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Defence Agltatlon

SCARBOROUGH NOTES.
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of the goes on apace.

That D er the reeent successful f{rame
—W'F' principal members, gent oat, far
e wide lists of names who were memboers
I of e 1.0 W., and also lists of names of men

who were bers to its paper, “Direct

Action.” 1o relate, these lists wera

sent out 10 mastér class who were employ-

+ wieked persons, and the result
1bing out process has just com-
s« a resuly of this combing oul at
or, to give It its true name,
. many men will have to seek
and masters new. And if the
of this State think, that by sack-
ng n number of militany mem-
.W., that they will put that
t of acfion, then they are in-
a great mistake, For proof of
the above siatement, - just Iook
Zmland, where the 1.W.W. were hounded
fow pillar (o post, and eventually barred al-
together. Gor's Own Country, the
are in operation at every
excepting one, and has been In
ce the early portion of February,
te of affairs are existing in a
country where the master class f.huu;:bt they
Yad settled the 1.W.W. for all time. The
agitation for the release of our twelve fellow-
ceived a bit of a set back, when
a motion :,Ilm_ for an aggregate meetinz wes
Delegate Board Meeting., Tho
as to be held for tihe pur, o5&
taots of the case ul 1ne twelve

¢ the miners, as we knaw that if
be true facts are put plainly and clearly be-
fore the workers, they will at onee see the
peed for immediate action on their part. in
order o s

There in
hods

o what?’—for being loyal to thelr elass. For
% crime of pdvocating shorter hours
conditions for the workers, and more of
Enod s in life genmerally, and be-
v i advocate these  principles
friessly and outspokenly, they were a men:
® 10 the master class who quickly placed
[®m where (héy at present lie; where they
awairin gates by

* opening of those.
autside,

El"“\lke the men inside realise the futility
f0urts of ecapitalism. Because the men
e realizc that the working class alone
T Secure heir release; becausa they knaw
* Orfanised Lebor i5° M6 key (o the situa-
L now behoves all members of the work-
% claks 1o stick together and demand the
=25 of our imprisoned champlons.

Seinz (34t we have not been altogether
"<ful in getting & mass meeting of the
b Coast wminers, we intend to hold a huge
FAMTalich at a eentral place in order that
Zaf place the true’facts before the works

k’m“"]‘l for the Imprisoned men is very
[oitest i and around Searborough.

n! tnn:-f the men remain In jail the
ation hp:‘umes and the more
eria e get-io I.W, W-ism,

04 luck 1 146 boys inside, and Buccess
e boy oursige.

BENT AXLE.

.’iy shouly iﬂ?unn be poor uhelt there ls
'ER in the wurId to make everybody rich?”

I 8 stupig. man does somethiffg Be 18
of, he alwiys says it's his duty.”

o Newn

e the release of 12 men whao _
Iying rotting in the jails of Capltalism

and _

—solidarity and-Direet-Action by-the waitresses
at Sargeant’'s. The girls are sticking to }han‘ ;

FAT AT HIS

DEVOTIONS.

MELBOURNE.

“Why is I, asked an enquiring individual
one day last week, “that Melbourne has al-
ways lagged behind Sydney In working class
militancy?" If, however, that individual were
to have put the question this way, “When will

Melbourne be as militant as Sydney?" the
answer would I bean: “When she em-
braces the ILW.W. like her gister city has

done.” During the last two weeks a keen“ob-
server would have noticed that the I.W.W.
was meeling with the reception that donates
growing interest on the part of the wage-
glaves of the southern capital. With words of
om, mingled with unvarnished tale of the
on in capitalistic soclety, the
on_the Yarra Bank for the-last twoe
have wooed the crowd with growing
s, On the firsy Sunday, Percy Brook-
field, of Droken Hill fame, gave the local &
quarter of an hour's talk on matters of wvital
import to.the working class, one of his gems
being: “If you havé got your industrial organ-
ization, then there is no need for your parlia-
ments”  Fellow-Workers Wilson, Dunn and
- Jeffery #lso spoke, a good collection finshing
ihe afterncon’s meellng Fellow-Worker
Lau,mr filled the bill in the evening on
iployment,” which was ably dealt with,
ed by an interesting discussion, Street
meelings, as of yore, were very successful,
at South Melbourne. Seventeen shillings
were eollected, and all 7D, A's” gold.

fulle

Other events of interest that oecurred dur-
g the week were the maniféstation of

guns, and demand the increased wages which
they should get. Thelr chances are enhaneed
by the stoppage of work by the cooks of the
establishment, At present the militant fe

" Local 8 has expericnced & favourabie

males are performing the hazardous, but vi-
tally essential work of picketing the restaur-
ants concerned. Let us all jeoin in hoping
that they get all that they are fighting for,
and much more added.  Another, but not so
hopeful event of interest In the ballot of the
members of the V. R. U. and other unions
connectéd with the railways, to see if they
will strike for she purpose of obtaining their
own particular brand of wages board to settle
their long standing grievances. Officially, they
are agalnst the weapon of the strike an &
means of winning from the fraternal Govern-
ment better conditions and wages, etc, and
claim’ alleglance to the principle embodied in
wages boards.

Last Sunday another bumper propaganda
meeting was held on the Yarra Bank. Fellow-
Workeérs Wilson and Jeffery did the “‘chin-
wagging” to an Jnlerenlu'd audience. A fairly
decent collection eventuated, although not as
good as the previous Suhdny. In the Hall,
“the Paris Commune” was the matter deall
with, Fellow Worker Jeffery performing the
dealing part of the business, i i

Friday night’s mecting, with F.W’s. Wilson,
Dunn and Woolf, was a marked success. All
“D.A's.” were sold, and 17s. collected, like
previous Friday night.

The work of getting money for the wives
and children of the “Twelve True Blues” |s
prueseding apace. The subscription forms are
being used, and with other means of raising
funds & decent sum }s calculated to be the
resufl, .. Other mesns also. of getting am wxi
tion going for the release of the “Boys In
Jail” is being attended to; so that altogether
fort-

night. >
NORMAN JEFFERY.

Defenceﬁgitation.

. MILDURA,

Onee more the A.W.U. can take credit
unto itself for having saved the master class
from the just demands of the slaves.

This time it Is in the fruit industry at Mil-
sdura. A few of the discontented ones called
a meeting, with the object of trying to move
In the direction of hizgher wages,

No less than five of the stupid parasites
who batten on the workers forming the A WU,
attended our meeting and advised the slaves
not to strike for more pay. Told them that
he slaves), wern the best pald toilers
world, and if they only waited for the
expiration of Parasite IMiggins' Award of
974 a day, which holds good until six months
after the European sldughter s over they
would zet another award, and so go on In
peace and prosperity.

These officials who are ;,ulmj: six and in
some cageg seven pounds a week, Lold the
worker that if they went on strike the

A W.U., which bhas a bank balance running
into thousands of pounds, would not gupport
Its members, not even (o the extent of a single
loaf of bread. .

“And these are thy gods, O Israj

These are the men who are :\lwa‘!‘m in and
out of season, lelling the slaves that the
A, W.U. stands for working class solidarity
and booming it up as the greatest fighting or-
ganisalignswon this globe. :

These are the men who never mount a box
without abusing the ILW.W
the members of that organi
in the interests of the master-class,

Well, we will leave it to the intelligence ol
th A W.U. membership tb say who functions
in the bosses’ interests—the men who try
upon every occaion to raise wages, lower
bours, and get better conditions all round;
or the paragitical £1 a day officials who
ndvise their members to coutinue at work for
long hours, a paltry wage, and hellish condi-
tions generally .

The hour for the forming of

a militant

working class organisation is at hand. And
the economic condjtion of the day, and not
the I.W.W. will be responsible for the burial
of the useless working class or, alion.

TOM O'CONNOR.

SOUTH AFRICA,
Johanneshury,
Editor *'Direct Action,”’

Dear Conmrade,

At the annual conference of the In-
ternational Soeialist League (South Af-
riea) held on the 14th January, 1917, it
was resolved:

“That this conference express sym-
pathy with the LW, W, members who have
been senteneed to imprisonment in Aus-
tralia, and that we protest inst same.
_That this resolution be sent to headquar-
“ters in Australia,

Wishing you every success,

1 remaih,
Fraternally yours,
D. IVAN JONFS,
Sceretary.

12/2/17.
Sydney.

The appeal of the LW.W. men for a new
trial has been dismissed. It will remain (o
the lasting disgrace to the organised workers
of Neaw South Wales if they fail to use their
pelitical and industrial strength to its extreme
Iimit to obtain the relese of their fellow-
workers.

—"Townsville Federal.”

Through all the long, dark night of years,
The people's ery ascendeth,
And. carth -6 -wet witlr - blood “and tears,
But our meek sufferance endeth;
The few sghall not for éver gway,
% The many moil in sorrow;
ThaPowoers of Hells are strong
Our Kingdom come.io-morrow.
--Gerald Hmey

to-day; -
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Significance of
~The Russian

Revolution.

Russia! The very name was enough
to set some people trembling with fear
and alarm, apd make others cover their
faces in shame and anger. Russia! The
home of autoeraey, torture, outrage,
exile; the pluce where the knout, the

. terrible mines of Siberia, and the long
bloody trails through the snow that lead
to life’s imprisonment were common oe-
currences. Russia!  The land where
speech was stifled, agitation suppressed,
and the radical press smothered. Russia!®
‘Where students and mild reformists were
foreed to meet in secret and surreptit-
iously spread their literature.

Now, like a thunderbolt from the blue,
ALL THESE THINGS ARE CHANGED
and the people of  Holy Russia -are
STEERING STRAIGHT TOWARDS DE-
MOCRACY IN ALL THINGS.

Autoeraey and all its baneful influeneces
are swept away, and in their stead have
arisen political libertics such as Russia
had never before known. The double
cagle of the Czar and his minions has been
hauled down and the RED FLAG OF
THE PPEOPLE has been unfurled.

This is not a ““eoup d'etat," as some of
the eapitalist press have stated, bat it is
i revolution proper, a complete ghange
from autocraey te demoeracy.

It ecan be truly said that this is NOT
“A BOURGEOISE REVOLUTION, BUT
A PROLETAR X. It has heen reported
in the capit press that the start of
the revolution was a GENERAL STRIKE

brought about by the starvation of the
people,
The “SAM. Herald,”” Mareh 27th al-

lows the following to slip inte its eolumns

“General Kornfloff, commander of the
troops in Petrograd, says that the war is
impossible i the workers’ committee per-
sists in agitating among the troops. The
Soecial Demoeratie party, throagh their
newspaper, “*Golos Prawdy,”” published
the centril committee’s resolution incit-
ing the soldiers.to leave the trenches and
go over to the enemy, asserting that this
would immediately evoke a fraternal res-
ponse on the part of the Germans, and
that the war among the nations wohld
then promptly collapse, enabling - the
army and the people to devote them-
telves to the FINAL OVERTHROW OF
THE RULING CLASSES." .

From the foregoing it will be seen that
it is the workers whe are earrying on the
fight; and it is the teilers of Rtssin who
are most vitally concerned in the success
of the revolution. . The workers are now
anxious teo GO RIGHT ON WITH THE

~~ JOB,sind.not stop until the plutocracy is
also cleaned up. Starvation . they have
suffered long, enough, and they are now
anxious, while the game is on, to WIPE
OUT THE CAUSE OF STARVATION,
and establish an industrial republie.

“This speaks volumes for what is likely
to happen in the near future.

" ment

All eyes are now upoen Russia. Tn-
stead of looking upon her with horror
and loathing, we now lock to her with
pride and joy, and lift our hats .and
raise our voices in, praise and encourage-
to the rebels who had the cour-
age to fight against such TREMENDOUS
ODDS. -

It is somewhat amusing to notice the
attitude of the eapitalist press towards
the revolution. One would think by read-
ing their ecolumns that it was wholly and
solely an anti-German move. But t?
The press of the master class is justify-
ing the revolution, speaking of it as a
good thing, and praising the rebels for
overthrowing. the Czar. But one pauses
to think what a different figure the cap-
italist rags would have eut if the revolu-
tion had failed. If such were the case,
it would have surely been reported a n
LW.W, outrage, a pro-German conspir-
acy, a treasonable plot to help the en
emy. German gold and enemy agents
would have been mentioned. But the
revolution so far HAS BEEN A SU(-
CESS, and that makes all the difference.

The words of Sir J, Harrington rving
true to-day as in the day they were spok-
en. ‘Treason never prospers; what's
the reason? For if it prosper none dare
call it treason.”” How well he understood
the capitalist press.

The Provisional Gevernment which has
taken control in Russia has issued @
manifesto in which the following reforms
are set out:—

An imwmediate general amunesty for all
political and religious offenders

Freedom of speeel.

Freedom of l‘lu: Press, =t

Freedom of Tabor  organisations  and
freedom to strike.

Extension of these liberties to the

troops, so far as military and technical

conditions permit.

Abolition  of all soeial. religions, and
natédnal restrietions.

Immediate preparations for summoning
a Constituent Assembly which will es-
tablish the Govérnmental regime and
constitution of the eountry.’

The coming into being of the mention-
ed reforms will mean that  Russin will
be a LONG LONG WAY AHEAD OF
AUSTRALITA in relation to human free-
dom.

Russia, with no political prisoners, with
the exiles from the awful mines of Sib-
erian coming home _to take part in the
SOCIAL REGENERATION, is a striking
contrast to Australia. Russia, with free-
dgm of speech and freedom of the press:
with the right to organise and the right
to strike makes Australians envy her
Russia, with the national flag trampled
in the dust, and the Red Flag of Lib
mtertily floating over all public building
is an object of wonderment and pride to
Australian workers.

If the reforms which are now being en
acted in Russia were in operation in Aus-
tralia, wo would think oursclves well
off; but while other countries are ad-
vaneing towards freedom, the iron heel of
oppression is settling more firmly upon
Australia. .

1t would do well for Australian work-
ers to take a lesson from Russia, amd set
their politieal prisoners free: take b
the right of freedom of speceh and f
dom of the press, and demand the right
to organise and to strike,

Barbarie Russia, has thrown away the
gag and the knout, pulled down the poli-
tieal prisons and the seaffold, and stop-
ped all exiles, and is now marching along
the road of Progress and is standing well
ahead of all other *‘civilised'™ mnations,
This is something new in the history of
the world, and it would pay the workers
of Australia to follow the lead.

All hail the Revolution. Long live the
Red Flag of the people. Speed the day
when tyrants and slavery will be n‘nnmnro,

“But this 1 know, that every law

That men have made for man,

Since first man took his brother's life,
And this sad world began;

But fouls the wheat and saves the chaff
With 2 most evil fan.”

Nation with nation, land with land
Unarmed shall live as comrades free;
In every heart and every throb

The pulse- of-mme -fraternity, - —
—J. A. Symonds,
Organise industrially!  Gather -the work-

ers of the world .Into your industrial organ-
{sation and sign the death warrant of Wage
Slavery!

A “Scab”
Union.

By Tom Barker.

Mr. -Arthur Blakeley, a 'distriet scere-
tary of the A, W.U,, and a sclected candi-
date for a seat in the Federal Parliament,
takes umbrage in the ‘“Worker” at a
par that recently appeared under my
name in ‘‘Direet Action,” in which |
stated that the rmation of three Na-
tional lndustriaﬁnions was coutemplat-
ed in the near future, Mr. Blakeley, with
the forsenic wisdom that is his most ‘not-
uble attribute, dubs sueh a move as that
of a “seab”™ umion. There is no doubt
if we get beliind the tortuous reasonings
of our well paid friend, that we would
find that cverything that did not_agree
exactly with his eonclusions should be
lumped together under the eategory of
“seab.” .

on the question of the
M.SU. and the Packer brigade, 1 am
wilimg to put up a wager to test Mr.
Blakeley's statgments. I am prepared to
pay to the Society for the Adoption of
Unfoartunate Politicians and Impeeunious
un Officials, or any other respectable
w of One Pound for ecach
e proven by Mr. Blakeley in which
U, or Packerite possesses a dues:
in the LW.W,, if, on the other

As a feeler

an M.
card

hand, Mr. Blakeley undertakes to pay the

sum of One Pound to the aid of the wives
and dependents of the LW.W, men  in
@aol for ev instance where [ can
PROVE that ex-members of Packer's Un.
ion have tiekets in the JA. W U,

Mr. Blakeley +—the trouble im
Danwin in 1915, in which  he says that
the LWAY. calleeted a band of Chows,
blacks and  nondeseripts  to break a
st . 1E My Blakeley was familiar
with the faets he would know that it was
quite untrue. The members of the TW.W,
i Darwin work in the \llinoﬂﬁal'mnn_\'
with the members of the AW.U. and the
faet that over £100 has heen collected
there to defend the men in gaol goes to
prove that that statement is a fiement of
Mr. Blakel imagination. And I ean.
not miss this apportunity of congratulat.
i . Blakeley upon  his remarkable
city in seleeting two white people for
his parents. It shows his infinite super-
iovity to the foolish Chow and black,

Quoth he, “The faet that this organisa-
tion will take in black, brown or brindle,
will no doult aeconnt  for a few mem-
bers."" Well lo know that the A WU,
and some brown wem-
[ know the wharf  laborers have
and sonie Maories in their
haps Mr. Blakeley will write
another artiele explaining the wide  dif-
ference,  from  a union standpoint, be.
tween the aboriginal and the Afriean nat-
ive, And. where in the name of Mike, is
Mr. Blakeley muing to draw the territ ¥
line between the  white and the eoloured.
Ls the Siberian to he ealled a white or a
yellow ! s o Syrinn to be called a hlack
orawhites Is the Maltese ta be eonsid.
ered as a Latin or an Arah !

Iean’t, for the Tife of e, see why all
the workers of ull eolours can't be in the
ote union.

Mr. Blakeley s argument is hriefly this:
The write worker wants the monopoly of
the work. The white waorker i fond of
vakker  he wants all the chains, and to
that end he warns all that are not white
off the prenises. And that argument
goes 1o prove the intellirenee of the white
worker and the propounder of his phil.
asophy.

IF{;:‘N be, *“The hearts of the squatters,

- ind the shipping ring
adness to hear of a fur-
ther possible weapon at their hands  to
fielp them in th izht against the work-
Brother Blakeley is surely think-
ing of that 28/ agrecment,

Again he says, T will not be long now
in-fur1_= we see who are the encniies of in-
dustrial unionism." Quite true, Hrother.

© Read last week's artiele hy Secrctary A

E. Williams of the BALEU., and you
will find who the enemies are. Tt is the
peaple-whi-have jobs ta-lose-by the adop- -
tion  of eloser organisation, and those
who use the industrial movement for
politieal purposes. If Mr, BInkt‘-Iry waonld
pay more attention to his subseriber’s
copy of ““Direct Action,'” or obtain a
primer on Industrial Unionism, he would

« JUSTICE!”

PROFESSIONAL JURORs,

P

A storm of popular indignation againg
the “‘professional jury™ is on in San
Franciseo. The rank injustice of the ooy
vietion of Billings, by a essional jury
of retired business men, on the direet plea
of their master's voice, made by Asgist.
ant, District Attorney Brennan, that (hey
-bring in such a verdiet as would alloy
the State .to uncover the real erimingly
was “the straw  that broke the eamel’s
back.”

There has\becn an abundance of wing
turned loose on  the subjeet of 1he
“Jury,”” most of which is very tame and
lady-like as befits the average citizen’s
regard for his own liberties, E\'rr\‘hmly
“‘pusses the buek,” first to the dugr
“System,”’ then to the judges, then to the
politicians, and then back to the people.

Let us have courage and lay it whew jt
belongs, on the State, the government, the
police power.

The trouble with citizens to-day is that
they bow down and worship everything
that spells *‘John Law."" The right uf the
Writ of Habeas Corpus has nover heen so
disregarded as it is to-day.  Blood hag
flowed freely in Evérctt, Washington, o
preserve the right of free speech, and
this, mind you, In our day.

How weak and namby-pamby «
modern mouthings about the
jury™ when eompared with the thoughts
expressed by thefamous Awerican Jurist
Lysander Spooner in his great legal wark,
““Trial by Jury,' in the 1840°s  Listey 1
him and take heart!

“The trial by jury is a trint by the
country—that is, by the people s dis-
tinguished from a trial by the govern.
ment.

““The objeet of this trial by the coun-
try, or by the people, in pre nee tooa
trinl by the government, is to evard
against every species of oppression by the
government. In order to effect this end
it is indispensable that the people or the
country, judge of and deterume their pwn
liberties against the government, mstend
of the government's judging of and deter-
mining its own powers over the penple.
How is it possible that juries ean do any.
thing to protect the liberties of the
people against the government, if they are
not allowed to determine what those lib-
erties are? "

“*Ta secure this right of the people to
judge of their own liberties against the
government, the jurors must he faken
from the bedy of the people, by lot, or by
some proeess that preeludes any previous
kunowledge, choiee, or-seleetion i theu,
an the part of the government, This is
done to prevent the government's pack-
ing a jury with a view to maintain s
own laws and aceomplish its own  pur-
poses.”’

The voiee of 1\1\|thm'it,\' IS ever urowing
louder and bolder and all over aur land
their new ery is an ccho of the ald one,
“‘the dead to the dung heap, the living to
the seaffold.”

The watechword of all elas
in this, our day of ‘‘Law hould be:
“*Resist  aggression  and preserve all our
liberties and demand more liberties"”

i the

ss of prople

find a tremendous difference hetween the
A W.U. and scientific org: n,  He
would find analagous differenees  be-
tween a windjamnter and a modern Deisel
engine, oil burning ocean liner: hetween
a stone club and a machine gun: between
a stage coach and a limited express; be
tween holy water and disinfectant: be-
tween the bitter erab apple and riw hN_"hf
product of Luther Burbank's Californian
orchard ; between cockroach business and
the billionaire.

There are thousands of men it the
country who believe in the prineiples 0
the LW.W. The question is ean the
AW.U. be made an industrial union !
Can the alteration in a slum property
make a palace? Certainly not, Nev
foundations are needed, and a new and
modern philosophy that are in full'uurwnt
with modern conditions. The [.W.W. of-
fers that. Let Mr. Blakeley show Ilhi'
weakness in the T.W.W. form of organist:
tion, instead of labelling everything th"‘,‘.
he feels disgruntled over as being “scab.
Let him eome along nd disembowel the
LW.W. When Jute is here and :‘dE‘
Blakeley is in town, T am prepared fo t&
bate the merits gr,demerits of the .I-“"l‘;'
with him. And ! can assure kim that k¢
needs facts. for I have tons of them-

"

“ihrinlohy—r
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CURRENT
COMMENTS.

. —0:
<M Percival Brookfield is again’ -in
trouble,  Not with his constituents, not
yith the men and women who elﬂ:tgd h_lm
(o Parliument, no, he has been handing
them out 1he zoods they wanted, he has
peen tulkiner to them the way they liked.
His old mates and fellow fighters have not
foll foul uf him, but the newly elected
Prussiuns in the Labor Party are wrath-
fully indignant. N
Mr. Brookfield is alleged to have said
at Broken 11l that the Red Flag was the
auly flag hie would spill his blood for, and
2 for the Union Jack he would not spill
3 drop of blood for it.  Further, that he
would nizht like hell for the release of
the I'W W men in Sydney. 4
It seews passing strange that the offi-
of tive Labor Party, after making so
* pel nowse about the conscriptionists and
exprlling same from their party, should
vo Lo the other extreme and aet ke
sivs, aml want te expel men who
pave advanced a bit further  than “they
sl have had the courage to speak
- thonulds openly and freely.

Lo will the workers sce that Par-
liament is not the plaece to fight? Its ma.
chinery is tuo expensive and cumbersone,
oo woodd man has been lost by
1hat unhely place.

and 1
enter

Mr M. I* Considine has been seleetnd
Libor candidate for the Barrier in
House. While Mr. Considie
- Svduey;he-was—put through i
rination by the PL.L. executive,
<sed with honors. Amongst oth-
Mick signed the fulﬂn\'n\u
1 am not now, nor ever have
ther  of  the organisation
the Industrial Workers of the
Workd 1,dn not agree with the poliey or
wethods of the organisation.’ To those
o know Miek, the ahove statement T

]

extremely amt . It is well known that

’ has believed in almost ever:
poliey  and method that has heen ad-
waneed.  There  is no doubt that Mick

would be prepared to say anything if only
be conld  get the chanee to spread his
ritedd (rame on the soft plush seats in
Purliament.  Mick has had a long strug-
gle. For five years he has been seratching
it the Barrier looking for a job,
now as if he has just about
. Mick at last took a tumble,
w that his only chance of emanci-
through the P.L.L. He has
ing around with M.P. at the
1 of his name for a lqng time
things are changing, and if the
o kind to Mick, he will soon have
he tail end of his name also.
. Svdney will he more eongen-
ken Hill, and a tenner a week
iings is not to he sneczed at these

5. 5
When the totlers take as mueh inter-
st trring to emaneipate themselves as
they o in emaneipating others, the world
wilb be mieh brighter and happier for

alt

Mr. Luke Jones, after being prominent
noexpelling séveral members from the
ASP has at last expelled himself and
ver to the Labor Party. Luke evi-
3 saw that the *‘eomrades’” lay out
ou the deeline, and there was a0
of pieking up a job. He is now
amongst  the ‘‘official”” Labor Party,
the firlds to exploit are many and
the apportunities  great for a political

.M Herald” has been very jub-
tint r the decision of the A.M.A.
Broken Hill) and the Mrs. Egan case.
ie 5 M. Herald’’ goes so far as to
praise Mrs. Egan for her action in Brok-
“tu Hil] when she held a union official at
ay with a Toaded revolver while others
Stimped him and beat him with whips;
e thin smothered him with tar.
Uue wonders what condition the * Her-
wald | ¥riter must have been in when he
rpf"“‘ of u_nion tyranny and obeying the
2%, aud tHen supports Mrs. Egan in her
a0t of luwlessness and brutality.

s wonderfully wonderful the eontor-
08 the capitalist press is. capable of
Performing, Kven if anyone were to try
:;;:l }"‘[1“\"‘ everything he sees in the daily
aots, he must very often find himesif in
ul:i‘-l‘-lﬂ‘fhry_ns*m which way to go. In
i se days when things are doing, it is no
common  sight to see the editorial
E"’“!_’! n the same issue at total and dis-
“y variance with each other,

The red flag in Russia is spoken of as

1

"Does this Happen

in Australia ?

HOW THEY DO THINGS IN AMERICA

The ““professional jury system™ js a
-thing of the past in San Francisco. A
lawyer resorted to direct action—and the
wholp thing vanished in smoke, Attorney
Edwin V. MeKenzie had fought a couple
of hard battles for a client, getting only
hqng Juries, and was going to trial the
third time, when he found himself eon-
fronted by the same jury panel by the use
of which the innoeent Billings was sent
to a living death.  This was too much.
McKenzie ““blew up.'” The lagwyer ber
came human and took that most effeetive
u‘i all human actions, the dircet action of
simply refusing to tauke his elient to tri
before the famous ““Billings butchers.
He  might have ‘“‘made a motion"” or
“filed a writ™ or othewise taken a polite
lawyer's way of dodging things, but he
didn't. The lawyer refused to respeet the
pretence that the court  house eorridor
i nts were a jury, and  WAS SEN.
TENCED TO JAIL HIMSELF—but wip-
ed the professional jury system off the
books by his direct action. For the whole
eity is aroused.

The publie seps a mountain one atom
at a time. It sees now, in San Franciseo,
the tiny truth that the professional jury-
man is a ghoul. Perhaps later some big
Thuman being, by a like direct defiance,
may make the publie see that a judge, too,
is a ghoul—every judge. And the break-
ing light may illuminate more of thes
seene; not only jury and judge, but jailor
and lawyer may show in all their ghastly
significance, till men will understand that
the whole machine of State is one vast
erime that but fathers the little erimes.
It will be a bright day when man censes
to believe in the beast-god, Punishment
and his church, The State,

But, to come back to carth.

It is a very little favor 1o ask the pub-
lic intelligenee, to request them to under-
stand that the hired witness system is a
erinie unspeakable, Perhaps the minds of
San Franciseo publie could be induced to
go that little step further now that they
have aroused to the professional juror.

A few years from now, people will lis-
ten in amazement to the statement that
witnesses were aetually allowed to appear
in court and swear against a defendant's
life when the witness had a money inter-
est  in shaping his testimony to conviet
the defendant.  The were statement of it
ought to be enough to eonvinee an intelli-
get reader of ifs wrong. But if more is
needed, a glance at how the thing worked
out in the Billings case, should close the
arguuent.  Nat one interested or re-
putable person gave a word of testimony
against Billings. Not one of the important
witnesses but has been eanght red-handed
as a police “stool”” with a ninal reeord
hpnging from wateh-stealing to murder in-
diet and hired for the oceasion to
v against the defendants, No reflee-
tion is meant upon the few decent pe
sons who testified to trivial matters., su=h
ag weather conditions on the fateful da
but a refleetion is meant against the di
trict attorney who paraded a few eredible

persons through the trial for the purpose
of putting a decént admixture into his
jumble of optum-fiends, sneak-thieves and
red-light professionals.

The point.is that it is openly, publicly
a custom to hire witnesses. Nobody even
denies it; offers of large 8 of money
are published in blazing h:ﬁines, money
to be paid for the convietiont of anyone
for a erime. z E

Does anybody contend that an honest
man needs to be paid for telling the
truth? On the other hand, would you he
willing to take.a chance on having 17,000
dollars offered to anybedy in this big city
who would be willing to take your life
by falsely swearing in eourt, with full
protection and praise for doing it?

< Deteetives are going around hawking
such “business offerings for perjurers.”’

Charles Organ, a man convieted three
times of forgery, was vecently added to
the string of state’s wituesses against
Moouey, taking the place of Mrs. Kid-
well, who lost her job as witness by writ.
ing an indisereet letter telling of the price
she was to get for her testimony. Organ
was said to have been given 500 dollars
by Towm Mooney to “blow up the Liberty
Bell.”” (There is no use 6 Fwugh; such
stuff goes in this ease, for it is—used on
the side of Capital against Labor nen.)
Charles Organ says he wrote several let-
ters  denying the story, but the letters
were  stolen by some officer of the law,
Organ finally got a communieatigh out to
an attorney for Billings and gav{ the fol-
lowing statement,

““When I was arrested in Los Angelos
two deteetives came to me and asked if [
knew Mooney. [ said ‘no.’ They said,
‘Oh, yes, you do; he's the preparedness
parade bomb man.' Then they dictated
the Liberty Bell story—how Mooney had
given me 500 dollars to blow up the relie,
how 1 had got scared, dumped explosives
out of u suitease at the beach and left the
suitease in Market street, filled with
bricks. The detectives told me they’d see
L got off light on the eheque eharge if 1
stuck to the bell story, and they said 1'd
get a pieee of the 17,000 dollars rewards
in the homb ease. In Sun Franciseo [ re-
fused to identify Moofiey, ['d pever seen
him, They brought him out alone, and
detectives prompted me, but I wonldn’t
identify hin.'"

So proceeds the heart-beaking farce.
These witnesses have heen brought to the
light of day, and are diseredited. But
who knows what other poison is being
brewed for Mooney in the dark? “Hy-
ena 'Fiekert is king of the kingdom of
thugs and can produce a new one for
every one unmasked. What new perjury
is the Chamber of Commerce gold I)uvin'g
for the Mooney trial? ’

People of San Franeiseo, do vou really
think you ought to let witnesses be open-
1y, publicly hired?

Ts there a judge in San Francisco who
will keep his court a little alfove the level
of the red light house in which Estelle
Smith  was arrested in Los Angelos, by
refusing to let hired witnesses hold sway T

—"BLAST."

the emblem of liberty, righteousness and
everything that is good; in Australia the
red flag is looked upon as symbolieal of
ariarehy, riot, ruin, and. everything whieh
is had. The Russian revolution is praised
and extolled, but the men who were pre-
pared to fight eonseription in Australin to
the end were ealled traitors, enciny agents
and treason mongers, Freedom of speech,
freedom of the press, the right to organ-
ise and to strike in Russia are looked up-
on as demao ic and progressive moves,
hut in Australin the same are rizc:musl_y
suppressed,  One ser of  politicians is
trounceed and denounced one day and the
next they are praised and admired. Yes,
teuly the eapitalist press is a wonderful
contartisnist It ecan change its color
hetter than the chameleon, and its seribes
“ean heat the kaleidoseope.

It behoves the working class not to
trust their enemy, the capitalist press,
any longer, hut do a bit of thinking and

exploring for themsebres:— -

5

“DIRECT ACTION.”
English, Weekly. 4/ per year, 2/ per
half vear, 1d copy. 403 Sussex St., Syd-
ney, NS.W., Australis.

At the A.W.U. Confercnce sitting in
Sydney, a motion was carried ﬂsking'Lhe
Government to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion to inquire into the LW.W. cases. We
would like ta ak who will the Royal

Commission consist of? [s it possible for  purseta-dong———

Holmanites or Hughesites to be fair and
impartial? Perish the thought!

At Sydney last week a man was
charged with obtaining employment un-
der false pretenee.  He said that he was
a returned soldier, although he had never
been to the war. He said-it was his only
chanee of getting a job, as everywhere he
wenf he was asked the same question, and
then insulted  when he said he had not
been to the war. Who is the real eulprit?
The man who told a lie in order that he
might fecd himself and his dependents,
or the master class who foreed him- to lie
by holding from him the means- of life?
All impartial judges will not hesitate to
say, on_the head of the master class lies
the Blame. R

Why this: perpetual ery for returned

" soldiers? Is it really out of patriotism, or

is it for cheap labor, We leave the readcr
to judge. T
’ NR

; Libei‘ty: or Déath? |

WHAT 18 IT TO BE?

Fellow-Workers,—1 have nomet'h_lng sarlous
to siy to you. I ask you to ponder this well, .
and to say what you Intend doing.

Twelve of the finest working-class agita-
tors and fighters to'be found In Australla, are
at the present moment lying in jail under sen-
tence which practically amount to llfe,

Now, I know what I am speaking of. Sev-
eral times during my life [ have been cast into
gaol, and, being of an observant nature, [ can
claim to thoroughly know and understand the
system. I had meant upon several occaslons
to write an indictment of the prison systém,
but abler pens than mine have done so. If
my readers wish to know something of the
foul, degrading, mind-killing atmosphere of &
prison, I refer them to Alexander Berkman's
wonderful book, “Prison Memoirs of am
Anarchist.”

Thefaln, an intellectual and strong-willed
man lays bare the vile, unspeakable, and al-
most unbelievable life of the vietims of the
most accursed blot that ever overshadowed
this earth. :

And Into this inhuman inferno, to mix with
the alréady degraded and degenerated vic-
tims of that living tomb, these twelve men
are cast. Think of it, fellow-workers, these
men, who love good literature, to whom the
fight for better conditions is as the s_ver)" breath
of life, are suddenly torn from their wives
and children and cast into a narrow, white-
washed cell, without a paper or book Lo read.
Think of all it means, deprived of ali in life
worth living for: good reading, social inter-
course with thelr class, the embraces of their
wives, ihe company of thelr offspring &nd
for 1¢ and 15 years.

Ten and fifteen years!—that means moral,
intellectual, and very likely phyhical murder.
For no man, however strong-willed, can hope
to emrege from that living grave after _ﬂtte_én
years the same being he went in. During
those terrible years of dull, monctonous,
routine, shut off from the world, any man's
brain will decay: his body will suffer; his
procreative pawers will be killed; he will
emerge—a mere dumb, hopelese brute,

And In two cases at least these sentences
may mean death; the.constitutions of two
of our eomrades may mnever stand this hErA
rible term of conflnment. 2T

Now, fellow-workers,—1 ask you, are
going to release these men? You, and you al
one have it In your power to do so. It is a8
useless to appeal to the power who sent them
there, as to appeal to & devil or a god, No
judge or politician dare release our boys; for
the simple reason that judges and politiclans
are only there to please the master-class who
condemned the Lwelve. .

You, the working class of Australla, can opén
the jail gates. Are you geing to do so? If
not, then 1 have this to say.

These twelve men were sent to a living death
because they fought In the Interesis of you,
the workers. That ls their only crime. Twa
at least of these men, had In the past, been
offered safe polltieal billets: they turned
down those offers to fight for your inferests,

Now, which do you think most men would
chose, a safe job at seven hun\lrt-d pounds a
year, or the risk of fifteen years’ imprison-
ment?,

That ks not a hafdrquestion to answer is
it? But“the thing for you to decide Is whether
you are going to show these men that you
appreclate their stand, and stick to them as
they stuck tn you, or leave them in the lurch?
If the latter, then you are deliberately asking
men to scll you,

Remember fellow-workers, when men make
a etudy of warking-class history and economics
they have an advantage over the general mass
of workers who will not read and study, and
they are fn a position to be of great service
to thelr ¢lass, But, the master-class are al-
ways on the looKout 1o capiure any worker
who shows marked ability. And the master's

you

So, If you the working-class are not prepared
to stand behind your leaders and champions:
if you are golng to allow them to rot in prison;
then you will only encourage others In the fu-
ture to go over to {he boss and sell you.

In plain language felllow-workers—upon
which gida is a man to go, yours or the mas-
ters? !

Upon the masters gide there {s wealth, ease,
comfart, Juxury, and SECURITY.

Upon the slde of the workers, there is pov-
erty, hard work, misery, ingecurity, and
PRISON.

Upon your answer to that questjon, fellow-
workers, may depend the attitude adopled
by intelligent and class-conscious workingmen,
in the future. For if you do not open. the
Jail gates for these twelve men, others in the
future, may prefer to zell the workers (o 1un-
ning the risk of a brutal sentence In thelr

intérests.
Think well, and us have your answer,
What 15 It to be? »

TOM O'CONNOR.
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B, : The sceretary of the Joint (it is
a ‘joint,”" too) Comwmittee of the 8’Aus-
tralian Parlinment has written to Jack
Brookfield, the member for Sturt, telling
i that he will not be entitled to privi-
leges aeeorited to visiting -politicians  at
Purlament House unless he unreservedly
wihdraws the statements recently made
by hin about profitecrs, the war and the”
Red Flag. The next thing we ‘will hear of
Munro-Ferguson sending a letter fo Don--
ald nt and Tom Glynn in Parramatia
Gaol informing that their future visits to
“ Flunkey House' have been eancelled.
Personally I wouldn't he found dead in
the Adelaide Gasometer, and 1 don't think
Brookie would, either.

a . .
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Findmgsl Secretary,
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BRISBANE.
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NOTICE. -

Fellow-Workers, this is to say that a
charige has been made in the Secretaryship
of the Defence and Release Committee, it
having been found necessary to combine
these duties with that of the Secretaryship
of the Local. In future all monies yet to
cowe in for the purpose of carrying on the
agitation on behalf of the men in jail, and
for the maintenance of wives and child-
ren, should be forwarded to Fqllow-warls-
er T. Barker, he having at the last busi-
ness meeting of the local been elected local
seeretary. L=l .

1t shonld he remembered thit money is
still required, and will be for some eon-
siderable time to come, The wives of the
men have to be maintained; their ehild-
ren likewise, and agitation fm'_lhe
release of our men, tH{vietims of eapital-
ist conspiraey carried on. How long they
will remain in jail will be determined by
the izth of the propaganda earried
o in their faveur, that is- the general
activity of every member of the T.W.W.
andd everyone, who although not 2 mem-
her, reeognises that a gross legal outrage
has  heen  committed.  Finanee will,
therefore, play adarge part, and is, there-
il as much required as ever.  Further
Joattis to the amount of - £400 have to be
vefumided. All fellow workers having sub-
seription lists are asked to return same at
an early date, alse all funds eolleeted. 1t
i also up to all Loeals to pay promptly

for pamphlets reeeived from the Defence
¢ iitee, as by doing’so, assistance of
& valnahle ehareeter is rendered. Fellow

workers aml Loeal seeretarics are asked
10 note the above and comply with same
it possible.

7§ R. WILSOX. |

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES.

working class and the employing elass
in common.  THere can be no
s0 lonk as hunger and Wa re found
nmonz millions of working people, and the
few who make up the employing ‘class have
ali the zood thiogs of life.
Between these two classes a struggle must
on until the workers of the world organise
s, take possession of the earth and
‘hinery of production, and abolish the

nothiy

poae

W find that tke centring of the manage
ment of industries into fewer, and fewer hands
< the trade unions unable to cope with
the evergrowing power of the employing clasa,
The trade unions foster a state of affairs
which allows one set of worlers 10 be pitted
against another set of workers in the same
industry, thereby helping to defeat one an-
other wage Wars. eover, the trade
unlan o the employing class to mislesd the
vorkers Into the beliel that the working class
have interests in common with their em-
loyers.

These eondition® ean he ehanged and the in-
'sts-of the working elass upheld only by an
tron formed in such a way that all its
ers am, any one imfustry, or in all indus-
v. vease wark whenever a strike
vr Jorkeut is on in any department ‘thereof,
thus making an injury to one an injury to all

Instead of the conservative motto, “A fair
day’s wage for a fair day's work,” we must
ingeribe  on our  banner the revolutionary
watchword: "Abolition of the wage system.'

it is the historic mission of the working
class 1o do away with capitallsm, The army
of production muet be organized not only for
the every-day strugcle with eapitalists, but
also to carry on production when capitalizm
shall bave been overthrown, By organising
industrially we arc forming the structure of
fhe new society within the shell of the old.
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Collected, E. McLoyghlin
Donatign, C. Ryad ..

w F. Ryan .. .. .. .. ..

w T.H. Reade .. .. .. ..

w CH. Barr .. .. w0 e e
" J. €

P R. Strange .
" Friend .. .. .. .. P
" W. M. Hughes .. .. ..
J. Hunt .. .. .. .. .. ..

Collected, J. Gibb .. .. .. .0 .
" E. Easlea .. .. .

Donation .. .. .. .. .. \ -

Donation, D. and R. C., Brisbane
W Water & Sewerage Union 10

-
oo oom LS g b5 B3 #3 co O B E3DO w3 b

B CCCoCIC eSS0 B MWES oS

T A T g e - L

Levy, Bellbird Miners' Lodge .. .. 613
Collected, Charlle O'Malley .. .. 26 14
Donation, J, Reade .. ,. .. .. .. 0 2
N Jack Elk .. .. v 40 .o U 2
Collection, Bathurst Street PP U
e Bathurst Street .. .. .. 01t

" Domain s wE ownm oas 4 B0

w  Williams, Moree .. .. .. 1100

2 W. Hogan .. .. .. o1 v

Donation, Easlea .. .. .. .. .. .. & 10

“ N. C. F., Melbourne . [

v L.W.W., Melbourne 00

" Frinti. .o we woan snoe 0 20

Collection! Bathurst Street .. .. 0 0 6

" “Joe Flowers” .. .. .. .. 20 0 0

W CECWalRer T Loi0 .o~ 13809

o Dompln (i, e e (B 80

Donation, “D. and R.C.," Brisbane 40 ¢ 0

»  United Labourers’ Union 1 1 1

Collacted, Textile Workers "Union 0 i &

«~ H. Nicholls .. .. 250

" Syd. Gower .. .. .\ .. .. 010 0_

Donation, Dudley Miners' Lodge .. 010 0

Collected, Mrs. Prichard .. .. .. 011 0

" Broken HilI o

Donatlon, D, and R. C., Adelatde .. 5 0 0°

Collected, Sydney Mawson .. .. O17°F

R

. £1075 19 8

Total income ending 27th March, 1917
J. R. WILSON, Sec.

Tublished by Tom Barker, of 28 Franeis
Street, Sydney, for the Workers' Defence
and Release Committee, at 403 Sussex
Street, Sydney, and printed by H. Cook
and Co., 200 Castlereagh Street, Sydney




