there were a
majority on the diggings who urged itutional
modes of redress—just as now. R

Miners of Australia: What is the difference
between. your position to-day and that of the
Ballarat diggers? Remember the gold they won
was their own! Can you say as:much? They
were exploited at the most out of £36 per annum,

.

a’flea-bite compared with your enormons exploita- +

ton. Take the gold output of Australia and the
‘number of your class engaged Th.mining; add to
Continued on Page 4. -
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cause it is only by continual strukgle and self-
sacrifice can ulhmatc'm:tory and cma.nc:pahun
be achieved.

 With this issue nf “Direct- A:uun” the LMW, \V
has “dug itself in” in one of the basic. industrics
of Atstralia..” It will go on, despite all opposition,
continuing its emrenchmcnts. untjl the ramparts of
capitalism_have been razed, and. the, industries. of..
Australia ‘and of the world are owned ‘and co
trolled by those to whom they rightfully belong,
the world's- working " class—the -Industrial \\t'el'L

* Kers o{ the Wnr]d. )

’

" “THE MINING INDUSTRY. -

ing chm. and vmlc aggressive, and, déﬁnnt, bc-- .

f::ltmtu tre~ borl

passed info chutes, from which it.is- rrucked to
ought to surface and auto- music to' make life a liit e\ch &
‘matsnlly tipped into.a powerful rock-breaker for fence or flowet beds to buuuf, ‘and

the hauling shaf

means_of‘an endless insertion belt, automatlcall,r
passing from oné stage of process 'to another, un-
. tif the final course: of extraction has been acco
‘plished, ‘where another endless belt. receives

as mllmg’, sonveys it out of the mxﬂ and Hps it =

back down the mine_for mullock

n:du:gnn, and c.on\-cycd thence to the mill by = habitation. 'fhrough_

: adom hig
bad. h“’ﬂi mln:r's COM-.
- plaint, or acoident, he is’ compelled

boys from lchao.'l at
yaﬂ: the mil

It will thus. be seen that during the.whn]e nE this
wonderful’ periormance of conveyance, - reductldn
and extractiop, the genius of man has made the -
machik the principal actor. The hauling-is done
by huge winding engines of a complex character,
capable of hauling as much as 2o tons from a.
‘depth ‘of 3000 feet, each revolition of its drum:

accorplishing 50° fect of ‘space. with the utmosth l'ﬂz-lua). ﬁnd the lhoﬂﬂn_ﬂ! of ‘accidents that occur.

lete in’ their

whn lm(e fa

of ce'hhal:y, -thi

\age,’d big percentage «

t.onums.
“The mimng’ m ustry:

~out its- long. chapter: of :wdentl isastersy

as instances, Mt. Kembla, Bulli, Mt. Lyr.]l (T;,_

‘rapidity. - These engines are.so
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Al ‘lh'E editor wishes to say in connection with
this issue is to offer an apology to ‘the many con-
tributors wha Tave sent in “copy” which lack
of space prevents us frowm publishing; and the
need for One Big Union-in the mimlg industry
has bLeen so clearly .pmlucd out in the articles
witich we pnhluh lhat little cdn be added by way
of argument.

In no cther mdl\Cln does the wbbcry of the
working class stand out with greater clearness.
In manufactures the difference between the paid
and unpaid product of labor, between wages and
siirplus value, stand out less clearly, ‘but the cost
of=prosluction 1o the capitalist in the mining in-
dustry is so infinitesimal that a glance at his own
statistics at once furnishés proof of the robbery.

The ever-increasing exploitation of the workers
in Australia, who are engaged in.this health-de-
stroying and hazardous occupation, is at once ap-
parent from the statistics dealing with the sub-
jecte- The total values produced in propértion to

+ the amount .of wages paid and the number of -

workers uu':plu)’ed,‘ are increasing year by year.
Here is” where we-must look for the true test
of the efiicacy of working class organisation;
not in the failure or success of a strike here and
there, nor yet in any improvement which may be

* apparent in' the workers’ condition over a certain
period of time. The degree of success ar failure
of a working class organisation, and of the work-
ing class movement generally, i8 measured by its
success in curlailing the surplus values of the
capitalist class; in olher words, hy the ratio of
wages to profits. -

Measured by- this standard, uurkmg class or- ~
ganisation in the mining industty—and, .indeed,
in all ‘other- industrics—has proved@itself - hope-
lessly impotent. Not alone has the rate of ex-
ploitation increased by leaps and bounds during
. the past few years, but the unions have been com-
pelled to act merely on the defensive, and in so
acting have miserably failed to maintain a wage
schedule cnmmfnsuralc.\\lth the increase in the
cost of living. e

This is not alone applicable to Adistralia, but
to every capitalistically developed country in the
world ; and encéuraged by the failure of the work-
ing class movement to take up an aggressive
attitude, and its impotency in defence, the inter-
national capitalist class is to-day taking certain

-~ steps which, given the present organisation of the

workers, can have onfy one-result: the rivetting

" of the shackles of slavery more firmly on. the
workers' limbs, with a future as dark in its out-
look™ for working class progress as any e-po:h in
the blood:red history of capitalism.

But the T MWW refuses to take a pessimistic
view of matters. We know that the capitalist
class in its every effort to increase -exploitation
iy but .digging the grave of the capitalist systeg,
The devclopment of that systemd ‘is fast making |
‘the futility of trade unionism more apparent than
“any theoretical arguments ‘on the subject. It is
because of this the LW.W. comes on thé scene

with its torch of hope and’its rallying ery of One
Big Union—not merely in the mining industry; of
Australia, but in every industry and every country
where capitalist exploitation reigns, In its greed
for profits, wrung out of the flesh and bood of
the working class. capitalism knows no natianal
Boundari
organisation as large and as wide as the capitalist
system itself; an erganisation that is at omce
virile, d:sn]x‘lmed‘ and educated. . Educated in a
knuulcdgc of the class struggle on which’ any
genuine working class movement must rest dis-
not from above, but from an inner con-
ronsciousness of the historic mission of the work-

“WENTRENCHED

—and-the workers therefore-remuire an—

stHl mede.the many the properiy of the tew,
it hns lnu'odueed ].lbou(s meceasny. yicea
an incom-
patible With nature; ll' in all countries, it
abridges the lives of B:ll]lnnn and renders the
llves of mitllons more migerable and abject,

‘why shall we still. worship so destructive an

idol, and dally sacrifice it.io our health, our

Hberty and our peaco I"—Burke.

There is, perhaps, no ifdustry in Australia o
bristling with Ainterest, so full of strife and trage-
dies, or so,remarkable in'ca.pimlislic development
as the mining indystry. *Suffice it to-say that
sugh' a happy hunting: -ground: for the boodle-bugs
and financial leeches of the world provides food
sufticient for' thought amd reflection for awork
cqual in size to the Encyclopacdia Brittanica. ~

Away back in the. early fifties, and for some

dustry was its embryonic stage, and when the
work.of raising the ore and extracting the pre-
ciotis metal was performed by a primitive method,
the mine owner's harvest was not So bountiful as
at the present day.

+ But 4 great change, so great as night be termed
*a revolution, has taken place in the operations and.
development of this, as. well as 1Il other indus.
tries, while the hinkil b dlelj
slave remained mdlffcrem, and uriconscious of the
cancerous growth that was every day getting its
nourishment from his ¢heérgy and ignorance, which
must inevitably result in his own physical and
moral destruction.

In those days the accumulation of the mine-
owher’s surplus value was hampered by the primi-
tive methods of mining, hauling and milling.
which necessitated the employment of more man-
power, more handling, a lcsser percentage of
extraction, and, consequently, less profits aver nnd
above cost o{ production.

The ore Was broken by hand labor; the bermg'
was done by hammer and drill, two men working
together, irrespective of the nature of the ore.
‘The quantity broken in cight hours was infinitesi-

the aid of the machine; and, besides, high ex-
plosives for blasting were an unkndwn quantity.
powder, rack-a-rock, and .an inferior quality of
dynamitqgbeing mostly in use. The hauling was
invariably done“by the “whim,” whip, or what
is recognised now-a-days as an out-of-date steam
winch.

Before the ore was finally’ t'iea_lt with, that is;
from when it Jeft the miner's pick till it reached
the tailings. dump, it was handled ten or twelve
times,

The timber fecessary. for l:mmng was all cut
out by hand, the cross-cit saw and the axe; saw-
milling plants did not gxist on-the mines as to-
day. =

Another important phase of the subject is thnt
the men worked ecasier, did less work, and, in
many places, forty-four hours constituted a full
veek, and dismissal-from-employment was less
prevalent than it is to-day. -

But now, behold the change—the development.

of labor-saving machinery, with its sweeping ef-
fecls on the industrial field, mmp]clcb revolu-
tionising the s;smm of | produmon in but a.com-
paratively {ew years, the owning ‘class piling_up
huge fortunes, and a new lease of life given to
“their powers of aggression, gnabling them to held
full and complete economic power, to the disad-
vantage of the landless multitude, and, at the same

~considerablé um‘e—a!ter‘ witen | lhe‘.mmmg"lnwﬂlumeﬂ f-aci 2

k and effic as to_renderit i

ip i ible fauhx fuse, falls of earth, Mmd a thousand and one
for ithem 1o be uver—wnund, this ensuring the ecther ways, the most ol ich could have beey

owner against -any loss that -might. otherwise .avoided . if proper , safety appliances ‘were pro-

accyr- through mistake, ncgllgem:e, or incompe-
tency of "the driver.

By such scientific means of prnducuon, 1000
tonis of ore can: be.mined and milled daily, as
against a paltry 50 or 100 tons a few short years
2go, and the wonder of it all'is that-only about.
the same amoum of labor is required, ahowmg
clearly that the'use of the machine has beneﬁlerl
the capitalist only, and that it is' by no means a
Menefactop-to.the worker as it i at present con-
stituted,. for lqstcad of making his lot casier he

. becomes a mere cog in its wheel, :md a sl:um to

its ceaseléss nperall‘ons. .
Even the steel used ir rock- {iﬂihng' is sharpened
by machine process. | 4
Another important dcve[op nt in the interests
of the capitalist h:ls b::l.'n lhe mve:mun and intro-

fractory ores,gvhich, in the past, were passed ovér
the mullock dump as unprofitable.

The Golden Mile, in Western "Ausfralia, and
Broken Hill may be cited as illustrations. Both
these places now depend on these ores, as all the
oxidised ores on the upper levels are worked out.
The Great Boulder mine is i in its

caused very often by

vided; and after every accident the Jaw spuk:
with  thie -usual *verdict—no blame attachable o
anyone.

Behold the toil-stunned ‘multisude in the mmmg
industry 11 “Behold th death-roll of the minesl|

Behold the widows and orphans robbed of they *
bread-winners; behold their tears and hear their *

‘cries; the wash tub or the street for the mother,”
and - the.. orphanage for the children. Bup the
boss’ profit all the. while continues to roll in.

Behold, the great illusion—State ‘ownership—q
money-pawer practising * ‘every art of lluplmu
-growing more arrogant and despotic as it robs
and crushes the workers, building its- forllﬁﬂuuns s
of thelr honu. and-i lts palaces out of the profits o[
its plracles. "

There is but one issue l'nr the workers; the

i re-_overthrow of the capitalistic system and 4 the emag-

cipation of the working class from wWage sla\ny
The. capitalist may have the tariff, finance, im-
perialism, and other dust-covefed and moth-caten
issues “entirely to himsclf. The rattle of thest
relics no innger deceives the ‘working men whose
heads-are on”their own shoulders. They know -
by ex; “and observation that the gold stan-

monthly profits of £27,000, having up to date paid

ht. over £5,000,000 in dividends.  Qther mines on the

same belt have a somewhat similar \record, es-
pecially the Lake View, which turned\J:ut 7 tons
of gold in # consecutive menths, its market value
at that time reaching™ £7,000,000, whilst its capital
value stood at £36,000, profiteers’and market-rig-
gers fattening and battening on the wealth un-
carthed by the toilers, whose pay envelope and
conditions of iife remained the same.  Thus this
new process of cyaride treatment availed ihe
worker: nothing, but, on the other hand, had“a
demoralising efféct on his hbalth and well-being,
due to the perpetual contact mth its poisonous
fumes. .

On the Broken Hill mines millions of tons of

"!ow grade and partially treated ore lay at grass
‘ for years, and was regasded by. the companies as
mal compared with the amount broken to-day by __worthless, and fit nnly for mu]lockingvup purposes,

fo 7

buit experi in vy again®
‘brought grist to the boss’ mill, for, .at the present
moment, -as I write, .the extraction from these
enormous great dumps is paying the working
expenses of all other parts of the mines.

The coal mines of Newcastle district, famous.
for the quantity and quality of coal produced an-

nually, have to-day all the latest appliznces' for*

facilitating production. Electric coal-cutting ma-
chines are in use underground, and, like the other
mines referred to, once' the coal is filled into the
skips ‘below, it is not handled again, for it is
bauled 1o the surface and automatically tipped
into railway waggons; these waggons are drawn
up alongside the ship, picked up bedily by a
powerful crane, and tipped yinto the ship's hold.
It is surely no wonder that the canny Scotchman,

Jimmy Brown, who landed in Sydney with 7s. 6d.-

in his pcckct soon became one of the biggest
money hogs in Australia, and the’ fasm- he accus
mulated wealth the reater the tyrant he became
to his slaves.

.So much has been &aid about private ownership.

that perhaps it is as Wwell tg turn our attention to
a few mines now under State ownership and
control. ,

All the copper mines in Ravensthorpe (W. A
which were once owned and worked by the Phil-
lips River Gold and Copper Company, are now

time, wielding a tremendous influence and auth-
ority over the State. :

All institutions “of public importance, whether
they be of Church or State (formalities of lek-
ality dl:rcé’ arded), became useful and important
factors iy their crusade for p'lunder and power.
and for the ensl and
tion of the toiling masses. The trinmph of the
machine, the speedink-up system, "ud an over-
stocked labour market, now constiute the three
divine rights of the God of Mammon; the work-
ing class rokped of their heritage, their means - of
lifer their right to live and work.

. To traverse too much ground in-showing how
the capitalist profited by the advent of the ma-

ine . ink every :oncanl}lc manner, would be

« superfluous and boring for my readery, so I will
content myseli with a few illustrations of a note~
worthy character. =

To begim-with; the- rock-drill was introduced -

{with its accessory, the-air comipressor). Huge
iaces of rock are being drilled and blasted down
in a few hours, smashing’piles of broken, ore
ready for the mill; that would have necessitated

a few weekd of labov by the old primitive method _

of the hammer and drill: * High' explosives, such
as bh%nng “pelatine, are m ase, anr] mad:rab%y

~ being worked by the Western Australian State

Government.  The same old Conditions prevail.
The rock-drilling is done anhout the use of jets,
the trucks are just as big, and the tally board
hangs on the plat. The men in the smelters bave
the same.amount of work allotted to them; night
shiit is being worked as before;. in short, the.
speed-up system is in evi idence just the same, and
the Labor Party boasted of the profits of its State-
owned concern, although the hours of the sfave
were no shorter, or his pay ehvelope any larger.

Not long ago, the writer worked on a mine in
W.A,, owned by the W.A. Labor Goverriment. A
slave had the misfortune to fall down the shaft
and get killed, leaving a widow and orphans.
Their friends.came to the rescue, but, like private
ownership, the State made no attempt to provide
for,- or compensate, them -for the loss of their
bread-winner, The same Government some time
after-granted the Gmnrgngal ‘Company at Day
Dawn the sum of £15, to sink a new main
shaft, notwithstanding the fact thdt the mine has
paid hundreds of thousands o pounds in divi-
dends during the last 20 years. . -

While alt this profit-grinding and plunder goes’
on—\Vhat is the lot of the workers? Those of
them who are marned, and have famdles, liva in

dard, protective tariff, freetrade, and imperialism’
all mean capitalist rule and wage slavery. Their
cyes are open, and they can see; their brpins are
in operation and they can think. Thr.é:' mom-
ent.a working man begins to do his own thinking
he understands the paramount issue, parts com-

. pany' with all capitalist politicians, and falls into
line with his own class on the industrial batle-
feld.

“The :ndusr.nal solidatity of the working class
"wieans thedeath of despotism, ‘the birth of free
dom, and the sunrise of civilisation. As long s
the workers remain divided, and at cross pur-
. poses, instead of closing up the ranks and acting
" together, they will have to_pay the penalty of de-
feat and humiliation and slavery with all their
attendant brood and festering evils.

Strike the fetters from the siave, give him liber-
1y, -and he becomes an inhabitant of a new world.
He looks abroad and beholds life and joy in all
things around him, His soul expinds beyond all
boundaries. Emancipated by the genius oi Liberty
he aspires to communionxwith all that is noble
and beautiful, feels himself allied to all the higher
orders of intelligence, and walks abroad redeemed
from animalism, ignorance, and superstition, a
new being throbbing with glorious life. The in-
dustrial dungeon will became a temple of science;
the working class will be free and all humanity,
disenthralled.

The workers are tlve saviours of saciety, the re-
deemer's of the race, and when they have, fulfilled
their historic mission, men and women will walk
the. highlaids and enjoy the vision of a land
without masters and withont slaved, a land reg,
generated and resplendent in the triumph of free- .

dom and civilisation. 1
A : E. McLOUGHLIN.
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TJust at preseat there is a differedice of opinion *
between the master class of the several nationd
as to who owns lhe ‘mine-workers, and there is

~ qune a lot of | blom‘] being split overit. . .

What about you mine-workers putting in 2 claim
“to own yourselves, and no-blood need be shed at
all,

that the unl_'r time the miners look
calthy ‘is ‘when a strike is on. Condi
the mines must be damnable. Order Uf
e.as a refresher! i

A miner’s lot'is not a happy onc, becanse he
allows himself to_be.a minor consideration.

The mine-workers to-day attend to their job -
in the interest of their employers because lﬁﬂ' £
are not organised properly: ()rg:msed lnllulsm
ally; and they:will use the ]Uh to gain thm m-
dustrial freedom, '

Take from a man the results of Hhis lol! Inﬂ
what have you left® ‘A mine-worker.

Shift Boss: What is wrong, with you this weeki
Samy you have only pushed out, five LruckS,
last week you pushed out twenty?

Sam: Me no understand English. -

A recent report had it that progperity ?mﬂ‘d
in a mining centre; as the mzjon{y of the mine-
workers had taken up shares in Block 20" The
report did not consider it worth while to mentigd

that Block 20 was the bone yard. - s |
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~———discovercrrinto-a-modern-Croesus—These dis~

‘Broken

ar , 1fag - the, explores
varid

" the ‘scene of Some ‘of the ‘greatest mining
operations that'the world his ever witnessed
But, however, the sublime tranquility. of these -
plains wis not- to be -disturbed ~until - about

thirty-fwa, years later, when'a man by the
namé of Paddy Green ehanced upon.a’little - 1% 1
piece of earth which he christened Thacker- °"W-""“ﬁ”-‘ mi

inga, and which at the time gave ‘signs of -
mineral deéposits’‘caléulated ‘to. transform the’

coveries were
“made on ‘the pa v
owing to the force of econamic conditions, are .
compelled to-rush hither and thither in search,
of employment. The. population of this field
very quickly mounted to some three hundred’
inhabitants, dll of whom were' more or less
bent upon ‘making their fortunes and bidding
farewell to the sordid ‘struggle for existence.
#But as Dame Fortune appears to have willed
it, Thackeringa was doomed to sink into the
depths of oblivion so, far as the mining his-
tory of the Barrier was concerned. And not
until Silverton was found and surveyed did
the Barrier field show any real sigds of ful-
filling the edrifr dreams of its: discoverers.”
As a result of this event, business houses,

sponsible for a rush bein,

Thatels and dwelling places sprang ‘up with the

rapidity that has characterised the untiring
actiMties of man through 'ﬁ\e ages.
- L] L] LI

Silverton, which in ecarlier times was known
as Umberumberka, according to the éensus
taken in 1884 had a population of 1745 people,
and in that year’it became generally known
that large bodies of rich ore existed in the
district, with the result that working people
and others fairly flocked towards this modern
Kimberley, The population of Silverton sub-
soquently reached three thousand, Various
companies were floated, and as could enly be
cxpi:ctnd under a system which has for its
main abject, .robbery, many of them were
spurious. Such is, then, a very brief autline of
the state of affairs that existed in Silverton in
the very early days. Perhaps a summary of
the *activities of the shéws that surrounded this
centre, and which made possible the discovery
of Broken Hill may prove of some interest to
the reader. The first and most prominent
ameng them being the Umberumberka mine,
which was situated .about two miles from Sil-
verton itself, and which was floated by an
Adeldide company having a nominal. capital
of £zu.nncL of which it is reported that less
thap £3000 was subscribed. In the year 1882
over five hundred tons of ore was raised from

* this mine, which, being sold in England, real-
ised £7000. This appears to have been about
the limit of the productivity of the Umber-
umberka mine, and the Barrier may possibly
have been forgotten had it not been for the
existence of the Day Dream, which lies about‘
14 miles west of Broken'Hill, and which rose
to importance in thé year 1884, with a popula-
tion of some 500 people.- This mine raised
9,600 tons of ore-before being_floated into a
company, and after having had that operation
performed upon it it was responsible for four
dividends of 1s.°6d. each. The company car-
ried on operations for some four or five years
before closing down, when its principal assets
were purchased by the Proprietary Co. Pur-
nameota came next on the list, and among the
many claims_pegged out in this district was
the Lubra. It was then said to be the richest
claim on the Barrier. But the treasure sud-
denly became famous owing to the production
of a-solid-mass of the-richest ore then seen,
which measured approximately four feet in
diameter, i

»

- - - . .

At this pericd the Pilgrim mine with an-
other adjacent claim was responsible for the
productlon of " parcel of orz-weighing 70
pounds, which on being sold at the Melbourne
Mint gave a return of Bo000 ounces.. Three
shares in the Goat Hill mine changed hands at
a thousand pounds a piece. On the 2and Aug-
ust, 1884, the Barrier.Ranges Mining Asso-
ciation met in Melbourne and purchiased from
the North Mining Co.; thirty-two claims for
£35000. Up to 'the end of September, 1834,
28 of the shows which had been, or were
working, had produced. 5,115 tons, which real-
ised 4 gross value £116600, While these activ-
ities” were. procéeding 'a- bpundary rider by the
name of Charles’ Rasp, employed on the Mount

« and Carsofi. For a short time the

-ofthie warking class, which, 3

going icontributed £70."
it appears, -Lind dnd Ur

vged out,"and subsequently became the pro

pert; -the North ;Mine. Cp.
Blu&slg*ébind}fﬁ %é’é), g&f{‘ﬁn Block;
*9 (Central Ming), and the: Broken Hill: Junc=
tion was at that period leased by Penglasc
prospects,
" of the new company appeared 't l:'"l'].‘c.{ at .
all bright, and many of ﬂ? holders tried'"
to!dell thelr shafes, but owing to the lack of’
buyers they were compelled to retain thom. an

for "occurring:
The highest assay fo

¢ Broken Hill then was
, but "twenty miles’ away.
the Purnamoota yielded thousands upon' thou-
*sandy’ of ‘onnces -per -ton. - However,- t ings
quickly. beghan: to-look--up:-from--the—sha:
olders' point. of :view,.and, of ‘course, to go
dowii Tromn ffie point of view af the Wage slave:
Jt is stated that shortly afterwards a'meeting
““of sharcholders of  the “B.H. ‘Mining Co.'s
buyets could be found for a ‘1/14th share at
< £0500.. Advices received from London in 1885
revealed the followjng state of the metal mar-
. ket in’regard to Barrier metals, the net prices
in the open markef being: - N

Firsts .. .. .. £1,406 per ton..
Seconds £554 per ton.
Thirds .. o+ .. £B6 per ton.
Fourths .. ..{81/10/ per ton.
- - -

v

Later on a 1/14th-share was sold for con-
,Siderably over £2000. Two shares changed
hands on May 16th, 1885; a ‘twenty-cighth
brought £2,000, while a fourteenth brought
£4,500. IR R :

" During the month ending June 13, 1885, 061
tons of silver ore were dntered to the Silver-
ton Court Hopse for export at a declared value
of fhgz2. f

Speaking of two smelters which ‘were being
erected, E. K. Brodribb, writing to_his father
in London, remarked that theg would be cap-
able of treating Too tons of ore each per day,
whicl; giving a return of £10 per ton of ore-
treated, would equal £1,boo per day, or £365,000

. per year. d
- .

L] .

During the six months ending September 30,
1835, the Umberumberka mine despatched 433
tons 3 cwts. 3 qrs. 121 Ibs. of ore, the value of
which totalled £10421. The value of the ore
exported from thé Barrier silver field during
the two months ending October 31, 1885 was
£44270. The total revenue gollected by the Sil-
verton customs for the one month ending
November 30, 1885, was £2,030 19s. od. Exports
for silver, pig bullion and waol .amounted to
£46,508; The sécond dividend of the Broken
Hill Proprietary. of £1 per share, or £16,000, was
paid on October 27, 1886, and the third dividend
on November 24, 1886, which brought the total
amount of dividends for that company to
£48,000 at the end of their first Afteen manths’.
operations sBut, however, since then they have
installed new and more up-to-date machinery, ,
brought about a higher state of efficiency, and
fare now in’a better position to exploit the
worker for larger dividends.

One writer in the “Lone Hand” (November
I1, 1907) observes that “There are great pros-

lowed .

. tagt
evgat' whicl” nonc of them have ‘been sorcy

L&hp Fi

o
themito, do:
hirelings of capitali
) i)

i en accomplished

the, mining companies signified. Yhiir
_willingness: of -taking ‘the wholé: dispute to
the ‘Arbitration-Court, dnd’ amjd ‘the stultify-

ing atmosphere of -that chloroform. factory | of ‘the ‘forest, I'would say, “Awake!” Arsel®
they were able by means of the miscrable bribe For { m 2 final stand for free

of a:few paltryl penceper-.day to gull the; dom your g ists_has
workers'into ‘signing ‘an agrecment to the .arrived, No'longer can:you sdopt'an attitud
Feer' th S ¢ e Pt e lidckd _. P I

e
for the next two.years. At the expiration of '
that!period. they were again content to renew
fliat  manhood-destroying document for the

wext. folu-and-a-half: years. But in the yeariigj

1915, having been unable to better their condi-

tions in. anything like anappreciable manner ;

for the preceding 23°years, it was-resolved by
_thoge that had (o’ work, in_the veritable hell-:
holes underground that when the mining com-

-panies made “theic paternal offer that they. g

were agrecable for the same state of affairs
‘to ‘conitinue for the duration. of the war and
_for six_months after, that they (the diggers)
were going to have a réduction of hours in the
working week from 48 to'44,.and-as a means
of gaining this they decided to miss the Sat-
“urday afternoon shift until such time as-the
- 44.hoitrs week was an established institution
on'the Birrier.. , .~ 2
i »

The mining companies; when all other meth-
ods had failed, decided to again utilise the
lockout 'in order to defeat the diggers, and
accordingly they started by sacking those that
missed the Saturday afterpoon. It was then
that the go per cent. of the men on the line of

. lode realised that it was necessary for them,

come what might, to stand shoulder to shoul-

der with their working class comrzdes, Thus
began the first strike that had occurred on.
the Barrier for the S“ 23 years. And al-
though 44 hours was gained for these that
were prepared to fight for it, it may be said
that had these strikers received the assistance
that they were entitled to, a greater and a
grander, success would have crowned the
efforts of those that fought in the conflict of
1916., One'thing certain is that had they re-

ceived a few more pounds in fingncia) assist--

ance, they would have been able to, relegate

that antiquated’ institution of injustice—the

Arbitration Court—to its proper place—the

museum of antiquities.
- L] -

Many pages could be written on these three
upheavals, but. limitation of space sternly for-
bids ahy such transgression, so we will con-,
tent qurselves by briefly outlining the condi-
tions under which the workers exist while
praducing the mammoth: fortunes for their
masters. Living In wood and jron  shacks,
miniature - pocket editions of hell, which the
Rockefellers- and the Vanderbilts would mot
permit their pet dogs to inhabit, some Sooo
people drag on through life's weary way.

pEELg duics, -
- for libert

y ithats

pects north and south, but that little patch Never when they leave hnr.m: in the morning
pegged out by Charles Rasp, the Mount Gipps « 3! they- laok forward with any degree of
boundary rider, in twenty-two years has given cértainty to returning home alive in the eve-

the company which he and his mates formed,
in dividends and bonuses, £11,136,000. In the
last twelvey months it gave a net profit of .

ring.. Alrcady two cemeteries are filled with
those who have been sacrificed as offerings
on the- altar of profits, either as a result of

preventable accidents, or else as victims of one
of many discases that are peculiar to the min-
ing tndustry, and which are prevalent on this
field. Searcely-a day. goes by but what the
black flag' waving half-mast from the Trades
* Hall tells that another member of the working

“As could only be expected that while the class has bid farewell to the grim realities of
i - life, and occasionally the red streamer an-

Barricr was.progressing in the foregoing man- pemieatl ot MR T G

ner some form or other of ‘nion organisation’ NOUNCES that just one mare menber of the
should take place, so it was, that the AM.A ~-M-A has Been the vietim of a fatal accident.
and other organisations of a craft character* Thirty-three of these accidents have occurred

622,500, o

Such has been the<development of Broken
Hill from a capitalistic standpoint. What has
it been like when viewed from the point of
view of the wage slave?

sprang into .existence, and after having felt
the iron heel of despotism for a number of
years, and after having endured the autocracy
of the-meyciless taskmaster to the point be-
yond which it wag impossible to endure, it
came about that the Barrier became the scene
of cne of those many, battles that have even-
tuated in the history of the working class
and which stand like mile-posts to indicate
the march of progress on the part of the
toiling masses, ;

In other words tfle workers of that place
decided to strike for better conditions and
higher wages. Many weeks of hard and bitter
fighting did the ‘toilers and producers of
RBarrier wealth experience, but the chaotic"

-

Gipps Station, became enamoured with the state of the union movement in Australia re-
app:arnn:e"of";ﬂr'nkén Hill.” Rasp mentinp:d vealed itself in_ a hideous manner, with the
the matter to his boss, Georgé McCulloch, who  result that police scabs and thugs were im-

“was then manager and part owner of Mount

ported for the purposé of quashing the strike.

in the brief space of one year, and so far
there has been nothing done to prevent this
wholesale : slaughter of the memb of our
“class, “with the cxception -that the men- have
decided that when one of their matés are done
to death they will miss one shift, thus causing
the closing down of thie mine, costing t
master that much that jt will be unprofit
.to him to have men killed without"any
being made on his part to safeguar,
lives. .

A stroll down one of the streets will provide
sufficient proof, if any were needed, of the
poverty existing in. this place. ‘Nearly every
second window that is passed bears tlre in-
scription’ “Beds ta let,” or. “Vacancies for
boarders.” These houses are kept by working
class widows whose husbands have been done
to death.by the cruel system, and they are now

~forced to earn a living, by any.means that

Gipps Station, with the result that the two Drawn into the :ity_ by union rfilrnad men,
of them pegged.ant claims 13,14 and 15, Two _ they were successful in their nefarious mission,
more blocks were applied for to the north of - and. once again the wurkfrs beheld the re-
No. 15 lease (now lease 16), and thus having . 8retiable. spectacle of having been beat, for

secured nearly two miles of the then line of
lode, a syndicate was formed -consisting of
George « McCulloch, -Charles Rasp, Phillip
Charley, Davy James; George Urquhart, James
Poole and J,"A. M. Lind. Each of ‘the fore-

so much by the master class as by those of
the working class that were. prepared to be-
tray them® .
For the next seventeen years it'appears that,
a reign of industrial stagnation set iu'l and it
; f d 5

may_persent itself to them.  Some of them

take im-washing or -sewing and thereby en- -
make an honest living and educate

deavour fo
their childeen as well as possible.

But of coursé this state of affairs is .not
peculiar to the Barrier; it can be seen in any
town or country that the bm'-niru;r breath of
capitalism has scorched. So it is that I waild,

g o m & 1 n

nd freedom. . 0
* Is ther the ‘whole_world one maf oF;
woman alive who, when: he or she sees thess
‘moderasday; atcocitics thats arc: biting p
.trated by capitalism,.doesynot: feel-aanr
sensation in their bosbms, whi
justice?—does rot feel th

é'ly' 0. an
4 passions and desires, 2
¢ to distinguish them from the bast,

3 iy :
1 which: side you-stapd. ‘Either on;the
side; of tyranny, astacracy and'despotism: or
J¢lse ‘on the side of freedom, fraternity and
ilisation.  Too long have, you permitted *
others to do your thinking; youalone'are ¢ap=- {
able of doing your own thinking, and you dlone -
‘must’ emancipate yonrselves, and the emancis -
pation cannot be dage, individually, hence the
necessity.of an organisation. . An organisation |
{a.truer-and a’'granderglorm than has'hither-
fo been known—an ofganisation that will maki
‘itself felt in the land, and that will be capable
of :successfully carrying on the class struggle -
‘to" its logical conclusioni—the | Co-pperative
“Commonwealth. 1 e
;Already we are able to sée the first scintil- |
lating rays of liberty illumining the eastern”
+ skies of freedom; already our legions arc'nth-
_ering for the final co
you'to take your place in the vanguard of the
world's yreatest movement, to stand shoulder
to shoulder with the members of your class, -
resolved not t6 falter in the great fight, and
above all, not to swerve from'the principle of "
solidarity, and if need be to die for the revos-
lutionary watchword: “Freedom and Fra-
ternity.” :

—PLOTINUS,
 The Slﬁ:arers.
THIRTY-FOUR SHEDS STARTED,

. At Increased Rates.

_“Moree News,” in an issuc list week, hay the *

following :— = i
Up to, date about 34 sheds have conceded. the

increased rates demanded by the shearers and shed

bands. Since our last issue the follawing ‘addi-
u‘:nai sheds have conceded the rates 'demand-

ed i— o

Combadello, 38 men.
Gil Gil (Bogamildo), 25 men,
Teralba, 16 men.
Bulletana, 15 men,
Cursawee, 8 men.
Wenna, 8 men.
Boonal West, 6 men.
Innisfail, § men, |
Corossa, 5§ men.
Richmond, 3 men.
Springfield, 2 men,
Twa sheds (employing 40 men), at Cobar, have

conceded the full rates, and four sheds ‘(about 5o

men), at Bourke. At Compadore urke), be- *

sides paying full rates, thewowners are paying £3 3

per. week for musterers. Ll
Shearers are arriving in Moree from all quar-

ters, the local, slipply of .mien faving been ex-

hausted. Yesterday fifteén shearers arrived from -

Walgett, : s i
The reports from the sheds are very satisface |

tory. In every case the men: have agreed to~fevy

themselves 10 per cent. of their ‘earnings ‘each
week for the Dispute Fund, %
AN ULTIMATUM, "
The local committee this morning discussed
motion to_the effect: that any sheds due to'start
during Scptember, and which'do not agree to_pay -

the increased rates will, on and afier. October. 1,

be called upon to pay 355 per 100, £3 108 for shied”

hands; and-gd -per cwt.for ‘pressers; The Pro= "
posal will be discussed at the various centre: %
- e - -

-

LY

J. Hartley, chairman of Strikers' Executive at
Moree, writing under date Septémber 6, ;aysg-—

Fellow Warker,—Can you spare us a little space
in.your working class paper to“report.our-shear=
ing position? ) . {

-We have formed a Central Execulive heére in -
Moree to conduct our business. And riow. we
have everything on a good basis for ‘control :
funds to carry on this struggle for a_livelihood
againet the ‘pastoralists of Australia, , Yes,, we
have ‘gained a few. good viclories in the face. of
tremendous odds and misrepresentations that haye -
,come from: our highly-paid officials. = But we
inténd to go right on with this dispute until we
have a state of conditions acceptable to our. * fel-
lIow ,workers * who have remained loyal to 'usiin
this atruggle, 573 v

All. receipts “for. money ‘and the way in which
it will be expended: will be ‘carefully’ accatmted
for. ' The books will be audited monthly by im-
partial auditors ang published through your paper
from time to time. ot

And 1 can assure you we of the “Weolly West”
are begi to take a tumble, * i P

counsel all fhose who have been cond d to

4,
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'y THE NEGESSITY FOR INDUSTRIAL ~ -
/wlﬁmau IN THE MINING INDUSTRY.

" (By Alex. Georgel)

Broken, Hill, the so-¢alled hotbed of tndustrial -

‘Tevolt, sounds once more the clarion cry for
thg One Blg Unlon n_tl;ill workers'in the minlhg

Y L .

Hundreds of milltant and intelligent slaves,
dlsgusted with the old craft unions’ss factors-
to ald them In thelr 0ght against the companles,
have declded to organlze under the banner of-
the Industrial VWorkers of the World, and form
o local Industrial Union of Mine-workers to
take in all actunl wage-workers whose records
ara clean, amployed In and around the mines.

The LW.W. realizes that existing unfonism

*.; sending its leaders fnto Parl
ead.

opportunists who bossed It were able to use it
as they thought fif, and instead of developing
into & fighting orgadigation, it is ‘merély a big
electoral machine, regfbtered as legal under th
Arbitration Act,.to be used for the p 0.
llament., As a fight-
orgiinlsation it is d : ¥

B
‘As all ‘eraft unlons today are.recognised b
the laws of Arbitration Goiﬂ"ta and the Bhls'i{
:1egal, it logically follows.thit under thelr new
-name they must still be Jegal. = . ° iz
. Therefore, as_the State andall Its institu-
tions nre controlled by’ the employing ‘glase;
se'and end ¥

and thus make tp the loss accruing to the com-
pony as the resujt of the strike:
(To be o_unllnued.‘) -

tuture.. All the. workers sht.-

. Reacl":a;ntl ; tjlgn_ Ar.t. :

orkers,— 5
AT this appeal befere you, the pur-

.then thig class agrees to 1
these unlons for the reason that they ph&gu
h lves as orga ns to sottle all dis-
“pytes in regard to waged, shorter hours, etc.; by
o process of legality, or, in 3
place thelr case n tho hands of the lnstitutions
which the. capitalist ciass have created for that
purpose, v £l
¢ IfS then, during the past few years Trades
Uplopism hns been unable to ralse the standard

of 1iving of the working class, 1s it likely that
unger’ their new form, and using thelr old tac-

o

ose 15 to explaln thy need for a Datter form
Si organisation amongst the mine-workers.

‘After -the many years that you haye lnked
up in*your nevarnl'unll;n!,nl.nchls g the re-
sults of such activities, surely it s quite time
to question the usefulness of such pplons:

1s it sufcient to clajm that your living.con-
ditions are at least equal to thosa of the _wn_)rk-
ers outside tho mining tentres? ¥

But Is this s0? Can your unions show that
their power has been great enough to demand

—the minlng induscy here, and 1o overy other el it il ho. abia b 0o sarin. tho Paktet

flald I this” couatry; T buew wnuble aot-osly-— pepgcially when wa taks ot conslderation tha —*¥eR sl ot
to galn more of the weslth for the tollors; but p. that at-the end of the war thera may be a No, most emphal ¥ e h will
“lgi’ ]t“’hm‘?"';ml“ the a“rlo“’ ‘;‘:d‘lrd o&ﬂvlnsi long-period of lndustrial dépression, and larga a %’l“‘ W,?:ﬁ?%ﬁ:—;‘re and Br:ra”“
which has been greatly lowered durlog the pas H v A e on, fin valling.
el 1 numbers of raturied eoldlers belonging tqsiuln ~And why?

According to Knibbs, the Commonwealth
Statistician, the incrense In the cost of.living
for the past two years amounts ‘to about 50
per cent. Have your wages—you, the slaves In
the mines—increased in the same ratio? Noj
you know only too well that they have mot.
Never before in the hletory of this country has
the price of m¢tals been as high as what it is
to-day. Lead, zinc, tin and copper are about
50 per cent. higher than what they were two
yenrs ngo. Have your money wages increased
in the same proportion? Again no.

It should also be noted by mine-workers that
the gost ol production of metals s much cheaper
pow than it was a few years ngo. ‘With the dis-
covery of the cyanide and nmalgam processes,
introduction of efficlency schemes in the mines,
and the contract nnd bonus systems, a dlsplace-
ment of labor of anything from 50 to 100 per
_cent. has [ollowed.

This displacement of labor necessarily means
that the displaced workers must compete with
thelr fellow-workers In the mining or other
Industrles for jobs. The result is that wages in
every mining fleld throughout this country: to-
day are jiust on the bare subsistence level. Why
is this so? Why is it that the mine-workers
in splte of the great cheapenlng of the cosy of
production of metals and the consequent larger
profits of the exploiter have been unable to
protect themselves? Why Is It that our real
wages, Lo, the amount of food, clothiag and
shelter which they will purchase for us. have
decréased by about 60 per cent.?

Why ls it that the mine-workers have made
no real progress during the past twenty-five
years? That 48 hours still constitutes a week’s
work in the majority of districts?

The only answer to the above questions is:
Recause of the ignorance of the workers in per-
petuating their present trades unlons, Which
foster and eucourage the idea that in order to
progress the working class must turn andappeal
to a greater power than their own. That power,
according to trades unionism, is the State and
itz insuturions, namely, Wages Boards and
Arbitration Courts. The LW.W. teaches that'
labor, in order to accomplish anything for itself,
must have power—organized power. !

It lays down a sound, constructive programme
for the organization of nll workers in the mio-
ing industry, miners, truckers, mill and smelter
hands, surface men and mechanics, into One
Big Union, so as to be able to act in unity
ngainst the emploring class. It requires every
intelligent slave, no matter what creed, nation-
ality or color he may be. .

Such a movement would be all powerful. an
in a position to dlctate its own: terms to the
master. Under modern 1 ¢ 3,

and- perhaps others 6f the present warring na-
tlons, dumped on to tho Iabor merket to com-
pate for jobs, 5 B

The LW.W. points ot that the old form of
craft unionism must be 'thrown on the scrap
bheap. Just'as the mine-owners relegated to the
rear the -antiquated process of hand-mining ta
make way for the machines, and cast ouf.their
old machinery in the mills and smelters to make
way for the newer and more modera inveations,
se will the working class have to do Hkewise in
regard to the old unlons. Thé mining com-
panies did not bother about attempting to patch
up the old machlnery to make it as effective as
what the newer would be, but threw it out, lock,
stock, and barrel. i
- 5o will we, the slaves in Lthe mines. take the
same course and grasp hold -of the newer and
up-to-date form of Industrial Unlonlsm as out-
lined by the 1.W.W. The employers act as one
body agninst the workers, and we cannot com-
pete against their solidarity with a craft union,
or an amalgamation in which various sections
In the mining Industry In the different States
are tied up with agreements and awards, all ex-
piring on a different date. .

How is it possible to dévelop the necessary
solidarity of the working-class, which i{s the
real basis for success In gur fight against the
bass for more lndustrial control?

Our caly hope lies in developing s grester 1o

power than that of the masters of industry.
That power is the Industrial Workers of the
World, already well on its way to successfully
organise the workers of all countries in the One
Big Unien. Ik is the new International Labor
movement. wherein no signed awards and
agreements bind the workers' hands, forcing
thetn to scab on one another; wherein no dis-
trivts act ajone, but the entire workers in the
indusiry, or in all, if found necessary, wage the
fight against the exploiter. Its unit of crganisa-
tion is the Local lndustrial Unlon. which would,
organise all workers in the mining industry in
a given locality ‘into cne body. For instance,
every mining locality In the country would have
its Local Union. These would then be brought
together into the National Industrial Unlon of
Mine-workers. To- transact its: business and
maintain unity of action between the Locals, it
elects its officials, holds" national conventlons,
and deals with national ‘matters through the
referendum,

The Local Indastrial Union is not governed by
the officlals, but has the power to act on its
own inltiative and judgment, provided it is in
accord with the principles of the movement.
“In case of a dispute in Broken Hill, the whole
of the power of the National Industrial Gnion of
Mine-workers would be brought to bear on the

brought about by the development of machinery
and the concentration of industry, it is no longer
possible for the workers Lo act in small groups
with much chance of success. The form of
organisation of the LW.W. conforms to modern
methods of production, and its principles re-
quire some study on the part of the workers.
We would not have it otherwize: because, as a
voluntary orgadiration, which does not seek 10
force any ' worker into its ranks against his
desired wish, we_are securing an intelligent
membership, who®understand what they are
joining, who know what they want, and the
correct method to fight the master to get it.
Realizing the tremendous growth of the new
unionism of the LW.W. an endeavor is now
being made by certain interested officials of
miners’ untons to link up or amalgamate with
other uniens in the mining industry throughout
the country and form s bogus One Big Union
The 1L.W.W. polnts ont that this proposed
amalzamation scheme, even If adopted. is ob
tmprovement on existing sectiomal unionism:
it 1s not Industrial Unionism and cannol de-
;elup into anything better than what it is'to-
ay.

It would be merely an undisciplined mod, who
have not been taught the true principles of
genuine Indusiriat Unionlsm, and it"woild be an
easy matter for designing individuals and wonld-
be politicians to use the movement for the ad-
vancement of their own interests. I would
achieve exactly the same division of the forces
of labor as now prevails under craft unlonism,
only in a different form. It would divide the
mine-workers according to districts, and keep
them from taking united actlop by district
awards and sgreements, duly signed with the

Just as the A.W.U., with its cry for amalga-
mation and One Big Union, has failed to solidify
the ranks of the mineworkers of Queensland,
and has heen unable ta improve the conditions
of their members in that industry, or to even
maintain certain privileges previously gained,
80 also must this naw ope fail.

The history of Trades Unlooism in every
country is full of instances of the failure of
such movements to accomplish anything for
the workers. 7k e .

We will refer to one near at home. namely
the United Federation of Labour of New Zéa.
land. which was organized only about three
years ago. Itz promoters, comprising all the |
political and industrial labor fakirs in the conn-
try, heralded it forth that ther had sueceeded in
Isuching the One Big Tnion of New Zealand
wage-workers, and that it waa as useful as the
LW.W. One Big Union could be. It'looked well
on paper, containing. as it &'d a revolotiomary
preambla and cohstitution. | But the movement
had §ts paciiam wing. Just as I propas
under the new smals fon =chome here. The
result has beer that the onscrupulons political

in order to compel them to come
through with the gopds.

With Trades Unionlsm in existence It is im-
possible to bring this result about. Look at the
numerous strikes and lock-outs participated in
by the miners' unlons during the past 20 years.
What about the number of time certain fields
on strike have been isolated and left to their'

- fate "by their own union? Remember the late

trouble in Broken Hill g

With the Industrial form of organisation in
existence, which recognises that an injury to the
workers of one locality is an Injury to all, thera
could be no recurrence of sach a glaring case
cf trades union scabbery as that which was per-
petrated recently on the Broken Hill men.

Not only Is the LW.W. organising nationally
irto the One Big Union, but in all countries as
well. It should be closely understood that this
step of organising internptionally is of tha .
greatest importance to the workers.

. There are many instances on record of late
years where the strikes of miners of one coun-
try have been nullfied or broken by the action
of thelr {ellow-workers In the same industry in
another country producing the required metgl
or coal. which has been shipped to the country
where the strike Is on.

ook at the big strize of the Welsh miners of
a.few years ago! The main reason why these *
men were compelled to accept a compromise
‘was that the miners of Canada and otker coan-
tries were ordered by the compaales to increase
their output so that ther would be In a position
to meet the temporary requirements of the Brit-
ish manufactorers: The same thing appiles to
the Newcastle miners’ strike of 1549, After
standing solidly together for 15 weeks, they
went back beaten. use of the fact that
the capltalist class of Australia were able to
secure from Japan supplies of coal required for
their indpstries. The Japanese miners, Iike
their fellow-workers of Newcastle. knowing
nothing ahout the International solidarity of
labor. increased their outpat in order to supply
the -Australian manufsctorer.

With the I W.W. form of organimtion prevail
ing. no such organired scabbing could take
vlace, as the Japsness miners waald be lipked
up Into the One Big Unlos of Mineworkers, em-
bracing every country in the world

It must not be overlooked that the capltalist
sclass of this and everr other coumtry in
world have an or-indate One Bir Toloa name
Ir. the Employers’ Federation. Whez ary mem-
ter of this girantie gnaion. e=bracinz. as it does.
the whole of the mazcfactarisz ixdnstrial and”
fmancial, capitafists, is ecmazed = 2 Gbor dis.
pute. hiz Oze Biz Tolc is zorifed and doss
everrtking in ite pqwer, beth el 2zd-illegal.
10 dofeat the woetsrs Prr Enwtazes. if the
mineworkers iz a givan Temey or o

o the boecas” caiep

5 - e O
They 1ax themselves accortug o their rules

‘of greater freed

-trucker?

* The reason 1s not far to seck. Mining
centres are invariably populated by members of
the working-class, and becausa of this It is-not
thought fit to do anything in the way of ‘making
the placo habltable. You pit your heﬂlh agalnst
all the sbominations that it ia to Inen-
tion, and your unlons are powerless to alter
trers, - ¥ e
~‘“I:s'ou know the dangera and you have a etrong
desire for them to ba- sweptiaway, It {s not
necessary- for-you to.be told that yoar life 18
one continual drudge. You know it well and
often-times you curse the day rou saw the
mines. Ba homest to your, convictions, and you
will admit that a mine-worker’s lot 15 damnably
intolerable. That the slaves of old could bonst
om than you. That you ara
utterly ashamed of having to'submit to exist
under such miserable conditlons.
Aine-workers, & straight talk and a solid ona
{s far better than hoping that something excep-
tional will happen that will allow you to leave
the hellholes for ever. Miracles may be per

‘fermed for some, but never for mineworkers.

Look at the whole thing falr and square, and re-
cognise that If you are not prepared to do some-
thing, ¥ou can but continue the many disabilities
that you and your familles are burdened with
to-day. More than being ashamed, determine
at it is a disgrace falling upcn you and your
fellows that you are satisfled to work and live
as you are doipg. Learn to understand that
it is easlly possible to sweep away the many
tilseries that\you have allowed yourselves to bo-
ceme accustomed to,

Be firm resolute and you never again
will sell yourselves for the mere pitlance that
is doied out-to ¥You. .

Here's a question for you: Why are you o,
a unlon? Becanse you are o miner or a°
No. Because you are 8 mlll hand or
a fireman? No. Because you are a carfenter
or fitter, or & moulder. or a blacksmith, or a
sailor, or his mate? Not at all.

15 It because you follow one of the preceding
occ‘?lpatious, and*you have a fear against the
fellows who follow the other occupations? No.

Then what is it that compels you to organlse?

The reply is a simple one. Because you are
a working-man: you work for wages.

And why do you organise because you are s
working-man? L3 5

Again the answer is quite easy to find. Hav-
ing to work for wages in order Lo procure 8
jiving, you see the necessity of combination to
sceure your demands.

Your demands from whom? The miner from
the filler? The carpenter from the fitter? The
blacksmith from the heavy hammer swinger?
and 50 on. No, you organise to secure your de-
mands from the men who employ you.

Then it is true to say that all-the men on the
mines are in a union to safeguard themselves
ggainst the same individuals—their employers.

This being so, then wby do ¥ou not organise
azs working-men instead of having unions ac-
cording to the job you do? Conditions prevalent
in the mining industry reveal the awiul fact
that your unionism has not been able to do for
you what you expected. It has not safeguarded
¥ou against your employers. Indeed, there is
abundance of proof that members of one union
have been used to defeat the members of
another.

Belng organised separately it is impossible
to fight the boss on the straight-out issue. Under
such a form you lack power; you have not the
real understanding, and you cannot gather to-
gether the. necessary foree to galn a victory.
Your actirvities are but writhings and twistings
under the damnable burdens that you are
carrying.

Your sectional unions, too, are more concerned
about preparing for you when you are dead than
they are about fighting for ¥ou to galn a decent
and comfortable living. The life struggle is too
much for them. To see that you don't commit
& nuisance when you are dead seems to be the
nature of the work they are fit for.

The folly of perpetnating the present form
of unionism, the uselessness of which is so
pronounced, compels you fo take your place
Inan organisation that has within it the neces-

pared.
to your intelll-

geoce, and the “Industrial/Workers of the

"World” Is the ouly organisation that can trans-

form the pow weak and puny working-class
movement into an active and wilitant body of
working-class men and women.

It is the only organisation to-day that has a
¢laim 'upon you. because it is tha only one that
meets your every need in the battle of indus-
trial supremacy for the workers.

To you workers in the Mining Industry the
call for action is sounded. Cease to be divided
in sections according to the occupation yod are
engaged at. Let not the locality in which you
reside be the boundary of vour-unionism.

The workers are spread all over the world,
and a world-wide organisation c¢an alone suf-
fice. Come together as mine-workers, and.
tuild up industrial unionism through an organ-
mtloﬁhal enrols the workers of every Industry
into their several industriakunions. )

All the workers of every industry in the one
organization, the Industrlal Workers of the
World. and all the workers of each Induostry
thoroughly organised to become the controlling
body of thit industry, Is the unlonism of the

ing to galn working-c) rematy. -

- msu:w. and the 50:“' on!'ihdmgrmypc:::
ing to the.as'llulf:_b& os"um ‘of the
th 8. Worl by

; & ”mta Al 3 Hod Inss atruggle

:Mine-workers: What say you
By: controlling the mining.
Yaur dytermine th ‘l“&fh”tm' ng-d
©“You'de @ length of the wor) -day.
You regu the speed.at which ¥t o
s+ Youare the one on-the job: “élaima con-
slderation in everything pertalning i the job.
“As a matter of fact,"you ars just it. -
Convinced, are you not, that these things.are
worth the amall trouble and pay-it will cost you?
Such industrial, changes bring «léng the gogds
to ypur, homes, and yeur social life is corres.
pondingly improved. ' ;oo oo :
Evoun.h } min't it? L!nk. 3
me alony, mates. up and.get a mov.
on, and ére long our battlecry ‘of lnau;m:[
freedom will be echoed frem avery corner of
the earth,
The world and the goodness thereot belongs

to the workers.
g ~—————HBMOYLE:

- _Cohtinucd from Page 1.

your miserable wages the per capita share of al
gold you won, less working expenses, and tius
get an idea of how you are fleeced. The men
of Ballarat had a minimum of accidents, not an
iota of your perils and risks. -No miners’ deadly
phthisis in the fresh air of shallow workings,
+As ta the police persecution they had to endure,
you have it spread out over every attempt o
better your conditions; and if in despair of any
betterment, worth- the name, you in your despera-
tion acted as they did you would fare so much
worse, that the rly dawn sheet of musker flame,
at Eureka, and the clash of bayonets and pikes,
would be eclipsed by the mighty helocaust' of
your slaughter under the militarism of *modern
bimes,

Let us therefore read aright the lesson taught
at Eureka. It is that not by arms on the field of
battlg, not by the tender mercy -of the State, pre-
sent ‘or to come, can you build the hope of your
deliverance from wage slavery and exploitation
of your labor. Nol Only by wise organisation
on the field of industry, where your wrong is
perpetrated.  There it must be rectified, nowhere
clse, and by n other than yourselves. Alrcady
a military power is drawing its toils arcund you
If you are enmeshed therein, abandon all linde
hope you yet cherish. Your politicitis are giving
‘you into its fell clutch, Follow the lead of the
stalwarts of Broken Hill. Resist the impending
militarism that threatens you; believe in the sub-
lime truth foretold by the great Frenchman, Mira-
beau, who predicted the international strike in
these words 130 years ago:—

“The people do not know that to strike their
enemies into terror and submission they have saly
to stand still; that the most innocent and invinc-
fiblc" of all powers is the power of refusing

0.

Miners of Australia, you have never yet tried
your power on this line of simply “ceasing to do”
—all together, There would be no suffering; you
would never reach the hunger line; a week's holi-
day would win your demands.

MONT MILLER

“MORE HONOR.”
—_—

Following upon the convictions against
Larkin, Reeves and Grant, of the LW.W., In the
Central Polce Court Imst week, with having
used abusive words towards Prime Minister
Hughes, and against which an appeal hgs been
lodged,” Larkin and Reeves were sgaln/served
with fresh summonses last week-end, afd are to
appear in court on Wednesday, 13th instant.

The former iz charged under the War Pre
cautions Act “with causing disaffection to His
Majesty’s subjects,” by virtue of a speech made
by him In the Sydney Domain on Sunday, 3rd
Instant, while Reeves Is charged with practie
ally the same offence as that upon which he
‘was convicted_the previous week.

The L.W.W. motto s, however, “More prosect
tions, more henor," and we venture to think.
that before the sentences dealt out hare been
served the “culprits” are ndt golog to be the
loudest squealers. ¥
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