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 ONEPENNY . _ -

~ Pitts

(By J. H. Beecham.)

In this town, more thard any-
whero else in America, every wor-
ker is part. of a mackine.  Human
life there, from that belonging to
the ohild engaged in sweated home
work, to that 6f the highly skilled
foreman’in the steel mills, is sim-
ply a commodity, like iron ore,
oil. clay, or any other produet. If

a {I{n[‘.lli!‘le breaks down in the steel-
mills_it_is_serapped;-and-another -

promptly substi_tufeﬂ; it pays bet-

__ter than expensive-and-time-wast-—
ing repairs. If a worker goes to-

.picees from overstrain in the roar-
ing heat of the blast furnace, or
meets with an aecident that tem-
poranily incapacitates him, he also
is_serapped and forgottem, with-
out compensation or reward; and
his place is prompt!
other industrial h

In conversation with a foreman
cmployed by the Pressed Steel Car
Company, a part of the Steel
I'rust, in. ‘Alleghany, a suburb of

Pittsburg, I asked him whether-

skilled machine -operatives made
meore by the day or by piece work.
He said, ‘A fairly good machine
operator who may be making ten
shillings (2dol. 50 centg.) a day at
picee work will be put on regular
th brings his earnings
M to eight shillings a day, or
s, if he finds he gets too swift;
you see, we work this thing on a
an absolute system of values, Our
motto is: If the machine depends
upon the man for speed we put
him on piece work; but, if the
machine drives the man we pay
him by the day. Our plan is, of
vourse, to pay as little wages as
posgible,” and get as much out of
our men as possible.’” ‘‘But what
sbout the maching driving the men
all - to -pieces?’’ 1 quoestioned.
“'That's their funheral,’’ Avas the
amused reply. ‘' There are plenty of
x time from
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re not organised they are glad to
ome in almost at any price, A lot
f workers from Europe have only
een getting about five shillings a
~day-or-less,-and-they-look on’ten
shillings a day as a fortune. I
have got some gnoc} men at times,
for gven fi illings a day here in
Pittﬂm.ng.}e]‘;ﬁt they soon find out
~ they cannot live and pay rent negr
the mills at this price, so they are
alwiys forcing up wages, and I
asg a representative of the com-
pany must always counteract this
tendency.’” Pittsburg is generally

eonceded to be the worst city in-

America, so far as the conditions
of the * workers are concerned.
Since the gredt and bloodthirsty
Eil'l}__i‘_e in the Carnegie Steel Works
[

+

1 , 1abor has
-been powerless to organise; and

the workmen are absolutely af the

~ merey of ‘he great Steel CoppoFa-
tion, which practically owns and

and runs.this. city-of-more-~thasn -

half a million inhabitants. In and
around Pittsburg there are be-

tween 70,000 and 80,000 men em-

+ployed in tha Steel Industry alene.
‘They all belong to the Steel Trust,

- ‘otherwise the:Carnegie Company.
Throughout the whole: of this

Vast congregation of men the prin-:

ciple .of ** Collsetive: bargaining”’

“—otherwise, the right,of med to
combine in ord '

~Carnegie’s Slaves.
- o ‘3\;__ ’

, and-g&s they .

another Piltaburg’ gq it does upwarda of 80,000-men,—

‘wages

will work under the high-priced
man, who is a ““speeder up,’’ and
gets the last ounce out of their
" bodies. The lowest form of lehor
in Pittsburg around the furnaces
is paid Gs. 6d. a day. Newly-ar-
rived immigrants are frequently
engaged to work for ds. 5d. per
day. “How they can live in Pitts-
burg on ds. 5d. per day is.a mys-
tery. They soon learn better, how-
ever, and*in a few weks are earn-
ing 6s. 6d. per day. Many boys,
young women, and even elderly
women work in the steel mills,
making spikes, nuts, and bolts,
working a full ten-hour day for
ds. or 4s. per day. Rivetters,
punchers (eutting holes in steel
plates), shearmen and pressmen in
the steel mills make on_piecework
W Fitters,

-—is denfed. This is the only spot
in the~United States where the

. backbone of organised labor is ab-
solutely broken, Heve the employ-
erfhas an ‘‘open door’ for the
clieap labor of Europe—the Croa.
tians, - Slavs, Hungarians, -and
Lithusnians—immigrants who are
brought over to the country in
shoals, and used to keep dowm the
demands of American-and Eng-
lish labor.  In-Pittsburg, —around —from £3°te 4
the Steel Works districts, it is an oarpenters, C

_understood thing that anyone-who—painters are—getting-from8s. 1o
uttempts to organise labor with a 108 pee day. ‘Where an Ameriean
view to formulating any demands . Will Jémand, and often get, if
for improved eonditions either in = skillgd, fram 12s. to £1. per day,
wages, housing, etc., will be dis- foreign workmen, even if skilled,
charged from the. employ of the “'“J}‘ml.\' get-half of these sums.
Carnegie Steel Trust. 1t is only For equal work the foreigner is
after one has spent hours among °ften compelled to take less pay
the' steel workers, themselves that mply heeause he does not know
one realises how' the spirit of the the rop! 5 50 well'as the A_merlcmi,
nen in this respect has been abso-/ 2nd cannot seek another job. Most
lutely erushed. **No one is nllowec( of the work in Pittsburg is doné
even to talk .about Unionism in L i)

. Homestead to-day,” said a former | heat, the din.of machinery, and
member of the Amalgamated Stee the noise of escaping steam are In-
Workers’ Union. **In fact, you ha cessant. The plants in Pittsburg
better not let the bosses find out &re terribly congested; and work-
you are even thinking.about it. Mmen h!u'c s_cﬂrcel)' room to move
Otherwise you'll ger fired as sure back eight inches or so fl'?m_the_"'
as fate,”” and boycotted out of the  benches. Hundreds of injuries in
district. the mills oceur every day; no re-

P . cord is kept, of them.. The waste

In the early days, before 1892, of life’and limb is_np;n_]l]ing, and
the Amalgamated Stcel Workers One of the plants is said to have
had a very powerful organisation. A0 ayerage of one man killed cv-
But H,-C. Frick and Andrew Car. ery day. I‘L'ns called the ' Slaugh-
negie deliberatély set to work ‘to - t¢r House.” “When a foreign la-
make the combination of labor an l"""e',‘_E’EOtcl‘.’ Engh?h, Irish, _=E:
impossibility in their distriet; and Lunhngntal_—m hurp in an Ameri-
so effectually did they aceomplish can mill his relatives get very
this objeet that the right of men 9¢ant sympathy at the hands of
to anise anywhere aroun the A.merllcau Court. The Ame}']-
Pittéburg has been absolutely ab- ¢an laboring man l)lilll'lt"s the *‘in-
negated. Every man entering the Vading fo"“‘g”“}" for -reducing
Carnegie Steel Trust does so un. Wages, and the Courts are slow to
der what is called ‘“The Iron mulet the great Steel Trust in
Bond"—that is, he signs & con- damages - when the , presiding
tract reading: ‘I hereby pledge <Judge of the Court may owe his
myself not to become a member S¢at on the Bench to the political
of the Amalgamated Association favor Qf“th“t. veryj;:or_poratlpn.
of Iron and Steel Workers, nor Lhough ‘“foreigners,”” including
any other organisation of similar the Epgllah-spenhng, are Jiot able
purpose and character. I also to drive such good barglhins with
pledge myself to withdraw from the bosses as are American labor-
any organisation of such kind of &8 ¥yet these very foreigners.are
swhieh-I-may now be 8 membet,” '” Torced by the estate agents and
Tn Pittsburg to.day there is still landlords to pay higher rents for
vivid recollections: of the great their housing - accommodation.
strike waged against the Carnegie Landlords receiving £2 and £2 8s.

_interestsfor the.right of labor to. from American families per month

combijne. The strikers lost the

day;aud since that time, even the

mention of unipnism in any of the

Carnegie undertakings is practic-

ally forbidJen. As'to any overt

attempt on the part of workmen
to combine in Pittsbyrg—at least
in the steel interests, the largest
industry--it is followed by instant
dismissal. The fact that no com-
bination of workmen is permitted
in these great interests, affecting

3

parts of the suburbs, charge ‘for-
eigners’’ £3 and even £4 per
month. The average monthly rent
paid by the foreigner in Pittsburg
is 16s. per month per room: Over-
crowding is —predominant- eyery-
where in Pittsburg. . Houses  of
from eight to twelve rooms will
have from three to six-families in
them. The landlords are moved
by one dominating passion—rent.

A\

utthost extent. Many tenants are
even ‘compelled to use the cellars
_for bedrooms, though.the Pitts-

plays a most important part in la
bor conditions in  Pittsburg.
. Shrewd superintendents  are
known not only to take advan:
tage of the influx of unakilled la
bor to keep down wages; but w
reduce the pay of skilled men-by a
gradually enforced system of pro:
moting the low-paid foreigm, la-
.borer - s against the English.
speaking. thus bringing all laber
down o a common level. . For
‘instaneeé, in the place of six high
D el by muplayed . bond” acheme of the Camegie
- §3 per,day, with five othera athalf, ~Truat for keeping wages at their
r loss than half, the old rate, wh) lo}es;rpouihle minimum,”
; A PEE AR s :

trying to put a stop to this prac-
tice. . No attempt seems to be
made on the part of the authorities
to prevent the exploitation of the
workers in the steel mills' them-
“selves, nor is any effort made by
anyone to break throngh the ‘“iren

and

: Railway

Bosi's Adﬁce.--

Sttt

Be A ‘fPatriot.” ‘

Owing to an alleged searcity of
labor, in view of the large num-
ber of men going to the front, the
Railway Commissioner informs the
Railway and Traomway employecs
that ‘‘they would have 1o start
work earlier, work harder and
longer”' for the future. -

If this is_good poliey for aDe

partment under a Labor Govern-
ment, thiere is no reason why em-
ployers in general should not put
forward the same-exeuse-for leng-
thening hours and inereasing ex-
ploitation. ‘It was up to those

" staying behind,” said the Com-

amid surroundings where intense.”

Tor small houses in very miserable -

burg health authorities ‘are now. .

missioner, ‘/to-make some sacri-
fice while their enmrades are fight-
ing for.them at the front.'” -

Quite so; whether at home or at
the front, the workers are always
expected to de-the sacrificing.

It would be interesting tg know
what percentage of the interest on
loans for Railway and Tramway
purposes the holders of securities
are sacrificing. ;

*The fact that the ““head serang"’
of the Railways and 'Tramways
dares-to talk like this to a mect-
ing of employees ghows the con-
tempt he holds for their organisa-
tions. As a matter of faet, there
is no shortage of labor offering.in
cither Department.

There is at the State Labor
Bureau alone a registration of
approximately 2600 unemployed,
whieh is & queer commentary - on
Commissioner Milne’s  “‘short-
age.'"

As a matter of fact, Milne, like
a1l other bosses, is taking advan-

tage of the state of funk which |

the whole Trade Union movement
i in at the present moment. The
secretary of one Union of the De-
partment, for instance, went out
of his way to inform the Com-
nmissioner.and the public in gene-
ral that his Union intended to ask
for no alteration of the conditions
- of employment for the duration of
the war.- What more natural as &
corollary than that the Commis-
sioner should .aceept this sign of

" inosnacity e ry
weakness and incapacity ay an éx. .magistrate’ for printing a poster

cuse for bringing about ‘longer
hours ahd harder toil.

When Unions, such as the Amal-
gamted Society of Engineers, go
out of their way. to scab on the
uneaployed, by voluntarily eon--
senting to work overtime, without
the overtime rates existing previ-
ous to the war, other Unions of
less importance are expected, vol-
untarily or otherwise, to_follow
suit. \

1f there is actually a shortage of
workers in compavison with pre-
war conditions, it constitutes a
valid reason why they shounld re-
fuse ‘‘to-work harder and work
longer™; on the comtrary, they

PER
accuse you of a Jack of patriot-
ism.”’ : g

The patriotism of the boss has
ever been in his pocket-book. Low
wages, long hours, and the new
cry of Efficiency, all means more
grist to his mill.

At the present mowent-he—is —
utilising the canting, hypoeritical
“loyalty' of Union leaders, and
labor politicians, to wring from
the working class the few- paltry
coneessions-won-in-the past.——

1f the workers stand for it, they
will get low wages, ong hours and
excessive toil, not clone for the

|

_ duration of the war, but for the

rest of their natural lives.

If the capitalist class in Austra-
lia can, in a week or two, sub-
seribe £20,000,000 to 8 War-Loan,
it is elear proof that the workers
should exact a larger tribute of
the product of their labor, and, in-
cidentally, serves to show the ex-
tent to whiech thoy have allowed
themselves to be robbed in the
past. 3

Trade Union divisions, the
treachery and disloyalty of Union
lenders to working class interests,
are responsible for the humiliating
position in which the workers
find themselves to-day. Divided
nmongst themselves, at the merey
of every wharlatan, paid patriote
and political windbag that comes
along, they are more at the merey
of-exploiters than ever before.

" Initistive and action on their

own account ean alone save them,

The cumbersome and futile meth-

ods of wages boards and arbitra-

tion courts should be discarded.

A virile organisation, on the linea

of Industrial Unionism, into One

Big Union of the working class is,
their only hope.

-

THE BARKER APPEAL.

As-we go to-press;-the result of
the above case has reached us.

Barker appeared before Judge
Backhouse, at the Quarter. Ses-
sions, on Wednesday, 13th instant,

Phe sentence imposed by the

likely to prejudice recruiting was
quaghed. 5

he judge, however, refused to
interfere with the fine of £20, or
three months, imposed by the mag-
istrate for a breach of the Print-
ing Aet.

This related to a- ** dlicker,”’
posted around Sydney, calling on-
the workers to resort to, Sabotage #
on the job, instead of ‘dabbling in
Arbitration Courts and Wages
Boards. : '

** We all know what Sabotage
means,”’ remarked- the judge, in
upholding the sentence. 7

The charge in this case was.

And they fill their houses to the g —hesee the opportunity to |
shorten their hours and better

their eonditions generally.

The bosses never take them-.

selves to task for their lack of pat-
riotism_in choosing an overstock-
ed labor market as an exquse for
intensifying exploitation.

Their ‘‘law of supply ‘end de-
mand'’ is more sacred to them, in
this eonnection, than any amount
of humah suffering, or even human
life, .

‘When slaves are plentiful it is,
““Work harder and work longer,
or else get out’’; when there is a
comparative shortage, it is, ** Work
harder and work longer, or we'll.

Walch, 144 Auburn-street,

that the ““sticker '’ did not bear

the printer’s name and: address;
——————

".BI-PIB'BE" At
Bubscribers who find- s stamp ‘‘Bx-
pired,’’ upon their paper, ars motified
thereby that their mbscription will ex-
pire-during the following monthrThat
will give subscribers ample time to re- -
new their subscriptions. - Terms, 4/~ per
year, 2/ per half-year, Address, ‘! Man. -
ager,’’ Box 08, Haymarket, N.8.W.'
M KOTIOE '
member  knowing ' the where-
sbouts of R. J. (Dick) Weléh is ro-
quested to communicate with J. ‘W.
Goulburn.
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MANAGER: E. A. GIFFNEY. -
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(e
n the lost two issues of ** Direct:

Action,”” the fact was emphagised
. that the exelusion of I.W,W, lite-
rature from New Zealand would
have about as much effect on di-
rect action propaganda in ‘*God’s
own” country as the 'botthug up
of the smoke from a voleano would
have on future eruptions,

The followihg article from a re-
cent 'issue of ‘‘New - Zealand
Truth’’ speaks for itself :—

THE SILENT STRIKE.

When the Waterside Workers' strike
of twenty months ngo was at its ucight,
many of sur day-lic soribes, who had
but a superficial knowled
and—Nocialist propagandn’
the- strike leaders as adherents of the

LW.W., which letters ticy persisted in

asserting stood for un organisation call:
ing itself the ‘“Independent”* Workers
of the World. ({Hornsby, of ra-
rapa, made the same blunder’ in the
House.the other day.} They nlso assert-
ed that the strike was the outeome of
the poliey of these mischievous T.W.W.-
ites, and worked themselves info a

HEADQUARTERS I.W.V¥/, tAustralia);
330 GABTI._ERED’_I.GH 8T., SYDNEY.

"UENERAL HEADQUARTERS_
148 W. Washington Bt., Chicago,
., v.sA .
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POLITICAL AND OTHERWISE.

Mr. Meredith Atkinson, the
~ading light of the W: tiers” B¢
nal Asaciation, who wiis spis
illy imported from England to
ghten (1) the workers on Puli
' tical Eeonomy, would appear t.

Lave forgotten his mission, or at
"1 ast part of it

At all events, ne has dropped
the first word of the term, and is
now engaged with Axchbishops,
bosses, politicians and other eco:
nomical and unostentatious indivi-
duals, in a fresh erusade, the

. watchword of which is ** conomy-

and Efficiency.’’ U

The position of the workers has
5o improved sinee the war hegan,

and their extravagance and Invish

waste of money has become so
marked, that it was quite time
Meredith or somebody clse pulled
them np
- It must be perfectly galling 4w
Meredith and his frignds to  see
Jommon or garden workraen fiesh-
ing past in their automobiles while
useful and necessary people like
themselves are compelled to foot-
slog a mile or two in order to save
breaking -into. tuppence on: the
penny-halfpenny tram section.
Their -economical propensities
must be also subject to prétty rude
shocks when the papers anpounee
that Mrs, Jones, the wife of -Bill

the navvy, entertained her neigh- '

bors at o' tea party at the Hotel

Australia, while such hard-work-

ing females as Mrs."Wm. Holman

nnd Mrs. Hugh D, Melntosh are

¢ obliged, through the economic

stress brought about by the.war,

to save the crusts fgom the morn-

ing’s breakfast in order to get '

" bread and  butter pudding for
_utheir hubbies’ dinner,

dith was more than justified in

changing the subject lesson for his

%= students from Economies to Eco-

noniy, In the former field the

- workers -had a shrewd suspicion

- that their experience with the size

of their pay enyelopes taught them

more of their bosses' little ‘ricks

1

‘On-the whole, our friend Mere-

frenzy of indignation at-the -audacious
i wickedngss of ‘such stirrers up of strife.
. Ag-a matter of fact; the strike in ques-
tion was nof engineered by adherents
of LW.W.-ism, nor was it condueted ae-
cording to the tactics of the LW.W.
‘Truth’’ doesn't expeet its Plute cen-
temporaries 'to beliéve that, but, then,
they believe so little that is true con-
gerning LaboF and Labor’s ways, that
that will make little or no difference.
The fact remains, however, that the men
most dissntisfied v th_lhg_nkrjke_m,n;u-
tign, and the manner in which it wi
conducted, were the few
have studied, and have hécome imbued
with, the philosophy of/the Industrial
Workers of the World./ The chicf wea-
pon of the true LW/V.ite is not to
come ‘‘out’, on sty ke, ‘but to atay
IN, If a strike is/thought necessary,
they ““strike ON tHe job.'" This is the
more €Meetive w'y. It is lesy culumi-
tous to the wor)gérs, and more costly to
the employers, n‘gd nded not eause one
worker's child ta lose a single meal.
It is funny tp contemplate, ab this
date, that w)“lle the prepoesterous
“‘Post’’ has becn barking up the wrong
trée, the so-called *‘free’’ laborers, who
hc’lpu(l to break the last big -strike,
along with the erstwhile strikers, have
been soaking in the LW.W. philosophy,
and kave come so much under its in-
fluence, that for over a fortnight, the
Waterside Workers hnve carried out a
quiet, unobtrusive strike something af-
ter the LW.W, methods,

Some four or five weeks ago, the ques-
tion of limiting night work was deba-
ted by the Wellington Watersiders, and
it was finally deeided to take a ballot
on the question. This ballot was ear-
ried through recently, when the mat-
ter was submibted to the vote of the
members, as follows:—

Are you in favpr of the proposal:—

‘*That the working hours shall be
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.; except in the
ense of a ship finishing at midnight,
when men may work not later than

12 pan. g7
* This does not npply to Sunday mid-
night starts as stated in clause 3 of
_agreement.

The result was that
east, 651 affirmed. Although the result
of the ballot docs not compel the men
to refuse to work after 10 pam., never-
theless; since, aud even before, the votn
was taken, the various shipping com-
“panies have found it impossible to conx,
voerce, or cudgel the men into working
after that hour.

On Thursday last, ‘“Truth’’ is credib-

© ly informed, Mr. Jelly, of the New Zea-
land Shipping Company, asked the men,
early in the afterncen, if they would
work the Rotorus till 11 o’clock that
right. The men replied, ‘*No.**  As a

out of 683xp

result they were: stopped work at 4.0
in the afternoon, nad told to come back
at B pan,, and werk till 10 pan. While
they were working off the Inst hour,

Dengs n New Jeshnd— Strike off

The two men in question replied that: .

t2 of i
g2 Io._ Lubor_

——
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they had np authority to speak for the
othera. All they would say was that
they did not intend themselves to work
after tea, nnd, therefore, it was out of
all renson to sk them to try and in-
fluenee others to continue nt work after
that -hour. -There, for the present, the
matter cnds.
o-Let it ‘be understood that the men
have mo objéetion to work any hours in
a bona fide ease of urgency, such as the
vonling df troopships, ot they contend
that in the past they have been called
upon to work all night on ships when
there was no -real reason for urgerey
other than that of saving a few paltry
- jrounds-1o-the -shipping-companics con:
cerned, ‘Triie, the worker réceives extra
pay for overtime amd all-night work,
and it ma. be granted does not work
as expeditiously” in the night time as
“he does Ihrough the duy. It is asked:
“How " them ean the shipping com-
panies profit ‘by the system? ‘That
is ensy of explamation. Take the
ease of the Marama on her last trip
from San Francisco to Bydueyt vin
Weollington. Wellington  waterside
. workers worked her nil might and thus
ennbled her to clear for, and arrive at,
Wliiey two days earlier than she otd
orwise would have done. -On arrivil
at Sydney she lay up for seventsen
The Wellington whurf laburer
ved an extra penny an hoi- of!
, and ax & result of their all
right working the oyie's of the M
remia were ‘able to pay off the vessel’s
 of 130 men two days earlier thia
essel had to lie up at Wolling.
-be-worked-inthealny time—
o saving of gver £60 at an extra cost of
loss than £1. And that ia only " aone
souree ¢f saviag. There are cthers.thint
are ton obvieus to need partieularis-
g :
The all-night unloading  of colliers
comes “within the same catqgnry. Dur-
ing the six months prior to the men'’s
tefusal to work the eolliors all night,
a search of the records of arrivals aml
tonnnge cdrried revenls the fact that
thase comparies have ‘deliversd nt Wel-
hington wharves more coal than in any
preceding six months, auring
y night work wns not engaged in, and
that, too, although running o lesser
wumber of craft, 5
Tt is stated, likewise, that the aver-
,Ape wharf laborer is satisfied with
’.'l’l'{l:il'l'EE.\' HOURS A DAY,
from § aan. to 10 pm. Tt is elaimed
that many aecidents ‘on.the wharves
aro renlly the outcome of overwork—
the men becoming less alect after a
long spell of arnluoua téil; that at pre-
sent there are a large number of men
in the hospital suffering frem strain
and _ather truobles, superindiced by
submitting to too lengthy spells of work
without sufficient test. The Unionw
doesn't say to any man, yon must not
work after 10 p.m., out it says to the
companies: ‘' If you can get the men to
work, get them; but we don't think
you ennl’’

I
i .

The bosses in New Zealand must
be especinlly gratified at the suc-
cess- of the Special *‘Order-in-
Council,”’ aimed at the ILW.W.

AILWAYMEN'S
THREATS.” -

e A e A

o sayeth the ** Argoose’” of Oc-
tober 4;-and all .over a bob-a-da;
allowance. What will these rail-
way men want next? To think that
men who gave £34,000 to patriotie
funds, ete., should threaten to pass
another resolution threatening to
stop work if.that nimble shilling
&in’t forthcoming, Men who play
shuttlecock and . battledore with
our palatial dog boxes on wheels
ought to- be happy withount that
bob. Peacock would have lost his
feathers if 'he had heard. three
rousing cheers, and seen ‘the pn-

thusinsm over that bally boh. Oh,after the priviliges, free-pass, ete

with the production and distribu
tion of wealth, than all Meredith’s

. text books; while there is no work-
er who would not be impressed

. with the logic of the reasoning
- that if they save -up their ‘“trays’™

picture shows, and not give the
half-penny for the week-end beer
bottle té the kid for lollies, there
_Evill-eorqe a time’ when he shall

ave so much money to burn that

o
| e

I
§

in the late recruiting

instead of apending them on the .

@ will be able to spend it as lav-
‘as Mr, Fitzgerald, Mr, Black
and: other politielans did with the -
public

New Zealand Shipping Company, and
two other “'heads’’ appeared-on the
scene of netion. Two workers were
called up from-the hold, and, it is stuted,
asked if they would try to indmee the
- men to go on’ working after 107 p.m.

campaign. x . b o
Perhaps Meredith * recognised
that the words Political Feonomy
. had a new, meaning now-a-days,
. and he therefore trind to save hig
{nce and hold his. job by breaking

" resh ground. . . ;

moderate and r ble railway-
men, you ought to have asked for
2 quid a day; you might have got
the bob then. Trifles like these
don’t trouble men drawing £1000
a year. You ought to have that
bob, even if the Cabinet have to
live on ten and toast., The Gov--
ernment would not think of fore-
ing you ‘to o anything naughty. .
No sane man, only politicians,
would suggest that yon were dis.
loyal. If you had taken a few
- thousands out of the railway rev-
enues, they would have admired’
your shréwdness- and ‘patriotism.

whieh |

(By -Fred. F: Roekswell, in the “International Socialist Review," .
3 % TR Chicago.) to P ; ¥y

_A'rjous;:. ye ‘Sons of Labor, in factory, fleld, and city | .

The morning brealks, the bugle

shakes~

Its clarion iiotes to wake ye from your rest, 'neath scorm and pity,

As lightning leaps fro;
The ehains that bind aptive
‘Arouse, and strike to win your owl
‘Arouse, arouse, ye sons of toil,
‘Not to a strife of leaping lead

B

thundér, arouse in wrath and sunder

to the guarded Lords of Plunder,
n in factory, field, and eity! -~
from every rank of Labor.

; of bayonet and sabre.

Ye are not murderert such as they who break y.e,‘d\u.y and hour,
Arouse! unite! win back your world'with a whirlwind stroke of

Power. ]

Your-Bister's ery, a prayer-to

Unheeded amid ghastly mirth in th

Look! from your ranks they ta
break them. |

The fairest of your daughters pick,

ink on your wives who toil to death_in factories of feyep:

die
e brothels where tl'fvy leave her.
ke them, to bind and bruise and

to wrong, abuse, forsake them.

Ye men defied, 'tis Woman eries, and will ye longer leave her?
Invisible the chains ye wear; but feel ye not their galling?
Can ye not hear, sore wronght with woe, your wives and daugh-

ters calling?

altar?

Shall these, your frail ‘and fn?}i‘r; die at l!h_é Masters’ Profit-

Arouse ye slaves of Work-and-Avag

Listen!—in the grey dusk of dawn,

¢ ;—too long ye blillll.u_\," falter!

your driven children weeping!

In-dust'and gloom, by the whirling loom S
With stunted forms and haggard eyes, watch oer the spindles keep-

ing!

Your children,— they thus broken; and ye have only spoken,— -
“Your wrath despised. Arise and strike! for the Masters’ hearts

are oaken.

They've wrung your women; ghaiued your children; shall ye still

stay sleeping?

Awake, ye guards of Human Right, from every rank of Labor.

""" —Not-to o strifeof murderous lead; of bayonet and sabre;

Arouse, to rend these wage-sla
sunder.

Unite! and then resistless strike, lik,

- thunder!

]

ve chains; blood-ruated links to

e lightning through the

1. W. W. Preamble.

s

The working class' and the employing class have nothing in

common, There can be no peace s
found among ‘millions of working

o long as huoger and want are
people, and the few who make

up the employing class have all the good things of life. )
Between these, two classes a struggle must go on until the

workers of the world organise as

a class, take possession of the

earth -and the‘machinery_ of production, and abolish the wage «

system. i
‘We find that the centrein

. P
g of the management of industries into

“fewer and fewer hands makes the trade unions unable to cope with

the ever-growing powetr of the emp

loying class. The trade unions

foster a state of affairs which allows one set of workers to be
pitted against another set of workers in the same industry, thereby
‘helping to defeat one amother in wage wars: Moreover, the trade
unions aid the employing class to mislead the workers into the belief

that the working-

class have intere;
ployers. )

These conditions can be changed and the interests

sts in. common with their em-

of the work-

ing-class upheld only by an organisation formed in such a way -
that all its members in any one industry, or.in all industries, if

necessary, cease work whenever a

strike or-lockout is on in any

department thereof, thus making an-ipjury to ome an injury to

L. | '
Instead of the conservative motto: ‘A fair day’s*wages for
a fair day’s work,”’ we must inseribe on our banner the revolu-

tionary watchword: ‘' Abolition of
It is the historic mission of the

Capitalism, The army of production must be organised, not only

the ‘wage system.”’ :
working-glass to do away with

for-tre“everyduy struggie with ecapitalists, but also to carry on
production when Capitalism shall have been overthrown. By "o
ganising industrially, we are forming. the structuré of the new

society within the shell of the ok,

7

Angliss and Co. would look after
the dependents of your 50 patrio-
tic mates. Can you imagine a
Minister for-Railways; drawing a
trifling ‘£1000 a - year, worrying
about a mighty bob a-day! -
Fancy a Government of -poor,
hardworking chin-waggers being #
responsible for, such _shameful
treatment of Wetﬁt.hy railway men,
They will-be able to deal with
them if the Couneil will kindly
send.them up in sections for their
medicine. Such- bage ingFatitude,

enjoyed by these men -from a
bankrupt Government! How -to
live on 8s. a day—marry a Scotch-
woman—is a railwayman’s advice,
Not he. wants’ atwther deaner a
day to waste over slow horses and
fast women. . et

“Another one said, hit hard, but
hit fair. No deubt if’ they sit on
the . Premier's doorstep long
enough he'll give them the bob a

day to buy anofher pair of trou-
sers to replace M- out,
T puggest to Tailwaymen, in .

return for-the bob thi
 that they: show their

ey won't
ALIT A

in the Following manner:—A little
soup in the boilers of a locomotive
would give it indigestion, and sen

jt-into-hoapital;~ Close the wickets,

exactly on time; any passengers
kept out«will be in-plenty of time:
for the next train, Exammne 8

cars to see if they are in good com
idtion, test every nut and bolt be-.
fore you allow a car to leave 3113_
yard. Never exceed your sPeb'-'
limit, according to regulations. Ob-.
serve all signals serupulously.
Comply- with all the regulations

Jmud.»forarqu:_guﬁmﬂej%k

paternal ‘Government. = Peacoc
and Co. will then show their ap-.
preciagion of your loyal obedience
to regulations by eoming to i
with that bleeding bola day. Then:
your visions. of : country houses
yachts and motor bars on 9s. a d&y
will come to pass.” "™ P
o R.M.ROSE.
————— 4
astrial  Efelancy job
Inds . Efficiency on ihe. f“.l
means prolonged holidays st botli ¢adt
of the scale,. More hoﬂd:&"’ e
0 boss, And eompulsory’ .
stroat cormer for the week




Certain k]wk:—clnd gentlemén . of! cap:tnhnm) to attract

(paternally referred to by the
capitalist press.as ‘‘our boys’'),
looming prommautly in the-public
vve at the present time, lead us-to
enquire, “What is the soldier, and

{he Soldler.

.men fo

the colors by raising the remuner- -

ation offered for its military la-
bor-commodity. But the Stafc re.

fuses to do this.  Whyt Whenever

a rise of wages-ocours in any in-

.what is his status as compared “-dustry fhire is always a tendeney

with the ‘ordinary eommon or
gavden’ workmg mant'’

A soldier is n member of tlu:
proletarian class who sells his one
lw\qusmn, “labor-power, on the
market, just like any other work-
ing man,  His status -is thercfore

that of the worker.. Thefact that
ti rontracts—for-wservies of dan-

ger does not affeet his industrial
standing at all. More men are dis-

abled and slain in factory, field —

anil workshop than ever were kill-
ed in warfare,

Nor does the faet that the sol:
dier is a non-producer alter his
status. Many, Becegited in trade
union .nembership as bona-fide

members of the working class, are *

to all intents and purposeés non-
producers.  Workers engaged in
the-advertising business, for in-.
stance, the sole object of whieh is
to enable one capitalist to steal
trade from another. :

The fact that the soldier wfrks
directly for the State, and indi-
reetly fnr the capitalist class, does

i ul'fvct. his status. All railway
men  in Australia are creatires
of the State, yet are accepted as

~gemtine -members-of -the working
class,

towards a sympathetic rise of
wages in” other industries. Rais-
ing .the remuneration offered for
military labor-commodity - would
mean & sympathetic rise, gener-
ally, in the wages of all labor-
power, Soocner than risk this the
State (acting on behalf of the
“enpitahist class), proposes to over:
ride and supersede the law of sup-
ply and demand, lmd use coercion
and compulsion-in-its place, In
titls we see the strain to which the
capitalistic systém is' subjected,
and the inconsistency to which it is
- forced,

Objection may be taken that t]lc
deficiency in the wages scele of
the goldier (and such deficiency
must exist: or there would not be
a scarcity of military labor-com-
modity) is made up by voluntary
contribjtions in the shape of pa-
{riotic ‘fund collections. Herein
we see why the capifalist “presas
calls-its-soldiers ‘“‘our boys,” for
no self-respecting working-man
would allow a_deficient rate of
pay “to be.made up by charity.
“Saucy Susie, sewing' shirts ‘for
soldiers,”’ and workers contribut-
ing to ‘patriotic funds, cut their
own, throats in two ways. They
loge, first, by actual money eontris

The fact that the soldier wenrs blﬂit’d ﬂnﬂ sccondly, by prevent-

a uniform in his work does not al-
ter his status, Tram and railway -
men do the same, but are not in-
valilated thereby rgm belonging -
to the working
‘As Sh
in a name?’
“ply a working man. And as a work-
ing inarr he.is subject to the same
lw of supply and demand es gov-
erns lubor-eommodity in general.

“What's

ing ‘that' Bymputhetxc rise in their
own wages whieh would follow a
rise in the remuneration of mili-
tary labor- commodztv At the same
time thc} enalle ‘‘captains of i
dustry’’ to ‘acquire, at their e

pense, a reputation for patnotugn

and generosity. :
The soldier having the sanle

status ns the worker, it follu{s

that eompulsory military serv

Oune of the dietums of this law of s twin-brother to compulsory in-

supply and demand is that when
labor-] -power. is searce on the mar-
ket wages rise, and When there i~
a surplus of labor nEermg wages
have a tendency to fall.

The-State asserts that at the
it Jtime the existence of a
of military labor-commo-

« Obviously, the proper thing
for the State to do is (following
the laws and usages and eustoms

dustrial service. Th:s latter des-
troys freelom of cnntract and
..readera the worker; -in law, and in
fact, a chattel-slave, Orgalisa-
tion on Indugtrial Union lines
alone can raise his status, destroy
the power of capitalism, and pre-
vent .competitive capitalistic en-
deavors merging into 111tel-natmu-
al eapitalist warfare.

A. E. Brown.

MELBOURNE ACTIVITIES,

Local No. B, 245 William-street—
Monday, 8 p.m., Business Meeting.
Thursday, Propaganda Committea
 Meets. o

Friday, 8 p.m.—Propaganda Meeting at
South Melbourne Market. s

Saturday, 8 pm-—Edncutmnnl Lecture
st Hall,

. Baturday, 8 p.m—Propaganda Meetmg
at Flinders Park (Yarra Bank).
‘Library and Heading Room Open

every night, Working-class Papers on

‘fle. Industrial Union Literaturc on

mle. All rebels are nsked to blow

along and make- themselves known, All

slaves will bo weldome. .
=, J. LAWRENCE,

Eocreury -Treasurer.

BH.DEEN BI[.L AUTIVITIEB

—
--Rooms, Palace Buildingd, Bulphide-..
street.
Wednesday Evening, at 7.30 p.m—Edu-
cational Class.

Alternnte Bundayn, at .’l pma—Bunmean
Meeting. *°

Alternate Sundays, at 3 p.m.—Econo-
nomic Class,

Brisbane Local, No. T—Becretary-Trea-

ADDRESSES OF LWW..
-~ LOCALS.

Adelaide Local No. 7—Sceretary-Trea-
surer, B. G. Drummond, 43 Charles-
stedst; Unlay, Adelaide, S.A

Sydney- Loeal No. Z—Secretary-Trea-
surer, F. J. Morgan, 330 Castlereagh-
streaet, Bydney, N.B.W.

Braken Hill Loeal No. 3—Secrotary-
Treasurer, B, J. Kiely; Palage-Build-
ings, Bulphide-strect, Broken Hill,
N.8W.

Fremantle Loeal, No, 5—C/o. W. John-
stone, Burlington Hotel, Pakenham-
stroet, East Fremantle, W.A:

Bonlder' Loeal, No, 6—Bgeretary-Trea-
surer, F, H, Lunn, Lane-street, Boul-
der, WA,

surer,” J. J. Burke, ‘‘Mimi,'’ Cribb-
atreet, Milton, Brisbane, Q.
Melboyrno= Local, No.
‘Treasurer, B. Power,
* street, Melbsurne, V.
Tottenham Local, No. 9—SBecretary-
Treasurer,” A: 8. Grakam, Umung-
street, Tottenham, NS.W. - .
Auckland Local, No, 1—G. Phillips,
Becrotary-Treasurer, Kings Cham-

243 William-

_Bunday; at 7,30 pm.:ﬂntdnnr_mlmf —bors,-Quoen.streat, Auckland.

Eanda Meeting, near ?oet Office, in

Argent-street.” - _

. Good Library. Also good collpetion
of Litersture for ul! Al live rebels
Mlenme. .

. E. J. KIELY, Becretary,
Local No. 3, LW.W.

; S e

mmhowmnmabmtthuwm
‘ﬂmpulhnwrwmmgob1Mh
Alteets you :imu :

Christehurel’ Local, Ne. "2—E. Kear,
Becrctary Tren.nurcr. Madras - llreet.
Christchureh.

Wellington Loeal, No. 4—H. F. Wﬂxan,
‘Becretary-Treasurgr, ¢/o P. Josephs, 2
Willis-street, Wellington, N.Z.

Al e

HoE b

mvnml
mm-mm;mformmm
Mllhuuldm “themselves with &

m o! Bubscription Oards for
mm'* Don't miss such s,

]
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The Wérk’e‘r g
; ‘;_ ‘Prmlege

Tbe "Byduey Morning Herald'"
*has ‘its ~usual” benevolent welldn-
tentigned and, fatherly word for
the workers on Eight-hours’ Day.
After pointing out to the State
Governments, and employers - of
lsbor -generally, that they need
not nbw be 50 mervous about a
large unemployed® population as
at the beginning of the war, as

‘‘when the war first broke out it
was essential tosupport the labor.
market or witness a-complete col
lapse-af .o mark that *‘our’’) -
“industiial sy, Mem, .it.gnes on to
inform us that:*‘These -are not
times for the workers to be over-
particular about conditions of la-
bor or wages, or huurs of labor. It
should be their privilege to work
hard and work long. Unless they
realise this, then the day will

- eome when they may-be foreed to

do at the hands of German task-

masters.”’

. You see the “‘Herald"” is so so-
licitous for the workers’ future
that it warns them of the calam-
xty in store for them if German
leeches are allowed to suck away
their life-blood instead of Buhsh
ones, R 5

It has -ever hecu written across
the skies, of course, that Britain
is the onl), country which should
be privileged to exploit the work-

ers - foverseas; and* the  British
wmlc has always been expect-
ed turhe proud of being exploit-

ed i youth and middic age by a

- godil old\British boss, and thrawn

of the human serap heap when

Iye is no longer a aseful asset in

he praduction of profits,

The ““privilege-of working hard
and working long'” is one'df those
valunble traditions generously
fanded down to the workers
their masters, and the fvorkers e
hibit such pride in this valuable
heritage that _the *‘Herald' and
its paymasters, with their - usnal
magnanamity, are content to
leave them n complete monopoly
of it.

The *‘Herald'’ is pleased to
perceive that some of the workers
appreciate  this , generous treat-
ment, and |m]m~| out that the de-
mand- for overtime rates in the
small-arms factory nas been sus-
pended by the Engineers™ Union.

These s
special 1 in the Prolestant
Hall last week to exclude unskill-
ed workers, who were admittedly
eapable of performing the work,
from this valuable privilege ‘‘to
work hard and to work long.”

No wonder Trade Unionists
and their ideals are worshipped
and patted on the back at their
Eight-hour celebrations . by the
Governor-General; the Governor,
and the rest of the parasitieal
erew on whom the ‘*‘Herald”
fawns, and who would be com-
pelled to Ho some useful labor, if
it -were-not-for- the lutuity  of
those workers who believe it to be
the essence of patriotism to carry
a gang of uselegs idlers ‘on their
ghoulders, \

Subscribers:
Please Note.

2 e
Bubscribets should note that now we
bave bacome u weekly, the yearly sub-
‘rulpﬂun to the paper will be four
shillings; half-yearly, two shiliings,

_Those who have already subscribed '

wlll be supplisd with a weekly copy on-
"4l thelr subscription runs.out, on the-
terms now prevailing.

'mmadumy support the paper by send-
ing their subs. at once, or remnewing
“the old as soon as possible, :

A litile effort on the part of all mem-
bers now, will obviate in the future
those painful appeals for financlal help:
which 5o often characterise moluﬂm
l!"' organs, 2Ty

“*Direct Action'’ is ome of I‘.Ju very
fow- working class papers that never
looked back mince’ its inception.

It depends upon YOU that its repu-

tation 1 this direction shall not suffer

in the future.

ne Engineers held a.

The Game oﬁ Pélltlcs'.‘"

[t

It is-said that God works in a
mysteriots way, but his. ways are

not more mysterious than some

uf cur leading politicians.

The whole history of Australian
polities is so full of contradictions,
duplieity, hypoerisy, infamy and
lies," that all who look and listen
mst marvel and wonder.

hese . self- styled * emancipa-
tors of tlle’pwplv 4
objeet in view—the emancipating
of themselves at the expense of
exploited and. suffering hummnl}

Phegpecenes “And=writilgs of
‘many Laber politicians are - in
complete contradietion to  their
actions-j-their doings are the very
pegation of their platform ; their
whole lives prove them to be liars
and imposters of the very worst
type. >

The politician is an individual
witoni the working-class  must
never trust,  When, he begins to
speak in nice plu‘i.ws and polished
Innglmg(- let the slaves howare.

The whole gang of political par-
agites, irrespeetive of whether™
they be liberal, labor, socialist, or
independent, are all the time con-
spiring to defeat the ends of or-
ganised labor and faithfully serve
the rulivg class, who hold their
menl-tickets.

If ever the working-class wish
Lo progress, they must rid their
industrial organisations from such
vermin as the ' pollies.™

The political opporfunists who
now infest working-class organis-
ations shonld be put in their place
and kept there, and the profes-
sional politician  tredted ns
uld a plague-sivicken rat,

The great davger which lies ||1_

allowing politicians to take part in
«the indistrial movement eannot b
emphasised tdo much.

Toe* often have the working:
class of Australia Tound to their
sorrow
allowing politieians to' figure in
their industrial disputes.

How often have progressive and
advanced ideas been leld in cheek
by the slimy speeches of politi-

ciang? Many a tune have great
warking-class agitations  heen
smothered by these despicable

hounds, branded M.P.

We find that men who oncee
boasted loudly of their socialist
ideas have now ot a’ pohhcnl job,
are’ busy advocating reactionary
mensures, and are bitter enemies
of fhe working-elass.

Men in the Australian Parlia-
ment who, have done jail for the
prineiples of free speech, are now

" have only one -

wir,

the disastrous effects of¢ ter off.

and detrimental to org;miﬂed s~

or.
1f the Labor Par ty is beyond re-
form, surely that should - prove
that po’cﬂl action i3 no game
for the Working-class. - "

It is to be hoped that the work-
ing-closs will not waste axother
20 years in building up a -new
political party, only to see it go
the way of all other parties so
seon as it begins to get popular.

A new  party - would epllect
aronnd it just ps "many
“rooks and sEoUNdIeE As
sent Labor Party. Parliament at-
traets crooks just as the lamp at-
tracts moths. It is impossible .to
keep a political party clean. The
very game itself makes men dis-
honest, The lives of politicians
prove that Parliament is no place
for a man who wishes to run
straight and serve-the working-
class, D

No matter, how revolutionary a
man may -be, he is not in Parlia-
ment many months before he is as
“Tame as va s pet lamb. A few
months in Parliament and. the
greatest fire-eating agitator  be-
omes as mild as a cooing dove.

Now and again the old spirit
revi und some Labor member
makes an impassioned speech, and
challenges the Opposition out to
fight, but it has about as much
effect as beating the wingd with
one’s hand.

Parliament is a capitalist .in-
atitution, used in the sole interest
of the master-class, and to think
that the Parlinmentary machine
enn be used to defeat capitalism
is a mistaken idea.

In all countries where the so-
cialists have figured ;prominently
inthe politieal arena, we find the
boss just as firmly entrenched,
their rule by no means- endanger—
ed, and the working-class no bet-
Instead of being afraid,
the master-class enjoy reading
of the brayings of the socialists
in Parliament. He knows that
50 long ag they confine their agi-
tation to Parliament, he has no
cause to: worry.

Political action is not only a
uscless weapon, but a dengerous
one for the working-class. It leads
them off en the wrong track, and
keeps them fighting over side-is-
sues of no import. The real vital
questions are kept in the dark,

Political action has failed most
lamentably to do any good for
the working-class. It has meant
nothing but sorrow, disappoint-
ment and loss to the great bulk of

engaged in suppressmg public. the toiling masses,

meetings and censoring working-
class papers. How Paz‘]mmcnt
does change men. -

The whole of the Political La-
bor Movement of. Australia is rot-
ten to the core. It is a mass of
corruption.  No_wonder Frank
Anstey said it was commencing to
rot, .

But signs of the approaching
change can be seen,

Mr. Frank -Anstey and other
leading lights have on many ocea-
sion stood up, in the Honse and
condemned the Labor Party in
strong and foreible language.

But what does it all amount
to? . So many political platitudes,
oratorical” inanities and sophistic
cated arguments are thrown gbout
in lavish style, but after the Par-
Jiamcntﬂry storm aubsides things
*are just the same as ever. Now

and aggin Labor members wax’

wrath and ecall each other strong

-ames, but the condition of the

working-class remains the same.
After the .ﬂurm and stn[e in the

and the smnke of battle clears, we

find the Labor Party still ruling -
.with its despotic sway, and the
working-class as abject slaves as
ever: -

What a lmge farce is tlns poli-
tical game!
smilel The formation of & new
political party would give some of
the now political 'dead-beats a
chance to make a grab for some
of 'the spoils in the political game. .

Despite the rottenness and cor-
ruption of the present Labor
, Party the formation of a new poli-

for
Y .n.u-'mmsm-m. lll-‘ll'm.p-ﬂ‘oh tichlpnrtrwouldbelcnnlt the
el uoeless. wprkiardn-‘

mumum

We must be modery and-up-to-
date, scientific, and Stop washng
time-on obselete weapons.

We are ruled to-day by the in-
dustrial State, not the political.
Qur real enem]es are the indus-

“trial monarehy, not the politieal——

We gre robbed and exploxted in
the industries, not in Parliamunt.
Our fight is an industrial une,
not a political one.

We mustithersfore orgnn]sc in-

ustrially—at the point of pro-.-
duction—on the job. We must
agitate on the job,.fight on the
job, and strike on.the job,

The I.W. W, is the most zemlm-
fic working-class organmtaon in
existence to-day, because it deals
with the material needs of the
peoplé, deals direétly with the

boss, and fighta on_the _;ob where -

the profits ave made. ' .

" Get into the LW.W. and learn
how to fight industrially. It is-
the only way that counu i

L] 5

* Btrest Prapoiunh at !lﬂmnt and ;

How the boss must - Liverpogl Btreets Every Friday and

Baturday Evenings, at 8 pm.; lllollm ;5
day Evening, st 7.
" Msetings fn Hall
.smrmom
.0p.n..mm-.
mlmmm
Also, Mostiag Bveey ﬂw
Mhhu Al
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— Exploitation.
e

Owing to the suppression of facts and the doctoring of history, it
is impossible to estimate the ravages of exploitation.. No tongue can
tell or possibly bring home to the masses the mseries of exploitation.
The subjeet. is 8o vast, so horrible, and so sad, that it is impossible to
do justice to it. Yet behind the veil:of hypocrisy and charlatan-
ism of eapitalism, investigation, despite the conspiracy of silence
and suppression, has unearthed a few facts” We now know that
“thousands of preventable deaths occur anmually in mine, on rail,
and sea. We also know that indireetly indusirialism drives tens’
of thousands of women on the streets, our reformers doubtless

_will ‘gloss over the fact that the confirmed prostitute’s life is only
worth five years’ purchase. The millions of workers in the metal
industries, who have been poisoned or slowly murdered (must
go step at a time) need not-alarm legislators. Indeed, if the
unemployed bécome too numerous and dangerous, the .only thing

- to conserve plutocratic poweér-will “be-a—big -war- —Kill"ofl~lhe
breed! ) i e ;

_ This-question of exploitation is the vital issue upon waich all
actions of those in suthority are based. The factory acts in Eng-
land were not introduced for any philanthropic motive, but simply
Deeause exploitation was killing and maiming the workers so last
that the capitalists grew anxious cou{:cmilng th {:en}thdof tlha:

oose that laid the golden egg. England vuly took the’lead in.the F ey S o
gbnliiion of slavery (changi?l its form) beeause her commercial h'c.ui:,da_\nhu_fmeult ‘\f’:fi‘{'tll"' d_‘:'lit
development required edueated white . wage slaves in place of H‘ Il; l"“}f‘gt a5 ‘l!i'Ltf x-ut‘hp-]l':i 2
ignorant colored labor. Some years age, on the introduction’ of C‘?“. ““‘E"“m Ary tf i it ¢ g
female clerical labor, there was a great outery against it in the }“"“l' '“l”'sll‘e ’“? f]‘ mt"“f'
press. The moment it was proved that female labor was cheaper, nul” ‘\r-llla"‘tl; t?o "llfff“‘ﬂ_l" f‘“"""“tﬂ
the opposition faded awany. To-day there is much blather about ¢ ¢ ‘If. o .ﬁ it t'e} “tl.‘ N
““Industrial Efficiency.’”’ This catchy phrase is only exploitation “_""kf“ um:g 1e "11)'1':.1 0 c““&"{!":
—cold, callous, and cruel hiding under another cloak. “\:‘_:'l ;Iclfﬁ;lsti:i scabbing on their

The word exploitation is so ultra respectsble that it cught to e !
be erased from the official dietionary. In respectable.society it is
tebooed. If there is a ‘chance of forcing some native race-io
aceept shoddy goods (open up a mew market), the missionuries
and battleships are sent there, not for purposes of exploitation.
Oh dear uo, only to spread the blessings of Christian civilisation

___“nmong_the heathen. 1f a 'rich islant™is annexed and . the natives
are lazy or refuse to hand over the exploitable products, the
dignity-and honor of Empire demands a military demonstration,
Eventually, the missionary, with his Bible, the trader With his
rum, and the soldier with his deadly bayouet, and moye deadly
diseases, get to work. This is not exploitation; it’s patific pene-
tration, Exploitation of backward or native races under eapital-

ism_gs extensive. The fact that the natives die fas| "before the
—ﬁagnce of civilisation is primafily due to this eauge. No necd

‘Broken Hlll
Direct Action v.
Legajl_ism.

Thc.()n'e Big Union here got put

ber, Since the secretary and pre-
sident came back from the confer-
ence with Judge Higgins, with the
offer of 1%, increase per day, the
underground rthen, seeing that
they were left in the cold, as the

Jiope: of getting a 44-hour week'
through the Aibitration Court, de-
cided to enforce it on the job by
only working 40 hours a week. On
the 26th September o speeial meet-

every Saturday afternoon shift, A
motion was agreed to the same day
to reseind the former motion, a3
the first shift to be lost was on the
followigg Saturday, and as the
motion required seven days’ no-
tice, the men would have their

On Saturday morning the men
turned down their advice with a
bang, and had a holiday. On Sun-
day the special meeting was held
to rescind the motion, and the

—ADLA.-rolled—up-m-great style.
Surface workers, publicans, shop-
keepers and bookmakers told the
underground men to:obey their
exeeutive officers, go to-work on
Saturday afternoon, and wait and
see what Judge Higgins would
send them some day. Carried by
096 votes to 863. The underground
slaves held a meeting that night,
told the AML.A. to go to Hell,
thanked the exceutive officers for,
their advice to go scabbing, and

o refer to the Congro atrocities, the South Africay mines, or’ the

E lead workers of Englaid; sufficient to say that, despite some small
concesgions granted very grudgingly by the '\u:{plm!crﬂ, the
worken's life is still at the mercy of industrialism.

We have already seen that the political, religious and social
institutions never did, and cannot, cope wth the dvil. The bitter
truth is their interests lie in the opposite direction. To put it
planly, capitalism rcquires}:ervile, ignorant people on the brink
of starvation, ready and eafer to do anything, from ady]tcrm.mg
food (poison their friends) to murdering their master’s alleged
foes. . =

—If -such people, morally degfaded, mentally.weak and phy-
sically unbalaneed, did not exist, it would be impessible to keep
up the large supply—due partly to wanion waste—of soldiers,
prostitutes, child slaves, and others who perforce do the dirty
work of capitalism. It may interest social purity brigades and
other respectable reformists to learn that under Christian civilisa-
‘tion, vice is & most profitable investment, for the lust of the rieh
must be catered for, so reformists must be very careful to go slow
and not interfere with trade. Just now the eult of conscription,

" that is, ‘‘the organisation of murder,”’ is fashionable, because it
tends to increase exploitation. Kor the same reason, the propa-
ganda of ‘‘One Big/Union'' is o damnable lerdsy, in fact, it’s
immoral,” northodox, and everything .contemptible, because it

Wwith a committee to carry on the
fight. Instead of carrying out the
motto, “An injury to one is an
“injury to ell,’” the AM.A. sub-
seribed to'the idea, ‘‘My depart-
ment is satisfied,” to Hell with
yours,”": The underground slaves
are beginning to sit up and take
notice of the propaganda. of the
I.W.W., which is that the work-
ers cannot get anything beneficial
through politicians or arbitration
courts, and that each department
of an industrial union should de-
eide what eondition it shall work
under. Let me draw the reader’s
attention to the preamble, in this
issne, which is the real cure for

—ing-of-the-AMA.decided -to-lose:

' .._:_I_-_Cliib'_._P.Oint

to the test on Sunday, 3rd -Octo-.

officinls told them they had no,

¢lected a president and sceretary thing that g

On Friday, 1st October, in com-
pany with Fellow-worker R. M.
Rose, I went down from Melbourne
to the Naval Base at Crib Point
to state the facts of my case, and
also to speak on Industrial Union-

ist. :

We received a very lmurly‘i
teption from the boys, and
the pleasure of nddressing.a very
interested atdience. In his open-
ing remarks the chairman, who is
the local president of the AXW,U.,
informed us that the Crib Point
workers had carried a resolution
condemning-y imprisonment and
convietion.

After explaining my owva case I,
went -on-to-outline-the need for—

sound oiganisation, and showed .
up the old futilities of eraft union-

ism, and the mecessity for agita- -

tional and educational work
among the members of the work-
g class generally,

My remarks were well received.
MWhen I finished Fellow-worker
Rose sang an LW.@ lullaby. A
colleetion was takel up for my
Defence Fund, avhich realiged £5
Gs. A large amount of literature
was disposed of. :

There ave some splendid rebels
at Crib Point, and their propagan-
da is evidently having very good
results. ‘‘Direct Actions’' are
mueh sought after, whilst other
literature commands a ready sale,
The boys at the Peint treated'us
with the greatest liospitulity, dnd
. am suig that any L'W.W._ speaker
who is passing through Melbourne
<ould not do better than arrange
a date with the boys down there.

-

I, B.

the ills of-the A.M.A., as well as
all industries undér the clutch of
Capitalism. Keep up the fight for
shorter hours; that is the only
ets-the-hesses -goat~
With shorter hours you will live
longer, be happier, and be strong-
er, for this takes onc of the most
powegful weapons out of the
bosses’, hands. . By-absorbing the
unemployed you do away with a
competitor for your job, and with
the competitor gone you are bel-
ter able to dietate your terms to
the boss.

So come on, you Barrier Dig-
gers, get into the Real One Big
Union, and with our sheulder to
the wheel, ;woe will get-the boss
seratching for a foothold, and then
push him off the Planet.

' SALADIN.

has the revolutionary impetus—is in essence—the instinet of life
and reality in revolt against the revolting machine exploitation
of a commercial age.
In the idea of the ‘'One Big Union’ we have the key to trust
busting. The trustification of labor, which the trustification of
~ wealth renders possible and inevitable, will be the culmination of
capitalism and the death-knell of exploitation. There is no foree
in the world that has any chance against a labor trust. Labor
has but to stop even only for a few days to cause the finaneial,
legal, political, and industrial system which outwardly appear so
sttong,-to-erumple up, — - VPR o
It cannot be too strongly insisted that the evil of exploitation
is at the point of production. There weaith is made, there also
the workers' power is. Whether in field, factory or mine the -ex-
/ ploitation takes place on the job. It is true that there are other
forms of -exploitation’ and ,robbery in the ramifications of com-
mereialism, but' they.are secondary effects that have their basic
. cause in the robbery-of the worker at the-point-of-produetion——
Not only amongst the wage .slaves but of recent years the
middle class and the aristoeracy of labor have felt the whip of
exploitation. With technichl schools, modern machinery and

not grapple with the evil.

ant,

work, evento the management,

control industry, the trouble is they don’t know. it.
exploitation is past mending, and wants ending, Either capitalism
}.ull crush the workers, or they will overthrow capitalism. There
is no half way house of reconciliation. For generations
auphuatg--_have -deluded -the-workers- 4w'il:}:l -illusion-and-delusion—All——est-appeal -to_his hearers _to_be-
the religious Messiahs and soeial saviours have failed miserably to !
lead us into the New Jerusalem. This gigantic system of exploita-
tion will: cease the moment a sufficient number of the workers de-

It is the height of imbecility and eredulousness for the slave
class to expeet the exploiters to tackle the question of reducing
exploitation. Most of the talk of revision and reform is mere
bunkum to bluff the crowd. The exploited -alone know their
sufferings and needs. Further, they are the only class in a posi-
tion to sive themselves. No other class cares, or can emancipate
them. Kxploitation in the last analysis rests upon individual ignor-
unce. No class could exploit the workers if they were not ignor-
The time has gone by when the capitalist-played-an-impor-—
tant part in the industry. To-day the workers do all the necessary

The slaves already own and
Thé evil of

the

higher technique, the so-talled skilled worker, and even some of dermine—“"We Will 1t.’” By mo other method than that of direct

the professional people, are finding the struggle for existence
_hard.—The ranks of thie higher professions are now overcrowded
by s\' It young men fresh from the eommereial schools. Brains
are rapidly becoming the cheapest commedity on the labor mar-
ket, and the skilled man of tb-day goes down_and out before the
new machine of to-morrow. In older industrial countries the rav-
ages of exploitation’ has been responsiblé for & class in socicty monatonous toil, iz slowly
“—the "HuNiber of this class continually increases.  Meanivhile re-
3 formists rant on, while mitred hypocrites unctuously proclaim
“Thy will be done,’
Exploitation to
ignore what little opposition sections of the middle class formally
offéred. Bad as the political state is for the workers, the triuinph
of the industrial state threatens té give capitalism a new lepse of
life, and rivet the shackles of slavery more firmly on.the prole-
tarint. The-industrial state is really the ‘‘One Big Union’" of the
exploiters, Whose aim is industrial supremacy, batked up by mili-
tarism:~Just a8 the industrial'state lina inigplaiit‘cd-the’ petty bour-
geois, political parties on the political field, so in like manner the
m unions.must -give place to industrial unionism if the prole-

‘action, backed up by .intelligence, can the proletariat free them-
selves from the miseries of machine production. The machine to-
day.dominates production, and has made possible exploitation on
a scale to which the 'dreams of avarice in former times could not
have hoped for.~ All these years we haye been tinkering with the
white elephant of refoynism. Individualism, with its grinding and

0 but surely undermini
known as ‘‘the submerged tenth.’’ As commercialism develops physique, and-morality-of the-people, and will e

{inie to do so

until the workers recognise it i their historic mission as a class
to_stop exploitation at its source, instead of trying experiments
5 j with effects, Drink, crime, prostitution, poverty and even disease
-day has reached a stage when it can afford to-—and war can be traced to exploitation:- When exploitation ia abol-
ished, then will it be podsible for society to rest on a basis of free-
dom to all and privileges to none. Then, and only then, will demo-
cracy become a realify and not a sham, as it is to-day.
“'of exploitation is the greatest of all possible reforms, and far
transcends in importance the sham reformism practi . 1 at-present, .
The freedom of labor and intellect opens up a wide vista of possi-
bilities not possible under -capitalism. To accomplish this is the
u;sk nfltl_lt: tlie_voln&{:ﬁm?. 'ghu mt.h qlt h; d]:me while thé ocpdpus
ace of exploitation s! abroad in. the land, killing, crushis
‘intend to keep pace with-eapitalism. Exploitation-has be- pewesﬁﬂrwkyﬂﬁng within_ its reach. O o ik s nd
extensive and well organised that small trade groups can- and-ignorance can.it exist. Why polluteth

The end
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SYDNEY PROPAGANDA.

Successful week-end meetings
were held, resulting, in good sales
of the paper and literature, the
meeting in the Hall on Sunday
night being especially overerowd-

ed.

Fellow-worker P. Larkin, bro-
ther of’the one and only ‘' Jim,”
of Dublin strike fame, was the
speaker for the evening, and his
subjeot was the Dublin strike. Lar-
kin is a forceful gpeaker, and
dealt with the exéiting events of
that historic struggle in a man-
ner that kept the attention of the

—audience from-start-to-finish.-Tho  ~

action of the Labor politicians and
English Trade Union leaders, who
done &1l in their power to help the
bosses break the strike, came In
for some stinging criticism. 2
Larkin coneluded with an eara-

ware of Union Officialism and Par-
‘liamentarianism, which he stigma-
tised as the curse of the working-
class movement in Great Britain.

BALMAIN MEETING.

A business meeting of members
residing in Balmain and nearby ¢
will be held at 54 Beatty-
street, Balmain, on- Friday ever |
ing, 16th inst., at 8. p.m. . * 5
_'THe propaganda has'to be car-
ried into the suburban digtyicts it 1
the T, W.W. is to-make progress i
this eity, so it is hoped there will -/
be a large muster at this meeting
as it is intended to initiate ook
door propaganda in this districk. =

Industrial Workers of the v::r,lg-z
Jobn Hamilton, 'Chaifman of AT
_ Bydaey, NAW. -




