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Lo (By A. E. Brown.)

No one can -deny that capltallams
has had a good innlogs. For the last
bundred years or 8o, it has hed &
free course to run and be glorlfied,
with none to say It nay. Theseflorts
of craft unlonlsm to bulld a bulwark
around the interesta of the workers
have beean trifling and augatory.

The master-class has been enabled
to suborn the press, the pulpit, the
unlversities, and school houses, the
senate, and too often, by means ot
bought unicn lenders, the craft unlon
movement itsell.

Capitallsm Is thue enabled, at the
present day, to wield a tremendous
weapon for the aubjugation of the
workers. Not only are “captalna ot
industry” the “masters of bread,” but
they are also, through their suborned
agencles, the controllers of popular
senllment. No book can enler 2
school'house; no fAlm céan be screened
in a pleture-hall; no play can be pro-
duced on auy sfage, that has not first
passed under the censorship of some

representative of the masters’ o
terests.
Thousands of magazines, prints,

news-sheats, “religious” and secular,
are ponred forth in never-ending suc
cesslon, with the sole object in view
of ensuring the preservation and per-
peluation of the One Blg Union of the
master-claas.

In the realm of art, the musician
must compose capltalist muslec; the
artist muat palnt capitalist pletures;
the Jitterateur must present every sub.
ject trom the capitallatic viewpoint.

Powerful as this masa of popular
sentiment, created by the master-
class in favor of their “right” to ex
tract Surplus Value, would seem, it
would ba, however, entirely futile but
for the working-clazs among them-
selven.

Just as, In a prison, a few warders
can keep a thousand men in subjec-
tion by breaking them up into groups,
50, on the lndustrial field, the great
bulwark of Capitalism is this division
of the workers. Proletarlans neyer
seamh to take in the meaning of that
old “Unlied we stand; divided
Marx realised this

e sent his famous ery
!mwn the centurles: "“Workera
of ountrias, UNITE: to lose, you
bave gpothing but your chalns; to
Bain, you have a world.”

While the masterclass are sing-
ing:—

"Weo ate mot divided,

"All one body we,”
the workers are dominated by the
curee of Sactlonalism. Craft union
bitted against craft union; wrangling
With each other for the right to do
certaln kinds of work; one sectlon
“fcebblng” on another; and each
fcabblog on the worKing class s B
whole.

It is lateresting to note the outcome
of the efforts of the mastor-class in
mentally subjugating the workers.
The worker does not belleve thst
"might {s right” He believes in
“right” and “wrong.” Ho belleves In
“wages” and “shortage of values."
The master-class belleves in “profits”
43d “surplus wmlue”  The worker
doca not know that the capitallst sys-
tem would fall like . house of cards
before & united working class Intent
0n getting the full product of its toil.
Can we wonder that workers are ex-
Plolted "and robbed?

e grand asset the workers have,
Or should have, ig hig children, Even
bere, however, the worker cannot re-

from his favorite practice of
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“scabblog.” The child must be bul:
lied and bludgeoned; any Independ-
ence of thought or spirit must be
speedily crushed out; he must be
Haught to be “honest,” and “industri-
.ous,” and “obedlent” in order that, at
the earllest possible age, he may be
st into mine or mill or workshop
"to produce Surpluas Value for the mas-
ter-class. This studled coerclon of
chlidhood s encugh to make one's
blood boil. But. the worker fs too
busy putting his tew hob on “Peter
the Palnter” or some other eguins
contraption, what time he drifts
sweatly on to chattel-slavery.

It may be clalmed, in reviewlng the
growth and power of Capitalism, that
that growth {3 due to the energy and
Initlative of I[ndividual capitallsts. It
must be remembered that In everry-
thing they have had the willlng co-
operation and asslstance of the work-
ing class. Nothing has been done in
which the latter have not participat-
ed.

An interssting query arises: How
long can the capltalist eystem perpe-
tuate itself?

We have seen that the master-class
i solid; neither is there any factor
In tha presentday labor movement
that can shake that soildity. There.
1s, however, a lttle cloud in the skry,
no bigger at present than a man's
hand, which promises to disturb the
serenliy of capitallsm's old age. That
{s the Coming of Industrisl Union-
irm, with the overthrowing of the
present wage-slave Ideals; and the
building up of the One Hlg Talon of
the working clase. °

The capitalist is, of course, USIDE
every endeavour, by prohibiting Iree-
dom of mpeech and many other noer‘v

{One thing, however, is clear:

With One Big Unlon of the work-
ing class opposing One Blg Unlon of
the master class, lively doings may
confidently be anticipated, and a clear
and definite outcome expected.

Then will be the day of the shak-
ing of thrones, principalities and pow-
ars, and the opening of many prison
doors. We may ‘yet ses the boes
with all his parasites, on ﬂig Wrong
ends of aeveral plcks and shovels.

To this snd, Workers cof all coun-
tries, Units and speed the Day!, =

ADDREHBEE OF LW.W.
LOOALE,

\Adeluicla Looal No, 7—B8ecretary-Troa-
~—surer, 8. G. Drummond, 43 Charles-

street, Unlay, Adelnide, 8.A.

Sydney, Local No. 2.—S3scretary
Treasurer, T. Glyon, 330 Castlersagh-
atreet, 8ydney, N.S.W.

Broken Hill Local No. 3—8scretary-
Treasurer, E. J. Kiely, Palace Build-
ings, Bulphide-street, Broken Hil,
N.B.W.

Fremantle, Local No. 5.—Secretary
Treasurer, C. T. Reeve, 18 Soutb-
-gtreet, Fromantle, W.A, -

Boulder Local, No. 6—Bacretary-Trea-
surer, F. H. Luas, Lane-street, Boul-
derj, W.A.

Brisbane, Local No. 7.—Becrstary
Treasurer, G. E. Bright, Redfern-
street, West Gabba, Brisbane,. Q.
Melbourne Local, No. S—Beacretary-

'Treasurer, B. Powar, 243 William-
streat, Melbourne, V.

Tottenbam Local, No. S—8ecretary-
Treasurer, A, 8. Graham, Umang-
strest, Tottenkam, N.O.W,

cive means, to crusf this
{n its birth. Whetber he will succsed
or not ‘canmot yst be predisted.

~Every copy of “Direct Action” sold
{s & kiok st the boss. Get subs.

Child Labor In
England

“London Engineerlng” of November
Sth laat, saya:i—

The annua! mesting of the half:
tlme council of Lancashire, York-
shire, Cheshire, and Derbyshire, was
beld on Baturday, October 31st, at
the Grosvencr Hotél, Manchester.
Mr. Bond (Chorley) was appointed
president for 1916: Mr. A. Lea {Rock.
dala), vl In his
the president stated that nearly one
hundred thousand chlldren under 13
yeara wers in employment in Eng-
land, and in competition with adults
in the labor market. Tne‘ﬂmuorir.y
of the chiliren are engaged in the
mills of Lancashirse and Yorkshire,
Mr. Bond referred to

How Joe Hill
Died.

The following is taken from &
'Frisco papsrip—

Salt Lake Clty, Utah, Nov. 18—
Showing his contempt of the law by
& last sttack on lis constituted repte-
sentatlves, Joe Hillatrom, Indusirisl
Warker of the World, went {o his
death before the State Arlng squad
in the yard ot the State prison at 7.42
a.m. to-day.

In some unknown way he Bad ¢on-
cealed s broombandle in his cell
When the door was opened he leaped
at his guards, swinging the club over
thelr heads florcely and severely cut-
tng one on the scalp and face. But
guards overpowored him In the twink.
Ung of o eye.

Nervous, but Unwavering.

Untll he came out of his cell, he
bad shown no eighs of resisting, He
had been nervous, but unwavering, i
the cold calmness that bad marked
blm for months., Guards wers taken
by aurpriee.

“I'll dle Oghting,'"
“not llke & coward."

As he contlnued to struggle, pow:
orful guards pinionsd his arts to hls
sides. They urged him to be quiet
and take hls medicine like & man.
When further resistance was useless,
he gettled suddenly into an apathetic
calm.

“Now | can die with a clear com.
science,” he sald.

Diss Bilngfolded.

The march of the Aring squad then
®commenced. Warden Fratt and a de-
puty led. Two physicians followed.
Theo came Hillstrom between Lwo
deputy aherlffs,

He walked to the death chalr with
& swinging satride. When he came
oppasite the door of the prison black-
smlth shop, behind which Were sta-
tioned the five riflsmen, Hillstrom
passed the thirty-three witoeasss 1n
their places. He trled to remove ths
blindfold, but was preventsd by tne
straps which had been drawn around
his arms and walst.

In the Dsath Chair

He wss lod {0 the big congress

chalr, mbout twenty paces dlsiant

he screamed,

from the five holes in the door of the’

blackemith shop, from which the glit:
tering mussles of the ritles protries
ad.”

Guards quickly shoved him into the
death chair and buckled more straps
about his lega and arma, rendering
him helpless.

He stralgh d.up and

of the half-tlme sysiem by the Inter-
department Commitlee appointed by
the Government. We bad ‘recently
gone to war for the sake of a scrap
of paper, bearing fhe pledge of the
British Government; bpt England-
had fafled to redeem another pledge
given at the Berlin Conferencs in
1880 by Lord Sallsbury and Sir John
Gorat, who then sald, "We can pledge
ourssives for Groat Britalo that our
government, faithful to [ts actions

In the past, will mlm:m resolutely

in the future (if it does not go beyona
them) to the benevolent principles ot
the conference.”

This pledge was to raiss ths age
tor child workers to 13 years. Ger
many kept faith mnd ralsed the age
to 14 years; Groat Britaln kept the
age to 11 years until 1899, then only
ralsed it to 12 years, at which it was
STHT kept in spite of public remon-
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his lips with his tongue. Physicians
teated the heart. It was pumping
hard. They pinned the white target
above his heart and the white mark
“stood out boldly againat his black
prison shire. %

Sheriff Corless shoutsd, “Alm!”

The five rifles steadled from the
portholes.

"Fire! Let 'sr gol" ghri A
strom, mockingly. He waiglainly
grioning—a horritie death txﬁ} it
seomed 1o witnesses, ™~

“Fire!” commanded Corless.

Five rifiés spoke. Hillstrom's body
sagged down In the chair, and then
straightened out stiffly as the head
settled down on his shoulders.

Physiclans steppod quickly to Hul
strom's side. Thay appiled the ste-
thoscope. ;

In one minute 12 25 seconds
raised dheir hande. : ]

“He o dend.” they sald sclemaly.
At - s
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A Year of
Propaganda.

The
ron to be ashamed of the amount and
extent of lts propaganda for the year
1916.. Our enemies, the capltalist
clags, politicians of all stripes, as
well s many so-called revolution.
ists, who believe that there iz some
magic behind the word “Socialism™
which will land the workers Into the
millennlum, twelve months ago wera
all united in asserting that the LW.W.
in Australia was dead and was not a
factor to be reckoned with In the
" working-class movement, it Is re-
markable, however,- the amount' ot
persecution, ealumny, and repre:
sentation (which thls “dead” LW.W.
has met withfrom the same quarters
during the yfar just ended,

At one andl the same moment would
be found an‘artlcle In the capitallst
press congratulating the workers
ufion thelr refusal to be swayfi by e
“few irresponsible syndlcalists,” ete.,
whilo another articke bowalled the ex:
tent to which revolutionary propagan-
da had permeated working-class or
ganlsations,

Pollticlans were equslly Inconsist-
ent In their declarations concerning
us, Premler Holman, for instance,

t on having rld the coun-

try of "L /. malcontents,” and as-
serted the) eﬁinlsauun wlelded no
influe | Australia. This state-
ment greeted with enthuslastie

champagne drinking by Massey and
the rest of the capitallst hirelings,
who a few months later found it ne-
cessary to lssue a “Specle]l Order-lne
Counell” excfuding the papers and
literature of the ‘“dead 'un” from
“God's own” country.

The political socialists of both coun-
tries have alse been equally as vall-
ant Iln buryipg the LW.W, today,
while its resurrectlon was halled with

-~ & howl of execratlon on the morrow.
~' Meanwhile, the organisation has
steadlly pursued its propaganda of
Industrial Unionism and direct ac-
tlon. ' It has disposad of mofe revolu-
tonary lterature, and done more to
alter the psychological outlook of the
worlter towards the present system
- of soclety, In the last twelve months
than all the class war theorists have
done In ten years. It has established
the right of free speech in 'many
centres where the word of the eapl-
talist had been previonsly law. Wnen
workers were gaoled for asserting
that right, it bhas created such =
state. of working-class public oplaion
thal e peliticlans were compelied
to open the gaol doors and glve pub-
! le promises that there would be mo
. tepetition of the gaolipg business.

\‘:}m’na of Billy' Hughes, Labor ls

'
LW.W. In Australia Das no Tea-

Meleume 'News.

The local here 1is .making good
headway, considering dhe trouble one
is up against who dares to hold
meatlngs other than for the recrult-
fog of slaves for the Human Slaugh-
terhouse fi FEurope. Notwithstand-
ing the barriers bullt by the authori-
ties, the LW.W. speakers are stick-
Ing 1o thefr work, and numbers are
being enrolled. Prosecutions under
tbe War Precautlons Act stlil cou-
tinue, and J. Scurrie, a lover of liber-
ty and freedg, has been sentenced

three moifths' hard labor for mak-
ing_statefments “prejudiclal to re-
eruiting.” & 1

Another charge brought agalnst
him, that hié stitements *were liable
to - cpuse ‘“dlesatisfaction to the
King/ was withdrawn. Under the

deed coming into Its gwn. One

wiiter wrote mbout Willlam Morris
Hughes, that his political carser was
80 crooked that if he were to hide be-
hind a corkscrew Jesus Christ him-
scll could not Gnd him. There s no
doubt about it.
. After the New Year the local will
on every Thursday night, start on a
study of the firat valume of Marx,
when all workers are asked to come
along to the- rooms, Mr. Ted Tur-
ner, recognised as gne of the best
Marxians in Australia, will conduct
the class,

There are strikes and rumors of
strikes in Molbourne.~The Trades
Hall Councll is in revolt against con-
scription, and last week passed &
motion condemning the Labor Gov-
ernment for lts action towards that
end. They are begloning te s¢e the
light.

ROLAND FARRALL

STICKERS,

The Press Committee have plenty
of LW.W, Stickers on band. They are
In large type, smart, and to the point.
Each Sticker has an lmprint oh It, In
accordance with the boss's law. We
will send along 1,000 to any address
in Australla for 2/9, 5,000 for 12/,
and 10,000 for £1/2/6. Please send
cash with order, Orders will be sent
1o New Zealand, provided 3d extra is
enclosed per thousand for additional
postage, Address:. Manager, Box 9%,
Haymarkat, N.S.W. :

-

ADELAIDE READERS

Can obtsin copies of ‘‘Direct Ac-
tion'’ and Industrialist Literature
from Charlie Russell, bootmaker,
Gibson-street, Bowden, Adelaide,

-

And, above all, it has bullt up a press
of {t&™own, and enrolled members
so rapldly that ln every camp in Aus-
trolia where toilers slave for a mas-
ter there will ba found te-day rebals
carrying on the revolutionary WwWork
and hastening the comlng of the Un

Big Union of laber. :

Time Is on our slde; the class war
{8 becoming more Intensified; the
chasm between the iwo clnsses s
delly growing wider, end the need 18
becoming more apparent of an Orga-
nisatlon that is not merely content
with the theory of the class struggle
as & subject to phllosophiss upon,
with the co-cperative Commonwealth
as a distant and besutiful ldeal, but
fs prepared to accept tuat struggle
a8 a terrible reality and wage relent-
less war on those who would per-
petuate it.

The workers must not be content
with merely acting oh the defensive,
and resisting the encroachments ,or
capitalism. As In military warfare,
the best method of defence 1a attack.

Trade unionsa have miserably falled =

to show any aggresalve militancy:
the war has proved political soclal-
lsm to be' a rotten reed. Capitalism
must be attacked at Its foundation:
that foundation {8 Surplus Value..
Surplus value Is produced on the job,
the point of exploitation. Let the"
LW.W. pledge itself to redouble its
efforts during the coming year at
polnting out this simple faet, and
1916 will tell the brightest tale In itx
stormy history. %

T.G.

" the army requlred,

Conscription.

The announcement that the Britlsh
Government bad at last decided to
Introduce Conscription will come ‘a8
no surprise, There never was a diI-
ference betweon multarism as 1t
exlsted In England, and milltarism
as it existed in Germany. One ne-
cesultated a large army which could
not be procured by so-called vot-
untary metheds, while the size oI
up to the pre-
sent by tle ather, did not call for
compulsion.

It was, therefors, a matter of ex-
pedlency with the ruung clasa ol
England, and not & matter of prinel-
ple, and the absence of conscription
hitherto in Great Britaln had no more
to do with what !s sometimes eupho-

“nlously called “advanced demacratic

opinlon* in that country, than the
assumed ‘“ignorance” of the Uerman
worker had to do with its presence io
Germany.

Many of the so-called “democrats”
in England—and In Australla too—
are howling as loud for conscription
as'gny British or German junier.
Nelther is this any cause for sur-
prise, for recent and ancient history
shows that the democrat “dressed in
a iittle brief authority.,” can be as
great a tyrant as any Nero or Nape-
leon. |

The workers of England, ope I8

‘afraid, as well as those of Austra-

lla, will accept conscriptlon with the
same servile cbhedlence to authority
which thelr continental [ellow-work-
ers have shown lb the past; apd the
reason may be lound in the teach-
ing, lopg inculcated, that whatever 18
bhanded out te them by thalr “savi
ours,” whether they be Liberal, La-
bor, or Soclalist, must necessarily be
for their benefit.

How long wlill the workers continus
to believe in this centuries old super-
stition?

With an Industrially organized
working-class conseription would be
impossible, becausp wars would be
Impossible. Wars would be tmpossi-
Lle because the workers would refuse
to manufacture the munitions of war.

But an industrially-organised work-
ingelass will never materialise until
the workers are taught to think, de-
ch’ie‘ and act for themselves, and
throw umrhmu:r] the idea that there
Is & superlor set ol people specially
born into the world to.ibink, decide,
and act for them.

The war, and its consequences yet
to come, may assist along this direc
tion. Every happenings in connectlon
with the war ls, at aﬂ_&vents, forcl:
bly ‘demonstrating ABé soundness “of
the LW.W. pnsﬁlun, that until wu_
workers are organised along the lines
of Industrial Unlonism on An later-
national scope, conscious of thelr
mission and their power, the ruling
class will be In a position to enlorce
its will in the milltary as on the in-
dustrial fleld.

There ls an ever-lncreasing miner-
ity of rebels, however, who have made
up their minds to retuse te place thelr
destiny or lives in the hands of any
prand of rulers; and it is upte every
true rebel in tie LW.W, or out of
it, right now, to resolye that they
will see the capitalist class and thelr
flunkeys, the whole gang of plunder-
ers and murderers, lo the furthermost
corner of hell, rather than shoulder
a rifle in defénce of thelr Interests.

T.G.

—————

MELBOURNE ACTIVITIES.

—_——
Local No. 8, 243 William Street.
Monday, 8 p.m.: Business Meoting.
Thuraday, 8 p.m.: Educational Class,
Warking Class Economics—T. Turn-

er, Instructor. ™
Friday, 8.30 p.m.: Prupnmn,ﬁa\hleet-

ing, Brunawick, corner Sydnoy Road
and Vietoria Street.

Sunday: Propagands Mesting; Yarza

Bank.

The rooms are open to all workers
every night. All working closs papers
on file. Good Library. A welcome to
all the *'dlsobedient opes.'’

P ———
SUBSORIBEES.

Sybseribers who do not receive
their, “‘Direct Action’' regularly
and promptly, are requested to
write to the Manager, and give
particulars, so that he may take
steps to get the matter rm’!d:iad_
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———————
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We are pleased to inform the mem- |
bership” that two:new.locals bave
been chartered In Perth, W.A., and in
Mount Morgan,.in Queansland. We
hope that these two mew locals will
make their Influence felt, In the pro-
paganda of the One Big Unlon prin-
ciples. k ' .

. .

A letter from Denny Foley, accom-
panfed by iwenty-onme half-yearly
subs. has come to hand. He reports
plenty of LW, W, activity around the
mill employees and the railway nav-
vies in the vicinlty of Innlsfail, In
his letter he mentlons that a Bugar-
cane cutting machine has proved sa-
ttstactory  after ‘axpnri.lngnla. “and
states “Poor old A.W.U.'s trouble for
the sugar slaves, and more for Spence
and Co." Foley ls at Cairos now.

- . .

Fellow-worker Geo. Henry reports
big meetings In Innisfall, N.Q,
against confcription. The boys ap-
plied for & permit for an outdoor
meeting, which was refused. It was
declded to test the authorities and
Fellow-workers Foley, Henry, Petrofl,
and Healy, of the LW, :."nq% Mor-
rissey, Mole, and lty, o the
AW.U., took out @ box and held z
large meeting. ’Dte meeting was very
rowdy, some of “the parasites of the
town asklng silly guestlons. With
vary [ew exceptions, the slaves in
the audlence were in accord with the
sentiments of the speaxers.

" L - -

Good progress Is reported among
the Italian fellow-workers in Broken
Hill. Several fellow-workers are re-
turntog to the Hill, which will liven
up zgain for the O.B.U.

- - -

Fellow-workers Visks and Goller
have been released from the concen-
tration camp at Rottnest Istand, W.A.
and are hunting for an exploiter In
the Western mining camps. Goller
states In a recent letter, “When lying
on the sunoy boach at Rettnest we
could mot detect a boss between us
and heaven. It is different herq—we
bove to face him {o-morrow marn-
ing.""

. - L]

The Boulder local is showing. slgns
of renewed aclivity, and Is calling for
Russian and Italian papers. Most of
the old members are over at Corin-
*hian, where they have got about
four-Alths of the workers interested
in the LW, dope. F. W. MecGurn
writes very optimistically of the
progross made. The Itallan paper
“1i Prolatario,” is especlally welcomse
te the Italian membership.

- - -

A detachment of the boys left Syd-
ney en route for Mildura, Victoria,
[yr frult plcking. The governments
won't get too much In the shape of
fares, as they are tra.ve’llng in the
“Kltchener” fashion, so successfully
adopted recently by the soldiers at
Livérpool camp. Another bunch have

*hind us.

left Broken HUl for the same destin.

atlon. T dura frult cockies gre

in for p/hell of n-time this season, -
. L] .

Fellow-worker Reeve sends along g
vory Inspiring report of activities in
the Perth and Fremantle-districts in
West Australia. The excellent' saleg
of “Direct Action” and ilterature con-
tinue, while the membership of both
locals are on the Increase. The Fre.
mantle local have now got a nice Lt
tle hell at 35 Phillamore-street, where
all who have got cold feet and wood-
en shoes are welcome.

- . .

Fellow-worker McCormack is qéa'
sub-getting.at imo.Naval Base - Vil =
toria, where the dope ls sinking 1, -
There-is_ & demand for “Solidarity -
down there, also that spenks well for |
the future, The surcst way to get—
a man thinking s to let hlm goy
“Direct Actlon” for a half-year. Whay
about a couple of hundred McCor
macks? i

. . .

Fellow-worker Reeve visited Leed
erville. W.A., on the lst December,
and lectured on the New Unionism
at the ALF. Hall, In reply to a leb-
ture recently dellvered by Mr. Pan
ton, who passed strictures on the
LW.W. The meeting was highly sue
cessful in every sonse of the word.
An excellent report appeared In the
“Westralian Worker” the following
week. Reeve was alse to lecture at
Midland before the A.S.E., in thelr
hall, in responmse to an invitation fe-
suad by that body.

L * L]

For the Informatlon of locals and
the. memberbhip, the G.EB. has a
large order of LW.W, buttons to ar-
rive at an early date. An order of
Itallan literature will also arrlve from
“Il. Prolatario.”

.

An Inciplent revolution is Impend-
log at Mount Morgan, Q. where the
LW.W. ls beglnnlng to take a graw.
Ing Interest lu the minecwners' little
games, and the impotency of the
AWU. The new local should grow
quickly, and make the wooden shoe
philosophy fAnd o lasting and endur-
Ing home. At an early date we will -
dlseuss some of the capers and an-
ties of the officials of the local orga
nisation, whoe are suffering from “"Em-
piritle,” but take great care poi to
get inta khakl,

.

- .
Say, boys, we have left 1916 De
Good big hool-prints, toe.
Newcastle free speech, Sydney Iree
spesch, the releasa of Grant, Bark-
ar's poster, the stickers, and best of
all, a weekly "Direct Action” 1815
Is something to smile over. And now
we are In 1916. Let us get busy wilh
the Industrinl spring cleaning, and
buy insecticide for the parasites. Let
us all vow together, “1916 is the
LW.W. year In this eountry.”

Are you some dynamita? Or merely
driftwood? | Seeing’s - belleving.
TOM BARKER.

L W, W. Preamble.

The working class and the em

ploying class have nothing in

common. There can be no peace so long as hunger and want are
found among millions of working people, and the few who make
up the employing class have all the good things of life.

Between these two classes a struggle must go on until the
workers of the world organise as n class, take possession of the
earth and the machinery of production, and abolish the wage

system. ]

We find that the centreing of the management of industries into

fewer and fower hands makes the tr

ade unions unable to cope with

the ever-growing power of the employing class, The trade unions
foster a state of affairs which. allows one ‘set of workers te be
pitted against another set of workers in the same industry, thereby

helping to defeat one another in wage wars,

Moreover, the trade

unions aid the employing-class to mislead the workers into the belief

that the working-class have interests

ployers. 4

in common with their em-

. These conditions can be changed and the interests of the work:
ing-class upheld only by an organisation formed in such.a Wex._ |

that all its members in any one in

dustry, or in all industries;

necessary, cease work whenever a strike or lockout is on it 8 3
department thereof, thus making an injury to one an injury to ™0

Instead of the conservative mo

tto: A fair day’s wages for

a fair day’s work,”’ we must inseribe on our bammer the revolu-

tionary" watchword : ‘‘ Abolition of the wage system.’’

1t ia the historic mission of the
Capitalism. The army of productio

working-¢lass to do away With,
n must be organised, not only

for the everyday struggle with capitalists, but also to carry 02
production when Capitalism shall have been overthrown. By of

ganising industrially, we are forming the structure of the n6W

within the shell of the old.

=]
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Amencan News

vellow-worker Jack Daly, of San
Francisco, writes interesungly, under
date December 31‘6‘

;ellaw-wnrkcr.

[ have just Anished reading "Dlrem
Actlon” of Qctober 30th, It ls the
third copy It has been my good for-
tune to get hold of, as I have been
out in the country a great deal, and
out of touch with the movement ac-
tively, but dolng my little bit, never-
theless, by sowing the seeds of dls-
content on the joh.

I can see from ‘the tune of your
lttle Gghting paper that you are up
.against the same enemy that we are

" T_préjuliicy; lgnorafee,”and the stu-
_ pidity of our own class, plus the capl
tallst press, the pulpit, and labor tak-
ing politicians: Thirty-five years ox-
perience with labor leaders has prov-
en Lo us lj.mt there !s no man, or set
of men, blg enough: or great emough
1o lead the working clase. To be led
at all is t6 be misled. Every strug-
zle in the country in the last decads
has revealed the trickery and incom-
petence of labor leaders who in times;
of peace, wax faf on the sweat and
misery of the men,.women and chlil-
dren under thelr respective jurlsdie-
tlons, and when
unbearable they try their damnedast
1o bring about @ compromlse that
will keep the yoke of slavery on the
workers' necks.
It is enough to make the blood boil
in a wooden Indian, but, mark my
words, the day ls coming when the
workers shall awaken.
The American Federation of Labor
has just closed its 35th annual com-
vention here. 1 attended every ses-
. sion. E. Bevens of the Dock Workers’
Unlon of Great Britain, attended as
haternal delegate, and so also did E.
G. Ammons, of the British Postal
Service. They were both vigorously
applauded whon they told of the mill-
tant spirit of the English workers,
, . [ don't think they got much
sleep while here, as I noticed Beven's
tiead drop one afternoon as he sat be-
hind President QGompers during &
beated jurisdictlomal dispute.
In this dispute the labor fakirs were
sheyn up to advantage. The Operat-
ing and Statlonary Enginesrs and
Firemen were the disputants, and
perhaps hurled the truth at ch
other whon they used such words as
“seabs,” “blas s,” “blacklisters,”
and “outlaws.” The International pre-
sidents did not deny any of the accu-
sations, but su. further down Into
their seats llke rats,
A resolution was Introduced bY
Fellow-worker Bourne, of Oregen, to
bave a committee of twelve appoint-
od to investigate the merite of In-
dustrial Unionlsm and report whether
It be a better form of unionism than
the present craft organisatibn. Here
Is where the “ple carders” showed
up. 2
Presidenlfuncu, 35 years an offi
cer of the BF. of L., vigorously op-

posed the regolution. Several radi
| sals, mostly ng bloods, just ns
igorously .Gphejd) t;also, soms who
ire consid nservative, fought
to bave 1t Yegrd’. “After a debate last-

Iog all afternoon, Gompers, the 7,000

dollars & year president, jumped to
lbe rescue—not of the workers, bless

Tou, no, but te the rescue of his meal

ticket, just like Dumcen and the rest
of the high-priced gods. After a long
ud dramatic appeal for the suppert
of the present administration, ln
crushing  “this undignified resolu-
tion" as other and better methods
tould be adapted with the same re-
ults, but without decremsing our
bower or disturbing the “happy rela-
tlons” between masters and slaves, &
¥ota was ultimately taken, atfer Bev-
eral delegates were rofused the pri:

“llego of speaking, which resuited In

111 agalngt and 31 for the resolution,
The small vote in favor may seem

Insiguificant to the casual observer,

but it was not so, for the reason that
i¥e years ago this resolution would
bave been upanimously turned down.

The fact that out of 400 delegates

Present, only 171 voted agalnst it

;::H that the majority are dissatis-

The n.nk lnd filo of the AF. of L.
Vst 1o be tres, but they want the
:‘; v;_ebel;.’lnlida aud outside the

{o do their fignting for them.
Te &re many trade unionists car-

a

conditions become -

Ti2g LW.W. cards, but our strengts' ia sdvancing.™

Sydney News

Sydney - Local had n/ﬂald dny‘ on
the Domaln on the 26th December.
The black-coated fraternity, who in-
cluded the Btarvation Army, and &
husky archblshop of the Amnglican
persunsion, came out from® the cob-
webs of the slobber factories, to have
& few: words with Jehovah, about his

]

coming on the eide of Australia in

the present rumpus. This choice col-
loctlon of  raacdlity ‘and workshys
took up their itch. alongside the

I.W.W.

The Wohblles rendered. “1ha
Preacher and the Slave” with disas-

trous results to.the "pie In'the sky”

frionds, whose meeting closed with
prayer,/and Gorsave at four o'clack.

fer the pulpiteers departed, the di-

Blons of the crowd greg steadily
larger. Fellow-worker Grant held gn
extremely large” audlence, who were
deeply Interested.

. ‘.

The collection teken up amounted
to £6 128 5d; the sales of “Direct
Action,” £1 198 7d; and the sales ot
lterature, £5 13s. The mweetlag In
the hall was very successful, all the
seating accommodition belng taken
up. The subject was “The LW.W, In
1915," and the lecturer T. Barker.
The collection came to over £1 8s,
Things WILL boom when fhe Wob-
bly Band begins to dislocate the at-
mosphere. f

. * ]

The Christmas  holldays have
brought a great bunch of the old war-
rlors into Sydney, and an even greater
bunch of new warriors, who have
come Into the ranks of the local here.
It betokens a tough time for Fat and
craft unlon secretaries In 1916. We
are firmly established, and we have
lads in every corner of this Blg Is
lapd. There. are LW.W. atickers
right from the.Pramier's office to
the last hut outback.

-
A LR

SUBSORIFTION BLANE
For
“DIRECT ACTION'

Enclosed pleass find P.O. for &£, for
which plesss send **Direct Action'' for
one year to the following address:—

=

Fill it in NOW!

can not be measured by our member-
ship; w‘g_have milllons of frlends In
the country, who are only afrald of
belng victlmised, as we are by the
master-clags on every opportuaity.

Another Thcident at the conventton
wlglch may be of interest to the
“political wing" of the labering
class, was 8 resolution to petition
Congross to enact by law a universal
ghour day., This brought on a long
and heated debate, between the old
officers of the ‘A.F. of L. and the
sociallst comrades on the floor, the
latter contendlng that the ballot-box
was the only logical means of secur-
ing It. After several hours of argu-
ment, Gompers got up and waving
both arms at the comrades, sald:
“Forget it, forgat it! We have been
voting for labor legislation for the
last thirty-five years, and what bave
we¢ got? Nothing!™ Polnting his
finger at the Soclallsts, who Were
sitting together, he sald, “You want
an 8-hour day, but you want to get
it easy. You fear the struggle, but
you will never emancipate the work-
ing-class by dropping a plece of pa-
per in = beautifully-carved ballot-box.
The seoner you glve up that notion,
the better it will be for the work-
ers.

Gompers, costlnuing, sald the
struggle is rapidly turning from the
politieal to the lndustrisl fleld, and
the industrial baitles of the future
will have to bo fought out on ‘that
fleldi—whick is what the LW.W. has
been trying to pound intq the heads
of the workers for the past elght or
nine years. The AF. of L., n_n_.eryurs
of law and law has arrived fArally
at the same conclusion, which gives
one the lon that “cf

-

P

- BI]] Magee

Z
From sarly’ dawn till' twilight gray,
One Bl Mages, & working plug,
Tolled for his boss, and oft he'd say— -
He was that sort of silly mug, -
"At honest work I feel I'm free";
Some qualnt-idess had Bill Magee. '

‘With barren brain and muscles strong,
L By sweut and blood his crust helg
earn; ’
But why be worked so hml and long
He never asked, nor trled to learn;
“For what the hell,”.sald Bill Magee,
“Do 1 know of phltosophy?”

light and

And- joy and glldness.
love,

.. Or musle, pictuces,. hmlu Or.BOLE, .

These . graclous
above,
To-his dull world dld oot belong;
"Surgh things as these,” sald Bil
Magee, )
“Were meant for better folk than
me." -

_Eifts” from gods

Ahd w‘ian a man whose blocd was
red,
Belonging to the rebel clan,
Explained the way the bhosses bled
The bralaless, honeast workingman;

“l leave such things,” sald Bl
Msgae,

“To blokes with wiser neads than
me.”

Ho thought ‘that all Magee's ware
barn
And placed upon this sinful earth
To eat the busks and leave the corn
For people of superior birth.
“This+rebel {alk's no good to me,
A mnan must work,” said Bl Magee.

Yet If 8 man should buy a gun,
And blow Magee to smithereena,
“Twould do no goed—he's only ons,
And not the worst, by any means
For In this world the Bil Magee's
Swarm thick, llke maggots do
cheese.
. —CRESSET.

in

MINISTERIAL APPEAL TO
BRITISH WODRKERS,
ECONOMY URGED: NECESSITY
FOR SACRIFICES.

Economy by the sacrifice of all
non-essontials wes the key-note of a
fine speach made yesterday by Ar.
Asqulth 1o a conference of Labor de-
l¢égates, Loodon, Dec. 2nd.

The wedding of Miss Violet As-
quith, dmeghter of the Imperial
Prlme Minlster, to Captain Bonham-
Carter. was celebrated on Nov. 30th,
The Archbishop of Canterbusy par-
formed the ceremony~ Among tnk
presents was a brooch presenied by
‘the King afid Queen. A gold inkstand
and a brooch was presented by the
Speaker of the House of Commons,
on behalf of all parties {n the Im-
perial ParMament.

Following the example of His Ma-
jesty the King, thie clergy and aristoc-
racy bave declded to mbataln, as far
an possible, from intoxicating liquorse
during the war. i

—Neaws Items.
His Grace bas blessed the happy
palr,

That's what his: Grace Is for,

‘Weo may be eure his Nibs wlll share

Our bardshlps through the war.
On sixteen thousand quid per year
His QGrace has sworn off drinking

beeor,

The father, care-free’ for a day,
Attondod church In ptate, '
And gave hls bonny girl away
Unto her chosen mate.
And then with a sardonle grinm,
He bida the workera save their tn.

The blushing bride, we do not doubt,
Had on & cotton frock,

And p'r'aps her rosy lips would pout
Should other damsels mock

The wedding duds of modest price

She purchased on her Pa’s advice.

Tlie politiclan‘and the priest,
And happy bridal pafr,
WUL take -ca’e that they bave at
least
" Enough fo eat and wear,
Whils on the workers they impress
Fconomy In food and dresa.

014 Asquith’s counsel we reject,
We see with half an eye
Economy does not affect
His charming daughter Vi
And so. to folk with loads of pelf
We say: "Fhyniclan, beal thiysell.”
CRESSET.

s -_f ‘ As OthersSeeUs

(To the Editor).

. Fellow-worker,—

Allow me space to make a few re-
marks upon“the points ralsed in the
lotter published In .last webk's issue
of “Direct Action” under above head-
ing. .

In the first place, the wrlter of the
letter acknowledges the illogleal po-
eltion which is held by the working-
class to-day and lays particular em-
phasis upon the fact that the work-
ers, who, alone, by thelr labor, pro-
¥lde the boss with the good things
of life, are yet compelled to hzg from
these same bosses for work t.bat they
may live.

He then asserts that the working.
class must unite, “for their own pre-
servation,” and Infers (hat this is the
only use of organisatlon on the ecoc-
nomic Geld. This policy of "preser-
vation” may be all very well for
senile craft unfons which alm at es-
tablishing friendly relations between
the slaves and their masters, but la

quite forelgn to the apl.r!l.(p.l.n\w
mates the LW.W., u/ all try
show herealfter.

Your correspondgnt asserts Lhat
the 1LW.W. policy of reducing the
bours of labor is unsound; and im
support of this assertlon he brings
forward three main arguments.

{1) That the capitalist class can
counter any move in the direction
of shorter hours by lntroducing la-
bor-saving machlnery and speed-
ing-up meathoda,

(2) That the speeding-up, ct&a‘-
quent ‘on the introduction of the
six-heur day, would be mo intense
as Lo render the extra leisure thus
gained of no benefit to the work-
ing class for educational purposes.

(3} If a six-hour daay were intro-
duced into Australia, it would placa
Australia  outside the bounds of
succeasful competition with other
capitalist countries, and. thereby,
cause & cessatlon of capitallst pro-
duction In Australia.

The above appears Lo me to ba \‘.hq.
chief objections which the writer
brings to bear on our advocacy of the
six-bour working day.

In reply to cbjectlon No. 1: It la
not only possible, but very probable

that the capltallsts would introduce

such methods; but, insofar as spead-
ing-up ls concerned, It appearste me
tbat & working-class  sufliclenuy
awnkened and enlightened to degppand
and take a six-hour day, would also
be militant encugh to realst any sys
tém of speeding-up which would ba
derogatory to their intereste.

Regarding the Introduction of la-
bor-saving machinery, such introduc
tion would be one of the greatest
Incentives to the working-class to
demand shorter and yet shorter
hours; thereby Increasing thelr own
and m proportlon decreasing the eco-
16mie power of the capitalist class

The LW.W. doos not clalm that
& aix-hour day will solve the unem-
ployed problem for ever and a day;
It merely statos that the accomplish-
ment of this object would be of great
daterlal beneft to the working-class,
and woull®® bring the day: of labor's
emancipation appreclably nearer, The
struggle for and attainment of the
slx-hour day weuld also produce Iln
Lke ranks of the working-class such
an under g of class-
ness and aolidarity as no amount of
ballot-box enthusiasm and the result
ant disappolntments can ever do.

The second argument is slmply an
claborativn of the first, and is an-
swered In the same way. When the
working-class are militant enqugh to
take Nx:hour day, they will also be
able to prevent their bospas-from
sweating them Into imbeclllty and
diséase to anything like the axlam
which prevails to-day.

As regards objection No, 3, it i8
only necessary to say that there are
rébels outside Australla as well as in
It; and that when the workers haye
gained a six-hour day tho bozs wlil
atill be getting sufficient surplus va:
lue to keep him from dying of de-
spair. As long as there arp workers
in  Australia willing to be Heeced,
there wlll be capitalists willing to
pocket the spolls, the robbery of the
working-class will not be ended, but
only alleviated by the Institution o1
the six-hour day.

Your corr

cltes,

/others, the casa of the Ford Motor

the great power of the

©Co., who, alter’Incroasing the wages
of thelr employees to & minimum of
£1 per day, discharged 40 per cent.
of their employees, and, by virtue of
fhiclon and ma-
chinery, continued to increase the
profit-producing capacity of the com-
pany’s plant.” Mr. Ford did not’go to
Congress to Iitroduce his “profit-pro-
ducing acheme, He did it by afrect
actlon on the job—by playing off his
power as employer against the {gnor-
ance and credulity of his wage-slaves,
By speclous pretexts he directed
efforts of his smployees towards the
oasis of profit-sharing, thereby in-
creasing—the output per-man of the
Ford Motor Co's plant by about ¥t
per cent.,, with heaithy results as fat
as the pocket-books of himsell and
s fellow-directors weré concerned.

When the workers awake to the
real nature of Mr. Ford's benevolent
{foudalism, they will systematically
reduce the output of plant, and at the
same time bang on to the  high
Wwages. i

Commenting upon the situatlon (n
England, your correspondent omits
to mention thy most striking demon-
steatlon of working-class power, via
Glrect action, which has bappened
for some time—the Welsh coal-miners
strike. In this strike 200,000 miners,
not by the help of, but-la spite of,
thelr leaders, defled and deleated the
will of the Industrial rulers'of Great

Britaln as manlfested, ugh their
servants, the pollticians¥in the Munl-
tions' Act.

“Only one thing matters,” con-

cludes the writer, "and that ia the
attainment of soclalism.” If “the at-
tainment of socialism™ conaists ot
procuring to the workera the full va-
lue of thelr labor, by the establish-
went of the Cooperative. Common-
wealth, then he Is rlght; but this
desirable state of affairs will nol be
attained by the “political action” ot
Soclallsts whose only ecomcmic back-
iog Is a working-class disorganised
i0to cralt” unions, who are only eon-
cerned in quarrelllng inter se over
demarctalon troubles, and who still

. worship at the feet of that great

fotlsh of craft unlonism, “the Ligoity .
of Labor™

The whole difference bstween the
1LW.W. on the one hacd, aud the
P.L.L's, ete. on the other, la that the
LW.W, is out to selze that power
which alone la of.use to the working-
cluse In the struggle tor smancipa-
tlon—economic power.

The LW.W. preaches the gospel ot
lob control; krowlng that when the
workers are sufficlently educated and
organised to control the means
whereby they live, they need not
trouble about the edicts of any par
llament be It Liberal, Labor, or Soci
allst.

The Suc!nllsh would lead the
working-clasa through the sweet
groves, of Political Action Into the
rcalms of & somewhat hazy millen-
lum; but the function of tha LW.W.
Is to stic up our fellow members of
the working-class to a full realiza-
tioh of our present position in soc-
lety; and to point out that the work-

ors are the fundamental soures of ..

all power, and that their power lles,
not alone. In- saylng, but in doing or
refusing to do, &s el.reumsunnen may
dictate.

The power of tha wartmx—elus is
ke baslec power of soclaty—the pow-
er to produce the neceesities of Ilfe
By a consclous withdrawal'.or dim-

‘lnution of that power, through indus-

trial organlsation, the working-cluss
can force from the master class any
conceslon they wish to taks; and
when suficiently organised to carry
on production, can obtaln complete
command and possession of industry
by the same meoaps. The LW.W. i
to-day, even in Its present embryonic

condition, the nucleus of the futuret_

soclety that will follow.the fall of

Capitallsm—the gradually growing
ferm of the Indusirial Common-
wealth. The LW.W. realises that

capitalist
class lies in their sclentific organis-
ation; and that whoever sets out to
destroy it, can do so only by virtue
of superior and more economlically..
powerful organisation.

To agitate, educate, and organise

™

up to.this-end ls-the alm of the I

dustrial Workers of the World,
FRANK F. WARD,

£
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DIBECT ACTIDN

Cheistmas.

“ (By A}u)

As the old year wanes Chrl.ul.mn
festivitios and new year celebrations
loom large In ‘the public mind. On
this :fmnplcnous rellgious festlval It
is the anclent custom for men attired
in clownls stumes to dellver from
plush pulplts sermons anent the mira-
culous birth of a carpenter who is re-
‘ported to have waept somowhat in
Judea. Under similar condltions shin-
ing angels heralded the birth of other
man gods. Over five centuries before
Christ the hosts of heaven with joy
and song-minlstered af the nativity
of Buddha. The story of these twd
paviours so clossly coincldes mar.

d , _have p
that ong ntory 1s slmply & copy of
the other adapted to tlme and Dlace.
All Christian iheologlans are sgreed
that the tale that was written fArst
was copled from the story Wwritten
last. Even ! Jesus llved and preach-
ad, clerlcallsm has found it expedl-
ent to lgnore the sermon on the
mount, distort economia salvation
Into spiritual lite, make gold the god,
substitute superstition for social ser-
vice, rituallsm for rightecusness, mye-
tlelam for mordls and generally
pervert the master's teaching to base
UBEeA.

In the (wentleth century the
church haa lost Its rellglous signific-
ance, To-day decaying eacerdotalism
bas degenerated into a political In-
stitution which proetitutes itself to
serve ruling class interests, endeay-
curlng in return for certaln privi-
leges to guarantee to rulers a alavish
and superstitious population, doped
with dogma for purposes of exploita-
tlon. Thus we witness the apectacle
of clergy actlve as recruiting agents
Dreaching the gospel of “Peace om
earth and good will to all men,” o
Xmas Day while the cables tell of
the fearful fighting taking place on
Lhe anniversary of Chriat hetweon
Christian soldiers, many of whom
were exhorted to eplist by the same_
men who unctuously proclaim from
tin taberpacles, “The glad tidings of
great joy."”

Through ages of salavery and
despotiam the slave class wished for
e redeemer. The prlest class cun:
ningly” taking advantage of thig fact

repeatedly preached the dre

a savlour, while taking care

kil any individual of ablity ¥ho
trised to help the masses. Fro
Christ to Ferrer covers nearly nine-
teen centuries of clerlcdl cruelty,
durlog” which time thousands of hu:
manity's highest types were bru-
tally bludgeoned by clerics wherever
they bad the power. The i{rony of
Christ's death lies Ln the fact that
U Christlan chromicles are true, He
could not eave himselt, let alone any-
body else. Possibly trading on bis

name saved o few wowsefs from
work, but that in all :
Commerclally, Xmas provides =&

market for varloys edjb!es. Dradenls,
drinks and what mot.- Dnu\b
meny oYerworked polillu{:n:r’ ll"—
yers, bossen and membe
2mart set welcome the holidays as a
well earned reat from their heavy
reaponsaibilitien and laborlous duties.
Even hobnells takes a heliday, or at
least is tomporarliy suspended. In
anclent Rome on December 26th
{(Jove's Day) slaves fought In the ar-
ena for the amusement of their
masters. It is true this year many
-0 the alavea are fighting for thelr
masters’ profit In the trenches, But
generally speaking the capilafiats
fnd it better policy to “knock off
some hands.” Thin does not mean
that they propose to put the limba of
workera through a ssusage machine;
it's just a polite sxpression, meaning
"Turning the workers out to fesd
‘with»ths cattle,” sp that, being re.
fresked with & rest, they willl eome
back with empty pockets to work
with renewed vigour,

A considersble amount of smug

satlsfaction, sentimentality and show-

Ia in evidenca at thia time. The
plutish press grow euloglstic over
the Christmas ckeer doled out parsl-
moniously to .paupers at this festive
seabon. Doubtlezs the aoccalled,ban-
quets represent the “glad’ tidings of
—great Joy,” for which the poor are
expected to be truly: thankful to the
Lord; that is, be content that tnere

_begotten of tha “will”

1s so much poverty In the midst of
plenty. *

Looking beneath the surface of sl
this Bible banging, sentimontal slob-
ver, Christlan charity and smug sat-
isfactlon, one finds that Christlan
countries are busy dealing out “Peace
and- Goodwill” to the accompaniment
of heavy artillery. .In a world of ra-
clal, national, Industrial &nd class
war, nowhere can one see the “glad
tidings of great joy,” unless it be
that this ls meant in an allegorical
sense, and theologlans lmply a large
congregation and & larger collection.

‘There ls little of importance con-
cerning the workers connectio:
with Xmas except w:?;pn a 8l
resplte from work, for
yoar out ' capitalism, despite ‘lts
Xmas cant, has nothlng better than
the slavish ideal of "Work™ to offer
the workers. Even Xmas iz‘looked

. upon by many of the swapung free |
ternity as a wasle OL\¥ ldabls time
3 ter!

a useless in rence Wwith
trade. The “Glad New Year” pro-
bebly means another perlod of toil,
want and woe for the workers egged
on by the fetish of industrial ef-
clency.

The past year hhs witnessed the
impotence of arbifration, the futility
of politics, the slaughter of thou-
sands in an insene enterprise. It is
shout time the workers woke up to
the fact tbat all the hobes -of
paviours, whether religious, political
or social, are’ delusjons. It is high
tlme the slaves gave up the idea of
“the Tight to work,” and asplred tu
“the right to be lazy.” A new era
of sconomle salvation should be the
goal and not the mers conventional
"Glad new year,” which in the ma-.
jorlty of cases does nat exiat. There
is no roason except their own Igoor-
anca why the workers should not en-
joy Xmas holidays and festivitles
prac¢tically all the year round in
stead of once a year. The future for
the masses will ba what they choose
to make !t. No happy new year will
be their portion untll they are ank
mated with a pew hope and a new
{desl. The hope that |s borm ot
"knowledge,” and the ideal that ls
to_economle
salvatlon.

A Peice Meeting.
MISS PANKHURST AND THE
BOLDIERS.

Grinny “Argus” |s an unconscloua
humerist, and does not know it. Miss
Pankhurst was going to lecture om
“Shall Men Enllst?” Whether abe
meant the owners of the "Rage” and
“Argoose,” or the politicians, the
peaceful goldiers preventad the
bloodthirety’ audience from fpding
out, by maklng a nolse quietly in
order not to wake granny from her
slumbers, or annoy the nedves of
Toorak at their late dlnpers, wine
and clgars, and fhmily devotions.

‘We are told Mlss Pankhurat js a
pro-German. 1 remember Lloyd
George being a pro-Boer. Liloyd
George was IT after the fever ova-
porated, and the Boers had been
wiped off the map (by belng bought
over). Coming eventa cast thelr
shadows before, and after the Polly
Brigade of Willles have wiped out
ihe Germs in Hostralia, an ungrate-
{ul publie will rush to hear this one-
time pro-German woman, and shub
the heroic Willies, notwithstandlog
their armlets and other decorationa
recelved for Industrious and umsel
Osh chin-wagging on the recruiting
platform.

1 thought aeveral tlmes at this
meetlng I had strayed into a farm-
yard among the cattle, but It .was
only our herole defenders of the Em-
plah practising before thoy reached
the adattolrs (trenches, I mean). A
wounded soldler oblected, belng tola
“to get off the stage, very Mlogical,
seing he had just returnsd after do-
lng his best to get off the' earth.
You have my sympathy, old sweat,
better luck mnext time you go to
Europe.

A soldler obliged us with “Austra-
ila will be there,” so it purztes me
n bit; It thal’s thie case, the Kalser
dont need to come here, or if he
comes_here we don't meed Lo be
there,

Unkind of the. "Argus” to suggest
that our “sodgers” bad thelr arms

'Humsm In Melboume.

'A/ Melbourne
writes:—

The Prussiane are In Melbourne—
and In khakl. Freedom of speech,
freedom of assembly, the safety ol
the person—these sacred rights that
the - workers *havie fought for adowl
the ages, through a mist of blooa
and tears, have melted away a8
snow before the summer’s sun!
“British Freedom™ has become a
mockword. The Huns are in pos
sesslon of the citadel! -

And the authorities are worklag
night and day to drive them oul?
Not a blt of it!-—watch the sly clos-
ing of thd eye!

For freedom of expression a werk-
ing class orator 15 to langulsh thrc-a
months behind prison bars—so de-
creed thg Huns!

And the resu]t? A fresh rousing
of the followers of the Red Flag—
and many tongues strangely loasen-
ed by the stimuius of pergecutlon.
Was It not always so, tellow-workers
—else wEere would be the LW.W. ot
to-day. ever growing and thriving
like ® lucerne patch beneath the
harrows—or a walout tree through
‘the cudgelling?

And so the Prussians have uhwg—
ed their tactlcs.

correspondent

Unablé to meet intellect wilh lno-
tellect, they endeavor to  fight It
with rute force, and so have re-
sulted  the disgraceful cccurrences
of the last week.

On the nilght of Sunday, $th lost.,
Miss Adela.Pankhurst was again to
dellght a Bijou audlence, when 4
gang of hoodlums In kbakl carrled
out an organised plan for the sup-
pression of free speech.

Having kicked the door-keeper 1n

the stomagh (a brotbher of one of
thefr own purses, by the way) for
having the audacity to draw their
attention to the collection-box, they
rushed Into the already over-crowd
od gallery, and amused themselves
trampling on. civillans and smashing
windows. Ope man, fying before
the brutal mob, fell downstairs and
fragtured an arm in three places.

Meanwhile, during the pandemon-

lum of nolse, Miss ' Pankhurst en-
denvored to spealk. .
The soldiers rtushed the stage

doors from the street, and swarm-
ed on to the platform, their Inten-
ton belng to sweep [orward and
throw the speakers down upon the
audlence. Tbey were only prevent-
od by tha police. Tho pollce wors
few In number, as also were the
military police. These fatter were
unquestionably sympathetic to . the
soldiers.

A atrong cordon of Soclalists form-
ed around Miss Pankhurat, also po-
lice, and she spoke on, although her
voice wna scarcely audible to those
heslde her.

A returned soldier who was not in
uniform, and who defended a lady
whom the drunken upholdera of lib-
erty attacked, was mobbed, dragged
bohind the curtain, and almost

round Miss V.G.'n walst.
the German huns that are 5o faml-
liar with the ladles. The wounded
soldler talked about sendlng some
to the front In leg-irone. [ presume
he meant Hughes, Pearce, and a few
of that crowd whko believe and adve-
eate one thing and .get somebody
olse to practice . One soldler ask-
ed, “What would you do in this nail
if the Prusslans came? and another
answerad hls queation by saying,
“They are here now."” I always had
my susplclons, but now there's no
doubt at all about ii, seelng another
soldler sald "the hall was full ot
Germans” Seelng that It took seven
Germans to lay out one Australian
—he on crutches—at & Hichmond
N.C.F. meeting, the war should aoon
be over; there will be mo meed for
cnnacrtpllnn or fifty thousand more
n:mn. as wo have got about two mit
lion more than the Germs already in
Europe, B

The “peace” meeting closed with
the Natlonal Anthem by the soldiers,
It would be lbellous to call it sing.
Ing: and the audience, having Iin-
fluenza, remalned silent and. with
thelr hais in—thelr proper placea.

It'a only

R. M, ROSE,

strangled before the mjstake was
discovered. Had he been a clvillan
‘his life would undoubtedly have pald
the forfeit, for the soldiers were in
the humor that brought home to one
the possibility of the committment
ol any of war's atrocities,

And withal they boasted that they
wera the defenders of treedom, and
womanhood!

Numbers of civillans were subjoct
to assault. ' And the detective of-
fice is still looking for the soldier
who relleved a lady of her purse
containing 2&s.

Dyring the week was the coward:
Iy 50 to 1 assault upon Mr. Katz for
bhaving moved an anti-conscription
vesolution at the Trades Hall.

“On the Thursday night the soldiers’

agaln attempted to break up a meat-
ing of the No-Conscription Fellow:
ship in the Richmond Town Hall. -

Mr._Hills (of the [W.W., which
was well represented thers) was ln
the chalr, and Mr. M. A. Grant, Misa
Pankhurat, and ‘Mr. Ress (V.8.P)
were the speakers.

Again and agalp the soldiers tried
to rush the etege, but more than a
score of civil police were there, and
each time they were repulsed.

Mr. Smith, organiser of the Paint:,

ers™ Unlen, and T. Hall, delegate,
Were nrreatcd and locked up on &
charge ‘of assault preferred agalnat
bim by Corporal Hewitt (the ring
lender of the Bijou attack, a man
whose boastlng to break up thase
meetings have been publlahed in the
caplitalist press). 3

Hewitt bad mansged to galn the
stage, which Smlith was helping to
defend, seized him, and Logether they
fell updn the reporlers' table. Smith
actod solely in self-defence, having
in mind the pumerous Sunday night
unprovoked and murderous assaults.

The audience Wwas mainly sympa-
thetic, but the soldlers drowned the
speskers’ volces with their boo-Ings.

The delly presas forgot to mention
{In the tissue of misrepresentation
served to the public the next day)
that when at the close of the meet-
ing three “cheers for freadom of
speech” were called for, whila the
audience rousingly responded, the
soldiars hooted with might and
main.

Word was passed round that the
police had ‘phoned to the Victoria.
Blreet barracks for an armed guard,
’,.'.U‘ﬂ “when this regiment arrived the

“soldiers were qulet, of course; and

tke meetlng closed.

Only those present at these meet.
Ings could credit “the brutallty of
these Huns.

If the authorlties permit the pre-
sent state of affalrs to contlnue—
and the plets now lo batching against
pacilists and no-conscriptionists to
be carried out, they camnmot wonder
i the people begln to wa]come S
German Invaslon—a change of ty-
rants might -be looked forward to
as a rest

Cne of the most slnister of oceur-
rences was the attack of two mill-
tary police, statloned behlnd the
wings, upon Mr. Grant. The moment
ihe stage was rushed by Ilewitt they
loft their posts, and throwlng them-
seives upon the man they were 'pre-
sumed to defend, dragged him to
the back of the stage end com-
menced & BAVAEe AssAult; and were
only dragged off by the clvil police,
who angrily orderad them to their
posts and rominded them they were
not there to attack the speakers.

There 18 the prospect of more seri-
ous trouble If the authorities do not
keep the soldlers in hand.

LW.W. tactics may then be
only possible
scriptionists.

the
hope of the no-con-

SYDNEY LOCAL.
MEETINGS, &c.
Street Propogands - at Bathurst' and
Liverpool Btreets Every TFriday and
Baturday Evenings, at 8 p.m.; also Bun-

Bunday, 8 p.m., Propoganda.
‘Wedneaday, 8 p.m., Ecanomic Olass.
Thursday, 8 p.u, Business Masting.

Also, Public Mseting Every Sunday
Aftamoon in‘the Domain.

Women's Peace Army,
“(To the Editor).

Sir~ dince Mrs. Paul
LW.W. platform on Sunday nighy

last to “attack" the Women's Peaps .

Army, formed by Miss Pankhurs i
Melbourne, I take 1:t for granted that
yowll glve me the cpportunity g
give a brief reply to that attack in
your paper,

had thg

Miss Pankhurst, as Mrs. FPay) re-

cognlsed and stated, understands
clearly the econcmic
war. She also understands the class
struggle, and since I, &8 An Interna.
tional Scclalist, and President pro

cause of thg’

lem of the Sydney bramch of the'

W.P.A., am miso awakened fo these
facts, there l= no room for discus.
slon, re capses, glnce all sldes agree,

Mrs. Paul caused some laughter
by presuming that the “Jesus story

had the women of the W.P.A. bythe
nose.”” My reply to that Impertinent
presumption, is that 1 Xkicked to
blazes all church arguments twenty
Yenrs BEe.

The chairwoman, attacked by Mrs,
Paul at our only and first braneh
meetlng last ~Tuesday (December
Tth) L W.W. rooms, told Mrs,
Pauribat it we got together a bana
f women of all nations, religious
ereeds, with but one single thought,

the hate for epliling blood, that it .

would be a splendld opportunity for
Mrs. Paul to expound to these wo
tien, her slstéra. their true relation-
ship 10 the war, and thelr economiv
conditlons, and thus chase from thelr
minds the bogles of superstition, But
Mrs. Paul, with an emotlonal shake
of her head, gave the intelligent (N
reply (so like a woman), "Oh, no;
I've got something else to de—more
important.”

Mrs. Paul made the statement that
all the women were In the churches.
If that is se, it is no use golng to
the IW.W, hall to find our sisters,
for at the L'W.W. organisations, it s
about ong¢ woman to one hundred
men. We will havo to go lo the
churches te get them out.

Mrs. Paul also stated that women
were hysterical and emotionel, and

that the capitalist’s daughter Bod

the worker's daughter had no bdond
in common, and were two distinct
classes, and that both classes should
oot be admitted Into the W.F.A o
sanisation.

'Tls true the capitalist’s and
worker's daughters are distinet, but
put 100 capitalist women on ©R#
side, and 100,000 workilng women <o
{he other slde, and make a death war
botwesn them, and 1 guaramtes that
both asides will take hysterics when
it comes to handling a gun or &
bagonet.

Women never wantonly wasto life
for material results. Silly as Wwe
women are supposed to be, we aré
not bayonetting and exploding eael
other's brains and stomachs out Like
the bone-headed, mlcrubehm.nm
working stiffs of the world

The W.P.A. wanots the spiliing of
workingmen's blood to quit right
naw, or there’ll be no Workipgmea
left to discugs the industrial prob-
lems.

Lel's cooperate and unite, and be
sensible, and Mrs. Paul wanls 1
realise that, If women are hysterical
and emotional beings, they at Joast
are superior when they know enough
to keep out of the wet when 8 show:
er of bullets come.

We all fall because we divlde; ¥
all fail because our very own Atisck
us, and make false statements sbott
cur efforts—all fall, because we DI .
underatand each other's motlves.

The W.P.A.
of blood far more fhan the.clest
struggle, cruel as It is. We wast
the war to stop right now! PI%
the blood-splllipg ~ while we 87
searching for the theans to kill
cancer—the class struggle.
the medleine—diract action sné &
clalism, but though our P!
won't swallow It,
keep them allve,. till they do sVt
low fit.

Yours far peace and Intelkigent &
‘volution, EAMILTDN

BETBY
(Mrs.) 3
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