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NOTE: This pamphlet is a response to male-domination in the East/
West social systems of capital accumulation. It is produced fram
a male perspective and thus contains conscious and unconscious
emphasis on the male viewpoint, but the sexism of stalinoc-lenin-
ist ideology can hardly be obscured by a defective presentaticn.

Leninism, like corporate capitalism, has the notion that per-
sons are "things" to be controlled, manipulated, bought and sac-
rificed to maintain and support a present or future ruling group.
Leninist vanguard parties, in power or out, almost universally
condern love for one of the same sex as a transitory byproduct of
capitalism, instead of seeing it as one basic way of relating to
people. "Socialist" states recognize that the breakdown of het-
erosexuality and the monogamous ideal will threaten the breakdown
of the family (that "factory for the reproduction of dominant
cultural patterns" — Reich), and with it threaten these states
with a population no longer held in check by authoritarian condi-
tioning and respect for power and tradition. A growing few len-
inist sects in the Western imperialist countries already consid-
er recruitment fram and "infiltration" of the gay liberation
movement as a potential method for building their organizations.
Obviously this tactic will succeed only to the extent that gay
organizations follow the leninist model (dogma, hierarchy, mani-
pulation) and to the extent that their members are colonized by
bourgeois and leninist behavior patterns (acceptance of intellec—
tual fmoral/physical authority, puritanism, uncritical abedience) .
Similarly, the still-marginal trend in Western society to end 1g-
gal and social oppression of homosexuals is widening -- but only
to the extent that homosexuals adopt the moral values of straight
society, play the roles, accept the "right" of straight society
to reproduce itself, in other words restrict gay liberation ko
the bedroanm.

The capitalists want to make us believe that if we are not
happy with life it is because we are at fault for failing to get
a satisfying job and for failing to practice the bourgeois eth-
ical code. The leninists want to make us believe that their
Workers' Government is a big improvement over the capitalist way
of running things. Nonetheless, we who sell our time to either
aren't making decisions, either about how we go about our jobs
or whether what we're producing or doing is even worth producing
or doing. We fail to rebel against these conditions in part be-
cause we have been conditioned since birth to play narrow sexual
roles and to accept the legitimacy of parental and social author—
ity. If people really were free and happy, would they seek self-
fulfillment, for example, in (1) participating in a global war
industry, (2) converting millions of trees into millions of tons
of paper for advertising and administrative purposes, (3) being
salespeople or East/West bureaucrats to push that same paper a-
round, (4) being academic apologists for the necessity and vir-
tue of the above activities? The fact that everywhere we are
willing to play these and many other roles for global capitalism
shows how little control we actually have over our lives.

Are we to overthrow East/Mest control of our personal rela-
tionships without overthrowing that same control of our social-
productive lives?? One is impossible without the other, just as
there is an indissoluble iink between love and creativity. Down
with the Mac Tse-tung/Pepsi Cola/Billy Graham axis!

April, 1975




couraged with all "your might the maintenance of
the virile image of the worker; you have said
that revolution would be the work of a manly,
rugged proletariat.

Do you know what it is like, for a young wor-
ker, to be a closet homosexual? Do you know, you
who believe in the virtuous influence of the fac-
tory, what the person who is treated as a faggot,
by his friends at work, goes through?

We know, because we know cne another, because
we alone can know. We are, with wamen, the moral
door-mat on which you wipe your conscience.

We are saying here that we've had enough, that
you won't smash our faces any longer, because we
will defend ourselves, that we will lead an of-
fensive on your racism against us even as far as
language.

We are saying more: we will not stop at de-
fending ourselves, we are going to attack.

We are not against "straights", but against
"straight" society. You ask: "What can we do for
you?" You can't do anything for us as long as
each one of you remains the representative of
straight society, as long as you refuse to see
all the secret desires that you have repressed.
You can't do anything for us as long as you don't
do anything for yourselves.

Front Homosexuel d'Action Revolutionnaire

thansfated by Lowes Larderson

ON
HOMOSEXUALITY

Revolutionary Union

The following is the R.U. position on homo-
sexual ity and gay liberation. Our position on
homosexual ity and the gay |iberation movement
starts from an analysis of the concrete condi-
tions of life in the U.S.A. today. The problem
we direcT ourselves to is what is the correct
path to follow if we are to defeat imperialism
and establish socialism in this country, and
what role will homosexuals and gay |iberation
play in the revolutionary struggle. We will
deal first with our analysis of gay l|iberation.

The U.S.A. is an imperialist power on the
decline. |t is being attacked by rising revol-
utionary movements throughout the world and
within the U.S.A. ifself and it is facing in-
creased competit.ion from other imperialist pow-
ers. To maintain its wealth and power, the
ruling class is forced to increase its oppres-
sion and exploitation at home. Although [it]
hits hardest on Third World and working class
people, it is felt by almost everyone, includ-
ing large sections of the petfty bourgeocisie.
The alienation that people living in capitalist
society already feel is greatly intensified.
The ruling class attempts to hold back the ad-
vancing revolutionary movement by increasing the
contradictions between white and Third World

""WYou must be a man, and
only a man."

--=Fidel Castro, to launch purge of homosex~-
uals, 1965 & 3

Lo dkoidi, May TS Ta, 9ad, g 4

ARTICLE 154-a
Seaual intercourse between two men (homosexual-
ism) is punished by deprivation of |iberty from
3 to 5 years. The same, |f committad by using
violence or by abusing the subordinate position
of the victim, is punished by deprivation of
libarty from 5 to B years.




forefront of our lives. |If is a serious task.

"A revolution is not a dinner party, or writing
an essay or painting a picture." Because homo-
sexual relationships require so much ftime we have
found that homosexuals have had an extremely dif-
ficult time meeting the strenucus requirements of
a communist organization and they have often put
unnecessary burdens on their comrades.

Because we put class struggle first, we are
opposed to all relationships which are seen by
the people in them as the main source of their
well being or as a source of personal salvation.
It is extremely difficult to have fotally fulfil-
ling relationships in this sociefty and any at-
tempt to have one must be a fulltime job. As
things exist now, given the prevalent conditions
of relationships under capifalism, we see that
monogamous heterosexual relationships are by far
the most favorable for providing the grounds for
struggle, respect and love. And it is within
such relationships that Communists can best de-
vote their |ives to the enormous task ahead. |t
is important for us to deal with the reality that

Koreans generally have beautiful voices, and
it is really terrible to hear a good-locking
girl make hoarse sounds.

O Credfing SeveCufionaty Lifesptune and ATe, Kim 14 Surg, 1971,

e 18

+..[The opera A True Daughter of the Partyl por-
trays the herolc exploits of a nurse, Kang Yon
Ok, during the Korean war of 1950-53...Kang fi-
nally earns membership in the Korean Workers
(Communist] Party, only to die while protecting
others during an American air raid,

The nurse's dying words are: "'Comrade party
cell chairman, here®s the monthly party fee."...

The opera reaches |ts climax with the nurse's
death, the trooping of a huge red flag, a Morth
Karean battle victery in the distance, tracer
bullets, and & galwanic chorus == "Every mement
of our lives we will dedicate to our Feader]"

New Vout Times, Mag 19, 1972, g, 3

T rodl sun rises in fhe east: (B chewring and spplause of the masses sound like rhunder. Chr great teacher, prest leader,
n Al i

jreat suprese enmmdnder and great helmssan CBasnan Al aed bis chone comrabe-indrmn Comsrade Lin Piao revies
the army of the preal pradeinrias celiwul revibmion from Thn An Men Cote,  Thes are full of emergy amd  vitalits,
For Clevimnian Aan 19 by m wch good bealth fs (be greatest happiss of the Chisese people wod (he progle of fhe warld,

now exists, with the material conditions which
now exist. Utopian schemes for relationships
such as bisexuality will only disrupt our work.
We are not dealing with chimeras of the mind but
with a powerful enemy. Perhaps in some future
society bisexuality will blossom. That is not
for us to decide, and we certainly can't base
our lives and fhe revolutionary movement on such
experiments. |t is not a change in life style
that will overthrow imperialism, but a united
front led by the working class fighting in its
material interests.

When homosexuality is raised to a principle,
when the banner of "gay is good" is raised as a
strategy for defeating imperialism, then it be-
comes a reactionary force retarding fthe stfruggle
of the working class and of the people as a
whole. This is born ouft in both the theory and
the practice of the gay |iberation movement.

There has been a |of of confusion about the
relationship of women to the gay liberation
movement. Much of this confusion is based on



HAVAMA, May 27 (Reuters) The University of Hava-
ne has launched a campaign against homosexuslity.
Jalme Crombet, president of the Universlty Stu-
dent Federation, declared that inquests were go~
Ing to be opened by discipline committess Formed
by the students themse|ves, and that those who
were Found gullty would be dismissed immediately.

Some people believe that the campalgn Is not
to be limited to the University of Havana, but
must be extended [nto the artistic spheres, no-
tably to those of the theater and dance. ''What
is at stake s an Ideciogical battle sgainst all
forms of deviation in the heart of the University.
Gur goal Is the elimination of ail corrupted ela=
ments,'" added Hr. Crombet.

Le Monde, Yoy 28, 1985, o, 3

the fact that many sections of the petty bour-
geois women's movement of the sixfies concentra=
ted on the psychological aspects of the oppres-
sion of women, on the attitude of male chauvin-
ism. Women's oppression was caused by sexist
attitudes, by male chauvinist ideas which placed
women (and men) in certain well defined roles.

With such an analysis, parts of the women's
movement began to see that gay people were e-
qually oppressed by sexist attitudes and'gay re-
lationships equally distorfed by oppressive
roles. The oppression of women and gay people
were seen as rooted in tThe same cause: sexism.

What this analysis left out was the primary
cause of women's oppression, that is, fhe mate=
rial cause of their oppression. That is_why we
speak of male supremacy to speak of the tn§+ifu—
tional forms of oppression, and male chauvinism
as the ideology and psychological aftifudes
which are used to justify male supremacy. In
Marxist terminology they are related as base fo
superstructure. The oppression of women devel-
oped historically ouf of the division of |abor
of ancient slave society and continues today

In China...

Boes a tacitly "'engaged'’ couple ever make
love? "instances of premarital relations are
really rare," replied a doctor friend. "As for
actual promiscuity, it Is regarded as a devia-
tion requiring soclal discipline or, In re-
peated cases, reform in confinement. Extra-
marital Intercourse Is uncommon but 1t cccurs

GAY LIBERATION IS ANTI = WORKING
CLASS AND COUNTER REVOLUT|ONARY!

with the division of l|labor in capitalist soci-
ety. The oppression of women is based primarily
on material oppression due to their position in
production (reserve l|abor force, cheap labor, un-
paid labor in the home) and reproduction (as
mothers). Imperialism profits directly from the
oppression and exploitation of women. This is
not true for gay people. They are not materially
oppressed as a group, and the denial of their de-
mocratic rights does not secure great profits for
the ruling class.

The confusion of the fight for democratic
rights with a liberation sftfruggle is based on i-
dealistic, metaphysical understanding of oppres-
sion. To raise the slogan of "go gay and smash
the state" is to lead all people down the road of
certain defeat. The gay |iberation movement has
no class analysis of imperialism, it claims to be
above classes, attacking the "deeper" roots of
oppression. The roots of oppression are summed

During the susmer of 1965, for example, the rev=
olutionary authorities...started a cruel campaign
against homosexuals. They did not encumber them=
selves with theoretical explanations or Justifi-
cations but simply drafted “guilty" and suspects

more often than premarital intercourse.’

i utatinng, Tugay Saie, 1973, pe 96

Most of this contingent was made up of Intellec-
tuals -- Khrushchev had already said that only a

alike into UMAP (Military Units to Ald Production).

homosexual could be an abstract painter -- and
the purge at Havana University had been specially
severe. But in contrast to what usually happens
in soclallst countries, the Cuban Union of Writ-
ers and Artists [UNEAC), far from applauding the
wisdom of the political lesders, had sent them a
very bitter letter of complaint. Fidel heeded
their appeal and the UMAPs were dissolved.
Gucrnilias im Power, K.5. Kawf, 1978, p. 395



[Alexandra Kollontal] declared that for her a man
was merely a necessity, llke a glass of water for
a thirsty person. And she drank from many glass=
es, often from several at once. Stalin despised
her for this...5talin never would shake hands
with her. He will never forget nor condone her
glass-of -water theory.

1 was Stalin's Bodgguond, Acheed Amba, 1951, p. T

up in the fundamental contradiction in capitalist
society, that between the petty bourgecisie and
the working class. In reality, gay | iberation is
anti-working class and counter revolutionary.

l+s attacks on the family would rob poor and
working class people of the most viable social u-
nit for their survival and for the revolutionary
struggle against the imperial ist system. The

only real |iberation, the only road to real hap-
piness for homosexuals - like all people caught
in the mire and muck of bourgeois decadence - is

+o eliminate the reactionary, roffing system that
drives them to homosexualify; and to build a new
society, under the rule of the working class,

that promotes working class culture and ideology -

HOMOSEXUALS ARE PEOPLE CAUGHT IN
THE MIRE AND
MUCK OF
BOURGEOIS
DECADENCE.

WE MUST PROMOTE
WORK ING CLASS CULTURE
AND 1DEOLOGY!

R B PYRE R
Lol Rt - A ¥

the principles of equality, cooperation and the
dignity of collective labor = in opposition to
gelfishness, self-indulgence and the decadence of
individualism and exploitative relations.

The practice of gay |iberation bears ouf its
énfi—working class ideology. An example of this
is a demonstration called by the National Organ-
ization of Women in N.Y.C. last August. Although
N.O.W. is petty bourgeois it does have progres-
sive aspects. At this rally, Third World women
who had led the struggle of maids at Columbia U-
niversity against discrimination in hiring and
firing were scheduled to speak. Lesbian activists
attacked the speakers' stand and seized the mi-
crophone because no Lesbians had been on the pro-
gram. This destroyed the rally and held back the

!



| then pulled a gaffe by asking if sexual re-
lations outside marriage were common in wiew of
the trend to late marrisge, Yu, glancing about
in embarrassment at the other Chinese who had
crowded into the dispensary out of curfosity,
Jost hls temper with me for the first and only
time and snapped: "That's a silly guestion."
But ke put 1t to the doctor and nurse, who sald
that amarital relations were rar
Junknsy Beteren P

Sagmie

unity of the women's movement.

Gay women also played a destructive role in
N.Y. in recent planning for a rally around |nter-
national Women's Day. All groups present agreed
on only raising slogans concerning the democratic
rights of women such as daycare and free abor-
tion. The fragile unity which exisfted befween
the participating groups was destroyed when fhe
gay women refused fo take parf in any demonstra-
tion which didn't "raise support for gay libera-
+ion" as a slogan. Many of the Third World women

1, . Nearly 20% of [homosexuals] attempt sui-
cide, [however] 60% do not want to be trmated in
any way because they consider thelr own condition
to be narmal.

"The most highly recommended methad of treat=
ment In such cases is a combination of hypnosis
and small doses of apomorphine, which produces
nausea, The patient is not told about the effect
of the drug, but when ft is at its height he is
shown [homosenual] pictures and films to accom-
pany the acute nausea. This aversion treatment
s given several times but the resul ts appear to
be doubtful...At best 1t only produces a tempo=
rary cure.''

—--Abram Malseyevich Svyadosch in Female
Sexopathology, Moscow, 1975
Gy Naws, Sept. T1-25, Frd, p. S

in the group were dismayed at the blatantly anti-
working class and national chauvinist character

of the gay group.

The R.U. supports the democratic rights of gay
people under capitalism but we do not feel that
the Attica Brigade has fo take a stand on this
question. Although we support these democratic
rights, we do not do so in an abstract way. We
oppose the arbitrary use of laws against homo-
sexual ity and we oppose bourgeois methods of
treating homosexuals as "criminals". We do not

THE ONLY ROAD TO
REAL HAPPINESS
FOR HOMOSEXUALS

SYSTEM THAT
DRIVES THEM

IS TO TO HOMO-
SEXUALITY,

ELIMINATE THE...

uphold any so-called general abstract "right to
be homosexual'". To make a comparison with reli-
gion - we support the democratic rights of peop-
le to exercise freedom of religion, but we

wou ldn't support the right of some Jesus-freak
sect to proselytize in working class neighbor-
hoods, but we would support a Black Musl|lim being
brutalized in prison. We support the democratic
right of free speech, but we don't support the
racial demagogues.

PEKING, Sept. 17 (AFP) A Chinese peasant who
had himself sterilized "in order to consecrate
all his energies ta the construction of socialism
in China," has been warmly congratulated by Mr,
Fnuu—ar—'_ai in public according te Communisf
Vouth (the official organ of the League of Young
Communists) In its issue of Seprember 1...

CommweisL Vouth and Vouth's Daify, ancther
official publication of the League of Young Com-

munists, discuss the matter of birth control at
great length and advise thelr readers to marry as
late as possible, if they absolutely have to re-
Ject celibacy...The League of Yourg Communists
also publishes numerous letters from both sexes
that proclaim thelr decision to remain celibate
and chaste.

b, 1988, .



SECTION 111 B children . . . 2nd class
ARTICLE 12: To Institute a "Motherhood Hedal' -- 9 children . . . st class
st and Ind class =- for award to mothers who ARTICLE th: To establish that maothers who have

given birth to and brought wp 10 children shall
receive the title of honor “Heroine Hather'' with
& children . . . Ist class medal award of the Order Hercine Mother and certificate
ARTICLE 13: To establish the Order ‘Motherhood of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
Glory' -- lst, 2nd and 3rd clags == for award to U.5.5.R,
mothers who have given birth to and brought up: -=The Family Law of July 8, 1944
7 children . . . 3rd class Th Family in the U.5.5.%., fudoff Schiepinger, 1943, p. 37037

As Communists, we are always guided by the
revolutionary principle: to promote, defend and
fight for whatever builds The unity of the pro-
letariat and the people in struggle against mo-
nopoly capitalist rule; to expose, oppose and
struggle against everything that divides, demor-= |
alizes and weakens the proletariat and The over-
all anti-imperialist struggle.

Our position can be summarized in three main
points:

(1) Homosexuality in the U.S. today is an in-
dividual response to the infensification of the
confradictions brought about by decaying imperi-
alism; in particular it is a response to the con-
+radiction between men and women which is rooted
in male supremacist institutions and male chau-
vinist ideology. Because homosexualitfy is rooted
in individualism it is a feature of pefty bour-

have given birth to and brought up:
5 children . . . Znd class medal

~tgasaney

Homos exuals
cannot be
COMMUNISTS!

HOMOSEXUALITY
1S BASED ON
PETTY BOURGEOIS
IDEOLOGY .

LOS ANGELES=-A gay communist group was denied Movement, voted for inclusion of the gay e n-
participation in an October [1974] demonstration gent. 8 SR
Tn support of Puerto Rican independence, The The reactionary elements dragged out the . 1
Lavendar & Aed Union learned of the demonstra- hoary arguments: that the :l‘\;rr-;:nl.ll. -.- |.; ;;;a
tian, 5;><':|ns|:r:¢ by the Puerto Rican 5olldarity had never been canfronted r-i‘_h'-.r-u- tc-.m:c:rl of 3
pay Committee, through a public leaflet, and re- gay marxist-leninist, that LRU's pf:::';L: would
guested that they be allowed to enter a gay con- of fend their constituency and them, and that gay-
tingent im the parade. The request was denied by ness in Fuerto Rico 14 a product of’ W5 impz:":
the m]url_cy of fu;pﬂsedlv socialist groups; alism and bourgeois decadence and uou’.d-dnsa AT
those \f?ll!\g agaiest were the Frea Los Tres, La after liberation. The last is the samas Just??i:
Raza Unida Party, and Puerto Rican Sociallst catlon used by the ruling bureaucrats in the So-
Party, and not voting were the Socialist Workers viet Union and elisewhere in thelr attempts to ex-
Party and the October League. Two groups, the terminate gays through “education' and othe
International Socialists and the New American means, ‘

gy Liberaton, Doe. 1974 - Jaw. 1815, p, §

gecis ideology which puts forth the idea that
there are individual solutions to social problems.

(2) Because homosexuality is based on petty
bourgeois ideology and deals with the contradic-
tion between men and women by turning its back on
it, (at least in intimate personal relationships),
homosexuals cannot be Communists, that is, belong
to Communist organizations where people are com-
TITTed to struggle against all aspects of their

ives.

(3) Gay Liberation in its pufting forth of
gayness as a strategy for revolution in this
country is a reacticnary ideology and can lead
?5 ?nly down the road of demoralization and de-

eat.




