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SYDNEY, May 6 1916..

By TOM BARKER,
It may be quite o while before I devote any

- mwre of my-tine to writing spasms, so- I will—

make it good and hot this time My case
comes off on the 4th of Mpy, and after .that
date 1 presume that I' will be the gpest of His
Majesty’s Federul Labor Govérnment at Long
Buy Venitentinry., I don’t reckon that it will
nmke.me penitent, od they have already hagd two
‘tries and failed both times,
0 - - - . .

senatur Pearce is the gentloman whe-is re-
o for my perséeution. Speaking at the
nference at the opening session, Mr.
earee ineilentally referred to the immense
profits that were being made out -of the war,
and stutéd that the position ought to be met
by taxation, My-erime’ is for stuting the same
farts a8 Mr Pearee.
spunsible for petting me  twelv

is
months, for
«ritivising the same people as he did. " Does Mr.

Te-

Pearce want to monopolise the spenking of the *

truth to himself?. Or is there a differenee be-
tween saying o thing and publishing it?, I
want to know.

. . s . . .

After hearing Fellow-Worker Grant on  my
ense, the Brisbune Industrial Council, and the
Huilding Trades Federation passed strong reso-
lutions agninst the Govermment, The v
was well reported in the columuns of the *¢ Daily
Standard.’’ which will certainly have a _far-
reaching -effect upon the workers in the *‘Nor-
thern State.  FOW, Grant is optimistic  about

er

is-taking the matter into all aflilioted unione.

v thapks to the Brishanites for their work.

Vl s - - - .

Fellow-Worker King hus had o very busy

time in Melbourne. In uddition to nddressing
iany unions, he spoke wpom invitation before
the Pulitical Labor Conference held in that
ety on my e, A dnpuhnilm hns been ap-
pointed “to bring, with other matters, my case
before the Government. On last SBunday week,
o monster demonstration was held on the-Yarra
Bank, which was addressed by J. B. King, Miss
Puikhurst, F. J. Riley, R. 8. Ross, and Alf
Wilson. - Resolutions were  passed upon  the
case. . The Clerks’ Union and others have writ-
ten the minister in regard to the niatter. Many
of the Politftal Labor Counvils are also taking

—the-mmtter up - Pharks- to -allfor their—untir-.
ing eforts,

. . » . . .

From various other purts of the eountry the
#nie good reports are coming’ in.  Fellow-
Worker O'Malley, writing from Darwin, N,
soys, *If you want money, wire immediately.
e railway workers at Emmet, Q., have sent
in a petition signed by eighty-five workers, ask-
ing fur my release.
have also sent in o demand countersigned by
every militant- worker in the district.  The
Qucanbeyan, Picton, Grifith, and Glenreagh
section of the TWW. i G, Labourers? Asgocio-
tion have sent in their disopproval of the action
of the authoritiea. — =

. s s = . .

The swatter is o be brought up va a  con-
venient dute at the Politieal Labur Conference,
in Sydney, by Mr. T, D, Muteh.  Mr. Mutch
very successfully piloted’n resolution o} zensure
npon Minigter Black for his inearceration of W.
4. Chidley. We believe that the eminent Mr.
Black, who is the lust word upon matters of
morality and ‘deucney bas beeome more coneili-
atory over the Chidley case, and we hope thal
this uch persecuted man will have hiy liberty
ugain in the.next few daya.

. . * . . .

If the-oys are going ite get mo out of guol, I
‘hope that they will have we outfor -the con-
cert on May 13th, Still, if I am in duranee
vile, T shiall be ‘there:in spirit. 'Lust-Mayday
toncert some of pur best fighters were i‘n the
"'"ll‘lmr-nt*‘ﬁifthm. So T mippose that it is

. up T me, Hope that you will oll be there, and
that you will bring your friends nnd that you
will all ‘enjoy: yourselves to the lumit.. Fill the
Hall right up, for we nre a¥er the carth, we
LW, )

ety . - . .

The LW.W. is making history with'a ven-

.- Bence now-a.days. Onmce we are fixed in, our

The workers at Innisfail |

Warning ‘o Shearers

“There secms to be a.conspiracy of silence be-
“tween ‘the capitalist press and’the Labor papers
of Bydney and Brisbane with regard to - the”
strike at present in progresa in. Central Queens- 5
Jand and other distriets, A member of-lthe
v.U. cnlledl at the office of + Direct Aetion®
on Wednesday last. He had o letter in his pos-
session, received from n' member of the.Btrike
Committee, pointing out that shearers were be-
ing engaged in New South Wales and elsewhere,
and sent to the strike districts, totally unaware

of the state of nffairs until their arrival there. *

Our “informent stated that the '*Australian
Worker!? nbsolutely refused to print nny of the
faets which were contained in the letter, and
his statement is fensible considering that this
strike has now lasted for some
scarcely a word hus appeared in the official
organs of the A.W.U. in Sydney and Brisbane
pertsining thereto,

He further stated thal although nipety-nine
per cent. of those on striké, slicarers, shed hands
and others, were.members of the AW, un
appeal for financial assistance was niet by o
point-blank refusal ‘by Grayndler, the general
secretary, who did ‘mot even trouble to consnlt
his excculive in rolation to the matter.

weoks, and

“This, of course, is only consistent with the
policy of the A.-W.U. organs. From informa-
tion received from various sources is clear .

that this strike is one of the most erious which
has token place in Queensland, or, for that pat-
ter, in Australia, for & number of years. T’ci,
on the face of it, no other conclusion can bo

“drawn, but that the '* Australian Werker,'” tho

‘¢ Brisbane Worker'! and the *‘heads’ of the
Australian Workers’ Unijon, have entered into
a conspirney, if mot with the bosses, at least
with each other, to defeat the rank and filo of
those unionists engaged in the strike.

Howgever, more-anon, Meantime, all shearers
and others concerned, who are contomplating
going north, are hereby warned to get into coin-
njunication with the Strike Commiittee at Mnr-
cnldine, or they may find themsalves,” after
spending their cash, landed into a scab con-
traet.

. SYDNEY HEAD UABTEES;
All concerned are notified that the ad-
dress.of the Sydney Local is now 403 Sns.

sex Street, Sydney. Correspondence,
_however, may atill be addressed to Box.
98, Haymarket, e

BROEEN HILL ACTIVITIES,
Rooms, Palace Buildings, Sulphide-

treet.
Wednesday. Evening, at 7.30 p.m.—Edu-
cational Class, \
Alternate Sundays, -at 3 p.m<—Business
Meeting. »
Alternate Sundays, at 3 p.m.—Economic

ass. . '
Sunday, at 7.30  p.an.—Outdeor Propa-
-—ganda-Meoting, near Post Office, in
Argent-street. )
-Gqod Library. Also good collection:
of Literature for sale.” "All live rebels
welcome, o
. BE. J. KIELY, Scerctary, )
Local No. 3, LW.W.

_———

~ The 1.W.W.’s have but o::&couut'ry-'fhu
“World.
- - -
If your head were ‘fuller your stomach
would stand a better chance of not being
ampt.!.

What is a political platform?, Auswer is
—What the prospective members use to foal
the working class with,
new quarters in 403 Sussex Street, things will
‘boom, as n result of the increased room and ac-
camodation. —Don 't ~forget-the—new_ gaddress,

- . . 1 .

. fellow workers, and give uvs all a look in. - T

don't mean in Lopg Bay, by the woy. Aq\l
we are nice and haundy to Dinnis Guihen.an:
the Trades Hall, mark you us.
. . . s . .
Well, fellow workers, until I see the outside
‘again, Good-bye. "#nd a thousand thanks for
what you have dene, and what you nre DOING.

~wngeslave, or whether this Intest

" Burker case by the wage-slaves

' S_live-i’roduclé |

Eat! thoy are 'catpn for a lady's Iip‘,

Ttich ns the sweets that the wild bees nip;
Aingled vianda that nature hath ponr'd
From the plenteous storea of her flowing board,

* Bearing nb trace of man’s cruelty—save
The red life-drops of his human slave.

"List thee, Lady! and turn aside,

With n lonthing heart, from the feast of pride;
For, mix’d with the pleasant sweets it, bears,

Js the hidden curse of sealding tenrs,

Wrung out from woman’s bloodshot, eye

By the depth of her deadly agony.

Look! they are robes from a foreign loom,

Delicate, light, as the .rose.leaf’s blooni;

NluinE’l’sn ond pure in their snowy tint

As the drift unmark’d by a footstep’s print.

Surely such garments should fitting be

For woman's softness and purity.

Yet fling theni off from thy ehrinking Timb,

Fok sighs have render'’d their brightness ‘dim;

And fuany a mother’s shrick and groan,

And many a daughter's burning monn,

And many' a sob of wild desp

Frow wonmn’s ‘henrt is lingering ‘there.
—Elizabeth M. Chandler,

Sydnef V‘PrcAbpaganda

The meeting in the Domain on Sunday last
was up to-its usual excelleut standard, sales of
literature, paper, and colleetion being highly
satisfactory. The *'Johns in Blue’’ onee again
nade themselves . prominent by taking the
nnunies of some members whv were selling tick-
“ets for the concert, and also of those who were
selling liternture. The objeet of this pers
tion is difficult to understand, secing thot over
twelve mionths ngoe the LW.W. cstablished its
right to sell literature in the Domain, when Mr.
D, R. Hall, Minister of Justice, releaved some
of our members whn_ were groled for this ter-
rible “‘crime,’’ and he even promised the IL.L.
Conference, then :sitting, that further prosecu-
tions would cease. Hall, at the time, was also
supplied, at his' own request, with samples of
the literature being sold.” It 3s to be hoped, by
the way, that he learned something from the
prerusal-thereof.— In-any-—cnse,-nothing further.
was heard of the matter unlil the affair on
Sunday last.  We wonder whether it has taken
Minister: Hall twelve months to find out the
pernicious’ influence of LW.W. literature on the
attention
from the police is due to the interest which
Chief"Sectetary Black has Intely- been taking in

_ LW.W. propagandn.

"In either ense, the LW.W, neither depends
upon Black’s good graces, for its right to {-ll'l)l)&‘
gate its ideas by the printed word.” So Yar ns
the Domain’is concerned, wo hove sold our
iiti-_mtur@,ﬂ,ure for the past fonr and a half
yeurs, und intend doing so for the future, perse-
cution and -prosecution, notwithstanding.

-In the evening A. E. Brown, of Brisbany,
spoke. to n crowded audienge in our old hall in
Castlereagh  strect,  JTWe lost  wmeeting, by
the way, ot this addre; Qur new quarters at
403 Suksex Btreet, apéd much more commodious,
both for weetings And other conveniences, and
when properly fixed up,” Sunday night propa-
gonda in going to-bogm.

Fellow Worker J. B. King ' returned  from
Melbourne during the week, and speaks opti-
wisticaTly of the interest being taken in the
df  Vietorin,
Barker appenrs for trial on Thursday, 4th inst.
If he goes. to’ pmol, the politicians responsible,
from all indications, are not likely to be allow:
ed to forget the foct. The ‘*sub-ent’’ brigdde
throughout Australin certainly won't-. forget.
If the shosf of protests which have rolled in
nre ineffectunl thep action must be tried. The
liberty of one member of the working class is
more sacred than all the surplus values in Aus-
tralia. ot

—

The capitalistic idea of dividing up is for

the poor to do all the work and for the rich

to get all the product.. . -

exhibited considerable anxiety lest

ome, ;

Conscription.

’ —_— e
*'The working class and the employing *

class have nothing in common,’’ is a max-

Am that should be*ever borne in mind by

the former.... = ;
It recurs with striking force to onc's

memory on reading the following resolu-

tion, passed by the New  South Wales

Chambers of Commerce,in Sydney * last.

week :(— : Sk

*“That this conference support the Ho-
bart Chamber of Commetree .in urging
upon the Minister for Defence the de-
sirability, in the event of Government de-
ciding to call out all eligible men in Aus-
tralia, to do so on the lines of the Lord
Derby scheme, dividing the men into sec-
tions to minimise as fav as possible disor-
ganisation of industries.’’

The gentlemen of the Chawbers of
Commerce are highly patriotie; we see.
So patriotic that they willingly favor con-
seription for the workers, BUT—it must
be a scheme which will not “*disorganise
industry,”’ In other words, these pot-bel-
licd *'patriots’’ ave guite eager to &geri-
fice the other fellow's life, so long as the
sacrifice does not entail any loss of profits.

The mover of the wmotion, one Ridley,
an,
other scheme of conseription should takﬁ
away the ‘“‘experts’ in connection with
commercinl industries: as sueh- a -cotrsoe
would reduce their “productive power.”’
In other words, again—profits. The ‘““ex-
perts,'’ of eourse, in the cyes of the Cham-
bers of Commerce, inelude all the rent,
interest and  profit-drawing - fraternity,
who “'kid’' the workers that their *“di-
rective ability'” is nceessary to produc-
tion.

My, John Perry, M.L.A., a* paid-pat-
riot of the political type, seconded the
motion. ““It makes one’s blood hoil," said

Perry, ““to see the fine fellows still loafing
about.'” 1t is indeed a pity that the *“fine

fellows'" are not a little more enthuslastic
in the Dlood-letting business.  People
whose blood boil at seeing *“fine féllows
walking about' would be all the better for
a little operation in that direction. And
now, listen to this you '‘patriotic”’ slaves,
who helieve the dope that conseription is

“fair and demoeratic.””  Patriot John

Perry, M.L.A, says: “IF WE COULD

HAVE CONSORIPTION WE 00ULD 80-
MINISTER THE LAW AS TO DIS-

AD
ORIMINATE." o

There you have it. When the wealtlf
eenisus cards were issued some foolish
people imagined that it was done in order
ta enable the Government to - conseript
wealth as well as men. “‘Direet Action’’
pointed out at the time that its real ob-
jeet was to conseript THE FELLOW-
WHO OWNED NOTHING, The “ex-
perts®” of course will be exempt; most, if
not all of them, would shake the blaod-
stained hand of the Kaizer if he landed in
Svdney to-morrew, rather than endanger
their own cowardly carcases. - .

Listeri to Perry again: ““He urged the
conference 10 maké the motion go further
and strengthen the handd of the Govern-
ment, IN FACT FORCE THEM TF NE.
CESSARY. The wonien, as a war, necessi-
ty, would prepare to take the men's places
in the warehouses, ctc.. They need not be
alarmed (about profits), if they passed a
drastie resolution.””

“Foree the Government if necessary.™
This should convinge ballet-box dupes as
to who really rules, Parliament oy Pluto-
craey.

Sonow, you wage-slaves of Australia,
be prepared to shoulder your guns—or
else DOWN YOUR TOOLS. These are
your alternatives. Shoulder your guns
and leave your women-folk withont pro-.
teetion and without organisation, to be in-

.sulted, kweated, and exploited by Perry

and- Company, to pile up profits for..a
parasitical bunch of exploiters, or else he
prepared and determined to stop every in-
duistry and every wheel in Australia, and
tell these unserupulous ‘vampires that if
they want blood -a little may be shed at

. et S
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Spurious Industrialism.

.

U Wednesday rvening of last week o
vole of censure was passed oo the ol
the Politieal Labor
ts laxity in daing some-

i Government by
Clonferenee Tor
thne for the
Wales. The alle
tion within the
sible for the resolution, wonld seem 1o
I|n|||‘ 1l|.|| - soiie afits members oee

been different
This ddea may be partly s
prompted by Ilu- ambitious aspir-
for Parliioentary honors svithin the
tradde Gniop wovenent, but, whatever the
anolive, 1 reasons eould be given why
Lie we s et not henefit ir
anti-Holoanites! wbition s
e or two, hawever, will suffiee for the
present.

Holwan was censured for **
ol the Lahor ||l:r!t'u|'r||."
B e the
cled-—th
platform had alre
Statnte Book dur
years of ofti

o 1o kow that thy work
i 1 New Routh Wales to-

hnmn\l to heewme atter

———hr eighteen—nmonths—alone the “priess uf—
sities of life have
while

THEC
O per ecenl.
remained s

LT

up In over

R h_\' the in-
tracdietion of juvenile aud female Inbor.
The guestion arises, il thi the result

ol what s tatled Labor leg
A0 per eent, of the ** Labur
law,
lie

lation, afts

Splatform has hecn teanslated into
what in the

me of Judas will e
ot s ter our * Industiinl
eved their hearts’s de-
a0 |N'l cent. linds

I eertain wnvunt of politieal actiom
aver g nnnher of years corresponds with
ion i . notwith-
dinge the-taet that the ;nn(ll!Llnil\ of
Iml has I'fl('l al largely  during  the
tlll anly usion 1o draw

1

s eéolomi

s been 1o as
“master elass to rob and exploit to
or degre Iirty poer 1. of
Jahwr, legislation synehronises with a bit-
Il‘l \(ru:.';.'lv by the fank and filesof the
B &Img"lc' in \\Im-ll they

sist

aopre

ts u;lml lln- ¢ muluting
their-exploiters, the latter have
steal aned syst tically redueed that |
standard.  Yel our ]mh!lcu nnlu\hm]hla
want sUll wove *labaor Tegislation,

The futility of the worker
will-"o-the-wisp,of polities was never more
elaarly illusteated.  The honesty, or other-
wise of Holman and the' vest of ‘then is bes
side the-question.  The workers who are
robbed on  the - Job, must  *“législate
on the joh, . or rather. in their . in-

¢ the

dustrial_ organ, and every law is
“uscless to them, which they are incapable
of enforeing by their industrial power.

If the whole of . the “Labor platform,
over the .ll[ogud betrayal of whieh the,
! Industrialists®” are udzimg so loudly,
were plr..h(‘d iko Taw to-morzow the geln-

¢ positions of master and worker would

v unchanged. 8o long as the latter
must sell his Inbor-power as a commodity,
50 long must he remain a wage-slave sub-
ject to the ceonomic laws underbying the
Wage tem. Paliticians ean not extri-
cate him from that position if they would,
and the vast majority. of them would not
_if-they eould, ng that they believe—
and have every u personally for he-
licving—that the ‘present em s the
hest of all |)o-u.|l:1-

The cconomie Eaw wl to can only

—beanodified-or in-favor -
workers by themselves Hn-nugh seientifie
veonomie organisation, coplined with a°
conseious knowledze of lInRir slave status
"uwider  Capits The smpe prineiple
~will also one day achieve their emaneipa-
tion when the n 1wy power is
ated, 1T our so-called  “*Industrialist
would rementher this and set up to the

what o chanze "would come - over
cene. Bat they won't, They are aty
cted by Pavliaiment ik moth to the
wdle, bt it is the worker whose wings
are singed:

uatue,
the

A Retrospect

AND A GROWL.

(We publish the following article from
one of aur sihseribers, thoush of course

it s understood we do not aagree  with
everything ther The appeal to the La-
bor Party te ccase ** 1 with  the

nee, would
Il hopes for
v oactign, We

te minority
indliente thot the w
something from Parlinmer
don 't
Twonty-dive ye
hirve- gone b,
taneous, entht
Thu
Menthers S
etiien of 35 Lab
e the old Freetrade and Prot
waces and at the sane time exeeeded
the most sungnine expeetations of those
:md thme into the eontest.
tion and’ of funds were
manifest everywhere, but the desive (o
root the noses of the ofd-time i
hogs out of the jonal feedi
evolved a third party in the l.m'
md-Cox methols by which the
wledd ench other flllll
15 with the  per
ie to a sudden stop.
Hoodling land H.I|l\, political
and coneessions Lo rn edatory pe
hing th Ives by
at Il:v\ were developing the
v, were hampered in their ““honest "’
by the wateh-dogs of Labor in
But for them the tranways,
assistanee of some of
5, worlld now De-

ars of Labor in polities
¢ efforts were  spon-
riticing.,

with the i
the chiet

pape

long_to_n company, and the Cola River  Laborshouldn't matter;

tidal waters would be harnessed 1o pro-
vide power for suppling Syduey and sub-
urbs with eleetricity, at similar sgnopoly
rates to those at o ime being ¢
for another eommaodity.  The C
cil.seenred the rights and thereby e
el eheek on the rapacity of the “por
widows’

* syndieate, which wauld other-
. wise extort higher rates thanthey do Trom
those more needy thim lho .|I]|‘g:v(l widlows,
Better conditions
o ‘estab-.
\‘.h ¢ in Op.
i were fairly keen
i dessening the gap between the *haves””
il the ““havenots': they generally kept
in touch with old work-mates and were
wingtiul of their grievanees, There were
inevitably some signs of “side.”” While be-
coming conversant with  parliamentary
procedure, there was o tendeney in some
Labor men to ape not only the : but
glso the methods of the —old - Parvlinmen-
Lartans.

On Labor ion to office supporters
of the Par ed in the fact that
those measures which had  heen  foreed
from their opponents and also those enaet-

ol by themselves, would be so adwinistered
18 to prove their ability to hold the reins
ofvgovernment.  They had the machinery
entirely in their hands—each departuent

-anigd *siele,’

i contrautom And wh(-n the owners of

large commereial buildings and prwate

residences, as well as religious organisa-
tions, showed a saving by day labor over
bmldora estimates, many Labor-support-
ers are bitterly chngrmcd at a Labor Gov-
crnment suspending a plank in their plat-
form to grant concessions to an English
Syndieate for the construction of a rail-
way, The wobbling over labor disputes
has, to say the least,: disgusted ~ many
others.

[1 thé superior elected person finds that
the responsibilities of his exalted position
creates a sympathy for the elass-cnemy of
his gupporters, ean it be wondered at that
trade union officials may be suspeeted of a
similar weakness? “United we stand ; di-
vided we fall,”’ surely stands for Union-
lsm in its I.nu.ulet.t :,Lmsc—l]lc bridge from

13

ced

nd obstrueting each other, even to
llw extent of interdiction, dppual\ and
harsh words aud blows by rival unionists
while the commoen encmy  complacently
looks on, saying, *‘1 am safe while suel
Inuth(rlg love coritinues !’
tion Lm\\ have proved a delusion aud a
deviee of the encmy to prolong
power and our misery. One Big
Union would effeetively deal with employ-
ers, and would also serve to settle  see-
tional matters without feeding the Devils’
Bridage. Craft unionism, the last refuge
of industrial snobbery, will have to go;
then no longer will be heard the taunt of
the tradesman to his sometimes very nee-
[ ant, ““What

|

3 B do you know
about it? You're only a laborer! My
lathier ]:ml £100 for me to learn the
e !

1" And in stich ease the money was
1 iably thrown awa)
In faet the Labor movement as at pres-
ent constituted, having lost its punch, has
arrived at a dead-entl, where it will have
to' shed not enly its caste-bound represen-
30 its caste ideas of arpistoe-

s of the workers, or make
1y free from eraft snobbery
" in swhigh' all classes of labor
will have equal merit and equal rights;”
when it will be impossible for eie union
to fight another on the paltry demarea-
tion lines which have so often, to the de-
light of the eniployers, been the means of
causing disruption in  the ranks. O

- eourse, action in this direetion will eause

in the ranks of Trades Hal!
ofl , who ave looking forward to par-
liamentary honors, and whose hope of at-
taining that coveted position and the ku-
dos pertaining thereto, is keeping  their
siuy little eoterie intaet. But the self-ng-
wlisement of sometimes arrogant indi-
lunls gives no satisfaction to the rank
d file, whom they and the Parliamen-
Labor Pavty have already fooled ton
long. They want something more than
the husks, and the exalted and would-be
exalted persons who think they are the
movement will have either to step out or
gel out.

The Labor Pr

ing of the wi

disn

arty has come to the part-
Not only must all pal-
tering with the plutoeratic minority cease,
but a more cnergetie regard for the inter-
osts of the toilers must be made manifest
L6, the workers who comprise 80 per cent.
of the community—those who batten on
it._wmay _eome.
hard on theui to have to work to live, but,
it’s about time they and their snobbish
tes tried the experiment,
ircet action!’” Think it ye
5! It is by the direet action of
fellows that we are sueh; the
principle has been hallowed by ti on-
ored obseryanee—has heeome "l‘(hpﬁct
able'" in the hands of our class enem
We have been drilled by their subsid \(-{l
-advocates into the belief that our applien-
tion-of diveet action would be sinful and
immoral. Get wise! Failure to sneenss-
futky apply the prineiple is all we need re-
eret. Any forlorn hope in that direetion
is worth the” support of all militant
workers.

out,

VENTY-FOUR.”

STIOKERS,

The Press Committee have plenty of
LW.W. Stickers on hand. hey are in
large type, smart, and to the pomt, Each
Sticker has an lmprmt on it, in aceord-

‘ance with the boss’s law. We will send

atong 1,000 to any address in Australia for
2/9, 500(} for 12/, and 10,000 for £1/2/6.
Please send cash with order. _ Orders will
will be sent to New Zealand, provided
3d extra is enclosed per thousand for ad-

controlled-by-a-Labor-Ministor.—It-—was—ditional-postage—Address: Manager, Box

for them ta see that the heads of
e out the spirvit of the Jaw,
Not as Carruthers and Co. administeved”
the Old Age Pensions—Dby. ercating conle
ditions and. objections w| hich pauperised
1]10 reeipients, but by giving freely that
ich had been fn-vl\- granted. The good
Its of day labor jobs-have been l-u-gr!y
‘minimiséd or worse; by those whose inter-
ests or sympathies weve with the sweat-. .

epart-

98, Haymntket, N.8.W.

BROEEN HILL LOOAL.

‘The above Local wishes it to be an-
nounced through ‘‘Direct Action,”’ that
there is room for one or two good ‘*soap-
boxers'" at the Hill. Jobs are plentiful,
and LW.W. propaganda at the present
time can be sent ahead by a ‘couple of
eﬂiment speakers.

The Arbitra- -

Kalgoor- e News.
' Recently we had a visit from- Broken
Hill strike delegates, and one Eerr, in com.
menting on. his treatment whilst here, md
“Tho Union secrétary here had one oye q
Parlizment, two hands ﬂspp‘mg flags, nnd
both feet on militant unionism.’

Kérr, though- a stranger to me, was ‘the *
only bright spot on the horizen "for some
considerable time, and if that'is not the
truth, every lotter of it, it has never been
wrota or spoken in this part of the world,

Quite a few of us had ‘noticed the tep.
dencies of the union officials, past ‘and pre-
sont, but we could not hope for the amount
of publ:mty which was the result of Kerr's

report.  The Plut.lsh Press, wn;h :ts great
Tt ove for—Arbitrati d-Craft

A-.soaahnns,wu at 1& wit's end haw best to
kill the impression the truth might make
on bony skulls, and redoubled-its- energy in
sliming the pets of capitalism.

The pets try to. justify theselves
saying the Broken Hill mines benefitted to
the extent of something like _6'1700 but

by -

whils (Irylng bhe tears, _l;hey mention that

_{}.;nu is only lent without interest, obliv-
ious of the fact that they are estn:bhshmg a
new pre:edonli in umomam a-la Tke Mo.

We don't stand or fall Wlt.h one and an-
other nowadays; we only lend, if their
names are gond _enough ; and the) have got
sufficient security. If the unions on the
Belt have not the wherewithal to help their
fellows on Broken ITill, who is to blame?
Not the rank and file. The most of them,
thongh. misled, are an Al class, but  teo
lethargic, and allow too much rope to the
ones our Broken Hill mate referred to. But
I'm living in hopes that the old fable re
the calf will come true. The writing is al-
ready on the wall in this country.

The Iligh Cockolorum of this countrr,
who functions in- the interests of capi-
talism, paid ug o visit last month, and heldl
forth in our Town Hall, Although full to
the peck myself of listening to their plati-
tudes and side issues, I allowed my self to
be persunded by worker friends To go, nnd
while there T asked five quest.mns

The hard-worked Premier Scadden jibb.
ed, Ho said they were questions for the
Minister of* Mines to answer. THavo yon
naticed Judas 7 Tf so, tell me if Scadden
is like him. T only put the questions (o
sea if the workers in the crowded hall
woulld recognise him.

In regard to our Local No. 6 it is still
growing, nthough there is little noise at pre-.
sent. The Rebel Reds get scatiered now
and again, but invariably land back again
with fow exceptions, and will be Tere. at
roll eall when trouble begins, which I think
is due shortly.

The Cat will 'phone to the kittens with
a lively tune when word is passed around,
and Pussinboots is a costly creature, too,
when in full regalia.

—"Tabby."

L.W.W. Preamble.

here can be no

have nothing in common.
want are found

peace so long as huoger a
among millions of \a.orkmg people, and the few
who make up the employing class have all
the good things of life. ¥

Between these two classes a struggle must
go on until the workers of the world organise
as a class, take possession of the earth and
the machinery of - production, and abolish the
wage system.

We find that the centreing of the manage
ment of industries into fewer and fewer qu_d:
makes the trade unions umable to cope with
_the ever—-growing power of  the employiog
"class. The trade" unions-foster a-state of af
fairs which allow ome set of workers to be
pitted against another” ‘set of workers in the
same industry, ‘thereby helpidg to defeat oné
another in wage wars. Moreover, the trade
unions aid the employing class to mislead the
workers into the 'belief that the working-class
have interests in common with . their em-
ployers.

These conditions can he chfhgcd and the
interests of the working-clasy upheld only UF -
an organisation formed. in such a way that all
its members in any one:industry, or in all i
dustries, if necessary, cease work whenever 2

-strike or lockout.is on in _any department
thereof, thus making an injury to ope an in-
jury to all.

Instead of the conservative motto:

- The working class_and. LI:?QU'PIOEBR dass

wA fair

day’s wages for @ fair day’s work:" we Sl o
" inscribe on our baoner

the, revolutionary
watchword: “Abolition of the wage system-'

It is the historic. mission of the working-
class to do away with Capitalism. * The army
of production must be organised, not ouly for -
the everyday struggle with camtahs:s- but alse
to carry on production when Capitalism shall
have been overthrown. By orgapising indus:
trially, we are forming the structure of the
new society within tlie shell of the old.
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-~ The-strike-throughout-this seotion -has..

B

Awful Condltlons

IN. COAL MINES, PENNSYL
L.W.W. ORGANISING.

BY ROBERT MINOE. .
Bciore atart.mg for the anthracite coal '

fields to leeEtlgﬂtB and pieture for the+

“Review ", such. conditions as might ac-
* count for a threatened strike of tremen-
dous swe, I cast nhout New Yor}: City for

2 *tip.”
“WHY, THEY H.AVE PIANOS IN
THEIR HOUSESY” exclaimed ong weal-
thy toal'stockholder. (- They imagine that
big war profits’are ageruing and they.
greediky snatch for a part.  They are
waking a gdod living fnd more; now
»

In the ouLskms of Seranton lies the
littTe mmmg.settiement ‘of’ Underwood.
Winning-the- confidence of a mine mle
driver,. I went to-visit gbme miners under
his p{uldnncc 5

The- first hnmc I entered was that of a
Pole, living in a-company house.

‘‘Have yoil o_piao?” I -asked. He.
looked at me guizzieally.

“This ain’t no place to keep a piano,’
he said, pointing to the front door, \\holc
a split up the middle admittéd boih duy—
light and’ whistling wind."

It was cold inside. The back daor was
a. barn door, so erudely hanging in its
place as to shbw a bit of landscape through
the crack.

The house is built of one thickness of
lumber with a little plaster inside.

The miner explained that he--papered
the house and partly floored it himself,
the place as turned over to the renter by
the company having .the bare carth for a
portion of its fleor.

° These company houses—each four rooms
and a lean-to—are built in a dismal row,;
all exactly alike.

Asked where his water supply was, the
winer ‘opened the door aud poiuted down
the hill-to a-pump.

“That is the water -supply for ou,ht
houses,’” he said.

Sewage systems are unheard of. The
vast majority of ‘the houses. would just
about do for barns. They are not rented
to ““laborers,’’ as ‘*lavorers’’ (miners' as-
sistants) are not able to pay the rent.

When the union itself tried to get the
Underwood miners to. wait, they
down their tools, left the old unton,.and
called upon Joseph J. Ettor of the 1. W W
to organise them.’

So, it isn't & desire for “‘pianos and
such’’ that causes the trouble in the coal
fields.

But, as one Irish miner said to me,

.:\m’t o miner got a right to a pinnot”’

It is well worth noting that the LW.W.
is organising in unorganised towns, often
where the workers permitted the old un-
ion to expire beeause of * their lack of
faith in its ability to accomplish.anything
for them. Smcc August, 1915, the 1.W.W.
has kept organisers and speakers in the

Seranton  district. The results ' were
shown in the first LW.W. cum’entmn at
0Old Forge, on Sunday, Feb. Ten

towns and twelve loeals and  branches
were represented by 46 delegates.

been 6n for over four weeks. The coal
barons at Durrea, Dupont and Old Forge
have thrown up the sponge, scttled with
the LW.W. and the miners are back
Again on the job. At Greenwood thero
arce several hundred still out. The. spirit
uf solidarity among the Polish and
[tulian miners is splendid. About one
hundred men have gone back inte the
mines under the proteetion of deputies,
but there were very fow miners amung
these seabs.

In a report of the (hcm\um] strike, the

“Scranton Times,”’ of Friday, 1‘1!) ‘25,
prmts' the folln\vmg*

““There is a very peculiar sltuutmn in

ireenwood, ag shown by the duchills of

the strlkmg miners, most of their laborers
receiving more mmley."

A duebill, it may be explained, is a bill
to.the miner, showing amounts due to him
after the company has deducted all the
charges against his earnings. o

**The laborers won’t work for less than
two dollafs aday, and miners who showell
duebills &t the meeting . yesterday had
anywhere from 31 cents to 19.38 dollars

-comping to then:.
‘“Anthony Petrosky, who is number 159
* on thetcompany’s roll, warked eight days.
+ He was out of the mines several days
because of the death of a child at his

to pay something on the funeral aceount
when he received his wages, His duebill
showed him entitled tg 2 dollars 51 cents
‘for the cight days. He told his story at
the meeting yesterday.

‘‘Ludwig Cling was another to tell his
story during the session. There are seven
in his family, and he has been mining for
fome.time. His nuimber is* 160, -His
carnings for two weeks-, amounted' to

VA.KIA. ;

. was 31

threw

94 dollats I oonts; Tham‘“n'rh . Tlm = to' Stnl';e”'

ed three-kegs of powder, cost of sharpen-
ing tdols, ton of coal, and 14 dollars,
which wu paid his lnbnrer ‘His balance
cents;

“Some ‘of the duebllls shmv'n ‘at the

m&etmg yesterday follow, ‘most of them -

ng for two weeks” work:

“‘Miner No. 15T earned .7 dollars 67
cents, and the deductions \Q{_e 7 dollars
75 cents, leaving him in debt 8 cents to
the company. i
. “Miner No, 159 worked ¢ight days ‘and
received 2 dollars 51 cents, and oneé ton of
coal. Claims. to have heen cheated out of
17 dollars 91 cents.. Same miners for &
previous two 'weeks received 8 cents.

“Miner No. 518 worked nine days, got
out ten cars of coal and earned 38 dollars

51 cents. The deductions were 40 dollars
49 cents,and his net earnings were 8 dol-
ry Em-—ﬂm—lﬂborer-meemd—lm

lars.

Under the cqmpmy store a}stem a very
close imitation of “chattel slavery was
shrewdly maintained. A trip through the
authracite hills brings ome into contact
with men who, in the old days, worked

years for coal companies without once re-" .
ceiving- a-piece- of-actual -money—always -

in debt to the company without hope of
release or ¢ven the power te rebel.
simply were doled out what-a black slave
received before the cwll war_-theu' bunrd
- and clothes:— i

The strike, of 1900 swept that form of
slavery aw. ay--AL MOST. It still persists
inthe Seranton region among the smaller
coal companies.

The regulations ahollshmg the system
are now cvaded by the simple means of

putting those miners who do not trade at’

the company store to work in places where
they cannot get out enough clean conl to
make a living. 'Of course, the minerg aro
""free’’ to trade where they pleasc.

But why do the miners want more mon-
eyt Strikes of the past have raised their
pay about 26 per cent.

Inquiry brings out that they cost of
Jumsehol.d supplies in-the region, have in-
creased in the same time hut\\uq;jn 40 and
50, per cont, Rents have gone up 40 per

cent. in Seanton in the past 15 years, ac- .

cording to the miners' figures, and they
say the companics  charge cmployes 75
per eent. more for their housebold coal.

Tt 1~. casy to sec where the 26 per cont
wage increase goes.

Mine jargon divided the miners mtn
two classes—*‘péts’ and “‘suckers."’

The *‘pets’’—who, the miners claim, ars
chosen for their loyalty to thc union—get
* jobs, at ‘‘robbing pillars,”. which means
"tearing out the solid masses of coal which

are left standing till the last to hold up

the roof. Thi
make 1’5 dols

bles the favored one to
0 dols. in two wecks.
. . .

“1 v-rmt to ﬁghtl" :
" This is the answer T got from a hard
conl miner to my gilestion as to living con-

" ditions in the anthracite fields of Pennsyl.

vania, This man has been working ncar
Wilkesbarre and living in ‘a company
house 18 years. He has four children.
““YWhat do you dant to fight about?’” I
asked.
“For stroight pay fm every pound of
coal I cut, instead of being doeked a quars

top or a lmif -ear ior a_few iragmtmw of

roek in the coal.”

The man who.said he wanted to fight
was in a salgon, drinking beer. 1 won-
dered whether to take him geriously.
Then he invited me to his house. After
ten minues in'that windy shaek, let to him
by his employers, I wondered why he
didn't spend ALL hia time in the saloon!
He was a very sober fellow.

The liquor question is made much of
in that digtrict. Some of the miners’
union organisers told me a erusade against
aleohol'is strongly backed by: mine opera-
tors every time there is a threat of labor
troubles. .« - fd

“It’s to give the men something
blame instead of the boss,'’ said one
“The operators pick any movement that
has a respectable look and back it up, try-
ing to make the mincrs plucc theu hopes
there instead of in the union.

““Right now there, is an evangelist go-
ing uL it hammer and tongs, diverting tha
men's minds from the :mpmdmg strike.’

““What makes you think it has anything
to do with the proposed mine trouble?”’
I asked.

‘‘Because all the coal operators are
footing the bills for the revivals.”

The whole of life. there seems to centre
around coal. Even the medieal prﬂricssmn
is ot untouched. The compensatién law

homo—It- was-the-intention-of-Petrosky of Pennsylvania rcqmreuhe eompames to.

pay the medical éxpenses. of an injured
miner to the nxt{:n[puf 25 dols., or for a
major surgical operation dols.

The miner is to receive(50 per cent. of
his wages for the time he’is incapacitat-
ed after the first 14 days.

‘Well; the companies hire the doctors
many of whom, the miners ady, are so
solicitous of their emplogers intereats as

to declare the injured: men capable’ of

They -

to -

% “Nuw :s he time to stnke, when lnbnr
is scarce,!” said Premier Holman last week
‘at the-P.L.L. Conference. : It is ‘strange
how even a clever pnht:mn like Holman
blurts out the truth.sometimes. ' It is-true
he was only pleading for his political exis-
tence, pointing out that strikes would be

jmpossible in an over-stocked labor-mar-
_ket after the war, zaq therefore the neces-
sity of having arbit¥ition *synipathetie-
ally ‘administered’” by a Labok Govern-
ment uider Holman's guidance.

Holman did not say how *'sympathetic
administration’ of arbitration has béne-
fited the workers during a comparative
shortage in the labor market, so it is diff-
eult to sce where the ndvnntngea will ac-

- “, "nm!u'r .I.U‘I'IOH " X
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Engm ‘Weelkly, 6s. 6d. per year. Pub-
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112 Hemliton: Avenue, G']evelmd Ohm. :
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Hungarian. Semi-Monthly, 6s. 6d. pm:

yegr. 350.East Blst St., New York, N.Y.
U

{The-Alarm )

crue when there are scores of thousands of
unemployed.

Not so long ago—just after the . out-
break of war—Judge Heydon in his char-
acteristically ‘‘sympathetic’ style, laid
down the prineiple that when there is a

large amount 6f unemployment wages

*should be reduced in order to.give the
bosses' a chance to employ more men—
which means, of course, more surplus
value for the ‘'philanthropic’’ boss, in-
creased production of commodities,
_lowed by the_inevitable plethora,
ngmn—umvcrsal unemployment.
This is, as a matter of 'fact the vicious
cirele within which the workers are kept
undm- Capitalisni, and arbitration is al-
ways ‘‘sympathetically administered” for
the purpose of keeping them thera.
To_offset, this ‘‘when labor is searee™
there should be a general sirike to reduce
the hours of labor, say by one-third or
one-half, so that there would be o pos-
sibility of absorbing_the surplus unem-
ployed when the  contingeney arises;
another method is all-round slowing down
‘in industry, so that if a certain murket is
to be supplied more men will hmc to be
employed; still a better method would he
the owrmrshlp and control of industry by
the working elass, so that 4 few pmmeh-
bellied patnsites-would not be able to say :
““You shall neither work nor pat unless
you work for our profit.”’
To none of these methadﬁ, however, will
. our “‘sympathetie’’ Labor (fovernment
and its judicinl tools in the Arbitration
Caurt subseribe.  On the contrary, the ad-
voeates of sueh pri 1c1plcn are benevolent-
Iy and "s}mputheucull} lodged in  gaol
from time to time under one pretence or
u{llmthcr—thc true reason is never disclos-
e

ond

Anyhow, it is bhoped that the waorkers
will advantageously umd_',r Holumu s slip
of the tongue, NOW IS THE TIME T
STRIEE! Strike hard, Rtnlm together,
and strike for Nuuu‘thmu: that will be of
lasting benefit to the working class of
Australia.  Take a turn at dictating to the
master_class for a change. What about
the w{ hour day? Take heed of Hol-
man’s warning—given in the anxiety to
protect his politicel job, Remember, af-
ter the war the masters will be in a posi-
tion to dietate to you, ‘‘sympathetic ad-

 ministration’’ notwithstanding, unless
you are so organised that you are power-
ful enough to maintain what you have

© a still thn er work-day.
is the ONLY way out.

THE VICE OF MODERATION.

I am aware that many objeet to the
severity of my language; but is there
not cause for severity? 1 will be harsh as
Truth, and as uncompromising as Jus-
tice. On this subject I do not wish “to
think, or speak, or write, with mnderntinn.
Nal \u‘ Tell a man whose house is on
fire to give a moderate alarm; tell him to
moderately rescue his  wife from the
hauds of the ravisher; tell the mother to
gradually extricate. her babe. from the firo -
into, which it has Ialleu—but urge mie not
to use moderation in a eause like the pre-
1 in earnést—I will not equivo-
will not exeuse—I will not retreat
e inch—and I will be heard. The
y of the peaple is enough to wake
eyéry statue leap from its pedestal and
hasten the resurreetion of the dend. .

. —WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON.

working at the- end of the. first 14 days,
50 he receives nothing.

But why are not these difficulties at-
tended to. by -the conciliation board ap-

e Big Unign

pointed for that purpese? "They are—IN .’

THE COURSE OF TIME. That is, a
-miner complains of injustice of treatment
_OF ge_and. waits for & decis-
idn several months. When the decision
finally comes, cven ﬂmugh it may -de-
eldre him in the right, the mirer generally
receives ne compensation for time lost.
1t seems as though all the machinery of
law and agreement, built to protect the
conl miners, cither clogs or breaks down.
He clings to the last reliance in which he
-has hope—the union,
“Internmonal Socialist Rnﬂew.

fol- -

won, and ready to_continue the fight for -

chd.lsh-Norwegmn Danish, Muntllly
4s. per year. 164 W. Washington St.,
Chicago,, IlL, US.A, -

“SOLIDARNOSC.
(Solidarity.)
Pohsh ‘Weekly. 6s. 6d. per year. 164
W. Washington -St., Chicago, IlL, U.S.A.

“DARBININEU BALSAS.". '
(The Voice of the Workers.)

Lithunanian, Weekly, 6s. 6d. per year.

859 Hnllms St:, Blatimore, U.S:AT

7 . “HET LIGHT."
Flemish. Monthly, 4s. per year. Fran-
co-Belgian Hall, 9 Mason St Lawrence,
Mass., U.S.A.

‘*IL PROLETARIO."
(The Proletariat.)
Italian. Weekly, 6s. 6d. per year. Gen.
Del. Hanover Stz Boston, Mass,, US.A.
“EL REBELDE."

(The Rebel.)
Spanigh. Bi- Weekly, 4s. per year. Bun-

dle raté 1d. per copy. Address all com-

munications and remittance to Adminis-
trator, El Rebelde, Box 1279, Los Ange-
les, Cuhfurmu, USA

*RABOCHAYA RECH.”
(The Voice of Labor.)
Russian. Weekly, 48. per year. Bun-
dle rates, 1d. per copy outside Chicago.

Address: 1146 South Desplaines 8t.,
Chicago, Ill., U.S.A..
IIA ‘I.uz.]r
- {Light.) .
Portugese. Semi-monthly. Subserip-

lion 4s. per year. Bundles of 50 1d. per
copy. Addresss, 699 South First St,
New Bedford, Mass, U.S.A,

ADDREBSES OF ILW.WrLOCALS.

Adelaide Loesl 1. —Seeretury Treasurer, .
8. G. Drummond; 43 Charles-street,
Unley, Adelaide, B.A.

Sydney, Local No. 2.—Secretnry—'1‘reaa\3r-
er, T. Glynn, 330 Castlercagh-street,
Sydney, NS.W.

Broken Hill, Local No. 3 —Secretary-
'I‘reasuret E. J. Kiely, Palace Build-
ings, Su.lphlde street, DBroken Hill,

N.

Fremantle, [Local No. 5.—Secrotary-Tréa-
surer, /C. T. Reeve, 18 South.street,
Fremantle, W.A.

Boulder Lotal, No. 6.—Secretary-Trea-
surer, F. H. Luna, Lane-street, Boul-

der, W.A |

Brisbane, Local No. 7.—Secretary-Trea-
gurer, G. E. Bright, Redfern-street,
Wooloon- Gabba, Brisbime, Q.

Melbourne, Loeal No. 8—Secretary-
Treasurer, B. Power, 243 William-
street, Melbourne, V.

Perth, Local No. 10.—Seeretary-Treasurer-
A. Westbrook, Vietoria Park, East
Perth, W.A.

“Mount Morgan, Local No. 11.—Secretary-

Treasurer, A. Murphy, Queensland.
. Nationgl Hotel, Mount Morgan,
Queensland.

Cairns (Russian), Local No.. 12.—Secret-
ary-Treasurer, W. Yudaef! Box: 201,
Cairns, N. Q.

Subseribers who do not receive their
“Ditect Action’’ regulaxly and promptly
are raquested to write to the Manager,
and give particulars, so that he may take
stops to |nt the matter remedled

BUBSORIPTION BLANK

.. "DIRECT AOTION."”

Enclosed please fAnd*™0. for 4, for
.which please send *'Direct Action’’ for
onp year to the following address:—
Name..... A Salate Sl b ek

mﬂ].'ll!DWI
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PURTHER -FROTESTS.
Béfore thia issue of ‘!Direct Action’’ reaches
the hands of our subseribers, Barker’s IppillA

will be decided in the courts. The cuse will be
heard on Thursday, #th inst; too.late for the
result to_appear in this issue: Good work has-
been dunu in connectinn with'the case. by Pel:
low-Worker Grant, in Brisbane, and Fellow-
worker King in Melbourne, . Many orgunisa
tibna in both cities have passed strong resolu-
Hn’ﬂl?l‘ protest, €opies of which, however, have
not reached uws. We, append i fes of - - thise
which have come to hand. Grant [gﬁed the
Industrinl Couacil”in “Brisbane last weeR A
roport of the proceedings nppesrs on 'this page. *

K “eral strike :u the event. ‘of Bnrkur ing Tigent
lloug " Thig Jooks like business. Sooner- or,
Iater the workers of "Australin will be ohllged to
take drastic action to put an_énd, onch,and for
ull; to persceution of this kind. The Furniture
Trades at Brisbane, the Dakers, Progressive
Carpenters, Plumbers, Sheet Metal Workers,
nnd Tusufaice J\gents.——ull have pmnartl ntrong

resolutions, ¢ understund, have 'Imcn
forwnrded to thi ister.
The folloiving is the resolution carried | at

the P.L.C. Conference in Melbourne after hear-
~—ing o address by J. B Kingd:—
“44That this conference in emphatienlly pro-
testing agminst recent flngrant and illegal at-
tacks on the rights of popular assemblage and

free speech, enrnestly  reaffirms  that  suech
rights nre the inaliensble Weritnge of the
people and a necessary corrollary to demo:

cratic ipstitutions, and that therefore the
¢ authoritics must nphold and  proteet
freedom of discussion nnd opi un, or prova
fulse to the fundamental idenls upon whieh
the grestness of democraey cenlly rests, and,
further, this conference calls upon the Fed-
cral and State authoritjes to protect citizens
wha desire to exercise their eivil rights to
publicly discuss matters affecting  conseriji-
tion, peace. and allied questions of supreme
importance to the- people of - Australin; fur-
ther that o deputation, un which all Victorinn
Federal’ Lubor members be invited to act, ap-
proach the Acting Prime Minister to  urge
him (1} to take immediate steps to instruct.
“the military mothorities to prevent soldiers
disturbing pui:]u meetings, nnd (2) to  de-
mand that the regulations phall be so framed
that no prosecutions shull take pluce ngainst
frew speech, and a free press without the
wriiten consent of the Minister, and nlso de-
mands the instant relense of T. Burker, nml
thut the various Ministers withdeaw the
bonds placed on papers and publiontions. held

up in the Customs and Post Office.”’
v » - - . . -

The Federated Clerks' Union (Vietorinn
Branch) encloses o cheque for £3, to the Bar-
ker Defence Committee, with the following
resolution passed nt their general meeting last

vn strongly protest ngainst

the imprisonment of Mr. Barker, und de-
mands that the Labor Governuent inunedi-
ately withdraw the charge against him as

the Labor ‘Government stands for free speech
and expression of thought; also thut we for-
ward the sum of £5 to the Defence Fund.’*
- . LA} . L]
The following letter has been forwarded to
TUhE Méeretaryof the Federal Labor Party- by
the Australasian Building Industry Employees’
Union (Brisbane):— '
Seeretary Federal Labar. Pagly.
8ir,— \"
At the last Generu! meeting of the
“ gbove union I was instructed to forward you
the following resolution, which was earried
unanimously, and ns we consider that we do
not receive the attention from the. Minister
that we ms workers are entitled to, wé have
scen fit to address the correspondence to the
Heeretary of the Party, whese wq hope some-
thing definite will be dom- The resolution is
as follows: *'That this Genersl Meeting of
the Australzsiam--Building —Industry . Ew-
“ployees’ Union nssembled, emphatically pro-
_test against the action of the Federal anthor-
ities, in the wholeaale victimisation-of —the
working class, purticularly in the case of Mr,
Thamns Barker, of Syduey, as we consider
his case to be one of fair aud candid criticism
v _the war. We further consider the sup-
pression of these prineiples to be dMupetri-
vally opposed to our principles and TBe prin-
viples of the movement for which we stand,
and. we further demand from the Federnl
(Labor) Government that they cease the con?
tinued persecution of Mr. Thouas Barker and -
_other members of our class.
© I am) 8ir,
. One for fn.-ednm i
(Signed) A. E. W ILLIAMS
General Secretary,, Brisbane.

Apeil 26th, 1916,
SR . . - . .
The-Melton Branch of the P.L.C. (Vie,), hos
forvarded the following motio
“tThat the members of this, branrh ‘strong-
Iy ;:rolul agaiust the eonvietion of Mr.' T.
Barker, s we contend that it tends to strike
at one of the basie principles of democracy,
namely, freedom of specch.and free critici

urge that Iu'pc be iaken to secure his relense
" or the umlttancu of the fine as the case may
be.?! .
. . . . 2
The Bufkﬂ Defence Gnn_nmiztee tokes  this .
opportunity. of thanking the varicus n:gnnil&
tions which figve interested themlelvea in the
case, also individunl meimbers of the working

class \!vho have assisted finoncinlly und other-

wise.
Ttemember, however, that if Barket poes to
guol on Thursdsy the battle is only just beguu.

Grant in" Brisbane.

On -the 25th ult, Fellow-Worker Grant ad-

_The' P. LL confmnea"

The P.LL. Conference now sitting in Syd-
ney has been {He scent of some very animated -
discussions. At times it Tooked as if general
riot was going to break loose amongst the dele-
gates present. ' - Insinuations, peuenn]ilieg, ine
sults, §nd consure mations were flung uround in
lavish style, sod things generally waxed hot
and wrathful. . *

At one part of the proceedings a couple of
delegates went staggering oat into the baleony
locked in each others embrace. Owing to the
efforts of the peace party the miniature war-

" fare enddd without any dumage. At times the

whole conference was in an uproar and the
r.haimn gould be seem standing on his hind

“dressedthe Indusfriul Council,  Brivbame; i
connuctiah ‘with the prnsecuu.un of Tom' Bar
ker. , The following is l!an;uuuM of the pro-
ccedh-xgu as ‘reported in the Brisbane ‘‘Daily
Standard '?:— sere 28

Mr; Donald Grant, delegate to the Sydney
Trades snd Labpr Council (Dock and Ship
Painters’ Union); on behnlf of ‘the Barker De-
fence Committee, appenled to the couneil for-
every possible mssistanes in this matter. Ho
reviewed the former prosccution case agoinst
Barker, which had boen -dismissed on technical
grounds.  Mr, Grant said that the article, for
whmh ‘Barker had, been_sentenced to a year's
i t, wus absolutely true, i h s
it, stated that capitalists were making profita
ouf of the suffering and blood of the-nation.
He quoted the Treasurer’s-appesl for subserib-
ers to the war loan in which Mr. Higga referr-
ed to the loan os & "bllt-ed}_ed security,” that
it required no self-saerifice on the part of inves-
tors, and that it was a sounder and better finan-
cial speculation than eould be got elsewhere.
He (the spenker) did not appenl particularly
fur Barker, only in so far ns Burker was fight-
ing the eause of freedom of spegeh on behalf
of the ‘workers. If one member of the working
¢lass suffercd they ull soffered, aud to effect-
ively protect the intcrests of the workers they
mast organise ns theroughly as the ecupitalidt
clars,

Al nnuaugntlonu prov 1-d beyond the, thudm
of a-doubt that huge profits were being mude by
the owning cluss out of the war. Sonator Tearce
himself ndwitted this when he advoeated a wer
tax on profits; se did sll who advocited con-
scription of wealth. Trensurér Higgs, in o1 llze
ing upon the money lords to*invest in ** gilt-edg-
ed'’ Government securities for war purposes,
insulted the workers who  were  reorselessly
called upon to xsumnﬁ.uu evervthing, even lifo
itgelf,

Barker wap one of the most intellozt
in the whole Labor movement of Austruiin, he
was & brave man, snd ane who had devoted his
talents to the enuse of the workers.

The easé would be appealed against on *he
legal grounds that the War Precautisas. Act
had never been pussed for the purpose of gacl-
ing men who dared to voiee foir awl logical
criticisms of mnational questions, bnt was in-
tended to be put into forece only agaiaat tkose
wha were really traitors and a menice te tho”
nation. He Koew that the ecouncil would do
whatever was twithin their power to help Bar.
ker to obtsin, justice, as it was well known that
the ‘Brisbane Industrial Couneil’ had the cour-
age always to fight unflinchingly for the rights
of the class to which they all belonged.

SUPPORT OF THE COUXCIL. 2

It was unanimously resolved,—“That a let-
ter of protest be ment fo the Minister of De-
fence, emphaticnlly protesting agninst the harsh
and unjust sentence \rhich had been inflicted on
Barker.”? *

“In secording a vote of thanks to Mr. Grant,
delegates assured
ways sympathise with and, help anyone
was fighfing for the betterment gnd ideals of
the working class, and when wade possible by
thie education of the rank nnd file of the war:
kers, direct netion yould be used in order tu
obtnin justice for workers who-were perseeuted
and vietimised by tyrannous laws.

- BAREER DEFENCE.FUND.
The following additional donations te

I wzen

who

__the above fund have been reeeived :—

J. Morris 5s, A, Wyar 25,1 —Rnnlwlﬂﬁ-—m
8. West 10s, Tom Singer 2s 6d, Socialist
Party (\Ic\lbmmm) £4 i Melbourne
LWV, £2, J. W. Carey 55, H. Peterson
2 G ']‘mn Pope 10s.

. Doll s, P. Cannen 358, W. Beatty
F ﬂemlud Clerks, Melbourne, £3, Mrs. Kennn

276,

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

To weck ending April 20th,- 1816.—G,
Borker 4s, H. Cohen 4s, G, Gates s, W, Haber-
ley 25, W. Hoywurd 2s, G. E. Hird 15, W. Jones
1 Joseph Laverick 48, J. Lynn 48, T. Laveriek
’-, H. B, Ligge 28, Linton Moore 25, J. Nelson

s, M. Bimson 4s, 8. Thorntongls, J, Wilson 25,
\\" Woltenholme 2s, W. Muller 45, T. Clarki
J. Stonham 2s, R. Torpein is, .im,k unh-mun
(England) s, J. Patoka 4s,

Press Fund—H. Cohen b,

which has been the very life’ hlopﬂ of _the
+ Labor mavement in Australin, 'mu! would

- Ind trial _means _enoigh ‘of

- everything ‘and not too much of anything,

mcludmg wnrk P e,

* pending o bit bf energy foronice,
* the cause of this wild behaviour1
Their parliamen- *

"agenda paper.

speak.  He slobbered and slimed,

ing-hie bell and ing_for order.
[E‘Inla»gnoﬂ to- see our politicn] saviolra ex-
But why
Was it for
the workjng class? Oh, no!
tary jobs‘were in danger, and they were worth
fighting for. On this occasion the Labor poli-
ticians proved ‘themselves fightera
“Most -of “the commotion - could  be put duwn
1o- political jealousy. The *‘ins’' are sitting
tog tight ‘on thelr jobs, dnd the "‘outs’’ can’t
get o chance. * The parliamentary jobs being
limited, and not being enouggh to go round, the

- vyt-of-work legislutors arc using the Conference

and -the enmnb discontent to advertise them-
selves and endeavour to erawl to powér and
fume upon the bieks of their fallen comsades.
To whak depths some men will gink in order to
get a politician’s job!

Numerous censure motions aderned  the
“Bome  dealing with ndividual
Ministers, others *‘severely censuring the Hol-
man Government for refusing to carry oul the
Labor platform.'?

‘During the debate wpen_the censure on the
Government, - great excitement prevailed
amongst !hu delegates, and much interest was
displayed by ihe visitors present. _

Ar. W. Holman, Premier of N.S.W,, teok the
platform in defence of the Govermment. He
wns given *‘unlimited time ‘to reply,’
n speech which lasted over an hour, he inno-
wently exposed the whole gawme' of political ne-
tion by*telling the delegutes how impossible it
why for the Government to have done more.

Mr., Holwan spoke” as-only o politician can
defied.  and
challenged, became sentimental, and then got in-
dignant. He- nppenled to oll delegates to think
what they were doing. If the molivn of cen-
Bure was’carried, it would divide the Party and
mean their defeat ot the next election in De-
cember. In a mournful; pleading tone he said:
*‘The present Ministry cannot do may better.
We have done oor damnedest. We have just
put in ¢ight months of steady, bullocking work.

« We have dore our bit, and done it to
the utmost of our ability. I say this quite
frankly. We have done our best, it mny be a
poor best, but it is our best. . . It you
want uvs to resign and maeke way for another
group of men, none would be more happy than
L

If ever Mr. Holman fought for his political
life before, he did on this occasion. Hix whele
speech woy like = plea from ome who had wan-
dered from the path of rectitude, and was will-
ing to do penance for his miis-deeds. But hin
Maintice ery did not move the hard hearts of the
johlfsﬁ"iﬂ,ialalura There were sweets and n]mlln
in sight, and all Mr. Holmun's eloquence amd -
emotion could not throw his epponents.off the
track,

Mr. J. MeGowan, the ex-Labor Premier of
N.B.W., who goined considerable motoriety =a
while back by calling for scabs during the gas-
waorkers’ strike, next came forward in defence.
‘" Wowser Jim'? put up a piteows mournful ln-
ment a8 to what would happen if the censure
motion was carried.  With o trembling voice
eried: **Are you out to kill the Labor Mav
ment? If you carry this motion you will kill
it )

The specch of our u-Lnl.'mr Premier sounded
like the wail of a lost soul in Hell. He was
full of tears for the future of the Labor Party,
Dut, his pathétic appeal wns wasted upon the

mnl-contents, /
' 1 “"" but a_griw_

struggle. 'l‘nrlmmcnexr\ johx
rmlnut be pighed up evory day, and Jim and
Nis cotibers Avere hanging oo too long and giv-
ing no oné else a chance. That is the whole
bone of contention.

Home of the Government supporters begnn.to

‘This—is 1o
bitter, mnteri

" snatl and bite, others eried and groaned, s feow

Lecame defiant, and there werg those who were
too sad for words,

Mr, Blakeney, one of the opposilion, went so
far- ns to threaten to form a mew party. He
said: “*For my part, T do not wsnt him (Hol-
man}), and I ask him to resign. . . . If we
cannot gel what we ‘want we will form a new
party. ... If we form n distinet party we
will be able to get four or five -members-inrand
then we will be able fo get more legislation
1han we have got up to'the present.’”

Does the foregoing statement look like
scramble for jobs? The whole thing is too
plain to need comment. Tt is o struggle be-
tween the *‘ins’’ and the ‘‘outs,’?

After a long and hegted debate, the motion
of .censure on the Government was put, and car-
ned br 105 votes to 08. Nearly tvery woman

- pne is barred from running ' for.’

*and n/

,delegaw preu-nl voted tur‘tktﬂmmwt'tnd¥

loyally aupported it all throngh. If it were not
for the support of the petticonts, and the sheep-
like devotion with which they followed" their
lenders, the supporters of ‘the ‘Labor Ministry
would have looked a sprry few.. In summing up
.the position, Sydoey ‘‘Truth'” saysi Ay no
Parliament, .
there is no resbon why one Lib.Labor should
jump the seat of znother Lib-Labor, and.n ten:
ner a week is not to be encezed at |hue hard
times. "’ A

Despite the foct that thé, commotion at the
P.L.L. Conference is only o geramble for jobs
among the ‘‘hends,’” mevertheless, there® nre
some of the rank and file who are honestly up
against the Labor Party for ita inactivity, and
really believe that the formation ‘of another
political pasty would be ‘advantageous to the
working-clnss.

The whole cry of the discomtented asection i

o thnt-there-has-uol been crough industrial legis-

lation.

The call for industrial legislation prm‘ba that
many reforms are urgently needed in the ih-
dustrinl arenn, but they cannot be secured per
medium of Parlinment. Parlismont is g Cdp\l
talist mumuunn, where all must' conform” to
the uuslamn and niorality ot the Capitglis class
. Parli ians are a ittee of the master-
class, and they must”all do the bidding and
obuy the bebest of Plutocrncy or they are
quickly silenced. Politicians must of very'
necessity become respectable and conservative;
they could not hold their jobs if they did not,
How “iiany fire-eating “agitntors have gone to

Parliament, only to become, after n  few
months, ns tame as Mary's pet lamb,
The Holman Governmient muy have been

able to do more, or.it may.mot, but 3t is ap-
parent to all who have any knowledge of events,
that another party eun only go ar far_as. th
master-cluss care to allew them.

Parliament. to-day is controlled by the indus-
trinl kings of the country. It is the industriol
state that runs and rules the world, If there-
fore behoves ull working men anxious for re-
form ta stecr-elear of the rotien, corrupt, and
contaminating offect of polities,

The only sure and speedy way of getting re.
forms, is by an industrial organisation agit:
on the industrinl field. It is in the ndumnM
where we are robbed nnd maimed:-it ie there
we should orgamise.

The LW.W, belioves 1n organising at  the
point of production—on the job, and keeping
up a continunl agitation agoinst the boss right
where he feels it most—on the job. One Big
Union of the working class will finally win the
day for Lubor and put an end to nll the pura-
sites and pests which now infest” the. carth,

NORMAN RANCIE

CONBCRIPTIUN.

Toa the Editor.

What 1 would like to know from you or from
any of your readers 1s: Why do the Brivsh
Government conscript the alleged free citizens
of Britain when it owns 300,000,000 sure
slavey in India  The Britisher, generally pos-
sessing the P nentary franchise, is said
te hive an equivalent in social and Tegal rights;
but the Hindoo, having no political rights
whatever, is deemed to have no social or legal
nghts. [t seems o strange thing to me that
Bull“should dragoeon into the trenches  people
who can constitutionally protest against cou-
scription and pass over those who cannot con-
stitutionally protest.
oubt the conscription l.m of Bm.nn \\115

eveps ather unpleasant/law, but in H: ain
a common worker js suid to have legal rights,
because he has political rights.

ks it that the plutocracy, who really govern
Britwin through thelpermanent public  ser-
vants, want to get rid of an increasing white
prolet t that might outvote them? Or does
the British Government fear the probable sab-
ot of the Hinddo slave more than the con-
stitutional protest. of its free constituent? It
surcly should be an easy task for a press gang
w yard up say 10,000,000 Hindoos ir India.
and drive them to the front. Such a force
l\mlld slmpl\ overrun the Germans on the Bel-
n frént and speedily put an end to the-war.

£ 3 H. §. TAYLOR

N nxums! LOCAL.
. Meetings, &c.
Street Promnndn at Ba:hunt and

Liverpool Streets every -and Sat-
nrday .Eveninga, at 8 pm 6~Bundsy
Evening, atu“
tings in Hall:
Sunday, 8 p,m. m, :
%udnemy% Bp omic: Olass.
ursday, .m.-—-nulinul Meeting.
Baturday Eve p * Olass,
Also Public nund Af-
o fn Heetlng avary ay

Briefly, the reason for u.nempltu"mel‘t L

is that - there are not enough jobs to g0
around. What about a shorter work-day
and slowing down?

Printed and Published by Tom Barker,
330 Caqtlereagh-atuet Sydney, on be
%Hm. The Industrial ‘Workers of the




