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SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS
ANTI-YTS STRIKE NOV.5TH
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A Doncaster miner writes:
Yorkshire Miners charge NEC with betrayal

At the Area Council meeting (each branc
sends one delegate per pit) in Barnsley or
18th September, the delegates sat in stunne
silence as the report back from the NEC
was given.

Because branches had detected a cool winc
blowing from the NEC they had imposec
& unilateral overtime ban in Yorkshire
themselves. Called "flexible" it gimed at
allowing safety men and key workers to move
around in order to allow the workers five
days work but no more. This would have
cut production by stoppiing maintenance
and supply during overtime.

When on Friday the NEC announced the extent
of the ban, & ban authorised by & 77% 'ves'
vote, we were speechless. They had pissed
the authority given them for action against
the wall. All they would ban was coal
production at weekends and in overtime.
Fine, except Yorkshire, Durham, and
Northumberland among others don't produce
coal in those periods anyway. For these
coalfields the 'ban' meant nowt at all.

As a result, for the first time since Arthur
became national president the Yorkshire
Council condemned the pathetic response
of the NEC and resolved to organise a ballot
in Yorkshire for stronger action in that county.

Since that time it appears there was outrage
in the other coal fields and demands for
stronger action from the NEC have caused
some of them to have second thoughts.

The Yorkshire EC have now charged their
NEC members to seek stronger action ( a
general overtime ban with minimal safety
cover) and if this is not forthcoming an
overtime ban will be implemented in Yorkshire.

The scene is set for rapid conflict, with the
Coal Board saying they will close 11 Yorkshire
collieries "within weeks" of an overtime ban.
It is doubtful if the men at those pits will
allow their pits to close and let everyone
else keep on working. Obviouly if the pits
ARE closed they will likely strike, having
nothing then to lose; and will probably halt
the coalfield with pickets.

NOTE: Since this was written the Yorkshire
NUM leadership have decided against organising
a Yorkshire ballot on stepping up the overtime
ban.

CLOSURES: British Coal have announced
more closures at pits such as Linby(Notts),
Wheldale, Redbrook, and Wooley (Yorks).
Redbrook and Wooley miners have voted
to oppose closure.




. BORNEO

IN THE forests of
Sarawak in North Borneo,
thousands of native
people from different
tribes are fighting to
defend their way of life.

Deforestation is taking
place so rapidly that by 1985
30% of the total forests had
been logged and in 1987 60%
of the forest area in now
licensed out for logging.

The timer companies are
building logging roads across
native lands to connect logging
areas to the rver, In the
process, forests, farmlands and
burial grounds are damaged
and destroyed and nautve
women have been molested by
umber camp workers.

As a result, the native people
have manned barnicades across
the logging companies’ roads
and have asked the government
to halt tree felling. The first
blockade initiated in March has
led to blockades in other areas,
halung logging in at least 12
camps. Some blockades have
lasted as long as a month at a
time. They are determined 1o
reclaim their land and say: *“We
will block the roads until we
die”,
® In Thailand also. villagers are
taking on powerful logging
interests, hired gunmen
lattempting to  murder the
protesters) and corrupt officials
in a battle to save the rain
forests. In May and June
hundreds of people marched
many miles to demand that the
loggers remove their equip-
ment. Their protest succeeded
and logging has stopped for
now and the felled trees are not
being moved. However, the
villagers say their struggle to
preserve the remaining forests
and stave off ecological disaster
has just begun.

Info: Survival International,

TAHITI

RIOTS BROKE out in Tahiti
on 23rd October in support of
dockers who had occupied the
port of Papeete. They were
demanding that more workers
be taken on (unemployment is
50%). Police squads charged
the dockers, who ser fire to a
warehouse and damaged a fire
engine, before being pushed
back.

As news of the artack spread,
shops were looted and timber
vards set ablaze in a2 two mile
stretch along the waterfront
and in the centre of the capital,
27 people were injured as
heimetted gendarmes clubbed
resid d d in sandals and
beach shirts.

SoTH ARRIC A

CONSOLIDATED Goldfields
of the U.K. part owns the
Tsumeb Corporation which has
begun evicting striking miners
from their hostels, with the help
of police and the army.

29%

On  Sept.2nd,

which is what this
likely doing.

= S " POLL TAX : FACTS AND FIGURES T

In Glasgow:
Biggest winners are prosperous Kelvindale and Newlands (paying
and 24% less). Losers include the working class areas of
Calton, Crosshill, Easterhouse, Govan and Ruchill (paying 19%-
42% more). A door to door canvass is expected in April 1988. To
compile the poll tax register Councils will also extraet information
from the electoral and valuation rolls, rate collection records, rent
rolls, housing waiting lists, housing benefit records, education
authority records, library membership lists, etc. etc,

LETTER FROM AMERICA

"Some interesting actions around here.
a demonstration took
place in response to & train running
over & peace protester,
He was sitting on tracks right outside
the Concord Naval Weapons Station
in Concord, 20 miles east of here.
It's used to store nuclear weapons,
and to ship weapons to Central America,
train was most
Brian Willson suffered
two amputated legs and skull injuries.

FRANCE

FOR A number of weeks
Moroccan miners have been
picketting the North Pas-de-
Calais coalfields. They
represent 60% of the workforce
and are fighting for their rights
and for their livelihood.

The Moroccan miners have
mobilised over the ‘Pache’
governmental plan which wants
1o axe 4,000 from the industry.
As well as enforcing
redundancies and encouraging
early retirement it is offering a
‘ponus’  of 130,000 francs
(£1,300) w ‘return to the
country of origin’; this
constitutes an underhand
expuision of the immigrant
workforce.

ANDALUCIA

Brian Willson.

The demonstrators broke into and

briefly occupied & building used by
ROTC, a campus-based officer training
programme. (This is

of California campus).

On Sept.5th, several thousand gathered
at Concord in & protest demo. While
the media focused on stars like Jesse
Baez, over 1000
people tore up 300 feet of railroad
They refused liberal attempts

Jackson and Joan

tracks.

IN ANDALUCIA, Spain,
unemployment is the norm (see
C1 no.11). To obtain unemploy-
ment benefit, landless labourers
must find work for 60 davs per
vear,

The Rural Employment Plan
provided work for those who
failed to qualify, This has been
cut back by the ‘socialist’
government. In response
labourers occupied the town hall
of Pruna, a village in the Sevilla

the University

to police and/or stop them (mostly region.

guilt-tripping), went

participating.

of illegal odours filled the air.
the trains stopped for a week."
Berkley, California. 13 Oct.1987.

From the Daily Battle.

A TURN-UP
FOR SWEDES!

Sweden, Sept. 15th:

15 Shell filling stations in
Stockholm, Goteborg, Malmao,
Lund og Orebro attacked. Once
again, Shell pays for their
support of apartheid in South
Africa.

The pumps are smashed, glue
is poured into the credit card
slots, walls are decorated with
stickers and paint is poured into
the tanks.

The damage came to over
£100,000 - encouragement to
everyone else who fancies
joining in the fun!

CHILE

OPPOSITION to the 14 year
old junta was highlighted by a
general strike on 8th October
which led to transport disarray
and city centre clashes, with 500
detained and a 2 year old boy
shot dead.

about
anyone in charge, and had lots of fun
doing it. It felt like a festival, with
people of all sorts of ages and lifestyvles

Music and even whiffs

On 27th August about 100
civil guards attacked the hall
injuring sixty occupants and
arresting mine. Pruna is under
near siege conditions. Local
union offices have been
destroved and workers' homes
And raided.

Pruna inhabitants are now on
hunger strike in the local church.

without

31st October: 15,000 - 20,000 people (2,0(?0
masked) demonstrated in Hamburg in
support of the squatters in Hafenstrasse.
There were lots of riot police, vans, dogs
and & helicopter. Police guarded banks
and court buildings only. Stones were
thrown at the police but they did not
retaliate. Police radios were intercepted
and it was discovered that the police
were ordered to defend, not attack. ize
olice were visibly frightened at_ the
?urnout. KSENO SAE FOR MORE ”“",9 AN
HISTORY OF HA ENSTR
THANKS . .
The Counter Information Collective wguld
like to thank everyone who sent donations
towards our printing and postage costs
and returned stamps following the appeal
letter sent out with CI 16. We have received
around £165 , with donations coming from
Corby, Cheshire, Hull, Telford, Glasgow,
Berwick, Southampton, Oxford, Leeds,
Aberdeen, Reading, London(several),
Warrington(several), Scunthorpe, Stratfm:d,
Belfast, Edinburgh(several), Bellshill,
Manchester, Australia, Denmark,
W.Germany(several), USA(several).(sorry
if we missed anyone out).
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