CRDIzZIR ORDER ORUER O0RDER

“Wa are naw In an Interim period, moving from anarchy and paverty on the way 1o
order and ovarcaming the arisla.”
—Radlo Warsaw 12/18/81

Woatarn bankam privately appisudsd the move becauss they believe the
army's ection will endd the palitical impasea that hea developed between the -
pavernmant and Solldarity and that has paralyzed tha ecoromy.””

—Bunslss Week 12/28/61

““The resistancs, lika the movement m-u %ed fa the now-suspended Bolidarity unlon,
has cams frem the workers themselves, "
—The Now York Thmas 12/24/81

The current asuppresslon of the Polish workar' mavemsnt has @stumed the
propartions of & global tragedy: the madical dizsidence of an entire class In being
aliminated by miltary power. Thie loss i mada doubly tragle by the cynical use to
which It hea basn put by the forces of ordar avarywhara. Whila the soldlers of Gnnsral
Jaruzelskl lmposa “‘normalization” st gunpoint, Commander-in-Chief Reagan has
mabllized hla Idacioglcal troops In an attempt ie turn the dateat of Pollsh workers Into
a vittory for the “'free” world, whaae euperiority has suppcsadily been demonsiraled
by the army's caming to power In Warsaw. As If on cue, the American shadla Intora a
dirge about ihe descant of ““darkness’’ in Poland, while convenlantly tuming a biind
wyé to tha nkght of authoritarian ‘which relgna inter — and 8= an
Internations! system.

The righteaus indignation of American authoritiea |s quite calculstad: while Reagan
and Halg plousty dénounce the violation of human rights In Poland, they actively sastst
In the murderous represlon of workers and pessants In El Salvador and Guatemals.
But duplicity abaut tha Pplish eventa doss not end with auch obvicus examples. Poland
haa suddenly bacome all thinga to all peopls, and the word '‘Solldarlty'" dropa from
the lips of the most unllkely mouthe, fram tired AFL-CIC bureaucrnis to the powar
brokers of the Itallan Communist Party. Ideologlsin maro sophisticatsd than the While
Houae mpsachwriters decry the abusss of authorities In both Polend and alsewhera as
they atternpt without eny trsoe of Irony to |Ink thelr own raformist projects Lo the cause
of Pollah workers, & connection that conventantly ignores the truth that thess same

reballious worker often ty's reformist QOther llberals
find It necoesary 10 ba gven mare they daploro L] while
also regretting the ''ecessss™ of Balldarity.

It 18 preciaty the imporiance of what has been taking place In Poland durlng the
past 18 manths that Ia loat In this loud chorus of ‘concern’' and “‘outrage." If the
sflanca of Pollsh workers, students and intellectuals han been snaured by tanks and
mess arreais, the allanca hers Ia no less deafening about a crucial fact: Polish sirtkers
have besn angagsad In a struggie for an aliemative socisty, one different from both the
Inparial “ratlonaiity’" of Weatern capitaliem and the state caphallsm of Bastam
**saclalism.’” The Polish movament hee been an Inspiraticn 1 tie extent that, however
y and broka the mald of soclal In the

world. Its defoat I3 & matter that Involves act simply the fate of tha '“Polish netion,””
whigh showad (tsalf tp be divided lika al] other natlonrs, but the wey paopls Ive every-
where. Now, as Pollsh workers ara physically preventsd from speaking for themselves,
it Is not m question of speaking on their behalf but of confronting the Implicationn of
wha) they have already done. The erortcominga of the Polish movement — and the
role of Solidarity In fts defsat — are no less Important fo analyza.

The daclaration of & **stats of war'* on Decembar 13th pnly gave official status 1o the
aaolal war that haa been taking olace In Poland for over m year, & war fought
assentlally batwaan workars and the bursaucratic tlase which rules ovar thom In their
nems. Tha milttary solution now being puraued by Jaruzelskl & an attampt to foraibly
put an and to this canflict and to do %0 on bahalf of the baresucrady, aven thaugh the
lattar may hava had 1o surrender pome of s forhal authority. The preesnt Military
Caouncll of Natlorsl Balvation haa mads olear what It Intend to meva: sbete power. That
power will ba preserved even If It haa 10 be reduced to the most primitiva
adminltrative machingry, that of the state-r-arms. In an unthinking hamage fo
Trotaky's -concept of "'war communiam,” Polish Stalinimta have resorted io the
milltarization of socisty and the brutal reimpoalticn of a command scanamy.

ol a labor p In which workem ara presented with
the |1lerna1lve of wark or death scokm to resclve the twin <rises of Potlsh siete
capitalism, those of soclal power and aconamic producfion. The kwo are abvioualy and
niecessarlly related: now, &s In 1980, 1876 nd 1670, the real barrler to the accumuletion
of capltal In Poland appeary a8 the resistance of Pollah wirkers thamealves to alsterity
and autharly. Moroover, aa @ rasult af ths Incrassad Intsgretion of the Poilsh economy
(vla masslve Indebtadnesa lnd & depsndency an Waatern expart markats) within workd
gapltallem, the Palieh workers laca another set of masters In the form of Weatam
banks. Thus, if the pressnt confiict In Poland |3 mast minly & soclal confllat, It ts
alzo a graphic manifestation of aconomie crisla.

Howsver much the current struggle takes plass — on both aldes — under nevonalist
bannars, Ite global contaxt i -crucial to its outcome. Jaruzsiski's power 8 clearly
circumscribed by factors outside Poland, namesly, the pawer of hla Russian suparior
and YWaetern oredtors; but the fate of tha Pollen workers' movernent | equally an
Internasional question. Pollsh workers faoe 8 mederial ecarcity that, In addition 1o baing
the result of the Inept pollcles of tha buragucracy, I8 concretely ralatad to the cycles of
International capltallam. And an evantual victory of the Pollsh opposition — beyond &
mere roform of the exinting pewsr structure — could only be achleved through an
Internaiianalization of (s etruggle. Such a proapect, unilkely B3 It sesme In the
Immediate situation of represmicn, puts Into question the naturse of Solldarlty, the role
of the Ghurch and all the tradifional sharaoteristics of the Polish movemant.

An 1ho battlo betwsen the Polish opposlilon and authorlly entars a decllve phase,
It Ia already Feshlonable In the Waeatarn proas ia Ismant the fact that tha workars want
“'too far."” This arqumant Ia contradicted both by the actuel history of tha warkers'
movament end by the unfoxding of the survent criska. It anything, the official astions of
Salldarity, including Walesa's prior nogatiations with Jaruzelekl about @ ''National
Coundil of Undermanding"” and the Intsrventions of Solidarity’a national leadership
agalnet unsanctioned sirikes, prepared the way for  defeat of Foilsh workers by
disarming them In tha face of & state offensive sesking to suspemd the right to sirlke
itaaif. Thia took placs on both & figurative and literal level: In wands, Soliderity’s
leadarahlp promoted an exaggerated Image of the atrength of the workers' movement;
In aots, It weaksned the stiactive forca of thal movement.

In the manths before December 13th, Solidarity's natlonsl sxecutive wes engaged in
4 doubla maneuver involving at once the disciplining of Its own rank ard flie and the
aitempt an the part of the Isadership io achleve lsghtimized power for itealf In relation
to the party md state. Thus, while It appeared “'redical' In Ita uliimatuma to the
movad to contaln any suionomeus action on the
part of e memherl wnd dlmlly vpposad wildeat strikes and occupations such as that
¢! the women textile workers of In October, 1881. If the army eventually
arrivea at an with & wing of It wiill know vﬂlh
‘whom It Ie dealing.

The fallure of the Pollah movement cannot be sttributed o & almpla "beirmyal,”
howsver; It resulted from & sltuation that had bean developing for a keng time. The
pariod fnlluwmg tha meas llrllml af the Polish Summer of 1980 had alresdy seen the
strugture snd the rangolidation of e official
leadership. Almwgh thll phenpmanan was much haralded In the West as the
amargance of & '‘frea trads unlon,” bshind the riss of offlelal Bolitarlty lay a

- mignificant sroalon of the directly democratic power of the workers who had inRtiated

the entira Polish mavemant. In the Interval batwean the mppearance of the flret
Interfactory Sirike Committee (MIKS) in August, 1680 and the retification af Walesa's
{eadership In Ita Sepiamber, 1881 congrees, Solldarlty had become an Insiltution with
its own elits, & rhalling the viewad
itsalt as the official medium, &= the only tondult, for ehmul In Pokand and octed en
such. This pretended monapoly prived to ba double-edged.

As long an Soiidarity could function sifectively aa a trads unkin, 1.8, a8 long s it
could dellver the warking clase, the party was ready Wb racognize Bolldarity n Ite role
of official opposition. When Solldarity could no ionger tompletely contral Iis
constituency, and when certaln of It lsaders wanted more pawar vis-s-via the siate, It
bacama axpancabis In the state’s eyee. Tha ensulng "Operation Three Circles,’
mareaver, was directad not only ageinst Solidarity but ageinst all thase — workers,
studsnts, Intelleciuals — who might cortest exlsting authorlty. Jaruzelski's aoup hea
besn Ises a mave against Sotldarity’s trada unionlet aspiretions e9 it haa one againat
thoss In Soliarity’s rank and flle who Baw It a8 8 mass movemsnt of actlal
transformation.

Afthaugh the remnants of Solidarlty have undoubtedly conmtituted the major pert of
the current reslstanca to tha military regime In Poland, and deeplts the uncartaln
gtatua of the actus! orgenizailen Iteelf, few llluslone shoukd persist about officlal
Golldarity. It ean be ssen &5 an unstabla formation which ultimately falled In ita
attempt to madiate thet which could not be mediated, namely the conflict batwaan
Polich warkera and the astats. From the wnnlng. Solldnﬂw’l projact of '‘renewal'
presanted ABPOGLS: In alllance with the intellec-
tuals of KES-KOR apught ta subsuma tha workers' rebelllon undsr the reformist

ram of a "‘sallNmasaged republic’’ In which a democratizad chl ssclaty would
coexlst with tha party; meanwhila, much of Solidarity's b&se pursued @ more radical
slm — the Immediats and direct exteneion of an alternative saclal power In Polard. As
the Pollsh conflict dessened In ma lattor part of 1861, workers proposed to administer
soclal p ectlon gainst the atats on their cwn

Inltiathva.

Even at Its moat redical, howaver, thare were severe limitations to this movament:
the real Influence of Cathollc and natlonedlst Idwloay allowed 8 genyinely right-wing
alement \cmh the Ci Poland, KPN) to fleurlsh
within the . In the of the evente of December 13th,
suoh Catholk and nmiomlim cnmponsmn seam irank. Mot only woa the counter-
revoiution conducted by @ Pollah army and ia gensral, who untl then had appearsd an
B "patriot” In the view of Solldarity, the Church wes the fivst to counssl appesssmant
and compromisa In the face of tha milltary accupetion It rnetarically condemned.

w

In view of the present forcsd conscripiian of the Pollsh workforoe, Jaruzelskis
assurances about the continuation of “‘remewal’ acquire a differant algnificance. What
I3 being renewsd In Poland Ia @& violant, dirsct form of clam confiict. ¥Whlla the
pomalbility of sn eventual undaerstanding batwesn a rehabilitated 3oVderity and &
damlitarized governmant cannot be ruled owl, and Jaruzelaki may yat borow fram the
represalon-and-reform achool of THe and Kadar end Indssd creals & "'new model” In
Poland, such an outcoma depsmds oft & samblande of popular legitimacy far atate

.power, a oredibliity whioh would eppear t ba forfelted st prasent. Rathsr, the

impasition of “nermaley” In Poland mors ressmblea the “sanitizing™ ocperatins
conducted by other milttary regimes from Arpenting to Turkey, and the shauts of
"'Gestapol™ whish greeted securlty forces seem all the mare appropriate ghven the
governmant's erude use of antl-Semitic themea against s opponents. The deeperation
of the authoritiss Is such that among the rulns In conjemporary Poland can be found
nat only the collapes of the economy but the complete disintsgration of offialal
Ideclogy. M In the argumant of force — and nat the farce of argument — which la
persusalve In Poland today.

Jaruzalakl's stabllizstion measurcs alea raveal somothing of the ganeral methods af
astata power In the prossnt sra and the posalbilities of cppoaing them. The relative
apeed with whish the' Polleh military secured lia inltial cbjectives shownd the fate!
conpgquancea which awalt a revolutionary movemant which Ia unarmed and
damotifized on a practical levet, baing of and 1+

own defense because It hea caded pawer to Iis go-called ‘‘repradentatives.” Af the
sama time, the resistance of workers end studenta In Gdarak, of miners In Glleala, and
the gensrallzed sabolage conductad against millary ruje are evidenca of an aqually
instructlve refusal ta submit to authority. This resistanoce is no mora dua to the ''Polish
eplrlt” than the contlict Itsalf can ba sakd to aorcam paly Polea.

If the struggle which has baan taking place in Polish fectorles, minee and shipyards
haa yet to find an echo In Esstern Eurcpe and the UBEA — whers authoritlo hava
succassfully terned Poilsh nationallam egalnat lwelf — the International repercussionsg
of this mowemant have not anded. Follah workers themsalves refer tu thair go-slow
dieruptions of production g “ltallan piviksg," showing an Implcitly Inlernationallst
recogritian of forma of rebalilon elsewhere. Others may corme to amulate Poliah
workers and not simply ir ferms of tatice. Evan in.the U.8., where avents In Poland
have baen viewed by many aa those Invelving & romote pleca of poverty_gnd hardship,
Paligh-style realities and aspirations may be brought claser to hama.

As Pollsh workers Jaruzsiskl'a of & glorioua “‘retum to
work,” the Ideas and experlence of thelr movement have becoma a forca In the world.
However much Interpretara elsewhers atiempt 19 diseradit ar manlpulats the legacy of
the Pollah rebslllon, Iks content cannct be eatirely repressad and ita lasues and
confilcts remaln et the center of soclal history everywhere. It le fitting that there ls
similarity In tha views on Foland advanced by leaders Eant and Weel: Brozhnew
accusea tha Pollah workara of wanting to ' restors capitallem'”; Reagan secka to reduce
thelr movement to the level of & militant Junlor Chamber of Commercs, declaring
"ihgir causa In curs." In both cases, the entlauthoritarian dimensions of the Pallsh
movemant are dellberately cansared. Yet, In thalr actions, in thair expression of &
deslre 10 easuma direct control over the epclel world thet dominites them, iha
participants In this rebellkon challenged capitallsm, both worporste and bursaucratic. It
wasa not slmply Laninism which wea burled by the warkera of the Lenin shipysard In
Gdanak. The sesartion by Pollah workers of their coflective power wes alao the axpliolt
negation of private enterpriss.

The Immediate conditiors ot NIfe In Poland today — material privation and
powerlesensss — are reprodused In varying dogreea throughaut the world. As the
current crigls of advancad caphallst economiee and s Inter
austerlty and diacipling will be the order of the day, arid will Ineugurate the day of
ardar, evarywhers. In the face of this, the “Pallah axperiment’” should Ingplra further
axparimants — experimanta In going beyond the exisiing framework of things, beyond
the dominatian of things and thoes who adminleter thelr productior. A genulna
renawal of soclal poealblltles oannat occwr within only one vounirys It requires
Internaticnal psrapeciives and actiora. |n the meantime, It Is net & question of lighting
candles but of msetting fire to the structures, routings and authortty which Imprison
contemporary |Ifa.

January 10, 1832

Poland
1982

COLLECTIVE INVENTIONS
RO.Box 24411, San Jose
CA 95154 USA




