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PRICE ONE PENNY

ENGINEERS TO
STOP TO-DAY

Sﬂii).yards Als;i -‘Qtders
Welcomed

STRIKE SPREADS

So far from * dribbling baclk," as
Mr. Ghurchill pretends, the men on
strile-are standing like a rock, and
more 'dre coming out. =

‘fo-morrow another scction of the
Movement will be called into action,
the order having gone forth that the
engineering shops and shipyards are
to stop to-might.

The order applies to all unions in
the englneering and shipbuilding
trades affillated to the Trades Unlon
Congrass.

It does not apply to men engaged
at the Government dockygrds,+Ad-
miralty establishments, or Govern-
ment engineering works.

The men have awalted the Instruc-
tlons impatiently, and all over the
country they received their march-
ing orders with-enthusiasm ‘and a
sonso of relief,
1n addition to 1he men oboying this

call to reinforce the gallant * first
line,”’ others are out, either because of

MORE UNIONS OUT:

i .

The Amalgamated Moulders,
Shipyard workers,and membsrs
of the Amalgamated Englinesr-
j=ing Unions as well as General
Englheering Unlons will not
start work to-morrow.

: T
refusal to work with blacklegs, or
becanse the pressure of the strike is
closing down the factories.

Some of the very smal] percentage
of N.U.R. members who hesitated at
first have now joined up.

* Not a single arca has weakenad,”
is Mr. Cramp’s repont.’

At Bradford 7,000 operative dyers
censed work yesterday becaiise of the
intradugtion of blackleg “transport.

T\chpy-fjvn thousand
are nQy ‘out in Lnncnsl‘ii*riTx."'p"igd York-
shire

s e e

The ',:eneral posit-i;m _iylv';;{";estan is

unchanged, the 'menqjﬁmgwng confi- |
ght.

dent of ,winning the §

operative dyers

\zhd demands ‘of the thineowaers were

NO SLACKENING

Cabinet’s New Tactics Defeated
by Indisputable Facts

The Cabinet and its supporters have dropped
Churchill's ‘* Revolution '’ stunt.

The '* Times '’ says to-day in a leading article: ‘‘ No one
suggests for a moment that any conslderable number of men on
strike are animated by revolutionary motives.'’

That marks the end of Mr. Churchill's foolish and dangerous
gamble.. Now the Cabinet's tactics are changed. Now the officlal
gramophones are grinding out the statement that strikers are
golng back to work. i

This Is as much a fabrication as the other. The number of
strikers has not diminished: It Is increasing. There are more
workers out to-day than there have been at any moment sinoe the
strike bogan. '

They will stay out until they arg instructed by Headguarters

- IS

sto*retym-to wark. - —~
THE REAL TRUTH OF THE

'COAL NEGOTIATIONS

Chairman of Genera) Council Replies
to Sir Douglas Hogg

In ihe Government publication, the|British Gasette, of this morn-
ing, appears an article by the AttorneycGeneral, Sir Douglas Hogg,
which purparts to state the truth of the foal negotiations. As one who
has been.direetly associated with those Degotiations, I claim the right
to speak with a degree of authority on'this matter which ncither the
Attorney-Genzral nor anyone clse with second-hand information can
possibly possess. !

The initlal cause of the deadlgck was the minecowners' arbitrary
attitude in refusing to conduct natiomal negotialions as recommended
in the Commission’s Report, and their action in giving notices to
enforce a general reduction in wages.

From the moment the mineowners jssued lock-out notices to their
worlkpeople, the question at issue, so fiar as the General Council was
concerned, was the withdrawal of thos¢ notices as a condition pre-
liminary to the conduct of ,negotiations; From that we have ncver
receded. . v

The Government representatives insjstod that the mineworkers
must first declare themselves definitely as”willing to accept a reduction
in wagks: .¢° . A g

! ' In these circumstances, and in view of the. inevitability that there
would be a stoppage throughout the coalfields on May 1 if the notices
essed, the General Council
::cidcd( to-gall a conference pf the responsible Executives of the unions

Mr.
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; CONTINUED ON P?GE FOUR

FIVE. RAILWAY
CRASHES

———

Sequel to Blackleg and
“Voluntary >> Labour

FOUR DEAD

The attempt to worlk the inlcicatg
mechanism of the British railway
system by ** volunteer *’ and blackleg
labour has already had a tragic
sequel.

No {ewer than five serious passenger
train accidents occurred yesterday and
this morning—iwo of them reeulting
in loss of life.

'he worst occurred yestorday after-
noon on the L.N.B.R. at 8t. Mar-
garct’s, Bdinburgh,

While a number of wagons were be-
ing Ehifted from the up to the down
wpin line a passenger train from Ber-
wick, manned by a volunteer crew,
crashed into them. :

Threc people were killed, 18 injured.

About the same time the ‘* express ™
train from Edinburgh to King's Cross
jumped the Iine between Annitsford
and Cramlington. The engine and five
coaches overturned and caught fire.
No one was killed.

At Bishop’s Stortford a goods train
from Cambridge crashed info a pas-
senger (rain standing in the station.
The goods engine and two passenger
onches were derailed and the station
partlally wrecked. One body has been
recovered from the wreckage.

‘This morning an electric train from
Sclhurst, Tunning into Victoria Station,
fuiled to siop in time and collided
with & stationary coach.

At Hull on Monday night a ‘“volun-
teer” ron his engine into some sta-
tionary wagons.© He himself was
soverely injured.

These accidents—all within the space
of 24 lionrs—are a grim commentary,
on the claim of the companies and ihe
Government that something like a *“nor-
mal ”’ train service is being restored.

¢ Accidental death ” was the verdict
returned te-day nt the inguest on O, A.
Moon, a young engineer's draughts-
man, living at- Guildford. He volun-
tecred to act 0§ o passenger guard on
an electric railway, stepped on a live
rail, and -was instantly killed.
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THE BRITISH WORKER

No Breach In

Our United Front

WINSTON, THE
SUPPBEESOB

Commons and Appeal to
the Churches

PAPER FOR “B.W.”?

The Government’s official news-
paper came in for criticism at Mon-
day’s sitting of the House of Com-
mons. Why, members asked, had
the British Bioadcasting Company
and lhe British Gaselle suppressed
the appeal made by the Archbishop
of Canterbury and other leaders of

'LOCAL TRANSPORT
COMMITTEES

The General Council asks all
local Transport Committees that
have been set up, to forward the
name and address of their secre-
tary, and place of meeting to the

Nationai Transport Committes,
Unity - House, Euston-road, Lon-
don, N.W.

the Churches after the Lambeth
meeting last Friday? Mr., LrLovp
Georcy cspevially pressed for an
answer to this guestion.

Mr. CyuncHiLL, as edilor, said it
was not to be expectod that the British
Gazette could be conducted under pre-
sent conditions without muny mis-
talkes. The paper had to be set up
slowly by amateurs. He disclaimed
reapousibility for the B.B.O.

The *° British Worker”’

Would newsprint be ralioned im-
partinlly? M.P.s asked. Wonld the
blication of the Brirmn WoRrker

e permitied? -

The pablication of the Brimisn
Wonuer, Mr. Churchill replied, was
«a matter for tho lHome Office. As for
newsprint, the embargo had fallen on
the Bririsu Wonkew as on other
papers.  When supplics werq betler,
the Burrisu Wonrker might have some
consideration.

The wages paid to special constables
wpro tho subject of° a breezy inter-
change, Government sppportars ask-
ing why miners could not join the
‘¢ specials,”” and Labour supporters re-
torting that the others should go and
work in mines.

H.UR. SOLIDARITY

———— e

** Reporis from every centre indicato
strongth fully maintained : no signs
of weakemng, * 18 the officinl summary,
based ou messagos from hundreds of
branches, of the position with regard
to the National Union of Railwayamen.

Reports that men have returned to
work at different centres have proved
to bo entirely without foundation,

MORE DISASTROUS
Disastrous as the Q@eneral Strike
may be, it is the symplom of some-
thing moro disaslrous—the unequal
distribution of wealth.—Dr, Gregg,
the Protestant Archbishop of Dublin,
in a sormon yesierday.

STRIKING SNAPSHOTS

Little Views and Reviews of Posiﬁon
All Along the Line

A remarkable revelation of the cheerful determination of the
ranle and e Lo hold on for victory is alforded by the latest of the
daily reports received at'the headquarters of the various unions,

~and by reports from our own correspondents,

marised below.

Consolidation expresses the posi-
tion at Southampton. Every sector
on this united front is being lirmly
held amd strengthened. [

Nowliere is there the slightest sign
of weakness, and the strikers are
enlisting public sympathy in an ever-
increasing degree.

Not a single liner has been moved
in the docks,

Oxford University Labour Club lhas
callected over £60 fom strilce relief.

Wimbledon Strikers’ wives will hold
s mass meeting in St. Andrew's Hall,
on Thursdny, af 2.30.

All is peaceful in the Aberdare
Valley, where uot s singlo case of
disorder is reporled by the police.

At Abertridwr and Senghenydd
(South Wales), where all is quick,
concerts of o high standard are being
given daily and largely altended by
the miners. i

Northamplon bool trude is begin-
ning o feel the effect of the stoppage.
One factory closed on Monday, and
others are expected o couse work
during the week. ;

An open-nir meeting in l.'b\e middles.
class area of lhe Quecn’s Park, Glas-
gow--where thers is not even one
trado union brunch—resulted in a col-
lection of .£15 for the miners,

All the men arresled in connection
with distnrbances at TPreston on
Saturdny proved to be non-strikers.
The local Strike Commitlteo is prini-
ing o daily sheet, and the Bruirisy
Wonker is being eagerly read.

Transport workers' throughout the
whole country are a united army, and
from the various areas wonderful en-
thugiasm prevails. Qut of 40,000
passenger workers in the metropolitan
area not one has relwrned to, work,

which are sum-

Boilermaliers and c.oppm-smiths lave
joined the stoppage at Southwmpton.

''he Co-opetative Society at Crewe is

making arrangements to  benefit  the.

atrvikers.
A large number of non-unienists at

Sheflield_ have enrolled in their appro-|

priate union and joined the strikers.

The proprietor of the Abbey Picture
Palace, Merton, has placed that lall
at the sirikers’ disposal for daily mect-
ings free of charge.

‘“ We are digging in deeper than
over ' says the secrstary of King's
Liynn Tocal Trades Council, where con-
certs, dances and footbull matches are
in full swing. .

A motor-cyclist who travelled 400
miles, from Hull to London and back,
for copies of the Brrrisn WORKER, re-
ports  ‘‘ everything satisfactory all
along the line.”

Merthyr Tydfil Borough Council,
which has o Labour majority, is
going to deal with the feeding of
school childrgn. Communal kitchens
havo been set up.

The B.B.¢. statement that tramway-
men at Bradiord had gone back to work
is denied by the 'Crades Council, the
socretary of which body says that the
situation is as ‘‘ sound as a bell.”

The position at Lincoln could not be
better. Special constables recruited
from the Labour Movement are on
duty, and concerts aud cricket matches
aro held daily. At Sleaford unmar.
ried men have given their sirike pay
to married men with large families,

The wives of strikers at Swindon
are holding social gatherings and
assisting in various ways. Ioetball,
cricket and varions other formns of
recreation are arranged for the mmon
who are out. Wills’ tobacco factory
:ud other firms have had lo close

own,

The General Council does NOT challenge the

Constitution.

It is not seeking to substitute unconsti-

tutional government.

Nor is it desirous of undermining our
Parliamentary institutions.

The sole aim of the Council is to secure
for the miners a decent standard of life.

The Council is engaged in an Industrial

dispute.
In any settlement,

the only issue to be

decided will be an industrial issue, not political,

not Constitutional.

There is. no Constitutional crisis.

MOVING FINGER
WRITES

Local Election Poll Gives
Victory for Workegs

CHISWICK’S CHOICE

An indication of the remarkable
swing of public opinion in favour of
the strikers W gthcoming  from
Chiswick, where, in a by-clection on

Monday for the Urban District
Gouncil, Mr. A. R. Brown, the
Labour candidate, won, by 1,041

votes against 377 for a Goverpnent
CARS WAKTED

Although those members of the
Movement who have motor-cars
have responded wonderfully to the
appeal which was made at the

" beglnning of the disputs, still

- more vehicles are roquired if the
work of the General Council is not
to he hampored. ‘Offers of assist-
ance should be made to the Trans- -
port Department, at T.U.C. Head-
quarters, 33, Eccleston-square,
London, S.W.1.

L pessm

supporter. The vaeancy was caused
by the deuth of Mr. 1. A, King, w ho
was also u supporter of the Govern-
ment. A third candidate polled 133
votes.

The late Mr. King, when ho won
tho seat, polled 994 against a Labour
candidate’s 522,

Monday’s result, therefore, reveals
a substantinl movement of public
opinion away from the Governnent
and in favour of tha workers.

Tha result iz all the more significant
in view of the fact that this arca is
not wholly, -or even predominantly. of
a working class character.

FIGHT AGAINST SLAVERY

Mr. Vernon Hartshorn on Nature

of Strike

Several meetings were addressed in
the mining districls of Glamorgan
yesterday by Mr. Vernon Hartshorn, &
who declared that there was not an
atom of truth in the suggestion that
tho slvike was revolulionary. 1t was
a grand protest against the attempt
to impose sluvery on the miners,

BUILDING TRADES AND
THE STRIKE

P e

For the purpose of dealing ex-
peditlously with matters as they
arlso, the General Council have
asked the Executive of the Build-
lng Trades Federation to advise
'Sn the Issuing of orders; dealing

vith interpretations and any
ther questions in connection with
the Building Trade. This Ad-
visory Committes will report daily
to the General Council,

All querles should he addressed
to them at Faderal House, Cedars.
road, Clapham, 8.W.4, Telegrams:
“ Enefbeto Clapcom,” London.
*Phones: Latchmere 5891/2.



THE BRITISH WORKER .

A Triumph of Organisatibn

MISTAKE WOULD
MEAN DEATH

Man Who Winds Miners
Into the Pit

OFFERED 46/- A WEEK !

Ouae of the most responsible jobs
at a coal mine is that of the winding
engineman who works the giant
machinery that moves the gages of
men and coal up and down the pit.

He must not make o mistake. 'The
lives of men ure at his mercy as the
vages bang suspended in Lhe pit. An
crrovanay mean swift death to 60 men.
© No wonder that *“ the winder ” is
vsually a grave-fucels man, slow of
gpeech and deliberate of action.

And his wage? In Durham, for ex
ample, his present rate is 11s. 6d. a
day. For a full week’s work that
means 63s. 3d. Not exactly a Cabinet
Minister’s salary !

The mineowners wint to pay him
8s. 5d. a day, equal to 46s, 34d, a
week, a reduction of 178, a week.

33s. 9d. FOR JOINERS

What ef other skilled craftamen who
work at the pit top? Here are some
Durtham figures showing the present
wage of the owners® terms for a full
wok —

Present Owpers’
ngq. Terms,

) a d 8 d.
Locu. Drivers w 499 0 35 9
Loco. Firemen ... vor 42 2 30 8
Blackemiths, * Joiners,

Phunbers, Masons, eto.f 46 8 'i3 9
Viateluyors ... " 07 43 4 30 11

r'l'lw (Coul Commission
of craftsmen in the building indusby
as 73s. 5d. tod735. 10d. a %veek N"c,)
one cun regard these figures as high,
but they help to show the depthsbto
which stmilar workers at the mines
would be plunged if the mincowncrs
had their way. L

gave the wages

*“SPIRIT WONDERFUL »

T'ransport Workers’ Branches
Cheery Reports

“ Al solid—spirit  wonderful—con-
duct of the men leaves nothing to be
desired,” is the purport of messages
which continue to pour into the head-
%mrlers of the Transport and General

orkers’ Union from  branches
throughout the country.

The reports afford remarkable in-
stances of the underhand means which
are being adopted by the authorities in
the hopa of defeating the strike,

Lickets in the South of England re-
port that many lorries

blacklegs or material other than food
whilo af Hull the introduction of black.
leg labour has led to safety men coming
out on strike.

The Secretary of the Liverpool
Trades Council says that the position
in that city is splendid.

-y

WEATHER

Cold and showery generally.

Moderate south-westerly

winds, Thunder locally.
Bright intervals,

labelled * Food- |
stufis ’ have been found to contain |-

BUSY SCENES AT STRIKE
HEADQUARTERS

How the Day’s Work is Dealt With
. Rapidly and Efficiently

Une of 't!m most wonderful features
of the strilke has been the rapid de-
velopment of the central organisation.

Eecleston-square, where the offices of
the 'I'U.C. are’ situated, has been
transferred from a sleepy residential
square inlo one of the busiest spols in
the country.

Every few minules dgspatch riders
are arriving or departing, bringing and
taking news, instructious and informa-
tion to Lhe different areas, Cars with
deputations, officials, members of com-
mittees and volunteers, arc also going
to and fro in continual procession.

Everything is quiet and orderly,
everyone doing his or her job without
confusion or complaint.

Calm and Collected

All this organisation has been de-
veloped gince the st actual day of the
strike.  Volunleers have poured 1,
offering  their services, their cars
cycles, and molor-cycles.

Within the building the Generai
Council, the supreme body of the con-
trol of all phases of the strike, conducts

partment, which prepares from them a
bird’s-eye view of the whole situation
for Lhe information of the {ull Gencral
Council. 3

Closely linked with Intelligene is
the Publicity Department, whics pre-
pares from the reports summacius ‘oi
the frequent *‘Balleting > that are
issued; also matter for use .in the
Brrrisy Worker, and for reference
and propaganda purposes. 8

Tho transport section works in close
conjunction with' these two sections,
and, in addition to handling the in.
coming ‘and outgoing despatches and
communications, is respounsible for the
trunsport of slaff, officials, aud others
on strike businuss.

‘T'he hundreds of pecple who are con-
tinually arriving for advice, assistance
and -instruction, are sorted out by wn
Interviewing Committee, . Often this
commitiee is ablo {o deal with the
questions raised ; if not, the visitors are
sent to the appropriate commitles or
official.

Smooth Working

_Last, bat perhaps the mwost import-
ant, is the Negotiating Committes,

its business with the same methodical
precision and coolness.

For couvenience and administration,
the<General Conucil has been organised’]
inlo various committees. Most im-
portant of these from the point of view
of the strike is what is known as the
‘* Strike  Organisatlon  Committee.”
Mr. Erncst, Bevin and Mr. A. A. Pur
cell, M.P., are in charge of this com-
mittee, and they deal with all ques-
tions from the areas and with strike
conduct policy.

The reports that are, continually
arriving -from all parts of the country
are first handled by an intelligence de-

presided over by the Chairman of Lhe
1Council, Mr. Arthur Pugh. This com
pities denls awith the questions of high
policy Lhat arise; its work is carried
on f consultation with the Miners’
Federulion Executive and the full body
of the General Council.

The complete and smooth running.
arganisation is o wonderful tribute to
the abilily of members of the (General
Council, especially when it isremem-
bered fhat they were organised tor
peace and not for war,

Strikers throughout the country may
be confident that their affuire are in
safe, sano, and capable hands.

RIGHT TO STRIKE

P LA =
K.C. Cannot Understand Sir
John Simon’s Reasoning

“The right. to strike is now recog-
nised by lawyers as part of our com-
mon, as well as statute, law, and is
firmly embedded in our constitution.”

In these words Mr, Craigie Aitchi-

Typlsts and other clerical
workers oan asslst us by
typing and dupiloaling contents
of “British Worker  to securs
widest possible publicity.

son, K.O., replies to Sir\ John Bimon
in' the Edinburgh strike bulletin.
Declaring that this is a right irre-
spective of the number of strikers, Mr.
Aitchison says he cannot follow the
reasoning of Sir John Simen.

FOR THE MINERS
A oollection of £32 was realised for

SPREARING THE NEWS
e
An Inspiring Motor Tour in the
West Midlands

During a four days’ motor tour over
a large area of the West Midlands
(wriles o correspondent), I found every-
whore an intense hunger for news, The
spirit of the trade unienisls was won-
derful, their solidarity unbelievable;
but they s"mply ached to know how
things were going clsewhoro,

I was one of a puir of speakers
travelling from fown to town to spread
the. nsws of the strike. No evangelist
ever had warmer receplions.

Perhaps the most extraordinary
incident was at Crewe, where we were
met by a mile-long procession with
bands snd banners and the streets
were lined with people six or eight
deep. An immense audienco filled the
foothall grouund completely.

A FULL NEST
Thousauds of people took part in a
demonstration on Norwich football
ground. Mr. W. Smith, one of the
speakers, jocularly referred to tha

the miners’ fand at a Clapham Com-
mon demonstration

gathering as a recard for * The Neat,”
the nickname of the ground.

700 MILES TRIP:
“ALL QUIET”

American Correspondents’
Impressions

TRIBUTES TO MEN

An American corgespondent has
sent Lo one of the leading news-
‘papers in Chicago an account of a
700 miles trip he took at the weck-
end through England’s chief indus-
trial districts. He found all quict.

Many, owners of factories frankly ad-
mifted to the correspondent that they
uever believed the. mon would obey
their unions to the extent lhey did.

‘“ When the strike was ordered,”
stated’ the manager of the Wolseley,
Motor-car Factory, ““all the men
downed tools and walked out. Many
who have been employed by us ever
gince we slarted had tears in - tacic
oyes. They shook haunds, saying they,
hoped for the sake of everybodythat
the strike would soon -be over, but
thay felt it was their duly to obey,
orders from headquarters and to heqp
the nriners to win their fight.”

‘“ We refused the offer of the police
to guard our factory,’’ stated the man-
ager of the Randall shoe plant, ** be-
cause we kmow our own men will see
that no harm is done.”

* Church attendance,” says lhe cur-
respondent, ‘‘ in all industrial towns
was greater than usual. The attrtude

of the Church of Ewgland is un-
doubtedly  encouraging  for  the
strikers.”

Another American  corvespondent
wrote : — * The  pleasunt  winding
roads of KEngland ar: lined with

attractive country houses and beauti.
ful ancient manor houses in woll-kept
large gardems, which imdicale the
presenco of gurdeners, assistant gar<
deners, valets, grooms and bullers,

“ Between these beauliful estates
there are industrial towns with gloomy,
poor, dirty-looking two-storey stone
or brick houses sheltering thousands .
of poor but not unhappy looking work-
mern.

““ They have all abandoned work
and they seem determined to carry.
on, So far as I can gather from what

‘I I have seen up to now Dnglish indus-

trial life is at a slandstill,”

BOOT-MAKERS’ RALLY

Great Leicester Meeting on

Thursday
A great rally will be held in Teices-
ter on Thursday of all boot und shoe

operatives.

A ion headed by brass bands
will leave the centre of the city at 6
p.m., and march with banners to the
Do Montfort Hall.

The ting will be 1 by
Mr, T. F. Richards, general president
of the union; Mr, H, Baum, and
Mr. D. McCarthy (union organisers),

GET TO GRIPS
Congratulating the Trade Union
Movement on its firm stand, the Cam-
bridge University Labour (lub urges:
that the Government should advance
actively nogotintions between ths
parties.

1]
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THE BRITISH WORKER

Real Truth’ Of Coal Negotiations

SERVICE

The Body of Lubour, of live flesh
and blood, g

\Was driven ioo hard, and [ell flat
with a thud; .

Und iwhen the State lacked the full
power of its hand,

1A Skelelon Service abpeared in the
land.

There awas Skeleton Service of
tramway and Yain,

‘A Skeleton Bus-Service
again;

The Bones of a syslem were seen
‘here and there,

But the sinews and sirength of the
Body were where?

The body of men, for the Body of
Man,’

Stood firm while the Skeleton Ser-
vices ran—

For the Body of Labour was aslked
to cngage

Its sinews and strenglh at a Skele-
ton Wage. L

‘And who that has fathemed the lean
shifts which lurl

In the struggle to rear a man's body
to work,

Can blame " hiin for blunting lhe
Capital Knife

T'hat would pare him lo Skeloton
Service for life?

rattled

TOMFOOL.

WIRELESS AGAIN!

—————ee

N.U.R. Branch Contradic's Food
Ships Story

1t was staled on the wireless on
Sunday that six food ships liad been
discharged at Immingham Docks aud
that 14 'others were waiting in the
river to be discharged.

In contradiction of this rumour the
locil branch of the N.U.R. has wired
to Unity House :—  °

““No ships are in dock and none
are in Lhe river. The only ships
that have ontered the dock since

Monday are the s, Lab, with a

cargo of iron ove, the a.8. Whit-

waod, which is waiting for coal at

No. 3 hoist, and onc vessol that has

been at Immingham for iwo wecks

awniting repairs,’”

Trahsport and General
Workers’ Union

(Message from the Execu-
tive Council and Officers
to Our Members.)

The might of Governmants
cannot defeat men who are In
the right.

Remaln calm and undaunted.
Do not he proveked to disorder.
Our passive -resistance Is In-
vinclhle.

We shall gontinue steadfast In
our stand for justice and right.

Hold fast. We must see the
miners through.

(Signed)

HARRY GOSLING
ERNEST BEVIN

MR. A. PUGH’S
 STATEMENT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE _

affiliated Lo Congress to take their decision upon the coursc Lo he adopted
in supporting the miners to resist the demands made upon them.

The decision of the Conference held on Thursday, April 28, was one
of supporting the miners and instructing the General Council to proceed
with negotiations with a view to an amicable settlement, but ‘subject to
the condition that the threat of a lock-out must be removed so that nego-
tiations could be carried on under proper conditions. It was under these
instructions that the Negotiating Committee of the Council proceeded
with its efforts on the Thursday evening, and continued during the
following day. 4

It is significant, in view of the statenient of Sir Douglas Hogg as to the
Government’s excuse for breaking off final negotiations, that the Qencral
Council. Committee persisted in its efforts until nearly midnight _on
Friday, April 30, despito the fact that, while this was proceeding, scores
of thousands of men throughout the comlfield had already been locked
out. The Committee failed to induce the Government to get the notices
withdrawn, or to depart from their attitude of domanding, as a pre-
liminary condition to megotiations, that the mniners must definitely agree
to a wages reduction.

Despite the request that had .been inade by the miners in their enrliest
discussions with the Mineowners’ Association that they should be informed
of what was proposed in the form of reductions, it was not until the
afternoon of Friday, April 30, when tlis lock-out was actually operating, .
that proposals’ were received through the Prime Minister, which involved
a substantinl all-round reduction of wages and an incrense of hours to eight .

per shift.
REFUSAL TO WITHDRAW NOTICES

Our Conference of Trade Union Executives was kept waiting hour after
hour during the whole of* Friday. Al midnight we had to report that, not-
wilhstanding all our efforts, it had been found impossible to give effect Lo
their resolution to get the lock-out notices withdrawn.  Negotintions had
completely broken down, and as the majority of the men had already been
locked out, nothing remained but to give ihe fullest support to the miners
in resisting the atrocious demands which had heen made upon them under
tho pressure of the lock-out. The Confgrence on the following day decided
on o course of definite action in support of the miners. At the snme time

the Genaral Council intimated to the Brime Minister that, even at thai -

stage, they were ready to make a further gffort at negotiations.

The result was a mesting of our CGommiltee with-ropresentatives of the
Government on Saturday night, and in the early hours of Sunday morning
the Government representatives submitted the following formula for our
consideration:—

“The Prime Minister has satisficd himsclf as a result of the con-
versations he has had with the rqpresentatives of the Trades Union
Congress that, if negotiations are continued (it being understood that
the notices cease to be operati ve), the rcpresentatives of the Trades
‘Union Congress are confident that a settloment cen be reached on the
lines of the Report within a fortnight.”

‘The Trade Union representatives agreed to arrange to discuss the situa-
tion with their full body as well as with the Miners’ Excentive. Qwing to
the {atter having left London to be present in their digtricts to nde'ise
their members in consequence of the lock-out having come into operation, not
oxpecting anything to transpire that would require their presence during the
Sunday, our Committea found that the Miners' Executive were not avail-
able, but immediately telegraphed to them to return to London.

SUNDAY NIGHT'S ULTIMATUM

Meanwhile, the discussions with the Government vepresentatives wets
reported to the General Council, and consideration given to the formmls
referred to. This having been done, an intimation was eent to the Govern-
ment that our Committee desired a further meeting to discuss the situation.
‘The meeting took place on Bunday avening, and we intimated that while we
could accept the ormula iw principle, there were certnin of ils terms which
our General Council required should be further considered.

Arising from this many exchanges of opinion took place ns to a suiluble
formula. As the miners’ representatives were now present in the building
we left the Government representatives so thut we could consult the miners,
and were actually making an_arrangement when, without warning, we ie-
coived the ultimatum of the Gover t that in ec of what had
trapspired with the Daily Mail newspaper, and that, nas certain of the
Unions had advised their members wi
broken off.

1 desire to make special reference to the statement by Sir Donglas Hgéi;f

which reads as follows:—

“Tn the course of a two hours’ discussiori, the Trade Uuion I.eH&’eféiﬁl
dictated what they stated to be the utmopt they were prepared to’ subilu‘it i

to the miners. It was in these words:— S

¢ We will urge the miners to authorise us to enter on a discusslon
with the understanding that they and we accept the Report as a basis of
settlement, and we approach it witlithe knowledge that it may inkolye
some reduction of wages.’ With this. resolution in their pockets tlla

Congress representatives went off to consult with the miners, who By"fl;ll_i A b
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rogard to a strike, negotintions wera -

PRINTERS STAND
FIRM -

What Natsopa Says
About It

Mambera of the National Sociely of
Operative Printers and Assigtants
(Igatsopa) are remaining steadfast all
over the country (writes Mr. George A.
Isaacs, general secretary). IFrantio
efforts are being made to get some of
them to return tp work. Higher wages
and a job for life gre some of the iny
ducements held out. Gqvernment pro-
tection is eagerly offered to them, but
without avail. ©* ', L

One member 'only in Loadon has
ratted and gone Yo work, :

Stories are circilated that our Cleri-
cal Section mémbers are returning to.
work in large numbers. It is not true.
Our Clerical Bection is as loyal and
determined as all other sections. Al-
thouﬁh the last organised they are mn
the fight with the same spirit as the

‘rest.

. Carry on, comrades! Wear your
Natsopa Badge and be proud of it.

Continued from previous column
time had got Back to town, and the
Ministers on their side returned to
report to the Cabinet.”

he foregoing statement, I have no
hesitation in sayjng, is o gross mis-
representation of the facts. While, as
I bave indicaled, the malter was ex-
plored hy the mecting, no such formula
was ever dictated by the Trade Union
representatives, nor assented to by
them or in their possession.

The only formula was that writlen by

vernment representatives,
quoted above and handed to us in the
early hours of Sunday morning. It
was this which we proceeded to discuss
with the miners, - and upon which we
were making progress towards an
arrangement when the Government’s
ultimatam put o stop to the proceed-
ings.

I repeat, and I defy contradiction,
(1)  that the Dbreakdown of the
negotiations was, in the first instance,
due to the failure of the Govern-
ment to obtain o withdrawal of the
lock-out notices, and its insistence
upon a prior agresment by the miners
to accept a reduction in wages as a
preliminary to giving effect o the
terms of the Commission’s Report by -
negotiations; (2) that the second "ai-
tempt on the part of the General Coun-
cil to get negotiations on foot was de-
feated by the action of the Government
in closing the door to mnegotiations
while we were actually disoussing
arrangements with the Miners' Exocu-
tivo—and this because of the action
taken by the printers in regard to the
Daily Mail, an action which was quita
unknown to our representatives while
we were in the Government building,
and which was promptly repudiated s

"{ soon as the facts were brought to cur

notice.
I leave it to the public to deécids
whether, in the ‘statement which ay-
ears in the ‘(Government publication,
ir Douglas Hogg has justified the titls
to his artlele ¥ “Phe Truth of the Caidl
Negotiations.” - ARTHUR PUGH.
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