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ONE PENNY

.\t nme n! \vrlflnx the employees of, the
randwick’ Railway, and Tramway. Workshops
are on. sirike, The plant - is practically tied
i with the exception of,a few englneers who
are remaining at work' pending instructions
o strike; or, .mayhap, Instructions to scab,
from their preclous executive.

The trouble began with the boys employed
refusing  to work'unlﬂ they were pald the
wazes lald down in a recent awhrd. Other

. trades #nd occupations employed refused to |

do e teys' work, with the result that the
servjees of most of them were dispensed with,
cn which the Mmajority walked out.

The spirit of solidarity displayed and loyal-
(v to the boyz would be wdmirable, were it
not for the fact that Craft L'Tnlonism steps in
with its damnable infuence ‘towards division
of the. workers:;, at -present, at moment of
writing, we are treated to the spectacle of
nearly a dozen unions, with a dozen secre-
taries, and a dozen executives, meeling at o
dozen different places to discuss o matler af-
fecting one plant where lhe'iv all work, and each
passing motions and resolutions, totally un-
conscicus of the lime of actlon udveualed by
the others,

It is instances such as thla that show up the
value of Industrlal Unlonism, and prove, the
contention of the LW.W. that sectlonal and
craft unioni¥m, ipstead of belng useful, in re-
ality Iuncuons in the interests of tha boss.

THE JUDGE.WHO“WOULD BE ASHAMED
TO BE A SODLDIER.

The appeal (;l[ J. ' Skurrie, . of Melbourne,
agalnst his conviction under the War Preeau-
tions Act for making statements prejudicial
to recruiting was quashed in the Second Clvl
Court in Melbourne ~ some days ago, and
Skurrie is.now undergoing a sentence of three
months' imprisonment.

It would appear from the report of the case

which appeared In the Melbourne “Socialist”
"of last week, that the principal utterance on
which the conviction rested was the follow-
Ingi— '

“Crimes have been committed in our midst
by rufians who, when they go to the war, will
repeat them."” ‘

The Judge, in upholding the d:am'lc'
ton, remarked -that “were he “a““soldier
and read the statements reporled to have

been made by Skurrle about what Aus-
tralian  soldiers  were likely to do, he
would be ashamed to be a soldier.” Any boy

contemplating enlisting would be apt to =ay,
remarked the Judge, “1 \noulﬂ not be amongst
such a crowd.”

That a man u]:ould be sentenced ta impri-
sonment for glving. utterance to [acts which
every newspaper In Ausiralia has been loudly
advertising ever  sloce -the recent soldiers
riots, is but another tllustration that those
who want to fight Prusianism, and the kind of
tyranny associated with that word, have thelr’
work cut out right here in Australia without
travelllng twelve thousand miles to find scope
for theirzeal. )

When we find such prominent men as J. D.
Fitzgerald, of the New South Wales Govern-
ment, calling upon all sections-of the civillan
public—in his own words, “the press, the po-
lige, the government.and each indlvidual citi-
zen"—to unite in protecting themselves from
lbe criminal passions ot those whom he de-
scribed as “misguided Taen in uniform,” when,
in addition, the capitalistic press for the past
three weoks contains columns of denunclation
of‘the unlawful hehaviour af the soldlery, and
when, further, police court records and the
findings of - military tribunals testify to the
truth of Skurrie’s statement, it would be as
reasonable and just to lmprison a man for pre-
‘iellng that the sun wil fise to-morrow. )

The patriotic Judge who “¥ould be ashamed
to be & soldler” because of a, futuref contin-
gency—a prediction of what the soldiers MAY
do—will now, we may rest assured, never find
himself within range of a German rifie in view
of what the goldiers HAVE DONE. .

¥ et g T

Ho little those who do the fghting in war
are inlereste:l in Its cause, of ‘have anything
to dc'with promoting it,”is illustrated by the
fraternity of the soldlers in the opposing
trenches on Christmas Day and on.other oc-
casions when the oppertunity occurs.

The following extract from a-private in the
Canadian Scottish Ehglman;. to his relations
In Melbourne, which’ appeared in the Sydney
“Siin” makes one think hard on the “why! of
wari— '

“We were glven strict orders that we were
not to fraternise with the enemy on Christmas
Day, ah.hbugh many Germans had shown a fe-
sire ta do so with-us,

"Just ‘at midnight. on Christmas Eve a Ger-
man yelled across to our front lines, A merry
Christmas, Jock.” Qur sentries, remembering
Instructions, did mot reply, and the remaind-
er of the .night passed In quietness. Just as
dawn was breaking, one of our look-out men
‘discerned a hat being waved backward and:
forward behind the encmy’'s llnes, and just
above the parapet of this trench. He replied /

~—in a llte manner. ~Then the German's head

appeared. Not ta be oufdone, our chap show-

ed his hedd above the pa{npet. Neither man

could speak the other's language. So they

just stood and grimaced at one another across

that hundred yards of shell-scarred; barbet

wire-strewn ground known out here as ‘No

Man's land/ 3

' Very-54on.-ot Sappelir:
both sides, and u was not long before the
whole German french in tront was lined with
beads. . There was Karl, and Fritz, and Au-
gust and Hans, add the whole family of them.
Seeing that nothng happened, it was not long
before the men of both sides were out of thelr
trenches in between the lines.
rifieg; all went unarmed.

MEN CALLED BACK

“Some of our boys started off towards the
German lines, and the Germans advanced to
meet them, But.our officers called our men
back. The order that we were not to fratern-
Ise with the enemy came evidently from high-
er up. I am sorry that I was not able to join
in the fun. I had-been busy all the afternoon
in the magazine detonating bombs, and when
I finally finished, and got-up tp the front line
It was getiog dusk., Hoth sides had returned
to their trenches, amd our boys were standing
to with fixed bayonets. I hung round for &
while, but as nothing interesting happened, I
returned to quarters.

“Later, though, a chap came down from the
front, and he sald that when he left all our
boys were siting on the top of the parapet
singing ragtime, and the Germans were on the
top of theirs beating time to the singing. Not
a shot had been-fired on our front all night
or d{\y, and we were perfectly sa.ta wandering
round Lo plaln vlew of the e.nemy
* The orders forbidding the soldlers to fra-
ternise’ with “the enemy” s another example
of the nnxiety of our rulers to prevent any
extension of that internatlonal spirit of solid-
arity and brotherhood amongst the workers
which they know to be inimical to thelr+in-
terests. '

_RUSSIAN LLW.W. PAPER .

The secretary of the proposed Ruspfan
LW.W. paper has to acknowledge the follow-
ing amounts, per medium of Fellow-worker
Fred Logovik, of Mosman (Q.):—

Fred Dunaeff 10s, B. Bull 10s, John Henry
Zaremba 3s, F. W. Matotilin 55, V. Gegaroft
53, M. Finogentoll &s,
Somnikoff 5s, E. 8. Ashman 2s §d, David Main-
waring 25 6d, Syd. B. Cheetham 2s 6d, V. Eg-
broff 58, E. Covolshinek 28 6d, F. Logevik
6s. Total, £3 13s. *

** 1. FAGAN, Secretary.

[ L]
connection with the Skurrie case, and to carry
on @ further;agiation for ifs retease, They —
nhould be addresséd_to R. 8. Ross, 283 Eliza-

l‘undl are needed to meet legal ©XDBNECE in bath st.reet. Melbourne.

None carried *

L W. Slinko 10s, S. .

(By “Adax)

The “Northern Llght,” the officlal organ n[
the Méthodist Misglon In Newcastle, s ;0
hancl "As this journal Is litle known to the
u’orkora, perhaps a few 1it-bits from this wow-
url!ll.v; sheet will not be out of placu.

'll. s not quite clear whither this plous sheet
[!; leading its rehders. The prineipal leader
ig its February issue 3 headed, “‘Whither,
um is the Question?” The writer indulges in

vazno generalitles for three columns which”

ogly confuse the: reﬂder lperhaps that ls the
Iter's intention), and eventvally winds up
stating, “There is strong evidence for the
Sinlemer_\r. that the answer to the question at
the tead of this article— Whither ?—is Christ-
werd.” How the mischief a Methody mounte-

731\1{ arrlves at this astounding ecohclusion
503

human comprehension. Only God
lqmws, and presumably he weon't split on a
Dii;least of all, n Methodist missionary.

{In the middle of the article one observés'the”

!ﬂ!lnwmg gem, which, presumably, ‘is the snfn

d substancé of Methodist economiz phil-
Qoph

"The World Workers’ l}ﬂfun by a combina-
tlon- of the world's labour, hias considered It-
sell oni the* path to peace, to brotherhood of
humanity. T has by such a combination cf
manual forces deemed it possible to destroy
the %apltalist, and lovel mankind to one of

= %unuﬁryﬁh} ganeral 'I‘he ren}laltinn ia to ha
-'carried out vhrouxh eunqucst “of thosa Wwho

have, by any means in their power, aecquired
a larger share of thils world's goods than are
essential for their existence in comfort. They
forget that, without capital, there can be no
labour—that the destruclion of the one means
the impoverishment of the other, and until
they realjse that the young lion of wealth must
be taught to lie down with the fatling of la-
hour, and led by the little child of Christian
brotherhood, there can be no consummation
of thelr justifiable objective—the brotherhood
of man in the Parllament of (M world.”

Such a rambling statement I8 hardly wor.
thy of criticism, but it might be said for the

benefit of people Ignorant of the labour move:

ment, that labour has no quarrel with capital,
Capital (without golng into technical defini
tions that are open to dispute) la simply the
tangibilitles—articles used ln wealth produc-
ton. The quarrel is with the class who mono-
,Dolise the means of life. Labour does not
quarrel with the bricks and mortar that'consti;
tute-a factory, or the cogs of machinery. The
class that legelly (only legally) csn ‘and con-
trol, and by virtue of these two factors ex-
propriate fully three-puarters of the wealth
produced by labour, and incidentally, are res-
pansible for the major nbrunn of the discase,
poverty, prostitutlon, premature death and
other evils that affilet the workers, is the en-
emy. The destruction of that class with its
alleged brains and money would not impover-
ish labour. Rather the contrary. If an earth-
quake destroyed every bank, caplitallst
sweatshop, and, last bul'not least, every gos-
pel shep tbh-morrew, it would be the best
thing that could happen to the workers. Of
course lt suits a journal that blazoms on its
cover "Right is Might" to repeat in wowser-.
tic jargon the old bogey of wealth and labour
going hand in hand. Sufficient to add that
In things splritual a8 well as rmundane,
Might is Right. The history of Christian
sects proves that conclusively, and 1f Mpthod-
ism had had the power, this sect being nar-
row minded would bave done Its share of pet-
secutlon along with:the rest.

That the spirit of Methody malice isstrong,
though the flesh may be weak, Is illustrated
by the "Northern: Light’s” leading article,
whick is headed, “Traitor's to the Common
Cause.” Briefly, this ls an {nsidious tirade

against the Broken Hill strikers, and the irony’

of it lies in the fact that just above this ar-
tigle there s & prayer which concludes thus-
wiBe. . [ . "Who hath called us to be His ser-
vmits and soldiers, treading In the footsteps
of Jesus Christ. Amen,” There 15 nothing on
record to show that Christ tenomounly abused
strikers, rlmer_ was he the friend of the poor

and oppressed: One trembles to-think of . the
when he shall

fate of the Méthodist writer
stand bel the judgment
shall ask, “Writest thou this®

One peruses the “Northern Light” in search
of mental food. There are geveral dublous
advertisoments, sundry references to the blood
of the lamb, exhortations to trust In God on
the one hand and commands to set-lnw the
murder business on. the other. Much talk of
Chriet, prayer, the call to arms, Methody mis-
sion meétings and so on,-but nm\hez'(a £an one
fnd the way to spiritual life, ‘much less the
read to ecencile salvation.

.But stay, there is just one ray of latellf-
gence In the wilderness of wowserlsm In which
the “Northern Light” appears Lo have wan-
dered. A brother in Chirst in a long-winded
letter concludes by saying: “Alas, how much
of praying is useless temple trample.”

We know of a “Dead er OmMce” for mis-
carried mail matter, Methinks there iz a
pretty bulky "Dead Prayer ONice” samawhere, '

One fears that It will not bhe to the -editor's
:}drnnlage that he passed this when he stands
before the tbrore of grace, One need zot look

“ further than the "Northern Light” to find the

“Dead Prayer Office.”

The “Northern Light” is typical of the sec-
tarian press—a press that the workers would
do well to be on their guard against. Method- 3
ism !5 hut & fungus growth In the ¢lerfeal
werld, and is fast decaying, howbelt the "Nor-
thern Light” speaks culogistically of the good
work this sect it doing In Newcastle, Judg-
ing from oppesrances the alleged good work
-consists In '\|nbo!ﬂ!§541h;_0;qlr,_ 3
fanism which has mafle’ NéWcastl e of the
gloomiest and most wowseristic stricken citles
on Sundays.

We have already scen that the economics of
the "Northern“Light" are bad, its philosophy
slavish, 1w spirituality dubious; iL seems no
less weak In politics, It propounds no scheme
of social salvation and has no remedy to cure
the body pelitic. It Is true the paper ls full
of advice and exhortalons to'all and sundry
and laye special em[lhaBIs on the need [for
prayer, .

Perhaps a Httle advice, even though it comes
from an infidel may not be ocut of place for a
paper that Is so profuse In advice to others.
In the first place, the editor could do worse
than study the labour movement just a little
before he Indulges in tirades of abuse asumat
the miners. 8 d Methody
like its créed, are woeluly mized and out of
date. Tkirdly, if missionarles cannot glve
over the old lie “Right Is Mlght,” they might
get A little nearer the fruth If they changed
the/ name of the paper. In no sense can the
“ANorthern Light” be considered as a shining
“light. It would be more appropriate and cor
rect to call this. sectarlan sheet “The Light
that Eniled,” for tHere (s a-vast vold and
darkness o'er the face ¢f it.

BAND NEWS.

The Band ls making steady prugre:ﬁ. Thers
are good musters on practice evenings. New
players are invited, as there are instruments
waltlng, The fund s still open, and cash will
be received by the secretary with much plea-
sure. Fellow-worker Christle, of Nana Glen,
N.S.W,, has donated five shillitgs Lo the fund,

Informatloy re good Instruments will be |

i welcomed, as will players, on Monday even-

ings, after 8, at 330 Castlereagh-street.
J. SMITHERS, See.

SUBSCRIPTIONS, J

WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 7, 1916.

Jos. Broughtonxls; P. Cannonm, 2s; T. W.
Dixon, 48; H. Edwards, 1s; Peter Finreran,
2Zs; W. Gaynor, 1s; E. Hanson, 1s; J. Kelly,
2s; J. McSherry, 48; A. J, MeDonald, 4s; Miss
Gregory, 18; Jas. McFarlan, 1s; J. MeDd_n.l.ld,
28; A. C. Needham, 2s; G. 0'Connor, 2a; L.
Plahbl, 2s; Frank Page, 48; A. H. Parker, 4s;
Alfred Smith, 4s; F. Thompson, ‘2s; T. Tyre,
1s; John Waugh, 28; W. A. Waldemar, ‘25; V.
White, Is; F. J. Ellis, 13; 'J. McMahon, 1s; J.
Duncan, 2a; Edw. Cox, 18; Geo. Johaatan, 1s;
Reuben Batty, 18; Wm. Johnston, 1s; R. Chry-
slal, 2s; E. Muller, 2s; C. Brown, 2s; J. At- ™\
kin, 2s. :
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The Logic of Efficiency

———————

The *‘Journal of Commeree’ dated
February 16, publishes a report of a lee-
ture delivered by one J. L. Law, of the
manufacturing firm of Pearson, Law and
(0., Ltd., on the subjeet " of Industrial
Efficiency. The firm of Law, according
to the lectune, would appear to be well
up in the game of exploitation, and Aus-
tralian manufacturers would also appear
not to be very far behind their Yankee
and British brethren in efficiency experi-
ents. ;

Law and Co. are engaged in the shirt
and collar busipess, and the lpeturer gave
some striking examples of how the effici-
cney trick increases profits enormously,
notwithstanding any rise in wages which
the workers cngoged in  that industry
have received for the past few years.

In six years the wages of ‘females have
increased from 16/6 to 22/6 per week;

.and-that of males, from £2/2/ to £3/5/ .

though the labor cost has been reduced
- by as much as 60 per cent.

This ean have no other meaning than
that over 50 per cent, less workers are
now required for the same output than
‘formerly. Fifty per ceat. of Law’s male
and female slaves are turned adrift in
the sacred name of ‘‘Industrial Efficien-
cy’’ to compete with the uncmployed.

Truly 8 magnificent thing for the work-
ing class as a whole are these efficiency
schemes, which gives a few paltry shill-
ings’ rise in wages to one-half the work-
ers and turn the other hslf. inte the
street to live on charity or starve.

Even- the increased wages are not at-
tributable tb ' the ineremse of output,
though Law would--hdave us infer
much, but are due to the siruggles of the
workers concerned, owing to the higher
cost of Iiving; and while the firm of Law
was reaping the advantage of a. 50 per
cent, increase on surplus values, they, no
doubt, resisted every effort of their
slaves for the betterment of their condi-
tions. ; :

An example of how the efficiency trick
throws workers on thé slave market is
given by Law himself—unconsciously, of

. gourse: The firm employed three girls
* stamping collars at the magnificent wages
of 25/, 20/-, and 12/6 per week. Evi-
dently 48 hours toil a week ~was not
sufficient compensation to. Law and Co.
for muniflient sums of this kind; as the
legturer says, ‘‘they had their eyes open
" to, possibilities."’ %

In this case, the ‘' possibilities’’ eventu-
ated in the sacking of two of the girls
employed, after the stop-watch, “‘motion
study,’’ ete., had done their work.

" Law. says:— s ;

“The tjming we got shows that one
girl working efficiently could do all the
stamping, so we picked out the smartest
girl, who was getting 208, per week, put
ber on pieece work, and guaranteed that
she would get not less ' than . 25s. per
week.”’ (How generous!) This had the
effect, he admits, of reducing labor cost
60 per cent. - - .. i

: Little incidents of that kind have also
the effect of inoreasing that great’ army

this kind;-however, do not trouble ex-
ploiters of the Law type. Are not all the
. flunkoys of Capitalism, professors: poli-
ticians, bishops, and others, preaching
- Industrial’ Efficiency as’'the salvation of
the worker, and when a Bisliop says a
thipg is true, what do plain facts to the
contrary matter? q

The end and .aim of all Efficieney
schemes is profit, and not human well-

terane
subjeety that- 6iie” wonders at the mental
mnkeﬁﬁn of those alleged leaders -of la-

bor who profess to see better conditions -
That

for labor in an inercased output.

- thescapitalist class rightly assume  this

~hafid -of leadership-to-be-ndvantageous-to-

themselves is shown by the fact that at
the mecting which Law addr d, it was
suggested that a course of similar lee-
tutes be-given-at-the Trades Hall _The
warkers have snfely every reason to ery,
““Save us from our friends.”’ '

The LW-W. is continually pointing out
that the~only antidote to this effieiency
craze is systematic 3abotage and o shorter
wark-day: By this means alone is it
possible to keep production from expand-
ing to such a degree that the unemploy-
ed question will beeome intehsified  ten-
fold. ] .

And yet in face of the every-day ex-
perience of the worker, and the facts hAnd
tigures which the ecapitalists themselves
put forward, we have such arrant hum-
bugs as “Ullmlu_,i’ Spence, President of
the AW.U. ending to  he  horrified
and thunderstruek at the very idea of
sabotage, and devoting a two-hour ad-
dress at the Convention of that body in
denouneing thase whao advoeate it.

Tt is high tine these fossilised officials,
these lieutenants of the Law type of ex-
ploiter, and the organisations which they
oss, were dumped on  the  serap-heap.
An organisation that is prepared to
adopt every-‘‘seientific method of De-
creased Efficieney’ is abselutely, neces-
sary if suecessful warfare is to béj waged
with the modern exploiter. -

T.G.

NORTH LYELL, TASMANIA.

.

The following letter rpeeived from an
I.W.W. correspondent at North Lyell,
Tasmania, is interesting in view of the
trouble recently brewing there:—

The fatal day ‘has arrived and passed
without thé catastrophe that was to put
Mt. LycH mines on the bum. The revolu-
“tionists (?) here are hard to beat. Theve
were 90 per cent. strikers eame into the
meeting, nnd.after a couple of ‘‘intellee-
tuals”’ spruiked for a few minutes, you
could almost see the rebellious sentiments
vanish into thin air.

We are'back at work now, pending ne-
gotiations re the rates to be paid to con-
tractors. These seab on each. other like
hell. They (in eases) give backsheesh to
the truckers, ov promisc -to, to induece
them: (the truckers) fo go like blazes and
get plenty of dirt out.

One cage came under my noticg last
week, when some contractors had prom-
ised a backhand to a trucker, who did
the work .of two to get it, and didn’t

come through with the brass. The trick- .

er then started to eut down the pice to nor-
mal {every week, of course, the “‘normal’’
varies), and-his ‘““mates’’ eomplained to
the boss who chatted the “‘ass—I mecan
trucker. * Result:-a job open. One shift

here, trucking, puts up a record; next:

shift tears along like hell to beat  it;
where ’twill end T don't know.

“The injury o one being the concern of
all,’* is a motto quite unlmown herg, for
the boss, finding his methods successtul is
induced to try thery on in other States.

At the meeting 145t night, I noticed
one “*Mr. Bloek” call an official and point
out someone who, he said, was an LW. W,
and osked that he be put out. And of
course he was nsked to leave, though it

was as much to his interest to be present,

seeing it concerned him as well as any
othet ““good’’ unionist there. -

There arc some blackguards here who
have stuck those pernicious ‘‘stickers”
*around in conspicuous places. I'saw a
few in the neighbourhood of the AM.A.
hall, on pub. bars, windows, and even—
such a shame—about the_master’s works.

“WAGE PLUG." :

SUBECRIBERS,
B

Subseribers who. do not-receive their
““Direct Action’’ regularly and promptly
are requested to write to the Manager,
and give particulars, so that he may take
steps to get the matter remedied. 2

being. This iy so palpable from the ut-,
capitalists themselves on the -

Sveleome the eve

_the case for the LW.W. clearly.

ACTIOR.

—to—
W. @ SPENCE, M.HR.,
PRESIDENT, AW.U.-
Sir, ’ .

In your address to the Thirticth An-
nual Convefition of the AW.U., held in
Sydney,. you were indisercet enough to
make a splenctic attack upon the LW.W.

The. trouble with you, sir, is that you

are. politically, ceonomically, and indus-
trially dead; and it but remains for the
L.W.W. to read your funcral oration.
~ Whilst you have vegetated beside the
stagnant pool of Australian politics, the
onward march of Progress has swept
past you.'
) his is the day of the young men who
have no-use for. fossilized _old_dercliets
such ug you are, with your 17th ecn-
tury idea of economics, You jabbered
of economie lunaey, and rule by minority
mere _'fl'mhy,' mouthing of nothings. - -

You quoted George Sorrell and Hwile
Pouget -as the chief  apostles  of
Syndiealism. Why, sir, the thickest hone-
head (and your address was evidently
meant for honeheads) could have told

‘vou that those writers are even rejected

by the International Comrades of Europe,
who are busy to-day teying to usher in
the Brotherhoogd of Man  with  machine
guns and bayonets.  You wailed about
Sabotage and the  destruetion of  the
hosses' machines.  You dismally croak-
ed that the LW.W. was @ sham and
and a throw-baeck to the dark ages of
unionjsni.  Did you but possess an ele-
mentary knowledge of  evolution,  you
would lnow that theve could ho no sueh
thing as o throw-baek in Industrial Un-
jionism. It marehes onward, past such
antediluvian parasites as you.

Evideittly, to a mind like yours, that
musty affection of hoary les and myths,
known as HolyWrit, is the last word in
revolutionary thought, and the ane
Yiddish, prophets, the highest authori-

i

ties upen twentieth “eentury political
eConoiy.,
You raved about the d«.‘sn-uct}m of

labour-saving machinery ; when you dod-
dering ol imbeeile, did you ever hear,
or vead, of an industrialist  advoe-
ating the destruetion of a labour-sav
deviee. This is the twentieth not the
enteenth_century, We, the i ial
improving e
we hate laborious toil with a bitfer That-
red 7 we look with longing eyes to  the
day when manual labour will have be-
come a thing of the past, when the exer-
tion of physieal strength in the praduc-
tion of eommodities shall have vanished
from the earth.

The days of huge brawn

and  musele

‘are gone; to-day is the day of intelleet,

We, the present generation of young
men, want the machine so perfeet that it
will colleet and transfer the raw materials
into the finished eommodity, and simply
by the pressing of a button land it at
our bedside and so save thd exertion of
rising. You fonmed and worked your ster-
ile old carcase into a dangerous state of
exeitement anent the LW.W. gospel of
“'slow down an the job."'  Slow down,

-indeed ; did the slaves do so, there would

be no further use for such capitalistic
hirelings as you. You blathered about
the immorality of the LW.W. in breaking
agreements; to hell with your morality,
it belongs to the filthy, lood-sucking®
leeches whe have lived on us. Too long
we, the workers, have been bound by their
rotten moral ethies. -

You fulsomely boasted that the A W.U.
had the veputation throughout Australia
of loyally abiding by very agreement put
across it by the master-class and  their
paid - prostitutes, of whom you are one,
Sir, what a revolutionary boast. © How
the rulers of bread must love such slimy,
creeping things as you.

But in your senile ravings, you stated

you quoted the manifesto issued by the
Lawrence ,(Mass.) loeal, ““That every
member pf this organisation is pledged to
a revojdtionary poliey that admits of no
compromise, and knows, nothing of con-
with the employers, of arbitration,
or” of peace.” Just so, thatis our
position; no compromise, no peace, with,
the hellish vampires who suek our life
blood; and, may I add, with parasitical
mental prostitutes of the Spence order.
You gibbered about ‘‘organising along
clear cut and lawful lines, without these

. shibboleths of "class consciousncss of di-

reet action, and  cconomic determin-
ism."  Deny the class struggle, ch?t
There is no sueh thing in this free and
democratic Australia, eh? The wander-
ing tramp cadges a pint of flour and
cooking it fn the ashes is the equal of the
parasitical landlord, and the bludging
sweat-shop owner, e¢h? The working
girl driven to prostitution on the. street,
and the pampered, pug-nursing, Potts

When -

-

- The working eclass and the énipllciyh]gl
class have -nothing in- common. .  There

o
. = = % -—‘—i__
of unforiulw.& women reeently ﬂe‘acribéd T e i R 1 ] S
. by a4 polite reverend gentlenign, An Open Letter l.w, w. P ream le_
— s “‘human monsters.”’ ‘‘Possibilities’” of L : - : < Fa

can be no peaee so long as hunger and

want are found among millions of work-
ing people, and the few Who make up the
umployiug class have all the good things
of life.

Between _these two classes a ‘Btrugg'le
must g on until the workers of the
world organise 'as a class, take posses.
sion of the earth and the machinery of
production, and abolish the wage sys.

tem.

We fiud that the centreing of the man-
agement of industries into fewer and fewer
hands makes the trade unions unable to
eope with the eversgrowing-power-of-the
cmploying elass. The trade unions foster
a state of affairs which allows one sat of
workers to be_pitted against another set
of ¥ 8, in-the—snme industry, there-
by Tielping to defent one another in wage
wars. Moreover, the trade unions aid ‘the
employing class to mislead the workers
into the belief that  the ‘working-clags

have interests in eommon-with their em.-

ployers.
These eonditions can be changed and
the interests of the working-class upheld

only by an organisation formed in such
a way that all members in any one
industry, or in all industries, if neeessary,
cease work whenever a strike or lockout
is v in any departinent thereof, thus mak-
imy o injury Lo one an injury to all,
Tustead of the conservative motto: ‘A
tair day’s wages for a fair day’s work,”’
we must inseribe on our banner the revo.
lutionary watehword: “ Abolition™gf the
svstem. ™ \

ing-

The

s to do away with  Capitalism..
rmy of production must be organ-
ised, not enly for the everyday struggle
with capitalists, but alse to carry on pro-
duetion when Cagitalism shall have been
overthrown, By organising industrially,
we a e forming the structure of the new
society within the shell of the old.

Politicians  are a  set  of people
who have interests  aside from the
fiiterests  of  the people, and who,

to s most of them, arp at least one
long step removed from honest men.
sav this with greater freedom, being
puliticiau. m_\'solf..—;\brrihnm Lincoln,

Fight for “your’ country if you wish,
but what about owning your job.

point dame have ev
ch? Of course elass-consciousiess is i
“hibbaleth. 1 suppose there is not even
any elass distinetion between an MILR.
and the slave who cleans his  boots; or
hetween the MR s wife and the unfor-
tunate women of the working class, who
through hunger is driven to wash their
dirty under-linen for them.

And even as you mouth- your
rot, the wharfies in Melbourne ave getting
an extra sliee of bread for their kiddies
by *‘direet aetion:” Cut out direct ae-
tion, eh? Oh na, Spenee, we will have
more and mage of it; imfact, it will be
the lever thot will eventudlly shove you
oft your perch, old boy, And you don't
believe in *‘economic determinism,’” don't
rou? Well, prove it by throwing up your
£600 a year job as n mental prostitute of
of the master elass ; come now, be a man of
your word.

You charge the LW.W. with wanting
to “‘bust up'’ the A.W.U. There is no
need to do that. Old blatherskites like
you are doing it better than we could
ever hope, to do. The fact is that you, in
bloated admiration of yourself, have
come to believe that you are the AW.U.
If that is so, we plead guilty to the self-
impeachment; we are out to bust up
Spence, and all such master-class pimps
and mental harlots.

The TLW.W. thanks you for the ad-
vertisement ‘you have given it, our
address has been published 1n the “Wor-
ker,”" and later on will be printed in the
official veport of the Convention; and 8o
will reach many sterling old battlers out
baek, who would never otherwise have
heard of the LW.W.

And were you able to hear some of the
remarks passed upon it by old AW.U.
members out here, you might be some:
what disturbed> That you may be spared
to us for some years yet in your dedder-
ing old age, and continue to mouth senile
and decadent addresses to future Con-
ventions ig the prayer of—

yvthing in eommon,

THOMAS 0’CONNOR.
Mildura, Victoria, W
21st February, 1916.




“Do’t be Alarmed.”

SRR iy ‘s

: ‘LW.W. slaves. dawn -Mildura way
would appear to be making things un-
comfortable for the eocky eéxploiters and

. their good friends, AW.U, organiisers and "

“officigls. .

IPor; some time pn'st they have been’
holding weeldy ‘meetings an the streets,
and the pospel of* dircet action i appar-

ently making such headway amongst the

slaves that AJW.TU. officialdom has become
~ seriously alarmeq. for the existence of its
sacred agreement with the coekips, which
by the way, has abandoned the workers
concerned to the gentle mercies of the.
hoss fhr the period of the wat, and six
monthis thereafter.
1f the ,cu'utra_ct'muubg{\'rs,-wéro allowed
to'enrry - the agreemen pt’{apusi{imr to-its-
1 vonelusion, there is no reason why
should: not bind dovwn_the ‘workers
to minister to the needs of their masters
when thedatter reach- hel—theyr assured
destination, = =5 R
As showing’ the commiseration which
the A W.U. exhiliits for the boss's well-
being and ‘his perturbed state of _mind
brought ahout by LW.W: agitation, we
wive the following excerpts from the lo-
eal sheets in Mildura. =
““The ““Telegraph’” suys:
““Mr. Macpherson, organiser for the
"AW.U, called at this office yesterday,
and asked us to correet an impression
Ahat had got abroad with regard to
speeches delivered on a vacant allot-
ment in Langtree Aye., near 8th Street,
on Suturday night. A speaker there
Tave rxprgssiuu to views which did not
meet with the approval ol many people,
and Mr. Maepherson states that “the
ic are under the impression’ that
meeting was organised by and the
< speeehes delivered under the auspiecs
of the AW.U. This is not the case.
The speeehes were delivered by mem-
bers of the LW.W. (Industrial Work-
ers of the World), a totally different
hody, and on¢ whose aims are entirely
at variance with those of the well-
known AW.U
The *“Mildura Cultiyator’ goes more
into detail eoneerning friend Maepher-
 son's “‘diselaimer,”” and his anxiety to as-
e the boss of AW.U. goodwill It

C'Mr. J, Macpherson, organiser” for
—the-A WAL aud a wmember of the local
. Board of Referenge, arrived in Mildura
on Sunday morning, and will remain
here throughout the picking season, He
called in at this offiee on Monday morn-

ing to disclaim any connecction with
certain street speakers.who on Satur- |

day might were declaiming (in  the
name  of the (LW.W.—*Industrial
Workers: of the World'") against the
sitning of agreements. The AW U,
says Mr. Maepherson, wants peace, and
aims to get as many signatures as pos-
sible to ‘the scason's wages agreement.
The A.W.U. intends to stand loyally to
the award made by Judge Higgins at
the recent compulsory conference, which
fixed wages which are to operate for this
secason and until 6 months after peace
is deelared. Settlers need not be alarm-
ed by what the representatives of oth-
er organisations say; the AW.U. will
stick to its agreement in spirit and in
letter.”’

Surely it is an encouraging sign of the
alleged evolution of the A.W.U, towards
the “‘one big union’ goal, when we find
.its reptfesentatives assuring cxploiters
that ““they need not be alarmed.’”

The assurance seemed a little super-
fluous on the face of it, for the bosses of

the country have long ngo learned that -

they have nothing to fear from the agree-
ment-worshipping . type of ‘‘unjonist.”*
The Maepherson brand of official is
more concerned with getting a eheap ad.
from the mental prostitutes of the capi-
talist elass than he is with serving the in-
terests of the slaves who pay him double
the salary that they themselves ean pos-
sibly carn under their preciois agreement ;
hence Mae's little expedition to the edi-

torial offices of the “Telegraph’ and
'"Cultivator.” i 4o
The members of the ‘‘rebel clan'” in

Mildura are to be congratulated on the
speedy recognition of their propaganda
by the enemy press, and the enmity
aroused in the breasts of scabby union
officials. o

The parting of the sheep . from the
goats in the industrial labor movement is
not one of the least impdrtant missions
of the IW.W. in Australia; and with the
rising discontent. of the rank and file of
the workers, and their ever increasing
experience of the accursed system of or-
Ranisgtion that sells them into perpetual
slavery, the time is not far distant when
the Maecphersons in the movement . will
have to declare.themselves as the scabbr
souls they really are.

+869 Hollins St., Blatimore, ;U.S.A.

Perth, Local No. 10.—Seeretary-Treasursr

 DIREC T ACTION.

Our Growing Press ~ Mildura.

” W
_ . '*DIRECT AOTION.” B
. English: "Weekly, 4s. per year. Pub-
lished by the L.W.W., 330 Cagtlercagh-
Strret,. Sydney, N.S.W 5

great “consternstion, not only amongst
the employers.of labor, but also améngst
parliamentary aspirants and highly-paid
“- union officials. If-the LW
mare to the.boss, it is a_ hideous day-
dream to.the many unic‘J}\pnrnsitnB who
for long years have enjoyed themselves
at -the expense and suffering of the toil-
ing slaves. AT
The continual corruption, duplicity, in-
a -+ famy, and lies which goes on in -many
trade.unions and amalgnmations of labor
-must be exposed and brought to light in
. order.that the the slaves may sece how
they are —sif[c-t-rackcd and sold-out by
“ 5 their offieials. - t
BRI o . The pliin talking which the LW.W.
Swedish-Norwegian-Danish.  Monthly. ‘lﬂli‘lgﬂ::“;g't?; c:;'?p u#:g;ﬁiau;ugﬁl,ﬂ;%
¥ 3 Y ashi B : Zy
‘gl;'mzllmu yleﬁl' Uéﬁt' W. Washington St., “unionism and the necessity of the LW.W.
B9 MR8 has made many union officinls feel wary
Vi about their jobs, so they have taken Billy
Hughes' advice and are attacking the
LW.W. with the “feroeity of a Bengal
tiger,”” ;
If the attacks of the AW.U. officials
. and their satellites were clean add truth-
ful, we would not eare how fieree they
were, but they are evidently not follow-
ers of the famous George Washington.
The opponents of the LW.W. are hard
put to it to find arguments against the or-
ganisation.  When they discover they are
r ged down to the lnngauge of
md the arauments of the yel-

* 'SOLIDARITY.”
. English. Weckly, 64, 6d. per year. Pub-
lighed by the IL.W.W. Publishing Bureau,
1{}%‘}\Iamliton Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio,
SAL

‘A BERMUNEAS."
. {The Wage Worker.) _
Hungavinm. Semi-Monthly, 6s. 6d. per
%}egrA%O East 81st St., New Yok, N.Y.,

“SOLIDARNOSC.
y M(Solidgrity.) )
Polish, Weckly. 6s. 6d. per year. 164
W. Washingtdn St:, Chicago, 111, U.8.A.

."'DARBININEU BALSAS."
(The Voice of the Workers.)
Lithunanian: Weekly, 6s. 6d. per year.

-"'HET LIGHT.”'
Flemish. Monthly, 4s. per year. Fran-
co-Belgian Hall, 9 Mason St., Lawrence,
Mass., U.S.A.

“IL PROLETARIO,"
(The Proletariat:)

low-press,
At the close of the LIW.W. meeting at
945 last Saturday night, when fellow-
s ookl oo \ workers  O/Connor, Cherrington, and
D \]]tn}I].::{m-\:\l-(;‘:"j}ﬁs-'mﬁ?. {)ﬁ:sgcaé"_;(‘c\“' Rancie held a large interested audience
° ¢ ustoh, Ass, LA pap aver two hours, the AW.U. organis-
" " T ers, true to their lnwful tacties, mounted
E?TE%E'I};?? a hex on a vacant piece of ground near
Spanish Bi-Weekly, ds por yoar. Bun- ‘I:}'flt'l{:"y :rn_uld not break the law like
anish. v, 45 pe ; i ok : 1 o
dle ].‘M'{rhl' !)M;l cPP"‘f“_Ad_d":'“% (‘lll 9“’.“_' :lllll‘cl !;(-\g;l\l‘;.t(.::‘i?(lrtglcgfl‘t' ]:]h(\ t(‘!.{l'e(n\'fltr:l':‘:tllll‘
lll;};?:lc.n ]lp‘i"fi(:;l:,] ]l‘“]l;l d’]‘:,gq QL“: '_’\””::A the LW.W. They floundeved around for
l-; ((_‘.l"i'_" B {_‘.": 103 =1, Los ANEC e time and said . hothing  of import,
R \ . When they tried argument they got bog-
ged. They trotted out some trip;‘" about
constitutional methods, and sticking to

“RABOCHAYA REOE:'J’ t =

The LW.W-still continues . to .ca.use"

“W. is a night--

March 4, 1816,

o ProhtSliénng

By W. Jackson. _ _
- There is plainly o growing feeling’ -
among employers in favour of some sort

“of profit;sharing. This ariges largely
from a fecling that loyal and dompetent
slaves, who take a partner’s interest in -
the company, ought to be “treated like ,

. partners; also it arises from a deaire to
put _more energy and loyalty into the
slaves. Hundreds of employers, worried
at the slack and slovenly manner in
‘which their employcos work, are looking
about for some way to make them more
cfficicnt. Profit-sharing is the reward for
inereased work. It must- always be
figured on Extra Profits. If there should
he no extra profits; nothing would be di--
vided among the empleyees. The bonus
is not figured on the gross profits, but

—alwayg-on-the net-profits.—1 have-known——
cases in which the gross profits were 1
greatly inereased, without adding to the
net profits. - In such cases the employees
profit at-the expense of “the “company.
From our dear kind boss’s point of view,
no profit-sharing is satisfactory unless it,
benefits ““the company.” |

I éstimating the net profits, of course,’

-there must be a -full reward caloulted for
management nnd superintendence. If a
man is managing his own factory, for
instance, he should charge a ‘‘fair’’
salary for his services; he.should not take
dividends as a substitute for salary. If
he does he is vobbing himself for the
benefit of his employees. Onee a year is
not often cnough to divide the extra
profité amongst the poor deluded slaves.
Every quarter the exaet amount should
be deposited in.a separate pay envelope
with a persenal note of thanks, and past
paynents should be added, so ad o show
the total for the year. .To give a_prac-
tical oxample of the boss's idea bf a
‘fair profit-sharing scheme,’” we might
take the ense of a shop which has 31 em-

. ployees.  Its profits are £3000 a yonr, The
employer offers half of the extra profits
to the mugs. At the end of the year the
profits nre £4000. The extra profits are
therefore £1000, and they ave divided as
follows . —

(The Voice of Labor) s ST : e Employer gets .. 50 shares £500

” " & T > § agreements; mentioned a few individunl Manager rets "
ul}u_s"“‘m'l"" e.ukll), 45', per .-‘] “f.‘] B . members of the LW.W. and then put up A‘.\:[.I:;::;:le‘; s i lg :Rg::,: lgg
‘C] .”"?' 1 USN O esplames Sty aud what they had  saerificed  for  the Head Salesmian E shares 50
RO Ul ',"’\' : i » movement, All this talk cut 1o ice with 23 Employecs ' 93 ‘shiures 230

' the thinking portion of the crowd; they t Boys TS ah

! &iﬁgf)'" wanted to sec-the leaders of the AW.U.__ P 2n w s ':_f’fj o 29
Portugese. Semi-monthly. Subserip- put the LYW.W. on trial, but they were Total . 100 shares .. £1000

disappointed. But this was not all; there

tion 4s, per year. Bundles of 50 1d. per the trump eard was

copy. Addresss, 699 South Firat St.,
New Bedford, Mass, US.A.

was more to ¢come ;
yet to be played. :

Amid the seclf-satisfied smiles of the

AW.U. officials, 2 Mr. Washburn, an
., American, mounted the box. It was said
. that he hgd come from the ““home of the
LW.W.,,"” was one time organising for
that organisation in Los Angeles, and he
claimed to know something about them.

He started off by trying to get on good
terms with the erowd by cracking a lot
of cheap Yankee jokes, which are stale
even in Australin. Iis yarns were fall-
ing a bit flat, so, as he thought, he would
bring out his winning-card. Here it is:
““One day,” he said, ''I was passing a
pub., and saw a prominent ITW.W. man
causing a distugbance. I asked the man
what was wrong, and he loudly exclaim-
ed, ‘I want whisky."! ‘Why do you want
whisky ?* 1 asked. ‘I wqn't work,’ he
said. ‘Why won't you work?’ ‘I worf't
wash.' This sort of thing was got off to
the great amusement and loud laughter
of the A.W.U. officials, who were trying
to rouse the crowd to laugh tos. But a

-large portion of the nudience was still
waiting to lear what he had to say
against the LWW.

Seeing that his tacties were not carry-
ing much weight, he changed his methods
to one of abuse and slander. He called
the members of the LW.W. bums, was-
tors, spittoon-philosophers, men who never
washed themselves, ete. He complained
about being called a white-collared stiff,"*
because he washed his face once a week.
The mophl character- of Bill Haywaod
and ojfier officers was questioned.  The
Trayfman affair then came under review,
angd’ he finished by saying, ‘'The LW.W.
mfist be crushed; it was a bum-layout,
and with the help of the A W.U. we will
do it."”

While Mr. Washburn, ‘‘the man from

ADDRESSES OF IW.W. LOCALS.

Adelaide Local 1.—Seeretary-Treasurer,
5. G- Drumniond, 43 Charles-strect,
Unley, Adelaide, S.A.

Sydney, Local No. 2.—Seerctary-Treasur-
er, T. Glynn, 330" Castlereagh-street,
Sydney, N.S.W. ]

Broken Hill, Loeal No. 3.—Secretary-

Treasurer, E. J. Kiely, Palace Build-,

ings, Sulphide-street,, Broken Hill,
N.S.W.

Fremantle, Loeal No. 5.—Secretary-Trea-
surer, C. T. Reeve, 18 South-street,
Frementle, W.A.

Boulder Loeal, No. 6.—Secretary-Trea-
surer, F. H. Lunn, Lane-street, Boul-
der, W.A . :

Brisbane, Local No. 7.—Secrctary-Trea-
surer, G. B, Bright, Redfern-street,
Wooloon-Gabba, Brisbane, Q.

Melbourne, Loeal No. 8—Secretary-
Treasurer, R. Power, 243 William-
street, Melbourne, V.

A. Westbrook, Vietoria Park, East
Porth, W.A,

Mount Morgan, Loeal No. 11.—Secretary-
Treasurer, A. Murphy, Queensland
National Hotel, - Mount Morgan,
Queensland. ; :

Cairns (Russian), Loeal No. 12.—Secret-

. ary-Treasurer, W. Yudaeff, Box 201,
Cairns, N. Q. :

SPEAKERS' CLASS.
PP

The Speakers’ Class has been restarted
at the Sydney Local. There is a prﬁssin[;
need for an’ever-inereasing supply o 1
able propagandists—fecllows whe can ex- the-home of the LW.W."” was pulling off
ponnd and explain the philosophy and his bit of a stunt last Saturdey might, it
methods of the LW.W. and make more was owing to the LW.W. members that
converts, especially on-the job. There he was not pulled off the box. Even old
are plenty who have a fair understand-. A.W.U.jtes were disgusted at-the piffle he
ing of Industrial Unionism, but fail to was geiting off, and knew he was telling
make ‘its prineiples clear to their mateggelies, and wanted, out of fairness, to close
owing to lack of practice in speaking im_up. But we were anxious to hear
putting their ease Jogically and" conci ut, thinking.we might hear some of
The speakers’ class aims at starting f faults of the LW.W., but we were
ones on the road to effective speaking.” appointed. The Yank, who knew so
i held every Saturday 'at 7.16 p.m., at¥ much, and who was lquked upon by the
330 Castlercagh Street. s AWL offieials ag the right man to sool

The boss's way to share profits is to
establish a picee-rate system, based on a
seientific study % cach job. This is one
of the main aims of scientific manage-
ment. The bosses are not slow in waking
up to the fact that it is not at all diffieult
to establish a method of sharing profits,
which will put much money into the poe-
kets of the directors and very little into the
pockets of thrn workers. If you will reas-
on the position out you will find that it
is in the interests of 4he Capitalist that ~
the manager should reeeive 10 times as
much as an ordinary bonchend. The
manager, accountant, window dresser,
and head salesman receive ‘‘salaries,"’
and are not to be classed with ordinary
cheap, eommon human worl horses, who
wait at the factory gate for the boss
every morning. The ““public benefactor"”
(the boss) tpkes damn good care he is an
onsy winncéI and is on the half-way, mark
(for he is-both handicapper and starter)
with 50 shares, but the 23 employees
only reeeive 1 share each. ‘This is on the
understanding that the extra net profits
have increased at least 25 per cent., which
is not often the ease. The boss receives
50 times as much as his wage-earners; for
the privilege of ‘participating in produe- -
ing “‘extra profits,” the wotkers hand the
boss a *‘swag’’ containing £500 so that he
may relieve himself of any anxiety for
another 12 months, or until the mugs
wake up to the fact that not only this
profit-sharing scheme, but this system of
capitalism based on exploitation of the
workér is of no.damn use to them.

on to the I.W.W., proved a sorry failure.

Not one word against the orguunisation
or its principles was advanced. Not one
syllable of logic against our position was
brought forward. The Industrial Work-
ers of the World still ‘stand intact, and
their position unshaken.. Something
more solid than cheap jokes, abuse, per-

-.sonalities, and lies, will be needed to de-
feat the LW.W. We are too well estab- |
lished in Australia now 'to be stamped
out, even though union leaders do unite
with the master cless in the attempt.

‘We extend to all opponents from alt
lands an invitation to come out and fight.
Go to it you cohorts of the master; raity
you ‘paid traducers of the TW.W.; get
busy. you union parasites; mobolise, do
vour damnedest, you will find us ready
and waiting. ) NER




T men

" cidentally, for the
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CT ACTION.

Arbitration and  the .

A W. U .
. 1——:—‘——'—_ -
The ** Australian Worker”’ of last issue
contains a‘roport of the debate on arbi-
tration ‘which took place at the AW.U.
gonvention, The debate arose out of a
resolution moved by Delegate Me-
Naught:— - .
.“That the the A.W,U..make direct ne-

gotiations with the employers and refuse .

to accept arbitration." R

To judge by the remarks of those who
opposed the motion, they were more con-
eerned with diacussixm_‘,thc‘ alleged sins
of LW.W. men in the /industrial move-
and the TW-W. in general,” than
with-justifying their belief in the arbitra-
tion principle, Tt may be remarked, in-
aduéation of - those.
“know’ alls,”” most. of  whom -gather
their ‘impressions of the basi¢ principles
of the J.W.W.- ftom the eolumns of the
capitalist press, and from .the lips of
such unprejudiced critics as Billy Hughes,
that mere apposition to arbitration- with
the boss is not the whole.of the LW. W,
philosophy, and by no means the most
important principle which distinguishes

-the LW.W. from such a polyglot organ-

isation' as the Australidn  Workers'

Union. | .

Most of the arguments put forward in
favor of Arbitration were mutually de-
structive when they were not inconsist-
ent in themselves, Arbitration, remark-
ed one delegate, ‘'could be made effect-
ive, and the only way to make it effective
was at times to throw it overboard, and
try other methods.” Why, if the ‘'other
methods’’ eould be successful in getting
Mteffective’” arbitration (an expression by

. the way, which to an L.W.W. man is a con-

tradiction in terms), it eould not alse he

suceessful in. achieving other ends, the

dlelegate did not volunteor any adviee.
The same delegate said that ‘it "as

untrue when LW.W. men stated that the *

A W.U. was only an avbitration union; for
(the AW.U., in his own knowledge and
experience, had had strikes, all of which
had been successful."

This would be a highly interesting ar-
gument AQAINST direct action, if we
were et told by another speaker, Senator

Barnes (what in-hell has-u-Scnator todo

with a wage-slave' conferenee, anyhow?)
that they had*seen the folly of that kind
of industrial strife (strikes) and adopt-
ed different methods.’” Barnes advoept.
ed ““the capture of the political machine'":
in order to improve the Arbitration Act.
Barnes, whatever his faults, is evidently
n consistent politician, and has his eye on
‘the main chance. He ignored mention-
ing, however, that lte and  his political
cobbes have been in possession of that
“*political machine’” for some years now,
without the fact making any difference
for the better in the workers’ condition.

Another delegate declared that the Ar-
bitration Act was built *‘upon a rotten
foundation’’; but, *‘if one could gain the
end by going to Court it was better than
the strike with the suffering and terrible
sactifice frequently entailed.”’ “‘If1”’
sure, only—if. This dclegate, one But-
ler, wound up his remarkably logical dis-
cottrse by voluntegring the totally super-
fluous piece of information that ‘‘the
1LW.W. stood- for different ideas alto-
gether to the AW.U.”

Another illuminating “argument’’ in
favor of arbitration was that “‘the I.W.
W. came with ideas from America, which
was in industrial and political organira-
tion far behind Australia, and with diff-
crent conditions prevailing altogether.””
‘Whatever the justification for arbitra-
tion has to do with the origin of the
1LW.W. did not appear from the rest of
the speéaker’s remarks, but it is.interest-
ing to know from such a reliable source
that the methods of the exploiting class
differ in the countries referred Yo,

The whole debate served to show that
the A,W.U. differs but little, if at all,
from the ordinary ecraft union coneep-
‘tion of the working class movement. It
ignores the fundamental basig, the reason
for the existence of that movement,
namely, the Class Struggle. ‘For the
working class to be ultimately. suceessful
in that struggle the limit of ifs action
must not be preseribed by any Arbitra-
tion Act, be it ““gopd”’ or bad.

Just as the guestion of the final owner-
ship and eontrol of industry éan not be
settled: by arbitration but by efficient or-
ganisation and intelligence, so also the
_ﬁum‘ee of suceess which the workers have
attained in the cverv-day struggle for
the products of theit labor, is not the out-
come of any ready-made institutions such
as the Arbitration’ Court, but marks un-
ertingly the state of organisation and

intefligeiice  which — the

movement has reaclied.

Arbitration is_ therefore esstiitially
wrong in prineiple, and the contention
that it has proved beneficial to the work-

* ing class, arises either from the desire of
interested parties to perpetuate it,” or
from -total ignorance of the invisible ce-
ongmic forees underlying the Capitalist
system. The decision given from an Ar.
birtation Court bénch does not so muich
represent the personal opinions of the
Judge on what he conceives to be econom-
ie justice, as it is a reflex of the Economic
Power and class education of the work-
ery concerped.

Judged from this standpoint, and from
the plain facts of experience that the
wealth, influence and power of the ex-
ploiting class’ are expanding with ever-
inereasing rapidity; that the strangle-hold
ot Capitalism ts-tightening year by.year

with every extension of Arbitration; the

superficial vaporings of the AW.U. with'
Lits implacable hatred. of -the LW.W., are

not. likely to.count for much with the in-
* telligent worker,

The faet that there are members of the
A W.U. working to-day under an arbitra-
tion agreement for wages inadequate for
the primarygnecessities of life,—that faet
alone speakS more loudly on Arbitratiow
than_ all the-oratory of a thousand Con-
ventions.

It also throws an interfesting side-light
ot the pawer of the much boomed ‘‘one
big union,”’ ns represented by the A W.U.

It is not for the LW.W., as somé of the
speakers at this Convention would have
us infer, to prove that arbitration is rot-
ten. The history of the alleged labor
movement of Australia proves that fact
better-than all argument.

T.G.

3

RAILWAY COMMISSIONER ON
SABOTAGE.

Assistant-Commissioner Miloe, of the New
South Wales Railways, is seriously disturbed
concerning sabotnge. :

Speaking at Goulburn a few days ago, he
said “that there were men in the jervice who
serlously and deliberately debafted how they
could pest bring about a condition of chaos
under the name of a sclentific strike, which
was really sabotage, thinly disgulsed.”

He described the ‘advocates of thls form of
striké as “imported pests, bred in other la

was unknewn.” b

It appears that the Railway \Workshops are
being placarded with posters, which, accord-
ing to the Commissioner, contains the !qllaw-
ing advice By the “imported pests':—"Don't
scab on the unemployed ' by working hard;
slow work means more. jobs, moré jobs mean
less ad; less fon means high-
gr wages—less work, more pay. Slow down,
slow down. Don't-be slaves.”

Truly awful! This sort of ihing, says the
Commissioner, Is calculated 10 “produce a cat-
astrophe by depleting the fountaln from which
the necessary capital flowed to develop our
great country.”

We are pleased to have an admission from
such an autheritatlve source, that sabotage,
sclentifically applied, is liable to put the boss
on the bum.”

This latest convert to the efficacy of Sabo-
tage should remember, however, “that the foun-
tain from which all capital flows,” as well as
all other wealth, is the fountain of physical
and and mental energy possessed by the
working-class. The natural resources of “our”
great country have ln the past been developed
by thebrawn and brain of labor for the profit
of those for whom Milne speaks, and ‘the
“rising tide ol anarchy” so hated by Milne and

* his class, 1= not likély to cease until Sabotage
is univerzally applied, and carrléd to its logi-
cal conclusion, by the complete expropriation
of those ‘'who now own “‘our great country™
and all the capitgl 1 contains.
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I entered Parliament with what I
thought to be the lowest possible opinion”
of the” average member, I came out with
one still lower.—John Stuart Mill.
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which please send ‘‘Direct Action'' for
one year to the following address:— ..
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*  BY EUREKA.
Fremantle and Perth Locals are  unit-
ing their forees on the Perth .Esplanade
in one big propaganda eorroboree, on Sun-
day afternoon. Result, large. audienccs,
rapt attention, and an absence of opposi-
tion to the methods of the I.W.W.,,. or-
*ganisation and taetics. i
That bespeaks a conviction in the minds
of,the hearers that our prineiples are not
only eorreet but are, Q.E.D., beyond all
hope of being logically controverted, and
the. lack 'of a large increase in member-
ship is owing to the strong influence of
vested interests in the sectional -unions.
F,W. Reeves’s subjeet for * yesterday
(Feb. 13th). wasto have been “'Hervedity
and Environment,”’-but was postponed
at the request of the Trades Hall ma
nates and political nabobs t& tnable
great mass meeting to be held, making
appeal for financial assistanee to Broken
Hill miners" families. .
Delegates Kerr and  Speek  from
Barvier’s Strike Committee were present,
and explained that the miners woeuld not
be in receipt’ of wages till three weeks
clapsed fram time of resuming work.
Qar representatives, FW. Reeves,
came in for the fullest approval of the
meeting re his utterances,  The really ad-
vaneed man or two of the Trades Hall
were between the devil and the deep blue
sea. . Vested interests hold them in leash

E
o

from speaking the truth; henee, their re-

marks-had no true ring of sinecrity, no
bold, original-thought, and the erowd,
ever instinetively keen to note and dis-
tinguish the lack of earncstness, born
only of the knowledge of truths and the
utteranee thereof, gave no evidenee of
euthusinsm—save in regard to the LW,
spokesman, 7 e :

Seeretary (ibson of the DAL, at the
close: of the meeting had quite a large
tub full of seetional union dirty linen to
wash; he rubbed it out properly, and
hung it out to dry on the Iinﬁ.\ public
ahgervation, to the very muech wixed edi-
fieation, amusement and savage wrath of
the various sections of the erowd.

A colleetion was taken up prior to
this enlivening episode, and resulted in
sum of £5 5s. being colleeted. At the

—provipus -Sunday menting-of the WL W,,

where_freedom.as understodd -by-Australlan®, =} pit half —that~sumwas realised—a

more than favoerable eomparison.

People who reason from eause to effcet
qare expecting stormy meetings at  the
Perth Trades Hall for the next Tew
weeks.

F.W. Reeves visited the Midland June-
tion last Monday night (the strongheld
of Govesnment shops and railway em-
ployees of sundry prades). He gave an
address of an hour’s duration on Indus-
trial organisation. He was accompanied
on the war path by. a band of Fremantle
and Perth LW.W. braves. )

The meeting (A.LF. Branch) admitt-
ed our rep. to be a man with a message
to the worker, and evidently aecepted
the message as true. i

The I.W.W. has been subjected to a
most savage attack in the eolumns of
“The Sunday Times'’ of Perth; however
it is a compliment to be scandalizingly
denouneed by this vile sheet, which re-
sorts to the low vernacular of the Rogks,

Sydney, and Little Bourke-street, Mel-
bourne, at their worst.
F.W. Reeves replied at the Sunday

-meeting, and proved to the hilt and the
satisfaction of the audienee that all the
article is a farrago of malicious slander,
and then challenged the writer, if pres-
ent in pursuit of copy, to come on the
platform and justify himself. No ap-
pearance.

Don't forget that all ~Efficiency and
Speeding-up schemes are put forward in
the interests of the boss. You and, he
have ngfhing in commen.

BROKEN HILL ACTIVITIES,

Rooms, Palace Buildings, Sulphide-
Street. =
Wednesday Evening, at 7.30 p.m.—Edu-
cational Class. :
Alternate Sundays, at 3 p.m.—Business
Meeting.

Alternate Sundays, at 3 p.m.—Economic -

ASS. - >

Sunday, at 7.30 p.m.—Outdoor - Propa-

ganda Meeting vnear Post Office, in

Argent-street. =

Good Library. Also good eollection

of Literature for sale. All live rebels

welcome. -

R. J. KIELY, Secretary,

Local No. 3, LW.W. -

q

Echioes froii-ths West.

G
Majeste.””
ABUSING THE PRIME MINISTER,

THE CASE OF WILSON AND
' LAIDLER.

“Lese’

On Tuesday the 22nd February Alf.
Wilson nud Perey Laidler:appeared he-
fure the District’ Court, - Melbourne, 1o
answer a charge of abusive language ut-
tered at the Yarra bank on Sunday, the
6th February. o

The langauge complained of was used
in reference to the Primg Minister, Mr.
Hughes, and was uttered in.speeches de-
livered at a meeting held by J. J. O’Reil-.
strike delegate from Broken Hill, In
referring to Mr, Hughes' attitude to the
Broken ILill strike. and his accusation
that there was pro-German influence 'hEI X
hind the strike, Laidler said the man who

%aid that was ‘“Wm. Hughes, the black-—.

est sconndrel the wurking class ever pro-
duced.’” Wilson attacked * Mr. Hughes
similarly and stated that *“The Age’ and
the “* Argus’® supported the double deal-
ing and triekery of Billy Hughes, who

sinee the time when a warrant was out

for him for horse stealing until the pres-
ent time has never done any good for the
working cluss.” . 2
Police Constable Fennessy, who issndd-
the summoens, stated that he had. no eom-
plaint, apart from the present, to make
coneerning the speaking of Wilson and
. both of whom he had found te be
fair speakers! He had prosecuted
en heeause they alused the Prime
I1ad it been anyone - else  the

Minister
case would have been different.  When

asked if he did not consider 1-!5\t calling
the strile leaders pro-Germans,\ as Mr.
Hughes had done, was  using v most
abusive language possible to-day, he said
he did not know.

The Magistrate, Mr. Goldsmith, here
stated that if the defendants Wilson and
Laidler would give an undertaking to re-
frain from using similar language in fu-
ture he would stop the case. The defend-
ants, however, refused to give any such
undertaking, and fully fifteen minutes
were oceupied in the endeaveur to  get
Wilson and Laidler te give the desired
undertaking.  Mr. Goldsmith stated that
he intended in no way to interfere with
troe. speech. Wilson apnd  Laidler then
made statements -to_thesourt in which
they cxplained thé reakons for such
language being uttered and their reasons
for refusing to give the Court the under-
taking sought. They declared their de-
sire that the Czort should hear the case
now rather than give any assurance not
to use similar language in the future,
both desiring above all their rights to
freedom of speech. Tt was agreed by de-
fendnnts that Wilson’s reference to horse
stealing whs perhaps beyomd fair politi-
eal eriticism, and he might well withdraw
same. This was done by Wilson, who
stated that it had been Mr. Hughes’
proud boast that in his early labor ex-
periences he had onee had such a war-
rant issned for him.

The Magistrafe said the police had
spoken well of the past speaking of the
two defendants, and he felt sure they
would do as he urged them, that is, re-
frain from using such language in future.
He w.nuldj"adjourn the case for six

months with that hope.

(Repprfs of the above ease in the Mel-
bourne eapitalist press made it appear as
if Wilson and Laidler gave on undertak-
ing to thel court to refrain in future from
similar eriticism of the precious Billy.
The above report from one of aceused,
as well as other eommunieations receiv-
ed from Melbourne LW.W. members,
throw .a different light on the matter—
Ed.)

BOOK OF POEMS.

It is the intention of the Pwess Coni-
mittee to print a booklet of revolutionary
poems within the next few weeks, Most
of the- poems that have appeared since
the inception of *Direct Action.” will
be included. : .

The contents will include :—**Man With
the Hoe,”’” *'The Dishwasher,” “Evolu-
tion,” “‘The Cry of Toil,”" ““Born_ For
What{” *Might is Right,” *‘Mask of
Anarchy,” *“The Way of Kings, Crownedr
and Unecrowned,’* ete.

In all probability the booklet will run
to 48 pages, and sell at 6d. per copy, Wit
the usual reduction for quantities. Orders
will be booked right away. -

Printed and Published -on behalf of the
Trdustrial Workers of the World, by
John Hamilton, Chfrman of Press
Committed, 330 Castlereagh -street,
Sydney, NS.W. i
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