Defence Agltatlon.

REPORT OF nnr__mwr. AND
RELEASE COMMITTEE,

w workers, * the above committee
vd on December Tth, 1916, and
1ion Nas carried on active pro-
« behalf of the twelve LW.W.
cted after a trial, - which all
of the-organisation and an in-
ervasing number of the publie regard as
an nutrare unegualled in the legal annals
of any country.  The committee have
raiseed in cash  from  all sourees over
4t i‘ﬂr'v.
10,71
Doek™ und ‘‘Solidarity Sentenced,’’ and
sent representatives  to the various eoal
ficlds to explain  on behalf of the men
now 1 Jail the trumped up evidence up-
en-which they were so unjustly convicted
“—nd s savagely sentenced.  Since the
ion of the committee three con-
ces of trade union delegates have
|lled and held, and -recommenda-
{ an important character submitted
to the mpmbership of the ~unions repre-
sented for endorsement. = The work of
the committee has not, however, reached
that stage when a halt can be called, the
neeessity for keeping the movement for
the release of the men going is as great
as ever, Further; this is all the more ne-
ors when we take into consideration
the fuet that the powers that be wate de-
termined to place behind prison hars the
very menr who are conducting the cam-

men ok

fer
been

st wrong, justice as against in-

Justi

The committee also desire it to be un-
derstond thht over £400 in loans has yet
to he refunded, and’ that J. B: King has
to b defended and the money found for
his defence.

cially is it neeessary to carry on
the propaganda on their behalf, as they
have been refused a mew trial before a
new jury, which, it is generally admitted,
was their only chanee legally, and sinee
only action on the part of their class can
seetire for them their freedom.
other trade union conference has
i called  for April Tth at 230 pm,
ay w' it is hoped that an ineteased number
ns will be represented. I may state
the conference will be held at the LW, W.
Hall, 403 Sussex street, Sydney. Fellow
workers in the various unions are asked
to make certain that the correspondence
viting delogntes to attend is brouglht he-
heir union, and to insist upon ‘a
Funds ave still
the
maigtenance of ‘the wives of the men,
and the printing and distribution of Iit-
erature putting the-ease for them. Also
to enable tire committee to send-speakers
to the various centres on their behalf.
Al funds forwarded, for this purpose
will be acknowledged by letter and ~re-
ceipt, also in ‘“Direct Action.”

Yours for the cause,
J. R. WILSO‘\

l’(#:"
delegate being present.
l"iumd, money bemg wanted for

__ 'SYDNEY LOCAL

Meetings, &c.
hstreet st Bathui-::i : ;:g
verpool Streets every Friday dn
urday Everings, at 8 p.m.; also Snndny
Evenmg at 7. .
~Meetings- b-mr
Stmday 8 pm— P:mgmds
Wulnuday. 8 y.m.—!mewic Class.
Th'nndsy, p-m.—Business Meeting.
y Evening.—Speakers’ Class.

distributed 160,000 mariifestoes, —
paiuphlets, “‘Speeches® from the

* SEE JUSTICE DI

WE F ORGET

‘“Society can forgive murder, adultery and awmd_hng, but it cmmot forgive the
preaching of a new gospel.”’
i FELLOW WORKERS, REMEMBER THAT TWELVE LOYAL -MEN OF
YOUR CLASS ARE NOW LANGUISHING IN THE JAILS OF N.S.W. TO-DAY
BECAUSE THEY DARED TO PREACH A NEW GOSPEL,
THEY ARE IN GAOL TO-NIGHT BECAUSE THEY DARED TO PREACH

A DOCTRINE OF SCIENTIFIC ORGANISATION

SOLIDARITY, AND EMANCIP ATION

AND PLENTY FOR ALL.

WILL THESE APOSTLES OF THE

WHICH MEANT UNITY,

FOR THE TOILINU MILLIONS. THEY
SPOKE AGAINST THE RAPACIOU 3, BLOOD-SUCKING,
STERS IN OUR MIDST AND PICTURED

DEVOURING MON-
A WORLD OF PEACE, BEAUTY

NEW ORDER BE ALLOWED TO PAY

THE TERRIBLE PRICE IMPOSED UPON THE:.’\[ I‘OR '\\‘ORK DONE. IN THE

ANTEREST O THEIR-CLASS

WORKERS,
MORE FREELY!

REMEMBER TIHE TOR t‘l RE
OUR FOREFATHERS IN QRDER THAT WE

A!\D PAIN - ENDURED BY
MIGHT BREATHE A LITTLE

WILL YOU LET THESE MEN, WHO HAVE BEEN THE

UNFLINCHING ADVOCATES OF YOUR LIBERTIES, ROT IN A COMMON
FELONS' PRISON WITHOUT RAISING YOUR VOICE IN PROTEST!

REMEMBER, THEIR FIGHT IS YOUR FIGIIT.

CAUSE.

THEIR CAUSE IS YOUR

THEIR IDEALS ARE THE IDEALS OF ORGANISED LABOR.

IT IS EASY TO PRAISE MEN WITEN THEY ARE DEAD, IT IS EASY TO

SING THE PRAISES OF PEOPLE

THAT ARE NO MORE.
FELLOW WORKERS, DON’T WAIT UNTIL

THE WHOLE WORLD IS

ROCKING WITH APPLAUSE BEFORE YOU OPEN YOUR MOUTH. DON'T
WAIT UNTIL BOUQUETS ARE FLYING AROUND BEFORE YOU DO YOUR
BIT. NOW IS THE TIME TO SPEAK, NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT.

TF YOU HAVE A HEART THAT/BEATS TRUE: IF YOU HAVE A SPIRIT

THAT IS WORTHY OF A )
OUTRAGE, THEN IT 18 U

IF YOU HAVE A MIND THAT REVOLTS AT
0 YOU TO ENQUIRE INTO, AND STUDY THE

EVIDENCE AGAINST THESE MEN, AND IF YOU DO SO YOU WILL AT
ONCE RATSE YOUR VOICES IN A MIGHTY PROTEST IN AN ATTEMET TO

DONE. -

FELLOW WORKERS, DO YOUR DUTY TO YOUR CLASS.

i fur their release, on behalf of right, -

An Unrefuted Item of
Defence and: Defiance.

BY EUREKA,
FROM CRIMINAL DOCK.

Your Honor and Gentlemen of the Jury—
The learned Gounsel for the prosecution, Mr.
R. R. Pilkington, K.C., told you in the
opening of his speech to ¥ou that we-—the ac-

cused men in this criminal dock—"have been -

tried by the law of the land.” Your Homor
and genuamen/nt the jury, that is Incorrect;
it {s untrue—a false statement. We, the
accused, HAVE NOT been tried by the law
of the land, in the }fw of the Commonwealth
or this State, there is no law on the Statule
that has emanated from the moral sentiment
of the Australian people, and been placed as
legislative’ enactment on our Statute Books
by the representatives of the people.

How then can the learned counsel eay we
have been tried by “Law of the Land"?

The fact is gentlemen, of the jury, we have
been tried under an Old Law of past times—
a law no longer in accord with our -times and
the prevailing thought of the people of  the
country—this Conspiracy Act, under which
we have boen tried is one of the many laws
‘known under the legal technical term of “mort
main* law, 8 compound -term of French derk
vation—mort—dead, and manus the hand—the
law of ihe dead hand, gentlemen, the brain

-which conceived and the hand which wrote

this law, have passed back into the dust from
which they came. The record of thi= econ-
spiracy law as originally written, has passed
out of all legibllity by the ravages of time.
Aye! and the flow of time and the elements
have erased even the epitaphs from the tomb
stones of those who were the authors of this
law. .

Gentlemen, under all persecutive prosecu-
\ions, ihe laws used are Invariably of the
“dead -hand” order. We are governed and
ruled, and our fate decided by ghosts out_of
graveyards—hby laws exhumed from the dust
of cemeteries; by that greatest of all major-
ities—the majo:ity of the DEAD, speaking
out_of the dead.past.

How, then, gentlemen of the jury, can The
learned counsel for the prosecution state, o

the face of these legal facts, that “we have "

been tried by the law of THIS LAND."

A Capitalistic Suppressed

[tem.

(To the Editor “D.A.™)
In a clear and distinet voice that filled the
court, one of the band of Westralia’s I.W.W.

braves in his defence and defiant speech, said,

inter alia:

“*Gentlemen of the Jury,

“The learped- counsel for the prosecution,
in his speech to you, has said ‘that the law
has to be taken as on the Statute Book, and
the case, according to the evidence, must be
decided thereby,' and His Honor in his direc-
tion to-you has further extended on that re-
mark by stating that “the law may be good
or bad, right or wrong, but that is no concern
of bis, yours, or the courl’s; that the law
must be, administered as if stands. * Gentle-
men, there is an alternative recourse for a
man of strict honesty In principle and In-
tegrity in action. And that course would be,
if the law is not good, but bad, not right,
but wrong, to refuse the responsibility of its
administration rather than inflict its injus-
tice on innocent men, charged under it.
{Sensation in_court).”

‘This strange talk did not appear to antag-
onise the Judge (§ir. Juetite Burnside) In his
fnal decision in sentencing (he whole ot the
prisoners.

Any’ how, the 1.W.W. principle was adopted
rather to LOSE in a red hot fight for prin-
ciple's eake, than fo WIN In a blue funk on
o eow-down policy.

One point that has caused this scribe much
thought fs: that under the same Comnspiracy
Act as the trial in Sydney were under, Judge
Burnside stated the maximum sentence was
thre# (1) years. HoWw comes It that the rein-

- earnatlve spirit of Cromwell’s hanging judge,

now ghrined-in the cruel flesh of Monster
Pring, made the minimum sentence 5 years,
for thase of the accused who wére not indi-
cted on any criminal charge—over and above
conspiracy? —

“[n_tbere' a soul dismayed,
Was there a man afraid,
Not one In ten hundred.

]?éfehcé_Aéitation.

MILDURA.

©On Saturday night, 17th inst., the live wires
In Mildura beld a meeting for the purpose
of putling before the public the true facts
concerning the trial, lon,
;and Inhuman sentences passed upon our fel-
low-workers.

Fellow-Workers O'Connor and Gower re-
viewed the trlal, and polnted out the danger
to the worlt.hag-elms of Australia, of this mon-
strous conspiracy to silence the volce of
n.bnr
/Tne speakers were well received and given
a'good hearing. When the futility of appeal-

~—-Ing to_class-binsed -judges=-and —capitalistic:
courts generally, was mentloned, and an ID‘"'_'

peal to the workers to use all their strength
to obtain the release of our fighters, was
made, the crowd cheerad to the echo. Espec-
ially ticeable was the sympathy of the
women: {n the audience. The women of the
working class recognlse the fine fights put
up by the'I.W.W. against Conscription, and
-cheap, coloured labor; and their sympathy Is
with the men, now laying behind the prison
bars. The men, whose only crime s that
they one and all fought fearlessly for the
class to which they belong ’

At the end of the addresses, a collection
was taken up, which, including salea of
"D...\A‘" amounted to £2 12s, which sum is
belng forwarded on to the W. D. and R.
Committea in Melbourne.

We hope to hold another meeting before the
end of the frult seasom, and make another
eppeal for funds. ¢ E

Wherever our members go, they should
take every opportunity to place before the
workers, the true facts of this case. Remem-
ber, “they fought for us.” It is up to us “to
stand by them.” And the gaol gates shall,
nay, MUST, yet open for our boys.

THOMAS O'CONNOR.

The Child Slaves.

(By Richard Brazler).
The masters’ children are bonny, in the sun-
shine-long they play,

The workers' children are hungry, for the
light of day.
No time for them to play, in the sunshine

warm and gay;
For the sake of Capitalist dollars, they must
wear their lives away.

Their litle forms are stunted, their faces white
and wan,

From working in tte sweashops,
of eruel man,

Unkempt, unfed and forlorn, erippled, maimad
and torn,

For lhe sake of greedy Mammon, are thesé
little children born.

the slaves

They never hear the birds sing,- or stroll
through meadows green,

The flowers that bloom in gpringllnn- are by
them never seen,

In the dark depths of the earth, umld tha roar
of countless mills,

These little slaves are working at a dwad!ul

» pace that kills.

But the day is surely coming when the work-
ers will awake,

And free the little children, and the yoke of
slavery break,

In ‘One Big Union grand, organized_the world
o'er,

We will do away with slave and master, for
evermore.

the present.

—Forward _the 1.W.W.—Labor's l;opﬁ' for _
the future; the wage slaves’ joy promise of

EUREKA.
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The LW.W.

e — o L L
and Religion.

A well-known battler in the cause of
the working elass, recently gave expres-
sionto the following sentence: **The
Chureh is the greatest obstacle in  the
roud of working-clads progress, and must
be attseked on all sides.” However en-

- thusisstie the individual in question may
e for the eaunse of the toilers, he, never-
theless HAS NOT GOT A GRIP. OF THE
REAL FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES
OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT.

The Labor movement should always
strive 1o maintain SOLIDARITY AND
HARMONY ampngst its members. With-
out this, we eannot -progress, and we will
uever realise the ideals for whieh our
Mlovement aims. 7

1f we were to start an attack upon the
Church-—which wounld not get the work-

Ving class 4 softer bunk or a larger “*erih”
—itwould mean that dissension, division
and disruption would be introduced into
our ranks, and before long the labor move-
went would be WRECKED AND RUIN-
LD, and the master-cluss have complete
ani absolute sway over the lives of the
toilers. ]

We helieve that no man has o right to
try and foree anyone to believe in a cer-
tain way about things spiritual,  The
moment anyone usurps that position, he
beeomes a tyvrant and should mnot  be
trusted. » +

Religion 15 a question for the individual.
It rests with the individual as to what
religion he or she will adopt. Ti-.‘li;.'i(.-'.;
should never be. introduced info  any
puldie weeting, which is discussing great

. r eliss reforms;  ncither  should
any Giod-killing fanatic be allowed to re-

iv Christ and the audience by get-

- uing ol a lot of mouldy gunients’’ that

li: S MUCH CONNECTION  WITH

. THE WORKING ('LASS  MOVEMENT
AN THE MAN IN THE MOON. =

The LW.W. is not a religious move-

prend, neither is it atheistie. It is simply

an  CINDUSTRIAL  ORGANISATION

which sceks to organise all who wovk for

wages nto ONE BIG UNION 1RRES-

TECTIVE QR SEX, CREED OR COLOR. ©
The working elass to-day is engaged in —

a stern and exeruciatimgz  struggle for

bread” The iron heel of oppression is

sinking deeper and deeper into the backs
of the toiling masses, and the gaunt and
hideous speetre of stRrvation reaches ont
its elanimy hands towards the pgor. |
In this age long strugele of the work-
g cliss, we CANNOT AFFORD TO
HAVE DIVISION; in this bitter battle
. for more life our ery must be UNITY.
The evils are many and the foe is strong.
Antid the storm anil strife.of our daily
Jife, we must never forget that the REAL
EVIL is the eapitalist system, and our
REAL.ENEMY is the master class.

T Mhe TW.W. daes fiaf TR Yetipton—
it neyer did and it never intends to—it
has something far more important to do.

There are some valuable members of
1he LW.W. who are also memhers of dif-
ferent religions organisations, and some

. met with the prineiples

]

of our best fighters have no religious be-
lief at all, but, understanding the PRIN-
CIPLE OF INDUSTRIAL SOLIDARITY,
they all work harmoniously together for
the attainment of their ideals. *

In the L W.W. will be found teetotallers
and men who can ‘‘shift a pot’’; smokers
and non-smokers; vegetarians and men
who are carnivorous; students of hygien-
ics and others who think it a waste of
time while capitalism exists; - there are
men and women interested in different
aucial and philosophical subjects.

The LW.W. as an organisation does
not interfere with the private beliefs ot
any member, so long as they do not con-
“of -~ industrial
solidarity.

—_JIne battles of the working eclass will

never be won under the banncr of any
religious seet, neither - can gietory be
acnieved under the fiag of atheism.

This is a fight where all sections must
be brought together: all divisions must be
united inte ONE MIGHTY ARMY OF
THE WORKING CLASS. When we ean
present a solid phalanx, and mareh for-
ward with system and organisation, then
the ehains of siavery and the siums
of the poor fade away like mist before
the sunshine. :

There is a tremendous amount of work
to be done; there are scores of hard bat-
tles to be fought; there are many nuoble
fives that will be lost in the struggle.
Lafe is far too short, and the fight fir too
long to waste time arguing vver questions
that should play no part in the movenent.

The 1.W.W. is the only organisation
that -is_wide enough te take in all who
work for waiges—provided their indus-
trial record be elean—and narrow enough
to exelude all who de not work. Our
motto is “An injury te ene an injury to
all,"" irrespective of whether the indivi-

«ual concerned believes in a dozen reli-

gions or none at all.

Let us unite as a class—the working
class—and fight as a class, and when that
will hear no more the

day eomes we
clank of slavery’s chains, and see no
more the festering slums. -
" —N.R.
Child D
ild Labor Day.

A special Sunday every year has been se-
lected as a Child Labor Day in the Uniwd
States. The object is to hold mestings and
draw the attention of the public to the effect
of child slavery in the factories and mills of
Ameriea. 1t is said that over a millioa
children work eleven, twelve and ‘histeen
hours a day in the “land of the free ard the
home of the brave."

The daily procession of the lirtle child
ren, morning and night, is a sigu!  that
should shock and appal even the ha~ide-t
heart.

The problem of ¢hild slavery Is closely re-
lated to the question of unemployment.
Through many and varled causes under this
present system, the head of the family Is
unable to find a master, with the result that
his children are dragged away from the school
and sent into the mills, and thus we see the
hideous sight of human beings “living _upon
their young."

Child slavery is a terrible thing from cvery
angle it is looked af. Athough it is well 1o
keep this subject ever before the public eye,
still,talk upon the subject alone will not result
in much good. The only way to rescue  ‘iese
little children from the industrial hells and
put them back into the play grounds aad
ihe schools, is to see that the fathers of there
children get enough wages to live upon and
keep their families. Let us fight for more
pay, shorter hours, and good Job conditions;
then we will be on the only sure and certain
road that will abolish ehtld stavery.

Gather you, gather you, hounds of hell—
Famine and plague and war;

Idlenesss, bigotry, cant and misrule,
Gather. and fall in the snare!

Hireling and Mammonite, Bigot agd Knave,

Crawl to the battlefield, sneak o your
grave,
Tn the day of the peaple at hand.
—Charles Kingsley.
. . .

Aye, it must come! the tyrant's tlirone .
Is crumbling, with hot tears rusted;
The sword earth’s mighty have leamt on
Is cankered, with our best blood crusted.
Room Tor the-men-of mindl Make way =
You robber rulers—pause,;no longer:
You cannot stay the opening day,
_The world rolla on, the light grows atronger;
The People’s Advent's coming!

—Gerald . Massey,

-

' how is It

THE REAL
TROUBLE.

WHAT 15 STOPPING INDUSTRIAL

and, as they and thelr”band of satellities are
only throwing dust in the eyes of the un-
educated unionists of Queensland, as well as
elsewhere, it is high time thit this kind of
business was exposed.

They have raised aunt sallies in their union
meetings, have taken fine care at all times
never {o emder into a paper conlroversy that
would be the means of exposing their repre-
hesnible tactics—and all for what? This is
the question I am bent on dealing with, and
allow the unionists to know exactly what [2
golng en.  They, one and all, know that by
“kidding™ the members of their unlons that
they are In favor of the One Big Union prin-
cipla: they are pulling the wool over their
eyes, and 1 challenge any or everyone of them
to deny any of the slalerum_ls 1 am making
in-this epistle, which is wrltlen purely in the
interest of Industrin) unionism and with a
view o showing”them in their truo colors.
Not ope of them.is game to_slale that they
to “not in favor of indusirfal unionsmi,” ror
they know what that would mean, and what
the result of such an assertion would mean,
but. on the other hand; they do in effect
make this nssertion by Jhe fact that they are
vtemming the tide ofindustrial unity, by
keeping the workers _tbe industry divided.
Take, for instance, the building indusiry. They
decided on linkinz vp the 14 SMALL CRAF:
UNIONS in that industry 18 MONTHS AGO;
in fact they said they kad everything in per-
feet order to bring  the scheme Into effect, but
have they anything to perfect such a scheme?
On the contrary, they have doms all théy
could agalnst it, as | will in a later letter
prove, this letter being for the sole purpose of
stirring Yhe workers to action, and to let
the workers know where they siand towards
the eraft officials on this great guestion: cer-
tainly, the greatest in the world to-day.

It is true, Sir, they went so far as to call
these in the building industry  together a
couple of years ago, but that iz all they did,
and now I want them all to answer this ques.
tion: If, as they reported at the time, four
of the uniens in the building Industry, namely
Progressive Carpenters, Painters, Plumbers
and DBuilders’ Laborersirud declded on amal-
samation by an overwhelining majority,
that ilese unions are stili
separated, after such a long period, in [act
as wide apart as ever, if they are in favor
of amalzamation? T will be a question
wwhich will be tough to answer, and although
it may be sidestepped by some, [ say that
the only real argument that we on the out
sile ean see, is that some of them are afraia
of their jobs, and they one and all are forced
ta admit that ONE UNION means ONE
SECRETARY. and NOT 16, in one industry,
£ at the pi snt time, many recelvinz as
bizh us £1 45 a weck—al least half a dozen
£14- and others recciving an hénorarlum for
I elaim that this has every-
being the nreat-

their_gervices
thinz o recommiend frself
ext factor of all for the back sliding they have
and the sooner the workers wake up
the better for the said

dane,
to their File jokes
workers.

They will in all probahility have the “hide”
to say thay when the scheme eimé along or
tiat when they brought It befure the work:
crs on September 18, 1915, that a few (about
tmber) tnok the sald scheme out of
ds, bup surely this “dope” will not zn
down  with the unionisis of this. State, and
feularly  with the thinking cless of the
building industry.  The argument would not
be short of sily and prebosterous, and I ro-
fose to belleve that men will swallaw stelr
rot,  Noo they have installed themselyes as
Czars, with 2 certaln number of satellites to
keep them in their positions, and I will take
a good deal of working-class education  to
shift them, leck, stock. and barrel. As soon
a= they are ready they will not stand them
Isnger than they can h and then I ecan zee
many a vacant chair; and they, oné and ail,
azain performing some useful task in society,
Shne eight months ago, they took wpon them-
sclves the onus of boycottlng unionists inm
thiz cily, who dared to differ with them oa
TH € principle of Indusfrial UnioRism as
o

against the eraft, and although their

children and their wives were onlibe verge
of want, while they, the secretaries, lived in
laxury, they still persisted in that vieitimisa-

tion whilst they sat back and drew their gala- .

The ‘Outcast’s
- Prayer.

UNIONISM} s e st :
(To the” Biitor) . 2 We come-to Thee lo-day and seck youy gt
Sir—1In_recent issues have appeared leitora :;:"‘:::;La?&_f“‘.tT::rtln'raetiry soip of
on *Industrialism”  asking “what fs the o BP0 cr‘éqgég‘.{ 5t I thls old weriq
cause of delay, ete.,?” of + and to remove g casey
: migery, starvatlon,’ privation, gq ks
My version of the delay, Sir, is as (OlOWS: 443 poverty in.the land of lhe't Bradation,
1 have stood by and listened to the hypocriti- home of the brave. Tee ang thy
_cal humbug and piffle of craft union ofMcials- By e i
for the past five, aye, 15 years, about their For the life of & working man i DUrdeneg .
lesires” for Indygtrial uaity, and have ‘herd iLD 0¥ traubles and large rolla of blanye,
the words, "“ami ation,” and “linkingup Ob, Lord, deliver us from the ETeed ang
toyed with in the Most obnoxlous manner, ang  BFRft that exists in this naton, ang gryy
T have ded -jonger,—Darasites who n sty

deck their persons with finery um
glitter In the gloaming ltke a rotten
mon aftoat in. the moonlight,

i they ;
dog sa. |

Verily, our institutions are badly mixed, lu'”‘
we have Bible houses, baudy houses pary "
houses and breweries,” ' e

We have thieves, . theologians, Christians

and confidence men; also Dries

S48, prisops.
politicians, and poverty; convents, couﬂ::: {1
seabs and scallywags;” Lraces of viptyg ag

st bl

tans of viea,

We have trusts and tramps, nondy  gpg
misery, Homes and hunger, satvation and ;
soup, and psalms sung by hypocrites noa
organised bummery, who ©XPect ta pave thepr ,.
way inte heaven by begging old Pants, coa
and hats, and In Thy name sell thegy to the

—Door._ ]

Oh, Lord, we do not understand why™yp
have bread lines and soup Bouses, while a igt i
of fai snnhs-ext-sirtolng, T-bones, finiibﬂuuﬁ?—;"
rteaks and drink champagne until thelr noses -
shine like the headlight of a locomotive |

Protect us, Oh, Lord, and deliver g, for the 1
Grocorles :_ls:ncintlon _holgs };:g up,  while .
poverty holds us down.  Some of our by |
ehers put embalmivg fAnid on putrifed beet, -
for they know then IL would not stink, ang
the unsuspecting®pubite would .eat it without
belehing .

Deliver us from those who make canpede—
becl out of sick cows, mules and borses, and :
corpses of those who eat it; and may the
price of hamburger, beef stews, waflles and
“holy” doughinuts come down and our Wwages :
come up“to meet them.

And, oh, Lord; we do not understand why
poodle dogs have private baths and are ab-
tended by maide and valets; are shampooed, |
manicured and kissed, fed on cholen steaks
ond drink eream, while thousands of Iitlle
children—made after Ybur own imaze—lire
out of garbage cans! Chrisy said:
“Suffer little poodle dogs to come unto Me”

never

And, oh, Lord! we ask Thee to lave motey
on the blanket stiffs, sueh =< raflroaders,
loggers, muckers and gkinpers: and - may
¥ be permitted to make at least seven dok
lars and six bits before they get fired: aod
may thelr mullizgan be of & betier class and =

contain no more old shoes, gum boots and
serap iron; and may their blankets rest ligntly
on’ their blistered back and conaln no fn
sects that might ‘ernmmo:fe them, g

May the farmer plant his spuds more &
closely (o the railroad track, and his chickeny ‘

roam close to the jungles, and we wiil ever
be zrateful to the all-powerful God. Amen.

Praise o the martyrs who q for the right]
Nor ever bowed down at the bidding of m'ghts
Their ashes were cast all abrosd on e wind,
But mare widely the blessings they won fof

© mankind. ’ -

ries, and they, the fathers of starvine enifl
ren, marched tho gtreeta lu seareh of hread
Their game fs up, their tales of "Tho wholt

business being taken out of their hal s
Fedaral award would .mot be bimding if ve
were to go on with the analoamation” and
“Our federatfon must be consulied,” mest of

hecessily by consldercd s so much e
against the great prineiple of indostiil uaity: "
I am ‘prepared tg admit that amnal 4
litla /launt to other capitals, with all exper
ses pald, would cease. In fa~l, vie wholt o
rrafl union principles would hav 1o 5o 0
ihe melting pot with their ontof-date ideas
if industrialism is to be “ton Jog.” bul I ad
vaeating 4t I am voleing tne op'nion of ever?
worker who has given the matier of rninvte
thought.  The days of craft unionism &7
dene. We must combine to beat the o
mon enemy, and théir liwe jobs are 2%
zoihz to stand in the rond any longer. T
sooner the better, for the amelloration aof 168
conditlons of the workers ls the first consid:
erations, and. they. have goi to_ get ot and
the gooner the betfer, and make way for 15
One Big Uniofl—I am, etc.. e
A, E. WILLIAMS

Hill Street, Kelvin Grave.
= _vgtandard”




~ The Prﬁfetonan

Laok, here Te mhmma bw.nd.
pent,. limbs tired, and muscles exhausted, rmm
pis day's bard work. See his poor looking
umbledown,” weather-beaten den.  Ab, ves,
and what a life he Itves? Making hardly
enough ‘to keep body and soul together, and

" yet who is he? Why jump at conclusions ao’

..he promised.to-de- the-jobr-for—£277 theHe:

" proletariat to do

For be is not of the proletariat (but n! the
middle  class). Just a minute then, and T
will tell you why he is not of the proletariat,
although he be a poor bhard working man.
gee that fence over there, runming right down
to tho -river along the right of the old mrill,
up vast that crop of potatoes, around the
pack of the red hill, and down to the river
azain?  The property Inside that fence, in-
gtead of him owning it, It owns him, for nis

~whole 1ie's history.-lies-around. that-bit of -

Jand. and occasionally when he leaves It to
into contact With the outside world,
cither to sell the commodities he has pro-
dueed upon it, or to buy somd for his own
4ge and consumption, he imagines-he is 1ll-
treated, and at every hand’s turn robbed. This
in time develops in him a hatred for any-
thing cutside his own back yard, making him
reactionary and conservative that when-
ever 4 sirike or industrial upheaval occurs, he
always amongst the first to flock to. the
assisting  of the powers that be. Fearing
somecne may get in- on him for that stone
around his neck, parely, his bit of mud, he
rushes in to seab. No, the proletariat is not
enly the poor working man or woman, but
the poor worker belonglng to a certain state
of social conditions eommonly known as ecaji-

come

e

is

all: and distinguished by two peculiarities.
Fi . that of belng separated f[rom the
1and .uul means of production; secondly, that

nis auly means of getting a-livelihood is hy
“the sale of the only cCOMMOIY he [POSsESRRS,
namely, his laboring power, which comprises
{he total of those meninl and physical powers
necessary to be extended in the produetion of
a commodity.

To him. life 1s ene, In which he carls his
laber power from town -to tewn, and = from:
“country to country, in search of a master- So

bis whole life, then, under capilallsm, cenires
around the sale of his laboring power, and he,
like overy other seller upon the market, wants
the highest price possible for the commedity
be has for sale, and into the bargain wants
to refrain from all foolish use of it.

On the other hand, we have the master-
elass, who, owning the land and means of
production and living upen the unpaid wages
of the proletariat, are Interested in him using
all the energy possible within the limit of* the
work day, and inte the bargain expects the

o this for the least possible
nent. This produces a bilter strugzle
tween the two, in which the master, through
press and pulpit is copstantly howling about
the sacredness of private property.

The proletariat, being the dispossessed; has
long lost his feel!ngs for property, and goes
on with the fight, looking at it from his, and

T3

his, side alone.  As capitalism develops, the
strigele becomes keener and keener,  uniil
nitimately the proletariat, by means of |Iis

strong industrial organisation, gets the upper
band ind takes control of _thé jand and
means of productfon, and although in doing
this they become vicforlous, they, at the same
tme, proletarians cease to exist, nz
Fone outside their limits—that of the property-
less workers, '

A= hav!

UANOIY PAATL 1 UNM TIoq ‘mereNded o) Fual

-®] T1BAp. puw A ‘oidiq s'luumaarurl onr,
1. and finally, in ‘doing away with it coes

away with himself as a proletarian,
MATADE..

BARRISTER GOES ON STRIKE
Tarristets.unlike The workers, demand the’r
e they make a start, and some nic?
lile nays they are, too.

If ane could only get an eye-full of ail the
eash that goes into the legal fraternity in
frdney every week, he would think (hat
iz enengh ﬁon?y in Australia 1o carry
on the war for another 50 years.

Vhen Mr.. Ralston, K.C., wus

enzaged

Ly the'LW.W (o conduet the appeal exse.

of courge, had ag his offsiders, BDarristers
k and Yonng, wifor also had (o be pald.

'n Ralston went Into the court on
firet day of the Appeal, he was holding

which had” been paid him. He put in
t 12) days.in the court, and on the third
"O-ﬂ’ struck and refused to pull on his lezal
enter the court until hd™was paid
nder of h's pay, wh'ch was £55 1is
were very low, and we had some
in floating a loan, but fn the and we
up - the cash, and Janded it over to our
1 “friend .”

When kis hands closed over his
%e then went on with Ms job, which, ax all
know, ended in disasier.

culty

Heerow,”

= —-Fae-working class of Taté TAVE XA Fome

Yaluable lessons fn law and the legal frater-
nity, and it is to be hoped thai in the fuiura
"ich 3 tremendons amount of hard earned
fash will not be wastéd in the direetions that
bave brought no results, but that we will find
tome other way of getting over our troubles.

. roundines

The Russmn Rew
™ (By Tom Barker.)

In the ]ong and bitter fight for the In- Armageddon, transforms the face of the
dustrial Commonwealth, at times, ~the’ country. Armageddon _calls: upor™~Ivan
clouds become so black aud lowering, that  Ivanovich and Michael. Michaelovich to
even the most gptimistic of us become . lay aside the primitive plough-and trudge
afraid that 6uF slavery is perpetual and  to thé nearest railway town to don once
non-ending. e brood-for a while, and again the grey of the mfantry of the line,
wonder whet ¢ seemingly thankless to fight for Czarism against the German
fight is: worth the risk, and the danger.
Suddenly, the long years of paticnt teach-  atmosphere -forsecrecy’ - and . seeret or-
ing and consistent work break through ganisation. The.barrack and camp aets in
the black crust of age-long tyrauny; and Russia more than any other country, as a
the red lava of revolution illumines the meeting ground for the educaged revolu-
blackest hill top, and the gloomiest val-  tionary and the peasant fromt cnu.ntr_\'

e

‘Colncldent with the report regarding juve.
nile- workers, we. vmm several engineering
shopa. and noted the prevailing conditions in
order to compare these with the conclusions
arrived at by the commm, and with our
~owa impr ‘of worksh on
& number of other occaslons. We were forced
‘to the conclusion that frequently the arrange-
ments wers not/ properly adjusted to meet the.

from the border. Absolutism' creates tho™ efid In view, with the result.that the output

during seven days a week was not propor-
“ionate—nor even reasonably proportiomate—
to the output. on five and a-half days per"
week. The manner in which the various
opaﬂtiom wera performed connrmed the

t-l-1he.

wmn' A noahu' Joumul. HAS TO am(. ;

: B
ley. — The Pi rs—in-the fout prisons—who-preserves;-to-asgreat the-old:

hear lhv.- growing clamor of the rising tide solidarity of the village commune,
Ef huu:?n hmlilmrhood rushing to throw A mismanaged and bungled war, a cor-
'10\\ nfl e gates, that have pruclm‘i)led 10 pupt and careless bureaueracy, and a rap-
ie foreruuners of the New Time *‘Aban-  iQ ‘revolution of industry forvar purpos-
dou hope, all ye who enter Herein.”! es acted as tinder to the spark of the
The great proletarian movement never strong and fearless  revolutionary com.
abandons lrdpe; and slavery, like the over-  mittees. A general strike shows the pro-
thrown obelisks of Karnak and Thebes, found nature of the Russign worker. The
“11}. in its day, pass into oblivion, earry- fuctories elose.  The people congregate
ing with it the gaunt and gloamy prison  in the streets, In the twinkling of an eye
fortre: with their vile aggefostid sur- red favours ond red flogs appear every-
The moujik of Holy Russin, where as by magie. The rulers, trembling,
with the example of the prisoner exiles of  send out the brutal police. Fighting com-
the frozen tundras of the North before menecs. The police are driven from the
them, have spontaneously avisen from the streets. The rulers call out tfw military,
‘rimegan steppes to  Spitzhergen, and  who line the streets. The crowds call to
wn the double-cagle ensign of Mus- the soldiers. The soldiers answer with
an absolutism into the lmbo land of smiles and assurances that they will not
Nineveh and Alantis. The old ever dies -fire. -~ The crowd- ndvances and- ‘mingles ™
before the new. And the blackest hours with the troops. The stern lines break,

of night are just before the dawi. A and streaimers of red mnu:!v/“"ﬂh the
single pight way divide the gloomy cve-_grey. {Hloomy- day-i ~the tyrant. -
of - Wrenteand the rosy dawn of Right. The soldiers arc of the people. Thuy are
The Red o Ul the Proletarian has sup-  with the people.

planted the ensign of despotism on the
vory tinted towers of the Winter Pal-
From the dungedns of the Sib-
erian tundras, eomes eries of joyous deliv-
sranee from the nightiare of lives that

“To the gaols!' “To the gaols!” Sel-’
dier and artisan vie with one anothgr to
reach the walls which encompass) the
leaders of the people. The governor (hears
the elamor, For @ moment he thinks =

have heen alwost hoptless  vigils.  The  sistance and climbs the tower, Below he
‘.rnm-;mlv Catherine lh't--=:ixliuﬂ. , the  sees the people and the soldiers, The

“niother of revolution,”  is on her way

army has muthmied. e trembles, and
o Saghalien to her people. Twenty-

order the gates {o be thrown open just as

three lo dave gone past  a seetion of artillery with red streamers
1 that Ar I since she was taken, -gallops up to blow open the mighty gates.
Cossaek guard to the fringe of the Frightened warders hurriedily unloek
world.  Three parts of a life, given to  ponderous dungeon doors. Cheers of de-
the eduzation of her people, has  been light rend the air as one’ b)' one the pris-
spent in the prisons -'f the r. And at oners.join their friends. When*all are

75,-the mother of the Russian people pos-
sesses children who have toppled over the
vile, erime-encrusted regime of the Ro-
manovs. The blind, unreasoning adora.
tion of the ernde ikon has given way I/;-\
the ideas of human betterment. The in-
dustrial revolution has swept away the
onee undisputed sway of the sensual and
ignorant padres bf the Orthedox Chureh.
The aneient unes of the*villages has
t, like the guilds of medieval
Europe, into the past, by the Stephensons,

released, the place is fired, and like the
Bastille during the Terror, the flames of
the vile hell rise to lick the sky.

Nicolai the Second, Czar of the Russias,
cronches in kis magnificent apartments.
His attendants, courtierss and lackeys
have gone, punie-slriclﬂ‘n to hide.
locks beyond the wide sweep of the Neva.,
-He knows that the gigantie blaze behind

the turrets of the metropolitan church is
. the great political prison. A telephone

message tells him that the Premier is in

the Edisons, the Arkwrights and the Dei-  the hands of the Revolutionary Commit-
sels.  With the advent of the railw tee. A cossack orderly, over seven foot
“eanfe the new eonditions. Men and s high, enters.  ‘““Exeelleney, l’ctropav:
dvu s of the middle el aequired the lo is in the hands of the rebe]-« ' Yes,

L e

of the West. m stood in the
0 progress. result  of the
strugzie hetween Reaetion and Progress
nied Revolution, and the forees that
1 the head of the first Charles into
the sZwdust at Whitchall operate still,|

For 3 nd years the Russian people
eut their fight with the powers ot
1l eorruption.  Like fhe jae-

the troops have mutinied at-$t. Peter and
St. Paul, and the red flag flies on the
ramparts. The fortress deors arc open,
and the nine I'I'lll'l(]l'('ll political prisoners
are free, mganmng the revolution,

Next morning the world knows that
Nieolai has abdieated. Nicolai Romanov is
only 2 citizen now. Hi§ palace and undis-
puted power is gone. The red flag of the

querie of  Franee they failed again  and  people waves proudly  from the towers.
again, Russian history teems with mas-  Fortunate Nieolai! - The people are for-
ere and murder, outrage and  knout, giving. Their memory of their wrongs

d, are lost in their new found freedom.

This eentury will see the last of Czar-

hin the past few

we have h: 2
i spite of a rigid con 1

e hI;.II'?h‘I r of thousand tv  ism. All gaols and prison fortresses will go
in blondy 1905 at the behest of th(‘ way of the Bastille and St. Peter and
the Lilllu Father. We have heard of the . Paul.  The maudlin fairy tales of the

]-.:atnr ol the cternal Nirvana fades be- -
fore the praetieal possibilities of Heaveh
on Farth,  The Industrial Demoeracy
grows audsstrengthens os the old politi-_
cal superstition of the State dies.
They say the Russian revolution
made by the simple
is true. Moreover, it was inevitable, And
THEIR debacle.  The great days of '48
wifl be eelipsed as the great international
movement sweeps over artificial bound-
Joast intnitively feels, that the world ean lines like a great rushing tide. Work-
be made a better plae . ing elass brotherhood has heen dammed
]}m erude anarehista, born of medieval-  long mnnpl aud those who have dammed
i=m and the [Ji"l‘-(“lpllﬂ‘lﬂt village con- i1, themselves will be damned,
mne is gone. The ethies of Tolstoi a There is only one working class; there
but #tile against the landed aristoerdt.  eap only be One Union. Vive La Revolu-
The industrial revolution, -hastened by  tion. Hail to the stirring dayseto come.

zlovious fight of the miners of the Lena,
e was put down in a welter of
n blood. The failure of the jae-
nated .in the generation
peaple of Frauee frampling the
fionr-de-lys in the dirt, and cheering the
tumbrils as they carried the proud-and
srrogant to the knife. The double cagle
unovs, and all that it repre-’
s has disappeared before the risin~
tideof a-working elass that thinks, or at

7

leta

was
crusant soldier. Tt

Fhe thme-shall-eeme when the weavers’.band. . The ilufe shall come whea ihe earth shall.be ..

: A garden of joy from sea (o sea,

When the slaughleroys sword is drawn no
omore,” .

And goodness exalis from shore to shore;

Toll, brothers, toil, till the world Is free—

Till - goodness and right/ hold jubilee!

Shall hunger more in their fatheriand— .
Avhen the factory child can sleep till dayf'
And gmile when it -drenms of sport and pln_?:
Toil, hrothers toil, till the world is free,

Tinl Justice and Love hold jubllee!

.condemning the Commercial Club over

suffering, nol. from muscular tuuxue. bnt from
the monotony of an almost unbroken pro-
gramme, - We estimated that many of them
brought 75 per cent. or less of thelr normal
energy to the works every day. Pay day—the
big envelope—explains why they carry on when
their 'Work would ba improved and their hsaith
better served by shorter shifts. The defl:iency
Just noted was less evident where machincry

operation lated the wocks
or, and it was most evident where the workar
regulated the machinery. In the case of gizls
emnployed on skilled or semFskilled englngering
- jobs of a light character we found that, prac-

tically without exception, they werked well, _

despite the fact that the contlnuity of ° the
task during long perlods,is foreign to the usual
Inclination. - But the best of them hava &
limit. It has taken the Government nearly
18 months to discover that excessive hours of
labour, especlally in the case of girls and
women, diminish the output nt wnrk and the

Hunltlnm Department -has—pressed tl:e’nmr-“‘-

home to employers in order that s, at'er
being lenghtened, may be shortened. More
workers must be found somenow. We hope/

thgt every employer of labour will digest the
Teports regarding Industrial fatlgue,
nrrangements and hours for young wWorkeTs
of both sexes. A reference to the small hoys
who are working hard from € a.m. w0 §
p.m. introduces ancther subject; the idea of
asking these boys to.attend evening Qasnes,
after their day's work, is something which no
rational person can entertain for a momont.—
“Page's Engineering Weekly."

More About Everett.

Every American mall brings reports [rom
many sources jusiifylng the I.W.W., and
the
Everett mix up of last year! The capitalist
press of Australia, although loud in’ their re-
-ports of the alleged atrocitles commitied by
the T.W.W. in Everett, have not yet had
the common fairness and decency to mention
& word about the {nvestigation that took place
or the confeseion of some members of the
Commercial Club who organised and planned
the massacre.

One of the latest reports to come to hand
is that of Mayor Gill, of Seattle. In con-
cluding his report, "Mayor Gill says:

. “In the final analysis,'it will found
these cowards in Everett who, wllhtu right
or justification, shot into the crowd on the
boat were the murderers and not the LW.W's,

“The men who met the I.W.W.’s at the
boat were a bunch of cowards. They outnum-
bered the 1.W.W's five to one, and In spile
of this they stood on the dock and fired into
the boat, I.W.W's, innocent passengers and
all,

“McRae and his deputies had no legal right
to tell the I.W.W’s. or anyone ¢lse that they
could not land there. When the sheriff put
his hand on the butt of his gun and told them
they could not land; he fired the first shot,
in the eyes of the law, and the L W.W's_-can
clain® that they shot in self-defence.*

. We do not expect the Capitalist press of
Australia to come out in justifieation of the
I.W.W., but one might be excused If he

_thought that it would carry out its work as

a newwawr uud dlnh up dinkum news
the publie from whom it gets Its support.

to

SPEAEKERS' CLASS.

Attention of members. is drawn to the
faet that the speakers” class has heen re-
organised and is now in full swing.

All members desirous of voieing the
prineiples of the One Big Union per med-
ium of the platform would do well to trot
alung to headquarters on Tuesday nights
at 8 p.m. and receive the necessary in-
struetion and encouragement which goes
to make able spgp-boxers.

As our organisation grows and spreads
we need an _ever. increasing supplpnt
speakers to cope with the inereased activ-
ities.

We hope to see as many as possible pre-
sent next Tuesday night, all anxious to be
mouthpieces of the only cause worth
fighting_for—Industrial Democmey.\

welfore -



" DIRECT ACTION,

Proddingithe Ants®
Nest at Mildura.

.!.Q previously  reported, a fow  (oilers at
Mildura, decided that it was time for the frult
cockies Lo come through with a féw more of
5 of life, and with this end in

ing slaves
Before the meetin, '\\as a,nened. 1t was .
noticed fhat A.W.U. officials to the number of
five were present, having driven four mlles in:
the wet to attend. The purpose of their at-
tendance will bs-made apparent later.
At 8 p.m. the meellng was opened, F, W.

‘Economics.

—
(MARY MARCY).
VI
SHORTER HOURS OF 'LABOR.

In Lesson VII. we discussed a general in-
crease in wages,_and how and why they would
beneflt the working class. We discovered
that a general increase in wages wounld ul-
timalely result in a fall in the average .rate
of profit, but wnuid not aflect prices
general.

But now that we have seen llm desirabllity
of higher wages, how may we secure them?

It is true that the working class, as a ciass.
has never been sufliciently well organised to
demiand a universally higher price for its

4k lue-ot

e

s

o
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_.Qilli_oﬁairesl.-

{By Scoit Nearing) .

We are billionaires!

The, United States is the richest nation o
earth. 7 5
- When the war broke out the wealth ‘of the
British Isles, Germany and France combined
was ‘a little greater than the total wealth
of the United States. After two years and
a ball of conflict the wealth of the European
natlons has decreased rather than increased,
while the wealth of the United States has
mounted . to astounding proportions.: Te=
day the wealth of the United States is prob-

ably eq 10 the total wealth of Great Bri-
toin,_ Fr many and Russia combined.
—

O’Connor belng- élected chalrman.  ‘Whilst
putting the reason for the meeting, the chair-
man was interrupted by one of our? A.W.U.
orgaf . who, nearly, bursting with indig-
nution, demanded to be informed upon what
authority _4li@ speaker convened a meeting;
and whal right he had to gpeak in the name
of organised labour, :

Deing informed that the meeting was called
by a few wage-slaves, who wanted to try and
zet a little more and better food and clothing
for their wives and kiddies, this mountain of
igence mext asked, why a show of tick-
vts was nol called for. Having exhausted his
stock of , or command of English, he
Iapeodd into silence,

The business of the meeting  was  then
ong with, amnd a resolution moved that
= Lo called dgain on Thursday night

ener

&
next,

to work up

The «laves In the meantime,
an azilatlon oi the vario blocka {[ruit
. blogks, % . On  this
heinz '\m chorus of ay
onlrary, two AW
the tep of t
were somewhat set back upon
asked where they weére working
Then l)t_‘““ £1 o day purasites came oul
-6f their sholls and made piain the reason for

th

ir :’nmr niile drive in the wet, the convey-

ance being charged up to the members of

the Uunion, : B
One r the other, they mounted the bax
and ftr il oul the old tripe, tripe with
noary rsoon, “Ablde Joyally by the sa-
cred . a nent made with the boss” The
. eannot support a strike, that being
nirary (o the boss and arbitration, “Wait
terms of the agreement is up;  then

. will get you an increase” ete.,

the best

Onz of the lrnmt reforred to us

ity Huzh siyle. We were a
of i Jrrv=[\0n es, who were out to
alibough we were out for
. ¥et we were functioning in the
bosses. Finafly, with rears

ho described the conditions ru-
some ather place, unorzunised by’ the
! demanded to know why we did
and stir up strife.
is an abomination to
n oflicial, nnd
the militants
ta hell  yet
teome of next
the frack,
shall brave
this
official
seeing

wian

10 see the
It may be
and we
ance agatn
the AW.U

Wosearimooul,
in danger. o

report next week a vietory.
v haind. and even as I write,
wil Is
reof. Thanks be to the rain;

eetin

laze cocky's frait,

TOM O'CONNOR..
¢ tunioured that a wobblie has
with the usual crim-
sons, turfed on the

iven

NEW SONG BOOKS.

* has been a big demand reeently
over the countey for a new and
song ook Two editions have
been printed
orking el
. demand “more, :
The new book  will contain 64 pages.
Features witl be an art cover, a novel asnd

T appropriate  cartoon; agd-o short ossay
upen the wen now serving loiig sentences
i gaol. All the popular airs are retained,
and wew ones mtrodueed. My, Justiee

and - dispo;
s, like Offver
|

v the old-book 0K, and

i HIOTE S0,
Iwok will be off in about.a fort-
and i aleeady on the press, It is
handy sz for the pocket, and just
be medieme {or worey and misery. 11

. 1sn't to be permitted to talk,
‘can stig, and the song boole—

viore. than do. its” bit. O\uuu wr the
puu' of paper, éte., there is a big out-
sa wo hope lhm the money will come
in ddvanee, und give us a chaner of pay-
ing our way. You ean see the terms else-
where. Writé to-day.

i revohitlenary wo

Iator power=a-larger—portion
its produet from the capitalist class:

It is equally true that when they shall be-
come suficiently organised and l‘lnﬁid(’)uﬂ”
sciotts to do go. they will not stop with asking
higher wages, but  will abolish the whole
wage system jtself,

But Capital makes continual war upon the
wprkers, [t reduces wages to the bare cost
of living and lowers the standard of living
whenever and ,wherever possible. It~pro-
longs the hours of labor as far as the physical
endurance of the workers themselves will
allow.  And the workers find themselves
foresd constantly to fght in order to hold
the little they already bave. So that, on
every side, we gee litle groups of workers in
o1 Aupusy ‘raafodumd  Jayl 1w 19jpued
maintain working conditions, or to improve
ihem where they become unendurable.

It is obvious that men or women working
from ten to eixteen hours dally will have
littly strengih or lefsure for study,or activity
. It is alse patent fhat
wages are bound to be higher where men
toil eight hours a day than where they work
It requires two shifts of men,
hours daily, 1o ruona machine
sixteen hours.

sixteen hours.
working eight
that one man rung

It ix only pecessary, but it Is a highly de-
«irnblé matter, that we continue to resist and
to advance and attack in our daily struggle
with the capitalistz. For it is through pres
sent defeats and victories that we learn our
sirength nnd our weaknesses. We learn to

ficht by .fighting, New tactics are often
evolved in struggles that seem to be toial
failures. And elass solidarity beecomes a

living thing, a resistless weapon, when we
are fighting and necting more or less a3 a
clang, .

Even group struggles-—the  iselated wars
waged by ecraft unions against their employ-
wrs-—hear fruitful lessons in eclass solidarity.
For craft wars are becoming more uniforinly
fatlures, and to show the vital meed for n
wider and ever broader organization of the
workers of the world.

But craft union struggles have not always
failed in that which they set out to accomp-
lish. although victories are becoming increas-
ingly difieult and impossible with tho ad-
vance of productive machinery that abolishes
the need of skilled laborers. Skilled workera
have often been able to form skilled labor
monepolies, or unions, where their particular
siill has been in demand, and have forced
their employers 10 give them shorter hours,
hicher wages ar better working conditions.
But (kese victories have been due to a mon-
opoly of a particwlar kind of skill, and not
at all 1o any class conseipusness on the part
nl the workers.

Just at present workers all over the worhl
in the countries where gold Is the recogniced
iard of value are demandbng, and gener.
'l]!v securing  higher wages. This is owing
19 the decreasing value of geld, which ex-
changes for fewer commadities than formecry
and which haa consequently caused a rise in
prices, and an Increase in the cost of I

These workers are gaining higher wazes
from the emploving rvapitalists, because |t
cosfs more to “Keep” them, just as the man
ewning & horse has to pay a bigzer bill when
the price-of “feed” goes up il he wants 1o
keep the horse. They are not gaining hiz
wages through class conscicus clNforis,

Raprii BRISBANE LOCAL.

ROOMS, « VER POST OFFICGE.
STANLEY 5T ———S8TH. BRISBAMNE,
MEETINGS,

Alternate Tuesdays—Business Meeting,
Alternate Tuesdays—Educational Class.
Friday, 8 p.m—Outdoor Mesting, Market
Square.
Sunday, 8 p.m.—Trades Hall, Lecture,
Literature Secretary,
W. TREMBATH.
Financial Secvetary,
v G. E. BRIGHT.
REDFERN ST.. WOOLLOONGABBA,.
BRISBANE.
ALL MEMBERS PASSING ‘THROUGH ARE
INVITED TO LOOK IN. GOUD LIBRARY,.
SLAVES WELCOME
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The Department of ‘Commerce estimated
the tolal wealth of the United Stales during

the summer of 1916 at two bhundred and
twenty-eight billions of dollars. The sum I§
staggering.” We are wholly unaccustomed

to such figures. The ordinary man deals
in hundreds; the well-to-do deal in thousands;
the rich deal in hundred ‘of millions; the
United States deals in hundreds of billions.
Hundreds are written with three figures;
thousands with four; millions with six; but
the wealth of the United States is writlen in
twelve figures, thus: 228,000,000,000 dollars.

These billions represent the wealth of the
United States—the. timber, coal, oll, railroads,
mauchinery, land, houses—all of tke things that. -
we use and enjoy.

There are about one hundred million people

in the United-States.—--if-each person had _

an equal share, he would own about 2,280 dol-

lars worth of wealth.

- Thsre{m about twenty millipn families fa

(he United States, — Tr eash famityhmd—an-
eylial share, it would own about ].1 400 doltars

of wealth,

Needless to remark, each family does not
have a share. YWe are billfonatres—some of
are on a lower rung of the
incomes of a million dollars
or over cach year. At the same tme
#ix milllon families are living in poverty.

Send to the United Public Health Servica
at Washington end ask for Bulletin No. 76.
Kead carefully over (he figures -cited there,
and you will be forced lo the eSnclusion that
in so far as the fisures prove anything those
brought together in that bullgtin show that
mhoutl thirty miilion persons in the Umnited
States are lving In poverty.

Perhaps, we shouid hegitate (o say [t aloud,
but if there was a family in which the father
had a strong-box full of zold, and in which
gome of the children were milk-fed and fur-
elad, while others were naked 'and starvs
ing, we could eonsider the man a fit subject
for the jail or the mad-house, How then shall
we think of a nation which rates its wealth
in twelve figures and permits millions of its
citizens to live In poverty?

The situation is so grotesque that one
might laugh were {t not for the fact that its
major aspects are sa sinister as to make one
draw, back In terror from the abyss that
yawns ahead.

though every struzzic is a breeder of class
consciousness, even ihough it is only in a
negative way,

Modern machinery
of skilled labor and unskilled labor with ever.
increasing speed workers
thrown into the raaks of the unskilled,
unzkilled workers are thrown into the r
of the unemployed And gradually all w
are beinz more and mare foreed to com-
pete with eaeh other for jobs upon a coiu-
man level

inating the ne>d

wie
and

frE

Nothing «an stop tho progress of the auto-
matic  machine, the most wonderfy] inyen-
tlon of man through all ages—the machine
that will one 'day free mankind from cease-
less anxiety and degrading toil!

But strugele we must—to-day and to-mor-
row. And the fght will grow keener with
the passing years,

Men and women are being hurled inta the
ranks of tlke unemplayed by thousands and
Ly hundreds of thousands. We must reduce
the number of jobless workers.

We must orzanise along industrinl lines to
shaften the hours of labor. If an eight-none

day was inauzurated, i would wmean the ad-
ditional employment of millions of men aod .
wonmen in America tomorrow. It would in-

sure us leisure for study and recreation—for
work in the Army of Revolution, and it would
mean higher wages in Ameriea generally, For
the fewer men there are competing for johs,
the higher the wage they are able to demand.

To repeat: Modern machinery is. throwing
mare and mare men and wowen Into the Army
of the UUnemploved. Shortdr hours will em-
ploy more men and women, and will maintain
and even increase warea to =ay nothing of
the tremendous development ¢f the’ fighting
&pirit, the: dolidarity and class consciousnezs
of the workers.

The bahblin.s “brook

_They're free, ah, God, the meaner u.lng,
b,

_Street, Sydney, and printed by H.

The Human Slave

The sparrow r.uu lh:m _bough ' to bough,
The cur that roves the streots Is fres:
The only slave s Hl‘hty Hnn,
o oa world of ‘ll'hany i

.‘ﬁ sUnshlhe, ——
* The trees, the grass, the Blinting gea,

an things enjoy, but' :a for Man
They might ag we!}pal be,

The beast that pl‘owlq the Jqu!e
The fish that swim the sea,

~<Injoy their litle span- of life,

-‘Because they're lma. ‘the¥'re free,.

Do they
"I'was left for man to roregn the t:'hnlnn
With his towring mind suhlsmu

Oh, the clinging chaln and the prison wall
Are the work of human minds,

'Tis the will of God {hat Earth ig Iree,
“Iis the will of Man' that binds,

The fool has fancled himself the lorg
Or all Inhabiting Earth,
While his grinding toil for the prime
Despoils hls life of mirth,
¥ 3
The birds aro singing, the fishes nagh
- The household cal’s at play;’ '
But Man is stveating between four walls,
Deprived of the jn_vs of Day.

of day,

Tlow Toif, O ﬁla’ven:*ml-}-ya--ium. ung_"__
How long will ye still slave be?

When the master minds of the martyred past

Lelivor-ye Freedom's. ~key.

Q! the locksmith's work was Lruly done,
And your chains are riveted well;

But the might of a thinking working class
Could shatter the Bonds of Heil.

With a soul of the things of Freedom,
Usurped by the loraly few,
You can- open the doors of your natal Baol,
And fashion the world anew,
W,

H. LEVT.

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES.

The working class and the employing class
bave pothing in common. There can be no
peace so long as hunger and want are found
amonz milltons of worklns peaple, and the
few who make up the embploying :lm have
all the good things of life,

Between these two classes & struggle must
%o on until the workers of the world organiss
a2 a class, take posseision of the earth and =
the machinery of production, and abolish the
wage system.

Wg find that the ceniring of the manage
tuent of industrjes into fewer and fewer bagds
makes the Lrade unlons unable to cope With |
the ever-growing power of the empléying class. .
The. trade unions foster a state of afialrs
which allows one set of workers to be pitted
arainsl another set of workers In the sameé
fnlhla!rr.\lherehy helplng to defeat one a0+ <
n.h roin wage wars. Morcover, the irade 4
sna uld (e employlog class to mislead the
cikers into the bellef that the working class
Lave luterests fo common  with their em
loyers.

Ihese conditions can be changed and tha.in-
terests of the working elass upheld only by e
organisation formed in such a way that all its
Lwnihers in any one industry, of in all indos
trieg if hecossary, ecnse work whenever o strike
or lockout is on in any department thereof,
thus making an injury to one an injury toall |

Instead of the conscrvative motto, “A falr
day's wage for a fair day's work” we must
inseribe on our baoner the revolutionary
watehword: “Abolitlon of the wage system.” |

It ix the historic mission of the working .
tlass to do away with capitaltsm. The ar@Y
‘ol prodiction must be arganised nor onlyf
lhie every-day struggle with capitalists, but
algo to carry on production when capitalisd
shall have been overthrown, [y organisiné
Industrially we are forming the structuré of
the mew soclety withih the shell of the o
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