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'The""r"'Maintenaﬁ‘ce of
e the Standard of Living.

pvery aay -gives the workang  class of Australia mu:e“’afd_mura ruling ¢lass of bygone generations ms a
xaupics vl LU IULLLY o Placing Gheir Truse in tne hauws of so-cailed salutary check to the ngpirations of the
cuikuug Caass pOlILICAL PATUES. Dulesy lu @ hitle whils even the blindest workers, dies hard. '’
a0d wust CONUULLE ©F Lue baliot-box worsulppers will give up their foohsh In England witheraftr sas first dis-
Jaia i LDat weapon of the tmnd and wisipid. . tinetly ‘made a capital crime by James

W fen ine Lrovernments of three of the States introdoced a Necessary 1. Nor was the popular fear of the
Commou Uigs  UomIussion (WHAL 4 Wondertui tmug is a  Governmental dark a mere epidemical frenzy, Three
Lomilssinil) L0 regulate tue price of commodities, the lugh-brows who - thousand persous were “lawfully”’ ex-
“ontro e Lrades taall, and also severai of thg Labor papers applauded conted-mBE Shd eri Pa
tuem, «id puinted out to thar deluded and mentaily staguant tollowers, linment, Harrington, commenting on

gow nere ul iask Lacor (GOVErnUeNs were goiug to justily their existence, the statute of Henry VI., relating to
how Ly were golg 1o shaw the Lrusts ana the big business men thav they  witeheraft, estimates the number of
could nuc rub Lo people WIth unpuuty at their own sweel wili, | those put ta death in England an this

Newersheless, UL spite of arowrary prices placéd upon such nécessaries  charge at thirky thousand. Of those
gs batter, wheat and meag by the Commssion, we und that altempted  hoiled, burnt, or dragged asunder with-
wiericreiiee wich  the laws o1 supply and  demand by the Government out the sanction of the infallible erea-
pave bad comparatively hittle effscv upon the arganised employers generally.  ture of the long cafs,lhistory is silent.
*ihe conteol i necessaries is so well organwsed at tue present tune in Aus-  As  late as 1716, according te the
lraiie, that shurtages can be created-al any ume by the market riggers. “Quarterly Review" of that period, a
‘hus we have seen thousands of tons of staple foodstulls bewng held in  woman named Mrs. Hicks and her
worage, while the bosses and their press howled “Shortage!” lhen the danghter aged nine, were hanged at
momenl the Necessary Uommodities Commission rased the price of foud  Funtingdan for “selling theit souls to
thousands of tons were available. - % x the devil, and raising n storm by pull-

At the present time certain Messiahs are howling for the Government _ ing off their stockings, and making a
to stop the exportation of necessary foodstuffs out of Aunstralia.  They  |ather of soap.”
mght s weill spare themselves the trouble, so far as the Guvernment 1
concerned. W\ bat is the use, in the name of commun sense, of asking a
bupch of the most cowardly and treachierous politicians, io do for the
working class what the working class ought to do for themselves?

1t 15 natural and inovitable under war conditions that prices will rise.
All the countries, especinlly the Allies engaged in the present struggle,
having attle or no tme to- spend in producing foodstulfs, are compalled
to purt lood. That creates enormous markets for Australian commodities.
Thousands of tous of food, wool, etc., which would have remained in this
couutry i the natural state of affairs, are being sent out to foed marauding
armies.

It is quite useless to appeal to the sentimentality of the Trusts or
even to continually bark at their unpatriotic actions. Talk, even of l_he
Carmichaclian kind, butters no parsnips and wins no Gghts. If the capitalist
class can et a better price in London for their (and 1t is THEIRS) com-
wodities, then the commodities must be exported.

Now, exportation naturally creates a shortage here in Australia, which

- is intensined by the organisation of the masters refusing to rl_zleaar.- .tl.m
foodstuils in storage unul the Necessary Commoditios Commission raises
selling prices to the desired height.

: Lhe Government in Australia have made greab asses of themselves
it taking ‘eredit for controlling . industrial ofgauisations, which merely
laugh at thewr antics, and then Baunt their law-courts like the Colonial
fugar Re:nng Company did. And after that we had the humorous spectacle
of lhe greal Australian trust-buster, W. M. Hughes, Attorney-General,
whining becuuse the C.8.R. had been ungrateful and had net acted in a
patriotic mauner.

Even tho uninitiated will see guito ocasily that'the C.S.R. and the
other mammoth organisations 6f industry don’t care a tuppenny .r.!qmu
about the .quixolic vaporings of Labor politicians, mol eveu of William
Morns Hughes, who has revealed that his weapon for trust-busting 15
ferely an appeal to sentiment. Go to, Billy, and all your disciples.

Now, getting down to bed-rock, we, of the advanced working class,
find that, owing to the rapidly advances in the cost of living, that the
purchusing power OF our wages are decreasing in a like ratio. We are

“iwing 1ol that we MUST eonsent to a reduetion in-our standard of __l_nrmg
518 to help defeat the Germans. We are told that we must subsist oo
it wages in future, so that we may capture Germany's trade. i

The condition is rapidly becoming more deplorable. Decent food is

ppearing from the tables of the workers, The inevitable boarder is

maiing his appearance in houses that used in the past to make both ends
weet without him. The women folk are being driven into the factory, the
chiluren are dragged from the school into the mill, and our finest’ men
are being driven by hunger's goad to risk their lives, and leave, unpro-
tected, their dear ones, in fighting the battles of the plutocrats beyond the

The belief in warlocks, witches, and
other  malign beings invented by the

A Norwich wewspaper of 1840 pub-
lished the case of a sivkly child treated
by o wise woman for an allezed Uiscase
called  *‘spinnage.”” For the sum ol
threepence the lobe of the luckless in-
fant's right ear was cut through with
a pair of scissors on Monday morning
and a cross traced with the blood on
the forehead and breast of the child
On the following Monday tho left car
was treated.” In some cases it was ne-
cessary to perform the operation nine
imes.

In this age of rationalism, one feels
a thrill of pity for the wretched vic-
tims, and a just indignation at the in-
bhuman cruelty of their. persecutors. A
feeling of security is engendered when
onc reflects that the' advancement of
science, the spread of education, and
the incstimable hoon of n free press,
have bamshed the mists of superstition
and  ignorance that rendered such
atracitios possible. .

Modern thought scouts the idea that
matters of ordinayy occurrence may
take place by the interference of in-
visthle agents. We of this enlightened
age have learnt the peril of encourag-
ing the iden of direct spiritual in-
flugnces and communicatiens—a thing
discountenaneed alike by the lights of
reason and religion. H'm! Maysbe so.

In May 1915, & man was killed by a
fall of ground in a Westralian mine, It
transpired subsequently that he had
gone from the place where he was
working to anotlidr part of the mine
to ‘“pinch” some gold, and whilo- on
his froebooting exenrsion was killed hy
the rack overhead collapsing. Discuse-
ing the incident at crib-time some daya
later, his work-mates expressed sorrow
at his untimely end, but some of them,

e The-Fear-of the Dark,

_0—

‘¢he Long Par

~and no inconsiderable section erther,
held firmly to the contention that if he
had not been trying to steal he wonld
have beeu alive yet.

Briefly put Divine retribution. The
wowser conception of n personal God
A pob ] xecutioner  safe-
puarding the-in erests of the Jew serip-
halders in London,

placidiy surve;

ating the drought
A country cursed with such
an extraordinary plague of politicians,
he reflects, should be sufficiengly chas-
tened without  the inthetion of a pro.
trscted dry spell, Suddenly he starts
aml pears watenddy at the Golden West.
He frowns, and snmmoning the angel
whase Dbusiness it is to attend to dis-
turbanees on the euter crust of  the
earth, such eartlignal land-
slides, end ro forth gives him certam
instruetions. gel  gots busy.
while the Omnipote examines
judgment book. *“H'm, T thougnt so
he mutters, oo mpeh of this sort
ng coing on  altagether. 1 munst
mak: an example of s fellow,”
Palling a feather from the wing of o1
4 _uear Dy for o Dbaok-madl
papderons  tom 3

as

angel roostin
Ho closes the
His ernwn

H's serm

selzing

el'mhs an

The earthquake
Iy. “Stand by tl and let her zo
when I give the word.”  Meanwh:i
the doomed sinner is nearing the patth
“How far off it is he now?'"
demands  the All-Powerful " One
“Abopt ten feet,” answers the noel.
Do think  he'll funk an it?’
queries - Jehovah,  <‘Funk! nat him.
sir. . Them sort of blokes don't fur'
“He might," considiers the Most High
“anyway, give him a bit of a warning.”
The earthquake angel canses the rock
over the doomed sinner's head to crack
slightly or in mming parlanc 1k
The sinner’ glances apprehensively at
the threatening roof and hastens
“Has he turned back # asks the Giver
of all good. ‘*No, sir, he has prized
ont a piece of gold and is examinmg
it “He might put it back, even yet
Do sou think he will " anxiously in-
quires the All-Merciful. “*Put it back
why he has stuffed it in his pocket, nnd
is prizing out another prece.’’ *What,"

of gold.

x¥ou

exclaims  the Almighty indignantly.
‘tprizing aut another pjece. LET HER
co.”

As twelve kuocks—the accident  sig-
hatter the silence of the brood-
ing night, a breath of 15y air sighs
above the main shaft, wavers for an
instant, then with a rush as of many
.wings sweeps into the starlit spaces
overhead.

nal
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Ao

s, Already the discarded soldieggis beginning to make his appearance
- with us, whose army will grow raphly in the next few months. Hundreds
of women’ are being dispensed with by the stores of big firms, who have
Eiven liberally to Patriotic Funds. g
: hungry and desperate are gr

in numbers, while Mr. Mere-
uson prates of ‘Democracy’ [ "“Trades Uionism,"and—the
advantages of Parliamentary action. Girls are being hurled to the tender
wercies of the' pavement, shivering children are being inoculated with
germs of consuinption in the prison-like factories, while the W.E.A., the
Lalrur Governments, the Trades Ilalls, the Chambers of Commerce, are
Auling German **Kultur."” )
There must be a way out of the soemingly
are in to-day. THERE 1S. But
— hypnotised political —serfs;—— Let—us get
“olution to the Working class, - and let us see
Ttoraigg| the weight of their. chains & little, "and refuse to be trea
like cattls and necessary :
lahuan are high to-day,

country. Strike,

emasculated, slavish selves. .

hopeless position that we

down o bedrock and offér
whether they will attempt

use the.working class, railwaymen, farm
rers, carters, scamen and/ water-side-workers are shipping food pro
ducts out of Australia. They [are creating and distributing the food, and
then they are robbing themselves by shipping it out of the country.
E A really patriotic worker ought to consider his wife and -children
© first, He ought to considsr them before soldiers of an hostile army. He
ought to refuse to produce and distribute and then to starve. Surely the
Australian worker ought to have more sensé than the' Hindoo coolie, who
Produces millions of tons of rice, and then dies off by thousands in famines.
. Surely ye ought to have more manhood than the_ Russians of the ‘Odessa
_ ®heat belt, who produce the greatest crop of wheat in the world, and then  MUST bring resulte.
%5t on the bark of trees. 7 ;

cradled in liberty,’"’ show it!:

keeping prices up.

R T T R e P Y

The sneer about the low standard of |iviMhe coloyed worl
will not hold water if the working class of Australia allow themselve:
be fooled any longer by ‘‘Labor Parties,”

Organise around the water-fronts, on
{ke Tields and on the ships; and REFUSE-TO SE
strike, strike, if you are MEN. STRIKE, if you
tho attributes of & man. And if you refuse to fight your own battles, ¢
blame the fat-headed, weak-hearted Labor Parlies; blame your spincless,

Action.”” Rouse-to a sense of your own respousitilities. If you are a

*‘Shortages,” or “‘Droughts."
the lines of transportation
Q0D out-—of

What will a strike mean to you? It will mean that the stdrage space
_ will soan be used up, and then the masters will have to sell to you or let
it is’n Man’s way out. It is for MEN, and not * he food rot. There will be a tremendou3 supply, it will be greater than
this . 1pe demand; and -then-pricos—will fall, And surely it-is better .to striks.
and starve than to work and starve!
ted—— Fellow-workers; if ~you-are “MEN-{isten—to—the E-W. W philosophy.

verniin. Begin to take an‘interest in your own affairs. Refuse ta be bulldozed hy
opportunist politicians. ‘Refuse to be traitors to your country, by helping
tl}:ta big traitors to send the products to other countries. Take ''Direct

race

Get-tip-off your knees! Don’t be traitors-to your country! Don't scab
on the wives and innocent children of the men who
and iho are to-day starving because you are sending their food away 2

have died at the fron*.
4

Fellow-workers, the matter is in your own hands. Blame no one. *
have the power to make your own, terms. Organisation and collective actin:

TOM BARKER.
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Our Kind
—0
Meat, owing Lo its high price, is
becoming a scarce article of diet on
the workers' table; margarine taking
the place’ of butter, and dripping
is becoming a common article of pur-
chase, to supplement the dry bread
of the puor; A certainty of a riss in
the price of sugar, syrup, jam, etc.,
affords every indication that by the
end of the year, the diet of the Aus-’
fralinn ‘worker=:: 1. be-the same -as
that ol the worst paid and worst fed
of the European workers; aud it is
o weruniy that, if control of our
b oo suppites is left 1o the bands of
the capitubists and their hired. pup-
pets, Lthe puliticians, the Australian
worder will never again  reach tle
standard of living that permitted the
proper  feéding of themselves amd
vamndies —if such n standard  ever
-existed,

The question of inding a cheaper
food for the worker, so.long die-
cussed, will have been answered, and
the war and drought afforded a pre-
text for foreing it upon us. The ad.
vantages of restricting the worker 1,
a cheap, limited and devitalising rﬁ;‘%

v cae cap Llist, enormous. The
two chief advautnges are: firstly,
the sapping effect of such a diet on
the ambiticus and dangerous rebel-
lious tendencies of the oppressed;
secondly, the almost unlimited pro-
fits to be extracted from the fabor
of millions of obedient slaves.- The
removal of any dread of their slaves
—evolting, with an unlimited supply
of cheap, obedienl workers, without
ambition otker than to serve, would
furnish for the capitalist, ideal so-
cial conditions; and we may be cer-
tain that they will do their worst
Lo bring them about, *

be some who - think
1se for alarm at the
ons of the advance
tic  schemes for onur
ment,  But to those
who iave studiad the evidence pro-
ving the existence of capitalistic
plans for the complete enslavement of
the world's workers, the cry of the
wolf will seem in no way premature.
That ovur future“is beidig studied,
and the means of education care-
fully  manipulated, can easily be
shown.

There may
there is no e
present indie
of the capital
further ensla

In any picture show before a film,
illastrating phases in our socidlglife
is exhibited, there is thrown upon
the sereen an announcement to the
effect that what is to follow has pass-
ed the British Board of Censors.
What & care for our morality ? What
a desire to see us educated in the
way they would have us go, shown
by those who permit the existence
of slums, brothels, and the sweating
that praduces all social evils. So
well are the capitalistic schemes laid
and carried inte execution, that no-
thing but combined and direct action
on the part of the workers can pre-
vent the success of our exploiiers’

diabolical .intentions. Orgamsing on_

I.W.W. lines is our only means of
protection, so let all workers rally
to the only union that holds ov'
hope of defeating the ravening wolves
of capitalism.—J.E.J.

In China, the favourite working class
cain worth  about 1/80th of one

—penng.._ The Rgitish American Tobacea

Conipany, well-kuown jn Anustralia, sells
a packet of 28 cigarettes there for one
penny. In  “democratic’” Australia
(famous for Rilly Hughes) the cempany
charges 3d. for B cigarettes, The Vac<
unm (] Campany in China charges 43d
for a lamp which would cost 5. in Aus-

, traba,  Now what about the underpaid
Chineso  worker, Mr. AW.U.? (J,
Sweeny). :

- » *

A thousand subs. means a weekly
* Dvirret Action.” . v

Masteré. .
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Obituary.

By the last mail from the Far East,
wo received the sad information that
Comrade  Si of the Chinese Anar-
chist Communist group, and cditor of
the Chinese-Esperantist paper, "La
Yoco de L'Popole,” has passed away in
Shanghai haospital.

5

Comparatively affluent w his ecarlier
days, his revolutionary and advanced
ideas reduced, him to poverty, and s
work ~ for 'international working class
understanding and the dangers attach-
ed to a revelutionist's life in China,
shattered his health, and he developed
eonsumption.

Being practically penniless, and the
movement being financially embarrass-
ed, he was obliged to go into the lowe
est. grade sectipn of the Shanghai hos-
pital. In that grade, the docters pay
but hittle attention to the poorer pa-
ticnts, and in a few short wecks Sifo
passed away.

Comrade Sife was probably the first
revolutionist to place before the Chin-
ese workers the pringd of -t Ludus-
trin] Workers of the World. Although
an expounent of ideas that belonged es-
sentially to the pre-industrial era, when
le e in contact with the modern
idead and principles of the LW.W.; and
foresceing the vast inevitable commer-
cinlism of China, he in conjunction with
Fellow Worker Yin, of Rangoon, de-
vated much room in their Sharghai
and Rangoon journals to the transla-
tions of [.LW.W. literature, which may
be rightly claimed to be the first sys-
tematic attempt to place before the
workers of Asia, the principles and tac
ties-of- the- One Big Union,

8ife had & wonderfully adventurous
carcer, and on several occasions a
price was put on his head by tho Man-
chus and the Government.

In the struggle with the Manchus he

lost an arm. He was hated and feared At Pre‘wﬂt I.hey do not seem to rea- _

Bﬁsbane DOii;gs.

Splendid 1

¢ pr i are
being held here, lm'.ui signa of awaken-
ed interest are manifest More and,

.more, as we s¢e the concentration of

¥ capital nnd the trustificaton of buai-

ness going *on- around .us, are we con-
vinced of tha inadequacy of craft un.
ion organisation and methods.  The
gates of morning are lifting to Indus-
trial Unionism, and the coming of in-
dustrial democracy.

Fellow Worker Birch lectured on
Sunday evening in the ball on various
“isms;"" and among others touched on
Socialism, Communism, Anarchism, and
Industrinl Unionism. The lecture was
well received, and provoked lively dis-
cussion"and argument.

An invitation hes been received from
the local branch of the A.8.P. to de-
bate the ever-burning topic of Parlia-
mentary versus non-Parlinmentary ac-
tion. Comrade Gordon Brown has been
chosen to champion the ParliliMentar-
ians, and at our next business meect-
ing we hope to select a feeman worthy

_ of his steel.

‘Wea have been wishful to change our
mid-week  open-air propaganda meet-
ing to Friday evening, but the powers
that be will not allow the use of the
site.  We ‘hope, however, scon to find
a suitable location where we can deliver
the “real goods.

Our secretary-treasurer has written

to Fellow Worker King with a view to
obtamning his help to put this local on
a good sound footing,
- F. W. Bryan has “blown in" to
Local No. 7, and is rendering splen-
did aid in putting the industrial posi-
tion before the publie.

Last Saturday's propaganda mest-
ing in Tank-strest was attended by a
good-sized crowd, which listened
with great attention to an outline
of the One Big Union, as delivered
by various speakers. At the close of
the meeting several questions show-
ed that our propaganda is beginning
surely to tell.

On Sunday evening Fellow-worker
Madors delivered a lecture in the
hall on ‘'Industrial Unionism. *
There was a good attendance, which
included several prominent Socialists.
The speaker outlined the structure
and methods of Industrial Uniens,
and gave many ‘‘striking’’ instances
of the failure of present methods of
craft organisation. The usel

- Sawlvers.:
Dedicated to the W.EA.

“His pink fingers are so pretiy,

And he has a bright and witty
Lofty brow! .
Seoms to think that we are slight-

ing . ol
All the wrongs we're really right-

ing ) i
And that he does all the fighting—
Telling how.

In his condescending manner
He adopts the worker's banner
A'nd hisown ;

He descands into our gutter,

A3 we sweat for bread and butter,
Saying things we COULD NOT
utter, .

All alone.

While we work, he does the grunt.

ing, S
Alwayf he for glory hunting,

. Large or smhll. .
Has fhere been a rowI—he led it
Some wise word }—old High-Brow

said it, i .
And ho always hogs the credit
For it-all,

When we speak it is with terrer,
Lest an inadvertant error,
He detect.
Count the foibles he abolished,
All the gods he has demolished—
And his language-is 8O polished
And correct!

Yot I'm sure our friend so scathing;
Loves our movement—as a play-
thing,
New and rare.
He delights to solve each puzzle,
That our common brains befuzzle,
And to pry his yellow muzrle,
Everywhere,

Wo rejoice that he can love us

From the windy realms above us,
Where he flies. .

We poor dubs would never doubt

him—

Not a single thing about him—

But how canwe live without bim
When he dies?

RALPH CHAPLIN in “‘Solidarity’"

to the workers of the Parliamentary
machine received special emphasis.
The lecture had to reply to a rapid
cross-fire of questions, and F.W.
Chairman Birch had all his work cuc
out in allotting time to would-be
participants in dsbate. Fellow-work-
er Madors is to be congratulated on
his excellent address, and Local No.
7 hopes to have an early opportumty
of hearing him again. A collection
was taken for expenses.

Qur great need in- Brisbane just
now is speakers well acquainted with
the movement, able to get down to
“*bedrock,"” and lay a solid founda-
tien for the group of locals we bope
soon to see organised in 1his city.
A visit ab the present time from ono
of our *'stalwarts’” would be a great
enconragamant and inseative tu lbe
younger members of the local, among
whom we have several showing great
Frnm:im of developing speaking abi-
ity.

{t is a pity that we have no wf-
portunity of holding Sunday open-
air propaganda meetings. The Balva-
tion Army and other religisvs bodits
can command any street in the city;
but industrialists. are relegated to
side streets on week dvenings, ond
denied all streets on Sunday. This is
a great reflection on the ' Lahor”
Party, so-called, now in ‘‘power;’’
which claimp to represent the work-
ers, and yet allow industrialists te
be turned down in this bare-faced
manner. It is to be hoped that such
an anomalous state of affairs may
speadily rectified. .We wonder when
workers of Brisbane will awaken to
their responsibility in this matter.

by the nsing schoal of orthodox So-  lise that an injury to one is an in-

cialist politicians, who never missed an

jury to all. If they allow the ad-

————opportuity. to-libol-him.—.Nevertheless, sance.guard of ths industrial move.

it is menf of the type of Sifo, virile,
energetic, enthusinstic, and fearless
who are the vefy salt of the revelu-
tionary movement.

May a hondred thousand Gifos |arise
where one has fallen, and carry on the

banner of the advanceguard oE_:]m
world’s working®lass armies to im-

mediata achievement, and to ultimate
world-wide rocinl transformation.

“Workers of all countries, unite;
you have nothing- to lose but your
- chains, you have n world to gain.”

ment to be put down, the time will
soon come when they themselves, as
reactionaries, will {e hounded, in
the same autocratic manner.
Wednesday'sy meeting in Tank-
street opened with a song: ““Tramp,
Tramp, Tramp, the Boys are March-
ing.'” This speedily drewthe nucleus
of* a crowd, and Fellow-worker
Henry, in fine form, soon received
an inquiry as to “'how'” we were go-
ing to do “'it,”’ the latter word re-
. presenting  the construction of the
new society within the shell of-the

FREMANTLE.

Arrival of Organiser Reeves. '

Arriving safe und sound, Fellow
Worker Reeves was not long getting
into harness. Equipped with 18 “Direct
Actions” he made a raid on the fire
men's and trimmers’ mess room of the
Katoomba, and there handed uut the
dope.  The half hour talk, howaver,
might have proved abortive if oro gar-
rulous Insh bonehead had had his
way, beenuse he continually interrupt-
ed the speaker with such inane fe-
marks as follows:—“Damned agita-
tors,”” “Ought to be put off the boat,”
“What good do you do us?’ ete., but
the boys of the Katcomba are mada-
of good material, and speedily put an
wnd to the remarks of the vociferous
slave, and, taking things all round, a
great impression was made.

In the afterncon Fellow Worker
Reeves was bid ‘“Good-bye'’ by a few
of the loeal boys, and then he entrain-
od for Boulder. Best wishes to boys.—
JEFFERY.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

-

To Direct Action is 2s, per year,
within Australia; New Zealand 3s. ;
and foreign, 4s. Buadles, 9d. per
dozen posted.

old, with all that.that means.
Several deluded defenders of capi-
talism wanted to knew what we

‘could do without the capitalist, and
.acomed _te think that the '‘boss’’

kept the capitalist, instead of it be-
ing the other way around. When the
meeting closed at ten o'clock, some
forty or so were left arguing the
question. This is a good sign. When
the . workers begin to think and
reason for themselves there iz a
chance that they may get the prick-
ly pear of prejudice out of their
minds.
Glad to seo nny Sydney fellow work-
era up this way. .
Yours for the 0.B.U.,
: ,- A. E. BROWN, Cor, Bec.

ThePrawblem  Alpne, N.5. W, Wooden Linh

¢ The LW.W. i:unc.h aro domng good
work round this part of the world. We
have just had ‘a visit from an organis-

er of the R.W, and G.L. Unidn, -and
it was-the fun of the -world. Talk-
about logic!

To' what extent tho navvies are de-
luded by their officials was plamly evi-.
denced last Sunday. After an haran-
-gue of over, an hour, during which he
eulogised the conditions we had gained,
and the conditions under which we
worked, the organiser wound up by

paying o tribute to the officials of the

R.W. and G.L. Union for" the interest -
‘they took in looking after the welfare
of the navvy. It wos soft soap, and
no mistake. :

He did not, in one instance, attempt
to educate his audienco to their posi-
tion, nor show how to get beiter con-
ditions for them. :

After a lot of palaver, questions were
called for. F. W. McCue nsked several
important questions, but the 9f£ﬂﬂi§"-"
was plainly in & quagmire, from which
he could not extricate himself. He
seomed 'quite amazed at the questions.
which indicated that he knew very
little of the working class and their
position.

After McCue put more questions, the
chairman came to the rescue, and &
that they must not nsk questions, since
it was not often they had the ‘“plea-
sure’ of the organiser’s company.

The climax came, when in ‘hnswer to
a gnestion as to when the *Labor
Daily" was to come out, the orgamiser
said thot 1t depended entirely on the
capitalists, as tho workers could not
run their paper on  “business lines’
without ndvertisements. “To be a &
cess,”! he smd, “we must, of necessity,
ndver the capitalist.” He made o
mess of himself, for immediately came a
chorus ‘of questions as to whether such
a paper could function in the interests
of both the workers and capitalists. No
doubt sbout it, the workers are beginn-
ing to take a tumble.

After the uproar subsided, the secre-
tary got entangled in an argument with
one of our boys, and he, alse, was seen
floundering about in a hopeless condi-
tion. He¢ denounced industrial organ-
isation at ene time, and then contin-
uallp” prated  on “Human Nature,”
“Méral Suasion,” ete., but notwith-
stagding the dramatic
adopted 1t was plainly evidenced thu
he was nowhere, :

The meeting, in fact, turned into a
debate between these two, and it was
plain evidence of the result, that num.
erons enquirics ore being mode as to
what the 1.W.W. 15, and we are also
being continually for literature and
“'Direct Actions.”

This meeting yesterday has certainly
benefited the I.W.W., as it has started
the slaves thinking. They are beginn-
ing to see the futility of craft union-
ism, and are eagerly looking forward
to the One Big Union, which has as iis
objective “‘the abolition of the wage
system.”  They are plainly getting full
up of Arbitration Courts; and want
mote direct means of settling
their grievances, and getting better
litivus,

We are sowing the seeds of discon-
tent here, and it is already beginning
to bear fruit, as we are gotting con-
tinuous enquirics  for literature and
“Direct Actions,’ Sabotago is also be-
ginning to be understood.

There is good seil here for a speak-
er, with whose aid we could get rid
-of more literature,

As a result of the argument batween

somo

the District Secretary and F. W.
Mc_Cue, & dabate is to eventuate,
which will be the means, of opening

the eyes of the workers to their class -
position,

W.M.

“‘Consistency is the refuga of a fool,"
says Winsten Churchill. This would
serve for an admirnble motto for & pro-
minent local -Socialist who debated an
LW.W. speaker some time ago, and in-
his address claimed that legislation had
acegm lished something for the work-

ar.” A fortnight ago, in a debate with
tspeakers. from the Liberal Party, he
claimed the legislation had accomplish-
ed nothing for the worker. Both of
which we presume are correct from a
politicians standpoint,
L] *

A
Tn forwarding 5a. for himself, \and
10s. for F. W. Hehir to meet any de- «
ficiency of the May Day issue, Fellow
" Worker Jim Sullivan, of Waiuta, N.Z.,
compliments the organisation on the
paper. Glad to hear that it is appre-
cinted, and hope_even to do hetter.

attitude he -

- system- by pushing ‘‘Direct,

A_Business Proposition,
-(By Magsage.) i

Being up againstthis rotten comme
itive  system, always “trying tom
eds_meot, Which at times in very
fieult to achieve, I wish to notify 4|
turned soldiers that 1 will manuiaey,
wooden legs and arms at o damlled.ui[
price. ;

Having n nice factory (well
«d) at Waterloo, I appeal to the
of our dear country, and annonmg |
glorious proposition, as I know vopg |
appreciate this intrigue. m'g

So shout hurrah for-Australian ng.\,'f
prise, you patriotic bonehead 1pitjiy
and preachers of loud-monthel g
ism. I throw this offer open to |
members. _ Each to work and sy
aliks, We'lt trade under the nans
the LW W. Wooden Limb Manof.
turers. :

There atd no obstacles 1n the wayy,
preventing  us from making wooly
heads. If a wooden napper was pl
on a soldier, why, he wonld never miy|
his real old head. Each leg turned o
at our factory will be tastefully decorst
¢d by having the Union Jaek or il
Belgium -flag .painted on the knee uf
the photo of George Wettin undernesth
the heol.

Now I am quito confident that th!
hmsterous anthorities arce sure to send
their orders to Germany for this com-
modity, because they supply the word
with artificial limbs.  We'll have b
fight like partienlar hell against (b
authorities, and demnnd that they gg
all the orders to Australinn  maken
I'm getting quite tired of waiting fu|
those to return. Having visited all the.
mail boats. -but alas, no returned o |
ples on board. Two-legged men arens|
good to me.

Oh! How I despise them. Nox
who the most intelligent? The
shirker, or the silly intrepid soldier]
who returns home minus a leg or am
only to give me, o capitalist Jesuf,
good business.

I now make a perspicuons offer
all politicinns, clergymen and capital
ists of Australia. I'm quite preparel
to make you limbs free of charge, and
give accommodation to the first tweln’
who return home wounded at my res
dence irrespective of their political o
religions opinions.

Archbishop Kelly, come forward, and
have wour limbs measured. Go like
hell to the front and fight in God's
holy war, jovially stick n bayonet inta
some German Catholic, then shodt bor
rah for Churchiamty?

Do this at once, or in the name of
Christ close wvour succulent lips for
ever, Amenl|

To the St. Andrew’s Cathedral par-
asite, ditto. To every bloated boor
peoisie, unserupulous, tyranpical, blood-
heunds, betrayers of the working.cless,
1 say ditto.

ipp.

is

ORGANISATION NOTES.
—0

Subscribers to '“Direct Action’ are
requested to notily this. office of nor-
delivery of their papers. Of late, com-
plaints have been ireguent, esprviaiy
on railway and conmstruction works,
the non-delivers of the paper. We
should like to impress on subscriben
that the greatest caro is takea 1n the
despateh of papers, and that irregolsr-
ities are due to neglect during t@sr
ssion,  Notification of non-delivefy
will be gmmediately sent on to the res
ponsible authorities.

* * + :

From New Zealand wo have recei
ed a demand for an 1.W.W. speaker 1o
hold meetings, and to help placied the
movement in that country on a mire
satisfactory and tangible hasis. Christ-
church, Wellington and Auckland woad
be nll the better for a visit, ond o
the mining camps. Wo shall do "
hest, although we have all our spelh'
engaged hete, to get some one aver. s
the meantime let the boys get 0B ™
the job and other prapu%unds.

*

F. W. Jackson bus met with a K+
back in Townsville, ‘the authoritel:
having forbidden  street .S §
Thiywill et &wirolo-bellyful-of 1t
kind of “Freedom” one of these. 5

F. W. King is at present ymrkmiw
an inter-State boat. 'Hez‘:wﬂ.'i Pﬂs"m~
bo back in Sydney within the
month. 3 = =

3 -

& " ]

What is the 1. W. Wp Sed i

for a parcel of literature and
out. t

Fellow-workers, take & eick "',‘,5.
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Listof Loals  Bedcord’s Bloomers. -
. : Australia. Ve g e

=
By B. H. Williams in “Solidarity."" i

1o greab war in kiurope seems to be tearing up ihings in general,
ugl 8,016 SUCH IUALEIIAL 4nd LAugiole oDjects us Busitiiugs, swps, forws ana
huingn Deiugs, DUL-ALE0 such HUSLLACL DUmAl qualitles as “Suk moralLy
ior exawple.  ATBDY BULSOWINE- SLOMEs O “'a@roclies’” comunilied upou
woilel Ly SOIAIers uave Deen réated wgie and again in accouuls of cors
responueuls from e war centkes ; but here 13 sOwetnlng diliereut, as told
Uy & LOUUON CUrespuldent 0. Lhe American, piess. e says 1o Part:—

A SpeCHal Cedsus recenty ordered by tbe Guverwment - revegls the
StArliiug 14t LOAL LUCTS 818 “4U,Uuy uLmarried women i Eiigiand alone

_ Wue are Lo becoule Inotilers. ‘Lhere are thousands of womeh 1 Franee in

Lo $4106 COLILION, 4nd Lue cnambar of deputles 1s trywug to decids what

. shall be aone lor them and lor theiwr bavies—irylug to aeciao whetner these
war babies shall be legitimatised, Germany apd Mussis also tace the same
situation. : 0

A peculiar psychological feature is that, despite the public acknow-
mdgmwlb oI LJm graviyy ol ihe problem, young women and girls, instead
gl Laking nedd or the warmug, are more aitracted to. the soldiers than
velore. 'Lespite Lhe eltorts of tue authorities Lo prevent them, women and
girts Hock to the Luge camps in kngland. ‘L'ye shme is irue when the
arinics are vu the march. Women rrom the towns and villages through
which the troops pass, wrought up to a high piteh of emotionahsm by the
war, follow the troops lor ‘miles, ‘ilauy try to disguise themselves in men's
ciobbing in order to e allowed to keep up with the soldiers. Army doctors,
studying the situation closely, say tnat vast nuinters of girls are under
the wnuence of a gpecies ot hysteria. And there is another side to tiw
problem. kven & graver and more painful side. A large proportion of the
girls.who have been victimised are bardly out of their teens—uzirls of niteen
atd sisteen, Many of them are proud of what in other times would' be to
their grievous shame.”’

- %, % ' o

1t has often been contended by psycliclagiis that ﬁ#r,(:-]‘l'ﬁut:s eio-
tionalistn © Las its basis in the sexual msuner, and generally acts as a
sort ol safety valve for the latier. But war, being “‘vorn of uhe devil,”
appear to give birth to emotionalism of a sumilar character, -but without
uny salewy valve. Liers we see wowen, “under ths intlluence of a spocied
of niysteria’’ brougiit on Ly Lhe super-excitement of war conwitions, giving
irew rein Lo LBeIr sexusl passions, All restraining fears seem to have
vanistied tor the Lme Loy, and civibised woinan acis as & “'free agcnt‘
u the tispesal of ber owu body. Laws, customs, ethicai instruction, and
other restranming inbuences sre overwnelmed by the * cria’’ that has
developed i counection with the war, Note the term, ° ilised woman. '’
Lhis 15 not a veturn to barbarism, as many writers are so fond of saying.
Barcanan women, if we are to take the word of thoss who have handed
dewn Lo us their observations along tiys hwe,, do not act in this manner.
buing wt all umes normal o their sexual litg, Lhey are noy given to
eXvesses or 10 sudden outbursls op sex emotionalism, Civilisation, on the
etwr hand, imposes all kinds of restraiuts upon a nuormai, healiby sexual
hte tor women. Haviug deprived her of the right of the disposak of her

+ bouy, exeept under boud usually of the most exacting character, 1t has put
a prenium upon all the pessible misery, shame, disease, crime and other
evis that How from ‘‘clandestme relatwouships™ between the sexes, Either
that, or civilisation imposes upon women the mentaily aud physicaliy
demoralising alternative of no sex experience whatsoever.

Now comes war, with its intensined forms of expressing lLuman
instinets, and throws off the hideous mask of civilisation. All the accumu-
fated pressure of centuries bursts its bonds, and since abnormal restraint
las veen the rule, abnormal license takes its placs. Woman is “‘free’” ouce
moro; and, like the bird born and reared in a cage, knows not how to
avoud trouble for herself. Seized by u “Species of hysteria,’” as the doctors
call it, but which is “enly a reaction from excessive restraint, or from
perverted instinets, civilised woman in the war districts goes Lo the logieal
citreme of her sexual life.  Aud to make maiters worse, Lhe various
governments (that is, the agents of the ruling classes) of the warring
Europzan countries, propose o ‘“‘legitimatise’’ the children born of tlus
“hysteria,” In other words, they propose to restore these wayward birds
to their *‘gilded cages’’ without giving them or their progeny the benefit
ol their. experiences. Lefl to themselves they might: lsarn Lo hate a so-called
civilisation that could briug them to such a pass, sud to use their in-
lluence later towards its overthrow. But the cunning masters propose Lo
forestall such a possibility with the legal fiction of “‘legitimacy,” “Qut-
casts'’ will be transformed by law into i 2

-

“‘heroines of war.

»

The hideousness of ‘‘civilisation”’ thus stands naked before every in-
telligent, observer. Instead of intelligence:and a dissemination of sound
knowledge on matters of sex; instead of trying to beget a healthy, normal
attitude towards sox relationships; it would retain all the hideous night-
mare conceived of ignorance and perversion that has made life miserable
for male and female alike since the dawn of civilised life. Contrast that
picture with the ideal of a free society, wherein woman shall be the

o and sovial squal of mau; free to direct her own sex life. aidéd
from childhood by a thorough knowledge of sex functions. Can we not
well understand that both the misery of enforced celibacy and the ravaging
evils of promiscuity would alike disappear or be reduced to a minimum.
Nothing ¢ould be found more jmpelling than this situation revealed so clear-
ly by the war of Europe, to nerve the rcvulutiynist to strike persistently at
the Beast of Capitalism. With ilgrushing weight upon the breast, and its
foul breath in the face of woman, fhe Beast would hold back mankind from its
h-.-ritage, not the least portion of which is the right to be born of intellig-
ence and freedom, rather than of Lhe bonded ignorance of peats, or the
hysteria of war,

>,
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AN ARISTOCRATIC PANIC.

]n'nll recent issues of the capi-
-telistic press thers are printed state-
ments made by the squealing para-
sites that infest the British nation.
Most of the titled frauds, who draw
incomes that would be better spent
on pig raising, are frantic in their
demands that every- woaker, willing
or nat, should be ferced to the front,
Obviously for mo_other reason than
to defend these thicving reptiles,

would mean their reduction to the
level of society cecupied. by the con-
fidence men and spielers who have
been less successful-in their rzids-on
the workers, who are at present the
victima of the titled humbugs, who
are trembling at the thought of
downfall and howling for the slaugh-
ter of all the workers, if necessary,
in their defence.—J.E.J.

SUBBCRIPTION BLANK
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Adelpide Local “No. 1: Secretary-
‘L'reasurer; S. G. Drummond, 43
Charles-street, Unley; Adelzide:
S.A. = b . :

Sydney - Local” No. 2: Secretary
Treasurer, . ]. Attreed, 330 Cas-,
tlereagh-street, Sydaey, N.5.W.

Broken Hill Local No. 3: Secretary-
Treasurer, E. i%iely, Palace
Buildings, Sulphide-street, Bro-
ken Hill, N.S.W.

Port Piric Local No. ¢: Secretary-
Treasurer, G. Kiepert, Florence.
street, Port Pirie, S.A. .

Fremantle” Local, No. 5, Secretary-
Treasurer, -N, Jefirey,—~47 Belliue

. —Terrace, Fremantle, W.A. i

Boulder Local No. 6, Secrotary, Trea-

surer, E. Christensen, Lane Streat,
Boulder, W.A,
Brisbgne Local No,.Z. Secrctary, Trea-

surer, F.. A, Raisen, *“Mimi,"* Cribb.

Street, Milton, Brisbane, Q.
Melbourne Local No. 8, Secrotary, Trea-
surer, N. Ranewe, 26 Gladstons
Street, Northeote, Melbourne, V.
Tattenham Local “No., 9, Secretary,
Treasurer; . A. 8. Grabam, Umang
LS, Tolygehe a0 ST
N.Z LOCALS.
Auckland Local No. 1: GI Phillips,
Secy. Treasurer, Kings Cham-
bers, Queen-8t., Auckland,
Christchurch Local No..2: E. Kear,
Seey. Treasurer, Madras St.,
Christchurch.
Wellington Local No. §:
Wrixon,
¢fo P. Josephs, 2 Willis-street,
Wellingten, N.Z.

H. F

Hey! Navvy!

AN ELECTRIC ELEVATING
MAGHINE.

of being the first in  the
Domumwn to introduce an electrie clay
excavator belongs to Messrs, C. A, and
W. Siel, of Duvedin, A demonstra-
ton ot the working of the machiue was
Bwen at the nr's quarry,  Forbury-
road, on  Wednesday ot fast weck,
when there was, a large attendance ot
arciutects, eogineers, and others pro-
sent.  Bhovels of a somewhat siml
sort were used to  dig the Punuma
Canal, but ts machine that the Mes-
srs. Sliel have imported iy of the very
latest .type, only recently designed by
the Thew Automatic Shovel Company,
of America. In all previous mackines
several engines or motors have beei
used, but in this machine all the opera-
tions of heisting, swinging crowding,
and travelling are controlled by means
of frietions trom a single electric mo-
tor, The “Evemng Star,” describing
this wunderful machine, says it locks
like a but crune from beneath the jib
ot which works a thrusting arm  like
the neck of a colossal snake. The sim-
ile scems to swmt. Imagine this mon-
ster snuke  with a head like a great
dredge bucket, with projecting steol
teeth, and let the fancy picture the
mammaoth reptile shortening and length-
g its neck, and smelling for  the
at which to strike, and you have
the maching us it is in action. As work-
et yeste , it hit  shghtly into the
clay surface, eating s shade down-
wards 8t every thrust, then pushed
forward till the Dbucket was full, and
then with an upward movement ripped
awny mouthfuls of the face to the sur-
face. It was amazing to se¢ one
contralling  all these motion,
note that it kept two |
going. We were told that
crato r a face of 60 feet in wid!
“and of heoight, and that it may ba
used to Mg 4ft. helow its rails and thus
start a_new face. The problem at the
works now is not how to pget enough
clay to the tip, hut haw to keep tho tip

The eredu

" clear.

Mr. C. A. Shiel, in returning’' thanks
on behalf of tht firm, said that the

Secretary-Treasurer, .

Under the caption “‘On the Scrap-heap,”’ the '‘Builetin," 29/4/15,
devotes more than two columns to a passionate plea for more popula-
tion. A registry-office proprietor calling himself ‘Randolph Bedcord is '
tho writer. : g

Alarmed apparently”at the. falling-off in his" business—the pepple
who seek work per ‘meaium of registry offices; having nearly nll’ gone "
ta the war—Beacord howls frantically for a further supply of ‘cheap . -,
and docile labor, Alter relerring admirably to the methods adopted by
the ruling class of the Middlé Ages in dealing with recalcitrant workers,
and 1uciventally deploring the advance of sanitary science—presumably -
because it makes the upkeep of the working animal-more expensive, and
enables the weak or delicale worker to cling to life 4 while longer— .
Bedcord proceeds to rake Europe with a.fine toolh-comb in search of <o
a’'suitably servila class of labor. :

Yasung over Scandinavia, Denmark, Great Britain, and Frauce,
where people are infested- with the idea that '‘Jack is as good as his
Ingster,”” and have been dabbling, dilletante-fashion, with the dangerous
doctsines of Commumsm and Socialism, he hastily dismisses the Mon- -~
tensgring “because they are siill self-separated by the clan idea,' and .-
*“belieye a thing to be well done if they do it themselves.””

‘‘Self-separated” is distinctly good. Beivg apparently Communists
who beieve m direct action, and reckon that an lnjury to one is the
concern of the clan or commuune, and being, moreover, ‘'seli-separated,’’
which means that they refuse Lo deliver,up the fruits of their labor to
the class itandolph represents, he says, *“Lhey would Te of little value
to Australia.” Hm! "

_ “Xet,"" he wsists, "'for tht millions that Australia wants, we musb
—consistently with our pelicy of taking culy the best—look to Western
Europe.” And he wanders across te ltaly, and whoops delightedly when
he reaches the ﬂ!‘)unma. “‘Here they are,’” he shouts gleefully; “l"vg
3 E-Overjoysd-2ar = sbo.is_forlornly rummaging
n Sunday morning and uncxpectedly dlgecovers a bottle

ine, simple, frugai, honest men, and beantiul women, and thess .
we waut as much for their beauty and kindliness as for their qualities
of courtesy and sell-abnegation.  More than any other” people in the
world have they inherited the miracle of self-restraint; better than any
other peopls have thuy learned to do without things gracefully. A man
will keep-a wife and six chuildren, and the old grandmother to nurse the
newest oy, on BE1GHL SUALLINGS A WEBEK, and keep his dignity.
Lie eveu nas & cup of red vincgar—alias wing—and he and bis wife
wurn oul ot tueir ved Lo corn-cob tassels in bonor of the puest.'
Randolpa ulso, qu.il.u uunecessariy, assures us that “(lmy never waste
a peuny.”’ what a humorless variet 1t 1s. Much more praise is ladled out:

s, A woman and a cow are yoked to the plough’’; **You meet little lioys

ond girls carrying heavy burdens'; and “'beauty takes off its boots
when 1t comes 10 stony ways'' (@ roving eye hath Randolph), '‘because
Loots wear out and feot do not."

landolph aiso noies that young and desirable maideus *'mix manure
and pack 1v to the hields in greav baskets.” Also that the death-rate
13 34 per 10UV, because the nursing mother is poorly neurished and
shametuily overworked, ‘'that her milk drics carly aud the loothless
cluld is fed on chestnuts and a Litdde polenta on Sundays.'*

lle then enthuses over “vne of the most beautiful women in the
worlil"—Raudolph, Randolph, that roving eye of thine will yet prove
thy undeing—""who walked seveu miles Lo work every morning, shovelled
rock for ten hours, and walked home at night.'' The Bedcord person
mourns exceedingly because we have not a few millions of these *‘frugal
industrious souls " in Australia. The Saiuts preserve us! it

Even though open eoufession is good for the soul, it is positively
indecent of this Bedcord to vpeuly boast of the gay time he had among
these trugal, industrious nen and beautiful, kinaly women—I am allow-
ing for une ferment i Raudoiphs mind caused by the frequent sight
ot young ladies purtialy undressing themselves in publie—who had to
earn a erust by working Like a navvy for ten hours a day, ond walk
fourteen pules as well, would naturally look kindly on the rich Au
tralian atiord who always had gold in ms pocket, and 1t is ﬂllreﬂiﬂﬂ&h?;
Lo surmise that observant beauty “‘comiug to stony ways'' permitted sly
1 live vye of the suscepuble Randolph; or that
great baSkels'' of manure should view with
an indulgent eye the iliustrious Australian, whese well-lined purse pro-
mises surcease from their bestial burdens|

And presuming that, eveu in that delectable country, Nature, as
usual, works maliciously and blindly, indifferent to ecclesiastic approval,
the incdnvenicut consequences could be safely loft. to the care of the old
grandmother, and the dietary rigors of the chestnuts and polonta.

Why, oh why, did Randolph leave that delightwl land—surely a
paradise to one with such guamt conceptions of virile manhood and
womanly virtues—and inflict  himseli on this long-suffering country,
whore the people are discourteous enough to prefer horses to women
when ploughs and cther heavy objects must bo hauled about. Where
the churlish worker r =t L L o it of bed sud sivep on the
floor to oblige "auy casual ruling-class parasite: where the maidens

{Continued on page 4). B

The I.W.W. Preamble.

‘I'he working class and the employing class have nothing in common.
I'here can be ne peace so longies hunger and want are found among mil-
lions of working people, and the few who make up the employing class
have all the good things of life.

Between these two classes a struggle must go on until the workers of
the world organise as a class, take possession of the earth and the ma
chinery of production, and abolish the wage system. i

_ Wo find that the contreing of the management of industries into
fewor and fewer hands makes the trade unions unable to cope with the
ever-growing power of the employing class.  The trade uniqns foster a
state of affairs which allows ome set of workers to be pitted against
another set of workers in the same industry, thereby helping to defeat
one another in wage wara.  Moreover, the trade unions aid the employ-
ing class to mislead the workers inte the belief that the working elass
have interests in common with Their amployers.

These conditions can be chanegd and the intorest of the working .

with their purchased titles and
s—stolen—wealth. - 3
The incredible meanness and

cld-blooded egotism of theso dis-
tortions of humanity must surely
soon fill every worker with disgust
and result in’ a-revolution that will
display all capitalists and the system
they Hourish under. Meanwhile, 1t
15 a pleasure to know that thess lord-
y parasites are suffering from a fear
of being robbed as unscrupulously
25 they inve robbed all others weak-
er than themselves. .

- They ‘toalise-that- German. aviccess;

For
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(Street or P.0. Box}

sarting -of such a' machine bad been
the dream of their lives. They hoped
now to be uwule to get plenty of stuff
in any weather, and not to have to
wait for & supply because the work
was disagreeable-and-difficult. The ma-
chine cost about £1300, and it would
provide the material for 20,000 bricks
at a cost of 8. 3d,, apart from wear
and tear and the operator's wages. In
the future they hoped to work the
trucking also by efeotrio energy, by
means, of trucks fitted with motors ke
these under_the_tramoars,

class upheld-only-by-an-organisation- formed-in-such = way-that-afFa—
members in any one industry,‘or in all industries if necessary. cease work
whenever a strike or lockout is on in any department thereof, thus mak
ing an injury to one an injury to all. 5
Instead of the conservative motte: ‘A fair day’'s wages for a fai1
day’s work, we must inscribe on our banner the revolutionary watchword ;
*Abolition of the wage system.”’
1t is the historic mission of the working class to do away with Cupi-
_talism. The army of production must be organised; not only for the
every-day struggle with capitalists, but also to carry on prodietion when
eapitalism shall have been overthrown. By organising industrially we
are forming the strusture of the new society within the shell of the old.




. DIRECT ACTION. -

R —

. o
: AGITATION IN MELBQURNE. d .
* Lhe trades union movement of Melbourne has Jyst lately celebrated
its GYLD elgnt-ROUTs AUNIVeTsary, . s TS :
1ne uemonsiration twok the form of a procession through the city
streels, dud marcuing Leliud gay aiid gaduy Yauners, (0 cue step ui
martial music, one bundred aund sixteen aivisions ol ihe Army ot Liabor
weinded their way tu lhe hatiton Bullaigg, wiere Lhe day terminated
* WiLh sports and specclies.
1u 18 4 starcing fact that out of the 116 unions represented, only
Vthree were enjoymg anscipii-bours day. ‘Lhe mamoers ol most trade
Qneus Lave-Lo-teil-—when tuey cin getit—almost niue hours a day, and
any Lrades hisve Lo work ten and vwelve bours for e daily bread.
ANexXL year wil segiswer Lite Gulh birthday ol the eighi-hours move-
‘ment, aud 1ur au LGS by weary years lue members ol Lne Lrades Hall
have been réjuicing. over sowething they have not gote—\What a huge
hypoerisy ! Are tucy sardonically Lumorous, or merely stupid i Will they
uever learn whal progress means |
Lhe cight-hoars inovement has become a sort of supdistition, with
lnany bone-ueaded wage-slaves, - Anyoue who wants Lo work more than
clght hours a day is a sweater, and anyone who refuses to sweal eight
hours a_day 1s & loafer and & wasler, So argues poor old Mr. Block.
‘Lruly, as the sung says, he was born by uustake, and his place is al
the bottem of the lake,
No sane man would object to work™ten or twelve hours a day if it
absolutely necessary Lo Lol that long to sustain socicty. But mem-

w

Lers of (hu LW, W, protest and object to-work-two- hours-a day while

their lubor prodices profits to keep a useless and parasitical class. An
4.W. V. man would kick against working one bour u day if he knew
that be was explotted and robbed of the results of his toil. 1f the boss
wants Iresh cdinners, pet monkeys, lap’dogs, and powdered and painted
prustitutes let m go to work ad earn the cash.

LThe L.W.W. aoes not believe in blood-suckers and parasites, so
the surest way Lo lessen the grip of the vampires is by reducing the
hours of tol. - S . i} (o

Many slaves held up their hands in holy indiguation and cried
aloud rilege ! when we dared attack thau old and venerable institu-
tion—Tlio ight-hours movement, Lrue, it is kicked into life onco every
twelve monihs, aind with bands and banners; sports-and-speeches, dinners
and drunks, raliles and robberies, it has a werry day, and then all s

~—over lur snother yea The slaves lapse back-into contentment and

guietude, and the officials inte mental siumber, and all is well with the
“knuts” at the L'rades Llall.

A thing that has beeu in existence for sixty years, like the eight-
hours n : nothing for that which it represents,
des '.,zz:.u have the death sentence pronovunced upon it, and be handed
over Lo the University for dissection. i

But oue cannot sieep for ever, and all things in the world are sub-
jeet to ehauge. Thg Labor Movement is not exempt. The rumblings can
e hieard of the approaching upheaval, The young and rebellious spirits
refuse Lo bo chained down by their leaders any longer, and are giving
exprossion Lo 1WAV, tactics.

For the last fow months the 1.W.W . has been conducting an active
agitation for a REDUCTION OF THE WORKING HOUKS. Meetings
inside and outside, on the job and off the job, have been carried on with

“greal success..

We have invaded the trenches ai the Trades' Hall, and many
mectings of trade unionists have been spoken to upon the subject. Our
-speakers have been reveived with enthusiasm, and their arguments met
with dpproval and ppplause. The questions asked, audl the discussions
indulged i by the LivE MEMBERS of the trades unious, proves that”
discontent is rife, and the time is ripe for a change. "Che young element
“is beginning to seriousty disturb the grey whiskers and bald heads who
hold plhicial positions ; but there is no cause for worry; the grand old
men of the movement’' must pass out and make way for the more virile

. #pirits, who are more fitted to do battle with the enemy—ihe master

class.. = : 1

Progress, advancement, development, are taking place with great
rapidity 1 every known' sphere of life. The “signs of the times' go to
prove that a reduction of hours is not only beneficial, but absolutely
necessary Lo the working class.

1t is a well established economic fact that shorier hours means
higher pay: it meany @tting more of what our labor produces: it means
gelting a step nearer to the complete control of industry. Less hours
meaus less unemployment, less starvation, less beggary. _A redu‘cnon
of. the working ‘hours means a reduction in the coxppe.ut:ou fn?r jobs;
therefore, better working conditions and more ecotiomic security. A
shorter work day means a longer life; more home life and less factory

drudgery: it means more comjorts and recreation, morc of the g
things leas-brutal toil witk ity dangers and - death, 2
—Tiet the boss squenl.and his satellites howl, They have always yelled

oaths of slander and abuse when Laber made & kick. They never yet
bave silently agreed to éven the most insignificant roform on behalf
of the working-class. But their vociferations are as sweet music ln the
ears of the I.W.W. It lets them know that something is deing. Let us
pay more heed to the cries of_gur wives and children; and if we try to
work it out, we will find thgf a solution will be found in a reduction
of the working hours.

Rally round, ye toilers! The I.W.W. is the thing! It can get the
goods! It is not bound and fettered, trammolied and hampered with
agrecments, awards, rules, laws, coustitutions, injunctions, etc., like
the trade unions;-but with limbs free, and head and body at liberty,
ib-is able to deliver an united punch at the master-class and their

—— gystem. Stripped of all the- shackles which hold the-trade- unions in
check, it is able to do battle with the master class in a scientific fashion.
Link up all ye who work for wages intd ONE BIG UNION OF TIIE

.. WORKING CLASS. Join a Union that fights with scientific weapons.

Mobilise around the [\V.W. and help to bring nearer-

the whistle will blow for the boss to go to work.
NORMAN RANCIE.

Bedcord’s Bloomers.

(Continued from page 3)- 4
e to remove part of their underclothing in the streef, and carry it

aloug
herite
name of smoodging ; and where iz art of “dom
fully'" is regarded by the teiler as'a mean-spirited and cowardly betrayal
of the trust placed"in him by his-women-folk and childgen, whom he

d miracle of self-restraint’’ are knowr

by the dreadful -vulgar
E-withont-things-grace-—

resolutely refuses to regard as bieings croated- for sorrow/or struggle or
self-sacrifice.>And he looks on thrift and frugality as ifnoble virtués—

- that will foed a-seven-month-cld baby on-hominy nuks—and is firmly
resolved that they will never supplant the nobler virtubs of  gencrosity
and hospitality in Sunny Australia. . - .

: And, in thename of Mike, what 4§ dignity, and how can it help
" o man to feed, clothe, and shelter a wifs, six kids, a grandmother, and

+ +

‘‘the newest baby,”" to say nothing for the ed of the young!
on eight shillings a waaﬂ Tia : i
Gao to, Randolph, go to, with thy Falstaffian appreciation of buxom

“ femininity, thy registey offics ideal of -a -man; and-thy cow.cotky con
- ception of childhoed. - e el

_ FLANEUR.

the-day—when-—halaZindccorner schome which put every ive_propaganda dodges_that can be pl

to save it from wearing oul; where salf-abnegation amd “‘the in-—

Liverpool Dockers

-—

Kng «Albert of ‘Belgium is the rich-
est monarch in  Europe. | Twelve
months' interest on his  wealth would

be sufficient to” help fifteen- millions of

his subjects to-obtain - necessaries “of

* life. The bulk of his wealth, us 15 well
known, is held in the resources of Bel-
gian Congo, notérious for the infam-
ous atrocities perpetrated on the na-
tives. . 1 &

“It would be much better if the
__Chaneellor of the Exchequer, instead
of associnting himself so much with the
Stigiinses, would go down to the coun-
try and have straight talks with work-
ing men, telling them swhut was ex-
pected of them and how they were to
do it Mr. G. Roberts tendored Mr.
Lloyd Gearge ths advice on behalf «
the Laber Party: He and-his colleagues
were prepared to assacinte ‘themselves
with any practjeal endesvour to further
the national cause Public spirit could
not ring- trueg, yet there is much to
, be done hefore Labor will pull’ together
with other sections of the community,
and=for-the absencr—of -unity of effort’
Ministers  themselves are  chiefly
Banicable, They and their agents go
abant the business in the wrong way.
You will recolleet that there was a
strike and a ca'-canny campaign at the
Liverpool docks, and that Lard Kit-
chener visited the waterside and told
the men if they did not voluntarily do
their little hit steps would be taken to
compel them to load and wnload ships
that were takig supplies to the army
an the Continent. Tho bulk -of ‘the men
were greatly impressed by the War
Secretary's  representations, and Lord
Derly. as spokesman for the War Of-
fice, arvived on the scane with a schente
‘tn ereate . Dockers’ Battalion, hy
which the men woukl become veritable
soldiers of industry, wear khaki, and
still receive the current union rate of
wage. This scheme was submitted in
scerecy to the executive of the Dockers'
Union, approved by it, and enlistment

began at once.

DOCKERS, ALLEGE TRICKERY.

Nothing was publicly done to nc-
quaint the men with the full effect of
the exchange from corduroys to khaki.
A thousand of them Rastened to get in-
to a military, uniform, and then discov-
ered for the first time that they had
mads themselves  subject to the rigid
discipline af the army. They thought
that they were gowng to play ant being
sokliors, and that the iden was that
“wearing the countrs’s cloth they would
behave themselves better. They were
aghast when they learnt that a few of
their riumber, falling awny from gruce,
had been treated with military abrupt-
ness. When the experience of these
men became known recruiting instant-
ly dried up. Lord Derby, never per-
sona grata with the workers, because,
a very wealthy man, his private inter-
ests have often clashed with aggressive
unionism, went to Liverpool to stimu-
late cnlistment, and to assure the men
that none but unignists would be en-
rafled, and' that xﬂiuniam would be
scrupulously honered.  The  hall in
which he was to spealt ™ was crowded
with dockers. He never got past his
opeming sentence, The men yelled him
into gilence, and he angrily left the
platforni. The loeal party press - declar-
edd that enly 20 per cent. of the audi-
ence crented the disturbance. A very
sober-minded and relinble man who was
present at the meéeting tells mo.that
80 per cent. of the men were hostile

to Lord Derby.

They cansidered that their comrades
had been tricked into d&w King's ser-
vice, and they were not mealy-mouth-
od in their denunciation of the Earl ofr
Derby,  Members of their exccutive
were-loudly upbraided for ngreeing to a

recruit right outside the control of the
organisation. The officials retorted that
under the Defence of the Realm Act
they would have been puilty of high

treason if they had opposed the wishes
of the War Office as expressed hy Lord
Detby.

No nmount of persuasion has

wearing

needs of the State. The first plan for

putiing all the dockers into kbaki has’

been scrapped.  The dockers foel that
they were taken on the hop: and their

" idissatisfaction has communicated itself
to other unions in other parts of Great
Britain. Thanks to the way in which
an excellent idea has Geen enrried into
effect, uniomists everywhere are gazing
askance atb.all suggestions for the bet-
ter co-ordination of lnbor.

"> The right thing was done n
pool, but done il the wrong 'wa:

ill be no.secoud Dockers' Battalion

i

_ OQuc march is everlasting

the uniform will siffice for the -

jiver.’, would have heen docilely downg 'their
. Then :

~ Marching Song. - Literature
. - e L e
Carital: Karl.l\lurx. 3_'vol_umes‘ pen

-We mix from many. lunds,, . |
We march from very far;
In hearts aud-h rd -hands
Our staffs and-weapons . are;
. The light: we walk n darkens
. Sun and moon and star.

‘vol. 8s. " 3 3
Value Price and Profit: Marx; bound
a 25, paper 6d..

- The
% “gué, bound-rasifo

The Multant Praietariats Austin Lewin,

hound 2s. .+~ -

Out. uudér the moo d sta b
b o g The New Unionism+ Tridon, -papet

And shafts of the urgent sun,
Whose face on prison bars
And mountain heads are ope,

1s 8d. 3
work and wages: Thorold Rogers,
paper cover, Price 1s. 8d. 4
UMl Time's march is done. ‘ 3
Il Time's ‘march s done. Slars, paper caver, Prica’ls, 8.
Sabotagte: Pouget, bound 2s, papet

Rise cre the dawn is risen,
Lome and be all souls fed;
From field and street and prison
Come; for Truth is living;
Wako, for the Night is dead.

I - cper g
One Big Union: Trautmann, pape:

6.

Right to be Lazy: Lalargue, bound
2s, paper 6d.

' .Sabotage: W. C. Smith, paper 3d.

New Auslrnllqn Song Book: sccond
edition ; 32 songs. Price, 3d.

[.W.W.: History,, Structure and
Methoeds. St. John, paper 3d.

Revelution and the LW.W.: Pease
paper 3i. .

E.oven DLnd Leaders: B. H. Wi

ica dd.

Sogialism  or Capturing the

Govermimeni: B K. Nilssm:: P'rice

O nations undivided,
0 single people and free,

We dreamers, we derided,
We mad, blind men that see

Wo bear ye Witticss ere ye ¢ome
That ye shall be.

The locks shalk burst I sunder
The hinges shrieking spin,

When Ti whose hand is thunder,
Lays hand upon the pin.

Aud shoots the bolts reluctant,
Bidding all men in,

A. C. SWINBURNE.

ams,

i ot
War! What Fie?  Cartoon: Price,
K.

Summary —of - Marx's “Capital":

CORRESFONDENCE. oy
. Revolutionary Unionism: E. . B.
J. Swefrig: (Bulli) : Muny thanks,  Allen, 2d. .

Industrial Unionism ; Hanlog, zd.
Economic Discontent: paper 2d.
'Wage-Labour ana Capital: Marx,

W. Ray (New Plymouth): Next is-
sue.
Flaneur: Many thanks.

LY : Many thanks, paper td.
J. Many thanks. The Diesel Motiv: Frankeathal,
_H.T.: Write soon. id. X i i
A.C. (Wellington): In a fow duys. dlnduslnnj Unionizamt: 5t Joan,
d. g

Thanks,

3A00KS AND PALIPHMLETS ON
SALE.

The Weéllngton “Evening Post” has
discovered handbills posted up in Wel-
lington, asking the workers to  send
money to Australia  to get literature
about the LW.W. The “Post" is alarm-
el No need to get worried, grandma,

- * *
The workers ure advised to use the

(All the works published below, ai-
though not  oficinlly endersed as a
ole by 1he organisation, tan be ob-
d from the ature Sccretary,
. Local, No. 2, 330 Castlereagh-

batlot like their class did in Australia, > J[d;’:d)““y' Cash must accompany
and emancipate () themselves.  In ° " Tile. -
fact the “Post'” reckons that the h N
!nt-hus isa hne‘,ph\_vthm_g for the work- -y L, ‘The Process of
ing closs. The Australian worker has Cajatal.st Production (Mara) .. 8s.
got emancipated all right—in the neck.  Capitw, Vol 1L, The Process of

* » - . Lircuration v Capied (ALarxg .. 8s.

Capttal, vol. Il., The Proce:s of

“And the LW. W, tactics arc-hideous
things.” H'm, a0 they are for the hoss
and his ol “Wpoden Post.” They get

Capitab.ot Vroduction as a W ol
EMArX) o wv oo ww w0 weoae
Woman ard Socialism, the cla:
work on this subject, revised,

c

the goods, h? The “Post” likes the enlarged, and newly wanshied
workers ok, deveid of grit. The {Hobel) o orye oo oo oM o s
“Post'™ als  likes it's machinery easy- Ancient Society, 'the greatest and

most revolutionary book on pri-

. > A
A devod  of knc. *the mitive man (Morgan} .. .. .. Bs
likes it's members militant and  The Posinve Outcome of Philo-

® f grit.  And when they™ SO0PNy, also in the sd:m}'c (u]ume

it i Lewters gn Logic and the Nature
get into the “Post” office the "Post' o : e g
will be ropeable. For gnit is hideous, o1 Human Brain—Work t!Jic:T.- S

ntific
Conta
portions of the
vhich Socia-
Utoplan and Scientiiic was

says toe “‘Post.”
*

|Ant-Duehring).
most important
larger work from
I

. * -
_There are two companies using auto-

matic baking machines at present

i

Wellington. . Another ong starting im  taken {Engels) .. .. .. .. .. .. 4s.
Christchurch.  These machines only '“'\L'I Phl) SlCﬂl_hBﬂﬁlﬂv “(])f Mngdma“ndf

; Morals, ows the o
need two labourers to ten{i them.» One mind and the relation pf econo-
puts in the flour and other materials at  mics to morals (Fitch) .. .. .. 4s
the top, ond the other takes-thie loaves Essays on the Materulistic Concep-

P, . tion of History (Labriola) .. .. is
ont 1.(‘LI|;- hottam. ‘T_'I:.;t is displacing Socialism and Philosophy. In the

the skifled baker with a vengeance. form of familiar letters {Labriola) 4s.
From the dough to the long-handled An Introduction to Sociology.

2 3 job) i new and useful work for begin
shovel (when you can get a job) is a e o eubioproe

short way to ga now.-a-doyd What of this new science, with esti-
about One Big Industrial Union, Mis- mates of the work of Gomte, *

ter Do-ugh? (J. Sweeny). Spencer, Waza, Small, and other
. Sotiologists !l.l:WlS s s gw A

" Critique of Political Economy. Ex-

STICKERS, plains the geperal theory of sur-
Pt plus value ;z% di!s\gusscs the cur- 2

ick 5 y t arx) .. oo. ee
Stickess.are one; of the most effect- '11:3"{';’“‘!?&5 ;Dinngilnsm))hy. A re- .
10 dhon (Marx) .. .. .- 45

used. The Press Commitiee have LD?Fiug lfor\r:xlrd“:f A Tremlzl: l::

printed a large quantity, which are  the Status of Woman an £
now on sale to members, and' locals Origin and Growth of the Fa T

mily and the State (Rappaport)
Marxian Econemics, a popnlar in-

troduction 10 the study of Marx

{Untermann) 4
Philosophical

The prices are 2s. 6d. per thousand;
11s, for 5000; and £1 for 10,000.

Orders despatched by return. Basay, mcludma

the Relj EO‘I.' hl_)f chl:sll Dlegi
i i cracy, Dt of Sacial Dt
—Whitt~ i & *Wooden Shoa?” - Read — moctacy—-Social pe 2
“‘Sabotage.” Philosophy  etc. [leel_za_einm]im_ 3
S e i e i ino- ©
R logy. Theee lectures explaiRing -/
Fellow worker! we whnt sub- what erime_really is* {Ferri) o &

Justice and Goodness- T
The Militant Proletariat, a discus—
sion of the American workiog-
class_afd  the Socialist Party

scribers for the paper.

hut-thern will_bo suspicious. and. per- (Lewis) .. ce e s h:hll—_:
haps .qunzlnua examnation of every M%E{-i:::n'{, ] E\rercuﬁdz:gﬁ!l]s)ehfmb-
proposition  which .reaches them from knecht) .. .. .0 o0 a0 #0 er et e

the War Office. A little frank finesse,
n little tact, and the working men of
Great Britain, who lave their country
as mitch as any of their fellow-men,

-
—

Industrial Waorkers of the o
by Joha Hamilton, Cbalrmsa
Press Committee, 330 Cas

full share of
streot, Bydney, N.8.W.

. the war work.—*The
un.' 3

um-dr/

List”
Fore i
Evolution of Properly: Lafar-

oy irst_Nine_Ghapters of Capitaiz—iar _

Bs. -
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