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Weloone to the first icsue of INTIRCON. Welly not cxactly the first issue,
because as you c=n probably tell from the sub-title, INTHRCOM is a contin-
nation of the project begun by the WILDCAT people in Menchester which they
called the NEY ULTRA LEFT REVI®W, - The original idea was to start a journal
that could act 28 a focel point for contact and discussion between those who
might broadly describe themselves as Left Communist, Liberterian Communist,
Council Communist, Anarchist Communist snd so cne Dut they didn't start

it off as something they were going to he solsly resvon ible for, hence
their review wes only a Pilot Issue, peuding a conference to decide’

“==""whether or not %6 sot the thing Up on a-more-permenent-kesise - - . . ..

¥ . 1 (N 1 1. '
Well, the conference was held on the weekend of Sephember 11th/12th, and
this is the results But first, a few recollectionsg by way of a conference
renDTie

The conference atitracted people from Aberdecn (Subversive 1raffiﬂti},
Manchester (#Wildcat), Liverpool, London, Leeds, Oldhsm, Lencaster, Stoke-
on-Trent/NewcastleﬁunderuLyme. About 25 of us in 8lle Some folk we'd hoped
would attend couldn't come, though we've heard from a2 few since and theyfve
stated they zre still infteresteds The first issue to be discussed was whether
we felt it was a2 good idea 1o set up a review at all, and if so what should
it be for. Despite some dissident voices it was felt 1o he sensible to go
ahead with the project becausec there is a nced for an exchange of ideas
between us and an  even nore importsnt need for potentially isolated groups
and individu=ls to be kept in touch, so they don't end up succumbing to
despair and eventual apathy — which h~s been the fate of far too many over.
the last few years, Their is some contact already, but for meny of us the
inform-tion we zet ic second-hsnd; besed on the personal contacts of & few
individuals or particularly ensrgetic groups letting others know what is
going on. Clearly some way of leeting everyone in on the discussions would
be 2 good thdeze

The next cucstion wasy who is the review to be aimed at? As can be seen
from the content of this issuc its not the kind of thine to be sold on the
L L

strectss It was felt thet it should bhe simed at slready oxics 2 revolutionaris,
and that initisl contact should be left upn to local initiatives, like

vnewaheeta, leaflets etce The roviow should, howvery also contain copies of

the locally produced material —~ FHoth to let othersInow Pow the politics of
each group is deoveloping, end o allow a forum for discusgion os to the
content of those leaflelss On 2 more practical front, ithe eirculstion of
leaflets in this way enables one group, or individusl, %o use (in reprint
form) the ideas of another group or individual - thus saving ftime sand
energys The conference also hoped that the review would contein discussion
articles, hopefully ones that dealt with 'real issues'y; rather than the
boring old academic stuff that has plagucd our movement for so longe. It
was also hoped that contributors would keep jargon down to 2 mindmum (and
the editorial group of this issue tzke that to mean that anything which is,
in our opinion,too jergon-ridden will be left out),

It was also decided thet editorship of the review should be share’ around
the various groups who had shovm en interest. But thet left a problem of
deeiding what should be the criteria for participation; and what articles
should have the right to be publisheds We therefore spent some considerable



=3

time discucsing the political poinits for prrbicipetion. ILDCAT had
suggested § noints of vhat ther considerd@d to be the minmimw: lovel of
agreement we all had Bventually these were knocked into a shape that
most of us were re:sonably happy with, by which time itley had zrowm to

10 points(they zre reorinted elsewhere in this issue). Iny srticles which
are broadly in agreement with these points have an sutometic right to

be published, as long :8 they are typed on UNIVIRSAL stencils (ieestheones
that fit both Roneo and Gestetner duplicators). Other :rticles may be
published at the discretion of the produciion group.

(o]
o

We spent some time deciding vhot to call ‘he review. INTERCOM was the
one that met with most favour, the only mesning behind the name is that
it exists to provide a meansg of communication betveen pecnles

We 2lso decided to produce 150 copies of the first Tew issues. The group
from Stoke/ﬂewca?ﬁle agreed to produce the first two issues, to be followed
by WILDCAT for one issue, SUBVERSIVE GRAFFITTI for one issue, and then

an issue by a group in London. We hoped to get an issue out about every
two monthse The price was to be 30p (20p if unwaged)., INTERCOM wee to
be distribubted largcly on a subseription basis,; ie people would send in
money, in return for which they would receive a cony. ™is wag deckdid
booange we had not set up & new political orgsnisation, snd henece had

no system of membership subsoriptions to Tinance it. It was 2lso
decided to heave snoiher conference to review progress,; snd have furiher
discussions, after two issues - early Marchflaﬁe Febranary 1983 The
Stcme/Hewcastle group offered to host the conferences

These discussions took up Saturdsy afternoon end a good poriion of
Sunday tooe Howcver, we also found time to disouss the politicsl
gituation in It-ly, vhere 2 large number of people around the sutonomist
mévencnt are aveitine irial on fitted-up charges. lore information on
vhat has happencd is svailable in this issue of INTERCOM, Those of us
presemt agreed it would be useful to try and meke information =vailable
to the 'public'! sbout what is going on there., We also spent some time
discussing riots in general and Toxteth in particuler, a comrade from
liverpool describing certain rather disturbing zctivities going on
within the Liverpool & Defence Committee, which suzgested that it wes
boing used by a number of black cepitalists end pimps to push their owm
interests (e.ge drug pedalling =nd prostitution) rather then help those
busted after the riotss We had hoped to have more informetion for this
in INTERCOM, but 2las if has not come forwards

Tired but glowing with a gensc of smg self-satisfaction, we went our
gseparate woys home. HWhat you »re now holding in your hends is the
end resulite. Moy mod Dbless all who 83il in NeTiescssscsacscs
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This izsue has been produced by members of the CARELESS TLLK COLLECTIVi.
Further copies can be obtained by writing to our contact address. If
you went to send an article for the next issue, please type it on a
UNIVERSAL stencil, If you want to send us a leaflet, we'd 1like 150
copies, or if its a duplicated effort just send us the stenecils, even
if they already have been usede It helps if typed stuff has a1 least

a half-inch mirgin round cach side. The final date for copy for the
next issue is Januery 3rd 1983. We also want CASH IN ADVANCE. Any
money sent should be in the form of stamps, blank cheques, blank postal
orders, pound notes stce DO NOT NAKE CHEQUES OUT TO INTERCOM OR
CARELESS TALK OR R.KFIGHT - because we don't have basnk accounts in any
of those names, so the money will be useless to use
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W MY OF T WORKING CLASS.
THI GREAT WORKING CLASS YAWN,

TYPISTS HOT3: . Richord, o nent this sriicle & ked for & »lug Tor an
anarohist grory Hel's txi; o geh un i % e Noaghorter crene He oBn

be contacted at: 72 Szle Boady Jorilovn Moory lenchesvery N23 ODE.

One of 'he gre: test myths of the 20th century is surely the working clesse
vhet is the working class? The people in the fectoriss, I supposey, and
they have this mysterious =truggle. Strugele for what? Strugsle to be prrt
of the ruling clsss, part of the rich jetset se thst they can go +nd shit on
other pecnle who themselves are strugegling (to be pert of the ruling class)e
Work can be whatever the fuck you went it to be, would y u say thet trying
to put together an :narchist magazine wes not work§ Thei ii prontistes
that from working in a factory or sn office? Onl’ ' momney - the bigszest con
ever - the carrot dangling from the siick in front of the 'working cless'
face. Don't fool yoursclf - there is no working class - there's only

people and you can give them whatever label you want but you still hewve
pecople and you still hmve a fucked up world.

I doubt if you'll print this RICHARD

A REPLY,

It mey seem churlish to even print a reply %o such » short piece as this,
especially whon the reply itself will be longez than the article in

questione Fonetheless; depite being short, the article raises a numb?r of
questions that arc coniral to the people involved in the TITHEICOM projects

As Richard's article was so far awey from our politiss, it was decided only
to include it if & reply were wriltien. It would not, however, he sppronriate
to label this in any way an coditorisl or greup Tepive It 13 written in a
person~l capacity, though tho solitics 2re more than just ¥hose of one
persone

IS T SRE A HORUINC CLASS? It would probably Dbe impnossible to prove to Richsrd
thet there is such @ thing as & 'working class' in the spece of a few wo-ﬁm:
ile, however, arc Tirmly convinced that suoh & thing does exist. TG G028 N0T
oxist beceuse we want 1t to (we would far profer that the woriding class and
all other olesses ceased to exist - ut thsl wvould he corrmnisn), rather it
oxists because that is the wey society isstructurecs. £ small minority of

+he world's population own or control the vast mejority of the world's
resourccs. This minority probably compriscs about 55 of the population.

Tt motters 1little whether this minority owns those resgources in the form

of stocks and bonds, or through their control of the mzchinery of state,

or nominally as direcctors of enormous compeniese I prefer to call thes?
peonle CAPIT:LISTS, because they own/control capital, Their mzin f?nctlon

jn life %= to orgenisc capital in such a way thet it maximises profit -
which they use for re-invesiment and spectacular consumplion. Thege people
heve interests in common - meinly in keeping the rest of us away from control
of those resourcecs — and so we call them a social clasne

Leaving aside sroups of people like the peasants, there is anothef get of
R i ¥ * . Rl P iy
people in the world whose position in 1ife is dictated by where they stend
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in relation to the owmership/control of the world's resourcess They ore
the vasti mass of us who don't own or conbrol capital, those of us who have
no choiee but te work for the capitalists, in return for which we =zre
given the privilege of living, True, some of us don't seem to get the
chance of even doing this very much; but are forced to subsist on the
pittance of state hendouts, others {mootly women ) work incredibly hard and
get little or no cagh in return, others work in factortes or offices, or
on farms and in shopse But add i+ 2all togethery, and you =et a group of
people who have ne choice about ithe war we live, who have in common the faet
that our main function is 1o collectively produce a profit for the capit-
alistse Because our position is delimed by the fact that we have to work
to live, then we hove become known as the working class.

IS THERE A CLASS SYURUGGLE? Yosy, because we all hsve en interest in common —
overcoming the ecxpdoitation and ovnression of capitals Wiiel doesn't mean
that all workinz cless people are aware “hat this giruggle ig going on, or
see themselves as nart of it. Yot every time we take action zzainst the
needs of capital tc¢ malke a profit — lile gtruegline for = ware rige, or
fighting a new road th % will tear up our districts, or demand decent child
care facitlities for our Kids, or fight sgainst nueclear power gistions and
the destruction of the environment - then we sre engaged in = fight sgeinst
capitale The problem is th-t most people don't mee the connection hetween
these struggles, or if they doy they don't see that it would be much hetter
to get rid of the cause of the problems than to lkeen tinkering with the
effectss It is one of the jobs of people who like to think of themselves
as revolutionaries to show the links between these strugsles, =nd to bry

to get people to go beyond their confines.

Working class people struggle agsinst capital because they have to in order
to lives Its as simple as that, It seldom has anything to do with wanting
"¥o be part of the ruling class" - try telling that to the health wor<ers

- an extra fiver in their wage packet is hardly going to make them part

"of the rich jetset",

WHY IS THE WORKING CLASS IMPORTANT? Well who is going to chense society?
Certainly the capit=lists aren't - they're sitting pretty right now. And I
doubt whether st-rving third world peasents will have much to do with it
either (althoush they will benefit greatly by it)e Working class peonle

on the other hand are constantly involved in fighting the effects of
capitalism, moreover we have the power to actuslly cheange society - vho else
actually runs the world now snyvay, We make the goods, distribute them,
design them, sell themy staff the govornement, and memebers of our class
even defend the state, Withoul us the capitalists are nowhere, but without
them we could do very nicelv,

I'd like to finish by paraphresing something Karl Marr once wrote. I do this
not out of any sense of hero-worship, but because I think he wag right on
this ones He said that at the moment the working class exists as a class
in-itself, i.es it exists, but working people are largely unaware that it
existsy end don't see their common interests, for 2 revolution to oeccur, he
said, then the working cless must exist -as a class for itself, workers must
be awarc of their position in society, and want to assert their class
interests by destroying that society. That's really the problem for us
so-called revolutioneries; to help the other members of our class ecome to
that kind of awarenesse

LOUIS ROBURTEON



REPRESSION IN TTA¥ - THO .RTICLES. .

Basically we feel as if we've been biried alive, in the

sense that we ean't pet informetion out te the cutside

world. Thc rroblem of the Prece ie one thet I huve elready
referred to: the Press upholds the regime &nd ifts versions

of reality. Mor them, the blsnket term "terrorist" can be
used, and is used, to cover all forms of political opposition
in Italy.

The above is & ocuote from an Italisn autonomist who was arv~ested on April Tth
1979 in the Univesity ecity of Padua. The interview from which it was taken took
place in October *981. loday, a year later, the situation remains the same, there
is a world wide press and media silence on the persecution of the Italian Autonomists.
This artiecle is an attempt to break that:silence, a silence which is supported by
the majority of left groups in this country,.

Those first arvests back in April 1079 were thée asignsl for & concerted sttack
on the revolutionary left. The wave of arrests that followed were aided and abetted
by the Italizn Communist Party. There have been over %500 people arrested during
this period but in this article I will concentrate on the case of those first arrested
who huve become known 2s the "April Tth" defendants.

The trial of the "April 7th" comrades opened in June of this year, vhich meant
that they had bsmcn held without trial for a period of Z yesrs and 2 monthe, and was
promptly postnou=d nnitil June of next year. Needless to say iaey have not been granted
bail. From the :  the first arrests the defendunts have been trying to find
out what conerete evidence has provided the basis for their imprisonment, none has
been forthecoming. Arnd szo these comrades who were first charzed with being the
stratecic lendership of the Red Brigazdes; then the killers of Aldo MHoro; then the
perpetretors of a further 10 killings; then the srgsnisers of an insurrection
together with the Red Brigades; then the organisers of znother insurrection (but
thie time without. the Hed Brigzades):; are left facing the charge of being the lesder-
ship of & mysterious "O" ( for some reason the Stste declines to use the word
orgsnisation), the alleged clandestine level of Potere Uperaio (Workers Pover)
and Autonomis opersia orgsnizzata (Workers Autonomy), consisting of a number of
"asrmed bands", coordinated with the Red Brigades. ALl this without a scrap of
conerete evidence.

What then, you might wonder is the evidence agninst the defendants. Well it in
fact rests on the statements of a "supergrass", one Carlo Fioroni, Fioroni, the self
confeased robber and murderer of his best friend Cerlo Saronio, took advantage of
a new law brought in during December 1979 (note the date). This law enabled
"repentant terrorists" to obtain substantial reductions in sentence if they collab-
orated with the authorities. Fioronis decidion to talk came at just the right time
for the prosecution, whose promiced evidence agsinst the defendants had not material-
ised. With the help of Fioroni the case was rejisgged.

The State's desparate attempts to connect the Autonomists with the Red Brigades
had been challenged by s former member of the Brigudes, Hoberto Peei. Peei, who was
the head of logisticz for the Turin Red Brigades stated auite categorically that there
is no connection between the Autonomists and the Hed Brigades. He has been backed mp
inchis assertion by =z member of the ltalian judieiary, Judge Palomberini.

fslombarini free from Communist Party and Freemasons influence has refuted the
charges against the corrades. He has said that there has heen no threat of an
ingerruction in Itsly =nd that he knew of "no single perty comprising both clandest-
ine structures such =2 Prim Lines (Front Line) and the Red Brigades and a publie
level known as Autonomis Uperais". Le hae also dropped the cherges against all those
defendants remainingz in his Jjurisdiction and also cailed on the other judges to do
the same. His stziememts were not rerorted in the Italisn Preas. The reason for
theze oppressive measures sgainst the Autonomists is best sumned up by one of those
first zrrested, Toni Negri.

"After the lioro kidnap... the nmost terrifving cunmpsign of
repression we have ever known was set into unotion, 3,000
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gotrs 2+ Veve heonm tlrvown inter jail dn these 14st 'iwo yearsis
The reysusgitne Torucs of the Tourgeciele, wiitl the cooperation
of those of the itrsde unions and the #UI, hsve swept the

bourd clean 0f an eatire geueration of militunts. The movement's

political space has heen ~unormously reztrieted. Practiezlly all
of its pepers and journsl: have beenm Tinned, The space held by
eomrades of autonouis inaside the vniversities snd factories

has been closed. In the name of stanping out terrorism & great
proletarian movement of an entirely new sort , 2 movement of
young workers and metropolitun proletarians, & movement of
resistance to work, has been struck a severely weukening blow.

I don't know if recovery will come abint quislkiy. I rather doubt
it, Whet is certain, though, is that “u. meoa_.nt still exists,
that it has not yet been beaten. Todny che ... .a is the revival

of mass struzzle together with the re...,w.at of political space
and the relesse of the comrades from prison."

This article uas uritten by a member of the Italy 75 Committee.
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ACCIDENTAL DEATH OF A MOVEMENT.

(The following article is the tekt af a leaflet distributed by

the Careless Tslk Collective a% a recent praductipn of Darie Fo's
play Can't Pay? Wor't Payl! put cn at the lacal theatre here in
Neweastle-under~_yme/Cprtteries. We distributed absut 1000 copies
over two weeks - much tn the anntyance of the Directar n»f the
theatre. Interestingly, though, the acters a-d the plays prnducer
were impressed uith the leaflet., Ue havermmitisd a cauple of pieces
from the leaflet - illustratinns and so @n.)

On April 7tk 1979the Italian shtate set out t. smash the pepular left
in Italy, as it existed ocutside of the Cammunist Party. The autan-
mmists, known as Autznmmia, were becominga tnreat aitheugh only erg-
gised in lonse lncal groups with many differnces betwesn them. The
autrnomists viewpoint, reacting against the pressures of capitalism,

was arising from the needs of the people and in oppasitien to the
Italian state.

The reaction of the Italian state was to have serisus cOnsSeguences
fer those academics and jmurnalists who had given expression to the
autonomist movement. Thusue find people accused of murder, jeiled
and tortured simply because af their political beliefs.

Since this time, Teni Negri, Prafessor of Palitical Science at Padua
University, Areste Scalzgne, a leading left-uwing jesurnalist, Alisa
del Re and 20 others have been held by the Italian state in appalling
conditions on very serious charges including armed insurrectien and
leadership of the Red Brigades (the Italian terrmrist group respon=
sihle for many armed attacks in the 1970s and 1980s).

THE CHARGES
The charges have never been suppcrted with evidence and as each

charge became totally discredited it uwas replaced by a mere sgricus
and ridiculnus ane. Instead nf producing uitnesses, the Italian
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judces (including members of the Communist Party) have been leaking

adndatiohalthnd ofetn comtradictory stories tn the press in an

effort to hide their illegal proceedimp under a cloud of emotienal

anti-terrorist ficticn.

The ch: rges bruhi |

April 6th, 1CT7Y weres
1) th:t Negri, Ferrari Bravo, Piperno, Scalzone, Delmaviva, Vesce, Zagatlo,
Pancinoy, R Ferrari and Marni Palestrini were ilhe founders, orgenisers,
and leaders of "an organisation going under the name of the Red Brigades".
2) thet et the seme time, they inspired and led various interlinked
organisations going under various names but constituting the so-called
workers?'! Autonomy.

y¢ Pedus Julre Calogero according to warrsnts issued on

€

In other words, they were accused of being the sec~et brasing behind all Itelian
terrorisme

On the same days werrants were issued in Rome by the Procurator for the arrest
of several Red Brigade members, charged with the Aldo MNoro kidnappings and
agssasinstione WNegri was chearged slong with these peonles He wasg accused of
beinc behind the whole assasination plot, yet the only tevidence! produced

by the state prosecviion was a sevies of tapes, supposedly of telephone
conversations between Negri and memebers of the Moro family.

It ig import -nt 2t this noint to note that in meny Western countriesy trped
tobdkpho e conversations are inadmi-sable as evidence becsuse I7 IS5 NOT POSSIBLE
to nrove the identity of the spesker from his or her voice on the tapes In
facty the tapes relating to Negrils ease were not examined vntil 50 “ers after
his errvest end only after protest from Negri's ls yerss Thus we o'n see that
the main evidence on which Negri was being held had no more foundations than

2 house of cards,

Moreovery durinc proceedings against the charsed members of the Red Brigades
the cherge against Negri was dropped, Unahle to produce witnesses or evidence,
but desiring to hold Negri in jail, the atate turned %o Wegri's openly pub-—
lished work and used his ideas and political beliefs 2as tevidence' ageinst hime

Ignoring the facty in his writing, Negri openly condemned the Red Brigades, whe
judges persisted in insisting that he wag deeply involved with themas The
following extract from en srticle in Rosso doted May 29th 1¢78 shows Negri's
rcal opinionss
"The line of the Red Brigades is a total stratesic end teocticel
failures In 10 years of combat they have never succecded in
méking one correct political ~nlysise They fought *fa=zcism' thimk-
ing it consisted in and could be identified in individnel Blackshirt
vigs on street cornerss They depend on a concept of Ydestabilization’
of the state thet destebilizes nothing, 2 concept of Yyanguard?
that represents nobodyy a delegation of power which does 1ot existy =
visea~vis the movements a method that swallows uaeritically the
old relation between mass—struggle and elite prog ammes sse while
+he mass movemend accenits no delegationg is only unmediated
self liberations”

JUDGHES CREATE EVIDINCE

Despite the obvious declaration against the Red Brigades, the Itelian jude es
STILL insisted thet Vesri was guiltye They clsimed that this statement from_
Rosso was simply another sign of his brillisnce in that he was covering up his

work using such articless
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~. fhe Italain judass care nothing for fectinl evidence and- even one of ‘the_  _
s = : : S - S : —r
tfejreat!y Judge Ciampani (who has publish-d a 150 page renort admitting that P

there is no oconnoction heiween the Red Brigaces and the April Tth defendsnts)
resorts to the meling of assunptions %o keen the political detainees in
prisons The following is & ovotation from Ciampeni's reports

", seone conunoty aven at the level of logic, accept the hypothesis

that men of the capacity, the detorminstion #nd the leadership
qualities of Negri, Piperno, Sozlzone etc, had, since as carly as

1971 begun to discuss srmed strugrle, end frittered around disocussing
the ermed strugels for sround 10 years without melking the slightest
preparations to bring rbout the ermed crime ander exeminstion, Unless
it can be sho'm that Piperno, Negri, Seazlgone etc ar- merely inept
word=mongers consrery to the obvious #nd enthuaisctic opinions of
many who have described thema"

The Italisn judicisry's record in the use of informers and police provocatcurs
js particularly ewfule. Tt has been proven that in the case of Valpredes, an
anarchist framed for a bombing, a 50,000,000 lire bribe was given to & key
witness. Prior o the April Tth arrests, a new lsw, Fioroni's laws wes enzcted
designcd to give huge rewedds to repentent teprrorists in return for inform—
ation., Fioroni, & golf-confessed marderery was 1o bhe & key witne.s against the
April Tth defendents - univil his statements wore disercdited by snother
roncntant, Pecie Unfortunately for the stete, Pecils statemenis were found to

-

be true by the disclosure of the Red Drig des hidoouts, ©ic.

HO=0IT T CARIS

The Ttelien pPéss haes worked consiatenily_iamhuild.up_ﬁhe image of Megri and

the others as terrorists and 'Red Drigades leadersts This has included hiot T
only pspers supporting the centre- aad ri ght-wing parties, bat also Unites

paper of the Italien Cowmunist Party {Pﬂi}u indeed the PCI has peen one of the
prime movers in the whole affair. Iy scems that they are trying to prove

to NATO and the EEC that they are responsible politicians who cen safely be

left in charge of Italisn cepitalism - that this mesng smashing the Italain

left seems to have worried them littles
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Further information crn be obtained by writimng tos
The Italy 'T79 Committee, ¢/o Join Merringbon, }ii dlesex Polytchnic,
Wwhite Hart Lene, London Nl7e

Letters of support, donations and letters protesting bo ihe Italian government,
should be sent tos

Apiil Tih/December 21lst Bgsociation,

vin Tomacelli 103,

Rome, Italv.

Money orders should be made peyeble to postal accoun’ Conto Covrente Postal
(CCP Wo. 23235005).
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The CARELESS TALK COLLECTIVE would spprecizte any comments, oriticisms or
whatever about this leaflet, and any of the other raterial we have put out.
e ¥now we're not pcrfect, and are constantly trying to improve what we dOssssas
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(Editorial note: this article was written as a contribution to
A

the discussion at the conferencs which sét up T T4i3C0M )

“"Show 18 nmot Ths sim witrout the way. For ends2 ard meang on earth
are so entan .= Intdehen-ias 008, You chiares tha ogther Toos
tach aiffeverit voih brincs oshedigade, 40, visy

*Franz von Sickinsen' by Fo DT A 1D ITASA .,

"hig conference to set up'the Tlitra Left ‘eview' ig ar

impottart moment in the political development of the rﬁvolutlonarv
movement in “ritain. Further, it will represent if successful a
reorientatiaon away from the process of splinterins and atom-
isation which has heen such a negative feature of our political
life over the past two years. In particular this last year has
seen this phenomenon assume crisgis proportions with many comrades
becomine demoralised and leaving revolutlona?y politics altogether.
“ere, and in particular I address myself to the ex-comrades of

the ICC/Solidarity, we must actively combat this tendency and see
this conference as a means amons others to that end

MThe extent of the creation and success of the ‘eview will depend
on a number of factors all of which needless to,say are deeply
political. "hese factors girate around the question not just of
our role in the struvdle but more importantly for this conference
the way we orzanis urselves . . this raises that doppelganger

of old - «ederell m vs. Centralism. "o Comradeées, the zhosts of the
1st Tnternational havan't heer exorcised but return to haunt us.

Once already this year a conference has beern held of all the comrades

who had split with the ICC with the row ex~5olidarity members in

attendance. This conference wasg a QLSOuﬂﬂlﬂf failure and its

inahility to deal with ths political tasks of regrouping
i

reorientating the ex-ICC comradss has to e bomMm fy mind in this
conference. 'hat igs egsential and importamt is that all the problems
andpoints of politieal divergence do not get STPP under the

carpet in the zeal of setting up the eview. The extent of the
success of the “eview will depend not just on it's eapacity to act
as g forum for discugsion, this undourtedly an extremely important
faetor in its ecreation, but over and above this the essential
criterion will be the Teview's capacity to dnvclop & he“spective

on it's own role, the role of revolutionaries in this period.

In order to develop this perspective it is crucial that comrades
assign a polltjcal and co-ordinating role to the “eview and not

iugt be content with an aorganisational apna“at““ which acts merely
as an editorial board iven hefore the confeisnce takes place 1T
feel that the differrces that exist will impinge upon the creation
of the ‘leview "he set of eriteria for participatiom in the
conference I feel are weak needing perhaps more elaboration
addition. “ere, T would like to elaborate some of the poll
concerns which should be central to the setting up of ths (eview.....

1) the dﬂﬂpen1ng znc further elaboration of the points of principle
which serve as criteria Tor the particpation in the contribution
to and production of the "eview. I‘ost notably to strengthen the




cmphr sis of the »nroleterist -nd only thc nrolet vi:dt 7o = vovolutionsxy
clress Hore r£ll of % »ubbich ond (ros: from the Libert:ei-» movens i of
the G0's #nd 70'z rbont mrepinel elemert (vomrne moversnt, :ri'sy scuatters

youth, etc) beine 2 revolutionsr cetecory in their owm right must be
firmly rejecteds +his is not to say thet we dismiss the strusgles of women
for ememple, no, we support rnd pariicipete within thete strugsgles but
always with a cleer nersoeciive beiag conteined wdthin the fremesrork of

the class (proletarien) stru-rlz,

?) A willingness, ~nd more imnort ntly, & politicsl commitment for us =11
to o bevon’ whet has served us as noliticel prrctiice in the pmste. Here,
for the ex=ICC comrzdes this means =& through—zoing snelysis of the political
diversgenees which made them lerve the ICC hrs to be mades leny, meny minority
texts were written by the comrades outlining their differences with the
current but as yet no synthesis beyont thet of #n snti-buresucr-tic and hence
essentislly orgenisationsl oritique hes been made,

For the ex=Solidrrity comrades, it is sbsolutely imnerctive thet they z¢
beyond the federslistic practiees of Soliderity. Although it would be incorrect
to assert that Solidarity suffered sn orgenisctionzl demise (Soliderity
suffered it's death bec:use of it's insbility to comprehent it's own role
within the struggle, it theorised this through Cardan 'nd therefore hcd
nothing to say to the working-class struggle when the economic crisis

forced it to the surfscel). However, it would he wron- to szy thet the
cuestion of orzeznisation wrs not 2 erucinl -sspect of the political diszppear-
ance of Soliderity. The concerns of the comredes with the problem of buresu-
cracy in the fusion of the Boecizl Revolution/ﬁolidarity was not solved with
the rot-tion of the production of the magerine, This was an orgsnig- tional
penccer that solved nothing, 2bove #ll we wmust draw these lessonsi- noliticel
problems hrve onlv noliticsl angwerce If I dwell over-long here, it is
beosuse I went sbsolutely no:hing to do with » mew Solidoritye

It would be an errozrnce on my prrt to imoly or rssert thot only the comrsdes
late of these two volitical orgsnis:tions sre prriicipsiing in this
conferences There zre, ofcourse; other grouns ~ni comr=des narticipating
here, but 2s I know little or nothing of their volitic-1l nogitions other
than their acceptznce of the conference oriteria (that in itself being -7
weekness) obviously,; therefore, I cennot comment on their orientations 2nd
look foreward to their contributions =t the confrorence.

3) While initis1ly the Review must act =s a vehicle for disgocusaion, it is
importent to see beyond to what the Review might represent in the future.
Todsy we live in revolution:ry times, we do mot live rnd militate in

the I940's or I950's or even worsey in the derk days of the 1930's. Orgen-
isations such rs International Council Correspondence ~md Bilsn existed
politiecally in the vacuum of the class struggle, their te=sk was to reflect
snd deliberzte on the lessons coming from the revolutionsry wave of ICIT7-
1023, Bven in these dark dsys, these orgrmisctions understood that their
newspeper or magsgine provided a focus, @n orgenisetional pole around which
the politicsl snd orgenisational life revolveds To be sure, revolutioneries
such as Mettick snd Korsch contributed to periodicels such &s the 'New Mssses'
but the understending of the need to retazin ithe paper or nagazine es the
orging the mouthpiece of the orgenisation wes mainteineds The Itelien Left
undorstood much better the need to ret~in politicel independances Nothing
ocould be more zlien to the spirit of developings and deepening the theoretical
ecviruisition of the revolutionary movement than 1o hand over uncritically
the pages of your journal to just anybody to say just anything es long es

1t 35 intoresting. Unfortunstely, this is the practice of most libertarisons,
classically illustrated by the past practice of Soliderity,
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el e e S T 2
-%btr? we ¢re in a dilferent period to the one f:ecd bHv communists in the '30s
and '40se Polrnd has marked a definitive =tep towsrds & deepening of elass
strug:-le towards the revolution. Similrrly the messive and global nsture of the
economic crisis of capitaliam indicates that the neriod today is revolutionary.

Today ihere can he no new Solidarity, no more fliritations with marginalism
and ‘interesting new ideas! (i.e. modernign) the last ten years is litdered
with the corpses of grouns which elsimed to have gone Ybeyond merwiem' — cf-
GLAT, 100, Socialist Reprofuctions, Ne@ation, polidarity, the list is endlegs
Above all, we need to retain the old understanding of the nress ag the
organiser of the political group.

This means that the newspaper or review must act as a national co—ordineator,

ag an organisational fulcrum representing not just zn orm:n for discussion but
alsoc as a focus for militant life, This demesnds ebove 211 colitical centralism .
That is centralism bssed on our politicalnecds within the

T ﬂ.ﬂ;‘r’l—n hi ng
else other than a commitment to the prolstarisn strugslc, snrthing other then
the centralisstion of revolutionsrics is dile ttantism ~ %o play at being
re¥olutionariess This is vitsl for the coming prricd becausc the _u_;__eeng
of the groletarlmn strugele itself will demand the sirictest centralisation
of efforts, If this perspective holds truc for the future strike committees
or for the workers councils, then isn't it also binding for revolutionery

orgenisations?

Here I could write a lot more, and these =r= just some hrief oinfs to act as
a catalyst, not that I want to »lay 'devil's advocats'!y becavuse I realise that
my views will not he in the majority at the conferenco. However I f=el that

ve b

“¥icse chort points are very i“wc?tanﬁ and IL-hkepe tlite. gonrades recel
the comrzdely and fraternal spizit thet they were writhens

MELMOTH 114941932,
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OPEN_LETTER. GN OUR.-SPLIT FROM "UNDERCURRENTSY /M MINUS® (HOUG KONG) = i
" International Correspondence” (sce note 5 on our organisational nature) is a s
:recent. split from the Hong Kong group “Undercurrents®/"Peoples Press®, formerly .
"Minus™/%70's" { the former .of both being the group's international English newslett~
er and the latter its lccal press) (1).

Over the past several yeers, we have experienced differences with its traditional
anarchist/libertarian-cocmmunist current (referred to as the traditional current below)
These differences occur both in theory and in practice. While both kinds of differ-
ences are equally important, viewing in retrospecty the theoretical differences
provided the basis and backnrcund,_whllr the differences in practice the 'immediate'
cause of our split.

THEORY: As those who have read the group's press well know, the traditional current
derives its theory from anarchism and Cardanism. At one time, we were also heavily
influenced by the latter., Howevery; as we developed politically, we moved further and
further away from it to eventually entirely rejecting it. Herey, for reasons which
will become apparent immediately, we wish to particularly mention our rejection of
the two main pillars of Cardanism, namely, a) defining classes in terms of executive
‘power/authority (for us now,; the only 'scientific' definition is Marx's economic
criterion, because it is the 'only materialistic method'y Marx, "Capital®, vol,; 1,
P«352, fne.2,; Progress Publishers, 1974), and b) regerding capitalism as having
superseded its economic inner contradicticns, as having -delivered the goods' (an
empiricist criticue of Marxism). gy =

The importance of these theoretical differences is not limited te the level of
theoretical understanding. They naturzslly, have direct bearing on practice.

Firstly; since it is now the 'leaders' who are the class to be overthrouwn, it
follows guite naturally, then , that any anti-autheritarian practice is revolutipn-
ary, no matter its stand on capitalist (in Marx’s meaning, property (relations of
production; . ( he traditional current, of coursey slso view the latter's abolitign
as almost 2s important as the abolition of power/authority, but we cannot see how
it must logically follow from it). It is,; therefore, no accidentthat we should find
its members giving tacit or open support to, pﬁrtlclpatlﬁg in or even initiating
struggles against nuclear power, state opression \z;; etcey for what they are.for
our part, we are also z2gainst nuclear power (at its present level of uhchnnlogy)
state oppression, etc. But, for us, these guestions lose all rcvoluticnary content
if not stated in the contaxt of th- struggle against capitalism {in Marx's meaning).
For this reascng cven if their avowed ultimate aim is the cverthrow of capitalism
(in Marx's meaning), compered to direct struggles against it; they are of secondary
impaortances Purely anti-authoritarian struggles of this sort similarly scarcely
needs given a damn fory except that they serve to derail the proletarian struggle.

Secondly, by regarding capitalism as having 'delivered the goods'; reformism and

what the Trotskyists call 'progressive' practice are, thereforey, not so many weapons
of the bournﬂnlalF, but are only 'misdirection' within the camp of the proletariat
(or led). They are, therefore, often tolerated, supported, passively or actively,

or even initiated by members of the traditional current, as being 'steps taken
towards the same end', if only circuitously. Thus we find them capable of cooperating
and collaborating with unionists, Trotskyists, clergymen ssssessl3)

This brings us to the differences in practica.

PRACTICE: As far as we are concerned, both for reasons of revolutiona princindle
and 'practicality', the dialectical unity between theory and prac tica a
principle that must be resolutely defended both in theory and practice. In other
words, for us, any sacrifice of theoretical positiocns in practice; for alleged
'practical' reasons (which are in fact not at all practicle &n the sense that such
sacrifice does and cannot lead to the supposed ends - we are thinking of Lenin's
“left-~Wing Communisms An Infantile Disorder”), is cportunistice.

for
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To our regrety we have observed that such cases have happened with “Undercurrents®/

#¥( To contact IC uwrite only as followss Pe0, Box 44007, Shaukeiwan Post Office,.
Hang Konge)



"PgoplesPress” with alarming fregquency. As we have said, members of the traditional -
current often cooperate and collaborate with unionists, etc. without a bhlink of

the eye, although they are, in theory,; deadly enemises againet all forms of reformism
and 'progressive' practice,. :

A second, somewhat less important, @iffersnce in practice is the traditional
currents drift in the last half-decade or so towards almost total concentration on
spectalism (the creation of spectacles for appreciation) in their activities at the
expense of unspectacular concrete political weork, Thus, we find its members putting
almost all their efforts in experimenting with political cinema and thestrs,
international sticker campaign against CCP's oppression of Chinese dissidents, etc.
We by no means deny these activities catecorically, although they must also be ¢
subject to whats been said in the above (4)., But, if they are coupled with an almost
total absense of work such as interventions in the develcpments of the class struggle
(1eafleting, intervening in strikes, etc.). addressing important issuss of the class
struggle (the role of 'Solidarity', for example), develeping one's understanding of
revolutionary theory and practice (instead of emptily regurgitating the same old.
slogans),etces then these activities cease to be activities of a revolutionary
group, acouire an autonomy of thedr own, the purpose and direction of which is the
projection of a hollow image.

It is not that we have never committed the same mistakes, On the contrary, it is
as a result of our own political development that we have come to realise them for
what they are.

We have also tried to bridge these differences through mutual struogls. Unfortunataly
there has never been a healthy tradition, within the traditional current, of :
criticism, anti-criticism and self-criticism (something neot unrelated to its obsession
with spectaclism). Such words have long ago been abolished in the libertarian
dictionary.

Because of our very limited ranks and resources, in the short term, we will not be
able to put out any regular publication. As said in note 5, the purpose of our
formation is to broaden desp discussions of communist peositions in this part of the
world. This we plan to do by establishing and maintaining close contact and dialogue
with the international revolutionary milieu, in particuler its communist currents.
The form of this 'deep discussion' cannot, of course, be purely intellectual/
theoretical, but can only be carried out through concrete political practice, ie.
active intervention in the proletarian class struggle.

July 16. 1982, Communist Greetings . 2

NOTES:

1. a) “Undercurrents®/People'’s Press™ address ist 5, Holly Road/Mid--garage,
Ground floor/Happy Valley Hong Kongs b) We have thought of expressing our
differences with the group in a less open and direct way, but later thought we
had the political responcibility to be as clear as possible in the matter. We can
only hope our former comrades will not take to heart some of the hard words being
used.

2. eg. In cooperation with other local activists; they recently distributed a
leaflet at cinemas showing the Costa Gavras film 'Missing' which contains a
straightforward condemnation of the recent refusal by the Hong Kong government

to extend the work permit for an American lawyer who worked for a local reformist
organisation, without making any further statement of positions on the matter,

3., Their recent nepotiations with some social democrats and clergymen for venues
to perform their political theatre '1984.1997' is an example.

4, We wonder houw such films can be screened and plays performed; except during
mass uprisings, without some form of cooperation with established unions, leftist
organisations, stc.

5. IC does not view itself as a permanently constituted grouping. On the one hand

=



for reasons alrsady mentioned, we find it no longer possible to work with
"Undercurrents? /" Peopla's Press?, On the other, though we are moving towards
communist positiens, we think it prematurs to join existing communist groups.
Thus, we see oursslves, rathcr, as being a transitional grouping, the purpose of
which is to act as a rallying point to deepen discussion on comnunist positions in
this part of the world whieh h;s so far been digastrously cut—off from communist
currents in Europe and America {(also sse last part of main body of letter).

BINTERNATIONAL CORNESPOMNDENCEY hold positions extremely closse to the following,
if not exactly them already,

1. That the suuc“lled '"Socialist! countries ars but a particular expression of
capitalism, noither 'degeneratsd workers' states' ner a 'new form! of c¢lass
soclety.

2+ That all trade unions (including 'Solidarity'); whatever the subject’:
intentions of their members, are objectively counter-revoluticnary in n ~.re in
20th=century capitalisme.

E i

3, That, likeuwise, the so-called 'workers' parties ( the C.P.s, S.P.s an
left-wing appendages) are equally resctionary capitalist state appa 5

4o That any form of 'minimum programme' type of perticipation in the capitaliist

system or any type of 'using' it in practice for 'revolutionsry' ends arc
reactionary and opportunistic. All factions of the bourgevoise are today equally
reactionary, any tactic celling for 'tacticslly' cooperating with any Ffaction can
only serve to send workers to the capitalist guillotine.

54 All so-called "national liberation struggles' can only be abscbed into the
inter~imperialist massacre. To support such 'struggles' (whether ecritically or
however) amounts to supporting one imperialist against another,

i« The proletarian revelution cannot be 'organised' in any way by revolutionary
minoritics. It can only be carried out by the generalised uprising of the
proletariat itself, The role of rsvolutionary minorities, as the class's vanguard,
consists of ceaselessly intervening in this struggles intensification,; general-
isation and internationalisation. The substapce of this intervention is the
drawing of lessons and conclusions of the class's past and present struggle ex-
perience, and basing upon thess conclusions, to point out the direction the struggle
should take to achisve the communist revelution, Only 1 is way can past srroers
not be repeated, ths str ujﬁlr not be side-=tracked inte reacticnary blind-allsys
and the struggle bes extendad/generalised.

state of permenent crisis in the 20th-century. The prole=-
ince the first great wave of 1517-23 been on the agenda; on
ate destiny of mankind: Socialism or barbarism.

7, Capitalism is in
tarian revoluticn 13
which dspends thes ul
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LONDON WORKERS GROUP BULLETIN NOq2 ouT NOow

Contains articles on Poland, Workers Sclf-fanagement, the 'Alternative Economic
Strategy', Council Cemmunlsm, the 'Assembly Movement' in Spaing Train drivers
strike and rceports.

Send 25p min. to cover postage tos
LWG c/o 11 LEYDEN STREET, LONDON E1.

UNPOPULAR BOOKS a non--profit making group republishing articles and pamphlets

of interest to our milisu and not otherwise available - they have recently
published 'How the Dad 01d Days Might End' one of the better post-Situationist
documents to emmerge from the USA in thev?0's. They also publish a books listing
and book reviews - first distribution now aveilable from:

‘Unpopular Bogks', CIB, Metropolitan Wharf, Wapping Wall, London E1, (send 20%p post)



LIVERPOOL ANARCHISIE GROUP.

Below is a slightly re-worded copy of a leaflet we gave out on the
recent Labour Party Young Socialists 'Youth Zzainst The Tories!'
demonstraticn in Liverpool. Wo would welcome eny commente or criticism
people may feel they want to make.*

NO FUTURE IN ANY GOVERNMENT

The conditions on YOP schemnes are terrible, most young people on
them spend their time doing hard, dirty and boring work, all for a
pittance wage. We demand better conditions, a realistic wage and more
concern and action over health and safety at work.

Let's aim to better ocur precent conditions because they're what we
all face each day, but let's not just stop there, let's aim to put out
of business those elected representatives who have never solved problens
like unemployment, but have only come up with solutions like stupid
YOP training, YOPs offer work experience, this means learning to do as
you are told, obeying rules, learning to clock in, clock out. Training
soie of us to work in the future in some useless enployrent;
advertising, aruaments, the production of useless comnodities, it's an
endless list, :

Is it erough to dermonstrate for a full-tire 3nb with union rates
given that in a few years time there will be other deuonstrations
making nore or less the same demands? Let's aim to destroy party
politics, let's get rid of the politicians. Let's control our own lives
with workers' co-operatives and no bossee. In the end we don't Just
want iuproved conditions, we don't want schenes like YUF, we want much
more, wWe want total control of our lives, we want to nake all the
decisions that affect our lives. For too long other people have been
doing that for us and abusing us,

Always work, work, work for us, and profits for the rich. Politicians
keeping us in line and keeping thenselves in power. W. stand in a park
thinking we're achieving something, listening and clapping, taking in
their lies, and what will any of then ever do? Perhaps scrap YO0Ps and
bring in a new schene with a new nane., Will you always follow
wherever they lead?

Politicians never encourage real workers' unity, and over the years
we have seen strike after strike crushed. Power and prestige is alwaye
the politicians first concern. VWork and schenes like YOPs kecp us in
line and them.in power in nice confortable positions, e should not
trust then any longer, but sirply organisc curgelves, call our own
strikes when we want and not wait 'til we'rc told we can or we can g,
be it by the governuent or the union hicrarchy.

¥E DOR!'T JUST WANT A SLICE OF 'MME CAKE., WE WAST THE WHOLE BAKERY!

(*cither via the pages of this review, or elesc direct to
Sox LAG 5
7 Bagot Striet,
Wavertrec,
Merseyside LIS 2HA.)
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CND, LABOUR AND THE FALKLANDS

The crusade against nuclear weapons is so important, says CND,
that we must all sink our political differemces and work tog-
ether. But the Falklands war and the reaction of the Labour
party and CND leadership must surely raise serious questions
about this approach.

Through marches, carnivals, demonstrations and petitions, CND
has attempted to persuade MPs to vote against the Bomb in
Parliament. Much work has been put into trying to gain the
support of the Labour party, which is thought to be more sym-
pathetic. CND hopes that a Labour party with Michael Foot as
leader will behave differently to the victorious Labour govern-
ment of 1964 (elected to abolish nuclear weapons - it started
building Polaris sunmarines instead).

WHAT LABOUR SAID.....
But can the Labour party's.
response to the Falklands
crisis give us any hope
that they would not drag us
into another world war?
On April 3rd, in the House
of Commons debate, with
only one exception
(Patrick Cormack) they
supported Thatcher's dec-
ision to send the Fleet.
Some now seem to believe
that it could be sent and
not used - such apparent
Doublethink is preposter-
ous. Michael Foot donned
the garb, not of pacifist,
but of war-mongerer. He
said of the Falklanders,
' ..they have been betray-
7% 4. | ed (and).., the government
_w@ﬁﬁyig§gﬂ must prove by deeds, bec-
; 'Eu%ﬂ?qu$i ause they will never be
_ yé@ﬁﬂ%$ﬁﬂg able to do it by words,
; SRR P i S NN T 5 45-'| that they are not resp-
by g LRI AN SN LN e BNt DI onsible....' His deputy,
P T R e b e ¥ I%gszﬁg Dennis Healey, interviewed
; < on Panorama the following
Monday, was even more

explicit. He stated that Britain must be prepared to sink Argentinian
ships and re-invade the Falklands.

Against 'foul, brutal aggression' (Foot) by a ®"tin-pot fascist
juntg' (Silkin), Labour is prepared to send thousands of young
working class men to kill their Argentinian counterparts and
die in the process. It is ironic that only a few weeks ago
Argentinian sallors were training in Britain, that many
Argentinian ships are made in Britain. So much did the

Government, Tory or Labour, care about Fascism then.



AND CND?777?
And what of the CND leadership? Instead of denouncing the war,
they supported it: .
The Labour Party, Liberal/SDP Alliance, many Conservative
MPs and military experts have spoken out against Trident.
Quite rightly, it's hardly the best way to defend
Britain. Just look at the Falkland Islands.
(CND advertisement, the Guardian, 1G6=4-82)
This clearly shows they think there is a best way to defegd
Britain and sguares with their advocacy of strong cqnvgnt}onal
weapons. Quite simply CND is not opposed to war - 1t 1s 1n
favour of conventional wars. Such wars have killed over 20
millioq people since 1945. This April the sum population of
countries engaged in wars was about 701,600,000 (Sunday Times
21-3-82) - or one person in six. They embrace forces not far
short of those taking part in the Second World War.

This war started because the Argentinian government, reeling
from the effects of the world recession and 150% inflation, was
faced with massive working class discontent in the form of
strikes and demonstrations that threatened to finish it off.

So it played the nationalist card, hoping to divert working
people's attention away from their own problems. For very
similar reasons, Thatcher's government gladly accepted the
challenge. Like all wars, this one has nothing to do with
working class interests.

War is an integral part of capitalism. Wars are fought for.many
reasons, including control of markets, sources of raw mqterlals.
securing national frontiers and engendering national unity.

They are simply the natural extension of commercial competit-
ion. And all those who try to run capitalism must discover

thisg fact.

CAN WE STOP WARS?

Against this war between capitalist states we must affirm that

a nation divided cannot go to war. We must realise that we have
more in commen with Argentinian workers than with British capit-
alists and politicians. The answer +to this, and all wars, must
be more class struggle. Like last year during the civil servants
strike, when the NATO war machine was thrown into panic at the
threat to Britain's Polaris capability when a small group of
dockyard workers walked out. Like the strike wave of 1980 in
Poland which paralysed the Warsaw Pact. We must abandon

this false road of compromise with war-mongerers and murderers
of workers, advocated so blatantly by CND. We must choose for

a libertarain revolution,,for a world with no nations, no
states, no 'bosses', no 'workers', no 'profits,where people
matter and where things are prodwysged because people need them,
not to keep an idle few in luxury and power. Where the causes
of war have been eradicated forever.

This leaflet has been produced by a group of libertarians living
in the Potteries. We would like to discuss the issues raised.
in this leaflet with others. If you would like to contact us,
you should write to the following address, in the following
manner : R.KNIGHT, c/e Students Union, The University, Keele,

Staffs.
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. WORK FOR
¢"Ama /A CHANGE

Today in Britain, workers are suffering the full effects of

a savage attack uponn their living standards. With three and
a half million as the official level of unemployment and
the Tories talking of a zero wage rise for the coming year,

the prospects for many of us, in and out of work, is even

more belt-tightening to help the bosses solve their crisis.

It

b

et N
AN

RIGHT To
WORK

By working to "make 3ritain great again", workers are,

in reality, working to strengthen the system which serves to
keep ordinary working people in a position of subservience.
Tt means workinz to keep the bosses in their rich lives while
the rest of us struggle from day to day.

We think it is important to look at the purpose and



possible outcome of marching for the right to work. We believe
that goverrments of any political shade will not change their
policies. Lets not forget that the Tories are only continuing
what Labour started. Lahour started the run down of State
services, the cuts in British Leyland and the axing of jobs at
British Steel. And it was Labour that brought in the cuts in the
Social Services as a back up to their infamous Social Contract
with the unions to contain our strugzle against falling living
standards. And it was the Labour Party and the TUC that drew up
an approved s-t of suidelines on picketing very similar to

the the Employment Bill.

By taking part in marches like this we are showing the
Government that they can control.us by channeling our energies
into safe activities which pose no threat to the bosses and
serve to boost the credibility of the Trades Unions and the

Labour Party.
Let us instead fight to chanze this depressing situation

not by fighting for the right to work for a capitalist system

but by fighting to change the system to one where we, the workers

% X

SEPT

nave control over our, own lives and our own futures.

A ARRA A

FEB. P, _MAY. ? “FURY,

If you agree with any of the ideas expressed in this leaflet
or would simply like to hear more about our politics write

tos R.Knight
7 Northcote Place
Newcastle-under-Lyme
STAFFS

S0 G0 RN E ********ﬁ-*****-ﬂ-*-i(-***-ﬂ-***************%*#%******************%

printed and published by a group of libertarians living,

working and claiming in the Potteries.



In towns and cities throughout
Britain the Armed Forces have rec-
ruitment centres, all round the
country the Armed Forces hoild
military displays and exhibitions.
They're spending considerable sums
to persuade young people to join
up - and to convince people gener-
ally that the Army, R.A.F., and
Royal Navy are great institutions
that everyone should support.

But just what would it mean if you
decided to sign on the dotted line?
SLAVERY
ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Rk
You sign your rights away. In all

the Armed Forces it's strictly
forbidden for people to get together
to push for better conditions or
more pay. Strikes are outlawed.
You're expected to do everything
your superiors in rank tell you -
without question. The discipline
and training can be harsh and brutal,
several servicemen have been killed
on training exercises in recent
years.

And you can't even leave when you
want to! You sign a contract for
several vears and can't leave till
it ends, except in special circum-
stances. PEven if you manage to save
enough to buy your way out, you can
be refused permission to leave.
IT'S A SLAVES LIFE!

'DEATH

t EERKKEEREAK
You risk being killed or maimed.

Since the 2nd World War PBritish
servicemen have died in Korea,
Kenya, Malaya, Cyprus, Aden, North-
ern Ireland, the South Atlantic

and the Falklands..... And you
won't be killing others and risking
your own neck for '"freedom and
democracy'. 1It's the rulers of
Britain - the government, the top
state bureaucrats, the executives
and chief shareholders of big corp-
orations - who decide when Britain's
Armed Forces are to fight. And
they so so in their own interests.

Take the Falklands. The PBritish
state hasn't waged war in order to
safeguard the interests of the
Falklanders. If the Rritish state
was really concerned about human

" Salesmen of Death

rights - why have they been selling
the Argentinian dictatorship milit-
ary ecquipment? why did they take

away many Falklanders' right to

come to PBritain by passing the Nat-
ionality Act? bhy do they allow the
Falkland Islands Company to evict
its workers from their homes when
they. retire?

Take Northern Ireland. The army
are not there to "keep the peace'',
They are another force for anti-
working class violence, in addition
to the Provisional I.R.A. and the
Protestant para-military groups.
Since 1969 the army have shot dead
over 120 innocent civilians (includ-
ing children), none of whom were
involved in the fighting between
the Irish Republican paramilitary
groups and the British Army.
REPRESSION
EREERRR Rk Rk Rk Rk
You could be pointing a gun at your
own family and friends. The Armed
Forces are not only for fighting
overseas. Governments - Tory and
Labour - use them to break working
people's strikes for better pay and
conditions. At the Army college at
Camberley in Surrey officers train
to use troops against civilians.

WHY WAR ?
ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
The Armed Forces try to present an

image of glamour and excitement. HRit
behind it all is the death and suff-
ering of war. And with nuclear
weapons anotither World War could
destroy the entire human race.

Wars are fought because the world is
divided into different states and
power blocs whose rulers compete for
control of strategic areas, raw mat-
erials and minerals, markets for
goods. To end war people must over-

throw all rulers, East and West,
It's no good electing a new govern-
ment - all governments, right or
left-wing, will maintain and use the
war machine. People need to take-
over the workplaces and all
society's resources. Then all of us
can help create a co-operative world
community where human needs - not
profit and power - are what count.

Published by the Subversive Graffiti Collective, c/o 163 King St., Aberdeen.
Please write if you would like more info and a copy of our free news-sheet.
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resiat;ng the GGVGlHLCHE 3 ahtenw- to out %
alyeady low wages.

The Mealth Sorvice dispute is really a

in their fight for a 12% rice the government struggle betweern the ruling class sod the entire
is not the K.H.S. vorkers' only enemy. 'They must “working elass {and that includes vnenployed, women

heware thosce most eiffective stirilkie breskers, ins who work iz the nome, ete. 3.
T.0.€. snd the Union ieaders. These bureszucrais

2till have blood on their hands after stabbing
the train drivers in the back., FNow in the heslih
service dispute they're dictating a sirike sirat-
egy tliat has about ag much bite as a toothless
sheep.

This Tory government - like Labous bLofore it -
aime to elash workews' Jivwing standards, in order
to baost ernlovers’ profits. Governmenta every-
where, from Poland te she U.B5.A., are doing the
sawe, as capitalism Fast snd West sinks deeper

inte wvecessicn,

TOKEN GESTURES

The T,7,C. Mealth Services Combitio e ars
Jimiting 1at¢onai aﬂxion to 1 or 2 day siyikes,
; weeks ana What's wore, Union leaders are t;}—
-dug te IEHLPICt solidarity action. ‘hen the
¥leelt St. electyicians struck in supniort of tne
health workers they defied not only @ ceourt im-
Janction but also the T. U.C., COHSE lesdar
Spanswick, end the prini uaicn leaders. Vs
restricting workers' direct actiom, Uricn bosses
are pushing the futile course of arui»Tﬂ&iGn.

RO
e

This compromi i
by local Unien ]~. =
of Grampian Associg = : sive o ;
chairnan Jim Kddi £ uEuth worknls cecocupying administration
on Sept. lst Wi e 2,(mo cirowd vy, Luildings is very positive. Iy ihese oCoupatioune
ere intent om givi ot reception - 2; H.H.5. workers are implicitiy chailenging the
compleie with scrambled egps — uld ia busied é; whcle hicrarchical set-up of the N.H.&., where
himself pointing out demonstrators he considercod %E mest workers have low status and no say in making
"Lroubiemskere™ {o +he police. %his helped the 1 Ceclsions. If anyonme knows how things could be
cops arrest <€ people end hit at Jeast 2 others, =  improved in tleir own arves of work its the
. enclllary snd pursing steif - not some pen push-
GIREAUICRATS OUT ' ing bureaucrat or government nminister,
—
o e i e RN 0 Thiﬂ principle a1pl‘bs to all jubs. uhy
& dec1de on how its to be done ?
Services ComJlttcr d“d txe UnlaF ]epdnrs.

i
i

TAKING OVER

llgcicions about strike stratezy could be

- taken st mass meetings of 2ll workers at each
hespitel, or site. This would slso help overcome
any divisions between workers in different unions
The strike actions could be co-ordinated nation-
ally by msetings of elected delegates
by ilie local mass meetings.

HJW TO WIN

ow can we make such & change ? Certainly
not by voting ir a new set of politicisns to
Tule over us.

, mandated

RS STRIKING T

But if workers in all industries and jobs
occupied theixr #orkpnaceQ.....lf workers then
staried to run the workplaces under their gwn
control without any beosses or managers..... I
people re-orgenised production so that it was
geared to huran needs not making profits.....
Yhen we could create a world worth living in.

WHAT KEXT? :

7
L

Wnat kind of action could win the disputs ?
Mase relliecs of Grampisn N.H.9. workers have
'twice voted in favuur of 811 health workers geoing
on strike, leaving ouly cHmergency cover,

Iealth workers have recently occupied Health
Servicee administration buildings in several areas.
Sueh oceupations tsking place aill over the coun--
try would have a tremendous impact.

Ve c&n sirike a blew against this exploiiing
system xight now by essuring the health workers
win their claim, 4 vicliory for the hesith we:
ers will be a victovy for o}l wesking class

SEPT....NHS AND OTHER WORK

Solidzrity sction by other workers is vital - b pecple. The rally in support of the health
»and must ge beyond symbolie restures. W need i workers in Aberdeen on 27th August proclsimed
to sexiously disrupt the economy. Experienps = that Aberdeen workers vera pared to play their
[ . A 3 -
shows that a very effective way to win sueh i part in a Etﬁiiul strike in support of the Henlth

support is for henlth werkers to speak direectly workers - we must be prepared te mske those
to mass meetings ai differcnt workplaces words rﬁﬂlitY«

e

o

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE SUBVERSIVE GRAFFITI COLLECTIVE, C/0 163 KING ST., ALERDEEN. ( 5.9,

L
2 f



Step Up The Strikes

A big stepping-up of strike action by work-
ers inside and outside the NHS is what the hesalth
workers' struggle needs. But what do we get from
the TUC and the Union leaders? A pathetic strike
strategy: One day actions followed by weeks of
inactivity. 6 months long struggle culminating
in a TUC call for a one hour gemeral strike.l

The TUC and the Health Service Unions have
adopted a policy all along designed to keep the
lid on a potentially explosive struggle, capsable
of releasing all the pent-up frustrations of work-
ers suffering wage cuts, redundancies, speed ups
and escalating restrictions in all aspects of
everyday life.

Calls by the NUPE conference snd many mass
meetings up and down -the country for am sll out
strike with emergency cover, have been either
ignored or condemned by Union leaders. Most of
the action so far, whilst determined, has been
in reality either symbolic or sectiomal.

UNITY NOT UNIONS

Other groups of workers, even in the public
services and 1n the same Unions, many of them
formerly in dispute with their own employers, have
been delibersately 'kept on ice'. For instance
local authority white collar workers, with the
same minimal 12% demand due for settlement last
July, snd offered only 5%, have been called on
to take sympathy action for Health workers, but
‘NO action on their own behalf! Even then solid-
arity actions like those of the Fleet St. elect-
ricians had to be taken umofficially AGAINST the
TUC and the Unions.

The Union strategy is precisely that which
defeated the Bealth workers in 1979, the Civil
Service workers in 1981, and the railway workers
just 2 months ago. These negative lessons need
to be learnt very quickly if the same fate is not
to befall the Bealth workers today.

The lessons apply not only to the conduct
of the dispute but to its objective. The aim is
a 12% wage rise, just enough to cover last years
CUT in wages. HIT the Unions are actually only
asking for arbitration. W all know that at besti
all this would produce, even if the government
accepted the arbitirator's recommendations, is 1
or 2% more than the offer.

All of this demonstrates that if this dispute
is to be won, NHS workers must start to take con-
trol of it away from the TUC and the Unions and
run things directly in their own interest.

That means

1) Organising through general meetings and
delegate committees of all the workers, irrespect-
ive of their position in the hierarchy or member-
ship of different unions.

2) Sending delegates to other workplaces and
arguing with them for real solidarity actiom.

3) Starting an all out strike with the work-
érs, not the hospital managers, controlling the
EREeIgency service.

4) Ezte::.cling the strike to other (especially
public service ) sectors starting with those
already in dispute and organising joint sctionm.

5) Kot being shy to take guerrilla actions
outside the consent of the union buresucrscy.
The occupation of an administration building by
Rhondda nurses, which sparked off a rush of sim-
ilar actions elsewvhere, is & good example.

6) Struggling for the full 12% and nothing
less.

The 22nd September Day of Action will only
belp the health workers'cause if its the start
of & major escalation of action - by heslth
workers and all workers. Thsat way the 12% can
be won.

Bit even then the Bealth workers will still
be working for effectively the same pay as before
last years cut - and for the same bosses and in
the same hierarchical set up which keeps everyone
firmly in their place - with the worst paid work-
ers and the patients at the bottom of the pile.

P d) ==

— SEERs ITS LEcAL, THEY SAY THaYRE ALl WLRsES | ~———

At Wexham Park hospital in Berkshire nurses
have refused instructions to drug patients against
their will. BSuch actions challenge the whole
authority structure of the Bealth Bervice. That
challenge is needed not only in the Health Service
but in ell areas of society. Wy should a privil-
eged few take all the decisions about how society
is run?

World-wide we all need to join our struggles
together and overthrow the system that allows low
pay and inadequate heslth care, when the resources
exist to overcome this. We must create a society
without bosses or leaders of any kind, where
production is for human needs, and access to
health care and all goods and services is freely
available.

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE SUBVERSIVE GRAFFITI COLLECTIVE, C/0 163 KING ST.,

ABERDEEN. ( 22nd Sept.1982).

Canments and inquiries welcome, copies of our other leaflets and the SUBVERSIVE
GRAFFITI local news-sheet obtainable free.



We've heen shot at by hoth
sides in the South Atlantic.

Though the media would have us think that the 'free, democratic, Rritish
state' is fighting a 'brutal, fascist, Argentine junta', the rulers of
both countries have a lot in common. Their differences are a matter of
degree rather than of principle. Bth countries have millions unenployed,
and rising rents and prices while wages are held down. Relative economic
prosperity allows the British rulers to treatpeople a little less nastily
at the moment. They fire plastic bullets at demonstrators in Belfast,
lead ones in Buenos Aires. In Rritain discidents face police harasqment
and occasionally incarceration in prisons and mental hespitals, In
Argentina its death squads and torture chambers.

Both sides needed the war to divert people from fighting back against
capitalism's economic crisis. The dispute was gaining momentum while
workers in Argentina took to the streets to resist their ruvlers, while in
Britain our rulers fear a bisger and hetter repeat of last summer's riots.
Now the rulers of botk countries hope :hese struggles wiil be drowned by

a wave of chauvinist j.ngoism. Awd bo h sides now have the war as a handy
scapegoat for their troubles, and working class resistance can be put down
as 'unpatriotic'.

tbw can we choose sides in toi- dispute? The British Fmpire and the,
Argentine Republic are both our enemies, Like all states, in so-called
"socialist' countries as well as the west, they are committed to preserv-
ing their brand of capitalism and avre prepared to defend it by brutal
attacks on the working class in their own countries, and by sending young
men to kill, 'and be killed by fellow workers from other countries. And
so long as there are competing states and power blocs, there will always
be wars. No government can prevent this, however much they shout about
peace. The Falklanders have had a brutal lesson in what can happen when
we rely on the state to 'defend' us. Hhatever happens they now face many
years living with their islands under military occupation by British,
Argentine or UN troops.

The only war worth fighting is the cla:s war agdinst the rulers of every
country. In the Jast four months the wirkers in Poland have shown it is
pessible to keep up some resistance to he most repressive regimes. W
can hope the Argentine workers can folluw this,and assist both these,
struggles if we possibly can. But we have the most power to act against
the ruling class here in Britain. W can extend the struggles in our own
comnunities and workplaces. We can reject the leadership of all would-be
govermnents and start ‘acting together “owards creating s co-operative world
without states, national bO:ﬂJaTIBS GT VAT,

What better opportunity to demolish the British state than when half its
- troops are out of the countyy?!!

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE SUBVERSIVE LRAFFIT] COLLECTIVE, C/O 163 KING
STREET, ABERDEEN. (li- -5-82)



PEOPLE & NHS - v -~ THATCHER & PROFITEERS

The NHS was set up by a labour govt. in the sway of pseudo-socialist post war
euphoria. Everybody had been pulling together for the war effort, and women had
proved their equality with men by working bravely and heroically in agriculture,
industry (munitions and textiles etc.) and especially in the business of cleaning

up where war hurts most i.e. in medicine, surgery and the running of hospitals.
Naturally Britain had to continue to care for all its heroic casualties, so while
most of the women were told to 'go back home', raise the new generation and let

the men take up their dominant role again as the breadwinners, those women in medicine
were expected to continue their arduous work by running the NHS, mopping up the

mess left by irresponsible capitalists and imperialist aggressors. There was nothing
social, nor idealistic, about WW 11 - and nothing socialist about the policies
adopted by the post war govt which was still basically under the thumbs of the

same powers which caused the war - the big capitalists' means of production and
exploitation with the imperialist politicians rule of nation against nation,

colonial and neo-colonial exploitation.

SOCIALISM, if it is at all, is by the people for the people; it is not a govt

which merely attempts to mitigate the iniquities of capitalism, nor a state machine
which administers every tiny need and in the process eclipses humanity with bureau-
cracy. The sentiments of communal solidarity or brotherhood aroused by the war

were neither by nor for the people: They were by big institutions staging campaigns
of hatred. They were for, not the love and welfare of the people, but the nation.
Any love and solidarity aroused in the people was channelled into the exploitation

of women of our own countries, and the continued nationalist effort to compete

with and beat the peoples of other countries. Where the nation benefits the people
suffer. Because nation means the small class of people who own control and manipulate
the resources of the people under the national govt. SOCIALISM must be by the

people for the people, not by the people for the nationalist and capitalists exploit-
ation of the peoples.

THE NHS was then not the triumphant creation of weak-hearted labour politicians

and stooges who gained credit for it., It was forcedto come about by the undeniable
responsibility of the nation to continue to care for the casualties, although it
stood for a while as a concession to the left wing movement, and the fringe group
who had been campaigning for it since 1935. Now the NHS has ground on for the

best part of 40 years, like a socialist island in a sea of capitalist competition
and hatred. Indeed the NHS has been under SIEGE for the last ten years since the
endless destructive/competitive struggle of blind profiteering capitalist production
has once again brought society to its knees, and the world into its deepest ever
economic and ecological c¢risis. IS IT ANY WONDER THAT THATCHER CHOOSES THIS MOMENT,
AFTER HAVING STIRRED UP THE STENCH OF NATIONALIST SENTIMENT via THE FALKLANDS
WASTAGE, TO BE PARTICULARLY PERNICIOUS WITH THE HANDLING OF THE NHS CLAIM ? THE
DESTRUCTION OF THE NHS AT THIS MOMENT WOULD MEAN MASSIVE PROFITS FOR THE PRIVATE
SECTOR, A CRUSHING BLOW TO THE POOR AND NEEDY PEOPLE, AND A DISGRACE TO THE WHOLE
LEFT-WING MOVEMENT, MAKING WAY FOR UNDISGUISED INTENSIFICATION OF EXPLOITATION

OF UNEMPLOYED AND WORKING PEOPLE OF ALL SECTORS - ESPECIALLY THE ETHNIC MINORITIES.
The history of the NHS is one of constant decline; the increasing exploitation

of conscientious people — both black and white, skilled and unskilled, mostly
female, health-workers; as our govt has been less and less prepared to finance

the health and welfare of its people because it is more interested in serving the
requirements of nameless and faceless capital and a national pride that requires
nuclear weapons by the megaton in order to hide its inadequacies and corruption,
and so make itself feel (falsely) Secure: - scared on the one hand of bureaucratic
socialism, on the other of giving people the freedoms (educational opportunity

and productive resources) which are the basis of any truly civilised society,
freedoms which are denied us by the capitalist system of production by exploitation,
economic and ideologic oppression and repression.

P



IT IS FULL TIME WE STOP BLAMING THE OTHER PERSON, THE OTHER NATION, THE OTHER
RACE. IT IS5 TIME WE THINK ABOUR WHERE WE ARE GOING WRONG IN OUR OWN CAMP. IT

IS TIME WE STOP ACCEPTING THE ECONOMIC CONCESSIONS WHICH MAKE US COMFORTABLE,
IGNORANT AND IRRESPONSIBLE. IF NOT APATHETIC. IT IS TIME WE STOP ACCEPTING THE
BACKSLIDING LABOUR PARTY AND RESIGNING OURSELVES TO MUTE SUFFERING FOR THE BENEFIT
OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM AND THOSE WHO EXPLOIT IT AND US. AND IT IS TIME WE STOP
ALLOWING OURSELVES TO BE LEAD TO THE SLAUGHTER - WW l..,.WW 11....wWw .

Thatcher wants to turn the NHS pay dispute into an issue (she has)

WE SHOULD TAKE THAT ISSUE UP AND THROW IT BACK IN HER FACE SO HARD THAT SHE NEVER
RECOVERS. We must mohilise massive support for the health workers - not a one
hour symbol ! We must go further and mobilise for the renovation of the NHS and
the socialist ideal it stands for. We must tie in the NHS dispute with the struggle
to build our own organisation for producing and distributing wealth and welfare
by the people and for the people, and to cease being as irresponsible, ignorant,
shortsighted and commodity dependent as our present leaders are and want us to
be. There is no time left for selfish and pecuniary motives, apathy and excuses,
we must get together to break out of the economic and legal restraints which this
old, crumbling society imposes on us.

Our -present drastic situation requires bold and decisive initiatives from us. One
suggestion is that we need a backbone structure of primary industries and agriculture
and public services, to provide the basics material needs of our population, and
which is 'profitable' enough to make a large provision of funds available to self-
help organisations community trusts and the like, which can carry -out secondary
productions and in so doing build up local community forms of life, releasing

people from the misery of condemnation to unemployment, racial discrimination

and shit-work. Release us from the grip of monopoly and multinational capital,

and we can do the rest by ourselves working for ourselves,
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MANCHESTER FREE BULLETIN

NO. 7 PASS IT AROUND

Greater Manchester area.

| ‘ political parties.

people,
all play an equal part.

=us

OBJECTIVES
1. To report on, analyse and seek solidarity for important
struggles amongst our fellow workers, especially in the

2+ To encourage independant working class activity outside
of the control of the trade unions and in opposition to all

3. To aim at the revolutionary overthrow of all governments,
bosses and leaders by a revolution in which the majority of
who at the moment are just expected to follow orders,

And we would like to see the

creation of & world without the wages/money/market system,

where we can all have a say in how things are run, and where
production is for human need not profit.

DHSS Strikes

The recent strike at Bury UHSS5 office
is another shining example of how
traditional trade unionism is failing
workers. We went to talk to pickets

a week after the strike starteao and
this is what we heard:

A team of speecial investigators had
gone to the Bury office to try to
offlead some of the work of the in-
spectors onto clerieal staff. This
was part of the Governments Long
term aim of privatising large chunks
of the welfare state, involuing
17,000 jobs lost. All the workers at
the office are aware of this ana all
refused to co-operate with the team.
Evee

Eventually the team demanded to imt—

pute was fizzling out sewveral DHSS
offices in Birmingham were taking
action over a similsr issue. 400
staff from four offices are on indef
inate strike and the regions other
offices have supported wikth a 24
hour strikes. The dispute is over
staff shortages = what with reduced
staff levels and increasing numbers
of claimants, the workload is too
muche This dispute has been going on
for a month now and shows no signs
of being resolved. And in Oxford
benefits office staff walked out
indefinately at the end of September
over the same issue.

With 1 these 'loceal'! disputes
ocourring at the same time, isn't it

i £

Just a few months back. NALGD and

|

NUPE with many workers in the NHS and
in Local Authorities have successfu-
1ly shelwed any Jjoint action aver
their common pay claims. Calls by the
NUPE Conference and many mass meetings
of hoepital workers (up and douwn the
country) for 'all out' action, with
emergency cover only, hauve been either
condamned or ignored by union leaders.
And all this simply over a demandj;

not for the full claim — small as

that is; but For & reference to arbi-

about time DHS55 staff realised that
united agtion would be far more
effective than sporadiec "local' stri-
kes, It is entirely obvious that the
Government is trying to decimate the
Welfare system = and it's not anly
claimants who'"ll be losing out.
Thousands af DRSS Jobs are also at
risk.

erview an inspector, who refused and
was suspended. Immediately the SCPS
(inspectors union} held a meeting
and walked out on strike. The next
day at the clerical workers (CPSA)
meeting they walked out im sympathy.
the strike

The strike demand was that the im=
vestigating team be withdrawn. The
strike soon became official, but it
gseemed the unions main concern was
how much strike pay they could afford
(sounds like the boss, doesn't it?)
A week later the DHS55 was being wery
provocative and the unions were try—
ing to get everyone back to work.

It has got ta be said that times
have changed. Gone are the days of
the guick victory aor the small
successful strikes The only strug-
gles that have any hope of suce-
eeding are massive united ones.
The social and economic system is
cracking up and it's going teo drag
us all down ane by one unless we
unite and fioht.

trations All arbitrstion did for the
railway workers and teachers was to
confirm a eut in their real wages,
does anyone expect the Health workers
to fair any better?

The chzirman of the sirike commitiee
told meeting to be held
the following morning. He saw tue

posszible courses of action. The

Thare is still a fighting spirit
amongst many Health workers and there
have been some excellent, imaginative
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first was simple -~ stay on strike actions outside the confines of the
until the amn left. In view of the - nffici§l Union campa%qn. BUT all ?F
s e i e sn oo NS I I@S GO s et e e
- UUTCFELjn' ??FHS:BDlE tte nsxt If the dispute is to be won, NHS
TéEk F;s ;i -4ih%1u?fzerip;2jianis workers must start to take control
;;2;DDUEE22 'n;yBQEZT :niiﬁarity 'Another TUC day of action in support of it away from the TUC and the

of the Health workersi' = You cam
hear the yvaunsz and sighs in svery
workplace, even from workers who were

originally enthusiastic supporters of

unions and run things directly Iin
their own interests. We think this
means =

sesemed the obvious choice.

But another ides was being pushed by
the union. Ever mindful of the state

of their bank account, they suggested

such actions a short while ago. The

1) Organisinag through general meet—

sveryone go back to work, snd if the dispute has been dragged out For six  ings and delegate committees of all
inwestinating team hasled the inspec= months now. Mot only are the vital the workers, irrespective of their
tors again, then all the inspectors solidarity actions beginning to

(20 out of 170 workers!) would walk
pute This way the union could afford
full strike pay. And, they said, if
Barnstable and Dundee =re coming out
too, there's no way we can afford
strike pay for ewveryone, therefore

falter, but some hospital workers,
like the Central Manchester Ambulance
men are giving up and agreeing tao
settle for the Governments paltry

of fer.

The unions strategy of token solida-
rity actions, sectional strikes in

position in the hierarchy or member-—

ship of different unions.

2) Sending delegations to visit oth
workplaces and arguing with them fo
real, effective solidarity action.

3) Starting an all out strike with

e
=

the workers controlling the emergen-

go back to worke. How stupid can you Uhe Wilt anl syrbnlictgestiven. 1ika cy service not the managers,

gets IN the face of s common threat routine demonstrations and petitions 4y rypending the strike to other
facing all staff at all DHSS offices a1l well spaced put, is precisely (especially Public Service) sectors,
in the country, the unions best ree—  that which defeated the Civil Serwv=- starting with those already in disp-
ponse is to divide workers, not unite aptg back in 1981. The TUC is the ute, and organising Jjoint actions.
them. same TUC that arranoed for the isola-

it the same time as this 'loeal® dig= tion and defeat of the train drivers §) Struggling for the full 128

claim and nothing less.




Community Police!

Complaints about police brutality
continue unabated in Manchester and
especially in the Moss Side area, A
recent incident in Mose Side has con-
firmed the opinions of the people who
live there that the police are above
the law.

At the end of September (22nd) a
young man was stopped in Moss Side by
drug squad officers, who wanted to
take him to Moss Side station to
gearch him. Not suprisingly he didn't
want to go. There was some discussion
and a crowd gathered. He offered to

be searched in front of the crowd,

The police refused the offer, more
police arrived and there was a scuffle.
2 community workers arrived to try
and calm things down, one of the work-
ers wag described as " a riot leader"
by police there and a fight then took
place after which the police arrested
4 people and forcibly took tlem o
Mose Side police station. Cne of those
arrested was a community worker who
had no injuries before his arrest but
on his relsase from Moss Side has =
suspected fractured skull and possibly
permarnent damage to one of his eyes.

Three days after this happened a demon
stration ' organised ' by a small
number of local people (not even a
formally organised group) attracted
over 1,000 people including the local
MP, Councillors, and JPs, Many people
on the demonstration were middle aged
or old people who had never been on a
demonstration before. A petition was
nanded into the police demanding an
independent enguiry into the Moss Side
police.

Although we applaud the action of
local people in coming out to protest
in large numbers we think the calling
6f an independent enquiry is a waste
of time. The Scarman enguiry recommend-
ed that officers who had taken unoff-
icial weapones to deal with +the civil
disturbances be severely dealt with
and prosecuted. However the DPP has
refused to prosecute any officers-
even though the officers concerned
wvere identified through photographs.

In Manchester the police committee
seem poverless to etop the excesszes
of the latier day Jesus Christ,
Anderton. Throughout Britain more
and more people are dying in police
custody every year. The recent
appointment of & community liason
officer for Moss JSide has been an
vnmitigated disaster. Although paid
a huge salary the liason officer
has no credibility in the commmity.

The Jjob of the pollce is not to
rrotect the public - it is to
protect the people in control of
our lives from the people they
control — us, So it is no use talk-
ing of more community policemen

and more democratic control of the
police. Only when people organise
themselves so that he government
and its army and police are disband-
ed forever will people stop being
treated with brutality by the police.

1t is interesting to note that there
hag been & complete rewsblackout of
thie matter. The demonstration 3
days after the arrests was not rep-
orted and neither was a demonstrat-
ion held outside the Court when the
4 arrested appeared last week.

Direct Works

"This Cauncil is more right wing
than the Tories" & union convenor
said about 5alfords Labour Council
after being told that its Building
Man

Mzintenance Committee had decided to
sack all 430 workers in the Direct
Labour Foree, then offer them new
jobs at reduced rates with poorer
conditions. This kind of heavy hand-
ed dealing is certainly typical of
Tory Councils but is it really any
different to other more 'reasonable'
Labour Councils, like Manchester,
where the unions have just done a
deal to acecept 350 more redundancies?
A deal, which in giving more money
to early applicants, is deliberately
intended to stifle any unofficial
collective opposition. Of course
both these Labaur Councils are hlam
ing the Tory Governments pressure on
their organisstion and finmance. But
the element of truth in this should=

n't hide two important points:

Firstly, what kind of sp=called
workers organisation is it that acte
against the people it claims to
represent?

Secondly, are our memories so short
that we have forgotten the Labour
Government in power carrying out its
oun cut-backs and attacks on workers
living standards, even bringing in
troops (firemen, dustmen) to black=
leg?

To Fight back effectively against
these kind of attacks we've GOT to
go beyond the politics of trade
unignism and Labourism, which simply
imprizon us.

oCcT/NOV '82.
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QUIZ NAME THE SCAH QUIZ NAME THE
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B1. Who said "Kitson should have
his head Blown off"?

02. Who deseribed striking
ambulence drivers as "terrorists"?

03. Who declared a state of
emergency and used troops to
break a strike, and where?

04. Who said we were Mpaying our
selves more than the value of
what we produced"?

05, Who called for "the trimming
of 'candy floss' items, such as
education and social serwvices so
that more money would be available
for the police"?
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| contacr

We would like to hear from anyone
who agress with our objectives eor

is interested in the articles we
publish. You may be able to give us
useful information or write short
articles for inclusion in the bulle—,
tin. If you like what we produce

you could distribute copies of
'Wildcat' reqularly at your work-
place, school or club etc, We can
supply anything from 10 to 100 cop-
ies guite easily, free of charge,
although financial contributions are
most welcome. If your particularly
enthusiastic you might actually want
to help produce the bulletin.

If you would like to come along to
one of our regular meetings let us
know.

We can post you single copies of
'Wildcat' as they appear if you
send us a £1 contribution (cash or
stamps).

Write to:

'Wildcat' e/o Box 25,
164-166 Carn Exchange,
Hanging Ditch,
Manchester M4 38BN,




