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Why Strikes?

I[ one were 1o take notice of the venal
press of bossdom,  or listen to the wild
ravings  of mercenary politicians, he
wouid be led to believe that the working
cluss was never more happy than when it
wax on strike.  But it is not so.

In sheer desperation and  impotent
fury, the industrial magnates of this coun-
try have given their hivelings and hench-
men a free hand in trving to subject and
befog the working class.

To all those who look and learn, it
very apparent that the bosses can see Or-
ganised Labor becoming more pow
and in a frantic attempt to maintain
their suprenacy and parasiticul existenee,
they are using all the nefarious designs
imaginable to keep under the growing in-
telligence of the working class,

Whenever a scetion  of the working
class raises iis head in protest against

. unbearable conditions, the press of Plu-
toeracy sets up a howl that ean be heard
i all torners of the continent i
cians rant and  rave with
and the mereenary tools of Fat and Co,
spit venom and hate.

Logically, the employers of kabor can-
not be blavwed for using every ageney at
their eommand in endeavouring to mai
tain their state of idleness, and discredit”
the efforts of the working elass. On ox-
actly the same lines of veasoning, neither
ean the workers he bhlamed for using
every means at  their command to get
wore of the good-Things which their labor
produces, -

CIf it is right and lawful for the exploit-
ers of labor to continue incrvasing their
profits and growing fat upon the sweat
and blood of wr, why, in the light of
comnan se . it wrong and unlawful
for the teiling masses to try ind hetter
their conditions?

The “SAL Her
an editorial
in the hi

53

1" of August 1st, in
: “"Probably at no time
of this State have signa in
the industrial world been as sugoestive
of trouble as  at present. . .. We are
threatened -with strikes which will hring
thing almost to o standstill.”

e “‘Herald,”” like all” other respeet-
able journals of conservatism, when in-
dustrial trouble ix impending, rushes in
with its jaundiced eve. and abuses the
workers for disturbing the peaee of the
community,  All sorts of foul and ven.
wtnous epithets are thrown around, and
the workers concerned are laoked upon
ax having eéommitted some  unspeakable
erime, beeause, forzooth, they dared to
ask for a few erumbs more of what their
labor produeed. -

Why do strikes happen? What is the
et of industrinl tronbles?  Surel
o = inkane as to helieve that «f
are precipitated by the warkers for ‘the
sheer joy of the thing? No one with a
fair and impartial mind will helieve that
the -toilers purposcely eanse strikes be.
cause they are disloyal or of a eriminal

instinet.  Strikes are ton expensive to-the.

workers for them to indulge in them for
a mere immovation.  Strikes: have often
meant suffering and starvation to hun-
dreds of workers; strikes have «hrought
anguish, -hunger and pain into hundreds
of homes. The workers know full well
what strikes mean, and are just as anx-

~—pyas-to avert-thens u;’n;—-mﬂ I

4t bare subsistenee wage, while the idlers
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Who is to blame? What is the cause
of this industrial turmoil?

The real cause of strikes cannot be
foisted upon the working class. The
blame for industrial disturbances eannot
be levelled at the heads of labor agitat-
ors. The root of the whole trouble lies I
in the present system of private owner- at the recent elections, used the universal
ship, and the cause of the periodical out- argument that the P.L.L. was financed by
breaks lies at the door of the capitalist ~German gold; that it was an organisation
class. in the pay of (ferman agents striving for

Look at the rapacity of the - industrial the overthrow of the Enipire, the press
kings; watch the insensate thirst for gold and platforn agents of the P.L.L. “"{‘I
by the master class; see the bigotry, hmc'\iiku children and protested with all their

When W. M, Hughes, in his frmili_c at-
tempts to diseredit the P.L.L. nominees

and tyranny of the exploiters of labor; Wyvindbag vote—catching vehemence that
notice the persecution, vietimisation and they were loyalists, imperialists and milit-
insolence of the profiteers and divideud Aarists to the backl_mnc. but when Labor
mongers, and then ask who is the cause man Blakeley, Qur_mg tlm_debnte on the
of industrial strife? ' Unlawful Assgeiations Bill, broke new
Go to the Chamber of Commerce, the ground and averred that the I,W:\\'. was
Employers' Federation, or the Stock Ex- really in the pay of the I‘ﬂf"l'-“""l'sm and
change, and there will be found the real Wwere accepting t]gelpnstm-a!::su; glaid for
disturbers of industrial peace, and the ﬁtil‘l"i[lg up sEmk[‘s ‘in order tl: defeat the
men who are guilty of eausing strikes_If A_rbxlrnn_un Court, the same P.LL apn_lu.
these.captains of industry would only les. kists smile between .lhﬂr sobs tl!ld hint
sen their hold upon the neeks of the that very prﬂbﬂi_)ly this may be quite true.
workers, and be willing to grant the just Tp make‘ Iying slnmlm:ousa _chm-‘ges
demands of the toilers, there would be no  against political opp?umts is quite “"H."
need for strikes, in the domain of politieal morality. No
The “Herald" continues: * The sineker politieian feels  hurt when you slander
and the industrial thief will have to  go,’ his moral character uAnlexs that slander
and the wan  who does not give a fair 1§ ealeulated to Ios:o him \'ulcs_ and then
day’s work for a fair day's pay is a pub. he waxes white with rage. You cannot
lic enemy."  Good. ¢ all of us, Dburt him unless  you threaten his joh—
Where is the slacker? He will be found this he’ll dight like hell to retain; but
it the Millions Club supper, or # Chamber don’t expeet him to fight .for anything
of Commeree banguet, The slacker is the 0P, ;ln({ don’t expeet him to fight for
idler who spends his useless life rioting the _\\'oriung class, " )
in the affluence and luxuries which the Billy Hughes was fighting for IS jol
working class has produced. The slacker When e Nlmld_('rcd the P._L.L.: Iml eon-
is the parasite who lives upon the profits seiou told lies about his old friends
wrung from the sweat and blood of the beeause he had visions of a dirty, dingy
toiling millions. This menace to soeiety oo Mary street with a bundle of old

“will have to go,” says the “*lerald’ wmb u the eorner, wnd, God knows,
v good. 1t will be found that the tl ehough to make any one tell lies.
LWW, is alwavs ready and willing to But to get back to Blakeley and his

political -argument : Blakeley knows he's

assist in any fight that will rid seciety of
sueh parasitieal growths as the **slucker,””

THE GOLD RULE.

telling a lie when he accuses the Lw.w
of accepting the pastoralists’ gold s.-s l).n i
ment for playing the pestoralists’ gunf;
towards breaking up the Arbitratign
Court. We have yet to learn that ¢y
pastoralists desire the abolition of ghg
Arbitration Court; as a matter of faet
THEY DON'T, and they are not opposed
to openly admitting as much, and’ gp
quite lately they stated they were wnrkr
ing to keep the old officials of the AW, U.
in power. '

Blakeley meant to say that the Lw.w,
by opening the eyes of the workers wog
making the bulldozing of labor a ver
difficult  problem, and Blageley wnmi
their votes beeauso he wants that job

Many AW.U, members. haven 'L‘yot
forgotten that the LW.W. took the pas.
toralists’ gold lnst year, but they didn't
lch it for stirring up strikes to’ please
him; they took it by forging from him a
25 per eent. rise in wages for shearers ang
shed hands: where the vote-chasin,
Blakeley would have the shearers geL-‘Jﬁ
a hundred for shearing the pastorﬂli;ts‘
ﬁhuep_n. the LW. W, got them 30/, Blake.
ley, just as much as Hughes, dreads the
day the mob of vote holders will> refuse
to be humbugged by political seheniers
who profess to have the interests of the
workers at heart, but who will erawl to
any depths to cateh their votes and stoop
to any tacties to hold the job. Blakeley,
ne more than Billy Hughes,. would stick
to his party if he thought that by stick.
ing to it he would lose his political job:
let the workers et into-a hole and he'll
desert them as surely ag did Hughes, Not
that it matters, of eourse, but that is
makeup.

Lis

A, MACK.
1

We now come to what the ““Herald"
galls the **industrial thief.”” It does not
need wuch - explaining  to know who is
the “industrial thief."" He is known
only too well: The *“industrial thieves''
are found among that gang of comuer-
ctal pirates who rob three-fourths of the
wealth produced hy labor. The *‘indus-
trial thieves”™ are those desperadoes who
plunder the products produced by women
and children, and  flaunt  their  stolen
wealth in the face of the outraged poor.
The ““Herald " says that-this **gentleman’™  aggressive move are only putting forth the
has got to go. CGood enough. 1t will al-  views of the capitalist class, and thai class
ways he found that the LW.W, is only which the LW.W, is out to exterminate, are.
too willing to lend a hand to wipe off the mno doubl. feeling the spread of LWW, doc-
carth such vile and unserupulous erimin-  trines. Hence, their demand upon their ser-
als as the “‘industrial thieves.” vanis to issue a manifesto or frame a law

The ‘' Herald'" next says that ““the man  (which Is the same thing), declaring that
who will not give a fair day’s work for a  they Intend doing things, Let them go abead.
fair day’s pay is a public enemy.”’ Pre. In other countries, long before the LW.W.
ciseiy. Too long have the working elasd  Was thought of in Australia, the gaol, the
been toiling and moiling and enly getting gun, the bayonet, and everything of a devlish
; Invention was brought 1o bear \”u'm working-
class arganisations, bug in face of all this they
thrived and grew. And why? Becaufe man
can only kill and gaol man, bup it is fmpos-
sible to kill and gaol ideas.  The ideas of
LW W.ism has grown from a state of society
which rests upon the foundation of private
property and depends upon force and author-
iry to maintain the recognition of private pro-
perty Come what may, so long as such a
state of affalrs exisis, then so long will there

The Federal Governmeng ix about to atiempt
@ death blow at the LW.W, Well, what it
they do attempt such attacks? They are no-
thing new; in fact the killing of the 1W.W.
is & matter of quite common order, and has
been so for years past. Of course, the poli-
ticlans who are launching thiz so-called new

—these- “‘public  encmies”'gdtave beea
reaping in profits which stagger the fma-
gination of working men. It is now time
that the working class was paid a **fair
wage'" for the labor which it perforws
day sfter day, and that the “*slackers"
and *“‘indusf thieves' had theic nn-
fair payment stopped, and they were put
to some useful work. Why should these
‘“punlie enemic who toil not, neithar
do they sy yeeeive  siell huge sums.  be unemployment, poverty, and crime.  And
every week, while the useful elass, the It must follow that =0 long as these rocial
toilers, who sustain society and produce e¥ls exist, just so long will there he men
all the comforts and Tuxuries of life have 1o sindy a solution of the problem, and they
10 live upon a arvation l\'age‘.’ must eventually arrive al the conclugion that

The LW.W. is out for a fair deal, 1l industrial solidarity, alone, having u: its aim
will alwavs be found fighting for the 'he overthrow of capitalism. is the only hope
ahalition of these “‘public eitemies. of the working class Call it what you

The ““Herald™ concludes l)_\' g may LW W ik, XY Z0sm, or a christian
that ““the spirit of intoleranee is dewin-

The Unlawful LW.W.

endeavor society, It is an Idea of a modern
and evalutionary order, and has come to Blay,
germinale and progress.

It appears that the main objective of the
latest farce is to blindfold those workers who
are not in it, against the power of industrial
solidarity by holding up everything that is
outrageous and vile, and thus declaring it to
.be an unlawful assoclation, or a gang of ban-
dits or eriminals. Well, even that won't
sufice. No organisation can justly and logle-
ally be held responsibie for acts of individuals
belonging to 11, and further the need for
INDUSTRIAL  SOLIDARITY remains un-
touched, and iy not supplied in any way, and
50 long us the need exists’ then just so long
will It bave fts advocates. The real live
rebels are not ularmed by the latest move,
because it merely is a magnitude of bluff, and
L1l not clalm much attention from rebels:
In faet, it would not be wise to pay any at-
tention to all the scare-crows, dolled up by
Fal, as it tends to change the course of their
Agitation from industrial unionlsm lo that of
legal discourses, and the real object of the
ONE BIG UNION is thus lost sight of. They
gaoled many men for ffteen years and other
periods, withoul any act of this kind being
on the law book, and they always did and will,
“0 why should the LW.W, be concerned by
ihis law or any other law that interferes with
ther propaganda?  There is this to be eon-
silered, Mr. Boss, even if you do drive us
from speaking and uciing openly, then mind,
and dom’t be alarmed, if some people do
things seeretly In that ecase, they would have
been forced by you to do it. Walt and see!

E. L ROY

ant evervwhere and sure os sunrise to-

morraw  Australia | will pay to the last .
in some deadly day of re The Job.

farthing 0
ing.”" How truly speaks the ““Herald.™
The viaster elass is so obsessed with this:
“intolerant spirit”" that it has eommitted
some atrocions aets, “A deadly day of
reckoning”  wust sorely follow _in the
e of such eruel and unseeial acts of
which the marter class has heen guilty,

The LW.W. ix out to abolish this “‘in-
toleraut spirit,” “and  bhring about i)
day when all will be working harmon.
i(;}mly together for the common good of
atl.

This struggle and strife cannot g0 on
for ever, and a “*deadly day of reekon-
ing™ is coming for all' the supporters of
this brutal and vicious system of eapit-
alism. ' ;

The One Big Union can vight all +he
wrongs.  Unite under the. banner of the
LW.W. and help to speed the day of the
Indnstrial  Republie  where intolerance,
exploitation, and erime will be no mara,
and the whole world will be surrounded
by universal peace and ple\nty. by so doing we will be In a position to hit

Now_that the political: slayve SAVErs, or
rather slave keepers, have decided that the
LW.W. shall no longer exist, thap jis press
shall not be read, nor ita voice ba heard,
there is still auother line of action to take,
that 15, job action, job arganization, the work
for which we were called into heing

The history of the Socialist and Labor par.
tes show us clearly that political limelight
and cireus acting cuts no jee at all They
only get cheap advertisement by such means,
and the LW.W. daes not need any more ad-
vertising.

The constanl persecution by the politieyl
tools of capitalism, the name of the LW.W.
has become rnlear throughout Australia.

The time {8 now ripe for the concrate Job
organisation.

‘The Untawful Associatiotns Bill ir a wenpon
of the master class, which will be used ag-
ainst all agitators: therefore It will force us
to pay more altention to Job vrganisation, and

N.R.—-back.

“class movements.”

What sort of an aerganisation do we peed?
It must not be n heterogeneous, mase  beld
together by a centralised officialdom stch B8
outlined by the P.L.L. Conferenca

Our organisation must be a power so de
centralised that the workers will have full
control over their particular job. {ur or-
uanization musy be a duplicate of the faciory.
mine, mill, and transport. .

Everywhere the masters have their repré
sentative on the job. We must organize In
such a way, as o limit the power of the
boss. By this means we can break down (b¢
industrial slavery and move towards indus-
trial democracy.

An organisation that confines itself to pass
ing resolutions against political and industrial
tyranny will cut no jre. Passing resolutions
axainst Iabor agitators being jafled will 70!
10 much good. AN ihe antimilitarist rese
lutions have not prevented war.

The joh iz the place to organlse.

JAMES LAWRENCE.

Respectability |




- What we Want?

We are the hewers and delvers who tall for
another’s gain, _

The common cled, and the rabble, stunted of
brow and braim, g :

What do we want, the gleaners of the harvest
we have reaped?

what do we want, the heuters of the honey
we have heaped?

We want the drones to be driven away from
our golden hoard,
We want to sbare in the barvest, we want
to sit at the board,
We want what sword or suffrage has never
yet won for man—
The fruits of his toll God promised when
the curse of toil began.
»
Ye have -trted the sword and scepire,
cross and the sacred word,
In all the years, and kingdom is not here yet
of the Lord.
, We are tired of useleas walting; we are tired
of frultless ‘prayers;
Seldier and churchman and lawyer—the fail-
ure, is it Lheiru:_.'

the

What gain is It to the people thai’ a Cod
laid down Hlig" life

If twenty centuries after His world be a world
of strife? :

It the serried ranks be facing each other witn
ruthless eyes, .

And steel in their hands, what profits a4 Sa-

viour's sacrifice?

Ye have tried and failed to ruled us; in vain
to direct have tried

Not wholly the fault of the ruler, not utterly
blind the guide,

Mayhap there needs not a ruler, mayhap we
ean find the way,

At least ye have ruled to ruin: at least ye
have led astray. E

What matter if king of ‘couneil or president
holds the reim,

If crime and poverty ever he links
bond-man’s chain?

What careth the -burden’s bearer that liberty
packed his load.

It hunger presses behind him, with a sharp
and ready 'goad?

in the

There's a serf whose chains are of paper,
there’s a king with a parchmen( crown;

There are robber knights and brigands In
factory, fleld and town;
But the vassal pays his tribute to lord of

wage and rent;
And the baron's toil is Shylock's, with a flesh
and blood per cent. .

Thr seamstress bends to her labor all night
in a parrow reom;

The child, defrauded of childhoad, :ip-toss uli
day at the loom; . B

The soul must starve, for the body can barely
on husks be fed;

The loaded dice of the gambler settles
price of bread.

the

¥e bave shorn and bound the Samson, and
robbed him of learning's light;

But his sloggish brain s m:mng; hiz sinews
bave all their might.

Look well to your Gates of Gaza, your privi-
lege, pride and caste, _

The giant is blind, but thinking,
locks are growing fast.

and his

THE GAMUT OF THEFT.
Taking £1,000,000 is called Genius.
Taking £100,000 is called Shortagze.
Taking £50,000 is called Litigation,
Taking £25,000 is called Insolvency. N
. Taking £10.000 is called Irregularity.
Taking £5,000 is called Defalcation,
Taking £1000 is called Corruptinn
Taking £500 is called Embezilement
Taking £100 is called Dishonesty.
Taking £50 is called Stealing.
» Taking £1 is called Total Depravity.
Taking a leaf is ealled War on Society.
. —"Exchanga.”

TO FRIENDS IN .PRISON.
They boast (hey have you fast
-Neath lock and key; v
These men who-think you bound
And themselves free.

How little do théy know— -
" “These dull-brajned men,
Who think your souls are shut
+ - Within their -pen. .

The very gods must laugb,
" Their thoughts to see:
"Ms THEY who are the bbund,
And YOU the frde!
—T. W MERCER.

When a man becomes advanced in bls ideas
or bis actions, it is remarkable how soon he
loses his fair weather friends. . But why

_ Worry, for everyone you lose you gain the ald
2nd help of men and women who have never
*€n of heard you, but undersiand you in the

 Mruggle for better and nobler days.

AN INJURY TO ONE AN INJURY TO ALL

: . DIREOT ACTION

Industrial

Revolutionary Industrial Unionism—
that is, the proposition that all wage
workers come tpgether in ‘‘organisation
according to Industry’’; the grouping of
the workers, by the workeis, in each of
the big divisions of industry as a whaole
Into local, national and international in-
dustrial unions, all to be interlocked
dove-tailed, welded into One Big Union
of all wage workers; a big union bent on
aggressively - forging ahead and compell-
ing shorter hours, more wages and bet-
ter conditions in and out of the workshop
and as cach advance is made, holding on
grimly to the fresh gain with the deter-
wination to push still further forward—
gaining strength from each vietory and
learning by every temporary set-back—
until the wotking class is able to take
possession and control of the machinery,
p_reruisea. and materinls  of production
right from capitalists’ “lands, and use
that eontrol 1o distribute the produet en-
tirely amongst the workers—sueh is the
aim and teaching of the LW.W.

This conception of working class un-
ionism is not the wild dream of a handful
of radical trade unionists, fauatically try-
ing to foree their ideas on to the rest of
Laber; nor is it some complicated scheme
warked out on paper by a fow eranks
and impossible in practice. It is a ¢
ing neees: 1o the working class: «
method of erganisation which, when stud-
ied, eonmuends itself to an intelligent
worker: a truly seientific way of organis-
ing on thoroughly up to date lines, ac-
cording to the evolution of industry; a
unionism whieh wust be adopted by Lah-
or if Labor is to move forwapd,

Industrial Unionism  is a
plant, so to speak, whose seed
embedded in the soil of eapilali
bound to come up. A yvoung plant, truly,
but virile and sure to thrive and flourish
until, as the full-grown tree, it blossoms
out into the Industrial Commonwealth,
the Workshop Democracy which shall he
the foundation of a future soveciety such
as mankind has never known.

Industrial Unionism is revolutio
beeause it is based on the Class

-uggle
and aiws to bring about a soeial revolu-
tion by shifting the control of preduction
from the capitalists—the non-producers—

to the workers—the producers. A swmall
portion of the population controls the
means of life and buys labor
as possible.  The vast majority of the
population in order to live at all, have to
sell their labor—as dearly as  possible.
The working people, on the average, only
get enough to just live on out of the vast
total of what they produee, while the eap-
italist eclass rvevel in luxury, extrava-
ganee and waste. Therefore, a struggle
goes on ceaselessty for the produet; a
strnggle which ean only be ended by the
workers taking possession,

The only way the workers ean add to
their bare subsistence which they receive
is by eombination—by organisation.

Ordinary unionism as  we know it—
trade unionism—does not aim at ending
the struggle, but tinkers with eonditions,
harters for hits of the produet instead

of claimming 4nd struggling for the whole. *

It therefore perpetuates the wage system
with its neecssarily  ceaseless  struggle
Furthermore, trade unionism has  the

s cheaply

Unionism.

workers split up, and mis-organised so as
to be worse than if they were not organ-
ised at all. Trade unionism does not ad-
vance the workers—it keeps them back.

The Labor movement to:day, with its
wretched tin-pot unions, each only cover-
ing one small section of one industry—

and often covering that properly; of-
ten ov, ing, and jealous of other un-
ions inWhe same industry; aecting spas-

modically, - incoherently—when they act
at all; going, as a rule, cap in hand, at

long intervals, to ask for some slight in-

crease in wages—not - to really better
their conditions or standard of life, but to
catech up to the increased cost of living,
and often failing in that; undertaking
agreements, which are in’ reality but pro-
mises to turn down, scab on, their fel-
lows; bureauratically governed by offi-
cials who, are sometimes unscrupulous
and often ignorant enough; with their of-
filintions and so-called federation—foi:
ed in the name of one¢ big union, but
functioning only to further the politicat
ambitibns of the leaders—presents a sorry
travesty of what militant Laber should
be. i imd

Industrinl Unionism as advoeated by
the Industrial Workers of the World is
very badly needed by the working elass.

It will-ie said that the federations re-
ferred to are a move towards one big
union of workers: at any rate an attempt
to evolve the umions in that direetion.
True, big federations of labor have de-
veloped, notably in England, France and
Amerien, but,§n-the main, their sucecsses
have been very meagre and then onl
so far as thay have approached the In-
dustrial Unionist plan of erganisation
industry, and by industrial or inter-
dustrial action, The best of them are stifl
dominated largely by eraft union ideals,
out of date methods. and are led by the
nose by their officials, besides lacking ‘the
support of the rest of the working class.
The best of the federations will have to
transform their machinery, develop edu-
eation and spirit among their member-
ships and fling the “fair day's wage''
motto away.  Even then they esnnot go
far beyond the rest of the working class.
If they have served any useful purpose m
developing  the ene . big union”idea, that
purpose is done. Federation must go by
the board. The boneshaker must make
wiy for the motor-bike,

Revolutionary Industrial Unionisi em-
braces every individual unit, section,
branch, and department of industry. Tt
takes in every color, ecreed and nation.
From Seandinavia to New Zealand : from
Moscow  to "Friseo it appears to every
worker, and forges a mighty weapon of
frecdoni. .

Revolutionary  Industrial - Unionisin—
sm—orginised efficiency. Every
worker in one mdustry; over ndustey
part and pareel of the oue great whole
CAnd in the forging of the WEAPON we
get paid, “not in the sky when we die,""
not in the distant Utopian future, hut a.
we go along; for every fight won,
advance made through efficient organisa-
tion ean he held by the smme weans, and
will he veflected in hetter conditions, het-
ter homes, more of the good thinps we
should have, or ay the Yenkee reb, caid -
“We'll have more pork chops. ™

F. H.

The "Outlaw.

I am an outlaw.

The erime? ’

What ean it matter to you who swim with
ilie current always and accept herd tradition
as inviolable law jusi what crimes [ com-
mitted?

It may have been an accident of birih?

A two precipiate arrival upon the earth hy
a hapless infant. whose coming has nol been
sanctioned by bell or book is still & erimz
for which the infant is made fo suffer.

It may have been the injudicious selection
of parenis. Actions which are the “natural
results of high-spirited youth” in the children
of Mr. and Mrs, Potis-Point are I‘crimes”
when committed by the offsprings of  Mr.
and Mrs. Surrey-Hills.

It may have been the careless selection of
friends. 2

Not every son or Gaughter of God can eal
with the publicans snd sinners and go their
way without condemnation . from the “salnts
and elders who sit in the seat of the right-
eous and always eat above the walll

It may have been a reckless determination
to speak the truth in al} things, =

A man may be without honor, without soul.
and ‘without sense, yet If he !upg ‘-\Tm

tongue in his mouth, or peradventure, can lLe
convineingly, even those neare:t him
fail to find out his weakness,

Few men dare to say: I am afraid”
men ind women alike are condemmed
dare to be true 10 themselves,

And
wko

It may have been the breaking of (he writ
ten law. For (he step beiween the sortal
crime finishable by ostragism from: the bt
soeiety” (which egists even in boot-blackis
and rag-picking circles) and the crime classi-
fied by the law makers and punishable by
Jaill, i= bui a short one.

And T am an outlaw,

A price Is on my head
Every man i» againzt me, and my band
against every man.

What to me are the achicvements of civil-
isation! The long white roads and the lgw
white fences. The ‘coftages around which
clugter the laughing childreg or in the man-
gfont In which are locked the priceless {rea-
sures of the past :_Mrfnrmnn‘ver of the man?

My possessions are less than those of the
most primative, man. Like him I have my
strength. The earth, the sea, and the sky.
Unlike him I have not the fellowship ef mwy
kind, nor the right of children of my nwn,_

For 1 am an outlaw! 4

JENNIE SCOTT GRIFFITHES,

AUGUST 1ith, 1917,

" The Hungry Men.

_Out on the roads they have gathered, a Lun-
hold in his den,

To ask for a hold on life as sure as the woll's
dred thousand men,

Their need les close to the quick of life as
the earth lies close to the stone;

It is as meat to the slender rib, as marrow

i to the bone,

)

They ask Pt the leave to labour, (o toil in
the gndless night, 2

For o liftle saly to savour their bread, for
fofses water-tight,

They ask but the right to labor and to live
by the strength of their hands—

They who have bodies like knotted onks, and
patience like sea-sands.

!

And the right of a man to labor and his right
to labor In joy—

Not all your laws can strangle that right, nor
the gates of Hell destroy,

For it eame with the making of man and was
kneaded into his benes,

And it will stand at the Iast of things on the
dust of erumbled thrones.

—EDWIN MARKHAM.

Promises.

There. are some people. who, when they
speak, (ell the truth, and their words are by
lieved by all and thelr statemen's taken as
genuine.  On the other hand, we have peaple
who, when they talk, indulge in fabrication,
and their words are looKed upon with doubt,
and their statements disbelieved.

The actions and behaviour of different men,
place them in différent eategorles, and iheir
s reputation determines largely  whether
any faith ean be placed in their speeches,

It matters not who a man may be, from
the humblest peasant to the King, if that per-
son is honest-in his ideas, and is prepared
to Hiclﬁ to his principles, no matter what the
cosl. he must command respect from all fair-
minded,people; but when a man s dishoncst
in his intentions, and ls at all times ready lo
e-step, twist and rat for a few dirty pieces

of silver, he can only zain contempt,  There
is an old saying which runs: "If a man be-
trays youn ance, shame on him, but il he be-
trays you twiee, shame on you.” Buf zome
workers are not satisfied with belng betrayed
twice and (hereby bringing shame upon their
heads, but they are prepared to be betrayed
scores of times, and then hold out their hand«
to their betrayer for a friendly smile.

Someone sald that “a nod from a king was
a feed ‘for a fogl,” but it appears {hat there
are =till a few tollers im Australta who are

— prepared to place faith and truozt T the fair
words anid oily speeches of black-Jegging poli-
tietans.

If there is onc politiclan in Australia above
all others \‘\hkch the working-class should dis-
trust, and look wpon everything he =ays #:

t for their undoing, that pol
am Morris Tlughes.

In a specch in the Federal House in connec-
tion with the Government shipbuilding schemn
Rilly zot off the Tollowing bit of slobber: “In
the past, plece-work has been used by some
employers to oppress the workmen and to re
duce wages, But | pointed out thai organ
i=ed labor lo-day stood in quite a different
position 1o that which It formerly occupied.
Organlsed labor to-day is o mizhty power In
the land which no one could appresa and no
one could destroy. It could commit suicide,
but no power outside itsalf was strong enough
to clay il They must not be frightencd of
rhadows or memories of a dead amd buried
piast. They must look at facts as they were
anid not listen to the polisonous doctrines
preached by certaln wild extremists in  our

midst.  If they did, the power of organiied
labor would surely perish. To talk_of
. Plece work lowering wages when eorganised

Inhor was strong and alert, and when (tfhe
pr\ncipln-{i‘ﬂs surrounded by the safeguards
which the~Bbyernment policy assured,
ahsurd."

The foregoing i+nnother one of those slimy
~peeches al which Billy is an adepl. He en-
deavors (o assure the workers that all Is well -
a#nd the future looks bright, and at the same
titne s attempling te Inséry the thin edge of
the wedge, which, in time, would play havec
amangst the organised workers,

If the above gpeech had been made by
someone who |s reliable, {t would have been
2l right, but coming from Billy it islooked
‘upon ms &0 much bunk, as Billy s na longer
trusted by the great majority of tie work-
ing class. He has been long enough in Aus-
tralin now, for the tollers to know what he
is, and anything he might say or do is look-
ed -upon with suspiclon. Billy has shown his
“hand so ‘often, and nrored ll'lmu',_Ir to be the
tool of the master class and the enpemy of
the working-class, that he 'is no longer L;usle:l
and all his sloppy speeches cup no ice.

was

E X : 7




DIRECT ACTION.

AUGUST 18571617, ° :

1

By FRANK ANSTEY, M.H.R.

{On nufierous oceasions it-has been pointed
out in “Pireti Action,” thay Parliament I8
by an industrial oligarchy; and
lans only acted as a cojpmitiee for
mes, It has been stated that the
Real tiovernmént does not sit in Parliament
House. L in the hills of the indu trial m

nates We bave stated rhat Australin is
ruled 1y the financial giams and not politi-
clans.

The wlowing article by Mr. Frank Anstey,
wember [or Dourke, in the House of Repre-
sentatives, apperead in the “Labor Call,” July
26th, and'is very [Muminatng as to who rule
Australin, and the part politiclans piay in
lc;;l.\la{inn.—Ed.}

Austraiia is a country in  bondage, not
merely to the forelzn bondholdér, but 1o a
small loeal group Gnancially powerful,  and
every day becoming RICHER AND RICHER
AND MORE POWERFUL.

These men eontrol the great  industries
They ure behind every pool, scheme,  ring.
compact and combine.  They rontrol the
banking sy<tem of the continent, and all  the

depositors asencies of the people
They control the insu
ol the people, . ~
They the market upon which
hunzht 1he i which
hanks" deposii~ are in-

nees and investuents
™,

contrul
al eald
nl <avinzs

seCurith
Large parl

veabol

vine ks are collecning
tlamve “Monoy Power ™
vinzs of the peophs

azenehes

flaw 1

ervinrs of the private banks

Wiotora, Sonth Australia, and

sualue an ecotomic unity
Melbourne.
Meral Gang cousiitute

CrOlume renlte is

the Evonumic

duntnopuling the o three Stales

Thelr naume: WL Bailbeu, T € Th
himg, Haiavey TR0, ¢ Hughes, James
Harvey. M« K Muecke, Ed Miller,  Frank
Snow, Kelso Kin R4 tasey, WM Jumle

son, Edward I L He
Kelly, H. . Sehlapp (of Knox, Schlapp and
Cod. amd DFE MeDreyedr

These men control the Ie.ad., tin, silver and
the mines a0 Broken Rl
Cobar,  Cloncurry, Chillagoe,
Moontn, W o and Mount Morgan;
anian Pioneer tin and all =melt-
md rongery works in confection with the
mictitle products of this
g vither direetly or throush thelr

Wharion,

&)

FoppeT af

Moui Lyelh

autput

eontrol

onper,

continent.

v business  dependents, control

Ty thay bas its hewlquarters in Mel-
bourne, and ninetenths of the  Life.  Fire,
Loan and Trastees agencies of  the  three
Southern Stales They dominate, in conjunes
ftion with the "Sydiey  section, every  luan
floated In Awaralia, and evers institution that

tes o loan

Livsar

L throusi therr interlocking

s oof ditectorates, are the Drewery  Com
hine, Timber Combine, Dunlop-, Analzomated
Zlue, Da Gioldstyo ort’s, Emu
EERE etralytic Smelting er Shenton,
Ehder's Metal, o ol others

The consrol by this zroup over the b
inarance and mereamitle loan  azenc
e Routhern States b= every day drawing
meater oo unlimited and unrestiicted  mon-
sty
& This zroup, {n eonjuncilon with the Sydney

fngneial backbone of

secting, constitites the
SOVOEY ing, frast, combine, and price-raising
poly on this eontinent.  Thelr control of

the

af

vhain of banks, ol currency

nas o eve fur LS
vilttie . g Ulinal ery indus-
il At every market manipulaion.
cvery slittering confidency (rfek of which the
maltitude are viciims
They control savings, fvsarem nvest-
ments and Industrial capuial in the States ot
Vietoria, South “Australia and Tasmani: 1
the extent of some ‘
They are 1he economic masts of those
- three § £

The States of New South Wales and Que
41l economic unity,
centre iz Sydnay

The Australian Money TruSt.

Work and Wages

- —_—

“The latter parl of the l4th and the Hrst |
quarter of the 15th century was the real
golden age of the Engllsh worker. . .- A
could

Sugar and Gas Monopolists constiture the
Economic Junta ruling those two States.
Their names are: James Durns, Robert

Philp, Adam and James Forsyth, J. T. Walk-  worker with a wife and (wo children,

er, J. . Fairfax, - of the Burns, Philp Com- |jve 52 weeks on 15 weeks' work—that is the
bination; Levy, Cohen, Moses and Myles of correct way, to reckon bensfits.”—J. Raw-
the Sydoey Gaslight Momopoly: W. C. ‘“'aH. stromg.

Knox, Kater, Mackellar, Binnle -Buckland,
Cgwley, Black and Onslow Thompson, of the
su, Squeeze. .

These men control thé 250  branches  of
the Bank of New South Wales, the 200 branci-
es of the Commercail Banking Company uf
Sydney, the A.B.C. Bank, Bank of North

Why, that period was the real golden age
1. It did not let us know, for in deing so he
would be building up my side of the question
and knocking his own down.

H, M. B. Gibbens polnts out in bis Indus
trinl History of England  that “alter this

Queensland, the AMT., nine-tenths ot 1t insurrection (the Pedsants’ Revolt of
the Life, Fire, Trustees and ‘Loan Agencies ). came what had been termed the goll-
that operate in the two States of New South cn age of the English lubourer. The
Wales and Queensland.” ~wages of a good agricultural laborer, before

These men, by their control of & 1002 o prupye, hed been £2 Ts 100 per year s

chain of bamks, insurances and mercantiie
loan agencies, are masters of the whale ecor
nemie life of the people. They control savs
ings, insurapces, investments, and indust
sapital of over L:ﬂll,g_oi\,nou in !hm:e
States,

an average including the labor of his wife
and child; after the plague his wages would
_.be £3 15s per year. An artisan, working 300
days a year, would gel, say, £3 18s 1ld be-
fore 1548, and after that date £5 155 Td.

two

The Sugar and Gas Gang of the two North- Now., Fellow-Worker Rawstrong,  explain
ern States, and  the Metal Gang in Mel yiyeself! Firstly, you state thal “a rise in
bowrne, 4 in the same relation 1o the  waeee i< not beneficial 1o our class,” and sec
-democraey of Australia as Standard Ol the g0 woy giate thar “tha 1% the correet way

ect Trust and the Steel Truse stand to the 0 banafits, Malnly by a rise In

people of Ameriea
No mation can be really [ree where such a
nwnancfal ollgarchy controls the savings and
invesiments of the people
et it Wat o these 1

wages In one instances from £2 fs 10d per
year to £3 15s, and in another from £3 18s
1l 1o £5 158 7d. Not forgetling whai you
stated in your first article, “that if the work-
ars receive an Increase in wages the capital-
ists would raise the prices of commodities.
thus leaving the relative position of the s
and Boss the same as before.”

Gibhins aceount® for the golden age. because
the workers” wages were incresaed”  which
was followed by—what? A rise in the prices
af commodities to the extent that the rela
tive position of slave and bo:s woulyl be as
before the rise?” Nol Accordivg to Gibbins,

‘pod wis ebeap and abundant” Apd  ac-
cording to Thorold Rogers, “the articles that

e magnates aud
rers, these  manipulators  of

nsprances, to hesp dear friends
of Beer. Sondhelmer, and “Aaron Hirseh that
@ Government of Labor in 1515 went for “ad-

tn

viee ‘

It was 1o these men that the Labor Govern-
ment of 1915 went for ldeus on how 1o save
the netion.

Salvation through thie pawashe

And when you have morigagel] your soul,
sned your offspring to bondage, you

and ass

ure nsked to censole yoursell with the ré&000q jnto (he consumption of the slaves
Hection that you have stimulated in the paws (fish and sall rose hy nearly 100 por cenf.
troker “the most lofy sentimenis of  pairlot o yiiced) remained aboul the same”  And
" he distinetly states thm “No Aet of Parlia-

At £ 4 4 per cent—patriotism, went could be devised by which the pro-

Plus a remission of taxatlon eaual L0 a0 e ghguld be able to compel the consumer
other ten shillings per cent, making £5.0 1 pay more beef,  mution,

for bread, beor,
et cent pork and poultey.”
That's patrioti=nm.—mit lnterest

It wa< a Labor policy =0 “patriotie,” so i

Azain you state thar the Australian wiler.

fional,” that the “Arg in its fssue of Jduly who i out of a job for about (wo
16, 1015 gave B [ts sweetest  blessing, 0 weeks s dodging around to the nearest “lky
safd:— Mo” 1o pawn his wife's boots” 1 wonder

coild he, or the Engllsh worker, re¢ing that

riie of wae Is not a bepetit, gét along

“The fact thay the Federal Treasurer (Mreo 8
2 witheut gawning the whole of his wife's ward-

Fither) has conferred  with  the leading

banker:, and otl vested in financial op-  rebe, were history composed-of all John Raw-

erations, is a guaraniee of sound finance™ X7 atd wages were loday  still four-
pence to sixpence a day 7

Thats “souml  Lpance”— becaunse It was Aziin, Wilwstrong =1af ‘England ar 1his

bitterest enem

born of 1he “udvice” of the period (1849 to 1859) was chauglng from an

of Labor and eof everything for  which  the  erfeulhiurad to a manufacturing coumtrsy, &
Labor movemeny stands, the shortage of rienltnead workers resulied
AWhy not zo to land menopolists for e in 40 per cont extra being offered to them in
on a land policy? the shape of wages? Then he poes on to
Why not go 1o the slum baedleol foroads prove beyond all shadew of a doubt tha a
vice on housing? rise in wages s followed byva rise in the
Why not copsult swenters  on =Waath priees ol commodities Here = "In 1844
pickpockers on bhonesty, prostifures an puriy Peel passed L= Pree hwport B for eors,

ceand establish codes of viriue, b
decent standards of lifn,
idews and their advies

by, atuk for three years,  a duty of Ins per quarter
o 1her g was imposed. And al the end af (his periet
—1519—1t This areconnts
oy the dear? Oh wo!™) for the cheap wheat ™

The comrmdiction in 1he above is as elear as

e

was [ree entirely,

THE MARKET RIGGERS

Yet to men who traflie in mioes >y, s swvodds pnoomd, for J. R i= proving “that a rlse in
s in oswear, amd mepopolists i monepoly Wiges B2 fallowed by ise in oprices< of com
the L tofor ad modies” points o, “that afer the repe
Viee low o f Wcont it the'tof dhe Corn laws wheat fell in price”
“Ravice” Ihe Labod pany art o This nquestion,” say< Wawstrong  ("llow

e roui “"‘L“"_"““. these imre BRINS g s passible i Encland for the yisrs 1819
done by a zuns of Tories to LSAD for the azpenliural workers 1o Te-

Bt owhat the Labor Govermuen) did finan

veive g 30 per cem nervase, and yet wheat

what WL Daillfen Bowes

was exacily

Domain Demonstration,
Next Sunday.

Hear All About the Strike.
; e .
Wobbly Band will Disturb the

Atmosphere.

- -ROLL UP
- i
It is =tated vn authentic augibority that the
mester have decided 1o dispense with

champagne daring the period of the war. Go,
yb workers, and de likewise!

LT

“dying opitmism

; i e o k i by ehieaper ™ —-Mara) Las been apswered
John . G arvey  Patterson 13 many tmes< Matade Marx was wrong In
T and the pear wonld have L el o
done 1t they werd in. power MArx iy have bern Wrong in many cases,
Thee had mo peed 10 he ino power, THEe by e guites evident thag 0. e and 1he. test
I. bor Government of TIN5 acted on Tlielr ad- wpg pave pren’ gusworsd Vhis question, are
ro. : i
vige. wroeny when they prove. 1hat a rise in wages

s followed by & rise in prices, by explaining
e after a 10 per cent rise in wages, prices
SUBSCRIPTION RATES race mar, bu fell v
_— TO —— = A< 1o the way out of the difficulty, J. 1.
“DIRECT j\CTtClN," asked. what is “the besy and only way out?”
The subscription to “Direct Action” to any Pidiaselty hbilidoddy fETcould do
: ¥ mote than quote from my article & o
SR i 4 ¥ article in "DA of
W::::;'s L!:“;:“r:l‘;::“f" In:l}xum_g Mareh 24h enitled, “O.B.U. apd Parbament,”
4 Wich edn only be breught about by eduga-
A e i W ¥ zht about by educa
M')I;I_Y T Mza’nn::rr Yearly. ton of the workers in the fields, factories.
Box 98 Ha’rlrkét P.0. S‘rd.ne and workghops. not only Tor the ne
: - L] ¥ of One Biz Industrint Union, but the
exsity of a shorter work day, follawed by
Tl o a rise In wazes, therehy cutting down  the
Rally, working men. to the Lw.aw,  we surplus of the master elaxs,” until the point

want you to-day within our ranks The gigan-
tie work of edu,
hands

Ia reachod, where wages will be that high, the
work, day that zhort, and the organ ion of
the working class (hat strong, that they will
onee and for all take control of the means of
production and the earth, and rup them in
the interesis of humanity and not in the in-

fon i3 a Jaher for many

It is & work-for brave hearts and un-t
! But it is towards the free

dom of the race, towards the. dénsumination

of which poets for centuries have rupg, and °
sevrabave dreamed. Our ranks are open to

MEN and WOMEN.

5

terests of a fow parasites.” % 2 Street, Sydney, and print
MATADEC 0 Y
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LIST OF LITERATURE.

CAPITAL, Vo. L, 1L, and 1IL, by Karl papy
Price 8 shillings per volume, Dosted >
POSITIVE OUTCOME OF PHILOSOPHY, sy
oseph Dietzgen. A world-re
work. Price 4s 6d. orld-eowneq
PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAYS, by Josert Diey.
i gen. Indispensable to all students
Price 4s 6d. '
THEORETICAL SYSTEM OF KARL MARX,

by Boudin. Simplifies WOrking-clams
economlcs. Well and artistically boung
Price 4s 6d. '

INDUSTRIAL HISTORY OF ENGLAND hy
Prof. Gibbons. The greatest ang |;ms1
authoritative work on the subjec|, Wel)
bound. Price 33 9d.

MILITANT PROLETARIAT, by Austin Lewls,
. Indispensable, to T.W.W. readers, wey
bound book, of 182 pages: 2s posteq,

EVOLUTION OF PROPERTY, by Paul Ly
fargue. Classleal; 2s poated.

REVOLUTION AND COUNTER REVOLU.
TION, by Marx. Price 23. Boung,

PURITANIEM, by Melly. A rare book. Weil
bound; 2s. i

FOSITIVE SCHOOL OF CHIMINDLOG\‘, by
Prol. Ferri. Authoritative. 2, o

RUSSIAN BASTILLE, by Simon Pollock,

Describes pre-revolution  horrors  agg
gaols in Russia. Interesting. 2s,
THEORY OF VALUE, Marx. Paper. s ¢q.
WOMAN; Bebel. Great work. Paper. 1siq
CLASS STRUGGLE; Kautsky. Better knowp
as the Erfurt Program. 15 posted.
Paper.

VALUE, PRICE AND PROFIT. Marx, Paper,
&d.

SOCIAL EVIL, by- Dr. Greer,
LLW.W. SONG BOOK.

Dlitherer. 6d. ]
SOCIALISM. Utoplan and Scientific, by Fred,

6d.
New Edillon A

Engels. A classle paper. 9d.
SHOP TALK ON ECONOMICS, Mary Marcy.
Dead Easy. FPaper. 6d.
SHORTER 'WORK DAY, A. E. DBrown,
Good dope. 3d.

INDUSTRIAL EFFICIENCY. Tom Glynn. A
great pamphlet. 2d.
DEISEL MOTOR, Frankenthal, Shows
effects of labor saving machinery, 1d.
All the above books, and radical
books of all descriptions can be ob-
tained through the Manager of the
Press. .Postage paid on all parcels
over two shillings. Cash must be en-
closed with order.
MANAGER, PRESS,
BOX 98, HAYMARKET, 8YD?

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES.

The working class and the employing class
bave nothing in common. ‘There can be 0o
peace go long as hunger and want are found
among milllons of working people, and the
few who make up the employing class bave
all the good thinge of lfe.

Hetween these two classes a slruggle must
£0 on until the workers of the world organise
as a class, take possession of the carth and
the machinery of production, and aholish the
wage sysiem. .

We find that the centring of the mandge
ment of industries Into fewer and fewer hands
makes the trade unlons unable to cope With
the ever-growing power of the employing clase.
The trade unions foster a state of affalrs
which allows one set of workers to be pitted
zzainst another set of workera In the same
industry, thereby helping to. defeal OnDe BB
other in wage wars. Morcover, the tradd
unions nid the employing class lo mislead the
workers Into the bellef that the working clasd
have Interests in common with their em-
loyers.

Tkese conditions can be changed and the in-
terests of the working elass upheld only by ao
arganisativn formed in such n way that all its
wenbers in any oo industry, or in oll indur
tries if necessary, ceuse work whenever o strike
or lockout is on in any department thoreof,
thus moking an injury to one an injury to all

Ingtend of the conservative motto, “A f8ir
day's wage for a falr day's work" we must
{nscribe  on our banoer the rcvnlutlnn,l?‘
watehword: “Abolition of the wage system-

It Is the historle mission of the working
class to do away with capitalism.  The army
of production must be organised not only for
the every-day struggle with capitalists, by
alsp to carry on production when capitallsm
shall have been overtbrown, By organisi2s
Industrially we aré forming the structure of
the new society withln the shell of the old.

. - i

ANSWERS TO GCORRESPONDENTS.
I Clark Nickola, G. H, James Pope.
tade —Copy selzed during raid,
T.8.—Recelved. Thanks.
8.—Goed. Keep plugzing awa¥ -
G.G—We suppose the bosses” press ¥Ii et
you know when anything happeas 8o fan
all's, well.-
"W)‘a(l Jones.

Ma-

Next week, .

i
Published by Tom Barker, of 28 Fran®
Street, Sydney, for the Wnrl\'c;rs Defence
and Release Committee, 2}1 i S
ju-'rﬂ-. 200 Castlereagh Street, Sydner:
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/ The Card System, or as it’ m 2
_-Ameriea, the Taylor Systeni, was
troduced into the U.S.A. by Sup
.dent Taylor at the Midvale St.eel “Works,
'i.ggganch of the Steel Trust m ‘the year.

z ﬁ“u first apphed to men shovelhng'

<A shoveller of huge physical pro-
portions was selected for experjments,
His motions were scientifically a%sed
by expert physieal culturists,.and -
movement noted. The selected method of
shovelling Was then enforced on all coal
shovellers. *

Experiments were made with shovels of

different sizes, and the amount, weight,
and distance noted. The standard was
then set for all shovellers, and different
rates of pay were introduced.. The expert
shovellers received five cents x;'o
—mare than the less expert, and the less ex-
pert received Tive cents an hour more than
the men who did not keep pace with them.

Gang bosses were appointed over every :

five men who were to watch how often
different men became exhausted, as phy-
sical exhaustion is a common thing under
this system. _

The shovellers at last rebelled, as work-
ing under the Card System meant that in
a few vears they would be complete phy-
gical wrecks or would be dead.
-this inhuman system the allntted span of
life is very short.

This system was next introduced into
the engineering depot. A -gang boss was
appointed for every five men. The bosses,
only having five nen under them, would
be nnntmun]h watching and cxhurtmg
them to greater efforts. A common saying
was: ‘‘Say, guy, what's holding you
back? This job has been done much fast-
er than you are doing it."" If the work-
man dared to answer back, he was in-
stantly discharged for insubordination.
At last, only the most servile workmen
were left on the job. The shop was also
horeycombed with spies with the inten-
tion of reporting to _the Chi§ anything
that was said or done and #lso making
one man distrust the other. No one knew
but that the man alongside him was not
a Spy.

The Gang Bosses had in their possession
eards itemising the work, number of
pieces, nature of material, time started,
time finished, and remarks about the ae-
tions of the workmen re speed, ability,
ete.

These cards are never seen hy the work-
men after being filled in by the gang boss.
The gang bosses Tush from one to ano-

f
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tlmi‘-’ anxmus to knuw huw each boss  ik-
. getting on, as the boss who can show the

best output gets a honus over and ahove
. his wages.

The wnrkmen are only allowed five min-
utes a day to leave their machmea, and
anyone who exceeds the time limit, no
matter what the cause, is dmmissed for

‘““wilful neglect.”’

Electric buttens are plaeced handy to

the machines which communicate with the . \

tool room, .gtpre room, ete. A boy answers
ﬁle bell, and the worklnan tells him his
réquirements. -

Many men through having to stand at
the machine all day (for being away more
than five minuteg meant dismissal) broke
down in health, and were forced to lay
off for. months. :

In the United States of Amenca not a
-single Government shop, or a.union shop,
- works under the card system. All ef-.
“forts to institute this system into the Go-
vernment work shops in America has fail-
-ed. All union shops also always resist to
their utmost any attempt to introduce the
card system, The unionists of America
know full well that work under this sys-
tem would be hell, and life would not be
worth living, henee their refusal to work
under it.

When ‘the United States declared war
on Cermany, Samuel Gompers, president
of ‘the American Federation of Labor,
was summoned to attend a confercnce’
with the United States Government to dis-
cusd the labor attitude in conneetion with
the Auunition works. Gompers gave the
Golgernment the guarantee that the work-
ors would do their best on the understand-
ing that the eard system would not he
introdueed. Any attempt to introduece the
card system would mean that the work-
ers would immediately ‘‘down tools.”

This brutal and eruel system eanndt be.
tolerated by any sane man or woman. - It
is seientifie exploitation. It is a systems
atic form of intensified slavery. It is am
expert system of wringing the last ounce
of energy out of the human frame. It
will mean unemployed on the one-hand
and overworked and physically exhausted

heings on the other.

If this system is introduced into Austra-
lia, it will mean in a very few ycars we

~ will be a race of moral, mental and phy-

sical wreeks.

For the welfare of the nation, for the
health. of the community, for the future
of the race, let us hope that the odious
eard system will not be introduced.
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