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The ‘i h get ‘i her, the Poor ha e Childre
Irela d’s poli y o  a orio  is ar ari  a d i hu a e. Here’s why.

What ould you do if the o do  oke? If the o i g ate  
pill wasn’t available? If you were pregnant as result of rape? If 
you found out your much-wanted pregnancy wouldn’t survive 
past birth? If you looked around at your life and realised you 
weren’t ready to be a parent? What if you lived in a country 

he e a o io  is agai st the la  i  al ost all i u sta es?
Wel o e to I ela d i  . The  A o io  A t as ot 
extended to Northern Ireland, and even if women living there 
t a el to ai la d E gla d, they a e sill ot allo ed to a ess 
a  a o io  o  the NH“ ut ust pay p i ately. I  the Repu -
li  of I ela d, a o io  is sill go e ed y the  Offe e 
Against the Persons Act. Much noise was made of the Protec-
io  of Life Du i g P eg a y A t, hi h a e i to effe t i  
Ja ua y  a d supposedly allo s a o io  i  ases he e 
a woman’s life is at risk, including from suicide.

Even in the extremely limited circumstances under which 
a o io  should e pe ited, it is i tually i possi le fo  

women to access. As I write this, there have been a string of 
edia f e zies a out a o io  i  I ela d a d No the  

I ela d. I  May, a High Cou t uli g de ided ot to dis upt the 
status uo a d o i ued to de y o e  eside t i  No th-
e  I ela d NH“ a o io s, e e  if they a e to E gla d, ate  
the othe  of a  yea  old gi l uesio ed he  eed to aio  
food and sell things to raise the required funds to travel and 
pay p i ately fo  a  a o io . A d last eek it as lea ed 
that a young refugee, pregnant as result of rape and suicidal 
i  he  despe aio  ot to ea  he  apists hild t ied to get a  
a o io  i  I ela d a d i stead as gi e  a aesa ea  se io  
25 weeks into her pregnancy.

State De ial
While it is shocking that a state would deny a 15 year old or a 
aped o a  a  a o io , it is ot su p isi g. I o k ith 

A o io  “uppo t Net o k, a g ass oots ha ity that aises 
funds to help women forced to travel to access a safe, legal 
a o io . We do this e ause e k o  that aki g a o io  
agai st the la  o  est i i g it i  a y ay does ot stop o  
e e  de ease a o io . It si ply e su es a t o-ie ed syste  
u de  hi h o e  ith o ey ha e opio s a d o e  
without money have babies.

Let’s e lea . A o io  “uppo t Net o k does ot hea  f o  
the a e age  o a  eedi g a  a o io . Most o e  ho 

eed a o io s ha e thi gs like edit a ds, a k a ou ts, 
fa ily they a  ea h out to fo  help, jo s. A“N o ly hea s 
from the women who are extremely desperate. While there is 

o typi al o a  ho o ta ts A“N, the e a e th ee thi gs 
they all have in common: They are pregnant. They don’t want 
to be pregnant. And they are poor.

Asked to talk about the worst case I’d ever heard, I’m at a 
loss: is it the refugee who was raped and tortured by prison 

I  this issue e sho  struggles arou d the orld agai st ge der oppressio  a d for freedo  
to e i  o trol of ho e are, hat happe s to our odies a d ho  e li e. These struggles 
are ot usuall  disi t ge der issues, ut are i tert i ed ith resista e to apitalis  a d 

the State. The  are part of the ge eral o e e t to reate a orld ithout e ploitaio  a d 
oppressio , a so iet  i  hi h the i di idual a  e hat the  a t to e i  free asso iaio  

ith others. We all this a ar hist- o u is .



gua ds efo e es api g to I ela d o l  to fi d he self 
p eg a t ut u a le to o tai  a isa to t a el fo  a  a o io , 
o  the  ea  old gi l ho as o side i g taki g he  o  life 
ate  e o i g p eg a t as a esult of a iole t ape? The 

o a  o e o i g a e e t e ea e e t a d suffe i g f o  
se e e dep essio  hose p a e s e e lite all  a s e ed 

he  she had a is a iage athe  tha  eedi g to t a el to 
E gla d, o  the othe  of fou  t i g to figu e out ho  to 

ash he  a  adl  e ough to i du e is a iage ut ot 
adl  e ough to pe a e tl  i ju e he self o  ause death? 

These o e  a e fo ed  i u sta es - usuall  a o i-
aio  of d a o ia  a o io  la s a d po e t  - to take hat 

should e a pe so al a d p i ate de isio  a d sha e it, a d 
a  u o fo ta le pe so al details, ith a o plete 

st a ge . A d o ate  ho  i e e a e o  the pho e, o  
he  a o a  is sat i  ou  kit he  ith he  up of tea, a d of 

ou se it’s lo el  that olu tee s a e illi g to ope  thei  
ho es to st a ge s a d is ’t it g eat that the siste hood is 
ali e a d ell the fa t that this lose, i i ate elaio ship is 

e essa  is e , e  o g.
A o a  ho has looked at he  life a d de ided that o  is 

ot the i e fo  he  to take o  the espo si ilit  of a othe  
hu a  ei g should ot ha e to go o  a  hou  us jou e , 
o  get o  a pla e, o  take a fe , o  pa  he  je elle , o  lie 
to he  othe , o  take out a £  loa  that she eeds to 
epa  £  fo , o  sleep i  he  a .

A d the  the e a e the p a i al o side aio s. P ete d fo  a 
i ute ou a e p eg a t a d eed to t a el fo  a  a o io . 

He e a e so e of the uesio s ou ill i d up aski g:
Do I ha e a u e t passpo t o  othe  a epted fo  of 
photo ID?
Do I eed a isa to t a el to E gla d?
Ca  I get a isa i  i e to sill get a  a o io ?
Do I ha e e ough o e  to pa  fo  the a o io  a d the 
t a el?
Wh  do ’t ai fa e spe ial sales e e  appl  to the i es he  

o e  eedi g to t a el fo  a  a o io  eed to go?
What sto  a  I tell the pe so  ho ill at h  hild e  

hile I a  a a  fo   o   o   hou s?
Do I ha e the o e  fo  hild a e?
Ca  I tell  pa t e  o   fa il  that I a  p eg a t o  ill 
the  p essu e e to ha e the a ?
Ho  fa  alo g a  I?
At hat poi t i  p eg a  does the ost of a  a o io  go 
up?
Ca  I tell  GP I a  p eg a t o  ill he tell  hus a d/ 

othe / eigh ou s/ oss?
Will ha i g a  a o io  i pa t  gei g  e isi g 
hild e  out of foste  a e?

Ho  a  a i pads ill I eed fo  the t ip ho e?
“i e this as a a ted p eg a  ith fatal foetal a o a-
lies a d I a t to ha e a fu e al, a  I put foetal e ai s i  

 ha d luggage?
Whe e a  I go fo  ad i e?

This last o e is a ig o e. The e a e ogue isis p eg a  
e t es all o e  I ela d a d N I ela d a d E gla d fo  that 
ate  ut e  fe  that gi e p a i al a d u iased i fo a-

io  a out all of a o a ’s hoi es. A d these pla es a e 
ge e all  i  u a  o  it  sei gs, ea i g that o e  i  

o e u al pa ts of the ou t  ote  ha e o he e to tu  
fo  ad i e a d i fo aio  othe  tha  the i te et - if the  
ha e a ess to the i te et - a d ha e ou e e  t ied googli g 
a o io ? I a ’t tell ou the u e  of o e  ho 
at hed The “ile t “ ea  efo e alli g us.

Locaion, locaion, locaion
A o a ’s lo aio  is also a huge pa t of he  a ilit  to a ess 
a  a o io . It’s o e thi g if ou’ e i  Du li  o  Belfast, ut 
f o  Gal a  o  E iskille  o  De , a  i ute su gi al 
p o edu e a  i d up taki g up to th ee da s - a d ho  a e 

ou  hild a e opio s looki g o ?
Fi all , all of the o sta les pla ed i  f o t of o e  fo ed to 
t a el fo  a o io  a e - a d espe iall  the e o o i  
o sta les - ea  that o e  t a elli g fo  a o io s a e e  
ote  late  i  te . Fo  i sta e, less tha  . % of a o io s 
pe fo ed i  the UK take pla e et ee   a d  eeks 
gestaio . I’d sa  at least % of the o e  ho o ta t us a e 
at that poi t - a d this is usuall  e ause the  ha e ee  
t i g to a ess i fo aio  a out thei  opio s a d ee  
t i g to aise the o e  to t a el. “adl , i  I ela d, No the  
I ela d a d the U“ the e a e a  ases he e  the i e a 

o a  aises the fu ds a d get to the li i , she is o e  the 
legal li it fo  a te i aio  - so ei es  as litle as o e 
day.

He e a e so e thi gs that o e  ha e do e hile t i g to 
aise fu ds fo  thei  a o io s:

“old the a
“old eddi g i gs, e gage e t i gs, hei loo  je elle
Not paid rent

“kipped lu h fo  a o th
Chased pa kages of i th o t ol pills ith otles of gi
Not ought Ch ist as p ese ts fo  thei  kids
Cut off the ele t i it
D u k floo  lea e

“i e e ope ed i  , A“N has hea d f o   o e . 
 o e  ho a ged i  age f o   do  to , ho 

e e i  o  es api g a usi e elaio ships, had se ious e tal 
o  ph si al health issues, e e a i g a ted p eg a ies 

ith fatal foetal a o alies, o e  a d fa ilies ith hild e  
u a le to affo d o e.  O   Ju e the UK Depa t e t of 
Health pu lished thei  epo t o  A o io  “taisi s fo  . 
These u e s sho ed a edu io  i  the u e  of o e  
f o  I ela d a d No the  I ela d t a elli g to E gla d to 
a ess a safe a d legal a o io  - , , do  f o  ,  - 
the lo est epo ted u e  si e . The  do ot i lude 
the o e  ho o e to E gla d a d gi e the add ess of a 
lo al f ie d o  fa il  e e , the o e  ho t a el to othe  
ou t ies to a ess a o io s, o  the hu d eds - if ot thou-

sa ds - of o e  ho o tai  ea l  edi al a o io  pills 
o li e f o  Wo e  o  We . These u e s also do ot 
aptu e the o e  ho a ot t a el fo  easo s of ost, o  
hild a e o  a thi g else.  

The la  as it sta ds fails all o e  i  I ela d. But he  ou 
ake a o io  agai st the la , o  est i t it i  a  a , 
o e  o l  ha e opio s if the  ha e a passpo t, a edit 

a d, so eo e to at h thei  kids, a d the £  to £  it 
osts to t a el a d pa  p i atel  fo  a  a o io . Othe  tha  

e di g pat ia h  a d ha gi g the eliefs of people ho 
a ’t see  to g asp that hoosi g ot to ha e a hild at a 

pa i ula  poi t i  ou  life, o  e e , is i  itself a alid, o al
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I  el o e e s fro  “pai  a  ate pt  the go er e t 
to de  the right to a orio  o  de a d has ee  a a do ed 
i  the fa e of hea  opposiio  fro  the people a d 
a paig i g groups.

The Mi ister of Jusi e Al erto Ruiz Gallardo  had pio eered 
a ill to e d a ess to a orio  e ept i  the ase of rape or if 
there as a threat to the ph si al or e tal health of the 

other. I  addiio  the ill proposed that a ter i aio  e 
ased o  the opi io  of t o do tors.

The ill had ee  part of the e tre-right Popular People’s 
part ’s progra  si e  he  leader Maria o Rajo  
pro ised to o ertur  pre ious legislaio  hi h ga e o e  
the right to ter i ate preg a ies of et ee  4 a d  

eeks. The go er i g People’s Part  is stro gl  ied to the 
Catholi  Chur h hi h had ha pio ed the ill. There has 

ee  litle reportage of the ill i  Briish press - asto ishi g 
o sideri g it ould e the ost dra o ia  la  o  a orio  i  

Europe.
As the proposals took shape the usual de o straio s ere 
alled agai st the  a d took pla e o  a  al ost dail  asis. 

Te s of thousa ds of people de o strated i  Madrid i  
Fe ruar  4 displa i g pla ards ith the sloga  MPs a d 
rosaries, out of  o aries .
Ne  a d ore reai e for s of struggle also e erged ith 
the fight agai st the ill. O e a i ist as Yola da Do i guez, 
a isual arist ased i  Madrid ho had ee  i ol ed i  
a paig s i  the past. These i luded Fashio  Vi i s i  
hi h she e posed orki g o diio s i  Ba gladesh.

“he urged a io  agai st the ill sa i g:
“Enough of telling us what to do with our bodies, and when 
it has been moulded by and for others, transformed into an 
object and used as merchandise, we must prove that it is our 
property”.

Material Girl

Duri g protests hu dreds of o e  tur ed up at the Cha -
er of Co er e i  their to s to register their od  o  the 

register of o er e as aterial goods, usuall  used for ars 
a d pla es.
“o e e plo ees of the ha ers of o er e ere put out 

 these appli aio s ut e ertheless a epted this o e 
a d ga e the  re eipts a d erifi ates. The o e ’s ai  

as to u derli e the fa t that their odies elo g to the  
a d to add iro i all :

“Because patriarchal society tends to make us believe that 
this body is a piece of merchandise, it is then normal to 
inscribe it on the commerce register, with the aim of 
e ifyi g that it is ou  p ope ty .

At Burgos i  Norther  “pai , o e  hose “t. Vale i e’s Da  
to tur  up, e  asse, at the Cha er of Co er e  to 
register:

Des ipio , f o  head to toes, of all y e e s, ithout 
fo gei g y o ga s a d espe ially y ute us a d y 

ep odu i e appa atus, all of hi h ep ese i g y u i ue 
and unreproducible person”.

“ ie ifi  a d edi al orga isaio s  su h as “pa ish “o iet  
of G e olog  a d O stetri s “ego , the “pa ish “o iet  of 
Peri atal Medi i e “e epe , the “pa ish Asso iaio  of 
Pre atal Diag osi s AEDP , the “pa ish “o iet  of Ps hiatr  
“EP  a d the “pa ish Asso iaio  of Neurops hiatr AEN  

also took a sta d agai st the Gallardo  ill, sa i g that the  
ere ot o sulted.

All these orga isaio s poi ted out that the Gallardo  ill 
ould lead to a ps hiatrisaio  of a pro le  hi h has 
othi g to do ith the ps hiatri  dis ipli e. As the “EP sa s: 
To put a  e d to or i terrupt a preg a  a ot e o sid-

ered as a pathologi al situaio  fro  the ps hiatri  poi t of 
ie , a d to predi t ith e a itude the risk of e tal ill ess 

of a pre iousl  health  perso  ould ha e serious s ie ifi  
li its . “ego, ith a e ership of thousa ds, o sidered 

that the ill had ot ee  su ited to a rigorous de ate.
Polls suggested that se e t  to eight  per e t of the popula-
io  ere opposed to the ill a d graduall  this aused rits 

ithi  the People’s Part  as MP’s o er ed a out ei g 
re-ele ted, ere pushed i to opposi g the ill.
Fi all  i  “epte er 4, i  the fa e of assi e protests a d 

holesale opposiio  fro  the popula e the go er e t has 
ra ked. Pri e Mi ister Rajo  has a ou ed the a a do -
e t of the ill a d its ar hite t Gallardo  has resig ed 

lai i g he ill e u a le to tur  atered do  proposals 
i to la .
This episode is a i tor  for ass a paig s agai st go er -

e t i ter e io  i to o e ’s li es. Mu h like the poll ta  it 
sho s that ass opposiio  a  so ei es ha e a  effe t o  
go er e t.
Ha i g said this, the go er e t ha e sill pledged to re erse 
urre t la s a d for e  a d  ear olds to gai  their 

pare ts’ o se t for a orio . This effe i el  takes a a  the 
po er of a ou g perso  to ake de isio s a out their o , 
a d gi es it to so eo e else. It also for es the  to re eal a 
trau ai  issue to the er  people the  a  for a ariet  of 
reaso s ost a t to keep it fro .
To orrow a sloga  fro  o e de o straio , La Lu ha 
Co i ua! the struggle o i ues  

The Struggle Coninues in Spain

de isio  that is, to put it lu tl , ot their usi ess, there are 
i teri  soluio s. Irela d’s A orio  Rights Ca paig  a d 
Norther  Irela d’s Allia e for Choi e are fighi g tooth a d 

ail for la  refor , hile groups like “peaki g of I.M.E.L.D.A 
Irela d Maki g E gla d the Legal Desi aio  for A orio  

take less tradiio al approa hes to raisi g pu li  a are ess 

a d helpi g o e  a ess a orio s.
Mara Clarke is the Fou der a d Dire tor of A orio  
“upport Network. 
Please visit: htps://www.a orio support.org.uk/
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Batle with The Legal System
A uee  si gle pa e t, a su i o  of do esi  iole e a d a  
a a hist f o  the desolate o th, sha es he  ie s o  the 
legal syste  a d the effe t e e t ha ges i  legal aid ha e 
on survivors.

I  April 4 ha ges a e i to effe t hi h ea t fe er 
people ere a le to appl  for legal aid support, pari ularl  
i  fa il  a d ustod  disputes.
The la  o  states that i  fa il  la  disputes a sur i or of 
do esi  a use ust pro ide e ide e of iole e ha i g 
o urred, a fraught a d diffi ult pro ess.
Fear of legal fees a  e a sig ifi a t arrier for sur i ors of 
do esi  iole e ho ish to di or e, setle fi a ial 
disputes or ho are goi g through hild o ta t pro eed-
i gs.
Lea i g a iole t part er is diffi ult e ough ithout the 

orr  that ou a  lose our ho e, possessio s or hildre  
due to high legal fees. Surprisi gl , so e aspe ts of these 
ha ges ere a tuall  el o ed  sur i ors as the  also 
ide ed the re it for e ide e hi h a  e used to pro e 

do esi  iole e a d therefore lai  legal aid.
E ide e of o - olestaio  orders, leters fro  support 

orkers su h as o e s aid a d e ide e of o goi g 
ri i al pro eedi gs are a le to e used as e ide e to 
lai  legal aid, ut do esi  iole e is o ple . U fortu-
atel , a  sill thi k that do esi  iole e is hara ter-

ised  the atered o a . I  realit , it is a o ple  e  
of fi a ial, se ual, e oio al a d ph si al o trol a d 
a use. Most of this a ot e pro e  a d therefore the 
perpetrator a ot e o i ted, a d ithout legal i ter-
e io s a d o i io s do esi  iole e a ot e 

pro e .
Ma  of  fello  sur i or frie ds ha e all said the sa e 
thing:

It s al ost as if you eed to e hospitalised efo e you a e 
believed’.

Bla k e es a d roke  o es are a u h easier sig ifier of 
a use for people to re og ise pu li l , ut he  ou are 
told that ou are i sa e, fat, ugl  or useless e er   da ; 

he  ou are stopped fro  lea i g the house or seei g 
our frie ds a d fa il ; or threate ed ith iole e if ou 

do t ha e se , this is ot isi le..
This is hat legal folk all it for tat . This ea s the perpe-
trator de ies their a io s a d o-o e a  pro e other ise.

Editorial

The so iet  e li e i  toda  is ased o  di isio s 
et ee  differe t groups of people. There is a group at 

the top ho ha e the ai  e efits, po er a d freedo  
e ause of their o ership of ost of the orld s 

resour es. Other groups fi d their li es li ited a d 
o trolled. I di iduals are or  i to a pari ular so ial 
lass, the orki g lass, hi h affe ts ho  u h o e  

the  ha e, the o diio s the  ork a d li e i  a d e e  
their health. The o ept of ra e  is a other a  of 
di idi g people a d has ee  the sour e of so e of the 

ost ar arous a ts o ited  hu a  ei gs, su h 
as the sla e trade a d the holo aust.
I  this issue of ‘esista e, e fo us o  a other a  that 
so iet  oppresses a d di ides us: ge der - the di isio  of 
hu a s i to e  a d o e . Si ilar to ra e , ge der is 
o sidered to ha e a iologi al asis. Most people, apart 

fro  the ost fa ai  ra ists, o  a ept that ra e  as a 
iologi al ategor  does ot e ist. There a  e differ-

e es i  so e superfi ial features su h as ski  olour, 
ut these are so tri ial that there is o poi t i  talki g 

a out disi t ra es. Ho e er, the iologi al differe es 
et ee  ale a d fe ale are ore o ious a d see -

i gl  ore i porta t: the t o se es ha e differe t 
ph si al roles i  produ i g hildre . This iologi al 
differe e has ee  the asis of thousa ds of ears of 
oppressio , dis ri i aio , stereot pes a d li ited 
e pe taio s. Fe ales ha e ee  the ai  losers, ut 

e  are also restri ted  their assig ed roles. 
Therefore, if e are goi g to reate a eter so iet  e 

eed to free oursel es fro  the straightja ket of the 
ategories e are pla ed i . This ea s a olishi g lass 
through gei g rid of apitalis  a d fighi g ra is . 

Ho e er, hat a out ge der? We ertai l  a t to get 
rid of patriar h  - the do i aio  of e  o er o e , 

ut hat a out the ategories of a  a d o a  
the sel es?
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Why would you be awarded legal aid for something that is 

just ou  o d he  e e  ou  losest allies a e dou i g 
you?

No-one Believed Me

E e  though I had a lete  f o   o e ’s aid o ke , a 
o  olestaio  o de , i i al o i io s agai st hi  a d 

many other parts of the criteria the process of applying for 

the legal aid was lengthy and distressing. Having to drag out 

pape o k that ou do ’t a t to e- ead, to e plai  the 
a use i  detail to the soli ito  so that the  elie e ou, a d 
e pe ie i g the flash a ks hi h take a k ea s of self 
o fide e a d t au a su i al is deepl  t au ai . All so 

that you can prove to a stranger that you were actually 

abused.

No-o e elie ed e the  a d agai  o-o e a ts to elie e 
e o , e ause the  do ’t a t to gi e e f ee legal 

support. They would rather I paid.

I  a  ases it is the pe pet ato  ho has the fi a ial 
ad a tage, as th oughout the iole t elaio ship a ke  
aspe t is to ake the i i  depe de t  e ou agi g 
the  ot to o k o  othe ise pe suade the  to ha d o e  
thei  fi a ial affai s. This ea s that he  ou t p o eed-
i gs egi , the pe pet ato  a  ell e a le to affo d legal 
suppo t a d the su i o  u a le to, fu the i g the i al-
a e of po e  a d pe petuai g the ea s of a use.
I   situaio , the pe pet ato  as a le to lai  legal aid 
due to ha i g o i o e. This a  pla  t o a s, it a  
dissuade the pe pet ato  f o  aki g appli aio s to the 
ou t, o  o e sel  it a  ea  the  a  ep ese t 

the sel es. This a  o k agai st the su i o  as it ea s 
ei g uesio ed, i te ogated a d a used di e tl   the 

person who abused them. This has severe psychological 

effe ts, hi h is hat the pe pet ato  a ts.
I have been dragged through the courts for almost 5 years 

o  due to i i al p o eedi gs agai st the pe pet ato , 
t i g to o tai  o  olestaio  a d p ohi ited steps 
o de s, a d o  i  the fa il  ou t he has fi all  ade a  
appli aio  fo  hild o ta t hi h he is p o eedi g ith. He 
has e t i g to do this o  a d off fo  ea s ut keeps 

ithd a i g the appli aio .
I imagine that agreeing child contact arrangements is 

diffi ult e ough ate  a  a i a le elaio ship eaks do , 
ut he  do esi  iole e is i ol ed the p o ess is 

t au ai  a d the esults a  e atast ophi . U de sta d-
a l , a  su i o s do ot a t the pe pet ato  to ha e 
any contact at all. I decided to deny contact based on the 

following reasons:

I felt he was doing it not to see our child but to gain infor-
aio  to stalk a d ha ass e.

I believe due to direct threats that he has made that he will 

either abduct or seriously harm our child.

He is using the legal system to yet again to gain some 

o t ol o e   fi a ial a d  e oio al state.
He lost his rights to parenthood when he abused me.

A hild it essi g do esi  iole e is i  fa t ei g a used 
the sel es a d a  suffe  fo  a  ea s as a esult.
I elie e that these a e all alid easo s to de  o ta t, et 
he has a legal ight to seek it hethe  it e di e t, i di e t, 

supervised or unsupervised. In other words I believe that 

th ough the legal s ste  he is a le to o i ue to a use e. 
Cases are assessed on the best interest of the child which is 

i  p i iple g eat, ut i  ealit  a s ste  hi h sill elie es 
that a hild ha i g t o pa e ts is pa a ou t to that hild’s 
ights is al a s goi g to o k i  a a  that fa ou s a 

Thatcherite view of the family. This means that contact can 

be given to abusers based on the fallacy of the nuclear 

fa il  a d puts hild e  a d su i o s at isk of fu the  
abuse and even death.

Fa il  ases a e lo g, e  lo g, a d i  tu  e  e pe si e. 
My current bout has been going on since January 2014 of 

this ea  a d the e is ot e e  a slight e d i  sight (August 
2014). If I were paying for this then I would owe the solici-
to s se e al thousa d pou ds. I do ’t o k as a esult of 
PTSD due to the do esi  iole e, ut e e  if I a ted to 

o k it ould ot e efit e as all  ages ould go to 
legal fees. This ea s that I a  o  e efits fo  the fo esee-
a le futu e hilst the pe pet ato  is a le to o i ue 

o ki g a d ea i g o e  ithout the th eat of sa io s 
a d the de ilitai g po e t  that o es ith e efits. I a  
poo  e ause of hi . I a ot o k if I a  to keep  hild 
safe f o  hi . He is sill i  o t ol.
But the legal aid that I receive would mean nothing without 

the suppo t of o ga isaio s like Wo e ’s Aid, HALT, 
Behind Closed Doors and Rights of Women. It is these 

people ho ou sel e, suppo t e to ake the de isio  
that is est fo  e a d  hild, ho liste  to e at 

id ight he  I a ’t sleep e ause of pa i  ata ks a d 
flash- a ks, that ake e feel like I’  ot alo e, that gi e 

e a suppo t et o k of othe  su i o s, ho gi e e safe 
efuge to sta  a d ho ake e elie e that I ade the 
ight de isio  to lea e a d the ight de isio  to fight fo  
hat is est fo  e a d  hild a d ake e elie e that I 

am strong.

These are the people that deserve £300 an hour yet these 

a e the o es ho a e fa i g uts, edu da ies, p i aisa-
io  to the highest idde  a d ho ill e o ki g i to old 
age a d sill e poo .
Legal aid is fa tasi  ut it is these people ho ha e sa ed 
my life and people in the legal profession could learn so 

much from them.
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Ukraine is like many other post-Soviet countries: a patriarchal, 
ea io a , poli e state, he e spi itual ies sill hold st o g. 

Wo e  a e sill hu iliated a d idi uled. We a e ot take  
se iousl , e go u oi ed, a d e a e sile ed usi g a 

a iet  of ep essi e ta i s.
Ce so ship is like a it h hu t. It displa es o je io a le 

o e   de o st ai g the so alled eak ess a d foll  
of the fe ale se . The se so s sl l  jusif  fas ist ste eot pes 
usi g the la guage of fe i i it . We a e fo ed to appl  
g eat effo t i  o de  fo  ou  st uggle to e hea d.
Whe  I as app oa hed to ite a out fe i is  i  Uk ai e, I 
asked o ki g o e  a d stude ts f o  diffe e t iies to 
sha e thei  poi ts of ie  a o ousl , e ause I see o e  
speaki g out to e the ost i po ta t step i  de olishi g 
Pat ia h  as a  autho ita ia  st u tu e.

My Own Story
I a  a usi ia . M  usi  o tai s the es of fe i is , 
a a his , a d self-hat ed - i spi ed   o  e o ies as 
a half-Je ish gi l ho g e  up ith a  a usi e step-fathe  - a 
“la i  pat iot a d K e li  ilita  age t. I ite a d post o  
so ial et o ks a out fe i is , a i-fas is  a d a a his , 
a d ith the help of f ie ds I t a slate a i les, o ga ise fil  
s ee i gs a d hold dis ussio s o  so ial, a i- apitalist, 
a i-fas ist a d LGBTQIA  the es. I host DIY a t e e ts a d 
o e ts a d take pa t i  st eet p otests. I a  pol a o ous 

a d pol ga ous, hi h is o side ed a solutel  u a epta le 
i  Uk ai ia  so iet . Also u a epta le is the p ese e of 
a a hist dis ou se i  ou  usi , o  the o posiio  of a  

ea i gful te ts he e the e is e e  so e displa  of 
i di idual thi ki g. Wo e  o e  thi t  a e e luded f o  
pu li  spa es e ause the  a e ot o side ed ou g a d 
at a i e e ough fo  Uk ai ia  e , ho do i ate i  all 
a eas of so iet  a d di tate thei  o  te s.
At est I a  ig o ed, at othe  i es u k o  autho s post 
a i atu es of e. I e ei e th eate i g a d i suli g lete s 

a d pho e alls,  a i iies a e de alued pu li l  i  a 
a iet  of a s, a d so ei es du i g o e ts the e is a 
lash ith aio alists.

It is diffi ult to i agi e a  ki d of elaio ship ased o  
utual help a d f ie dship i  su h a  autho ita ia  poli e 

so iet . This so iet  has a so ed the ost ep essi e 
ualiies a d p a i es of the “o iet egi e, i ludi g epo-

is , eliis  a d i fo i g. Those ho a e poo  a e u see  
a d ote  suffe  f o  lo eli ess a d isolaio , pa i ula l  

ha e health p o le s due to adiaio  e posu e ate  the 
Che o l a ide t; I ha e  f ie dships ith othe s ho 
a e opp essed a d de alued, i ludi g disa led, LGBTQIA, 
d ug addi ts, o pha s a d ho eless people; a d I ha e 
e pe ie e of po e t , toil, a d li i g i  isolaio  i  this 
ou t . I  ie  of all this, I see o othe  a  fo a d tha  to 

p otest, to st uggle agai st autho ita ia  st u tu es a d to 
sp ead the p opaga da of a a his  i   a t. I d ea  of a 
ki de  so iet  of f ee people, he e it is possi le to lo e a d 

e happ . As fo  the othe  o e , I ill let the  speak fo  
the sel es.

Simferopol
The alls of this age e e o  togethe  ith e, si pl  

e ause I’  a o a .
A  a t p oje t is passed o  to so eo e else, si pl  e ause 
he’s a a , a d the  a e ’t e e  asha ed to ad it it, a d 

ou a e let sta di g i  ou  age, s allo i g the i sult.
A  a t of iole e is o ited agai st e  a supposed 
f ie d, ho th eate s to epeat it if I tell a o e, a d o  the 

a s ha e g o  i to  ski , a d I’ e ea l  lost  oi e.
F o   hildhood to the p ese t da , othi g has ha ged, 
a d so I p efe  si pl  to tu   a k o  the o ld of e , 
the e a e ple t  of those ho a e illi g to li e fo  the , 
a o di g to a ie t ules, ig o i g thei  ages, like i  a 
su eal zoo.
But I’  e e  goi g a k agai .

Kiev
E e  efo e I sta ted eadi g a i les a out fe i is , I li ed 

ith a o sta t se se of i jusi e. It as e e he e - at 
ho e, at s hool, i  the st eet, a o gst f ie ds, all o e  the 

o ld. I ealised that ei g a o a  i  toda ’s o ld is e  
diffi ult; it ea s o sta t hu iliaio  a d iolaio  of ou  
ights.

Uk ai e is e  fa  f o  fe i ist ideas, it is e  diffi ult to 
sta d out a d e oi ed, a d the i situio  of the t adiio al 
fa il  e aspe ates e e thi g. Whe   u  fou d out that 
I as dai g a gi l, at fi st she thought I as ill, the  she said, 
it’s just the idealis  of outh . E e tuall  she o luded that 
I just ha e ’t fou d the ight  gu  et.
I got the sa e thi g ith fe i is . I as told that i  the 

ode  o ld it’s i possi le, o  that it’s all i   i agi a-
io . I fi d it eall  offe si e to hea  this f o   fa il  a d 
f ie ds. At ou  U i e sit , fe i is  is t eated as e t e is , it 
is diffi ult to fi d a  fe i ist ii is  i  ou  li a . I  ou  
u i e sit  the e a e e  fe  e  a d o s, a d the  a e 
t eated like ki gs. Male tea he s o side  thei  o  ie s a d 
thoughts to e a solute t uth a d o i i g the  othe ise 
is u h ha de  fo  the gi ls tha  it is fo  the o s, ho the 
tea he s t eat as thei  e uals.

Kiev 2
I p efe  to ot use the o d fe i is , e e  if its e  
esse e, its e  o ious ki d ess a ot e dou ted. The 
te  p o a l  o igi ated i  ou te ala e to iole e, 
disguised ehi d a le e  looki g fa e, a i g u e ous 
la els. “o it e a e e essa  to ha g sig s o e  e e  the 

ost atu al of thi gs, so that e e  the s allest of pat ia hal 
i ds ight o ei e of the e iste e of those i  disag ee-
e t ith the .

Ukraine: Women speaking out
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The desire to dominate is a sign of weakness. People tend to 
oversimplify far too much. Too lazy to think, they invent 
pate s a d theo e s to tu  o ple  life p o le s i to d 
g ade alge a puzzles.
I have always thought of these “people” as clowns, or more 
p e isel , ot thought of, e ause h  should I thi k a out all 
so ts of asi ess. But I ega  to oi e that so e of these 
people are among those very close to me. And that hurts. The 
glo al s ste  of hu iliaio  affe ts so a , a d ou see  to 
lose friends in the war.

Pe so all , I fo ed  opi io s a out ge de  at a  ea l  
age, he  I as taught that I should e a p i ess ut at the 
sa e i e a housekeepe , that o s should ’t da e to hit e, 

ut ought to load e ith p ese ts a d a   ags, hile I 
e el i   o  eaut  ... a d of ou se, that it’s si pl  

i o ei a le fo  e ot to ha e a hus a d a d hild e  i  
the futu e, I ea , it just ould ’t e i  o de .
“o I de ided that ei g a gi l - su ks. The  I al ed do  a d 

ega  to ig o e ge de  ole assig e ts. I as o pletel  
saisfied ith  u defi ed  all a ou ts  ge de .
Everything is much simpler than people make out. When 
hu iliai g ou, the  egi  to a oeu e ith le e  o ds, 
e i d ou of God, atu al la s, the aio , like a ise a le 

slug that a  o l  a so ; the  t   all ea s to p ote t 
thei  i agi ed dig it . Whe  the  sa , Well, ou’ e a 

o a ,  ou sa  so hat?  the  the  egi  thei  e pt , ut 
s a t  sou di g a gu e ts, o  o e ote  the  just epl  

“what do you mean, so what?”, failing to understand the 
nonsense of their words.

Ho  a   ge itals hi de  e f o  e o i g a s ie ist? 
Ho  a  sle de  hai  ale legs e o al, ut at the sa e 
sle de  hai  fe ale legs, disgusi g ? It is si pl  stupid.

Vinnitsia

I thi k that the p o le  that e ists i  Uk ai e is ot u i ue, 
it’s the o o  he itage of all post-“o iet ou t ies. You 
ould sa  it’s The “la i  T adiio  ith sa i gs su h as to 
eat, ea s to lo e , lo e ou  ife as ou  soul, a d shake 

her like a pear tree” and so on. This shockingly patriarchal 
elief s ste  is ightl  i g ai ed i  so iet  a d a  e see  i  

everything from the anecdotal generalized family model of 
the al oholi  hus a d a d house ife  to the o o l  
sha ed o i io  that a  u a ied o a  o e  5- 0 is a 
te i le failu e.
“o ei es this all see s to e like so ethi g f o  the 
dista t past, as  u e t i le of f ie ds a e eai e, 

ou g, a d ope - i ded people, ut all it takes is fo  e to 
go a d sta  ith  elai es, o  to go a d isit the illage, 
a d it all o es a k to e. Re e tl  o e of  a  dista t 
elaio s usto a il  efe ed to as Au t , agg essi el  put it 

to  othe  that I ost defi itel  eed to fi d a hus a d 
hile I’  sill 0, Whe  she’s 0, o o e ill a t he  she 

e lai ed.
In the village where my grandparents live they had some 
f ie ds, also a a ied ouple. The hus a d as a  al oholi , 
and he gradually accustomed his wife to drinking, who living 
in such a home environment slowly drunk herself out of 
o t ol. The hus a d egula l  ought d i ki g o pa  

ho e a d she also d a k ith the , ut as it as he  espo -
si ilit  to take a e of the s allholdi g, hi h she had 

e o e i apa le of doi g, he  hus a d egula l  eat he . I 
sill e e e   hildhood i p essio  of that o a , ith 

he  ate ed ed fa e a d oke  outh, out of hi h a e a 
te i le ste h. I  the e d she as poiso ed  hlo i e, 

hi h had so eho  e ded up i  a odka otle. I  the 
villages cases similar to this are not uncommon, the overall 
situaio  is uite u pleasa t, it’s espe iall  s a  to see ho  

ou g people i he it a  e a ple f o  the olde  ge e aio , 
as if to sa  it has al a s ee  that a  ea s, it has 
al a s ee  good .
Currently, I am a student in Art College and so primarily I 

ould like to tell ou a out thi gs the e. At fi st gla e it 
appea s to e a p og essi e, eai e so iet , ut sill the e 
a e a  p o le s. Fo  e a ple, e e  though the ast 

ajo it  of stude ts i  the Fa ult  of G aphi s a e fe ale, 
du i g pai i g a d d a i g lesso s the ate io  of ale 
teachers is primarily focused on young men, who are taken 

o e se iousl . Tea he s app oa h gi ls o e to fli t tha  to 
sa  a thi g o st u i e a out thei  o k. It’s te i l  
a o i g as a e the la ge u e  of u fu  jokes the likes of 
“ah, what do you need all these classes for, the sooner you go 
a d get a ied the ete . I  the fi st ea s this is ’t so 
o ious, ut as i e goes o  it e o es o e a d o e 

oi ea le. A o e ho has e e  ee  i  the o pa  of 
p ofessio al ho ou ed  a ists ill k o  that the  a e 
appalli gl  hau i isi . Most e e s of the U io  of 
A ists of Uk ai e  a e elde l  people, o e  a e i  the 

i o it  a d the  ote  pla  a se o da  ole.
I  ge e al, ou  so iet  is u de ed ith stupid a d idi ulous 
t adiio s. It’s ha d fo  e to i agi e ho  a  ge e aio s 

ill eed to pass efo e e a  full  d i e the  out a d ho  
u h effo t that ill take.

Odessa

“What is the ideal age to get married?” – Similar headlines 
leap f o  the o e s of Fashio a le Magazi es. F o  the 

o e t that pu e t  a i es, pa e ts a e al ead  t i g to 
a  thei  daughte  off to a suita le hus a d. All pa e tal 

a e e e tuall  o es do  to su essful a gai i g. Fa il  
gathe i gs tu  i to i te ogaio s fo  ou g gi ls: Is the e a 

o  i  i d? , “o he ’s the eddi g? , o   I ould like to 
e a le to see  g a d hild e  efo e I die, so hu  up o , 

do ’t dela .  We a e o sta tl  i silled f o  a ou g age 
that the e is othi g o e eauiful tha  othe hood. “o 
when you meet a pregnant seventeen year old schoolgirl, you 
a  o l  s pathize. Ate  all, o e  ho elie e that 

ha i g a agi a a d spe i g a ies is the est thi g that 
ould happe  to the  ust e e  u happ .

Kharkov

Ma  a o g us, it see s to e, ha e a solutel  o idea hat 
e ualit  a d e ual ights a e, so that e e  the ost out a-
geous i jusi e a  e pe ei ed as o al.

Nikolaev

I grew up in a patriarchal society. I am constantly silenced and 
put i   pla e  i  a a iet  of u de ha ded a s  e  of 
a i g status a d  o e  i fe ted ith se is  a d 

patriarchal thinking.

I k o  f o  e pe ie e hat it is to e dep e iated e ause 
of  ge de ; I’  a les ia . I  Uk ai e, the O thodo  Chu h 
a i el  shapes pu li  opi io , poiso i g o e pa t of the 
populaio  agai st the othe . As soo  as the LGBT o u it  
start to declare their rights, immediately from all sides crazy 
O thodo  hu h goe s egi  to ho l.
I a  just si k of all those O thodo  p iests o  the TV, u li g 
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Spain in the 1930s was a society riddled with ideas of male 
superiority and the cult of machismo.*

Spain had a mass anarchist movement organised in the 
Anarcho-Syndicalist union, the Confederacion Nacional del 
Trabajo(CNT) which at its height organised as many as two 

illio  e e s, the spe ifi  a a hist o ga isaio  the FAI  
Fede a io  A a uista I e i a , the Li e ta ia  Youth FIJL  
which organised many young workers and the various free 
schools and ateneos  which organised literacy programmes, as 

ell as f ee li a ies, pla s, a d ge e al edu aio . The ai  of 
the Anarchists in the Civil War was to emancipate all and 
i situte a f ee so iet , ithout e ploitaio  o  hie a h , 
where each person worked according to ability, received back 
a o di g to eed a d had e ual po e  a d a di e t sa  o e  
so ial a d polii al life.
Women entered the CNT when the CNT started organising in 
the te ile i dust . I  addiio , the CNT also ega  o ga isi g 
a o g do esi  se a ts a d aids, he e gi ls as ou g as 
ten were employed by the middle classes and the rich. Some 
women came to the fore in the early days of the CNT and 

e e i spi i g figu es fo  e a ipaio  a d fo  a a his . 
Ho e e , t adiio al a ho alues e e sill e  do i a t i  
Spanish society. This included in the Anarchist and Syndicalist 

o e e t hi h, hilst it talked a out the e a ipaio  a d 
li e aio  of all a d the e d of hie a hies, i  p a i e held 

a k the li e aio  of o e . It e- eated old st u tu es 
which oppressed women without challenging them.

Illite a  a d la k of edu aio  e e ig p o le s fo  o ki g 
class women in Spain as they were for the whole of the 
working class.

Triple Enslavement
“o e o e  a i ists of the a a hist o e e t, i ludi g 
Lu ia “a hez “ao il, Me edes Co oposada a d A pa o 
Po h  Gas o  did ot a t to ait fo  the Re oluio  to f ee 

e e o e efo e the  a ted. The  sta ted a agazi e, 
Muje es Li es, hi h p o ed to e hugel  popula . Its ai  
was to educate women “and to provide them with informa-
io  a out polii s so the  ould e o e i ol ed i  a a hist 
a i iies, a d it also se ed to gi e o e  p ofessio al 
t ai i g so the  ould ha e ete  e plo e t oppo tu i-
ies . “oo  the agazi e li ked up ith othe  a a hist 
women in other parts of Spain and they began to think about 

eai g a o e ’s o ga isaio . Thei  ai  as to fight 
against what they saw as the triple enslavement of women, 
e sla e e t to ig o a e la k of a ess to edu aio  a d 
literacy), enslavement to capitalism and hierarchy, and 
enslavement to men.

One of the key ideas was the need for women to organise in a 
spe ifi  o ga isaio  to o at ideas of se is  a d a his o 
in general AND in the anarchist movement. They concen-
t ated o  the o e io s et ee  lass, ultu al a d se ual 
oppression.

The  o ked fo  i teg aio  of o e  i to the o kfo e 
th ough app e i eship a d e plo e t p og a es, the 
edu aio  of o e  a d o s ious ess aisi g so that 

o e  ould feel o fide t a d asse i e, th ough p opa-
ganda tours, radio, travelling libraries, the struggle against 
se ist eha iou  i ludi g i  thei  o  o e e t, the 
development of crèches and childcare centres in the neigh-
bourhood and in the workplace, the development of hospitals 

ith i th a d post atal fa iliies.
The e e ge e of Muje es Li es as a  i po ta t de elop-

e t. All at o e o e  ega  to uesio  thei  ole i  a  
e t e el  opp essi e so iet .
Muje es Li es failed to ha e a o plete ie  of se ist 
di isio  of la ou  he e ote  o e  e e o fi ed to 
do esi  oles a d the igidit  of se  oles he e o e  

o e the sole espo si ilit  fo  aisi g hild e . A o io  a d 
birth control were not discussed as much as they should have 

ee , though if the “pa ish Re oluio  had ot ee  ushed 
 the fo es of Ge e al F a o this ight ell ha e o e 

more to the fore. They did insist on the need for an indepen-
de t o e ’s a a hist o ga isaio  a d efused to disap-
pea  i to the a ious o itees a d su - o itees of the 
CNT.

The Histo  of Muje es Li es is e t e el  i po ta t if e 
want to move forward and destroy hierarchies in every 
sphere of life.

Machismo - “a strong sense of masculine pride...[with] the 
sup e e aluaio  of ha a te isi s ultu all  asso iated 

ith the as uli e a d a de ig aio  of ha a te isi s 
asso iated ith the fe i i e.” Me ia  -We ste  Di io a

Free Women of Spain
The sto  of Muje es Li es F ee Wo e  a  o ga isaio  of thi t  thousa d o e

that emerged in the Anarchist movement in Spain in 1936.

o e  ith sali a a d telli g us a out ou  si s, I’  si k of all 
that hellish th ash u les ue. The O thodo  Chu h is o e of 
the u se ies of ho opho i  thought i  people’s i ds, a d 

a  LGBT people pa  ith thei  li es fo  this.
I  O thodo  ou t ies, illio s of LGBT people suffe  all so ts 
of abuse, from physical to moral and right up to murder.          
I ead a t ue sto  a out O thodo  pa e ts ho ooked a 

o e i e  ape of thei  daughte . A d ot o l  LGBT suffe  

f o  hu iliaio , sig aizaio  a d iole e, ut all o e , 
e ause i  the O thodo  t adiio  a d ultu e the o a  is 

subject to the man, she is a second-class person, she is more 
of a sinner and less valuable. All we hear is: “sin, sin, sin, 
death, death, ate  death ...
LGBTQIA = Les ia , ga , ise ual, t a sge de , uesio i g, 
i te se , a d ase ual.
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In May of this year, 50,000 workers went on strike in the 
Taiwanese-owned Yue Yen shoe factory in Dongguan. Dongguan 
is part of the Pearl River Delta (PRD), a major industrial centre for 
export factories near Hong Kong. This may be one of the biggest 
st ikes i  the P‘D so fa  - ut it is o l  the ip of the i e e g.
O e  the past  ea s the e ha e ee  thousa ds of a io s 
taken by the migrant workers, who make up the main body of the 
workforce in the PRD. Women make up the majority of this 
workforce and, though reports of the strikes are gender-neutral 
and talk only about ‘workers’, will certainly make up the majority 
of strikers. It's impossible to discuss the new Chinese working 
lass ithout o side i g the diffe e t situaio s i  hi h e  

a d o e  fi d the sel es, a d the affe t this has o  thei  ole 
in strikes and other acts of resistance.

Migrant workers have been coming to the PRD since the early 
1990s, when the Chinese government opened China up to market 
forces and encouraged foreign investment. For a variety of 
reasons, most of these migrants are women, especially on the 
assembly lines. Bosses think that young women are more ‘docile’ 
and able to put up with the tedium of the work and the patriar-
chal family system means that girls have no future in rural areas, 
as the son generally inherits the family farm. As a result many 
young women are eager to leave the countryside for a new life in 
the city. As one young woman said: ‘There is nothing to do at 
home, so I went out’.

Horrendous
The ages a d o diio s fo  a  ou g o e  a e ho e -
dous. One woman’s story (Chang: 2010) gives an idea of what it 
was like. Min arrived in Dongguan in the mid-1990s. Like many 
othe s, she had a elai e al ead  li i g the e ho helped he  

egi  the jo  hu t. It as 't diffi ult to fi d a jo . She sta ted 
o k fo  a  ele t o i s fi , li i g i  a di t , s ell  do ito  
ith  othe  gi ls she did 't k o . Shits lasted  hou s ith a 

ouple of eaks, though she ote  o ked eeks ithout a 
si gle eak. Mi  ea ed a out  dolla s a o th. She had 
thought it ould e fu  o ki g o  a  asse l  li e, hai g 
and laughing with the other women. But she soon learned this 
was not the case: talking on the job was forbidden.

What happe ed e t i  Mi s sto  gi es so e i di aio  of the 
acts of resistance that may have led to the big strikes we are 
seei g i  Chi a toda . Mi  had diffi ult  opi g ith the tediu  
of the asse l  li e a d ould ote  talk a d take toilet eaks. 
O e da , he  she as told off, she alked off the li e i  
protest. Completely unexpectedly, the boss started being nice to 
her and promised that if she stayed she would get her back 

ages a d hi ted at a p o oio . Ho e e  Mi  eplied: You  
fa to  is ot o th asi g  outh o  a d said she ould 
stay only 6 more months and expected all the pay she was owed. 
She let  o ths late , st aight i to a othe  jo  as a lo  le el 
clerk.

These acts of resistance have been noted by a number of writers 
ho ha e spe t i e ith the dago ei , o  o e  o ki g fo  

the oss . Despite the fa to  s ste  of o t ol a d do i aio , 
the  ha e a aged to fi d a s to esist a d as i  Mi s ase, 
many are willing to speak out and leave. Clearly, the women have 
not turned out to be as ‘docile’ and easily controlled as the 

osses had hoped! The e is a high staff tu o e , ith a  
women going back to their villages to get married. This labour 
shortage has helped the workers to gain some bargaining power. 
Once workers win one small victory, it will hopefully build their 

o fide e, leadi g to igge  a d igge  a io s.
It is hard to gain a complete picture of the role of women in the 
st ikes. Wo e  ill e tai l  o situte a ajo  pa t of the 
strikers as they are the assembly line workers. A strike at a Honda 
factory in Zhongshan in 2010 where women made up the 

ajo it  of the o kfo e o  a sig ifi a t i to  ith pa  
concessions as well as winning the right to choose their own 
ep ese tai es fo  olle i e a gai i g athe  tha  ha i g to 
el  o  the offi ial t ade u io . A o di g to the Chi a La ou  

Bullei , the st ikes i   o u ed i  fa to ies ith a la gel  
fe ale o kfo e. Wo e  e e pa i ula l  a i e i  o u i-
ai g i fo aio  a out the st ikes a d sp eadi g the o d  

internet and mobile phone. However, their actual role during the 
strikes remains unclear.

The recent strike at the Yue Yen factory indicates that whilst 
o e  a  ake up the ajo it  of st ike s, the leade s a e sill 

men. In fact, according to one report on Reuters (Ruwitch 2014) it 
was the managers who started the strike. They were mainly 
concerned that the company had not been keeping up on its 
so ial i su a e o t i uio s. It as o e se io  o ke s, ost 
likel  to e all e , ho e e i  a posiio  to e o e ed 
about this issue.

Women, therefore, have two struggles on their hands. Not only 
a e the  e pe ie i g the o st of the o diio s a d ages, 
the  also a  e sideli ed  ale o ke s ho a e ote  o e 
se io , skilled a d ete  paid  i  the st uggles the sel es. It is 
diffi ult to e o e a leade  i  these st ikes i  a pat ia hal 
society.

The o e  ote  do ot e ai  i  u a  a eas lo g e ough to 
become more embedded in a social movement because they are 
pressurized by their parents and by society as a whole to return 
to the village and marry. Increasingly, however, once women 
ha e ee  to the u a  a eas a d e pe ie ed the elai e 
f eedo  that e ists the e, the  a e esisi g the p essu e to 
etu . I stead, the  fi d a s to es ape the asse l  li e, 

taking courses and involving themselves in other projects. 
Despite this the  a  ot ha e the opio s a aila le to e , a d 
o e of thei  es ape opio s a  e i to p osituio .
It is important that as anarcha-feminists, we seek to understand 
the complexity of what is going on. We cannot simply see 
e e o e as o ke s  ut eed to a i el  o side  the ole 
gender plays. It is clear that all workers of all sexes are deter-

i ed to fight thei  e ploitaio  ut o e  ha e thei  o  
atles to fight – to e su e the  pla  a  e ual ole i  all st uggles.

Ruwitch (2014) I  Chi a, a agers are the e  la our a i ists 
Link: htp://uk.reuters. o /ari le/ 4/ / /uk- hi a-la or-
strikes-idUKKBN EC 4
Chang (2010) Factory Girls: From Village to City in a Changing 
China - Spiegel & G au

Made in China: Gender and Resistance in
the ‘Factory of the World’
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A  IFOP I situt F a çais d Opi io  Pu li ue  poll eleased i  
Ma h 4 sa s that o e o a  i  fi e has e pe ie ed 
se ual ha ass e t at o k i  the ou se of he  a ee . Clea l , 
this stud  u de esi ates the u e  of o e  ha assed. 
Not a deli e ate u de esi aio , ut o e e ause a  

o e  ho u de go se ual ha ass e t ill ot e og ize it 
as su h. P a i al ase stud  - i  the estau a t
Yeste da , i  the estau a t he e I o k, o e of the hefs 
a e to see e, a d,  a  of g eei g, said “a , ha e e 

al ead  slept togethe ? It s possi le that I do t e e e . 
Ea lie  this o th, a usto e  a e to the ou te  a d 
looki g st aight i to  e es a d ithout a  a i g said to 

e, I lo e  full-figu ed o e  .
Ate   thi d o th of o k, a g oup of usto e s ade up 
of e  i  thei  thi ies, all d essed i  s a t suits , let e a  
ha i g ote o  a apki  a d a  Eu o ip. The ote hi h 
ust ha e appea ed s eet to the  ead, Fo  ou  eauiful 
easts.  This is  dail  lot as a ait ess, I a  su e I a  ot 

alo e. 
“o este da  I a ked. Not ha i g the ight  to tell usto -
e s to get lost appa e tl  this does t uild usto e  lo alt , 
I de ided to halle ge the hef. I i fo ed hi  that o, e 
ha e ot slept togethe , a d that, that ill e e  happe , I 
asked hi  to ha ge his to e he  he speaks to e. He let 
a o ed. With that,  a age , ho had ee  the e at the 
i e, took e aside a d sta ted to jusif  his eha iou :
Do t get e o g, it is like that ith e e o e. You k o , 

it s ki d of his a  of sa i g hello. 

I the  said t o thi gs. Fi stl , I did t take it o g, I o t 
tole ate a supe iso  se uall  assauli g e   e all , hi h is 
e a tl  hat happe ed. “e o dl , o, this is defi itel  ot a 

a  of sa i g hello. He  epl  let e spee hless, But ou 
k o , he s ot ou  oss, ou a  tell hi  to get lost if ou 

a t.  The i te alisaio  of se is  
At that o e t I ealised that to a gue ith  a age  as 
useless. Fo  he  a o a  ust a ept this t pe of se ual 
ha ass e t if it o es f o  a oss, if it s li ked to aki g 
p ofit, if it o es f o  a do i a t pe so . I e e e ed he  
so ial lass - f o  the ou geoisie, a d i e, f o  the 

o ki g lass. 
We do ot ha e the sa e fe i is  o  the sa e i te ests. He  

ai  i te est is i  aki g o e  out of the usi ess th ough 
 o ki g ha d a d ot o plai i g,  i te ests lie i  

fighi g agai st ei g e ploited  he  a d othe  o e s, a d 
fighi g agai st se is . I  this ase of se ual ha ass e t at 

o k, the t o a e li ked. 
If  oss o   a age  allo s se ist eha iou  to a ds 

e, it is ot o l  e ause I a  a o a , ut also e ause I 
a  a aged e plo ee u de  thei  o t ol. Like a  oss, the  
k o  I eed this jo  to li e, that speaki g out ill a  the 
fea  of losi g  jo , the fea  of ot ei g elie ed a d fea  
of the sha e that so iet  ill pi  o  e.
The e o o i  aspe t to se ual ha ass e t at o k is 
efle ted i  the fa t that so e e  also e pe ie e this t pe 

of opp essio  at o k. While the  a e a i o it  gi e  the 
u e  of o e  ha assed, e e  thei  e iste e de o -

st ates that it is a ate  of e o o i s a d po e  i  the 
o kpla e as ell as se is . ‘etu  lo  fo  lo  

A s e s do e ist i  the st uggle agai st this li ked e o o i  
a d se ual e ploitaio . “e ual ha ass e t at o k is a  
offe e. The la  p ote ts e plo ees, pu li  offi ials a d 
t ai ees agai st it. “o e u io s i  F a e su h as the CGT, 
ha e esta lished hotli es to help su i o s to e fo e thei  
ights esuli g f o  the la  of August 6, .  The fi st step 

is to ealize this t pe of eha iou  is u a epta le. Do t 
ake e uses fo  those ho use thei  do i a t status to 

a use a d e ploit othe s. We a e taught to a ept se ual 
ha ass e t as a e essa  i o e ie e du i g e plo -

e t, a d this has ee  i te alised  a ajo it  of e plo -
ees, this ust e fought at e e  tu .
Berille Salvador Segui, Group of the Federaion Anarchiste of 
France

“He’s like that with everyone”
Sexual harassment at work

Thi gs a e looki g up fo  t a s* people, i  the est at least.  
I  the UK, the  E ualiies A t ga e us so e p ote io  
f o  dis i i aio , i  the U“, t a s* health a e ill fi all  e 
o e ed  i su a e a d Medi a e, i  De a k people a  
o  self-dete i e thei  o  ge de  ithout ha i g to 

p o e  a thi g. All o e  Eu ope the la  is slo l  ha gi g, 
dis i i aio  sta i g to e ede a d t a s* o u iies a e 
g o i g ot just i  o fide e, ut also i  u e  as the 
p e iousl  loseted o e out a d i to thei  o . 
The edit fo  all this goes to a huge u e  of t a s* g oups 

Transgender ipping point, but what are
we ipping into?

a d i di iduals ho e ee  ate i g at the alls fo  a  
ea s. With fe  allies o  esou es e e o  i po ta t 
ights fo  ou sel es. Those of us t a siio i g o  o e a huge 

de t to ou  fo e-siste s a d othe s fo  all the o k the  
ha e do e to ake ou  li es easie . 
As Ti e agazi e put it e a e at a ippi g poi t, he e the 
uphill st uggle e o es a do hill sp i t. A d fo  a  of us 
this is, pe haps, the ost da ge ous i e of all. 
I  August, “to e all, the UK s iggest Les ia , Ga  a d
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“Two things should ye know of the Angry Women...”

In 2007, a group of women from the Liverpool Social Centre 
Colle i e had a eei g. The  e e a g  a out a lot of 
thi gs: fe i ist issues ei g ig o ed o  dis issed  othe  
g oups the  o ga ised ith, o e  ei g u a le to ate d 

eei gs fo  la k of hild a e, a d o e  ho got as fa  as 
ate di g eei gs a d aki g thei  poi ts fa i g ii is  fo  

ei g too a g .
The i iial g oup - ea l  all ide if i g as a a hist fe i ists - 
sta ted out as the fe i ist o e of the so ial e t e. The  held 

eei gs i  hi h the  ould talk f eel , o ga ise, offe  
solida it  a d suppo t to halle ge se is  i  othe  eei gs, 
u  edu aio al sessio s to o at se is  i  a i ist g oups, 

a d put togethe  p a i al poli ies a d p o esses to ake 
adi al spa es safe , o e a essi le pla es fo  o e  to 

eet a d o ga ise. The  soo  ealised that these eei gs 
e e too useful, a d too u h fu , to e d he  the spe ifi  

p o le s the d ee  add essi g had ee  sol ed.
The g oup took o  the a e A g  Wo e  of Li e pool he  
its e e s de ided to ope  o thl  eei gs to o e  
f o  e o d the so ial e t e olle i e. AWOL ega  o ga is-
i g pu li  eei gs o  so e of the the es that had ee  
e e gi g f o  thei  f eefo  dis ussio s: o e  i  o i s, 
“il ia Fede i i, Buff , Wages fo  House o k, the Be hdel test, 
Joa a ‘uss, po og aph , Buff  s. T ilight, st eet ha ass-

e t, od  hai ... f o  the se ious to the iza e, usuall  
seguei g i to the geek  a d the hila ious, a el  sta i g o  
topi  fo  lo g, AWOL eei gs e e a ha e to i g the ki d 
of fe i ist dis ussio  that as happe i g o  the i te et i to 
a eal life so ial spa e ith tea, ake a d the pote ial fo  
a io  to g o  out of dis ussio .
At fi st, AWOL s eei gs e e fo  o e  o l . The spa e fo  

o e  to e a g  ithout e su e as e essa  i  o de  to 
o ga ise. Wo e  o l  eei gs ea t o e i e spe t 
dis ussi g fe i ist issues a d p epa i g a io s, less i e 
e plai i g that the e e e issues a d jusif i g the eed to 

Who are the Angry Women of Liverpool?
a t. As i e e t o , the g oup de ided to keep the fi st hou  
of the eei g as a o e  o l  spa e fo  o ga isi g e e ts 
a d a io s, ut ope ed the dis ussio  pa t of the eei gs 
to fe i ist-f ie dl  folks  of all ge de s. Ma  AWOL egula s 
felt u de  p essu e to edu ate the e  i  thei  li es a d thei  
polii al g oups  a out fe i is . I ii g e  to eei gs 

as a g eat a  to i g the ge ui e o  oa d a d filte  out 
the i e- aste s.
AWOL e e lea  f o  the sta t that the o e  i  o e  
o l  i luded t a s o e , a d that fe i is  had to e 
i te se io al. A fe i ist g oup that failed to i lude o ki g 
lass o e , o e  of olou , t a s o e  a d o e  of 

all ages, se ualiies a d a iliies ould o l  o pou d the 
p o le  of a i ist g oups that failed to i lude o e .
The g oup ui kl  gai ed a oade  a ge of e e s ith 
polii al affi iies spa i g the full spe t u  of the let, 
though the ethos of AWOL has al a s e ai ed i pli itl  
a a hist. While the e is so e osso e  a d ple t  of 
olla o aio  ith othe  Li e pool fe i ist g oups, espe iall  

Me se side Wo e s Mo e e t, the e is a ge e al u de -
sta di g that MWM take the pea eful a hes a d the 
a paig s to efo  Cou il poli ies, hile AWOL takes the 

di e t a io s a d i ites the o s that o f o t p o-life s a d 
st eet ha asse s though oth ki ds of a io  usuall  i ol e 

e e s of oth g oups . 
Wo e  a e taught to supp ess a d hide thei  a ge , told that 
it akes us i aio al a d ea s e e lost o t ol. AWOL has 
al a s elie ed that a ge  a  e o st u i e, ha elled 
a d fo ussed, fo ged i to a useful tool, u ed as a sou e of 
e e g .  A ge  ea s a health  o e io  to the o ld 
a ou d ou, it ea s ou e pa i g ate io .
AWOL meets in Next to Nowhere, 96 Bold St., Liverpool   
ri g base e t bell  o  the first Mo day of the o th.    

7pm women only, 8pm all genders and none.                        
See htp://a grywo e .wordpress.co  or contact 
awol@riseup. et for more details.

Bise ual a paig i g o ga isaio , i ited a g oup of p o i-
e t t a s* people to a eei g. The e ‘uth Hu t, 

“to e all s e  hief e e ui e, apologised fo  “to e all s 
p e ious e lusio  of t a s* people. “he also offe ed to let us 
o e i  f o  the old. The p o ess of ope i g up “to e all 

to t a s* people has egu . 
All of a sudde  t a s* a i ists a  see glite i g p izes. The 

o e  to sustai  ou  o ga isaio s, a ess to la  ake s a d 
esea he s, the lo i g lout of a la ge a d ell- fu ded 
o -p ofit. With so a  of ou  li es sill lighted  dis i i-
aio , po e t , poo  a ess to health a e, housi g a d all the 
est of it, o o e is goi g to tu  do  these oppo tu iies fo  
eal i p o e e ts i  ou  li es.

Ho e e , the ha e at e ualit  o  offe  he e is the sa e 
ha e take   the ga  o u it  o e  the last fe  

de ades. We ill gai  ights o l  to the e te t that e a ept 
the espo si iliies  of apitalist so iet . We ill e o e 
espe ta le o l  to the e te t that e eje t the u espe t-

a le a d i i  the alues a d a io s of a so iet  that, deep 
do , ill sill hate us. Fo  this tole a e e ill sa ifi e all 
those ho a t e tole ated. 
The ea l  sig s a e that a  allia e ith “to e all ill ea  
sta i g sile t a out se  o k as the  do. A uiet et a al of 

t a s* se  o ke s a d the a  is se  o ke s ho ha e 
suppo ted us o e  the ea s. A d this is just a egi i g. The 
polii s of espe ta ilit  al a s ea s ui g ies ith ou  
u espe ta le allies. I stead of g ou ds fo  allia e, ou  
asso iaio s ith the e tall  ill, se  o ke s, the ho eless 
a d othe s e o e lia iliies to e du ped. A d as al a s 
the ost ul e a le e e s of ou  o u it  ill e hit 
ha dest.
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Are you interested in finding out more about anarchism?
The A a hist Fede aio  of B itai  ai s to li k togethe  a paig s
that e po e  o ki g lass people o  that halle ge apitalis  a d
i aio al s ste s of po e . We ha e g oups th oughout B itai  so
o ta t us to fi d out a out a i iies ea  ou.

Email: info@afed.org.uk
Website: afed.org.uk
Post: BM ANARFED, London, WC1N 3XX 

Fi st Pu lished
Autu   

The Fo us E  othe s  a paig  is a  i spi i g a d effe i e 
a paig  that has di e tl  halle ged the housi g poli ies of 

the go e e t a d p i ate apital. “o ial housi g has ee  
de i ated a d de elope s uild fo  the i h, hilst uildi g a 
toke  a ou t of affo da le  housi g, hi h is ot i  fa t 
affo da le fo  the ajo it  of Lo do e s. 
The E  othe s ha e suffe ed as a di e t esult of these 
poli ies. Due to a sho tage of so ial housi g, the  e e 
housed  the East Tha es Housi g Asso iaio  i  the Fo us 
E  hostel fo  ou g people ho eed suppo t. Ho e e , 
lo al go e e t uts fo ed the  out. I  thei  o ds f o  
thei  Fa e ook page:
O  the th of August  othe s e e issued e i io  

oi es f o  the housi g asso iaio  East Tha es to e out of 
ou  flats  th O to e  . East Tha es e plai ed that 
Ne ha  ou il had ut £ ,  of fu di g leadi g to the 
e i io s. We uesio ed east Tha es as to hat ould 
happe  e t e e e si pl  told: I do t k o , e ill ha e 
to ait a d see . We e e all efe ed to Ne ha  Cou il s 
B idge house housi g offi e  a d e e all egiste ed offi iall  
ho eless. We e e told to look fo  p i ate e ted a o o-

daio  i  MANCHE“TE‘, HA“TING“ AND BI‘MINGHAM! This 
ea t e ould ha e o suppo t et o k… ou  hild e  
ould t k o  thei  fa ilies. We de ided to FIGHT FO‘ 

WHAT “ ‘IGHT!
Thei  dete i aio  has led to a a paig  that has gathe ed 
suppo t f o  a  diffe e t g oups a d i di iduals; the 

othe s  a e see  as ep ese i g the ki d of st uggle that 
should sp ead a oss the ou t - agai st the uts, agai st 
de elope s a d agai st so ial lea si g. I  addiio , it has 

ade de a ds fo  hat e ould like to see: o e so ial 
housi g uilt a d a  e d to the ge t ifi aio  poli ies that a e 
tu i g East Lo do , a d a  othe  o ki g lass a eas, i to 
e la es fo  the i h a d iddle lass p ofessio als. 
The a paig  is o ga ised a d led  the o e  the sel es. 
Though the  ha e outside suppo t f o  a i ists, it is thei  
a paig  a d the  dete i e its di e io . “i gle othe s a e 

ote  de o ised  the p ess as if the a se t fathe s ea  o 
espo si ilit . It is the o e  ho ha e to ake a life fo  

the sel es a d thei  hild i  e  diffi ult i u sta es.       

You g si gle others fight social clea si g
i  East Lo do

I  the u e t li ate of auste it , the o sta les a e e o -

ous. This is hat is so i spi i g a out the E  othe s 
a paig ; the  ha e ot let the sel es e de o ised o  

pushed a ou d e ause the  a e si gle othe s. The  a e 
fighi g fo  hat e should all ha e as pa t of a o al life- a 
pla e to li e that is ea  fa il  a d f ie ds, that is of good 

ualit  a d t ul  affo da le.
The a paig  has ee  la gel  su essful i  that all the 9 

othe s ha e o  ee  ehoused i  a o odaio  i  the 
o ough. This as the esult of a ilita t a paig  that 

i ol ed ot just egula  pu li  stalls ut de o st aio s a d 
o upaio s. The  ha e ot stopped a paig i g e ause of 
the appa e t i to . The  ealise that the  a d a  othe s 
sill ha e a st uggle to age. The  a e o  i  p i ate e ted 
a o odaio  ith e ts o l  gua a teed fo  a ea . The  
ha e o  e te ded the a paig  to add ess the housi g 
issue i  ge e al, le di g thei  sig ifi a t oi e a d e pe ie e 
to a ide  a paig  fo  so ial housi g. 
‘e e tl  E  Mothe s e t o  the offe si e agai   ith thei  
Ope  House O upaio  of fou  ho es o  the Ca pe te s 
Estate i  “t afo d he e Ne ha  Cou il has de a ted a  
te a ts  f o  ou il housi g the e a d let e pt  flats i  a 

o ough i g out fo  so ial housi g.
www.facebook.com/pages/Focus-E15-Mothers


