One Union. One Label.

P

— -

LABE:-

i RGANTSATION
General Post-offivs,

© VOL. 4, NO. 122  Begisiered at the

]
Byduey, for Transmission by Post ns a Newspaper.  SYDNEY, May 19th, 1917. . ONE PENNY,

AUl of f\}:i ',‘\?‘\ =
h\,’\.\’\t ot
50

———— . %]

The Spirit of Lincoln.

- ——,

Iow, then can the workin
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55 achieve ita

- Mow, aboul this question of organisation?
ancipation, You say, we are organised already; yet our
ation is not secure. Ab, but that -~
you see, that you are not alrgady
or not organised scientifically. Ir
nol yet emancipated, there must be a
in your method of organisation. - . Now,
:+ yau organised? In craft unions, re-
un representation in  capitalist parlia-
? Well, there you are! There's the
s Shakespeare says. Really, what can
Craflt unionisny, ag n methud of
5 organisation Iy out ofsdate. No
ur ¢mancipation is nol yet achieved!
YOU nEed 10407 15 10 organise-—
v, Let  your industry deter-
ur form of organisation. — To be suc-
n this new. organisation, you will need
Unlon of all indusiries—a union of
* union What are you to do with your
unlons? ~ Do with’ L as the bods does
Lis cld machine. Serap it. Remember,
re out for  emancipation, and ecdnnot
4 10" use old and obsolete methods of or-

1

Defence and Release Committee, pealing to all' rebels, members, and syu-
403 Sussex St, Sydney, - Pathisers with the LW.W. to at once get

May 4dth, 1917, Dusy to get out asubseription list and
! rake up as mueh eash as possible, and

send the proceeds to the See. Defl

8 In the world, That
The vesf are mercly

He

F"“:{'ﬂ\ Workers, J
‘e wish to draw your attexrtion to the . L
faet that at the lastJl’neeting of the above and Release Committee, 4_0-3 hussr:)"
tommitiee we decided to send a delegate S.ydne_v, by the l:irst 1\:vek in June it pos-
tn Central and North Queensland. The dible. A S:ullectmn will be taken up  at
wission of the delegate is to place the each meeting, and the delegate will en-
ease befare the workers of Queensland the _deavour to form a Defence “and Release
detailed aceount of the greatest outrage ~Committe at each eentre to help per med.
Yport the Working elass of Australia. That  10M of subseription- lists- on-the job to
i 4he gaoling of our twelve class broth- collect what they possibly can in qr-]-vq
) eove need funds, for this venture, 12 Molp RACREY SR L e
will eov . : our v workers, i o pr
the ﬁ?ﬁifgat‘;;ﬁf :,:::—',. a,:ljdusm’;]:ﬂgv:g for the wives and children. . This apr ;
i mines; Theﬂleiegue will be-one- of  fellow workers, is to you; we hope sou
0dr best organisers and a fluent speaker, will get busy and let us hear from vou hy
*who iy thoroughly in touch with the faets the f!.rst week in Jgnu. If vou are 1ot on
-0f the ease, the delegate will leeture on the job by then do your best when you
l)ae  ConspiraEy Charges,” * Industrial are there,

forms the u
and does 4

Lniﬂlliﬁm"’ “The Class \irar" and other Yours fraternally, : 5 % on. .The boas wants you to be e¢flicient,
sthjests of working class interest. He k A. SINCLAIR, e rt with an efficlent form of organistaion.

il you don't know how to organise Industrial
| &f" fiie I.W.W. exlits for the purpose of
r you, What's that you say? You'll do
_it? - Squere dinkwm?  Good for you! Well,

Liere's Juek?! T

Pl Sydney for Townsville about 8 .-s and Beleade Committee
the seeond week in'June, and widl lecture Hon. .,cc._pe[ nee ! E
. available halls, and hold open air meet-
1:%‘ Vit the mest work" wharvés, rail- Though we break our father's promise,
&ui}-k' and then go-morth to visit sll the We bave nobler duties frst; i
socar mills as far ad Cairns, md inlaid  qyg grattor to Humanlty Is the

ugar centres; he will then return to Traitor most aecurst;

A. E. BROWN;

Townsville 3 ; ioutitutions: | 3

» and possibly ‘go to Clon- .4 15 more than Constituiions; befler B N g

CUFEY ming R, ' nul be - act * « A preat city 1s that which has the greatest

en, ang centres, then to Ayr, Bo Rot beneath the sod, . . mite” ment nien and women, ;

ll; ackay, M.mptan’ i oThan be true fo Church and State while 106 I it be a few ragged huts it is still the great
T P e i W : > - B d 3

: and other distriets, as funds roll We are doubly false to God Bl power fron Parliamaat, bl from con- est eily in the world.

M. As this tour cannot h
- 4 e earried out = , : g B
Withoyt the necessary cash, we are ap- Dt JANER BLML U_J“ F"L' frobok Intteny : WALT. WHITMAXN.
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would suggest that the workers are ex-
ploited_in Parliament? . i
The I.W.W. is wholly and solely an In-
dustrial Organisation, which lays down a
.scientific plan whereby the workers will
be able to carry on produetion When-cap-
italism disappears. i e
= The T.W.W. does not wishto destroy

tion will be utilised for the benefit of all

We wish to see misery and crime banished

from our midst, and that can only be

. ” t%ionn_by tﬁ: worker getting the full pro-
. uet of his toil.

'WEEELY With Industrial ~Organisation,

OFFICIAL ORGAN workers will understand their power and

; e A e e Wh At thay, are.capable. of accomplishing. -
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF The LW.W. is the only seientifiec and
THE WORLD ' construetive working class organisation
. in existehce to-day. It is the herald of

the NEW TIME. It is the harbinger of
Better Days. It is thé emancipater of
the working class, Work foft it and fight
for it, and help to speed e day of the
Industrial Democracy. L

" (Australian Administration)
Office: 403 Sussex- Street, Sydney,
Australia.
Subscriptions: 4/ per year; New Zeuland,
... 8/ per year; Foreign, 8/ per year.
* HEADQUARTERS, LW.W. (Australia):
403 SUSSEX-STREET, SYDNEY.

* GENERAL HEADQUARTERS: 164 W.
Washington Street, Chicago, Ill, U.8.A.

NR.

A Sho&er Work
‘ N Day- 2

The development of the wodern mwa-
eline and the- inauguration of speeding
up deviees, together with the ery for in-
dustrial efficiency, make the adoption of
a shorter work day imperative,

The advantages of the latter ave in-
numerable, ’

T the fiest place, a shorter work day
will mean a Big Reduetion in the amount
of surplus value produced. The capital-
ist elass in eonsequence will have less to
spend on luxuries. Large standing arm-
jes, navies and police forces will be loss
necded.

Ind.—A short work day  wiil absorh
the ynemployed. Permanent  capital
(such as buildings, cte.), needs labor
chiefly for maintenance and renewal; and
the demands of capital, in the produetion

- TowardsIndustrial
Democracy.

The L.W.W., in organising the working-
class according to industry, on the job,
and linking up into  One Big Union, is
not only building up a powerful organisa-
tioin which can suecesstully grapple with
the industrial might of the master-class,
but.it is also laying the foundation of the
Industrial Republie within the framework
of Capitalism.

That Capitalism is destined to puss
away all sensible people are agreed; that
Industrial Democracy will be the next
stage in evolution many toilers ave con-
vinced, How to speedily bring about
this New Age and avert disaster, is th
work of the LW.W. 3

The LW.W. is preparing the way,
clearing the track and making it possible
for a better time on earth. It is the fore-
runner of Industrial Democracy.

In educating and organising the work-
ers so that they may be able to emaneil-
pate themselves without waiting for some
politieal Moses or new Messiah to come
to their aid, the LW.W. iz performing n
useful and noble work.

We have now reached that stage of de-
velopment, when . the iworking class,
through industrial orgpnisation, is" eap-
able of accomplishing anything it desires.

It 4s not the soap-boxer, the polished
orator, the politician, or any other indivi-
dual who can lay the foundation of the
New Society, hutit is the Industrial Un-
jon. . :
Since the mauner _in which men get

provided for by the  machine,  Conse-
quently, with the number of hours work-
ed at the present, there is not enough
work to go round. Henee unemployment
is rife. This in itself ealls for a reduetion
of hours, ;

3rd —A shorter work day will mean a
Big Increase in wages,
into industry of the unemployed will
make the working class masters of  the
industrial situation. When labor is
searce, wages are high. The competition
of the unemployed tends to lower wages,

4th.—Better working conditions will
result from a shorter working day. The
stafus of the worker will be raised. With
a sufficieney of men engaged
tion work ecan proceed more leisurely and
overtime be abolished.

Hth.—A short work day will iilean «
Big Gain in Health to the toilers.

vital

their living determine_their actions, they }3:;‘:; h‘i’;‘;;‘ U‘tol:izj;::rdi:ﬂp\ .:1}:‘:- ol
must,.in order to control their dcetml_ei. dm‘ﬂi‘ou P li;e 2o s ke
get control of the industrial forees whic i bl i o Ue chptialer ot

bm\%’?:i:riﬁii:e:ﬁder a system in which Along with a gain in health will also

. E i come @ gain  in organising power and
2 ; n- ey e
a few industrial magnafes not only co ability. A shorter work day will give -

trol the lives of the working clasg, but
also dietate to Parliament and decide the
lives and destinies of politicians.

It is this Industrial Oligarchy which is
the real government; it is the real power
in the land, and it is this mighty force
which the workers have to face.

The battles of the working class cannot
he fought in Parliament, which is a capit-

st institution. but must be waged up-
on the industrial field where profits exist
...... _and exploitation takes place, ,

With-a sound industrial organisation
the workers could afford to smile at ali
the kaisers, czars, and despots of al

n ;

warkers wore time and opportuuity” to
study their class interests, They will also
be enabled to keep women dhid children
out of the workshop. A weman's proper
sphere is not the workshop or offiee, hut
in the promotion of soeial well-being,
Tth.—A shorter work day will be a hig
step towards ownership and control of in-
dustry. This must be the final objective
—of-the working elass Private oonership
andl eontrol is wasteful, inednvenient and
wnjusk. = e - S
How to Get it.—Organisation is neces-
sary. In every union there are a number
of militant members.  These, together
will form a nuelous for agitation, eduea-
tion, and organisation.. The time is ripe.
ATl that is neeessary -is that-a start -will
be made.. The LW.W. will lend a help-
ing hand. Let our slogan be: ““A Short-
~er Work Day!"' and sueeess is asstived
A. E. BROWN.

“The ILW.W. concentrates all its atten-
tion to the-industrial -arena, as thit is the
* only place that matters. Tn fighting for
the control of industry no other hattle
ground is of any use. In struggling to-
wards Industrial Democracy, joh organi-
sation is imperative. :

The toilers may dabble  in politics for
ages, and evenfually may be successful in

-getting a few small reforms put upon the
Statute Boek:but the hosses’ profits re-
main the same, and the exploitation of
Labor goes on as vigorous as ever, . After

* 4 hundred years of successful polities the
toilers would still>find that poverty, hun-
ger, and wants roams the land, and they
are not one step mearer to emauncipation, :

The T.W.W. aims at the basis of ex. * - .
ploitation: it centres its attack at the
root of the profit making system. Where Actions speak louder than words,

" else, but at the point of produetion, does act. _ o ;

)

They are slaves -who fear.fo speak

" For the fallen and the weak;
They are slaves who will pot choose,
Hatred, scoffing and abuse,
Rather than in silence whrink
From the truth they needs must think,
They are slaves who dare not be
In thé right with {wo or three.

Let us

this ‘robbery take place! Surely no one

anything but the vested wrongs and ex-
isting evils, , We wish to build up a so~
ciety where the mighty forces of produc=’

the -

of artieles quickly consumed, are amply,

The abgorbing '

in produe-.

. JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL. -

~ — THE POLITICAL SCRAMBLE.

By Tom Barker.

For quite a long period, let us hope,
we are to be gpared the caterwaulings of
the political infallibles, who have been
shadow sparring for the amusement of
those who have emancipated th tves
from the pipe dreams of a ballot born
utopia. They are both thoroughly fagged
out for at least two and a half years.
Incidental mare's nests will be period-
ically discoyered by the successful pie-
counter experts. The unsuccéssful ones
will look round  for a chopping block.
Theal. W.W. will be disembowelled and
hunfout to dry. Brother Brookfield
will bk appointed his due share of the

blame. - Labor (God help them!) Leader -

Storey has already, - after four wecks’
careful research, discovered that the big
brother from Broken Hill has lost his
party six seats. It may break the fragile

hearts of the guys who lost the pie tick- .

efs, but why should Brother Brookfield

worry 1 !

Mr, Bowling, candidate for the Senate,
did some zig-zagging stunts during his
struggle for a saddle and bridle. Once
upon a time Peter got crossways of the
authorities and received from that emin-
ent humanitarian, Mr. Justice Pring, a
fine piece of legal smash, which resulted
in Peter getting an enforced sojourn in
one of His Majesty’s hotels. Now the
other day Peter-was-at Maunly, a suburh
that abounds with the blut blood of onc
ngfun. and in order to make his alley
good; he called for three cheers for His
Majesty, How Peter must have appre-
ciated H.M.’ hospitality. I've had some,
but I'nr hanged if ever I felt enthusiastic
about it, :

All  th
for their
very har

wiseacres are finding excuses
ailure. The reasons are not
to find, seeing that from indi-
cations thAt only about 57 per eent. of
the ‘“‘sovereign’ people considered it
worth while voting for either party. The
party that would naturally suffer from

both apathy and sheer anti-political {cel--

ing would be the Labour party. The Lib-
erals among the workers worship
ballot to a far greater extent than the
Laborites, and, consequently, although
uumerigull:,' weaker, would poll stronger.

The Australian workers are undoubted-
ly getting thoroughly sick of the whole
husiness of electing political hell-weth-
ers, and getting in return a good deal of
cheek, and no results worth eonsidering.
The political buneo business smells as
high as a guano deposit, and there is
little need to wonder why thousands are
turning their attention to weapons of 2
more practical nature. Twenty years of
suecessful polities have altered nothing
for the betterment of the working eluss,
Exploitation is more intense to-day, the
security of employment is less, and-all
the general conditions of the working
cluss ure worse to-day than they were in
?he_‘qld days, Polities has altered nothing,
and by its very nature, cannot. It has
emancipated ex-umbrella peddlers, third-
rate- miners and refined swaguien, hoth
financially and intellectually. The opera-

the *

tions of environment works won :
days, and weeks, and years, d%ah:u
Brogkfield, M.L.A., took the oath o n!
of the confidence men took umbrage ni
it *'Leave-him-alone;”"—-says - 2
Holman, ““He'll be all right whey he
draws his first salary.”’ Holman KNgw

Politicians will put their defeat doy,
to apathy, To @& certain extent they
right. But the anti-political feeling
growing factor. Now that politics i
proved conclusively to be a inarionette
show rigged by the master class, to dupe
and foul_thc crowd, while the business of
systematic exploitation proceeds,
workers are being roused to. the. question
of new weapons and new Pphilosophies
The political superstition. (the most daw.
nable excepting patriotism)  exists, upon
the credulity of the masses. If the uass.
es abstain from participation, the whole
strueture begins to shake, Auother eap.
italist side issue is hurled aside, another
fool story exposed. 3

The days of alleged representative go.
vernments are almost over, The indys.
tiial state, or master class dicmtnrship
with international affiliations, stands to-
day as the Supreme, the All-Powerfyl
Polities is-merely the shadow of the ju.
dustrial hierarchy. Tinkering with shag.
ows leads nowhere, uot even 1o a six-hour
day. The days of Government by Con.
miy_s:un'.are with us. The days of highly
paid medioerities  and sheer nonentitios
in the pelitical sphere are going for ever,
Changes of form of government are ip.
evitable during these days of the greater
Industrial Revolution. The Lahor myve.
ment is subject to the sawe clavifying
processes, and the tendency iy (owards
Labor as an organie Tactor operating up.
on the field 'of industry.

Old wowen in trousers with the fog.
hound ossified ideas of a quarterwi u cen.
_tury ago bawl denunciation of the LW.W.
Their eaterwauls are as ludierous as heir
ideas are stagnant. Nevertheless, the day
of the ignorant cockroach business man
ag the dominant factor in Labor political
circles is going, These bourgeois mingd.
ed waybaeks ean have thei conferences
and their resolutions, and theiv hallot
box can be well dispensed with. They
can play with them till the cows ecome
heme,

Political parties are the dusthins of
the working class movements, That is
the only serviee they perform; although
u neeessary one.  They keep the wmove
ment clear of the drifters and the hind-
rances to. progress.

The LW, W. does not care who gets in-
to the pie shops. The econenic fight is
the only one, We aré after the sub-
slanee, the. shadow (poor old blind-cyed
thing!) can look after itself. One Big
Union is THE thing, the rest is the ima.
gination of an epinm fend.” There is only
one to Power, and thal is by conerele
tangible organisation on the lines of in
dustr™, for the control of the jubs. -

And the politicians, sueeesstul and oth-
crwise, John Storey ineluded, can GET

WORK !

Wi
are
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REVOLUTION & EVOLUTION,

Many people today look upon the word re-
volutlon as meaning something connecled with
blood-shed and chaos, and if spoken to on the
subject, will ‘quickly answer, "You can adve-
cate revolutionary tactics if you like, but 1
rin my faith to evolution.”

This 1 have heard many times, and 1 have
often wondared li' they really understood the
meaning of the terms they used.
and evolution are words which mean practic-
ally-the-same-thing. the only-difference being
in degree. To put it more plainly, or in a
more understandable form, REVOLUTION IS
WHOLESALE EVOLUTION, AND EVOLU-
TION RETAIL REVOLUTION. To speak, of
evolution without revolutfon is-almost as bad
is postulating effects without ‘causez, Revo-

lutions are generally the PRIMAILY FACTORS i i
_ as an effecy s preceded by a cause, jus

AN THE EVOLUTIONARY_PROCESS. .

1t was the revolutionary charges in the ma-
chinery of the 18th centiry that compelled
the people to evolve from the simple to tha
complex; compelled them' to educate in order
o conirol the new modes of production. The
revolulionary change éreated by this war is
hotind to glve a stimulug to the evolution of
our class, inamich as it has caused all classes
of men to be brought into closd -contact with
one amother, caused an interchange of ideas
between the advanced segtion of the commu-
nity and the backward rural section, and
IDEAS BEING THE ADVANCE GUARD OF
ACTIONS, we may look forward to happen-
In-_.-a which otherwise might have been delayed
another century, The Russfan revolution will
haveplayed a great part In the evolution of
the Russian peoples. The Jact that it has
been the meass of liberating Its most capable

Revolution

working class advocates, would alone be a

" suflicient guarantee for that, Moreover, Lbese
reople who were passive serfs, who wero re-
coneiled to their slavery, who thought that
SUCH CONDITIONS ALWAYS WAS, AND
ALWAYS WOULD BE {many good Australisds
believe this). When they feel the breath of
freedom, when they reallse ihe liberties they
have gained, it musl inevitably awaken (ke
fdesire for greater liberties and in o doing a™
velerate the evolutionary process. "

Rebel, too, Is & term that is generally wi:
—understoad.Men gpeak of rebeis today 84
being something of a human monsier: the
very assoclation of ideas connects the mame
with the hangman's rope or the fring squad.
They do not realise THAT REBEL3 HAVE
BEEN, AND ARE, THE MAKERS OF s
TORY. Right down through tle pages of
history, we trace the changes, and jusl as “"::

t
sure is a change preceded by a rebeler ™
bels. ~These history makers Lave at all s
had 16 bear the brunt of persecution. %
only from the class they rebelled agains!,
BUT ALSO FROM THE CLASS THEY WERE
FIGHTING FOR, Still, they persisted 1
preaching thelr glorlous gaspel of discontedt -

Why do you not take these lessons ""‘“r

“ history, Mr. Wage Slave? Why do you 1\-:
help, fnstead of  hindering  the I

" DUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLDY
These men are fighting for you ;
stand passive, or assist your ‘masters most
assuredly will your children apd the f‘ﬂﬁ
generations condemi you, just as ¥0U tnc»
demn the actions of your forebeart "w
helped -to persecute the men who foosht
the few privileges you men enjoy. §

H.ER
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The Daily Ration.
Arbitration! What a howling faree—

what a pious fraud.  Arbitration! the
coward’s refuge, the fool’s hope, the

. bonchead’s grave!

E

What is arbitration? It is the Gov-
“erimnent systematising “the agreements
petween masters and men—agreements
which in many -other countries are fixed
up by the companies and frusts, -1t is, in
short, the Government doing the work
for the Boss.

Let us consider the procedure adopted
by this piece of ‘‘machinery.” In direet
contradistinetion to the objective of the |
Labor platform, namely, ‘‘To secure to~
the worker all that he produces,’” the
grbitration
a worker can live on. He is then award-
ed that niggardly share of the results of
his toil -and Kas to face a lawyer’s bill
and other bills too numerous to mention
to compensate for the luxury of being
told on good authority how cheaply he
can live if he sets his mind to it. Talk
about. “‘Terrible Bill’’- rationing the
German-workers! “He is only a big mug
ranged alongside ““Us and Co.”” Pasy
the nosebag, Horace, and let us see the

wonderful contents thereof!  There's
tough meat and artificial bread and
shoddy stuff of various kinds for the

wage plugs. If they can live on 5/ per
week; verily, I say unto you, 5/ shall be
the wage! To'live deceutly these times
one would require £10 per week,

~siree workers are content to exist on’
per week, then £2/17/6 is considered
enough. Thus ‘wages ave based on  the
cost of a certain standard of living. An

. ox grazing in the field also gets a living!

The workers are on the same level as a
machine.  The machine requires oiling
three times per day to keep it in running
order. The worker requires light refresh-
ments — three times-per day-also.  But
while the machiu®e costs money, the work-
ers on the other hand are the cheapest
of all things that are cheap, and: go beg-
ging everrwhere. The machine is there-
fore of more value than many workers,
and gets overhauled and cleaned up oe-
easionally, while Mr. Bloek turns up his
toes to the daisies ‘‘unwept, unhonored

“and unsung.”” 2
Arbitration will never overthrow the
capitalist system. The securing of ‘‘a
fair day’s pay for a fair day's work" is
an objective which-should be given the
boot. Industrial organisation is the way
out, beeause it is based on the class
struggle, and aims at the complete over-
throw of the capitalist system.
x AR,

Nicholls, M.H.R.. on
Nicholls, Esq,

; =
The following gem- is from ‘an ~election
dodger, Hold us while we shriek!—Ed..

Mr. Nicholls entered the employ of the
Cement Company, but was not deslined to
remain in that employ for any length 6t
time,' By his ability, perseverance and taet,
Mr. Nicholls won for himself the respect

" and admiration of his comrades, with the
result that be was elected secretary of the
local union, a position he has held for six-
¥ears. In that position Mr. Nicholls hag in-

+ deed a splendid record. In the six years
there has only been one stoppage of work.
and.on that oceasion the men acted against
hix advice. However, Mr. Nicholls eventu-
ally won, and the men relirned to. work.
Sineq then no trouble of any kind bas of
curred,, The most cordial relations_ thanks
7 Mr. Nicholls, have existed between {he

_‘Wen and the management, a fact which wi

be verified by the. manager of {he company.

Blessed are the modest, for they shall have
A lease of the pie-counter.

2 WARNING. ;
FELLOW-WORKERS IN U.S8.A, CANADA,
AND AUSTRALIA—Don't let the pmploying
tlasi foof you fo g6 over lo Norway any
lenger.*" The living conditions are terrible
fiere. and no place to sleep, wherever you go
hete I Noray. : * :
& oy h‘—mz Bergen are there aix hundred
(5%} %orkingmen and women without a place
o sleep. S z
_There in supposed {o be about fiva or siX
Yindred men out of work in Bergen just 1w,
(Bercen’s Kommuned, or the City of Ber-
1. will soon have an advertisement (that
men dre wanted for fo bulld up the City’ of
Persen. but now, Fellow-Worker, if you do
Ral want. tn !,; rdul‘ed, stay away. ‘
Don't ehip fo Norway any place. Don't let
B8 grafiers fool you any longer
CJUS BJORKLUND, Organiser. ~
Bergen, Jan. 23th, 1917,

Fii

‘cognition of our comrades,. who

The LW.W. In’ org the workers
along the lines of industry, is definitely carry-
ing out the historic “mis of the working-

SOMETHING NOW.

olA Mliuul action. It is not, however, prov-

~class in forming the structire of the new so -

clety within the shell of the old.

Can the political Soclsalists, who from the'
lofty helght of philosophy, décry the eforts
of the “militant minority,” as reformistic and

palliative, clalm as much? I do not think

50. The cry of many of our rightly impatient
critics of the Socialist moyvement, “But we
want something NOW," has been misconstrued
60 as to indicate that such critics lacked re-
volutionary eentiments, and were but concern-

ed with satlafylng their prassnt.

clety containe within itself the germ of its
forces constantly operating which will eventu-
ally,” ete,, ete. ;i = v

The “blind forces” and “the germ of de-
struction” seem to have been beneath the re-
still philo-
sophise with folded arms upon the inevitability
of the revolution. s

‘What definite plan of action have they em-
barked upon, to take over the weans of pro-
duction? Whilst they allowed the movement
to stagnate into a debating  sociely, spltting
halra upon abstruse points in Marxian ccono-
mics and philosophy, the storms of the world
gathered unheeded on the horizop, and, burst-
ing, found the working-class unprepared to
stay the advance of a master-class, bent on
their more complete enslavement.

~ The trouble may be traced to the policy ut :

advocating political, instead of class-conscious
industrial action. In advocating the use
political action, Socialists propose .lo seize
upon an inostitution peculiar to the capitalist
class.

Parliaments and- the organisations connected _
vith it were Lhe evolutionary outcome of (he
requirements. and were devised by lhe grow-
ing bourgeois class in-feudal times, to furlher
the interests of that elass, toward the over-
throw of feudalism. They were the natural
outcome of the guilds of merchants.

The function of the State was to harmo-
nlously adjust the differences arising from
the clash of material inlerests amongst the
various sections of the Property Owning Class,

To enforce obedience (o their mandates an
army #nd navy were parts of the administra-
tion. In their time and day they were all
sufficient, and served their purpose well
enough, but with the advent of the jeint
stock company in England, about 1830, and
after the close of the civil war in America, .
the power of parliament and kindred organisa.
tions declined, !

For the past fifty years Parliament and the
legal imstitutions connected with it, In short

. the bourgeois Stale, has been gradually losing
' power, and instead of the Government domi-

nating all sections and maintuining a palance,
we have the spectacle in advanced capitalistic
countries of its subjugation so completely,
that the hf:urgeol.u made laws are thrust aside
by the plutoeracy without a thought of comse-
quences. Particularly is this the ¢ase in the
United Siates, where the legislatures are dom-
inated or ignored accordingly, as il suits the
Truets (Standard Oil, Steel, and other Trusts,
flouts the laws with impunity) ville “America
in Ferment,” or any other recent bourgeois
ecconomist  wrilings. Lawson in “Frenzfed
Finance,” issued as long ago.dis 1905 (1he
year of the foundation of our organisation)

e

X el £ L neads..
~finds~out How LITTLE It has been comstantly uttered, “Every so-

of -

ing the lete st it was d it
would be. Already the " i
be disregarded “when the necessity arises” by

the powers that 'be. - :

There are, however, other aspects to be
taken Into conmideration. . .

First of all, it seems taken for granted that
the electoral system is pure. The bonesty
of the master class bureaucrats is likewise
-taken for granted. . Disfranchisement is a com-
mon trick In this other countries. 1 can:
nol do better than my OWn cise &3 an
Instance. i ;

on the rblls, by some person (not named) on
the grounds that I had been absent from the
electorate one month. I had been workipg in
the country, earning my living, and had been
absent one month and five days. [ was gra-
clously given twenty days in which to, mike
explanation. Here is the point. The objection
was lodged agaimmt me on the 9th of February,
but the paper was nol posted till the 27th
March. The roils had been closed the pre-
vious day. The paper had taken six weeks to
reach my address one and & half miles away.

Granted, where Parliament is still the power,
that ‘a candidate Is: returned to Parliament,
that his undated resignation is in the hands of
a popular commilttes, that the power of recall
hangs over his head—he must take an oath of
alleglance to the” present reglme. on 'his en-
_Arance finto a legislative  chamber, . where
ke speedily recognises his. inability to vote the
present. acheme out of existence. So that So-
cialists, when returned to Parliament, becom-
ing conservative, have been automatically
compelled to carry on the ‘'work of a Capitalist
Government, nay, have helped the power of
_the masters to_assume giganlic. proportions,
and have considerably hind. working-clasa
progress, They have lulled(the workers into
A sense of security, am a ‘of passiv-
ism till the storm woke them to realisation of
their impotency. 2

Seeing the uselessness of attempling to cap-
ture the political machine by a majority of
votes, or else tiring of walting for the capital-
ists to volunlarily abdicate, many enthusiasts
have been disgusted with the whole business,
and bave estranged themselves from all move-
ments. %

Then clearly to attempt 1o revolutionise
politics would be as logical as altempting to
revolulionise any other master-class institution
. —the Chambers of Ci ce, for t

Thus, we come to the conclusion lhat théas
not in favor of “doing something mow,” are
political reformers, of else must be in favor
of doing NOTHING now, but wait for “blind
economic forces™ Lo atltain for the workers
“such a pitch of misery” that something must
happen.

This is the claszs of Socialist-we all know,
the man who is content to mouth platitudes
while the working-class rinks ever deeper into
the mire of capilalist squalor, losing the spirit
of revoll all the while. He i3 u revolutionist
by reaction, a man who is rapidly philosophis
ing himself out of existence, who, In an attl:
tude of fatalistic inertness, waits for the reve
lution to accomplish itself about the year 000,
by a miracle. He Is akin to his brother So-
cialist, who expects by a preponderance of
voles {o capture the machine aboul the jear
2000, and who expects the plutocracy to ga-
ciously retire before the popular demand, snd

describes how parliaments, couris, and admin- - allow itself be legislated oul of exis‘ence, Both

istrative bodidg are bought by the Standard.
OIl and Copper Trusts. "Public opinion” and
the feeble protesis of the press, representing
the smaller capitalists, regarding this bar-
zainipg and (rafficking are disregarded. show-
ing the enormous power which they had -gain-
ed even twelve years ago.

On the day the working class won the right
to vote, they lost their hold on the very wea-
pons with which they had gained the “‘sacred
right of manhood suffrage,” and so weakenad
themuplves.—They -fought—for-and-gained—a—
weapon, which served tbem no purpose and so
achieved but-a hollow - victory. —“Bul,™ I -hear..
someone object, parrot-like, “we ecan't' afford
to leave political action - alone. because it
won't leave us alone.” How pathetic!  You
forget thal we have not achieved conirol of
the means of production, which those. who
rontrol this institutions possess. et

We have beard fhe self-rame Socialista till
we grew tired, beseech the worker to "slop
boring from within.” Recognising that craft
unfonism is an already, obsolete WORKING-
CLASS weapon, lhey are yet so inconsistent
as to advocate the uvse of an already out-of-
date MASTER-CLASS weapon with which - to
combat the advance of {he master-cluss.

Even at its best, political action in the shape
of initiative and Teferendum ls hut a useless
move, because of the inherent weaknesses.

In cases where the direct vote has speplngly/
triumphed, it will be found on analysis (hat
the vote has been an expression on a-clear-
cut elass fssue with s threat economic
power behind it. Of such a nature was thg
recent referendum, which -our politiéal friends
hail with satisfaction, as a proof of the value

accuse us of reform, because we advocate a
six .hours" work-day, etc., and yet have the
inconsistency to advocate the use of a weapon
of a past time, which never belonged to their
class.  Both are “borers from  within," If
there ever wers. ¥

On the other hand, let us turn lo something
more virile than the philosophers and DO
NOTHINGS. a3

The 1.W.W. has for its first pbject, the
organi; of the working-c!
IR will enable it to carry on the every-
day fight against the capitalist class, that is
along-the-lines of -industry; e

Secondly, by virtue of the form of organ-
isation necessary to combat the advances of
moders capitalism toward- complete oligarchic
industrial contrgl; the’ working-class is recelv-
ing a training in the mapnér in which industry
~will- be carried-on--when capitalism and ils
awful wilepesses are things.of the past. When
poverty, ‘crime, degradation. are forgotien,
where paupers, criminals, degenerales are van-
ighed, where a noble mankind lives noble lives
and rejoices in new-found freedom.

STEVE.

(e,
=
One Big Unlon is more powerful than any
Parlilament. Kaiser, or Czar. What about it,
+ follers? t o

| m—————— L3
“By organising indusirially we are forming

the structure of fhe new soclely within the
shell of the old.”

N

s Into such &

We are all of us, looking forward cres-
tures. But thers are times when we are

E“,‘l?_&mlui&_ﬂi_kem_ on_it. The pre.
sent moment is one of these keen moments

AS OUR EYES LOOK ACROSS SPACE
AT THE “TWELVE' in THERE for our
sakes. Men and women aré never more
energetio  in imagining
when it is UNCERTAIN.
‘*Ob, yes, I feel sure they're innocent
men,’" he told mé, **but er—suppose—er."*
I felt my lips tighten, for o hard ronly,
but I relexed again, and swallowed my
‘'suppose—hell 1"
“You see, if T sign that protest, ov if
I joined the organisation, I ‘supposs’ 1'd
get the sack—How do I know I

And I didn’t. I couldn't guarantee tiat
those things he ‘‘supposed’’ might not

occur, and in reality they were fearfully

probable.

*“I see—you're one of those chaps who
do ot believe in facing a thing squarely,
and dealing with it in the concrete; you
Just whiz around it, ‘‘supposing and sup-
posing."’ 2

Then I told him about a man who visit-
ed a friend for dinner, and heard there
was to be pheasant on the menu, and he
liked pheasant; too. But the neWwspapers
had been warning the people not to eat
‘pheasant, Tor it was dangerous, for the
birds in that neighbourhood had been eat-

"ing poison berries. He brought with hign

a bottle of emetic from the chemist and
sat down and ate the pheasant heroically
like n man, facing death with each mouth-
ful. However, there happened- to-be no
use for the emetic; but you ste he was
not one of those ‘‘supposing’” kind of
ehaps; he faced things prepared.

“You know Grant well,”” I ventured.

+““Yes,”” he replied, “‘mote than well—and

the whitest man that ever hreathed!"

"A.pd yet, you'd not risk a paltry job
for him—that , whitest man that ~ever
breathed.” “You’d just whiz, whiz,
around ‘supposing!’ ’’

”Yuu..l'll pign your Protest,”” he said,
““and I'll join up, and throw in my lot
with the fighters.””

As he signed it, he scemed to breathe
more freely, and over his fuce grine’ a
nantle of determination,

As [ left him to tackle some other men
who were “whiz, whiz, whizzing and sup-

-posing,”" T said as a ‘parting advice.

“Mind you take an emetie with you an
the job, and let them all have a ‘swig' t
it, if it is required.”’

BETSY H. MATTHIAS.

What We Want.

—_ :

If ev'rywhere the land was bare,
And not a blade would grow,
We'd bear it fair, content Lo share,

A universal woe. i

What God denies dependeni Man,
Perforce must Man endure;
But what a man denjes to Man,

Admits of Man to cuie

Hut fools would starve, on ev’ry hand,
Aihounding ample store,

Then swear, my fellow-workingmen,
To be such fools no more.

We want the spirit of a map,
Developed in your breast;

No_slave's-ideal, but one demand
“The best for us, the besL"

The best for us, the working bees,
Of busy human hives:

We want the tools of industry;
“We want to own our lives,

“We want a billfon throats to yell,
In soul impassioned etrain,

“We've staryed and hungered heretolors,
By Hell, - we won't again.”

0, Custom’s fetters that bind onr lves,
And make & Hell of Earth;

How easily we could make H, friends,
A smiling hour of mirth.

We-wan your kelp, we want your thought,
We want the sense of right,

To galvaniee your latent strength,
To re-constructive might.

The sands of life are runping fast;
_The chalns won't WEAR away;
How #00" we stirt lo shatter them,

It rests with you to say. -

W. H. LEVEY.

the future than

d I listened patiently.....

iy ?Oxiliflf__Suppose. o
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~ Rev. F. Sinclair on Politics.

5

Politics and politicians are our equiva-
lent for the games of the circus by means

nation, we Australisns, with our seven
Parliaments, suffer from politics on the
brain; 'We take our polities more ser-
iously than our ecricket and football, and
at least as seriously as our horse racing.
This. state of affairs must be immensely
gratifying, not only to the vanity of our
politicians, but to the conservative and
reactionary elements in our midst. If I
were a capitalist of the worst kind, there
i8 nothing I would more willingly encour-
age.and endow thafi these various sports,
which make people forget their wrongs
and the wrongs of the world. But desir-
ing as I do to see the world changed, and
knowing that it cannot be changed by the
crowds who shout on racecourses and at
political meetings, I cannot but regard
our preoccupation with sport, and par-
tieularly with politics, as the gréatest ob-
stacle to the progress of Australia.
Even oconsidered as sport, our polities
at the present moment will not bear-much
talking about. . ‘The sport is particnlarly
dirty. For months the air has been thick
with accusations bandied to and fro by
prominent members of both parties. Vio-
lent partisans on either side may make up
their minds to believe all the bad that is
said of the other side, and none that is
said of their own. But any attempt at
dispassionate criticism leads very speed-
ily to the donclusion that there is not
much to choose between one side and the
other. It is not at all edifying or reas-
ing, for example, to hear denuncia-
tions of Mr. Hughes from those whe a
few months ago were his thick-and-thin
supporters. It may be true, and I for one
-believe it to be true, that Mr. Hughes
has done more than any one man in Aus-
tralia to lower the. standards of public
decency and destroy our national self-res-
pect.  For, that reason it is essential
- that he should be deprived of office. But
except that Mr. Hughes is more capable,
more determined, and more cunning than
his opponents, is there anything to choose
between them? But, it may be said, we
have to choose, not between persons, but
between policies. Well, but hat is the
policy of the Federal -Labor party? Mr.
Tudor's ridieulous ‘‘manifesto’’ may, by
courtesy, be regarded as containing a
““policy.’”” But a more feeble and disin-
genuous document could hardly have
been written. So conscious is Labor of
its own feebleness that it is practically
staking its hope of success at the polls on
the fear of conscription. :
Conscription, it may be said, is still o
real danger, but if it is so, whose fault
is it? © Five months ago we were being
- told by these same Labor politicians that
conseription was dead, and we have bean
celebrating its funeral and applauding
ourselves for having killed it any time
sinee the end of October. If conscription
is onee again threatening us, it is entirely
the fault of the party which failed to fof”
low up its victory last year. The inters
vening months have been wasted in post-
mortems and self-congratulations, when
they should have been devoted to the
elaboration of a constructive policy. The

Labor party, which is now roaring as:
gently as a sucking dove about winning
the war, ought to have been:placing be-
ever official Labor may say, that is what
the great majority of the rank and .file
desire. The fact i3 that our Labor poli-
ticians are rapidly-becoming as complete-
ly out of touch with the real feeling of
the country’ on this subject as Mr.
Hughes was when he imagined he could
carry conscription. - Labor has lost its
opportunity, and if it is defeated at the
{polls, it will not even have. the consola-

“tion:0f having-becn-defented-for-a- prin—

ciple. The principle, such as it is, is in
the possession of the other side.

The action of the Central Executive of
the P.L.C. in forbidding its branches to
send delegates to the Baster Peace Con-
ferenice is a pretty illustration of the
hopeless  position to which officialdom
has reduced the Labor movement. No
doubt the Executive's action was dictat.
ed mainly by the alleged necessities bf
electioneering strategy, But these neces-
sities are themselves nothing but the con-
sequence of losing the opportunity of last
October. There is, however, another as-
(peet of the matter which is, if. possible,
just a little more discreditable to the
Central Executive. The Peace movement
is their preserve, and in the true spirit
of Bumbledom, which characterises — the

courses of Labor officials, they ave an--

noyed to think that outsiders should
meddle with-it. In their own good time—
when Europe has been soaked with blood,
« . « .. when the Russian revolution-
aries and the German socialists have done
their work, when the war is just about
over, and peace is being talked openly in
Europe, when, in a word;-it-is late enough
to move safely and too late to move hon-
orably—when all these conditions are ful-
filled, we may expect the Labor Vatican
of Carlton to make a momenfous pro-
nouncement. They will just be in time
to dispute with the chureches the glory of
having been martyrs in the cause of
peace, even as they are now disputing
with the Women’s Nationdl League the
glory of winning the war. But, in the
meanwhils, it matters nothing though a
ery for help should go up from all the
democracies of the world. The essential
thing is that the destinies of Australia
should be in the hands of Central Exeeu-
tives and Labor politicians. Whatever
else happens, their safety is too precious
to be endangered. Posterity must not be
allowed 'to doubt that the Australian
Labor movement was for ‘‘winning the
war.”’ No one in the years to come must
be given a handle for aceusing the Aus-
tralian demoeracy of having desired to
bring the war to a speedy termination.
Asgersions of that kind may be directed
against Russia ,or Germany, or Franee, or
Italy, or England, but against Australia,
never! Poor Australia, onee the hope of
democracy, now waiting for its leaders
to give the signal that it may safely join
the rear of the procession! To suech a
pass-have we been brought by our poli-
ticians that our %only hope of defeating
Mr. Hughes is to support Mr, Tudor and
his *“Win the War'® party.
is there to say !—'‘Fellowship."’
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ALL MEMBERS PASSING THROUGH ARE
INVITED TO LOOK IN. GOOD LIBRARY.
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NEW AUSTRALIAN EDITION.
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TUESDAY, 8 p.m.—SPEAKERS’ CLASS.
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BYDNEY.
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“DIRECT ACTION."

Evenas You and I
: (By BERT LEACH),
With Apologies to Kipling.

A fool thers was and he cast his vote
_____(Even ss you and 1),
For ragged pants and taitered coal, ~

. And some grub on which he dido’t dote,

' He voted Labor, you'll ‘note,
(Even’as you and I).

Oh, the wark we do far. the favored few,
And the miserable wage we get.

We crack the nuts and they take the meat,

They hand us chaff and they taks the wheat,

And 'to make our bon more complete,

‘We vote for this systemWkt. <

A fool there was and he goods had none,
{Even as you and I).

He, worked like ‘ell from sun to sun,

He got no cash eo he worked for fun,

And he voted just as his dad had done
(Even ss you and I).

: i
Ob, he worked like fun from sun to sun,
And he plotted and schemed and planned,
But he just could not make both ends meet,
I his head.kept warm then he froze bis feet
And bis kids badn’t half enough to eal,
But he couldn't understand.

The fool was stripped ‘to his foolish hide,
(Even as you and I).
They couldn't use that tho' they may have
tried, - 4
And the poor old fool was kicked aside;

And his Tegs 1ived on, though, head badt—

died, o
(Even as you mﬁ}.

1t isn't the shame and it isn't the blame
That stings like a white hot brand,

It’s the cussed foolishness of a jay,
Who'll work ten hours for twonhours® pay,
And vote for the thing on ale%on day,

And will not understand.

Social and Dance.

IN SOUTHERN CROSS HALL
ON MAY 28th, 1917,
In aid of the Wives and Children of the
LW.W. men in gaol.
GOOD MUSIC.
Tickets, 1/. % .
MRS, WATERHOUSE, Sec.
MISS E. SACHS, Treasurer.

MY SALARY,

Some people have weird ideas. A -freak.

pPetrof -

Lithgow D. and R. Committee ..

_DEFENCE AND RELEASE' COMMTres

INCOME. .
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by Collection, Bathurst St (27/4,17) 149
Collection, Bathurst St. (28/4/'17) 11

(]
MDYBE oo i whlvaineian L, 190

8. Barden, Barcaldine Downs Sta-
- tlon, collection .. .. .. ., 832 §
To April 28th, 1917 .. .. .. .. £142 5 ,
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INCOMB,
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Carried forward .. .. ... .. .. 1162 5 »
Collected by Ladies' Committes .. 81
Sale of large photo ,. Sat sy 80

Collection, Bathurst 8t. .. .. .,

To May 4th, 1017 .. .. .. ., ,. £11§3 7 3
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‘-\: $BINCLAIR; Hon, s,
CORRECTION,

Date for mext Trade Unlon Conference ig
June 2nd, and not August| 2nd, as reported
last week.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

M. Gooler, 2s; J. F. Aareen, 2s; Alf Suit,
2s; J. Ostatshenco, 2s; Adam Brewer, is; p,
Lake, 48; W. H. Ellis, 25; T. Robertson, 2,

PRESS FUND,

Tom Baker, 108, &

-
BTATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES,

The working ‘class and the employing class
have nothing in common. Thers can be 1o

——

~

peace so long as hunger and want are found -

~.among willions of working people, and the
class bave™ |

few who make up the employing
all the good things of life.
Detween these two-classes a struggle must
g0 on until the workers of the world organiss
as p dlass, take possession of the earth and
the machinery of production, and aholish the
wage system. 7
We find that the centring of the manage
ment of Industries Into fewer and fewer hands
makes the trade unions -unable to cope with
the ever-growing power of the employing class,
The trade unlons foster a state of affairs
which allows one set of workers to be pitted
ngainst another set of workers in the same
industry, thereby hélping to defeat one an-
other in wage wars. Moreover, the trada
unlons ald the employlng class to mislead the "
workers into the beliet that the working class

writing to a Brisbane téry paper,
on the donation of the Q.R.U. to the De-
fence and Release Fund, asks, “Is it to pay
the high salaried I.W.W. officials?" Qur office
boy sends In the following from Long Bay:

I live beyond the pale of care,
Rich tapestries adorn my cell,
Signs of my wealth are everywhere,
And in contentment here 1 dwell.

I eat when fancy bids me eat,
My taste inclines to sumptuous fare,
Somé times the bominy is sweet,
Sometimes my cell looks grim and bare.

My salary’s regular (in my dreams),
And warders envy my proud state,

My fifteen quid a week, it seems
Has earned me their undying hate.

And in my bed at ease I lay,
A trifling matter, let it pass;

Such benefits are conserved for they
That ever fight the master class.

Should any mug kindly request,
Some learned judge to raise my screw,
rd spare his Honor's rich bequest,
And-let him do a year or two.
; PETE.

ECONOMICS.
An ECONOMIC CLASS will be held every
SUNDAY MORNING at 403 SUSSEX ST.

at IT am. Rell u
i I%UGH McCUE, Instructor.

FREE 80NG BOOKS, .

Every —person sending in the annual
subscription of 4/ to “‘Direct Action”
will receive a copy of the New Song Book
by return absolutely free. ~ Sub-getters
should tell prospective subseribers of this,
Send in your subs to.day, ‘a8 we want to

get 10,000 on the books,

The Manager, Box 98, -
Haymarket, N.S8.W. .

L}

The subscripion to “Direct Action” to amy  FOlUes is a dirty game. Workers, keep

address
postage, is as follows:

Yearly. 2/ Half-Yearly,

- Box 96 Haymarkel PO, Bydney,

%

in the Commonwealth, including

clean.

THE NUMBER OF THIS PAPER 18

have in with their em-
loyers, 2

Theso conditions can be changed and the in-
terests of the working class upheld only by an
organisation formed in such & way that all its
members in any one industry, or in all indur
tries if necessary, cense work whenever a slrike
or lockout is on in any department thereof,
thus making an injury to ome mn injury fo all.

Instead of the conservative motto, “A fair
day’s “wage for a fair day's work,” we musl
Inscribe  on our banner the revolutionary
watchword: “Abolition of\the wage system.”

1t iz the historic mission of the working
class to do away with capitallsm. The army
ot production must be organised not only for
the every-day struggle with capitalists, tut
also to carry on production when capitalism
shall have becn overthrown. By organisins
Industrially we are forming the structire of
the new soclety within the shell of the old.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS:

P. O’N.,, Wagga.—Don't . worry abouf Mr.
Cruikshank’s honesty; the fael that he
is a politician ought to be enough for the
average worklng stiff.

“Jacko,” _ Petersham —Try the “Harbinger of
Light,” or the “Sunday Times" quack
column with it.

J. L. Stanniore~Yes; really-excellent. E
why tell us s0. - .

F.—Cut out the swear stuff; the censor Is 2
Presbyterian.

J. Pope, Rece’iv:d, Thunks. Appear nest week

“Buster,” Coolah—Publish it by all meas
about 200 miles —north —of  Oodanaile
They’ll appreclate swingle 1ax up theres

“Planecla!"—Good.. We like it. :

J. McN,, Redferns="Dreams” is out ol “Night
mare,” sired by "Metbylated.” Forset i

Miss M, Granville.—The “Mettodist Tilned L
the official organ of the Fire Fscapd -4;;
sgelation. We don't know the e:lllor.ﬁ"aLL
reckon he may be humay, like Davey
and Joe Carruthers.

L~—They were NOT charged ]
fires, but with CONSPIRING
them. If you start them, you

.. years, If you ‘“‘conspire,” you
10 years. Get me?
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