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_ QNEPENNY .

Why . we -_a‘r-e Slaves.

In the days of chattel-slavery the
whip of the slave-driver, torture,
and imprisonment were the means
wed to keep the slaves in subjec-
tion, But with the rise of Capital-
ism these methods gave way to the
more refined, but equally effective,
whip of starvation and want, These
are the days of so-called *‘demo-
cracy,’” “freedom,”’ and the ‘‘no-
bility of Labor' and other hypocri-
tical cries designed to hide from us
the fact that we are to-day the
slaves of a ruling class more cruel
and avaricious than an§ which has
gone before it.

The feudal lords derived ' their
_power from the ownership of soil,
and they allowed their elaves to tili
it only on conditions dictited by
{lieir masters.  These masters were
overthrown, only to be followed by
others, the capitalists, but the slaves
believed and unfortunately still be-
lieve that they achieved their free-
dom with the defeat of the aristo-
cracy. This illusion, nourished and
strengthened by all the powers of
capitalism, is responsible for much
of the apathy and spiritlessness of
the workers.

The power of capitalism lies in
the ownership of the mines, factories,
workshops, and the, machines neces-
sary to produce from the raw ma-
‘terials the luxuries and necessities
of existencé. - But the manufacture
of thesq commodities requires one
thing more, namely, labor, without
which the factories, workshops and
" machines are useless, it is the work-
ing class, and they alone, who possess
the wealth-creating labor. power.
To obtain the food, clothing, and

shelter necessary to- life the worker is °

compelled to sell his labor to an em-
ploying class for a wage which is de-
termined by the conditions of the
labor market and the strength of his
organisation,, to demand and en-
force the demand for better wages.

We are slaves because we are de-
pendent, for existence upon the sale
of our labor to amother class. If
they refuse to employ us or we refuse
to work, then we must starve even
though the warehouses and stores
are full to overflowing. We may
leave one master and go to another,
but we are still slaves, not of indi-
Viduals, but of a class, and until we
tealise thia fact we cannof hope to
free ourselves from the incubus of
wage slavery.

Though the lot of the chattel

Ve was a terrible ome, he waa al-
¥ays assured, except, of course, in
limes of famine of sufficient food,
tlothing and shelter to enable him to
“ntinue producing. The wage-
dave, on the other thand, starves
Bot when food is scarce, but when
-it is most plentiful. When the mar-
are glutted and. the store-
are full, then the workers who

ire fiot needed ; they must struggle
8 s best they can until there is
uce more & demand for their labor,
The working class are not free and
Bever have been since the days of
fimitive communism. If we want

berty we must fight for it and
sﬂll_f‘urd. " The E:plnying class,
frowing ever r and richer as

i“:mult of our toil, will fight,
% maintain their privileges. If we
®ould be fres theP: we
must strike' the blow.
Labor produces all things; with-

* uscleas ; the factories-in which we

| Machings which are ever displacing
/More and more workers would stop,
‘:]'313. in fact, never have been
t.° This is our , the or-
fared power of a united in
ot organisstion

e produced all these commodities .

slways fought tooth and mail,-

ourselves . E00

98k it the earth and all 4§ contains
¥eaz out qur lives in constant toil, the
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The Coming Struggle. -

NAVAL BASE, VICTORFA.

At the invitation of some live wires
at Crib Point, fellow-worker Gordon
Napier and myself visited their
camp last week-end. A good crowd
turned up, and we entertained and
amused them with an illustrated lec-
ture upon ‘'Mr. Block."" We wound
up a successful meeting with a half-
hour talk upon the One Big Union
which was very well received.

We visited the other camp on Sun-
day afterncon and held an interested
audience to whom I showed the de-
velopment of Industrial Unioniem,
from the lgcal industrial union to
the:gefiergl organisation. After this
meeting was over we returned to the
first camp, where we again gave
another lecture on ‘‘Mr. Block,"
which was also followed by a heart
to heart talk on industrial unionism.
The audience showed their apprecia-
tion by collecting £3/12/6.  We
also sold all the literature that we
toek with us, amounting to oyer £32.
There is demand for more, which
showa that there is growing interest
in the question of Industrialism.

As was quite natural there was a
d deal of misunderstanding,
about the I.W.W., fostered perhaps

Up to the present time, William
Holman, Premier, has not been ar-
rested for inferring 'that men fight
for the Empige because there is six
bob & day attached to it, He is
taking a very grave risk, and if he
takes our tip he will move before he
is compelled to make his debut =
the police court.

The meetings in the Hall, at 330
Castloreagh-street, have been con-
ducted by F,W. King during the
past two Sundays. On each occasion
the Hall was packed by a very in-
terested audience, who followed the
lecturer very closely. Questions and
keen discussions terminated in new
members joining the organisation.

by interested persons. Anyway our
visit cleared a good deal of it away,
and we are contented to leave it to
the boss, the machine, and time to'
bring them to the ranks of the One
Big Union.

The slaves are getting sick of their
slavery in spite of the schemings of
officials, and the promises of politi-
cians. are beginning to un-
derstand that the only weapon that

can ‘end wages-slavery is a powerful .

possible to conceive of at the. pre-
sent time, Industrial Unionism, the
One Big Union, which has been ad-
Yoca by the LW.W. since its
inception, and is every day gaining
new strength for the last great fight

for i and justice,
il e L GALLANAR.

class organisation.— The-fu-
ture lies with the I.W.W.

The live wires at Crib Paint are
doing great work boosting the. One
Big Union, and if they continue in
the future as they have done in the
past the triumph of the LW.W. is
inevitable. ]

R. M. ROSE.
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SYDNEY NOTES.

The out-door meetings of the local

ave been regularly held and well
attended. “A vasl smount of interest
has been aroused and stimulated by
the arrest of F.W. Barker, which
has attracted the attention of many
workers, to the organisation. ‘ The
collections on the Domain were taken
up for the purpose of defending
Barker's case, for the two past Sun-
‘days resulted in the magnificent sum
of £35. On SBunday, the 12th, over

54 dosen papers were sold.at the’

Domain meeting. The street meet-
ings have also been unusually good,
being well conducted and resulting
in good propaganda.
- - -

The greatest essential to-day 1n
the working-class movement is a
thorough understanding of the sei-
ence of economics. Until a worker
thoroughly understands this vital
science, he cannot claim to be edu-
cated. To meet this important need
the I.W.W. holds an economic class
every' Wednesday evening at eight
o'clock. At the firet class over eighty
students turned up, which was in-
creased Ao aver one hunfred on the
second evenihg,~ which shows that

there are workers who asr interested-

in their own welfare. T [a audience
thould increase until; tu.y Hall is
packed. The teacher il'Fef’w-work-
er King, who has developed a way
of making the dry sci very in-
teresting and instructiy, The class
is free, alike to m
members. "Everyone '
Wednesday at eight o'e: k.

A8 or aom-
wvited next |

H.G.Wells as a Prophet -

~Few persons have veatured to pre-
dict the outcome of the war from &
social and economic standpoint, but H.
G. Wells, in the “London Daily Chron-
icle,’" is not so modest. ‘The modern
war regimen tends to destroy pluto-
cracy, and substitute an economic’ de-
mocracy,”” he informs us. He reasons
thusly: “The poorer classes have ex-
perienced no class disaster by this war,
On the other hand, as one specimen of
the securer classes, I find the carefully
arranged, system of investments upon
w L had relied for my old age, and’
for my widow's security, has deprecist-
ed by about 30 per cont.. We are fight-
ing this war very largely on our sav-
ings; the whole community s being
impoverished, but, rolatively. the rich °
are getting poorer and the poor better
off."

This knowledge must be comforting
for the peer; put we sre afraid Mr. H,

. G. Wells' protty theory, manufactured

in the environment
classes,” does  pot coincide with the
facts, Secing that the condition of the
paer hus always been more or less pov-
erty stricken, 1t is rather difficult to
tollow the rensoning that they grow
rvicher ns # consequence of “‘the whole
community being impoverished.” To
that the working classes have

P ced ‘no disaster by this war, is
to make one think of the poet’s query:
“Am I mad in a world that is saneP
Ov am 1 sane in a world that is mad?”

Perhups Mr. Wells thinks that the

of the “securer

30 per cent. depreciation in the invest-

ments for his “widow’s security’” and
the investments of the smaller fry of
capitalists in general, who have heen
compelled to sell out in order to secure
the ready cash so necessary when
“money is scarce,’” have gone towards
increasing the wages of the workers.

. Apparently he judges the position of

the rich as a whole from his own petty
bourgeois standpoint. ‘This is all the
e remarkable, since we are inform-
another part of the samaarticle '
“The United Statos will take the
financial sceptre out of the hands ‘of
London and become the country of rich
men,-the usurer country, to which all
other countries will be in debt.”

The war is rapidly squeazing out the
small investor, which 1s the only sense
in  which the rich can be said to be
getting  poorer. Wealth, or more
strictly apeaking, legal titles to wealth,
is rapidly accumulating in the hands
of a few financiers, and perhaps if Mr.
Wells ha. a glimpse into the safes of
the-- plutocratio—lnngs - of - nance; e
would be inclined to re-write that sen-
tence ahout the unfortunate rich.

With the concentration of wealth,
tho power, of the wealthy over the rest
of society ws, and, -therefore, the
conclusion that the war tends to abol-
ish plutocracy and substitute an eco-
nomic democracy 15 about the richest

t on the war to date.

It is immaterial to the workers whe-
ther they are directly deprived of the
product of their labor in the shape of
profit, or indirectly in the shape-of in-
terest on huge war debts. They are
scarcely likely to become '‘botter off”’
by either proceds. 7

On the whole, Mr. Wells wonid ba
well advised to confine his genius for
prophesying to the realms of fiction.
His imagination {n other apheres would
appear to be clouded by the shadow
of Pierpont Morgan’s long arm oves
Tis “depreciated securities.'”

T. GLYNN.

Great Britain is spending £5,000,000
a day on the war,“or £1,825,000,000 &
year. If the population were divided
into average families of “Gve, this eum
would give every family in Great Brit-
ain approximately=an income of £300 a
year, Imagine the howl that wonld go
up from the ruling class if the workers
in England dé dod Fuch dard
of Tiving.

What is the I.W.W,! Bend 1ls.

for a parcel of literature and find
out. 4




q(.-'l‘OBEB Ist, 1915,

e ——— P

 Birect Action

/

OFFICIAL ORGAN
01 the
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF
THE WORLD.
(Austratian Administration),

k]

OMos:—330 Castlersagh Bt Sydney.
Austraiia.

MANAGER: E. A GIFENLEY.

R Matter lor publication only shauld ba
ad lddr!!tll’f to the Editor. Qther matter
to the Manager. -

Subscriptien, 2/ per vear.-
Terms on Bundie Orders,

Speoial

HEADQUARTERS 1.W. W, (Austratia):
330 CASTLEREACH ST,, SYDNEY,

GCENERAL HEADQUARTERS -
184 W. Washington St,, Chicago,
., U.8.A

— (6} =

Truth.

To enter * Australian politics, to
sabide there, and to suceeed therein,
a mon must have the instincts of a
Tuafer, the aptitudes of & pickpocket,
the conscivuce of a whore, and tie
honor of a bludgerutherwise most
of the men who arc there, or having
got ihere, would not have remained
there if they were not what they are,
the most of them, the very intellec-
tual lees and moral dregs of the most
debused and demoralised sections of
the comuiunity. This paragraph con-
stitutes a condign condemnation of
the personnel of our Parlisments and
of the principles of our politicians,
Nevertheless, it is a true s1ying, and
worthy of all acceptation, that the
avernge British politician is always
either a damuned duffer, or a damned
rascal, sometimes both at once, and,
therefore, deservedly doubly damn-
ed,—'"Trath,”” ’

(The above 15 true of the politi-
cians of all countries, whatever is
their colar, stripe or party. 1f John

* Norton eontinues with his meat-axe,
m less than a generation society will
have as little use for a voter as Jobn
and the 1. 3
today. Politics 15 largely a “super
stition, and Parhidinent is the dust-
bin of the trade union, and a half-
way house to Callan Park.

George Bernard Shaw hit home in
““Major Barbara' whén he talked of
the 670 fools that constituted a Go-
vernment in' Wesminster, and which
three policemen could scatter in the
street.  And we are pleased to see
John dealing it out.  The prop of
polities is nut the politician, but the
ignorant voter, who votes for some-
body to get sométhing for him that
he is not game to take himself.—
‘[Editor.)

In the “‘Sunday Times' of Sep-
tember 12th, the attention of the
workers was called to the assump-
tion that -in Germany the Govern-
wment gaoled the editors of working-
clagg papers, and if the Germans
came here, the same thing might
happen to Australian working-class
paper editors. =

» -

*
<At that time the editor of this
woiking-elass paper was in Long Bay
Gaol and confined sto his cell 22
hours out of ths 24. 8o it seems
“‘evident tHat it is not necessary. for
the working-class to await Kaiser
Bill's arrival here to get some idea
‘of what Prussianism amounts to.

. havesfor politiciana .

Worker, Beware !

{ rnal viguaace 1s e prau
Labesty. From  every . co
W priviiege and aidlocracy oigia
18 heard w-day tie cry of Cou
sipbicil,  Lbat which was coudenin-
Gl wf wil sbddes of avinocrabic Opli-
sepcrattl ago b beinyg sab-
ut ail prneiples ol democroey
oo deridod by otk rulers as i
fument or sovial savetion, - Ou
(ue piva that’ this country Is threa-,
tenod by Gevman  wolitarisi, oke
cvil s to be created wr order o de--
slvoy auotner. Lbe cauker of imubitars
wntega o1 buang L

£ tug tu estabosii s

1 our ecunemie aod so

muke no mistase, ouc: Lonserpuion
_ bicomes juw, a  bhousdid  eacuses.

will be found, after the war ts coit-
ehided; for mamiataing stoonsdis

Statute Lok, e

Listen W wiab Lhe  caplualst
‘press nas to s.y when It perinig ai-
selfto be canud. A cable in the
“Evening News'' of September1dth
informs ‘us that:—"Some of the
newspapers state that a’section of the
Cabinei (in Loudon) is in favor of
-compulsory organisation owing to the
history ol toe rudway  stiike in
France 1n 191v. It i pelieved the
power to dall:up men as soldiers

< would break a strike amperilling
uational safety.”

The cat has escaped with a veu-
geance.  Couseription is needed, not
tor the purpose of subduing the jor:
vign encmy of the DBriush ruling
clags, but Jor the purpose of crush-
‘g any semblance of reveil on the
part of its econumic enemy, Lhe
working class, at home,

die ralway strike i Frauce in
opened the eyes of the worlds

capitaists to the possibilities of con-
Scriplion @s @ weapou in case ol -
dustnial revolt, The striking work-
trs were called up under mikitury
law and compelied to scab their ownl
job on pain of being shot. 1t may
be stated here, however, that Sabot-
rage was subsequently employed by
tho workers to such good purpose
tuat the mititary move failea to de-
teat the strikers. The ruling class
is, however, aware that not all
of the workers are cducated vn the
principles, of Sabotage, and their
testlesdness  under  ever-mersasing
cconomie oppression is driving the
employers and their political agents
into playing their last,trump card.

Wherever 'Conscripiion bas é)ief
vailed it has always boen utilised as
an instrument for intensifying the
economic and social subjection he
working class, and we cannof"Afford
to allow the seeds of the dissase
which has cursed and blighted Eure-
pean civilisation for the past”hun.
dred years to come to-maturity in

"Apstralia. Conscription weaus gov-
ecrament and dictation by a power-
ful military oligarchy, Fer years it
bas been the mghtmare of the pro-
grossive awt thoughtiul element in
wvery country in the world, and every
step in Lhe economic uplifting of the
- masses has been made in the teeth
of the bitterest opposition of its
champious.
should be the signal for mdustrial
revolt and insurrection, Obedience
o anthority is semetimes o crime,
aud resisthnce lo oppression, even
when such oppression is sanctigned

m

» dur,

by law, is the duty of all nght-
thinking people. The workers
should refuse to recognise any

autherity which would saddle them
with the responsibility of taking hu-
man life} and they are fools if. they
remain  passively acquiescent while
their enemies are re-adjusting their
hold for further economic strangula-
tion.

‘‘Breaking strikes imperilling na-
tional safety’’ means, [rom the mas-
ters’ point of view, the safety of the
Eraﬂt‘ made out of the sweat and

tood of the working class, and the
suppression st the point of the bayo-
net of any attempt by the workers
towards economic improvement.

. The masters are as ferocions in the
protection of their profits as the tiger
of the jungle in protecting its young.
Abroad, they are shedding the blood
of the working class in defence of
their regpective economic interests
without #=ruple, and at home they
are prepadivg to drown in blood and
slaughtegiany attack upon their pri-
vileges &i ‘exploitation. :

Worﬂn!rs,r‘ Beware of Conscription !
You Have the power to thwart it.
Answer it with a general strike, and
tell the “hloodthirsty crew who are
advocatime it *‘if they want blood to
cut theirwhion throats.”

© o pmp’ - T, GLYNN.

. man was more tha

A Conscription Act |

A Vindication. :

I have no

this; paper have hinted more than
once that Labor Governments do not
deal out even-handed justice to the
toiler.  Some of these writers have
even ventured to ridieule {he Arbi-
tration Court. This,Court, it must
be remembered, administers—io
quote Westralian Attorney-Goneral
Walker— ‘the most up-to-date in-
dustrial laws in the world.”” That
wages and the price of foodstulls were
“lixed by law in ancient Rulnu,}ugl———
to come nearsr to our own times —
in England, in Quecen Elizabeth's
reign, dogs not - detract from the
truth of our Attorney-General's
boast.  And it is but raasonable to
suppose that expensively educated
and honorable men, such as lawyers,
judges, ~ and union  secretaries,

should ‘know the wagés; and the-

quality, of food and clothing most
suitable for the ignorant. working
class, - If it was a good thing for
onr ancestors to have their wages and
conditions fised by law during the
reign of that flame-headed and fiery-
tzmpered: harlot, ironically alluded
to by historians’ as' the “Virgin"
Quezen, surely it is a good thing for

us. I am thoroughly in accord with .

our estimable Attorney-General, and
would, if such a thing were possible,
go still farther back, I have al-
ways deplored the march of this
vexatious thing  called evolution
-which deprived me of my hairy cont.
and my teil.  Even life as it
_in the cave period would have decid-
ed advantages over our present-day
existence.  Imagine it. Urged
therete by the Cave-wife's com-
plaints regarding the state of the
larder, and moved to compassion by
the hungry whimpérings of the
young Cave-dwellers, oue seizes his
club and plunges into the woods in
search’ of provender.  Sauntering

alang a gloomy forest glade, idly -

swinging the heavy, knotted®club, a
vigue prescience of evil days to come
in some future reincarnation tinging
one’s musings with melancholy irsi-
tation—and to meet fice to face, a
politician, a ju:lgoﬁr even a pnlinc-
nmap,  To hearYhis suppiicatory
agonized yelp: to note his hair, hor-
rent with fear; to grimly watch his
_futile efforts to escape; to feel the
blood sing exultautly throygh one's
veins as the trusty club is whirled
aloit, ligh over the shrieking
wretch's  head,—Ah, such bliss is
not for mere mortals.

With the object of silencing once
for all; thess captious crities-of our
Labor* Ministry, a couple of -cases
may be cited: Two workers in this
_State were sacked recently. One
from the State Implement Works,
and the other from the Aborigines’
Department. The Implement Works

thieving, although
fallen mto disuss hfre, mal-adminis-
tration or misappfopriation is the
srect term.  Thy Aborigines man
was tramped”’ foy the same reason
thit anyone 1s deprhved of the right
tu live, retrenchm t, re-organising
the staff, or just fbecause he wasn't
wantéd.any longdr. He was sacked,
anyhow, Were these two unfortunate
vat-of-works compelled to grease
their swag-straps and hit the road in
pursuit of the elusive crust! Naot
on your life. We have a Imbor
Government in Westralia, More-
over these two men were battlers,
and they created a noise, an awiul
nuise, and demanded redress, com-
peusation, or an inquiry. Also they
had friends and these friends raised
Hell,  The daily papers also took
up their cas: and called on High
Heaven to witness the injustice done
to these two workers. The Scaddan
#WGovernment, true to their traditions
where the rights of the workers are
‘concerned, speedily announced their
unalterable determination to see jus-
tice done. A Royal Commission was
appointed to inguire into the circum-
starices connected with the dismissal
of the Tmplement Works man, and
a Select mmittee to investigate
the Aborigine man's case. Thus a
searching and impartial considera-
tion of each man’s grievances is as-

sured, /
FLANEUR.

Note.—To prevent misconception
perhaps it may be as well to state
that these men were receiving be-
tween £2 and £3 per day each as
wages. One as manager of the Tm-

plement Works, and the other as °

Chief Protactor of Aborigines.

The M;sses and Theerlor-ous

ropret that certain contributors to

(A. Mack.)

“What is Freedom —Ye can tell
That which slavery is, too well—
For its very name has grown

o an echo of your own,’"

—Shelley.

Siuce Europe set out upon its mad
crusade of blood and democracy a
vear azo, no word has been mouthed
more often nor uttered with more
‘soul-stirring hypocrisy, both by the
master class and their stupid, ser-
vile wage-slaves, than that word
“‘Freedom."’

. The workers of Australia epeak the
-word with great reverence, and with
sickening regularity it is hurled forth
as an excuse for the war crime in
the Old World. Yet, if we except the
militants df the working:class, and
these number not more than 10 per
eent., one cannot but be convinced
that the rest of labor’s army could
be thrown back to the verge of chattel
slavery and worked in chain gangs
without & whisper of discontent
arising from the apparently seething,
soulless mass of servility.

The* fact that the energetic and
progressive members .of the class can
ba ruthlessly arrested, bludgeoned
and gaoitd without arousing a spark
of resentment in the breasts of the
others of their ciass, is o matter for
lw.,nder to anyone whu does not um-
derstand the psycholugy of the cratt
unionist. i

To show that the majority of the
modern industrial army are cursed
with*"tailed munds,’ 1t 1s only neces-
sary to review .the progress of the
weath producers through tue last
few thousand years. "I'was with the
duybreak of civilisation that man first
became a chattel, that he was bought
in the labor market or stolen: from
his native vales of real Freedom, be-
cauge ‘of the power locked away in
his irame—lus laboring power, his
strength to work. Frum then till
now the worker has vegetated under
three dificrent modes of Freedom.
Lhe first system of work. and of
weaith production was that kuown
a3 chattel slavery: under that re-
gime the workers wers the direct
private property of the boss, they
did all the work then (as now), and
i return  were ted, clothed and
housed by the boss in keeping with
therr ' lugh status  in the soccal
world. Yet even under these ideal
conditions, - there were uugrateful
spirits amoung them who rebelled
and complaimed against the master.
‘These - 1gnoble felows, these low-
dowa rascals’ were called agitators

and were hated and tortured by the’

slave toss, and scorned and hated
by the law-abiding members of the

* slave army, who violently lectured
and assaulted the disaffected . few
whenever fores of numbers render-
ed that procedure safe for the law-
and-order patrous. One can almost
hear the bone-dust” of those ‘‘law-
abiding’?  citizens—the prototypes
ot our modern army of toil—utter-
ing the well-knowin platitudes, “The
working man is better of to-day
than ever before,” ‘'lf you den't
like our flag, why don't you go to
Germany 1" ete.

However, after centuries of this
form of wealth-making and wealth-
taking, the master-class, in obedi-
enece to the demands of nmew econo-
mic conditions, introduced another
form of social organisation, that
known, as feudalistn: The worker
was now a serf, he didn't belong
“to the boss, bedy and seul (though
Lis wife did for the first night of
her marriage), but he belonged to
the land, which belonged to.the
landlord, He worked a couple of
days for himself, and the rest of the
week for the master, except when
he was required to do a little fight-
ing; and when he'd Fmighed the
fighting, he went back hohe and

worked harder than ever to make
up for lost time.

-*'The fool was a patriot, so he
thought,

For his dad in the Civil War had
% ought.

They fed him up on the grand old

flag, o o
And be marchsd and whooped for

a bit of rag,
While he afterwards held—the
empty bag, z

Even as yon and I.'"
Genérally- speaking, the worker

under Feudalism = was  convinged
. that his pogition ;was hatten (hy
that at any other stage of histary,
and although "he couldn't go whers -
ue desired, nor work whang]u wish.
ed, nor speak except in prayer t
the gods or praise to the hois and.
his goodness, still he was proad of
his Freedom, and angrily resented
the arguments of that ubiquitgy
individual, that dissatisfied persog, |
that ‘‘thorn in the side’’ of the ral.
ers, the damned agitator. And
again went forth the cry from the
soulless serfs, ““The worker is bette
off now than ever before."
other country affords the free
,.we possess here,’’ At
But, economic conditions chang
ing, it again became  imperatin
that the rulers should inaugurateg
system of society more in harmeny
with the rising conditions.  Thy |
time the workers were hunted ‘}
‘the land and replaced by sheep and
deer parks. They were now free
go anywhere but on the properfy|
of the master-class, and, as the|
masters  held nine-tenths of the
land, it was hard to find a place o
go, except into the work-shops and |
mines, etc. To these hell holes the
pressure of the empty belly drove |
them, and there they have stayed
and suffered . and stagnateds watif |
this da§. They are free now; free |
to hire Lheir caffasses out by the.
day or week to the bighest bidde,
that is if they are lucky enoughto.
find the highest bidder before they
die of starvation. But, as before,
the glory of the ‘new system, the |
‘crowning feature of our present s |
ciety,
Froedom.’”” ‘“The working man
better off to-day than ever before,” |
“We have more freedom than haw
the pedple of any other country,”
are still the stock arguments of
these descendants of the degené-
rates among the chattel slaves, Not-
withstanding all our alleged pnu-|
leges, there still arise the damned
agitators—'‘the  bloody - red-rag-
gers,’’ as the bone-head craft une |
st is pleased to sneer when he
thinks the boss is listening. When
one reviews these events, and eraft
union  behaviour generally, -and
considers that the privileges, o
wards liberty, which ~were torn by
our grandfathers from a master
class: several hundreds of years &g
have now been torn back from
by the political Hunkeyse of the
master class, and not a word of pro-
test has gone out from the workin
masses, one must be justified @
atfirming that never in thn‘wrd
of civihsation, has such a prideles, -
soulless, spirit-broken crew per
formed s nation’s work as
army of workers which stews and
toils and sweats in Australia &
day.

15 the improved brand o
|

“What are thou, Freedom! 0!
could slaves,

Answer from their living graves,

This demand—tyrants wouldlﬂﬂ.

Like & dream’s dim imagery.”’ .-
. —Shelley.

MELBOURNE .ACTIVITIES.
' Lbcal Nk, 243 William Street.
- Monday/ 8 p.ull: Business Meetilg
; Thurndns:': Propaganda Conaml“.
mests. P Gy
Friday, 8 p.m.: Propaganda meetisg
at' Sonth Melbourne Market.
Saturday, 8 p.m. : Educational Iedlﬂ.
in hall. .
Sunday, 3 p.m.: Propaganda mestiny
at Fhinders Pork (Yarra Bank).
Library and reading rooin oped ever]
night. Waorking-class papers oR
Industrial Urdon literature on m'.ﬂE
rqbels are asked to blow along 834
make themselves known. All slaves ¥
he welcome. =
= 37 LAWRENCE, ;
Secretary-Treasure:

e e

NOTICE.
The Editor of this paper
undertake to publish anything

H - ivi-
is sent along, by members or IMEC]
sent along: by st

- cansh
that

duals.  Qrganisation news 3 e
formatiun’ comes first: wp“]iilin
structive articles second, and, 12563
articles of general interest.
s - - -
Fellow worker! we waft su]

scribers for“the paper. g
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DIRECT ACTION,

The “To Arms” Poster, Sen Francisco,

10M BARKER BEFORE THE
COURT.

The Central Police Court was
crowded on Wednesday last, when

. Mr. Macfarlane had before him for
investigation the charges against

“ Tom Barker, deseribed as the editor
of the weekly paper conneeted with
tre urganisation known as the Indus-
trial Workers of the World. Thers
were in all, four charges, the chief
one, for eontravening Regulation 2¢

of the War Precantions Regulations,

1915, listed up against the accused,

ie. That, on or about the 22nd of

July, he printed and circulated a
_ poster bearing the following:

TO ARMS!!
Capitalists, Parsons,
Politicians, Landlords,
Newspaper Editors,

And Other Stay-at-home Patriots.
YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS
YOU IN THE TRENCHES.

WORKERS,
FOLLOW YOUR MASTERS.
(LW.W. Print) -

There were three other charlms
(really summons mattersj, being al-
leged breaches of the Printing Act,
that of failing to have an imprint.

Mr. Young (instructed by- .Mr.
P. K, White) appeared for the de-
fence, and Mr. Bathgate represented
the Crown.

The age of the defendant -wes
given as 23 and his nationslity that
of an Englishman,

At the outset
“not, guilty.”

Mr. Young now took the point
that the ru;ufutimxs under which the
prosecution had been instituted were
altra vires. and instanced a recent
action in Adelaide, South Australia.

The objection was over-ruled,
Magistrate Macfarlane asking Mr.
Young to confine himself simply to
the matler before the Court. If
any decision had been given bind-
ing this Conrt he would be pleased to

accused

hear it.

The - regulation, Mr. Bathgate
said, was valid, Kitchener to-day
was

CALLING FOR MEN,

ind recruiting was the agency by
which we got the men, He propos-
ed to show that defendant’s action
was, as alleged, a prejudice to re-
cruiting, for at the present moment
it was the fight of the Empire, the
right to exist, and the defence of
the Cimmonwealth.

Magistrate: Yes, Mr, Bathgate, I
have over-ruled the objection.

Detective Adam Jordan eaid that
about 11 a.m., on the 3rd inst., he,
with Detective Develin, saw defen-
dant at  the office of the LW.W_.
Caul]f-rragh-st.reeh. Sydney, and in-
formed him that they had a war-
raut for his arrest, and then reai
itoover to him.  Witness said: T
have been informed that these pos-
ters and circulars have been posted
over the city and that several of
them have heen pasted outside your
office.”” He replied, *'I didn’t thiuk
&ny action would be taken in this
_matter, that looks like as if I want-
ed to got recruits,” a

Witness went ou to say that he
wsked Barker if he printed the circi-
lar and posters, and he said he did

L. T
POR THE ORGANISATION, -

e Industrial Workers of the
World.
To Mr. Bathgate: He is the

editor of “Direct, Aetion,”” publish-
¢d at his office. He said also that
f“inee_he had been warned by the
polick, he had not printed or sent
iny more of them out. -

Continuing, witness said the de-
fendant spoke nearly every Sunday
0 the Domain, and he had heard
kim. about two months ago.

Mr. Young objected. )

Mr._Ba said he wanted to
connect défendant with a certain

r

Detective Jordan said when at the
rin he saw the . on the
platform from which Barker and
others addressed the le present.
“zn Magistrate': AF‘ZE._H,.... he
speaking, one of the TS WS
exhibited ul:a!t.hb phtfom?m
Mr. Bathgate: About the time
that poster ‘was published, what
Wwere his public utterances?t

The Magistrate would not allow.

‘hwgﬂ!lh‘on. S
itness (to Mr. Young): T have
Mm“,p:v-i:-ngm!ﬁ:ﬂ,

plead:d,

* other police officers (Detective Moore

und Sergeant Hamilton) had been
.to see the accused, some months be-
fore. 1 was not informed that the
data of their visit was the same date
us publication of the poster. I un-
derstand the officers did not make
their visit together, 1 understood
they went in conusction with com-
plaints about the “To Arms'’ pos-
ter. I did not hear if he had obey-
ed the officers, and had pulled down
the post.r outside the I.W.W. office.
I read in the papers of some talk
in Parliament to the effect that Mr.
Cann would .

STIR MATTERS UP

in reference ‘to this matter.
s i
of the matter, please. ol

Witmess (to Mr. Young): I knew
he’ was the editar of :‘Direct Act-
ion,"” he told me so. He did not
tell mo he was the honorary treasurer
of the Bociety. The poster reminds
the class of people mentioned in the
poster that, they are required in tae
trenchies. 1 see no objection to foe
poster.: 1 know of no uewspaper
editor who has enlisted:

Mr. Young: Well, John Wren, a-

Queensland - n aper proprietor,
has {—Yes, h!sﬁe;‘.‘?;!):-'"] "

Have you seen Mr, Holman's cir-.
culars, do they prejudice recruiting !
~I cannot say. .

To Mr. Young: I kuow nothing
against  the defendant’s vharacter;
he showed me his discharges, ‘and

cald he had served five yesrs in the —

army. He told me he thought he

ought to get credit for the poster. T

don’t kunow 'if he sai

1T “STIMULATED RECRUIT-
: ING.”

sSergeant Tom Pearce now entered
the box, and said that at 10.35 p.m.
on the 23rd of July last he saw the
“To Arms'’ er. It was wet, and
on the wall at the corner of Reser-
voir and Elizabeth-strects, He re-
moved it. He also on the same night

*saw a number of them; which had

bren posted in and around the Hay-
market, and he defaced them as far
as he could. On the 24th and 26th,
when going on night duty, he saw
many more posters of a similar kind,
and he dsfaced them also. He fur-
ther, on the 23rd ‘of July, and 24th
of Niily, saw the posters outside the
office of the Industrial Workers of
the World. He saw them right up
to the end of that month. Every
one he saw he defaced, at night time,
and the nights following he did so
he found other posters of the same.
kind had. been, pested up in their
place. A

To Mr. Young: I cannot teli you
of the dates of Bergeant -IHamilton
and Detective Moore's visit, I know
uothing at &ll about that. T'saw mo
more posters after the end of Aug-
ust, .
This was the case for the prasecu-
tion, it .

Mr. Young submitted that there
had been nothing shown to support
the charge, It was only those with
minds affected with the g

HYSTERIA OF WAR
who could take exception to anything
in the poster.

Continuing, he said he didn't in-
tend to call any evidesew: his client
admitted he printed - and published
the poster with, as he had told the

lice officers, the object of stimu.
ating recruiting. His client was the
ordinary editor of a paper, and the
proof was entirely insufficient; in-
deed the Crown had utterly failed to
sustain the charge which had been
brought.

Mr. Macfarlane said to his mind
the poster, which contained the
words, ‘“Workers, follow your mus.
ters, stay at home,”’ did prejudice
recruiting, !

Mr.- Bathgate: Do you wish to
hear me on the matter, your Wor-

shipt

ﬁr. Macfarlane: No, Mr. Bath-
gate; T do not; not at this stage.

Mr. Bathgate: I'd ask for im-
prisanment.

Detective Jordan, recalled by the
magistrate, said he had heard Bar-
ker say, *'I don’t tell you not to go
to the war, but I'm not going. The
organisation I belong to does not be-
lieve in war.”

Continuing, Jordan said latterly,
for some time past, he had not
heard Barker refer to.the war at
all 3

To Mr. Young: When he said he .
was not going to the war. I did not -

hear him say that he was medically
unfit.  (Here Barker's discharges,

1

+Keep politive out-

About five months ags the Ameri:
man Federation of Labor in this city
took up the case of Ford and Suhr
and tried to get the Governor of this
State to pardon these two men who
ars doing @ life time sentence for
their layaliy to labor, but the goves-
nor has refused to act up tothe pre-

sent time, ¢o the worke:s got busy and
put the wooden shoe on. The papers
have been coming opf Bud t:lling us
about the Germans setting fire to all
the canngries bacause those 'places

_were putfing out canned fruit for the

Allies. And the governor is now say-
ing that it is not the Germams but
that it is the T.W.W. that is deing
this because of Ford and Subr, and
that "he will not Jet these men out
until the TWI W quits ™ Well, it
scems that we have their goat and
they don't know what to do. - The
fire insurance companies of this State
are refusing to issue any more fire .
insurance, so it seems that more than
the governor is up in the air about
this, and I think that bafore long. .
if the sab cat keeps prowling around
at nights, that these men will be
walking the street along with us.
We are gui.ng to have a big enter-
tainment on Saturday night to raise .
funds for direct action &0 as to pet
the governor to act quickly. We have.
a pretty good bill for that evening.
and T think we will be able to raise
enough for a good many wooden
‘shoes, Tf thers are any new develop-
ments along T will let vou lnow ¢l
about them later on. .
: = ALEX. WEIR

e e e e e o o oo o che e e ok

When you go on the job, don’t
present the boss with a copy of " Di-
1ect Action.'” An ounce of practice
is worth a ton of theory. No boss is
worth touching until he's been
through the Baukruptey Court at
least twice. And the chances are that
if he’s been thyough-more than twice
thut he has a foreman, and lives at
Patt’s Point.

et st g s s

showing such to be the case,
now handed up, to the bench.)

Mr. Young: He was in gaol for a
weok, he was refused bail before a
magistrate, and later was admitteu
to bail.. e has been treated

WITH GREAT RIGOR
in prison, has he not1--I can't say.

He was 24 hours out of 26.in a
cell, was he not!? (To Jordan).

Magistrate (to Mr. Young): Tut,
tul?  You don't seriously suggest
that, it's farcical, . :

Mr. Young: I myself have been
i, gaol, and got out again at omce.

r. Macfarlane: You were lucky.
(Smiles were here observed all over
tue Court).

" Magistrate - Ls there any previous
history as regards the man Barker
before the Courtl

Mr, Bathgate: No, your Worship.

‘Lhe Magistrate here perused the
discharges which had been handed in
euriter 1o the case. | These showed
that Barker hiad been in the King's
Royal lvish, amd were marked ' Very
good,"” and he had beeu dischargea
as '‘uiedically unfit.’

Magistrate: Tom Barker, you are
convicted. The Crown has for
your imprisonment but 1 will not
order that; you are lined 4£50, in
default six months' imprisonment,
and 1 order you to enter into sure-
ties, solf in £100 and one surety in
a similar sum, or two sureties each
in £50, to
OBSERVE THE REGULATIONS
of the War Precautions Act during
the currency of the war in which
Great Britain is at present engaged,
in default six months’ imprisonment.

On the application of Mr. Young
time was allowed in which to pay
the fine, on entering into sureties to
the extemt of the penalty.

On the charge of issuing the “'sa-
‘botage’’ poster, Barker pleaded
guilty, and the other two charges
were withdrawn. " :

‘Mr. Young said it was a techni-
cal offence, the omission of the im-

int.

Mr. Macfarlane said there was
only one penalty, £20. On looking
through the Act he added. thatghe
‘had power to mitigate the penalty,
but in the circumstancss he did not

months' imprisonment with hard la-

bor. The sentencés to be cumulative.

Tha other charges on the list were
. ed

=8 0
not with. — "Sedney

- Were these words, was this

&’;;%;3‘;‘.3-’*“““ “before

- working class
smirched

e e

(Translated from Danish by H, —
Christopherson.)
During the first terrible days of
August, 1914, when the German
soldiers marched into Belgium, the
working class. of “the world atked:
Where is the powerful German Soc-
ial Democracy ! :
And this guestion, with the. ring
of astonishment and terror ‘which it

-contained, was s justifiable as any-

thing in this terrible war could be.
The German Social Democracy at
the time was beconting world-fam-

. oua by ita imposing membership and

by the high-flown words of - its

leaders,

wer,

ins
~ working-class  with its

army-of voters of 43 millions, was

it all deceit and fraud?

. But it could not-be otherwise! - 3

Had' not these great leaders on the
international congresses glorified.the
might of the dazzling armies of
voters?!  Had they not time after
time ridiculed direct action by the

cﬁtins& war—Dbe-
it by calling - it general
madness, and promised ..that they;
with  their representative . power,

“would prevent the war,—proclaimed

themselves the trustees of European
cace This is what they had
lone. And now—not a word—not
a single sincere step to prevent the
war! =
Their. words, their

power, all wera lies!

" Bup how i =5
‘This has gradually been revealed:

Remarkable reports came to hand--

-rumarkable rejorts considering-that

they had pugclaimed themselves rep-
resentatives  of international soc-
islism—rgports that the German
workers' interests were so firmly in-
terlaced with the interests of Ger-
man capital, that the workers coulil
not calmly lcok on while Germany
was being conquered.
But_for everything which to us
workers is vital and sacred, what
rime! This is interpational
otherhood in German scceptation.
Have not the same men through
miliions of newspapers, pamphlets,
writings, books, and speeches, de-
;Jil:l{‘li she harrors of war, its ever-
asting corruption, and described
their own organisation as the only
safeguard against thia canker; and
now the same men' in servile man-
ner dsliver the workers of Europe to
this pestilential canker in order to
keep their rotten national business
going. p
They are afraid to lose the capital
they have iuvested in their press. In
order to get the profits and interests
aut of “their party—capital, they
bave - sold the European working
class/ to the horrors of the battle-
and the sufferings in the homes.
ooked at from the point of view

. thyt this bas been dene by declared

ialists, then we can only say that
have shown® themselves to be
meanest scoundrels in the annals
of /modern history.
rom & German Junker or a
ussian Grand Duke, from such
tyrants we expect nofhing but op-
pression and acts detrimental to the
people. But these Socialists! Well,
I think the majority of honest Dan-
ish workers cannot find words to ex-
press their feelings against them.
Aud now comes the inevitable re-
sult of their treachery; their press
is being quprmsed. The war has
destroyed the power of the workers’

organisations, 1t has sapped the vigor.

of the working class. Now the
traitors begin to see the results of
their treason, and now they become
frightened—they split up ‘and some
cry for peace for fear that they may
be auuiﬁﬂaled. But the power the;
wished to secure for German Social-
ism by delivering the workers of
Europe to the war .is now so eapped
through the war that the German
Government shuts up one Socialist
newspaper office after another, while
the members of the party are butch-
ered on ' the battlefields and their,
leaders dissipate their time in party
squabbles,; Ta i
This i3 the well-deserved resard
of n—bat, as! a  reward
which, far beyond the borders of
madness whips the working class of
Eyroj with  sufferings  beyond
imagination. ]
Thus lies “'the German Social-
ism”* stripped in its repulsive naked-
ness, through the fear of the magni-
loquent spokesman for the conse-
quencs of their treason,
split arisen through it.

- Roels, 5/; A

promises, their’

sthe

and the

Fund.,

G. ', Wilson, 2/ V. Brophy, 2/; W
McKay, £1; J. Attreed £1; W. J.-
Butler, 7/6; A. Cavander, 5/; ‘K. C.
Ruberes, 6/; D, Armanov, 3/; F. J.
Morgan, £1; 8. Hopkins, £1; J. Wes-
lev, 6; J. Fagan, 3/6; A. McKeazie,
53 . Duncan, 2/6; Yank, 17; I Rob-
erts, 24d; G, Robertson, 10/; R. Trem-
bath, 1j; H. Kester, 10/; J. 5. Shu
law, 2/6; Mr. Stemploveky. 1/; 1. -
Lmith, £1; J. Smithers, 2/6,

Collected at U.L.P, Society, 2/3; T.
{rLoughlin, 8/; T. Moore, 2/6; Mr.

Mackay, 5/; J. H. Sydney, 10/; Shal.

don (per I, Grant), 2/6; Alex. Wilson,
£1; C. Bendfelt, 5/ ; per Mrs, MeNam-
ara, £1; Cosuals, 1/4; H. Burnham,
2/5; J. Basharimoff, 10/; G. Goldberg,
; M. Finbow, 2(; 8. Simpson. 1/; T.
Cowell, 1/; N. Falson, 2/; N. White,
175 McGovern, 1f; W. Wolfe, 6d.; G.
Gallagher, 6d.; J. O'Shannassy, 1/; W.
Taxlor, 6d.3 T. Dwyer, 6d. ; J. McGreg-
/G; A. Reiss, 1/; D. McPherson,
Mathieson, 5/; Dundee, 4/; F. -
Mclnnes, 10/; E.A.G.,
5'; Anouymous, 2/; T. Waller, 10/; A.
Parker, 1;; Domain Collection, Sept.
Sth, £21/08;  Sept. 12th, £14/6/0;
Rock Choppers’ Un'on, £8/4/6; 1.J.5.,
Hi I 1/; J. Laurence, 1;; E. J.

or,

.‘..;\\-

Ryan ; J. MeF., 1/;
Mr. W, 1/ W,
Teen, 1 A. Carlson, 3/;

5. Hopkins, 1/; T.
. Fish, £1,11/; H.
A. Mackay, 27
hite, 5/; A.
; H. Bweeney,

Sympathiser,
Glynn,

. Robertson,
W. Beatty, 10/; W. J. Chandler, 2/;
T Murphy T. Allen, 2;; G.J., 3/ ;
A Friend, Muackay, 2/ M
Kennedy, £1; F. Ratz, 15/; G.J.

BARKER'S GASE,

A confersnce of representatives o
AMelbourne Trade Unions (which is %5
ing to consider proposals to smalgani
ate dinto “Oune Big Union™) on Satur-
day  carried a resolution condemmiig
Gdvernment for its arrest of Tom
Barker, and wired to New South Walen
P'remier Holman, and also to Senator.
'earee, demnmding his immedinte  re-
lease. They also congratulate the Fug-
lish workers that are opposing ecn-
scription.

P. LAIDLER.

SROKEN HILL ACTIVITIES.

Meoms, Palace Buildings, Sulphide-
streot.
Weodnesday evening, at 7.30 pm,,
wducational class, > g

Uternate Snndays at 8 p.m.,
sy mreeting.
Alternate Sundays, at 3 p.m., Eco-
unomic closs. a
Sunday, at 7.30 p.m., outdoor propa-
wada meeting, near Post Office, in
Argent-stroet. s
Good Library.
Also good colloction of literature for
wale.  All live rebels welcome.
E¢ J. KIELY, Secretary,
Local No. 3, LWW.

busi-

Let us beware. We know well
that the Danish Social Democratic
leaders have never heen anything
else than the imitators of the Prus-
sian system with its despotism aad
leader domination. It is despot-
ism and leader domination which is
the characteristic of German Social- .
ism, and which has made ik possible.
for a few unscrupulous German gen-
erals to deliver .the workers of
Europe to capitalistic murder. But
this bureaucratic deapotism shall -ba
rooted out of international socialism
in  the future. The  German~
traitors know that after the - watr
there will be & day of reckoning, -
and that there will inevitably be
two Internationals, unless the .Ger-
man labor movement be reeonstitut-

ed on a democratic basis, in which -

it will be the workers who decide,
so that the intermational working
class movement be safeguarded
against a -handful of disguised ser-
vants of specific German capitalist
interests thwarting and betraying it .
in its fight against war and capital- -
ist_imperialism.

Danish workers, - be on your
guard!  Before or later—when the

war is finished—then will the ques-

tion come from the working elass of
Europe: Will you, in your action,
rénounice nationalism, or will

renounce internationalism 1—'*Soli-

. daritet,”” Copenhagen.

1. lrewren, 4°5
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) DIRECT ACTION,

Are Hc Mln or Eunuchs?

Wao will speak out, we, will be heard,

Though all earth's systems crack,

We will not bate a single umd or take
a letter back.

Let whrimk,. lot linrs fear,

Let traitors turn away,

What’er we've dared to think that dare

wo also say,
—J. R, Lawell,
The fight for the preservation of
working-cluss nghlg still continues

with unbated .vigour in “‘democratic*’
Australia,

The traditions of free speech, publie

meetings, and free-press are threaten- .

ed to he stopped in
Labor rule.

The Magna

this country of

Charter, the Habeas

Corpus, the British Comstitntion, of

which we once boasted so loudly, ‘=re

now heing violated and trampled under
foot. . Y

All the liberties which have been
won by swent, and groans, and hlcod,
and soffering, are alout to he wrested
from our grasp unless wo stand to-
gether and defend them to the lntter
end,

Plutocracy, in  its  vicions attack
upon organised Iabor, has found a valu-
able ally in the Labor Party.

The industrial despots  have solieit-
ed the aid of the Labor Party in am at-
tempt to silence the voice of Freedom
and strangle the Herald of Revolt.,

The doings of the past fow months
have demonstrated-that all parlinmen-
irrespective of thewr trade
are faithfnl slayes and ohedient
its of the capitalist class,

The attempt to imprison the editor
of “Threct Action™ for a period of 12
months, shows to what' depths the in-

dustrial kings will sink in an endea-
vour to put working-class agitators out
of the way. ’

It is safe, patriotic, layal, to tell the
workers fo gn to the front, but loti one
Tare to tell Itlr« hazs that his eonmtry
needs him in the trenches, and it is
sedition with the sequel of 12 months’
Lard lahor!

Professor  David may talk to  the
workers at the Trades' Hall, and tell
them to gn to the front, and he is ap-
planded,’ honared, apd respected. Bnt

when ‘& worker tells the Professor and
Jhie elass to go to the trenches, ha is
arrested and thrown into prison. The
clang of the jail gatos is the hoss’s re-
ply.

: 15 our vaunted civilisation?
Where is onr boasted British freediom?
Where, oh! where, is our d»moemhc
Labor Party?

“Phe capitalist class, hecoming iem!nl
of the rapid growth of the LW.W.,
and the spread of working-class revolt,
has plotted amd conspired to check its

progress.  They have used the War
Pricadtions . Act as a mere subterfuge
to pounce upon active membera of the
working elass, rash them off to prison,
a keep them for weeks Iving in &
solitary ol awaiting trial

Men  who refuse to how before
tyranny or stoop to corruption; men
who refuse to take part in unscemly
and disgraceful demonstrations;  men
who  dare  give  utterance  to their

thoughts and ideas are laid hold of in
the strécts  upon  some trumped up
. ' charge, spirited away withont one word

“oF  warning, rushed into the onter
world, thrown behind jail walls and
treated worse than felons. FII!CI'

workers, can we stand for this?

The rtw-nl action of the muthorities
“iu trying to silence the voice and still
the pen of Tom Barker. have shown to
all  what low.down, - despicable -gutter
" tactics they can be guilty of when deal-
ing with members of the proletanan
army, ¥

The latest crimg of the induostrial
tyrants is  not confined to one mwan.
The blow has vot been struck at the
individual alone, but at the whale of
organised  Labor. It is a mahcious
and dastardly attack upon.our organ-
isation. It is an infamons and foul at-
tempt to wreck a working-class press.
It is o devilish outrage- upon militant
unionism. It is & hellish conspiracy
sgainst the ranguard of the working-
class. Are we going te counlenance such
despotism? Will we stand for such Prus-
sianised methods? 1f  the working-
cliss are awake to their responsibilit-
ies, they. will reply to these tyrants
in no nomistakable language.

We must organise in such a fashion,
and answer plutocracy in such a way,
ns will stike terror nto their craven
o Rearts,

1f sieh Prussianism - is allowed to
eontidue with” uninterrupted sway, no
ste can say where it will cend. , Sweeh
dmpotu\na must  be resisted i:\' every
means in our power, or-the working
class will sink into such awinl' slavery
such as the_v have mover known.

The ~ when the wmﬁng;elus

© what we do-and say.

i pu’ffer Tight to dnrkness.

were fotped to meet awsy down in
some dark cellar in the dpad of night
weo thought werg passed for ever. The
time  when ,advanced thinkers were
forced to  silently print their papers,
and surreptitionsly distribote them out
among a fow fnitl:ful_followurn, we
thought  were gone gever to.return.
The doings of - the Dark Ages we
thought were things only to be read
ahout in ancient history, GCan we suf-
fer a return of such days?  Will we
sanction a-revival of such evil times?

We don't wish to become eonspira”
tors; we don’t want to do things in the
darksy; we don't desira te form a secret
society, but’ the-master-class, hacked
by -the Labor Party, are forcing the
iesue npen us. If ever that evil day
should -arrive;, let Plutoeracy beware!

We are men, nob gnomes, | hence we
Wo wish to
work in the open, live, move, and have
onr. haing in theslight of day. We
wish to let every one see and‘know
If we are foreed
into secreey, we hold the master<class
and its satellites responsible for all

The Iron Heel.

“With the progress of the war and
- the lack of success by the arms of the

Allies, the. governing class’ of Austra-
lis aro rushing madly into a state of
hysterical panic.  Free expression of
opinion is a thing to be cfushed, when
it disagrees with the opimons of those
in office.  To say that you object to
war on principle, is in this “free'
land, to invite. prosecution, and a vin-
dictive gentence, which you will have
to serve in- the hell-holes, iromically
termed  penitentiaries,

Citizens arp hurled into -gaol upon
the slightest pretext, for merely stat-
ing facts. Magistrates suffering from
hysteria inflict sentences -that would
turn a feudal barén or a Russian auto*
crat green with envy, Mamlmn of a
recruiting wlnm:tﬁu ,visited a “shear-

“Th

thot ‘‘the war was n capitalists’- war, "
members of the committee had him im-
mediately arrested for 'trying 1o pre-
judice recruiting’”  To the credit of
the fellow workers of this man, they
got him released, and chased the gang

that ‘may happen as a

We will not down!-
die! We never lumndarl
no defeat! v
@ If the industrial despots are going to
continne with their persccution, we will
reply in a like strmn, Tf they force
the issue, then on their heads hes the
blama. for what might follow.

Onr ery will go rolling hoyond the
shores of Australin, and all  live men
will rise to our call. Z

All who have the spark of life in
their hodies, or the attributes of man-
hootd in their make-up, needs must rise
on thig oceasion and smite these Prus-

Wo refuse to
We know

_sinnised tyrants n sfinging blow |n the

~teeth;

Much as'We deprecate hlmdshl:d, (lls-
like violence, and abhor brute force,
vot  we refuse to allow our fellow-
workers ta rot behind prison hars for
guch flimsy trumped up charges.

If we are found wandering from 1he
pnth of rectitude wa are not to blame,
the rulers of society are at fault.

Tor every hour one of our class lies

"in the BRastile of Capitalism, we mnst

exact a heavy toll from the master-

class.  For every day's imprisonment
we suffer, we will make the bou pay
dearly.

Think of all that is nt stake! If we '

Inse the right of free speech, free press,
and puhlie meetings, it will take many
lives, much bloodshed, and tremendons
suffering to win them hack again:

Let us hald these rights at all costs.
Thex have -been purchased too dearly
to give them up without a kick. Let
us show that we are virile men, and
not stuttering eanuchs, Remember the
Sah-cat, it is a weapon the master-

,class fear. On with the Fight.

NORMAN RANCIE,

The Chambér of Commerce have
just discovered that it will be prac-
tically impossible to boycott Ger-
many’s trade when the war is over,
because if they deo, Germany will
boyeott their wool. And if Germany
Joses, and tha Allies demand an in-
demnity, they can only obtain the
same through the medium of trade.
The English merchants found those
facts out over a year ago, for, ac-
cording to Wm. Le Quex. the Eng-
lish tea-merchant has supplied Ger-
many's fighting men with over
20,000,0001bs, of tea sinee the war
started, And our patriotic Austra.
Han commercial ‘'men are no diffe-
rent. .

* -

At the beginning of the war with
Turkey we were told. especially by
the followers of the Crose, that the
Turk was simply vile, and *‘unspeak-
able.”” That he was an atrocious per-
son, and he would torture prisoners.
Since then we are told that he is a
brave fighter, plavs the game, And
that he treats the prisoners well.

Somebody was a liar then, or else’

‘he's a liar now.

»
Mnke margarine wages mean mar-
garma work. When the boss ents the
wage,’ cut the work.  Shoddy pay.
shoddy work. Slow workers live lone
think easier and live b:tler.
- .

o “Dignity ‘of Labour!’”" The
3&41!\1 of hell! Did vou ever see an
d driught horse? Well, tha's an
example of the d:gmhr
Did you ever notice the absolute
lack of "diznity“ in a thoroughbred,
Mr. Block? 2
®_.» .
The working-class and tl:e emp%ay
ing class have nothlng, in colmuun—-
not even in a Labour

of. Iabour. '

* grown,

of mischief making rec'r‘uilers out of
‘the camg.,,
The recent grubhmg and pemmhnll

of working men who refuse to become
- hysterical,

and sce red at the behest
of a lyxl;. press, is-a scandal that it
will take 'Australia
vutlive! Labor Ministers openly state
that “liberty of speech’ must go. In
order to defeat German tyranny, we
must’ sacrifice our own liberty. And if
you refuse to sacrifife the sacred nat-
ural right of free speech, a tru_mp-li
up chnrga of “prejudlcmg n'c.nntlng
is laid at-yout -door.

Persecution of this type is not cal-

- oulated -to-make peace advocates' be-

ike, nor is it likely to send
patriotic libérty lovers to fight for a
hberty that is strangled before their
very eyes. If the love of liberty is the
thing men fight for, then the authorit-
ies of New South Wales ought to be
indicted  immediately on a charge of
“prejudicing recruiting.'’ - But blind to
the world wide economic and- intellect-
unl revoiution, they persist in finding

scapegoats that may be us cover
up their own delinquenciegyand fail-
ures, i

Like King Canute, they see the

wares jn the distance, and imperiously
order them to rotire. But the tide
rises on. The wild horses of the sed
care naught for the cackle of mon-
archs, despotic or elective. Bo it 18
with the msing human tide, s

Before the rise of “class embounded
brotherhood’  the vindictive laws of
privilege become as friable as glass.
The ink was not dry bp the Munitions *
Act before it was smashed to a thou-
sand  fragments by. the miners of
Wales. The outrageous; license laws
of Victoria bred fhe glorious revolt
of Eureka; when the flag of the South-
ern Cross was first reared o'er A rebel
eamp. The smashing of t Waihi
miners, and the murder of Eghns bred
the  New Zealand strike ‘of tfvo years
ugo.

The carth is seething wi
tent, the rulers are blind,
and mad, The platitudés of

‘glemocracy’” and, “justice’’/are going
to- the- dust _bin, Persecution cannot
beget patriotism, batons will not en-

sure peace, guns will oot prevent mur-
der. God deal lightly with the rulers
of men, when the match goes into the
magazine,

But burrah® for the mmmg storm.
Fill  the gaols, ye masters of bread!
Howl and excerate in your herds, the
vile and lowly mass. Wield the lash
of hunger and victimisation for, your-
beloved country’s sake! Make “‘lib-
wrty” a mockery on the higlw\a.} for
lhl' cause of your country's freedom.
Langh at, or cajole the disunited fae-
tions of Lahour. Undercstimate them
even as your type did in the palace of
\'n,‘l'.-m“ea_- before you,

‘Wield the whip, 'ye well fed uné-
tious rulers, and laugh in the faces of
the gaunt and hungry men, the lide of
child slaves, and the woman of the
bloek. Laugh while the day is with

you, o-morrow the change may
come. The change that WILL come!
© Rise from your slumbers, workers

of the land of Eurekal Rise from your
nightmare of death. Organise ecopo-
mically in the ilntn?‘s, workshop

mine.  Away with the old and the out-
Down with your masters, who
have despised and laughed at you. Who
have gaoled and persecuted you. Up
with the Qne Big Union of the Revo-

lutionary werkers, and down,with the
~of gaols; that in—da: encircles

walls

‘many years to’

h Eig'ureé.' —,

e

‘What They: Don't Prove, ’;

In the “Sunday Times™ of the 18th
inst. Meredith Atkinson, the Yeading
economic light of the Warkers' (mis.)
Educational Association, puts gp the
usual plea for industrial efficiency, and
tells us that according to the figures of
wealth production in Australia by the
Commonwealth Btatistiman, if the an-
nual wealth of the country were equal-
Iy divided it ‘would not amount to
more than £4 per head of ‘the: popula-
tion.

for the Ono
nn:.rl
the :

ocal slave drivers -2 hn;::’" b
time studying the new art of
ing on the job, wlm.-h is beg
very fu}nmbio in more thay
pllu in Queensland. The s

s mill are A1 worth |
re , and dist

mon

Let us take the f ing in-
dustry alone. Total value of output in
round figures in 1913 was £161.000,000.
Wages paid £33,000,000, or an average
per head of those employees of about
£100. They received less than one-
fourth of the total value. Mining fig-

.nr;g;."_dj,'j?l show_up even less favourably for
th

Did Mr. Atkin-
son take into consideration the value
of the wool, wheat, ani othar exports,
the value of horses, hogs, sheep, cattle,
ete., the dividends amounting to about
£11,000,000 = year, which is paid to
the British investor who does not know
the latitude and longitude of Austra-
lis, ~much less giving ‘‘his directive
ability"! to ifldustry, which we are so
often told is the greal factor mn pro-
duction? -
If Atkinson wants ic effici

ing back numbers of ““Direct
tion.” And Hambledon is only
place on the nlp Go h it,

At the M’ounl_ym Mnﬂ n
there has been a lueueulnl st
the sugar mills employess, w
“mostly Bp um.rdap and  Ttalim
These men know how -to stick &
gether, and are good -direct
ists, Solidarity is a wonderf;
tor nowadays, and the old par
ideas are ying out, which dis
the workers in the p: :
Union for all workers whatever g the |
.creed or language. United, thenﬁ.
ing class are mm:uble. 3

The I.W.W. are putting in some
lasting educational work in Corip.-

ho should advocate the abolition of a
syatem.in-which not morp than 10 per
cent. of the population aré actually
- engaged in production, He should
siaud for & sane system of society in
which the huge army of non-produc-
ers,Mho capitalist class and their valets
and  flunkeys, - members-of the army;
navy and judictary, legal and profes-
sional sharks, politicians, parsons and
other parasites;—could be put to useful
“.and productive labor. "The commercial
“system under capitalism also embraces
hundrec]p of thousands who- produce no
-values, such s advertising agents,
salesmen, travellers; book-keepers, etc.,
the great majority of whom are requir-
ed only because of the conditions pe-
culiar  to capitalism, and who could
otherwise be engaged é.uectiy in pro-
duction.

'TALklmn'l figures sre correct they
‘do, not prove that the actual produc-
«is are not efficient or do mot work
hard encugh, but, on the contrary, that
-there are too many who do not work
at sll, and others who are-obliged to
get their living, not by useful libor, but
by useless toil.

Further, ii the figures are correct,
they do not prave that if the producer
redoubled’ his efforts. the £4 would
immediately jump to eight, so far as
he was concernedl, but that he would
have to bear an additional burden of
, non-producers, including 50 per cent.
of those now .employed, on his bent
and brawny -shoulders.

“Mr, Atkinson's figures prove "nothing

o .except that he ia making a bold bid to

earn his salary and miseducate: the
class he spruvg from. When the work-
vrs decide to enlarge the spoon which
they dip ifto the common pot, Atkin-
son and other non-producers will have
to work or go to hell. It is possible
that some of them would prefer the
Intter alternative.

T.G.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

G. Arbuthnot, 1s; A. Bourne, 1s;
J . Bergstrom, 6d ; I Budd, 1s; W.
Champion, 2s; A. Davis, 2s; 8. G.
Edwards, 1s; F. Hyun. 2s; H.
Howell, 1s; D, Jones, 1s; . James,
6d; K. J Kennedy, 28; R. N. Ken-
nedy, 2s; F. R. Keogh, 2s; Mrs. D.

Kitchen, 2s; J. Lapisch, 2s; W.
Lang, 2s; J. Murrny, 1s; C. F. Mac-
namara, 66 M. Harh 1s; H.

o Elmlly, iu 8. Owen; 6d; D. Par-
rington, 2s; J Roberts, Sd J. Ro-
binson, 15‘ J. 8. B!nrluw ‘Je w.
Stecla. 6d; B. Scully, 1s; J Slat.er,
1s; G. Hmu:lanr 25; W. Txutane, 1s;
J. VTorpy, 1s; w. Vears, 2s; H
‘Williams, ls, J Whittle, 6d; A.
Wyer, 1s; W. erk 2s.

ringing, the song that saw. a tyrant's
hgad roll in the sawdust,
“Ye sons of freedom, ‘wake to glory,
Hark! lek' Whﬂ. mynads bid you
l'l!l‘p
Your wives, sons, Illd grandsires hoary
Bebold  their tears and hear their
cnies!
Shall hateful tyrants, mischief breed- .
ing,
With hireling hosts, a ruffan band
Affright-and.desolate. the land
While peace and liberty lie bleeding?
TO ARMS! TO ARMS! YE BRAVE!

the stalwart hearts of the n of yours  The l\engmg sword unsheathe!

class. Rise, for the Mm-inun

v r:mown

.t Industrial Workers nf

thian, W.A., according to a ldh
just received. The Boulder p
ganda is rather quiet just now, 4
speakerg are scarce, In the vi
oE Fremantle and Perth good mt.
ings are being held.
» * ® i

Thefpropaganda on railway com- |
struction jobs in New South Wals
goes on merrily. Many of the mem
bers have changed around on th}
jobs, but there is scarcely a jobin
the State that doesn’t have its quata:
of I.W.W. men doing the necessury
pioneering work. The new tactis,’
idess and form of organisatio
peals to the navvy, who in the
has paid but litfle attention to
questions,

SUBSCRIPTION BLANK
For
DIRECT ACTION.
Enclosed find P.O. for 2/, for xbie |
send me Direct Action for 12 months
at the followilng address::— 2
NAME.

(Street or P.0. Box)

City ..

SBIE SR sy
(If removed, please mark an x herek

THE l-'-“} PREAMBLE.

The* working-class and the mphr
ing-class have ni g in commen. |
There can be no peace so long 25
hunger and want are found among 9
millions of. wor! people, and the
few who make up employing-class |
have all the good things of life,

Between these two classes as!
must go on until the workers of the |
world organise as a class, jake por
session of the earth and the machinery |
of production, and abolish the wage’
system.

We find that the centreing of the
management of industries into
and fewer hands makes the
unions unable 1o cope with thé ever |
growing npower _of the employjng-class. -
The trade unions foster -a state of
affairs which allows one set of workess
to be pitted against another &t
workers in -the same industry, | 1
helping to defeat one another in wage
wars. Moreover, the trade unions 3
the employing~class to mislead the-
workers into the belief that the "It'
|n§;cl;ss havel interests in
with their employers.

Thesé - conditions can be changel
and the interests of the worklnl"h"
upheld, only by an organisation
ed in such a way that all its w!ﬂw
in any one industry, or in 3
tries, if necessary, cease work “wher 3
ever a strike or lockout is on io 31
department thereof, thus ‘making ¥
injury to one an-injury to all.

.. Instead of the conservative notﬁ’
“A fair day’s wages for a fair da
work;"” we must inscribe on our b Sl |
the revolutionary watchword ; “Abelr
tion of the wage system.” w-;

To is the histonc mission of &
working-cliss to do away with 2
talism, The army of pmdl!l-'""il
ge ofganised, not only for the ﬁ:’; !
ay struggle with capitalists, but
to carry on production when capialisf
shall have geen overthrown. By O |
ganising industrially, we are 2
the structure of the new society '“Hf
the shell of the old.
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