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BRITAIN’'S BLACKLEG ARMY

In Swaziland. ..

i AW and Order must be restored”. What mmititude of sins

B have been committed under this: obnoxiows, hypocritical excuse
for military oppression. It is now being used in Swarziland as an
efclse for strike hreaking.

A month ago, African workers in the British-owned asbestos
mings at Havelock struck work to support their demand for a £1
4 day minimum. A fow davs later, 14 alleged strike leaders were
arrested.  This sparked off & protest demonsiration by about 2000
Africans, who were dispersed by police using tear gas. 0On June 12
workers on the sugar plintations at Big Bend near the Mozambiguoe
border struck in support.

Om June 13. a batialion of the Gordon Highlanders were flown
i frony Mairobi, plus 35 police reinforcements from Bechuanaland.
Strikes are illegal in Swarzland, unless 21 days™ notice is frsi given

FRANCO THREATENS THREE FRENCH
ANARCHISTS WITH LONG SENTENCES

F(OR THEIR active sopport to the underproond strupple againct
Franco [ascism. three young French libertarians are threatened with
long joil sentences by Spanish military “jostice™. They are ALAIN
PECUNIA, aged 17; BERNARD FERRI, 21, and GUY BATTOUX,
20, Sentences of 12 (two ferms), 31 and I5 years’ imprisonment
respectively are being demanded by the State Prosecutor.

Under Franco procedure, the only defence counsel permitted
these three comrades will be army oificers, nominated by the court,
which is a mere rubber-siamp for decisions aiready taken by the
authorities.

“Dnly swift and effective infernafional protests can save tbese
young znti-fascist revolutionaries, who have been tortured by Franco's
police since their arrest earlier (his year. As we go to Press, a
report from Spain indicates that the trisl has been postponed umtil
{kcioher.

=

the Govarnment, to let them carry. out a policy of imtimidation, so
that = strike-cant be “killed” before it starts.

On-June 17, Gordon Highlanders surrounded  Africen angrs-re
in the mining area and detained African workers. Police also
aceested workers from the nearoy plantauon, who had also strucs,
The following day Gordon Highlanogers surrcunded the sugar
workers” compounds. | Several hundred workers were screened and
aboot 100 were arrested.  They were descobed as “hard core
stokers. A plantation spokésman (the man with the whip) is
renorted as saving the police wers sorting out intimidators, trouble-
makers, and won't-works.

Some African forestry workers also struck and marched in pro-
test, They were all arrestad. Colonel Charles MNapier of the Gordon
Highlanders held a Press ‘confercnee and stated that the guesijoning
of Africans would have three aims: {1} To find wortkers willing o
retacn to work and to give them maximum protection; (2} To give
protection to those who have not worked because of intimidation;
(31 Police, who will be responsible for the ogucsticning will arrest
ull those who declare that they wish to continte with the illegal
izl 4

The aim he forpot to mention was the intention to break the
strike by military force, The War OQifice should be renamed “STRIKE
BREEAKERS ITMNC."”

Even the “Guardian™ {Jume 20} had a twinge of conscience
about military . strike-breakers. In the report headed “Breaking
sirikes in Swaziland”, it describes the actions of the Gordon High-
landers and then, in the Tast paragraph, adds how fous British
soldiers zaved the Iife of a Swax girl by pving theirr blood, Al
credit to the soldiers for giving their blood—but the inclusion of
the paragraph was just too obvious.

. « - In British Guiana

RITISH GUIANA, now “British” in little more than name, a
small couatry of 400,000 population, with exports of rice, sugar,
timber and minerals, has just witnessed its sternest sitike battle, last-
inr nine weeks. The issoe, the workers® claim to remain in their
own unions, against the intention of the Government. expresscd
in a Bill before parliament, to institute State unions o the familiar
totalitaria Maticnal Labour From: model.  Another impartant issue—
the Government’s open intention to reduce wages of State employeas,
Dr. Jagan, leader of the Stalinist-style roling party, faced by a
golid strike of workers oreanised in unions aifiliated to the Trade
UInion Council, called ¢n the British Tory Goverament to send troops
to k=lp pur down the dispute.  Although Jaean is an avowed oppon-
enl of the British association, he acted as on 3 previous occason,
by at once calling for their help.  There is 4 general ‘tendancy for
rilers to suppert onc another against-any revolt of the subjects and
the London Government responded at once. by sending a warship,
Foval Marnes and the Coldstream Guards,

Undaunted by bayonets and machine guns, the strikers Stepped
up the struggle. In the manner of the London Commitice of 1060,
thev squatted in front of Georgetown’s Legislative Assembly.  In
this. a really big sit-down, workers zlso siat before Government
offices.

Jagan's police used tear gas bombs to break the sit-down [(com-
pare the actions of “Icft wing™ politicians with those of Tories in
such situations). Lhe strikers picked up many of the bombs znd
horled them back at the police.

On Wednesday, June 12, during another sit-down, Premier Jagan
drovs from the Parliament building through the crowd, on whiom
his bodygoard fired.  Six persons, including a girl of 17 were shot—
in & “propressive” mamner, of courss—and elsewhers police again
psed tear pas to disperse crowds.

Five days later, Jagan asked the Govemnor te prorogue Parlia-
ment. and this was done—meaning the Bill at issue had been dropped.

WATCH THAT STOPWATCH

“ L ASS war theories are old fashioned.” we are. told daily. “One’s
J recogmition of the class nature of society is due to one’s psycho-
pathology, probably capsed by being bottie-fed. or something, in
infancy” is a Favourite theory of undérdone amateur trick-cvclists.
We would be guite coaten: on low wages and the push-around ot
work. if only we hadn’t been jealcus of the pater when we were
cids,
- Yet in every olace of work, large or small, the social and per-
sonal comflicts ansing from prescnt property relatioms are soom
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apparent, even to the newcomer. The daily crop of “unofficial®
ginikes, only a few of which kit the newspapers, are one visible sizm,
emong many, of the conflicting pressures.

True, we do not see the sort of lock-out by emplovers recorded
tlsewhere in this issue {Pages of Labour History), when a million or
more men would be shot out from work for three or six months.
But exactly the same property relations as jn pre-war days are the
foundation of society, in “affiuence™ and inflation. as they were n
deflation and slump. Yet because of 3 superficial change m circum-
stances, we are told the leopard has changed his spots and the tiger
become & vepetarian,

The comparative boom of post-war years has forced a change
of conduct, not of nature, on the emploving class, - Tt 15 mof, at
present, expedient, of even possible, to lock out a million men. That
doss not mean an offensive agamst the owage workers cannot be
mounted, simply that the mass bludgeon must temporarily bel put
aside and another (though not mew) weapon used, not on a broad,
obvious Fromt, but firm by firm, factory by factory.

The employing class are doing exactly that. The weapon in-
creasingly used is the old stopwatch Iechnlquc A man is openly
observed, or spied on, by rubber-shoe watchers with paper, pencil
and a stopwatch The time of the quickest man at his quoickest
moment is noted, aftered and written down, the minutes taken are
divided into the hours of his working day, and that or even worse
is the futore task of 21l If a2 man rvns a mile in four minutes, he
should run 15 miles in an hour.

Figures are rarely produced, Ofter the sheets are covered in
meaningless ciphers, the conclusion reached before the stooges softly
tread the workshop floor.

Thiz totten notion of reducing a human being to the condition
of 2 machine has, the boss will t2ll vou, “the support of the trade
unions”, by which he means the union bursaucracy. This useful
endorsement and such simple lies as “It's not going to hort anyvone;
nobody will get the sack™, breaks down the guard of some foolish
meil. B bl

It should be obvious that the men who run the stopwatch depart-
ment must justify their salaries anr_! heavy expenzes; Such justifica-
tion comes only when they have “proved”. as they are destined to
da; that a third or more of the productive wage workers ought to
be on the dole queue,

There is only one answer to this attack. Do not co-operate, no
matter what trade union officials, large or small, say. If these
crextures come in, we shall o out. Svndicalism alons i3 putting this
forward as a general policy, but happily some workers are
gee throogh the trick.

At the end of May, steelworkers at Dorman Long’s Britanma
Works, Middlesbrough, were puzzled by the creation of a 40ft. high
but-on a nearby buoilding. Then they found it was an ubscrvatiun
post for umc and motion study” spies.  “It's like having Bip Brother
watching ws,” %aid one man.  “There are emough people on the
ground watching us, withouot this,” said another.

An nltimatom went to the management: “When your men walk
into that huot, we march out.”

OE course, the trade union bosses stepped in.  Jimmy Dronkwater,
urgamscr of the British Iron, Stee]l and Kindred Trades Association
sajd, I think we can smooth things over” and talks berween man-
agement and union officizls were held—without benefit of stopwatch.

One feature of this system not generally Known, or overlooked,
iz that once having made a survey and sacked, say, a third of the
men, the matter does not end there.  After some time, maybe a vear,
mayhbe six months, the enemy returns, another survey, another batch
of sackings and this is likely to be repealed umtil the works break
down or the men revolt. According to the theory of most of these
“systerns,” this is the infallible method of fnding out just how dry
a human being can be squeezed of labour power.

So vou are going to fight, now or later.. Is it better to fight when
vou are beaten fo vour koees, or while yvou are still standing up?

In these times, comparatively favourable to the worker, there
it no excuss for nnL rezisting.  The last big attempt at “work measure-
ment” was during the depression of the hungry thirties. Yet then, in
most unfavourable circumstances, workers resisted.  During one such
struggle, in 1932, the mill and factory employers of Leicester intro-
duced the Bedaux system, a variety of stopwatch spying. The women
workers of Leicester struck work and carried on 2 successful and
eallant strugele apainst this newer slavery.

The attitude of the uwnion, larpely a Jocal union, was different
then. It responded to the upsurge of t’:c indignant workers and the
strike was an itern of discussion at that year’s Trades Union Con-

gress, following the General Council’s report.
“The effort made by the union is notable for the solidarity dis-
played by the emplovees, the majority of whom were girls. - The

General Council considers that the wonderful loyalty displaved . is
a tribiife to the union and emplovees concerned.” (TUC Report. 1932,
page 84,

If won cam't be'a man, hive the courage to be a girl.

quick to

Postbag

I LIKE TO READ Direct Action, even though, of course, 1 have
differences with |, all papers I've seen. However, I have especial
affinities to “Direct Action”. Thoreau, Tolstov, Lao. Tze and Gandhi
and oppose every State, as based on class sxplostation and on
vialence to perpeirake and perpetuate it. [ consider that USSR, USA
and the States in China and Coba, though having official traditions
of revolutionary beginnings, stifl and all have the cloven hoof.

Perhaps the greatest contribution to the general struppls of
the working class in UUSA in the past decade or two has been the
DIRECT ACTION taken by thousands of persons of part-African
sheritage in sit-ins, freedom rides, wade-ns, boycols, pickets, efc., to
demonstrate their human dignity and. partly consciously, o close
ranks with their white brothers and sisters for a unmited working-class
struggle for Freedorn, jostice. peace.

In a million ways | believe, the direct action of the Afro-
Americans iso-called “Negroes™) contributes now and for the future,
10 working-class strenpth—cven where seemingly _|us.¢ a bourgeois
reform.

Fraternally vours, -

Stoughton. Mass, CHW,

L] - *

ENCLOSED £1 to your funds, wishing it could be more, buot
am rtetired out here with my daughter on my Jittle bit of pension,
coming up to 68 vears of age now. I joined up in 1921 with the
Hammersmith Freedom Group. P. Meacham, B. Kent, G. White and
cthers, had great meeting in the Grove, Hdmmara'mth with Sylvia
Pankhurst as a speaker. I did the s:EI!mg of "Workérs' Dreadnought”
ar.u.l *Freedom?” those days. then the Unemployment Movement, when

2,000 people from Fulham and Hammersmith went to Shepherds
Bush workhouse for 2s, er all go inside. They could only take six
familizs, so we pot the 5. Mot so lucky at Poplar in the great
George Lansbury days. Then the great CNT meeting with Emma
Goldman, when Tom Brown, Eethel Wannin, K. West spoke and [
was in the background as literatore seller and steward. I ram a
three-room place at Shepherds Bush, where Capt. White and quite
a lot of Spanish comrades came, then the TWW with Peter Rollmgs,
Gilbert, Tucker, Stormy Jones and others. What days—only wish
1 was voung amain.  Anyway, will do what [ can in finance and give
out news of the revolutionary workers' movement.

Long DLive the revolutionary workers,
Aveley, Essex. 811

* * =

WE ENIOY readine vour militant, fighting paper, Direct Action,
amd wish vou every success and hope there will be more and greater
co-0peration between the PWMA and the IWW. Here in Scattle we
have a.damn good IWW hall, centrally located at 315 Yesler Wayw
ithe Yesler Way bus goinz uphill stops in front of the hall and
the - “Industrial Worker™ tis on display in the large window [acing
Yesler Way. Seattle hos @ population of 575,000,

Seattle, Washington. GUY B. ASKEW.

WE HAYE JUST succecded in establishing a new branch of
the I'WW here in San Francisco and intend to concentrate on develop-
ing a programme of syndicalist education. Please send listing of
publications. :

Yours for Industrial Solidarity,

San Francisco, Calif. Y15

A FEW LTNES to show von I am still alive, togther with money
order. The article about the weorkers’ ficht for free speech by Tom
Brown was very good; that is the Kind of historical literature which
has to be printed and ziven to young pecple and it has to be poined
out that whatever little they hive gottem. today is through ‘hard
struggle by the workers and that it s therr duty to line up with
workers and fight the bgreaucrats.
Gothenburg, Sweden.

NEW GENERATION

THE PAPER WITH A PROGRESSIVE OUTLOOK

M.C.

Obtainable ($1d postfrec):
From Eric Preston,
16, Penrith Grove,

Leeds 1z, Yorks.
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TWO SWF COMRADES REPORT FROM SPAIN

Iuternational capitalism prepares to pounce

UR VEHICLE spcd:South, throtch the landscape wilderness of
while villzs belcnsing o the betfer-off. smothered in the seclu-

sion of their generous garcens. - Hers and there the roadside beyond
Barszlony p'mncs lush pasturss for the srowth of hotels. cafes and
petrel st which “were Howering like 'Blossom at the fivst hint
.;.f' = toursi J.nor_s This canzer of CDﬂ'm“TC]HlH]‘I‘t puts up 5 fran-
tic fight with Sericulfare belcre the,rounts is clearsd and the fertile
acres take command.  Befdre ws ihe roadway resemblss the bone-
Gry. Fver be one olten encounters g Spain and the dessent of
digsr hefrays tae equally inadequate hLDa way highting: :

Lomier soch conarLoms’ we concludsds odr joégney. ab Denm
(Costa Blanca), & fishimg port 60 miles sonth of Valc noiw.  The town
fec{=d T p:,...xi af many resorte having hindled the polden epg of
tourism. Heliday bungalows and »i‘mu.-b have “hitten fdeept into the
counirysids, mdkmg it afl fhe less acoessible. . Residences. of the rich
zdarn the mountsin slopes_ their cnly vlslble fink with civilisation
bemg the overhead clectnic -\u;p]ws which swing like skipping ropes
to their detached abodes.  In Spain, both pubhc and domestic slectric
supplics bear all the ingrédients ol an electrician’s nightmare. The
tanelcd mass of wires and joint boxes, exoesed o owind and weather,
suspended, from freetaps. acrgss steects and shabaily décorating the
walls of houses, bath dpside aod out, 121l 2 Crapic lale.  IninsidEiling
electricity, the cheapest methods have béen'tised and the guestion of
snfpty ipnored. Handling electrict! sppliances is a hazardous busi-
niess: shopks wes asy o come by and power failupes frn.qu..r!'

-irm-l. from these domestic difficulies. provided you dress cor-
recily far {nun.:h and wear stitable beach altive 12 in Spaip 15 not

g “for the visitor. Bul For the natives, who have 1o
th & In-:]u: ‘and make cods meet, lifc 1= tough.  Food prices
¢ have risen 30 per cent since 19356, C{:m_n:lred with @ 7 per cent
inzrease for theé same pericd in Britain. eals are stromgly supple-
mcnted with rice s pofaices and bread: mie a he ng cxpensive. even- by
British standards.  Pork stsak in the leeal market sets one back
S5, Fda Ihy beefsteak S5iodd. Ibl, =g of Tamb 45, 7d, and chickén
ARt ; T

Jdne what amounts o0 a hand-to-mourh © society. thes Spanish
“trade umions”. thouch Teeally under the Government's thimb, arc
the centres of vigporbus activity throushout the working week—ouer-
sitadowed coly of weskends by the pubs nnd.churches. Union’ bisi-
n&gg s usuﬂ]’u pr:rft:rm*:,d in-a distingaished "rLEI[dll'lg ‘CTt- the ‘main
stresl nol s owe know iU the back room of a pubs This {!xdl'L\]
imporiance of the “sinditatos™ Se=ms to slem. ironisnlly encugh, [rom
t"1.. davs when the Soculist and Anarcho- 5"~Iﬁd’]€tﬂl§t u'm:m.s Organ-
ise diheir rm"r:h'.m for the battles wpitn raflowed vis
Sndin "oy the forces. of “the prosent Govarnment.
Annrcho-syndicalists apparenzly stfl have infuenss ot bronch level
and ‘the climale is Bavourifg prug:cs‘s. as shoewn with the recent s2t-
ting up of & wajted frant by e Clandastine Encia]jsi. C;.tl.l'i,ﬂ]i-: and
Anarcho- Syvndicalist shidow untons: here.

Even the Government had to pét' its finger out and incréise
minimum daily wages from ds. 6d. to Ts. 6d. this: vear. The
priscns ars crammesd with pohtical L‘lﬂ'r:ﬂda:.-:i and most atleropts to
imiorove the workers” lot are fabelled “communist™ or “anti-Spanish™
by 1ie Government® Press. Dca")lll': this, although the Government
cap have ‘no’ svmpathy for the scatimenis expressed on' May | it Rag
cann:ly nace V'.JL_'. Dav {(Fissia de T:.:]nd-:r] am. official holiday.
Spanishl industry often takes the form of scattéred smiali-scal=

e Transporfing wWorkers to the job, iherefore, s no problem,
most of them Fwe an the doorstep. Inovizw of the sad siate of
the roads, this arrangement is salisfacteny. Some honses sven have
light hincs fitted into &
5"["‘ wme and work-

ahods Kad

industrial apparams and small power mach
_-.acurm

‘~5 pn,.it iz ithe decentralisation that
Waomen, in partienlsr, busy
] o Tor their nm_'he‘m.rﬁ

are e staved, the

e s of more :;1'r_,|:’ social content, such as
dlasticks for the Church's re! igious processi Eﬂ and cui-
ary towels for the neachy hospita Shouid p.eﬂl. af
equipment-“break “down-® oF "J'L‘“ﬂﬁ::li.?e T InEEn nw there
:1 Tty _..1:r- {Ti=nd: who fcarsdo the fiobs CUnike the “Morth
a=an Whe aexriment i glonged inte "darkness besanse
E'!_ sun't fiv @ fa J.]i'r' f he Spamard chn usually toskle the <horl-
coouings of his dnm:ﬂi:.mm:min. i i
Ainong those who wwork 'on the: soil; are F'w million” peasants
withear lapd {landworkers fotal 3.271,037). The farms are owned by
a ruline class which dessn’f present itsblf in person: :
Th= Banks, having captored heavy” industry and such nduostry

4% GOesHt dcpmd on the homs marke: contral the econoniy. Paper
millsiizing produsiion, coment Cone rns':‘md'mu:h of the metalhirgreal
indirstry are. seirtnally mnoncialissd 2t the ‘finzertips aff six banks.

b *H:*ILI

They also dabhle effectively 1n elecitic companies, Mine oonelrss

tion. aemaments indusiry, . textiles, cte. [t misht be thought that
in Spam, at lzast. the band robber sérves the pdnln: good. h-.tir.'r than

Mevertheless,- the

themseelves, doing.,
in ~thercombori. af =
women it bookbindineand”

the politician, 5o great is the division of wealth.

Enxories have so far failed te make headway dn Spain.  This'is
d..:"l'l"ﬁl'.l‘ulrdr.td by recent fipures compiled by the Association of Epfo-
pesn Finance Houses (Eurofinas). Thesge financiers, in sesrch o
promising m;l.l'kl:"tb 1o 1:\.|:|Jr_1i:. depicled Spam as-cn the rocks as o=
gards the possession ol passenser ocars, felevisiom and radio, ete.
According to their statistics, almost twice as many British hooseholds
have televiion (A1 per cent] as those Spanish ones with a radio (34
per contp—thos reflecting Spain as rock bottom of the West Euro-
pean leagus of noveltics ind claborale appliances, which have become
mndisasnsable to citizens of wealthier natians.

How do the: people pass the time?  Women use up their-leisore
hours by, pursuing handicrales and habitual charch-gomg, while' the
men - tike to the pubs.  Although Spain to the outsider has all the
appearances of ‘a-nation of Holy Toes, onlv the women are sincerehy
entraneed ‘by the' chirm of the Chuarch. :5uch a situation 13 nipe for
homosexnality, lesbianism and prostitotion and their growth is fur-
ther fostered by the sexmally ‘segregated s*.‘lmuk- of the ‘Cathodic
Church.

Likewise. the S's.;msh CT-“.I"-"I.- s opposition to LG'&[T“LL.aplnes does
nothmg to- reduce the. qucues” b maternity. climics, but it dosse't
prevent shops: sm,u.zlmmg in such tackle dcing a roaring trade with
the .clients of the pro’s:’ In regions where the pro's: line up. lozal
police patrol like L:mpir“‘: ensuring that the customers cough Up.
Mol doubt the brothels pav eagerly towards the rates.

Will: improvemeénts an living standards and ]ul.li;lhfl‘l of sexirl
Tesirains  pave the way o the' cheap thidls of the gadpeis craze
and* the passionate whims and fads which are the lifeblood of the
pop arts.and the fartunes pf the persomalitics who ascend and d':s..tnd.
therein? | Is Spain ' dunper ‘of becomipng & mere cxtension of the
French Rmm‘ Thiz may depend on whether the agricudtural Wiy
of life:can survive the onslans=ht of financial investment which is in
the off ing. International capitelism’ s onl¥ awasing the word
“go” and the World: Bank has had designs’ on Soain for a lang
time.  Food productien generally gocs’ against the $I.')I."I when  Bir
Business 35 out to make profits and the fand s likelw to” saffer,
Foreien, investors will Ebrtly. be Allowad to invest freelv and control
companies in “Spain, according to 4 bulletin jost published. by the
Govarament.

Thanks, mates!

FpVHE RESPOMNSE- to our .appcal carlier this vecar, for cash to
B cover costsof removing our printingrpress et [rem the okd
Paddington .J.dJT"'QS- o new premiscs al King's Cross, wis heartening,
Many comrades, Hsted below and in the May ssue of Direct Action,
have s=nt dr-pa .,,,n-; d.T'II'.! the total received tof date is 2 very welcome
£100.16:34.  In addition; we most thank fellow W{:rkn:rs ofithe WY,
far re-prbifshing extracts from the apseal in the “Iadestrial Worker?,
Heartenine thourh fhe response has béen, however, we are sill
far from' covering expenses, which have totalled almost £200. ° Ny o
we make 1his ﬂreal anpeal. to those who have oot yeireplisd to cur
letter. For the balance we vreently need to ger out of the red.

Another way to help—use our pamber;, ofis6, at the
London Ce-op.
SWEF PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
PRESS FUND, April: 18—Jone 15, 1963

Londen ™16, EM. £5- London, “Freie Arbeifer Stimme Group”
£5: Cambridee, T.0. 1s 6d: Birmingham. PMeG. 4s; Glendarcel,
Argyils, TLAY. 95 9d; London NW.X, ML, 85 61; Chorley, YL, 1853
Londes Woid, B.R. £2: Wellonaons, NSW, A%, £5 Boll T.W. £2-4s;
Anon, £1; Chalfont 5t. Faier, 5.A0. fg: Rochdale. L. 1057 Edmam-
ton. Alk., W.G. £1 15s; Stockiom-cn-Fees, LY. £2: Hyderahad, Tndia,
G.0. 10s: Hiord, AS. 35 Leadon 514, P.CAO. s 6d: Meweasfle-
on-Tyne. R.R. Ss; Wolvechampton, L1, 1W., T.H., CH., FH. £3:
S.m;h-:'l.s_ Morway, P.G. £1i); Toronte, P.F. £3: London MN.22. IR,
££5: New York, R.G. £21 35 New York, 5.C. P.C. £3 10s; New-
castie-cn-Tyme, T.R. 6s: Rednill, BF. 3 Kausford, Chesh., R.G.
dg: Bopdi MNEW. BT 65 61 Loadon W. ﬁ T.P. dc; Chirezo Heighis,
R.3. 1s: Londen NW.10, I.M. £1: Vancouver, JL.EMeA, £1 12108
Upton, Wyoming, EF, 7s; Miami Florids, P, 16s: Monterey Patk,
Cahif., Ei. ids: Rockport, Mass, CHW. 7s: Souwthsmptonm, LS.
£1 ii_ls Tadworth, Surrév. IRV, £ 5d; Plymonth, J.M: 4= Montresl.
LG, £1: Gothenhars. Sweden, WLE. £1: LS AL Libetiacian Leasee,
£3 10 11d: Neow Fealapd., Anon 25 Gd: Ll}h{!ﬁu W3 MS. 55 Herke-
ley, Calif., AXG. Te; Evansten, IL, J.W. 15 Montreal, J.G. £1; Landen
VWO AR 10s Lemion M Y2, E.T. 105 Landon N6, T, ’\‘L T figde v
Londlan ™NW.6. CF. 25 65 L-JmJa, Calk., LLD 75z - Foole, 13V
10s:,  Tesal-=£73 2 5d.
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Community eclinics beat
medical monopoly

LﬂST yvear the medical profession failed to force Saskatchewan
government to withdeaw its medical care plan. At that time
I wrote of community clinics that were being established, to provide
services in communities where the doctors refused te practice. In
less than a yvear these Community Health Climics have increased from
five clinics, with 3,000 families in membership, to ten clinics, with
15.000 families. There are now 27 doctors working in these clinics
and 27 more clinics are in various stages of development.

Saskatchewan College of Physicians and Surgeons, whose mem-
bers rightly fear that these patient-owned chimcs will break their
profitable monopoly in medical care, has been fighting with all
the means in its power to destroy them. It has sole legal right to
license doctors to practise in the province and has used this to
attack the clinics, by refusing to register doctors coming into the
province to work mn them.

Amnother means of harassing the clinics is to haye doctors who
work in them tefused local hospital privilepes. This means the
clinic doctors cannot enter local hospitals to attend their patients;
hence the patient has the choice of geing to a hospital, often many
miles away, that will grant privilegss to his doctor, or going to the
local anti-medicare doctor who dees have privileges at the local
hospital.

Mormally a doctor has only to prove membership in the College
of Physicians and Surgeons to be granted hospital privileges, but
doctors working for the clinics have been denied privileges by such
devices as reguiring them to be sponsored by a doctor who already
has hospital priviléges. These doctors, of course, refuse to sponsor
the clinic doctor 0 he is barred from the Jocal hospital.

That these attempis to-sabotage the Community Chlinics by
anti-medicare doctors are failing 15 illustrated by figures given by
William M. Harding, wvice-president of the Saskatchewan Com-
munity Health Services Association. He said that 15,000 families in
36 provincial areas have joined the CHSA community climic mowve-
ment. Twentv-seven doctors are working in 10 clinics, 20 others
have agrecd to join clinic staffs and another 50 arc negotiating with
the associafion.

% a boy I used to read stories of Mounties who “always got their

man”. This might still be trus today, but sometimes they get

the wrong man. Take, for instance, Gordon Harry Knotf, now 18,

who was discharped from the navy on January 30, 1962 as a security

risk. After over a vear of effort by Colin Cameron, NDF member

of parliament, the government has finally admiited that the RCHMP
made a mistake.

It appears that an Emest Leon Knott was a Communist candi-
date in the 1953 election.  The security branch of the RCMP
(Canada’s secret police) were informed by two “reliable sources™
that Gordon Harrvy Knott was a nephew of Erpest Leon Knott and
passed this mformation on to the navy. who discharged Gordon
Harry as a sccunity risk. It now appears that anmother “reliable”
source has mformed them that the two ars not related and the navy
has graciously offered to reinstate Gordon Harmy.

The most alarming part of this whole incident is not that the
RCMP made a mistake (even the “best™ of secret police occasionally
make mistakes!y bur that nobody guestioned the right of the navy
to discharge, as a securty risk, the nephew of a communist. Is
cuilt by association to become part of Canadian life, or has it
already done 507

- - -

TH‘E power of the forces of reaction was demonstrated recently

when Maclean’s Magarine (one of Canada™s most popular
magarines) announced that it was dismissing star columnist Pierre
Berton. Mr. Berton wrote an article entitled “Let's stop Hoaxing
the Kids about Sex™ in the May 18 issue. His theme was that as
adult society exploits seX in every way possible—books, films, TV,
advertising, etc.—it i$ not surprising that teenagers make love ouf-
side of marriage. Adult society should, therefore, recopnisa this
fact and stop preaching a sexual morality for teenagers that they
do noet practise themselves, Further adult society should provide
voung people with birth control advice so that, should they decide
i make love, they could avoid unwanted pregoancies.

Thia article was attacked by churches and women's groups
across the conntry, who urged their members to write letters of
protest to the publishers of the magazine, These letters, iogether
with peessure frem advertisers, resulted in the dismissal of Pierre
Berton. “Fran opinions aren’t always welcome in every guarter”.
he commented—"Maclean's hired me to write pieces in which |
expressed opinions on various subjects and when they didn’t like

the opinions they cut me off™. :
BILL GEREENWOOD.

Direct Action

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE SYNDICALIST
WOREKERS® FEDERATION

Yearly snbseription rate: 6s.0d

From: Bill Christopher, 34, Cumberland Road, Londen, EIT.
(cheqgues and p.o’s crossed and payable to K. Hawkes).

We still say:
STAY OUT OF SPAIN!

RTICLES in our last two issues, supporting the call of the
L% Iberian Council of Liberation for an effective boycott of
tourism to fascist Spam &nd Portugal, have brought the following
letter:

Though it pains me to have to be the cause of diszension,
I must write in arpument with vour article, “Tourisis stay out
of Spain.” If the intention of the CNT is to break the peseta,
thus bringing down the government by redocing the Spanish
workers to even more poverty than they already have, this i3
immoral and also a waste of time, for they won't succeed and
will only alienate the people that they wish to help. 1 would
like to remind them that empty bellies do not and mever will
make anarchism, znarchism can only come from a conscious
wish for freedom.

In reaffirming our complete support for the fourist boveotr, we
would make the following points:

1. The appcal has come from a penuine movement of the
Spanish and Portuguess working class, fighting the Franco and
Salazar repimes inside Spain and Portugal. The boyeott is a method
of direct action long propagated and practised by revolutionary
amarchists and svadicalists.

2. To suggest that the campaipn, by undermining Franco's
capitalist economy, might cause suffering to the workers does not
bear examination. If carried to its logical conclusion, this would
preclude direct action against any regime of exploitation anywhere—
even an ordinary industrial strike. The workers are on—or near—
the breadline anyway and will remain so as long as Franco's fascist
regime continnes, bolstered by American dellars and the flourishing
touarist trade, whose cash supports the parasites, not the workers.

3. To state that the campaign “won't succeed” is fallacious,
tao. The example of Sweden, where the campaign initiated by our
comrades of the SAC, was taken up by the reformist trade unions
and Socialist Party, and cffectively slashed the number of tourists
to'a tiny fraction of previous levels, can be followed here. Alrcady
one big printing union, by a unanimous vote af its London delegate
conference, has dacided to support the campaign.

4. Those wishing to spend their holidays in the company of
Spaniards can do so at the International Libertarian Youth Camp,
which is being held in the Dordogne Vallay of France, throughout
the month of Augnst, Huondreds of young Spanish libertarians will
be among the campers—and the cost will be only a fraction of that
involved in going to Spain, even with the lure of a favourable
exchanse rate that Franco offérs to tourists.

EDTORS.

& = *

NOTTING HILL ANARCHIST GROUP-—mects on the last
Friday of each month at Brian and Margaret Hart's, 57 Ladbroke
Boad (near Notting Hill Gate Stationd, Tondon. W.1T ar & pm.
GLASGOW FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS meet evers Thurs-
day evening at 7.30 pam., 4 Ross Street, Glasgow SE. (of the
Gallowgate).

ROMFORD AND HORNCHURCH ANARCHIST GR!._'JL'[:—fnr
details please contact Chric Rose, 34 Newbury Gardens. Upminster,
¥scex. or John Chamberlain, 74 Upper Rainham Road, Horncherch,
Eszsex,

OXFORD ANARCHIST GROUP—For details
Gabrielle Charing, Somerville College, Oxford.
BRISTOL FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS —For details plfas&
contact the convenor, lan Vine, 3 Freelands Place, Hotwells, Bristol
5.

LIVERPOOL—Those interested in forming a lbertarian discussion
grovn on Merseyside, please contact Vinzent Johoson, 43 Millbank,
Lis .rpool 13.

MANCHESTER AND DISTRICT—Contact Jim Pinkerion. 12 Alt
Roud, Ashtop-nnder-Lyne, Lancs.

please  contack
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ZENGAKUREN—AND
THE ANTI-WAR
STRUGGLE

FFENGAKUREN (all Japan Federation of Student Autonomies)
"4 has been waging the struggle against war since the tesumption
of nuclear tests by the USSR in the autumn of 1961. Just before
that. Gensuikvo (Japan Council Against A and H Bombs) had
passed a resolution at its seventh congress saying: “The first country
to begin nuclear fests again should be accused as the cnemy of
peace, enemy of mankind™.

But, faced with the seriows sittation caused by the Hussian tests
and the American ones that followed, the leaders of Gensuikyo,
dominated by the Socialist Party and Communist Party, fell into
utter silence and complete inactivity. The only thing they did was
to expel us, Zengakuren—who proposed to organise a protest move-
ment againgt the nuclear tests of USSR, as well as those of USA—
from membership of Gensuikyo.

_ Thus our struggle against the nuclear tests has had to be carried
on independent of, and against the existing leadership of the Japanese
peace movemnent, The Communist Party, especiallv, accused us most
shamelessly, saying, ““They are trying to attack the socialist country
in criticising USSE nuclear tests™, “Thev are divisionists”, “They are
the agents of American imperialism™. FEtc, etc,

Since the autumn of 1961, we have demonstrated repeatedly in
front of the embassies of USA and USSR, with more than 10,000
students in Tokyo and about 100000 throughout the country, under
the heavy and fierce police suppression.

Last antumn, when the Russian Government exploded z 50-
megaton nuclear bomb, we protested strengly with many demonstra-
tions and assemblics, co-operating with our delegates to the meeting
of the International Union of Students in the USSR, who demon-
strated on the Red Sguare in Moscow zeainst the Russian tests.

These struggles of Zengakuren, against USA and USSR nuclear
tests, were supported by the people, especially the voung workers,
who could not find the way to do so within the anti-nuclear test
rmovemnent, under the influence and domination of the labour boresn-
crats and Communist and Socialist Parties. As a tesult, on October
5 last year, we succeeded in holding “The Anti-War Assembly of
Workers and Smrdents” in Tokyo, through co-operation with the
young workers, who are acting for the anti-nuclear test movement
i the factories. In this meeting 3,000 workers and students assem-
bled 2nd discussed the struggle apainst N-tests, cxchanging their
experiences in the workshops and universitics. This assembly was
prepared independently of the Communist Party, Socialist Party and
TU leaders and during the discussion many students and workers
mentioned the reactionary role of these people in the anti-N test
movement,

It was the first time Japanesz students and workers had held
an independent meeting with so manv participants, for the Tapanese
peace movement, as well as the labour movement, had long becn
under the strong influence of the Socilist Party, Communist Party
and the conciliatory leaders of the trade unions.

Co-gperation with the workers before, during and after this
assembly, doubtless made a certain contribution towards changing
this situation.

In the protest strugele against American agression on the Cuban
people last autumn, we once again confirmed our fundamental prin-
ciple of anti-war struggle—that is, the only and decisive power to
prevent and get rid of war lies neither in counter-attack by nuclear
weapons frqm the other side, nor in diplomatic negotiations in the
United Narions, Disarmament Conference, etc., but in the direct
action of the people’s own power against the existing ruling power,
especially in strong combination with mdustrial actions in inter-
nutional solidarity.

After the struggle against the amendment of the University
Control Act by the Government, (that would have meant suppression
of the student movement in the umiversities), in which 5000 smdents
in Tokvo and 30,000 all over Japan rose up on November 30 and
defeated the attempt of the government, we are now fighting against
the anchorage of US atomic submarines in Japan and, at the same
time, against the “Japan-Korean Talks”™ betweeén the governments
of the two countries, who intend to strengthen their domination over
the Japanese and Korean people throogh military and ecenomic
CO-Operation.

In these two struggles we have had to expose the reactionary
and chauvinistic character of the “Anti-America Movement” intended
by the Communist Party, from our own viewpoint of the anti-war
struggle—international solidarity of the workers and the people.

- ¥ L]

Zaogakuren % 2. mass-student organisation, composed of the

antcnomies of the universities—self-governing bodies of the studeats.
The central committee is elected by the general congress of dele-
gates from cach universitv autonomy across the country. In prac-
tice, £Very action is carried om through discussion, not only in the
national organisations, but alse i the local organisafions and in
the autonomies at each university.

Omnly through these repeated discussions can- we Organisc our
struggle. Discussion in the classroom, cipecially, has had an im-
portant part in our movement. Here we can discuss very deeply,
with every student participating, Thus our movement is based on
the voluntary will of the individoal student, after repeated discus-
S1005. .

Az an autonomous student body, we have no particular political
line, other than defending the inferests of stodents from every kind
of oppression, but throush our strugele for nearly 15 years {£enga-
kuren was first established after World War II), we' have reached
a fundamental principle. It is that we fight not only the capitalist
oppression against us, but also the Stalinist oppression, with the
*direct action of the smdents themselves, seeking solidarity with the
working class.

Through the mass student struggle, based on this viewpoint,
Zenpakaren has been playing an important tole in the revelutionary
movement of Japan, as 3 sharp and powerful opponent of the
Furdncmunist Party, Socialist Party and the exisping Iabour movemesnt
caders.

Thiz iz, however, a result of the severs and difficult struggle
in thess recent vears. Formerly, Zenpgakuren had been under the
strong influence of the Communist Party since its establishment, and
represented 2 militant wing within the CP jn its anti-imperialist
struggle (even forming a critical part of the CP, from the viewpoint
of its militancy).

But the period which began after the revolt of the Hungarian
proletariat against Stalinist domination in 1956 and continuned till
the defeat of the “Ampo Struggle” {a%aiusr the amendment of the
Japan-USA Mutual Security Act in 1960) shook the Japanese student
movement fundamentally.

The split between Zengakuren's movement and Communist Party
policy became sharper and broader year by year, through every
struggle.  Fenpakuren criticism of the Communist Party developed
from tactics to strategy. Finally this split became open and ciear
in the midst of the said “Ampo Struggle”, dunng which the CP
insisted on the chauvinistic anti-American nationalist movement and,
together with the Socialist Party, dissolved industrial actiom into
petitions and peaceful marches as individual citizens, opposing and
attacking the militant demonstrations of Fengakoren.

Picket lines were formed by the CP between demonstrating
stidents and marching workers and betwesn stndent demonstrations
and policemen, facing the students in order to “prevent the prove-
cation of Zengakurcno™.

All theough the “Ampo Struggle”, the fandamental brezk of
the militant stodents (as well as workers) from Stalinism was con-
sistently and perseveringly promoted by the revolutionary workere
and students of the National Committee of Japan's Revolutionary
Communist League (JRCL-NC), which had been start=d in 1956,
inspired by the Hungarian Revolution, and through theorctical and
practical criticism of Stalinism and Trotskyism had attained its basic
pasition on the revolutionary sugcession and development of Marxism
in order to establish the workers’ own revolutionary organisation i
the factories. y

Az a result of this struggle, many militant students and workers
stopped merely criticising CP tactics and stralegy and began to find
their way to self-cmancipation by overthrowing the existing domina-
tion of Stalinists, as well as capitalists, over the working ciass of ths
world. Zengakuren, in its peneral congress during the spring of
1961, discussed the expericnce of the “Ampo Struggle” and, at the
same time, its own Stalinist-dominated history and made a first step
towards revolutionary development. Only through these struggles
has the anti-war strugele been possible against both the “Socialst™
bombs and those of the imperialists.

The significance of the anti-war struggle lies, in our opinion, in
the fact that through it we can expose the anti-proletarian character
of the TUSSE today, and the Communist Parties as well, to the
students and workers and, fhost important, that the workers and
people should come to be conscions of their own power, which is
frozen under the domination of the labour bureaucrats and existing
political organisations, to eliminate the cause of war and every kind
of suppression over themselves—that i, by overthrowing class
society itself ;

We, Zengakuren, have been trying to get contset with the
workers and, at the same time are emphasising the importance of
international solidarity, throtgh the anti-war struggle, for these

reasons.
TORU KUROKAWA.

* Note that we in Japan have no exact equivalent for thess
words, but we often use the words “the struggle directly aimed
at the ruling power.” It means in the siudent movement, &
strike in the wniversity and militani demonstrations oo the
strects).
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PAGES OF LABOUR HISTORY

INTO BATTLE WITH THE BAZOOKA BANDS

WNE WAY of writing history is to take a so;.:jal gmup, in_one
place and at one time, Ieaving the broad drama of great evenis,.

and tredting the subject as a mucrocosm, Tetfing the minilias of
hurnble lives interpref the greater story. In thos taking one comer
of the ‘Durham coalfield as my subject, T might as well be writing
af T.hc ‘coalminers of Scotland, South Wales, Yorkshire or almaost
anywhere.

When the Gentfal Strike of 19‘-'15 ended, 1 last my job. in
Coventry,  Four weeks after the Strike 1 decided to go Morih, bt
at Coventry station T was told: “We can issue 2 ticket to Derby only,
The: rmlways. are 0 d]sﬂrﬂ;lﬂl&ed We cannot guarantes anyoiravel
bevond. - that distamce.” So, with three tickets and four trains, 1
reached, Newcastle (ahnut I85 miles) in 18 hours. The Government
had boasted of their skelston blgch[cg Service and this was -1hz
result, even four weeks later;

From MNewcastle. I went to live in the- 1md.r] -rt]nmg town - of
Birtley, part of the urban district of Chester-le-streét in Durham, and
found: and mads a home in Elizabethville (thoush notin the Congol
Here in 1914 about 600 temporary houses, a school church and.
hospital’ had been built [or Belgian refugess, hence’ the title. In

12197 the refugees went home and the povernment locked the empey -

buildmzs and—the village was surroundsd by high spikéd iron rail-
IHH—IEI: hgavy fron gates, and refused to allow homeless people
to occupy the hots.  Then, 1o the course of three days the place was
taken over, mostly by cx-m]djs:rs and the gates removed and. droppred
in o, beook. The police were ordersd to expel -the sguatiers, who
promptly” formed . a defence: fores" and .posted round-the-clock sen-
tries. Affer d few months, abtharity decided it was better. to.accept
the- fait accomplt and charge their unwelcome tenants rmt—-‘?s 'S'd,
a week,

When, on ‘May 21, 1926, the nDatiomal Tock-out UI cmfmmert
took place, Durham had alrexdy baen out for' two wosks on A county:
issue; That and a2 leng series of single pit strikes had Ieft the Serike
fund broken (at thar time each sining county-in' England Had a-
separate union, linked in the Miners’ Federation of Great ‘Britain).
Bui Durham went, with the rest,-solidly into-the batile

How, then,"did the miners” families live? There Was a nationat
miners rr:]u:f fu-ld which was ‘bip, though fot nearly as big as'the
distress i was tb relieve. Durham received its share, b.JL thers
wers  T20.000° men, plus wives and children to feed, clothe and
shelter and most of that had to bé found af home. The Guardians’
gave relief to the ‘stokers, but soon that was deastically curfailed.
The Boards were under the control of the Minister: of Health, whd®
orderée all relief ‘to single or married able-bodied men to. cease,
Rliczl, and not very much at that, was 10 be siven only to the wives
and children: =1

. The County Council, with & majority of miners, sive free break-
.1345 to. schoolchildren over five vears of age. T]-u: same bedy had
formed clinics for children undes thrée, Heic a fertnighily medica)
chegk of the babids was made and a weekiy alowance of one pound
of full-cream driad milk and a hattle of r.'cdl ver oil given For. Edch
baby. Children’s clothes were sold at cost price. The garments were
almost half the price the mothers would have paid in. the shops
and the ag:,._-]., WETE Cortainly: superior:
clinics was organised Tocally and done by Jvolunteers,

- Then someonc discoversd that an Education Act allowed !'1.:
UD!}II‘I\.I&[ to institnte primary. schools For children between. three and
five,. but without supolying the monev -for such a venture. So it
was put to the Council that they could pass a resolntion to csta blish
priaary cschools for the under-fives, withont fixing a date, then, give
schiool mieals to the primary schilars. /This lesal. hi‘E.—lh-]J'iJ-CUa Wis
carrisd out and the kids got their free rr.-e:al quite ]cgaJ]s

The. local co-operative, with some backing from the £WS, was
uble o give some credit to the minsrs’ lodges—as always, - And
alwavs sueh credit was repaid weekly from the second wesk of the
return to work, until the whole of the debt was paid.  There i3 g
strong traditional steeak of puritanism in Durham and the repayment
of isuch debis of honour was considered. met ooly just, But:sonad
basiness—=there 15 albways a mext time.

The local co-sp was small, mothing like the citv giants, but Tike
many small co-ops was cfficient. It owned the only large sierc in
town "and the only cinema; it had meeting, repms .:z_ri:l_:L hall, a
parber’s shop, o hillards saloon, allotments, a farm: PBr oducing fresh.
meat, milk and Eg_ﬂ with ccﬂ.*agEs fiar its lHtIl.’"ll.l.'*.“'"

Rent did mot frouble the majorily as [cng as the strike lasted..
Many fived in coal companies” houses and 2 rent strike was auto-
matic. Apy attempt at evicticn wonld have Been mef by 2 thous-
and=strong picket.  Coal wag pot by <earching the waste ]'Il:.lpb u]m:h
hke young: mnunmms adorn the ‘coalfzid 5cer-r:

Thete was recreation, too.  There werevillage fiestis, mthc-ut
the feastime. A procession Jed Bv oat-deast one ‘excellent hrass hand,
2 mieeting. 2 sports dav with athletic events for children-und adults

T first prize, a har ol chocolate) .mL!

. boxinz shows—at tm'ur:ﬁ cvervthing comic.”:
Were 1mpor tant, too. for they served the part of a Press.

'i:cvsmrnc slrould not cost o ogreat deal.

amyvhy

- strigele became prammer,

., regime” stopped 2il rehief to men; “sintle or m.un:d

. was ccontinued affer the strike for & few vears.
- these people withoul meney weré dinned for reni.*

Mast of the work of ithese

in rl-u: evening, an U]:!EI]-;l]T
dance or &’ concert. There wers Iadh..s foethall.-matches and. comiz .
foctball matches between tcams of beisterous clowns and comic
But Treguient méetings

Rival to the silver bands, some well known, were the bareoks:
bands, the “harooka”™ being a siXpenny instrument one hummed anio,
About 40 of these, with doms made guite & noise.  All the bands—

lhere must nive geen a fow hundred of them in the country, includ-

ing children’s” bands—wcere in costume. o condition being that ‘the
Sometirnes 20 bands weuid

_[ake part in a local carnival, Lm-ﬂpmw mii=s to :h-:: site. I recall ans
fat man who, dréss=d as a. 5L:1Larr i the remains. of a N.L-S'Il'md
marched at the head .ol his “harem” of 40 women, 2 very ]’}[‘{"L.J

sultan he looked, and "The Tramps",

and " s"l:us who ph_',ed their tune: thcn sane. “We're on the road to

* like a® chioic. Thire were bAnds of Zulu, warriors, Red

Inuldn_ﬁ kmr-hlq m Lncan atmour, battalions of Fred Kacho's Army,

bands of mermaids (the most chifficalt ‘of thz [ot} and. of erﬂL;:q (thc, .
casiest), i

But as that long, warm sommer pegan fo ‘fade into autumn, -the
The first serions blow was made aFainat
the Chester-le-strect Board of Guardians. who h'\d refused to abey
the Government’s Grder fo cease relief to single men. The Torv
Government deposed th elected Guardians, whos work was unpaid,, .
and pui in their place three highly-paid Lm'nmmmn._rq The new
who nrght ba
abls to work. The only relieFwas 1o wives, 85 4 week, and children,
Is. arweek, Thus o family of six received 125 a week in the ot
of 2 food voucher. no money, compared tothe dole of 282 -5 qrask:
This meazure of economic ter mrtsm was applied not only 4o strikers,

. bur 1o &l gnemnlovea “en relier”. miners and other - warcers, and
Following the'strilkic.,
The- only WATE
o get ‘money wers to sell part of their meagre rations, or pick coal
from ‘the waste heaps and tr'- toesell It 4-3s. im a week's hard work,

fess to the unluckwy

The police suted a@.amst the sirikers picking coal from the heaps: =
the men went m-larger groins; the oclice were remforced. The
miners began prospecting for coal in the ficlds like gold diggers, but:
this mecant spreading out. “Presserc increased with the commg of
cold weather. A nmearby weod of commércial Tir., belonzing to Eoed:
Lambton, was completely fellod and sawn i, A coxlowner magis- -
trate-whose larze honseon the Northi Read had three a2l gafenosts:
of I8in. square gak, found, one mormine thet they had br.r:n slwn'
off six_inches frome the ground., 2

Then the MNotts. Miners' Associzticn, led l.'n_»r Labour MP (G .-*L..
Sp-en:er. broke away. from the Federation' and seticned towork)
Heminy police reinforcémants appearod m Durham,. the birgsst, Henv-
st constables from  distang countics, and attempls wepe made 1o
rE-open strkebound p;{:. Semiesely) aeminer; with the -exception of
a few in Scith Shi=lds, conld be found,  The hiackles sangs: were
inken forces of bankrupt shopkecpers and of ]'r'ur:ssmua‘ lav-abouts
from 1.11:: tomwmn. :

The pits wers nsually clased after . thres day.ﬂ, semetimes afiers
the first dayv. and the owners resorted -to-surpriz>, bul there was
always & sirongz picket awal fing the seabs at the cnd of their morn-
mz salfl  Scouts took to Followang on bicveles the fruckloads of
palice; this i torn led 1o the police making «demmy: concentrations,
1o dure the men tc the wrong pits, but there wess always &n;:u.g,h :
picxets 4o go round.

Mews travels [ast oo mining areaand. even the sennd of ron-
ningz feet and ashont woold bring out men, bovs and women ines
miss pickel—=yves, women pickets: and pL:n:“lin;;. om#s, tool- Itiwns
hard;, bitter fighting: usaaly beicees the scabs could be reacked. the
charpe of six-footplus 19-cions pelickmen swinging: batons i nrme-
breaking, skull-cracking blows had to be meat and broken.

The pattern was forthe picket 1o satheor sarly. to prevcnt o sar-
prise getaway. -The policeowould ‘e 1o disperse them Bt wals]d
soon. gather about the pit vard, the scabs would we it ot thelpithead
for 2. 3 o 4 houss, thendhe pl:‘lj:-.:.- would make their big th:lrg.. and
the  main battle wis on. A prisoner albways went o ;.41I Or - 512
menths. The wcnunded were, if possible, carried G!I by th‘ir CoTE-
rades.

I recall one such cplsodl: on the old North Road near Gateshesd,
where a collicey had “reogened? <Ths Birtley” men satheped there:
Twa tramcirs came 10 pick up the scabs. the police were pusaed
back, the trolleds poalled of, all windows broken. starting and sieering
hdndles removed one ‘tram derziled and the trapwaymen:sent homs,
alléin a faw minutes.  We hone about for thres hours, then hafi-a-
dozen scabs dushed from the back of the vard, down' the: hilly fGelds.
towards the new Morth Road.

From the: hodges: sprang: small, shim. - routhfol figuses, whe. ran

eich uﬂ.lrrng a battercd bowler
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like hares-after them and did nothing but trip them up, then pound-
ing bthind came heavier fisnres ane m twoe miniaes ne SCAbE WErE
unfit for work for a week or two. On the main rozd rhe fizhtng
broke out again. At night some of the scabs who lived in Gateshead
were visited in their homes; they dig not return to the pit, which, in
any case, closed after three days.

At another pit, which lasted only one day, a sergeant lifted has
baton high to give the signal for a charpe and was at once falled
by & stonme.  Ar another a serscant (the supers, ke the Duke of
Plazo Toro, led their armies from the rear) appeared 0 FIVe an order
to charge and rushed into the crowd, while his men siood stll. |
never teund our whers he went to.

One sarprise nearly succeeded, but a few voung fellows, very
early in the morcning, went to the “reopened” pir, to be charged by
trenie their number of police and sought refuge on the waste heap,
Lnese heaps ol locse stom= are mcky and one rins up thein ¥igzzag
fashion. e police tried to run sicaight up and E¥eTY han started
his own avalanche. The men on top helped these, oo, and pelted
the constables, but they were marooned in a sea of Bloe serge. Then,
after several hungry hours, they saw colusfins marching from every
village for miles around. Lock now was relicved.

All this time hunger was growing. Owver a nearby hill a miner's
wife was picking late blackberries. She was hungry, atc some with-
out washing them and died of poisoning a few days later. Said the
coromer: “There is no doubt that the poor woman was very hungry.™

In December, a naticnal ballot of the miners favoured a return
to wors, except in Durham, which voted by a big majority to stay
out. In the face of a national return, however. the F.C. had to
dis regard the vote, Out from mid-April to December, the miners
wenl back, the strike was over. but not the fight. Their union was
intqet, their spirit unbroken.

el apart from the social war, it was a peaceful COMMUDILY,
more peaceful and ethical than London W.1, though the police were
regarded 8s an oeocupving army. A woman or a child could walk
alone in the dark, doors were left unlocked. A sociologist, speaking
of this and the following period in Durham, said that the absence of
crime was the most remarkable feature of the depression and attribu-
ted this 1o “steady living and the steadying influence of the Union
{Muir, Justice in a Depressed Area, pp, 32-33). Later, the Pilgrim
Report said that there was here little selfpity, but a determination to
fight the effects of poverty and unemployment.  Yet, it said, 71 per
cent had been out of work for 5 vears or con e, compared to Liver-
pool’s 22 per cent and Depiford’s 3 per cent.  (Men Withoot Work,
1538} -

It was a consciously working-class community, self-reliant and
ready for spontanzous action, best when its leaders were in London.
There was, of course, a deal of petty gossip and such in a “Corona-
tion Strect™ way, but in struggle they were loyal to one ancother and
i some loeal pit disasters—even unto death.

: TOM BROWN

Apprentice fraining :
some sugges[iﬂns

'I'r UE TO ECONOMIC DEPRESSION in some areas, business at

the Government Training Centras (GTC), who te-train unskilled
and unemploved workers. is booming. Redundant railwaymen
aflusnt dole queues and the amount of school-leavers Ieft on ihe
sheil all add up to a gloricwus future for the training centres, Today
the chances are that, under their threat 2o reform the apprenticeship,
these. Government establishments will ke command in training
apprentices for lgan of their trade education. This scheme of taking
lads and schooling them under one roof will he welcomed by em-
ployers, who find apprentices a financial burden in the early stapes
of their instruction. The unions will also be suitably pleased, for the
methods adopted by some’ bosses of acquiring a cheap Iabour force
under cover of the appremticeship does nothing to maintain the
saintly supremacy of the craftsman—and this, after all. is the bread
and butter of trade unionjsm.

The old system of learning a trade on the shop floor has fallen
ont of favour, because piccewcork makes it difficult for tradezmen ta
devote fime to teaching the lads. Also many skilled emplovess are
nowadays engaged on repetition work, rehearsing identical operations
daily. Under such conditions, if the lads donm't move cn to fresh
jobs st regular intervals, they rapidly fall into & rur. In any event,
adequate industrial training by jourmncymen on the job would tend
te hamper the production line and profits would consequently suffer.
Most large firms cvercome this by creating their own training schools,
50 thar the lads will help, rather than hinder, output when they are
2t loose in the workshops.

In this respect, the GTC wounld allow apprentices to find their
feet, under the sipervision of o Government-designed syllabus. T3
would be stupid to claim school-leavers don't need preparation be-

fore embarking on industrizl carcers.  But if the Government has its
way, s a vecent White Paper suggests, appretice traimmng, which in
165 present form may well be on its last legs, 15 about o be com-

mandesred under 4 management closely resembling in - authoritarian

ztal that of the workhouse.

At the Liverpool GTC, an intense effort is made to inflice
factory discipline; a team of officials, managers, deputy manigers,
chief mstructors and ordinary instructors are constantly throwing their
weight about to enforce the centre rules.  Most trainees, being
unemployed or no longer physically fit to do their old jobs, thin
they are getting the chance of a Lfétime when first offered a course.
They have second thoughts when they see the bars on the windows
and the locked pates, to deter thoss inclined to play hockey. The
system of clocking in and out is applied and a late book compiled,
offenders being lined up daily, sometimes waiting half-an-hour 1o he
carpeted for being five minutes late. The institutes excel in the pro-
duction of rules. Dominant decorations of far-fetched rules cover
the walls and even the toilet paper is stamped “Governmeni pro-
perty”.  In this air of legality. the wrge to learn is Jost and mstrac-
tors, for the most part, slide inte apathy.

Training is confined to copying another bloke's drawings, or
duplicating model jobs of previous trainces on lathe and works
bench, Classes and departments are kKept isolated from each other,
cither deliberately, or from lack of imaginatibn ‘on the part of the
management. For trainees the onlv chance of social contact is at
meal times or in the urinals. Neme of the essential co-operation
found in industry is applied, the natural ecourse of working from
the drawing board and pianning assembles and detail diagrams for
the fitter or machinist, or wiring schematics for the radio and tele-
vision engineers has not been atiempted.

Cantzen dinners are notably poor and usually cold. vet trainees
are compelled to pay for them, a5 it is automatically deducted from
their allowance., Despite protests and visits from inspectors, no
improvements are made. The management came down like o ton
of bricks on a petition organised by draoghtsmen trainees—and
claimed the draughtsmen were ount to make trouble, becanse none
of the other trainees had complained about the food. The matter
was not pressed because of fear of termination {sack).

Inzofar as the GTC represents a breaking down of the trade-
union barciers, they are 2 good sign. However, thers are mdicaticng
that the trade appreoticeship as we now know it, may be evalving
into a form of industrial apprenticeship, With the creation of new
building fabrics, it has been suggested that they will render brickies.
plasterers and joiners obsolete as trades. to be superceded by the
broader occupation of building technician.  Anything that relaxes
the rigid divisions between trades, so that an apprentice. hasn't
necessarily shot hig lot when he chooses a career at 16, i3 weleome,
But the idea of a State apprenticeship, run by 3 pack of civil
servants, is too much to stomach,

Union chiefs of late have been denouncing the bosses and
attaching to them blame for the poorly-trained apprentice.  Sir
“Bill” Carron called it “criminal” that anvone'shouold employ a bay,
then fail to train him. Ted Hill announced thar wmions should
have mors control in waining apprentices. If the bosses find that
schooling apprentices interferes with their profits, why don’t the
unions offer to do the job? In Gpion ranks are many workmen
capable of instructing lads in the practical skills of the trade. Tt
should be within the scope of the TUC to compose industeial courses
of the best possible gquality. . ;

Bosses could pav their whack, by giving the lads a wage i the
normal way. In view of the huge sums the unions have been
handing out to the Labour Party election funds’ they shoold be
able to afford to fnance. the teachers. A building to house the
scheme conld surely be found out of the usual services provided by
local authorities for technical education, or even a deserted @il
done vp would be sufficient. “Thé teachers could be elected ap the
loesl branches of the respective unjons, after nominations have come.
from the shop floor. Mo academic qualifications would be necessary
and the blokes on the bench know who is competent with the tcols.
The lads themselves know who s best suited to train them practically
and their theoretical mition may come from its normal source, the
Technical Colleges. 1t might have been thought that this issue was
roara vital te the trade m'u'u;:nr|.~:i thai[; ]:murin_ehshgp stewards on indus-
trial procedures, or how to play fair with the baosses,

pROCS =S i BAMFORD.

" THE BOMB, Dircet dction
and THE STATE

“Shounld be read 'by everyome active in the strupgle arainst -
Bomb or in the struggle in indostry . . . devastaiing zad
documented exposare . . . dynamic . . we thoroughly apre:
with this method™ — SOLIDARITY.

A YDIRECT ACTIONT PAMPELEY ...,
From: - “Bill Chrisiopher, 345, Cumberfand’ Road

~ocene Bl (post Zds
London, Bl
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The lesson of Ford’s

O‘VE.R the past few weeks there have been quite a few Trade
Union conferences and onc is struck by the constant demand
for the Government to do this and do that—and for the Labaur
FParty to take action on this or that.

One wonders how long this areey-bargey can g0 on. The waste
paper baskets of Government offices and trade union head offices
must be crammed full of “Demands™ and “Resclutions™. When are
We going to wake up to the fact that if we demand a thing, the only
way to back it up is to take action curselves.

- Thelessoncanbe learnt from Ford's at Dagenham, Leaders wers
sought for and relied upon.  The consequence, 17 men on the
stones, with the reigning shop stewards place in a position of looking
over their shoulder to sec which one of their number is the next to
get chopped. The situation is eritical for Ford workers. Who is
going 1o be a gennine shop steward (not a company stooge) now
be knows that the first time he steps out of line, he can be sacked—
and expect no support from any quarter.

SHOP STEWARDS TO BE CALLED TO ORDER
ISTRICT Committees of the Comfed. of Shipbuilding and En-
. gineering Unions, who have beéen acting independently against
emplovers, dre to be called to order at the Confed's anmual con-
ference.  This is a result of district committee actions in tackling
unemplayment problems. One particular district commities restric.
ted overtime and compelled emplovers to engage additional workers
from the ranks of those sacked bv other firms. One would have
thought that here was a district committee doing its job—but on
second thoughts, of course, it smells like power from the bottom,
which scares the living daylights out of the trade union hierachy.
WHAT YEAR?
WO hundred men were sacked from a foundry in Staffordshire
for striking. Their demands: recognition of the Amalgamated
Union of Foundry Workers at the plant, a sast of Lving bomus, a
canteen and tramed first aid staff
This did not take place in the 1920's, but on Jume 14, 1963. I
SUppose it is possible to progress hackwards.
ASTRIDE THE FENCE
1‘, ‘R. HARRY ADEY, Chairman of the Jaguar Cars (Coventry)
shop stewards committee, has been appeinted industrial rela-
manager. We wish him well in his job of serving two masters.
DISCIFLINE
THNIOM officials have been ordered to tighten discipline at MNot-
< tingham’s Raleigh Cycle Factory. Owver the past wear, about
St “strikes have occurred.  The Nortingham committee of the Con-
fed. of Shipbuilding and Engineering Unions said “shop stewards

tions
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Were in g better position to recommend Action than men on the
factery floor””  Lnion members—they  saig—should slay at work
untl routine negotiations had failed and strike only if erdered to by
their union.

Fifty strikes in & vear must mean the lads on the job are not
very happy aboul working conditions, ete.  Also. of COUrSe, it Seems
that the unions concerned haven't dome much to help, 30 the rank
and file have attempted 1o do the job themselves. Which is the
only way they will get anvthing done,

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC PLANNING
P.E.P. has just issued a new broadsheet, “Trade Uniocns in =

Changing Society™. Unions are criticised for failing to refloct
the changed nesds of their members and society. Employers are
urged to do more to help establish strong unionism. Jt CApTEsses
the view that unions canmot be expected to solve the “Shop steward
problem™ without the support of the emplover. It also suzgests that
employers should make wider use of the svateml of geducung union
dues from wages. According to P.E.F., the class struggle has lareely
disappearad and it is in the interests of employvers to help create
strong unions, Theze points of view are startling, to say the leasi,
and in essence advocate ““company unions™  Ford workers should
ask their manapgemeant fo 2ssist in strengthening their shop steward
committee, because there is no longer a class struggle.

ONE UNION

“FHE Platform™, June issue, which is the rank and file paper of

bus workers, really poes to town on its front page 4N an
editorial entitied “An Oscar for Hypocritzs”. It has 3 crick at the
two railway unions who opted out when the NUR called a three-day
protest strike. The cditorial also bashes the unionz at Fords, for
lzaving 17 men on the stones. And winds up in its last paragraph:
“Let every bus branch ficod the GEC and the TUC with protests
zbout this humiliating and disgusting debacle at Fords. There are
Far too many “Knights” and far too few “Fighters™ on our General
Council today™

I couldn’t agree more with the theme of the editorial and on the
ssue of CLOSER WORKING BETWEEN KINDRED UNIONMS.
Weoald it be possible for “Phitform™ to call a conference tor ail
passenger workere, to discuss their common problems and  futore
concerted action”  And may I be so presumptious as to remark that
i the past members of the “passenger unions” have cut cach other's
throats? AL the risk of using a cliche, UNITY is STILL strength,

BILL CHRISTOPHER

Libertarian Youth camp

FITHIS YEAR'S International Libertarian Youth Summer Camp

will be held at Beynuc and Carenac, in the heast of Frances
Dordogne Valley, a short distance from the river and in Very pleasant
surroundings. Return fare from London is under £15 (hitch-nikers
will find no difficuliy in gerting lifts) and the total cost. which de-
pends on your food, personal expenses and duration of stay, i5 very
small.

As the camp is held under canvas, vou are advised to take your
OWI camping equipment, if possible.  Some tents are provided and
an emergency bip margues can accommedats 50 or mors PErSOns.

The camp s largely recreational, with Tacilities far SWImmEng,
sunbathing, games and other holiday attractions. There will be salka
and discussions m English, French and Spanish:- cinema’ sessions,
theatre, folk music and dancing—and plenty of opportunity for
activities of vour own choice.

The site is 320 miles from Paris and %0 from Bordeawx. For
full detsils, write to the Iberian Federatiom of Libertarian Youth
{Great Britain Committee), 159 Ledbury Roesd, London. Wil



