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Set Barkef Free.

Representatives from the LW.W. ‘visited
Tom Marker at Parramatta Gaocl last weel.
Barker looks well and seems to be in the best
of spirits, It takes more than the environ-
.ment of & capitaliat  bastille - to damp the
gpirlts of a working class Tebel. Lynx-eved
warders, of course, Were present, and matters
pertaining to his case were not allowed to be
discussed. Barker, I:Ilowevcr. appearﬂﬁ to be
opiimistic with regard to his release In the
mear future. Lel's see to it that hls confidence
{n the working class has not been misnlacéd_
Agitation aund publicity by word and action
are what are needed. Barker Is nol whining
sbout his sgntence and is “doing his bic”
cheerfully and with a brave heart. It i all
the more incumbent, therefore, on thoze mili-,
tanis who are OUTSIDE the walls of the pri-
“An Injury to one should be
the concern of all'! .

Resolutions and’ protests have falled once
more in this ecase, as they nearly always- do.
“An vye for an eye, and a tooth for & tooth,'”
should henceforth be the maxim ofthe LW.W.,
as of uil other class-conselous workers, until
Barker is again free.

son fo do theirs,

Commenting on the circular sent by the
Minister for Defence to the varlous organisa-
tions which have protested In the case, the
“Navvy" of June 6, says:—

TOM BARKER AND SENATOR
PEARCE.

“We publish below copy of a letter recelved
from Senator Pearce in reply lo ong of pro-
test sent along by us against the sentence cf
twelve months' imprisooment conferred upon
Fellow-worker Tom Barker,

“Senator Pearce admits that he alone must
auwthorise proceedings., Just so. But after
carefully reading Mr. Pearce's letter, this
writer can only come to the conclusion that
Mr. P'varce is attempting to apologise for .a

__wrong committed,

“In any ease this wrlter ls'Drepared to say
that having had more military experlence thanm
Senator Pearce wlill ever have, Tom Barker
shoulil be allowed to criticise current events.
Why not?’ Has Mr. Pearce read Federal Han-
sard? If he has, why doesn’t he get to work
on some of his fellow-Senators? Say, Fer-
Or again, he could start om -M:H.R.
Yates, of Adelaide, who quoted an article
from Glasgow ‘Forward,'. which was reprinted
in the leading Labor weekly paper of New
South Wales. £

“Many people, besides thls writer, are of the
same opinlon as Tom Barker. This writer Is
Drepared to send mewspapers contalning facts
more shocking than ever have appeared in
‘Direct Actlon,' "

The following letter has been recelved from
the Federated Minlng Employees' Association
of Australia, Lyell Branch:—

Gormanston {Tas.),
June 5, 1916,
Mr. T. Glymn, :
Secretary Barker Defence Committee,
Haymarket, Sydney.

Dear Sir~I have been Instructed to for-
ward you fthe following resolution that was
carried at special meetings of the Lyzll
branch F.M.E.A. of Australia; nlse to Inform
You that coples of the same have been ment
e the Minister of Delence, and the member

. for Darwin, King O'Malley.

RESOLUTION.

“That this organisation. protests agaimst the
Incarceration of Tom Barker and Louls Klau-
8en, for committing no other crime than tell-
Iog the Truth, and ecalls upon the Federal
Labor Governmant to liberate the abovemen-
tioned, algo demanding of King O'Malley to
work to this end, as it is the duty of a Labor
Government to preserve and not curb the
liberties of the working class.”

Yours in unity,
-{Bigned) E. SKILLERN,
Secretary,

—
—_—

Drsp!edlng up on the job .means !ncreaaer]
mnﬁt: for ‘master and increased unemploy-
*0t amongst wage workers, Slow down.

* {rial’ organisation”;

e

= i

Last week we examined (In order io asrer-
tain the possibilities of success for the LW.W.
in -"bérlng from within* the craft unlons)
the constitutlon and objectives of the. Typo-
graphical ~Associatlon-—-and - the - Federaled
Storemen and Packers’ Union of” N.S.W,

We will now take (having the same pur-
pese In view) the objectives ot the AmalgaA
mated Rallway and Tramway Service Asso-
clation of M.\,

On the cover of its rule-book it imprints
the striking legend: "All men are brethren!"
This clearly shows that the IJV.W. {s in error
in postulaling a Class Struggle. The first
clause of the LW.W. preamble states: "The
working-clazs and the employing class have
nolhing in common.” This dees not squarc
with the “brotherhood of man” &cursj as pro-
pounded by the ART.S.A. Consequently the
latter organisation will be much obliged if
the LW.W. will kindly delete the first clause
of its preamble.

The ART.S.A. is registored under :the
Trade Union Act, 1851, and the Industrial Ar-
bitration Act, 1912,

Among the objectives of this association Is
the fellowing:—"To secure to every member
the full results of his or her industry by &
consistent and complete industrial organisa-
tion, by the Industrinl and cconomic educgtion
of members, and by every legitimate means.”

This seems to'be much In advance of the
objectives of many unions, Most union mem-
bers are so warm-hearted and generous that
they do not seem to care whether they get
the full results of their “labour or not, but
would far rather the boss took the major por-
tion. ‘The bass, always willing to oblige, does
not d!s;lppol‘ll them In this respect.

The A.RT.S.A. alms then Lo secure Lo every
member.the full results of hls or her Indus-
try (labour?) by a consistent and complete
industrial organisation . . .‘and by every legi-
timate—means.  In.the F.S.P.U. opbjectivis.
quoted last week, we bumped up against the
same insistence that the means adopted for
Labour's emancipation must be “legitimate.”
(These cralt unlons seems 1o cepy ane from
another.) If by “legitimate” is meant “legal”
menns, we are afraid that the boss's law can-
ot be stretelied and. strained to give the
A.R.T.S.A. the full results of its industry. So
lang ag the last-named organisation is content
to ereep and crawl to the boss's law, it can-
not have a “consistent and compiete” indus-
it cannot “educate its
members, Industrially and economically”; and

.its So-called “legitimate means” are a deluston

and & snare!

Think of a working-class organisation, rob-
bed at the point of productlon of [rom one-
fifth to two-thirds of what it produces, insist-
ing that the nfeans adopted for stopping this
robbery be “legitimate!”

Truly has il been stated lh:_il the working-
clngs of medern times Is the most servile
and degraded known to history. Chattel-
slaves were kings and conquerorg compareil
to modern “wage slaves."

The objectives of the ART.SA. go on to
yearn legitimately to secure a “sherter work-
ing day.” Well, why not take it? No power
on earth can make the association work elght
hours it it will only work six! As the old
proverb saya: "You may lead an ass lo the
water, but you cannot make him drink.”

Tg\ “take’” a shorter working day would not,
however, be. “legitimate.” It Is omly "legiti-
mate” when the boss “glves” It, As the boss
never wlll “give” untll he Is cninpe]led. anl
as the A’R.T.S.A. never can acquire the neces-
sary power “legitimately,” we arrive at n

deadlock which makes (so'far as securing the

full results of ‘industry go) the AR.TSA'®
objectives not worth'the paper they ara print-
ed upon!

However, tliere is stlll hope, for the A.R.
T.S.A. advocates-the“astablishment of Ona
Big Unijon for all railway and tramwa:
ployees”* “Transport,” however, as defined
by—the LW.W.,—covers-much -more-than rall
and tramway trafic. For one thing, it em-
braces.“marine” transportation. In this re
spect, the brains of the AR.T.S.A. are out

derstand far better the necessitles of Labour
organisatian!

The abjectives of the A.RTS.A. go on to
“collect, collate and -disseminate Information
calculated to lmprove the uﬂ.'iu[ency of mem-
bers as workers in the railway and tramway
services.” Here we have further evidence of
the “crawling” tactics of this organisatioin.
To collect information, not to aid Iin securing
members' Industrial emancipation, but to
make them more efficient workers. Somebody
please pin a eard on to the ART.S.A.—
“Please kitk me!"

‘This organisation goes on lo “promote in-
dustrial peace and efliciency by all amicable
means, including centiliation and arbitra-
ten.” Ha! bal LW.W.! Where now is your
Class Struggle ? What price “Direct Action” -
and “Sabotage” now? Let us promote Inaus-
trial peace and efficiency by all means, for we
receive only from one-fifth 10 one-third of what
we produce! :

The final*objective of the ART.S
other piece of unconscious lrony gon-
erally in industrial matiers to aseist the work-
ers of all classes by every legitimate means
in thebr struggle for industrinl emancipation.”
[il(hu\xto we have Iaboured under the beliel
that thore is-only one working class.. The
nbm‘e"orgmsisalinn nifght “assist™
by scrapping its union objective
ing upon Industrikl union lHoes!

Well, I have finished my examination of the

ART.S.A's nolions of the Class War! RLY.
—1 seem to have-been in a. graveyard, scan-
ning the inscriptions on tombstones! God

help labour when' thete are the “objectives™
of unions! God help the children! Does not
the AR.T.S.A. know that yon ca&n't have ome-
lattes without breaking eggs? No Class War,
no seguring the full result of industry! This
“peace at apy price” “‘union” reminds one of
the old rhyme:—
“Mother, may 1 go out to swim?"
“Yes, my darling daughter;
Hang your clothes on a hickory limb,
“But don't go near the waler.”
The AR.T.SA. wanis to swim In the ™full re-
sults of industry” without golug near the
troubled waters of the Class War! Can't be
done, A.R.T.S.A.! Men of much higher brain-
power than-is evidenced in the composition
of your “objectives” kave tried that game, but
without success. Be Men, not Mice! Don't
“crawl" and ‘*creep’” to the boss, but Etand
erect In the dlgnity of your manhood! Might
is Right! Remember
“The good old rule, the simple plan,
That they shall take who have the power,
And they shall keep who can!”

You have the 'pnwel‘. properly organised, to
“take™ all you produce. Your work is not to
promole industrial efficiency, not to rely upon
conciliation and arbitration, but to so improve
your industrial organisation that the prepond~

-erance of powér shall bo upon your side!
Then' let the boss keep your produce if he
can! Ge! to it, ARTSA.! “You bave noth-
ing to lose but your chains: you have a world
to gain!"

A. E. BROWN.

DEMONSTRATION AGAINST

which recenily assem-
bled in Melbourne to consider the question of
conscription, Is at present In Sydney on pro-
paganda bent.

A mass meeling i to be held In the Sydney
Deomain on Sunday next, 18th Inst., which will
be addressed by speakers from various trade
unions, the LW.W. and the Socialist Parly.
Resolutions agalnﬂl Conseription are to be
submitted to the meeting, which is expected
to be one of the largest ever held in the.Dn-
main. Workers, roll up and lodge your pro-
Lest. #The genger-of-Conscriptlon Is very real,
a::d is threatcning to destrey the few rem.
nants of liberty which the workers possess.

. . . B .

Why do the conscriptionlst parsons and
pulpiteers cut the word “mol” out of the “th
Commandment? Christ only knows!

. triets, it is quite clear that

And The Post-office.

Last week attention was drawn to -the non-
delivery of “Direct Action” to subscribers.
Since then numerous complainta have comle
to hand. From the number of these complaints
which bhave come in from the Metropolitan
area and letters arriving: from country dis-
“our” democratic
Labor Govermmment is agaln at the bottom of
some scheme to down LW.W. propaganda.

We know that LW.W. propaganda is "ob-
jectionable™ [rom the slandpoint of ‘exploiters
and politicians. If it were nol s0 there would
be little jusiification and less sense in con-
tinuing it. But while this is go It may be
pertinently’ asked why exploiters and politi-
clans raise such a deafening howl on the
score of saboiage when they themselves nre
such adepts at the gentle art. For the P.O.
authoritiecs—no doubt at the instigation eof’
“higher-ups’—to accept money for postage on
papers which they never Intended to deliver,
iz an gRample of sabotage which, unfortunate-
ly, the greal majority of wagé-sluves have Tat
yet learned to Imitate where THEIR Interests
are concerned.

The oftener these  examples of Sabotaze
aceur, However, the greater Is thelr tendency
to inculeate suggestions for retaliation. Per-
haps it would be wise for those responsihle
to remcmber that Sabotage I8 a’ powerful
muzzler, but one which fits any dog.

The ‘Sun’s’ Advice,

“The workiman must give up thinking or
saying that he does not care a row of beans
what profit the business returns. He istaught
by more blethersome and astuter men than
himzell to take the wall-eyed view that -In-
creased profit i no geod to him, because it
all goes 1o the boss'"—Sydney “Sun” Quile
%0; the worker must: give up “thinklng or
saying” anything which does nol harmonlse
with what the capitnlist press would like to
have him think and say, even if the latler Is
against all his personal experience as well as
his common sense.”” “Direct Action” will pre-
sent the largest leather mgj in Sydney to
the working #nss organisation’ which is pre-
pared to come forward and ‘say that the boss
has ever shared wup his "Increased profts”
with its members. Faillog that, the *‘Bun”
might start a referendum on the subject and
get the average worker's experlence on the
matier. To begin with, It might start with the
slaves of the Shipping Companies. After that
it might go on 'with the large Industrial, com-
merclal and foanclal establishments in Syd-
ney where juvedile and female labor is sweat-
ed on starvation wages while profita and divi-
dends are gloriously soaring. If the “Bun” is
still convinced that these workers are taking
a "wall.eyed” view of the matter, It mi¥
take & glance at the munitlan [actorles in
Great Dritaln, where slaves of* all ages and
both sexes are slaving from 80 to 100 hours
per week for a mere living wage, while share-
holders are making fortunes in a week. Yes,
no dpubt it would admirably sull explofters
and thefr“press it the workers would think
of nothing but WORK, and sny nothing b\u.
the Lord's prayer. *“At present,” adds (I
Sun,” “they are too often persuaded that in-
dustrial dishonesty Is admigable.” The “Bun*
knows that the boss doesn’t need any persua-
slp]‘l on that score.

ee—

It you are satisfled with “Direct Aclien T Mnr
not-get s subscriber?
* » .
Bulld up the' sub, list, fellow-workers. It ja
the nucleus of the One Blg Unfon In Australia
- . -

Slow daown on the job and don't scab on
the unemployed.

"B_‘; - Frqﬁ Wiﬂiin ,—d‘nmmhpmon.-wlth wkfarm;.rand.:who_ua-__.___. “Dir?c t/j fﬁ(Tn"'__
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‘The Greatest Curse.’

“The' LW.W. is the gredtest eu of
any country.”  So suith Melbowrne ©*Ar.
gus,”’ recently, or, at least, it fals
tributed that stalement to & wember
the - Federal  Parliament,  referenes
to which is made ésewhere in these
columns. The " Argus,””  however, b
licves the statement, and is right-——{rom
its point of view

After all what is country ' A por-
tion of the planet separated m the rest
only by an imaginary geographical boun-
dary; so when the *“Argus'’ speaks of the
LW.W. or anything or anybody being
““a curse” to inert matter, we know it
must mean something else.

The LW.W. then is tht grealest eurse
to whom or to what?,

Let us see.

In each of these ‘‘countries’” there is o
socicty composed of two classes—the lub-
oring elass and the non-laboring - elu
produéers and non-producers, the class
which produces all material wealth and
those who ““Loil not neither do thei spi
Now, those of the former-cluss

. urally be a bl
far without their v could not
exist; and as all members of the 1LW.W.
belong to this class, what does the ““ Ar-
gus’’ mean when it says_we are a eurse!
Obviously, a curse to the elass which the
“Argus’ represent$ and the whole horde
of political, judieinl, professional, and
Journalistic parasites who help to  per-

etunte the system upon which that elass
hrives. .

The LW.W, then, according to their
paint of view, is a '‘eurse,”” a '‘post,’’ a
‘‘disgrace,”” a “‘menace,”” and what.not
—and in that fact lies the justification
for the IW.W.'s existence. )

Unlike the great mass of workers out
of whose toil and suffering the support-
ers and adniivers of the ““Argus’’ derive
oll material blessings, the members of the
LW.W. refuse to allow themselves to be
caught in the mesh of metaphysieal ab-

= ' “nation,
i “state,’’ ete., whieh
capitalist press so dearly loves to en-
large upon.  They think in terms of elnss
interests, and act in-nceordance  thoere-
with., They declare that parnsites are a
earse, n pest, and 1 menaee too whnt | is
called the socinl organism (another ab-
straction, by the way), just as the same
filthy” phienomena are a curse to the pha
iua! organism. They Rave deelared thei
intention to edueate their class up to the
same mental outlook, and will spare no
pains, adopt any mcthods, cabeulated to
achieve the end in view, namely, the de-
struction of parasitism.

Yes, the LW.W. is n curse to what the -

““Argus’ conceives as the “‘cotntry’’:
and a-curse it intends to remain untftthe
day it detelops sneh foree. and ngpl;!ﬂ'l
that it will blast the system for which the

““Argns'’ stands to economic damnation. ;

Tneidentally,Ywe are grateful to

"*Argus’’ for its tribute of praise,

the

Beware when the master class speaks of
& “prosperous” Australla. It Is what the bur-
glar means when he looks forward to a suc-
cessful geason. 2 =

ompri

the

_ complimeniary cpifhets and | proves
suceceding only in bringing the LW.W,

Holmn At The Barrier

.« “Barrier Miner,” of May 31, in its
leading artiele made a vicious attdek on
the LW.W. for the reception it ‘aceorded
PPrergier Holman on his recent visit there.
The article is too long to quote in full, but
ity nature may be understood by  the
‘following letter in veply by Fellow-Work-
1, which subsequently appeaved in
ier Daily Truth’;—

THE LW.W. AND THE *‘MINER."

Sir,—Allow e n little space in your eolumns
apon the leading article of
I do not

to eomment briefly
“Barrier Miner'? of Wednesday last.
for one moment wish it to be thought that I
am attempling Ta Afkprove the sound-logie-or-to
refute the conclusiung arrived at by the tran.

achievement of modern enpitalist journalism re:
fhrrad to For ane to do so wouli be
impossible, 1o ntiept it ridiculous, s I o
ane of those people who are  “tintelle
and morally weak and phye
c to raise themselves nbove the To

nuntall;

st stentmn in the political  or  industriul
world. " ulterior motive  which
prompts th in that in  addition  to.
the nhuve T to the \;lilur of the

whuse desire is  pub-

* Miner, "
ity

will make thew leok big, hoy
eves of their fell en
of the LW.W. However, to our
our elditor makes a ¢
thone eontres of  insell 3
(From which category Drokin Hill is apparent
Iy oxcluded) ‘which have clevated the status of

., infamy, anything that

sver ugly in the
v
menbnr

il

the w nrner in Awvstralin above the sume
« in any other coue in the world !
Diraken Hill has o bad The bad name

nriges Trom the misconeeption th
“elraken Hill is populated exclusively by re
lutionnry Socialists, LWAV.'s nnd other peoplo
composing ANTLLABOR political parties dis-
guised thindy ns Lober sapporters’” The o
tal lotters 11 the preeceding quotation are m
for it must be evident that the *‘Barrier Min-
er’? s Fully qualified to judge as to what s
nd what is mot in the best interests of Labor
The **Barrier Minee's'” \mlir'm\_'.mu'rg.r and
unfailing devotion to the cause of Labor durinz
tho recent 44-hours? trouble is still fresh in the
minds of the workers of Broken Till. One has
only to review the recent history of the #* Min
e’ to appraize nt itd troe volue this sudden
cancern fur the welfare of Lapor. During the
nt strike the conteats of  the **Miner?!
were so antagenistie to thoe interests  of  the
strikers that they took steps to impede its eir-
ewlation; )g';\lu'n the “‘Miner’' at-
tenipts to instruct the workers we should know
that such irstruetion 3s meant to bonefit  not
the workers but their oppressors, To the LW,
W. is attributed the responsibility for Broken
ill’s bhad name, and our hearts nre glad; for
some of us have lived in other parts of Aus-
tratnnd - inothet countries of the world and
wherever we have pgone, Lroken Hill has been
apo holds of militant
unfonism=—n - plaee where injustice hos been re-
sisted and workir advancement  taken
place more quickly than in other contros ro-
ferred to nbove. Ta the § Miner'? this is o bad
name: to us it is good—so good, in fuet, that
I feel tempted to call down the blessings of all
the gods on the und v head of the ‘¢ Min-
er’s"! editor for paying the LW.W. sueh o
splendid though unintentionnl compliment, The
LW.W. is accused of doing its best to blacken
this community e eyes of the respeetable
warkin The
mnity in its true sense is not  applicoble to
Broken Hill or any other place in the o 1
worll taday., The population of Broken Hill is
el of two closses—one elass composed
of workers and another cluss- who live as parn-
sites upon the boeks of the workers.  The
WA, i composed of members of the working
claza who are out to organise themselves to get
power, and kiek the cxploiting ciass from off
their backs. In II‘I_\' ignorance 1 do not know
what constitutes  a **respeetable’”  working
man, but T have visions of what constitutes the
O Miner's't ddenl— nging, spiritless thing
who is content to submit to any indignity, work
all the Nowrs possible for o staryation wage, and,
when cirenmstances foree him, crawl on his
belly inte the Arbitration Coart, and ask for
a little more of what is being stolen from him.
Not one word of the article ix devoted to an
annlyeis of the principles of the LW.W, its
ohject and constitution. 2o limited is The men-
tnl eapneity of our editor that he confines him-
self to personal abuse of members of the TLW.
W. and nbuse of a kind which debars him
from criticising hnyone clse for transgressing
the eanons of good taste,  The editor would do
well to familiarise himself with the matter of
the mote and the beam, and take n lesson there-
from. T do not intemd to descend to personali
ties anent the' edifor of thp ‘*Miner,” although
I could do so. For instafico, I might cnlly him
uncomplimentary thinge, all of which might be
truo; but would not prove the @cnc_\' of the
LW.W. form of organisation. Tn the sameo
way, the editor smothers the TLW.W., with +n
nothing,
more

afor

e

neeordin

1 of ns one of the stro

s

men of Australia. word

com-

@

crownitg

. their fow

promineatly before the v;orkers of Broken Hill.
Abuse is not srgument, ‘and the LW.W. is not
afraid of in\'enlluluiol.}.ufu\rr.!,' otg,
FRANK F. WARD,
LW.W.: Hall,
Broken Hill,

The Spud Cocky’s

. Slaves.

Sl

“You ha' eaten our lives and our babus
and wives
v And we're told it"s your legal share;:
But—ii-blood be the priee. _of all  your-
wealth,
__Ciond _God! we ha' boug

aving bought fairly (2) a lot
wealth for the masters in wmy 20 odd ¥

of job-chasing round this planet, 1 el
know something of the priee  paid i
sweat and hlood of body and brain.

In my time 1 h debved  in their

lway euttings, rat-
ners,  sweated  in
arved in the

mines, dug in their
tedd in their wind-
their havvest fields,
gles, and even swelteved in their E
But now laving had o go at the potato
industry about Bungarce in Vietoria, 1
FYTINE d that 1 have plambed  the
depths of wage slavers, 1

There dre two ways of harvesting the

eulent tuber, namely, by hamd - dig-
ing with a fork, and by  horse  drawn
hines.  In the first ease (after buy-

AseS—Pri
Feonn Gelo to

ing your own fork in man
4761 you will get anytha
1s. o bag, aceording to the erop. 1f you
wei up and eook your own  breakf
about 5 aawe and work like hell till
Gopan. (aiter which you eook your. sup-
per) you will have made Gs. . Have
et old men who were smakineg as
as threerand toue shillingg s day.
eoxts 10d. or L1d. a Lb.  In their d
spudds hoiled in their skins: fovped “their
Ssiaple item of diet. (Cocky kbl ol
lows vou a billy of spuds a doy—froe!)

Tor pi up thehind a machine the
1 s poer day (and of eourse a billy
of spuds) and this is where the eficieney
comes I I there is any sweat hole npon
carth more effieient, T woulld like to see
it

In the paddock in whiel 1 had  the
Iioner to help keep the farmer md his
pily, there were four slaves following

the machine; myself, another fellow-
worker, and two bl The padedock
was earefully e d off inte  four
cqual parts, and this perfonficnee was
gone through,

At 7o inoal  Mr. o

s he
in his turn
nd from then
e kept as
up the
s are allowed i

mounts his juwn
up the puddoek, toeh s)
fulls in behined with a bag,
on L 12 nosn, botl hands
busy as aeloek’s inwirds p
spds. Not two see
Cwhich to straizhten su seientifie
is cockd ® wode of worki and «
slave stop to light his pipe he falls
hind in his task. One hour, 12 to 1 pan.
is allowed B whieh to run half or one
mile to a lousy hut, light a fire boil the
hilly, bolt some food and rush baek 1o
the paddock, there to go  throuszh the
saine performance at the tail of the jug-
e it till 6 pan., at which hour, it now
being too dark to see the spuds, slave is
released from his bandage.

Amd It me inform you, fellowslaves,
that of all the .\al:_\;p- I have ever tasted,
“this is the limit.

Did [ hear  someone  say
Well the aninial siinply ean't.

One d retting real mad, puss flew at
the nuichine and seratehed it hadly—re-
sult, sla compelled to pass a day in a
bug-infested hut, eating up  their own
tueker without till the  blacksniith
had repaired pussy’s serateh, Just here
I may mengihn that” thie coclies lock up

“at night and tie a dog to the

daor; verily, upon oecasion the

et breome o boomerang,  How-

as mysell and the other fellow.
worker were eoneerned, the job  didn’t
last limg: the juggernaut was often held
up at our end of the paddeck, and Mr.
Coeky compelled {o dismount and  pick
up his own spuds. {irowing weary there-
at, he sorrowfully parted with the few
bob eoming to us and informed us that
we could not work, '

This is the rotfenest industry T Tave
evgr struck;  unorganised, unedueated
slaves wander caveund  like travelling
seare-erows, scemitigly glad te work for

- little more than tucker. That  *““little
. more'’ they blow in on bad grog at way-
side pubs.  Bootless; foodless, and  half-
naked, they are glad of ‘the chanee 1o
erawl into the lousy huts provided by the
cockies just to earn food and shelter in
the cold weather prevailing at this time

L)
Tre-

“Aeaw "

*fowlhou
kitten

@

of year. Spineless, gutsless,

not a kiek
_In one place, being sev:h
in: num'l;er, we-made-a. do.—
igher price per-bag for dié—
ging, and whilst ‘we. argued with cocky

left in them:-
(*“wobblies!!
mand for a

three young slaves stopped in'the Pl
parently afrhid'to face the swenmit-l_ut(;‘f;
demand net being granted we walked of. -
immediately the three stiffs crawed gup:
and went on digging at the price e

turned down. They afterwards admitteq
they had only made 58, a day, ahd a ggy ¢
of 9 or 10 hours af that, < .

If ever I am caught ‘arcund the s
distriet agnin, I hu‘;e to be, \\'(‘]]:1?:1‘-{.!
scripted~—rather a phousaud times waylg
T rot in the capitalist’s bastilles than
ercate surplus value " for spud cockies
Over the portals of this industrey at pl-us:
ent ean with truth be written,  Abgy
don hope all ¥e who enter here,”

Yet, who knews? . Some—day, evep—
these wretehed slaves may wolke up ty
their-power, 1 in_thei i
demand at en
et they ean’t afford a sub®te “ A
o having obtained a eopy are too lii:Hl z
at night to read it. Still, just as hopeless
s as these have been edueated up to
consciousness; and if any  folloy.
ker is luckless enough to drift ingy
this field in the future, the' licht may
furthe predd. There is o vast ficld o
waork rad of us yet (not spud-digging
it wrganising and eduenting), so jot ye
gird up owr loing for the ficht and Jgo)
ta that day when to all g
shalt-he able to sing this vefrain:

You will eat bye and bye,

When vou've learned how to conk and

1o fry,

Chop some wood, "twill do you zood,

And you'll cat in the & weet hye and

he.

—THOMAS 0'C'OXNN

LW.W. Preamble.

The working cluss and the emploving clase
¢« nothing 10 common. There he no
¢ so long as hunger and want .
rwong mitlions of woarking people, and
o up the employing class
whie zood things of hife.

Detween these two classes a strugele must
gn on until the workers of the world organise
as a ciass, take possession of the ea:th and
the machinery of production, and abolish the
wage

make

system,
We find that the centreing of the manage
ment of industrics nto fewer and tew nds
m the trade unige: upable to cope with
the evers=-growing power the  eploying
The trade unions foster a state of ab
fairs which allow  one set of workers 1o be
pitted against another set of workers in the
same industry, thereby helping o defeat oae
amnther in wage wars.  Moreover, ghe trade
unlons aid the cmpioving class to wmislead the
workers inte the belie! that the working class™

of
class.

have interests in common = with their em
ployers,
These conditions can be changed and the

mwierests of the working-class upheld only by
isation formed in such a way that al
s in any one industry, of 15 all i
dustries, if necessary, cease work whenever 3
strike or lockout on in any  depanment
thereof, thus making ap injury to one an it
jury to all.
Instead of thycmtserv:nivc matto: A fair
a fair day’s work.” we must

o
av's wages for

insctibe  on  our | bammer the revolusionary
watchword : *“Aholition, of the .wage svstém.”
Tt is the histeric mission of the working:

class to do away with Capitalism. The atmy
of production must be organised, not only for
the evérvday struggle with capitalists, but akeo
1o carry on production when Capitalism sh
have been overthrown. - By erganising indus:
trially, we are forming thé structure of the
new society within the shell of the old.

FREMANTLE ACTIVITIES.

Hall, 35'Phillamoré Street. ]
Wednesday, 8 pm, at Hall: Leeturt' |
night. 3
Friday, 8 p.m, at Hall; Economic Clast
Saturday, 8 p.m,, at Hall: Business Meel-
ing.
Sunday Afterncon, 3 pa, Esplaads,
Perth: Propaganda. =~
Local § has now a library of up-to-daté
revolutionary economie working elss
literature at the Hall, and all rebels after
some mental dynamite are invifed to blow
in and help swell the ranks of the rebel
ATy, b : =

, I
SYDNEY HEADQUARTEES.

e bt

A1l concerned are notified that the &
dress of the Sydney Local is now i
sex Street, Sydney. Gorrespmd‘;u'
however, may still be addressed to 5%
98, Haymarket, *
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Barrier Notes.
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: THURSDAY, June 1.

Things are ‘going along good in Broken
11ill, but we have not yet achieved eman-
! jon, despite” the fact that we have
ored by a visit from Labor
tolman, 0f which more later.
-.mnlu-. May 21, LW, Larkin - de-
S l'mlﬂt'd “The Waorking
“and eondequent
Ton R ty, the  mect-
e was heltl in the Trades Iall, which
h;.'. three or -four times the seating en-’
of our own.” The Hal was
1 our fetlow-worker- handled his
o1 in masterly Tashion, helding  his
qiée right to” the end of o~
| lasted nearly two Bouws, o g
ition L0 the usual street moctings
now held on three . cvenings

W, Bd. Moyle, luntlcd L TReal
s Organisation in the * Min-
" The speaker pointed out
» of industrial over eraft
| progress towards emanei-
impossible until all’ workers
; industries  concenirated  their
o5 iu the One Big Union.

= stated above, Hl(l!\t‘u Hill has been

vis ol Lgbor Prender Holmam  to
wihen ncivie weleome was givén in the
Powe Hall, on  Tuesd: last, . My
~After =everal’ speuchos of
. had  been indulged . in
sentatives of the snoboeracy

city, including, amongst others,
meh supporters of Labor as the
wors’ Assoeintion.  FOAW. Me-
. lutely from the West, also wel-
. Holman, stating that his wel-
wanld -he more eordinl if Mr, Hol-
would pledee himself to  assist in
about the release of Tom Bark-
- was immediately ealled to order
et Maxor, who was in the chair, and
aicel that that was not the place for
mfters. It turned out eventually
Holman was ignorant (1) of
r's ineareeration, and also that
beowos wnable to de anything in the mat-
which eoneerned the Federal authori-

0 { i

FRANK F. WARD.

THE BISCUIT.

-

o of Mitehell, late Seerctary of the
d Eungine Driver and Firemen’s
ition, who is now employed by the
.Hwhcu L1l Proprietary Company as ad-
in industrial matters in the Arbi.
m Uourt. A more glaring ease of
iwchery. on the part of a Union leader
is reported in the “Maoriland Worker”
n-aTiTeent issue.

F:H President of tlic

Federated  Sea-

men's  Union, one Nixon, was aectu-
ally  engaged as assessor by the
ciployers  in " the Coneiliation Court.
His  position ~ was  challenged hy

the advoeate for the Union, but, necdless
to say, the objeetion was overruled. What
a typieal speeimen of Union leader Nixon

is may be pathered from the address he |

made to the Court. This working-class
champion *‘considered that the present
i nat a time for employers and em-
yees to be fighting one another' .. ..
“When men were at the front ﬁghtin'g
for the defence of these who stayed at
|H‘hlf‘ he considered it unwise to inerease
Another -Nixonian gem  was
- —**They shonld not take advantage
of the absence of their fellow-workers at
the front to try and foree up wages. He
s there to 4ry and protéet those \\Im
no one to represent their interests.”
Presumably, the “‘unfortunate’ bosses.
The hmm-_\' of the treachery of Union
‘st'lioiql.-s is one of the blackest in the
working-class movement. Usually, how-
ever, they had the grace to try and hide
their nnnehvr_\ behind at least o pre-
tenee of loyalty- to the workers’ inter-

sts, in} atest developments would ap-
pear to indicate that the Arbitration
Court is an institution which enables

them to come out and openly ““sell’” the
working elass in more senses of the word
than one,

The presiding . gent in the Arbitration
Cowt remgrked in this instance, when
ov vrmhm.r, the ohgoct;un to Nixon's ap-
Pearance, that he (Nixon) was an ‘““hon- |
~orable man." Yes, of cours-:- most hon-
orable according to the c:lplhllst s -
terpretation of the word. ‘The Union’s
'uhncmﬂ withdrew the - objection, and

"‘El'ﬂhmg in the garden,’’ that is, the
.}rhmntmll Court, was lovely. The
President of the Scamen’s Union is .no
doubt now pluming his feathers at  hav-
ing carned such o tribute. Mennwhile,
shipping companies are multiplying their
dividends and’ the membeis of the Union

well.

lectire

a Téeture was deljvered m “the—

A few issues ago we commented upin '

. v your unionism.™

Casey On Industrlal

‘Efficiency.

“Pwhat think ye of thls new craze Ior In-
dustrial Eficiency ¥ sez I i me frind Casey.

“Have lver ye heard the ery of a woll-
pack?’ sez he. abrupt, like.

“I ‘niver have, Casey,” sez [ with a slart,
glancing. nervously around. *“And te tell ye
the truth, if-1 did hear It, I would remove
mezell to some other spot with - infmejate
haste. But phwy ask ye this?"

“Pekase. the cry for Industrial Eficlency is

l;lr.* ory of -a woll when he gits his prey down _

and h‘af‘ea his fangs for the death-grip.”
= "The prey belng——17"" sez 1, as & policeman
hove in sight.

“The wurrking-class,” " sez Casey. “AV
coorse. " Don'L t}.{a:r' pro]_l:lca the wealth ay the
wureld? 1 _’1";5

“‘I‘hey do {hat, Case}"‘ sez I. “You and me
knows' that!"

‘Do they get ll"" sez Casey. g
Thr‘} do not,” sez 1, feeling in me ;mcl.u‘.
“Then, wouldn't'it be better to git the wealth

we already- projuce, before projucing cxtr} ™
cez he. 4
"It would that," sez L

"The wurrking-class iz eflicient on ivery day’

but pay-diy,” sez Cazey. "It projuces a suf-
ficieney all the wake, and |n..r-1\.nﬁ a deficiency
on Satiday.”

“More wages, Cusoy'." sez .

-"The immejate problem is to git rid av the
unemployed,” sez Casey. “Pwhat good \\'n_ul\l'
a rise of wages do ye, and how long could ye
Lkeep it, with all these unemployed yammer-
ing at the gate?

“How can we git rid of the unemploye
sez 1. 1
. "Kill 'em off,” sez Casey,

“PWHAT?" gez L

“Did iver ye hear how they killed Billy the
Beggar?” sez Casey.

“1 niver dil.” sez L

“Billy the Bepgar, ye onderstanil;
great cadger. He uzed to cadge from a certaln
nobleman. At 1 the nobleman zot vixed,
and employed a man 1o put Billy out av the
way. if ye plaze. Whiles after the nobleman
met the assassin, and he sez to him, sez he:
‘Did ye kill Billy?* ‘I did that,’ sez the as-
sassing ‘Billy the Beggar is now dead, and
niver will throuble yer honour agen!" ‘How—
how did ye kil him™ sez his honour, whire
to the lips. ‘I got holt av your honour's cash-
box,' sez the nssassin, 'nnd the money in it}
give to Biily, and so turned “Billy the Beggar~
into “Billy the Gentleman!' " Similarly, the
way {o git rid av the wmm[lluseu is tg 2it
thim to wurrk.”

“There ain’t enough jobs
round, Casey,” sez L

“Thin stretch thim and make thim go
round,” sez he.‘ “Rejooce your working-day by
ro many hours, and your working-week by so
many days—{if necessary) ontil Ivery-unem-
ployed man.is absthorbed into industhry. Thin
you can dictate your own lerms to the
bosses."”

" can't do ut, Cazey,” sez I;
isn't strang enough.”

“I'Il show you how to lncre’\se the stringth
sez he. “Git an Industrial
Union ehillalegh with a One Big Union knob
at the ind av it,” sez he: *“lls very movin' to
the systim."”

“Pwhat systim, Casey?" sez L

“The Profit Systim,” sez he; “where the cry
for Indusirinl Efficiency comes from!"™ sex
he. -

was A

already to go

“the unions

A. E. BROWN.

SUBSCRIPTION BELANK

- For L
"DIEEG'i’ ACTION."
Enclosed please find P.0, for 4s, for
which please send ‘‘Direct Action” for
one vear to the following address:—

Address. .. .. T

Filitin NOW

NEW STICKERS.

Numcmu.:z enquiries have been received of
late for Stickers. The Press Commiltee is now
getting out a brand new, up-to-date article. The
colour and design are original, and will com-
pel altention everywhere. In view of the ex-
pense involved, however, for blocks, etc., the
price will be 4/- a thousand. You can send
your,ordegrs at once.

" who trusted their interests to Arhilrntion

are waiting for that coveted .
How long , Lord, bow long?

‘‘award.”

“hear

> ')l'{‘]l made a mar

’.'\ iew.

The Arg}ls _v. Truth

—_—

In our issue¢ of June 3 reference was
muie to a discussion which took place in
the Federal Parliament during the’ prev-
ious week. when the “‘Honorable” KFowl-

“er of Western Auutmhu. wished to know

what was the “*origin’' of the income of
a certain member of the LW.W. . Mel-
bourne ‘*Argus’’ reported L.lhnl'-\iem-
ber Finlayson as jnterjecting: *‘Hcar,
The LA.W. is the greatest cursc
of any country,’’ The extricts given be-
low fram the pages of ‘‘Hansard’’ throw

* a different light on“the nature of the™in-

terjeetion,  Apologies herewith-to  Fin-
layson, We have no desire to do an in-
Jjustice, even to a politician.

The remaining extraets from **Han-
sard’ will also be of interest to readers.
Matthew's reference to- the -Barker car-
toon and the comments thergon as “'silty "'
ard about as amusing as the cfforts of
politicians-to move the Government to do
snumllung in the Barker case, where
Barker is gaoled for attacking tlm profit
and 1ntomst patriots who stand  behind
it.

Ilc'rc“‘il.h are the quotations from
Hansard (Issue of May 20, 1916:— _

Mr. ‘i'mln)sun (Brisbane): On a per-
sonal explunation 1 regret to have to call
attention onee more to a lying report in
the **Argus,” of somethipg which oceur-
red here yesterday. I begin to wonder
whether the reporters employed by that

" jowrnal need their hearing attended to or

whether they require a course of instrue-
tion in lnu"ln"us The hon. member for
PPerth, was speaking at the time, and he
referred to one  gentleman  who  had
spoken in a publie place.
the partieular gentleman he relerved to
did not loek like a millionnire, but he did
1ot do any work, and I am erfedited with
having  interjected:  ““Hear, hear, the
LW.W. is the greatest eurse of any
eountry.” What I did say was “‘Hear,
hear, the iqlo rich are the greatest curse
to any couttry.

Page 8106, Hansard,"” May 19, 1916,

Mr. Mapthews {(Melbourne Ports): I
hope that by an amentling bill introdueed
duving this short session, or e seme

“regulation an effort wiil be made to-alter

thie operation of the . War Preeautions’
Aet. The Government under that Act
imprisoned a man named Tom Barker. 1
admit his eartoon and artiele were silly in
the extreme, They were so  silly that
there was no need to put the War Pre-
cautions’ Aet into operation against him.
No one reads his newspaper.

Mr. Watt (Baluclu\a Yie.):
the name of it?

Mr, Matthews: I think it
“Dircet Action.”” This man and the
cause he ndvoeated were known only to
his own small eivele; but he has now
i himself and  his
newspaper has been’ .\dwum d, and as a
result he may possibly sceure some adhers
ents. It is t ol other movements, as
it was of Christianity that persceution in-
ereases the number of their  adherents.
This man Barker was senteneed to 12
months’ imprisonmnent, and I say that the
man who gave him that sentenee, and
the Government who are behind its im-
position are as silly as the man who re-
ecived the sentence.

Then there is the case of a man named
Seurry who alse came under the opera-
tion of the Aet. He was in the habit of
giving add s to his own little circle.
He did not force people to go into his
hall and listen to his addresses.  Some
people deseribe this'man and those- who
agree with him, as eranks.

There are many people who believe
that it is just as well to keep the idea of
the brotherhood of man and universal
peaee alive, and they meet to  exghunge
their views,. 1 want to know how any-
thing these people say ean interfere with
the war, It is silly to  prosceuty - them;
and T wonder why the police tr
why magistrates sentence thepf, and why
the ‘Comnionwealth Gover) allow
them to remain‘in prison for one day.

We placed the War Precaution’s Act

What is

‘on-the Statute Book in order to provent

persons from doing anything detrimental
to the interests of the Empire, in the
prosceution df the war. Have Minis-
ters reviewed the case of Barker who was
imprisoncd? Do they think that what
was charged against him was sufficient to
justify a prosecution, let alone a convic-
tion?

Mr. Tudor: I understand the Attorney

feneral has had the matter under re
I do not know what action he has
taken. ¥

7 . .

{2 ————
Spnedmg—up schemes are put forward in_
the interests of the boss. You and he
have nothing in common.

B

He said that_

id ealled’

e acticn, °

4 MEI-BGU’RN'E NOTES. :

e

T Have to report ron behalf—of “Mels-
bpurne that the propaganda -wark of the™
ILW.W. is proceedmg fairly well.” Yarra
Bank Sunday meetings are listened to in-
tcnti) by big crowds. Alf Wilson, J. R.
Wilson.and R. Farrall; with N. Jeffrey in
the chair, gave out the' right stuff- to
sympntlmtm audiences; A fight that will
have to be fought by this.local is for the

- right to sell literature on Sunday. I be-

licve that this State is the only one
where such a foolish and -childish .law
hold good, for it is o fact that you ean sell
papers on Sunday even in Germany. Fel-
low Worlkers Rancie and Johnson -were
guests of the king over tins same busi-
ness, and as our slogan is ““We Never
Forget,”” we expect that in-the near fu-
ture we must fight it again,

We hope in a few-weeks to be-fixed np
with new premises, the old onecs ~being
ot nearly central; big; or-good-enough-to
carry on the I)tlﬁiheﬂs-and meetings of the
local in.

The capitalist press is devoting yards
of spaee to attacks on the L.W.W. Weak,
foolish stntoments sure enough, but never-
theless giving us a grand advertiscment.

Mélbourne Loeal wishes good luck to
all the hoys throughout the universe, and
asks for old members to drop a line to
the Seerctary to let us know hew they
are living.

ROLAND, FARRALL, ~

SHOOT AGAIN,
e e e

The following is the cabled report of
some incidents which, as will be seen,
DID NOT occur in (mrnum) and is here-
by republished. without <comment—for
obvious rcasons:—

LONDON, Tuesday Night.

Al the Court-Martial on Captain Brown
Colthurst, charged with the murder of
h’kcfl‘mgton, Henry Dickson, and J. Mac-
Intyre (the two last of whom were journ-
alists, who were shot at the same time as
Skeflington’), the Prosceutor said that a
view of the evidence. demanded a verdict
of murder.

The neeased’s battalion of the Irish
Rifles were stationed at Portobello Bar-
racks. The three men were brought in
on the evening of the 25th, and next morn-
ing Colthurst remarked: *‘1 am taking
out three persons from the guard-room to
shoot them.’’

The guerd-room orderly reported the
matter to the Adjutant-General, who sent
a message to Colthurst. The men, how-
ever, were taken into the yard and plne-
ed 12ft from the wall. Colthurst formed
a firing party of seven men, and ordered
them to fire.

At this stage in the statement Mrs,
Skefiington, who was in  eourt, broke
down, and the aceused hung his head and
turned away.

The Prosceutor, continuing, soid that
Colthurst explained later that he wished
to prevent their escape or rescuc.

Licutenant Dobbin, of the Irish Rifles,
gave cvidenee that he heard firing; went
into the yard, and found the three men
on the ground. He noticed a movement
in Skeflington’s body, and sent a message

to the aceused. The reply ecame back:
““Shoot again.”
This statement «caused a sensption in

the court, the women shricking, cspecial-
1y Mrs. 'S[.cﬂ'nglon and the aceuséd hid
his face.

Dohbin added that the aceused'seemed
very excited.

Major Roshirgh gave evidenee to the
effeet that Colthurst said that he had

shot priseners and expeected to get into

troublé, and possibly to be hanged.

BROKEN HILL AGTIVITIEE.

Hall: 316 Argent Street.

‘Wednesday Evening, at 7.30 p.m—Bdu.
cational Class.

Alternate Sundays,
Meeting.

Alternate Sundays, at 3 p.m.—Economio
Class.

Sundsy, at 7.30 p.m.—Outdoor Propa-
ganda Meeting, near Post. Office, in
Argent-street.

Good Library. Also good collection
of Literature for sale. All live rebels
welcome.

Scerctary-Treasurer, E. J. Kiely, 316 Ar-
gent Street, Bmken Hill, NSW

IT COST HIM NINE YEARS,

at 3 p.m.—Business

Ebert Evens, eleven years old, nigger boy
in Des Molns, Iowa, U.S.A,, réfused to take off
his headgear to salule the stars and stripes,
as 'he sald the flag was only for the Whites,
and net for the Blacks. It cost him ‘nine years

in a State Reform Schoo!.

-
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_ .-(_:onﬁlihd'_ ‘Their
- Politics.

"Oh, the Wwork we. do for, the favored few,
And‘the miserdble wage we get;

. ‘We mever ean quite make. both ends

meet:

If our'heads be warm we have [rozen feci]

And to make our bondage more compleie
We -vote for the System yel™

! ) “Exchabge."

In the year 165% James Naylor, an Emzlish-
man, was sumnroned to the bar of the Houre
of Commops to answer a charge of having.

brought into contempt-the Book of Holy-Writ, «

It -ap;uear:i that he had ridden' a donkey Lul'q
Bristol and announced- that he wns @brl:t
riding into the New Jerusalem . Naturally+

enough, he had :hereh-r made-r-great-many——=

.people laugh. A muliun to oxecute him forth.
with was lost by a \ery_ small majority, ap! +
the sentenca finnlly passed on' him was a8 fol- .
lows:— >,
* He.was to be whipped all the way-from
Westminster to the Old Exchange, and there
to be pillorfed. He was then to have his ton-
gue bored through with a red-hot iron and to
have his forehead branded. “After this rather
unpteasant ordeal he waz (o be gaoled for an
indefinite period withh hard labor.

There was little or no public disazreement
with that semtence, for the supersiition
had Fidieuled was the ruling one al the time
and for long afterwards. It is ngt o popu-
lar now. In these days most af us workeri
call ourselves ~rationalists.  Yet whal irca-
tiopal rationalists we are! In the old days
spoken of we believed thnt the Jehdvah which
the Church had set up could help us out of
our difficulties. TIn these days, we belleve
that the State whieh the capitalists havg sct
up is going to be our Saviour; moreover, we
compel others to believe the same, or to pre-

he

tend to. The man’ who neglects to put his
name on the electoral roll will be fined. 01
he doesn’t go Lo the booth on election :uyv
-and elther vate or preiend lo vote, i be

fined again.  And It w
who passed thiz law:

hig follo rheva
it was we, the irration-

al ratiopalists, who believe that by making

him vote with us wa ean turn our economis

weakness inte  economic strength, and our

ceonomic slavery into economic frevdom.
After all, what we believe depends

time on what we happen to bave Leen ann
Myself, when young, tatught by many
agencies to believe in voting. And how 1 dld
battle for the politicians branded “Labar™
In these days. Since then, however, now anl
fuller’ teaching and more experienec has
faught wme that the vote to a worker is o foal
of a thing, and that the law to the worker
is an ass. So now, my workingelass reader,
Tet me try to oulline to you the arsuments
and facts which have made me deeide never
to vote again, until 1 can vate for an imnduss

__4rial_administrator in the New Republic of

-~ Labor, and I'll begin with'a premise abot
which there will be no dizagreement, vie,
employers, and that its normal price is its
That we live by selling our labog pawer to '
cost.of production—or what the average man
can live upon.

Now improved methods of production
continually. adding to the surplus of labor’
the market, tend to reduce wages even (o
below the living level. But the olher
+ mand, the workers have the power to resist
this reducing tendeney by forming corner:
in labor power, and they @ done £o to
some extent. These corners in Inbor power
are called unions. The action of g number of
merchants in cornering a commodity is pre-
clsely the action of a number of workers in
forming a union, though the nccompanying
circumstances of énch ensn - may sihow - dif-
ferences. For imnstance, the merchants rely
only upon their corner to get them thetr
price. You don't as a rule hear merchant:
say, Party; they will *
got us more for our goods.” But you do as
a rule, hear workers in their unions say, in
effect, “Lot's all vote for the Labor Party:
they will get us more for our goods.” Then

again, the success of thelr corner doesn’t
mean such a great deal to the merchants. It
means literally everything to the workers.

To proceed, the warkers, having formed
their unlon for corner in Inbor power, may
proceed to enforce thelr price In auny of three
ways. They may take thelr case to the arbl.
tration Court, get'a wages board appointed,
or go on strike. Take the Wages Board first,
and leave out the third man, presuming that
he is half one way and half the other. Then
the Wages Board is simply a confercnce be-
tween A repiuénlnlivo of cgpital and one.al -
labor. The, n|’|llud.a of the employers' maa
must be that he Is there to agree to whatever
the unien could enforce were it to strike. Ife
obviously must not agree to a higher one
than they could enforce. And il he
on a lower one, then of course, the strike is
bound to follow, rendering the Board sittings
a waste of time. ‘Thus on n fairly constitule!
board, the award will be just what the union
could have won by force. Sueh an nward
Could just as well have been the result of o

A~

was

Ly

‘on

Ty strugele ‘rD[‘ Tife:

“talk over a table between: tHe Master nnd the
- Union Sec;l:lar)( Surely: there wxs no nead

to go Into politica to get it.

Next tlake -the Arbltrailon Tourt, and ask .

)-our:_sch'os whnt it exists for. "It has been
claimdd by anmju.eé that the establizhment
of this Court was a moral vlclory for La.
pur jJust (he same is claipied tor the  Re
form 1Hil of 183 There was no. moral vie-
wary for Labor in eiU)er: Doil did as they
were (.e'.inncd to do, . ut o brake on the
itant uuiom:.m which
, but in the second le
ted poth at thelr fic
wonder.  Ifor, at’ first
glance the vete looks a powerful awvenpon; and
rst glance a court of our own to fix
es, presides over by a judge of our own,
lnuka even too good to be true.

Hul just as we were gi\en the vote to stop

J\DIL the workers ne
tious value—and ‘no

-\ls organising, so were we given Arbitration™

Nets to stop us atrlklng The Commenwealth
Arbltration Court {s there—as’ Justice Hi
gins - s -and--other Justices-hav (in
in their aw urds—"TC PREVENT 'RT]%II\LS e
Justice «Higgins, who i3 THE cmm‘(nl. autho-
rity on the subject in Australia, has also gaid
more than once, that he is noi concerned
with “any ethlcal conception of a faly wage,
bis duty i3 solely te ensure industrial
: "Now, to ensure industrial peace, he
musl award ns much as In his judgment conld
have beep won -by nstrike—Mereover, ns will
be :seen [ater, ho must not award more <than
that, Out of .\rl_nu.n'mn, then, the unions
what they could have taken. =~

S0 It also seems foolisi 1o wa:zte Uuie on

polities to get nn Arblurmtion Act! to then
welt o year or iwe for o hearing; to then
spend a few thousands on lawyers' fees:- io

then place workers and their wives on oath
to muke pablic the sordid story of their weel-
to finally get exaetiy the
e which could have been demanded i ihe
place,

W
flrst
And @ labor union which is foeli

enouzh
to do this, and then signs an agreement to
Le bound by penatties not (o strike fer a
term of years fized upon, is really o
ta threw away, for that period, the weason
which really won it the awalrd rate, viz., it
industrial strengih, A unionism which :|(Enm-
that policy is a unionism token leave of its
senses.

Of course, many advbeates of politles )
that Loth the Board and Lhe Court might L
very differen: if the right men were In pov
If they themsel for instance, were kn po
er, they'd play hel]:

And then they'd wake up!

1 there were any power in a polllml ma-
Jority of working-class politicians, the sociad
revolution could be acomplished almost at
once as follows: —The Government could paze
a I'\\x making the. r‘nlnn [’rosldenl \he ehair.
man of every wages hoar" It conld also ap-
point a zet of special Industrial Justices from
the unions to hear disputes In the Avbitration
Court! These officials could then make all
awards so high that ne prelits at all gould
be made, and render the capltalist class will-
me to sell thelr - lpdustries for stxpence
each. 2

This shows the rightnenin-pewer argu-
ment to be mere fiddle-dee. No sane man
would Indulge in such a day-dream. On e
other hand, there is plenty of evidence that
where even.a slightly higher rate than could
have been forced is fixed, the award never
becomes  operalive,  In Melbourne, a few
years ago, the anaemic Clerks' Union struck
a nice kind chairmzn and got an award rais-
ing their wages by about a third. Their jubi-
Iations soon gave'way to panic when the em-
ployers bezan 4 wholesale sack, and in the
end they themselves had to go and petition
the Victorian Government 1o knock a plece
off the nward. The Govermmnent, through the
Court of Industrial Appeals, obliged them,
and they nearly all got thelr Jobs hack. Abouwt

a year later, the restaurant givls fluked an.
other pgenerous heart on their Board, and
they. too. blessed the politleal’ method for

about two (m}'a: and then their bosses issued
a new seale of rates for {he meals they had
at work, and they found that they we
retting less actual wages han previously,
“But they could have struck,” some bril-
liant genius will exclnim, "and made the mas-
ters pay them the new award and charge the
old rate for me; 0f course they could,
The clerks, too, could have told their employ-
ers bluntly that ihat big sack over their new
award must be called off or else no clerks nt
all wéld go to work. But then, both unlons
lncked the necessary solldarity. Had they
had it, the awards would never have been
tampered with for long. Two cases in point
of this last oceurred In Sydney lately, The
Storemen and Packers got an increase Lo
aperate retrespectively from a few months
previonsly, The employers managed to get 't
réviewed nnd reduced. The unlon struck,
aml the original awaridl was restored, though
nat te be retrospective. Then the clerks at
Cockatoo gzot an' award in the Arbitratn
Courf. Their awn government set dbout
u:mjng fis provisivns so skilfully that they,
too, had to strike They won handssomely.
Still, think of 1. "They had waited long for
that Arbitration Court to sit on thelr case.
They had spent a lot of money In getting

@ naw

was in.

A Blow From The Bush

THE QUEENSLAND STRIEE.

’

(By J. Rice.)

Glurg be to God. Profits again resumed. The
pastoral ‘sluves in the Hughenden, \\lnlnn and
Central Listricts of Queensland have necepted
the bribe that the pn-ﬂnrnha{ué‘mru and have
stawpeded to work. The Charleville men hav-
ing had no bribg tendered them hove to fight
on. No fault coild be found with this action
hod the men been Motteatots or Hed Indians,
But being 98 7-8 A W.U. “Iuﬂustnnl Unionists'”
and whose motto”was, ““An - nuury to one the
conceri of all.’' Anyone who bas not got u
burst ern must now  sce that it mover
witint’ noything but hot oir,

The A.W.U. was not offieially involved, and
gnoble ending could not.
[y tifferent, fop the “politiciumy -

had it been so, this

" have beon great
of the union could’ not meuld - their members’
winds in any short period; but asserting as
they have that they and tho members are ins
dustrinlists, some small show was ot least ex-
pected. .

It was a poorly orgauised affnir
start, and the straight out license to sl:a])’
preached by touring officials, did not
tend to make-rthings betfer.  About the middle
ofsthe uffair one organiser resigned and wns
sent on o delegation and formed n central exec:
utive of strikers. The politicinns of the union
were at this dhme hol
on o ‘“Jim’’ s day, and en the strikers forme
ing their execntive it was the AW.U, exeeutive
that made the next.move, 1This they did in call-

from the

BOme

g oan executive meeting

ing for o conference in Rockhnmpton  with
delégates from afl strike centres. .No rensons
woro given for this conference; they had no

fertas to offer, su they must have been going to
have n go ot bamboozling the delegotes to re-
commend some work. It only cost the AW.LL
£700, As the other alternative they -thought the
slaves might ‘start investing, their-pounds inm

smyge other union, and spades would then be

the officials’ trumps,

b If, not being o possessor of much of the
e ary,”’ I sojourned ‘to  the, Cloneurry
rines. Very 1iftle was heard about the pastoral

tranfble giat fhere; but one thing my cxperience
i1 “me there wus, that the officials of -the
v little ice in the mwining areas.
tes from the union nspeet in the
quarters is o drift in two directions, one
ney ond one to the dopé trough. This
possibility is not so iarked in the pastoral sce-
tions, as rate-work men nearly always get sheep
b dung o the brain and overlook small details, as
the elimination of the compotitien in their em-
ployment,

Shearers will be good unfonists when they
wet wages Inbour all round in their industry,
#nil as soon as this movement gains the ascon-
dericy the unionism 0s dispensed by the A.W.T.
with their bastard brand of indystrialism will
sink into oblivion so completely that its one-time
memhbers will deny that it ever existed.

The soaring price of paper makes it esgentin’
that our subseribers' Ifst should be lengthenut
What are YOU doing to help?

Inereased utﬂcfe‘ncy means robbery faelli.
tated.

the awnrd.  Then because their employers
got the idea that it was too high to be coa-
sistent with the union's fighting strength, they
had to come out and prove that they were
equal to enforcing it. .

As a matter of fact, it should be evident
enough that o government and no employer
can possibly adopt sueh a poliey as that of
giving labor more than it could take, Far
lhe Eovernment '\Llempling to do so wouldn't
e a government long: it would be charged
by opposition and by the press with being
wasteful with the public funds which many
workers still belleve come out of their poc-
kets, Likewise Is every employer forced to
buy labor, as well as all other commodities,
in absolutely the cheapest market, or else he
won't be an employer long, To sum up, all
this goes to show that the natural wage .Is
the wage which the workers cgfild have galn-
ed by striking or threatening to strike; that
il an award be unnaturall low, the workers
will annul it by a strike/ that If it be unna-
turally high, the emplofera will annul 1t by
any
posal.

So all rates of wages nnd conditions of labor
that _rcﬂlly operate, and have been fixed by
political means, only represent exactly whhat
the unions concerned could have demanded
and taken. And.that being so, we must ad-
mit that we have lost-by our politieal acti-
vitles as far as these things are eoncerned,
lost time, and 1ost money; moreover, we have
lost a lot of energy which should-have bgen
used oniy to build up unionism; and lastly,
our_ militancy has been considerably tamed
hs: the prnctlEe of thal very questicnable vir
tue-called patlence.

Other “labor" legislation
week.

examined next

(TS be continued.)
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one of the many means at thelr dis-
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Eng ish, Weckly, 6s.Gd. per

lished by the 1W.W. Pubhslmfc“ .
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‘A BERMUNKAS.”

(The Wage Worker,)
Hutgarian. Semi-Monthly, 6s. 6d,°
year. 350 I}Mt Blst St., New, York N,
U.B.A.

per
&

AI.I.ARM »
(The-Alarm:) —
chdlsh.\’m wegian-Danish, “[0]1“1], &
4s. per year. 164 W. Wnshmgmn 5‘1-
Chicago, 111, US.A., ;

“SOLIDARNOSO. p
(Solidarity.)
Polish. Weekly. 6s, 6d. per vear, 164
W. Washington St., Chicaga, 1Ii, USA, -

““DARBININKU BALSAS."

(The Voiee of the Workers.)
Lithunanian, Wecekly, 6s. 6d. per year, |
869 Hollins St., Blatimore, U.S.A. s

“HET LIGHT."
Flemish. Monthly, 4s. per year. Fran .
co-Belgian all, 9 Mason St., Lawrene,

Mass:;, U.S.A.
“IL PROLETARIO."
{The Proletariat.) 4
Ttalian. Weckly, 6s. 6d. per year. Gen. e

Del. Hanover Sta Boston, Mass., USA.

“EL REBELDE." A
(The Rebel.}
Spanish. Bi-Weekly, 4s. per year. Bup. |

municatf@ns and remittance to Adminis-
trator, El Rebelde, Box 1278, Los Ange-
les, California, U.S.A.

“'RABOCHAYA RECH."
(The Voice of Labor.)
Russian. Weekly, 4s. per year. Bup- ~
dle rates, 1d. per copy outside Chieago.

Address: 1146 South Desplaines 8t,
Chicago, Tll., U.S.A.
A LUZ"
(Light.) R
Portugese. Semi-monthly, Subserip-

don 4s, per year, Bundles of 50 1d. per
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ADDRESSES OF LW.W. LOCALS,

Adelaide Loeal 1.—Secretary-Treasurer, -
4. G. Drummond, 43 Charles—slrecl,
Unley, Adelaide, SA. ;

Syduoey, Local No. 2—becrotnry—’rreasu:--
er, T. Glynn, 330 Castlerengh-street,
Sydney, NS.W. {

Broken Hill, Local No. 3.—Secretary |
Treasurer, B. J. Kicly, Palace Build-
ings, Sulphide-street, Broken Hill,

5.—Seerojary-Tres-
th-street,

Fremnntlc, Local No.
» surer, C. B. Reeve, 18 8
Fremantle, W.A.
Boulder Loca] No. 6.—Secretary-Trea-
surcr,F‘ H. Lunn, Lnne-street Boul:

Brnsbmm Lucal No. ‘I—Saemtnry‘l'm-
surer, . E. Bright, Redfern-streel,
. Wooloon-Gabba, Brisbane, @ .

Melhuurne, Local No. 8—Seerefarf-
Treasurer, R. Power, 243 Willian-
street, Melbourne, V.

Perth, Local No. 10.—Secretary-Treasurs
A, ‘Westbrook, Vietorin Park, 4

Mount Morgan, Local No. 11.—Secretats-
Perth, W.A. d
'I‘rensurer A. Murphy, Queenslan
National Hotel, Mount A Morgah
Queensland. - ]

Cairns (Russisn), Local No. 12.—Seorek !
ary-Trensurer, W. Yudaeff, Box 200,
Cairns, N. Q. g

Subseribers who"do not receive their
““Direct Action’’ regularly and promptl |
ate requested to write to the Managef |
and give particulars, so that he may take

steps to getthe matter remedicd. -,
m—
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All cummuplcatmns regarding literature ot-
controlled by the Press Commiittee should b
addressed to the Literature Commitle,

98, Haymarket P.O., N.S.W.
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