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P !.._. Protest
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At the sitting of the P.L.L. on lwld'w
of last week a-motion; moved by Mr:-T:
D. Mutch, was earried unanimously, pro-
testing Against the imprisonmient of Tom
Barker and Ken Leslic, and calling- upon
the Medernl Government for their im-
mediate. release.  The following is the re-
port of the procecdings which appeared
in the daily press:—

Mr. T. D. Mutch (AW.U) movbd:
“That this conference protests against
the vindietive sentence passed upon Tom

. Barker, cditor of ‘Direet Action,’ and
Ken Leslie;on-convietions wider-the re-
pulations, and looks upon the sentences
a5 a grave interferenee withs the richts
of a demoeratic people, and therefore
colls upon the Feéderal Cabinet to give
batir men their freedom,™

“The mover said Barker had hct‘n i
prisoned because he denounced the tak-
ing of war profits by- capitalists, ‘And
every duunnrat has done the same, and
rightly so,’ he deelared. ‘Contractors are
making huue fortunes; —and - shipping
rings are syueezing the’ hfv blood out of
the people—(hear, hear)—and if he is

sent to gaol for- this,-so-should I be-sent-

to-gaol. 1 say the same thing now, and
you all ought to say it." (Hear, hear.)
Barker, he said, was not of the Labour
parsy at all, but 'he was fighting the work-
ingman's ﬁp.llt. (Hear, hear.)
“Mr. C. Last (A.W.U.) soid
should protest against the regulations,

which took’away the liberty of a man to

express opinions contrary to the ecom-
mercial fiends and robbers of the State.
‘All magzstrutea in this matter are parti-
sans,’ he said, ‘and look through differ-
ent glasses to those of the proletariat of
this country, -
the Magna Charta of'our liberties,’
continued, ‘and I am prepared, in
fending them, to admit that I am a Sinn
Fein of the Labour movement of ‘the
State. Senator Pearce, Billy Hughes, and
more of them will have to be taught that
they are not spoakmg for the working
classes of Australin in the attitiide they
are taking up. (Hear, hear.) Although [
. recopmise that we have to.win this war,"”
he coneluded, ‘beeduse we are fighting a

he

~tiermmn niilitary autoeraey, stilt-Frécog -

nise that we have an nutonxnoy here also.
(Héar, hear.) - Judge Higgins recently

said that we have not the right to.day to.

express our. opinion, but that is entirely
wrong, and opposed to the demoeratic
principles for which we fight.”” (Hear,
hear,)

‘“The resolution was earried on the
voices, with only ‘one dissentiént, and on
the suggestion of Mr. Cullinane (A.W.U.)
was ordered to be sent on at once to the
Acting Prime Minister, ‘‘so_as we can

Jhave his reply heiom we separate,” said
Mr (}ull.mum

Fellow Wnrkév ng ﬁcsmx to thank

all those militants in Melbourne for the
manner in which they assisted him dur-
ing his recent visit to that city in giving
publicity to the Barker case. It may be
invidious' to -mention names where
were 50 énthusiastie, but spécial thanks
are due-to 'Bob Ross, of the Socialist
Party, and J. J. O'Reilly, of Broken Hill;
for tho mvalunblc help rendered

The result of’Barker's appeal nppeiars
on another page. Barker is gacled. Now
in the time to protest, agitate, ond aet,
each in the direction in swhich the think
results can best be elrtamed

8YD ARTERS.

All concerned are notified that the ad- -
~ dress of the Sydney Local is now 403 Bus- .

sex Bireet, Sydne; Correspond
however, may J:tﬂl {e addressed B%
9, Haymarket. -
. - KJ - . -
i NOTICE.
Broken HINl Loeal notifies that the new
qQuarters are established at 316 Argent Street.

lay claim,

they.

These are the prmelplﬁ of..

de-

_next.

all”

Sydney Propaganda.\

OUR NEW HALL.

The opening. of our new hall at 403
Sussex-street for the. first ]mbllc maet
ing on' Sunday night last wis a huge
success. . Notwithstanding thut the hail
is 4 good deal lirger than the old one,
many weré unable tb pain admittoned,
Fellow-worker J. B. ]{mg was tho speak-

“er_for the -evening, the subjeet “being

““The Neeessity for Free Speech and a
Frée Press,”” King dealt with the sub.
Jeet with particular reference to the i
prisonment of Barker, and judging Ty
the reeeption which his remarks réecived,
Sydney wage-slaves would appear to e
waking up at last to the seriousncss of
the sftuation, and the lengths to which
our masters and politicians_are prepared
to go in suppressing the few remnants
of liberty to which the working class ¢an

THE “DOM’* MEETING.

The meeting: in the Sydney Dontdin an
Sunday afternoon was well up 1o its
usual standard. We have heard no more
from’ the police re sale of literature re-
ferred to in last week’s motes. This
seems'a pity in some respeets, sinee the
police have never yet; interfored ™ witll
LW.W. propaganda without giving it an
exceptional boost. Graut, who had just.

returned from Brigbane, was the prinei’

pal speaker for the afternoon, and gave
an encouraging account of his reecption
from the wage-slaves of Brisbane in con-
neection with the Barker case. Forty
dozen ‘‘Direct Actions’' werc disposed of
at the meeting, and collection and litera-
ture sales were above the average,
THE CONCERT.

Already ,the  Concert Committee is
smiling. The annual flare-up which is to
be held this year in Sydney Town Hall
is an assured finnneial -sueccss. Con- -
sidering the large expense invelved, and

‘that tickets are only a shilling a time,

the eommittec may toke credit to itself
as'being the champion eoncert promoters
south of the line. The programme com-
pares.with anything which has previous-
Iy been staged in.Sydney, and everything
points. to a full house long "before
‘‘business’’
The LW.W. band will make its
first public appearance on the occasion,
and will play on the Rotunda- outside the
Town Hall between 7 and 8 pim: -All
things considered, May 13, 1916, will be
a red-letter day ior the IW W. in Aus-
tralis.

THOSE “"BTICKERS' AGAIN. .

et —— :
Sirs,—I wish to inform you folk that you

are parbzes that should be made to ewing
on a limb until your tongues rott. en
you try and cause troubls by distributing
—or'even printing—this rott to be atuck on
people’s windows, etc. Bear in mind, you
are worse than Germans, and as for capi-

talista, what are you but a member of such, ~

You ‘are an employer—and should have a
long-handled shovui put in your throat.—
A Britsin."' -~

(The epistle quoted above has come to the
office of “Direct Action’’ all the way. from
Bacchus Marsh (Vie.). - Attached was an
LW.W. “sticker,” the wording of which,
apparently,“made our savage correapund'e‘nt
see such strange uses for a long-handled

shovel. The sticker reads as follows: —
THE SLOGAN OF THE
Dungarees a.nd ”Iunghnndled
shovels:for né.lmpara.ni .
for capitalists, parsons, poli-
ticians, landlords, and .other
-undesirables. ¥
-~ FOIN-TO-DAY.
. Neither our correspondent’s caligraphy

nor_his spélling would indicate that he be--

longa to the capitalist, landlord, parson, or.

‘politician brigade, ' A person who advocates

+ personal violence of this kind, however, is

certainly” a  mosi "updmsnbll 5 ch-rncber

to be at large.—Ed.)

Irevds hute; eivil-war, revolutions;

‘home  or

stnrts on - Saturday night-

happen.

New:; and Vlews.
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*“Class arvogance, of whatever
and
these are things we do not want in this
Joung copntry. 8o says Sydney *‘lker
nld” in a sub-leader on Muy 6. Is thy
“Herald" getting wise in-its old age and
wirning”its supporters of ecrtain. conse.
~Uenoes - 10 followi.  No, it ix merely.
warning the workers of Auhlrnlm, whu,
the **Herald’’ thinks, are nnkmg unrea-
“gonable demands, that “‘if a 'man has 1
bored the reward of his lahor should 1ot
be taken from him and given to the idle.'"
This is the first' picce of humour—surely
not  unconscious,  either—which the
writer has seen in ‘‘Granny’s' pages

‘sinee he ﬂrst cluppcd lliﬂ pccp(‘:ts ol it.

Compulsion has been introduced  in
Great Britaisi.  No physically, fit indi-
vidual of military age, it nppears, is ex-
cmpt unless—well, uniess e moy be more
uselut as a pxum—uml\un wacnine than
at tue front s a soldwer. The del vene
ders employefs Lable to certain pen:l
ties for naving cligible men in thew em-
ploy unless’ exemiptions certilicates hnve
been” granted,  and, we are infovined, tie
police " are also cmpowered to challonge

_persaus. i the strects to produce tiuwr
‘exemption certificates,

‘“Britons” never,
nevep—— Lloyd Geovge in suppori-
ing the Bill hotly protested ngainst the
ides that the working cluss was not over
whelmingly enthusiastic. over the alter-
natives indicated above—to starve ai
be killed abroad. Lloyd
George has always, of course, been such
a firm ‘‘friend’’ of the English workers
that doubtless they have taken him into
their confidence and informed him that

by

- this is the ideal they have always ar-

dently wished for. The workers knew,”
he said, “‘they would lose more by i’lus
sign domination than any other closs.”
All things considered, Lleyd Geuvrge and
his cobbers would seem to be taking all
sorts of good care that the workers of
Great Britain won't have many liber-
‘ties left to lose if cver the Kaiser and
his hosts do eross the Chminol.

Referring to l.hr- pr opu»,cd taxation of

‘war profits by the Governmont, “SAL
Herald'” says that if the (;uvemmem
would ‘‘sccure miore of it merely at-

temipts to take a fourth or half than if
it attempts-to take the whole''—the rea-
son being, we are told, in cffeet, that if
companics have- no incentive to make
larger profits produetion will be eur-
tailed. ‘This is illuminating for two rea-
sons;. first ‘it would indicate that the
boss has mo particular moral qualms
about “‘slowing down'” ‘when it suits his
pooket. and thc cries ahout the *‘Em-
pire’s danger,’’..ete., 50 potent with
many workers. when the “‘slow down''
proposition i mentioned, has no particu-
lor- uppeal for HIM. Seccondly, this ad-
mission by the ‘‘Herald' bears gut the
contention’ that in this well or
tem (1) of ours production’is
for profit and not for humay welfare in
war as well as in peace.
class ‘‘patriot'’ is the bo!
. .

, to be sure.

“‘No class ean ride rough-shod over the
rest of the community, and it is well that
this faet—for it is a fact—should be re-
memhnred."—"S.Hw-‘Hcrald." The
““Herald,”" we hope, will be given reason
to reinember it when ‘the cunu:crlptmn
issue grows keencr

A cahlc from Enblu-t tells us tHat one
forris Mlller lecturing at the Univer-

ity on ‘Psychology in Relation to Busi-™

-ness,”’ ddvocated the establishment of a
psych ogical research luborator} Mil-
ler ought to have more sense.
bosses’ psychological motives in bua'mess
were generally known, anything might

kind, -

hat a high,

-ahead, and trust that.its shadow-

If the

All In-AlL

S e S T

When all the night is horrible with ciamour
Of-voleeleséd ourees daricar than the nlgh‘l.
When light of gun there Is not, nelither atar-
shine,
Nor any beacon on the hill of Right,
Zhine, O thou Light of Life, upon our pnlh
way,—
Yreedom, be thou our lighl'..

Since all life’s ways ares difllcult and dreary,
And falee steps echo through eternity,
And there Is noughl to lean on as we journcy
By paths not smooth as downward _pnlh:
would be,
We heve no other help—we need no olher:
Freedom, we lean on t!]ee?

Tie slave's base murmir and the threat ef

tyiants,
‘The volce of cowarls who cringe and cry
- “Reteeat,"”
‘The whisper ef the world, “Come where power
eniis lhcc!“/ -
The w f of ne flesh, "Let life be

sweet.
Slience all theze with thy divine command.
ing; -
Gulde thau thy children's feet!

Foi thio, for thee weo bear the cross, the
banner,
For thee are all cur battles fought and won;
Fer thee was every prayer we over uttered,
For thee has every deed of ours been done:
To thee we press—to thee, triumphant aplcn
dour,
0 Freedom, lead us on!

Where thow shalt lpad we do nol [ear to [ol-
low, r
Thou hast our hearts; wo follow them In {hed.
Spirit of Light, whatever thou shalt show ua,

Strong in falth, wWe shall not fear to zee;
We reach to thee through all lhe waves of

darkneas
Of all the days lo;ht-.
—Edith Bland (“E. Nesbit"),

BARKER'DEFENCE FUND.

-The following-additional -pubseriptioas; na e
been received: — )

Jas. Wilson 10s, A. freeman 2a, F, WX Dunu
108, J. Foley 55, collection Yarra Bhnk, Mel.
baurne, £3 17s 8d, Melbourne A S.P. {collec-
tlon} 13s 2d, Melbourne V.S.P. (collectiop) 19,
John Sullivan 58,

Mr. J: D. Fitzgerald, M.L.C., has at
last redecmed his reputation.  He pro-
poscs to do something for the workers—"
when “they are dead. Speaking at the
P.L.L. conforence: the other ovening, he
advocated giving the City Couneil pow-
ers to go in for the undertnkmg busi-
ness in Dl.'dl.‘l‘ to Prnvidé'chuap funerals.

. .

« The ‘‘Industriat Worker,” organ of
the LW.W. in the Western States of
Anmnerica, has' re-appeared, strong, wvirile
and militant as.ever. Some time ago it
censed publication owing to finaneinl
difficulties. Its re-birth is proof that not-
withstanding those temporary set-backs,
in which our encmies and some nlleged
friends profess to sce the ““decadence”
of the LW.W., the principles for which
we stand can never die while the class
war_ oxists, According to all accounts,
the propagnnda of . Industrml Unionism
and Dipect Action was never more nged-
ed in- “‘the land of the free'’ than at
present. ‘We wish the ‘‘Industrinl
‘Worker”' every success in, the fight
will
never again grow less until it fades before
the beacon lights of the Industrial Com-
monwealth.
. . . .

'The L.W.W.'s have hut. one mnntry-uTha

Wur]d E
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fits were being made as'n consequence ‘of

the,war.

This, then, is Barker's great offence.
For this he is branded as a criminal, de-
prived of his liberty, and treated as a
social outeast. = The, real eriminals and
enemies of society, the profit-momgering
crew whom he -attacked, are safe from
molestation by the cowardly political
seum who have ' dragged the name of
Labor in the mire; but let a working
man ery out against ceonomic injustiee,
injustice which cven a eapitalist court,
dar¢d not dispute, and the ‘‘heavy. hand

of the law," set in motioir by the work-.

ers’ politicd]l saviours, is quickly raised
to suppress the propagation of truth;
truth. e z
Well, fellow-workers, Barker CANNOT
BE ALLOWED TO STAY IN GAOL. It
is_an-insult- to-the whole working..class
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Barkelj Gaoled.

MORE JUSTICE. -
JUDGE MURRAY'S SOLICITUDE FO
THE "'HALF-EDUCATED."”

O

On Thursday, 4th inst., Barker’s ap-
peal against his eonvietion in the Magis-
trate’s Court was heard before Judee
Murray at the Quarter Sessions.  Aftac
hearing argument by counsel, the Judge
upheld the conviction and sentenee, so
for the mext twelve months Fellow-
worker Barker is to be entertained at

. His Majesty’s prison, Lung Bay—if the
working elass of Australia permits it.

It is safe to say that, taking all the
circumetances in conncetion with this

. case, it stands unparalleled in the history
of working class perseeution, so far as

Australia is concerned. In the first.place

the cartoon which allegedly prejudieed

recruiting, and upon which the echarge
was based, was allowed to circulate for
nearly four months before the prosceu-
tion was instituted, and it is a eurious
fact, to say the’least, that the sm'vulg_‘ of
_the summons coincided with the time
when the whole of the capitalist press of
Australin was engaged in a eampaign of
vituperation against LW.W. propaganda,
espeeially in eimnection  with “'slowing
~down.”" MThen, again, not a word of evi-
dence was offered in either Court that
the eartoon did in any way prejudice re-
erniting; the prosecutor, in the lo\\'e.r
court especially, practically ignored this
__phase_of the ease, and laid stress upon
the fact that it was a
to oreate class feeling.

Further, we had the judge in the
higher court admitting fhat no amount
of evidence that the cartoon was not in
any way prejudicial to reeruiting would
weigh with him. He, and he alone, was
to be the judge of that. So, “'His

' Honor,” Judge Murray, according to: his

of Australia, an oufrage upon all work- - '_?ru't

ing clasg conceptions of -justice. Labow
(overnments huve brought us to a gueer
pass when it becomes a erime even to pro-
test against exploitation. What next, if
we allow this injustice to be perpetra-
ted? - Are we going to assert our rights
to protest against robbeey, to criticise
our enemics, and give expression to our
ideas, or are we going to bow our heads
for good and all before our economic op-
pressors and  political  tyrants? One
knosws what the LW.W. answer is, and
if we could reach the ears of the work-
ers of Australiz, Barker would: be: found
“‘not guilty'" before ‘any tribunal from
their ranks. '
So to hell with the capitalist class,
their political tools and judieinl lick-
spittles.  Let us have Bavker's case be-
fore the workers of the country, With
them alone lies the power to effect his
release.  Propagunds, publicity and ace
tion are what are now needed.
ber, ilitant is wore powerful than
on bars.
lucated’ portion of the
cammunity, the working-class, at whose
lael of pereeption Judge Murray sneers,
will yet show the prostituted courts of
eapitalism that TTS conceptions of **jus-
tiee,” “right,” ““law," and **order'’ are
those which must ultimately prevail

THE IRISH DRAMA,

7 i
The announccment in the House of
Commons of the shooting of Pearee,

- Clarke and MeDonagh, the Irisk rebel

Jeliberato attempt

ownl showing, is the- champion psycho-

logieal expert of modern times.

He further admitted that the cartoon,
taken by itself, tvould not be an offence,
but when taken in conjunction with a
cerain paragraph which appeared in an-
other portion-of the paper, it was ealeu-
lated to ‘‘influence the. half-educated
portion of the community.”” The par re-
ferred to read as follows:—

“Prime Minister Hughes has offcred

' another 50,000 men as a fresh saerifiee

to the Modern Moloch, Politicians and

theif masters have always been gener-
ous with other peoplé”s lives."

Now, the lack of bias (1) and ingenu-
ity of a judge, who would take a para-
graph in one porticn of a paper and con-
neet it with a cartoon appearing in an-
other part to which it did not bear the
alightest relation, and to which it no way
referred, are characteristic samples of
the kind of “justice’’ served out to the
worker in capitalist courts.

‘The truth of the eartoon which, as al-
ready stated previotsly in “‘Direct Ac-
tion,’” depicted a eapitalist glorifying in.
war and the destruction of human life,
8o long as profits were rolling in, was not
disputed by either. Judge or Prosecutor.

Both admitted in argument that in
_many - cases, particularly in cohnection
with Shipping Companies, ‘‘dnfair’’ pro-

leaders, -called Jforth~ the cxclamation,
“Huns,”* —from ’ Giinell, a Nationalist
M.P. Ginnell was right. Hunnism, and
all that is commonly meant by that.word,
is nbt confined to Germany.

_The news, by the way, that Jim Con-
nolly was onc of the leaders of the re-
bellion would indicate that the revolt
had something more than a mere politi-
cal signifiecance. The appalling poverty
to be found in the slums of Dublin and
other cities and distriets in Ireland is
perhaps uncqualled in any other part of
our alleged ,civilised world.  Connolly
and Larkin may be said to have been
the first to make any attempt to alleviate
the condition of the workers of Ireland

_by _organisation for . their own protee-

tion.

The Dublin strike of some three years
ago, in some respeets the most remark-
able in the history of industrial strug-
gles, was the first sign that workers of
all erceds in the Emerald Isle were
awakening to the fact that if they were
to be emancipated from their awful eon-
ditions they must act for themsclves and
not depend upon the sympathics (1) of
their elass enemies, Carsonites, Redmond-
ites, and others.

What ocourred in the streets of Dublin
some days ago would have happened atl
the time of that strike, had the workers
then been armed, when defenceless.-men,
women and children were
bludgeoned, and shot by the armed thugs
of Capitalism. ) i

Certainly there were other factors
which eontributed to the uprising, bu
the desperation of a hungry, .outrag
and exploited proletariat was by mno
means the least important. For this rea-
son, and in the light of past history,
the blood-thirsty deed of the ruling class
of Britain—and of Ireland too: for that
matter—in shooting the leaders in cold
blood can well be understopd. To en-
danger property dnd the existence of ex-
ploitation has always been the mest hein-
ous of crimes in the eyes-of that class,
as of their kind throughout the world:

But the working class of Ireland won't
forget. And’it is expediciit, too, that the
workers of other countrics should-note
the tiger-like forocity with which the ex-
ploiting class endeavor to drown in blood
any. encroachments upon their ‘privileges.
“'The Class War in Ireland, however,
has not been extinguished, no more than
it has been’ elsewhere, with the murder

Remem--

battoned;

The Ex‘soldiers’ Future

— —

" AOCORDING TO' ““COCKY.”

To the Editor.

I vead with considerable interest your
valuable little paper, and especially your
Mildura notes.

In April 15th issue, just to hand,
Fellow-worker ('Conuor has solved the
problem of absorbing the returned
maimed soldier to the loud satisfaction
of the fruit grower.
armless man, with two heavily loaded

baskets dangling from two hooks, toil--

ing in the gardens of fair Mildura, ac-
icd-by- a-leglessran-—to pull the

I see visions of an”

~ A Reiga of Terror. |

By OLD EUREKA.

History affords conclusive evidence of period- L

iz recurrences of ‘‘reigns, of terror.” These
have invariably been engincered and operated
against the people at times when the spirit of
liberty indicated a stage of mental development
thit gave promise of the mass becoming
capable of opposing the oppressive. tyranny
_oi rulers. % 7

These cpochs of intimidation on ‘thé pan

of Law and Authority are ever coincident with

an abnormal rising of the tide of vicious license
and brutality of government. At such times
the attitude of those who hold the seats of
_authority is literally Y

i

Well, we in Cowland are much eon-
cerned about gelting teat squeczers who
will toil early and late for little or
wages.  Our wail is lond in the land
where eow gits enthroned. and our
friends of the press council us to-wait
for the returned soldicr, so we view with
alarm Mildura coveting both the lagless
as well as the armless man, We have
always taken great interest in  the
casualty list, as we were promised the
légless as the es for Cowland.  Toil-
ing in the gardens of Mildura under the
scanty proteetion 'of the A.W.U. will' bo

paradise for the armless man compared

to the lot of his legless comrade slaving
for the Cow Bavons and Paspalum prin-
ces of the north, and when the time
comes to absorb the maimed and helpless
we will be found elaiming our share.

1 do not know the patron saint of the
1LW.W, but they will never feel the
need of a Christ greater than when they

have to toil at the merey of the moen of

Cowland. [ do not, however, blame any
fellow cow worshipper. I blame the
avorker, who seems content under such a
rotten state of affairs, and truly if there
is going to be a bottermefit of their con-
dition, it will only be through their own
efforts. i

If they listen to us we will tell them
to trust in God. It's a poor argument
but sufficient for our purpose. Sinee the
worker is eontent under the present
wage-systom, is happy in his slavery,
feels cased by the exploiter, and rather
likes the proeess, it might just as well
be Jones as Smith. 1 worked and chafed
under the wage-system; [ looked for
the rails, and found them massed action
or One Big Union; but the average
worker has a soft ing for the boss,
T saw little hope of his Being roused in
time to help me, so T joined the master
class. But my foothold is slippery, so |
barrack and work for the only thing
that will permanently benefit my class;
therefore, on with the work of edueation,
T donot know whether your organisation
is growing or not. One time T used to
meet a rebel or two, but have met none
now for a year. And as all my cocky
neighbours are Tory, I am likely to be
converted to that cult.

T will eonclude wishing your paper
and organisation every success, and
glary at the faet that Tom Barker has
been-sueecssful-in-drawing the-fire of the
master class, as it takes this sort of thing
to bring vividly home to the worker to
what lenpgths they are prepared to go.

T am, yours for humanity always,

A.J. H. JONES,
Farmer, Tarce.

MELBOURNE Aﬁmﬁ.
—_——

Local No. 8, 243 William Street,
Monday, 8 p.m.—Busincss Meeting.
Thursday, 8 p.m.—Educational Class,
Working Class Feonomics.—T. Turner,

*  Instructor.

riday, 8.30 .p.m.—Propaganda Meeting,
Brunswigk, corner Sydney Road and
Victoria Street.

Sunday.—Propaganda
Bank.

The rooms are open to all warkera cvery
night. All working class papers on
file. Good Library. A welecome to
all the *‘disobedient ones.’”

Meeting, Yarra

of a prominent few and the sound of &
dozen rifle shots. Every act of oppres-
sion is but the seed of future revolt. Qut
of the Irish drama will arise, not alone
in Ireland but in all eountries, more

clarified itleas of the:aims and objects of

the working class movement, and the
means by which they ean be achieved.
By Industrial Unionism' alone can the
armed forces of Capitalism be paralysed.

. By the use of this weapon only can the

working class- of all countrices, includi
Ircland, be. really free. e
? T. G.

my mouth, let no dog bark.™ . :

At such times eVery noble. sentiment ex-
pressed in speech, or by the- printed word,
stands as a living reproach to the base and
despicable action.of .tijedpowers that be, and
must be suppressed by means and at cvery
hazard, and the scum and dregs of the people
are incited 1o disturb and annoy. every group
«f*virtuous and thowghtful citizens who dare,
in the spirit of freedom, to "questiun(thc wis-
dom and justice'of the pelicy of those, who,
heing public men, should be in the interests
of public security, open to the keenest eritic-
ism.,

The most palpable proof of the rising of n
reign of terror is that peaccable citizens cannot
assemble in public meeting o discuss the
right and justice of any course of public action
without being subject to the perils of moh
law, and not only is free spaech gagged, but
the freedom of the press is, violated and
stamped out. Two journals, as I write, are
boyecotted for transmission through the post,
and the publisher of another is under sentence
of twelve months’ imprisonment. Can it be
that this is amongst the descendants of the
brave men who suffered, fought, “bled and
died for freedom of thought, freedom of
speech and freedom of the press? Is it for. this
dwindling remnant of the full meed of liberty
they won and bequeathed to us that we are
called upon to fight anew?

If so, let it he so. Let us renew the old-
time battle in the spirit of Milton in his con-
test for the liberty of unlicensed printing, the
full value of which is cmbalmed in the im-
perishable words:

“Give me-the liberty to know, to utter,
and to argue freely, according 1o conscience,
above all liberties.”

This spirt of prosecution and tyranny is
not, however, void of compensations, the best
of which is that it signifies an advance in the
intelligence of the people, else there would be
no question ar challenge of the pernicious acts
of governments. '

1t was this spirit agaiast the rising tide of
intelligence and its accompanying desire for
more freedom that consigned Defoe to the pil-
lory, there to bes pelted. with the rotten gar-
bage of the strects by the low and brutal Bri-
tish mob, the same brutal .persecution of the
freedom of the press that nailed Prynm to the
pillery posts by his ears, and when the time
of his expiation had passed, released him by
the simple process of slicing off hiy cars, leav-
ing him to walk away with his bloody and
mutilated head as a grim testimony to B

freedopr—of which—there—is;- methinks,-indiea~
tions pf a revival on Australian soil in our own
times.

\

Working-clasy men and women of Australia
stand solid as a phalanx for your birthright,
freedom of speech. If that be taken from thost
who never flinch from voicing your wrongs,
vour claims for justice, who dare the penalties
of fine and imprisonment in the true interesis
of working-class freedom, you are lost; the

When I, Sir Oracle, open

torch of freedom will be dashed from the hand °

of those who now carry it in your trust and for
your weal, and wgll be extinguished in the mire
of political duplicity. There is no half mea-
sures on the road of -pesistance to tyranny. You
must go all- the way. Therefore, stand firm
behind those who are in the van of the strifc

“for a greater share of social, moral, civil and_

industrial freedom.

Remember, liberty, and every principte of
liberty, can only be maintaiped by sacrifice
and suffering.” Tt was the price of the few
liberties remaining to us. As others bore pains
and penalties to pass them down to us, so must
we pay-in kind to pags them on to the sons and
daughters of all men: °

“For Freedom's battle once begun,

Bequeathed from bleeding sire to son,

Though baffled oft is ever won.”

We are not, and cannot be all speakers and

writers, but let very man and woman who is

A wage-earner stand in firm moral and finan-
cial support of Tom Barker and all others who
are the viclims of persecution and’ tyranmy:

those who fight for justice and truth, and you
need not fear that the word fail will be found
in the lexicon of Industrial Unionism.

; o .
Industrial * Unionism means - enough of

averything and not too much of anything,
including work. 5 .

—-——Workers;-stand-your -ground" in the ranks of -
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THE OACKLE OF UONSCRIPTION.

By Ajax.

A hen that lias just laid an ogg oreates
“far less fuss’than the soteric of conscrip.
tionists who are professedly coneerned
anent the nation’s welfare.  Presumably
those who shrick for slaughter really - re.
present the sweating fraternity.  Apart
from thc_pcrﬂnllnel of the proninent eon- «

“with--ugly - pohsibilitics - for— the—Inbp:

L

movement, * Labor was not - consulted
about the war, yet is expected to shoul-

" der the -burden, having cverything' to

lose and nothing to gain thereby. Long

before this Labor organisations should,
have formed a War Couneil which would -
decide Labor’s attitude on the war, ir-
tespective of what Ih‘ncr classes think or.
wish, and not let’ a.few rencgade poli-

ticians and conscriptionists urroguntly:

dictate what the worker shall and shall

not do. - ;

Meanwhile the advoeates of the orgin-
isation of murder should be challenged
on”every occasion. - It is peculiar that
the Jingo clique who howl for wmurder
mostly belong to the same crowd whoe

seriptionists, which in- itkelf is sifficient before the war yelled. for peace—indus-

to' damn the eause, .one finds the minis-— trial peace -and- arbitration—men who

ter for murder tEl]mF a deputation” of 'held up their hands in horror.at the idea
o g 5 ;

. conscription would enable Australin to
send more men to the front.”! TFurther, -
even if conseription” weke ‘i -force, it.
would take nearly three years to-oestab.~

« lish the system, and doubtless the, wapr °

will be decided long before 1919, - Again,
some military authoritics are not fuvour-
able to. the scheme;-this is becoming
more pronouneed as people hegin to re-
“ilise that this s a war of “‘braing and
machinery,” not* niere man-power, ‘s
conseriptionists infer. That even: from
a conservative standpoint - the conserip.
tionists have no case, is abuidantly evi-
dent by the way they try to stampede
the public with bluff and bluster,
Lately the publie has been treatesd: to
the speectacle of alleged representatives
of Labor, some at least. of whom only o
few years back- preached anti-militarism
and Socialism, now shrieking for slaugh-
ter and arrogantly . proclaiming. thats
“‘men must.go.”” There is not the slight-
est attempt to justify their pesition or
prove their peculiar ' statements, onlv
threats: and ‘insinuations against all and
sundrr.  These saviours of Empire (an
imaginary geographieal distinction) ap-
parently live well and enjoy them-
aelves, while endeavouring to persuade
other people to make sacrifices and fight
for- their liberties.. The attempts to
muzzle the press, stifle fiee speeeh, and
bludgeon individuals whose ideas do not
harmonise-with militarist -manines- makes.-
it obviqus that we require more liberty
}wrc,t without going 12,000 miles to fight
or it.
The point that the workers should
clearly understand is that exploitation is
the enemy. No matter under what flag
and_lrrcapective of what nationality the
soldiers-may be, who for the moment oc-
cupy alien territory, exploitation goes on
! Commiereialism is cosmo-
" politan and identical in its operations in
all the belligerent countries, killing and
crippling’ the workers even faster than
the military. machine.
Militarism is ouly a <econdary item
anscriptionists‘arc realls after indus-
trial  conseription. Sweaters do
not care onc cent. for Empire,
but  are’ very anxious to conserve .
_1beir cldss interests after the war. Such
phrases as ““dilution of labour,” ‘‘na-
tional service,” and “‘cfficiency’’ show
clearly that intense -exploitation of ln-
bor under militarism is what is wanted.
“Onee that is assured the-capitalistsin all
warring countries can conveniently pateh
up peace and trade with cach other as
amicably.as they did before the war.
. Owing to public ignorance and the po-
litical patriotic piffle with which the
people have been surfeited, we have been”
accustomed to look at military matters
through the spectacles of prejudice. For
instance, if a person tells or orders an-
other man to kill somebody, both the law
and public opinion condemn that indi-
vidual, but if a plutoeratic patriot (whe
is making no sacrifice on hehalf of cni-
pire and is possibly making money out of
war) should order others to their death,
then h6.is” an empire . builder, a moral
citizen, & most important personage
whose heart is bleeding for the welfaro
of the nation|
In a short article one. has not space to
enter -into such questions as the ex-
tremely small percefitage of members of
the sweating fraternity who have enlis
ted, the repeated rfeports of merchants
trading .with enemy countries, the gen-
eral unpopularity of the war, ete.; but in
Epite of the censor sufficient has become
known for people who have ears to hear.
. Above the din and howl of Empire

Baviours the caekle of'the conscription-
i5tg is heard. »Shorn of'ita fine phrases
and military glamour,. their “motive
stands forth in all its murderous hideous-
ness. “They are out for murder and slav-
ery, or both, and no amount of patrigtic
piffle will hide that fact. These sinister
gentry are a to the ity in

doubtiul-if —of destry
. violenee,

~and would deluge the country.

_in_other conseript countries.

_inscribe on -our  banner the

, and
- People who pleaded piteously
for the rights of ‘the individual when
‘their * commereial  thieving was ques-
“tioned, men who denounced taxation:as
robbery, and turned pale at the press re-
port of 2 masked burglar in the suburbs;
the same hypoeritienl erew who wax elo-
quent anent the ethics of Jesus Christ,

ith blood
These respectable

i the cause of trade.

-gentry of the ‘“law and order" type, who

deseant on *‘the sanetity of the marriage
tie,”* *‘the holiness of the lome,'. pro-
pose to drag thousands of men from their
homes (drive capital ont of the country)
and send them like sheep to the slaugh-
ter, not forgetting to'sweat those wha are
left for the glory of Empire, thus smash-
‘ing the home, marriage tie, and in}]ictmg
poverty and misery-on the population.

Before this is in print the unive
murder league will doubtless lny st
on the faet that the English Goverument
intends to or has introduced conserip.
tion. Whether the peopls in  England
accept conseription or refuse to have it
ig their busingss. The position in Austra.
lia is somewhat different—and thers will
lic no conseription -here if Labor deeides
“We will not have it.””  No doubt the
same lying promises and cunning Hun-
nish tactics to gradually drag the people
in separate seetions under the cloven
hoof, of militarism will be attempted as
Australia,
comparatively speaking, isalready ahnu}--
dering & heavy military burden, and it is
safe to assume that once the eomsarip-
tionists, who after oll are only a s:umll
noisy minority, are allowed to dominate
the community they will not rest until
everybody is roped in.-alprays exeepting
-themsclves—and the ideal of the servile
state so bitterly denounced by the
world’s greatest thinkers, and so dearly
cherished by sweaters, is attained.

If they do not wake up meantjme, per-
chance when too late the workers will
realise the truth of that old adage:

“Bternal Vigilanee is the price of
Liberty." T

I.W.W. Preamble.

. The working class and the employing class

—}ave-nothing -in..common, __There_can be no

peace so long as hunger and want are found
among millions of working pcuplu, and the few
who make up the employing class have all

-the good things of life.

Between these two classes a struggle must
go on until the workers of the world organise
as a class, take possession of the earth and
the machinery of production, and abolish the

L wage syStem. .

We find that the centreing of the manage-
ment of industries into fewer and fewer handy
makes the trade ‘unions unable to cope with
the ever—growing power .of the employing
class. The trade unions foster a State of. af-
fairs which allow onec set of workers to be
pitted against another set of workers in the
same industry, thereby helping to defeat one
another in wage wars. Moreover, the trade
unions aid the employing class to mislead the
workers into the belief that the working-class
have interests in common -with their em-
ployers.

These conditions can be changed and the
interests of the weorking-class upheld only by
an organisation formed in such a way that all

its members in any ope industry, or in all in- |

dustries; if necessary, cease work whenever a
strike or lockout is on in any department
thereof, thus making an injury/to one ah in-
jury to all. : -

Instead of the conservative motto: “'A fair
day’s wages for a fair, day’s work,"” we must
revolutionary
watchword: ““Abolition of the wage system.’’

It is the historic” mission—of-the~wofkirg—nare—not working men-
-class to do away with Capitalism. The army

of prod must be organised, not only for

general and lsbor in particular; for- con-
Seription 'is essentially a class measure,
entailing hardships on the poor and ex-
emptfons for the rich. Fd
Fhe-question of compulsion is franght

the everyday struggle with capitalists, but also

to carry on preduction when Capitalism shall

have been overthrown. By organising. indus-
trially, we aré forming the - structure of the
Dew society, within the shell of the old. -

‘.-- -.-g_\m{" it e 2 s ,. _‘ AN

b

. Dabor Governmenis are managers of .
capitalist business, ~ Any other Labor
Government would only do what the pre- ’
sent is doing, :

. The workers must realise that the poli-
ticians 'are their onemies, and organise
80 03 to L2 able to fight the poliicians,

The Labor Conference whieh has just
‘been sitting in Sydney disclosed the fact
that there is a_growing discontent among
the ‘industrial .workers with the result-of
political action.  “The discontent, it is
true, has takem the form of an. attack
on the Labor Government, demanding a
more radical poliey on the part of labor

Jnionists and PLL

English, * Weekly, 48 per year. Pub-
lished by the ILW.W., 330 Castlereagh-
?trﬁt,'-Sydngy.’ N.8.W. e i

. SOLIDARITY."" =
English. Weekly, 6s. 6d. per year. Pub-
lished by the:L.W.W. Publishing Bureau,
112 Hamliton - Avenue; Cleveland, Ohio,.

“A BERMUNEAR."

(The Wage Worker.) -
Hungarian. Semi-Monthly, 6s. 6d. per
year. 360 East 8Ist St., New York; N.Y.,

U.S.A.

. (The

. Very likely* the result of the flutter in
the politieal labor dove cots will simply
be. some sort of rcorganisation of the
politieal Lnbor Party. Possibly one
n91itician will drop out aud another
will go in; Ministries and executives will
he' reconstructed either immedintely or
later.”  But the Party will vemain the
sane. The industrial workers have not
et discovered that it is not-so much
their politieal ereed as the compaosition
of their organisation which is nt fault.
They think that all they nced to do ix
to, replace a few - politicians by others

“and pass resolutions as to what the Gov- .

ernment is to do. They do not realise’
that they send representatives to fll cer-

tgin positions in the capitalist svstem,

and that whether these politieal repre-

ventatives - like-it—or-not,-thoy -have to
carry out their task of keeping the cap-

italist svstem going. -

LABOR GOVERNMENT MANAGES
CAPITALIST BUSINESS, -

The Labor Government is-at the licad
of the business coneern ealled the State.
Obviously these political managers can
only do what other business managbrs
can do—namely, see that the industrial
workers do as much work us possible, so
ns to/ make the public business of the
State work as smoothly as possible, and
‘80 as to be ablg to pay the requisite pro-
fits to the real ewuers, the capitalists.

How futile it is for the Labor Confer-
cnee-to pass resolutions esndemning the
Labor Government for looking well after
the interests of the capitalists! Why, if
the Conferenee succeeded in getting new .
political managers installed in the plaee
of the old, they could only do what the
present Labor Government is doing, or
if they refused to do so, the capitalists
could refuse to place the resources of
the country at thgir disposal. )

The. crities of the Labor Government
do not know what they want. They
want the war earried on, They want the
capitalist interests preserved. They do
not want a different system to what they
‘have. Yet, they are discontented and eriti-
eise the Government. The fact is that
wany of those who take a leading part
in' the attacks on the Covernment
simply want to take the place of the pre-
sent politicians and to let everything go
on as it did before.

INDUSTRIAL UNIONISM THE OUT-
s COME

The-industrizkworkers_have. not yet

realised that the politicians are their
encmies as well as other eapitalists. The
LW.W. has been so far successful as to
demonstrate to the industrial workers
that the Labor Party has been useless to
them, ‘but the industrial workers still
cling ta the hope that some other poli-
ticians will be able to emancipate
them.

It is a dream! All politicians are para-
sites, and will do nothing for the indus-
trial workers, but will filen as much from
them- ns possible of the wealth they pro-
duee and give it 1o the idle classes. The
industrinl workers have not yet discov-
cred that it is useless to enter into al-
liance with politicians, and that the only
sound working class logig/is to fight the
politicians tooth and naid to get as much
as possilbe from them,

But the time will
ers will realise that their interests lie
with their fellow workers, combined into
one big union of workers, and not with
the politicians, the priest, or the capital-
ist slave-owner. But it will not come be-

* fore the workers have had more dire dis-

appointments with political . confidence
men, On every hand we have politicians
with their glib tales as to what they are
going’ to do for the working class.
Workers! Do not believe them. There
is only one ¢lass which you can believe;
that iz your own class. The' politicians

you know they are only trying to deceive
you. ' Consider them as your enemies,
-and demand from them what you are
entitled to—the. world's wealth, and if
they do not give it to you, organise until
you are strong enough to take it.

e H. CHRISTOPHERSON.

Ii they-say..50, .

ALLARM
Alarm.) =
—awWe ‘ﬁﬂurwaxi'mibaniﬂr-ﬂ{onthly.——.
4s. peér yedr. "164 W.~Washington St., , |
Chicago, IIL, US.A. . ;

‘'SOLIDARNOSO.
(Solidarity.) T
Polish. Weekly. 6s. 6d. per year. 164
W. Washington St., Chicago, IIL, U.S.A.

“DARBININKU BALSAS.”
(The Voice of the Worlkers.)
Lithunanian. Weekly, 6s. 6d. per year.
869 Hollins St., Blatimore, U.S.A.

“HET LIGHT."

Flemish. Monthly, 4s, per year. Fran- .

co-Belgian Hall, 9 Mason St., Lawrenee,
Mass,, U.S.A..

“IL PROLETARIO.
(The Praletariat.} i
Italinn, Weekly, 6s. 6d. per year. Gen.

Del. Tlanover Sta Boston, Mass., U.8.A.

“EL REBELDE," -
(The Rebel.) | 5
Spanish, Bi-Weekly, 4s. per year. Bun-
dle vate 1d. per copy.  Address all eom-
wnnieations and remittance to Adminis-
tratayFl Rebelde, Box 1279, Los Ange-
lox, lifarnin, U.S.A.

“RABOCHAYA RECH.”
{The Voice of Labor.)

Russion. Weekly, 4s. per year. Bun-
dle rates, 1d: per, copy outside Chicago.
‘Address: 1146 South Deaplaines  St.,
Chieage, IlL, US.A.

IIA IIUZD"

(Light.) .

Portugese, Scemi-monthly, Subserip-

tion 4s..per year. Bundles of 50 1d. per

copy. Addresss, 699 South First St
New Bedford, Mass., U.S.A.

ADDRESSES OF LW.W. LOCALS.

Adelaide Local 1.—Seeretary-Treasurer,
8, 0. Drummoud, 43 Charles-street,
Unley, Adelaide, S.A, e

Sydney, Local No. 2—Seeretary-Treasur-
er, T. Glynn, 830 Castlereagh-strect,
Sydney, N.8.W.

Broken Hill, Tocal No. 3.—Secretary- -
Treasurer, E. J. Kiely, Palace Build-
ings, Sulphide-street, Broken Hill,
N.S.W.

Fremantle, Local No. 5.—Secretary-Trea-
surer,-O:-T:-Reeve,-18 ;South-street, - -

. Fremangle, W.A,

Boulder Loeal, No.™ 6. cretary-Trea-
surer, P, H, Lunn, Liane-strect, Boul-
der, W.A . 4 ) .

Brisbane, Local No. 7.—Sgeretary-Trea- -
surer, 3. E. Bright, Redfern-atreet,
Wooloon-Gabba, Brisbane, Q.

Mclbourne, Loeal No.  8—Secretary-
Treasurcr, R. Power, 243 William-
street, Melbourne, V. . ,

Perth, Local No. 10.—3ecretary-Treasurer
A. Westbrook, Vietoria Park, East
Perth, W.A.

Mount Morgan, Local No. 11,—Secretary-
Treasurer, A. Murpby, Queensland
National Hotel, Mount. Morgan,
Qucensland. < ]

Cairns (Russian), Local No: 12—Secret-
ary-Trensurer, W. Yudaeff, Box 201,

* Cairnd, N. Q.

Subseribers who do not receive their
“Direct Action’ regularly and promptly
arc requested to write to the Manager,
and give particulars, so that he may take -
steps to get the matter remedied.

SUBSCRIFTION BLANK
For : /
“DIRECT "AOTION.”
- Enclosed pledse-find-P.0. for 4, for
which please send ‘'Direct Action” for
one year to the following address:—
Name......oocinavns
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(To *“Direct Action.”}
Your ‘note . on .the screed, "A Wetrospect
and'a -Growl," let the wrlter off.ensy; indeed,
there was a fear that it was much {co mild

* from. your  viewpoint, and that it ‘would be

interned, in your W.P.D.
To those of us, and we are many, who have

* been so0 long: accustomed te Jook- to our re-

presanrntllvea in Parliament [e'r a ‘closing-up
of the difference between those who get much
for doing littlg-and thoseé who do much and

severa-wranch to seyer our:

and ‘The

5

DIRECOCT
" il

Y Leds L T T e e b R et
which fosters 'it.  The “selfishness” which
troubles our correspondent will, when ealight-
ened, bo the best guarantee of working-class

- solldarity, for eurcly: he will oot demy that

. in their relatlons

with their masters the
workera-are notl nearly selfish sqough.

We would remarvk fpally that when the
wofkers gain cerfain conceseions by direct
petion it s immmterisl to them whetier. they:
are legally established by Parlinmentary ac-

A Double-edged

Criticism.

B

The “followizg paragraph . represents

tion or not. ‘The concrete-gain-is tho-jmport-  Melbourne ‘‘Aze’s’’ views of Ueorges
ant factor, mot its legnl recognition. on the . Sorel's -execllent \\';lrk,_ I.eﬂvelmu{; on
Statute Dook. Moreover, the histéry of the - Violenee,”” a work which, by the “way,

Australlan Labor Farty has fully provea the

futility "ef Parliamentary action in radically
altering economic conditions.—Ed.)

Bi‘bken Hlﬂ Notes.

*nbit

t*to need no better recommendation
io working class readers than 'this: self:
sime éap s venont being sput
However, the genius who compiletl
the paragraphimust bave had ““The Age'’
“and  publications of  its kind in “his
mind’s eye when writhig, as his eriticism
- of Sorcl’s work, applied to ““The Age’”

to the satisfaction of the large audlence, Ar '
“the close of the mddress & variety of ques——
tions were submitted to the spedker, and ye.
ceived answers in tha main, satisfactory o °
the inquirers.- 3

Mr. Tom Butler, of the A.W.U., under cover

of a question, enddavoured to resume negotia. i

tions for a public debate With F. W: Reeves..
Some consideraifon.had been given to.ruch o
praposil some time ago, but lapzed consequsnt
en the absence of Mr. Buter from Perth,

F. W. Reeves finally-etated thar.in any de:
Late he would stand as the fully accreditey
ropresentative of the LW. W[, and would meei
only ‘an equally authorised representative cp
the AW.U. .

This statement terminated the volubllity ot
the A.W.U. ehamplon, whq At once closed up
like an oyster. v y

At 7.30 In the evening F. W. Reeves ‘agaln
appeared in-the-large hall of the Literary In.
stitute, and dealt ably and ‘4t.length with a

solves from, old Ideas and. & rather dificult
propdsltion ‘to_adopt new methods which .we

. do not altbgether. understangd.” But to‘progress

is an eternal law, and if ofle means fails an-
other .must be tried.

We workers know that under modern con-
ditions we' produce. much more than our
wages will purchae, —amt that-“wlhen- slack
times come alonig we have.lo tighten our belts
while our exploiters- fare sumptuously on our
surplus producls. We want fo know, Why is
this thus? and are seeking a reniedy. .

Trades Unlonism’ bas certainly done some-
thing to amellorale working-class conditions;
but that weapen has ‘never been made fully
effective. There are miny voluntary union-
ists who "have but the slightest conceptlon
of what unionism means—iher ar: not class-

consclous; It is self all the time; there are
others whe have been forced Into unions be-
cause ol strenuous nrgnnlagllun and the ope-
ration of “prefcrence” in and on Government
works. And yet there 'are avowed antl-union-
ists in almost every class of labor who con-
‘trive to get at least some of Lhe benelits with-
out parting a red cent, and are mean cnough
to chuckle al thelr own smartness.

The Combination Laws have. been repealed
for several RFDQFIUDHR, and propaganda work
has been going on all the time, and still there
are thousands of wage-eainers, even In the
mest advanced countries who do not belong
If these recaleitrant Individuals,
who are blind to their own interésts, will not
ot present help their fellows in an attempt to
betler working-class conditions, what cnance
is there of organising One Big Union?

But granted that this most sincerely-desired
object is attained, the "slackers” &nd the antl-
unjonists—unless they prove more amenable
to the One Big Union methads than those at

present in use—will be a menace to rather *

than a help towards the solidarity of labor.

There s one other matter. Our (riends the
enemy have hitherto done most of the law-
making, and also strongly influcheed that of
the Labor Party, and have taken advantage
of svery polnt the framers left open (o them.
Thera ard many cases of attempting to
“blull" on a technicallly—a “try on" worth
while to associated employers—and that ac-
yllon falling have accepted the judge's ruling
In respect to simllar cases, even though at
times we have tHought they were favored in
the administration of the law. And the laws
of a country, we must remember, have all the
nachinery of government behind hem, both
eivil and -military. You have no hesitation
in saying that the “Direct Actjon" programme
means revolution (industrial)? If it is suc-
cessful in gaining the concessions asked for,
then how by other than “Parlinmeniary ac-
tlon" can those conditions be established?

Those desiring lo be enlightened number
more than

“TWENTY-FOUR."

(Our correspongent’s pessimism with re-
pard to the “chances” of the One Big Union
is scarcely justified on the grounds set forth.
If there are “many voluntary unionists 'whu
have but the slightest. conception of what
unionlsm means”—nol baing class-conscioua
—Iit can be traced to the fact that Trade
Unlonism’ has not-combined class aducation’
with organlsation. On the contrary, its pro-
tagonists, in the majority of cases, advocate
vilews which cut the ground from benenth the
reason for organisation of any characier—
namely, Identity of Interest between master
and slave. E

The principle of Arbitratian, to which Trade
Unionism In Australia has pleiged itself, s
in flself tantamount to an admisslon that both
sldes, Capflal and Labor, have certaln
“rights.”” Class-consciousness implieg the con-
trary: and i Trade Unlonism by word and

"_,_ac'uun fosters and promotes. ldeas which pre-

vent p:e development of class consclousness
on tho part of the workers, i scems to us
one of the. soundest argu ts Par its repu-
diation and the establishment of something
more consistent. Lasting’ structures cannot
& bullt 6n a foundation of sand, and 8 Work-
ing-class  organleation, consclous of its class
Interests, cannat be bujit up on “principles”
which remove the reason for Its existence.
,The same argument applles so far as those
“recalcitrant individuals, ‘who are .blind to
their own interests,” are concerned. It s,
again, -a questlon of education; mental’ blind-
ness cannot be exadlca'teg by an institution

 Bank™ last' Sunday afternoon.

fellow-worker.

‘Local No. 3 is”now Installed in jts
headquarters at 316 Argent Street. The
hall is a great iraprovement on the old

new
new
pre-

mises, and will énable us to hold indoor lee-

tures every week-end. = ] B

Last-Saturday, F. W, Larkin arrived trom
Sydney, and In (he evening addressed a large
crowd on_the wobblies' corner, where he re-
ceived an enthusiastic and attgptive hearing.
At the samo meeting a resolution was unani-
mously passed protesting against the aclion
of the aythorities in EEHIchlI‘;g ‘Tom’ Barker
for exercising the right. ol free spwech.

. W. Larkin again addressed the open-air
megting on S\l:ltlny.ei>olllng, after which a
lecture was dellvered in the hail by F, W.
Moyle, subject, “The ‘Power of ‘Labar.” The
hal), which seats about 200, was erowded fo
its fullest capacity by an attentive mudlernce.
The subject was well handled and its entnusi-
astle reception augurs well for the future of
the LW.W. in- Broken Ifill.

A strikg took place last week on this ond
of the Broken Hill-Condoblin railway, now
under construction. The trouble was caused
by the action of a ganger in dismissing three
men for w—other reason, anpnranlly? than that
they had refused to buy beer for him in lown.
The men demanded fhe dismissal of) the gan-
ger and (he reinstatement of the men dismiss.
ed.” The local secretary of the Railway Work-
ers and Géneral Ln_hnurqra' Assoclation, to
which most of the men belong, informed their
executive in Sydney ‘of what had occurred,

.and received a [clpkrnm in reply saying that

they strongly deprecated the action of the
lgeal branch-in coming oyt without first con-
sulting their executive. The local branch
then applled for fnancial assistance to the
sirike committee of the combined unions,
which carried thirough the #4-hours’ strike.

Al o mass meeting of the Combined Unions

it was dectded to assist them until they ear-
ried the strike to a successful issue.

were granted, and work was resumed,
May 4th. FRANK F. WARD.

MEL BOURNE- NOTES.

Sinee my last time of writing things are
livening considerably in this town. \aper
sales, the best indicgtion of propaganda dome,
are rising,

Our meetings are well attended and atten-

tively listened to. F.W.'s Kelly, Alf. Wilson,
and Farrall addressed a large audlence on the
For May Sun-
day we.have organised a meeting, the main
feature of which, of course, will be the imi-
prisonment of Tom Barker. Although we re-
cognise the fulility of resolutions; publicity is
always good. Action {s necessiry as never
befora if we are to gain the release of our
Let it ring through the land,
that “an fnjury to one-ls an injury to all”
and let the “Cat” work rapidly, dealing lightn-
ing-like punches (o the solar plexus of the
capitalists’ pocket-book,
" At our Friday night meoting at Brunswiek
we had a blg meeting,-and the speaker, F. W.
Farrall, was poloting out the futllity of armba
resistance and the tremendous power of the,
industrinl weapon—the sirike—to shake oit
any tyranny, when he was warned by the po-
lice for speaking sedition, and although there
was no traffic, his name was taken for ob-
structing the traflic. We sold out all copies
of "Direct Action” and “Solidarity.” '

The Plutes and thélr dupes are putling up
a great stunt in favour of conscription; peti-
tions are flying In all directions, some little
glrls slgning it up to as many as' tive hundred
times. Wake up, slaves! or these mugs wifl
enslave us more completely than the' slaves
of Russia.

R.J.Fs Corresp. Sec, Local 8.

LW.W. PRESS.

M. Kurinsky, 222 £Ivunla -Avenue, Brooklyn,
New York, writes that an LAV.W. paper called
the “Industrial Unionist” is being published
in the Jewish lnﬂgunge. All Jewlsh fellow-
workers' who wish to subscribe* should ad-
dress ‘communications to Box 7, Station P,
Brooklyn, N.Y., U.S.A. We undersiand the
subscription fee ia 6. a year.

The -
following day (Monday) the strikers' demands

itself-and its capitalistic eonteniporaries,

- with a few minor alterations, —could
hardl§: he improved upon by Sorel him-
self.

Here is the par with a few winor al-
teration: ]

The mischievous nonsense preached to
- the ignorant under the guise of cconomie
philosophy by those who live on the
working man 1s well represented by ““The
Age” . (Melbeurne: David Syme and
0.}, a publication in English by the re-
actionary capitalist class. The publica-
tion is recommended ns ‘‘the Classie of
Cupitalism.”" In a country like Austra-
lia, where the only sovereignty should be
that of mind, and the only nobility
should be that of genius, publications
like these should amaze and revelt. Yet
here and there -they find weak echors
amongst—the- loud voiced and féeble-
minded.  The pnblisher’s object is te
“rain the prestige of working class eul-
ture,”” a prestige which up till now 'has
been ‘opposed to the eemplete develop-
ment of the prineiple of the Class War."”
Like the handful of illiterate fellows who
advaocate the erawlsome, i
of POLITICAL ACTION 3
the publisher’s mad expedient for bring-
ing about the milennium is the delara-
tion of a UNIVERSAL WAR and the
ereation of social ruin: He sneers at all

. DIRECT efforts to make men prosperous
nd happy as deviees to destroy €
ism, which nceording to his owu showing
. quite-deserves the fate. Free diseussion
demands that works like these be ob-
served, for ideas, however grotesque,
that gain a certain following are soeial
symptoms,  In Australia, if the worker
has time to foree his w through the
confused jumble of words  and
phrases that make up the large volume,
he will experienee a feeling of withering
contempt, pity, or humor, according to
his temperament.

The original reads as follows:—

“The mischievous nonsense preached
to the ignorant under the guise of eco-
nomic ‘philosopiiy by those whao live on
the working man is well represented by
“Refleetions on  Violenee'™  (London:
George Allen and Unwin), a translation
from the Freneh of a work by the revo-
lutionary Socialist, George Sorel.  The
book is recommended as “‘the classic «f
syndicalism.”” In a eountry like Austra-
lin, where ““the only: sovercignty is that
of mind, and the only nobility that of
genius, ™ doetrines like these ampze and
revelt.  Yet here and there they find
weak cchoes amoengst the loud veiecd arl
feeble-minded.  The author's objeet was
to “‘ruin the prestige of middle-class enl-
ture, a prestige which up te now has
been opposed to the complete develop-
ment of the prineiple of the class war’
Like the handful of illiterate fellows who
advocite the erawlsome, unmanly ereed
of '“class consciousness'” in this country,
Sorel’s mad expedient for bringing ahout
the millennium is the declaration of a
general strike and the ereation of social
ruin. He sneers at all legislative cfforts
to make men prosperous and happy as
devices to destroy Socialism, which, ac-
cording to his showing, quite deserves
the fatpd Free diseussion demands that
worksAike these be observed, for an idea,
howgver grotesque, that gains a eertain
following is a social symptom. In Aus-

alin, if the worker has patience to
foree his way through the confused
jumble of eant words and phrases that
make up the large volume, he will ex-
perience a feeling of withering contempt
- pity or humor, accordin
ment."”’

it

'

g to his tempera-

JOHN M. BURKE,

ECHOES FROM THE WEST.
Perth, Sunday, April 23rd.

Esplanade meeting a bumper, All ather gr-

panisations being conspleuous by their ab-
sence. The LW.W. meeting bécame the one
centre of attraction and afforded a rich n}u-
portunity for propaganda. Organiser F. W,
Reeves spoke, with Mick Sawtell as chair-

‘The subject dealt with was “The Road to
Freedom,” and was clearly and fully treated

" Printed and Publidhed-by

TeeTirs entitied—Fhe-Mareh—of-the-Machi "
prefacing the lecture with a dramatle render-
ing of Edwin Markham's fine poem "The Mag
With the Hoe." :
The meeting closed with questions and dis.
cussion.: off Bt S .
- "Direct Action” and Iliterature sales were
excellent both afternoon and evenlhg,

= ML

-
SYDNEY LOOAL.
Meu:higa, &e.

Street Propaganda at Bathurst ang
Liverpool Streets every Friday and Sat.
urday Bvenings, at 8§ p.m.; also Sunday
Evening, at 7. ’

"~ Meetings in Hall:—— S
Sundny, 8 p.m.—Propaganda.
Wednesday, 8 p.n.—Economic Class,
Thursday, 8 p.m.—Business Meeting.
Saturday Evening.—S8peakers' Class,
Also Public Mecting every Sunday Af.

ternonp in he Domain,

fefly, the reason for uncmployment
is that theee are not enough jobs to go
aranml. What aheut a shorter work-day
and slowing downt ¥

FREMANTLE ACTIVITIES,

Tall, 35 Phillamore Street,
Wedngslday. 8 pm, st Hall: Lecture
night. '
Friday, 8 p.n., at Hall: Economic Class.
Su.l.u_rdnsy, 8 p.m., =t Hall: Business Meot-
ing. .
Sunday Afterncen, 3 pm.,
Perth: Propagnnda.
Loeal 5 has now & library of up-to-date
revolutionary ceonomie  working  class
literature at the 1lall, and allerebels after
some mental dynamite are invited to blow

in and help swell the ranks of the rebel
nrniv. -]

Esplanade.

BROKEN HILL ACTIVITIES.
\\’udl:eﬁ}luy Evening, at 7.30 p.m.—Edu
. cational Class.
Alternate Sundays, at 3 p.m.—Business
Meeting.
Altcrglntc Sundays, at 3 p.n.—Economie
58

Sunday, at .30 p.m.—Outdoor Propa-
randa Mlecting, near Post Office, in
Argent-street, .

Good Library. Also good enllection
of Literature-for sale. All live rebels
welconte.

Treasurer, B. J. Kiely, 316 Argent St.
Broken Hill, NS.W.

» NOTIOE.

Subseribers and members ean now ob--:
tain a complete file of the 2nd volume of,

Dircet Action.” The volume contains
from number 21°to 55, inclusive, and
dates from- February 1st, 1915, to the
samc-date in 1916.

The complete file will be forwarded to
any part of Australiz upon reecipt of
money order for 3s, .which includes
postage.

From an historial standpoint, as well
as from an cdueational standpoint, the
volume is essential. All_the information
re the Newcastle free spoech fight, the
poster and stickers case, the hundred and
one strikes of the year, are contained
within the volume, ;

It also includes **Cresset’s’’ satires,

Nicholl’s cartoons, "West's Ballad of
B!RIllﬂnd Gaol,”” “General Strike,” At
bitration Court,” and *The Interrup
Snooze,” as well as dozens of first

" articles and criticisms upon matters it

dustrial and political.

An carly application is neccssary, 3¢
the supply of files arc limited. Thero 8m
no files of the first volume left.

J. B. King, at .

408 Sussex Street>&ydney, on behalf of
the Industrial -Workers of ‘the World:




