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| The Shearers Strike -

The shearers and. shed hands are still
out ‘fighting 'both the squatter and their
own union officials.  The reports coming
in from the various eentres say the men .
have not lost heart, but will fight on

“against all odds. ;

EéIl. Williams, the delegate from Morce,
took £10 back with him, .and, reports
t‘men standing solid,’” but short of funds
yet. J. B. King took “the sum of £15
with him to the lads who are standing out
for the advanced rates in the Wallgett
and Coonnmble districts. The sum of £5
was wired to the Chairman at- Narrabri,
leaving the sum of £2.7s.- from -the £32 -
75. so generously subseribed in the Do-
main last Sunday week, ¥ e s
* Two pounds was handed to me in the
" Domain yesterday by various sympathi-

sers, whieh has been duly handed in, and

during the week will be forwarded on to
the striking shearers. :

Fellow.workers, more funds are badly
needed if these nien are to win out; so
gend. your odd bebs along. The loeal
_ Shearers’ Committee meets every  Wed-

. nesday and Saturday nights in the LW.AV,

Hall,, in a room kindly lent for that puc-

pose, All AW.U, men are jitvited to at-

tend. - i

A demonstration is to be arranged fo
next Sunday, if possible, in the Domain,
with the object of appesling to the pub-
lic for further assistance. i

T. O’CONNOR, Hon. Sce.

' ' SMITHERS, .M.
R St

. On l\Iom]El-y. Fe_llnw’-v_vbrkeru Reeves and
Bechy dppeared.In the Central Palice Court un
charges of riolous behaviour and assault, ar-

» Ising out of the Domain disturbance on Sui
day alternoon, when the LW.W. meelng was
broken up by- the police. ,

Both fellow-workers asked fof a week's re-
mand in order to get wilnesses in the casc.
Whben the request was made the presiding
magistrate (Smithers) remarked, - -“Probably
they want to go to the barracks-and enllst”
“I don't think so, * replied the prosecuting
sergeant. "No, they don't leok llke it wad
the Feply of this dispenser of “justlce.”

The case was remanded until the followlog
Wednesday, but at time of writing (Wednes-
day morning) the result ls unknown.

If the remarks made from the bench are to
be taken as an Indicatlon, though, these fel-
low-workers arealready "found guilty” before
i word of evidence has been taken.

These remarks were entirely unwarranted,
and”In any other coufitry but labor governed
Australia, their author would probably be ea]-
led upon’ for an explanation,

With the highest police officlal being grani-
ed ‘unlimited powers'” to break up meetifgs,

™4 magistrates wha show thelr readiness Lo
convict before a word of evidence is offercd,

- ot wonders whether degeneracy I8 mot— s
Mmuch an attribute of our present soclety as it
L& of the countenances of some of the beaks
Who are allowad to st in our “halls of jus
tice"—and that is saying a lot.

MINERS' SPEGIAL * EDITION.

A Speclal Editlon of “Direct Action” dealing
with condittons fn the minlng industry will be
isaued on September 16th next, Writers fram
the various mining centres throughout Aus:

+ . \ralia will deal with the subject in all its _as-
Dects, and the need for One Big Unlon n this
department 6f industry -will be dwelt upon,
Rebels In the mining Industry who desire to

. have something to g8y on this matter should
immedlately apply their talents in the direc-
‘{W!Bed.l_.l.n_thé Edltor, Box- 98, Haymarket,
Sydney, marked “Miners' Special Edition.”
We look to membars. in those mining districts
Where there are no LW.W. locals to take
bundles of this issue.either for distribution

-9 Bale. Write at once and let us know what

Jour. order will (‘h.

A SHORTER WORK-DAY,
I8 IT ADVANTAGEOUS?

-A seribe named \_Vy:]tt Jones, in a re-

.

“cent issue of the **International Social-

ist,"".is very evidently snnoyed over a
recent article in ““Direet: Action’ .on the
subjeet of .o shorter working day, In
that avtiele emphasis was laid on the ad-
vantages of shorter hours of labor for
the wotking class, both from ‘the soeial
and  economic standpoint, and a littlé

friendly eriticism was levelled at the type -

of alleged socialist who declares that the
struggle for shorter hours of labor is
wasted. effort. :

The comrade of the Jones family is ap-
parently one of ‘this ecategory, notwith-
standing his demands, for he scems to

take it as a personal matter, and views .

the “ILA.'" article ns an attack on the
cffusions "from his pen, which pass for
ceonomies in our Socialist contemporary.
Hovever, the cap may have fitted «in
this case, friend Wyatt may be relieved
of any uneasiness” on that score. Our
article was not direeted towards his mo:
dest pen, but ot the elass of socialist
generally, who, we do repeat, assert that
shiorter hours of labor are of no advan-
tage to the workers.
- L . - -

If Mr. Wyctt Jones cares_to. look up
files of the ‘‘Intérnational Soeinlist’” he
will find those asscrtions therc, just as
they can be found from time to time in
other alleged scientifie socialist journals.
Apparently convinced of the logic of our
arguuent that shorter hours of labor are
in every way beneficial, he hastily shifts
his ground, and asserts that his intentipn
is to contrpvertswhat he asserts is the
EW.W. teaching, that *‘if the hours of
labor are shortened the master class will
reeeive less surplus value, and so solve
the unemployed.” “Wily Wyatt places
this assertion hetween cuotation marks,
thereby making it appear as if it were
taken froni the article which he eriticises.

The absurdity of aceusing *‘Direct Ac-
tion'’ of asserting that the master class
will solve the.unmnployed preblem !

. . .

This may he a little grammatical slip
oun hig part, however. In any case, no
where has this doctrine been taught by
the LW.W., neither in their press, plat-
form, nor, as Jones nsserts, ““on a black-
board at their class.”” To say that a cer-
tain course of action will mitigate a cer-
tain evil can be construed as an  as-
sertion- that it will be a _complete - solu-
tion of that evil only by an ignoramus
or a wilful perverter of words. -

Under the capitalist mode of produe-
tion, with a givent speed of the intensity

. of exploitation, a shorter work day must

neeessarily be-advantageous to-the wor-
kers, as well as making room in industry
for a portion of the.unemployed. If it

be asserted that the same amount of sur-,

plus value will be produced owing to im-
proved machinery, cte., the reply is that
industrics. can not change their methods
of production in a day, in a week, or in
a year, and, cmmoqucn‘tly, during the
transition -period at least, less surplus
value per head is being produced.

Shorter heurs of labor, therefore, af-
feet the unemployed probleh to the wor-
kers’ advantage, but do not solve it. It
could only do the latter when the hours
of labor were so short that the capitalist
system of produection for, profit became
impossible. 2 .

If Jones; as hestates;‘has-always-stood
for shorter hours, as being beneficial to
the working class in many ways,”* he
should hasten to’ convert some of his
comrades to his way of thinking.- On his
own showing, the I.W.W. nceds no tuition
on that gcore. s

“heaving, despite the. interjections

ANTI.CONSCRIPTION MEETING AT
"WOONOQONA. :

A neeting was held at Woonoona on
Saturday afternoon last, under the aus-
pices of thé local , Anti-Conscription
League. - A paddock had been previously
engaged it Bulli, but the ownér squibbed
when a.rumour was abroad that the sol:
diers were being organised at'Kiama for
the purpose of breaking up the meeting.

The meeting was ably chaired by IL.
Knight, steretary of the Coledale Miners’
Lodge. The other spenkers were Messrs,
L..Jones and E. K. Judd (Auti-Conserip-
tion League), Mr. Paiterson: (Helens-
burgh), Mr. Matchell (R.W. and G.L. As-
sociation), T, Glynn and T. Barker (In-
dustrial Workers of the World), and 1.
D. Mutch (P.L.L. Exécutive).

All the speakers received a very fine
of n
few-well-ciccumstanced feather-bed  pa-
triots who did not shine at the gentle art
of ““chipping in.'” Onec of, these was the
boss-of the local coke wo He-drrived
and left in an antiguated motor car of
the type Year One. This person is of
military age, well built, and intensely
patriotic. But he is patriotic cnough'to
send the other fellow to the front,.and
for his part is going to throw in a two-
bob piece occasionally, ~
“TAfother-intetropter dsnedoeal-skyapilal,
or fire-eseape, who combines the ‘‘bro-
therly love' of the Nazarene with the
duties of the local recruiting sergeant.
This gentleman is another husky-looking
patriot, who could turn his patriotism to

a much more praetical use.

The specches delivered were on the
militant side, and drastic action was sug-
gested to mect the eneroachments of the
conscriptionists.  One or two returned
soldiers kept up .a series of inane inter-
jections, but the crowd bore them good.
humouredly.

It is the intention of the Industrial
Workers of the World to organise meet-
ings there in the near future, and propa-
gate the principles of the Onc Big Union.

At the close of the meeting strong
resolutions were put to the meeting, and
carried by a six to one majority. The
feather-bed patriot parson hopped on the
box, and inoved 4 resolution of his own.
That was promptly walloped out by the
audience. The parson was hauled off the
stump by the owner of the paddoeck, who
had an objeetion to his property being
disfigured by a stay-at-home patriot.

' ANOTHER RAID,
On Friday., the 11th Aumust, a raid

was made by the police on the Trades
Hall, Adelaide, and the A,W.U. Building,

-A:P.ARooms;-and-a-news- agonoy — wore

also visited, The objeet was to seeure

any copies of the Manifesto reeently is.

sued by the Aus. Trade Union Congress
in Melbourne which might be about,
Snowden’s Open Letter to Hughes and
other leaflets, as well as the current copy
of the ‘“Labor -Call" and the *‘Barrie
Truth' of August 7. A few of the first-
named pamphlets were found at  the
Trades Hall, and for a short {ime it was
a mystery as to who was the informer who
had betrayed their whereabouts. Now, it
is alleged, that T. B. Merry, Seerctary of
the Trades’ Hall, must hear the respon-
sibility for this actl &

NEW STICKERS,

Numerous enquiries have been recelved of °

late for Stickery The Press Committee Is now
getting out a brand HBW},U.D-QO-C‘NG 83‘”!:]8. The
colour and deslgn are original, and will com-
pel attention everywhere. In view,of the ex-
pense Involved, however, for blocks, eta., the
price will be 4/- a thousand.

“—a-triet -in-whi

Some months ago in a letter to the press
.eoncerning the breaking up of meetings
in the Doniain, the present writer sfated
that if the police were entirgly withdrawn
disturbances would cease. The procecd-
ings last Sunday in the Domain fully
justified that statement. Those respon-
sible for these interferences with the right
of free speech or free assemblage are never
more
lprger force of police are present, and
whenever the former fail in breaking up
a mecting the latter step in, and give them
& hand in doing so. ;

Last Sunday, however, the’ police. went
even further. - After they had stopped

 the P.L.L. mecting, which demonstrated

-against eonseription, they stopped the
"LW.W. platform, aud two constables de-
liberately smashed it inu_) matchwood.

A large foree of ““gentlemen'' had, pre-
vious to this, endeavoured to rush the
platform at least a dozen times, but were
repulsed on each oceasion~ Again and
again they rallied their for'ees, and rushed
towards the speaker at various points,
only to comé up against a selid phalanx
of .W.W. men and their supporters, who
had surrounded the platform.  Despite
the tenSe excitement whieh prevailed, not
a blow was struck on ecither side, the
‘“battle’’ taking the form of a trial of
strength in pushing hetween both sides,

L oultime
ately became so exhausted that they gave
up the task in despair. This, of course,

did not suit the ends of the zealous
officer, who had charge of the police.
On seeing the ‘‘gentlemen’s'' efforts to

be fatile, he gave an order to some 100
policemen to stop the wmeeting. -
rushed in a bedy, pushed the speaker off
the platform, and, after it had Dbeen
broken up, they arrested two LW. W. men
(Fellow-workers Reeves and Beeby), and
charged them with riotous hehavious and
assault on the police to justify their ae-
tion,

‘Who is at the bottom of this dastardly
attempt to suppress the right of public
meeting?  Cerlainly not the soldiers, not
the rank and file of the policeman, not
even Inspector-General Mitehell, insolent-
ly arrogant as he has proved himsclf to
be. Inspecter Nolan stated when rem-
onstrated with by Fellow  Worker
QGrant,  stated that he was
“CLOTHED WITH ILLIMITABLE
POWERS.”” What did he mean? Labour
Mihister Black is in .charge of the Police
Department of New South Wales. Has
Black delegated “illimitable powers®’ to a
police official, and are public meetings.

only to be held when the opinions ex-
pressed meet with the approval of
Inspectors of Police? If this be

the case, then the IL.W.W. will be obliged
to-resort-to-more drastic-measures-in-the:
future in order to show Mr, Black and
the capitalist class of this country, whose
tool he is, that free speech is not a
't to be graciously bestowed or ruth-
essly taken away to suit the whims of a
police officer.

We intend'to have free speech in the
Domain at all costs. We do not want
the protection of Black's police, even if
that ““protection’’ was of a different or-

%oxioun and rowdy than when a -

They -

der to ‘that hitherto exhibited. We in- .

tend to protect our speakers from vio-
lence, no matter what kind ef uniform is
worn by those who are paid to try and
muzzle them, and we shall stop at noth-
ing in doing so. Let Mr. Black take
warning, and let the Labor politicians
who:put bim.in.his.present: job remember
.that when they are out vote-hunting in.

.the streets of Sydney:in a few meonths,

the uniformed hooligans of the Domain,
and the treachery of the Labor Govern-
‘ment generally, will not be forgotten by
the LW.W. ; , TG
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‘how conteraplating, sending delegat®s
United States for the purpose of investi-
gating more effective methods of ex-
ploitation. . ; '

~Trade union officialdom has in and out

of sea’on joiiied in the chorus. of capital:.

ist abuse and condenMiation of those who
advocate restrieting the output ps one
method of counferacting the tendeney of
the exploiting class to inecrease  their
profits at the expense of thousands of
unemployed.. -~

Slowing-down has never been advoeat-
ed by the LW, W, as 4 road towards fipal
emancipation, but-as a weapon for resist-
ing further cxploitation on the joh.
When we find the spokesmen. of what is
mistakenly called - *‘organised Labor"
raising their Mands in holy horror: at
this- comparatively mild--idea, the wor-

kers may guess what to expeet at  their
1 i kB

gﬂ:b,gmnlgyem!ﬁ.r.enl:e_gen_tpitile_s.@_;the__B_ODk;’a;.l5..h3¥§. ‘Realad-f,,
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INDUSTRIAL EFFICIENCY AND IT8
. ANTIDOTE :

. Industrial effieiency is a vital quostion

at'the present time. Tt
T. Glynn, the author of the book men-
tioned above, tells us that, at the Bethle-
hem (U.8.A.) Stecl Works, scientific man-
agement (otherwise known as ‘‘speeding
up’’) raised the output of iren per man
from 16 to §9 tons; and the aggregate
wages bill was.cut dgwn by about 80,000
dollars per annum._ "
The result of this bright "and brainy
spurt on the part of the workers was that
about 50 per cent. of them weke sent to
swell the “‘eapitalist reserve army,’” the

unemployed.
4h fa

' T

) WOULD :B_AYONE'; BTRIKERS, .

If all Private Jim MeSpadden says bar
‘true, .tho Returned Soldicrs Assoeintioy -
is ‘going to be a fine asset to the explu'n‘
ers of Australia in the future. Private
Jim, in an interview with-e represents.

tive of the Cairns fQ) ‘‘Post,’’ expregs..
cs goni¢ strong remarks about those ter.

rible people ‘who go on strike for hejtey’:
conditions in war-time. ‘‘One day whey
1 was in the ttenches,’” he tells -thﬂ"np. :
resentative, ‘‘one of - our sergeants wyy
reading & paper from home, and he telq *
us there was another strike on, H,

asked us what we would do if we wonld

only get at the strikers, and the chorug iy

reply was, “‘drive our bayonets through

them.’’ ‘“When the war is over,” }
adds, ““strikers need expeet no consider.
ation from the returned soldiers.” W,
have a shrewd, suspicion, though, thay .

Office: 403 Sussex Street, Sydney,
A_ustralia.

Bditor: Thos. Glynn.
Manager: J. B. King.

Subiscriptions: 4/ per year; New Zealand,
6/ per year; Foreign, 8/ per year.

HEADQUARTERS, I.W.W. (Australia):
403 SUSSEX STREET, SYDNEY.

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS: 164 W.
ashington-Street, Chicago, I, U.8.A.

0

o

ELOQUENT FIGURES.

The figures for 1915 in the manufae-
turing industries of Vietoria fully bear
out the contention of those whe main-

- tain that every inercase in produetivity
means an increase in the unemploy-
ed, and justify the slow-down -propu-
ganda to any worker of normal intelli-
genee.

Hard facts are more educative than
any amount of theorising, so we recom-
mend those figures to the attention of all
workers who take interest in the wel.
fare of their class, and, inecidentslly, to
the attention of alleged Labor writers in
our alleged Labor newspapers,

In 1913 there were 118,744 workers em-
ployed in the manufecturing establish-
nments of Vietoria, and the value of their
output was £47936,647; in 1914, 118,399
were employed, value of output £48439,.
985, which means that with 345 work

less than in 19813, the value of the man- -

factured products w incrcased ap-

« proximately by a million and a half
pounds. The figures for 1915, however,
are still morel eloquent. In that year
the number of workers cmployed had
fallen ‘to 113,834, but the yearly value of
the output had inercased to £51,466,093.
In other words, though over 5000 fewer
workers were employed than in 1913, the
exploiters reaped about three and a half
nillion pounds extrn out of the labor of
those employed.

" Very evidently
toria, notwithstanding the howls of their
exploiters to the contrary, have not yet
grasped the significance "of the LW.W.
gospel of slowing down. It would rather
appear as if the hesses in that year put

forth special endeavours in the speed-
ing-up line, endeavours which ‘ere
cloaked by the hypoeritical shricks of
their mental prestitutes on the press,

and the sanctimonious wails of politicians
and parsons, anent the “‘immoral’’
TW.W.

___Another signifieant lesson to be_gath.
ered from these figures is that the fall-
ing-off in the number of employed
workers chiefly affected males, more than
80 per cent, of those ‘‘laid off”’ belong-
ing to that gex. This is quite compre

__hensible when it is _mentioned that the

average weekly wage for males in 1915
waos £2-9g 6d-(and let it be ‘remembered
that the salarics of highly paid man.
egers, superintendents, ete., are included
in the figures from which averages are
made), while the avernge weekly wage
for females was 19s 4d. ;
‘What is just of as much importance
for the workers to learn, however, is
that their present system of organisation
is year by year more effectually showing
its impoteney in maintainipg their stand-
ord of living. The prices of the necessi-
ties of life are at least. 50 per” cent.

higher to-day than in 1913. ' Trade un-,

ionism, sectional organisation, has not
alone miserably failed to counteract the
effects on the working-class of increased
_efficiency in_production by _speeding-up
schemes and other methods, but it has

allowed the-standard of living of those -

employed to deteriorate fearfully in. the
same period. Even this state of affaira
appears not to satisfy the official repre.
sentatives of unionism, for, as mentioned
in “Direct Action’’ recently, they. are

the workers of Vie-

I
wiresr
movement is-suggested townrds seeuring
“eqgntrol of industry and the full product
of their labor. ' ]
Even if we'did not have the figures of
the capitalists themselves:to prove it, the
experience of the workers for the past
few years, in their strikes and struggles
with the employers, calls loudly for a
more up-to-date system of organisation.
The form of orginisation and the tacties
and methods advecated by the LW.W.
ean alone be sneeessful in the every-day
struggie with the employing elass. Trado,
unionism is obsolete; its. officials are ne-
essarily reactionary,  From the rank
and file of the workers themselves must
come the ideas and the necessary power
to.cstablish an cconomie system where
figures of production will be tabulated
to mark the prosperity of the producers
as a whole ang not the rebbery of the
many by the few.

agrresstve—{forward

THE HIGH PRICE OF PAPER.

By J. Z.J.

The existence of world-wide sehemes
far the complete enslaving of the workers
ig so-probable, and the evidence of the ac-
tivity of capitalism and its agents so plain,
that to dispute the fact that we are at
present menaced by the most appalling
danger, is scarcely possible.

Among the several phases of the cam-
paign being waged against us, the gppos-
ing attempts to control and direet’ public
opinion take foremost place. The institu-
tivn of a public press, no matter how eare-
fully controlled, .involved  a  eertain
amount of liberty: to express opinions and
ideas not favorable to eapitalistie inter-
ests, and the question of presenting such
expression has no doubt been given care-
ful thought. In business eireles there is
frequently brought into play a method

frr-regard-to-the—boss's—demand—i
“‘speeding up,'’ the author asks a very
pertinent. question: “'If it is a fact,’" he
says, ““‘that wages are determined by the
produ ity of Inbour, why is it that in
the “lost half-century, when the product-
iveness of labour (by new diseoveries and
inventions) has been inereased one  hun-
dredfold, the great mass of workers are
still getting ‘but the hare aneans of sub-
sistence, and livisg in constant dread of
the bread linef

The Australian worker is receiving to-
day a smaller proportion .of his _product
than ten years ago. e

Inereases in productivity eaused by in-
creased - efficiency, longer hours of labour
and hew inventions have no internal re-

_lation whatever to' the laws governing

wages. .

The author brings forward nmmny
gent arguments, and advances many
ing reasons, why industrial efficieney

co-
k-

18
not a question about which workers need

- lose sleep.
“ Every minute worked aver and above
the time actually required to reproduce
—_wages, every time a worker hastens across

the floor of the factory when he might
walk more leisurely, every time a machine
is viled when it ought/to run hot, every
deviee of the eapitalist elass for improving
efficiency, but hastens the coming of the
time when workers will find themselves
on the street eorner, the unpitied wretehes

of a tem that rewards them for their
industry by starving them.
What is the answer to the domand for

industrinl eficicney

““The answer to the Industrinl Efficien-
ey ery,”” says the author, “‘lies in an im-
mediate agitation for a shorter workday,
combined with the intellizent adoption of
“(a Canny”’ and other methads of Sabot-
age on the job. This is vitally necessary
for all workers, irrespeetive of their he-
liefs as to methods of organisation, peliti-
cal, religious, or racial prejudices.  The

known as ‘'freczing out,”’ and presenty Surplus Value of the capitalist class must

evidence goes to show that this methed
of exeluding competitors by increasing
the cost of running is being brought into
play against-the revolutionary press,

The poverty of the workers prevents
them from expending large sums on press
and paper, and a further increase of pov-
erty, coupled with the inercased cost of
printing material, must seriously . handi-
cap usé in our efforts to utilise the press as
o means of propaganda. TIn the absence
of any reasonable explanation of the enor-
mously increased, and still increasing, cost
of paper, it is logieal to believe that
“‘freezing out’’ tacties are being used
against us. ’

Believing this te be so, it follows that
the most energetic use must be mgde of
the préss while it remains to us, for should
capitalism’s schemes be carried out in
their entirety, we will ind curselves re-
duced to the lgvel of the workers of the
middle ages, ivhen almost inconeeivable

ignorance was the rule, and greed and

crnelty were supreme. -

Tt is far from desirable that descend-
ants of the present workers should have
to repeat the long and toilsome climb
from the darkness of what is historically

- known as the ‘“long night,”’ to the com-
parative enlightenment of the present
time. '

Hard as it is to evmeeive the elimina-
tion of the press and its publication from
our lives, the possibility of it has been
pointed out by, different owriters, one of
whom describes a public gramaphone, in-
stalled in different parts of the eity toibel-
low the latest news in the ears, of the
passing erowd. Whether such fancies
ever become realities orf not the existence
of schemes against our freedom of expres-
sion, whether by specch or press is too

“obvious to be treated lightly. -

Don't barrack -for peace. Den:m‘nd an indus-
irial system that will guarantee.it.

Wateh out for the Miners' Speclal Edition
of “Direct Actlon” on Beptember 16,

he eurtailed, for its very inerease strength-
ens the bonds of slavery. ‘‘Seientific
Management'' on the-part of the eapitalist
class must be met by ““Seientifice  Sabat-
age'’ on the part of the workers."'

Tt is urgently necessary that  workers
shall be fully alive to their_interests at
this critical period in working class his--
tory,

“Industrial Bfieioncy and Its Antidote'’
{LW.W,, price 2d.) is a book ealeulated
to help the working class to make up its
mind on this question. =

‘'Preparedness’” is in the air at the
present time. Workers! be you prepared
(by study, investigation, and action on
the job) to eounteraet and render nuga-
tory theé insiduous attacks now
made by the ‘master class upon your in-
terests in  the name of ““‘Industrial
Effciency.””

A. E. BROWN.

Hall; 316 Argent Street.

Wednesday Evening, at 7.30 p.m.—Tdu.
eational Class.

Alternate Sundays,
Meeting.

Alternate Sundays, at 3 p.m.—Eeono
Class. .

Sunday, at 7.30° p.m.—Outdoor Propa.
ganda Meeting, near Post Office, in
Argent-street, ¢
Good Library, -Also good collection
of Literature for sale. All live rebels
welcome.

Secretary-Treasurer, E. J. Kiely, 316 Ar-
gent Street, Broken Hill, NS'W.

at 3 p.m.—Business,

“The worker cannot afford 1o have lob many.

feellngs for the community til the community

“develops fegfings for him: till then, It is even
good that the consumer should sometimes sul-
fer for the Injustice he allows to go on. The
consumer [s not the innocent third party he 1a
olten represented as being; he Is the exploit-

. er's accomplice “before the fact"—G. D, H.
Cale. '

heing

~  BROKEN HILT ACTIVITIES,

Private Jiir MeSpadilen® " only oxisy
in the imagination of the editor of tk
“Post,”” and the *“‘humane'” . wish as i
how strikers should be treated by gl -
diers fathered the thought in his degen.
erate cranium. Nevertheless the RSA,
up to the present has shown itself to by
a-tool of the sharks and vultures whko
thrive on war,

iy e

“FREE ELECTORS'' BABOTAGED.

“The best way to sabotage the bossin”
at the ballot box," remarks the Maori. -
land ' Worlker,"” recently. Elsewhero, |
in the same- issue we ave told that:
the politicions in New Zealand have se
cured themselves in their jobs by pro-
longing the life of the present Parlia
ment till six months after the war, The
franchise is sure scme weapon in thess

ooy
“NO INFLUENCE.”” WHY WORRY{

-Replyingtp a question about the
LW.W. in Parliament last  weck, Pre
mier Holman got the following off his
chest:i— -

“Certain inquiries which I eauscd te
be set on foot some tjme ago have not
_yet been completed, but 1 hope to be
able to give the honourable ‘member
some, further information shortly. The
organisation is' not an  influential one,
and its doctrines are repudiated by the
good sense of all but an inconsiderable

- geetion of the community.”

What more consoling information
could any ‘*honourable meinber' want!
Ever since Holman announeed in New
Zealand a few months ago, the death of
this “‘inconsiderable scetion’' its ghost
would appear to have haunted him sonie-
what, If he was inclined to be superati-
tious at all, he would leave it alone.

Long hours and short wages are the caus
of most of the workers’ troubles.

An excuse to introduce cheap labor is at the
bottom of the Conseription campalgn.

LW.W. Preamble

The working class and the employing class
have nothing in common. There can be o
peace so long as hunger and want are found
among millions of wprking people, and Lhe few
who make up the ‘employing clf¥s have all
the good things of life.

Between these- two classes a strlggle m_m
go on until the workers of the world organise
as a class, take possession of the carth and
the machinery of production, and abolish the

- wage system.’

We find that the centreing of the manage
ment of industries into fewer and fewer han'ds
makes the trade uoions unable lo cope ‘Il-ll
the ever—growing - power of the employing
class. The trade unions foster a state of al
fairs which allow one set of workers to be

“pitted against another set of workers in the—

same industry, thereby helping to defeat one
another in wage wars. Moreover, the |rlfl=_;
ions aid the employing class to mislead the
‘workers into the belief that the working-class
have interests in common with their: em
ployers. .
These “conditions can be changed and the
interests of the working-class upheld only b
-an organisation formed in such a way that s
its members in any one industry, or in all iz
dustries, if necessary, cease work whenever &
strike or lockout is on -in.any department
thereof, thus making an injury to one an 18
jury to all, 7
Tnstead of the conservative motto: *'A fair
day's wages for a fair day’s work,” we @ ust
jnscribe on opur banner the revulnua“l'l):
watchword : “Abolition of the wage systeD
Ti—is—¢he - historic -mission —of - the warkibF
class 1o do away with Capitalism. The arm’
of production must be organised, not oaly fof
the everyday struggle with capitalists, bt 8%
to carry on production when Cl‘pitlli!m'lh
have been overthrown. By “organising jndus
tshally, we are forming the structure of
new society within the shell of the old.




."Aro,r‘:!n'l.".-w-

Br't_il_i&ellt-_'l_liu‘fNotes.'; j

- Thing ln general have been brisk In Broken

ilisl consequent -upon ihe strong agltation
against -Conscription whieh ts being carried
on in Labgqr circles here.

The ce of the: recentl;.--funned
A.C.A. hofl decided to hold a nxenting in Ar-
gentstreet on Friday night, August 4tn. Con- -
sequent upon A difference of opinion_between
« the ‘A.C.A, ond the TW.W., tho Iatter were-
npt well represenced when the a‘nu—bun erip-
tion -eef.lng iook place. Accnrding to “Dat-

“ rier Datly Truth” only nine™ meimbers of the

" feld and Slnclair were Xeard, the charge in’

A.C.A.rwera-present nt the béginning ofthe
meetlng. However, the Chalrman, M:. Brov.
field, opened the meeting, bul it ‘was apparent
hat there was an element’ in the crowd de-
\ermined to break up the meetng. A rush .
was made upon the platform, which was over-

’.

The long nna parsismnt gfforts mi
by —Liocal to get suitable gentral head- *
quarters have at last been crowned with
success, as a_ fairly large hall “at 197 *
Russel-street (gorner of Litfle” Bourke-

street) has been secured to-oarry on the

future nctivities of this Local. This week
members are hurrying themselves clean-
‘ing and shifting from our old plhce, and
getting things spick’ and_ span: for: Sun-.
day night, when the first leeture will be
delivered.  Persy - Laidler filling the
,bill. A syllabus of lectures is being- ar-
ranged, and we are practically -assured
that the first seven lectures will be by
members of the LW.W. This puts us in a
position of being almost independent of
outstde help, 50 far as lécturers are con-
“cerned.

s anmmx{nlrd that things will hum
in Mclbuurnn rnow that a-large room is
#vailable for usc by Local 8:  As with_all _

—turnéd,-and—in . the -melee -whish—ensved—F——aiigeriis, proliminary expenscs are protty

W _Sinelair, ‘of the A.C.A., was n:rrcltcd
quh,equunlly a Tush was. mnde tuwardp the
1W-W. Mail at the other end of the sireet,
and here the police arrested F. W. Brook-
feld. Although there were only six persons
neide the LW.W. hall, the crowd contented
themselves with throwing stones at the win:

" dows, and soon afterwards dispersed,

Next morning another Incident took place
which should show the worker how great a
thing iz British liberty. The cases of Brook-

each case being one of riotous behavour, F.
w. Brookfield, who, -upon the evidencéd of In-
spector Miller, Chlef of Police, was_ innocent
of any attempt to provoke rlot or -disorder
wa: bound over by Stipendlary Maglstrite
Bhaw Lo keep the peace for 12 monlhs for Lbe
erime of “defending himsel! from a moeb of
hooligans, F. W, Sinclair asked for the hear-
ing of his case lo be Temanded untll the fol-
lewing Saturday, which was granted.

The usual Saturday evening propaganda
meeting of the LW.W. was held at the usual
place nnd time, the speakers being F. W.s
Mark Anthony and Peter Larkin. The E npire
Leaguers must have realized that it is one
thing to break.vup a meeting conduited hy

..—nine-men and quite another thing lo adsot ths

same toetics where several hundred men are
organised to hold a meeting, or know: the *ca-
san why; they were conspicuous only by their
absence or their silence. The ing was

high, but with the concentrated effort
and cnthusiasm ' of members, all = debts,
etd., can easily he met.

Just at present the rebels are loukulg
out:for Tom Barkér’s visit to Melbourne.
A great welecome is assured him, and
Local 8 is going to-put the best foot for-
ward to make his short sojourn in Mel-
‘bourne: a happy and successful one in
overy respeet..

Conscription is: again the. benediction
of the ‘Age’ and ‘‘Argus,’”’ and other
pestiferous muckrakes that infest Mel-
bourne. At present ‘‘Little Billy" s
making a {‘hell’’ of a noise ahout no-
thing in particular, hut as usuul we are
assured that he is n ““great” statesman,
and is serving the ¢ hompn-e
relinble sources it is lom-nod that no-
body went mad with joy over the ‘‘Ben-
gal Tiger's’'sreturn, except it be the
newspaper. boys, Their pereeptible diz-
ziness, however, is oxp]nnmd by the,
odiferous efflitvin arising from the news.
papers which had distributed accounts
of "Billy's"" carveer. At any rate the

well. From

1am and um huudmg of the nexr. _soclal st
“ture has long bedn claimed thé histaric mis-
-slon’ of the working ‘class, and now that all
wealth produnuon i3 a collective process, it-
will be™seen. thay the building of ~the next
soclal state, which demands only the coller:
llva uwnership, gontrol, and use of the means
of prodiction, shou!d. nat be a very revolution-
ary step. All thet Is required to “ring in m
*housand years of peace” is eficiency in our
organisation, backed by a determination to get
what we want:
unions and -the day and the world are ours.

‘From A recognlllnn of this appalling dan-
.ger arlses the presont unensiness of the mar-
ter class; lnd from It also arises the unceas-
ing efforts of capital’s spokesinen and - flup-
‘keys to smash our efforts by martial order

tad themeo plunge us headlong and helpless -

i.to the vyee of industrial serfdom they are
:prepuing bekind the scemes.

——Where s the -siave; 80 1owly,
Condemned “to. thains umholy, .
Who, could he burst
X His bonds at firat,
Would pine beneath them slowly ¥

‘Strret; Sydiucy, N SaW

let u: build up the industrinl R

The IW W Pi'eSs.

-~
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; **DIRECT ACTION.'’
English.  Weelily, 4s. per. year.. I'ub-
lished by the LW.W., 340 Laut!etcugk

“SOLIDARITY.'" *

English, Weekly, 6s. 6d. per year. Pub-
lished by the LW. w. ‘Publishing Burcau,
112- Hamliton Avenue, Cleveland, . Ohio,
U.s.a, -

“A BERMUNKAS."
(The Wage Warker.)
Hungarian, Semi-Monthly, 6s. 6d. per’

year. 350 Last 8lst St., New York, N.Y.,
USA, - ) Ay
i nII HRM "

(The Alarm.)

Swedish-Norwegian-Danish, Monthly.
48, per year. 164 W. Washington St.,

Chicago, 1ll., US.A.

The Shearers Strike

sHEAB.EBS DISGUSTED AT THEIR
- OFFICIALS,
To Direet Action.

Fellow Worker,—For the bqnoﬂt
of our - fellow workers who are on
strike in- other centres, 1 will ask

you to publish those few lines,” as it iy
ouly through Direct Action that it can be
done. We are attacked by the daily
Press and also by our so-called official ox-
gan, ‘*The Worker,”” a rag in which the
eritics’ page is owned solely for the offi-
cials: other members need not apply. But
we need not expeet anything .flom a set
of officials whose only care is to give

TW.W. will deal with *“Willinm*" all m‘themsvlves a big salary and first olass

good time, so he will have to look to hia
eudgels as our motte is:—"*Australia
for the LW.AW."? '

NORMAN .I'[-'Jl«"FER\.’.

conducted without hitch, and the speakers
axpounded the doctrine of the LW.W. to a
swrowd numbering sevaral thousands. The
meeling closed with the singing of “Fhe Rad
Flag" “Should [ ever be a Soldier” (hree
cheers for tho LW.W., for the A.C.A, and
what_sounded very mugh like groans for those
responsible for the hooliganlsm of the previcus
night, : Next day, Sunday, a public meeting
was neld In Argent-street at 3.30 p.m., which

© was. attended by every available member «f

the LW.W., A M.A, A.C.A., and other work-
Ing class hodies in Brukcn Hill. F. W. Lar-
kin, who was in the clialr, stated that the
meeting had been called to discuss the Con-
seription issue, and that the platform was
open to anyone who wished to speak upen the
subject, elther for or agalnst. He then called
upon several leading Conscriptionists to ad-
dress the meeting, but aithough some of them
were In the vieinlty they apparently were not
snxious to do so. (This being the case F. W.
Larkin threw the meeting open te the other
slde, and the meeting was“subsequently ad-
dressed by Mesgrs, Brookfleld, Considine, Sin-
clair, and O'Reilly.

At the close of the meeting a collection
was taken up on behalf of the striking shear-
erd in the Moree and Bourke districts.

In the evening the usual propaganda meet-
ing wag held, at the close of which F. W, Lar-
kin addressed o crowded house in the IWW
‘Hal} on “The Life of an Agltator.”

Collections taken up for Moree and Bourke
during the week-end realised over £13.

e

FRANK F. WARD.

MELBOURNE. i

Sure and slcaﬂy improvement all
round is the keynote of last week's ne-
tivities of Melbourne local. Qur propa-
Randn meeting on the Bank-was a huge
suceess, not only from the standpoint of
Humbem but also from an edueative and
financial point of view. Fellow-workers
Alf Wilson, Jock Wilson, and Percy

idler were the main speakers, with
Fellow-Waorker Jeffery in the chair, An
ppeal was made by the chairman for
mbs. for “D.A,” and as a Tesult mine
‘quarterly subs. were handed in ¢ the
we’llow Worker going round the crowd.
e hope to be able to Tepeat same per-
'il'lnlmte every Sunday.- - -

ur Fnday night _outdeor: meetmg
et with just fair success. F.W. Farral
\nd Jeffery were the speakers. ‘“D.A.7

Mubs were only moderate. - This mecting

.tould be made much better if fellow

UNION EFFICIENCY URGENTLY
NEEDED.

(A. MACK.)

The 'daQ' has at last arrived when the
working class of this covatry must choose be-
tween fighting Its way forward to Freedom
snd slipping back Into a state worse than
Serfdom.

The economic development of the Canitnl-
ist system during the last few years has been

80 rapld and so eflclent that both the mas:’

ters and the workers are now
sgreatest crisis of modern mstory

It yet remains to be “geen whether the
working class will emerge from the coming

facing the

combat with the materlal for the i:o-npernil.ve‘

Commonwealth In jts .possesslon, or whether
the rulers will once agaln be supreme, and
‘fashion a new world in thelr own !mage, and
once again-nail the workers to the cross of
degradation.|
- The future happlness of our clasz depends
on swift, sclentific ACTION; industrial organ-
isatlon embracing the oppertualty now offor-
ing can lift us towards an era of liberty un-
known to us throughout all the centuries of
civilisation; whlle]tupldlly and indecision
will condemn us to centuries more of milsery,
perhaps worse than that we have suffered so
long. 1 ls widely recognlsed that the econ-
omlc fonndations of the race are an index to
the obtainlng soclal order, and that untll
these foundations are changed mno alteratlon
.In human soclety is possible. These changes
have occurred In the past, and then the
social superstructure has transformed. Glanc-
—ing-through—thelast few tHOUSANd years we
note that~with the enslavement of man by
man the bright and glorious cycle of clvitiza-
tion began with Its workers' c'!:&“el slaves;
technical advance brought about the intre-
duction of the system of Feudaliam, and this
"in turn gave was le our present “wages"
syslem or Capitallsni: but-it will be noticed
that the workers during all the civillsed cen-
turics have been u'In»es under one form o
another, and the evinced pride and pleasure
of the masters at the mention of the word
“elviiization” Is prabably due’to the fact that
it marks the perlod of humdn parasitiam,
We see, however, that twice before, =&
i crisis somewhat simllar to the one now con-
fronting us has oceurred, and In each case
the rullng class won oul, and remained the
ruling ¢lass under & new order of their ewn
—design; 6tll that could not have been- other=
wise, for_the means of preduction were too
ecrude to permit of ‘their successful co-opera-
tive control. ‘Buch is not now the case, for
the Capltalist -growth has through ‘the medlum
of the machine o nrpniued the workers that

fares while travellig, and then join
hands with the mnst.:} to keep the rank
and file down to a wiage level that is im-
possible to live on. However, the rebel
spirit of the toilers is rising and ‘the union
bosses are just waking up to the faet that
their sertices will not be required much
longer. .
dro\mmg man to a straw, and their only
hope is in trying to h]nckrn the nare of
some of the men concerned in the strike
whose only offence is trying to gain bet-
ter conditions for themselves and fellow-
toilers. With all. the opposition, [ think
‘we are going to win a part of what is
ours by right in all those centres. In
those parts the men are preparing for a
solid stand. There are a few sheds shear-
ing here, in most cases with only. three
or four shcnrcns, and those men have all
promised to sign up for no more. Right
from Cobar -to Moree is one - mass of
fighters, and while the workers stand
solid we have nething to fear from the
pastoralists or our beloved AW UL
The response from LW.W. to the
Midkin men has Leen admired by all the
toilers and won'’t be forgotten in a hurry.
The fact of our own union fighting us,
and your gencrous gift to the Midkin
men, has ghgendered a spirit in  the
‘minds of most toilers out this way that
will be hard for the A\\’L officials to
put out.
N ! E. GILL.
Bushman’s Home, Bourke.
B . . . .
Bushmen’s Home, Moree,
8784216,

The Sec. LW.W.

Fellow Worker,—I have been Instructed by
shed-
deepest

tlie committee of the shearers and
hands to wrife conveying our
thanks for your goodness to our
“Witliams, und alse what you b ¢
us In our present trylng positlon. -

1 might tell you that things 'never loukud

better for us, and we hope very shortly to
come out “wilh fAylng colours.” We ara
looking forward to the next visit of Mr,

King, and T can assure you he will get a vofy

hearty recepll.un.
Again thanking your people,—Yours fraler-
nally,

I. HARTLEY, Chairman,

P. F. SCOTT, Hon. Sec.

TWO VIEWS OF WORK.

_**To look upon work as a task to be
disposed of as quickly as possible is a
shorteut to fazlure '*  This iz not a quo-
tation from"an I.W.W. pzper, but from
an article in *‘The¢ Australian Manufae:
turer!” of July 8. “It was meant for the
boss. ' The same writer says, ‘‘the em-

ployec who lies down on the job is really”

They ar¢ hanging on like o-

“SOLIDARNOSC.”
{Solidarity.) .
Polish. Weekly. 6s. 6d. per year. 164
W. Washington 5t., Chicago, Il., U.S.A.

“DARBININEU BALSAS." =
(The Voice of the Workers.)} P
Lithunanian. Weekly, 65, 6d. per year.
869 Hollins St., Blatimore, U.S.A.

“HET LIGHT."
Flemisk. Monthly, 4s. per year, Fran-
eu-Bélgian Hall, 9 Masen St., Lawrenee,
Mass., U.S.A.

“IL PROLETARIOQ."
(The Proletariat.)
ltalion, - Weekly, 6s. 6d. per year. Gen.
Del, Havuever Sta Boston, Mass, U.S.A.

. “EL RERBELDL."
(The Ltebel.)

Spanish. Bi-Weekly, s, per yenr. Bun-
dle rate 1d. por copy. Address all com-
munications and remittance to Adminis-
trator, Bl Rebelde, Box"1279, Los Ange-
les,* California, U.S.A.

5 “RABOCHAYA RECH,"
(The Voice of Labor.)
Ltussian. Weekly, 4s. per year. Bun-
dle rates, 1d. per copy outside Chicago.
Address: 1146 South Desplaines St.,
Chicago, 1L, U.S.A.

‘A LUZ.”
{Light.)

Portugese.  Semi-monthly. Subserip-
iion 4s. per year. Bundles of 50 1d. per
wopy. Addresss, 699 South First 3t |
New DBedford, Mass, U.S.A.

MELBOURNE ACTIVITIES.

Local No. B, 243 Willinm Street.
Monday, 5 p.m.—Business Mecting.
SBPEAKERS' CLASS: WEDNESDAY, 8 P.M.
Fridoy, 8.30 p.m.—Propaganda Meeting,

Brunswick, corner Sydney Road and

Vietoria Street,
Sundny.—I'ropaganda Meutmg,

Bank.

The rooms are open to all workers every
night. All working clasf papers on
file. (Good Library. A welcome to '
all the ‘‘disobedient ones.”

Yarra

One Big Union in the Mining Industry. JIssue
of Beptember 16 will tell you all about it."

ADDRESSES OF LW.W. LOCUALS.

Adelaide Loeal 1.—Seerctary-Treasurer,
S, G. Drummond, 43 Charles-streot,
Unley, Adeclaide, S.A.

Sydney, Loeal No. 2.—Secretary-Treasur-

—er; T Glynn, 330 Casiléreagh-street,

Sydney, N.S.W.

Broken Hill, Loeal No. '3.—Secretary--
Trcasm‘cr L. J. Kiely, Palace Build-
ings, Sulph:du -street, Brokem Hill,

meunﬂe. Loeal No. 5—Scceretary-Trea-
surer, C. T. Reeve, 18 South-street,
Fremantle, W.A.

Brisbann, Local Ne. T.—Sccretary-Trea-
surer, G. I. Bright, Redfern-street,
Wooloon-Gabba, Brisbane, Q. "

Perth, Local No. 10. —Secretnry—' 'reasuror
A. ‘Westbrook, Victoria Park, East

Cairna (Russian), Local No. 12,—Secret-
- ary-Trensurer, W. Yudaeff, Box 201,
Cairns, N. Q.

SYDNEY HEADQUARTERS.

_All concerned are notified that the-ad.
dress of the Bydney Local is now 403 Sus.
gex. Street, Bydney Correspondence,
however, may still be addressed to Box .
98, Haymarket..

All commumcanons rcgardmg literature not

workers turned up in bigger numbers 8lmosi every partlcle” of wealth is now col-
& to form a nucleus tm- a crowd, ete. le¢tively nroduced. The overthrow. of Capital-

controlled by the Press Committee should be
addressed to the Literature Committes, Box
98, Haymarket P.0., N.5.W.

biting off‘hi# own nose.’’ That was meant
for you, working snﬁ



J “

.DIENOT AOTION.

WAKE UP AT LAST.

bl (B Climber'’).
Notwithstanding the gibes thrown at the
- tollers employed In the Public Service of {he
Comnionwealth, re thelr lack of moral courage.
elc., the Linemen’s Unlon has just had the
audaclty to demand that thelr salarles: gbhall
bo Increased and that the depgrtment shall
grant them reforms pecullar to their Jjob.

‘When-I say’ the unlon, I do not intend it to ne

meant thdt the higher pald “Johnnles” within
{ta ranks favoured the proposal, but they did
“not_dare fo openly dppese it, althougn they
endeavoured to side track members
s ¥ onal objections.

Eround
Now o few remarjs upon the demands made
on Webster of the"i_gn.h.w_vﬂll serve to show
that & _more militant and direct: pollcy shauld
be advocated amongst the low pald  pola
climbers, and lnd\eed in very -branch-of Mr.
Websater's service)
all others, have been gulled by that greatest
ot all sops thrown to the worker—Arbjtration.
The writer was an arbitrationist, firmly be-
lleylng that this self-same dope was the long
looked for panacea for all our troubles. Dis-
“flusionment has quickly been my lot; and
when [ take another dose of this kind T will
be sure that the toller will not be valued on
what it costs to keep”him just avle Lo’ earn
more profits for master. No matter what de-
signation your employer may fasten to himsell,
he is master all the same, whether he bs o
private person or a Labor Government.

I am digressing, but many poor beggars think
that a Government job is the greatest job one
can have. Let me disillusion hem. Now

- when you get thls job you have to pay 7/6'to

go through the exam,, besides doing the hard-
est day's work of your life. With a cunning-
ness which the outside employer must envy,
the examination sets one man agalnst hia
brother to delve in the ground, swing the axe
and sdze, clamber up poles, and bullock for
elght solld hours. He that bullocks bardest,
of course, gains the most marks for the ex-
‘amination i3 competitlve. The pass marks
are half of the lotal marks that are lald down,
and even though a8 man be entlrely new (o the
work, it the examiner thinks he !s & gouod
enough bullocker he just lets hlm through. All
this for a princely salary of £138 per annum,
or 8710 per dlem of 83 hours,

This munificent sum Is pald for one year

- when the toller obtalna an Increment of £6 a
year, it he has pleased his superlor officers
and has not been caught under the many reg-
ulations manufactured by the well pald heads

. to protect themselves. Scleniific sabotlage, it
fact, . ]

* Oat ‘of his princely income the regulations
enforce that he shall Insure himself for ap
amout not less than £150, to draw at sixty.
The writer has made Inquiries amongst his
fellows, and from their answers he has struck
an average an It amounts to £% 5s yearly,
thereby reducing the salary to £123 per an-
num. . -

Now, roll up, you down and outs, for a’

Government job. These conditions apply to

the whole general divislon. So come along
and grab these Jlobs; you'll be able to live
two-thirds of the year on the salary.

We are demanding £162 per annum; no
work with non-unionists; reforms regarding
insurance and the relnstatement of a fellow-

worker victimised by the department. Also
wo demand our fares when working away
from our usuval place of work.

This is a start and- we are causing soma
trouble to the powers that be, as they are

shifting themselves some, and are moving the

Arbitration Court. The resolution embody:

lfg these demands was carried unanimously

by the largest ‘meeting ever held In the
union's history. Though we are not sufficlent-

Iy organised Its good to find the fighting

—apiclt_predominant.

Kindred unlons within the Postal Servico
have assured us of thelr Intention to glve ua
thelr materfal and moral support.

Now & word, re organisation. The one big
union idea waa never 2 greater want than It
is today. Within the Postal service there
are no less than 13 different organisations,
“each Intent on its own particular feabite,
There i3 ho central organising and fighting
executlve. No co-ordlnatlon among these
unions even politically, there are manitest dif-
ferences and what I8 more lamentable, al-
though somewhat amusing, there is a great
difference socially in ‘the minds of- those who
are in the clerical and professional divislons.
* Each and every branch of this service, which
‘embraces 20,000 workers has sémething in
cominon, and there should be no divisions in

_any matter, _Sectional committees conld be
formed to advise a central executlve on &ny
_ matter pecullar to any section. For instunce,
take the telegraph-and telephone services,
comprising telegraph operators, telephone
operators, mechanics, and ‘linemen;. in -the

main. Here we have four different branches

of the service; umn_g'h each and every one is
absolutely dependent on the others in the suc-

“cesalul working of these services. Naturally

on -the .

The postal workers, like -

~one would think-that-these branches.and parls’
ot the whole were unlonistfeally bound to-
gether for nggressive and defensive purposes,
but such ls not (he case, and there is at pre
sent no cohesion at all. . L ; '

In fact,"We hardly know one andtaer And |

where any matter affecting the whole is nt
slake ench and everyone of these sectional or-
ganlsations works On Ité own; and nathrally
1he powers that be have in & sense no sustain-
cd pressure put upon them. It has béed known
for a different answer-to be made to differ-
ent unions 8o practically the same matter sub-
/milted. s 2

Now, you postal slaves, get the Omne Big
Unlon idea Into- your heads, and for your
own sake work and inculcate this jdea
amongst those wjth whom you work. Do it
on the-job, and o 1t every dly. Insinuate
your ldeas upon-those whom you deem to be
most susceptibly -to them, The bralns are
there; THEy nre  waiting—to—de—oxpli
Dissatisfaction is rampafit; sow your seeds
now. Plck out the s'ut;lazix:tesI and onde you

‘ get- them Interested do ndt fear for the re-
sult. Most postal workers think they dre a
dead lucky crew. Get that out of their heads.
Organise and put the idea_of One Big Union
amongst. the most  downtrodden ones. Go
gently for a start, and' be sure you fave your
facts marshalled. “Showr theze poor discon-
tented public slaves how the great and bene-
ficlent Labor Government sclentifieally sabot-
‘ages them every day "with bundy .clocks, Eee-
tions 40- and 46, and the numererous regula-
tlons and circulars. Show him the power for -
aggressive purposes he would have if the pos-
tal ‘service combined and forced from their
masters some of the reforms we have been
agitating -for zectlonally for years. :

Linemen, mechanics, telephone, and tele-
graph operators, now is your chamce. Even
Billy Webster ¢an seo the need of lt; for
the sake of the under-dog get a move on. You
have had the name of crawlers. spongers, and
lickspittles long enough. Show to the public
yuu have the guls. Combine and yeu shsll
nave complefe contrel of the job. Remem-
ver, union Is strength, and a chain i3 of nv
use with missing links. . Join up, and remem-
ter the words of Karl Marx, “Workers, unite;
you have mothing to lose but your chains;
you have s wotld to gain.’

© WAGE WORKERS AND TAXATION.
g

Taxatlon, the bigh cost of living, and who
pays for the cost of the war, are topics thal
interest the politiclan in Parllament, the fel-
low who wants to get there, the business men,
farmers, and those who go to make up the
explolting class of the capitallst system. In
addition to the above, labor men who repre-
sent ‘labor bewail the fact (as they claim)
the present adminfstration ls not pulting taxa-
tion on the right shoulders.

We are not Interested in the guarrel be-
twixt the “reudal-minded,” land-owning and

' the modern commercial explolters as to which
gection shall pay the lion's share for the war
of thelr own creation; that is thelr business,
When we hear Labor men making statements
that wages are taxed, we should bave the ex-
planation where and how.

It is essentinl that the representativeés of
labor should slate defnitely if the workers
are explolted on the job by the employer who
buys thelr labor power, or at the shop whera
‘He buys.the necessaries of life; on those points
taxatlon must stand or fall as a working-class -
‘remedy. g -

The fundamental principles lald down in.

working-class economics is: First, that labor
power applied te the natural resources is the
creator of all values; . secondly, that the
“goclally necessary” labor time embodled in a
commodlty determines ita yalue; third, that
commodities, generally speaking, exchange at
thelr value ln a world market. The law’ of
supply and demand so operates that com-
modities may exchange above or below their
value. This ¢an only be temporary, for If
—tommodities-are-sold below thelr yalue capl
tal ls withdrawn [rom that indusiry and less
of these commodilles are preduced; II com-
moditles are sold ‘above their value, more
caplital is Invested and a greater number of
those ditles is producad Iy
In efther case the market again becomes nor-
mal ahd these commodities are again sold at
their value. Fourth, labor power is a com-
modity, and as such’ls exchanged on the labor
market at Its value; labor power fis subject
to the law of supply and demand llke other
commoditles. If there s & scarcity of laber,
wages rise, the worker can demand more than
the subsistence level: In other words, his
standard of living is ralsed. When the labor
market 1s aver-:nnp][.ed, there is a tendency
for wages to fall, and the worker's standard
of living is lowered. This, too, is only tem-

~porary—for-i-the-price of lahar s high in a

district, lzbor will naturally flow In that -di-
rection; on the other hand; If the price of
labor power Is low, labor will withdraw until
ihe labor.‘market is again normal. Trade Un-
lonlem is a factor in Emveminx labor from

selling below Its valde and was the principal  Speeding-up schemes are’put forward in  Printed and Published by J. B

cause for trade unlons being' established.
Now, If commotlities exghange at thair

v

«
. _xalue, L

the “soclally. necessary” labor time
embodled in thém, 18bor power is-also-a-com: _
“modity; and its value ls determined By - the
gocially - neceasary” labor time In keeplog -
Inbor officient te produce more wealth angd
reproducing its kind. Will mot labor power .
“exchange In direct relation with other com-
moditfes? If the commodities necessary. for
tho upkeep of labor rise in value, whl-aot -
the value of libor power 'also rise cofres:
pondingly? This is proved by the fact tbat !n
countries where commodities are cheap, labor
is also cheap; if commodities values are
high, the value of labor .power is aiso high.

If labor ‘power is exchanged at its value,
where, how, and to what extent ars the work-

. ers explolted? The workers are exploited
wheré they produce—on the walerirent, fleld,
shop, factory, or mine,
labor power, or when labor power 1§ appled
. to the raw malerial,  commodities are ' pro- -

1 d_ the rate of explofiation s the dif-
ference’ between the amount pald™inm waj
and the money value of those commoditivs
when, put on the marke_L According to
Bulletin of Labor Statistics, U.S.A. (1011},
only 174 per. cent, of the entire preduct of
labor was pald In wages; 821 per cenl be-
Ing-surplus value (or unpaid labor tlme), ap-
propriated by the owners of the commodities
labot_produced. It is at this point In capitai-
ist production ‘the workers must find the
remiedy; *1abor mus? have more of (bat su.-
gplus value. Tbis ¢dn be done by organising
industrially so that labor can get inercased
wages, shorter hours, and better conditions
generally. ;

‘Where, then, does "taxatlon of wages" come
in, and by ‘what method s it lmposed? What
i3 the mondy derlved [rom taxation princi-

* pally used for? ls not the greater part of it
vied to build and for the upkeep of navies,
armles, police, law; and courts, judges, gaols,
and all that repressive force which protects -
the wealth stolen from the ° working-class’

. Taxation at best can only be'a temporary re-
lief; it is not & working-clasa problem and ean
well be left to amateur ¢économists, and small

_‘_Ehopkeepera. . To use. an “Americanism,"
SCISSORBILLS and COCKROACHES, You
cannob i the working-class by abel-

ishing the customhouse.

This may be all good theory, say the labor
representatives, -but what about monopoiles?
Do they not Inflate prices? Well, cannot we
stop them by legislation, direct actlon, or apy
other method under the present system?
FEvery stodent of Industrlal history knows that
monopolles, trusts, ete., are the logical out-
comie of the colpetitive capitalist system, and

. {

are y for or| fop. of capi-
talist production; they have a Iu 10
perform.

Tazxation will not hurt monopolles—he that
owns has economlc control. '

The working-class must combat the mono-
polies, and by superior organisation only can
théy de It. Let Labor organise the greatest of
all -mdnepolies—THE ~INDUSTRIALLY-OR-
GANISED GIANT LABOR TRUST. The
brain and muscle of labor has created all
wealth, the workers must organise as a class
to soclally own, and democratlcally control,
the industries and the wealth they have pro-
duced.

Let qur motte:. be: THE WORLD'S:
WEALTH FOR THE WORLD'S WORKERS.

. —"The Watersider" (N.Z2).

E. Sills writes from’ Canberra:—

-1 see by "Direct Action" where Theoduse,,
Acting-Premler of Queensland, is kicking the
man that' made him. I happen to know this
Theodore, and remember the time a [dw years
ago when he was doing his bit In the lcan
Mine, Queensland. He wrlggled. from miner.
to organiser of the A.W.U., a much nicer
_ Job than working in the bowels of the ‘earth
gouging out tin for John Moffat and Coy.
From organiser he was selected Lo conlest
Parllamentary honors with another onetime
“Labor man; by the name of Mlok-Woods. He
wos elected for this district, and now here
he Is trying to fit the shackles on his" one-
time comrades and creators, but, Theodore,
"everyb dog has his day,” and yours is
come. * ;

- . . - »

'Things at Canberra are very sheky at
present; ‘slaves seeking a master would do
well to shy clear of this place. The sewerage
works have been shut down, throwing a com-
slderable number of men out of employment.
Numerous other jobs here are also economls-’
Ing by sacking men.

. . . .

I aee Tom Barker is to enjoy his freedom
again. It just shows and broven what power
the workera posscsa if they would only use
it at the right time.

When we sell our- .

e

]

Capital: Karl Marx, 3 vol,, 8/- per vol.
-Anciend Society: Morgan, Bound, 6/, -
Valug, Price and Profit: Marx, Bound 2., a

Paper, 6d. |
Evolution

- ‘of I-'rnper:y'_:-'l,,‘{m.g,ié‘ Bou d.“
Thio Militant- Prolotariat: Lowis. Bousd,

2/. ‘
The New Unionism: Tridon. Papor, 1/5.
Sabotage: Pouget. Bound, 2/-; paper,

/- :
Sabotage: Ii. G. Flynn, paper, 3d.
IL.W.W, History, Structure, and Methods:

St. John. Puper, 3d. 5
Revolution and the LW.W.: Pease. Paper,

d.
Eleven Blind Leaders:

B. H. Williams,

2aper, 3d.
Political Socializm, or UToturing the Gov.— 7

ernment: Nilson. , Paper, 3d.
Revolutionary Unionism: E. J. B, Allen,
Paper, 2d.
Why the A'W.U. Cannot Become an In.
dustrial Union: Alex, George. Paper

3d. . 3
Industrial Efficiency and Its Antidote; -
T, Glynn. Paper, 2d.
I.W.W. Songs: Paper, 3d.
Summary of Marx's Capital: Hazel, 24,
The Diesel Motor: Frankenthal. Taper, '
1d. L
Industrial Unionism: 8t. John, 1d.

SYDNEY LOCAL.

Meectings, &c.

Street  Propaganda ot Bathurst and
Liverpool Streets every Friday and Sat.
urday Evenings, at 8 p..; also Sundsy
Evcning, af 7,

Meetings in Hall:

Sunday, 8 p.m.—Propaganda. ;

Wednesday, 8 p.m.—Economic Class,

Thursday, S p.m.—Business Meating,

Saturday Evening.-<Speakers’' Class,

Also Public Meeting every Sunday Af

tersidon in the Domain, '

SUBSCRIPTION BLANK

For

... “DIRECT ACOTION"
Enclosed’ please find P.0. for 4s, for
which-—please send ‘'Direct Action” for

o
one year to the following address:—

v

Address. ....

Fillitin NOWI
DO IT NOW|

Subscribers are requested to watch the
number of their paper. Pgst Office regw-
lations will not allow us to mark issue
'Expired” as hitherto,

THIS IS NUMBER

.84.

IF YOUR SUBBCRIPTION EXPIRES,
WITH THIS ISSUE, PLEASE RENEV.

TO SHEARERS, SHED-HANDS, WOOL
PRESSERS, AND COOKS OF NSW:

This ls to certify that meetings bave beedt .
held In the following,centres, at which it B#
been decided to hold out for increased rates:—=
Walgett, Marge, Narribel, Mungindl, Bourkt,
Cobar, Brewarrina, Wurtln]da'}'(}m’m’aalhfm'
Coonamble. The rates demanded are:—

Shearers, 30/- per 100.

Shed hands, £3 per week, with keep.

‘Wool-pressers, Td. per cwt, or £4 per w
with keep, i

The shearlng has been practically held ¥
in these districts, The shearers are deter
not to budge until the increases haye been o
ceded,

J. HARTLY, Chalrman.
P. F. SCOTT, Secretary-
Bushman's Home, Moree,

July 31at. .
——

Subseribers who do not receive thele
“Direet Action*’ regularly snd pros

are ted, to write to the 13

_ Briefly, the.reason for unemployment

is that there are not enoigh jobs to go

-aroun-d. What nl-:ont a shorter work-day
& - - - .

the interests of the boss. You and he
‘have nothing in eommon.

and give particulars, so that he msy-
steps to get the matter remedied.

‘403 Sussex Street, Sydney, 02
the’ Industrial ‘Workers of the



