+ MELBOURNE.
q'-lla world still revolves on its 'u'ls. despite
{he fact that local -elght has been a trifle
quiet in its propaganda activities. But me-
teorologista affirm that the sensitive sclenti-
fic Instruments -that register the speed of
ihe earth as it rushes with “cosmle fury”
{hrough space show a slight Increase in speed.
Melbourne activitles are now going with au
the old force and influence.

Yarra bank crowds, though rather on the
small side when compared with the anti-con-
“seription cnmpnlgn, are gelting bigger every
Sunday, and bid falr to assume formidable

“proportlons ~ere & lew  weeka NAd  paEsed.

Last Sunday a decided acqyisition to thbe
ILW.W. was Mrs.,, Westbrook, of West
Australin.  She iheld the audlence inierested
for quite a while with her story of the LW.W.
trials in the Wesl: Other fellow-workers to
speak were Alf,- Wilson and Charlie Dunn.
In the hall'In the evening the spealter was
again Mrs. Weslbrook, a falr number being
nesent 1o bear her -deal exhaustivily with
the West Australian trial. On Weduesday,
in company with Fellow Worker Jelfrey, our
female fellow-worker spokerat North Fitzroy
at 2 meeting convened by that sterilug jittle
rebel woman, Mrs. Baines, of Englisn suilta-
gelte fame. Despite counter attractions,
the meetings was fairly succeasful; and- the
case for the boys in Sydney gaol was well
received by the fémale section of the crowd.
Friday nlght meetings in the suburbs ate
all held under- the auspices of the Workers”
Defence Committee, and all available 1.W.W
propagandists take part. These
ings are doing a great deal to
pathy and senilment for Llhe
men, there being nearly always
to greet the various speakers,
Contrary to . genmeral expectations, lhc
Trades Councll declded against afliating with
1he Workers' Defence League, resclvlog to
€alty on an agitation of their own for the
Telease the boys in Long Bay Gaol. It s
gratifying to noté that they have moved In
the matter, as they must now see clearly
that the Trades Unlon Movement will alio
come in for its share of persecuntion i+
actlon of some sort is' not taken at once.
It Is also moaoted that the Political Labour
" Council is. going to move on the same di-
rection, ntthnugh nothing definite is known.
/fhn lxcitgmenl gonerated by the conscrip-

arvtllee BYM-
incarcerated
gond crowds

tion isave was only transient and the slaves

got back into the same groove again ed-
lately 'after it was over. Only now are they
beginning to see that the I.W ‘tase affects

them greatly, and as deeply as ever. “Willlam
the Lawd” has been very sllenl of late over
the 1.W.W.; possibly it may be. that his
Taverite stunt of fulminating untruth and mis-
Tepresentations against the Industrial Work-
ers of the World has been piayed out, and no
I hDBfr'h_lvlnx_ ‘the efficlency 1t once had. Ho
(&t as it may, the seven and a half stono
lump of bounce. wind and colossal vanity is
Now allent, a8 far as the "Wobblies” are
concerned.
NORMAN JEFFERY.

LITHGOW.

Last _ week, two speakers on bebalf of the
Defence and Release Gommlflee, F.W's. J. R.
Wilson, and C. Sinclalr, proceeded to LitHgow
to conduct - serles “of “meetlngs. Upon are
tival they were ‘met by some of the local fel-
low-workers, who had the mestings well ad-
vertlaed,

There baing no free speech on the streels
of Lithgow for I1.W.W, speskers, and. the
local municipal council having & Tumpus: over

: the matter, tha Mayor not being gn authority

“Ufon the bye-laws, and the authorities not
-belng overanxious to Interpret the law in our
favor, consjderabla difficulty was experionced
In giting a stand from where hold the
Meetings. . The' main eornef spll fhost: svit-
able !DO?- for maeu.ngs provides a degl stand

street meet- -

(night, near the end of the meeting F.W.

Greater Love Hath No Man than he
' Who Lays Down His Life for
His Friends.

for the purpese. , The Hallway Department
has control of the only vacant corner. The
Trades Hall rents a portion for advertising
purposes in connection with a picture show,
which that institution coxfrols. On Sunday
wil-
son had his name (aken for {respassing on
Government properly, despite the fact that
permission was granted from the Trades Hall
to the I.W.W. to conduct their meetings
there. All classes of jingoes and [.W.W.
eritics are never interfered with when they
choose to hold their meetings from that spot.
Result regarding the booking Is awaited with
anxiety.

On F

ay night a large crowd assembled,

-and-a successful meeting was held. A shower

near closing time finished the meeting. It
rained heavily on Saturday night. On Sun-
day night an exceptionml meeting was held.
Several questions were answered, and plenty
of information supplicd. The ecollections
were good, and the sules of literallire up 1o
the mark.

. W. Swilt was chairman at all nml.‘llnr.a

Prospeets are very brighi.  The workers
are clamouring for information regarding the
I.W.W. cases, and the movement in general

The bosses dre prepared to fight us. every
inch of the way, true to their iradiions.

The “Lithgow Mercury,” which l:ms\ & very
wide circulation, has been devoling'a good
deal of Its columns to the LW.W. Thi, local
fellow-workera have. answered most of

d .the various speakers ki

Gifnderup-to date:

1t is hoped (hat in the pear future that a
local will be formed, and Lithgow will very
shorlly he 8 strong Industrial fort for the
One Big Union.

F.W.58.

“DAMNING EVIDENCE."

The Melbourne “Argus,” of 13th December,
begins Its sub-leader with the following sen-
tence; “Further damning evidence of the sin-
ister intentions of the LW.W. is contained in
the disclosure of the damage done to the
cruiser Brisbane, at Sydney.”

The *“damning evidence'” is given in the
next column, under the heading, “LW.W, 1
fluence.” It is worth reading as a typicnl ex-
ample of “evidence” as the term js undergtood
by the capitalist press:—

“Replying to a question in the House of
Hepresentatives yesterday, ‘the Minister for
the Navy stated that he received a report from
1he general manager of Cnckalnu Isl
yardd that ~ aoiie pcmnn OF parEohs

- for the week-end.

~Ing that the miners bad decided (o D

libarately cut the whole of the e}g‘urle wires |

that led .from the bridge of the cruiser Bris-
bane, The "keneral manager had - further
reported that the action of some of the men
at the dockyards had caused him a great deal
of concern-  The men bad never been dis-
covered, but he had instructed the manager
of the dockyards that if he knew of any LW.\v,
men. working on the crulsor Briebane he was
fo dismiss them Immediately.”

“Damning evidence,” indeed, but who ‘s
dumned by it?— The LW.AW. of * the "Ibe
Argus?” —'Fellowship.”

I—AND MY PEN.

1 do not like to write as I do—

I prefer to volce the joy of life—

The splendor of man, the call of beauty;

I"d rather dream sweecl dreams, >

And have: fun in pure-hearted- 'uhemuru'

I'd like 1o write of the raptures of Spring,

But whenever 1 ope' my lips to slng,

I hear the plaintive wall—

“TWELVE REBEL MEN IN JAIL" :
-By BETSY H. MATTHIAS, ~

-On Friday I spoke at an I.W-.W.

.voling £5, bul I haven't heard the

Defence Agitation.
QUEENSLAND.

WEEKLY REPORT.

On Wednesday last I addressed the AM.IM.-
L.U. Conferencel A recommendation from
the Brisbane brapch urged the Execufive lo
vole £50. However, they ullimately vaie:
£10, which has not yet come to hand. On
the same evening I addressed the Russinn
Asgsocintion. They collected £1 2t the moot
Ing, and promised to open a list i “Rabo-
chaya Zinshn,” their paper, for the definee,
meeting in
On Saturday I left for Gympie,
I_spoke there outdoor-on—-s
Salurday evening. Large crowd, but rather «
backward. Didn't get enough colleclion to
cover expenses, but a future visit will have
wuch better results.

Last night I went {0 speak (o Kailway
Union, but they had packed the meecting
against me. A resolution  was to bhe pul,
results. L
spoke at the Letter Carrlers’ aftor L and
they were very sympathetic.  Expeet maney
from them, Lists are going out on (he il-
way and the Gympie Post Ofice  workers.
Money is coming in, and we oxpect d{n be
able to send £20 ‘as soon as Butchery' L10
arrives. «

“Specches” and dodgers have rot arviven,
Did you rend any by Jack Burke? Sabotagedl
in mail, I suppose. Could have seld 200 at
Gymple oasily. ¥

Speaking al Redbauk on Wednsday. we
not quite sure of Premier's sanction to
Uplon.  Can't run it far defenes,
for women and chrilden,
seems a littie afraid.

We will be assured of a
Ryan comes through, No moetingh at Brls-
bane. Wet week-end. Not much good me
going morth &s expenses are heavy aml
come small. % Was thinking of trying Glon-
reagh or Coffs Harbor.

Good luck. Glad to hear of success
Litbgow. All makes good.

Yuu.rB fraternally,
TOM BARKER,
BAHRIER.

Broken Hill is still bolling with discontenl.
At Do Bavays last week a slave met with an
accident. ‘The storekeeper, whose duty it
was to procure medi€al aid, refused to ring
up the doctor, and the men took “dlrect ac-
tion,” and- walked out and' remained out 1ill
the storckeeper was fired. The braceman
and platman at the North Broken Iill Mine
also had a dispute with the bosz over tho
bonus system, and again we had the pleasure
of seeing a fne display of solldarity. All.
hands walked out, and the mino stood idle for
two days. The men sald they would have
no more bonus system, and demanded straight-
out wages at the ruling rates, with an extra
man on the brace and plat, The umﬂters‘ gee-

the Square.

are
Art
Must be
Sname (hing, He

few hundred §t

in-

at

what they preached, “an injury (o one
the concern of:all,”" granted.all demanids.
men resumed work on Friday afiernocon. Local

all other unions on The Barrier,
bers are working night shift, wit y
:1ho|l§hing the night shift. The Rev. S.

b,
Yarrington, In the course of his lecture hera

yestarday on-The Red -Plague, condemnod
the clergy and politicians for not doing their
duty in the iuterest of humanity.
Propaganda js stlll geifg abead in good
form. The twelve men in gaol are gelting all
the publicity possible from the poliliclan in,
parlicular. *The release committee has -
ganised a monsler procession . next
with the A.M.A. Band in altendance.
will march through the mmin streefs

which
aml

L. linish_up in the central reserve, where Aoy

monstration will be-beld.  Many of the old
batteries of local unions, Nos. 1 and 3,
arriving back’ o the Hill to take part In the
grand fight of the worling class against (he
onslaughts of the human vultures of sociely,
TRIFF.

are



_ countries alse,
———During-the strike of the iron_and st

. America can very scriously
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CLASS
UNIONISM.

In nereasing numbers, the work-
ing el s begigning to realise that it
must UNITE AS A CLASS if it is ever
gaing b0 get more of the GOOD THINGS
WHICH 1TS LABOR PRODUCES.

The working class has now
that stageswhen it can NO LONGER
struggle on and win with the old form of
organisation.

In the various industries of the world,
the toilers meet and work, without any
regards to sex, erced, nationality, or eol-
our,

Thousands of workers are grouped un-
der one roof, and ALL ARE ROBBED
AND EXPLOITED BY EXACTLY THE
SAME METHOD, no matter who they
are, or what they be.

In times of industrial depression or
national ealamity, ALL SECTIONS of
workers suffer alike. o

During periods of unemployment, it is
nol one particular trade that suffers or
starves, but all grades of workers . are
fonnd applying for relief.

In hunger marches, in doss houses,
and at soup kitchens are to be found the
office worker, the shop assistant, the en-
gineer, alongside the navvy, labourer,
agricultural worker, ete, ALL FEEL
HUNGER THE SAME, ALL SHIVER
THROUGH THE SAME CAUSE, ALL
GROAN THROUGH THE SAME EF-
TECT.

When new machinery and labor saving
deviees are introduecd into one shop, it
s uot the workers in that shop alone
That suffer, but the effeet is felt in a score
oI different industries. Trades that have
never hoard of the new maehine soon be-
#in to feel the effect.

A strike in one industry ean affect the
WHOLE OF THE WORKING CLASS
and- dislocate the whole of industry.. A
lock-out in one shop may mean starvation
and misery to thousands of men and wo-
men, hundreds of miles away from the
“tFouble. It has been known of an indus-
trial disturbanee taking place in one
country to affeet the workers in other

el
workers in Japan, the workers in America
were seriously affected. A large strike in
affect- the
toilers in Australia, England, and other
countrics. A strike in Australia would
also affect the workers of other countries
of the world.

It is a SELF-EVIDENT TRUTH that
The working.¢lads must of absolute neces-
sity UNITE AS X CLASS in order to pro-
tect themselves from the power of the in-
ternational capitalists.

Owing to the development of the cap-
italist system,-the whole of the industries
6 the world are so linked up ns to he
INSEPARABLE from each other.

One industry, no matter how large or
small, cannot exist by itself alone. No

_group of industries can carry on produc-
tion while other industries stand off. ~

Even the smallest arti¢lc produced
passes through thousands of hands and
touches hundreds of different trades in

aw iuaterial to the

ters, no matter how

reached o

TBrinswick Town Hall, Melbourne.

‘small or how large, can continue produe-

ing independently of all other groups.
Under the present system of SOCLAL
PRODUCTION, ail trades co-operate toges
ther in producing and supplying the
2

- world with all it needs. . !

The day is. now gone when anyone can
say: ‘“Alone‘l did it.”’ The day is now
many years florn when one _trat},g can
isolate itself from others.

“The bakers and cooks
ABLE; to fecd the World. if tailors, car-
pculchi, bricklayers, injners, ‘transport
workers, agricultural laboures, ete, ete.,
did not _help them to carry k

The builder would be
ciety if he did'not get th
4he miner, fafmer, labourer, tailor,. ete.,
ete, - It is cxactly'the_admc{{vifh;en‘r}‘
other branc¢h of work. They ‘are/all TN-
EXTRICABLY linked together. . ..

‘One body of workers
AND’PERMANENTLY. -dependent upon

. all other bedies .in order to ‘met their

living. s % .
~ It should be upparent to all-that the
interests of all . workers in the oworld are

PERFECTLY IDENTIGAL with each
other IRRESPECTIVE OF = WHAT
TRADE OR QCCUPATION they may

follow,

The question of sex, creed, colour, or
nationality SHOULD NOT ENTER INTO
DISPUTE in this stern, grim, fierce
struggle with the master class.

In order to ward off the depredations
of the master elass and prevent the op-

pressive measures of international capit-

alism, the working class is FORCED

THROUG TUAL N ITY to or-

ganise as a cless 1 Biz Union.
By the w uping them-

selves togeth

peetive of sex,

ity, they are : ndggions of

the New en the workers will

covel 1 r own produe-

0 . and help to speed the

will be bathed in
happiness and

world
of  peace,

awl belp along the day
. criminals, and beggars

N.R.

Overwork.

American people are overworker, and ard

approaching a breakdown. declares Mis:
Josephine Goldmark, of the Naudonal Con:
sumers’ League, who repeats  the insistent

elaim of orzanised labor that shorter work-
ing days are necessary to preserve healh
and ideals. f

“Overwork is the greatest single menace
to public health in America,” she said.
“People are dying younger in America thad
ever hefaore, Workers are wearing out
more quickly. The diseazes which  aré
carrying them off are plainly the dizeasef
of overwork. The death rate from apo-
plexy and nervous diseases bas incrbased 19
per cent. in 10 years, according to the
census records of 5,000,000 working people;
from heart digease the Increase has been
25 per cent.; from dizeases of the Kkidneys
and urinary system, 42 per ceal,-and from

diseases of the liver and digestive orguns
21 percent. 1t dees mot take a phy to
know that these diseases are typically the

ses of fatigue, '

tigue is poison. It iz 1he polzoning ot
the s¥stem by worn-out cells which would
pormally be carried out eof it. If activity
is mot balanced by rest, lile iiseil is threat-

Speg;ch by Mr. Frank Anpstey, MH.R. at
—Dealing
with the LW.W. trial, Mr. Anstey gaid that no
portion of the defence was allowed to be pub-
lished, The whele of this evidence should be
given o the public, and they were endeavour-
ing to get it (Applause) He had read all
the depositlons agalnst the accused men, and
was satisfied that the"whole thing Indieated
a gigantic police conspiracy. Instead of belng

an-instrement agalnst. the Labour movement,

the cowardly operation in dealing with these
men was golng to condemn the minlstry and
all connected with it. (Applause.) The pros-
ecution was not tholiglt of uill there was a pol-
Itical end to serve, \‘ :

"Applications are callqd for
EDITOR "OF "DIRECT-ADTION"™
All -appliconts must have been a member
of the LW,W. for at least six months, "and
must have applicatlod In at this office before
March 15th, 1917. A
All further:particulars Trom
~ F. BROWN, Manager “D.A."

would be UN-

is DIRECTLY"

' EAW AND JUSTICE.

Law and 'juﬁt}ee are wonderful things. to the profound sénrets of
.~heart and the forces which shape the e

So many things laudatory- have been said

about ‘justice that people are usually led-

to believe that it is something tangible,
something easily identified and always
worth striving to obtain. ‘

The law of the land is the embodiment
of the idea of justice prevalent on the
particular spot, and among the particular
class of people who enact the laws. The
law determinés that certain actions are
not permissable, and that other actions

. must be performed by the people whom it
is desired to place under the operation of
the law. If they do not comply with the
law the legal machinery is set in motion,
and-the hapless non-conformists are clap-
ped into the jaws of stern '‘justice.””

But as a matter of fact, practically any-
thing within the compass of human under-
standing has been lawful and unlawful
in turn. To burn, murder, rob, and steal
is lawful and unlawful at the same time,
aceording to who commits the murder,
theft, ete.  As a rule anything vile is law-
ful wherever it is done on a sufficiently
large seale ond with the full blessing of
capitalist church and state. At one time
it was unlawful to harbour or protect
men of certain recligious beliefs. Now it
is unlawful to persecute men of the samec
religious belief. The inhabitants of cer-
tain territories, such as Alsaace, Lorraine
or Egypt, ete., have found themselves
running the visk of jails and gallows, first
because they possessed a eertain national
fanaticisms, afterwards because they

the hmmm .

tions of men and society. - He wor
lightly utter misleading words ;J.{dz?::
expression to irivolous sentiments, Whey
he said that good men must not obey the
laws too’ well, he meant that at timey
it beeomes the sacred duty of the indivi.
dual to break the laws imposed by the
self-seeking. forees of. authority, . He
knew that governments are more Prons
to impose laws that are detrimenta} ta
the human taee-than to help in the pro.
gress of humanity,

Governments eqn commit  erimes i
impunity from si\l\'hir.-h the indivigaﬁ;
would shrink with horror becauss a €
verument has neither-got-n-body to 5y —
kicked, or. a soul to be damned,” An jn.
dividual, on the other hand, knows {hg
humanity will judge his actions, If' by
makes slips it is not because he is wil.
ully wicked, but because he is liable to
make- mistakes. The only exception to
this rule is the man  who is prepared tg
commit vielence in  order to obtain the
goods others have created.

Whenever one class is oppressed ang
unhappy it is because the class which Poszy,
sesses the wealth of thesworld is depriv.
ing them of the wealth they create op -
tyrannise over them. Naturally, to try to
throw off the yoke of eapitalism and jig
henchmen is a justifiable and laudatory
abject in the minds of the working class,
but an undesirable and therefore unlay-
ful objeet in the minds of the capitalists,

“didn’t. So that it is lawful or net-does —.As u rule, to try to rid the working elass. -

nof depend on whether it is wicked or not
but simply on whether it suits the purpose
of those in whose interests the law is
framed.

Again, in the name of justice, we have
scen men driven from their homes, inno-
cent women and-children starved to death
or being sent to the bottom of the sea.
To expend the wealth of the world in
destroying the happiness of millions is
just. To deprive millions of workers of
the opportunity to earn a living is just.
To drive hungry paupers to transgress the
laws of property, and aftersards to beat

of the yoke of the capitalists is unlawful,
because as u rule laws are class laws, en-
acted to keep the capitalist tyrants rieh
and powerful and the oppressed workers
poor and under the heel of the capitalist
authority.

Therefore, it becomes the mission of
the working class to fight, not for ““law
and justice’” but for the uplift and well
being of humanity. It becomes the duty
of the working class not to imitate the
brutality, the murder, and the cxploita.
tion of the capitalists and their gove
ments, but to counteract the crimes of

them insensible with battons, or to shoot = capitalism and to proteet the working

them down in cold blood, or to immure
them in poisonous dungeons to die a lin-
wering death, is just. Many gooed acts
of charity have also been performed in
the name of justice. In short, any old
thing is justiee.

Ewmerson has said: “‘Good men must
not obey the laws too well.'" There is
a deep significance in that. Emerson was
4 philosopher, who had peeped deeply in

class against its enemies, whether it be
legal or not. Only when the working class
unites to see that everything is for the
well being of the world’s workers can we
hope to open the gates of the jails and
to liberate the herces and martyrs whe
are lnnguishing in the dungeons of cap-
italisin beeanse they dared to fight for hu
manity. .

H. CHRISTOPHERSOXN.

LET IT BE SETTLED RIGHT

However the battle is ended,
Though proudly the victor comes,
With fGuttering flags and pranclngs nags,
And echoing rolling drums,
Sull truth proclaims this motlo
In letters of living light—
XNo nuestion is ever settled
Uatll it s =ettled rignt.

‘Though the heel of the strong opDressor,
May grind the weak in the dust,

And the voices of fame, with one acclaim,
May call him great and just,

Let those who applaud take warning,
And keep the motto in sight—

No question is ever setiled
Until it is settled right-

Let these who have falled to take courage,
Though the encmy seems to have won,
Tho' his ranks are strong If ho be in the wrong
The battle Is not yet dome,
~For-sure-as-the-morning tollows
The darkest hour of night,
No question is ever settled -
Until it is settled right.

O man, bowed down with labor?
O woman, young, yer old,
O heart oppressed {n the toiler's breast,
And crushed by the power of gold!
_Keep on with your weary battle
Agalnst triumphant might,
For sure as the morning follows
The. darkest_hour of night,
No question is ever seftled
Until it is settled right.
4 —Ella Wheeler Wilcox.
- “Go over.to Franch and stay in the trenches.
for twenty months; get wounded; get burled
in the ground by a shell; stand all day and
cleep all night In mud to y@ur knees; be
frozen; eat your moals with fiies irom the
rotting bodles of your dead friends settiing
on your food; breathe poison gas—after
that come back and we can talk together about
Wadr, -
—Elpl. Bordin.

CXER
FAT'S FATHERLY ADVICE.

LABOR AND"SARITAL SHOULD WORK
HAND IN HAND.

If you.- unemployed and starving, bear it like
a man;

And stop for ever growling at our profit
grabbing plan,

Though we may hurt a little with our get-rleb-
quick daevice,

We will smooth your puny {roubles in & fog
of good advice,

Don't get nasty when your hungry, be reasen
able and kind; -’ .

Though you create our luxurles you really
should not mind; F

If your used to unemployment and no stranger
to despair,

\When in the depth of poverty be like me
and banlsh care,

Never raise a horrid clamour “whon you voics
a stérn demand; .

For T, your dearast-brother, will lend a belp ]
ing band;

I will aid you with sweel promises and ténder
platitudes,

And. jsnot that sufiiclel sLyou always
cry for food? /9»5—% )

That you should be dissatlsfied Glls mo wiB
surprize,

And to hiive te damned impertinence fo 8
and organise,

And upon my kind benevolenee seriously ¢
fect: 5

1t's absurd, 1 live in splendor,
me with neglect.

why charg®

Let us pull together, let the sirong protect

the aredk, e
And of irritating differences -and. bunger ;

speak. R

¥ slaré

You may rot in vile conditions, and star
© _on meagre pay. alf
St T love you like a brother, if yoU

will ohey.

i PETE.
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Others Vlews. _

‘I'I'IE I.W.\‘I'- - GABEB.

' Fhe writer i8 not & member of the LW.W.,
30 Is DOt personally” EequAtnied Wil afiyone

concerned .o the late Sydney trial, and he
w pever boen in & criminal dock—so it may
uclmmdwwhalhahuwmhma
candid opinion’of & lawloving and impartial
cllizen of tho Gnmmggweul.h.

1o these days, when to merely mention the
LW.W. is" to be uc\wed of sympathy with
eriminality, it i8 necessary that THE VOICE
oF TRUTH AND. HUMANITY SHOULD
BE HEARD ABOVE THE TUMULT OF It
NORANCE AND. MALEVOLENCE. We live 18
8 foclety -where. every man abd woman is
¢ntitled to ‘justice snd a falr trial. _And
{reedom of speech ‘and action, within the 1“,
i3 'our-most sacrad. herltage.=

Much of the evidence on which the LWW.
members -were convicted - was based upon
stapments of bplalon alleged to ‘Have been
made at public muUnss in the ‘Sydpey Do-

main and elg Now, if those speeches
iwerd offeh mlnst the law, why were they
allowed_to op for" yoars without - police
Ipterférence?  And it they were not offences

agalnst the- law, why Were they admitted a3
evidence to prove complicity in crime?

According 1o the latest New South Wales
judictal interpretation of freedom of speech,
every person who advocates a drastic’ chamge
in the distribution of wealth (or speculates on
bow to bring it ahout), is a criminal, becauss
pe desires to deprive some people of their
lawlully acquired wealth in order that others
may get a fairer share of it. There was no
imperfectly reported speeches of any of the
¢vidence in the recent trial that any of the
sxused bad sotually incited -anyone 10" aets
of lawlessness. %

As a matter of plain fact there was NO
POSITIVE EVIDENCE OF A SINGLE UN-

WFUL ACT ON THE PART OF ANY OF
JTHE ACCUSED, and all of them (except one,
who had a recent questionable conviction
against him). had impeccabls characters, free
from the slightest taint of crime. The police
¥new none of them in any connectlon other
than as reputable members of the world-wide
soclety known as “The Industrial Workers of
the World,” The leaders were well-known lo-
dustrial propagandists (always opposed io the
ofiial Labor Parly) “who worked openly and
spoke freely In the presence of the police for
Fears,

We are now asked to suddenly belleve that
these citizens, whose reputations were with-
out blemish, are & gang of dapgerous crimi-
nals who are being lightly dealt with in being
sent fo a living dealth for fifteen years. Amna
THE ONLY EVIDENCE ON WHICH THEY
WERE CONVICTED WAS  CIRCUMSTAN-
TIAL EVIDENCE SUPPLIED BY ALLEGED *
ACCOMPLICES, AVOWED INFORMERS, AND
INTERESTED MEMBERS OF THE POLICH
FORCE, who bad been apecially employed.

And the Government's determination to se-
cure that drastic conviction was further shown
‘by the briefing of one of the most eminent
.and sble men at the Australlan Bar, who
hmdied the case with bitterness and male:
volence all the way through, from the Police
Court to the. place presided over by Justice '
Pring.  Clearly, the Crown did not think
the evidence in ftself, was suficient to convict,
and employed the most persunsive counsel to
?nt the most plausible. case possible to tne
ury,

But it is -not nc}nuluabla that the matter
I be allowed to rest where the judge left

—'"Ross's Magazine.”

Tactics.

A prominent feature in the stroggle for

“stencs I the combination of the weak in order

10 resist the degradations of the strong. The'
¢Mclency ‘of & unlon depends at least, as
Mueh upon the. aggressiveness, as the inteln!
gence of the units. In the confused huddles of
“Irighlened sheep we see unmity of action at its
least yalue; the parallel in bumanily bolngd?
the mad rush of & panlc-stricken mob, & case
¥hers unity of impulee leads to destruction.
- Wild dogs-afford an exampie of united action,
thowing & high efficiency. chlefly bacause 8g-
Bressivaness I3 uited with Intelligence, In
the-insect world the well-known ~examples
Worded by bees and wasps, In their prompt
fesentment. of intrusion, lustrate the fact that
unitod action must combine offensive taclics
%k defensive efforts to secure results worlh
Dentloning. Al observation tends to show
the absurdity of pasalve resl.ntnnce, or even
~lbe stop-at & time polley. -

Upon reflection It Is shown {he. necessity oL
L active. and continuous offensive uot-only
10 secure further gaing, but ever to hold what
e have; which Is at present but little~phietly
Owlng to bur lack of aggressivenes

.

NES.

- CLASS CONSCIOUSN%S.

“'i‘hongh I spcak with the tongues of.

-men_and of angels, and. have not. class-

consi‘,musncss I ai as sounding-brass, or
a t g r.-ymbu] i (Wlth apologies  to
Saint Paul.)

Conscjousness means to know, 10- un-
derstand, and as Herbert Spencer point-
eduoub, it also means to prcdmt, to fore-
te]

.The preamble of the LW.W. is aclass-
conscious picee of literature that is mow
famous and will in time beeome historic,
"When the historians come to write the
account of thedtwenticth century socud
revolution,”and to leave out the LW

Preamble, wnu]d be like 1o write an nci-‘ fa
is, that already in Australia, ond because

count of tho peasants’, revolt and leave

i gut-such-numes as John' Ball mnd Wat Ty--

ler, or to write of the French mvulutmu
and not mention such names as Danton
and Marat; .

““It is the historic midsiont of The work-
ing elass to overthrow capitalism.”” Thal's
if. Intelligent industrial: unionists. no
lenger lock upon the elass struggle': hs @
long drawn out and never ending conilict
between the masters and slaves, the mas-
ter class and' the working class, in which
the workers arc to get all the hard knocks
in the way of long hours, poor wages,
and all the other industrial horrors which
go to muke up the life of a wage caruer,
and the capitalists to live in riotous
plenty and vicious luxury; but we look
upon the class struggle as a means of
giving the workers the neecgsary exper-
ience, and consequently the knowledge to
be able te take over the industries of the

world, and to vun’ tlem i the ffiterests

of the workers ef the world.

Prior to the understanding of the great
law of evalution, there would be no class-
¢onscionsness \\o:Llng class movement, In
the past, the workers just revolted in
blind fury against their task masters; in
the future they will revolt, with a detev-
mination and set purpose in view, to seize
the industries.

‘It is tha mission of. the_I.W.W. to fos-
_ter_this _spirif” of glass-consciousness
umongst the workers of Australia. In.
dustrial ugionists will pse any ‘or every
means' to this end. They will use the
magic: of spoken word and the power of
the potent pen, to give at all times a
scientific and philosophical interpretation
. of the class struggle.

The labor movement is the spirit of the
age. The labor movement can never be
undorstood apurt from the class struggle.
Any section of the lobor movement-that
adheres strietly to the class struggle, will
{ayn be the most vital and dynamic

¢¢ in the workmg class. The LW.W.
vof its class consciousness, its class know-
ledge, and as Bacon pointed out, HEnow-
‘ledge is power,” the LW.W., is able to in-
fluence the workers_gut of all proportion
- 10 its’ members, Our masters know this

. also, and they are afraid. Class conscious-

ness developes self-reliance, and self-re-
lianee is one of the highest indications of
character. The LW.W,, with its- indus-
trial union propaganda will always en-
deavor to develop the sclf-reliance of the
workers, henee we are quite right in
scorning the old methods of arbitration
and politieal action; we belong to the new
order, direct action and industrial demo-
cracy. All through the universe, new
forms never make terms with thé old; the
new grow up ‘‘inside the shell of the old.”
We industrinl workers are the makers
and shakers of the earth. This world can
“boanade-to-be filled with gladness and
song, and industries organised so that the
fine arts will flourish ; nobody can do this,
nehody will do this, but a class-conseious
working class.
This is the historic mission of my cluas’
Your class!
Qur class!
The working class!
MICK SAWTELL.

THE STATE

THE NEW 1DOL-

Somewhere there are still peoples
herds, but not with us, my brethren:
there are siates.

A state? What is that? Well! open now
your ears unto me, for mow wil I say unto
you my word concerning the death of peoples.

A state, 1s called the coldest of all cold
monsters.  Coldly lieth It also; and  this
lie creepeth from its mouth: i, the state, am
the people.” :

it is a le! Creators were they who erea-
ted peoples, and hung a faith and = love
over them: thus {hey served life,

and
here

Destroyers, are they who lay snares for
many, and call it the stale:
sword and a hundred cravings over them.

Where there Is still a people, there the
state is not understood, but hated as the evil
eye, and as sin against laws and cusloms.

This sign 1 give unio you: every peopla
speaketh its Ianguage of good and evil: this
ils_ neighbor  understandeth not. Iis
language hath it devised for itself in laws
and cusfoms.

Bug the state leth in all Tanguages of good
and evil; and whatever it saith it lieth; and
whatever It bath It hath stolen.

False is everything in it; with stolen leeth
it biteth, the biting one. False are cven ils
bowels.

Confusion of language of good and evil 3
this sign I give unlo you as the sign of the
state.  Verily, the will to death, indicafeth
_this sign! Verily, it peckoneth  unto  the
“preachers of dealh? T
for

Many, loo many. are born: the super-

fluous ones was Lhe stale devised!

See just how il enticeth them lo i,
many-too-many! How i1s’ swalloweth
cheweth and re-cheweth them!

“On earth there Is wotbing greater than
1: it is 1 who am ihe regulating finger of
God"—thus roareth the monster.  And  not
only the long-eared and short-signted fall up~
on thelr koees!

Ah!-even In your ears, yo great souls, it
whispereth its gloomy lies! Ah! it findelh
out the rich hearts which wi]l(ngly‘\ lavish
themselves!

Yea, It findethi you oul too, yo conq érors
of tho old God! Weary ye become of\the

the
and

confilet, and now syour weariness serveth ﬂ\
— mew tdoll.

Heroes and honomhle ones,
set up around it, the new fdol! CGladly it
basketh in the sunshine of good conscience—
the-cold monster!

Everything will it give you, If ye v\ors‘um
it, the new idol: thus it nurchnse\h the lustro

they hang a |

of. yulﬁ' yirtie, and the glance of your proud
eyes.

It sesketh to allure by means of you. the
many-too-many! Yea, & hellish artifice bath
liers beeen devised, @ death-borse jingling
with the trappings of divine honors!

*Yea, & dying for many hath here been
davised, which glorifieth itself as life: verily,
a hearty service unto sll preachers of death!

The slate, [ call it, where all are poison-
drinkers, the good and the bad: the state
where 1hé slow suicide of all—is called “life”
o Just seo these superfuous ones! They stemt
the works of the inventors and the treasures
of the wise. Culture, they call their theft—
and everything becometh sickness and trouble
unto them!

Just see these
|I§ny alway; they vomit their bile
it a newspaper. They devour one
~and, cannot_even digest themselves.

Just sce ‘ihese superfuous ones! Wealth
théy ncqulre and become poorer thereby.
Power they seek for, and above all, the lever
of power. much muney—these impotent onesl

See them clamber, these nimble apes! They
clamber over one another, and thus scullle
into the mud and.the abyss.

Towards the throne they all sirive: it 8
{lieir madness—as if happlbess sat on the
throne! Oftl-limes sitteth filth on the throme
—and oft-times also the (hrone on fith.

Madmen they all scem to be, and clamb-
cring apes, and too ecager. Badly smelleth

superfiuous ones! Sick are
and call
another,

(heir idel to me, the cold monsler: hadly
they all smell Lo me, these idolators.
My brethren, will ye suffocate In the

Tubiés of (belr Maw§ nud @ppetitest —Better-

break the windows and jump fnto the open
air!

Do go oul of the way of the bad odor!
Withdraw from the idolatry of the super-
fluous!

Do go out of the way of tho bad odor!
Withdraw from the steam of .these human
sacrifices!

Open still’ remaineth_the carfh for  great
souls. Emply are stll “muny sites for lone
ones and twain ones, around whick floateth
the odor of tranquil seas.

Open still remalneth a free life for great
souls, Verily, he who possesseth little is
so much the less nusaesed blessed be mod-
erate povertyl =

There, where the state ceaseth—thera only
commenceth the man whe is not superfinous:

it would fain hree commenceth lhe ‘§GTE0r theé necesyary

ones, the single and irreplaceable medody.
There,
thither. my brethren! Do ye not see I, the
rainbow and the bridges of the Superhuman?—
Thus spake Zarathusira. NETZSCHE.

here the slale ceaseth—pray look -

'Officials Going Slow at

Cordeaux Dam.

A fow lines in “Direct Actlon” would not
ba out of place (space permillting) to warn
fellow-workers in search of a boss to keup
right away from Cordeaux Dam,

Let me say stralght gway thal there 1s no
market here for labor power, and the excess
of supply over demand has lowered the con-
ditions existing on the job to a degreo which
18 simply revolling as regards sanilary fr-,
rangements; humiliating through the tyranny
of bosses, and incomenlnnt to the greatest
extent-ag.regards food -&mi=wdter provision,

Common decency prevent me f{rom being
able to describe accurately the contrivance
which has been erected fo mieet the requiro-
ments _of sanitary aceomulod
to say that the odour which
trils even while the victim is as yet far away
from the sacred spot, Is ‘absolutely sickening.

Water can be obtained by walking the but-
ter part of a quarter of a mile, the tank which
is auppoxed.ln supply the camp. holding baro-
ly sufficient for the requirements of about a
dozen men.

The storekeeper has a monopoly of his pro-
fesslon, and plays the monopolist's game [or
all it is worth. “Nuff sed™

The only boarding house available for those
who are lucky (or unlucky) onough to obluin
work I8 situated about & mile and a balf
from the camplng ground. .

Finally, if any new members of the I.W.W,
wish to receive an object lesson in going slow
they only mneed {o pay a visit Lo Cordeanx
Dam, and see for tfemselves the melhods
adopted by an autocratic engineer and a ser-
vile horde of understrappers of providing for
the workers ordinary common decent living
conditions.

The “Telegraph” and “Herald” have recent-
ly !lad reports of certaln notices posted up
along the road from here lo Douglas Park.
Had I not been creditably informed that the
Resident Engineer was not a member of the
1.W.W. I should certainly bave said that be
was the culprit,

I might add for the information of thosa
who, In spite of Lhis warning, persist in cow-
Ing here, that uniil they have actually ob-
tained work they are not permitted to camp
anywhore on catchment area.

Yayrs,

F.

British Workers
Moving.

L. BOLSTEN,

We are informed that a coplerence callea
“a rank and Gle conferedice,” which had been
promoled by the Metal- Enginerineg and
Shipbuilding Amalgamation Committee took
place last week at Leeds, when ihe follow-
«ing resolutlon was put and carried:

“That realising, as at present organsed,
the trade unlon movement Is entirely inade:
quate, this conference, of the rank and files,
demands that the executives of all unions
{catering for engineering and shipbuilding
workers), Immediately get together, and lorm
a practical scheme of amalgation,  that shall
fuse nll sectional unlons Into ong industrial
unlon, having, as its object lhe organisation
of all workers In the Industry regardless of
eraft or sex, and, asg its ultimate aim, tho
control of Industry for the complete abolition
of thet wages system.”

An amendment, to delete the words, “res
Ehdi.css of craft or sex,” was defeated by
& large majority.

“The conference expressed (he opinion (hat
action should be taker on (he iniliative of
the amalgamated society of engineers “llh-
in three months.

___The conference was the ouicome of one
held in London Iast August, at which a re-
solullon was passed, calling upon fhe exe-
cutive committees of all unions "of enginecr-
ing workers to fuse all sectional —organisu-
tions into one industrinl union, com| -
cvery worker in the industry, rngn{udt:::":il}
craft, grade or sex, the aim beingdto olituul
complete control of the industry. i
—"Engineering Magazine.”

SYDNEY LOCAL.
Meetings, &e.

Street Propaganda at Bathurst and -
Liverpool Streets every Friday and Sat:
urday Evenings, at 8 p.m,; also Sunday
Evemng', nt T

T Mieetings in Hall:

Sunday, 8 p.n.—Propaganda,

Wednesday; 8 pm—Echmm:c Class.

Thureday, 8 p.m.—Business Meeting.
Saturday Evening.—Speakers’ Class.
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Economics.

Ly

- ECONDMICS, )
= (MARY MARC¥} i
UL r

HIGH. PRICES AND MONOPOLY PRICES.
We have been considering Low Prices and
their effect upon the working-class. We dls*-
covired {at owing to the competition among
wage-workers - for jobs, “wages dre reduced
. (when prices' fall) to .just.about the cost of
I¥ing. In discussing Low Prices we have
learned ‘what would happen as a result.
We are still speaking as commodities which
“exchange at thelr values, ’
If the value of the necessities of life s
doubled, the value ol_ynﬁr 1abor-power- will
also bo doubled. ‘Suppose the value of food,

__clothing and ghelter -bo twice what it was

formerly and wages remain’stationary.
“Reformers . will tell you that the grocer,

the butcher, clothler nnd landlord are exploit-

ing you. . -

" “Thegp-say that your: employer exploits you,

it that when you go to "spend your wages,

these ‘other men also cheat or rob you. .
But if wages do rot rjse to the same level
as the necessities of.life, this merely means
that your boss is mo longer paying you the
value of your labor-power. The value of food,
clothing and shelter determine the value of
your labor-power. i

Do not be confused into thinking because
renls are “high,” or because food is expensive
that you are exploited when you pay for these
things. As necessities of life increase In
value, your labor power increases in value.
And only when wages equal the cost of llving
are you receiving the value ‘of your laber-
power,

Shortige of WOrRIBEmen may —cause—bo
power to exchange above its value temporanly.;
shortage or an ovel® supply of any commodity
may cay=e it lo exehange above or below ils
value for a short time. DBut menopoly alone
can cause a commodity lo exchange above its
value for any length of time. To repeat:

Reformer says: The wage worker receives
his wages, That he ls exploited by his  em-
Qlu_\‘er, But whien he goes to buy shoes, food,
meat or clothes, he finds the owner of these
commodities selling them at higher price than
he can pay. Then the reformers conclude
that thege merchants are exploiting the work-
ers also. These people do not understand
that the value of the necessities of life deter-
mine wages.

Not all individual werklngmen ' or women
receive the walue of their labor-pewer. Scme
men and women recelve a ltlle more than
the value of their labor-power. We kpoow a
young girl in this city who works in a depart-
ment store for 5 dols. a week, She caonot
buy food, clothing and shelter for 5 dols. Her
brother receives 18 dols. a week. Fe can lfive
on less than that sum. - He-helps his sister
pay her expenses. Thus both receive the value
of their labor-power, 2 ,

Men cannot work long upon less wages than
the value of their labor-power. They must
have help from without. Fortunate mem-
bers of families help those who do not earn
enough to live ooy ‘Thousands of families re-
ceive intermittent aid from charity organisa-
tions, so that the working class, In general
receives just about the value of its labor-
power. In other words, tha army of workers
receive enongh to produce more workers for
to-morrow and twenty years [rom now. It
is-the unemployed fighting {dr jobs who force
wages down almost tp the bare cost of living.

We see bow an increase in’the value of
necessitles of life means a consequent (n-
creaso In (he value of labor-power. We must
not, therefore, befate the grocer; the butcber,
or landlord when our employers [ail to pay us
the value of our labor-power. We will be
forced to demand higher wages in order te
live.

But High Prices do not necessarily mean
that food, clothing, etc., have increased in
val

“diu “exchange—bas decredsed In value.

The tendency of almest all commodities is
to decrease in value, as modern preduction
lessens the necessary labor contained in them.
Gold may decrease In value faster than the
value of meat, shoes, bread and clothing has
decressed. - 7

Value of labor power Is shrinking, but
wages are shrinking faster in value. Since
gold (or wages) is out-decreasing the necessi-
“ties-of life; tn value,jt-exchanges-for fewer of
them. One dollar buys less meat to-day than
it bought K five years ago.

Reformers are crying for—Low Prices, but
revolutionists are demanding Higher Wages
{the value_ of their labor-power) -in all the
gold standard countries to-day. They are
also working for the abolition of wage-siavery
to-morrow. Everywhere we see wages slowly

= I_ialng to meet the increased cost of living.

e have bewailed the"High Prices, white-
prices are only nomipally higher than they
were five years ago. Gold (or wages) has
decreazed in value considerably, and as com-
modities tend to excl their: values,
gold buys fewer/com

may mean that geld—or the me- '
-~ tions attached, and the idea of a Central Exe:

cutive, will you be good enoygh to write to *

We' may stlll be recelving the ‘sapie num-
ber of dollars each week, but the value of
these dollars has decreased.
 wages have .been reduced. . Unless they -en-
.able us to buy the .mecessities of life we are
not_recelving the value of our’ labor-power
from' oir employees. . P

1. An increase In the prices of the necessi-
ties of llfe may come from an increase in
the value of commodities. We: shdll Lave
to ‘receive an equal rise in wages if we are’
to get the value of-our labor-power.

2. Wages (or.gold) may decrense in value
until they no longer wl]l.\nurehns‘e value of
labor power. Unless we receive mere Wwages
‘accordingly, we will be receiving less than
the value of our: labor:power. :

e

~ Shearing News.

3 :

Tbe_ rollowing sheds in N.S.W. are shenrwfs’
at 30s:— ® s e

Mookoo, -Brookiyn, Balarang, Strathbogie,
Bid Mldkin, ‘\\"jllbw]le_, Curragaundi. 5

Also, A. Cunningham, Chairman of Shearers®
Disputes, writes “that several smadll sheds in
thls district bave started ‘since the compul-
sory conference and are all paying the 30s
rale, so we do’not anticipate any trouble this
year, in this quarter, but are keeping the men
in line, In case of trouble cropping up.”

A wire from Blackall, Queensland, signed
Herb, Smith, reads: . “All shearing trouble
settled; 30s and 44 hours.”

Thomas J. Lousdale, Gen. Sec, The [.'I.W.
Unlon ,0f Charleville. writes a long letter en-
closing a' printad cireular of resolutions for
the shearer cooks in Queensland, and saysi—
“I've gol great hopes that thro' the cooks' de-
mands [ will yet be able to get the men (who
~have-gono-in for 28s)--to go Ior the higher
rates.” le also says: "I regret’ to say that
some Quecnslind men bave for the present
taken on the conference rales, and are, there-
fore, in my opinion, seabbing on the men [n
the South, cte.”

Whatever N.S.W. wants, they will have
to get offi their own bat, and they can do it
easily with the assistance of the "Blow Fly."
Mr. Lousdale also admits that he will come
to N.S.W. in the back blocks, and lend a
hand for a week or two, and will possibly be
in Moree in' February.

Fred Richmond (Moree) writes: It is up to
the Sydney “mob" to be up and dolng, and
use more actlon than pass resolutions,”

Now, you sleepy rebels, take his advice and
harness for acttion, and we will win—divided
we will lose. !

H. C. Prince {Cobar) writes:*="Jack And-
rews advises me that there was a meeting ot

.shearers in Barraba, and that they are going

10 stick up for 30s rates.”

Will all sheds working for 30s rates, or
bhave started (since compulsory conference)
vlease write 1o the address below, advising
same, I want a list of all 30s sheds at once.

Also, will all Chairmen of Shearers’ Dis-
putes Committees or Secrelaries who are not
in communications with me, write at once and
send me news.

BETSY H. MATTHIAS,
Asst. Secgretary, Shearers’ Dispute
Committee}

Box 2142, G.P.0Q., Sydoey. i
i CQOKS,

Dear Sir or Madam,—We are writing you
to-day for the purpose of placing before you
several .resolutions that were pasged at a
meetings of cooks here, and which we believe
if put into operation would materfally benerit
men following the occupation of cocking. In
the past cooks have had no means of geting
uniform rates of pay or conditions and to ob-
viate this we belleve cooks should have an
Executive Commitiee of Management com-
prised of cooks from each district. Delegates
could be appointed in the proportion of two to
each district to meet In & central place at
least once a year to conserve the interests of
cooks. . 1f you are favorable to the resolu-

the Secretary at Charleville, and give your
views in support of the scheme or otherwise,
The cooks will require to "wake up” if they
are to share in any of the bencfifs that are
accruing to the workers.

1. Rates; 7s 6d per week per man for sheds,
8s per weck for plants, Minimum rates, £4
per week'. %

2. All cooks refuse io work where other.

than the four (1) two hour rums arc worked
by shearers.

3-"Where rulinz- rates—and ronditions - for
cooks are not granted atyany shed all cooks
refuse to work at any suc"u shed or cook for
such team of men.

4. All meat required by Shearers or other
mess shall not be slaughtered
sistants.

“U5. That wood bé SHpBeT T OB TE R

6. Where water is not lald on a vessel for
same shall be placed where caok desires. and
“kept filled by station. "

7. That the chalrman of shearers and  shed
hands be authorised lo.Inspect cooks' cheque

Actually our -

c0dks Or as- _

DIREOT ACTION, 3
. Spasms.
: " (By Tom Barker).
Several munition ‘workers in an English
worke — were — recently senteficed  to iwo

months' imprisonment for smoking on the
works, It is reported that Eing George. on
a vislt to the factory” was'so careful that he
took his spurs off.
probable that he also took his-coat ofl.

Several suffrageites are alleged lo have
attempted to poison Mr. Lloyd George and
Mr. Awthaw Hendahson. We can only say
that If the stomachs of these genllemen are
as tough as their necks, it would be a waste
of energy to attempt polsoning them.

The Lockhart wheat-stacks bhave broken
Into fire_for the third time. We anticipal
the Justice (beg pardon—the Law) Depar
ment rounding up another deozen [L.W.W.
men. 1In other countries there are cerlain

cHemical laws _that cause spontaneous.com- .

bustion under certain conditions. But not
in New South Wales. .They are not allowerd
to. What is the I.W.W. for, anyway?

We present Mr. W. A. Holman, Premier,
with the Distingulshed Order of the Nose-
bag for questioning Archbishop Mannpix's in-
disputable statement about the war being
merely .2 trade war. The right henorable
and distinguished . gentleman ought to read
the balance sheets of various industrial con-

cerns, but possibly . his time is iaken wup
pretty well in framing more legislation on
the lines of the Crimes Amendment Act. A

little less salary and a little more seldlitz
powder would certainly almost place our
politicians on the same level as thinking
belngs. T e

The Miles Branch of the Queensland Rail-
way Unlon has sent a motion for the agenda
paper for the annual conference, which asks
the Government to institute savings banks at
each station, so that the remains of their
lordly salaries may not burn a hole in the
pockets of thelr copper-riveted rags. ‘There
will be a big rise coming when Arbitration
Court Judge reads this par. “Wiy."” bhe will
say, "a rise in wages? Why, they can't spend
all they've got now!” The Miles branch ol
the Q.R.U. are on the Distinguished Order
of the Nosebag.

Their Infallibilities, the Honorable Minis-
ters for Defence and the Navy have been
interesting themselves in the past over things
that didn’t concern them. Possibly, ih -
ture they may find time to interest themeselves
in equaring up some of the saggy finances
that have been lately invesligated in the
courts. And they might as well persuade
the Man of Mystery (o get to the bottom of the
Sexton Blake yarn about the Government
agent who was set mbout by 1.W.W. men,
Charles Garvice will be on the shelf when
the Frantic Galoot takes to fiction (which
is strapger than truth).

Sinclair, M.H.R., for Ipwich, was once re-
ferred to by Higgs, M.H.R.. as "the bovine
representative for a bovine constituency.” In
the debate on the Illegal Associations Bill,
Sinclair sald, in effect, the following: “I was
in South Melbourne some six or seven weeks
ago and heard Tom Barker speaking. He said
that he had been given four separate sen-
tences of a year since the beginnlng of 1916,
but said that the Government coulda’t keep
him in gaol, because there were loo many
mysterious fires going on.” *

Sinclair, M.H.R., is an unmiligated poll-
tician. Nuff sed.

and stores account to prevent two prices being
accepted by a cook or cooks.

& That men be allowed one
afler ceasing. work, - i -~

9. That luncheon at night and Sunday after-
noon be abolished. E

10, In the event of these resolutions being
accepted by sll cooks, or should they be
amended, they shall come inte operation In
original or amended form as the case may
be at a date to be mutually agreed upon,

11 That in the event of cooks -not gatting
the rates at a shed, and any shearer or other
worker taking on the coeking mo cook shall
cook for such man,

12, That in the event of pens belng held
for shearers the cooks shall be pald for the
:‘?ulll compliment of men from date of Roll

all.

hour for tea

Sub-Committee,
3 JAMES CLARKE,
C. OAKEY,
. J. CARPENTER.
"TTT T JAMES CLARKE, Hon. Sec,

THE NUMBER OF THIS PAPES 15 .

109.

It is -unlikely and Im-

«The Secretgry. . reporis that

tors of ‘the following calamites, tragedies’
othérwise, bave nothing to dp s
LW.W.i— =

the  pargotrs,

), and
With the

(1) The Waverley Council scandaly, i

(2) The Rockdale murder,

{4) The two Clermont floods,
(5) The sinking of the Laurentic.
(6) The Kalser's birthday.
(7) The fire at Ayrshire House.
(8)-D: R, Hall's peaceful & o
mountains. el el
(9) The origin of most nol N B
families. 2R 10 e
Just received In Brisbane for Defence Fun
Russian Associafion, £1; Boot Trades' unl:
£2; Progressive Carpenlers, g£5; sﬂ;:
‘Workers, South Johnstone Mill, £1; Bulchey
Unlon, £10; all of which goes to show ;;'
-Fat's lles are. getting nailed down m
Sunny North. Two conceris, one organisey
by the Defence Committes, and one by thy
Russlan Assoclation, are golng to eventuats,
Proceeds over expenses to Defence 'l"‘llnd'
Prospects are beginning to look rosy for uu].
£500 that we want from Queensland,

Maoriland is still Jugging  the req ¢lan,
Wage-plug Jones struck a year He is u:l:
known in Sydney. Reg. ‘Willlams, of Christ.
church, has been in gaol oftener thag what
1 bave, and got an addition to his-recorg o
a year, He is an old figter of
scription. and for free speech.
strong, who recently has been whart-lumping
in Lyttleton, and previously was Secretary
.u[\lhe West Coast Workers' Unlon, go twelve
months for a speech that was essentially
commonsense, but what the absent Easbage
Chaffbag Ward and Baton Massey woyld lorn;
“seditious.”  These two glorifled gasometers

“und lgnoramuses will get a reception op F
highly sympathetic order when they get baek
to Godsown.

boy con-

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES,

The working class and the employing class
bave nothing in common. There can be no
peace so long as hunger and want are found
among millions of working people, and {me
few who make up the employing class have
all the good things of life.

Between. these twe classes a struggle must
<50 on until the workers of the world organise
a3 a class, take possession of the earth and
the machinery of production, and abolish the
wage system.

We find that the centring of the manage
ment of industries Inlo fewer and fewer hands
makes the trade unlons unable to cope wilh
the ever-growing power of the employing class,
‘The trade unions foster a stale of affairs
which allows one set of workers to be pitled

against another set of workers In the same
industry, Lhereby helping to defeat one an-
other in wage wars, Moreover, the trade

unions aid the employing class to mislead the
workers Into the bellef that the working class
have Interests in common with thelr em-
loyers.

T'hese conditions can be changed sod the in
terests of tho working class upheld only by an
organisation formed in such o way thet all its
members in any onme industry, or in sll indor
tries if necessary, cease work whenever s strike
or lockout is on in any department thereof,
thus moking an injury to one an injury to all

Instead of the conservative motte, “A [air
day's wage for a fair day's work,” we must
inscribe  on our banner the revolulionary
watchword: “Abolition of the wage system.”

It Is the historle mission of the working’
class to do away with capitalism. The army
of production must be organised ‘ot only for
the every-day struggle with rapl!.n!jsu, but
also to carry on production when capitallsm
shall have been overthrown. By organlsing
industrially we are forming the structure of
the new soclety within the shell of the old.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
e PO
-~ “DIRECT ACTION.

The subscription to "'[;zﬁman" to anf
address in the Corglonwealth, {ncluding
postage, lg as follows:

4/ Yearly. ———2/ Half-yearly.

Apply,The Manager
Box 98 Hp‘ymnrket P.0., Sydoey.

E—_

Nation with nation, land with land :
“Unarmed shall live as comrades fre¢;
In evers~heart and every throb
The pulse-of one fraternity

. —.

. A, Symonds.
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