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Intreduction

This issee of CAFA's Newsletter coatianes our analysis of the post-structural adjustment
perod m African universities. The most immediate impact of structural adjustment programs (SAPy)
has been the defunding of Africas wniversities and the comsequeat repression of student and faculty
opposition. This phase is vividly presented by Moctar Al Haji Hema, the former President of the
Nigerien Studeats Union, in an interview.

Barbara Koffa graghically illetrates the devastating consequences of years of was on the
schools of Libenia and the Libenian children themsclves, who often were tumed into soldiers. 1n this
conlext, it is important 10 oote that, ough not every country im Africa bas receatly expericaced
warfare, (a) African school systoms have suffered simelar consequences fromWoreld Bank. snd IMF-
constructed SAPs which have literally waged a war on them, (b) the loss of bope caused by the
destructson of schoolimg as a path 1o a better future has been an important factor in the recatment of
Afnican youth as soldiers (as studies of Sierra Leone and Liberia itself indicate),

Where schools are still functioning., privatization is well underway and it is now taking place
oven within the public wasversities, as we leam from as interview with De. Gorgui, a Senegalese
acadenc.

Finally, CAFA locks s the rode of LS. based study abroad programs play in the
recolonization of African umverssties whea US. academicians take advantage of aa immisersted
educational system for thesr own purposes and procede withowt regand for the fate of their African
colleagues and soudents. In the hope of contnbuting 10 nesing awaresess of this problem, we propose
a "Code of Fthics for Global Education in Africa.™ Although the Code is not in a final foem, we bope
it will stimulate a debate on thas matter and that you will send us your thoughts on the Code, which
we will publish in a feture e of the CAFA Newslemer.
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Ow the Hintory and Current State of the Stadent Movement
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Post-war Fdocation in Liberia
(5
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WHO IS CAFA AND WHAT DO WE STAND FOR?

The Committee for Acadensic Froedom ks Africa (CAFA) consists of people teaching
and studying in North America asd Exrope who are comcerned with the increasing viclatioms of
academic freodom that are taking place s African wmiversities and who believe that it 1s crucial

W*‘W*mmwhﬁhmlkwmwng 10 assert and preserve their
rights.

CAFA was organized in the Spring of 1991 and since then we have boen involved in
numeross campuigns on behalfl of African teachers and studests. We have also created and r
continue %o update a “Chreaology of the Africas Student Movement from 1985." The CAFA
Newnletter coatains scholarly articles o the immpact of the World Baak and IMF policies 00
MManuumiummaMUMMth stodent and facelty
stroggles on Afnican campuses.

CAFA's olgectives include:

a3 inlomatiosal agencies like the World Bank
and IMF; :

* organining delegations that will make direct contact with teachers and studests and
their organizations in Afnca.

The annual fee for membership in CAFA is $25. CAFA's coordi the editors
of the CAFA Newsletter nre: - e

Ousseina Alidou Silvia Federicy

Dem of Black Studies New College I

Ofio Stwte University 130 Hofstra University

Colwmbes, Ohio 432101319 Hempstead, NY 115501090

email: alsdou. | 8o edu '

Tel.: (516) 463. s38
emal: nucszf @ holstraedu
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