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“This is a massive blow for a govern-
ment whose policy on fossil fuels is in a
Wess. On the one hand at an international
summit on climate change they are agree-
g measures to reduce our use of fossil
Juels, while on the other hand defending
their policy of new oil exploration in the
Wigh Court.”

Peter Melchett, Greenpeace

It’s a piscine™ piss-up for the Crusta-
gean Crew in the North Sea this week
ining the Whale Massive in sticking
o fins up to marauding oil companies.
In a High Court case brought by
Lireenpeace, Justice Kay last Friday over-
fuled the Blair Junta, deciding that the in-
lerests of Britains’ dolphins, whales and
Wleep water coral reefs should be accorded
Nigher priority than those of oil explora-
Hion.

The case centred on the government’s
Qunning idea that the European Union’s en-
‘Vironmental laws need only apply to ‘terri-
furial waters® within 12 miles of the coast
uhd not the whole 200 mile ‘exclusive eco-
flomic zone™ over which it claims mineral
tlghts. Handy, Tony- but Judge Kay reck-
‘s it’s illegal. Which means in future, oil
wxploration in the north-east Atlantic, which
everely damages the fragile reefs (more
Miodiverse than rainforests) and traumatises
marine life, will be severely nobbled- and
|punservation areas created.

The judge told the court that
Lireenpeace’s case- that marine mammals
' gun be harmed by oil industry activity- was
“substantially uncontradicted” by gov-
ymment and oil industry evidence. Al-
teady, the ruling has ballsed up the latest
yound of oil licensing, and oil companies
pperating in Britain's oilfields are facing
long delays and vastly increased costs,
“Nice one!

BUT- this glorious news has been over-
shadowed by the revelation that the world is
licked. Yup, we're doomed. On Friday. as
tolphins danced with wasted whales and crabs
vuned it, the UN Conference on Climate
Uhange in Bonn was being presented with
gomputer predictions from climate experts at
‘e Hadley Centre. Apparently, the world’s
 tlimate is heating up far faster than predicted-
fir too fast for natural systems to adapt. Tem-
peratures by the end of next century are likely
{o be 8C higher than in 1850- before indus-
il pollution had taken effect.

Most of the Amazon rainforest will die
off, releasing millions of extra tons of car-
bon dioxide- the *greenhouse’ gas that traps
the sun’s heat. This will also lead to many
more ‘extreme’ weather events- like Hur-
ricane Mitch and the cyclone in India.

While Britain’s delegates no doubt bang
on about how much they’'re doing to re-
duce our contribution to climate damage,
SchNEWS wonders if they can explain why
they’re so intent on tracking down new re-
serves of fossil fuels- like in the north-east
Atlantic, off the coast of St. Kilda (Brit-
ain’s onlynatural world heritage site)- even
though we’ve already found four times as
much coal, gas and oil as we can afford to
burn. For what it’s worth, the Royal Com-
mission for Environmental Pollution is aim-
ing to publish by Xmas its investigation into
the implications of phasing out fossil fu-
els. The investigation- in the pipeline for a
year- has drilled everyone from
Greenpeace to the UK Offshore Oil Asso-
ciation, though the government. not
suprisingly. has been less than co-opera-
tive, Exxon wouldn't answer questions, BP
reckon technology will sort it all out and
Shell say oil and gas just ain’t the prob-
lem- it’s coal.

Seems SchNEWS's fave bastards Shell
are trying to flog off their worldwide coal
interests, and are touting the sell-off as “ra-
tionalisation of the portfolio” and “part
of the necessary upgrading of the group s
performance to bring Shell to the position
of top performer" .

According to insiders, the real motive for
the sale is that the company is acutely aware
of how the coal industry will suffer in a
more climate-regulated world. But keep it
quiet- it might put off potential purchas-
ers, like Rio Tinto and Anglo-American.
What if they heard sHELL exec Mark
Moody Stuart: “All of the estimated re-
sources of conventional oil and gas could
be consumed without raising atmospheric
carbon concentrations above the limits
suggested by even pessimistic observers.
The real problem is the very much larger
resources of carbon intensive coal.”

If Shell are right and coal is the prob-
lem, shouldn’t they just hang onto their
reserves and ensure they're never dug up?
Responsibility? Oh, come on now...this is
Business

*SchNEWS VOCABWATCH: for all you
fishystines, piscine = fishy

WHALE OF A TIME

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK|

FOR SLEEPING ! Someone got nicked
at Faslane Peace Camp last weekend despite;
being in bed. The arrest followed a weekend
of anti-trident protests which left MOD offi-
cials shamefaced and confused. Workers were|
prevented from entering for two hours as pro-
testers D-locked themselves under vehicles at
the North gate and simultaneously blocked the
South gate with a tripod, Protesters also com-
promised security at the base as two activists
scaled the razor wire at 3am. They were dis-
covered cutting the inner fence to the nuclear|
warhead storage area as an imprompiu mis-
sile attack sent fireworks exploding over thej
base. Eleven people were arrested and six re-
leased without charge.

Faslane Peace Camp 01436 820 901.

FOR WALKING! Two people who just
happened to be walking past an office occu-
pation of COPEX, (the nice people who or-
ganise arms fairs) were bundled into the back|
of a van by panicking coppers and taken to|
the local nick!

FOR SLEEP-WALKING! A resident of]
Salisbury was nicked after being found wan-
dering naked around Stonehenge.

Ok.we come clean we made the last one up.

*Shell was forced from last weekend to shut
down its Oil Flow Station at Bonny Port in Ni-
geria cos of *persistent community unrest’! Seems
in recent months oil flow has been disrupted by
locals demanding compensation, social amenities
and jobs from the company. With a loss of 100,000
barrels of oil a day, the problems follow similar
ones at the company’s Forcados terminal.

* We kid you not - Lego and Shell have de-
veloped a miniature solar panel that will power
Lego models apparently to “teach children the
science behind renewable energy.”

*A press release put out at the end of Off-
shore Europe, the annual piss up for the Euro
Oil Industry, spelt out the exciting new plans:
companies operating in the North Sea are cor-
dially invited to share their expertise with Dar-
win, Oz- “the new Aberdeen” in carving up the
oil fields of the Timor Sea. As if the Timorese
ain’t got enough problems...

Wanna know more?

The Ecologist has a special issue packed
full of cheery facts about climate change. 0171
351 3578 www.gn.ape.org/ecologist

For alternatives to all this fossil-fuel horror:

Centre for Alternative Technology,
Machynlleth, Powys, SY20 9AZ Tel.01654
702400, www.cat.org.uk

‘Solar Energy: from Perennial Promise to
Competitive Alternative’: for a copy of
Greenpeace's briefing on this report tel. 0171
865 2556/7 www.greenpeace.org.uk

Energy Saving Trust Info booklets: 0345
277200
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THE COR BLIMLEY
coLUmnN

Did you know? Group sponsors of the recent
high- ~tech arms fair at Heathtow were CISCO Sys-
temns, the people who worked on the Net Aid char-
ity extravaganza. Net Aid’s mission statement reads
¢ "WetAid &5 a long-term effort to budld a community of
condence dedicated to providing basic needs: food, shelfer,
Jegal prodection, hueman rights and bealth care, NetAid art-
sts and sponsors are commmsitted to focusing public and poiiti-
cal attention on the meeds of the worlds poorest citizens and
o éwfa.’e.-xg ant dnlisie commanity that is dedicated o change.
Join ws.

So peaple did, last week occupying their offices
and singing bad versions {are there any good ones?)
of DISC.O subdey changed o C.LS.C.O,

* Surprise, surprise! A report published last week
shows that Britain continues to sell weapons to coun-
tries with poor human rghts records. Nearly (2
billion worth of weapons were exported last year
to countries such as Indonesia, Turkey, China, Bah-
rain, Algera and Saudi Arabia.

SWEDISH BOMB-
SHELL

Bjorn Soderberg of the Syndicalist trade union
in Sweden, was shot dead on his dmrsn:p by nazis
on 12th Oct. Neo-nazi groups in Sweden are re-
sponsible for violent attacks on immigrants, social-
ists, gays and the disabled; Bjorn managed to upset
them by exposing Robert Westerlund, a top nazi
who had infiltrated to a prominent position in the
main shop workers union, who larer left after being
threatened with cxpulsmnﬂn the morning of 23rd
Oct, a bomb exploded in the syndicalist union of-
fices in Gavle, presumably to frighten people from
attending demonstrations paying tribute to Bjorn
and affirming action against nazism, fascism and
racism that had been arranged for that day. Tt didn't
seem to put anyone off though - several thousand
people participated in the small town of Gavle,
20,00 turned up in Stockholm to listen 1o speakers
and an anarcho-feminist choir, 6,000 marched
through Gutenburg and thousands of others
showed solidarity in over 20 cities throughout Swe-
den. For anti-fascist support contact:
ksvensson@motkeaft.net

BAD ATTITUDE

The world just got a lor more dangerous as the
American Senate gave the thumbs up to continued
nuclear escalation by refusing to sign the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty. More than thirty Ameri-
can Nobel prizewinners criticised the decision clim-
ing there is no need to explode nukes w test their
safety as there is adequate technology for the job.
Moreover these scientists understand that any tin
pot govt can build fission weapons like the one
that destroved Hiroshima, but since the fifties, these
have been outmoded by Fusion “hydrogen” bombs,
some 750 times more powerful; these are incred-
ibly difficult to build s.nd will always require re-
peﬂled testing until you've got it right, so by ditch-
ing the CTBT, the US is allowing more countries to
build or refine some seriously dangerous weapons.
The reasons for their decision range from ubli-
can scepticism of arms control to hatréd for Clinton
who has been pushing for them to sign. But more
likely is commercial mterests in ns invest-
ment, as Senator John Warner said, “Many of the
nuclear systems. ..are simply not suited to the sub-
tle, and perhnps more difficult task of deterring
rogue states...such weapons do not exist today in
the US arsenal”. Whatever the reasons, this Carch
22 can only profit the arms made and jeopardise
the safety and peace of the world,
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SchNEWS 5th
BIRTHDAY

Thursday 18th November
All yer usual SchNEWS comedy,
performance, films, DJ’s and
special guest stars.
(@ New Madeira Hotel, Marine
Parade, Brighton
8pm-2am £3/4
Tickets from Peace Centre, New
Kensington Pub & Klik Klik
Whirly Beep Beep Records

0)1273 685913 GET IT EVE

SchNEWS in brief

uest into the death of Ricky Reel (see
SchNEW 232) this week reached an open ver-
dict. Campaigners told SchNEWS that the fam-
ily were “delighted with the result”. The police
had all ‘along claimed that the death of lgu
who was found dead in the Thames hours after
bem abused by rascists, was just an accident.
”l%e police are furious, spitting mad, weally
s 8 woman who was seriously hurt dur-
m,gg]&e June 18th City of London shin-dig has
had her charges d, The 19 year old stu-
dent was seriously injured by a police van driv-
ing into the crowd at high speed. The police
wanted her nicked for possession of a lock-knife.
And what about eriminal damalg,e to a police ve-
hicle for good measure eh? . * A hittle menace tells
us that the police finally returned the Reclaim
The Streets Sound System they “borrowed™
after June 18th. Nice one! ** Witnesses needed
urgent. Did anyone see dockers supporters be-
ing assualted in the back of palice vans just after
the first anniversary dock dispute in Liverpool,
September 1996 by everbody’s favourite the Op-
erational Support Division. Then ring Kieran
Dunne 0151 236 1944 email info@mail.liv-
unison.uk.co ** There's a Crop Protection ( pes-
ticide) exhibition in Brighton on 16-18th Nov at

the Metropole Hotel, with loads of dodgy ~

coporate sponsors and speakers including some-
one from SchNEWS favourite company
Monsanto. Check out their site at www.bepe.org.
and get down there! ** The Green guide to
Xmas is out now, for an organic, natural and gm-
free xmas.£4.99 + 92p p&p to Green Guide Pub-
lishing Limited, 271 U StmcL Islin, %hm Lon-
don N1 2NU or call 0207 354 2709.The Green
Guide for London is also available at £5.99 +
92p p&p ** Tick a Teenth a play by Paul
Light is making a return for all those who forgot
it was on last time! Komedia, Gardner St,
Brighton, Sun 21st & Mon 22nd 8pm, 01273
47100, ** Next summer two men plan to walk
from John O’ Groats to Lands End to raise money
for Bury unemployed Centre and “celebrate
1,000 years of working class diversity, culture,
resitance and development . If you can sponsor
them contact The Jogle Project c.0 Bury
Unemploh: Centre, 12 Tithebarn St., Bury,
tel 0161 797 4326 ** Platform 6, 6 Onslow Rd,
Southampton, is a non profit making squatted
centre including a cafe, an arts workshop, a li-
brary, a jamming place, a chill out space.a non
commercial cinema, a meeting of minds. More is
planned, and a list of empi perties in South-

will shorly be available. Nice one! 07980

WS c/o on-t.he-ﬁddle, P.O. Box
Y WEEK BY

BY F- m achnews@brlg

FISHY PIGS

Good news from the High Court last week,
three Law Lords ruled police “fishing ex
illegal. But that’s not the same as the *sport’ i
ing rods, maggots and sitting around for
the rain just to boast about how big the o
got-away was down the pub later. This is th
of ‘fishing the police carry out after you've
nicked. The sort of fishing animal rights pro
have to put up with when they come back
few cheerful hours in the cell to find the police
off anything they can get their hands on for
maton. Not just ver diaries and phone boo
everything from computers, videos, posters,
food and the cantents of your shed (weed|
sugrar gets cops’ hearts racing).

The police can stll have a good remmage
dirty knickers drwer, but thanks to the ruling of
you give them permission they can only mke
away they know will be relevant to any court case

The Law Lords pointed to the European
vention of hurnan nghts and said the govem
have to consider legislation to balance the o
privacy with the dght 1o investgation.

TRICK OR TREA1

Goblins were out in Saanich, Canada
loween, trashing about 1000 trees and seedl :
trees in a forestry centre owned by Western Fa
Productions were grown for GE research
place temperate rainforests. The “Genetix Ga
called for an immediate end to Frankenscies
Meanwhile, Reclaim the Genes said it was
ble for destroying 500 evergreen sapli
Ines research site at the University of B.C. las
Getting in on the act this week, The Worl
Fund for Nature published a report that
than 115 trails on GE trees have taken pl
1988 without “praper controls or research into
an the environment”. GE modification trals
mean that soon we can look foward o si
ests, devoid of insects, flowers and birds! Th
is to grow trees thar will grow rapidly, resist #
defy insect attacks, The trees would then bes;
from planes to kil all life around them! Se
the trails are currently being run in the Us:
further 5 in the UK. Those bastards ar sHEL
currently behind two of these trails i
mutating eucalyptus trees in Kent to improve
rates and herbicide toletance, Astra Zeneca
a site in Bracknell, Berkshire but naughty
sneaked in and cut them their poplars:
(SchMNews 220) For info on past GE
wwwitao.ca/~ban/achtm.

«.and final
A bizarre group calling themselves “Fri
the Stone™ are apparently behind the *
of the Men an Torand Lanyon Quoit stonet
in Cornwall on Bonfire Night. In a let
local newspaper, The Cornishman, the gi
which has caused serious damage wrote
* For centuries now the meaning of the
manuments has been minsconstrued and w
passed down through the generations of
educated people. You do not deserve the
these monuments hold and therefore we
act further. By this time next week,
will be gone, It shall be set up again, ol
aligned with pertinent sacred stones, in
garden. We now have over 100 followers and
will be a shrine fo us and only us. Lanyon
will be destroyed. Better rubble on the
than a fake prophet, misunderstoo
minconstrued by thousands of non-beli
disclaimer
SchNEWS wamns all readers we'll put
on yer fishface, and then we’'ll have you
barrel or it's down the hatch into Davey
Locker. Me hearties (pimte version of hone

BN% &

hton, East Sussex,
hton. co.uk
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- Yesterday’s Queens Speech confirmed
what SchNEWS has going on about over
he past few months, when a new Preven-
Alon of Terrorism Act was announced. The
il introduces a new definition of terror-
lum: “the use of serious violence against
persons or property, or the threat to use
Mich violence to intimidate or coerce the
wvernment, the public or any section of
‘lhe public for political, religious or ideo-
logical ends.”

01! you, pulling up that genetically modi-
Mled test site, you're now a terrorist!

This definition comes from America’s
Vederal Bureau of Investigation and will
lve sweeping new powers allowing the
jolice and security services to target all
ose pesky protestors that have been get-
ling in the way of big business making a
lve profit.

It will also cover foreign-based groups

i dissidents living in Britain, giving po-
Ec and customs officers powers to seize
nk accounts and other assets of sus-
Jected terrorists. Would that have mean’t
Jople in this country supporting the ANC
Wuring its armed struggle against apartheid
Would have been targetted?

Ironically, the new measures are more or
lous identical to the 1974 Prevention of Ter-
prism Act emergency legislation, intro-
thiced in Northern Ireland, and whose pow-
Wi were described as “unprecedented in
peice time.” How ironic that the govern-
nt announce these brand spanking new
licks to beat protestors with on the same
uy as the apparent breakthough in the
Hood Friday agreement.

SchNEWS, celebrating its fifth birthday
uidny, would never take the opportunity
i he all smug and say we told you so but...
Nee SchNEWS 224 and continuing hyste-

Aprrorism now so broad maybe it’s time to
drop all this direct action nonsense and
sead sit at home, watch TV and go on

nidless shopping sprees....then we will all
“liel content. Honest.

li about June 18th). With the definition of

CANTICOPYRIGHT -

Twenty Seven new bills yesterday, not all
of them bad, but here’s a few SchNEWS read-
ers might find interesting:

TRANSPORT

When the New Labour shadow transport
secretary complained that the Tories had
dreamt o a cray new scheme to sell off air
traffic control he thundered “Our air is not
for salel” Er, it is now.

MANDATORY DRUG TESTING

If you find yourself the wrong side of the
law, then the police will have the right to carry
out compulsory drug tests.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

The bill that is anything but.

POST OFFICE

Rule changes which many fear are the first

stages of privitisation.
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Includes the end of the right of tral by
jury for some people.

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICA TIONS

At the moment e-mailers can keep their cor-
respondence private by using software which
encypts or scrambles messages into secret
codes. But if the government get their way
people could recieve a 2 year prison sentence
for refusing to hand over their private key'.

MAD AXEMAN

People are needed desperately to help
save the remains of ancient forest -
Pressmennan Wood, near Edinburgh- from
the chop. SchNEWS has learnt that this
ancient forest - around 13,000 years old - is
being logged again, “for the excellent rea-
son of equipping stately homes with nice-
looking timber.” The activists say that a
single woodcutter has a contract to cut
down 369 trees - he's already felled 160 but
the rest can still be saved.

A camp has been set up and more peo-
ple are needed, Tel: 07771 771240.

DRAG QUEEN’S
TERROR

“Animal rights, and to a lesser extent environmental rights activists
have mounted, and continue to pursue, persistent, and destructive
campaigns. While the level of terroristactivity by such groups is lower
than that of some of the terrorist groups in Northern lrx.land there is
nothing to indicate that the threat they pose will go away.”

Home Office consultation paper.

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK

For going home: Michele Naa-Obed
was arrested at the Jonah House Commu
nity in Baltimore in June for “leaving the
district of Minnesota without permission|
and associating with felons”and given the
maximum 12 months prison sentence. You|
see Michele had recently spent 18 months
in gaol after disarming a fast-attack subma
rine and part of her parole was that shel
couldn’t return to the house where she
lived! While awaiting trial for the new hei-
nous ctime of living back home, Michele
refused bail conditions which said she should
avoid public protest, public speaking, live ar 4
residence approved by the court and associate
only with law-abiding persons!

As the Virginia Pilot magazine points
out “It’s amazing how we become morg
like the countries we criticise, and worse]
yet, put sanctions on, because of thein
abuse of human rights.”

REBEL ALLIANCE
Wednesday 24th November
Tpm. Meet at the Hobgoblin Pub
Get their early as the brewery have
taken a dim view of the alliance and we
will be going to another venue.

NO BUDGET DAY

New Labour reckon yesterdays Queen's
Speech was all about “enterprise and fair-
ness” but there were lots of sticks to bash
those who don’t want to play the game.

Coupled with last weeks tight-fisted
budget, the boot is really being put into
those lazy ne'er do wells who refuse to take
dead-end low-paid jobs.

It’s the end of the “"something for noth-
ing” culture (unless your a big business
fiddling your tax like Rupert Murdoch ) with
a new benefits regime that “will be far
tougther than people think™ with the New
Deal for everyone and anyone suspected
of fiddling made to sign on daily.

As one commentator summed up “we are
moving towards American workfare sys-
tem, where not taking a job is not an op-
tion,”

* If you want to find out more about all
these nasty new benefit changes send an
SAE for the latest copy of *Where's My
Giro’, Brighton Against Benefit Cuts, 4
Crestway Parade, Hollingdean, Brighton,
BN17BL

INFORMATION FOR ACTION




DROP TILL YOU
SHOP

“The plain fact is thar we are starving people,
not deliberarely in the sense that we want them to
die, but willﬁ]ily in the sense thar we prefer their
death o our own inconvenience.” Victor Gollancz

As SchNEWS went to press there were just 6
no-shopping days left unal the 6th International
No-Shop Day on Saturday 27th November,

The Ad-hoc Ad-heckling hit squad will strike in
Manchester plus many other cities and towns. All
will see sights such as bemused alien tourists and
shop free zones. As this day of action is well estab-
lished, instead of coordinated stunts, everyone is
being invited to poke their tongue out at commer-
cialism or a finger in the eye of the absurd excess
of throwaway, consumerist culture. So ither par-
ticipate, or participate by not participating.

Adbusters magazine is available from book shops
and wwwadbusters.org and Enough, the Ant-Con-
sumerism Campaign can be contacted at One World
Centre, 6 Mount St, Manchester M2 5NS or
www.enviroweb.org/enviroissues/enough

SEEING IS BELIEVING

Footie fans beware; PVI tells us they are
“spearheading an assault on European Soccer”.
Did this threat come from an obscure Dutch
football ream heralding the return of the glory
days of football hooliganism? Alas no, it 1s scatier
than that! PVI is an American advertising com-
pany peddling new ways of getting you to buy
more shitty products. Virtual Advertising gets
products and logos right inside telly programmes,
the USA is lapping it up and it'll soon be coming
to a screen near you, By digitally attaching im-
ages to scenes before broadeasting. Companies
like PVI can create adverts that are, in the words
of PVI boss Dennis Wilkinson, “embedded in
the magic of the show” So for a match broad-
cast in both Turkey and England, the sidings,
team strips and even the pitch itself could show
different brands in each country, even each re-
gion, allowing the ultimate in consumer target-
ing. It doesn’t stop at sports advertising — sit-
coms and soaps are full of characters ‘unrealist-
cally’ using no-name shampoos, consuming un-
branded drinks and passing anonymous shops,
which PV1 can easily change to Lor*al, P**si or
Mac***alds. In fact, every episode of yer fa-
vourite soap conrains thousands of potennal sites
for ‘brand placement’ so they can ger you watch-
ing ads even when you think you're safe from
commercial crap — or as Dennis Wilkinson puts
it “From tremendous virtual spectacles to sub-
tle product placements that you barely norice,
PVI provides the magic, Viewers are being im-
pacted by virtual advertising” And they'll never
even know it.

* Spy TV Just Who is the Digital TV Revolution
Ogerthrowing? edited David Burke (ISBN: 1
899866 25 6) £5.00 wwwawhiredot.org “What is
all the fuss about interactive TV? Interactive means
that when you act, someone at the other end is keep-
ing track, of what you watch, of what you buy online,
of your tastes” This book tells you whar it will
really mean, and how to fight back.

Shamrock Ltd are the largest providers of
monkeys for vivisection, if you are outraged that
up to 300 intelligent, social animals are caged inside
windowless sheds and subjected to a bareage of
painful tests before being sold to vivisecton labs,
then come to the national demonstration at 12 noon
on 28th Nov. in Small Dole, West Sussex, Save the
Shamrock Monkeys, P.O. Box 3090 Brighton, BN1
3QU Tel 07020936956
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SchNEWS in brief

e’s a Winter Solstice gathering (21st De-
cember) at St Catherines Hill, Twyford Down,
Winchester. Bring friends, mead and cake, music
merriment and magic, camping tat. Needed: yurts/
domes, goad weather, Tarmac director for pagan
sacrifice... Contact tel 01248 750539/ email
soplMa@bangoracuk ** Late shout for the West
Country Activist Gathering, a weckend of direct
action workshops, 19%-21" Nov ar Calstock Village
Hall, Calstock, Cornwall. Tel: 01822 833457 or
WCAY@hotmail.com ** Corporate Watch has
a brand new spanky autumn issue out now. Issue 9
laoks inside the heads of corporate men and women,
as well as specials on genetics and the Wal-Mart
supermarket empite. £3.50 inc. postage from 16b
Cherwell St., Oxtord, OX4 1BG ** This vear marks
the 25" anniversiary of National Tree Week, which
takes place from 24" Nov 1o 5" Dec. Great - except
its sponsored by those well known lovers of the
environment ESSO, Contact The Tree Council, 51
Catherine Place, London, SW1E 6DY or
wwwireccouncil.orguk®™ Ibogaine is apparendy a
‘revolutionary medical treatment for drug, aleohol
and nicotine addiction’, and a speakers tour (in-
cluding a Dr.Mash!) has been organised in the UK
to blow its trumpet. For a list of dates ring 0171
287 2828 ** Medha Patkar from the Narmada Dam
protests in India will be speaking next Friday (26thjat
(G2 SOHAS, Russel Square, London, WC1 Tl
07974 125411 email narmadauk@yahoo.

HORROR HOUSE

While Europe last week celebrated the tenth an-
niversary of the end of the Berlin Wall, aslyum seck-
ers to Europe might have something to say about
the new wall being built around ‘Fortress Europe’.
Across Furope countries are closing borders and
clamping down on refugees. Campsfield *House” is
an Immigration Detention Centre. Itis run for profit
by Group 4, and supervised by the Home Office.
200 people are held inside Campsfield, most are
political refugees flecing danger, tornure and death.
They are penned in behind a twenty-foot high, ra-
zor wire topped fience. Throughout the centre there
are surveillance cameras and relatives wishing to visit
are searched before passing through five secure
doors. This is a high security pnson! There are no
procedures for detainees to make complaints. This
means when they protest they can suddenly find
themselves arbitrarily transferred o HM/privare
prison without appeal - a threat used to mainrair
otder. Despite this a rooftop demonstration took
place at the weekend by about 15 refugees com-
plaining about their lengthy detentions (one has been
in Campsfield 15 months)

A big demonstration will be held on the 6th an-
niversary of the opening of Campsfield - the 27th
of November. These asylum seekers are isolated
from the world and worn down to accept voluntary
deportation. Let them hear that there are people on
the outside on their sidel Mect 11:00 am, Carfax
Tower, Central Oxford, or 12 noon at Campsfield
House.

Contact Campaign o Close Campsfield c/o 111
Magdalen Rd, Oxford, OX1 Tel 01865 557282
wwwusers.ox.acuk/ ~asylam

* The Home Office have applied for planning per-
mission to convert Onkington atrmy bartacks near Can-
bridge into a detention centre to gaol 400 asyhum seek-
ers.

* A network of groups have gor together to take
direct action against prison building in the UK As
they point out “The British state sends more peo-
ple to prison than any other in Europe and its get-
ting worse.” To find out more contact CAGE, ¢/o
180-188 Mansfield Rd., Notts, NG1 3HW
cage(@iveggies.orguk
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WOT THE WTO!

“If they [NGO's] are allowed to
World Trade Organisation talks, it v
dangerous precedent that every gov
and every global company will reg
after the protests in Seartle.”

Business Week N

SchNEWS has banged on about the World ]
Organisation (WTO) enough recenty (see 18
233), so let’s cut the crap and just say that
an unelected and unaccountable shadowy org
sation - effectively the new world govt foe
national corporations. And their next round
trade madness takes place in Seartle, USA
29th November to 3rd December. L,

30th November has been picked for the
of protest when tens of thousands of people
converge on Seattle and teansform it into
val of resistance. wWww.agitprof
armndrevolution/wio

On the same day in London Reclaim 1l
and the Strike Support Group have o
Reclaim The Railways speakers and music &
between 5 - 7 pm to oppose tube privatisal
The govt want to sell of tube lines to Railtrach
company more concerned about its flm &
profits,(fattened by more govt dosh than
railways were publically owned)jthan about
venting accidents like Paddington and

In Cardiff, there’s a Street Parry-bri
strument and dress regal. Meet Band
Queens St. 12 noon.

Up North, there’s a Doing It Up North ag
Bring a sleeping bag and head for the 1
Club, 21-23 Albion 5t., Bradford. Tel €
844710

* The Seattle Noise Ordinance where yo
be nicked for shouting to loud has app
been vetoed at the last minute by the
who said “Grunge put this city on the
don’t want to do anything that might
that” - so presumably the police will leay
alone if we turn up in ripped jeans, Ni
shirts and teenage sulks.

* China this week came one step nearer
ing the WTO), a deal President Clinton s
“good for the United States, good for Cl
for the world economy.” (Nothing to doy
being the worlds largest ‘untapped’ ma
consumerables) Leaving aside China’s d
man records, it won't be so for all the
people. “The cost will be defined mainly
ployment. The number of peaple out o
bound to surge” said one researcher at B
Academy of Sciences. A flood of cheaper &
tural imports could also risk devastating the
try’s rural economy which supports 900 mill

..and finall

If you haven't got yer boss a Xmas pres
don't start fretting cos the Class War 2000
should be right up your street, Anarchic phe
historical dates galore such as 15" Apal.
Titanic sinks. More children from 3*
than men in 1* class, 1 Feb. In 7973
prisoners riot at Bathurst jail, burning

, 14™ Nov. In 1948 London - aftera
birth due to the size of the baby’s ears, Prince €
1s born. -

Cheques for £5.50 to ‘London Class War*
PO. Box 467, London EB 3QX.

disclaimer

SchNEWS warns all readers not to
ridicolous idea to start a weekly 5
(summer) you like sitting in an office
one else is on the beach (winter) like sitti
office when everone is in the pub.

5
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It was around midnight the 2nd Decem-
ber 1984, when a poisonous gas cloud en-
veloped the hundreds of shanties and huts
surrounding a pesticide plant in the cen-
tral Indian city of Bhopal. As the deadly
¢loud slowly drifted in the cool night air,
sleeping residents awoke, coughing, chok-
Ing, and rubbing painfully stinging eyes.
By the time the gas cleared at dawn, thou-
wands were dead and injured; ranking it
ulongside Chernobyl as the world’s worst
Industrial disaster, or as one commentator
ut it “the Hiroshima of the Chemical
Eu!uatry.”
The deadly gas had leaked from the nearby
Lnion Carbide factory, builtin Bhopal in 1969
1o produce pesticides as part of India’s Green
Revoluton, which promised to increase the
productivity of crops and feed the country’s
poor - but once again only fed the profits of
the multinationals.
It could have been any poor country des-
perate to atract multinationals at any cost.
As Jamie Cassels, author of ‘Lessons From
Whopal’, wrote: “Developing countries confer sghan
Wilti-national corporation’s a compelitive advan-
~ hie becanse they affer low-cost labor, access to mar-
kets, and lower gperating costs, Once there, compa-
Wies bave little incentive to mininize environmiental
wid buman risks. Lax environmental and safety
C ilation, inadequate capital investment in safthy
\uiprertt, and poor o cations between comi-
Panies and governments composnd the problem™
Carbide’s safety standards at the Bhopal
plant were well below those of a near- identi-
il factory it owned in West Virginia, USA. In
fict, safety standards had been deteriorating
und ignored for years, Even a report by the
coumpany’s own US safety team commented
0 “a serious potential for sizeable releases of
txic materials...due to equipment failure, op-
prting problems or maintenance problems™
Bur it’s not just the company that should
shoulder the blame. What hittle environmen-
fill laws there were, were ignored by the state
of Madhya Pradesh and an Indian govern
inent afraid of frightening off big business.
When the victims protested, their cries were
olten met with violence, Thousands were ar-
tested, some on trumped up charges such as
attempted murder or violation of the Offical

AGGRO-
CHEMICALS

Secrets Act. One health clinic was raided, with
police confiscating medical records and arrest-
ing six volunteer doctors. After 15 years most
victims remain uncompensated. Meanwhile,
according to “The Lancet’, victims suffering
from serious health problems are being
misdiagnosed or ignored by local doctors,
while Union Carbide claim the pesticide is
merely a “mild throat and ear irritant™ |

The disaster gave rise to the world's largest
lawsuit that dragged on for more than seven
years. In the end the company received a slap
on the wrist fine of just $470 million show-
ing just whose interests the Indian govern-
ment really serve.

WE ALL LIVE IN BHOPAL

As one Bhopal activist put it “Bbopal is not
something unfortunate that is only happening to
the peaple of a central Indian cty. 1t is bappening
everywhere around the world. The routine potsoning
of living systemss that accompanies the starage, trans-
port, production, consunption and waste ireatment
of hagardous chemsicals are part of owr industrial
soctety. The silent and slow Bhopals that are hap-
pening in everyday hfe often go wnnoticed and are
seldom resisted.”

Bhopal has become a symbol of the way
corporations treat humans and the environ-
ment. Or as author Ward Churchill puts it:
“Union Carbide’s success in avoiding prosecution

In 1992 the official death toll for Bhopal
stood at over 4,000, However, according 1o
one senior UNICEF offical it could have been
as high as 10,000, In addition, 30,000 to
40,000 people were maimed and seriously in-
jared, and 200,000 were otherwise affected
through minor injury, death of a family mem-
ber, and economic and social dislocation.

underscores the present reality that transnational
companies are lawless monsters roaming the earth.”
* Greenpeace’s ship the ‘Rainbow Warrior” is
currently on a two-year “toxic free/Asia” tour and
will be visiting India next month to hjgh].lght
the plight of the victims of Bhopal disaster. *
This year Dow Chemicals bought Union Car-
bide for £7.2 billion to create the world’s sec-
ond largest chemicals producer * A report
published by the National Toxic Campaign

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK

For spreading peace and love.

Tawo girls in Canterbury who'd cheered
up locals for ages by chalking ‘fluffy” direc-
tives around town urging folks to hease
love’, Sfust be’ and ‘listen to the colosr of yosr
dream;’ found themselves being forced to
‘choose faw" by the unamused, spiky hands
of the local Plods who, as always, find it
easy to jus/ be' misanthropic, humourless
tossers. Backing the cops up were the local
MecDonalds, who supplied brushes and
water so the girls could be foreed to serub
off their positive vibes, To add insult to
injury, local rag “The Kent Messenger’
printed up mug shots of the girls three
days after the event with the caption "Have
You Seen These Men?™..,

and the International Council on Public Af-
fairs, showed that even after the disaster Car-
bide continued to be *“a major discharger of
toxic substances into the environment, and a
major generator of hazardous waste’. In
1988, the company generated more than 300
million pounds of such waste - an increase
of 70 million compared with 1987"

BRIEF ENCOUNTER

Marks and Sparks were caught with their
trousers down at the opening of their new
Manchester store on Thursday by Super-he-
roes armed with the biggest pair of pants in
the city- and we don’t mean the Gallaghers,
The Underwear Ubermenschen* unfurled a
four-metre pair of shreds and then attempted
to pull down all the tasteful trolleys on display
in the store. “Y; Oh Y, Our Y-fronts?" panted
perplexed employees, before cottoning on af-
ter a briefing from the heroes, who included
SuperPants and Captain Y-Fronts. For they
were from ‘Superhetoes Agairm GM Pants’,
sniffing out stains in M&S’ ‘organic’ gusset:
the use of genetically-modified cotton in their
otherwise graceful grits**. "GM cotton s undies-
irable for superheroes and the public alike. 1t below
the belt and shonld be removed without delay” said
a spokeshero, "Me>S bave taken many steps fo
take GM ont of their food and animal feed, but this
podicy is incansistent i they contimme to sell GM
wtton."

Don't get yer knickers in a twist, but GM
corton is the product of SchNEWS faves
Monsanto and is bred to be herbicide and pest
resistant. It has all the inherent risks of gene
mransfer and increased pesticide usage of other
GM crops- and it does nothing to prevent
skidmarks, either.

Watch for further actions! More info:0161 224
4846 SchNews vocab watch: * Supermen. Hon-
est. Ask Nietzsche ** Pants. Honest. Ask Viz

: QANTICOPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION




POWER ADDICTS

“A cligue of the richest, economically and
politically most powerful and influential men
in the Western world [who] meet secretly to
plan events that later appear just to happen™-
The Times

Heard all about the Teaked’ minutes from the
last meeting of conspiracy-faves the Bilderberg
Group? How Russia was given carte blanche to
bomb Chechnya, and all the rest? Well you can read
the leaked documents IN FULL on the SchNEWS
website (Most of the ‘surfers” visiting our site since
we put the Bilderberg thing on it have been US
security agencies and multi-national companies.
Truel)

POWER DRUNKS

Ever wondered how you get to be a Bilderberger?
Well, there’s a kindergarten where you'll learn all
you need to know. The British Amencan Project
for the Successor Generation (BAP) was set up by
Ronnie Reagan, Rupert Murdach and Sir James
Goldsmith in 1985 for the elite of up ‘n’ coming
thirtysomethings from both sides of the Adantic
to be nurtured in the ‘special relationship’ existing
between the two nations, Past members Peter
Mandelson and George Robertson have both re-
cently spoken at Bilderberg, BAP has just held its
14th annual shindig (described by ex-member Jeremy
Paxman as ‘four days of beer’) in Harrogate, with
this years’ theme Making Culture Count’, No Tracy
Emin here, of course, just Saatchi & Saarchi execs
and the like discussing art’s role in the global mar-
ketplace and in the words of Alison Holmes, chair
of the execunive committee: Ik alf been quite mad,
sorting out the world’s problerss and drinking too mwch”.
Quite. BAP emerged in response to worries abour
the anti-nuke, anti-American drift of the Labour
Party in the early ‘80% and the current co-ordinator
is all-round bad ¢gg Lord Carnington, ex-NATO
chief and chair of the Bilderbergers for 9 years.
Sounds dodgy? Never! As Alison Holmes told a
Big Issue journalist: “Bilderwfiat? 1've never heard of
thaat in all ey life.”

BLAIR WITCH

Cherie Blair went hungry last week after stu-
dents from the Non Payment Campaign occupied
the restaurant at Sussex Uni and cancelled the Chan-
cellor’s Society Banquet where Cherie was booked
to give aspeech. The Uni Chancellor, Lord Diclae’
Attenborough, displaping shock and horror when
told of the Uni administration’s coersive tactics to-
wards non-payers, sympathised with the occupiers
and expressed support for the cause of Free Edu-
cation. Despite this ‘understanding’, the Uni admin-
istration 15 still threatening criminal and disciplinary
proceedings against students: there are now 50 re-
fusing or unable to pay the £1025 wition fees ar
Sussex.

This action was inspired by the recent occupa-
tion at Oxford Uni where buildings where oceu-
pied by 200 students from 12th-16th Nov. Their
demands were similar to those at Sussex, including
an end to the ‘residency” requirements which t\:;e
vents those who have not paid from obtaining their
degrees, an end 1o fee cc:r]:c“ﬁ(m by the university
and no penalisation of non payers. They encourage
others to organise similar action in support of the
studenrs everywhere who cannot or will not pay
their fees so they can build up the momenmum and
spread the campaign in the run up to the NUS
Demonstration on the 25th. Info: Campaign for
Free Education PO Box 22615, London N4 1WT.
/ Tek: 0958 556 756 hrip://membersxoom.com/
nus_cfe/ Sussex Non-Payment Campaign, Falmer
House, University of Sussex, Falmer, Brighton BN1
8DN or ¢-mail susxnonpay(@hotmail. com.
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SChNEWS in brief

**The next Aldermaston Women’s Peace
Camp is on Friday Dec 10th (evening) to Sunday
14th (noon) sian@aldercamp.freescrve.co.uk™*
Happy first birthday 1o OXYACETYLENE, a free
newsletter about actions and campaigns mainly in
the Oxford area. Visit www.oxford-
citydemon.couk/oxyace/* or send stamps and/or
cheques o Box G, 111 Magdalen Road, Oxford,
OX4 1RQ ** Get digging through the skips and
recycle yer old (or new) junk to create an exhibition
for the Cultures of Resistance celebration of crea-
tivity art exhibition from 12%17" Dec at a squatted
venue soon to be revealed. Contact
rachred57(@hommailcom  or 0958 765151 before
5" Dec o contribute** The Housmans Peace
Diary 2000 is now on sale containing én up to date
world directory of 2000 peace, environment and
human rights organisations, international {Pcac:: days
and more. Send 6,95 plus another £4 if you want
to sponsor a diary sent free to third world cam-

i to Housmans, 5 Caledonian Rd, London,
N1 9DX, UK ** Don't breed or buy while stray
pets die — then National Day of A
Against the Pet Trade Sat 4" Dec, for peaceful
demos and leafleting outside pet dealers contact;
PO Box 233, Liverpool, 169 7 LF or 0151 228
3730.%* A West Papuan tribesman fighting Indo-
nesian occupation will be addressing the Worthing
Eco-Action meeting on Dec 7%, Meetings are held
on the first Tuesday of every month upstairs at 42
Marine Parade 7pm, but as they remind us if you're
the kind of person who does what you're told you're
going to want to stay away! www.worthing.eco-
action.org or PO Box 4144, Worthing, BN14 7 NZ
**Reclaim the Railways in opposition to tube
privatisation on November 30th in London. Mect
Euston Sm. 5pm. Transport from Brighton leaves
2.30pm, Corn Exchange, tickets £3/ /5 from Peace
Centre **Shutdown Citibank: worlds’ largest
holder of student debt, backed by Japanese loan-
sharks who steal clients’ organs to pay off theirdebrs.
Shut ‘em down as part of the international protest
at the WTO. 12 noon, 30 Novy, Lewisham. Our of
the smtion and look up!!**Anti-Nato Picket or-
ganised November 30th to welcome Jamie Shea and
George Robertson (spokesman and new head of
NATO respectively) who are arriving by over for a
‘celebratory meal’ in their honour at the Royal Na-
val College, Greenwich SE10. Meet 6.30pm.**

IT’S GOOD TO
STRIKE!

For the first time in 13 years, Briish Telecom work-
ers kicked off 2 series of one day sirkes, which began
on 22nd Nov. BT staff are walking out from call cen-
tres actoss the UK in protest over the Jow wages, agency

isation, battery hen working conditions and con-
stant phone monitoring by management, Despite the
fact the company earned over £4.3 billion over 1998,
and awarded if's fat cat boss Peter Bonfield with an
annual pay nise of £1 million, BT continue to employ
the majonty of it’s smff from agencies like Manpower
and Blue Arrow - with no contract, no sick pay, and no
joh security. Call centre workers, over 70% of whom
are recruited from agencies, are electronically loggred
for Call Handling Times (CHT), and monitored by
snooping bosses, who are instructed to sack them if
they do not meet ‘customer service” performance tar-
gets. In June this year 120 workers were sacked from
their jobs at the Directory Inguiry call centre in Stircling
due to ‘mynttabi advncements i technolygy’. As one ex
worker described it, working ar BT " like comfract-
ing & misrochip tumowr of the brain”. Fact sheet: send
SAE to: BT - Black Technology, PO Box 3157,
Brighton, BN2 255,

Communication Workers Union, 150 The Broad-
way, Wimbledon, London, SW19 1RX

WS, ¢/o on-the-fiddle, P.O. Box
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COPS IN RUBBER
SHOCKER

Right that's enough of the funnies- t
serious Why do coppers in Durham and West M
Police forces need Rubber Bullets? Looking,
new war to fight? Not just content with intro
ing a new definition of the Prevention of Te
ism Act (see SCANEWS 237) the governme
slowly arming the Police Forees of Britain
Baton guns that fire “solid four inch lony
urethane rubber rounds”- rubber bullets ¥
and mie. Don't be fooled by the name, rubber b
lets are killers; so far they've killed 14 peaple
Northern Ireland, 7 of them children. A rege
report by the Belfast based Committee on the
ministration of Justice warned that the use of i
ber baton guns in Northern Ireland “appeare|
have become a weapon of first resort” and
current guidelines for their use were “my
weak” and often ignored But don’t worry
police deseribe rubber bullets as “non-led
promise only to use them in “pre-planned @
tions..." and only as a last resort, like CS gas.
since October 98, when it was launched on
streets, (S gas has been used more than 1
times with the Plod receiving hundreds of
plaints- such as that against South Wales o
who spayed and incapacitated a man as he
into his own home.

“There’s a tfendency for it to be wsed to ensure o
arresh, and that’s worrying - i 1'ne a middle-aged
is @ bit worried abart bis abilities to handle-a situ
tempiation is fo pull out the CS spray and use it at d
stage 5o that | don’t have any trowble"Perer Mo
chairman, Police Complaints Authority

So giving coppers who can't handle si
haton guns and rubber bullets makes perfect:
then? More info: Committee on the A t
ion of Justce Tel 01232 232394 fax 01232 2468
also Starewatch (vol.8 no. 5),

PO Box 1516, London, N16 OEW

CITY TRADERS IN
DESTRUCTION ORG

A Hotel had to be evactated afrer a late
party decended into chaos and ended in a susp
arson attack reports the Southern Daily Ed
guests were evacuated from 180 a-night €
Manor Hotel, Brockenhurst when a blaze |
after furniture was placed on a log fire in
dents lounge. Damage alleged to have oc
ing a party by 11 City traders on a two-day vis
the New Forest. Det Sgt Steve Davies said, *1
had just had dinner with plenty of alcol
began playing a game of indoor cricket.” é
do!} Police said the hotel faces a bill o
£20K due o damages A police spokesman &
would appear the blaze began in the residen
after a private party got out of hand.”
The trip was organised by London |
Intercapital whose managing director
Newman was reported as saying, “They are
bunch of boys who got drunk. It was
and a case of boys behaving badly, We 'y
down and talk to them and they will pay
bill themselves.” {just stick it on the
gov}] Two of the group arrested on s
arson but released on police bail untl Janu

PICH

disclaimer
SchNEWS warns all world domination cot
tors if they eat a Cheesey Bildeberger BAP
get gas in the pants, Then they won't be

Honest!
horeass
BN? DX

able to Justice?) Ask for
, Brighton, East Sussex,



SELECT COMMI'ITEE SLAMS

{ORITY

Lodge of Fr / ¢

amination gh The mflu_ence of mcsonry on public ||fe
In its 2nd report, published in v{‘l&@ the Committee
states: ‘We pam regret that it was only possmte for

this C BhﬂDbﬂHnﬂTE-l ope atiol cﬂﬂge(iﬂndenge
by compulgon We did noj Ho-50 ,_- ht]y but ommﬁ)emg
faced with months of prévaricati

representing 350,000 exclu <
provide a list of ﬁsrﬁeuﬂ)ers Imtoived in infamous cases of
corruption including that involving the West Midlands Serious
Crime Squad (disbanded 1989). According to the Commit-
tee's 2nd reportpublished in May; “The WestMidlands Crime
Squad was arguably the most complained about unit in what
was the most complained about police force in the country.”
However, when Committee chairman, Chris Mullins MP pro-
vided the Grand Lodge with a list of those involved, the Grand
Lodge dragged its heals on confirming their masonic status.
The Committee report notes: “We regret that it has taken the
Grand Lodge five attempts to arrive at a definifive - Tt is
definitive - list of masons in the Serious Crime Squad.” Doubts
over the accuracy of the Grand Lodge's reluctantly given in-
formation were further excacerbated when the Committee dis-
covered that one of the names not confirmed by the United
Lodge was subsequently discovered by the Committee’s chair-
man to be a mason.

The Select Committee’s first report, published in 1997, called
for a publicly available register of all masons working in the
police and judicial system. Home Secretary, Jack Straw,
accepted the Committee's recommendation but only con-
firmed a vountary declaration scheme which has since
proven to be a farce. Emie Hanrahan, head of the Police
Federation representing rank and file police officers, has
already publicly urged his members not to co-operate.

From the scant compli
the Select Committ
fessional judiciary (j
as much as 48% of g

roluntary questionaires,
between 5-10% of pro-
m magistrates, and
J Senﬂce are ma-

are masons
be allowed to
simply by de

Responding
ister of names mi
Select Committee also states: “In the absence of any com-
pelling reason to the contrary, we support full public access...

has strongly criticised the United Grand -
\coroperative with a parliamentary ex-

SOUALLD

Where Do You Want To Grow Today?

| Wanna Go Home

Features

Squall Pics
Fma"y we look floward Frontline Communique
to the extension of The State Its In
such disclosure into | Sauotes

Resources

other areas of public life
such as local authori-
ties and Parliament.”

Links
From Our Correspondence

Full background investigative articles on Freemasonry and
the Home Affairs Select Committee investigation are avail-
able in the SQUALL website features section.

Squotes

“It's not everyone who's been given a golfing
lesson by the President of the United States! |
certainly had the best instuctor | could possi-
bly have.”

Tony Blair (The Daily Telegraph 19/5/98)

“So | told him how to hold the club, how fo stand,
how to swing...”

President Clinton on Tony Blair (The Daily
Telegraph 19/5/98)

....A fair Britain ... but ... unavoidably ...
a mereciless Britain ...
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‘@nti-advertisement

WARNING

Reading adverts

can influence your
purchasing behaviour
and undermine your
attempts to consume

ETHICALLY

BEWARE EFFECTIVE ADVERTISING

Public Service Announcement
issued by the
Subvertising Standards Authority

No-Shop Day Sat

November 27th

SQUOTES

“The time for the war of the powerful to speak has -
passed; we will let it speak no more. It is now the
time for the peace to speak, that we all deserve
and need, peace with justice and dignity.”

Clandestine Indigenous Revolutionary Commit-
tee-EZLN General Command, Mexico
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*] came here to get arrested — let’s get back
it there tomorrow™ Dan, protestor, Tuesday
night {
~ “My Trade Minister went to Seattle and all 1
gt was this import quota” T-Shirt for sale,

dawitown Seattle

“Whose Streets? Our Sireets!” Everyone!
Thousands of people are marching on Capi-
Jol Hill; the police are at a loss, ther most vi-
wed in the streets. The alliance of workers, en-
Mronmentalists, students, human nghts activ-
\ls, anarchists, in fact everyone from the
Lhurch of the Underground Elvis to the
Wobblies is rock solid Hundreds of arrested
have cut therr plastic handeuffs with
sl clippers, barnicaded themselves in the buses
\wed 1o take them to the nick and are refusmg
W even give their names. .. yes, the SchANEWS
g is in Seattle for what was gonna be a nice
\puiet winter holiday, and seems to have stum-
bled on America’s biggest protest in decades.
As SchNEWS went to press downtown
Senttle was still m chaos: riot police n armoured
wurs (called Peacemakers!) sped through the
Juitle zone lobbing tear gas at anyone in the
Mreets, while protestors still held many parts
ul the city centre, effectively shutting down
he city for a second day nnning. A state of
Wmergency has been declared, Martial Law is
i force; a curfew declared every night between
1 und dawn in the centre of town and residen-
il areas. The National Guard are on every street
gumer amesting anyone, riot cops still loosing
four gas at a peaceful student demos we write.
For those Poll Tax/June 18th veterans who
teckon they can handle the odd copper, riot
ice here are better armed than the average
Trooper, and the policy seems to be gas
flrst, beatings and arrests later. On Wednesday
aflernoon a spontaneous march on Bill
Clinton’s hotel by the Steelworkers and hun-
tieds of protestors was broken up by a con-
stant tear gas barrage, gassing hundreds of
TOP TEAR GAS TIPS: Although we're not
sure about toothpaste under the eyes,
SchNEWS can confirm that vinegar on a scarf
does help you breathe more easily.
SchNEWS has been bangin’ on about the
World Trade Organisation (WTO) for a while

(see SChHNEWS 233, 190), but now as US Sena-
tor Pat Hayden says, “Yesterday no-one knew
what the WTO was. Today the whole of
America knows it as a household word, and

the past five years has been busy dismantling
labour and environmental laws under the guise
of ‘free trade’ (see SchNEWS 220, 204, 187).
Effectively this amounts to world domination
by multinational corporations, fronted by na-
tional govts, with surprise, surprise the good
ol’ U.S of A running the show. Seattle is the
Jocation for thrashing out new agreements, and
activists have been amiving for over a week to
show therr opposition. The aim of the protests

streets in the face of tear gas, pepper spray,
concussion grenades, and rubber bullets.

Many have been injured, protestors and del-
egates alike complaining about the cops’ reck-
less and enthusiastic use of weapons. The
crowds were later joined by a 40,000 strong
even greater job losses, worse working condi-
tions, lower pay, less job secunty and greater
profits for bosses. Students and schoolchildren
walked out, and taxi-drivers with their own griev-
ances went on strike, as buses were under siege
round the Western Hotel in a situation reminis-
cent of Custer’s last stand.

By Wednesday the protests were smaller, any-

SEATTLE’S A GAS

were seized, his house searched, and then
was released until the cops can prove he'd
light o one of their vans.

one daring to raise their voice facing amest and
being shipped off to a naval base. The pre-
Seattle the world’s most clued-up city on the
WTO. Everyone had an opinion, most unfa-
the WTO was “a global conspirarcy lo make us
all eat poison shit™

An aircraft flew over on Sunday spelling out
‘Peaple Not Profit’; a 4-page spoof section of
the Seattle Post Intelligencer was slipped into
thousands of the papers. You could buy t-shirts,
caps, and a whole range of other merchandise -
even the local strip jont was getting in on the
act. Seattle has become a wealthy city, symbol
of a ‘revitalised economy’ and home to
Microsoft and Boeing. All this despite 2 mas-
sive homeless problem, the same poverty found
in any American city and new laws recently
passed to sweep the poor off the streets. As
one local paper asked, “Ts Seattle nuts?” As
Texas DJ and former senator Jim Hightower put
it, “they got the fat cats, we got the alley cats.”
Preparations for the arrival of the WTO included
a fedeml grant and a stash of hidden medica-
tion in the event of amajor biological or chemi-
cal attack!
mmpummﬂmwm,hsmym(h-
neva, he saw 5,000 protestors, when cars were
torched, offices occupied and trashed, elc (see
SchNEWS 168). Clinfon’s hopes of ending his
presidency on a high note, making up for last
year’s indiscretions and showing the U.S’s com-
mand of international affairs has gone up in
smoke. Last year the WTO were complaining
about a low press profile, now it probably wishes
it could crawd back info its murky world of se-
cret tribunals and hope the protests go away.
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ANTI-WTO CRAZY

On 25 Nov. 5000 French farmers with their
sheep, ducks and goats, feasted on regional prod-
ucts under the Eiffel tower in protest at the im-
pact of trade liberalisation. On Tuesday, 800 min-
ers clashed with cops, ransacking a tax office
and burning cars in 2 towns in eastern France.

The more random “Spackparade’ in Berlin
left police confused as protesters waved mock
banners demanding more order, more security
and *wealth for eels’ (a pun on wealth for all).

In Iceland anti-American protests targetted
amilitary base and embassy demanding *Yanks
Out” (a promise still unkept since WW2).

At the home of the WTO in Geneva, a city
of only 300,000 managed to produce 3,000
protestors made up of farmers and city-dwell-
ers, expressing their solidarity with the strug-
gle against globalisation; the farmers gather-
ing at the UN building and the city folk march-
ing on the international banking district.

Food Not Bombs served up in Prague, and
supermarkets were leafletted.

On the 24th in India, 300 scaled the fence of
the World Bank building, covering it with post-
ers, grafitti, cow shit and mud, while others sang
slogans and traditional songs at the gate.

In London over 1000 gathered outside
Euston Station in support of rail and tube work-
ers, and for a privatised and safe rail network.
Speeches were made, drums banged, and peo-
ple partied (despite the dull presence of So-
cialist Wanker Parasites). Everything was
peaceful until the rally had ended and some
protestors charged the cops in the return of
rabid riot ravers ruckus. A police van was set
alight and protestors and lots of heavy-handed
cops pushed each other around. Arrests were
made, capitalism was mentioned, people went
home. And remember folks: you're not obliged
to say anything to the cops or have your pic-
ture taken! Earlier in the day there were pro-
tests in Trafalgar Sq about asbestos, and out-
side Citibank, about student fees.

In Leeds city centre, around 50 protestors (and
yet more SWP sads) were faced by over 300
cops. In the face of these daft odds, people
wandered around, handed out leaflets outside
scummy companies, and generally had a laff.

A disused garage and an old Toll House,
soon to be “luxury flats” have been squatted
in Totnes, South Devon to draw local people’s
attention to the WTO. In Cardift a procession
marched through the centre of town. In Hali-
fax a Nestle factory was occupied and a ban-
ner dropped outside; 16 were arrested.

HUNTINGDON
DEATH SCIENCES

The good folk who brought you the closure
of Hillgrove cat farm are now set to bring you
the demise of vivisectors Huntingdon Life Sci-
ences, The labs, in Cambridgeshire, will be tar-
geted by “avin’ it mass protests until they close.
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty Campaign
promise the biggest actions yet. HLS holds
70,000 animals at one time and was seriously
undermined by campaigners a couple of years
back before being bailed out by Nat West. The
first national demo is set for Dec 11: details/
leaflets/ete 0121 632 6460. Last Sunday’s demo
against Shamrock Monkey Farm in Sussex
saw activists blockading Brighton town centre
while the riot squad and EG units waited on a
country lane 20 miles away. Nice One!! Save
The Shamrock Monkeys PO Box 3090,
Brighton BN1 3QU tel: 0702 093 6956
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SchNEWS in brief
Check out www.geocities.com/
newburybypass for a huge archive about yer
favourite road ** 2 hospitals are being closed
to make way for a Private Finance Initiative
(see SchNEWS 210/219) ‘superhospital’ with
losses of beds and jobs. Demo. on Sat 11™ Dec,
11 a.m, Sclll)y Oak Hospital: details c/o B’ham
TUC, The Union Club, 723 Pershore Rd, Sell
Park, Birmingham ** meals without squeals?
this vegan recipe book for I;ust £2.80 15 right
up yer street, from VIVA!, 12 Queens Square,
Brighton ** 9 Ladies need your help! Stanton
Moor, the Nine Ladies Stone Circle and re-
lated areas of the Peak District are in serious
danger if the application to re-open two dor-
mant quarries 1s accepted. Tel 01332 663031
** Got a spare video camera? A Brighton
activist heading to Arizona to document the
forced relocation of Navajo Indians desper-
ately needs video equipment. Contact
SchNEWS office ** Don’t know what to get
the folk this Christmas? Check out Green
Books, AK Distribution and Pluto Press cata-
logues. Green Books 01803 863260
www.greenbooks.co.uk; AK Distribution 0131
555 5165; Pluto Press 0181 348 2724
www.plutobooks.com ** Ethical Xmas
ressies? check out the Fair Trade Fair at
I cnsm%on Olympia 2, 10th - 12th Dec. More
info P.O. Box 1001, London SE24 9NL
www.globalpartnership.org *

Car Sick

This week, John Prescott incurred the wrath of
car-lovers with his for higher fuel duty
and city road tolls. Even Scum readers demanded a
series of one-day car drivers’ strikes to show John
that they won't be pushed around - so now brave
*Two Jags’ announces the money raised is to be
spent on more roads rather than public transport.
Yep, folks...time to dust down Swampy and prise
him out of his Armani ‘cos 37 bypasses and motor-
ways are planned over the next 7 years. And of
course, there’s also the Fat Hypoente's sell-off of
London Underground, although he’s ousted
Railtrack from this process, but privitization goes
on nonetheless, including a widely criticised plan
to remove air traffic control from the public sector.
Overcrowding, high fares, delays and accidents are
all aresult of shareholders’ concern for profits rather
than people. But before you unpack yer climbing
hamess, get a copy of Statewatch. Cops are calling
fior new legislation to combat road protestors. In an
interview in Police Review, Chief Constable
Stephen Green calls for new laws and police pow-
ers to deal with non-violent protest and a change in
definition, ‘upping” road protest from public order
to terrorism!! Statewatch: P.O Box 1516, London

SchNEWS AGGRO
GUIDE: Mayday 2000

MayDay 2000, a 4-day gathering to be held
across London from 28 Apr, - 1st May 2000,
Conceived at the Bradford '98 conference and
bomn at the June 18th action. Plans include work-
shops, § into-the night discussions, stalls,
a bookfair, film festival, art exhibition, footie tour-
nament, tours of revolutionary London, a MAS-
SIVE Critical Mass bike ride, plans for a perma-
nent social centre, top gigs, parties, a May Queen
event with atwist, maypoles, mayhemand a MASS
ACTION in London on Monday May Ist to cel-
ebrate “our diverse es against capitalism,
exploitation and the destruction of the planet.”
Any offers of help organising the festivities are
welcome, as are donations.MayDay 2000 BM
MayDay London WCIN 3XX Email enquiries
to : mayday2k@email.com Discussion group:
mayday2000-subscribe(@egroups.com

Inside SChNEWS

While you're all out *avin it over the wi
hols, spare a thought for those locked
and send a card, or better still a letter. It
portant to support those who are serving
for trying to make the world a better
and contact with the outside world can
make someone’s day. Don’t forget it
you... Here’s a list to start you off, for
info on letter-writing and prisoner su|
contact London ABC, 27 Old Gloucester |
London WC 1N 3XX londonabe(@hotmail

Harold H. Thompson, #93992, N.W,
Site 1, Route 1, Box 660, Tiptonville,
38079, USA
Edward Mark Williams, P15135, E Wi
HMP Wormwood Scrubs, Du Cane Rd,
don W12 0AE
Mark Barnsley, WA2897, HMP Full Si
York YO41 1PS
Burley William, 097234 - Al - P11
Box 221, Raiford, FLA 32083, USA

Hannah Thompson, CF 4997 - 01.20,
Eastwood Park, Falfield, nr. Wootten-
Edge, Glos GL12 8DS

Andrew Kerry, HMP Swaleside, Eastchurg
Kent ME12 4AX _
Pablo Locke, MM2797, HMP King
Milton Rd, Portsmouth, Hants PO3 6AS

Richard Gilbert, DP4786, Houseblo
HMP Belmarsh, Western Way, Tham
London SE28 OEB

Will Hudson, HG0089, D Wing, HM
Blundeston, Lowestoft, Suffolk NR32

John Bowden, B41173, HMP Long
South Littleton, Evesham, Worcs WR1

Tim Pockett, JW 1522, HMP Littlehey, P
Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 OSR

Raphael Rowe, HMP Kingston, Mill
Portsmouth PO3 6AS
** And another prisoner’s being held
lation to June 18th. Letters of support
Sole CW 9599, HMP Wandsworth, P
757, Heathfield Rd, London SW 18 3HF

and ﬁ’l (1l

After years a\roidiﬂ‘_‘g"Il anything more
ous than rushing to the shops for a
biscuits, SchNEWS was very surprised
results of a survey into people’s aiti
work published in the Financial Ti
week. We're not sure who was intervie
if they come from the same planet as ¥
but here’s some of the *statistics’ that h
running to get on the sick:
* 10% said they go to work beca
enjoy it
* 2% go to work for the company of
* 79% are ‘very’ or ‘fairly satisfied” )
their job ]
* 89% would seek work at once if
employed 1
* Managers are rated as "very good’ or ‘g
good’ by a staggering 78%
And the survey said, “Are you out o
fucking minds?” On the basis of the a
some employees are too unimaginative (o
of anything better to do, have no ma
side the workplace, and love being
about by power-crazed nutters. The
might surprise those who continue to
shit working conditions, get paid virtuall
all, and are on a one-way fast-track ro
old age with no pensions. »
g pe:!]lsclalmer
SchNEWS wams all readers not to attes
illegal gatherings or take part in any cri
activities. Always stay within the law. In
please just sit in, watch TV and go on
shopping sprees filling your house and
withwith endless consumer crap...you will

00, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2

brighton.co.uk



on, one of a series which took
'London on the day, highlighted the
Shell and the Nigerian government

environmentally and community devastat-
ing quest for oil in the Niger delta.

Squotes

“The collapse of the Global marketplace would
be a traumatic event with unimaginable conse-
quences. Yet | find it easier to imagine than the
continuance of the present regime.”

George Soros, financial speculator.

Activists in Bristol devise
an impromtu Game Show
where the World Trade
Organisation defeats ordi-

" nary citizens to win con-
e trol of the globe. Spin that

Wheel of Misfortune!
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The World Trade Organisation was meeting in Seattle, UsA .
People all across the world Were planning actions and demonstia-
fions aGainst this, exploitation and capitalism. In London ,a fally
was called, and the cops decided Hnat af =
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But when the speeches were finishec|
weryone just pled out onto the street

[IVIE]

- i TS

ol some people Gothold of |
9“ 34ransport police t.'zmP
<

AREYOU SURE
THIS 18 A =
: PiG VANZ

AUGHT ON ==
NP

o
{ Some arun® oot
on tep and ok
\| 20 m.autes™®
) OfF the uaht




The van went up in flames...
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and the police started clearing the streets
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[+ was all a bit random
and the thousands of
cOpS arouncl seemed
very well prepared.

HM, T FEEL CRAP
LEAVING EVERY-
ONE BEHIND 1O
GET NICKED. .

T GUESS WE SHOULD
HEAD BACK THEN)...
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A curfew was called , the Nationa |

The police threw these
Guard sent i, ruboer pullets and
nefve Gas (!) were used ...

thinGys info the crowd 7
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K4 nel—ball bearings _ \\
)| coated with nubber?

our protesters too, nelped with the
policing : a*non-violent’ line was
Pushed eyen extended to damage

n one mstance, :
5 ! a‘non-violent "
property ! Mob hospial-
'%RBPC KS* 1sed some.
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Peapie trying
1o smash
Niketown ?
Y Amierican hip-
pi€s are mad !

S éﬁll smashed @ OVRLEGITIMATE

S o = PRoTEST, TUT TUT.
The WTO talks were extemally and in- T . * ]
¥ €even cleaned vp Graffith -
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and some found them - -
selves iri court, .
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ALSQ : In France 800 miners stormed overnent offices *
INNiGena ,the confiiC t between the people of theNiger Del {3
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foms # |n sSwitzerandl 5000 suiivsnded WD UM #ds |, and
the power supply 1o the WO HQ waS Sabotaged! ¥ wA-HEY 7
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moenstration at Euston Station re-
iVilolence before rapidly leav-
i how the frouble started and

Ihe Cami-

e World
sation held its big meeti {
Utside Euston station vo
control. People from
nere was the initial influ
g, good vibes, a pa
m, the speakers starte

Sometime
e vibes con-
fious remarks.
eakers had fin-
ck to the drum-

& positive vibes, and
carf round his face, kick-

iolence increased, so
ut without foree. | have

restraint. | 3 !
response, and in turn, an excuse for a ruck. | shouted at him
10 stop, getting in the middle of it; either one of us could have
walked away, without police interference. | thought that the
majority of people in the area would have agreed with me;
that this was just one guy, with a problem, and nothing more.
But within 60 seconds, the police were moving away, and a
gharge of protesters were coming at them, spurred on by this
guy's cries of “come on then”,

The masked man who started the whole
thing off, dipped out of the crowd, before
reaching the police at the other end and
left the scene. The riot had started, and
look its usual course. A van was left in
the area of the protest and the bait was
taken. Some people tried to persuade the
“mob" to leave it alone. Most people stood
sllent. There were cameras everywhere.
Only the rioters and the curious remained.
The van was smashed up and set alight
and as the fumes overtook the area, | no-
ticed a group of riot police appearing on
the left. It looked like a good time to leave.
| headed into the small park-like area and
got out on the far side. | heard from a
friend who didn't get out, that the riot po-
lice did “snatch and grab” missions into
the crowd later for specific people caught
on camera.

If the rioters thought they could achieve
anything positive by fighting the police,
their energy was misplaced. All that was
achieved by starting a riot was to create
a story, with pictures, discrediting the pro-
testers, their efforts, and the issues.
There is a lot of good footage to discredit
the protest, when a van is set alight by a

Hms that p‘atuim.s burning van pic anyway

Where Du You Want To Grow Today?
I'Wanna Go Home
Underground Update
Features
squall Pics

group of “anar- ;"G:::“'“"'

chists” or i

a sources

hardcore trouble Links

makers”, to give From Our Correspondence

them their media
friendly titles. It
was no surprise that the burning van was front page news.

Multi-national companies, the target of the protest, try to dis-
credit activists who take direct action against them, as "thugs”
or “terrorists”. These same companies influence the majority
of people in this country every day, through the newspapers
and television stations they control. Many people base their
opinions and decisions upon information received from these
sources. If there is a riot at a protest, all that is reported and
remembered is the riot. As it is obvious that violence at a
protest, redirects attention away from the protest itself, then
could we not conclude, that the people responsible for start-
ing this and other riots, are doing so to lessen the impact of
the direct action itself? It's possible that these people who
start and maintain riots, are not sympathetic to the efforts of
the particular pressure groups who are involved in the protest.
| was there at the very start of the trouble. | saw one lone
man kicking and shouting at passive police officers who
were not being threatening in any way. They were unarmed,
and not fighting back after having been attacked by this
one lone man. Due to the crowd's automatic association of
“hem" and “us”, the police were rushed by the crowd. The

Pic: Snaps Picazo



mce against the police force, coupled with s interesting to note that everytime the rioters stopped, thé
e'on then”, led an otherwise peaceful gath-  drummers started, and everytime the rioters started again
ering/iAtd anunprovoked attack on the po- the drummers stopped. There i
||ceﬁ[et§hdl‘1'0rg§ﬁm there were more a difference between civ

ugh riotpalice, with full body ar- disobedience and violence
', shields, batens &nd a strategic ad- directed against symbols

ge. With the. areﬂ of the protest sur- authority. Fighting police
inded, they tooWere just waiting for the 9 Pena'lty mlsery burning vetﬁcles directs
zuse to fight/In a combustible atmos- If you fail to prevent tention away from the o
ere such ag this all you need is the ! tive of the protest. It al
to_set. off: %\e flames. But who he privatisation of helps the Govemment to

’ dwamtg tufft a party into a riot? The LAl UL TR SV IS new laws to deal with “publ
2 were seen to be out of order”,

fid, because they were fighting a k
prex nitly peaceful gathering. The furcher info: hetp://www gnapc.orglee There are going to be more '
police in Euston, on the other hand, were PO Box 9656, London, N4 4]; laws passed to constrict oU
seen to be “dealing with a situation”. The already limited “freedom”, j
rioters handed them the excuse they needed, to legally beat  tified to the media attentive public with film footage of J
the shit out of anyone in the area. During the worst of the 18 and November 30 showing only the fighting and the b
fighting, | stood under a tree a good distance from the ac-  ing vehicles. The more violence there is the stronger
tion, where | remained still and silent. This was, it seemed, port there will be for extra police powers and more p

too much provocation order laws. The most effective weapon, i
for some of the riot po- — formation. At present, it looks like the maj
lice, who came and of people are still waiting for the “truth” (
battered me around the Class  Actiontype Valid ever that may be), to be delivered to their ho
body, whilst insisting RUGGLE  RECLAIM THE RAIL WAL HoW in easy to digest forms, through newspa
that | “fuck off”. | won-  STRMERLE and television. Whilst this is far from ideal
dered to myself, “where Y Time the way it is; and when protests turn into riof
do th(:“y want me to fuck UFSTAY 43N0 99 GPM itturns peoples attention away from the i
e bt g e et e
police for trying to leave €USTON STATION worries in the propaganda war, as long as
the areal I wanape.org/ so called “hardcore”, keep feeding the

furthar info » P -

PO Box 8656 mind control machine with enough ammun
If the people at the pro- to effectively neutralise our voice. The
tests spoke out more, to defend their right to protestand to  important people to reach, are those who don'’t protest, t
be heard, without interference from destructive elements,  who are unaware of the issues, and those who are part
then the pressure would be in favour of peaceful protest. It  corporate political system, including the police.

Global WTO Action Day: Seattle was great but the London Euston action was a bit poo.
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K.O. THE WTO

With the World Trade Organisation still reeling after the recent pro-

SOUATLT

Where Do You Want To Grow Today?

lests and falled trade negotiations in Seattle, Si Mitchell finds out | 1wanna 6o Home
why the world is suddenly taking a stance against the WTO and ifs fararerieeeubess
stealthy ambitions. Squall Pics

"There are 25 milion milk producing animals in Mongolia, but in the | fretgme (emmuniaue
city market places you can only buy German butter. Similarly last year |  squotes
firitain exported 47 million kilograms of butter to Europe while import- m";""“

Ing 43 million kilograms from the same countries. Here in Devon, New

From Our Correspondence

Founder of the Dartington based International Society for
Ecology and Culture (ISEC), Helena Norberg Hodge, is un-
Impressed by well travelled dairy produce. To coincide with
the World Trade Organisation's Seattle conference at the
ond of the month, ISEC’s parent body, the International
Forum on Globalisation, is holding its own ‘teach-ins’ to alert
people to the need to reverse the global economy,
messianically being pursued by corporate bosses and poli-
licians alike. In~his document ‘Small is Beautful, Big is
Subsidised’, ISEC's US programmes director Stephen
Oorelick, argues that the efficiencies of scale, at the heart
of global trade, are a fallacy. “Governments are encourag-
Ing growth at every level. This is oostm :

ind breaks down the com
healthy local economies; t
widening the gap between richi
Iging ecosystems and huma
From education, to aid, to infra
18 insidious. From Bodmin!
local customs and knowledg
perity fed to us by We:
outh are goaded to']
northerners are mad

‘need a shift in di
My to strike a b

tisappear at the rate of th.
‘pent of farms now account for -' 1 e K output. Gorelick
says: “Export led agriculture usually demands large scale
monocultural plantations, industrial scale machinery, and

Jealand butter is a quarter of the price of local butter. It's insane.”

piggest ten per

heavy chemical inputs; but it does not require many farm-
ers, and a large portion of the agricultural labour force is left
redundant.” Britain has shed 88,000 rural jobs in the last ten
years. Despite this, governments continue to oil the wheels
of growth. Fossil fuel and nuclear power plants, megadams,
motorway networks and airports are of little use to small
traders. Treaties and regulations implemented by the WTO
and EU may benefit multinational cross border businesses,
but they regularly penalise the local traders, whose plight is
inaccurately touted alongside that of the megacorps in me-
dia calls for ‘trade freedom’.

It is unfortunate that it took the jingoism, unleashed in the
latest siege of the Anglo-French trade war, for people to

_consciously connect export led trade and the decimation of

Britain’s farming industry. If it wasn't for the corporate quest
r maximum payback from minimum outlay we may not be
in dread of hormone injected US beef, GM food, van-
sts or melting ice caps.

biggest enemy is narrow focus, more than con-
intention,” says Norberg Hodge, referring to the
uments that surround poverty and pollution. "The
it and corporate elite are so fixated with growth that
o contemplate alternatives.” She goes on to criti-
vironmentalists and some of the leading NGOs
globalisation as part of the solution - for refusing to
ink between aid projects and the destruction of local
and culture. The previously self sufficient people
in northem India are being encouraged to grow flow-
xport to Holland. Many like them, forced by indebted
ments courting intemational monetary aid, have their
turned into production lines for the richer nations.
flicrocredit systems of small loans promoted by The World
lank shackle previously stable, though less cash intensive,
omies to the notoriously corrupt and unstable specula-
ve currency market. The cash crop system has no need for
the majority of rural people who flock to the cities to compete
for jobs that don't exist.

What money is left in communities is soon sucked out.
“Studies indicate that of the money spent in a typical
McDonalds, nearly 75 per cent leaves the local economy,”
says Gorelick. A DETR report in 1998 found new UK
superstores to be taking up to half the trade of local food
retailers, while the National Retail Planning Forum calcu-
lated each new store caused a net loss of 276 jobs as local
traders cut back or closed.



However pressure can be brought on the politicians, compa-
nies and self styled intemational trade police such as the
WTO. People all over the world are rejecting the monoculture.
Buy local campaigns, community banks, tool lending librar-
ies, ecovillages, LETS schemes, community supported agri-
culture and farmers markets are all on the increase.

Dave Lang, a livestock farmer from South Gloucestershire,
was on the brink of bankruptcy when he joined a farmers
market. He now trades in 20 small town markets a month all
within forty miles of his farm. “The public can talk fo the ac-
tual producer (a stipulation for stall holders) and find out how
the crop was grown or what the animal was fed on, they can
even come down to the farm to see,” says Lang. “People are
amazed by what's in season and have lost touch with what
food tastes like.” Unlike McDonalds, 100 per cent of the money
spent at a farmers market goes into the local economy.

There are over 40,000 members in Britain's expanding net-
work of 450 Local Exchange Trading Schemes (LETS).
Participants receive credits for their contributions which are
traded for services from other members. Babysitters trade
with language teachers, and therapists with hairdressers.
“It's not just for those that can't afford it. It's about taking
things into your own hands, uniting communities and build-
ing up old and new skills,” says Rae Orr from Letslink UK.
As they act outside of the mainstream economy LETS trad-
ing does not register on conventional prosperity scales.
Kalle Lasn, editor of Adbusters magazine, says that the
corporations driving this global economy, are merely doing
what we programmed them to do. He suggests that each
shareholder should be liable for 'collateral damage’ to by-
standers or environmental harm.

tors president, Charles Wilson, was appointed US de
secretary. “What's good for General Motors is good f
United States,” h

ate transnational fi

There have been small victories. In May 1998 the New Yo
City Attorney General revoked the charters for Tobacco,
search and the Tobacco Institute, on the grounds that
are tobacco-funded fronts that serve “as propaganda a
the industry”. While last year the people of Arcata Cal
voted to “ensure democratic control of all corporations co
ducting business within the city.” Recent events in i
Microsoft saga suggest that even the ridiculous wealth of E

“If you reap the rewards when

Gates may not guarantee

the going is good, why shouldn't
you be held responsible for that
company when it becomes
criminally liable.” He feels that
fewer shares would be traded
and the worst offending compa-
nies would collapse. “Instead of
simply choosing the biggest
cash cows, potential sharehold-
ers would carefully investigate
the backgrounds of the compa-
nies they were about to sink their
money into. They would think
twice about buying into Philip
Morris or Monsanto.

“In this new market...

“We must rewrite the rules of in-

SQUOTES

*,..the value of luxury goods sales worldwide —
high fashion clothing, top-of-the-lines autos... -
exceeds the gross national products of two-
thirds of the world's countries”

The Economist, 5/‘!/91

billions can flow in or out
of an economy in seconds. So powerful has
this force of money become that some observ-
ers now see the hot-money set becoming a
sort of shadow world government”

Business Week, 20/3/95

stranglehold on PC systel
ware. All farmer Dave Lang €
foris “a level playing field" fo ¢
pete with artificially cheap
produced imports,

Helena Norberg Hodge bel

we must reconnect with ou
mediate environment. She
region specific education is
damental to this, not ig
other cultures, but being
aware of our own. Using
produce does help the |
economy, it requires less @l
ergy, packaging, preserv
and transport and enables i

in other communities to lo

corporation in such a way thata
company caught repeatedly and wilfully dumping toxic wastes,
damaging watersheds, violating anti-pollution laws, harming
employees, customers or the people living near its factories,
engaging in price fixing, defrauding its customers, or keeping
vital information secret, automatically has its charter revoked,

its assets sold off and the money funnelled into a superfund
for its victims.”

Company bashing legislation is unlikely, hampered not least
by the ‘revolving door’ between government post and board-
room seat. Transport Secretary Steven Norris now heads
the Road Hauliers Association and GM retailer Lord
Sainsbury chairs the select committee scrutinising GM
crops. This is no new phenonemon. In 1953 General Mo-

meeting their own need
their own resources. “We need a shift in the balance
tween international trade and production at home. We
to move away from the ‘teenage boy culture’ that de
mobility, independence and a fear of growing old.” Wolf
Sachs, project director at Germany’s Wuppertal Ins
for Climate, Environment and Energy told SQUALL thatil
not about bringing Southern developing cultures ‘up’ to.
level of lifestyle and consumption, but about reconfig
our own ‘developed’ societies to consume and impact!
“We need enthusiasm, competence and passion, a d
ent kind of imagination. Things are happening but they
drops in an ocean. But even drops can change the colo
the water.” The message is simple. Think global, act lo€
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“It’s raining fat
cats and dogs of
war” - delegates
getting escorted
into the WTO
meetings.
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¥ Tear gas used .
Seattle Police was
found to contain

carcinogens.

!|was short of breath for a week or more, experi=
my kidneys and developed mouth ulcers.”

Seattle Police responsible for gassing demonsit
posing fhe World Trade Organisation Ministe:
ence in November have admifted using a c
ing chemical against the peaceful protesters.
Police Department ‘Material Safety Data Sheets™
obtained by the Washingfon Toxins Codiifion undierih soluble in fat. Many carcinogens don't ta
US Public Disclosure Act (the equivalentofthe freedom ¢ o[ {€ rity or thirty years, by which time it would
of Information Actwe haven't got).rep thatthetear  impossible’ ce the cause.” Jones added that the bo
gas used during the week of Nove “was  would metabolise the chemical into fon‘naidehyde ane
m more toxi¢ eategory three carcinogen. “Spraying methyle
chloride mﬁcn'mne is very irresponsible,” he said.

arn Qpen University toxicologist, said: “Methyl=
ugh the skin quickly and into the blo

Methylene chloride, used industrial s\rlpper isclas-
sified as a Category 1 carcinogen by the UK Health and Safety ~ Def-T
Commission. The American Nati ] of Medicine's
Toxnet website lists symptoms of the chemical  ucts hal
as: “Lethargy, mental confusion,
limbs, acoustical and optical delusi
increase risk of spontaneous abortion,

based company which produced many.
sapons used in Seattle, denied its p
ty problems. The Seattle Police Dep
gived serious criticism over its handling of
idents of the city’s Capitol Hill district cor
hoking them in their homes. One woman
d 1o have miscarried her baby, and SPD C

Russell Sparks, a student from Bellingk
was tear gassed on December 1
SQUALL: “ | felt like | was on fire. A
dle aged man near me passed odt, &)
open, shaking, dry heaving, twitching
the shoulders. | tried to help but my e
were buming.” }
: i

Article Two of the Chemical Weapons Con- '
vention specifically excludes chemicals
used in domestic situations, making it le-
gal for governments to chemically quell ri-
ots as they see fit.

A Seattle Police spokesman told SQUALL
that aside from their handguns, “all the
weapons carried by the police are non le-
thal”. Further comment has been sus-
pended until completion of an interal re-
view of the week’s operations. Leon Eski
who travelled from Sussex to oppose the
WTO, said: “l was gassed and sprayed at
least four times totally unprovoked. After



All pics: Nick Cobbing
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Police and business go hand
in glove- a Nike logo on the
Seattle cops’ gloves
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BATTLE FOR SEATTLE

Wooden bullets and butt plugs on Capital Hill

After spending the afterncon gassing and concussion-bombing
union marches, commuters and shoppers in the downtown area,
the stormtroopers of Seattle unleashed their most demented at-
tack on the city’s bohemian/gay district, Capitol Hill. around mid-

night on Wednesday December lst,

Faceless, numberless riot police and national guardsmen
shot repeated volleys of two-inch diameter wooden bullets
(similar sized rubber bullets were referred to as butt-plugs
by protesters), plastic (marble like) pellets, stun grenades;
tear gas and pepper spray at a crowd of around 1500 resi-
dents and anti-WTO protesters.

“My neighbourhood is under siege by police,” said Nikki
Reed, a Capitol Hill resident. “There's tear gas in my apart-
ment and a helicopter buzzing my home."

Residents, old and young, had come out to see why the
police felt it necessary to set up a 250 officer defence line
at the intersection of 11th and Pine. Ex-councillor, Brian
Durdowski, took vote canvassing to extremes as he stood
besuited in the thick of smoke and missiles, tears pouring
down his face saying: “| will not let the police hurt you.” The
words ‘stable door’ and ‘bolted’ sprang to mind. The pro-
testers filled Pine Street and were congregating at the Pine
and Broadway crossroads. Despite claiming to ‘maintain
the downtown curfew zone', the police lines were on the
uptown side of the crowd. (Doh!!) When they charged they
were in fact pushing people back towards the no go area.
Vans of cops were carrying out drive by, indiscriminate,
pepper-spraying on Broadway (Think of Stoke Newington
Church Street with homeboys). Despite spending three hours
of lunacy firing at protesters, the cops never really tried to
drive them from the streets.

AN ORDNANCE MAKING IT ILLEGAL TO CARRY
GAS MASKS IN THE CITY HAD BEEN PASSED
gﬂ}:_ }' AFTERNOON. (BUT EVERY COP WORE

f‘/}jﬂ{'f
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Cylindrical wooden and rubber bullets were fired at the crowd,
gashing wounds on faces and leaving weits on legs and
bodies. The thunderflash of exploding stun grenades ech-
oed around the buildings as tear gas cannisters bounced
among the protesters (This gas was stronger than the stufl
used during tuesday daytime - when vast numbers of press
were present - twenty four hours later | can still feel it clog-
ging my chest and have quite intense lower back pains as
my kidneys try to eject the poisons). An ordnance making it
illegal to carry gas masks in the city had been passed that
afternoon (but every cop wore ane).

....protesters scattered, unable to breathe or see, crying
out for water.... others helped collapsed casualties by
splashing the toxins from their eyes.

Police chief Norm Stamper commended his officerS’ “re

straint”. The only restraint shown that night was by the
beseiged residents. The weeks of workshops; non-violence
training and arrest solidarity carried out by the Direct Action

Network at their 420 Denny Street Studios were being taken
to uncomprehensive literal extremes. | only saw one mis-

sile thrown back at the police lines. Calls of non violence
were met by gunfire.

“I DON'T GIVE A SHIT WHERE YOU COME FROM
BUDDY.....BURN THE FUCKING FLAG!”

Multinational outlets of KFG and Chevron (think Niger Delta
and Ogoni massacres) in the area both escaped any dam
age - the ‘non vioient protest’ crew were still trying to act
within the law even when the police had
long since rejected legislative restriction
' or morality. Mayor, Paul Schell, creating
a martial law situation, had suspended
the constitution within the city.
‘One UK protester who asked if any US

| citizens present would be offended if he
. torched the stars and stripes was told: "|
. don' give a shit where ya come from
\ buddy. Burn the fucking flag.”

A few took the opportunity of the police-

led chaos to do some pocket shopping
“Hey young thugs. Lets go loot the fucking
Texaco - they're the fucking KKK."
. The morning's attack on the steelwork
* ers’ march into the cordoned off down-
town area, led the entire workforce of
America's west coast dockers to walk out
of work in solidarity with the treatment of
their union brothers.

Evening demos attracted more arrests
and indiscriminate gassing. A planned
. anti-gentrification action planned for the

. Belltown district was literally bombed out

of existence.

Pic: Nick Cobbing
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“They never knew what hit them. They
hid assumed it would be business as usual,
the way it had been for decades. Rich men
guther, meet, decide the fate of the wodd,
then return home to amass more wealth.
It's the way it's always been. Until Searde.”
Michael Moore, LS comedian (not director
peneral of the WTO)

“ The very fact that the World Trade Or-
anﬁaégwkndﬁn:misss{gn
of our power, for the high priests of capital
fully expected their summit ro be convened
in the usual frar* boy secrecy. We have done
our part to help blow away both their cover
and their aura of invincibility. Never again
will the economists and technocrats be able
1o decide the fate of the world...in anony-
mous tranguility.”

The Aggressive Panhandlers**

“They are worried about a few windows being
imashed. They should come and see the violence be-
ing done to owr communities n the name of ltberal-
sation of trade.” A Philippino leader

As the gas cleared over Seattle after another
uncasy stand-off with the black clad robo-
cops, word on the street last Fniday was that
the talks had collapsed. There would be no
millennium round agreement by the World
Trade Organisation (WTO). The people on
the streets had won a stunning victory.

And what a victory it was. Who would
have thought, even a year ago, that sixty thou-
sand people would tum to greet delegates of
the World Trade Organisanon. Who'd have
thought that trade unionists would be march-
g with environmentalists - people dressed
s turtles marching with sacked steelworkers,
the topless lesbian avengers mingling with
farmers. Churchgoers with the anarchist black-
block.

The mass protests helped focus woddwide
Attention on what the WTO really stands for
. and it crumbled under the pressure.

Forget all their talk about ‘free trade’, the
WTO is nothing more than a nasty litde or-
ganisation fighting for the rights of multina-
tional organisations to dismantle every coun-
try’s labour and environmental laws (see -
uide for more details).

Groups like SchNEWS have been shout-
ing from the rooftops for ages about this,

SPLECTAL SCHNEWS R

but no one seemed really bothered cos let’s
face it economics is hardly the sexiest subject
in the universe. But last week’s event changed
all that, with seven days of protest that shook
the corporate world.

“Tt is important to acknosledge the fact that we

made history this week. No amount of corporate
spin or libéral hand wringing can diminish
this reality. Aggressive Panhandlers

WHERE'S THE ORGANISATION ?

“My mother’s a member of the Women’s
Institute and they organise their fetes better
than this” UK Trade Mimister Steven Byers
who went to the WTO and got hit with pep-
per spray for his trouble.

It started quietly enough on the Sunday
with a few hundred people demonstrating
outside The Gap over the sweatshop condi-
tions workers have to endure to uce the
company’s clothes. Then on the there
was ademonstration by the turtle posse pont-
ing out how the WTO had ruled America’s
Endangered Species Actillegal. Later, French
national hero Jose Bove, who recently demol-
ished McDonalds, demonstrated outside his
favourite store as a protest against ULS sanc-
tions on French cheese. Things were hotting
up. The last thing the ULS President must have
expected was to be flying into a city under a
state ofemergcnqr with the National Guard
on the streets:

“If you were alive, the police gassed you. People
coming back from work, kads, women, everyone. Peo-
ple would go out of their houses to see what was
bappening because these tear gas guns sound like a
cannon - and they wowld get gassed.”

Eyewitness account from Jim Desyllas

Tuesday moming and already thousands are
on the streets blocking roads and stopping del-
egates from getting into the WTO Conference
centre. The opening ceremony is abandoned and
talks delayed for more than five hours.

Around 10 a.m we have a taste of whats to
come as riot cops, with 3 foot clubs & dressed
like Darth Vader, start spraying CS gas into
the faces of people peacefully blocking the
roads. One man commented, “When the gas
masks came out we knew they were planning
to use pepper spray on the people sitting
down. The crowd was pleading with them.

FPORT ON SEVYEN DAYS THAT SHOOK THE CORPORNIE WORILD

We locked legs and arms and I pulled a ban-
dana over my face, covering my mouth and
eyes. People began screaming in pain. | felta
blow from a club, the cops were beating peo-
ple as well. A police officer pulled my hand
away from my face and pepper-sprayed me in
the eyes. The rest of the crowd pulled people
to safety and began washing their eyes with a
solution of baking soda and water fo counter
the effects of lhe%)]indjng pepper spray.”

By mid-day 30,000 trade unionists joined
the demonstrations, “I'm not a trade barrier”
reads the marching turtles’ banner ; grant pup-
pets weave their way down the streets,
superheroes slide round comers, cloaks fly-
ing, a group of Father Christmases march
along waving at the crowd, doubling over with
laughter, “WTO? Ho, ho,ho”” A Reclaim The
Streets sound system blasts out funk, rap-
pers thyming “WTO, it’s gotta go”.
SchNEWS meet Mexican, Indian and French
farmers, Tibetan refugees, steelworkers, smk-
ing cabbies, anti logging and deforestation
protesters, all experts on the WTO, its power
and its direct repercussions on their lives.
people are no random mob, they have gath-
ered from all over the world to be heard and
no matter how many issues are at stake here
they speak with one voice, united in their op-
position to an institution which has no re-
spect for the ordinary people of the world.
They are calling for an end to sweatshops, o
child labour and the erosion of environmen-
tal laws and the third world debt. These peo-
ple are well informed, well organised and de-
termined.

As one Labour correspondent putit, “Ten
years ago, who would have thought that Teamsters
and kids in dreadlocks would be marching logether,
lot alome wnder the banner of *fair trade’? "I never
got on with environmentalists until I realised
we were all fighting for the same thing” said
Dan Petrowski, a Michigan steelworker who
was made redundant four months ago. Sull,
what did that matter to the police who lost
patience with the crowd spraying them with
jets of gas like water cannons again and again?

SCHNEWS US-UK VOCAB WATCE
* Frat - fraternity, secret studenl sociely.
**pPanphandlers-beggars




Meanwhile, groups of anarchists went
shopping. McDonalds, Niketown, Gap,
Starbucks and the American Bank all had
theirwindows smashed. One man from the
U K H SN EW S, “Even as a pacifist ]
was pleased. No-one was hurt. It seemed
trivial in comparison to the scenes I had
witnessed earlier. This wasn’t violence
against people it was violence against the
property of some of the world’s most hated
muldnationals.”

As early evening approached with the
crowds remaining on the streets, and the
Clinton adminsistration leaning on the mayor
to do something quick, the National Guard
were called out%o: the first time in Seattle in
modern times. A no-protest zone and a 12
hour curfew placed in the downtown area -
the first time since the second word war. This
seemed to be the signal for the robo-cops to
unleash an arsenal of weapons against any-
ane who got in their way for the next 24 hours.
SchNEWS s used to a bit of argy-bargy with
the police but this was something else.

BUTT-PLUGGIN' IN THE USA

“Hey! Check it out - these motherfuckers
are firing butt-plugs atus,” called out one grin-
ning member of the crowd brandishing a two
by four inch rubber bullet.

As might drew in the forces of darkness
began pushing people into the the city’s bo-
hemian/gay distrct, the Capntol Hill residen-
tial ma.?his was way out of the no-protest
zone, and it infuniated locals who came out
of the streets in their hundreds. Seattle Gay
News takes up the story. “Numerous accounts
from witnesses all describe excessive force by
Egh'(ewho 1o have no real reason to

on Capitol Hill. The area is outside of the
curfew and no-protest zones. One resident
told us, “I haven’t been marching, but when
the cops turn your neighbourhood into a war
zone, it's ime to get involved.”

WEDNESDAY ‘The intolerance of demo-
cratic dissent, which is a hallmark of dictatorsbip
was unleashed tn full force.” Vandana Shiva, di-
rector of Research Foundation New Dethi.

Early moming and the mass arrests begin.
If yesterday’s show of force by the authonities
was meant to scare people from demonstrat-
ing then they were mistaken. Thousands of
people are regrouping at a steelworkers rally.
People grow restless at the speeches and start
leaving for the no-protest zone. “Whose
streets? Our streets” everyone chants. One man
explained to SchNEWS what happened next,
“Eventually we were pushed onto the main road with
shappers, protesters, cars, buses. They're not going
to gas us here, are they? 1 thought. A second later
an explosion followed by a barrage of plastic bullets,
1as, pepper spray, concussion grenades. Mental. Peo-
ple sitting in their cars were gassed, people leaving
work. Exeryone.”

The police say they are using non-lethal
weapons but one man reports listening
to a local radion station when a man calls
in weeping - his wife had been attacked by
the police while leaving work and she lost
their child - she was 4 months pregnant.
A doctor blamed this on the gas.

SO THIS IS FREE TRADE?

Many western multi-nationals hop and skip between the
to manufacture its trainers in Taiwan and South Korea. When

It's getting scary, the town centre 15 emptying
of people as the curfew approaches. The police
are roaming around everywhere, kitted-outin
the most bizzare Stormtroopper meets Ninja
Turtle outfits and nding everythng from bicy-
cles to a huge tank-like thing, inappropnately
named the Peacekeeper’. If you aren'’t falling
head over heels with laughter, your legs are be-
ing shot out from under you by rubber bullets!

Sull, if it’s s for the demonstrators at
least the WTO delegates aren’t having much
fun. One New Zealand delegate confides in
us that there is confusion inside the confer-
ence, and in the evening everyone is holed up
in their hotels unable to leave.

THURSDAY

Residents and students march, chanting,
from Capitol Hill to join a farmers rally, “Ain’t
no power like the power of the people ‘cos
the power of the people don’t stop”. Thou-
sands then march towards the County Jail
where hundreds of protestors are being held,
most not giving even their names. The jail is
surrounded by people holding hands. A tem-
porary autonomous zone is established as
people keep vigil, sleeping, eating, making
music and spe demanding the release of
our brothers and sistas. A party evolves out-
side the jail as people drum, sing, juggle and
dance, chanting ““This is what democracy looks
like”. At the windows we can see the silhou-
ettes of prisoners arms waving as they dance
in solidasity.

FRIDAY EVENING

These people just don't give up. A couple
of hundred have gathered at the Westin Hotel
to support some who have d-locked
themselves to the hotel’s entrance.

It's here that SchNEWS hears the news -
the talks have collapsed. There will be no mil-
lennium round. It doesn’t quite sink in.

Inside the Conference centre, the delegates
from the poorer countries complamed that
they were bcmg sidelined, while the world's
elite held secret ‘green room discussions’. Most
of the world’s poorest countries have neither
the capacity nor the means to implement even
the previous round of talks which finished
five years ago, let alone take on board a whéle
new round of negotiations, and couldn’t even
afford to have a permanent representative in
Geneva where the rolling talks are held. (30
countries couldn’t even afford to send del-
egates to Seattlef).

One high-level US. journalist said, “The
talks failed because of the protests. They failed
because of the chaos. They faled because
Clinton pushed the labour working group.
And they failed because the Southern hemu-
sphere rebelled.” The LS. labour movement
forced the Clinton Administration to ensure
a working group on labour, which would, in
particular, seek to eliminate all global child la-
bour and encourage unionisation. Clinton’s
speech served to enhance the irony when the
Mayor of Seattle declared a “no protest zone™
around the Niketown and Nordstrom depart-
ment stores but encouraged to keep
shopping there. The citizens of Seattle were

free to shop for merchandise made in sweat-
shops, they just couldn’t complain about

North and South, relocating to discourage unionisation or to keep wages low. Nike first
workers attempted 1o organise for better wages in the 1970’s, Nike pulled out and s
;mdwtiminr.h:PeoplcqumH:iuoi‘Chimmd\ﬁcm,uhuch:utﬂnSmbepnidIQemkwbssmhnubpmmmSlmm.

WE WON YOU BASTARDS

“ We want a new millennium b:
o St _
talitarianism. The future is possible
umans and other species only if the pt
ciples of competition, ofganised g
commodifica a'mnfnﬂli&, (IO
meonopolies and centralised global
rate control of our daily lives ensh
the WTO are replaced by the princi
F "-"‘"arr pl and
the decentralisation and self-org
enshrined in our diverse cultures
tional constitutions. " Vandana Shiva
What SChNEWS did see last week wash
the thin veil of democracy so easily falls
when those in power are really threatened
the Chief of Police has since resigned
some indication of how out of control
robo-cops were. 1
But what was far more important s
that ordinary people made histo
week. The thousands of diverse grou
had come together to challenge the ¢
porate power thatis taking over our wo
And for a week at least, we won. b

ACTS OF SOLIDARITY

* The Longshore and Warehouse Ln
shut down the Port of Seattle and doz
ports along the West Coast.

* Seattle taxi-davers chose Novemb
to strike over worsening pay and co
When SchNEWS asked one tax-dn
Starbucks he told us us, “1 don’t dnnk the
they're capatalist bastards” And whati
taxi-drivers break the strike? “They’ll g
buddlz:’ Just like English cabbies ch?

* "The Firebrigade Union refused
their fire hoses upon the protesters d
repeated requests from the police.

* One delivery boy handed over his
to the demonstrators outside the
Hotel, rather than give them to the
talk radio station presenters who had o

them. 1
SOME OF THE BEST BANNE
“If you think the WTO is bad you should |

wlilely

“WTO - practice safe trade’ (on a
condom made of 30 foods)
WTO LUCKY DIP
After riots in Geneva and Scattle SchNEV
asks what city will be the lucky winners f
‘THE RATTLE OF SENITLE.
Wednesday 15th December Spm
Film and talk by the SchNEWS ¢
he Cultures of Resistance squat 168
Bridge Road, London, SE1. Opens d
Ipm-‘}pm. During the evening 4 p
jgramn of events. &]m‘m Mon
till 18th, Tue Expose Cinema, ¥
perimental music Fri Caberet and
apcafcmryemting Space a
O

r workshops/groups call 0958 76518




Here are just some of the lesser known ex-
amples in the WIO’s ‘Race To The Bottom’

U.S. Weakens Clean Air Act
The first attack on environmental laws came just a
few months after the WTO was introduced. Ven-
ezuela duﬂ!lgcf] a US Clean Air Act regulation
that d gas to produce cleaner pet-
ml.anmhdmzd:wu biased against for-

bl decasion making, Reduce government niles and
hnem:hztwibnngabmtcmnmg:oﬂdt
ch benefits us all, we are

But reality is very different. For most of the
nals are concentrating power and wealth at
darming rate. Just one man, Bill Gates, has as
h money as 450 million of the world's
t people. The WTO has become the vehi-
b for liberalisation, with the multinationals at the
el It has the power to punish governments
‘interfere’ with free trade, leaving the field
e open for multinationals in pursuit of profit.
NHAT’S THE SCORE,
"ORPORATE WHORE?

e WTO came into existence on the 1st January
§ promising the wodd enormous economic
a4 Instead its milings have produced a “race to
bottom™ in labous, social and environmental
Since it was created, every environmental,
th or safety policy it has had to rle on, has
deemed an dlegal tde barner.

bunals ace made up of men that meet in secret in
Uieeva, relying on documents never made public
il on anonymous “experts” to make decsions
|l issue reports that the public cannot see uatil
hearing, There is no appeal procedure Once a
mal has dedlared a country’s law WTO illegal,
country must change its law or
desanctions.
oping countries generally do not have the
and expertise cither to brng cases to the

[ mwﬁnmd’mhm
had wide-ranging impacts on jobs, wages
mehﬂﬂuwlﬂd#
sitic environmental, health and food safety

as well as economic development, hu-

shaped
4 powerfial new institution.” Vandana Shiva
Wbl Citizen
' DON'T BELIEVE US?
Wiew trade is moi leading to freedom; it is leading fo
hivery. Diverse fife forms are being enslaved through
E”ma-g;,@mnmhqmwmhm
:Mmdm-mwbnlgmbm‘mﬁlmd
dpendence and d of their domesii i
Vandana Shiva

eign mefi wbocuﬂdnﬂmﬁﬁieh@mnd—

gwcuorbynppuhgdmrghdtmtcm the
usual democmtic and judicial systems, they finally
went to the newly established, unelected,
Unacoun
Ammmmmusmunma
barsier to Venuzuean trade, allowing countres to
now export dirty petrol which results in ozone

Child labour
so fac.) between on the basis of wher or
b-ahcympm&md(ﬂh)hatheﬁndpm&n
to be traded that counts, at the mink

ORLD TYRANNY ORDER

of their child. This infunated Gerber Foods, mula-
national baby food manufacturers, whose trade-
mark depicts a fat healthy haby. Gerber threatened
Guatamala with WT'O action under its Trademark
Protection laws. The mere threat of WTO action
was taken ly by the G lan Govern-
ment who subsequently changed their law in fa-
vour of Gerber] Milk substitutes have been re-
sponsible for the deaths of 1.5 million infants a
year according to UNICEF
Small business over megastores

The WTO pampess to the aceds of multinational
companies rther than small localised businesses.
Many of the trading mlu mpl:mmtrd :cnudly
wortk ad dy for
mhmfnmgumunmdomnug[mm ac-
quiring foreign firms and global marketing cam-
sunneﬂ: dictatorship law challenged
Massachusetts stopped contmcts with companies
that have links with Burma, a nation renowned for

human nights abuses through its military regime.
'I'humpmmﬂum pa,t:&amwppom

cost, nﬂ:ﬂﬂ:mﬂmcmdmnmundﬂwhcbthz
product is made. Child labour, forced labour and
sweat-shops all help to bring the cost of tmding
duwumdhrpdrmhlrbayshw

Vohnmyeco-hhﬁngmldbukgd
Eco-labelling is a hot and sweaty subject in the
WTO, with many far reaching consequences if they
ever reach a final verdict. Labelling gives a con-
ucts. It doesn’t mean that companies must abide by
certain ecologically sound standasds, mther it is an
incentive for certain companies to make their prod-
ucts more appealing to the ethical consumer. The
WTO is pushing to forbid such distinctions as it
dumnﬂupmd\xumlhebmufwhmmd
how particular are made ( see ‘child labour
example’), which is WTO illegal The choice for
ethical consumption therefore becomes a barrer
to trade. In the case of “dolphin safe” labelling on
tuna in the US, despite much publicity over the
issue, fisherfolk are still allowed to use the large
nets that kill dolphins, and use the dolphin safe
labds,uhcgathqmummshmdmngthnt
caught in their net.
Olabelhngmwro-i&gal
Likew dstffs are not
:ﬂowdtobedmglmhcdﬁomdcﬁmmlys-fe
alternatives. Hazards such as allesgies to hidden
mgudeum,mdt!ueﬂuddmmofw
heli I tooked . US
ddegamamhclbmlonpmucmg industry at
any costs. This is despite polls showing 93% of
Americans favour labelling of gmo products.
WTO limits access to medicines in
poor nations
Patents are the ulti in 1
gwngphmnnlmmpmn en:inm:@u
on particular medication, taking control of local
markets and resources. After 7 years of US pres-
sure and threats, Thailand finally gave in and
amended its 1992 Patent law by disbanding their
Pharmaceutical Review Board (PRB), which con-
trolled medical pces in the country, as it went
against WTO miles.

Infant Formula Law weakened
Guatamals passed a law, based on the Wodd
Health Organisation (WHO) code, restricting the
promotion of infant baby milk formula over breast
milk for infants. This incuded banaing packaging
and advertising that may mislead illiterate pacents
into associating the formula with the good health

the dic Yet by ¢ rights
umtheﬂﬁdamthn&muuadnnrl-
vantage, Military dictatorship is, after all, irelevant

“CANADA GRC TO WTO

Canada has been one of the leading advocates in
asking other nations 1o rethink their environmen-
tal laws in dance with WTO dards. Canada
is intent on selling off its old growth foresis and
namral resources, educing their own environmen-
ﬂpmnwnhymmthanﬂfn.m!he
drive for economic profit. Canada is concemed
over the EU's decision to restrict both the con-
sumption of seal pelts and the purchases of furs
from animals mapped in inhumane ways. Canada
wants to continue and expand the sales of seal
<kins and wild animal furs trapped in the north.
Canadian lumber industries are also concemed at
some European countries’ decisions to restrict pur-
chases of wood and paper that are dear
cut or come from old growth forests. Canadian
industries are challenging these environmental de-
cisions using the undes WTO o try to force the
countries to buy Canada’s wood and paper clear
cut from their last old geowth forests.
Canadian agn officials arc also using the
WTO to challenge the US food and school hunch
w.u:hmsym If the vouchers are defined us
‘domestic agricultural subsidies” then the whole
welfare system may be come under the tyrannical
boot of the WTO.
And don’t forget Asbestos-the French have
banned the substance.So Canada, onc of the
warld’s largest of the lovely substance
cried out for their trade chums in the WTO fo sort
out the French Canada has claimed that even i
the ban doesn’t violate any WTO rules, then they
are at least cligible for compensation as it impairs
the expected trade benefits 10 them in
the last Round of WTO negotiations.

AMMMMUMNMMM
countries that have under-
nkn d trade liberalisation, wage in-

Wmm-hm
text of industrial employement of
unskilled workers and large absolute falls
in their real wages, in the order of 20-30%
in Latin American countries.

www.citizen. . or g



Up to 600 people were arrested herded onto
buses and taken to a nearby naval base. Most re-
fused to get off the buses after being denied solic-
tors and went for over 13 hours without food or
water. The next day people were taken to the County
jail where many were torured.  One man Bistro
said he was denied phone calls for 50 hours and
had his glasses removed which were never retumed
to him. He was in leg irons and handcuffs for four-
teen hours. During the tear gassing session down-
town (the day before he was arrested), he decided
to lie down until the police had mun past him. When
he thought they had nn past, he lifted his hat off
his face, and at that moment two officers held him
down, took out canisters of tear gas, unscrewed
the tops, and then poured the tear gas directly into
his eyes. The medics who treated him were afraid
that he would suffer permanent eye damage and
pouted water into his eyes for two hours. But this
was nothing compared to what he and 47 other
pe spedenced in the d jal. Pos-
oners were attacked by “henchmen” who locked
the protesters together in a circle with handcuffs
and leg irons. The posoners were then sey d

AND IT WASHT JUST SERTTLE
UK London: Euston station: Readess prob-
ably know the score. 2000 demonstrators tumed
up to protest against the privitisation of the un-
derground. An unmarked cop van was overtumed
who then took over half an hour and several at-
tempts to set the van on fire! Finally the van caught
mdw” _’._'J.by Jm 1 1

ing off the entrances of the two buildings us
locks and arm-tubes, other groups threw fake

anarchism and
miners dashed with cops , mnsacking a tax

at which moment police decided to clear the sta-
tion . Lotz of media-tot shots, and - well
SchNEWS is not one to get all conspimatoral and
paranoid but the very next day the papers are full
of stuff about the new Prevention of Terrorism

and burning cars in 2 towns in eastern Fras
Iceland: Anti-american protests targ
military base and the US embassy dem
“Yanks out” (a promise still unkept since
Czech Republic: Prague: Food Not
served up, and supermarkets were leaflette

Act (if you'se i d in this campaign email “The Woking Group of Turkey
news(@bigissue.com ) The Constuction SafetyCam-  the MAI (that's the il-fated Multinational Agre
paign held a de the Canadi Onl folks) and Globali held 2
Embassy, because Canada ase presently trying 0 day 3,500 km march from Nov 220d-30th
get the WTO to overtum a decision to ban asbestos.  he WTO and global capitalism. In Bergama,

The Lewisham branch of Citibank was pick-
eted by smdents. The bank is one of the major
holders of student loan debt. This follows the glo-
bal trend to undedfund and privatise services, such
as education, as part of the expansion of free trade
with student grants being scrapped in favour of
personal loans. Covent Garden magistrates court:

Bistro witnessed guards spinning men with drwead-
locks around n cirdes above the by their
hair. “The guards continued to assert that [they had

a new science and that there will never
be a wound.” Then he related this ‘new science’,
which was a form of torture that involved bend-

%um back and m% I:‘hfr fingess.

“There was an oldlady there. She had gone down-
town by bus to buy something, This lady was in her
70s and I saw her trying to mn, but she couldn’t
breathe. She was in shock 1 camed her to a build-
ing entryway. She was gasping, tersified. She had
been in Germany, and it was like she was having
flashbacks. The tear gas sounds like gunfire and
there were helicopters overhead, sirens, cops on
horses, everything, So anyway there [ was with her
in this building and she wanted to go to the hospi-
tal but there was tear gas everywhere and I was
afraid if 1 tried to move her she'd be gassed again.
1 went to this line of cops and begged - 1 mean

- these riot police

to belp her. They ignored me. They shot mbber
bullets from four feet away into the face of a guy
next to me, broke all his front teeth. 1 want to
mphﬁse,lhmprommumNOTwﬂeﬂ
ple. They were the most non-violent people I have
ever seen. Even when I was screaming at the cop,

is gid came up to me and said, “Do not scream.
This is non-violent” These people were too much
to believe, They must meditate all the tme.”

EYEWITNESS REPORT

“The local news stations were reporting on the
broken windows of businesses and not the broken
bones of protesters. They reported on things like
‘police fatigue’ Which I assume is when your arms
get tired after you beat people for hours. They
talked - and continue to talk about - the extreme
b int, open minded and genth * dis-
played by palice.”

VIOLENCE BY THE NUMBERS

Estimated number of people shot with rub-
ber bullets by police: 500 +

Estimated number of people shot with tub-
ber bullets by protesters: 0

denif -
per ¥ -3

Esdmandnmnbcroﬁrc&iegasscdmdpep-
peg-sprayed by protestors:

Euennalwc(lml: :

www.indymedia.org

Subscribe!

The President of Nigeria, and Shell were put on
trial by Nigeran exiles and British environmental
activists. President Obasanjo, and Mark Moody-
Stuart (of Royal-Dutch/Shell) faced a people’s
court to answer a number of charges relating to
human rights abuses and envi 1 d

were protests agamst the Eurogold Corporation, u
plans to opemte a gold mine ther using
based & i thods and against sepl
mal and nuclear power plants. f
Switzerland:Geneva: At the home of
WTO, 5,000 people demonstrated, farmers
ered at the UN building and city folk
e PR e T
toicity was cut at the WTO HQ for 2 hours.
India: Bangalore: Several thousand fars
from the district of Kamataka gathered to
at the central train station before head

&

tion in the Niger Delta. Unfortunately this was
only stweet theatre and not the real thingIn Leeds
city centre, around 50 protesters were faced by

companies. .In Haliflax a Nestle factory was ocai-
pied and a banner outside. A procession
marched through the centre of Cardiff calling for
the WTO to be scrapped A disused garge and an
old toll house, soon to be “lumry flats” were squat-
ted in ‘Totnes, South Deveon.

Holland: Amsterdam: Wot no plane ticket?
No problem, 100 cheeky Dutch activists mmed
up at Schipol Airport where official WTO spon-
sors Lufthansa, Northwest Airways and United
Aidines had planes going to Seate. Unable to blag
tickets for this year’s party in Seattle the protesters
held a sit down in the check-in hall

Italy: Padua: A peaceful demo in front of the
genetics Exhibition “Bionova” attended by the top
managers of GMO companies was artacked by the
police. Milan: A group of "White Coveralls’ occu-
pied a McDonald's, locking themselves on the buid.
ing front and hangj b 4 -
ing ism and its effects. Rome: Anoth

wards Mah Gandhs stame. At the end of
demo they issued a ‘Quit India’ notice to M
telling them to leave the country or face
action. Another notice was issued to the
Institute of Science, which has permitted M
to do its research work in s premises]
Valley): A demonstration
lock-cants took place, with more than
from around 60 villages participating in a o
procession.New Delhi: 500 participated i
day Dhama (sit-in) at Raj Ghat, where
Gandhi's ashes are buried, to protest agamst 4
posed dam in Maheshwar. The following day 11
protest postcards were delivered to the
eml while a demo took place outside
them to pull out of the project. Later
symbolising the WTO was bumed at Raj
and the 500 activists committed the
Gandhi's vision of a self-reliant, sustain
darity-based India composed of village
The week before, 300 scaled the fence of the
Bank building, coverning it with posters,
cow shit and mud, while others sang
traditional songs at  the
i 2 M. =

neo-liberism .

group of White Coveralls occupied the HQ of the
“Nanonal Committes for Biosafety”, hanging banners
against GMOs and the WTQ

:Berlin: A parade was held in the
city with d rators carrying with mock
logans and b d ding more order, more
security and “wealth for eels’ (a pun on ‘wealth for
all’) confusing the local police who busied them-

Philipp 8,000 union me
activists attended rallies in front of the
bassy and near the Presidential palace to
Philippine membership of the WTO.

lies against the 1995 Miming Act, which
percent foreign equity in local projects but

by tribesg ll m“,r 1
are a heritage that should not be exploited
seas companies. There were actions in lo

sive shops. F Al h X peopl
joined g across the Paris: 20,000
gathered to express a of  for ex-

ample some
MminAhn]lmal,MHmkncﬁviuqmmﬂy&c-
ing the death sentence in the US. The week before
5,000 French farmers with their sheep, ducks and
feasted on regional products under the Eiffel
Tower. Toulouse: Small groups invaded the main
commercial street of the town with a sound-sys-
tem and hung big anti-WTO signs on Christmas
decorations with long sticks as subversive Father
Christmases were busy giving capitalist rotten fruits
to passee-by. Dijon: 40 activists occupied the Di-
jon Industry and Busi Instihate and a bank agency
in the financial distrct. While 10 of them wearing
DLY “Endaved By Money?” shirts where block-

Keep ScChNEWS FREE! Send 1st Class stamps (¢.g. 20 for next 20 issues) or donations

you can make copies. Post free to all prisoners. SCtNEWS, c/o on
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€ but we don’t know what they
there! * There's a meeting to discuss furth
in the light of the failure of the Seat
Ministenal meeting on Sat 15 Jan, Zpm €
Hall, Red Lion Square, London WC1.
-ee l ; A
After the protests comes a shopping p
“Downtown merchants say the best way
now is to shop” reports the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer"Boy, if they want 1o help us, ¢
down and shop, "' :
disclaimer May the force be with you, reade
And we don't mean the fucking police force
Cor blimley:- last week SchNEWS said we
safe and privitised railway system. We mes
nationalised.
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than

* “Itis no exaggeration to say that this de-
plalon will have the most disastrous im-
puct on the UK textile industry for more
{lhun half a century.... they are guilty of
act of cold-blooded betrayal

II)us Farrell, National Secretary GMB
Winion.

| Marks and Sparks, that good old fash-
Joned British institution, whose carrier
Mgs once boasted that they sold only Brit-
- made goods have now ditched that sales
Wloy in a desperate bid to placate angry
Mlarcholders who have seen their cash go
Miown the pan.
M&S’s overpriced and sub standard
lithing has been blamed for their stag-
ting 43% fall in profits this year. In a
Wil to recoup these losses they have re-
ited to the new trendy fashion (popular-
tnl by GAP) of employing child labor to
hurn out the same old tar, Their recent
un of “bad luck™ has also seen M&S plum-
ot from 11th to 151st in the most admired
Mumpanies poll revealed in this months

Managment Today” (see back page).
M&S said they would use “aggression
wl determination not seen before” in a
il to restore those oh-so important profit
urgins. All mouth and no trousers? These
) are all crappy trousers and no morals.
e threatened aggression was demon-
frited last month when they cancelled
biitracts with British textile firms in fa-

Vour of buying clothes manufactured in

fodgy foreign back-street sweatshops
uking 4,000 workers, mainly women,

l bless & cashless in time for Christmas!
wodwill to all men and the seasonal tin-

My ofcash registers-consumer heaven) Not
) cheering for Santa’s little helpers in
donesia working for for less than 50p

Jr 1 10-hour day. With 1 in 4 of the

5 300,000 textile workers employed
Solely in making goods for M&S, more
Wilundancies are expected in the New
Year pushing the number up to at least

{00, Can’t you just hear their hot toddy
lusses clinking as the company directors
| tulate themselves on their business
and tough shit to the trusty em-

sees of yesteryear.

- “M&S say theit customers don't care

SWlicre their clothes are made” says Des

Fnrr::ll of the General Municipal Boiler-

Wukers, who will be tltm(mstrating on

liitish highstreets in the run up to Xmas

i i desperate bid to mobilise consumer

ore S&M

M&S

power to save these workers jobs,

Stella Rimmington, ex boss of MI5 has
been hired to track down a new director
for the corporation using all her secret serv-
ice skills. Ms Rimmingtons appointment
comes complete with security worthy of
the frosty spy carcher. SchNEWS was in-
formed by M&S that théy were not pre-

ared to answer questions over the phone

ut woyld send a glossy greenwashed
g‘m oganda pamphlet to interested parties.

Ce're stll waiting!!! Tt has proved easier
to find info about the highly secretive
Bilderberg group than good old M&S.(For
morte info on the Bilderberg group sce the
SchNEWS web site.) Presumably their in-
vestigations into this interested party have
revealed an unhealthy preocupation with
parties of the techno variety.

Indonesian trade union and Iabour rights
advisers have pulled-up M&S on swiich-
ing their production to the Indonesian tex-
tile industry and investing in clothing pro-
duced by grossly underpaid child Irﬁmur-
ers. They have révealed that working con-
ditions in the factories M&S patronise are
so bad that employees are developing
chronic health prnl&ems made worse by
living in slum conditions as a result of their
shitty wages.

So, to be a happie shopper, next time
you're in M&S cEeck the label b4 you
buy, and remember folks, don’t get palmed
off with all that sweatshap bollox, let them
know you’ve had enough of our high street

SchNEWS FAREWELL MESSAGE
FOR THE MILLENNIUM
SchNEWS s havinga three week winter break
cos we deserve it. Unless the Millennium Bug
nutters were tight and civilisation collapses, the
next issue will be out on 7th January 2000
Nows if you're looking for a New Years resolu-
tion why not help SchNEWS our next year.
Although it’s only two bits of Adand therefore
obviously isn’t much work atall (honest), some-
how it miraculously comes out most weeks,
Butwe can always do with more people getting]
involved. So, why not come along to our nest
Training Day on 12th January.. Ring 1o book
your place now: ;

* If you bought raffle tcker numbers 5,
32 or 60 at our birthday bash and want to
claim your prize give the office a ring
quick sharp.

= e o

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK
For hiding from the rain!
A resident of Faslane Peace camp
twas shopping for candles in Glasgow
City Centre last week, when it suddenly
started to pour down with rain. Diving
for cover in the nearest shop doorway
to shelter and roll a cigarette, she was
immediately arrested for Breach of the
Peace and kept for six hours in a cell.
Well that’s one way of keeping dry.

For preventing kids being run over!

Derek Potter was drrested after building
his own zebra crossing outside his cafe in
Swansea. Derek sent a petition to the local
council after his six year old daughter suf-
fered a broken leg after being hit by a car.
The Council replied that they had 50 re-
quests for crossings but could only afford
to build one this year (does that mean it
would take half a century to build them
all?) So Derck went out onie evening, in-
stalled battery operated beacons and rail-
ings and began painting the zebra crossing
himself, before being nicked by the cops.
1 had to do it in the middle of the night
when there was lintle traffic around,” said
Derek, “The playground is just over the
road and children are always risking their
lives to get there.”

Don’t forget to keep sending

SchNEWS yer crap arrests

stores putting profits before Ecngle, we ain't
buying it any longer. Keep the Xmas stress
levels down by buying your pressies from
ethically-sound shops who are members of
British Fair Trade Shops Or better sall, don’t
bather shopping at al{?

DOWN THE PAN 2

The Teigngrace campaign has had its second
and final victory this week. In brief the open
cast mine company,Watts, Blake and Bearne
(WBB) dig up beautiful sererches of land to
mine forwhite china clay which is then exported
to Germany to make totlets, The Germans were
shitting faster than the company could find clay,
so they decided to extend their quarry, which
meant redirecting two rivers, trashing old or-
chards and digging up badger sets, A camp was
set up in the summer of '97 o call for a public
enquiry, which they got.

Two years later the villagers of T(:igngmce
have just won the public enquiry! WBB are
to pay £100,000 in costs to both the
Teigngrace Parish Council and the Devon
Wildlife Trust. The land is now in the pipe-
line to become a SSSI (Site of Special Scien-
tific Interest) Nice- Onel ps. SchNews would
like to note that plans on how to build com-
post toilets are now available in German from
all recommended retail outlets.

CANTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION




BIG VP BIG
BUSINESS

After the collapse of of the World Trade Or-
ganisation talks in Seattle (see last weeks
SchNEWS) the Financial Times has been
whinging on that people are increasingly sceing
big business in a bad light. So SchNEWS would
like to repair some of that damage by reporting
on the “Oscar’s of the British business world. ™
At the beginning of this fesove month Tesco
scooped the award, given by Management To-
day, for the most admired company for a record
lsreaking three consecutive years, while Sir John
Browne of BP Amoco won Brimin’s most ad-
mired Chief Exccutive,

TESCOS out of own shopping centres —get 3
green-sites destroyed for the price of 2!

BP AMOCO Top-dog polluters of land, sea
& air with dodgy connections to the Colom-
bian military

Runners-up include SchNEWS faves like

VODAPHONE Who backed the Newbury By-
pass, then got permission to build a massive new
HQ in greenbelt land beside it, after bribinf.
Newbury Council that they'd leave if they didn’s
get their own way.

GRANADA GROUP As the Public Sector
Privitisation Unit told SchNEWS “Even though
Granada are on the low pay commission, they
actually fought hard 1o keep the minimum wage
as low as possible.” Cos we all know pay keeps
yer profits higher.

UN R You might not have heard of
these people but they are one of the worlds big-
gest food and houschold goods corporations and
they've got their dirty little fingers in every pie
from tea plantations (they own 20% of the rea-
marker) to animal tesing. They're also big on
human rghts — which is why they lobbied the
World Trade Organisation (remember them?) to
get them to overturn a Massachuserr’s law which
refused to award public contracts to companies
thar do business with Burma.

ASTRA-ZENECA We have this lovely com-
pany to thank for the first introduction of com-
mercial gm novel foods to Europe, in the form
of womatoe puree,

SchNews just can’t sce why big business are
having such a hard time and so would like all our
readers to use this the season of goodwill as an
opportunity to love thy comporate neighbour and
spend, spend, spend making sure they've got
enough capital for the next millennium.

* According to some estimates, the value of
City Christmas bonuses could exceed £1 billion
to be shared out amongst a few thousand how-
do-they-manage-living-on-the- breadline stock-
brokers, investment bankers and the like. Again
we ask our readers to spare a thought for them
this Yuletide.

Or maybe ke out a subscription to Corporate
Warch magazine; 16b Cherwell St, Oxford, OX4
IBG www corpomtewatch.org. Send an SAE for
a copy of their resources list with all the dirt on
the oil industry, supermarkets, genetics etc.

* *Is somebody raking the piss - this year's
American Business FEthic award was on its way
to McDonalds when the whistle was blown by
an animal rights group that McDonalds mis
treat their animals before killing them and stick-
ing them in buns.

Business Ethics magazine reckoned the com-
pany deserved the gold-star award for its “ex-
cellence in environmental management™ such
as recycling. (SchNEWS points out, if people
ate off proper plates with knives and forks in
the first place, then there wouldn’t be a prob-
lem with recyling,) The magazine added, “We
see you as a piant that is trying to step care-

Pass the recycled sick bag.

Subscribe!
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Frens:Ear%Slm,ssoi{: Uyﬂirenfwc ar-

ing gasmasks, clashed with police by the Eiffel
Tower this week, tearing down protective bar-
riers and throwing stones and bottles injurin
53 coppers. Rather irnnil:alfl‘y. the police us{:ﬁ
water cannons on the firefighters who want
carlier retitement and their job’s officially
considered a “risky prufeasinn", which would
provide them with extra benefits**

Theres a Winter Solstice Celebraton and
Full Moon Party ar Catherines Hill, Twyford
Down, Wincester. (Dec 21/22). They need
varts/domes to stay warm and cosy and a Tar-
mac director for a pagsn sacrifice. Bring booze
and cakel Tel 1248 75039  email
50 ibangor.ac.uk ** Primal seeds “exists
to challenge corporate domination of the glo-
bal seed supply.” www.primalsceds.org **

iral, is a new womens centre in a environ-
mentally-welcoming squat at 402 QueensBridge
Rd, Dalston F.f%, qf'::c entry. For info
01712542227 or Email
ROSTENKA@Netscapeonline.com **

Leonard Peltier, the imprisoned Indian leader
who has been languashing in an American jails
for the past 23 years has just written a book,
‘Prison Writings: My Life Is My Sun Dance’
published by St. Martin’s Press. ** A new
camp has been set up o defend Stanton Moor
in the Derbyshire part of the peak district. The
site is under threat from a proposed quarry de-
velopment that recieved planning permission in
1952 - permission that would never be approved
if it went up for planning now. The camp has
good local support, especially since the quarry
company has been threatening villagers wirh
violence, including a local shop for having a
stop the quarry peridon! Tel 07977748436,
HTEI—P: .

/pages.zoom.co.uk/~nineladies

NARMADA OFFICES
RANSACKED

The Save The Narmada River campaign office
in Gujerat, India, has been ransacked, and an activ-
ist threatened atknife-point, by pro-dam  vigilantes.
The campaign is fighting against the destruction of
their valley against a series of large dams that is
already displacing hundreds of tribal folk from their
ancestral land. The issue is sensitive in Gujerat as
many people have been duped by the widespread
propaganda of the State Government who, need-
less to say, have vested interests in the proposed
Narmada dams.

Six men stormed the building The one acfiv-
ist in ar the time was beaten up, held ar gun and
knife paint, and rold to leave Gujarat or face dire
consequences. Documents were burnt, the com-
puter was destroyed, and money was stolen. The
office has been receiving threatening calls since
Ogctober, warning the protesters that they will be
killed if they do not E-xve the starte.

For an excellent lowdown on the campaign,
read For The Greater Common Good by
Arandhad Roy.

For more info contact narmadauk@yahoo.com

Roll-up, Rq]l-ué: for yer crimbo
Br_esay ecial SchNEWS cor-
blimley-they’re-practically-giv-
ing-thém-away book offer

JEWS Round * issues 51 - 100 /5 inc

SChNEWS Annual issues 101 - 150 £5 inc

SchNEWS Survival Guide issues 151 - 200
I and a whole lot more £6 + £1.20 postage

All three yours for £15 inc. p sm&t.

In addition to 50 issues of ScI:Ic:IE /S, each
book contains armicles, photos, cartoons, a “yel-
low pages” list of contacts, comedy ete. All
the a.guw: books are available from the Brighton
Peace Centre, saving postage ver tight gits.

hNEWS, c/o on-the-fiddle, P.O. Box
Tel/Autofax : +44 (0)1273 685913 GET IT EVERY WEEK BY E-MAIL: schnews@brighton.co.uk

GLEN OF THE COMEDOW

Last week, the supreme court reje
al by environmentalists who have b
ing to stop the building of a L20millis)
catfiageway dqwu%l; the Glen of the
The Glen is autiful broad leafe
between the Sugar Loaf mountains:
county. Wicklow. Wicklow County
widening and expanding the Arklow
road, linking Larne with Paris. The
machines ate bludgeoning miles of
and hazel, and aim to cut down 2000 o
Glen of the Downs was proposed as
Area of Conservation (.é?'\(guby Dachs
Irish Government’s heritage service, &
enjoy the protection of FEuropean ;
ever, bureaucratic bullshit came o the
of the forces of environmental des
officials took 4 years too long to s
SAC sites to the EU, prompring them to-
withholding Structural Funds from Trela
Eviction of the longest Irish road
started on 10th December, and desp
ons and people up trecs, some trees ¥
because there weren't enough people &
the whole site, so ring the number b
get yerselves down there.
What with roads heing a much
friendly method of transport than tea
of the Natonal Development Plan, the
Roads Authority received £4.8 billia
the public train system received noth
land, long famed for its unbelierable t
and congestion caused by the fast pace
ern life, may soon hreathe a si
cording to the National Road Au
will never be another traffic jam in 1
gestion can become an unpleasant men
the people of Ireland.” Just like the
habitar they nurture. Directions etc fi
lin Friends of the Earth: 0035 31497
or website www.emc23.tp/glen/ne
Urgent: Hockley Protest camp in
up to prevent 66 luxury houses bei
greenbelt land, is being evicted too.
perarely needed. Tel: 08381 717815

fions and infcmop GPAF

1.ast week the Chateau Champlain by
wreal, was invaded by the “Commando-|
‘reappropriated’ buffer food and br
side to a2 100 + waiting support demao,
marched along a street chanting slogans,
giving food o :rs and streer . Th
commented “These food-grab actions
during the Christmas season, when we
crap about helping the poor and he
poor should just help themselves, whi
they did today.”

...and final

Looking for a Christmas present a
one whose feeling all paranoid about
security. SchNEWS may have just ¢
to push them over the edge, and make '8
a rﬁurnughly miserable Yuledde.

“How to Dismiss Staff” is the ci
from the Employers Insdrute that
ently been scLIIng like hot-pants and has
godsend to some employers already.
to dismiss Tim or face disaster.
showed us how,” This is a practical,
step guide for employers to give th
the heave-ha quickly and efficientdy
such as lateness and having a life, withe
ing to cough up unfair dismissal dama

disclaimer =

SchNEWS warns all readers not to
illegal gatherings or take part in any
tivities. Always stay underncath the
In fact just stay in, warch the Quees
and go on endless present opening
ing your lives and homes with endless
crap...then you'll feel content. Hones

00, Brighton, East Sussex, BN



jusands of revellers take
wn of the new millennium.
g Quayside has just ended
looking for where to go
an ‘illegal’ rave has been
2 venue for this party is an old
, the very building in which

%cket'. A good 400 people are
hing is fine.

'roximately 25 people had spent

re extinguishers had been
hought and placed at every
Bxit, Stewards equipped with
lorches and walkie-talkies
wre positioned around the
nue. Even safety lighting
d been installed especially
or the event. There was a _
first aid team organised and
nter was freely. available,
but the police weren't to
know any of this.

A patrol car had discovered the party, and called for
Masistance. A full police riot and crowd control unit was al-
fnady on standby, and was dispatched to the scene of the
‘orime’. AT LEAST 30 police officers with batons and dogs
slormed the building, stopped the music, and herded the
howildered dancers off the dancefloor and out into the street.
With a few hundred people now objecting guite
‘Wirongly to having their New Millennium celebrations ended
In such a fashion, the police started to get nervous. When
|l became clear that some of the party people were going
o get ‘nasty’ by shouting and, in some cases, swearing,
he police decided to employ riot control tactics, forming
W wall of officers to sweep down the street, with dog han-
dlers in front, driving the crowd down a tunnel underneath
he Central Station. This too, was found to be slightly
tistasteful by the crowd, who objected more strongly than
pver. This unwillingness to co-operate now really upset
nome of the officers in the front line. With adrenalin pump-
Ing, they enthusiastically administered some real ‘jus-
Hlee' to the closest of the group and set dogs onto the
ople who were just out of reach. One lucky young girl
her early twenties, about 5ftdinch in height and eight
slone in weight, fell on the ground as she tried to run
away, and found herself fighting off both the teeth of a
payched-up alsation, and the fists of a 14 stone police
lficer. The majority of the crowd dispersed quickly now,
Visibly shocked by the ‘style’ of policing on display. Sev-
“wral arrests were made, and one person who was dragged
il in cuffs (after being arrested for suggesting an officer

,Jan 1, 2000 AD,
upon Tyne, England

events celebrated UK plc, under-
il deemed unacceptable. Phil Rigby
; riot squads new year present o the

SOUALL

[ Where I:lo Youwant To Grow Today?

I|'Wanna Go Home
Underground Update
Features
Squall Pics
« Frontiine Communique

was ‘way over the The State Its In
top and should squotes
pick on someone “m’k"s""‘”

his own size') now
alleges he was
assaulted by his arresting officer once taken

to the police station. (He wasn't actually charged with an
offence.) He is now looking to press charges.

Is this the way to punish people for dancing in an
unauthorised venue ? Does partying in the wrong place re-
ally warrant violence and intimidation? We think not.

The party was organised by
a collective called ‘Rabble Al-
liance’ . The idea was to have
a free alternative to celebrate
the New Year without £100
tickets and £4 pints. The rules
of the event, clearly on display
around the building stated :"Re-
spect the venue and leave it
in a better state than you
found it. Don't disturb the
neighbours. Look after each
other. No drug dealing.”

Fram Our Correspondence

Frontline Communigue’s arrive direct from correspond-
ents and are presented without SQUALL edits.

...A power hungry Britain ... but at the same time
a RUTHLESS and HARD Britain.

3 ;.
nownlnldan:n.imaﬂ.on of this from www.squall.co.uk
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WAKE VP! WAKE VP! IT'S ¥ER TERROR-BILL

NEWS

Printed and Published in Brighton by Justice?

Frlday 7th January 2000 http://www.schnews.org.uk/

e you digging a tunnel to prevent a road

m being built through your neighbour-
? Have you pulled up a few Genetically
ified crops from your local test site? Maybe
W spoke at a meeting where a member of
Animal Liberation Front, for example, also
Mpoke? Well I'm afraid to tell you that you are
sion to be deemed a TERRORIST!
\¢ government are starting to realise that pro-
Wty are not going away, that people are getting
wre advanced and organised by using such new
hnology as telephones and the internet! To
ihat the outrageous behaviour of people meet-
Jig up in public spaces and discussing issues, the
pvernment have introduced the glorious, up-
led, newly improved.... Terrorism Bill!!
Yerrorism, in it's hot off the press state, is now
Ihe use of serious violence against persons or
wperty, or the threat to use such violence to
\imidate or coerce the Government, the pub-
lle or any section of the public for political,
Wligious or ideological ends.”

Ihis new Bill, which is being fast-tracked
hough parliament, is targeting environmental

wups, animal rights protestors and anyone who
sums a social or moral conscience.
Il you intended to destroy GM crops coz they
Wie contaminating your local organic farm, you
Will have less rights than a person who was in-
Wlved in deliberate assault and robbery. Basi-
Rilly, you will be classed the same legally as the
Noho nail bomber!

FIT THE BILL ?

Al present, the only organisations: listed are
Hhose associated with Northern Ireland. But the
Il gives the police or government the power
i udd to this list. Reclaim The Streets, Earth
Virst!, Animal Liberation Front have all hit the
hpadlines recently as leading persistent and de-
Mructive campaigns against property . By
demonising a group, organisation, or sector of
W Lommunity, you can legitimise a treatment of
{hem that is seen as ‘fair punishment’ by the
yeneral public. This is exactly what happened
With Northern Ireland, the coal miners, the anti-

)l tax demonstrators, etc.

Inider Clause 3 of the new legislation, it will
Iecome an offence just to be connected with the
Wew definition of ‘terrorists’. If direct action
ganisations are being targeted as potential ter-
Jurlsts, then it is only a short step to ‘proscrip-
Ylon’. Once an organisation has been proscribed
Yerrorist’, it will become a criminal offence to
Belong to that organisation, to openly support
Wi, f to speak out at a meeting where members
4l that organisation were also speaking. The Bill

is scare-mongering people against joining organi-
sations, regardless of whether or not they per-
sonally take part in criminal activity.

In fact, you won't even have to be directly in-
volved with the organisation. The Incitement
clauses of the Bill (clauses 57-59)would make
it an offence to support by words alone an armed
struggle in a country outside the UK. Those sup-
porting such struggles as the Zapatistas in
Mexico, or the Tamil Tigers of Sri Lanka, will
be under investigation.

Under the same clauses, there is a danger that
refugees who have fled from repressive regimes
to this equntry will become a legitimate target
of the police merely because they support the
overthrow of that regime.

CLAUSE 38/39 states that the police will be
able to arrest, without a warrant, anyone they
reasonably suspect as being a ‘terrorist’. You
won't have to actually have done anything. The
powers of stop and search will be extended to
include strip searches without a warrant, and
failure to comply will result in a three month
sentence.

As well as this, new rights are being given to the
armed forces with regards to searching premises if
they have reasonable suspicion of the property con-
taining munitions and ‘wireless transmitter or scan-
ner’. Does this mean that we could be listening to
Pirate Radio Terrorism FM? Or that John Peel and Jimmy
Saville were once terrorists in their early radio career days?
The wording of the Bill isambiguous and open to misuse
thru” misinterpretation.

Clause 18 states that it will be an offence not to
report any knowledge of ‘terrorist activity’.
This has far-reaching implications for investi-
gativejcwna]ists who could face up to five years
in jail for not grassing people up.

HISTORY OF THIS BILL

The Bill is going through its Parliamentary stages
at an alarming rate, and looks set to become law
sometime this autumn.It will replace both the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act of 1974, and the North-
em Ireland Act of 1973. These two Acts have led
to some of the worst human rights abuses in this
country over the last 25 years, contributed to mis-
carriages of justice and have led to the unnecessary
detention of thousands of innocent people. mainly
Irish. This new Bill blatantly ignores the European
Convention of Human Rights.

The criginal Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary
Provisions) Act was rushed through Parliament in
1977 in record time - first presented to Parliament
on a Wednesday it was law by Friday moming.
Not a single Labour MP voted against it

Despite what the government said at the time, the

STATE OF TERROR

PTA was never meant to convict people or pre-
vent bombings - it was introduced to prevent the
Trish community in Britain from expressing its sup-
port for a united Treland. Less that 7% of the more
than 5,000, mainly Irish, people arrested under the
PTA in Britain in its first seven years were charged
with any offence at all, although many were de-
tained for days without charge.

The PTA has been widely used to expel inno-
cent Irish people from Britain and prevent Irish
republicans from speaking in Britain - In 1982
Sinn Fein's Gerry Adams and Martin
McGuiness were both banned from entering
Britain to speak. The Act has also been used to
remove prominent opposition figures during
*difficult’ times for the government - the week
before the death of hunger striker Bobby Sands,
30 leading republicans were arrested under the
PTA, subject to *extended detentions’, then re-
leased without charge.

If you think SChNEWS is getting its knickers
in a twist for nothing then here’s an example
of the PTA working in Ireland.

Bernard O°Connor, a teacher from Eniskillen,
was arrested under the PTA in 1977. His first
interrogation session in Belfast lasted for over
three hours. He was forced to stand on his toes,
bend his knees and hold his hands out in front
of him and was hit in the face when his heels
touched the ground or he lost balance. Every
time he denied taking part in bombings and
shootings he was hit again. That afternoon, three
detectives tried to get him to admit lesser
charges to avoid 35 years in jail. Then at night
the brutality really started, He was stripped
naked, beaten up and forced to do press ups
continually. His underpants were placed over
his head and he was threatened with being
choked. He was then threatened with being
handed over to the death squads of the Ulster
Volunteer Force. These interrogations contin-
ued until he was released without charge on
Monday night.

Want to know more??? * Liberty, 21 Tabard
Street, London, SE1 4LA. Tel;0171 403 1904,
*discussion list ralph(@blagged.freeserve.co.uk
www.blagged. freeserve.co.uk/law.htm
*Brighton Against Benefit Cuts January 11",
upstairs at The George Beard Pub, 7:30pm,
Gloucester Road, Brighton, to plan for a large
gathering on Sat, 11" March.

* Manchester EF! Mon 24" January, 7:30pm,
One World Centre, Manchester. Michelle 0161
442 8635 or Chris 01942 513 792

*Cultures of Persistance Squat, (see in Brief)
13th January, 7:30pm, to discuss a strategy to
mobilise against the Bill.

@ANTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION




DEALING IN COMPASSION

Ruth Wyner and John Brock are not heroin dealers.
The police admit they have never been involved in
dealing. But that didn’t stop a judge sending Ruth
and John down for 5 and 4 years. Their offence?
They supposedly allowed the use and supply of
drugs on the premises of Wintercomfort, a drop-in
centre for homeless people in Cambridge, (some of
whom are drug users). As Director and Assistant
Director, Ruth and John had banned people who
were suspected of dealing and were monitoring the
use of the toilets to try and stop people using
drugs there. However.they refused to hand over lists
of suspected dealers to the police.

Ruth and John were charged under the Misuse of
Drugs Act (1971). Judge Haworth explained, “If
the defendanis were unwilling to use any reason-
able means that were readily available to them to
prevent the prohibited activity, then they were per-
mitting the act.” Of course, there is a massive gulf
between the legal interpretation of ‘reasonable
means’ and the pomt of view of people providing
a service for the homeless. By law; if you fail to
close down your project when other measures are
ineffective you are permitting the prohibited ac-
tivity. Also, by law, sharing, swapping or giving con-
stitutes supply, so 2 people sharing a spliff is the
same as large scale smack dealing on your premises.
This case has some grim implications for homeless
facilities. In fact, this ruling could apply to any
institution where some people may use drugs;
schools, for example, or pubs and clubs. Will head-
teachers risk imprisonment if dealing is found to
take place on school premises? The only answer
seems to be body-searching people on entrance to
homeless centres, and how would you feel if you
were searched every time you went home at night?
Chances are, you'd stop going home.

This law effectively criminalises all homeless work-
ers who work with drug users. We need some con-
structive progress such as establishing links be-
tween homeless centres and drugs rehab centres;
the ruling only serves to further exclude some of
the most marginalised people in our society. For
an information pack contact Release 0171 729 5255
www.release-incl.demon.co.uk Letters of support to
Ruth Wyner, EH6524 HM Highpoint, Stadishall,
Newmarket, Suffolk GB8 9YG & John Brock, 3M
4946, HM Bedford, St Loyes St. MK40 18G.

BUTTERFLY TOUCHES EARTH
After living in an ancient redwood she called
“Luna” for the past two years, Julia " Butterfly™
Hill came back to Earth just before Christmas.
Julia was part of the Headwaters campaign to
stop one of the last remaining redwood forests in
America being clearcut (see SchNEWS 195), She
came down after reaching an agreement with the
company. Her supporters have pledged to pay
$50,000 to Pacific Lumber to make up for lost
logging revenue, while the company agreed to spare
Hill’s redwood and a 2.9-acre buffer zone around
it. The company will donate the $50,000 to
Humboldt State University for forestry studies.
Well ain’t that just swell.
www.enviroweb.org'headwaters-ef/

Subscribe! . __

Keep SchNEWS FREE! Send Ist Class stamps (e.
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SchNEWS in brief

The end of an er. The Greenham Common Wom-
en's Peace Camp has ended. A couneil approved sculp-
ture will be erected on the site to commemorate 18 years
o B i

SchNEWS readers will be shedding tears over the
sacking of Nick Hudson, editor of the Dover Ex-
press. Unfortunately it wasn't for his paper’s con-
tinued racist rantings about asylum seekers (“While
labour luvvies dribble...we are left with the backdraft
of a nation’s human sewage and no cash to wash it
down the drain™) -that didn"t eam him the boot but
an article attacking Hoverspeed did, ** One for yer
diary: *Anonymity: the use of pseudonyms and
initials in anarchist discourse and the tyranny of
box numbers’. It’s part of the regular Friday meet-
ings of the London Anarchist Forum at Conway
Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, London (nearest tube
Holborn) 8pm. More details 0181 847 0203 ** Sup-
port those arresied for the alleged involvement in
the Smash Genetics action last year, when an
AgrEvo maze test site in Lincolnshire was destroyed.
Trial begins on 18" January at Lincoln magistrates
Court. Contact GEN 0181 374 9516 ** Carry
on squatting! After *Cultures of Resistance’,
they're back with CULTURES OF
PERSISTANCE! From 10th-16th January 2000 at
168 Tower Bridge Road, London. Including an art
exhibition on The City...its drawbacks and some
positive solutions. If you want to use the space
contact rachred57@hotmail. com or ring 0958 765
151 ** The Earth First! Winter moot is in Oxford
on 28-30th January. More details send SAE to ¢/o
URGENT, Box HN, 111 Magdalen
Rd.,Oxford, OX41RQ
emailwintermoot@yahoo.com**Feeling
marginalised by the orthodox anarchist left 2! Well if
you're a “druid, odinist, folk autonomist’ or part of
the *hermeticist anarchist underground” then pop
along to the Anarchist Heretics Fair, they offer a
chance to discover the unknown and altemmative side
of anarchy. For info ring 0181 459 5520 or e-mail
hermet@synarc. freeserve.co.uk ** Bloody Sunday
national demao, Sat 22nd January. Meet 12 noon @
Whitehall Place, London. For info. Tel 0181
4428778, e-mail ICNwork(@aol.couk ** Support
Gill Emerson, come along to Canterbury Crown
Court, Chaucer Road at 10am on Thurs 13th Janu-
ary to show your solidarity at the appeal trial. Gill
was arrested during the National Front march in
Dover last Jan. Fighting fascism is no crime. ** The
Haringey Solidarity Group are having a crisis meet-
ing next Monday (10th) to discuss the future of the
group. If you care about it’s future get along to the
Wood Green Labour Club, Stuart Crescent, N22 8pm

SCHNEWS TRAINING DAY

Wednesday 12th January 12 noon
We need people to get involved with SChNEWS
so why not make a belated New Year's
resolution and help out 7 Ring office for more
details (oh, and we lost aff our ansaphone
messages over Xmas).
* Have you got a spare PC ? SchNEWS will give
ita loving home,
* After helping the homeless for 25 years, the
excellent Advisory Service for Squatiers are
looking for some new recruits. Want 1o make a
difference? Ring 0171 359 8814

. 20 for next 20 issues) or donations
chNEWS ¢/o on-the-fiddle, P.O. Box

( ab]e to Justlcc'?) Ask for "Orl
Dot

Talk:'n[g of terrorists

Sixteen people are up on conspirarcy
after - wait for it, around 50 people ent
Nestle factory in Halifax and climbed o
roof and up a chimney to unfurl banner
as ‘People and Planet Before Profit’. Tl
tion was in protest at the meeting of the
Trade Organisation in Seatile (see S
240), the police reckon it had more to
a desire to do some burglary. Because
ten see burgalars in groups of 50 in b
light, with banners and leaflets marchin,
coporate offices. Their next court a
is on Tuesday 22 February, 2000. Halifax
istrates Court, Harrison Road, Halifax,
onwards, and they are asking for peopl
up outside for support. Contact The Nestle
10 Broughton Street, Hebden Bridge, )
Yorkshire, HX7 8JY Tel 01422 844710
* * After Seattle - What next?” Meeting Si
day 15th January Conway Hall, Red L
London WC1 (nearest tube Holborn
5pm. Speakers will include Barry Cog
rector of the World Development Moven
and activists from the Nestle action.

Meeja Ho Massive
Over in the States, corporate media
ABC NewsOne, CBS Newspath and Fy
Edge have merged their info sour
means that although the 3 companies
be competing to forcefeed soundbite
to those canny Yanks, the news they
cess to will be essentially the same s

tored bollocks. P and ﬁ

SchNEWSs seribe in millenium crap arrest
For proclaiming the end of the world!
This gag didn’t go down to well with
on New Years Eve at the Golden Gate of J
lem. In absence of any doomsday proj
man decided to act the part before the e

expectant media circus “And when the seven|
are broken open on the day of judgement..
seven angels blow their trumpets - when
angel blows her bugle....” (this rant lifted
from the film Naked - film buffs take
say that in comedy timing is everythi
balloons go down faster at certain timy
certain climates. The holy city is one
mate. The international journalists
sides themselves with joy; the Israeli |
less so.
The bendy man was released without
but the police did ask why he had a d
bible, half a bottle of vodka and some n
cards in his bag.
* These cards are similar to kidney
except they say ‘1 support sexual libes
want to help others experiment sexually al
death. | request that after my death
A) My body be used for any type of se
ity B) gay only c)straight only d)[domn
my body to be dismembered or disfigm
necrophiliac sex (you get the picture)

disclaimer
Sct ks what are all the Y 2K nutters d
all their spare time these days?Answersonap
rﬁm)r.l-{m

00, Brighton, East Sussex, BN 2D



the problem bu
e drug dealing,
‘police. The staggerin
dire implications for

it message sent from their
heir shock at the sentence
of the case was further &
wa‘;; asked to help with cg
son where she is inca
atary, Jack Straw, follo

is a Listeners
ing inmates to

been accepted
session, the |mpoﬁanoe of oomplete confidentiality was
emphasized. For everything, | venture, even drugs? They
Insist this has to be so, saying that otherwise Listeners could
not gain the trust of those they seek to help. The irony is
bittersweet: it was to a considerable extent by upholding
ponfidentiality that | got into this situation in the first place.
| am enormously proud of my family, overwhelmed,
greatly lifted and deeply humbled by the energy and com-
mitment people have given to the campaign and by the
many letters and cards | have received. They are a great
help. The ongoing support for Wintercomfort is a great joy
1o me, the staff and volunteers are
loyal and dedicated, a wonderful &
bunch of people. My thanks to all.” T8

Ruth Wyner EH 6524, HM
Mighpoint, Stradishall, Newmarket,
Suffolk CB8 9YG

Prisoner EM4946 John Brock
wrote in Jan 2000:

“A brief description of how | feel,
what life is like for me at the mo- ¢
ment and my thoughts in the case/
campaign. ;-

Disbelief at the charge, shock |
ul the Judge's summing up and ju-
1y's verdict, devastation at the sen-
tence, depression, fear and bewil-
darment at being locked in prison.

Protestors calling for justice for Cambridge Two, 86th March, London

Two

Suffolk 17/02/00

cncger) were jailed for five
Iice that drug dealing

g hidden comercs, fo
that, although they
k should have known

Missing my wife and family more than | can express.

| am not a natural crusader in righting life's wrongs but
more of a reluctant individual thrown into what is rapidly
becoming a national issue. | will, however, defend my inno-
cence and vehemently refute suggestions that | or my staff
team knowingly turned a blind eye to anything.

| have always been open and honest about the problems
and how we tackled them.

Prison life is impossible to describe. Suffice to say that
my fellow inmates treat me fairly and those prison officers
| have contact with act in a professional and thoughtful
manner.

| am truly humbled by the level of support and outrage

Pics: Richie Andrews




expressed by many either directly to me or through the
action group.”

John Brock EM4946, HM Highpoint, Stradishall, Newmarket,
Suffolk CB8 9YG

Ruth Wyner'’s letter to the Home Secretary 12.2.00:

Dear Home Secretary,»

| wish to report to you the fact that Class A and B drugs
are being supplied at this prison, where | am currently being
held, as well as at other prisons.

As Director of the Cambridge charity Wintercomfort,
“Number One” as it were, | was convicted for allowing drugs
supply of which | was not specifically aware. | therefore feel
it is my duty, in order to ensure the safety of the Home
secretary, to make you aware of this supply as you are, of
course, the “Number One” in regard to prison management.

After all, | do not want to see you doing a 5-year stretch
as | am. This is my first offence.

| was charged under Section 8 of the Misuse of Drugs
Act. At court, my judge directed that my co-defendant and
I were guilty if we “‘were unwilling to use any reasonable
means that were readily available .. to prevent the prohib-
ited activity.” Furthermore, Judge Haworth directed that if
there was a failure to implement these means effectively
then the offence was also committed.

These reasonable means included, according to the judge,
closure of the project. The failure to adopt such a measure if
other measures to stop the activity had failed would, Judge
Haworth said, indicate an unwillingness to use a "reasonable”
step and as such be evidence of permitting drug supply.

You may also wish to note that in questions to Paul
Boateng, M.P. in the House of Commons on 31.1.00 (nos.
164-7 inc.), Peter Bottomley M.P. was informed that in 1999
there were 17,789 positive drug tests in prisons and 13,409
proven cases of unauthorised uses of a controlled drug in
prison. Over the same period, 823 visitors were arrested for
bringing drugs into prisons.

In my case, Wintercomfort banned those caught dealing
or using illicit drugs at its day centre. But there was addi-
tional dealing that was caught on a secret police surveil-
lance camera, of which we were not specifically aware.

We were, however, said in court to "know” because we
had discussed our concermns about drug use at the project
with, among others, the police.

The similarities are striking: the prison service has caught
some dealers but clearly not the majority of people dealing
on prison premises, visitors or inmates.

Your methods are clearly ineffective. As you live under
the same laws as | do, | believe you are liable to arrest. Or
would you like me to perform a citizen's arrest on the gover-
nor here?

I look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely
Ruth Wyner

(copies to Anne Campbell MP for Cambridge, Peter
Bottomley MP. Shelley & Co, solicitors, Alex Masters, Chair-
man of the Cambridge 2 Campaign).

BOCH Y PAULS

+ Hritiih Agriosdnio

BOCM Pauls, a company which manufs :
more animal feed than any other company in th
UK and allegedly uses GM ingredients in most @
its products, was targeted by Newcastle-based ge
netics group GeneNo! for an action on the 14th o
December. The company’s cattle feed mill &
Chilton Industrial Estate, County Durham w3
‘yisited’ by a number of cows - two of which sec
two large grain silos and dropped a bannerrea
“NO GM Animal Feeds”.

No one was arrested and later a letter wa
faxed to the Chief Executive at the Head Office
Ipswich explaihing the reasons for the action.

BOCM Pauls is allegedly one of the comp:
nies involved in the contaminated animal fees
scandal which led to the BSE crisis.

COME ONn... TRY /T
IT CAN'T HURT Ypu
JUST To TRY IT...



RAISING TERROR

The Terrorism Bill currently racing through parliament with barely a
smatter of mainstream dissent looks set to be one of the most liberty- --

SOUATT,

Where Do You Want To Grow Today?

| Wanna Go Home

corrosive pieces of legislafion for decades. Si Mitchell examines the
Underground Update

Implications of Jack Straw'’s latest attempt to remove the last of our

residual rights to protfest.

Article 19, Universal Declaration of Human Ri 1948. - Eve-
ryone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression, this
Includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to
seek, receive and mﬁ,n information and ideas through any
media regardless of fronfiers.

Terrorism Bill 2000. - (1) A person commits an offence if - (a)
he collects or makes a record of information of a kind likely to
be useful to a person committing or preparing an act of terror-
ism [as defined by the state], or (b) he possesses a docu-
ment or record containing information of that kind.

“Somehow the threat to the stability of the state has

Elven way to threats to the corporate estate. That will be the
asis for the new definition of terrorism. That is a desperately
dangerous path to go down.”

Alan Simpson is one of the few British politicians to
be genuinely shaken by Jack Straw’s introduction of the
most overtly political law and order legislation since Hitler's
proscriﬁ]ion of the Jews.

e 2000 Terrorism Bill, currently whistling through
the House of Commons and iikelr to be law by Amtumn;has
?enerated little in the way of Parliamentary outczc{[unlike its

974 predecessor, The Prevention of Terrorism Act) despite
rroposing to outlaw various fundamental democratic rights,
ncludir_;% the right to possess or pass on information.

e Bill is text book divide and rule stuff that will
griminalise dissent and marginalise dissenters by threat
Inﬁ their wider support base with unlimited fines :
jail sentences. :

Home Secretary Jack Straw has given
more modern definition” to combat “both the
future terrorist threat”. All this and new “special”
the police breaching existing British and intern

Moving the Goal Posts
Taking their lead from the popular press,
anyone not overjoyed with creeping global
terrorists, New Labour have redefined terro
threat, for the purpose of advancing a g
ideological cause, of action which a) inva
fgainst any person or property, b) eng
person, or c) creates a serious risk to
public or a section of the public.
Simon Hughes MP was a |

or woman in the street.” Hughes
ary description of: “The use of vio
pursuit of political aims.”

The bones of the new defif
FBI's own anti terror legislation whe
sdence over democracy. Both go
ness have made no secret of how
nction irks them.

WEARING AN ITEM OF CLOTHIN

en from the

kes prec-
big busi-
direct

SCRIBED ORGANISATION” COULD:
AND A TEN YEAR SENTENCE ANI

Barrister, Ralph Smyth, currently workir
ol Europe’s Division of Public & Intemational

of the first to criticise the Bill. “The differentiation bé .

- those taking action for moral reasons and those doing so for

Squall Pics

naked greed isillogical Frontiine Communique
andshows howthe ob- | The State its In

session with the invis- Squotes

ible hand of the market L‘!:kl;ﬂl‘tes

gf&t‘a;lggc;uded mnesim?o? From Our Carrespondence

Se respo
the Bill," he says. Add-
ing, on a more positive note: “Perhaps some creative activ-
ists could argue that multinationals are endangering the pub-
lic's safety with their bio-tech products for the advancement
of neoliberal ideology.”

Though the state and its agents are liable under the
domestic provisions of the bill, the chances of a successful
prosecution are slim, and they are still exempt for any over-
seas incitement. P anda watcher, Noam Chomsky, ex-
plains the guiding principle on how the state defines terror-
ism: “Their terror is terror, and the flimsiest evidence suffices
to denounce it and to exact retribution; our terror, even if far
more extreme, is merely statecraft, and therefore does not
enter into the discussion of the plague of the modemn age
[terrorism].”

Parliament - An act of terror
Straw’s own logic may go some way to explaining the
proposals. “If we look back over the past 25 years, we
can see that the [anti-terrorism] powers have been used
proportionately,” he says, without reference to the Guild-

the%irmingham Six or the 98 per cent of peo-
d under the existing Prevention of Terrorism
innocent of any crime. He claims that there
on-violent means for expressing opposi-
[, Smyth points out that the ‘life endan-
lth and safety’ aspects of the Bill could
te activists building fortifications at
be seen as posing risks both to
liffs.
that animal rights activists will
ters to be pursued under the Bill
2 public perceives as terrorism).
t which preceded this Bill explic-
vity which the bill intended to
onmental rights activists: high
ks on abbatoirs, laboratories,
chemists, doctors, vets, furri-
arkets and other shops.”

senpeace would not be classed as terror-
‘environmental group’s involvement in
would fall foul of this law.
' inability to understand non-hierarchi-
their inability to get conspiracy charges
erated a clause aimed at anyone “directing”
ation. ‘Organisation’ is defined as any group
g to discuss a potentially ‘terrorist’ act and
2 at any level (booking a room? facilitating a
maximum sentence is life imprisonment.

=S THREAT OF BECOMING INCRIMINATED BY
G CORRESPONDENCE OR LITERATURE
ANY CAMPAIGNING GROUP MAY WELL BE
IO MAKE POTENTIAL ‘LIBERAL’ SUPPORT-
BERATELY AVOID BECOMING INFORMED.”

According to Smyth: “A combination of dirty tricks, provok-
ing of riots and slick media manipulation will be used to
divide the radicals from the liberals.” Dirty tricks in the form




of propaganda, damning press articles and incitement, Under this section of the Bill "wearing an item of clo
played a major roll in Northern Ireland, against the striking  ing or displaying an article to arouse reasonable suspici
miners and are becoming increasingly prevalent against that he/she is a member or supporter of a proscrib
Reclaim The Streets and anti GM activists. (see RTS press  ganisation” could lead to arrest and a ten year se
complaint about Sunday Times arms allegation. nelunlimited fine.
UNDEGROUND UPDATE) : the Home Secretary sees fit to ban the ALF
Under the ‘possession for terro \ egan shoes be arrested? If he bans RTS,
lection of information’ clauses a : ollars felt? (Might need the flying sq
information “likely to be useful” at one inning of a hardline Islamic group cof
rorist act will have to prove eithe 2 sbompromising of the police’s al
they had reasonable excuse to p z
could mean a sentence of ten yea
ers’ Address Book or the Genetix S
been cited, by the Bill's opponents, 2
incriminating literature, and campaigpi
to be targeted with these clauses.
hit by the ‘duty to disclose info
them to hand over any inform
professional capacity as
gag, this is likely to make
press, leaving an informat
by government spin.)
The mere threat
correspondence or lit
may well be enough
deliberately avoid
knows, fear is the @

the powers will n
brought in to play.
has

jpolice powers to arrest
iscredited ‘sus’ laws - ex-
intimidation and information
mment had also intended to
) of the ECHR to be able to
an nded period of seven
_better of it. It is the introduc-
at Jack Straw says is the main
n sare not designed to be
one of the more last-

ces that are beginni
Blair is still reeling fror
inst the wishes of 70 per cel
s.
niversal Declaration says
act aimed at the destruction of
[the Declaration]". Straw says
| 10 3 2 ¢ mocracy”. Though the establi
and demand 15| 1 z flans ly won't record it, those that defy
Once : en | 000 Te il may well go down as the real protec
blackened, i ic, the ; MOCTa :
be able to pi an o i
not only to be amemberof & ! bt : ) o date with the passage of the Bill and

address a e
ed.freeserve.co.uk/terrorbill/index.htm 3
Bp Up to date with the passage of the Bill an

i » b . : : : ' ed.freeserve.co.ukAerrorbillindex.htm
’F?TU VE BEE o L i ey i o ernment Terrorism Bill -

%ﬁb wgl.sl{%GNf a2 i Tttp:d ations.parliament.uk/pa/cm139900/cmbill

EXPECT A VISIT FROM THE POLICE , FREETRIP ° ome Office Terrorism Bill web page:

DOWN THE STATION.” B : : JM\uw.homanfﬁceo.?w.Modﬂe g .

{eat R : The best way of being kept up to date with the camps

Though a Proscribed Organisations Appeal Commit- {;31 to smébscribe to the email list. You can do this by acc

tee (POAC) will be set up under the Bill, the appeal will only e web page at -

be along the lines of Judiicial Review where the legality, but  Me/1b_Campaighislockestic o L o

not the merits, of the decision to proscribe can be chal- Contact the Home Office to protest against this leg

lenged. The POAC will meet in secret and need not dis- i /Awww.homeoffice.gov.ukiwebwork/contact.htm :

close its reasons for dismissing an appeal. You get a hear- FFI on Mtalian anti terror measures vs activists:

ing. But not a fair hearing. asilosquat@tiscalinet.it
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YES oF COURSE ! THE ONE ON THE RIGHT /S A TERROR/ST.

K.evans

ONE OF THESE INSPIRES TERROR IN PEOPLE, /IR STRAWN, CAN You TELL WHICH .?

TERRORISM ACT 2000:1 (i) In this Act “terrorism” means the use, or

threat, for the purpose of advancing a political,

action which:

religious or 1declogical cause,, of

(%) mvolves serious viclence against any person or property.

Now, TAKE YO0UR
TIME MR STRAW,
ONE OF THESE
PEOPLE /S SCARED,
WHICH ONE COULD
/T BE P

HEREY A cLuE :

PREVENTION OF
TERRORISM ACT 2000:

10) In this Act “terrorism’
Mmeans the use, or threat
for the purpese of adwancing
h political, religious or
Jdeological cause, of actson
Which:

(b) endanger's the fife
of any person.

Al YES THE
SECURITY GUARD
ON THE GROUND
MUST BE PETRIF-
IED OF THAT
WONAN UP THERE
ON THAT BRANCH,

HEYy BY ENDANG~
ERING HER OWAN
LIFE THERE;
SHE SURE HAS

ME SCARED




THE TERROR/SM ACT 2000
/S EXPRESSLY DESIGNED JO #ie
INCLUDE PEOPLE WHO ZRROK,
DONY ADVOCATE VIOLENCE i
AGAINST ANYONE AND
WHO DONT CARRY
GUNS. ITALSO
AFFECTS PEOPLE
FIGHTING IN OTHER
COUNTRIES FOR

THEIR EFREEDON

FROM OPPRESSIVE
D/ICTATORS OR
GENOCIDAL

REGIMES

() i_“Valve
39amst

3 s€Tious 45
an'j PQ"‘J‘QT‘

G/VE ITA B/IT OF
POLITICAL
SAN

MR

s
S0 WHAT'S IN STORE? IR
LET US FOLLOW THE THEORETICAL CASE OF \SYSROMCEIYNS O/ FERENT
ROSEMARY IMORLEY, BIRDWATCHER , WHO TR L EAGUE ~
HAS BEEN MONITORING THE EFFECT oF [BESERECIN 1+#AT ABOUT
CHEMICAL SPILLS FROM THE L OCAL [ known photegph . ECNRIR TRy
TOXICO FACTORY 01/ caarager. e R /0 HAS SEEN
HER LOCAL BEACH. : “ 1S TRIBAL
AFTER A SERIES OF = S B N/ c0FLE sucFEf
SlIcCESSFHL PROSECILIIONS IR / ‘ — ) i ENSL AVEIMEN'T,
RESULT IN oNLY & g a = B~ R S TER/LI SATION,
INEFFECTIAL FINES, e — B B /MASSACRE +
SHE FORIS THE e g ULTIMATEL Y
GroupP FRIENDS oF BVl i\l £/SPOSSESSION. WITH H1S
MNETHERTHONG BAY’ 3~ CHAR IS IMATIC PREACHING OV

WITH THE AIM OF S \ N L2 THE CITY STREETS, HE FINOS
TAKING ACCOUNTASLE peeg’s RN HIMSELF THE LEADER oF A
NON-VIOLENT DIRECT L5 i T CROSS CULTURAL RESISTANCE
ACT /0N AGAINST 2§ DETERMINED TO FIGHT

THE CORPORATION — Kesemi8 T BACK. ..



ROSENMARY MORLEY SETS
OUT LATE ONE NIGHT WITH
CONSIDERABLE QUANTITIES

OF STEEL MESH AND WATER-
Wl PROOF CEMENT. ..

4 IMMEDIATELY TELEPHONES
THE LOCAL POLICE STATION

S CR/IME.

. oml Fl Ab 5im?|£
|y H% ‘1 mdg“’au-acj PASSWN
were Y Sig or m$34 senten®® ?

EqEN m?r:;i: i IDEOLOGICAL

¢ actions.
tﬂrms OF "sﬂr’ous
rby" under Ehe
ntion of Terrorism Ack,
oard as s:ch I shall
i Sencence you
f_'idf._u to a much
W birds longer term.

ot Flooding ot the
i€o plant... blah blah
"dﬂmage ko the value

of £60,000... blah,..

APPALLED AT THE
SEVERITY 0F THE
DAMAGE (FRESM
FROM LUNCH NiTH
THE ToxIco MANAG
ING DIRECTOR)
THE SECRETARY
OF STATE DECIDES

THE NETHERTHONGIANS MOUNT A LEGAL

CHALLENGE, LBUT THE MEMBERS OF THE

ALPEALS COrH1ISSION (WHO MAY OR 1944

NOT BE MATOR TOXICO SHARE H/OLDERS,
EXCLUDE THENM
AND THEIR
LAWYERS FR
THE APPE

VE uour e
< p° ic‘l”'j"‘
i

70 BAN ‘FrieNo HEARING.
OF NETHERTHONG |
LAY’ AS A 10~ UPHOLDS

TERROR/IST
ORGAN/SATION W 4

THE FAN,

Z, WITHOUT
G/VING A
REASON WH'Y,

Are you members 7
| of Friends |
~ of Netherthong
Bay?

(ndeed we
- are,

go]‘na to hﬂ\"'e
to ask you
all to come
~ with me.

ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE GROUP ARE
CONVICTED OF *“membership offences” AND

ARE SENTENCED TO TEN YEARS IN PRISON.

ROSEMARY MORLEY, GUILTY
OF “divecting” THE/R
ACT/VITIES, GE7S LIFE.



AYD ADEDET! £

AWAY IN A COUNTRY

WHERE HUMAN RIGHTS 2
ABUSES ARE ' P
COMMONPLACE,

THINGS LIK

NEVER
HAPPEN /8
HERE._ 2

" A0 ADEDETI DIES
- IN PRISON FRoOM
© HIS WOUNDS,
HIS WIFE AND
SONS ARE SHOT
BY MASKED
GUNMEN, HIS
DAUGHTER FLEES
7O ENGLAND WHERE
AFrER oNL“1 V¢ MONTHS
. IV DETENTION, HER
(, CLAIMT FoR AsLum
1S ALL o WEDPe.

" DALAPO ADEDEJ) VOWs TO CONTINUE HER FATHERS STRu66LE,

o oy o |UNFORTUNATELY] W22t e smecing v

islation to 4, th thi

nearly the entire U K."export | THE (i GOVERNMENT :ﬁwt I ranfatjo‘)t:ck 3

J of electrfc E PROVES UNWHLING 7\ See youat

Lo -E T';“S . TO UFSET THEIR ¢ :s‘/the arms$
= / VALUABLE TRADE ;
PARTNER. DALAPO'S
ORGANISATION IS
BANNED.

mw 1 :
ot Noes of m:,,,_w INTERESTINGLY

"‘“m "“" MEMBERSHIP OFFENCES UNDER
@c.f v?“w zn’bf"'r : THE NEW ACT INCLUDE A CLAUSE OF
@ ) o ﬁ"?f‘t ”"g" NEGATIVE PRODE’. THIS MEANS THAT ALTHOUGH,
cfh e &i“"é DAL APO WAS NILLING TO RENOUNCE HER FOLIT/ICAL
BELIEFS /N ORDER 7o Avord TJAIL, SHE WAS IN EFFECT
GUILTY uNTIL PROVEN INNOCENT, AND NAD To PROVE
70 THE CourT THAT SHE MAD NO FURTHER CONTACT WITH|
THE “TERRORIST ¥ ORGANISAT/ION. SHE FAILED,




Ry CAN’T JUST
WHAT 7 e S tcsst ne Trars PHEINCE

SYMPATHISERS ORGANISE A MEETING IN SUPPORT. ..

7 ——t_(SATLRDAY, 730 PM:)
| \ > Thbl o
'REMEMBER /a5, = =af

DALAPO ADEDETI : :
+ THE NETHERTHoONG 5 g

EETING

Friends Hecking House
gfl.(?kt“'rf ;ﬂf!{,fd,-;:‘i s
d KoseTravan | From 17
thurﬂ-\onj Bay
Dr Russell Hout
from Ciual

Libverties UK

- )
c AND ARE
PROMPTLY ARREST,
ED FoR CoNTRA-

VENIWNG SECT/ON
120F THE 7. A, s Trheq
TUuT TUT, e 2, e I S N
MS TRAVAIL IS (ij;g??f,;? ras Vap Ts f::’?:v TS S O agy s
CLEARLY Ry T fp € F 3y Wency . SeSone TDamy %
GUILTY OF  /(5) 4 e T e S 2o o T0m,
SUPPORTING Q@) ae"”b “ o €ncay,, s 2 , e =4
HER FELLOW- i }Z:’: F an oy % i, t"b»;e&nﬂ 7 V2539,
RESIDENTS, ok e T Rertcy, e Pas
WILE PR HoliT BIATANTLY %":"97;,” 25, # 3‘%% Ae"’q-m
INTENDED TO SPEA K AT THE Lo Bom P S
SAME MEETING, /MRS POSTLETHWAITE 0z ¢ 2 Ziegy, Teear

| have & BOOKED THE HALL, AND HER DOW. 7 ;e

can ! T0our . SUMDROME Sow JOHNNY To0K THE i
0 e O b IMONEY ON THE DOOR. :
PO ] 'F.n ?( woub
o AL A ek ol
., ; a
ufy‘ el ‘::ﬁd“' / it ~ p:r Yoy could
e 7 com back Lo i
o5 o ' . rMine g
5 v/

(%) In subsections (2) and (3) “meeting” means a meeting of Lhree or more
persons, whether or not the public are admitted.




NOWs GIVEN THAT ; AL E
1.(3) In tms Act... action taken for 7
the purposes of terrerasm jn;luacs —% //
... action taken for the benefit of a =
prescribed [panned] orgamsation.
~ S0, AS THE NUMBER OF
SYPMPATHISERS WITH oUr
HEROES GROWS, SO A GREATER
AND GREATER PROFORTION OF |
THE POPULATION BECOME
TERRORISTS. &

AND THEREFORE, WHEN A -‘"

EAR
uILDING/

X\~ ¢
> Move/

SPONTANEOUS DEroNSTRAT-RM e
JON OCCURS A WEEK LATER,
AND THE PoLICE DECIDE TO
EXERC/SE THER NEW POWER |8 |
OF DECLARING A COROON’ NS
AROUND THE PrROTESTORS TO [ Wi | &
D/ISPERSE THEM,THEY DO /T —
WITH THE SOLE AIM OF 3
ERADICATING THE EVIE oF
TERRORISM NouR
MIDST. LOOK~

Cordens Cordoned Areas. 33 .~
(2) A designation may be made only
if the person meking it considers it
expedient for the purpeses of a
terrorist investigation.
NOT BECAUSE IT'S A USEFU.
TOOL FOR SUPRESSING THE
RIGHT T0 FREE ASSEPIBLY.
NOT TAAT, AT ALL.

-

23 .~ (4) ...the demarcation of the
Cordoned area [shall be made]
(® by means of tape marked with
& W?‘d “PO‘“CE"’ ore
(&) in such other mammer as a
comstable considers sppropridte.

Police powsers 36.- (1) A constable 1n
umiform may-

(3) order a person in a cordoned area
to Teave 1t immediately;

(b) order a person.to leave premises
which are wholly er partly in or
ad)acent to B cordoned aren;

\BLAMN BLAH ... Ternoval of a vehidle
... Movement of a vehicle... prohibit]
or restrict access to a cordoned
area by pedestrizms or vehicles...
(%) A person cormmibs an offence if he
ails to comply with an ordeT...
LAH BLAH ()... liable en surmmary
conwviction to —
(2) Imprisonment for a term Mot
e:\ceed";na three months...
AND HERES THAT NEGAT/VE

PROOF CLAUSE AGAIN
(3) 1t is adefence for a person charged
farw T he F-md rza:;o;abh excuse
his failure [to comply
LOVELY/




/” we Shall not rest in qur
. Toxico until each

THE FRIENDS OF
NETHERTHONG BAY
CONTINUE : at [
T oM RbeR . PP E:,'-itofh Bag 1
7o PAY CouRT CosTs, | hotehes in Net 5” ted
PROVIDE PRISONER ™ W IRE unpo HSSE
SUPPORT AND, S = strong
UNWISELY, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH
ROSEMARY MORLEYS
STATEMENT FROM
HER PRISON CELL...

.-SHLY REALLY
BECAUSE SECTIONS
14 +15 0F THE T.A.
M HAVE SOMETHING
1 70 SAYy AROUT
1 BANNED ORGAN/S~
A4 AT1ONS ATTEMPTING
¥l 7O RA/SE FUNDS. ..
3% Terrorist Property ¥ (1)
21 In this Ack “terr
p‘l‘operhﬂ'ﬂ. includgs] @
| resourcés of a proscribe
orgamisation...

st

Ofences Fundra%sins.ﬁ.v (i) A person commits an offence if he—

()(a) receives
moneg Y - 1o

other property

(a)mvites ancther
to provide money

o p'rbpcrly

(3(@)..provides
™oneuy or
othe

SECTIONS 17+ /8 CRIMINAL-
/SE MORE SECRETIVE
ARRAMGEMENTS 700,
Feending Arrangements. 17. A

TSem commits an offence if he
v €NEeTS Nto... AN arrangement
... 7AWV and Toney or cEher

operty is made aailable...
loney L.oundering. 18...
YAWN Al BLAK.., conceal~
ment.., transfer to nomees,
or (d)... any other way

AND THEN SECTION /6

GIVES THE WHOLE FUNDS/

PROPERTY THING A

NICE CATCH -AlLL:

Possesszon 1@. (1) A person

commts an offence if he-

(a) possesses money or other
erty, and

that 1t should

for the

(b) ?ﬂbcﬂ.
be used...
purposes of terrorisma.

NoW CHECK ouT
THE DEF/NITION
OF “PROPERT Y&’
G/VEN IN
SECT/ON 120
OF THE ACT:
120. “property 2
mcludes property
wherever situatdd
and whether

Teal or per'.soﬂgL
heritable or
moveable, and
things 1n action
and sther mtang-
ible or incorporeal
p‘ropcrt »
SUDDENLY

i EVERMTHING

70 PO WITH THE

WNETHERTHONG/ANS

AND THE APELES?

CAMPAIGN BECHY-

ES INCRED/IELY
~or.




EUT THATS NOT THE NWASTY BIT. THISISTHE NVASTY B)IT.

, / R Disclosure of Information : duty. 19. (i) This section applies where o person
Zou A//-f A T; (a) believes orsuspects that ancther peQ-swv has .:omm!?;qa an of fence up:dcr
any of sections 15to 18 [OWWA/G SOMETHING WiTH TERRORIST WIENT)
HA T L@l 2nd (b) bases his belief or suspicion on information which comes to his
r attention m the course of a trade, business, profession or ermployment
: . (2) The person cormmits an offence if hedees
constable as soon as 15 reasonab
(ag his belief or suspicion, an
b) the information on Which it is based.

not disclese to &
?‘P practicable -

IN THS CounTRY, IN 40UR LIFETIME, IT /s AN OFFENCE TC MOT $HaP
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BUT STILL RANDON, SPORADIC ATTACKS OCCUR ON TOXICO INSTALLATIONS.
ABROAD, THE ADELET! RESISTANCE MOVEIENT GOES FRONM STRENGTH TO STRENGSTH

TERROR/STS COULD BE ANYHERE

(SOME ARE EASY To SPOT : 43.~ (1) A per-son in & public
Tace commits am offence if he

rﬁﬁ (a) Wears an 1tem of Clotfhi"ng

or,
(b) wears, carries or displays
~ an artacle,
™ such 2 way or cittumst-
2ances as to arouse
reasonable suspicion that |
he is 2 Memiber or supporter
of a prescribed organisation,

(2) ... imprisonment for a
term mot exceedhng sSix
2 mﬂ“ﬂ'\s

R
T REALLY IS LK. LAW.

BUT ONCE THESE FOOLHARDY THYPES HAVE BEEN ROUNDED UP, THE POLICE

REALLY HAVE To EXTEND THEIR POWERS. THE ASSISTANT CHIEF CONSTABLE OF

WEST YORKSHIRE DECLARES A SToP +SEARcH AREA AROUND NETHERTHONG

BAY, WHERE CoPS ARE AUTHORISED 70 SEARCH VEMICLES, DR/VERS

PASSENGERS, PEDESTRIANS + ANYTHING THEY ARE CARRYING (SEcTiow 42)
EL S 4 rr—____I E——

L

14 i | _
see WhO wWe stopped this week .
t Do any of these look pocticuleriy

Vu God manh. Z
VB 5!‘”.,[.3(: 5 —=—

Le¥s hope the C RE dont J
heat obout rhis ! ware covered .

Exercise of perver 45, - (1) The power conferred by an
2uthorisation under Section ¥2(1)or(2)
(%) may be exercised only for the purpese of Jc&f‘chfr?‘ for
articles o a kind which could be used m cmnection
1ith terrorism and
(5) may be exercised whelher or not the constable has grouwnds
_for Suspecting the presence of articles of that kind.




NOW ITS TIME | ek Nﬂi;‘.;,’.‘,?j,i‘f 9,
FOR THE ROLICE mu.uagence
70 USE MORE i
NEW POWERS To Right oh
AIMASS Loh/ LEVEL Sarge
INTELL/GENCE

ON THE ENTIRE

UK POPULATION

AND |F THEY
REALLY WwANT TO §
D16 THE DIRT,

THEY CAN COME

THIS /S WHERE ‘Yol SHOIRD GET WORR/ED.
BASICALLY, You DONT HAVE TO BE A MEMBER OF
A BANNED ORGANISATION FORTHE POLICE To
JNVESTIGATE Yoll. You DONT HAVE ToHAVE
COMMITTED ANY CRIMINAL OFFENCE, OR / i
7O. THE POLICE CAN IMVESTIGATE ANYIVAY,
IN CASE You MICH T PE DoING SOrETHING
THAT SHOULD RE BANNED.

[rHis 15 SECTIon B2 1F You WANT To LOOK IT 4P ~ ALL THESE QUOTES ARE GETT/NG BOR 6]

... ANTHING THAT CoulD BE USED BYA TERRORIST
Possession for Terrorisk Pu .
an of]:ence if he possesses an arkicle in circumstarnces Wi 1
ive Tise to areasonable suspicion that his pessession is
T a purpose connected With The commission, preparas

es. 5% - (1) A person cor

70 FIND SorE-
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tion or mstigation of an
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preparation or 1stigatier
of acts of terrorism.

B (3)...)f it is proved that an)

article - A
the 5ame Timeas The accused
that the accused possessed.

[ScARY Bi1T]

w Ul
Collection of Information. 5B -(1) Aperson commits an
offence if -
(2) he collects or makes a Tecord of information of a kind
hkeﬁd to be useful to a person commilting or prepar-
Thg an act of terrorism, or
(b) he possesses a document or Tecord containing information

of that kind
" SOv

YOU MAY AMOT ADVOCATE ANY KiND OF

IDEQLOGICALLY MOTIVATED ACTIVISM. You riAY

o

W | seethak youwve Y
hde a note of tne PLAC G
where your local
M, holds his surgers: We've

L you nows oh-so-innacent- Suﬂlung
UOur:. luckm5 ok a

( STRE-TCH

@T\NE 2
EAR ‘
IN

9.105 ;_I

NOT LEND YOUR SUPPORT To THOSE WHO 00...

BUT D0 Y0U POSSESS JyFORIMATION 7mrA TERRORLST HIGHT FINO USEFu

A PHONE Book ? AN ELECTrRONICS MANUAL?
A GUIDE TO LAV, OF MHUIIAN RIGHTS ? \\
ﬂfi&%fwour \ \
THIS ARTOoN [ 7
W/%TABOUT Pz

this carkeon appears
nave expleded under Ehe

pressure of b5 own paranoid

S~ - i d A W



DON’T WORRY, IT WON'T HAFPEN LIKE THAT.
THE GOVERNMENT WON'T WINMEDIATELY
BAN EVERY POLITICAL ACT/VIST WHO
DAMAGES PROPERT Y, THAT WoULD
RISk A HUGE BACKLASAH.

I/T5 O.K., THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WoNT BAN ANY GROUPS AT ALL,

UNTIL ME WANTS 70...

AND THEN PEOPLE Witd | sl
BE ARRESTED, AND - 7 i an
THEY NitL BE HELD i
W/THOUT CHARGE,
QUEST/IONED, HELD
QUEST/IONED, HELD
For SEVEN
DAYS wirnour
CHARGE...
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0 SEE EACH OTHER W% schedule8 18 Olvher) MR STRAV) | DON'T CARE IF SOME SENIOR
unmiformed officeT ok investigation or prevention POLICE OFFICER DECIOES THAT ITS INTHE

below the rank of of crime, orof the INTERESTS OF CRIME PREVENTION,

ihspector: [Schedule S,M,—(-}] apprehension, prosecution  J 00/’\/17" SEE HOW YOU CAN JUSTIFY THAT,

oT conviction of offenders

IEA PERSON COMMITS MURDER 9R tritNAL PAMAGE, MR STrRAW, THE
CRDINARY CRIMINAL LAW CAN DEAL WiTH | T. SO WHY CREATE ADDITIONAL
CFFENCES, 9F SPEAKING, THINKING (INTENT), PosSESSING INFORMATION,

WEARING CLOTHES ? YOuvE ACQUIRED THE PIWER T CRUSH POLITICAL
DISSENT MR STRAW. WHY Do JoUNEED |T? SHOULD I TRUST You NUT ro Misusk
IT? THIS MAKES ME SCARED, MR STRAw. | T MAKES ME TERRIFIED.
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“The North American Fi
Trade Agreement and ot
regional trade pacts,
gether with the Gene
Agreeement on Tariff
trade, should give us &
tional opportunities for prof-
itable geographic expan-
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sion.

-Philip Morris Annual
Report 1993 :
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- FOR THE UNEMPLOYEL
PRy i ED

“Of course there is some commercial re-
turn, our shareholders would be unhappy if
we ran this as a voluntary programme”

Kevin Faulkner, company secretary Man-
power Services UK

“If you're over 25 and have been signing
on for the past 2 years in Brighton you're no
longer covered by the welfare state™

Public Commercial Union (PCU) rep,

Blink and you might have missed it, but
come April three private companies will
be running parts of the UK’s Employment
Service. If you live in Brighton, Plymouth,
Southwark, Brent, Glasgow, Tower Ham-
lets (Working Links), Haringey, Newham,
Liverpool, Sefton (Reed) or Birmingham
(Pertemps), are over 25 and have been sign-
Ing on for at least a year * then welcome to
the “employment zone.”

In Brighton a ‘new’ company called Working
Links — made up of the Employment Service,
Frnst and Young and Manpower Services will
be running the zone. SCANEWS spoke to a
member of the Job Centre’s Union PCS to ask
just what all this zone business was about,

“Employment Zones are a good idea in
theory — all these different pots of money for
trining, dole etc will be put in one lump to
iy ok what do you want to do with it —~with
less emphasis on getting a crap job and more
on decent training. However, it soon became
apparent that that wasn’t actually what was
going to harlpcn. Advisers will be the ones
who make decisions on how a client’s pot of
money 1s span.”

And these private companies are in it for
profit. Decent training costs a lot of money
while forcing someone into a crap, unsubsidised
jub costs nothing, And if the company can find
r u a job, it gets to keep the pot of money.

‘our client adviser will also have all the powers
under the Job Seekers Allowance to force peo-
ple into any job. Refuse a job and your benefits
will be stopped.

“Look what's happened with the New Deal
in Hackney which Reed have been running, Their
tesults have been very poor but despite that
they're getting more and more work. Manpower
ute in it for the money —what else are they there
for? All this bollocks about a new way forward,
i ot more flexibility for the unemployed, it’s
exictly what Reed said, and it didn't Irs
just been like 2 cartle ranch there with being
senit to any old crap job.”

Manpower have been sniffing around the

WELCOME TOTHE

PROFIT ZONE

job centres for years, and now their dreams
have come true. As the PCS rep told
SchNEWS * It’s basically privatisation. A foot
in the door for private companies who will
no doubt want to expand into other areas of
the employment service.”

* vanes in each area

ALL YOU EVER WANTED TO
KNOW ABOUT EMPLOYMENT
AGENCIES, BUT WERE AFRAID
TO ASK. .

MANPOWER is now the largest em-
ployer in the world, finding people 1.4 mil-
lion temporary jobs in 1997, and their last
annual report revealed earnings of $10.5 bil-
lion worldwide. It already has a New Deal
contract in Wales, where it came a stunning
eighth out of 11 in the area for getting peo-
Fle into work. It has also earned itself lots of

srownie points from the government by
sponsoring the ‘work-zone” in the Millennium
Dome. Manpower had the job of recruiting
strike-breakers when British Airways was fac-
ing strikes in 1997.

They are also the biggest emplovers of call
centre staff in the UK - 25,000.

One disgrunted ex-employee told
SchNEWS * Manpower is like an employ-
ment corporate cattle market for companies
like BT. Labout is cheap, flexible and tempo-
rary - with no employment or union rights,
Manpower have an office in every BT call cen-
tre in the country, and re-cycle staff on a week
by week basis. Every week there is 4 new batch
of automated voice robots for BT’ tel-
ephone networks. Talk about job insecurity
— I've seen Manpower staff thrown out of
the building for arriving at work five minutes
late, accidently cutting a customer off, or phon-
ing in sick.”

ERNST AND YOUNG are an ac-
countancy firm that did a report on privitising
the Employment Service. Hey presto — they
become part of the ‘team’ that is getting work
from privitisation!

REED Their boss is Alec Reed who likes
to bung New Labour the odd (100,000,
which is loose change when your family for-
tune is around £50 million. The firm have
demonstrated the power of profit-led solu-
tions by coming up with the country’s fourth
worse rate (19.6%) for getting “new dealers™

' CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK |

For throwing a piece of mud
Andy Wasley received a three month sen-
tence for violent disorder last November
lfor the dangerous crime of throwing mud!
He was arrested after a demo at Hillgrove
Farm, breeders of hundreds of cats for ex-
rmentmton, which has now closed down.
The Chief Constable of Oxfordshire
Il;‘a.d complained to the Lord Chancellor that
5t enough people were receiving custodial
sentences, and so Andy began a three month
kentence at HMP Birmingham, even
though the only evidence of this crime was
some video footage of him bending down!
He's since been released on the tagging sys-
frem
* Now that Hillgrove's gone, let’s help
Shamrock Farm monkey prison go the
same way., National demo Sunday 30%
January, ring 07020 936956 for transport.

from welfare to work. Reed did create one
job, however, for Labour’s Lord Tom Sawyer
who got on the board of Reed Executive,

PERTEMPS meanwhile recently had
their wrists slapped by the Advertising Stand-
ards Authority and had to change its bro-
chure in which it claimed to be *“the acknowl-
edged market leader in both the temporary
and permanent employment sectors...and the
largest independent in the country.” Pertemps
is only the 11™ largest employment agency by
turnover, and only 5 per cent of this is gener-
ated by getting people permanent jobs.

*  The audit commission recently re-
vealed that 383 councillors and officials have
been caught fiddling the housing benefit sys-
tem, getting away with an average of £2,200
in fraudulent claims!

*  The minimum ‘how-the-bloody-
hell-are-you-meant-to-live-on-that” wage is
set to stay at the penny-pinching rate of £3.60
an hour for at least another year.

*  Scruffy job-seckers who refuse to ger
their dirty little ﬁnFers out and take jobs will
face losing benefit, the government an-
nounced this week. Its all part of the New
Deal ten point plan to clamp down on the
hardcore of the long-term unemployed. The
ten points inclade literacy and numeracy tests,
compulsory two week presentation lessons
‘to ensure young jobseekers can E::tse:nr them-
selves well to employers’, and job coaches (7).
The overhaul, on the second anniversary of
New Deal, follows complaints from employers
that ‘a lack of basic skills and a negarive attitude
in job interviews” is holding people back.

Brighton Against Benefit Cuts produce
a bi-monthly newsletter, “Where’s My Giro?’
available for an SAE from 4 Crestway Parade,
Hollingdean, Brighton, BNt TBL
www.muwc.demon.co.uk/

@ANTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION




EXTERMINATE!

“The World Economic Forum is an inde-
pendent, impartial, non profit foundation which
acts in the spirit of entrepreneurship in the glo-
bal public interest to further public interest to
further economic growth and social progress’”.
World Economic Forum.

Yet again, unaccountable, un-elected, representa-
tives from the corporate world of industry, political
leaders, media moguls, and academics will sit behind
closed doors to discuss the futre of the global
economy and the fate of the planet and it's people,
in what has been coined, “The Summit of Summits’,

The 30" meeting of the annual World Economic
Forum (WEF) will be held from January 27" to Feb-
ruary 1%, in the winter resort of Davos, Switzerland.
The 2,000 self-proclaimed “Global Leaders™ have
chosen the theme for this meeting as New Begin-
nings: Making a Difference’, or in laymans teems,
New Exploitations: Making a Profit’

When it was founded in 1971,the WEF was just
4 boting old management seminar, Now it has be-
come one of the most important “think mnks” of
the global economy. After the failure of the
Millenium Round in Seartle (SchNEWS 240) the
meeting in Davos will have a special significance.
The WEF could once again come to the rescue. In
the eighties, WEF provided the backbone to the
Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tar-
iffs and Trade, the nasty negotiations that led to the
founding of the World Trade Organization, the glo-
bal institution we all love to hate!

The WEF web-site boasts: “We are moving from
aworld of territorial states to a world of different
layers of authority... The Foundation Members of
the World Economic Forum are the 1000 foremost
global companies in the world today...One of our
fiety “initiatives” is the Centre for the Global Agenda.
"This new orientation also encompasses our Centre
for Regional Strategies, which will provide our mem-
bers with privileged opportunities to have an im-
pact on policy making in the worlds most impor-
tant regions’.

But is this not just another arm of corporate
control, bypassing and over-riding existing legisla-
tion and policies that often have an environmental,
ecological and generally humane backbone, to make
way for bigger corporate profits?

Demos are planned for the 29th January. Meet
Davos train station 3 pm. Check out the WEF web-
site wwwaweforum.org/

PANCING AT
FESTIVAL HORROR

Shane Collinslast years May Day pro-cannabis
carnival arganiser at Clapham Common,has been
summoned to appear in court for the most hideous
of crimes, having too much fun Apparently 30-40
people out of 15000 were dancing without a li-
cense-BASTARDS! Despite no complaints from the
local residents, Lambeth Council have decided to
bring this undesireable to justice. Shane is to appear
at Balham Magistrates on Thursday 20th January
1pm 217 Balham High Rd.SW17. He could face a
fine of £20,000 or 6 months inside.For further info

ing 0181-671-5936

emember Jill Phipps?
Jill Phipps was killed on 1st February 1995,
crushed to death by a lorry carrying veal calves o
Coventry airport, She was part of the campaign to
stop the live export trade, in which week old calves
are exported to France or Holland whete they are
reared in the appalling conditions necessary to pro-
duce white veal. Theres a vigil to remember Jill on
Sunday 30th January. Meet ourside M Yates & Sons,
opposite Manor Inn pub, Fridythorpe on the A166
York to Brdlington Road. Tel 01482 899580

SchNEWS in brief
Keith Campbell one of the creators of “Dolly
the sheep” is giving an illustrated talk ar the
Gardner Arts Centre, University of Sussex on
Monday the 24 January at 7pm, touting his book
“The Second Creation”, ** Cornerhouse have a
new pamphlet out entitlted *How not to Reduce
Plutonium Stocks” full of all the info you need
on the dangers of nuclear reactors. Available from
PO Box 3137, Station Road, Sturminster New-
ton, Dorser, DT10 1Y]. ** Foxhunters every-
where may be set to hang up their red coats and
don green ones in a move that they believe will
make them less objectionable to the general pub-
lic! ** The Hull Schnews fan club tells us that
there is a new autonomous centre called MA-
FIA, standing for Music, Arts, Food, Info and
Action. Find them at the Old Balt House on
Springbank or contact Hull Mafia
Thotmail.com,** More good news from Dover!
Nick Hudson, editor of the Dover Express has
not only been sacked, but also slapped! Appar-
ently Nick got involved in a heated debate at a
party as to whether rascists should be allowed to
dance to reggae music!** There’s an all London
march against racist police frame-up and murder
on Saturday 22nd January. Meet 12 noon at Wood
Green Common (Wood Green tube) then march
to Tottenham Police Station ** After the Seattle
hangover, there will be a public meeting with vid-
eas and speakers on Thurs 3*' Feb at Bpm at St
Stephens Church Hall, Chessingham Road, Lewi-
sham.** Oh vicious Zapatistas! Members of
the revolutionairy Mexican Zapatista Air Force,
have attacked the Federal Army Encampment
with paper acroplanes carrying messages such as
“Suh:{i‘ers, we know that poverty has made you
sell your lives and souls.” ** Pedal powered
PA’s children’s pedal generators and recycled com-
puter parts will be on display at the Campaign
for Real Events,4th Pedal Power
Convention,Sunday 30th January 12.00 tll 6pm
R.1.S.C. 35-39 London Street Reading Cafe Open
- and it’s free **. Don't scoff yer budgies!The
State Duma of Russia, the lower house of
Parliament has passed an animal rights Bill banning
people from eating their pers Their children have
no such protection,

CAMP CALL OUT

People are needed to defend mature oak trees™
and network of runnels ar Gorse wood, near
Chelmsford, Essex, threatended by the building 2
six lane bypass, 800 houses and a golf course. The
camp, currently under the threat of eviction, is be-
hind Rettendon church on the A130 between
Chelmsford and Basildon. Plenty of sleeping space,
bring useful tat. Site mobile 07957 915977

* Latest news from the camp in Essex where
they are trying to stop Countryside Residential
(Notth Thames Ltd, based in Basildon) from
trashing a wildlife rich area between ancient wood-
lands for 66 luxury houses, The site contains en-
dangered species such as great crested newts and is
being cleared even though the legal agreements with
Rochford District Council have yet to be signed.
Intetestingly no one seems to be able to get hold of
the local police officer responsible for enforcing the
Wildlife Protection Act ... and it turns out Country-
side Residential have been funding the Essex Wild-
life Trust.

As SchNEWS went to press contractors are clear-
ing the land around the camp and have cut into
Section 6 (squatted) land. Extra people desperately
needed to help stop the clearance. They are also
calling on groups up and down the country to pro-
test at Countryside Residential estates being buile
around the country,

ubseribe! - - . o o o LTS OTR N6 _
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HAMMERED

On February 1" 1999, Two members of th
Aldermaston Women's Trash Trident affinity gta
swam through water in Barrow-in-Furness to ca
damage and disarm specially designed radar e
ment on the fourth Trident submarine. Rosie:
Rachel are charged with committing £100.0
damage. That’s a mere 7.5 percent of the st
ing cost of the Millenium Dome. Can we
hammer to that? Their trial begins on 24"
at Lancaster Crown Court. Get there and
them some support. This is an important t
Rosie and Rachel will be defending themse
ing both moral arguments and nternational |
about nuclear weapons.

* Meanwhile... On Valentine’s Day a day
blockade of Faslane Naval Base is pla
Ploughshares and other anti-nuclear groups.
Brighton Peace Centre for transport details
spread some and love amongst the
Trident Ploughshares: (1603 611953 or vi
Wiebsite on http:/ /www.gn.apc.org/ tp2(

TIME-PEACE

Meanwhile The National Peace Coun
launching a “peace clock™ to measute our p
towards the eventual abolinon of war. The
was inspired by the ‘bulletin of atomic
back in 1945 when they began publishing a °d
day clock * on the cover of their journal o
how close the world was to a nuclear hol
The hands of the peace clock will move fo
and back at indications such as the n
countries signing key international treaties.
hands have been set at one hour to mi
we at the eleventh hour on our way to &
without war?

* Por an epic millennium read, forget Wag
Peace, read ‘Bloody Hell’ by Dan Hallock.
the true story of the military machine
counts from veterans of every major war d
tury revealing some of the horror. Tel Ploug
lishing House, 08000
www. WARisHELL,.com.

* Keep up to date with the latest infor
the peace movement with the new magainzin
the new Natonal Peace Council magazine
Movement'. For details ring the NPC 020760
{r

LLL)
“We are no longer prawns of the goves
we are now prawns in our own right,” says o
ple’s Republic of Ashurst Wood Nati
{(Prawns.) The East Sussex hamlet has d
dependence from the UK and erected a
border posts and demanded “foreigners
visas for entry - “your UK passpott means
here”, SchNEWS was told by a spoke
declaration of independence reads in p
formerly oppressed and unjustly taxed p
and of right ought to be free and indepes
they are absolved from all allegiance to the
Greart Britain* A letter was sent to HMQ
no reply, though interested anarchists
phoning from the continent, and a visiting
from Russia invited King Prawn Mark o
In 979 King Fithelred was thought to have
the Village after waking up on the funeral
before it was lir, and he granted them in
from taxation.
wwwashdownforest.couk

disclaimer 3

SchNEWSs warns all claimants? not to.
worked up about the body zone but get
job in the rwilight zone making sure yo
enous zone isn’t unemployed, then yo
content. Honest!

, Brighton, East Sussex, BN22



Gorse Wood protest camp, Essex /
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“| must have seen more than 500 very sick patients

who are hyper-sensitive to electromagnitsm and lots

more who are more moderately affected. Just as our

bodies have evolved to respond to light, sound or heat,

they have evolved to respond to the earth’'s magnetic

field. The increasing number of man-made fields [mo-

biles/VDU's etc] is creating an electromagnetic smog

which interferes with this and which | believe is very ;

damaging to us all in the long term.” Fiant. THE Puenbuic AT oUR

LBCAL AVTOMBMOUS SQUAT CENTRE
DR JEAN MUNRO. ALEC INVOLVED SAVING THE WHALE. ,

The disco at the
Moltsfield low-impact
OUhalet Community,
Gower, Wales.
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Where Do You Want To Grow Today?
{

known as Larson A
has already collapsed
into the sea, while huge cracks have begun to appe
Larson B. Almost 2,000 square miles of Antarcti
south eastern tip has melted throughout the past y:
and an iceberg larger than London is currently driftin
towards the Argentinean coast.

From Our Correspondence

Like its European neighbours, Britain has experiencel
its fair share of floods, droughts, coastal erosion
gales. The total cost of weather claims in Britain
1998 was £663 million, with some sections of the M
lands being hit by severe flooding three times. Last y
began with the worst floods to hit North Yorkshire in-
years, and continued to throw up extraordinary natu
anomalies such as invasic

ognition duri { cen-
tury, and one that will severely
test the human race’s ability to
adapt and survive. The Met
Office has predicted an in-
crease in Britain's average
temperature of up to 3'C by
the end of the next century,
and a sea level rise of between
2 and 10 centimetres.

“It doesn’t seem that much of
a difference when you com-
pare it to day to day weather
variability,” says Prof. Phil
Jones, from the Climate Re-
search Unit. “But our esti-
mates of how cold it was dur-
ing the last Ice Age - that it
was about somewhere be-
tween 5-6j C colder than to-
day, means we're talking
about a rise that will have oc-

curred between 1900 and 2100 bells for the future.

WOE ZONE

Massive ozone hole observed
over the Arctic.
Anintemational group of scientists measuring the
earth's Ozone layer have recorded a two third
decrease in the earth’s Ozone layer over the Arc-
tic. Caused by man made pollution, the losses
mean that the Ozone layer over Europe - which
protects the earth from the sun’s uliraviolet ra-
diation will be thinner over the next few weeks
leading to more of the kind of global warfming
which has been breaking up both Arctic and Ant-
arctic iceshelves. The most dramatic ozone de-
pletion oceurs over the Antarctic, where British
scientists observed a hole the size of the US
and as deep as Everest in 1985. The latest ozone
depletions come as a result of man made pollu-
tion nearly forty years ago and is sounding alarm

of jellyfish, and plankt
blooms the size of Cornwall.

Throughout the past ten ye

Britain has endured four out
five of the hottest years &
recorded over a 330-year
riod. Scientists from the U
versity of East Anglia ha
observed that this warn
weather has radically alt
the migratory habits of bi
such as swallows. Trees
coming into leaf much ear
and increasing numbers of
ien’ insects and spiders h
colonised southern Eng
Huge numbers of termites
north Devon have been fe
ing on timber causing ha
to homes, whilst the rotung
black and brown spider (on
the ‘False Widow' spiders
bite from which can cause ¢

of about nearly 3j C, which is

siderable pain, has also m

half way to an Ice Age but in
the opposite direction.”

Natural disasters are increasing at a terrifying rate, both
here and abroad. In 1998 the world suffered more than
twice as much environmental damage as during the en-
tire decade of the 1980's, at a cost of £142.4 billion,
According to the Worldwatch Institute, 54 countries suf-
fered from floods and 45 from severe drought.

The polar ice caps, which are particularly sensitive to
global climate change, are melting at an alarming rate.
In Antarctica, which has experienced a rapid tempera-
ture rise of 2.5; C over the last 50 years, the ice shelf

an appearance.

Even the Great British cod'n’chips is under threat.
C rise in winter North Sea temperatures during the
six years has disrupted the breeding patterns of c@
and whiting, causing stocks to plummet and promp!
the EU to slash catch quotas for 2000. At the sarr
time, exotic species such as red mullet, octopus
even Great White sharks have started to inhabit Briti
waters.

Far from lending our climate a pleasant Mediterran
feel - a misconception based on the prediction that Soutf
ern England will become frost-free by the end of th



next century - some scientists are warning that climate
change could plunge Northern Europe into a mini Ice
Age. Melt water from the Arctic could, they say, weaken
and eventually shut down the Guif Stream which draws
up warm salty water from the tropics. A testament to
the present effectwe ess of the Gulf Stream in warm-

) e fact that Britain shares
'pot the same icy win-

ar, from where we
4 the politicians

population increase,
ome down in certain
ond is degradation of
ages of water and the
5 the destruction of bio-

climate change™

The North West became the first region in Europe to
complete such a study. It recognised that climate change
is already a fact of life. Sea levels at Liverpool, it said,
have been rising by 1 cm per decade and average tem-
peratures have been increasing consistently since the
1960s. It pinpointed potential benefits from ‘global warm-
ing' such as lower winter heating bills and higher incomes
from tourism (‘cafe society'), as well as detrimental ef-
fects such as coastal erosion (“managed retreat is a
serious policy option, but will be controversial"), the in-
creased likelihood of flood and storm damage, and a
possible future difficulty in obtaining re-insurance cover.
It underlined “the very real need to prepare for an uncer-
tain future as climate change continues.”

A £25 million government ad campaign was launched to
encourage us to ‘do our bit' by car sharing, recycling
household waste, and taking a shower instead of a bath.
In stark contrast to the scare tactics employed by the
Tories over Aids awareness, New Labour's approach
seems to be to tickle us into a more responsible atti-
tude towards the environment. In one ad a woman ca-
reers down stairs on a death slide and proceeds to turn
down her central heating.

In March 1999, the Chancellor Gordon Brown announced
Britain’s greenest budget, with 17 measures designed
to tackle our over-dependency on the

Despite the best efforts of a tiny but
noisy band of climate sceptics, such
as Richard North- and Dennis Avery,
who continue to muddy the waters, the
Government now accept ‘the very real
threat’ that climate change will repre-
sent in the 21st Century and has be-
gun to face up to what it describes as

“difficult choices”. SO, X

| wHY WERE
GETTING

THIS WEIRD

WERTHER?

Last October, the Environment
Agency, which estimates that 1.3 mil-
lion British homes are currently at risk
from flooding, launched a £2million
flood awareness campaign called
FloodLine. Speaking at the launch was
the Rev. Graham St. John, who was

car, a major source of carbon dioxide
and an essential nut to crack if Brit-
ain is to meet its target of a 20 per
cent reduction in CO2 emissions by
2010.

Of these measures, the introduction of
a six per cent road fuel duty has proved
the most controversial, whipping up the
full fury of the Road Haulage Associa-
tion, and bringing hundreds of block-
ading lorry drivers onto the streets of
London, their banners proclaiming
‘PRESCOTT - AS YOU SCUBA DIVE,
UKHAULIERS DIVE INTO THE RED!"
(a reference to the | _‘ uty Prime Min-

one of ten thousand people affected

by Britain's most devastating flood
which hit Northampton in 1998, killing two people and de-
stroying 2,500 homes and businesses.

“What can you say to the couple | was only speaking to
last week?” he asked the assembled media. "Aged 80,
they'd spent eight and half-hours perched on top of their
kitchen work surfaces waiting to be rescued. She was
sitting on the cooker. Her husband was sitting there with
his legs dangling in sewerage-strewn freezing cold wa-
ter. There was no escape from it.”

The Government has also initiated a number of studies
into the effects of climate change on a regional basis
across all sectors. These include Wales, Cornwall, Scot-
land, East Anglia, the Northwest, and the Southeast.
As their findings emerge, our understanding of the ex-
tent to which climate change will transform Britain dur-
ing the coming century will become more sophisticated.

Eight months on,
the government’s green ¢
Court action against t
their failure to prote
rine species from t
Atlantic Frontier.

“We exposed the o
ment policy,” says
of Greenpeace UK.
should cut down the
climate and wildlife,
fossil fuel industry te
can regardless of the

In October 1999 the Met Off e prediction
that if the international commul curb greenhouse
gas emissions large parts of South America and southern




al forests by the 2080’s. Eighty
d be flooded each year due
ie three billion people could

“The radiative ther-
se effect [The what?!

‘manifest thems!
at society e
today will

y are occur-
02 we emit-
World War.”
o prevent severe
ongoing clif disruption cannot be
taken soon enough.

WE KEEP DRILLING SO
YOU CAN KEEP DRIVING

American cars and industry currently
belch out 25% of the greenhouse gas-
ses which cause climate change, yet
American society only amounts to

four per cent of the world’s popula- pay the price of sprinklings of scigntiﬁc gobbledeg
tion. Perhaps it's no surprise there- . - not a lot, says Charlie Kronick
fore, to learn that the US government Global Climate Change the Climate Action Network.

And let our children

Do we have to take difficult decisions about levels of pre
tection which may mean that we leave some peopl
posed simply because it would cost too much to p
them with an absolute level of protection? So thes
questions we have to address.”

No one can accurately predict the socio-economic
of climate change. However, as Hurricane Mitch
Orissa cyclone, and, more recentl
Mozambique floods have so ruthl
demonstrated, many thousands will
doubtedly lose their homes and liveél
Whole countries

could become uninhabitable. On
again, food shortages could exacei
an array of historical tensions and
sentments. Water wars, environmer
refugees, and the spread of dise
such as malaria and dengue fev
could cripple entire continents.

So what, if anything, is your aver:
person supposed to make of |
Given the extent to which the d
around climate change has largely
conducted above our heads with lib

is most resistant to international
agreements designed to limit the level of greenhouse
gas emissions.

So, as the world wakes up to the realities of climate
change, a key question emerges: Do the politicians of
the rich North have the will to risk political suicide by
forcing their populations to curb lifestyles based on self-
ishness and greed?

“The Age of Consumerism has lead us to Climate
Change,” observes Sir Sonny Ramphel, the former Com-
monwealth Secretary General. “To roll back the dangers,
we have got to undo some of the worst aspects of con-
sumerism. And that means a change in lifestyles. The
politicians who, in democratic societies, go to the polls
promising the moon and the stars, conscious that they
cannot fulfil them, are not about to turn around and say
‘What | promise you is less of the same’. Until we de-
velop the moral stature at the political level to the peo-
ple of the rich world, we really will not be facing up to
the challenges of Climate Change.'

Like Sir Sonny Ramphel, Dr. Mick Kelly, from the Cli-
mate Research Unit, senses the need for “a new kind of
politician - a politician that’s concerned about the next
generation. How our children will fair as we move into
the 21st Century.”

But as society moves beyond a purely preventative ap-
proach to climate change, and steps up the process of
actually dealing with the symptoms, there is, he recog-
nises, the potential for an entirely new set of political chal-
lenges. “The challenge now is can we actually protect the
whole population, even though that may prove very costly?

“If any global issue has been dogged by the democr
deficit, it's climate change. People you don't know, |
telling you things you don't understand, about a
lem you can’t be sure you have, and instructing
do things (like drive less or use less energy) thaty
feel that you can't achieve. 1
It is soul destroying, dis-empowering and has e co
aged a complete opt out on the part of the public.”

He continues: ‘Climate change as an issue has be
dominated by the experts, whether from governme
the scientific establishment or environment grou
have any relevance beyond this ghetto, it will n
register within real communities, with real people, ¥
are willing to make real change happen.”

For a fuller version of this article which includes stal
tics on major climactic events in the UK since 19
on to the features page at www.squall.co.uk

THAWS FOR THOUGHT

Global warming produces record break""l
ing iceberg

b

One of the largest icebergs ever recorded has bro-
ken away from the Ross lce Shelf in Antarctica, |
The iceberg is over 183 miles long and 22 miles
wide, covering an area the size of East Anglia. Itis |
the latest Antarctic breakaway thought to be oc- |
curring because of global warming.
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“The prime minister is backing a project
that woulcl be a disaster for the environ-
ment, a tragedy for local people, and a
(hreat to peace.”

Tony Juniper, Friends of the Earth

SchNEWS ain’t having a Turkish ** but
the planned Ilisu Dam, in South-East Tur-
key could well be “the biggest corruption
scandal in western Europe” (George
Monbiot). The hydro-electric dam will flood
82 Kurdish villages and 15 towns. One of
these is Hasankeyef, one of the most ancient
weitlements in the world. It is the only town
in the region to survive the middle ages, pro-
lected so tightly by planning laws that ho-
tels are not even allowed to be built for the
hoards of visiting tourists. The Kurds regard
this city as their cultural heartland and see
this project as a political tool to continue to
pthnically cleanse them from Turkey. One
ungry Kurd commented “By destroying

boi &%Kmmmw v
. About 1 are to
m their homes and land without compen-
mition, and another 20,000 will have their lives
disrupted. At least 19 Kurdish villages in the
feservoir area have already been cleared at

l:npnuu and then bumt. Disagreeing with
dam’s construction has been outlawed.
se, surprise, there is no resettlement

for the dispossessed.

There is also the added fear that Turkey
mllhnve&:meammmoffﬂnwmm%ly
10 Syria and Iraq once the dam is built.
lsue has already been identified as a poten-
Hlal cause of war in the region. Boutros Boutros-
Wl,fmmﬁm—mﬁﬂoﬁ&cwm

Mated that, “The next war in the Middle East
Will be fought over water, not politics.”

Top cabinet ministers, including Robin
Cook, Stephen Byers and fat controller
John Prescott, have advised against the
dam. Even those environmentally chal-
lenged people at the World Bank are refus-
ing to have anything to do with the project.
The Bank admits that the plan violates the
LN Convention drawn up to prevent bor-
der disputes and wars between states that
share water resources. If it violates World
Bank *ethical’ policy (?1), just who is pre-
pared to get involved...and why?!

Balfour Beatty and
Tony Biair...come on déwnlll
Balfour Beatty have become the New
chums of the Labour crew. One of its execu-
tives was seconded to the Dept of Trade
and Industry’s “innovation unit”, while Sir
Malcolm Bates, architect of the Private Fi-
nance Initiative (see SChNEWS 219), and
one of Blair’s heroes, was chosen as the
ideal man to chair London Transport. Until
his appointment, he was a director of BICC-
the nt company of Balfour Beatty.
. what nasty tangled webs they weave!
Who's Bnlfour Beatty? They are the
lovely company that built roads like the
A30 in Devon. They also played a part in
the Pergau Dam fiasco in Malaysia, which
never worked but gave the government the
opportunity to sell the Malaysians arms.
As for Tony Blair’s involvement. .. issues
such as Turkey’s desire to become part of
the European Union, and the fear of losing
money gained by extensive arms sales to a
Nato ally were clearly too ing for him
to risk upsetting the Turkish Government.
Don’t worry about the 20,000 people set to
have their lives disrupted, Tony, we’re sure
they'll manage somehow!
In order for the Ilisu dam to comply with
European Law, the government needed to
provide an environmental assessment of the
dam. The documents revealed the devastat-
ing environmental impact of the dam and
the expected human rights violations. But
all this now means nothing as the final envi-
ronmental assessment report will be pre-
pared by none oter than... Balfour Beatty!
™ ™ WEDON'TBYATT MRWIMP |
iThnmc.sWam hudecuiedmﬂswud(mtnml
| 1,000 jobs over the next five years. Welsh Water |
| 600 jobs. Sevem-Trent Waer 1,100 jobs. Are
they skint or bastards?Apparently the
Iatter. This all arose due to regulators asking for |
|b1]Jredudams One,nmmlyMrBym,lcm\m|
Iai’feclwnat:ly in the trade as “water |
wimp“violently responded by speaking through
| a spokesman saying “There is nothing we can |
| do”Water wanker! No wonder Ofwat employed |
pmﬁi on every £100 bill.

Feeling outraged at these projects? Did
you realise that you have, and will be, actu-
ally helping to fund them? Welcome to
the world of the Export Credit Guarantee

This is a cheeky little scam that provides
insurance for companies operating abroad.
If the host country doesn’t pay, the 3
meaning the taxpayers, foot the bill. The De-
then uses its muscle, backed by the
govt, to force the reluctant country to reim-
burse it with interest effectively acting as a
glohldebtwllmﬁ)annshwtpomuons

The Department kindly refuses to take so-
cial, human or environmental rights into ac-
count to leave it up to the host coun-

try. George Monbiot has described them as,
“the biggest threat to sustainability and so-
cial justice on earth...lt pursues it's money
with ruthless determination, even when the
debts were incurred for projects crawling with

corruption [t is responsible for 95%
of the debt owed by Southem countries to the
British Government.”

Want to hear more? This nasty, secre-
tive little lot is at present backing two nu-
clear power plants in China and supported
the Nathpa Dam in India. And it gets worse!
British Aerospace’s sale of 40 Hawk jets to
Indonesia was insured by the Department.

DAMNED STUPID

Another controversial dam is the one on
the Narmada River in Ind.m. the val-
ley into a series of reservoirs. It will affect
the lives of 25 million people who live in
the valley, and will submerge and destroy
4,000 square kilometres of deciduous wood-
land. The Narmada Bachao Andolan (Save
Narmada Movement) have been fighting
against the proposed dams for the past 14
years. Arundhati Roy, the Booker Prize win-
ning author who was arrested last week for
her part in the anti-dam demonstrations,
describes the effects of such developments
in her book ‘The Greater Common Good',
“Big Dams are obsolete...They're
undemocratic. .. There was a time when Big
Dams moved men to poetry, Not any longer.
All over the world thete is a movement
growing against Big Dam

SchNews Vocab Watch

* Kurdish-Dam is not Cockney Rhyming
Slang for Kurdistan. Kurdistan is the area
Kurdish people have inhabited for over 4,000
yrs. It was carved up by French & British
colonialists in a 1923 treaty after the collapse
of the Ottoman empire to become parts of Iran,
Irag, Syria and Turkey.

** Turkish-Bath — Cockney Rhyming Slang
for Laugh

* Kurdistan Solidarity Committee Trade
Union Group, Tel: 0171 250 1317

CANTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION




Occidental Damage

“We will in no way sell our Mother Earth, to
do so would be to give up our work of collabo-
rating with the spirits to protect the heart of the
world, which sustains and gives life to the rest
of the universe, it would be to go against our
own origins, and those of all existence.”

Statement of the U"wa People, August 1998,

The U’wa of the Colombian cloud forest are
in a life-and-death struggle to protect their tra-
ditional culture and sacred homeland from
Occidental (Oxy) Petroleum’s proposed oil drill
site. 200 of the U’wa people are occupying the
drilling site and thousands more will join them
at any sign of activity. The U’wa's opposition
to the oil project is so strong that they have
vowed to commit collective suicide if
Occidental Petroleum and the Colombian gov-
ernment proceed with the project on their an-
cestral lands. Throughout Colombia, oil is
linked with violence and terror.

The U’wa people’s struggle exploded into
the public arena last March with the murders
in Colombia of three American indigenous
rights activists. One of them Terence Freitas
was a founder of the U’wa Defense Working
Group and had devoted the last two years of
his life to supporting the tribe in their campaign
to stop Occidental’s oil project.

“ ..we ask that our brothers and sisters from
other races and cultures unite in the struggle
that we are undertaking...we believe that this
struggle has to become a global crusade to de-
fend life.” - Statement of the U’'wa people

One of Oceidential’s largest sharcholders is
Boston-based financial giant Fidelity Invest-
ments. Fidelity have been given a deadline of
the 1st March to either convince Oceidential to
cancel the project or show that they will not
invest in genocide. Ironically, Fidelity’s slogan
is, “We help you invest responsibly.”

There’s a day of action on 3rd February. Fur-
ther info: www.ran.org.

FISTFUL OF DOLLARS

The capital of Ecuador has been brought toa
standstill by thousands of indigenous locals who
are protesting against the worsening economic
situation in the country. The local currency, the
sucre has collapsed from being worth 7000 to
the dollar, to over 25,000 and many previously
owned state companies have been privatized
in the pursuit of more profit. Indigenous peo-
ple make up over a fifth of the population of
Ecuador, but are among the most impoverished
and repressed sections of society. The Presi-
dent of Ecuador also recently announced the
‘dollarisation” of Ecuador’s economy, mean-
ing that the dollar would replace the sucre.

This was the final straw for millions who were
fed up with the country’s neo-liberal policies,
and lack of real democracy. So they formed the
confederation of the indigenous nationalities
of Ecuador ~-CONAIE. This operates as an al-
ternative people’s parliament and believes in
decentralizing power to the country’s 21 re-
gions, Mass protests are bringing the country
to a standstill, with protestors blocking roads
and teaming up with striking oil workers to try
and cut off the country’s fuel supplies. Over
45,000 cops and troops have heen mobilized
to confront the protestors in the capital, but the
Indians are refusing to leave or to negotiate with
the president, who they don’t consider to be
president anyway!

Info is still sketchy about just what is going
on at the moment, but check out www.coli_uni-
sh.de/~pietsch/kosovo/

§ub.9cn'be’
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SchNEWS in brief

Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin, a former Black Pan-
ther who has previously been imprisoned for
his struggle for the Black community, is coming
to the UK as part of the MayDay 2000 Festi-
val. He plans to do a tour speaking of his life,
struggles and beliefs. If anyone is interested in
arranging a venue or putting Lorenzo up during
his stay, contact MayDay 2000, London WCIN
3IXX, Tel: 020 8374 5027 ** There will be a
public meeting entitled “People and Protest”
discussing the war against capitalism with a
slant on the Seattle protests, It's at 8pm on
Thursday 3rd February at Middle Street Pri-
mary School Hall, Middle Street, Brighton.**
The Museum of London is holding an unusu-
ally radical exhibition called “Message to the
Mayor: Don’t Sterilise our City”™. It plans to
draw the Mayoral candidates’ attentions to is-
sues regarding the state of the city including
‘Keep Our Caﬁilal Messy’. It runs from 11th
Jan to 20th Feb. Tel: 0171 814 5500 ** An in-
quest into the murder of Diarmuid O*Neill,
shot and killed by the Metropolitan Police dur-
ing a raid on his home on 23rd September 1996,
begins at Kingston Crown Court on Jan 31st.
Justice for Diarmuid O'Neill Campaign, BM
Box D. O'Neill, London WCIN 3XX.** The
Smash Genetix 20, who were in court this week
for a proposed three week trial over alledgedly
trashing an AgrEvo GM maize site last year,
were out of court after 1 1/2 days! After a plea
bargain, 11 were bound over to keep the peace
for twelve months. The remaining nine received
either one year conditional discharges, or £200
fines. ** There’s a meeting against the Terror-
ism Bill Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
Holborn, 26th January, 6:30pm ** Campaign
Against Arms Trade women’s network are meet-
ing on Saturday 29th 2-5 pm at Conway Hall,
Red Lion Square, Holbom to plan an event for
International Women's Day in March Tel 0171
281 4369

GET OFF THE 28 BUS!

Outrage! are calling fora boycott of all Stage-
coach bus and train services, after the compa-
nies chairman Brian Souter gave more than
£500,000 through his charitable foundation to
the Scottish Schoolboards Association. The
money will fund a T.V. and advertising campaign
against the repeal of section 28 in Scotland — the
law which prevents schools and teachers pro-
moting homosexuality.

Brian Souter’s a lovely bloke: New Labour
sypporter, committed Christian, and rampant
capitalist who has made his millions by buying
up bus and rail systems as they become
privitised, with operations in China, Brazil,
U.S., Canada, and New Zealand.

An example of just how the firm made it’s
millions can be seen in Darlington, where a Mo-
nopolies and Mergers Commission report called
their activities “predatory, deplorable and against
the public interest”. The 90-year-old municipal
Darlington Transport found that its drivers were
poached and Stagecoach arrived two minutes ear-
lier at bus stops offering free trips. Darlington
Transport went bust, Stagecoach raised the fares
and cashed in.

Since then they've been the subject of § other
reporis from Monopolies & Mergers and 24
inquiries by the Office of Fair Trading.

Repeal of section 28 is supported by organisa-
tions like the Children First and Childline and
most of MPs in the new Scottish parliament. But
a spokesman for the Souter Foundation reckons
that “this is about democracy.” And moral de-
cency perhaps as well? Something Souter and his
Stagecoach cronies know all about.
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PARTYALLWEEKLO

It's been a good week to boogie, fi
heard the government was gonna be grac
enough to allow us to dance on Sundays. |
Home Office Minister responsible for relax
the 200 year old Sunday Observance Al
viously has the funk saying, “If people
bit of Sunday night fever, that's fine with
Better news was to come when Shane Coll
organiser of the May Day Cannabis Fes
Clapham Common, faced getting on down
a 6 months prison sentence and a £20.00
because people danced at last year’s evi
out a license. On Thursday Shane was
not guilty and awarded court costs of
travelcards.(It’s estimated Lambeth
spent £12,000). He'll probably still be cel
ing on the 6th May when the next ‘S
Bear’ festival will be held at Kennington

* Boo! This years Ambient Picnic in G
ford has been cancelled by the Guildfi
harmonic (they have a concert the night be
the Picnic and the Ambient organisers §
the staging costs). Apparently, last year
harmonic went over-budget, and so ha
cided to have a “tribute-band”™ gig inst
the Sunday to pay off the debt.

CLIFF’S DYING FLAA

Plans for a Flame of Hope, lit by S
Richard, that was to last all year to rem
people of Birmingham of Jesus Christ
burnt out when the beacon went out after
couple of weeks because someone had
ten to order enough gas! Prior to ligh
flame on New Year's Eve, an excited CI
“It's great to know that...a Flame of Ho
burn throughout the Millennium year.”
SchNEWS spoke with Cliff this week, he tol
“The Church will always be full of gas,
bottle isn’t.” Never mind, Cliff, you could
take a match to ‘Millennium Prayer” i

Davos Station

The city of Davos has announced thi
won 't tolerate planned protests during the.
in which the World Economic Forum
at the Swiss winter resort (see Schnew:
Thousands of policemen, private s
guards and military will transform
place in the swiss mountains into a hi
rity area. Anti-WTO-Koordination,
based in Bern, has announced its
*“against this decision which is a clear ¥
tion of our civil rights.” Demos are still
for 29 January. Meet at Davos train sta
pm. www.reitschule.ch/reitschule/anti-
mail them at fantasia39@hotmail.com

..and fina
Fucking Tourist:

Tourists are causing a lot of anxiety -
costing money - to a tiny village where
keep disappearing. What do the signs.
“Welcome to Fucking, Austria.”

Pronounced “fooking,” the little
Fucking is named after the man who
the village in the 6th century. His name? Fi

The town sign has been stolen seven
in the last few months. With signs costs
eral hundred dollars apiece. much of
town’s budget is being spent replacing the
says Siegfried Hoeppel, the Mayor of F
He went on to express his hope that
thefts will be avoided through the use:
creased concrete and ... bigger screws,

disclaimer
SchNEWS warns all readers that those dam
beavering awny again 5o if you've got a reservoir of!
bung & cork in their stuice gate cansing & log-jam
- -

gaéyabla to Justice?) Ask for “Originals
00, Brighton, East Sussex, BNZ 2DX
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TRIPS, D.N.A. &

“Right now, the US is supporting a loop-
hole so large that ship-loads of genetically
engineered grain could go through there.”

ORGASMS

Surprise, surprise! The first major interna-
Yonal trade talks since the Seattle debacle look
set to fall apart, just like the stomachs of the
poor bastards eating the crap.
. Representatives of 150 nations began talks
In Montreal on Monday in another attempt
I0 come to an agreement which would regu-
lite trade in Genedcally Modified foods.
However, the 11.S, and four other nations in
the so-called Miami “Mice” Group, Canada,
Australia, Argentina, Chile and Uruguay —
busically the world’s biggest grain exporters

plus their lobbying mates from the Global
Industry Coalition representing 2,200 bio-
joch companies worldwide, are once again
irying to put the boot into any agreement

The European ministers arrived at the talks
i Wednesday, except for the French minis-
tor who thought there was more chance on
him dining on British beef than this bunch
uf G.M. freaks coming to a consensus. One
118, official put it more bluntly: “It would be
i miracle if we succeed in hammering out an
Wpereement,” Meanwhile, the Tralian minister,
Lontrary to popular belief did not surrender
when he saw the protesters, but was in fact at
home with the flu.

PIE THE GM GUY!

Proponents of biotechnology were hold-
ing 1 news conference to extol the virtues
Wl genetically altered food when a pie-wield-
Ing protester found his mark. “Down with
biotechnology!” the assailant shouted. “We
have to eat those foods — not youl” Joyce
{iroote, the receiver of this well aimed flan
wtnted “art least it was to my taste™ Unlike
the shite he throws at us.
In London banners bearing the slogan
ene dictators - the world is watching” were
hung outside Canada House, with the area
being symbolically sealed with biohazard
tape by protesters in decontamination suits.
- Anti-GM activists around the globe also
jnined the demonstrations this week, with
~ i march in Montreal and actions as far afield
u South Korea and Australia.
With massive pressures from consumers
Furopean Union ministers are pushing for
" glear labelling on foods. They are part of
the ‘like-minded” group (many of whom

are ‘third world’ countries) representing
over a hundred nations, who are arguing
for the right to be informed of and refuse
to import genetically modified foods, seeds
and other GM products. The US reckon
not only-will this break ‘free trade’ rules
but will cost them billions of dollars just
to sepefate GM and non GM food. Our
genetically modified hearts bleed.
And if an agreement is signed? Well, the
US could once again use the strong arm
tactics of the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) to say that the agreement was a bar-
rier to trade. The stakes are high with the
bio-technology industry worth billions,
and the US complaining that it is already
losing £120 million annually because of the
European Unions resistance to GM foods,
But force feeding us all frankenstein fod-
der will not go down well with the public,
and will make the WTO, sull shaky after
the kicking it got in Seattle (see ScChNEWS
240) about as popular as a socialist at a New
Labour Conference

Look out for the Trade Related Interna-
nonal Properry rights ralks in Geneva, in Febru-
ary, TRIPS (not as fun as they sound) give the
multinationals the right to patent life. They're
aleeady selling living organisms and robbing in-
digenous people of their DNA, Warch out for
protests in Geneva. Hooray!

* Genetic Engineering Network (GEN),PO
Box 9656, London N4 4]Y,Tel 0208 374
9516  www.geneticsaction.org.uk/proto-
col

* ‘Animal feed and genetic enginecring’
available for 40p SAE to Corporate
Wartch, 16b Cherwell St., Oxford, OX4
IBG  www.corporatewaich.org

LEARN TO DESK TOP PUBLISH
FOR SCHNEWS!

SchNEWS needs more people to DTP
the SchNEWS on Thursdays.

The next training day is Tuesday, Febru-
ary 8th between 11 and 4. We can handle
just 4 people and serious jobseekers
should know how to find, open and save
a file in Wnidows 95. Call us and book
your place now.

Sarah Newport, Friends of the Earth

MIAMI MICE

“The Biosafety talks have been stalled
for too long. ..if the Miami Group wants
to remain isolated, so be it. The rest of
the world cannot be their hostage for-
ever’. Benny Haerlin,Greenpeace

At the international trade talks in
Seattle an attempt was made to form a
“biotech working group”™ within the
World Trade Organisation. This would
mean that trade in genetically modified
organisms would fall under WTO regu-
lations. Luckily for people who eat
food, this motion was defeated. If no
protocol agreement is reached in Mon-
treal by Saturday, talks will continue in
Nairobi in May — a less friendly atmos-
phere for U.S. based multinationals.

WOT A RELIEF!

Midland Expressway Limited (MEL), the
company behind the Birmingham Northern
Relief Road, are in a lirtde financial strife
thanks to a long public enquiry and the occu-
pation of the site by protesters. Aftera 3 year
delay the cost of the road has doubled, and
now MEL is being relicved by a shortlist of
eight of yer favourite banks. MEL are look-
ing for a litrle spare change from the banks,
somewhere in the region of L700million, to
make sure the road goes ahead. As Birming-
ham Friends of the Earth points out * In-
vestment into this road is the achilies heel for
the Highways Agency and the Department
of the Environment.”

* The HOCKLEY protest camp in Essex,
set up to prevent 66 loxury houses being built
on greenbelt land, are in court today (Friday)
and expecting eviction within the next 2 weeks.
Legal aid for an appeal has been mysteriously
withdrawn, but a friendly local lawyer has of-
fered his services for free. Tel 0831 717815 or
check out wwwangelfire.com/mt/GBH

* Clearance work has started on the Glen
of the Downs protest site near Dublin, The
nature reserve is being destroyed so a road
can be widened to a dual carriageway, People
needed now. www.emc23.tp/glen

: @ANTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION



REVOLTIN’ STUDENTS

Students at School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS) in London went into occupa-
tion this Tuesday in defence of over 30 tuition
fee non payers who are threatened with discipli-
nary action. The occupiers took over the col-
lege's management offices on the 1" floor to de
mand that the college does not expel non pay-
ers, that they refuse to collect fees and that they
lobby the Government for their abolinon. SOAS
management continually winge about how
they’re not responsible for tuition fees, and stu-
dents should lobby the government. However
the head of SOAS, Tim Lankester has consider-
able influenee in government circles, since he
has been an executive director to the World Bank
and IMF, and was permanent sccretary at the
Dept for Education for a while.

Management decided to evacuate all 5 floors
of the SOAS building: They even shut down the
college’s telephone and internet system as well
for a while, s0 no-one on campus could use their
e-maill Management claim that this was done
under Health and Safety law; but it is more likely
to bea tactic to try and rurn students and staff
against the occupiers. However, the lecturers’
union said that closing down the building
amounted o a lock-out under trade union law,
and contesred ir. Some sympathetic lecturers have
even been holding lectures in the occupied build-
ing, Management agreed to reopen most of the
building on Thursday morning, but the floors
above and below the occupied corndor are still
locked. They also agreed to meet the occupiers
to negotiate, but they are still up for eviction in
the High Court this Friday, and could be evicted
at any time after,

* Campaign for free Educanon, PO Box 22615
London. N4 1WT Tel 0958 556 756
cle(@gn.apc.org,

BLAIR WITCH-HUNT

SchNEWS readers may remember that last
November 40+ students from Sussex Univer-
sity stopped Cherie Blair coming to a posh Uni
dinner. She was supposed to talk abour increas-
ing access for women to enter higher education,
but the Sussex Non-Payment Campaign saw this
as complete hypocrisy when it was her husband’s
government that had abolished grants and
broughr in fees during the last two years. They
occupied the dining room where the dinner was
to take place and eventually the dinner was can-
celled. The University wern't best pleased, and
in retaliation are now victimising some of the
students who were there, Seven are to be disa-
Plincd and 3 of these are to be done for break-
ing and entering. On top of this the Uni have
also sent the cops round to people’s homes. This
victimisation and harassment is a political move
to break the Non-Payment Campaign. These stu-
dents need your support now.

* Sussex Non-Payment Campaign, Falmer
House, University of Sussex, Falmer, Brighton
BN1 8DN or susxnonpay@hormail.com.

VIVISECTORS SHOPPED

The Shopworkers Union, UDSAW, this week
announced that it was withdrawing it’s invest-
ments in Huntingdon Life Sciences. Huntingdon
vivisect dogs, cats and monkeys among orher
animals and were secretly filmed by Channel 4
showing workers punching and beating Beagle
puppies. Apparently the union was not aware
of the involvement which came from Labour's
staff pension fund, * National Demo against
HLS on Sat 12th Feb. Phone 0121 632 6460 for
transport and more details.

SchNEWS in brief

Riotous Assembly is a forum for direct ac-
tion campaigners in Manchester to meet each
other. Their next meeting Tuesday 1st February,
7:30pm, Yard Theatre, 41, Old Birley Street,
Hulme (opposite the Junction Pub)This month's
short discussion is “World Trade Organisation /
Seattle - What Next? wwwsnctcouk/ef/ **
On the same lines in the Capital, is the London
Underground. Next meeting Friday 4th Feb-
ruary at the Arsenal Tavern, Blackstock Road,
London, N4 (Finsbury Park Tube). With cheap
food and music from Ypm and a suggested dona-
ton of £2. And if you're in Brighton, then check
out the Rebel Alliance. Next meering Sunday
February 6th at Brighton Unemployed Centre, 6
Tilbury Place 6pm (rurn left past Hectors Pub
up very steep Catlton Hill) ** A demonstration
has been called in London to oppose the Russian
war in Chechny on Samurday 5 February . The
march starts ar 12 noon at Tothill Srreet (behind
WestminsterHall, Tubes: St James’s Park) Tel
0171 207 3997 ** Showcase for Kosova
Headmix Collective, story telling and films. Sun-
day 30th, 5pm-10:30pm, The Gloucester,
Brighton. Free food before Tpml + SEATTLE
FILM ** There’s a The Land Is Ours Winier
Garthering at the Exodus Collective Manor Road
{the A6}, Nr Luton on thel8th - 20th February.
Sleeping space avaliable, bring a mat and money
(L1 charge for each meal). Tel 0181 357 8504
www.oneworld.org/tlio ** Peace 2000 aims to
“promote a culture of Nonviolence for the New
Millennium™, For a diary of events ring 01273
6201255 On st Feb there will be a talk and
video showing about Shamrock monkey farm,
followed by a discussion of the Terroism Bill
Contact Worthing eco-action, PO Box 4144,
BN14 TNZ. ** Protesters took Pie-rect action
against Dolly the Sheep’s father this week.While
promoting his new book, The Second Creation,
Keith Campbell was planted a lovely fresh pie in
the face, while being told to ‘fuck his sheep’. **
Congrats to Chumbawumba’s Alice Nutter and
Keir on the birth of baby Mae.

Inside SchNEWS

Two more people have been sent down for
June 18, and would all love to receive your
witty scriblings: Jeff Booker , DN 7071, and
Stuart Tokham, DN 7072, both at HMP
Brixton, Jebb Avenue, London, SW2 5XF.
Jeff got 21 months for violent disorder, while
Stuart reccived 12 months.

*URGENT WITNESS APPEAL - Danny
Penman is a sympathetic journalist, who has coy-
ered such issues as the M11 campaign. He was
visciously attacked and hospitalised by the po-
lice in Buston, November 30th. You can Call
Danny on 0850 751575. *If there are any wit-
nesses from J18, or Euston that may help
someones case, call:Legal Defence Monitoring
Group 0171 837 7557

SPUD-U-LIKE

Fed up with the choice of potatoes in your
local greengrocers? Want to get your hands on
an International Kiduey or & Yukon Gold?. Then why
not get along to Ryton Organic Gardens on the
5th and 6th February for the Tth Natonal Po-
tato Days. On offer for spud lovers will be seeds
and tubers from 120 varieties of potatoes. The
event organised by rhe Henry Doubleday Re-
search Association(HDRA) who are keen to in-
crease the number of potato varieties avaliable,
will also include talks, gardening advice and cook-
ery demonstrations. Entrance is [3, or free 10
HDRA members. More information: 024 7630
B211. wwwhdra.orguk
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DEATH IN CUSTOD

“The Home Office has confirmed that, &8
the morning of Monday 24th January, a 4
old asylum seeker from Lithuania, comm
cide in Harmondsworth Detention cents

Figures announced by the Common
Accounts Commirtee, reveal that 71
lum seekers entered Briin last year, a
crease from 1998. Downing Street bla
confict in Kosovo for the significant
criticise the Home Office for not doing
whilst Barbara Roche, the immigration
claims that the problem is under conts
WHAT ABOUT THE REFUGEES???
to the lovely world of refugee detent

Yes, the Governmient’s answer is to
lum seekers up in Detention Centres and pf
whilst they wait for their cases to be b
of these places is HMP Rochester wh
gees make up almost half the prison poj
A report compiled by Sir David Ramsbe
the chief inspector of prisons, showed
palling treatment that the asylum seekers
The denial of basic rights, and disregard
lations was revealed to be commonpla
gees are given no opportunity to wotk
money, being forced to survive on the
amount of £2.50 a week, Prison guid
issued to them only in English, despite d
jority being unable to speak the lan
list goes on..no visits, no right to exe
choice of menu, no access to the gym o

So what’s being done about irr??
surprise...not a great deal. Prison offici
that Embassies are not informed of
gees' detention. Even more worrying is
firmation that the Immigration and N
Directorate has “no recognised imput
treatment of detainees”. So there we hi
Great Britain, what a wonderful place |
refugee! Hardly suprising that one took b
life, is it?

* National Coalition of Anti-B
tation Campaigns, 110 Hamstead
Birmingham, B20 20QS. Tel 0121 554

..and fina
“I don’t like doing this” Judge Leahy
fendant Kenneth Saasta while pronounci
tence, “because cocaine dealing carries a |
tory prison sentence, Bur after looking
evidence, I'm gonna have to let you
community service, because you're so
far you'd break the jail "The prosecuti
ney begged the judge not to impose a
sentence: “Saasta weighs more than 4
and there isn’t a jail in the state that
him. We have to prise him through the
The night he was arrested, he demolish
butks in the police cells by lying down @
and smashed three toilets simply by si
them. No prison uniforms will fir hi
stand for more than 5 minutes but
lapse when he sits on them, and beca
problem with constant diarrhoea, we.
hose everywhere he's been, The jail v
to buy reinforced beds, chairs and
worse, he’s so fat he can’t even cut
toenails or wipe himself in the bathroom S
one has to do it for him and the sheriff’s
ment is threatening strike action if Saasta
to fail.” Judge Leahy also ordered that Sg
ragged with an electronic monitoring d
this was overuled when it was discove
none of the devices were large enougl
round his ankles.Stolen from Mersey!
nicked it themselves from San Jose Me
disclaimer
SchNEWS warns all gen'ies not to grant a
to profit mad crzy genetic scientists. H

brighton.co.uk
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“The government talks a lot about social
exclusion and you don’t get much more ex-
¢luded than living in a village without any
services.”

David Mundell, Member of the Scottish
Parliament

A new Post Office Bill announced in
parliament last week could lead to the
closure of thousands of sub post offices,
thanks to a decision to pay state benefits
tirectly into bank accounts.
The government’s own figures show that
nearly 8,000 of the 19,000 Post Offices in
Britain are at least 40% reliant on income
from dealing with benefits. The switch
vould sound the death knell to thousands.
SchNEWS visited our local sub post of-
fice in Sutherland Road which like the ma-
{r‘;rily are small and independently owned.
hile we were there chatting to Pheme and
Rod, about 20 people popped in - one per-
son paid some bills, a couple bought
stamps, the rest were all there to cash their
benefits. But it is more than just a post of-
fice, it is a focal point for the community.
Fuch person that came in was greeted by
nume, came to chat and exchange news, to
sk advice or help in filling out forms. Suth-
¢rland Road postie also serves a large area
where there is just one grocery store, a
newsagents and a pub. All these undoubt-
wdly benefit from people cashing pensions
or unemployed cheques nearby.
The decision to use the new system will
suve the government around £400 million
W year - if you don’t take into account the
oss of some 30,000 counter jobs and the
knock on affect to local communities and
the fact that even the government admit
they might have to spend money subsidis-
ing post offices to keep them open.
New Labour has even admitted that the
country needs to maintain a wide network
of post offices, which is obviously why it
has let around 200 sub post offices close
gvery year since it has been in office.
Of course it’s convenient for some peo-
ple to get benefits paid into their bank ac-
count - but what if you're poor, old and

“ ot
post office, this decision will close me
down, and the knock on effect will be
devastating to the local community.”
Rod, Sub Postmaster, Brighton

We are fundamentally a benefits

frail; there’s no bank in your village, you
don't have a car, and the bus service is non-
existent?

While 60% of parishes still have post
offices, only 5% have bank or building so-
ciety branches — and the situation is set to
get a Tbt woise. Even a new report from
the British Bankers Association admitted
that the elderly, people with mobility dis-
abilities and women with young children
faced difficulties getting to their nearest
bank. 4,000 branches have closed since
1990, and the Campaign for Community
Banking Services forecast that another one
thousand communities will be “bankless™
in the next five years.

So what's the answer. Well as Colin
Baker, General Secretary of the National
Federation of Sub-postmasters said, “The
Government could build on sub post of-
fices’ ...making it the place to get informa-
tion, check documents, pay for government
services and find out about what you are
entitled to.”

And while SchNEWS would never be
cynical about government policy, all Eu-
ropean Union mail services face a radical
shake up in readiness for ‘liberalisation’
of the European postal market in 2003,
That’s privili-;alion to you and me.

g Yer Privates!
New Labour are busy privatising every-
thing — they just dress it up in fancy jargon
to try to pull the wool over our eyes. But
no more! Yer nosy-parker SchNEWS has
decided to start a regular column, so if you
know about dodgy Private Finance Initia-
tive Schemes, Best Value nonsense, or
whatever else let us know.

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK
D] GETS KNICKERED

A Brighton DJ, who wishes to remain
anonymous, was arrested this week for be-
ing in possession of a pair of stolen Y Fronts,
He rang SchNews and panted “How can 1
afford underwear on DJ’s wages?™ He is now
looking for a brief to cover his case. * Keep
sending SchNEWS yer ceap atrests!

BIG MAC IN KIDS
TAKEAWAY

“Head teachers are the key to the whole
system-in the same way that a chief executive
can be at a well-run company.” Tony Blair

The biggest high-profile privatisation of
education is happening in the same second-
ary schools Blair rejected for his own chil-
dren. He obviously didn’t realise that a super
hero of a company, a pioneer of specialist
needs education, a company that has worked
in developing countries, is an organisation so
ethically minded it provides school inspectors
to Ofsted. (This is quite ironic considering this
same bunch of hypocritical spell checkers
must not fail its Ofsted inspection in any of
its schools.)

So,who are they you may well ask.

Step forward Cambridge Education Asso-
ciates, part of the Mott MacDonald Group,not
to be confused with Ronald McDonald (one
wears a clown’s suit). Their vested interest in
children’s education became apparent at the
McLibel Trial, where the Corporations Head
of marketing from Chicago stated “Children
were virgin ground as far as marketing is con-
cerned”. In the same way, C.E.A. obviously
see the children of Tony Blair’s former home
of Islington as a developing market.

Estelle Morris.the School Standards Min-
ister, managed to put parents’ minds at rest
by declaring “There will be no change of signs
outside their children’s schools”.That's a
bloody relief!We thought they would have
gargantuan signs reading “CHILD EXPLOI-
TATION TAKING PLACE HERE"

When SchNEWS asked Brian Oakley
Smith,the Managing Director of C.E.A. a sim-
ple question -“What are you getting out of
this?" the Mustered reply was “We care.” Yeah
right!And I'm a pony’s uncle.He then
squeaked “We only get £600.000 a year,the
other 15 million we just manage”. Say what!
C.E.A stand to loose £75,000 on each target
it misses, That is of course if their own inspec-
tors fail them. Mr Oakley was quick to point
out “That's if the children don’t reach their
targets” 1t’s the kid's fault already.

Old McDonald had a farm now he’s got
your kids.

Now, what is Mott MacDonald’s interest in
children’s education? If we look at their past
record we can see how relevant it is,for in-
stance they educated people at the Newbury
By Pass; Twyford Down; road building in In-
donesia; rebuilding Kosovo; various dam
projects and a military hospital in Malaysia,
Oh! Nearly forgot, there has also been a ru-
mour they were involved in the Baghdad By
Pass. Very educational. Their Head office by the
way is in Croydon, snuggled in next to
SchNEWS’s old friends Nestle. How sweet!

@ANTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION



February 6th is the 15" anniversary of the
eviction of the “Rainbow Village” at
Molesworth, Cambridgeshire. The site was a pro-
posed second base for 64 American cruise mis-
siles. Under the cover of darkness on 6th Feb-
ruary 1985, a convoy containing 1,500 Royal
engineers, 600 MoD police and 1,000 avil Po-
lice descended on the village to evict 150 peace
campers. The eviction took 5 months to plan,

and was the largest peacetime mobilisation of

troops in this country. Those protestérs that re-
fused to move their homes had to stand by and
watch as their caravans were bulldozed off site.
At 10am when the evicton was nearly over,
Tarzan (Michael Heseltine) himself appeared
from his helicopter wearing an army combat
jacket and was quoted as saying he was “Deeply
coneerned for the children of the village”. In
otder to keep the protesters out a 3million se-
curity fence was constructed. Unfortunarely,
with the ending of the ‘Cold War' only a few
missiles ever reached the base before it was re-
dundant. A permanent peace garden is heing
maintained at the base, for more derails contact
Cambridge CND 01480 475284

AGREEMENT?

Don’t believe everything you read - even in
SchNEWS! It appears that we may have been too
cynical in last week’s issue, when we doubted
whether the Montreal talks on genetic food would
resch any positive outcome. However, it seems
miracles do happen as 130 government delegations
came to an agreement. hey presto.the Cartagena
Promcol was born!

In plain English this means that big nasty ge-
netic companies have to tell governments whar
they are up to when they try to introduce their
suspect wares, Imports will also be subject 1o
new guidelines, with warning labels being intro-
duced for GM products. And finally, ministers
got rid of a clause thar would have given big
businesses unrivalled power courtesy of the
World Trade Organisation (WTO)!

Sounding too good to be rrue? Maybe
SchNEWS may have been right o be a lirde
scathing, On closer inspection, it appears that
labels on GM food only have to say “may con-
tain™ GMOs, and in fact the US companies can
still go the WTO, if they believe that ‘free trade’
rules are being broken. Confused? How do you

think we feel writing this stuff.
W ONTHEALPS

The hills were alive with the sound of protest
in the small ski resort of Davos, Switzedand last
week, when the World Economic Forum held
their annunal conference. 1,000 chief executives

of the world's largest companies and 30 heads of

government gathered to pat themselves on the
back about the joys of ngJtl\ﬁl](Jn Does this
sound familiar? Yes, the WEF is not much differ-
ent to the World Trade Organisation who we all
know and love, and, like the Seattle Conference,
the WEF met opposition. Swiss police, backed
by Army units and reinforced by officers from
Germany, responded to snowball throwing
protestocs by using metal grilled land cruisers, guns
and tear gas. Just a bit over the top? OFf course
not! We wouldnt want anything w happen to
those 1,000 executives now, would we? Where
would the world be without them?!? * “After five

days in Davos he understands thar the masters of

the markets know as lintle abour the likely move-
ments of the global economy as the waiters sup-
plying them with plum brandy and cheese fon-
due” Lewis Lapham, “The Agony of Mammon”
[Verso, 98). Don't be put off by the tide!

Bichaombal .~ = [Cnstpitimsstm | utai e

SchNEWS in brief

Sat 5th Feb the University of East London
are running a *Political Activism and Social
Movementis™ Day School, a free one-day event
aiming to bring activists and academics together,
Including speakers from Exodus, Genetix
Snowball, and Amnesty International, it takes
place at University of East London, Docklands
campus (nearest station Cyprus Station ,
Docklands light railway). Maps and further
details etc at the UEL website www.ael.ac.uk/
**May Day open meeting Sat 5™ February to
discuss action possibilities for May Day. Al
University of London Union, Malet Sireet, 1-
Spm ** And to raise funds for May Day, there’s
a benefit “evening of music and comedy with
Atilla the Stockbroker, the Doleclaimer’s Robb
Johnson, and North London Anarcho
Syndicalist Choir”, Sat 19" February the Arse-
nal Tavern, Blackstock Road (Nearest tube
Finsbury Park) 7.30 ‘till late £4/£2. ** Refu-
gees at One World Week: Sunday 4" Febru-
ary Sir David Ramsbotham, Chief Inspector of
Prisons will be speaking at the One World Week
Fair, 2-4 pm Wadham College, Oxford. What a
good opportunity for people to raise issues about

the new practices at Campsfield... http://
users.ox.ac.uk/~asylum ** Another

Chumbawumba Baby! Belated congratula-
tions Danbert on the arrival of twins, Carson
and Stella. Shall we make births, deaths and
marriages a regular feature? ** Direct action
by the deaf! Members of Parents Against Child-
hood Experimentation were set to lake direct
action last night (Thurs) at a talk at the Royal
Society of Medicine about hearing implants for
young children. “We do not want our children
to be turned into Frankenstein monsters™ said
a spokesperson.** In a rare burst of honesty
The World Bank has admitted it's crap - its
failure to implement policies is fucking up old
forests and the poor. So you heard it from them
first then, eh! ** SOAS students occupying their
school’s officeswere evicted at 5.30 am Satur-
day moming, but over 250 students at UCL
wenl into occupation on Wednesday to protest
against tuition fees. Contact the Campaign For
Free Education on PO Box 22615 London N1
IWT *# Radio 4A takes to the skies of brighton
again on Sunday 13th Feb, from noon till the
next day on 106.6FM, with its usual mix of
speech-based programming, this time sharing"
the airwaves with other top broadcasters.

STOP THE SANCTIONS

Voices in the Wilderness, a campaign group
for the people of Irag, is planning a day of ac-
tion at the UN on 14th Feb to highlight the
ongoing humanitarian crisis. In case you'd for-
gotten, airstrikes by the US and UK are still
wreaking havoc across lIraq, with one US jet
managing to hit a primary school last Novem-
ber, injuring schoolchildren. Just 1o make you
feel even better, this war is costing vou, the
taxpayer, an estimated £1m a week! Added to
the constant bombardment are the economic
santions imposed upon Iraq in 1990, which have
led to around 227,000 deaths in young children
owing to the imposed poverty and social ruin.

Voices in the wilderness is urging people to
send postcards to Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec-
retary, asking him to help lift the sanctions. This
is planned alongside the day of action on 14
Feb. Voices in the Wilderness UK, 16b Cherwell
Street, Oxford, OX4 1BG 01865 243232, And
if you're in Brighton on 29th Feb, there’s a talk
on the Iraq sanctions at The Auditorium,
Brighthelm Centre, North Road at 7.30pm.

Inside SchNEWS

There were riols in Turin on Monda:
Silvano Pellissero was given 6 years
months in prison. His erime? According
state proseculer, Tatangelo, “Pellisse
those er him are dangerous for the dem
state, not so much for the nature of their cri
but for the popular consensus which
ate in a potentially explosive social si

3 people, Silvano, Soledad Maria Ros
Edoardo Massari were the scapegoats of 8
tinued crackdown by the ltalian autho
people labelled as “terrorists’. Despite
dence they were accused of being involved
Grey Wolves, a so-called eco-terrorist gr
allegedly *sabotaged” a building site for hj
trains in the Northem [talian Alps.

The Italian state used special *terroris
to keep the three in prison despite lack o
dence against them. This led to first
then Sole a month later to commit
(knowing the reputation of the Italian p
causing ‘accidental deaths of anarchists
people seriously question these suicide

The terrorist laws were introduced
1970, against a background of armed
tant left wing activism. These laws are
being used, for example, against people
ply belonging to an activist group, and
cial police force similar to the secret s
deal entirely with political activists. As o
ian activist explained to SchtNEWS “1f you
involved in direct action even to the most i
mal extent you are followed and spied o
and day; but what is most detrimantal
‘terrorism legacy’ is the public imag
us. What the media calls us, this is whi
see us: people are now scared of those who
on the same side, popular support is no
part of us, such laws have thrown thi
population against us.”

Show solidarity! Protest in front of |
ian Embassy, Wednesday 23rd February
Street tube) email: silosquati@tiscalinel

IN THE UK , The Terrorism Bill
SchNews 242), as predicted, is being
through the various Parliamentary stages
speed. It is now likely to become lay
April.But this isn’t stopping groups aro
country from making some noise. See
for events around the co
www.blagged.freeserve.co.uk/law. htm
the on-line discussion  list:
campaigns(@listbot.com or phone 013
298192 for latest updates.

~.and fina
When yer public popularity drops,
aname change is in order. Hence aftera
aceident Windscale changed its na
Sellafield (must be up for another name
soon); The Special Patrol Group chan
name to Teritorial Support Group (a
death of Blair Peach); British Aeri
changed its name to BAE Systems
brought up the military wing of GEC M
Compulsory Competitive Tendering,
Councils have to buy the cheapest most
services, is now Best Value in New
speak. Now the latest cosmetic change
ryone's favourite chemical company Mo
who are to be known as Pharmacia and §
and Upjohn, strangely the despised gcnc
ing soya splicing section is still being
as Monsanto. Monsanto have in the pé
been known as Globalstrike, Fl
Pantalone, Solutia and Flexsys.

disclaimer
SchNEWS apologises to all readers. This
disclaimer got lost in the post. Honest
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RINGPEACE

“You feel like you are on a galley boat
~ being watched, answering calls every
10 seconds, monitored and told offif there
are mistakes™

Dougie Rafferty, (ex) Excell call centre
worker

“I feel absolutely knackered like a to-
tal zombie, can’t be bothered speaking to
unyone, I go home and I just want to sleep™

Anonymous Excell call centre worker

They’ve been described as the “*mod-
ern day sweatshops™ with “battery hen™
working conditions. Yet one in fifty peo-
ple now work in the them. Welcome to the
world of the Call Centre.

SchNEWS is used to hearing about
dodgy companies but Arizona-based mul-
tinational Excell multimedia LLC really
lukes the biscuit. They run two call cen-
tres in Glasgow employing more than 600
operators who deal with things like direc-
lory enquiries and 999. Starting their jobs
on a pocket bulging £9,000 a year, com-
pany documents show that the company
wim for operators to be on the phone for
97% of the time. This means staff must
unswer the phone twice a minute for over
seven hours a day, ask the manager for a
drink of water, and make up lost time at
the end of a shift if they spend too much
fime in the loo. And all the time closely
monitored.

When Channel 4 spilled the beans on
this bunch of dodgy bastards, they un-
govered one story of a man who had an
gpileptic fit while at work and was taken
10 hospital after cutting his head. When
his pay slip came through, the company
had deducted three hours for the time he
ypent in the hospitall This then had a
knock on affect on his attendance record,
¢osting him more than two hundred quid
in lost wages.

Of course the firm don’t take criticism
lying down and sacked Dougie Rafferty,
und have threatened one woman member
of staff with “facial mapping” to prove that
she was not the anonymous employee
who dared to criticise them on TV!

But surely with the new Trade Union
lnws Call Centres and the like aren’t gonna
pet away with acting like latter day

scrooges? Under the law if enough staff
get together and want to join a union then
employees have an obligation to recog-
nise them. There’s just one small snag. As
one former Excell manager pointed out,
thanks to massive turnover in staff, it’s
unlikely that there’ll ever be the numbers
needed to come to any agreement. And
while people try to organise or speak out
against their work conditions, they'll just
be shown the door. In other words, “don’t
call us we’ll call you.”

Buhch of BT Balls...

British Telecom is the third largest com-
pany in the UK (after BP Amoco and Glaxo
Wellcome) and the fifth largest telecom-
munication company in the world. Its last
annual report in 1998 revealed £4.3 billion
in profits, or £136 a second, and they have
operations in over 230 countries from In-
donesia to Eastern Europe.

Chief Executive Sir Peter Bonfield earns
£2.53 million pounds a year, a pay rise of
over £1 million. SchNEWS wonders how
he manages.

In June 1999, 120 workers were sacked
from their jobs at the Directory Inquiries
call centre in Stirling due to “regrettable
advancements in technology™ (Daily
Record 6/7/99). The following week Glas-
gow telemarketing phone -—=operators had
their commission rates slashed from £4.50
an hour to £2.50 to boost profits and at-
tract more business investment.

BT recruits the majority of its staff from
employment agencies like Manpower and
Blue Arrow. With a flexible workforce, no
contracts, sick pay or holiday pay, BT isa
New Labour model of corporate modernity
- putting profit before employment rights,

All BT telephone operators and Cus-
tomer Service Advisors are monitored and
timed for the amount of calls taken in a
shift. If employees do not meet Call Han-
dling Time targets of one call every 180
seconds, then they are disciplined, re-
fused overtime, and in some cases sacked.
Calls are routinely recorded and listened
to from a remote call centre in Coventry,
where if an employee is caught swearing
or hanging up they are immediately sacked
and escorted from the building.

* Got a gripe against call centres — then
why not share your story with SchtNEWS?

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK

For smiling! At the last Shamrock
monkey farm demo a lost-it cop was
pointing people out for the snatch
squads. One bloke wound him up by
standing around doing nothing more
sinister and life-threatening than grin-
ning. Not for long - “Grab him!”

At the same demo someone was
jumped by the goons (not the funny
ones) and thrown to the ground, result-
ing in a shattered hip. He’s still waiting
to see if he’ll need a hip replacement. I

UP YER PRIVATES:
PUSEY SAYS ME-OW

The company who took over when the pass-
port agency was privatised have been told by
MPs to stop pussy-footing around.

Siemens Business Services, the company al
the heart of the passport fiasco which led to
thousands of people having their holidays ru-
ined last summer, have announced a 33% rise
in the cost of a passport — due to their cock-
ups. The rise includes the cost of handing out
umbrellas and luncheon vouchers to people
queueing in the pissing rain waiting for their
passports.

The agency was privatised under the Private
Finance Initiative, a dodgy scheme which has
been grasped enthusiastically by Blair’s grate-
ful dead (see SchNEWS 219). Passport costs
have now risen from £21 to £28. Thanks a poxy
lot! The new director of this company, Gary
Pusey, who sneaked in though the back cat
flap and seems intent on milking us dry, has
obviously pulled a few strokes in his time. He
purred “the company had already had £1.4 bil-
lion worth of public sector contracts - two of
which, the passport agency and immigration
directorate, were in the dog house.” OK! he
didn’t say dog house.

Poor old Sir David Omand, who only gets
paid a measly £100,000 a year as permanent
secretary at the Home Office, told MPs the rise
will go towards recuperating some of the
£12.6m lost in last summer's fiasco. However,
Home Secretary Mr Jack “the pancake™ Straw,
not normally known for his involvement in ca-
tastrophes, insisted the increase was to fund the
agency's £25m a year modernisation pro-
gramme. Maybe he’d picked up his son’s wacky
backy that morning or was it Mo Mowlam’s?

Master Bates

While were on the subject of privatised goon
shows, (SchNEWS 246 Big Mac in Kids Takea-
way) we should mention Rams Episcopal school
in Hackney, London. 3% of schools are judged
by inspectors to be failing pupils, so it’s quite
ironic that Rams Episcopal, the first school
taken over by a private company, is to be closed
and reopened under a new name due to it being
judged as... failing. The teachers are now do-
ing a thousand lines “we are not failing tossers”,

@ANRTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION




BEACH-BUMMER

* The affair raises issues of economic impe-
rialism. Want to chop down a mountain in
Yosemite? Not at any price. Want to destroy a
beach in Maya Bay? That’ll be $100,000 dol-
lars plus deposit, whilst the leading man pock-
ets $20 million thank you very much”

Maya Bay International Alliance

Ever wondered what a tropical paradise looks
like? Rupurt Murder’s new 20th Century Fox
film “The Beach”, directed by Andrew
Macdonald and Danny Boyle, obviously didn’t.
They were slightly confused as far as the word
‘paradise” was concerned, and thought it meant
bulldozing beaches, pulling up indigenous trees
and single-handedly helping to destroy an eco-
system.This lot make the Benidorm lager louts
look like Noddy in the land of Oz.

The usual fee for filming in a Thai National
park is 1,000 baht, about $26, but as Fox films
handed over $108,000 which they termed a do-
nation and an additional deposit of 5 million
baht, it was hardly a surprise they received the
green light.

This holiday romance took place at Maya Bay,
Ko Phi Phi Thailand. However, on visiting this
area of National Park they discovered it was not
their definition of utopia, so, against the wishes
of local people the film makers chose to change
the paradise into Hell by removing vital dune
plants and introducing palm trees. MacDonald
then had the audacity to state “everything is tip-
top on Phi Phi Leh” even though the last
monsoon washed his make shift beach away.

Laocal people are now asking people to boy-
cott the film, and on Wednesday at the film

Campaign for Ethical Filmmaking gatecrashed
proceedings. Donning Lecnardo DiCaprio
masks, they were waved through police lines,
under the cover of a stretched limo and alighted
to the screams of thousands of waiting fans!
Screams turned to laughter, though, as one pen-
guin-suited activist held aloft a Golden Bull-
dozer Award.

To add insult to injury, Leonardo DiCaprio
is hosting the Earth day celebrations in April
on, you've guessed it - sustainable living.

SchNEWS suggests that instead of watching
the film you read the original book by Alex
Garland. www.uq.edu.au/~pggredde/

ESSEX EVICTIONS

As SchNEWS went to press, the protest camp
at Gorse Wood, was being evicted. In case
you've forgotten, large areas of meadowland,
woodland and the environmentally sensitive
Curry Hill are set to be destroyed to make way
for the A130 link road. This is no country lane
we're talking about here, the proposed road is
to be a six lane motorway.

The road is being financed by the private fi-
nance iniative, and is sponsored by
Countryroute ple which is a consortium of
roadbuilders Laing and other contractors.

Help is urgently needed, so ring 02082
994241 or mobile 07957 915977 for more info,
and get involved!

PS5 - Can anyone tell us if this road is set to
be part of the Trans-European Network?

* The protest camp at Hockley is to be
evicted any day now Campaigners are trying
to stop 66 luxury homes being built (SchNEWS
243). Security have now arrived and surrounded
the site, and the waiting protestors could do
with more help. Arriving activists are advised
to ring the camp mobile before arriving. Con-
tact 01702 206353 or site mobile 0831 717815
for more info. www. anﬁiﬁre .com/mt/GBH
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SchNEWS in brief

Stop Press!! The first action against the Brit-
ish Terrorism Bill is in solidarity with an ltal-
ian anarchist who got 6 years and 8 months,
under special terrorism laws, for allegedly sabo-
taging a building site, despite no evidence
(SchNEWS 246). Meet 12 noon, outside the
Italian Embassy (Bond Street Tube), Sat 19
Feb = (changed from the 23rd).
Asilosquat(@tiscalinet.it ** Meeting to discuss
the Terrorism Bill, Thurs 17" Feb at 6.30pm
at the Bridge Hotel, Newcastle Upon Tyne.
Contact Box 1TA, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE99
ITA. ** Demo against the far-right Freedom
Party outside the Austrian Embassy on Sat,
19th February. 6:30pm outside Austrian Em-
bassy, Belgrave Square, London (Hyde Park
Comner tube). ** Protest Songs. an open mike
night of protest songs against the Terrorism
Bill. Wednesday 16th Feb, The Gladstone,
Brighton. Call Sarah 01273 231374 if you are
interested in playing ** Has anyone out there
got photos of Travellers® New Year's Par-
ties in Europe for inclusion in our next an-
nual? If so send *em to SchNEWS with yer
name and address on the back if you want them
returned, also write down where they were taken
*#* Anyone in Brighton who is fluent in French
and English (!) and can spare some time to do
some translating, give ScChNEWS a call, we'd
really appreciate your help ** ** The Nestle
16 (SchNEWS 242) are up in court on Feb 22
at Halifax Magistrates Court, Harrison Road,
Halifax at 9.30am. A demo and solidarity ac-
tions are planned. Tel: 01268 682820

the film, ay EEEEEENEENEEEEEEENEENEEESR
premier in Leicester Square, activists from the m

If you want some full frontal naked radio, m

®iune into 106.5 FM in Brighton this Sundayl

®for Radio 4A
----------------------

Bus Outin

Passengers on the number 15 Sfagecoach bus
in London this week took a ride with a differ-
ence when the bus suddenly met a woman hold-
ing a banner, ordering the vehicle to *Stop in
the name of Love!”. As the bus drew to a halt,
members of the Lesbian Avengers group com-
menced their mission — hanging banners stating
‘Repeal Section 28", distributing leaflets to the
passengers and painting the bus bright pink!

Lesbian Avengers, 0181 374 9885

3, .
U'wa Misses

On February 3rd the Uwa tribe in Colom-
bia’s call for international support was answered
by people around the world, as one of
Oceidential Petroleum (Oxy) biggest sharehold-
er’s Fidelity Investments was targetted in 34
cities across the globe.

The U'wa tribe of Colombia have been fight-
ing against Oxy extracting oil from their land
for a few years. Even Shell pulled out of the
project citing human rights concerns. In Co-
lombia oil brings militarisation and environ-
mental destruction.Since November 1999 over
250 people have been occupying a proposed
oil drilling site (SchNEWS 244). On 19th Janu-
ary thousands of Columbian miltary invaded
U'wa territory and evicted the tribe from the
test site.

Meanwhile Fidelity have hardly done their
PR any favours by armaumng that they invests
in e with the highest likelihood of
stock-price appreciation... . Our portfolio man-
agers are not trained to make investment deci-
sions in order to fulfill social or political ob-
jectives.” Meanwhile Oxy are trying to silence
critics by requesting a temporary restraining
order against groups suppomng the U'wa.
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Inside SchNE

City Police spotters nabbed Ku!
while demonstrating outside the
conference in Bournemouth due to
to someone caught on video hitting
riot shield with a placard pole at June
Barthurst Norman said too much
previously been shown to J18 rep
sentenced Kuldip to a full 21 months f¢
lent disorder. Letters of support to
Bajwa, DN 7230, HMP Jebb Ave., Bi
London, SW2 5XF.

Jefl Booker, sentenced to 18 mo
J18 protests, has been moved. His new
HMP Elmley, Church Road, Eastchurc
ness, Kent ME12 4AX. Prison number

Saptal Ram has now been in jail
teen years, for defending himself agai
lent racist attack in a Birmingham
Whilst in prison, he has been subjecte
searches and beatings. On Monday
his family are due to meet with Paul
the Minister for prisons, to demand th
be released immediately. There will
of support on the same day outside
Office, Queen Anne’s Gate, London §
ginning at 9.30am.

Free Saptal Ram, PO Box 23139
SEl IZU. www.ncadc.demon.co.

..and

The World Trade Organisation's (V
utterance was its wish to be more o
where could be more open than a dimin
dle East enclave clinging on to the e
famous democratic state, Saudi Arabia,
Iran and run by a monarchy with a pop
just 540.000. Qatar of course. Their eml
a startled SchNEWS, “Qatar expressed ;
hold a meeting; our chances are good.,

After full on riots greeted their last
ferences in Geneva and Seattle, it se
of the 135 member countries of the
body wanted to bite the (rubber) bullet
those global racketeers to their shores. So
must have thought it was the multi
swer to winning the lottery when Qatar,
ing off stiff competition from absolutely
invited them to hold the next big trade
2001 in the middle of an Arabian des
capital Doha. The only people who are
moon” about this gathering are the all
black, scarf clad anarchists,who feel gj
dent about blending in.

Still, readers, you've got a bit of time
of a good excuse to get through cus
you'll need to find someone who lives
that’s too much, SchNEWS recom
protestors and soundsystems can leg i
hills of Afghanistan, sneak thnugﬁ
swim across The Gulf, or maybe just
Saudia Arabia. Dress as an Arab-lookin
ist and you're laughing.

Next'time you're surfing the web,
do your bit to uphold society and giv
Police Department a hand in bringing
tice those naughty anarchists who brou
ror to Seattle during the WTO prot
the Seattle Police Intelligence Divis
lovely website full of colourful pi
protestors wreaking havoc, and is dF:
categories such as ‘arson’, ‘property
and *assaults’. If you fancy having a |
check out this ridiculously long
www,pan.ci.seattle.wa.us/seattle/
spdwiosuspecthome.him
disclaimer
SchNEWS warns all readers that your
claimer is currently unobtainable and
on another line. Please Lry later.
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Take a short walk west from the A59 near Harrogate, tion of the Year'in 1991 for its role in the Gulf War. The use
North Yorkshire, across a designated site of Outstanding of this technology for commercial espionage is no less con-
Natural Beauty, and you could be forgiven for thinking you,,. dreversial. American companies, notably arms dealers Loral
had found a set from Space 1999. Twenty seven vasti WSystems Incorporated and Lockheed Aerospace, sell
golfballs up to 60 metres in diameter, satellite dishes. much’ ‘of the spy equipment to the NSA and they are both
host of towering aerial masts line the horizon. If a little: - involved hflrms sales to third-world countries. Menwith Hill
were to tell you what was going on inside, you mlgh‘tiﬁel,_ , aamsfh‘r{o’rmauon that would be highly useful to them. Inthe
you had walked into the middle of George Orwell's nigl € ony, Tony Benn told the court that it was
mares. The fibre-optic cables running under yourfeetearry  “inconceivabletthat the intelligence collected at Menwith Hill
32,000 telephone lines, and the space-age hardm&ﬁﬁﬁ would ‘net be used for commercial advantage. Even the
your eyes momtors transrnlssmns from land a!ﬁﬂm tel- NSA's website admits that its work includes “monitor-
{e] ing tha&vaiapmem of new technology”around the world.
‘one of a small band of MPs who have at-
tempiwd impose some form of parliamentary
aocmfah{@y on Menwith Hill. In his last speech to the
House bﬁe his untimely death in 1994, Bob Cryer gave a
blisterin i‘ﬂack on the station, and the fudging of Ministe-
alreplies on the subject. He described how the then Minis-
im State for the Armed Forces (Nicholas Soames) had
rid here is parliamentary accountability for Menwith Hill,
the Minister for Public Transport (Stephen Norris) found

Action at Menwith Hill 4th March

calls every hour. Its targets are military, po
cial, industrial and domestic. This is not
Is Menwith Hill spy station.

Oﬂlctally titled " RAF Menwﬂh Hill’, thel

US National Security Agency (NSA). There ari 0 Amie
can staff and 600 British staff on site. It opems in close’
tandem with GCHQ at Cheltenham, but GCHGhﬂs‘mw-A
matic access to the intelligence gathered at Menwith. Hill.
All domestic and international telephone calls in Britainpass:
through Menwith Hill, allowing US officers to spy on any
British citizen without a warrant. Information collected on
political activists, for example, can then be passed on to
MI5, Special Branch or Scotland Yard.

Despite the end of the Cold War, the NSA continues
to have a budget of $10 billion per year. It spends $1 million
per minute spying on the communications of the UK, France
and Germany. The US ‘acquired’ 562 acres of Yorkshire
moorland in 1956 in a secret arrangement with the British
government. The arrangement was never approved by the
British Parliament. A 21-year tenure was agreed, and re-
newed in 1976 for a further 21 years, again in secret and
without parliamentary approval. Despite the expiry of this
tenure , the base continues to expand. Since the arrange-
ments between the UK and US governments which allow
Menwith Hill to operate are secret, nobody knows on what
legal grounds Menwith Hill now functions. The rapid expan-
sion of the base has required planning applications, in 1985
there were four radomes (golfballs), now there are 27. How-
ever Harrogate Council has no power fo refuse permission
or impose conditions.

The reasons for Menwith Hill's very existence give
an important insight into the 'special relationship' between
the UK and USA. In a court case last year, former Cabinet
Minister Tony Benn MP testified that Britain is under con-
tract to the US to buy nuclear weapons on the condition
that bases like Menwith are allowed to operate from here
and provided that the US has access to all British intelli-
gence operations. The role of Menwith Hill in a military con-
text is undeniable, it won an award from the NSA as "Sta-




the station so secret that while he was a minister at the  representatives or disgruntied business leaders, but a di
Department of Defence he thought it was a railway station!  cated collection of peace campaigners. There have been
Max Madden MP asked questions between 1986 and 189 1 i
Norman Baker, Lib-Dem MP for Lewes, has aske
of parliamentary questions about Menwith Hill a;
issues since entering the house in May 97. “I'm a
in freedom of information,” he told Squall. “I don
way Menwith Hill is shrouded in secrecy, and I'aj
vinced that what happens there is for the good &
try. Most of us assume the cold war is over,
tion must be what are they using it for? One
tions must be that it is being used for indu:
The standard ministerial reply to
tion on the subject is: “The use of Menwi
States Department of Defence is sub
arrangements between the United King
States Government.” A
Recently the US and UK Gow
embarassed by an EC report from the
ogy Office of Assessment which stated
all e-mail, telephone and fax communi
intercepted by the United States Nation
transferring all target information from the
via the strategic hub of London then by sa
in Maryland via the crucial hub at Menwil
confirmed that this included diplomatic, e
cal communications, monitored through a
spy web, mainly at Menwith Hill. European b

ed include the WoMenwith Hill Women's:
shi CNDandmeCampaignforme AcCH

rested, assaulted, imprisone
D give up. British MoD Police 2

|n the summer of 1997, forbiddin
he first set of byelaws had bee
- . The first two activists to be a
'Iaﬁmblen John and Anne Lee, were acg

ffidential  pass ontg)!
'the United in

s arested underthe same byelaw which
nvalid. They had been removing byelaw ne
ebruary Lindis Percy, who has had an in
banning her from the area around Menwi
xception of two public footpaths, was arre:
rone of these signs from the side of one of the
s. “They deliberately moved the bylaw notices thre
are believed to be less than delighted at the confir protecr the signs from protestors! The intent was e
their commercial confidentiality is routinely breached by ar! ment. They say the notices are off the footpath, | say
arm of the US Government. are still on it. So by reading the notices you have to ¢

Not surprisingly, those who have worked the hardest  close you are, in their eyes, committing a criminal
to highlight the scandal of Menwith Hill have not been political  The MoD Police appeared out of nowhere and arrested

e

N

Action at Menwith Hill 4th Mai




It has been alleged that she had nine injunc-
tions banning her from the base, but claims she
was entitled to use the footpath. Lindis has been a
thomn in the side of the US military in the UK for
many years. She has taken out civil and criminal
actions against the US Government for assault and
false imprisonment at a number of US bases. The
Americans cited diplomatic immunity and the cases
failed. The criminal action is now being considered
at the European Court. Last year she served more
than two months of a nine-month sentence in
Holloway, and was released after intervention from
the Official Solicitor when her health was compro-
mised after she was subjected to involuntary
stripsearches. "l firmly believe that out of bad things,
good things will come,"she told Squall, “and that
people can make a difference, when we know what
we are doing is right... My family know this is im-
portant work and accept that the arrests and court
cases is what is going to be. Of course there have

been problems and they used to get very angry, but [ ad S & B % T a4t & ] dof Do b w7 G
| think it is sorted out now. : PR TRE BVERE & X e
“This crazy zany world of secrecy, collusion L R A | S Nl W B Sy RV

and deceit is bizarre - | still work as a health visitor s * '
British Nuclear Fiasco Lid

EVERYTIME BNFL DOES ANOTHER P
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in Bradford which keeps me sane. They want you
to give up - but the more they try and silence me
the stronger | get.” -

It has recently been confirmed that there are
plans for the continued expansion of Menwith Hill
until at least 2005. The physical expansion shall
enable it to house the technology to transmit and
receive communications and full-spectrum photo-
graphic images from military satellites, allowing the
US military to see and hear what is going on, on
literally any inch of the planet. It will also be able to
control laser weapons which could be fired anywhere
to an accuracy of six feet. The space probe Cassini,
launched last autumn with 72 Ib of plutonium on
board, was directly connected to the need to fuel
these weapons in space. There is every reason to
believe that it will continue to grow well beyond
2005, and who knows what technology it will house
by then. Big Brother is not just watching you, he's
getting bigger all the time.

Boycotting ‘The Beach’ SERENES Hth & feon

Friday 11th February: More than a dozen protesters
brought the remains of the beach to Warner Village
Cinema, Newcastle. Sand, trees and the sea - plus an
image of Leonardo di Caprio - were deposited at the
entrance by environmentalists in beach gear, in or-
der to highlight the environmental destruction
caused to Maya Bay, Thailand, during filming of ‘The
Beach’ which began its general release that day.

SchQUFACT

The USA alone, with only 6% of
the world's population, consumes
30% of its resources.




Glen of the Downs

Ireland’s longest running road protest camp
(See SChNEWS 241)
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CELEBRATE THE TRIUMPH OF THE
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SQUOTES

“The earth is but one
great ball. The bor-
ders, the barriers, the
cages, the cells, the
prisons of our lives, all
originate in the false
imagination of the
minds of men.”

Mumia Abu-Jamal
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“FRIENDS OF

THE POO

*One Filipino child is said to die every
hour, in a country where more than half
the national budget is given over to pay-
Ing just the interest on World Bank and
IMF loans.” John Pilger, ‘Hidden Agendas’.

The outgoing head of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) became the latest
victim to be pied last Sunday. In a farewell
speech at a meeting of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development
(LUNCTAD)in Bangkok,Michel Camdessus’
¢laim that the IMF “are best friends of the
poor” was clearly too much for one out-
raged person, who pied him full in the face.
Splat!

And SchNEWS can reveal that the pie
in the face is nothing compared to the glo-
bal protests being planned when the IMF
next meets at Washington DC in April!

So why all the fuss? What's the IMF?
Read on for your quick economics lesson...

In 1944, 44 nations met in the New Eng-
land village of Bretton Woods to construct
u new framework of stability and national
sovereignty for the post-war economy. This
little gathering gave birth to three beauti-
ful offspring... The IMF, the World Bank
and the WTO (which at that time was called
the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade or GATT). Frederic F.Clairmont, in
“The Rise and Fall of Economic Liberal-
ism” described the Bretton Woods creation
us “a lethal totalitarian blueprint for the
carve up of world markets™. The IMF, in
its infaney, was set up to maintain currency
stability and develop world trade, but as it
grew up it got bigger and badder. In the
1970s, the Organisation of Oil Producing
Countries (OPEC) shoved large amounts
of money in western banks which the banks
then loaned out to developing countries.
When governments began to run into trou-
ble with the repayments, the IMF and
World Bank hastily stepped in to bail out
the private banks. The transfer of private
debt into public liability was therefore com-
plete - the third world debt crisis had be-
gun! In order that third world governments
rescheduled their debts and received new
loans, the IMF imposed certain conditions,
conditions called *structural adjustments’.

@ANTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION
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Structurally adjusted...

Countries whose economies are going
down the pan can receive loans from the
IMF in return for a bit of ‘adjustment’.
Adjustment, to the IMF, means de-regula-
tion of industry, cutbacks in public serv-
ices and subsistence farming abandoned to
cash ¢rops. rshort, the economic direc-
tion of the country is planned, monitored
and controlled by the IMF in Washington.
Lovely! Or as John Pilger put it,"the sur-
render of sovereignty, and without a gun-
boat insight.” Any Governments that refuse
to comply are cast into financial darkness
and refused further loans.

In 1997, the foreign debt of *devel-
oping countries” was $2 trillion. Put
another way this is $400 for every
man, woman and child, whilst the av-
erage income in these countries is less
than a dollar a day. Meanwhile... net
nurd Bill Gates is worth over $60 bil-
lion; more than $1.5 trillion changes
hands on the global currency market
each day: the World’s richest 200 peo-
ple are worth more than $1 trillion!!!

The IMF: Working
wonders worldwide...

Chile was the first lucky recipient of the
IMF’s restructuring revolution under
Augosto Pinochet’s regime. This resulted
in industries being dismantled and the ma-
jority of Chileans being plunged into pov-
erty. At the end of this programme, Chile’s
debt was higher than it was at the start.
Surely this was a failure? Oh no, the IMF
were proud of the results!

The reign of ruin spread to Africa, the
poorest continent in the world where more
money is spent of debt repayments than on
healthcare. What a lovely target...the IMF
rubbed its hands with joy as they took over
the management of the economies, increas-
ing debt by 400%. In the city of Lusaka in
Zambia. four out of every five people are
unemployed and half of the newly priva-
tised companies are bankrupt. Nicaragua

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK

For waiting for a train! Brighton’s finest
were out in force last Saturday night at
Brighton station with the usual collection
of S&M gear, dogs and vehicles needed to |
ensure safety for the travelling public. One
particularly jovial officer approached a
humble SchNEWS scribe and proceeded
to let his dog jump all over him, justifying
the assault as “just training, sir” before
moving on to his next victim. The fifth or
sixth person unwillingly drawn into this
“training” exercise wasn't so lucky, as the
dog got very excited and the extremely be-
mused commuter was grabbed by four cops
and dragged off to a police car without
search, charge or caution.

is equally fortunate, structural adjustments
have moved the economic burden from the
rich to the poor. Living standards have de-
clined and many state workers face a bleak
future owing to the privitisation of almost
everything.

Dictators, unsurprisingly, are very good
at applying IMF policies, and so have been
very successful at receiving loans. Very
often this money has not reached the poor
who suffer most through the subsequent
debt. In the Philipines, the late Ferdinand
Marcos managed to build up a wealth of
$10 billion thanks to International Aid. On
his departure, the IMF refused to cancel
repayment and simply moved the burden
to the Filipino government who had to raise
taxes and end rice subsidies. In Brazil there
is no record for 80% of the amount bor-
rowed by the former military dictatorship.

* The IMF’s program extends to
complimenting dodgy regimes, which
maybe accounts for their recent praise of
New Labour’s chancellor, Gordon Brown.

* A small group of protesters, disguised
with West Papuan tribal masks, greeted the
Indonesian President and 100 of his corpo-
rate cronies this week, throwing pies and
fake blood and blocking the entrance to a
business seminar. The Indonesians were here
to chat to 400 delegates from British industry.

DIARY DATES

* April 16-17 are the dates for the *mobilisa-
tion for global justice’, with actions planned
when the IMF next meet in Washington DC,
and simultaneously in countries across the
world. * There also a proposal for a Global
Day of Action during the annual ministerial
meeting of the IMF in Prague, in September.

* For a good in depth analysis of the global
economy get this months issue of the New In-
ternationalist. Tel 01858 439616 or
www.newint.org




Chemical Terrorism

“I was ordered to go into a brick room and
take off my gas mask for 3-4 minutes. [ then
ran oul tears streaming from my face and 1 felt
awful.” Anonymous ex-serviceman from WW11

Shocking evidence is emerging from scien-
tists investigating chemical gases carried out
by the Ministry of Defence in “Demoralising
Experiments”™. The International Scientific En-
vironmental Research Network (1.S.E.R.N) told
SchNEWS, “We were digging into the contro-
versial topic of Gulf War Syndrome when we
made an astonishing discovery.”

1.S.E.R.N started investigating ex-servicemen
and found that men who were in the army as
far back as 1945 suffered illnesses related to
chemical damage to the brain. When the ex-
serviceman above asked why the M.O.D had
gassed him, he was told it was an experiment
“to see if | could carry out orders while demor-
alised.” An I.S.E.R.N spokesman told us, “this
soldier was subjected to a concoction of chemi-
cals, which attacked the limbic region of his
brain, which controls mood and memory. Hence
the demoralising effect. When tested we dis-
covered he had chemicals in his blood from 55
years ago! Furthermore, his children have de-
veloped an illness known as Multiple Chemi-
cal Sensitivity and they have allergies to eve-
ryday chemicals such as perfume, paint, tobacco
smoke, household cleaners, car fumes ete. This
illness is caused by chemical damage to the lim-
bic region of the brain.” What a coincidence!

This is the thin end of the wedge. Evidence

ests up to 2 million people in the UK may
be ill due to the M.O.D’s use and creation of
toxic chemicals. lllnesses range from Spina Bi-
fida, Asthma, Arthritis, Alzheimers, thyroid dis-
orders, Eczema, Dyslexia, Anaemia, Allergies,
to hormonal disorders such as PMT, sleep dis-
orders, mood swings, memory problems, the
list just goes on...

I.S.E.R.N intend to carry on their research
and need ex-servicemen to come forward with
information, which will be treated in confi-
dence. Contact: isern2000{@hotmail.com or by
post ¢fo SchNEWS

SANTA CLAUSE

“To remove Clause 28 without replacing it
with alternative protective legislation is irre-
sponsible, leaving children without any statu-
tory protection from homosexual campaigning.”
Keep the Clause, anti gay campaigners.

In Scotland, Media House has handed over
£500,000, to this bunch of paranoid arseholes,
who seem to possess the combined intellect of
a dead pilchard. “Keep the Clause,” in their
quest for spreading hateful rhetoric have made
the slight mistake in advertising a new Free-
post in the Daily Record and have been bom-
barded with empty envelopes, old beer mats,
telephone books, and it was a rumoured, a pav-
ing slab. Of course SchNEWS is not the kind
of publication that would print such an address
which is Keep the Clause, Freepost SCO 5219,
Perth PH2 BBR. Meanwhile Stagecoach boss
Brian Souter, is also a keen supporter of the
clause, and gave £500,000 to the Scottish
Schoolboards Association to help them rant on
about how our kids need protecting. What these
gallant pioneers of child protection neglected
to disclose however, was that when Stagecoach
took over South West Trains, one of their first
decisions was to close the work’s nursery. This
left Carol Moya, who was employed as a rail
operator, having her contract terminated due to
her being unable to find childcare !

Subscribe!
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SchNEWS in brief

March 8th is International Women’s Day,
Women all over the world will be taking part in a
Global Strike, calling for fairer wages for women,
a total change in the priorities of the world's
budget, and recognition of women's work both
paid and unpaid. The strike has been called by
the National Women’s Council of Ireland, and the
International Wages For Housework Campaign,
Contact Crossroads Women's Centre, 0171 482
2496 or http://
womensirike8m.server101.com**Two people
from the Protest Naked For The Right To Be
Naked In Public campaign are up for, yes, in-
decent exposure at Birmingham Crown Court
on the 25th Feb. They reckon the 1847 law is
outdated and should be scrapped. After strip-
ping off at such tightly dressed places as the
Royal Courts of Justice, the campaign plans to
protest naked at New Scotland Yard on July
15th, 01203 222076 www.geocities.com/
thehumanmind/**Campaign Against Arms
Trade National Student Gathering, including
evening entertainment from Mark Thomas and
Seize the Day, Sat 11th March, London. Tick-
ets £7 including vegan meal. Info: 020 7281
0297.**Leicester Prevent the Terrorism Act
are having a day of action to highlight the new
bill (SchNews 242), Meet on Sat Feb 26" at
the Clocktower, Leicester city centre, 12
noon.*#*There’s a benefit for the Southdowns
Hunt Sabs this Sat 19that The Freebutt, Albion
Street, Brighton. It starts at 8pm and features
ska/dub/punk group lnner Terrestials + sup-
port.** Pedal Power! A critical mass cycling
event is planned for 26™ Feb. Meet at Markeaton
car park derby at 1.30pm to ride to the city
centre.**Canadian Pacific Coastal Airlines
recently barred a member of Greenpeace from
boarding one of their planes because it regards
Greenpeace as a “quasi-terrorist organisation™,
** West Country Activist has been revamped
as Action South West, and they are looking for
people to re-subscribe. Send donations, spare
stationary, stories, or office equipment to Box
80 Greenleaf, 82 Colston St. Bristol, BS| 5BB,
tel. 07931 268966, e-mail wea99@hotmail com

SEED OF DESTRUCTION

Want to hear about yet more genetically modi-
fied madness? The government has announced
plans to introduce the first genetically modified
seed onto the National Seed List. This list dic-
tates exactly which potatoes and peas get to make
it onto our plates. A herbicide-tolerant maize fod-
der, made by Aventis, could be placed on the list
by the end of this month, and would give the cor-
poration the right to sell and grow their mutant
produce. To add further insult, MAFF is seeking
to remove peoples’ right to object to products
placed on the Seed List. More info contact Friends
of the Earth 0171 490 1555 www.foe.co.uk/camps/
foodbio/seedlist/.

For an ethical alternative for your allotment,
contact the Heritage Seed Library who have
around 700 types of vegetables which are ex-
National Seed List owing to their not being com-
mercially viable. The aim of the library is to keep
these poor unwanted seeds alive and well, and 1t
is run on a non-profit basis. Tel 01203 303517

* Week of protest against genetic foods 1-10

April, www.RESISTANCE isFERTILE.com
seesscoecnsone0OROROO

e PREVENTTHETERRORISMBILL e
: BENEFIT GIG :
At the Cuba Club on the seafront, Tuesday o
oleb 22" 10pm-2am, Matt Black (Coldeut/ o
e Ninja tunes) + Milkyboy + Headspace. Tickets o
el3 b4 lipm /4 after. Tequilas £1.20 all night
2099090080000 0008080 0008
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LIFE IN THE FAS

The Valentine’s Day demo at the Fz
val Base, home of the Trident nue
rines, resulted in 179 arrests — the la
of the New Millennium! Around 40
clear protestors descended on the
blocked the main entrances in an
prevent employees reaching their w
They managed to close down the
four and a half hours! A spokes
the base gave his opinion, “The
sick and tired of these people trying
earning a living”. Those arrested may |
with minor eriminal damage. For more
tact Trident Ploughshares on 01603 61
visit www.gn.apc.org/tp2000/

* Visit Faslane Peace Camp, 81d
Helensburgh, Argyll and Bute, Scotl
ENT Tel 01436 820901 1

Also on Valentine's Day...86 people wi
rested at the US mission to the UN, and
US embassy in London in a protest
light the ongoing economic sanctions
A second member of the UN team in |
quit in protest against sanctions.

There’s a talk on Iraq titled ‘Death g
tion?" featuring a speaker from Voice
Wildernest, taking place in Brighton @
20th Feb at the Brighthelm Centre,
7.30 pm. And on March 6%, there’s a
tary by John Pilger on the same issy
9.30pm i

* Voices in the Wilderness, 16b Cherw
Oxford OX4 1BG, 01865 243232, .

FU'CANAL

housing alongside the canal.
every night and are whitewashed by
tors each day. Anarchist rules footballh
played, watched by an audience of 4 p
2 hours. In a separate incident Laing
have demolished the wall of a listed
are now in trouble with the Council.
also in trouble with the fire brigade
ing access to the industrial estate w!
where they were burning demaolition
being unable to find the keys. Check
/reespace.virgin.net/art. 2000/0x ford
LLL] (!
Dig this!What do you get if you
miles of countryside, trashing 358 a
containing three special sites of scien
terest, 10,000 trees, two civil war ba
and then concrete the bloody lo1? In
cal, road fanatical Blighty, believe itor
win an award. Environment wrecking, h
terrorists, Mott MacDonald, the ol
responsible for this solid achievemen
Concrete Society’s Millennium Award. A:
have spread the stuff over half of Chi
Kong and Malaysia, to name but a fi
wonder. In fact, the only place they ha
Eark in southern Mongolia which th
now about yet. SchMNews have col
dence that these stone hearted tree kill
the Newbury Bypass overall winners.
to grit our teeth when we heard they
away the civil engineering category &
awarded a certificate of excellence.This
viously going to pave the way for other!
national lovelies to grace our land.
disclaimer
SchNEWS warns all readers to strucl
adjust their Section 28 on leaving ol
bathroom.Honest
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*What is possible and what is bananas is
lard to judge at present, but from our expe-
nce every bone in our bodies says this

Alation International (RAFI)

Smaller than the SchNEWS bank ac-
tount, nanotechnology is set to be the next
Ig thing in the manipulation of reality
Mlnce biotechnology. Who says? The
merican Assocation for the Advance-
ient of Science who had their Annual
Lieneral Meeting last week, and believe
hat machines made up of a few atoms could
be possible in a few years time.

After the dazzling and life-affirming sci-
Wnce that led from the discovery of the atom
) the atom bomb, from DNA to
Wrankenfoods, SchNEWS readers will ex-
use us for not jumping up and down with
Wxcitement at this next big leap forward.
So what is nanotechnology? And why aren’t
digging in the SchNEWS biscuit tin for
wiir long lost microscope in anticipation?

A nanometre is a billionth of a metre. If you
put 50 million nanos side by side they’d be
¢ width of a human hair. Where biotech-
ology manipulated genes to alter what was
Mhere already, nanotechnology can build
tty much anything atom by atom, or alter
isting structures. Which could mean much
ster and smaller computers that assemble
hemselves, or manipuating the atomic struc-
lre of objects so they that may even be
limed into something else. As Pat Mooney
Juts it, “You could have a household micro-
‘Wive which you simply pop the garbage into
Wi out pol?ls - well another microwave if you
int. Or a hamburger. a piece of furniture, TV
, anything!™
As is the case with a lot of science,
Whether the new research gets used for eve-
Iyone’s benefit depends on who controls it
el what their motives are. Nanotech could
e used for microsurgery, since it would
be a lot easier to inject surgical robots to
perform operations rather than cutting peo-
mc open, or for recycling waste into some-
Mhing useful. However, on a darker note.
¢ U.S has already developed a spy plane
¢ size of a pound coin that can fly up to
1000 feet at 40 mph, with built-in sensors,
und it is only a matter of time that ones
‘wmaller than the eye can detect will be in-
Wented, How can you prevent yourself be-
ing monitored, if you don’t even know it’s
hippening?

Governments are taking the technology
seriously. Following the Japanese lead in
investment, the U.S gov't’s National
Nanotechnology Initiative (N.N.L.) has
been given a proposed budget of $500 mil-
lion dollars for next year, but as Pat Mooney
notes, “We don’t know what is being spent
by the Department of Energy or Dept of
Defence, but it’s considerably more than
that.” Research is accelerating fast, and we
are no more than a few years away from
nanomachines. Last year researchers in the
U.S buill motor from just 78 atoms, small
enough to fit in a cop’s brain (okay, that’s
not what they used it for, cops are VERY
clever really).

Now call us cynical but we at SchNEWS
are a little concerned. Control of research and
funding is already in the tiny hands of na-
tional governments and corporations.
Among those funding the N.N.1., are the U.S
Department of Defence, and NASA, and the
current corporate leader of nanotech research
is IBM, an early backer of the Multilateral
Agreement on Investment (SchNEWS 141)
which threatened to strip away the worlds
labour and environmental laws. If nanotech
follows the same pattern as biotech, then we
can look forward to companies like
Monsanto moving in to try and get a stran-
glehold on the nanotech market, as they have
tried on the agricultural markets with their
GM products. If they start patenting this re-
search as they are doing with GM products,
then you could find that you will only be
allowed to use such technology if you pay
them a hefty fee. Pat Mooney: “When [ dis-
cuss it, it’s like talking about bio-technology
in the 70s — people asking how could it be
possible. They say we're crazy. But at RAFI
we reckon that bio-technology will not be
with us much longer. We are in a transition
towards nano-technology if you look at
where the money is being spent on research
around the world.”

TERROR TUBBIES BENEFITNIGHT
THIS SUNDAY 27™ FEB
To raise awareness of the Government’s
proposed Terrorism Bill

(@ The Gloucester, with P.A.LN., Tragic
Roundabout and Mark Leveller
5pm-10.30 Free food B4 Tpm

£3.50/£2.50 concs.

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK

For having dirty sheets! A couple had
their house searched by Manchester cops
and were locked in police cells for seven
hours (while their three young kids were lefi
unsupervised at home) for the alleged theft
of a bed sheet from a Road Chel hotel. They
had put the sheet in a laundry bag and left it
outside for collection after one of her chil-
dren had spilled a drink on it, The next day
hotel staff found the ing sheet.

Maybe we're being a bit too pessimistic
about all this fiddling around with atoms.
and it will turn out to bring nothing but
good for humanity. After all the nanobots
in Star Trek are sometimes mischievous,
but basically cute little robots who help
out the crew of the Enterprise from time
to time. However, does anyone remember
what happened the first time scientists
started playing round with the atom?

Check out www.rafi.org in mid-March
for more info.

OFF THEIR STED!

What do you reckon the Government
does to a school which has exam results
27% above the national average? Praise
them? No, tries to close them down!!

Summerhill in Suffolk is an independent
progressive school founded in 1921 by
A.S.Neill, a teacher and revolutionary. He
created a community free from authoritar-
ian rule, in which pupils® personal inter-
ests and development have priority. Chil-
dren have a direct say in the running of the
school through weekly meetings. The
school’s ideals have influenced educational
theories and political thinking worldwide.
However, not everyone is enthusiastic. The
Education Authonties equate “the pursuit
of freedom” with ‘the pursuit of idleness’,
and they can’t handle the non-compulsory
lesson attendance policy. Despite having
only 58 pupils, Summerhill is the most in-
spected school in Britain. Last May’s

FSTED inspection led to them being
served with a Statutory Order of Complaint,
The order required changes including com-
pulsory attendance of léssons and stricter
discipline. Failure to comply may lead to
closure. Summerhill believe that these
measures go against the fundamental prin-
ciples on which the school is founded. An
appeal has been lodged with the Independ-
ent Schools Tribunal, it’s hearing will take
place over 8 days, from 20" March. Please
show your support for Summerhill in it's
fight against closure. As Zoe Readhead,
Principal, said “If Summerhill is closed it
would simply be another nail in the coffin
of anything that’s different.” Save
Summerhill Campaign, Summerhill,
Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4HY. 01728 830 540.
www.s-hill.demon.co.uk
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IT'S A SIN

In December 1991 a woman was held captive at
knife-point and raped. Her attacker took obscene
photographs, asking his victim to smile for the cam-
era. He attempted to force pills down her throat.
He took the number of her car to further intimidate
her. When she started to receive threatening phone
calls, derrified for the safety of her two children,
she went to the police, But a policewoman advised
her to drop the case. A year later the same man
committed an almost identical attack at the same
premises. her Davies was arrested. the case
was forwarded to the Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS) who decided not to prosecute.

Why? The two women are prostitutes, so the
courts deem them “not credible”. Forget precon-
ceptions - of these two womien one was saving to
buy an electric wheelchair for her disabled hus-
band, the other was funding her degree. The Eng-
lish Collective of Prostitutes estimate at least 70%
of prostitutes are mothers, mostly single, strug-
gling to support their families in the face of ben-
efit cuts and low wages.

Prostitute women, being criminalised, are very
vulnerable to violence and are forced onto the
streets by laws which say that women working
from the same premises constitutes a brothel de-
spite the fact that working on the streets is ten
times more dangerous than working indoors. Men
who attack prostitute women are hardly ever ar-
rested; only one in twelve women who is raped
reports it to the police; only one tenth of recorded
rapes result in a conviction.

Though prostitutes’ clients include police, law-
yers, judges and MP's, it is the women who are
considered not the men who use them. If
the police neglect to investigate a crime because
the victim was “only’ a prostitute then all women
are vulnerable to attack from the rapist who re-
mains free. In the case of the Yorkshire Ripper
the prosecuting Attorney General Sir Michael Ha-
vers said of the Ripper’s victims, “some were pros-
titutes, but perhaps the saddest part of this case is
that some were not. The last six attacks were on
totally respectable women.™

When a sex worker secures the prosecution of
her attacker the next hurdle is the Criminal Inju-
ries Compensation Authority who are likely to
refuse compensation on the grounds that the vic-
tim’s job puts her at risk by choice. But, as Harry
Cohen MP wrote to the Board, “If it is regarded
that their profession is by nature a dangerous one
then the logic of your argument breaks down. On
that basis you would refuse compensation to po-
licemen and their families who have been the vic-
tims of erime.”

When the CPS decided not to prosecute, the
ECP helped them to bring the first ever private
prosecution for rape in an English court. Their
case made legal history when 3 years later,
Christopher Davies was convicted.

Recommended reading: ‘Some Mother’s
Daughter’ from Crossroads Womens Centre, P.O.
Box 287, London NW6 SQU Tel 0171 482 2496

KEEP IT UP

Last Friday a Laing building site in Surrey
was occupied in solidarity with protestors who
are fighting eviction at the Gorsewood road pro-
test camp in Essex. Grateful workers enjoyed a
break from building a massive complex for
Pfizer - the makers of viagra. Maybe that’s why
people found it so easy to get up a massive crane
to unfurl a banner saying ‘more roads? Don’t
even fry it!’ Laing were targeted as they are
part of the consortium that is building the six
lane motorway through the Essex countryside.
20 days into the eviction and 5 people are still
g the tunnels. Gqsc Wood 07957 915977
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SchNEWS in brief

You can always rely on the Tories to come up
with the odd gem, and David Shaw, the prospec-
tive parliamentary candidate for Kingston and
Surbiton doesn’t disappoint: “1 think it’s no co-
incidence that Mo Mowlam had a brain tumour
andsmoked cannabis in her youth™ ** SchNEWS
would never gloat, but felt we should share the
Evening Anus’ apology to demonstrators who
went to Shamrock Monkey Farm the other week
and were branded, amongst other things, “terror-
ists”. The Anus g_rm elled *...we let you down with
our lopsided and half- heartedrepumngofthe pro-
test and the ugly clashes with police,. Equally we
condemn police brutality against anyone in the
same way we condemn extremists... We strive
for fair play. Yes, we let readers down this once,
but don’t leap to the conclusion it was because
we are biased. Quite simply, we slipped from our
normal standards.” ** Next Shamrock Demo:
Noon, 12th March. Tel 07020 936956 e-mail
shamrockmonkeys@yahoo.com ** Join satirist
Mark Thomas for the real “Star Wars™ on Satur-
day 4th March at the U.S-run Menwith Hill Spy
Base, near Harrogate, Yorkshire. Noon-4pm
www.gn.ape.org/endyorks/m4 ** Think Bacardi’s
Cuban cool? Find out the truth at a Boycott
Bacardi. Smash the Cuban Blockade Dayschool
on Sat 11th March 11am - 5 pm at Marchmont
Centre, Marchmont Street, London WC1 £5/£2,
Contact FRFI BCM, Box 5909, London, WCIN
3XX Tel 0171 837 1688 ** Housing benefit
privitised. Refuse collectors next? On Tuesday
Tth March there’s a demonstration against the
privitisation of Sheffield’s public services, meet
12.30 pm outside the town hall. ** The Socialist
Alliance are holding a National Campaigns and
Activists Conference on Sat. 25th March in Leices-
ter. The aim? “How to link direct action more
closely with socialist and green campaigning,
0116 244 0956 leicesterradical@hotmail.com **
The Nestle 16, who were arrested last November
on charges of ‘conspiracy to commit ary” af-
ter dropping a banner outside the Nestle factory in
Halifax (SchNEWS 242), have funnily enough had
their charges dropped! ** Campaigners will be
protesting outside 30 UCI cinemas this Satur-
day (26") to highlight the company’s destruc-
tion of Crystal Palace park. Meanwhile,
Bromley Counil, not content with giving plan-
ning permission to UCI to earve up the Grade 11
listed park with a planned 20 screen multiplex.,
cinema and huge roof-top carpark, now want to
cut down another 200 trees. The Council want
to clear “historically inaccurate trees’ that don’t
look primeval enough to make way for a dino-
saur areal www.crystal.dircon.co.uk

JOLLYHOCKLEY:,

The campaign against housing development
is hotting-up in Essex. At Hockley, protesters
are awaiting the results of a court case brought
by the developers to quash the protesters’ in-
junction which is stopping the company from
entering the land which remains sectioned off.
Campaigners are trying to stop 66 luxury homes
being built. The site is still under siege by the
developers” hired security using violent intimi-
dation tactics, protesters are imprisoned on site
with only a trickle of supplies being allowed
in. Last Saturday locals stormed the barricades
and a few managed to get through the fence to
join the protesters. A new camp has been es-
tablished at Ashingdon on Golden Cross road -
20 mins from the Hockley camp - on 5 acres of
the 7 acre site that is due to be developed by
Wilcon Homes. Residents have registered the site
as a public open space. More people are desper-
ately needed. Tel 0831 717815-Hockley or 07833
191951-Ashingdon. www.thisisessex.com.uk

chNEWS c/o on-the-fiddle, P.O. Box

20 for ncxt 70 lssues or donauons (pa

Inside SchNE
Saturday 4th March is an internatig
of solidarity with death row prisoner
Abu Jamal. Ex-Black Panther meml
award winning journalist Mumia has
death row for the past 16 years aft
found guilty of killing a policeman
trial that violated 4 human rights
For a full list of events taking place all
UK contact mumia@callnetuk.com

U'wa Update

The peaceful occupation by 450 U
ple protecting their tribal lands from.
ration (SchNEWS 244) has been a
the Colombian Police and Army re
the deaths of three children and the
ance of 11 others. Rural workers
the region began a three day general §
February 15th in response to the polie
ity. The children apparently drowned
soldiers and anti-riot police used tea
dozers and riot sticks 1o charge the b
forcing the U’wa to jump into the fast fg
Cubujon River. There will be anothi
Day of Action for the U'wa on March
tails www.ran.org, e-mail organize(@

Glen Sent

13 Glen of the Downs campaigne
imprisoned last Friday after refusing
ise the High Court not to interfere wil
low County Council. The Council are ¢i
ing a £20 million dual-carriageway
Glen, a beautiful broad leaf forest
fortunately just happens to be in the w
European Union’s grand scheme to
road network. Mr Justice Barr said
protestors wanted to be “made martyr
carted off to prison” he would oblige th
unlucky 13 were taken off to Mountja
where they will remain until they co
the High Court. Those jailed were du
High Court today, but as SchNEWS
press we we're still waiting for the oull
www.eme23.tp/glen/news.htm or D
0035 31497 3773,

CASUAL KILLE

Simon Jones was killed in 1998 on
day at work at Shoreham Harbour. He
ing one of the most dangerous jobs in
try with no health and safety training,
killed when his head was crushed by
of a crane (SchNEWS 182). There !
judicial review into the failure of
Prosecution Service to prosecute those
sible for Simon’s death at 10am, 16th
the High Court in the Strand, London,
night vigil will take place starting at
March. There's also a benefit fea
dians Mark Thomes, Jo Brand and Rob ]
and a short video about the campaign
March at Hove Town Hall. Get yer
cfo the SchNEWS www.simonjon

..and

SchNEWSs congratulates the Labour
one hundred glorious years. Jorg
leader of Austria’s far right Freedom P
the cangrarulations in first claiming
and Blair share “amazing sm:ulantleﬁ"
that Blair’s immigration laws are *
treme”. Like Tory Blair he is l:amMM ¢
ing a “new sense of community”,
parties stand up for the weak and un
leged”. Mr Haider also draws parallels
both parties’ employment policies. P
should change their name to Neo-La

nano-disclaimer
SchNEWS warns all actors with small parts not
drama unl (u!'a :rlm ll"ha: 5 nhr)ut the size of
- -
]; gahle to Justtce"] Ask for *Origin
00, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2
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STRIKE IT LUCKY!

“She meets March 8" with her face
¢rased and her name hidden. With her
come thousands of women. More and
maore arrive, Dozens, hundreds, thousands,
millions of women who remember all
over the world that there is much to be
tone and remember that there is still much
to fight for. It appears that that thing
called dignity is contagious”. A Zapatista
woman's statement about International
Women's Day.

Women and girls do two thirds of the
world's work, for only 5% of the world's
Income, women’s average full time weekly
earnings are 72% of men's (Office of Na-
tional Stats 1998), and a report in Red
magazine (Jan 2000) stated that two thirds
of women working full time do most of
the housework,

March 8" is International Women's Day
and women all over the world are hanging
up their pinnies, wirning off their disk doves
and taking to the streers. Since March 8th 1907,
when the women garment makers of New
York went on stiike for a living wage and a
0-hour day, the date has been earmarked to
nspire women worldwide in their fight for
their rights,

The Natonal Women's Council of Ireland
lve called this vear’s strike, and it's gone glo-
bal. Anne Neale from Crossroads Women's
Centre reckons that the strike “could be very
disruptive. When a similar action took plice
t In lceland in 1975, factories would not fune-
tion and everything shut down”. Cynthia
Fnloe in her book “Bananas, Beaches and
bises” argues that “if secretaries went out on
~ atrike, foreign affairs might grind to a stand-
sill”, Without women’s work the world
weonomy would fall to its knees. Kingston
- Raging Grannies ask “Can you imagine what

would happen if all the women stopped
work. ..at Wal-Mart or McDonalds?".

WHAT DO WOMEN WANT?

The global women's movement is a di-
verse tapestry, Some are calling for the abali
tion of 3* world debt, ‘cos its really women
that are owed billions for centuries of work,
ur for clean drinking water, affordable hous-
Ling, safery from violence, fair wages, and in-
~ preased benefits for carers and mothers
Women are striking to demand a change in
 the priorities of the global economy. Accord-
ing to the United Nations $9billion of the
worlds budget goes on health and nutriton,
S6bn on water and sanitation, $4bn on edu-
cation and $538bn on military budgets. This
spending reflects the attitudes of the people
who pull the purse strings, attrudes that con-
#ider arms to be more important than wel-
fare. As the floodgates open for multinational
corporations to enter developing countries
women are forced into low paid work with
poor conditions.

And for the boys... Men are supporting
the women’s strike. Payday Mens Network
said, “Like women, we want to work less and
have more money. We too want our unwaged
work recognised and paid with money, time,
resources, land, peace and rights. And we
know that as long as women work too much,
even more than men, their pay and condi
tions are the standard for men”. The net-
work have men ready to strike on the day,
other are making donations to the strike fund,
or committing themselves to do all the do
mestic chores and childeare for the day.

“At the beginning was the deed.”

Rosasluxemburg, Revolutionary Sacialist,
1871-1919.

Women have a strong tradidon of resist
ance; from taking up arms in the Zapatista
struggle, to the Cl iE o women in India hug-
ging trees, from the Greenham Common
women, to the mum who asks for childcare
provision in her workplace, from the suffra-
gettes on hunger strike, to the 1917 Russian
women factory worker’s strike that started the
revolution; In the UK women have made
their presence felt acovely enough o worry
Detective Chiet Inspector Kieron Sharp, the
copper leading the inquiry into City of Lon-
don protests on June 18, who panicked that
“women are playing a greater role in this kind
of subversive acavity than you would normally
find in criminal activity”,

Black women, mothers, lesbians, asylum
seekers, sex workers, pensiuncrs, students,
women with disabilities, waged and non-
waged women, and loads more are holding
actions from demos to'a day’s strike around
the globe. So if you fancy making a stand
why not make a partner take over household
of childcare duties for the day, walkour with
your colleagues at work or at college. Under-
currents are keen to film yver fun, contact them
on 01865 203662 or underc{@gn.ape.org

Here’s what women are up to in over 30
countries from Albania to Rwanda...

LONDON: Women are invited to a Day
of Celebration and Protest, with films and
performances by women singers, dancers and
poets from around the world. Full wheel-
chair access, childcare, and refreshments. 1pm-
11pm, Union (:hﬂ}}:d, Compton Avenue, Is-
lington, N1 (Hig bury & Islington tube).
Women working i the red light area of Soho
are considering stopping work and hanging
banners outside their working flats saying
SOHO ON STRIKE to protest about their
lack of recognition. Picker the Dept. of Trade
and Industry, Kingsgate House (next to
Clinton card shop, Victoria or St James Park
tubes). Trafalgar Square will be leafleted, and
Crossroads Women's centre will be touring
the city with their loud speaker sysrem,
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE: Tameside
women will be invited into a Strike Marquee

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK

For painting a bus pink! 10 members of the
Lesbian Avengers were nicked for hijacking a
Stagecoach bus and painting it pink. Stage-
coach were targetted because of the Chair-
man’s funding of Keep Clause 28 campaign.

in Market Square for a glass of champers and
to list their own strike demands. GREATER
MANCHESTER - (161 344 0758. LIVER-
POOL - contact the Black Sisters about their
Open Day 0151 709 8162!. KEIGHLEY-
check out the Women'’s Centre for alternative
therapy sessions all day 01535 681316.

IA Women will do no housework or
other work in the villages of Madhya Pradesh;
thousands will march in Ratpur, Ragard, and
Mahasmund. Deputations  led y
Chhattisgarh Women's Organisation will go
to Bhopal to meet officials and to Delhi 1o
lobby the government Chief Minister, press-
ing demands to end violence and poverty.
IRELAND The Women Count Network
will be striking in various ways, and along
with the National Women's Council is press-
ing for a national [":;n'd holiday on 1st Feb. (St
Brgid's Day), “A DAY OFF - because we're
worth it!” to value women's work. Women's
unwaged work is the largest industry in Ire-
land, estimated to be worth at least £314bn a
vear. BURKINO FASO Rural women are
Striking to Exist, demanding money for birth
certificates and identity cards which most can't
afford. PHILIPPINES Community groups
will lobby the president to issue a Presiden-
tial Proclamation making 8th March a paid
holiday; parties and picnics are happening all
day, and there'll be 2 “No Shopping Day™ o
protest against the consumer industry's prof-
its at women's expense. MEXICO Daugh-
ters of the Corn Women's Collective are hold-
ing a strike day with a public meeting, debate
and celebration in Mexico City. TRINIDAD
AND TOBAGO The Natonal Union of
Domestic Employees will lead a women's
march and rally in the capital city. NIGERIA
The Grassroots Women Foundation is de-
manding that 8th March be declared a na-
tional public holiday and that breastfeeding
working mothers be paid a special allowance.
USA Demonstrations and parties in several
major cities planned by US Wages for House-
work. The Welfare Warriors (Wisconsin) are

resenting women's Bills to Bill Clinton on
3th March, stating what welfare they're owed
for the work he steals, and other cides will
hold parties with the slogan “If vou don’t
pay us for our work, we’d rather party in-
stead!”

More info.., Crossroads Women's Centre
=1 - FT=k-= 4 d=Pr =274 -3 &
womenstrikeBm{@server10l.com

CANRTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION




YA BASTA!

Over the past year, two dates stand out
as defining moments of global resistance
against global capitalism: June 18th and
November 30th. Events which the
world’s press could not ignore; events
which showed that not everyone was
happy with the neo-liberal* agenda be-
ing forced down our throats.

The press like to talk about this
‘globalisation of protest” as if it's some-
thing new, but what about the international
movement against America’s war in Viet-
nam? The mass solidarity against South
African apartheid? Hey, some people are
even using the Internet to co-ordinate pro-
tests across the globe (This reminds
SchNEWS of when the cops were getting
all hot under the collar because ‘new age
travellers’ were using mobile phones to
organise free parties!).

But where did this new movement come
from? Where is its inspiration? A good
starting point is the Zapatista uprising
which came to the world’s attention on
January 1st, 1994. On the same day the
North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) was signed, four towns in the
Chiapas region of Mexico were taken over
by the Zapatista Army of National Libera-
tion (EZLN), and the news was quickly
broadcast around the world via the Internet.

SchNEWS recently spoke to someone
just returned from Chiapas.

Q: CAN YOU GIVE US A BRIEF
HISTORY?

A: The Zapitista's chose st January
1994 to ocecupy four major towns in the
state of Chiapas to coincide with the intro-
duction of NAFTA. They only held them
for two or three days before the Mexican
army chased them back into the jungle, but
they'd made their point by then! The
Zapatista resistance has been going on ever
since.

Q: SO 1994 WAS THE ZAPATISTAS’
ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE WORLD
THAT THEY MEAN'T BUSINESS AS
WELL AS TWO FINGERS TO THE
NAFTA AGREEMENT?

A: Yeah. I think there had been fights
with the army the year before, but the army
had decided to not pursue them because
the government was trying to negotiate this
NAFTA deal. The government were really
keen not to show there was a guerrilla war
in any part of Mexico so they kept it quiet.

Q: SOIT’S A SORT OF LOW INTEN-
SITY WAR?

A: Oh yeah, it’s definitely a war but not
one where many people are getting killed
at the moment; and even though we don’t
hear much about the Zapatistas at the mo-
ment, the movement is as strong as ever,
even in the face of 70,000 Mexican troops
constantly surrounding them.

Q: HOW DO THE ZAPATISTAS OR-
GANISE?

A: The Zapatista’s control 35 autono-
mous municipalities, and each municipal-

ity covers a huge arca with thousands of
people in it. The scale of the area is some-
thing people don’t appreciate.

Each municipality is named after an im-
portant revolutionary event or person. So
you have the Ist January, or April 10th
when Zapata was assassinated. Or Flores
Magon, who was a Mexican anarchist, and
Pancho Villa, who was once an ally of
Zapata,

What is important is that the Zapatista’s
have broken away from the old guerrilla
style of organising where the central com-
mittee tells you what to do.

Instead each village in the municipali-
ties has it's own assembly to run it's own
affairs. For example, some communities
have decided on completely communal
ownership of the land, while others have a
mixed system with common and individual

“ land. Each village sends a delegate to the

Clandestine Indigenous Revolutionary
Committee, where important military de-
cisions can only be made after all the com-
munities have been consulted.

For example during the San Andres
Peace Accords, when the Zapatistas talked
to the gov’t, every single community was
consulted, and these debates can go on for
days - they talk it out, till everyone who
wants to say something has said it, and then
some kind of consensus is made. We were
in one community where they had called a
congress to decide the education structure
for the whole of the municipality and the
meeting lasted two days!

Q: TELL US ABOUT THE LAND
OCCUPATIONS

A: 1 think the mainland takeovers started
around 1995. Just three landlords used to
control the municipality we were in. The=
landowners had passed land to each other
for generatipns, until they were kicked out,
and the area put under Zapatista control.

Before, in many places instead of being
paid wages, the Indians were given credit
for the landowners shop where everything
was priced really high so reinforcing their
poverty.

Many communities have debated what to
do with the old landowners houses because
no Zapatistas will live in them. Some have
been used as warehouses, some have been

“It 1s better to ¢
flghtmg than f"
hunger Major Ana Ma

demolished. In one community
down a house brick by brick
heard the landlord and his heavi
coming back. They sent him a Cl
card with a picture of where the ho
stood and said don’t bother - the
ing to come back to! j
Q: WHAT IS THE STANDA
LIVING?
A: They are dirt poor, they ha
any money, but they haven’t got an
tell them what to do now. They &
come out with “we have digmly"’
standard of living probably hasn’te
that much since the uprising, but
now they are farming the land for
selves.
Q: WHAT’S THE ATMOSPE
THERE LIKE?
A: Schizophrenic! You get the fi
from some that they can take on
world, but at the same time army
are flying really low every day, there
carriers and police helicopters,
bases next to some municipaliti
causes a certain desperation.
What the army and police do,
into some communities on the prel
looking for someone. It’s alwa
women who are there, with these bi
and little babies on their backs,
them off. A Mexican general recentlt
plained that he didn’t join the army
women and children!
Q: TELL US ABOUT THE R!
WOMEN
A: My experience was that the
are tough as hell. They take part in th
mand structures of EZLN, for exam
occupation of San Cristobal was
by women. One third of the
women, When I was in San Cristob:
was this huge women’s march &
militarisation in Chiapas.
Women insisted on alcohol bcmg
in the whole of the Zapatista ¢
region. Landowners used to make si
Indians got addicted to alcohol, whi
them into so much debt until
basically slaves. [f they tried to leay
would be shot or punished, so this:
thing was a really useful form o
and it had an effect on the wome

The Institutional Party of the Revolu-
tion is the longest-running political dy-
nasty on the planet, and has been in power
in Mexico since 1929!

In the early eighties Mexico defaulted
on its debts, causing a worldwide crisis.
In came the International Monetary Fund,
offering cash but with the usual
‘structually adjusted’ strings attached.
These strings meant that Mexico had to
flog off virtually every state owned busi-
ness. However, after a brief recovery, the

A(VERY)BRIEFHISTORY OF MEXICO

Mexican stock market crashed in
causing the local currency, the pe!
be devalued. This neo-liberal miracl
minated in the signing of the 1
American Free Trade Agreement,
the Mexican President being prais
champion of “liberal reform who
brought economic stability and s
[sic] justice to Mexico”. Unfortu
for the President, the Zapatistas dis
greed, and began their uprising, whi
continues to this day.




Wis a lot more domestic violence then.
Now, each community has got a little jail
jlg enough for one or two people and if
iy of the men turn up pissed they just stick
lem in the jail for the night. And it works,
wple don’t drink.

Another example of the influence of
inmen is the story of one guy who organ-
hes clean water projects for the communi-
pv. He put a proposal to the men in one
Hllage and said for the water project to
work, it would take a lot of hard work; three
heeks of solid digging a four mile trench
lom the mountain to the village. The men
lecided not to bother, and let the women
pntinue to go down to the river and bring
ater back in buckets. However, when he
nt back to the village a week later, he
wus approached and told by one of the
lilers, that the women had had a meeting
d told the men in no uncertain terms that
ey were gonna dig the pipeline!

However, in the assemblies there is still

hierarchy and it is still often the men who
o the talking; the women's revolution has
luppened, but it’s not all the way there yet
iy any means.

(): DO YOU THINK THE UNITED

NTATES SEES THE ZAPATISTAS AS
A THREAT?
A: Yeah, definitely. The US use the ex-
guse of the war on drugs to arm the Mexi-
van army and most of that weaponry is be-
Ing used against the Zapatistas. And of
yourse the US is worried because the
Japatistas are setting an example in not
Mecepting poverty and injustice. The
mericans spent millions destroying guer-
Ila movements in El Salvador, Guatemala
d of course Nicaragua. And now a whole
jew rebellion has happened in Mexico. a
gountry the US has always had a high level
ol control over.

The region is also rich in oil. The Mexi-
jan government wants to get its hands on
Il, but this revolutionary movement is in
Ils way, so at some point there is gonna be
W conflict . There is also huge bio-diver-
Mity in the forests, and the American bio-
lech companies want to get into the jungle
und start copywriting the genetic codes.

Q: HOW IMPORTANT DO YOU
THINK THE INTERNET HAS BEEN
THE STRUGGLE?

- A: 1 had this vision of them all tapping
Wway on their computers in the jungle and
{hat was rubbish - most communities don’t
gven have electricity. It is Zapatista sup-
rters in Mexico City and America who
ve been invaluable in terms of getting
the message out and creating a public mood
where the Mexican government feels it
Lan’t intervene because it would be too
tontroversial.

Q: HOW IMPORTANT DO YOU
THINK IT IS THAT PEOPLE LIKE
YOURSELVES GO ABROAD AND
VISIT AND SHOW SOLIDARITY
WITH THE ZAPATISTAS?

A: To be honest in terms of material sup-
port, the most useful thing that could hap-
pen, is some solidarity movement in
America to try and stop the weaponry get-
ting to the Mexican army. In the absence
of that, it’s a morale booster. We went over
s a football team, and every community

we visited we had to get up on stage and
introduce ourselves, say where we are from
- they're all like *where’s Europe?” How-
ever, if their grasp of geography isn’t very
good, they are politicised and they under-
stand why we are there.

Q: HOW IMPORTANT DO YOU
THINK THE ZAPITISTA STRUGGLE
IS FOR INSPIRING PEOPLE?

A: With the collapse of ‘communism’
there was glaoting about the triumph of
capitalism. If you want to get rid of the way
the world is now being run, you've got to
have some kind of idea about what the new
world will be like, and the Zapatista’s are
vital because they are not only saying it,
they’ve actually done it. They're running
the municipalities communally, they're or-
ganising their own education projects, their
own water projects, have their own army,
theyre reaching out to the other indigenous
people of Mexico — it’s inspirational.

Recommended reading: Zapatista! Docu-
ments of the New Mexican Revolution

(Autonomedia, New York "93)

Rebellion from the Roots by John Ross
(Common Courage "95)

Zapatista! Re-inventing Revolution in
Mexico by John Holloway (Pluto Press
*99)

Chackout:http://
www.eco.utexas.edu:80/Homepages/Fac-
ulty/Cleaver/chiapas95.html

Contact: Chiapas Link, Box 79, 82

Colston Street, Bristol.
Chiapaslink(@yahoo.com
SCHNEWS VOCAB WATCH
NEO-LIBERAL:

Initially associated with that romantic
duo, Reagan and Thatcher, neo-liberalism
has been the dominant economic theory for
the past two decades.

Supporters of neo-liberalism talk of *free
market’ policies that encourage private en-
terprise, consumer choice and personal ini-
tiative, and use these arguments to justify
everything from lowering taxes on the
wealthy, to dismantling education and so-
cial welfare programmes and scrapping
environmental regulations.

These well thought out conscientious,
economic policies, have resulted in ..a
massive increase in social and economic
inequality, a marked increase in severe dep-
rivation for the poorest nations, a disastrous
global environment and unstable global
economy ~ but, and here’s the key to it’s
popularity with its supporters, an unprec-
edented bonanza for the wealthy.

When these pioneers of righteousness,
are presented with some of the rather large
downside, they claim that the spoils of the
good life will invariably spread to the broad
mass of the population - as long as the neo-
liberal policies that exacerbated these prob-
lems in the first place are not interfered
with! Or as Robert McChesney put it “at
their most eloquent, proponents of neo-lib-
eralism sound as if they are doing poor peo-
ple. the environment and everybody else a
tremendous service as they enact policies
on behalf of the wealthy few.”

Worse still, the neo-liberal zealots loudest
message is that humanity has hit the jackpot
and there is no alternative to the status quo.

IT’S YER SCHNEWS BLOW
BY BLOW ACCOUNT OF
GLOBAL RESISTANCE

Jan 94: The Zapatistas rise up with the
signing of NAFTA (SchNEWS 174/5 and
SchNEWS 200 for effects of NAFTA in
Mexico)

Sept 96: The First Intergalactic
Encuentro for Humanity and Against Neo-
Liberalism, in Mexico

July 97: The second Encuentro in Spain
(SchNEWS 128)

Feb 98: Geneva people’s movements
from around the globe met and form the
People’s Global Action against “Free”
Trade and theWorld Trade Organisation
(SchNEWS 156)

May 98: Street parties in 40 countries
across the globe to protest against the G8
meeting in Birmingham (SchNEWS 168)

June 18" 99: Carnival against capital-
ism in the City of London , and actions in
27 other countries around the world
(SchNEWS 217/218)

Aug 99: Peoples Global Action Meeting
in Bangalore, India. (SchNEWS 226)

Nov 30™ 99: Battle of Seattle: The World
Trade Organisation’s talks are de-railed by
mass protests, with solidarity actions across
the world (SchNEWS 240)

‘Big Rattle in Seattle’

New 25 minutes video about last No-
vember’s successful demonstrations
against the World Trade Organisation.

£6 + SAE with 80p worth of stamps
from the SchtNEWS office

GLOBAL DATES FOR YER DIARY

April 16/17 Mobilisation for Global Jus-
tice. There will be week long series of
events in Washington, with workshops and
training on the global economy, ending with
a massive rally at the International Mon-
etary Fund’s (IMF) headquarters on Sun-
day April 16. Simultaneous events are
planned in other countries. www.al6.org

MayDay 2000 April 29 — May 1%

A four day gathering featuring

Workshops, bookfair, film festival, art
exhibition, footie tournament, tours of
revolutionairy London, Critical Mass bike
ride, plans for a permanent social centre,
music, parties, May Queen event with a
twist...

Maypoles, mayhem and a MASS AC-
TION in London on Monday May 1" to
“celebrate our diverse struggles against
capitalism, exploitation and the destruction
of the planet.”

MayDay 2000, BM MayDay, London,
WCIN 3XX

www.freespeech.org/mayday2k

Part of the international call for action
by People’s Global Action on 15" May

September, Prague:

Global Day of Action against the IMF
annual meeting: www.destroyimf.org




KOSOVO’S WOMEN

March 2000 marks one year since NATO
began it's bombardment of Serbia in response
to the ethnic ‘cleansing’ of Albanians in
Kosovo. Far from abating the crisis, Nato's cam-
paign not only subjected civilians to the vio-
lence, it perpetuated the forced evacuation of
thousands of Kosovans. In June, after an agree-
ment of sorts was reached, NATO withdrew
and its peacekeeping forces K-For and the United
Nations Admimstraion were introduced to the
ravaged province. So what’s changed one year
on?...evidence of human rights abuses is still
rife, with Albanians and Serbs engaged in a vi-
cious circle of endless retaliation attacks.
Among the countless organisations that are at
working to instill some sense of security into
the humanitarian disaster, are those that are spe-
cific to women’s needs. As well as enduring
the systematic torture meted out indiscrimi-
nately to the ethnic Albanians, women have had
to endure the added trauma of rape and other
sexual abuses.

Medica is an organisation born out of the con-
flict in Bosnia, who now run the successful
Medica Women's Therapy Centre in central
Bosnia which has so far helped over 20,000
women since 1993. Bosnian women are now
involved in an emergency initiative in Kosovo,
undertaking the training of Alabanian and
Kosovan female psychologists, nurses and doc-
tors in what they term “appropriate, gender-
sensitive, medical and psycho-social responses
to rape and other forms of war trauma.™

Among Medica's aims are: the documenta-
tion of women’s rights violations to bring about
prosecutions; the establishment of a mobile
clinic to reach those refugees scattered across
rural areas; the establishment of six tent-clin-
ics in Albanian refugee camps.

Medica’s principles have a clear woman-to
woman focus: “Women who have been system-
atically abused need care in the [irst instant from
women; they may be respected and their sto-
ries believed.”

Medica,

P.O. Box 9560, London NW52WF. 0171 482

5670. c.cockburn@ktown.demon.co.uk

YOURENEVERTOOOLD

Have you ever worried that perhaps you're
too old to be a feminist? Well panic no longer,
the Older Feminists Network could be for you!

Launched in 1982 out of the Spare Rib wom-
en's magazine collective, this group has been
going strong ever since. It’s aims are to chal-
lenge the stereotypes of older women, to mobi-
lise their skills and provide support and infor-
mation. "We felt that the larger Women's Lib-
eration Movement was not giving sufficient
atlention and value to older women” said a
spokeswoman.

The group hold day long events on the sec-
ond Saturday of each month, which include gen-
eral meetings, discussions and two workshops.
Here’s just some of the topics covered in these
workshops...widowhood, motherhood, self-de-
fence, sexuality, public transport, social status,
health...and many more. As well as all this,
there's a bi-monthly newsletter containing sto-
ries, articles, photos, campaigns and letters to
name just a few,

Meetings are held at the Millman Street Com-
munity Centre, 50 Millman Street, London
WC1 on the 2nd Sunday of each month from
1lam-5pm. Older Feminists Network, ¢/o 54
Gordon Road, London N3 1EP, 0208 346 1900
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SchNEWS in brief

Need information? Interested in getting ac-
tive? Want to get help of any sort? Here's your
quick run down of what to do and where to
go... BRIGHTON: ** Women's Refuge. Safe
accommodation for women who are victims
of domestic abuse. 01273 622822 ** Rape
Crisis Helpline, 01273 203773 ** Stopover
Residential Project. Safe accommodation for
women aged 16-21 suffering domestic abuse.
01273 603775 ** Women’s Writing Group.
Opportunity for women to write poetry, sto-
ries, articles, or anything you want to really!
They meet every Tuesday at Brighton Wom-
en’s Centre, Basement, Brighthelm Centre,
North Road, Brighton 7.30-9.30pm. 01273
240044 ** Queenspark Women’s Writing
Group, space for women to do creative and
autobiographical writing. Every Thursday 10-
12 am, 49 Grand Parade, Brighton. Annual
membership fee of £10/5. 01273 505642 **
Women’s Yoga at the Youth Centre,
‘Whitehawk Road. Thursdays 10.30-12pm. £2
** Women’s Rughy at Hove Park every Sat-
urday 7.30-9pm. ** Adventure Unlimited of-
fers women only outdoor activities and camps
for those of you who are feeling fit! 01273
681058 ** Mosaic. Black and Mixed Race
Community Group that meets at Community
Base, 113-115 Queens Road, Brighton, 01273
234017 ** Akwaaba Black and Ethnic Mi-
nority Support and Information. St.
Gabriel’s Family Centre, 8 Wellington Road,
Brighton, 01273 325039 ** Lesbian Drop-
in. Fridays |12-4pm at Brighton and Hove Les-
bian and Gay Community Centre. 113-117
Queens Road, 01273 234005 ** Young Moth-
ers Support Group. Organisation for moth-
ers up to age 19. Contact Tracy Holder or Sara
Downing, Morley Street Family Centre,
Brighton, 01273 295858 ** Oasis Women's
Drug Project, 22 Richmond Place, BN2 2NA,
01273 696970 ** Threshold. women’s men-
tal health initiative holding groups, sessions
and counselling. ** And last but by no means
least, there’s the Brighton Women's Centre
where you can find practically everything you
could ever want. They offer counselling, le-
gal advice, a creche, pregnancy testing and
drop-in sessions. Basement, Brightelm Cen-
tre, North Road, Brighton BN1 1YD.
www.btnwomen.u-net.com 01273 749567
AND ELSEWHERE: ** Training for
Women. Courses in furniture making, plumb-
ing, electrical installation, carpentry etc for
women out of work for over 6 months.
Childcare available and no course fees. Also
allowances for materials and clothing.
Northbrook College, Broadwater Road, Wor-
thing. 01903 606002 ** Women Returning
to Study. Women only college offering cer-
tificates to higher education. Residential and
day study available. Hilcroft College,
Southbank, Surbiton. 0181 399 2688

CAAT’S EYES

In case you didn’t know, the Campaign
Against the Arms Trade (CAAT) now has a
women's network, It was set up in Septem-
ber 1999 and raises awareness of the specific
traumas encountered by women during con-
flict. “Women and children make up the ma-
jority of the world's refugees, struggling to
survive when families, homes and livelihoods
have been lost.

There’s a free Women’s Information Pack
available. And an action planned in London
for International Women's Day. Contact June
at CAAT, 11 Goodwin Street, Finsbury Park,
London N4 3HQ 0171 281 1297

Let’s Haggle
If you fancy some revolutionary fe
tivity, join the HAGs! Don't be scared by
HAG stands for Hell Raising Anarchu
Brighton based ‘loose collective of
feminists”. The group originated in
last year from women attending the R
ance direct action meetings and the
nights at the Anarchist Teapot. It combi
nism and Anarchism to create an allia
equipped to fight against the forces of
and patriarchy which go hand in hand.
HAG are keen to point out that th
anti-male, but simply pro-women, a
ence. “Within HAG we can share con
humour and experiences. It helps us
from a different perspective and gi
creased confidence and skills”
spokeswoman.In their first year, the HAC
tackled a wide range of issues. Theis
tion, to coincide with International
Day 99 involved a procession round
bringing to the public’s attention the
colourful history of female activists in
Since then, they have produced a r
mme (wimminz hour) for pirate
attended the J18 Camival Against C
London, took part in International
with the message ‘Riot Not Diet’, o
defence lessons...and much, much mo
Feeling inspired yet? Here's a g
down of what the HAGs have in sto
future...more self defence lessons, a
actions, climbing traming days, making
other ‘anarch-fem” groups, and of co
fun on this year’s Intemational Women's
HAG meet every two weeks, al 6pm
days at The Hag House, 14-16 Newn
(off Lewes Road gyratory). They alwi
more people to get involved, so get
get active!

PAINT IT BLA

Women in Black is a worldwide o
that aims to address ‘the whole co
violence, from male violence against we
militarism and war.” [t was formed in
Israel out of the women’s protests a
el’s occupation of the Palestinian
and Gaza, and now has bases in
Belgium, the United States, Spain,
many other countries. Women in Black
have been particularly active of late,
ing the ongoing troubles caused by the
conflict, raising awareness, and a
those in power. !

Women in Black (London) c/o The
Fund, PO Box 14072 London N
www.chorley2.demon.co.uk/wib.hts

482 5670.

Sussex Women Magazine needs
This is a forthcoming publication that
be up and running in the Summer. It
on women’s experience in the Sussex
an emphasis on the positive aspects.
information on positive, constructiv
women are doing, rather than focusi
ways in which women are downt

Contributions are urgently needed,
people to get involved with the runn
magazine So, if you're a Sussex womé
something to say, get writing. Col
Jacqueline Seamon on 01273 240044

details disclaimer
SchNEWS warns all readers that we'll be on
week, but will be back the week after with a new

Honest,
o=
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Brighton
Prevent the

Billsquatted
community
centre, March
2000

Women make the world go round

“Life in this society being, at best, an utter bore and no
aspect of society being at all relevant to women, there
remains to civic-minded, responsible, thrill-segking fe-
males only to overthrow the government, eliminate the
money system, institute complete automation, and de-
stroy the male sex”. So, perhaps shooting men is not quite
the solution to global capitalism, bur Valerie Solanas still
said it with style. Female resistance has taken loads of differ-
ent shapes across space and time, and the world’s never been
short of wayward women and impudent gitls who say o,
and mean no, to a system that consistently denies both women
und men any sense of real freedom.

This year’s Interpational Women’s Day established & feisty
agenda for women, with the first ever global women’s strike (see
SchNEWS 250) demanding that women's lives and work be
valued. Tired of being ignored and written out of history women
kicked off the new millegium with spectacular assertions of
thetr presence and demands. Sex workers, studeats, housewives,
mums, workers, and loads more went on strike to make the
world stop and notice their unpaid or poorly paid work.

Irish women first called the strike, demanding a pasd
day off work forall women, and the vibe was contagious. “Ni
pocas ni l6cas™ (we'te neither few nor crazy) was heard all over
Argentina, as the Housewives Union coordinated a mass strike
alling for pensions without contribytions for workers with-
out wages. In Peru 5000 women marched through Lima. In
Barcelona a department store that insists its female sales staff
stay slim was occupied. British students walked out, claiming
that the government should be paying for the work they do.
Zapatista women marched in San Cristobal de las Casas de-
manding the withdrawal of the army from Chiapas, whilst
other Mexican women on sirike called for the release of women
students recently arrested. Women in every town of Macedo-
nin marked the day with a peaceful protest against all kinds of
discrimination. Iralian Reclaim the Streets occupied the streets
from Piazza Venezia to Termini Station, whilst [talian women
distributed kits for artificial insemination, protesting against
i new law which recognises the embryo as a human Being;
New Zealand’s ‘Parents as Partners’ organised a “Bad Hair
Day” in frustration about the lack of recognition in govern-
ment policy of unpaid parenting work.

In London the Strike was launched by sex workers.
Hiding their identity behind masks, more than half the area’s

sex workers marched through Soho, in protest at council at-
tempts to evict them from the flats where they work, leaving
potential clients with theighands in their trouser pockets. The
council’s ‘clean up’ operation to gentrify the area could make
aver 100 women homeless and working on the streets, where

‘it 1s 10 times more dangerous than working indoors.

Hey, not only 1s female resistance older than capitalism,
but it has alsa toppled it before. The 1917 International wom-
en's day was marked in Russia on February 23rd, at a ume
when even the most militant Bolshevik organisations were
opposing strikes for fears that the time was unripe for mili-
tant action. They were waiting for revolutionary action at some
indefinite time in the future. The women textile workers, how-
ever, were ready to act there and then. Trotsky testifies to the
power of these striking women in his History of the Russian
Revolution, where he states that “in spite of all directives the
women textile workers in several factories went on strike. It had
not occured to anyone that it might become the first day of the
revolution”, The striking factory women began by mobilising
support from the metal workers, and then the whole thing ex-
ploded into a mass strike of 90,000 workers! Thus the revolu-
tion was kicked off by women workers, a case of grassroots
action overcoming resistance even from its own revolutuionary
organisations.

Back here in old Blighty, the women of the seventeenth
century English revolution rémind us that just because hardly
anyone’s heard of them, it doesn’t mean that women revolu-
tionaries havn't been active throughout history. Leveller
women attacked lords, lawyers, legislators, and abusive taxes,
claiming their rights as women to petition and be heard,

“Come clowns, and come boys,
Come hober-de-hoys,
Come females of each degree,
Stretch your throats, bring in your votes,
And make good the Anarchy!”
goes one of the ballads of the revolution.

As old as the trees and as varied as women, female re-
sistance is not going away, so, those pesky politicians and bully
boy multinationals can quit fucking up the world and do as
the girls say. Women’s global resistance is stronger than global
capital any day, and we're doing it for ourselves!
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IT mnst be jolly stressful 10 be 2 top cop with Sussex Police in this day and age.
bt poor Assistant Cliicf Constable Tony Lake is clearly now one mubber billet
<hort of a full baton round.

In a leter o the Evening Argus (February 22), Mr Lake delemded the
police’s treatment of protesters oppescd 1o Shamrock Fam monkey holding
centre at Small Dole, near Henfield He hizarrely condemped “extremists who
seek out older and less aplle protesters to use as *homan shields' to escape
"1 Even more cocemtocally. he claimed that
at Shamrock, with people umder the
false impression that police tooled up in riot gear amounts o the same thing.

Cynics might ask whether Mr Lake really thinks older people have some-
how heen tricked into opposing Shamrock and are so stupid they can be “used”.
They might also suggest that he is really just rather frustrated that at Shamrock
his non-riot squads cannol merrily weigh into groups of younger prolesiers,
whn they can always get away with portraying as violent ouble-makers...

Hut we're having none of that! No, we applaud Mr Lake for exposing
the growing menace of “renf g-graney” mobs deployed by evil protesiers.
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Sussex Police reveal protesters’ new secret weapon . . .
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And we can also assist him with his confusion over what s a riot cop A
what isn't. A resder bas sent us a ¢ g oo a Paily Telegrapd supplem
Wolud vithe of Business Bevefity o

A theny it w0 s Teatings

ey oy (The Laddites could have
charmiing article abowt o company ealled Ol Defenge Supypdy whicly is ol
awfully well thanks to its Internet site selling “police and seonrity spes
products” (www.elvil-defence.org i you've inferested. Mr Lake

Thwir splemdid ilustretiom reprodiecd above shows * i
eequipped with the full fetishistic rnge of the Tim's Tt ok
g stufl like handy Leather Riot Gloves (quite dilferent §
of course) and a lovely baton for smashing people’s heads in.

11 any wishy-washy lihcral 1ypes th
again - we also show here the fearful might of the Elite R
used by protesters. against which the police must obviously be

Only one question mark remains - who was Mr Lake referiing 1o when
wrole of “cowardly thugs” involved in the Shamrock conflict” Surcly hie
doesn’'t mean those non-riot Mokes with crash helmets and nasty big sticks?
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Serbia 207,216,250

Shamrock Farm 239, 249

Shell 204, 226,236

Siemens Business Services 219, 235,247
Smokey Bears Picnic 224

Socialist Teachers Alliance 226
South Africa 228

Squatting 201, 206

St Georges Hill 207

Stagecoach 244, 247

Stanton Moor 241
Straw, Jack 209,212,238 !
Stonehenge 204,213,216,217/8.222
Strikes210,219,221,226, 228,229,230
Summerhill School 249 %
Sunday Observance Act 244
Surrey & Burstow Hunt 206
Surveillence 202, 208,213,232,
Sustainable Energy 213
Tarmac211,219

Teigngrace Campaign 241
TEN’s (Trans European Networks) 206
Tescos 241

Thompson, Harold 211

Tiananmen Square 214

Tidy Britain Group 203

Trailblazers 235

Transport 2000232

Trident Ploughshares 211,227, 234,
TRIPS (Trade Related Intemational Proy
erty Rights) 245

Tube Privatisation 208, 210
Turkish Earthquake 224

UK Atomic Energy Authority 231
UN Conference on Climate Change
UN Environment Program 228

UN Sanctions 235, 246 -
UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Ful
211,227,235
Unilever241

Union Carbide 238
University Tuition Fee protests 203, 208,
210,215,238, 245

UNSCOM 235

URGENT! 227

US Endangered Species Act 233 ]
US Marine Mammal Protection Act 233
U’wa People 202,204, 231,233, 244, 24
Victorio, Frank & Monica213
Virtual Advertising 237
Vodaphone 210,220,241
Wal-Mart 232

Water companies 244
Whaling 236

Wild Greens 205

Windward Islands Farmers Association 20
Winstanley, Gerrard 207 ]
Women In Black 250

Women'’s Rights 250

Workers Memorial Day 209,210
World Bank 244, 248 =
World Economic Forum 243,244,246
World Health Organization 201,211, 216
222,227 =
World Seed Conference 225 :
World Trade Organization 202, 204, 206,
217/8,220,226,233,237,239,240, 244, 24:
246,247,248

Y2K - see Millenium Bug
Yugoslavia 207,216

Zambia 248

Zapatistas 231,233,243, 250
Zeneca 201
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Legal Warning

That
That

That

That

That

That

Section 6 (clause B.2)

Right To Lunch Out Act 2000

Stick this up on your washing up or kitchen

sink particularly when under eviction:

Take Notice

these are our pots, pans, cutlery and crockery.

this washing up is not to be done. This is our washing up
and we have the right to not do it.

you will have to wash out a cup for yourself if you want a
cup of tea.

if you use violence or threaten violence trying to get us
to do the washing up this could lead to us lunching it out
for a further SIX MONTHS.

if YOU WANT to come in and do our washing up YOU
ARE QUITE WELCOME.

no cup in this building has a handle.

Signed

The Occupiers

NB This notice is valid no-matter how
lunched out the rest of the building is.




Legal_Warning s

Section 6 Criminal law Act 1977
As amended by the Crmininal Justice and Public Order Act 1994

TAKE NOTICE

That: we live in this house, it is our home and we intend to stay here.

That: at all times there is at least one person in this house

That: any entry into this house without our permission is a CRIMINAL

OFFENCE as any of one of us who is in physical possession is opposed to any entry I
without their permission.

That: ifvou attempt to enter by violence or by threatening violence we WILL
PROSECUTE YOU, you may receive a sentence of up to SIXMONTHS
IMPRISONMENT and/or a FINE of up to £5,000

That: if vou want us to leave you will have to take out a summons for possession

In the County Court or in the High Court, or produce to us a written statement or I

Certificate in terms of S. 12a Criminal Law Act 1977 (as inserted by Criminal Justice
And Public Order Act 1994.

That: itis an offence under S. 12 a(8) Criminal Law Act 1977, (as amended), to
knowingly make a false statement to obtain a written statement for the purposes of

S. 12a. A person guilty of such an offence may receive a sentence of up to SIX
MONTHS imprisonment and/or a fine of up to £5,000.

The Occupiers

n.b. SIGNING THIS LEGAL WARNING IS OPTIONAL. IT 1S EQUALLY VALID WHETHER IT IS

SIGNED OR NOT. I




From the heart of D.I.Y Culture comes the ultimate Tree Love Story:
True tales from the environmental movement that stalled the British roads
building programme, written and published by EKate Evans and her dog.

“Copse gives a real idea of what being involved in direct action site counter-
culture is really like. It's vibrant, it's alive, it's hungover, it's radical — it's
a bit weird. It’s life on the edge; it's life under the table. It’s intense conflict
with the State followed the next week by sun shimmered skinny dipping
with your friends... Kate’s one of the crew, so people trust her. By basing it
on interviews she's got the stories of dozens of people who'd never talk to
the media... Read this book and you'll be privy to some really honest
conversations with some incisive, interesting and fuckin’' funny people.
“The photos are some of the most breathtaking images of our lives that
I've seen and the beautifully drawn cartoons encapsulate site life brilliantly
- resistance, porridge, passion and mud.”

Also includes A Beginners Guide to Tree Protesting: a practical section on
how to set up your own environmental protest camp.

Copse: the Cartoon Book of Tree Protesting

SIS

SChNEWS

B

SchNEWS Round

issues 51-100: Reclaim

the Streets... Squatters Es-
tate Agents... 3™ Battle of
Newbury... The Land Is Ours!...
cartoons... and loads more...

ek

ENFO THE'GOVERNMENT::

.

>

THE IRSIDE STEAY FROM THE DIRECT ACTION FRONTLINE

issues 101-150: Anar-
chy + Networks + Ecology + Cam-
paigns + Information + Sabotage
+ @nti-Copyright + Weird Shit +

Y TR AAD P SOHNLWS JRIE

“THE PROTEST MOVEMENT'S NATIONAL NEWSLETTER Guartias

Add £1.50 p+p to each order OR get all three
books for a tenner! plus £4.20 p+p

200: Genetic crop

sites get a good kick-
ing; streets reclaimed all over
the world; docks occupied in
protest at death at work;
protesters rude about corpo-
rate plans for world
domination.. PLUS everything
you need to know to survive
the R1st century...

Do or Die — Voices From the Ecological Resistance
Sabotage... Anarcho-feminism... Riots... Anti-Biotechnology...
Pirates... June 18%,,,

Do or Die No.8 is 350 A5 pages crammed with reports and analysis
from the worldwide ecological frontlines.

From tribal resistance against Indonesia to the festive attack on the
financial heart of London on June 18*, these are the voices of those
involved in the struggles themselves. In these times of concrete al-
ienation here are voices that shine hope from movements aiming to
defend nature, create revolution and rewild humanity...

Send a cheque or postal order made payable to ‘Do or Die’ for £5 (inc. p&p)
to Do or Die, ¢/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY.




Yes! I have been bitten by your cleverly placed a.narcho-'
shopping promotion. Please rush® me at least one copy of

Copse: the Cartoon Book of Tree Protesting.

Number of COPIES. ... .orerrmmmrecerimmermnaeasiiassniennnssn.. @ £9.80 plus £3 p+p each
| Cheques payable to ‘Orange Dog TProductions’ please,
1-19 Townhead Cottages, Dunford Bridge, Sheffield, 836 4TG.

Copse can also be ordered at bookshops and public hbrarieu.f
ISBN: ) 9532674 0 7 *orders may be despatohed in hippy time,

Yes! I understand the contradiction that consumerism can ncm?:
make me happy, yet still wish to purchase funky SChNEWS books!
Please despatch the following volumes to me at once*:

SchNEWS round Number of copies @ £4 plus £1.50 p+peach........cociiiiiiiaiinniniiininiin
ISBN: 0 952974800

SchNEWS annual Number of copies @ £4 plus £1.50 D+D 8aCH. ...cccovivivnrrmrmmeineeeecarians
ISBN: 0952974819 N
SchNEWS Survival Guide Number of copies @ £5 plus £1.50 p+peach.........cccceevuas

ISBN: 0952974827 Total .......coxeesrnasiill :

Or! I have been suckered by your threefor-a-tenner offer. Somehow
it just makes sense to spend more when I think how much I save! (?)

Set of three co-ordinated SchNEWS books Number of sets @ £14.20 each.............coeee

Cheques/postal orders payable to ‘Justice?” c/o On the Fiddle, PO Box
m,mmmsmmzmmmmmw
by ‘Justice?’ - or - order them for your local library.

*please allow hippy time for dehva‘lwd -

Please, please, quickly* send me at least one shin:lng
rayofhopetoaﬂieviatetheooncretemdmysoul

Number of copies @ &8 allin ..........cccocvevne.

Send a cheque or postal order made payable to ‘Do or Die’ to Do or Die,c/o0

Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY. -yes, quicklyl No hipples involved. s
L o e e o e s i e o e et — T o—— {— ———— — s S o S o e . e . e e el X
Top tip: photocopy this page to save you cutting your book up :



