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DISCLAIMER: SchQUALL; the SChNEWS/SQUALL
book is for entertainment purposes only. Honest.



SchQUALL the SQUALL and SchNEWS book is
published by Justice? June 2000.

ISBN: 0952974835

Printed by Calverts, following last-minute censorship
by Information Press, Oxford - who pulled out
because of our too-hot-to-handle content...

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data;
a catalogue record for this book is available from
the British Library.

All text is @nti-copyright for nen-profit purposes
only. All images and graphics remain the property
of their creators (apart from the artwork of Kate
Evans and Isy who are kindly making their work
@nti-copyright.)

Typeset, in myriad, by The Font Is Ours

Cover Pics:

Front A

Anti-GM action, Watlington and June 18th, City of
London by Nick Cobbing

Solstice at Stonehenge by Ivan Coleman

Back

Intercontinental Caravan and Kissing - June 18th,
City of London by Nick Cobbing

SchNEWS is a free, weekly information sheet
printed and published by volunteers in Brighton. It
is obtainable by sending first class stamps (one for
each issue) or donations (in UK pounds, payable to
“Justice?”) to SchNEWS, c/o On The Fiddle, P.0.
Box 2600, Brighton, Bast Sussex, BN2 2DX, UK.
Alternatively you can get it via email - register by
visiting the web site at http://www.schnews.co.uk/
or email us your request.

SQUALL Magazine Online is a regularly updated
alternative news and culture gervice freely accessible
and intra-searchable at http://www.squall.co.uk/

SQUALL Download is an AB hardoopy magazine
published roughly every month and securable by
subscription only. The subs rate is £7 for six issues
or £1R for twelve issues (These prices include p
+p). Cheques payable to “SQUALL” and addressed
to SQUALL subs, P.0. Box 8959, London, N19 5HW,
UK. The project is run by volunteers and is entirely
non profit making so please include extra stamps
or finance if possible.

Your turn now: please send in yer photos, cartoons
and so on, from actions and events as they happen.
They might go down in history, or at least in next
year’s annuall (Put yer name and address on 'em,
and a brief blurb describing the event and anything
else we should know.)




An Introductory Rant by Rob Newman on SchNEWS and
SQUALL

SchNEWS Fifth Birthday Shocker

SQUALL Magazine

SchNEWS 201: MODS AND SHOCKERS

BLANKING THE ORGANIC (SQUALL state its in editorial)
Organic farming vs GM foods... the political battle rages in the UK.
SchNEWS 202: O0H, AMERICA - WHAT BIG LIES
YOU HAVE!

ASSEMBLIES OF CELEBRATION, ASSEMBLIES OF DIS-
SENT (SQUALL feature) The strategic political attack on
travellers, free raves and festivals.

SchNEWS 203: PARKING MAD

SchNEWS 204 : KILLER CORI’S GO BANANAS
WHO'S POLICING THE POLICE? (SQUALL feature) Home
Office censor Council of Europe report on British police but it
still makes for a damning read.

SchNEWS 205: HERBAL HIGHS

SchNEWS 206: FORESTS FOR THE CHOT’
SchNEWS 207: WAR IS PEACE

Teknivals in France .

SchNEWS 208: HILLSBOROUGH 10 YEARS ON
S8chNEWS 209: BALACLAVA BOVVER

Seeing the Back of Hillgrove and Shamrock

8c WS 210: FAT CAT SLIM

CANNABIS MAYDAY FESTIVAL TRIUMPHS (SQUALL
underground update) Festival organisers fight off council
prosecution.

SMOKE SIGNALS %&_‘:SUALJ. state its in editorial) Cannabis in
the UK - no let up from Jack boot Straw.

SchNEWS 211: NO ROOM AT THE INN

SchNEWS 212: GOLDFINGERED

BOYZ IN THE HOOD (SQUALL feature) Freemasons and the
British judiciary.

SchNEWS 213: World Domination & Bondage
SchNEWS 214: Carn'ival,

Intercontinental Caravan

NEW DEAL DOWN ON THE FARM (SQUALL feature) Free
rave and social justice group Exodus Collective get busy on
the estate.

SchNEWS 215: PTARTY ANIMALS

SchNEWS 216: A KICK IN THE BALKANS

The SchNEWS Guide to Putting on a Benefit Gig
SchNEWS 217/218: SUITS YOU, SIR!

ACTIVE ON THE AIRWAYS (SQUALL frontline communique)
Pirate radio’s politicos’s, Interference FM.

The revolution will not be emailed

STONEHENGE SUMMER SOLSTICE (SQUALL underground
update) Solstice celebrations and riot police jostles.
SchNEWS 219: SALE OF THE CENTURY
SchNEWS 220: RAGING HORMONES

STOPPING MOX BOXES ( LL frontline communique)
Jousting with the riot police off the coast of Japan.
SchNEWS 221: SHIP OF FOOLS

SchNEWS 222: CUNNING STUNT M'LORD

Doing a bit of gardening

SchNEWS 223: RURAL PARANOIA

ence of Peoples’ Global Action.

SchNEWS 226: CHILD PAWNS

Prisoner Support

SchNEWS 227: BOTTLE-DEAD

A FREE MANN AT LAST (SQUALL frontline communique)
Keith Mann describes the surprise of being released...
DEATH INC: WEAPONS TECHNOLOGY FOR THE THIRD
MILLENIUM (SQUALL featurepThe Government’s blighted

record when it comes to arms sales.
SchNEWS 228: GUNS R' US
SUN, SALSA AND SOCIALISMO (SQUALL feature) SQUALL
accompanies a sound system to Cuba for the fortieth anniver-
sary of their revolution. Forget everything you've ever read in
the British media about this extraordinary country.
SchNEWS 229: END OF THE WORLD OFFICIAL
REEFER GLADNESS (SQUALL underground update) Recent
cannabis comments in public domain.

SchNEWS 230: NO WOMB FOR MISTAKE
SchNEWS 231: EAT MY ISOTOTES

Indigenous Peoples’ Day of Action

Struggle Continues in West Papua

UNAM Support Demo: Mexico’s Biggest in 12 Years
INDOAMNESIA (SQUALL state its in editorial) Arms sales to
East Timor continue... ‘oh go on, just one more Hawk'
SchNEWS 232: RANCID CAMERA

SchNEWS 233: 0i, WTO.., NO!!

TRIDENT PLOUGHSHARES (SQUALL frontline communique)
Anti-nuke activists throw computer into a Scottish loch.
SchNEWS 234: TRIDENT TESTED

SchNEWS 235: ON THE IRAQ!

SchNEWS 236: WHALE OF A TIME

SchNEWS 237: DRAG QUEENS TERROR

SchNEWS 238: AGGRO-CHEMICALS

FREEMASONS — PARLIAMENTARY (SQUALL underground
update) Select Committee slams masons reluctance to reveal
themselves.

SchNEWS 239: SEATTLE'S A GAS

CRASH, BANG, WALLOP, WOT A PICTURE (SQUALL
frontline communique) Eye witness report from N30 demo
outisde Euston station.

KO THE WTO (SQUALL feature) So, what's wrong with the
WTO?

CANCER SPRAY (SQUALL underground update) Seattle
teargas found to contain carcinogens.

BATTLE FOR SEATTLE — WOODEN BULLETS AND BUTT
PLUGS ON CAPITAL HILL (SQUALL frontline communique)
On the spot report from the thick of the anti-WTO demonstra-
tion in Seattle.

SL‘;ahNTSEWB 240: BARE BREASTS & RUBBER BUL-

SchNEWS 241: More 8 & Mthan M & 8

JAN 1 2000 - NEWCASTLE (SQUALL frontline communigue)
Eye witness account as riot cops bust free party on millenium
night.

SchNEWS 242: STATE OF TERROR

CAMBRIDGE TWO (SQUALL frontline communigue) Two
jailed social workers write from prison.

RAISING TERROR (SQUALL feature) The new terrorism bill
and its alarming social implications.

SchNEWS 243: WELCOME TO THE PROFIT ZONE
GAIA’S SLAP — ATMOSFEAR IN THE 21¥ CENTURY (SQUALL
feature) Weird weather, dimate change and nasty insects.
SchNEWS 244: TURKISH DELIGHT

SchNEWS 245: TRIPS, D.N.A, AND ORGASMS
SchNEWS 246: POSTMAN SI'LAT

SchNEWS 247: RINGIPPEACE

THE HILLS HAVE EARS (SQUALL features) A little piece of
the US in Britain, Menwith Hill is a telecommunications
listening post.

SchNEWS 248: "FRIENDS OF THE POOR”
SchNEWS 249: NANO NANO

SchNEWS 250: STRIKE IT LUCKY!

Women make the world go round

SchNEWS INDEX

Emergency Section Six

The SchNEWS Contacts List: Alphabetical contacts
directory/Contacts directory by categories




An Introductory Rant
by Rob Newman on

SchNEWS and SQUALL

From the free and blissfully anti-copyright SchNEWS and
SQUALL I steal all the material I need to make big money at
corporate-sponsored comedy shows and rake fat fees from
prime-time television slots (once I've removed all the contro-
versial anti-capitalist bits and that). They're grrrr-eat!!!!

The soaraway readership enjoyed today by SchNEWS totally vin-
dicates its change of direction back in the mid-nineties. It's hard to
recall now, but back then SchNEWS was a pretty ordinary maga-
zine covering mainly interior design, fashion catwalks and celeb-
rity chefs. Market research, however, had identified new :.tn(} excit-
ing possibilities in a growing sector called “radical, anti-capitalist,
eco-consciousness.”

SQUALL, meanwhile, fluked it by an incredible stroke of luck
which has now, of course, passed into journalistic legend. One
day their horoscope writer had her train home cancelled and
wrote a scathing attack on privatised railways. That evening, as
luck would have it, their travel-editor was held in a Turkish jail
for inadvertently photographing the Kurdish village of
Hasankeyf (as backdrop to soft-porn
shots of Joanne Guest). He wired back an
angry piece. Such was the positive post-
bag to these two articles that SQUALL's
editorial board widened its next issue’s at-
tack to the whole system of profit, whereby
the earth and all its people are condemned
to serve the interests of a tiny corporate
elite, and what capitalism calls democracy
is merely the safety valve of privilege and
property, whereas grassroots, participatory
anarchism is closer to the true democratic
ideal. Heady stuff!

Even though some media analysts and
shareholders had doubts at first, the timing
of SchNEWS & SQUALL's shifts of direc-
tion could not have been better. Here’s why...

In Britain, people have been absolutely
deserted by the news-media who have
given up on any and all notions of journalistic responsibilty.
The most servile intellectual class in the Western world has sold
us down the mercury-polluted, phosphate run-off river. They
have in their knowing, worldly-wise, sophisticated way just rolled
over and swalllowed.

Every single ideological orthodoxy of the “new” capitalism is
presented as fact, any questioning of this perfect system is opin-
ion. We live in a land where the Financial Editor of The Guardian
can say that Wall Street saved the world from recession by tak-
ing the financial burden on itself, and not be laughed out of his
job. In any functioning democracy he would have to walk bare-
foot through the slums of Manila, the slave-plantations of South

Carolina and the Lincolnshire barley-belt wearing a sandwich
board on which his words were written. We live in a land where
twice in one programme, a Radio 4 presenter calls for increased
military aid for Columbia - the country Amnesty International
cites as the world’s number one human rights abuser (and co-
incidentally the recipient of one halfofthe total US foreign military
aid budget). Where Westminster gossip passes for political cover-
age. Where Burson Marsteller, Satan’s Little Helper and the world’s
biggest PR firm, can become joint partners with I'TN and rely on
obedient commissars not to mention it.

And why would they? Why baother, when much of what passes
for news is corporate propaganda or just straight advertising
anyway? The top PR firms send out Video News Releases or
VNR’s (packaged to look like news items) which go straight to air
(and best of all we pay for it.) Hence BBC News 24 stories about
the wonderful service offered by amazon.com, and the incredible
Tesco price-slash lead-story. Hence the new “more thoughtful”
approach to GM. (Turns out it’s not giving pollution a life of its
own after all.) You can play propagando bingo by matching whole
sentences from TV and broadsheet
newspapers with whole sentences from

§ 1ns,
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And why would they? After all, the selec-
tion-mechanisms of the institutions they
work for naturally choose only those who
can really spread their butt cheeks wide
for the NASDAQ money-shot. Reporting
of May Day. for example, showed the
speactacular class bias of our media elite.
“Inevitably. some innocent passers-by
were caught up in the chaos™ said one TV
news reporter over a shot of a protestor
split up from her child by the TSG riot-
cops, who wouldn't let her cross their lines
to get her kid. I had seen this woman ear-
lier when everyone was gardening, but
guerilla gardeners can’t be ordinary peo-
ple with children, can they?

As Mark Thomas put it, the news-media have sacrificed analysis
for access. And as Ken Loach said, “Humphries and Paxman set
an extremely Conservative and reactionary agenda within which
they can pose as radicals.”

On the rare occasions the advertising / corporate press “cover”
environmental, poverty and human rights stories, they do so as
if they were all unrelated. SchNEWS and SQUALL’s brilliant in-
ternationalism reports all struggle and injustice like it’s part of
one struggle against one injustice, one tyranny. Almost as if all
our many different social, ecological, spiritual and personal prob-
lems have their roots in the same system. Phew!




Where the broadsheets make what’s simple confusing by
usingshow-off technical jargon, upside-down corporate bias and
bluster, SQUALL and SchNEWS intelligently put needlessly
obscure stuff into the clear, everyday language of someone down
the pub. In fact it’s uncanny how much of SchNEWS reads just
like someone down the pub. Almost as if most of it was indeed
written by people who’ve just come out the pub. One of those
pubs that gets closed down and replaced with a franchise theme-
pub.

Short on theory, long on facts and research, SChNEWS and
SQUALL have, along with Undercurrents, Corporate Watch, Earth
First! Action Update, and many more, contibuted to the best-
informed, sharpest resistance movement ever. WTO and IMF
delegates sneered that protestors on the streets simply didn’t
understand what was going on. The fact is that those outside
actually knew much more about what’s going on than those in-
side - despite the best efforts of the corporate media - and that
because of the worldwide, exponential growth in grassroots pub-
lications.

T'he single best thing about SehNEWS and SQUALL, though. is

how they are absolutely indivisible from the whole grassroots
protest movements they both inform and are shaped by, inspire
and are inspired by. Every writerand researcher, gluepot paster
and glue-sniffer at SCh(NEWS and SQUALL #€also activists.
For example, it was [NAME DELETED] who, as we know, single-
handedly organised the [DATE DELETED] carnival in the city of
[DELETED)]. And although her face is hidden by a balaclava, that
famous Seattle Police Department photo of someone [DESCRIP-
TION OF ACTIVITY DELETED] is of none other than [NAME
DELETED], yes. that’s right, the one who with the [DESCRIP-
TION DELETED] who lives at [ADDRESS DELETED] with
[NAME DELETED] and [NAME DELETED] and has been build-
ing contacts with the [NAME OF ROGUE ARAB STATE AND
ITS MAD DICTATOR COLONEL DELETED].

The next ten years are the most crucial in human history. The
tyranny of corporate world-take-over will stop at nothing. More and
more people are realising with horror that even in the face of immi-
nent ecological collapse they are still meant to believe there is no
alternative to the killing machine of global capitalism. The challenge
facing grassroots organisers now is, I reckon, to build a broad,
diverse, mass movement (but not a mass party). The alliance in
Seattle was so broad that it became impossible for the state to ghetto-
ize protestors as being ‘NOT LIKE YOU’. They were everyone.
From Raging Grannies to disaffected black youth, from construction
workers to family farmers. These words of Egyptian activist and
writer Nawal El Saadawi describe where we might want to go from
here, with a little help from our friends at SQUALL and SchNEWS:

“My cousin Zeinab lovks old and sick, when I hold her hand I can

feel horny knots and cracks caused by long years of labour with a

hoe. She whispers: When | was a child I dreamed of escaping from
this awful life but now I 've lost hope. Now there are no jobs, and
our debts keep growing. Now we eat fava beans canned in Califor-
nia instead of growing enough ourselves. I see her eyes question-
ing... Can I tell her that 443 people (men) own as much wealth as
half the peoaple of the earth? ....Can 1 tell her that the peoples of the
world are learning how to work fogether and that many Seattles
everywhere, in the North and South are my wish, and my hope?"

Or to put the same thing another way, here’s Frank Manckiewicz, ex
Vice Prez at Hill & Knowlton PR:

“The big corporations, our clients, ave scared shitless by the envi-
ronmentalists. 1 think they are wrong about that. I think the big
companies will have to give in only at an insignificant level. Right
now, the big corporations are teo powerful, they're the establish-
ment. The environmentalists will have to behave to be like the mob
in the square in Rumania before they prevail.™

We have our instructions.
Robert Newman
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Printed and Published in Brighton by Justice?

http://www.schnews.org.uk/

FIFTH BIRTHDAY
SHOCKER!

Who would have thought in those halcyon
days of the Courthouse community cen-
tre, squatted to highlight the nasty Crimi-
nal Justice Act looming on the horizon,
that it would come to this? A few people
decide to mimic the news, reading out bits
of information while getting their hair cut.
Then some bright sparks decide to put the
spoken word on paper “cos Brighton needs
a news-sheet.” Hey presto! SchNEWS is
born (no we can’t remember why it's called
that either, or maybe never knew...) But five
years on and were still here.

Despite the Criminal Justice Act (CJA) be-
ing well established on the statute books
people protesting and putting on free parties
just haven’t taken the hint, and have carried
on regardless. As for SchNEWS, it has grown
from a scrappy bit of A4 with a no advertis-
ing - no compromise policy — to well, eh, a
scrappy bit of A4 with a no advertising and
no compromise policy! Along the way we’ve
branched out from just writing about the CJA
with it’s arrestometer, to taking on the whole
damn world.

Making links with all sorts of groups in
struggles ranging from striking
dockworkers, to the granarchists on the live
export direct action frontline, to indigenous
peoples fight against multinational nasties,
to anarchist pie throwers.

Going on mass to Geneva to the Peoples
Global Action first conference and meet-
ing all those inspiring people from around
the world and realising that all our strug-
gles are the same - that no issue is single.
The multinationals based in the west. are
the very same companies that are doing
the damage to the peoples of the so- called
third world.

‘icth:W‘i Round: issues 51 - 100, £5 inc. post
SchNEWS Annual: issues 101 - 150, £5 inc. post
SchNEWS Survival Guide: issues 151 - 200 and a
| whole lot more, £6 plus £1.20 for postage.
g Al tree posted 10 you for £15!

AND THE NEXT FIVE
YEARS?

SchNEWS is run on a voluntary basis.
No one gets paid tho’ we do manage to
blag into gigs and festivals for free (to
spread the word of course) and when our
treasurer’s not looking, raid the petty
cash tin for biscuits.

Our stories originate from dodgy
anarchist filth mags to the Financial
Times (no, really), from conversations in
the pub to the internet. We try and be as
accurate as possible and chase people
up to verify the stories. And since the
idea of SchNEWS is not to believe the
written word, but get up off your arse
and go and see things for yourself,
articles are often first hand accounts from
our very good selves as we storm all over
the country causing trouble/saving the
world/having a laugh.

As for who keeps us going. Well even
with free office space kindly donated by

the Levellers, we still reckon to be spend-

ing around £20,000 a year on printing?
stamps, telephone. computers, enve-
lopes, stationary, e-mail accounts ... and
rely on subscriptions and our readers
generosity to keep us afloat.

«.and finally... ScChNEWS is an open
collective, we are always looking for new
people to get involved, so if you like
reading the news the mainstream tends
to ignore (or at best talks about the life-
style rather than why an action is going
on) take a look in the next column and
see if anything grabs your fancy.

------_————————----1
cial SchNEWS cor-blimley-they’re-practically-giving-them-away book offer:
E;E.WS Reader: none left here, so go hunt them!

In addition to 50 issues of SchNEWS, each
hook contains longer articles, photos from the,

front line, cartoons, comedy, and a “yellow i
J »

pages " list of contacts, ]

Subseribel .o o i a s R s

SchNEWS FREE! Just send 1st Class stamps (e.g, 20 for next 20 Jssue:»i ot donations
, ¢/ o on-the-fiddle, PO. Box
{0)1273 685913

copies. Post fre to all prisoners.
Tel/Autofax : +44

WAKE UP! WAKE UP!
IT’S YER TYPICAL
SCHNEWS WEEK

Monday afternoon: We get up to 350 emails
a week, and someone has the fun job of going
though all these, answering queries and decid-
ing which ones might become stories.

Wednesday: Start writing and researching
SchNEWS, go through all the mail, decide
roughly what we are going to cover this week.

Thursday: More writing, except it’s usu-
ally a bit more frantic cos we've got to get it all
finished and checked by early evening before
the pubs shut.

Thursday evening: Desk Top Publishing
crew come in and do their stuff, someone man-
aging to crush a tonne of information into two
bits of A4

Friday 10 am: Hot off the press. A bleary-
eyed person prints up the SchNEWS at The
Resource Centre.

Friday mornings: The web-masters do their
thing and put it on our site (currently getting
1,200 hits a day) and send it out to all our e-
mail subscribers (currently 2,600 and growing
at 15 a day.)

Friday afternoons: The mail out crew, stuff
envelopes and send it out to all our paper sub-
scribers. (We've currently got 500 subscribers,
80 of these copy and distribute, whilst various
organisations, bookshops and people get bun-
dles to hand out. Prisoners get SChANEWS free. )
While this is going on SchNEWS is being dis-
tributed to various places around Brighton
(about 2,000 copies.)

Saturday: If people are about then
SchNEWS is handed out to passers by in the
North Laines.

And there’s more: During the week the sub-
scription database is constantly being updated,
letters answered, book orders posted, journalist
queries answered (unless it’s any of Murdoch’s

where we tell the caller to fuck off)

Still interested? Then give the office a call.
We have regular training days, but if you cant
wait for them, give the office a ring now. Don’t let
the fact that SchNEWS comes out every week lull
you into a false sense of security. We constantly
need more people to get involved.

We guestimate SchNEWS reaches around
30,000 people a week. Not bad for a scrappy
no-adverts no-compromise bit of A4,

(payable to Justice?) Ask for "Originals" if you can make
, Brighton, l:.ast Sussex, BN22DX.
GET IT FVERY WEEK BY E-MAIL:

schnews@brighton.co.uk



SQUALL Magazine began f:fe in 1992 when a particu-
larly virulent Criminal Justice Bill was first touted by a
regime which stood diametrically opposed to diversity,
new culture and civil liberties, The Bill threatened to
stomp all over vital grass roots UK culture, and even
the more liberal elements of our Oxbridge-dominated
media proved too busy arranging the vol-au-vents to
take any notice. Indeed many of these vessels of hot air
thought the dinner party would go smoother if the
lowlifes were quietly and swiftly removed.

So SQUALL decided to make a stand in the place where we
lived. To go one step further than simply diagnosing the
dearth of integrity or genuine impartiality in British media
and establish a new media forum. SQUALL........ astorm to
stir the sediment......from the Scandinavian word ‘skvala’
meaning to shout. In the words of The Clash.....Excuse me
It we have to shout but while we were talking we saw you
nodding out.......

The magazine rapidly grew into a major hardcopy broad-
sheet presenting investigative analysis of the issues be-
hind direct actions and other subjects of social concern
Ignored by the mainstream. Factual accuracy and a non-
ranting accessibie style helped SQUALL reach a diverse
nudience.

“If SchNEWS is yer tabloid, SQUALL is yer broadsheet”,

The SQUALL website began way back in the mists of cyber
time (1995) but in 1998 it became the primary medium
through which SQUALL presented material to an even wider
audience. Never ye mind though all you hardcopy lovers,
‘'cos SQUALL produces a monthlyish A5 magazine packed
with concise material just right for the bus and the bog.
SQUALL Download presents some of the pick of the latest
web material plus some exclusive bits'n'pieces.

SQUALL Magazine online is now a regularly updated forum
for radical quality journalism and photography at
www.squall.co.uk. An ever deepening, intra-searchable en-
cyclopaedia presenting investigative, factually reliable news
and analysis accessible even to a wandering eye.
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The pool of writers, photographers, designers and editors
who sweat themselves dry to produce SQUALL do so vol-
untarily. The motivation for involvement is thus kept sepa-
rate from money, ensuring the emphasis remains unfettered
by the commercial millstones which drown other media
sources. We still need money to collate, present and dis-
tribute the material of course by we can say with confi-
dence that SQUALL is a mammon free zone. If you don't
know what mammon is then we

recommend you become familiar with the word....cos it sums
up a lot of what's happening around us.

Whilst some of SQUALL's photo and article contributors
earn a living in mainstream media they see their contribu-
tion as a way of exercising their art and principled concern
on SQUALL's web pages. Other people who work for
SQUALL wouldn't touch the mainstream with a sterilised
barge pole, sure in the knowledge that many of those who
populate this arena are irredeemably scurrilous and conta-
gious to boot.

SQUALL encourages anyone interested in principled jour-
nalism to contribute photographs and articles.

If British media is unacceptably unrepresentative then
SQUALL seeks to proffer a medicine for the malaise. A set
of guidelines for photographers, feature writers, news short
journo’s and subbers are available from SQUALL. Write,
specifying your area of particular contributory interest, to
SQUALL, Garage Style, PO Box 8959, London N19 5HW,

SQUALL Download (A5 monthly hardcopy) is available on
subscription for £12 for 12 issues (includes P&P). Write to
SQUALL Download, PO Box 8959, London N19 5HW.
Cheques payable to SQUALL. This magazine is non-profit
making so please include any additional finance or stamps
you can afford to help ensure its survival and thrival. You
can contact SQUALL by writing to the above address or by
e-mailing us at info@squall.co.uk

Respect is more than a word. But like muscle, it wastes
away when unexercised.
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SQUOTES

“You have been telling the people that this is the
Eleventh Hour, now you must tell them this is the
Hour. And there are things to be considered... This
could be a good time! There is a river flowing now
very fast. It is so great and swift that there are
those who will be afraid. They will try to hold on to
the shore. They will feel they are torn apart and will
suffer greatly. Know the river has its destination.
The elders say we must let go of the shore, push
off into the middle of the river, keep our eyes open,
and our heads above water.

And | say, see who is in there with you and cel-
ebrate. At this time in history, we are to take nothing
personally. Least of all ourselves. For the moment
that we do, our spiritual growth and joumey comes to
a halt. The time for the lone wolf is over. Gather your-
selves! Banish the word struggle from your attitude
and your vocabulary. All that we do now must be
done in a sacred manner and in celebration. We are
the ones we've been waiting for.”

Oraibi Arizone Elder - Hopi Nation
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MODS AND SHOCKERS

“Parliament is being besieged by them. We
have our own crop of genetically modified
lohbyists.” Alan Simpson, Labour MP

A SchNEWS went to press New Labour were
subbornly refusing to call a five year ban on
penetically modified organisms (GMO)despite
the outery against “frankensteins food" grow-
Ing louder every day. Meanwhile the bio-tech-
nology companies must be holding their collec-
live (three)heads in their hands. Last year the
bigpest and baddest of them all, Monsanto,
spent one million pounds on an advertising cam-
paign, vet support for gmo’s plummeted! leaked
fiemo'’s from the company confirmed that just
when they thought it couldn’t get any weorse it
tliél, again and again and now support for gmo’s
b hit ek bottom.
80 what do you do when you've lost the
migument with the public? You take the ad-
Vice of PR company Burson Marsteller, the
preenwash specialists, and fast spinning
cog in the propaganda machine of the new
world order. Yer good ol’ neighbourhood
perception managers advised EuropaBio-
the main lobby organization for the Euro-
pean Biolndustry back at its first cake-
divvying session in 1997- to leave any pub-
lie debate to “those charged with public
tiust - politicians and regulators - to assure
the public that biotech products are safe”.
Now SchNEWS would never accuse the
party of the people from being hand in glove
Wwith big business: the following list is just
an uncanny co-incidence.
Duvid Hill, one of the top media men for the
Lubour Party until a year ago. now works
for Monsanto’s PR company Bell Pottinger.
Cathy McGlynn is also employed by Bell
Poltinger after six years of working as an
adviser to Jack Cunningham Labour MP
(who chairs the Cabinet committee on bio-
technology and says a ban on gmo's would
“not be sensible™)
Lord Sainsbury, the billionaire whose su-
permarket empire sells unlabelled geneti-
enlly modified food with abandon is New
Labour Science Minister
The genetic food company Zeneca has an
exccutive on the Dept of Healths Commit-
tee on the Toxicity of Chemicals in Food.
Their Chief Executive Peter Doyle is also
o the Department of Trade and Industry’s
Hiotechnology Research Council.
Novartis, a rival of Monsanto and Zeneca,
sponsored last years Labour conference,
rnlul for a training session to tell new MPs
0w Lo behave and has one of its ex-em-
ployees, Nick Palmer, sitting in the Com-
[)

mons as the New Labour MP for Broxtowe
(Novartis gives him £5,000 a year to be its
Parlimanetary adviser) And surely it can't be
true that New Labour offered genetic engineer-

ing companies including Monsanto, millions of

pounds in inducements to expand their UK op-
erations?

Or that companies involved in GM food have
met govemment officials and ministers 81 times
since Labour came to power. An analysis by
Friends of the Earth showed Monsanto’s ex-
ecutives secured 17 audiences with ministers in
Blair’s first year in office - one meeting every
three weeks.

Sl even if Labour do slap on a ban, Monsanto

and Zeneca have threatened to appeal to the
European Union, reckoning the British avthori-
ties have no power to halt genetic research if it
has been given the go-ahead by the ELL.

So it's back to Tory Blair who reckons the
food is healthy, tasty, heaven sent dietary
bliss and will settle for nothing else, for
himself or his family. He must have been
drooling when on Thursday activists de-
livered four tons of mutant soya beans to
his doorstep.

“l wouldn't eat it willingly... It is commercially
driven and we are like a guinea pig genera-
tion. " DrMae Wan Ho, reader in biology at the
Open University.

So forget the arguments that we have been ge-
netically modifying crops for thousands of years
(look mate, sticking the anti-freeze gene from an
arctic fish into strawberries is a whole different
ball-game from natural breeding processes
which take years); that GMO’s are gonna feed
the world (the World Health Orgamisation say
we already produce one and a half times what
the world needs to feed itself it’s just a shame
that market forces mean the poor can't afford to
buy it); that genetic crops are more environ-
mentally friendly because they use less pesti-
cides! (get a grip - they actually need more pes-
ticides and disturb the balance of the soil. We
haven’t a clue what would happen if these crops
cross-breed with wild-plants, produce
superweeds, create novel toxins, eradicate the
wildplants that our native insects and birds de-
pend on (o survive in our countryside. In fact all
over the world when non-indigenous species
have been introduced into new environments
they have caused long term damage.)

The fact is that this massive bio-tech experi-
r-----_-----,
REBEL ALLIANCE
l Tueday 23rd Feburary 7 pm upstairs at ¥
| the Hobgoblin Pub, London Rd |

(please note date change!)
L-—-----_---‘

ment is the only avenue left if intensive farming
systems are to have any chance of survival.
The SchNEWS altemnative is small-scale organic
farms which would wrestle food production away
from the multinationals, would create jobs, would
safeguard and improve the environment, would
improve health, would put a greater percentage
of the population back in touch with the land.
Just take a look at the million wetland rice farm-
ers in the far east who have shifted to sustain-
able agriculture, where group-based farmer-field
schools have enabled farmers to leam alterna-
tives to pesticides whilst still increasing vields.
While in the USA farmers are applying sustain-
able technologies so well they have higher yields
than conventional farmers, without relying on
toxic chemicals or the lame assurances of the
gene age peddlers.

How many times do we have to say it, big busi-
ness is only interested in profit, government is
only interested in sucking up to big business.

The Monsanto Monitor

P.O. Box 92066, 1090 AB Amsterdam,
Holland. Tel: +31-20-468 2616; Email:
biotech(@aseed.antenna.nl

Genetix Update,

PO Box 9656, London, N4 4IY Tel 0181 374
9516 - www.envirolink.org/orgs/shag/action.
GEN can also supply a list of genetic crop sites
around the country

Nationwide Food Survey

Beacon House, Willow Walk, Skelmersdale, Lan-
cashire, WN8 6UP

Produce ‘How to Avoid Genetic Foods®
www.whkwebd.cableinet.co.uk/pbrown/index
“The Unbottled Gene"

A week of evening talks in London from Mon-
day 8th to Friday 12th March 1999

For details of venues ring 0171 254 6863
www.//members.tripod.com/
UL_Forum on GE.

Grow yer own!

Organic food 1s the only food that under EC
legislation cannot contain gmo’s. Unfortunately
it's still pretty expensive, so why not start grow-
ing your own fruit and veg. Find out how by
sending a SAE to the Henry Doubleday Re-
search Association, Ryton Organic Gardens,
Coventry, CVE 3LG Tel 01203 303517

* On Wednesday Monsanto and Perryfields
Holdings Lid, were given a pathetic £17,000
fine plus costs after breaking safety regulations
in Lincolnshire. A six-metre border designed to
stop the escape of GM pollen was found to be
imadequate. As pollen can travel for miles and
bees don’t know the difference the borders are
a joke.

CANTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION



KURDISTAN

What's behind the recent wave of embassy
occupations and demonstrations across the
globe by Kurds, protesting at the arrest of the
leader of the PKK. Abdullah Occalan 7 Much
has been made of their ‘illegal’ tactics (invading
foreign embassies etc) and the PKK's status as
“terrorists’, but what hardships have motivated
such resistance?

The Kurds are the biggest stateless people in
the world, numbering 20 to 25 million spread over
200,000 square miles including parts of Iran, Iraq,
Syria, but mainly Turkey, where they are a sizeable
minority, The current war- going on since 1984-
in south east Turkey has seen over 22,000 Kurds
killed, and forced 3 million to flee the country.
Amnesty have reported numerous human rights
abuses, and Turkey had the second highest
expenditure in the world on conventional arms
during 1992-96; over $6 billion in 1996 alone. So
why does the West turn a blind eye to these
atrocities, whilst getting self-righteous about the
problems in Kosova?

Could it be that Turkey has huge arms deals
with the US and Germany, or that in 1997 the
British company Vickers sent 800 tanks to the
Turkish regime? The Campaigp against the Arms
Trade is calling for an arms embargo on Turkey
and implementation of Robin Cooks’ so-called
‘ethical’ foreign policy. But the West doesn't want
to rock the boat in Turkey- they are an important
NATO ally. Air bases in SE Turkey are used by
British and US planes to police the no-fly zone
over Irag. Only last week Iraq’s foreign minister
Tariq Aziz met the Turkish authorities to ask
them to stop the flights. They refused, but made
it clear that they wanted a favour in retum from
the West. Could Occalan have been handed over
as a thank you present? His capture is clouded in
confusion. He was staying in the Greek embassy
in Nairobi, and soon after leaving, mysteriously
ended up in Turkish custody. It is unclear whether
the Greek authorities deliberately handed him over.
Greek and Turkey are old rivals, and the affair
caused such an outery in Greece that 3 cabinet
ministers have had to resign. Nairobi, where
Occalan was captured is also the main base for
US intelligence in Africa (what a coincidence!).

As Schnews went to Press, the embassy siege
in London had finished, and all the occupants
had been arrested under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act.

Kurdish Information Centre: 10 Glasshouse
Yd., London EC1A 4JN (0171 250 1315)
**Given that all schools and universities in
Kosova have been closed since 1989 by the Serbian
authorities, a group of students are doing a tour of
the UK from the 15th to 27th March. They will
be talking at universities in London, Derby,
Leicester, Manchester, Bradford, Edinborough and
Aberdeen. Can they talk at your University? Ring
0161 2260404 if interested.

The Diggers Working Week

Between Saturday 20th - Sunday 28th March at
a venue near Brighton All hands are needed to
help out making, preparing and repairing - canvas
structures (they ve got an industrial sewing
machine), portable compost toilets, kitchen
resources, banners, defenses, etc.for a large scale
land occupation. 1f you wanna get involved ring
0961 373 385.

BBl e o
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SchNEWS in brief

There's a national demonstration to defend
asylum seekers rights and protest at new
legislation on asylum and immigration going through
parliament. Saturday 27th Februgly (@12 noon,
Embankment, London, (Embankment tube). Contact
101 VillaRd., Birmingham, B21 INH. 0121 5546947
email: cain@neade demon.co.uk *** Citizen Smith
- a new squatted Sunday afternoon veggie café
has opened in North West London at 161 College
Road, Kensal Green, London NW 10. Contact
07931 980534 www.members.tripod.com/
citizensmith/hello/ ***The latest set of Corner
House briefings are available on subjects such as
racism, conflict and globalisation. Contact Comner
House, PO Box 3137, Station Rd., Sturminster
Newton, Dorset, DT10 1Y) Tel 01258 473795
hitp://www.icaap.org/Cornerhouse
*HFWANTED-films! Whether it's a 90 minute
feature, pop video or 30 second experimental
animation. Deadline is 26th February . Send o
RIL Independent Film and Video Festival, 53
Carnew St.. N.C.R., Dublin 7, Tel +353 1
8681466 email:FESTIVAL@EMC23.TP ***
WinVisible (women with visible and invisible
disabilities) have a number of pamphlets and
leaflets available. Send SAE for a list to Crossroads
‘Women' Centre, 230a Kentish Town Rd., London,
NWS ZAB Tel 0171 482 2496 *** Natural
Selection is a web search engine specifically
designed to find and twist far right and racist sites
on the net, using ridicule as a weapon. More
details check out http://www.mongrel.org.uk/
email: info@mongrel.org.uk *** The Equality
Housing collective, based in Oxford, squats
empty buildings and bnngs attention to housing
problems . They are currently occupying a disused
nursing home in north Oxford owned by the
council, and with the help of local kids have made
many improvements to the building. Despite recent
favourable talks leading to potentially permanent
occupation, the council have decided to try and
repossess the building anyway. Contact 07775
700732 *** Saturday 27 is a Day of Action for
sanctions to be removed against Iraq. Meet 1-
3pm, Piccadilly Gardens. More info 0161 834
8301 *** If your in Brighton, there will be a ik
about sanctions on 22nd Feb. 2pm at the
University of Sussex, A1 lecture theatre. Speakers
will be George Galloway MP, Sabah Al-Mukhtar
(leading Arab voice on international law) and
Mailan Rai (Voices of the Wilderness campaign)
0i - Global Capitalism - No!

On Saturday 27th February from 10am there will
be a gathering for people participating in actions
on June 18th actions against globalisation. It's.
at the(squatted) United Reform Church, Church
Street, Stoke Newington, London N16 - with a
social in the evening.

Oaops! In SchtNEWS 200 we missed out how to
get on the June 18th list; send an email to
listproc(@gn.ape.org with your email address and
the following line: subscribe JIEDISCUSSIONS
** There's also a June 18th discussion in
Glasgow 3-4 April.Contact-counternformation
(Autonomy) c/o 28 King Street, Glasgow G1.

Stop-press: Greenpeace have occupied
towers at Livepool docks to stop gmo’s
coming into the port.

you can make copies. Post free to all prisoners, SchNEWS, ¢/ o on-the-fiddle, P.O. Box
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INSIDE SCHNEWS

In November last year two members of a
Czech anarchist group were brutally at-
tacked by a group of at least five neo-nazis
in a Prague club. One of the two was knocked
out afier a short fight, while the other, Michal
Patera, was injured. Fearing for his life,

Michal drew his legally owned gun and fired
at his attackers. One of the fascists was shot
three times, and the others withdrew for a
moment. Michal managed to escape, but
was arrested shortly afier by the police. For
defending his life, Michal is now charged
with “attempted murder motivated by ideo-
logical conviction™ and faces 25 years in
prison, with at least one year in “protective
custody” before his case goes (o trial. None
of the attacking neo-nazis faces even minor
charges.

This is the fourth time in a few years that
the Czech authorities have thrown a victim
of fascist terror in jail on charges of murder
or attempted murder for defending his life.
The Czech anti-fascist movement has also
had to raise large amounts of money to
cover lawyer fees, and is now skint. If you
can help send donations to SF International
Secretariat, PO Box 1681, London, N8 7LE
(cheques payable to NELSF)

Letters of solidarity to: Michal Patera
(1976), PO Box 5. 14057 Praha 4. Czech Re-
public, or send them by email to the Defense
Campaign: sam20uj@axpsu.fpfslu.cz

..and finally...
Lambeth Council are not having an easy job with
their plans to gentrify Brixton, as squatters have
realised that a barricade a day keeps the bailifT at
bay. The 121 centre is an 18-year old autono-
mous squat in the heart of Brixton, open as a
bookshop, advice centre, meeting space for radi-
cal groups etc. A notice of eviction was served
for last Monday, and according to the Inspector
of Operations for Brixton police, the bailiffs were
expecting to stroll in, remove the door and brick
up the space. Oh dear! What they weren’t ex-
pecting was for 70 anarchists to be dancing in
the street at 6.30am to a sound system, behind
barricades in the roads, with the waming cry of
a WW2 air raid siren blaring from the rooftop.
(In fact the fort proved so effective that anumber
of activists woke up on Valentines moming to
find themselves barricaded inside the building ,
asking passers by if they could borrow a lad-
der!) Offices in the town hall were later occu-
pied until police came and broke up the party.
While local residents were supporting 121, three
other squats in the area were evicted that mom-
ing. The Lambeth evictor is ruthless, and help is
needed in defending the buildings. It doesn’t take
much...at another squat, open for 10 years as a
workshop, bailiffs were greeted by lots of locals
sitting in armchairs in the street who told them
the house was crammed with people {(ahem!).
The bailiffs left crying, “but you promised this
property would be empty this morning, you peo-
ple are supposed to be peaceful types!™
Get a copy of the South London Stress! Contact
121 Railton Road, Brixton London, SE24, tel
0171 978 8214email mark261(@hotmail.com

disclaimer
SchNEWS wams all tomatos not to think they are arctic
fish, You can’t swim and vou will drown.
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BLANKING THE ORGANIC -

We kid you not...One of SQUALL's reporters was recentty offered an entire flock of
sheep for nothing by a Herefordshire famer keen to off-load her worthless burden. It
5 now possible to buy an adult Welsh sheep for as litle as ten pence. With fam
incomes plummeting by 50 per cent in the year up fo June 1999, conventional non-
organic agriculture in the UK is in its death throes and ihe cries of anguish volce loud
from the countryside. In an effort fo assuage the swelling disconfent (used cs a politi-
cal weapon by pro-hunfing lobby groups like the Counfryside Aliance), Teny Blair
recently found £150 milion fo compensate Britain's suffering farmers, But whikst the:
Govemment publicly laments the fragedy by throwing elastoplast money at aseem-
ingly hopeless sifuation, it confinues, inexplicably, to ignore an agricuttural salvation

prosperning in the wings.

For whilst chemically-injected sheep munch unprofitably
on chemically-soaked pastures, sales of organic produce have
doubled over the last two years. Annual consumer spending on
organic food in the UK rose 40% last year to £390 million and is
expected to top £1 billion within the next two years.

So it was an announcement worthy of some incredulity
when the Govemment said in August that finance to help farmers
convert to organic had run out and that no further money will be
available for atleast 18 months. An exasperated National Farmer's
Union slated the move as "ludicrous”. In eary November, the af-
fects of the French beefban in France forced the Govemment into
finding a further £10 million for the organic conversion scheme as a
short term palliative but such small amounts of cash are singularly
failing to connect British agriculture with the organic boom.

And so it is that 70% of organic food bought in the UK is
imported from abroad, with both Brilish farmers and consumers pay-
ingthe price. A recent opinion poll conducted by the Soil Association
revealedthat consumerwilingness to purchase organic food - boom-
ing though it is - is still hampered by high prices. How much lower
would it be if we grew it ourselves? How much more could we afford
toeatorganic?

Accordingtothe EU's farming commissioner, Franz Fischler,
British farmers are “failing to capitalise” on the booming consumer
demand for organic produce: “in some member states the suc-
cess of organic famming is overwhelming. In others, like the UK, it
unfortunately stilllags behind.” An estimated one per cent of British
farmland is run erganically compared with ten per centin Germany
and Austria.

The problem for British farmers is that it takes five years of
non-chemical application to achieve organic status for land; a pe-
riod of time which requires financial stpport. The conversion grants
given to farmers by the UK govemment to facilitate such changes
have always been among the lowest in Europe. Now the money
has run out allfogether.

The major UK supemarket chains on the other hand are
now hailing organic produce as the new saviour; making hasty
readjustments to both retail strategy and marketing. Sainsbury’s
may have beentrailing in the UK's supermarket profit league lately
but their rapidly increasing organic sales now lead the current su-
permarket 'go organic’ boom. It is a trend not lost on a British
retailing industry bracing itself for the takeover of Asda by the world's
largest retail business,Wal Mart. The American retall colossus is
about to amive on British shores with massive bulk purchase po-
tential, aggressive marketing and wide-scale dramatic price cuts
on popular supermarket products. Whilst the UK's most profit-suc-
cessful supermarket chain, Tesco, are putting themselves in the
ring for a price match, the other UK supermarket companies real-
ise Wal Mart's immanent foist on British retailing is a serious and
potentially terminal threat.

{f, r‘f'
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leeland, Marks and Spencers and Sainsbury’s are amongst

those already redirecting their advertising focus to show off organic
credential, undoubtedly aware that specialising In such produce
may be the only sanctuary from Wal Mart's market invasion.

So where does this leave the Government?

According to Helen Browning, chair of the Soil Association:
“By inadequately funding the [conversion] scheme the Govem-
ment has lost a crucial opportunity to revitalise the beleaguered
farming industry in this country in a sector where the potential is
obvious to everyone.” Everyone that is except the govemment
itself. So why the biind eye?

Lamentable differences in the Govemment's allocation of
agricultural cash provides the clues. This year's exhausted gov-
emment grants for organic conversion amounted to a paltry £6
million with just £2.2 million spent on organic farming research. In
contrast, the Govemment shelled out £52 million agricultural bio-
technology researchin 1998.

Blair's US driven globalisation myopia has squandered both
poltical attention and direct financial support on fagiitating the US
biotech industry’s drive towards genetically-modified agriculture and
away from the imefutable potential of organic farming. Both the Sl
Association and organic faming in general, stand expressively in
mmmmmmsm

with faulttaung big business, Tony Blair is the
last to aclmovdedge the point. Meanwhile, the whole country is
losing out ona sustainable agricultural future because of a govem-
mentwhich fights more for the rights free-trade globalised big busi-
ness than it does for its own nation’s long term health.

Pic: Tom Pilston
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OOH, AMERICA - WHAT
BIG LIES yourave!

Whwr the past twe years the US bas flooded the norld
wnker unth .rx.-mxm’rf!e'n‘ and wnlabelled g genetically-
W Nered prain, 12 g5 clear it wants fo confine this
pm‘m and nalf Saborz{gr any ¢ ﬁnm o set international
W for GE ogps. ™ Louise Gale, Greenpeace
Muire than once upon a time, an evil mutant
Woll (neither beautiful nor noble, so no com-
Plilnts, wilderness types) called the USA
Woned, deceived then shat upon the Little
Wl Riding Hood of a free world. Wellguess
What, boys and girls - the furry bastard is
Ik Blink and you might have missed it, but
i Wednesday a world wide agreement that
Would have put safeguards on the trade of
Pnetically modified organisms (GMO’s) was
Mibotaged and no, there's no prizes for guess-
|II, the villain of the piece.

Jver 135 nations of the world were at
L Wiagena, Colombia to agree upon an Inter-
Wlional Biosafety Protocol, a binding set of
Wlemational safety standards concerning the
e of GMO’s. The Agreement would have
Hieed exporting nations to tell countries
Whenever any GMO’s were going to turn up
Al their docks. It would mean that biodiversity
il environmental safety would be- shock,
hoitor- put above the interests of industry,
wl provide protection for developing na-
s

Wil surprise, surprise. America - alongside
wlhier members of the “Miami Group” (US,
L aitnda, Australia, Argentina, Chile, and Uru-
Wuny, now dubbed the “Miami Vice™ of grain
exporters) - did the dirty and scuppered the
plians, elearing the way for the biotech com-
Pinies to take even greater control of the food
vhain. As Ricarda Steinbrecher, representa-
tve for Women's Environmental Network
(W.E.N.) at the negotiations argues.
"Wioddiversity and safety are the big losers
Wl these negotiations. Trade has got the up-
o hand and is dictating a Bio-Trade Pro-
fucol "

Ihe US kindly decided to piss in the
Wurld's pint-pot on two counts. Firstly, wor-
tied that little niceties like clear labelling on
Ulemational shipments might help citizens
boyeott products, they refused to allow
things like soya beans and corn, which ac-
Yount for 90% of the world trade in GMO’s to
be included in the negotiations, The “health-
vonscious” Yanks insist that any safety tests

felt necessary by ungrateful little third-world
nations would have to be carried out domes-
tically - beyond the resources of many na-
tions, who were hoping the Protocol might
give them the time and knowledge to develop
their own laws. Secondly, the US was insist-
ent on the inclusion of Article 31, part of the
Protocol relating to other international agree-
ments, which all the countries wanted de-
leted. This would mean that, in the event of a

“* conflitlof interests between the World Trade

Organisation and the Protocol, the interests
of business would win out. Did the US play
fair? We think not, as Dr. Steinbrecher points

“The Ethiopian delegate, represent-
ing some countries of the so-called ‘Third
World' was locked in a room with two del-
egates from the developed world for over
seven hours without any break or contact

DE-MYTH-TIFICATION
The Biodiversity Convention came out of
the Rio Earth Summit in 1992; nearly 140
countries signed up to protect the plant and
animal species of the earth. Unsurprisingly,
the USA didn't join in the fun.

If the world was a Fairy Tale, then the World
Trade Organisation would take the role of
Big Bad Wolf who wants to huff n* puff
our environmental laws down, to leave us
as the vulnerable (guinea) pigs to be devoured
by the wicked corporations.

e
with other ‘third world’ countries. He is
under immense pressure. "

Even more unbelievable is that the US didn’t
even have a formal delegation in Colombia. It
is not even part of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity, so what was it doing there?
Turns out the posse of bullyboy gatecrash-
ers - sorry, powerful lobby group - was a
bunch of Arthur Daley sales reps from biotech
companies including Monsanto, Novartis,
Agro-Evo, Pioneer, Rhone Poulenc and Glo-

bal Biotech Forum who came, in the words of

Greenpeace spokesperson Louise Gale, “with
one task - to torpedo the negotiations. "
The delegate from Mauritius joined 63 coun-
tries in condemning the negotiations, “We
came here to negotiate, but found ourselves

mosi of the time in corridors or in front of

locked doors, not knowing the state of play.
We cannot accept this draft that was thrust
down our throats without discussion.”

The scuppering of the Protocol leaves
countries that want to block the import of
GMO’s out on a limb - if they make an indi-
vidual stance they could face the wrath of the
World Trade Organisation.

And what, youmay wonder, is Britain’s stance
on this? Well, after initial lip service to outrage,
Bill C. gotonthe blower and now *‘we™ are press-
ing for compromise along with the US,

As W.E.N. say, “Consumers... don't
want to be bullied by big industry and
the USA. Without a strong protocol, we
are all the losers.”

The same old Un-fairy tale. eh readers? For
more bed-time reading, contact Womens
Environmental Network, 87 Worship Street,
London, EC2A2BE. Tel: 0171 247 3327 or visit
http://www.greenpeace.org/

KVAERNER KREW

Pmrra.'tr Do yow ¢ mfr!.rﬂr ﬁ’:r Econory fo be more
than the ey
Kvaerner Cm'.nstruc\am. ..)r:.\'.
“That’s strange, as theirdelightful brochure boasts
that “..we see the protection of the environ-
Ment... 4S OUr prime CONCErmn.., we act 4s a single
globally-functioning business with a single iden-
tity world-wide.”
The Kvaerner owned company, Midland Fx-
pressway Limited (MEL), are the consortium
wanting to build Britains first toll motorway,
the Birmingham Northern Relief Road
(BNRR). While the Alliance Against The
BNRR were in the High Courts appealing the
decision for the go-ahead for the 27 mile
motorway, 3 activists payed a visit to  their
offices, complete with banners, fire juggling
and general chaos. Kvaerner may have diffi
culty getting an estimated £600-700 million
from the city following the financial failures
of their ether toll roads in America and abtroad.
A camp is sall on route, contact Mike on 01922
416110, or Birmingham FoE,.0121 6326909 for
maore info.
Learn to Desk Top Publish for SchNEWS!
We're running a training day on Monday 22
March. Absolute beginners 10.30 am - 1230
pm, others 1.30 - 3.30 pm.(We can handle 4
people per session; book now!) SchNEWS
is desperate for more people to DTP on Thurs
evenings. Competent? Patient! Get in touch.

QANTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION



Fortress UK

While Tory Blair this week talked of 4 “more
tolerant, more inclusive Britain” after the pub-
lishing of the Stephen Lawrence report, the
second reading of New Labour's Immigration
and Asylum Bill eased its way through par-
liament. Words such as ‘tolerance’ do not
spring to mind in the new way asylum seek-
ers, often fleeing torture and persecution,
are going 1o be dealt with when they arrive
here. The Bill includes:

“ Withdrawing all benefits from asylum seek-
ers and their families and introducing a sys-
tem of cashless vouchers worth about £30 to
exchange for food (forget clothes, toiletries,
medicines, household goods etc.)

% Remove local authorities” obligations to-
wards them under the National Assistance,
Homelessness and Childrens Acts.

% Scatter asylum seekers in designated ac-
commodation around the country; no matier
that it might mean they are seperated from
family and/or friends or housed in areas with-
out proper support facilities such as services
for torture survivors.

<+ Giving immigration officers new powers
to enter and search premises and arrest asy-
lum seekers, in some cases without a warrant
‘using reasonable force if necessary’

% Extend the use of detention and finger-
printing on arrival 1o the UK

% Some bail hearings to be tried via a
live TV link!

% Reduced appeal times.

%+ Introchice a whole new range of criminal of-
fences for who help asylum seekers.

Still, as the Refugee Council points out, “Most
asylum seekers come bere for purely selfish
reasons: to escape death.” Refugee Council
0171 582 (922,

DEMONSTRATE t bis Saturday against the
Asylum Bill: 12 noon, 27 February,
Embankmank (a minibus is going from out-
side St Peters Church, Brighton at 10am_)

* 335 pages of the Stephen Lawrence case
and no mention of police corruption. Funny
that. But what of Duwayne Brooks, who was
with Stephen at the time of his murder? After
officers said he was anti-police they then reck-
oned he was in danger and needed their pro-
tection. So they assigned him the same cop-
per who had been seen drinking on 3 occa-
sions with the father of David Norris - one of
the racist scumbags accused of killing Stephen.
Norris is a big time gangster, currently serv-
ing 8 yrs for drugs and arms, suspected of at
least one murder with a reputation of jury
nobbling and intimidation of witnesses.
Duwayne had a breakdown and couldn't give
evidence at the private prosecution or even
turn up at the public inquiry.

* If readers want to see our double-page
interview with someone from the Lawrence
Family campaign send an SAE for issue 177
or check out our web-pages.

Freedom For Tibet Week

March 10 1999 is the 40th Anniversary of the
Tibetan National Uprising, when the Tibetan
people rose up against the Chinese occupa-
tion of their country. Thousands of Tibetans
were killed by the brutal surpression of the
uprising with the Dalai Lama also being forced
into exile.
For a full programme list of the week, which
uns fromp4—13 March, contact the Free Tibet
ign, 1 Rosoman Place, London EC1Y
OJY. Tel.0171 833 9958.

.
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SchNEWS in brief
Nobody likes paying for public services, do
they, Gordon Brown? Apart from the people
of Milton Keynes that is, who have voted in
4 referendum to increase their council tax bills
by almost 10%. Faced with the prospect of
deep cuts in schools, libraries and home help
budgets a turn-out of almost 45% said yes to
more public services, Bloody revolutionar-
ies. ** The U'wa people live high in the cloud
forests of Colombia and believe that their pur-
pose in life is to protect the earth Bloody
radicals. Of course, as you would expect their
lands are now threatened by evil oil giants.
One of them Berito Kuwarl'wa is coming to
the UK on 28th March @ Earth Centre, Denaby
Mam Doncaster, DN12 4DY 01709 512000.
** Permaculture Introductory Weekend 13-
14 March. Contact NatureWise 0171 281 3765.
** International Women's Day-Rally for
Mothers Against Disappearances! Saturday
6th March, 4pm Trafalgar Square. ** Discuss
Ghetto Politics with London Anarchist Fo-
rum, 8pm, Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square,
London, WCIR 4RI (nearest tube Holbom). The
Forum meet at same place, same time every
week Tel 0181 847 0203. ** Benefit evening
for Workers Aid for Kosova Friday 5th March,
8pm-12pm, The Yard Theatre, Hulme with
Attila the Stockbroker,. Tickets £6/4. ** The
Centre for Alternative T has re-
cently won the British Environment and Me-
dia Awards. for best website. Check it out
win.cat.ong.uk* Genetic Net-
work Office needs help urgently. If you've
any have time to spare call 0181 374 9516.

Bosses that bug us

Sick of your boss sticking their nosey beak into your
business? Well have a read of “Surveillance and
Privacy at Work™ by Michael Ford. Today a quarter
of a million people are d.rug tested every year by
companies. Businesses are investing in Big Brother
nterviews, demanding potential employees to release
their most intimate secrets like psychological makeup,
sexuality, religion, bra size erc. It's not just prisoners
that are being firted with electronic tags, but also
your average Joe Public call centre worker, This infra
red equipment designed by AT&T follows a worker
the minute he gets into work, knows when he's off
his PC, and can even track him into the bog Ford's
book goes into the whole word of pervy boss gpying
antics and calls for extra legislation to male this
practice illegal. Contact: Insttute of Employment
Rights, 177 Abbeville Road, London, SW4 9RL (it’s
a steep £20 order it from the library)

Resistrance is useless
Those free party people activists RESISTRANCE are
holding another one day spectacular on Sat 13th March
at the New Trinity Centre, Bristol. Entitled “An alter-
native thinkers gathering”, day-time has stalls, Kebele
Kulture veggie café and a wide-range of speakers (hey
even SchNEWS will take to the stage). Social in the
evening includes bands Baby Head and Dubmerge
followed byan all-nighter techno party. Last years event
was excellent. Details (7970 337638

Avon calling! Construction is underway on the Avon
Ring Road (Bristol's answer to the M25). The cam-
paign has squatted a field near the route and need
more people. Anvone who can handle a spanner is
urged to get on down there! The campaign has goad
local support and a secure camp.For details and di-
rections contact 0836 653723,

Ashton Court Quarry Campaign, Bristol are celebrat-
ing one year anniversary of protest with a week of
action on February 27-March 5 starting with a “BIG"
free party on the 27th, Contact Campaign Mo-
bile:07970 423834.

Inside SchNEWS

Eric Mann is a dangerous criminal, Thank-
fully for the public at large he will be behind
bars for the next year.Yes, Eric, a 55 year old
granddad is in prison for growing cannabis
to stop the pain from arthritis. Send letters of
support to Eric at HMP Swansea,
th Rel.,, West Glamorgan, SA1 2SR
Meanwhile the Green Party yesterday sup-
ported Paul Flynn MP in his bill to get marijuna
de-criminalised for people who use the weed
to relieve suffering. This has pmhah]y got
about as much chance of beco
Howard Marks has of tlking about some-
thing other than dope at this year's festies:
But if you want to find out more contact the
Green Party on 0171 272 4474,

Portsmouth Three
Hampshire police love hunt saboteurs, and
welcome them o their Police Benevolent Fund
all-night fund-mising parties, No, actually they
don't; but they did set up a full-time CID
incident room for them, for over 4 months.
A week on Monday these efforts come 1o a
head when begins the Portsmouth trial of 3
sabs charged with conspiracy fo commit
violent disorder. Funny, this one....
Violence had been mounting from support-
ers of the Hursley Hambleden foxhunt. When
things kicked ofl again at 2 meet of the hunt,
no-one was charged (on either side) for ac
ual assault or damage, despite plenty of po-
lice having been in the area. But the cops
were #s keen to use the opponunity to gather
intelligence on sabs as the hunting lobby were
to make PR capital from it. The police ook
first pickings, arresting 42 sibs, raiding homes
and workplaces and seizing clothes, phones,
video cameras and vehicles. Then the media
to moved in; the Evemnga‘itandartl neporla
furthering its pmpaga effort against
anti-hunt Foster B

Thus the web of conspiracy unfolds. We can
infer the old bill had tipped off the hunt about
the planned large-scale sab, as (unusually)
present were pro-hunt surveillance teams and
the regional officer of the Countryside
Movement (doubtless keen to canvas support
for that organisation’s concern for rural Post
Offices). Another tip-off:

Demo outside Portsmouth Crown Courd,
1:00pm, Monday March 1 (1st day of trial, and.
National Day Of Actornt Against All BloodSports),
Prosecutions in Britgin are never politicall
motivated. Be there to admire the Hampishi
officers’ dedication to the quest for fustice.

*Defence Campaign, Box H, 67 Fawcett Rd,
Southsea, Hants, PO4 ODH

and finally..

A company trying to continue its 5 year perfect safe
record showed its workers a film aimed
encouraging the use of safety gogples on the jol
According to Industrial Mackinery News, the film's
depiction of gory indusrrial accidents was so graphic
that 25 workers suffered minor injuries in their rush
to leave the screening room. 13 others fainred, and
one man required 7 stirches after he cor his head
falling off a chair while wzlzhmg.

2DX.
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large demonstration outside the US Cruise Missile base at
Molesworth in Cambridgeshire. Along with other contingents
of anti-nuclear protesters, travellers occupied a perimeter
site for five months; planting and reaping crops whilst a
group of Quakers built a Stone Chapel of Peace. Following
a High Court possession order granted in February 19885,
the entire protest camp was finally evicted using soldiers
from the Royal Engineers regiment. Significant to the politi-
cal escalation resulting from these protests, the eviction
was attended by the then Minister of Defence, Michael
Heseltine, famously arriving on site dressed in a camouflage
flak jacket. Meanwhile the festival circuit harbo 1 in-
creasing multitude of campaign groups 1
connected with the environment.
tributing information and discuss
burgeoning assemblies of altel |
successfully defiant in the face ‘of:
signs on an ultra-efficient mark |
ever, the ‘Peace Convoy' and.its assoc
the target of a multi-strategic !
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s in the scale and intensity of its violence.
ion order, police blocked the row hammers, stones and other missiles
l0ads of gravel. After a short stand- ‘Windscreens of advancing vehicles: a woman
anstable of Wiltshire, Lionel T § %by her hair; young men beaten over the head
men to begin attacking the ve ] ns as they tried to surrender....the police op-
iers. When word swept through the: e a chaotic whirl of violence...basic rules of
smashing windscreens at the fro s behaviour were abandoned. The identification num-
st officers were concealed by flame- proof
| saw a young man's glasses swiped from his
front teeth break under the raining blows.” The
tionalitelevision camera crew in the Beanfield was
N. Réporter Kim Sabido spoke to camera: “What we
= helTN camera crew and myselfas a reporter have seen in

the last 30 minutes here in this field has been some of the
most brutal police treatment of people that I've witnessed
n my entire career as a journalist. The number of people
Who have been hit by policemen, who have been clubbed

The Battle Of The Beanfield 1985

1T

lice charged in behis
their now infamously one .
inappropriately referred to as
of the Beanfield.

Public knowledge of the events of that
day are still limited by the fact that onlya .
small number of journalists were present
in the Beanfield at the time. Most, includ-
ing the BBC Television crew, had obeyed
the police directive to stay behind police
lines at the bottom of the hill “for their |
own safety”. One of the few journalists to
ignore police advice and attend the scene
was Nick Davies, Home Affairs corre-
spondent for The Observer at the time.
He wrote: “All of us were shocked by what
we saw: police tactics which seemed to




I8t holding babies in their arms in
hes around this field, is yet to be
nted...There must surely be an en-
" However, when the item was na-
lly broadcast on ITN news later that

y, Sabido’s voice-over had been re- Sge&
ovad and replaced with a dispassion- |38

narrator. The worst film footage was &%
) adited out. When approached for the
blage not shown on the news, ITN
ed it was missing.

When | got back to ITN during the fol-
ng week and | went to the library to
ok at all the rushes, most of what I'd
pught we'd shot was no longer there,”
Bonlls Sabido. “From what I've seen of
L ITN has provided since, it just dis-
ared, particularly some of the nas-
shots.” Some but not all of the missing footage has
0 re-surfaced on bootleg tapes and was incorporated
the ‘Operation Solstice’ documentary shown on Channel
Our in 1991. A similar story of missing visual evidence tran-
108 when trying to track down the images taken by
ojournalists. Ben Gibson, a freelance photographer work-
for the Observer that day, was arrestedinthe Beanfield
photographing riot police smashing their way into a trav-
I's coach. He was later acquitted of charges of obstruc-
nlthough the intention behind his arrest had been served
temoving him from the scene. Most of the negatives
m‘tha film he managed to shoot disappeared from the
rver's archives during an office move. Fellow photog-
Mpher Tim Malyon narrowly avoided the same fate:

“Whilst attempting to take pictures of one group of officers
Benting people with their truncheons, a policeman shouted
Ol to ‘get him' and | was chased. | ran and was not arrested.”
Malyon thought his film was safe after storing it with London
sulicitors’ firm Bimbergs. However, despite the fact that his
mcgraphic negatives were never supposed to have left

bergs' possession, they too disappeared. Fortunately,

#oine of Ben Gibson's and Tim Malyon’s prints have recentiy ;

tenurfaced and are printed here.

COne unusual eye-witness to the Beanfield nightmare wa
1he Earl of Cardigan, secretary of the Marlborough Conserv
llve Association and manager of Savernake Forest {on’
hall of his father the Marquis of Ailesbury). He had trave
#long with the convoy on his motorbike accompanied

Inllow Conservative Assaciation member, John Moore. As
he travellers had left from land managed by Cardigan, the
pair thought “it would be interesting to follow the events = |
parsonally”. Wearing crash helmets to disguise their iden-  pl
lity, they witnessed what Cardigan described as “unspeak-

uble” police violence. Cardigan provided eye-witness testi- ~ fro
mmonies of police behaviour during subsequent prosecutions:  pat
brought against Wiltshire Police, including descriptions of a +

heavily pregnant woman with “a silhouette like a zeppelin®
being “clubbed with a truncheon” and riot police showering a
woman and child with glass.

“I had just recently had a baby daughter myself,” Lord Car-
digan told SQUALL. "So WhEiS' | saw babies showered with

Stonehenge Festival 1983
glass by riot police smashing windows, | suppose | thought
of my own baby lying in her cradle 25 miles away in
Marlborough.” After the Beanfield, Wiltshire Police ap-
proached Lord Cardigan to gain his consent for an immedi-
ate eviction of the travellers remaining on his Savernake
Forest site. “They said they wanted to go into the campsite
‘suitably equipped’ and ‘finish unfinished business’. Make
of that phrase what you will," says Cardigan. "l said to them
that if it was my permission they were after, they did not
have it. | did not want a repeat of the grotesque events that
I'd seen the da the site was evicted us-
i allowing the travellers a

_ dfi;_(}ardigan s testi-
resenting unforeseen difficulties
] erﬁmﬁevems at
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g off police and therefore by impli-
catlon befnehd!ﬁg those who they call the powers of dark-
ness,” says Cardigan. “| hadn't realised that anybody that
appeared to be supporting elements that stood against the



establishment would be savaged by establishment news-

papers. Now one thinks about it nothing could
natural. *| hadn't realised that | would b
class traitor; if | see a policeman trunche
| feel I'm entitled to say that it is not a

should be doing. | went along, saw an epis
history and reported what | saw.”
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The violent nature of the police action dre
parisons with the coercive police tactics e on the
miners strike the year before. Many observers claimed the
two events provided strong evidence that government di-
rectives were para- militarising police responses to crowd
control, a view confirmed by Sir Peter Imbert, ex-commis-
sioner of the Metropolitan Police: “A subject of concern is
the move towards paramilitarism in the police. | accept
that such a move has occurred.” Indeed in the confidential
Wiltshire Police Operation Solstice Report, released to plain-
tiffs during the resulting Crown Court case, it states: “Coun-
sel's opinion regarding the police tactics used in the min-
ers’ strike to prevent a breach of the peace was consid-
ered relevant.” An edition of the Police Review, published
seven days after the Beanfield, also revealed: “The Police
operation had been planned for several months and les-
sons in rapid deployment learned from the miners’ strike
were implemented.” Such heavy handed tactics were ‘jus-
tified’ at the time by a farcical passage from the confiden-
tial police report:"There is known to be a hierarchy within
the convoy; a small nucleus of leaders making the final
decisions on all matters of importance relating to the con-
voy's activities. A second group who are known as the
lieutenants’ or ‘warriors’ carry out the wishes of the con-
voy leader, intimidating other groups on site.” If the para-
military policing used on the Miners Strike was a violent
introduction to Thatcher's mal-intention towards union dis-
sent, the Battle of the Beanfield was a similarly severe
introduction to a new era of intolerance of travellers, festi-
vals and public protest,

Lodge, a vet-

Manufacturing a case for
S order law,

reen Gathering Festival, Inspector Hunt,
shire Police force for 20 years, told a re-
L: “Stonehenge Festival grew too large
Beanfield was just the beginning of
th it. The laws that came after

2" The following year saw the im-
r Act 1986, giving police powers
of twelve vehicles or more. This
ded the authorities with pow-
had seriously detrimental impli-
nd traveller sites all over the coun-
Douglas Hurd - then Home Sec-
s as "nothing more than a band of
ave no respect for the law or the

as “only too delighted to do any-
e life difficult for such things as hippy
'same day, a cabinet committee was
new legislation to deal with travellers
aired by Home Secretary, Douglas Hurd,
as comprised of the Secretaries of State
) Environment, Health and Social Security,
iture.

convoys assembling to celebrate that year's Sol-
chased around several counties by police, before

g some temporary respite on a site at Stoney
In the New Forest. Four days later, Hampshire Police
nted the 4am ‘Operation Daybreak’ to clear Stoney Cross.
Sixty Four convoy members were arrested and 129 vehicles
impounded after police came on site armed with DoT files on
every vehicle. The police also came armed with care orders
for the travellers’ children, though a tip off reached the camp
beforehand and the children were removed. The Battle of the
Beanfield and the increasingly hostile political climate which
followed, had a dramatic affect on the travelling community,
frightening away many of the families integral to the commu-
nity balance of the festival circuit.

In 1987, a few hundred people stood on the tarmac beside
Stonehenge, having walked the eight miles from an im-
promptu site at Cholderton. As clouds smothered the Sol-
stice sunrise, those who had walked the distance were kept
on the road, separated from the Stones by rows of riot po-
lice and razor wire. As the anger mounted, scuffles brokeout.

Avyear later the anger had tangibly increased and once again
at Solstice dawn there were some who found the situation too
unacceptable. This time the scuffles were more prevalent with
concerted efforts made to break through the police cordon.,
Secreted around the area, however, were thousands of wait-
ing riot police and as the frustration of the penned in crowd
grew, numberless uniforms came flooding down the hill to
disperse the crowd with a liberal usage of truncheons and riot
shields. Andy Smith - now editor of the magazine Festival
Eye - finally received a £10,000 out of court settlement from
Wiltshire Police in 1996 for a truncheon wound to the head



meoived after he tripped and fell at Stonehenge in 1988.

The numbers of people prepared to travel to Stonehenge
und face this treatment naturally dwindled, resulting in a
toncentration of those who were prepared for confrontation
I tefence of what was considered as a right to celebrate
Aulstice at Stonehenge. Successive large-scale police op-
#intions backed by the Public Order Act 1986, became
slricter in attempts to stop anyone from reaching the stone
viicle at Solstice. Each subsequent year, _ i
Nowever, there were those who hugged §
haddgerows and darted between the beams
ol police helicopters in order to be in view
ol the Solstice sunrise at Stonehenge.

Destroying the
glternative
fconomy

LI until 1985, the free festival circuit had |
Provided the economic backbone of trav-
wllar's year long itinerancy. Traditionally
e three cardinal points in the festival
wliouit were the May bank holiday, the
Aligust bank holiday and Solstice. With-
Qul the need for advertising, festival-
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1The amployment of two bank holidays as specific festival
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economy and facing incessant and increasing harassment
and eviction, the break down of community left travellers
prone to a destructive force potentially more devastating
than anything directly forced by the authorities.

“At one time smack wasn't tolerated on the road at all,”
recalls mather of six, Decker Lynn. “Certainly on festival
sites, if anybody was selling or even using it they were just
put off site full stop.”

Heroin, the great escape to oblivion, found the younger ele-
ments of a fractured community prone to the drug's clutch
and its use spread amongst travellers like myxamatosis.
Once again traveller families were forced to vacate sites
which were falling prey to the heroin, further imbalancing
the battered communities and creating a split between ‘clean’
and ‘dirty’ sites.

“| don’t park on big sites anymore,” says Lynn, who still
lives in her double decker bus. “Heroin is something that
breaks up a community because people become so self-
centred they don't give a damn about their neighbours.” Many
travellers report incidences of blatant heroin dealing going
untouched by police, whilst other travellers on the same
site were prosecuted for small amounts of hashish. The
implication of these claims were that the authorities recog-
nised that if heroin took hold of the travelling community,
political designs on the destruction of the travelling com-
munity would take care of itself.

“So many times people got away with it and there were very
few busts for smack,” recalls Lynn. “They must know smack
is the quickest way to divide a community; united we stand
and divided we don't.”

The other manifestation of community disruption was the
emergence of the so called ‘brew crew’. These were mainly
angry young travellers feeding themselves on a diet of spe-
cial brew and developing a penchant for nihilism, blagging
and communal disrespect. In the previous years of a more
healthy festival culture, the outflux of youth from the inner
cities was well met, absorbed and often healed.

“To start with it was contained,” says Decker Lynn. “Every
family had its problems but the brew crew was a very small



element around 1986, and very much contained by the fami-
lies that were around. But there was large number of angry
young people pouring out of the cities with brew and smack
and the travelling community couldn’t cope with the num-
bers.” The so called ‘brew crew’ caused constant disruption
for those festivals still surviving on the decimated circuit
and provided an obvious target for slander hungry politi-
cians and right wing media.

Raves and the new blood

Towards the end of the eighties a new cultural phenomenon
emerged in the UK resulting in an injection of new blood and
economy to the festival scene. Rave parties were similar to
free festivals in that they were unlicensed events in loca-
tions kept secret until the last possible moment. Such
events offered similar opportunities for adventure and be-
gan attracting huge numbers of young people from the cit-
ies. Some of these parties differed from the free festivals in
that they were organised by groups such as Sunrise, who
would charge an entry fee and consequently
amounts of money in the proce
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Indeed, isure Futures’, produced by mar

ntre in 1993, gave some indica
ercial entertainment busines
plosion of rave culture. Estimating

i dustry the report conr rmed that re
“significant threat” to the market shi
eweries and pubs. Richard Carr,

: erate Allied-Tetley-Lyons, had al
1 about rave culture in 1992, descr

: -Eﬁ@l -led business.”

s involving parliame
Graham Bright MP.

ness the publi
the countryside.

promoter for the GLC an a £multi-million com-

mercial festival outfit Tribute: *The motivation behind these
festivals is no longer passion, it is commerce.” Relative to
the people-led festivals, critics argue that the commercial
festival scene now offers little more than another shopping
experience, where an attendant wallet is valued and en-
couraged far more than participation.

Castlemmorton Common

By 1992, leaked documents from Avon and Somerset Con-
stabulary demonstrated the existence of Operation Nomad.
A Force Operational Order, marked ‘In Confidence’, revealed:
“With effect from Monday 27th April 1992, dedicated re-
sources will be used to gather intelligence in respect of the
movement of itinerants and travellers and deal with minor
acts of trespass.” An intelligence unit set up by Avon and
Somerset Police produced regular Operation Nomad bulle-
tins, listing personal details on travellers and regular festi-
val goers unrelated to any criminal conviction. The Force
Operational Order issued by the Chief Constable also
stated: “Resources will be greatly enhanced for the period
Thursday 21st May to Sunday 24th May inclusive in rela-
tion to the anticipated gathering of travellers in the Chipping
Sodbury area."

item referred to the annual Avon Free Festival which
n oceurring in the area around the May bank holiday
ral years, albeit in different locations. However, 1992
year Avon and Somerset Police intended to put a
result, the thousands of people travelling to
xpected festival were shunted into neigh-
by Avon and Somerset's Operation No-
noeuvres. The end result was the impromptu
mmon Festival in West Mercia, another
1 the recent history of festival culture.

‘'olice claim they had no idea that an event
their district and were therefore powerless
'ever, observers questioned whether it was
won and Somerset Police had not informed
ng constabulary that they were pushing trav-
in Operation Nomad.

staggering 30,000 travellers, ravers, festi-
ner city youth gathered almost overnighton
Common to hold a free festival that flew in
the Public Order Act 1986 and the Entertain-
ased Penalties) Act 1990. It was a massive cel-
and the biggest of its kind since the bountiful days
onehenge Free Festival.

authorities used Castlemortori in a way which led peo-
0 suggest it had been at least partly engineered by the
thorities themselves. The right wing press published acres
of crazed and damning coverage of the event, including the
classic front page Daily Telegraph headline: “Hippies fire
flares at Police” . In the following morning's Telegraph, the
editorial headline promised “New Age, New Laws” and within
two months, Sir George Young, then Minister for Housing,
confirmed that new laws against travellers were imminent
“in reaction to the increasing level of public dismay and
alarm about the behaviour of some of these groups.” One
revealing feature appeared in the Daily Telegraph following
the festival at Castlemorton. Headlined “From ravers to trav-
ellers: a guide to the invaders”, it profiled four individuals




for the headings The Squatter’, The Raver’, The Trav-
I' and ‘The career Traveller' - a significant early indica-
| of what was to come. Indeed, the outcry followin

lovelled against alternative British culture. Just as th
llc Order Act 1986 followed the events at Stonehenge

H5, so the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994
n its journey in 1992, pumped with the manufactures
inge which followed Castlemorton. By the time it reac
Ite two years later, the CJA, as it came to be knoy
udled criminal sanctions against assembly, outdoorit
d music events, unauthorised camping, rep
I8, squatting and ‘aggravated trespass’ (public
ilons). The law also reduced the number of
gh could gather together from 12 (as stip
jlic Order Act 1986) to six.

B news-manufacture used to prepare the p
woming law was incessant, with medi
lers including “a swarming of human'
Telegraph and “These foul pests
Daily Mail . I

plice Surveillance « '
nefit Clampdown

year after Castlemorton Common
@ration Snapshot, an intelligence ga
and travellers designed to establish
monal details, registration numbers, par
ments. This information was used as’
angoing intelligence operation begun
piral Intelligence Unit (SCIU), operated
shire and initially co-ordinated by PC
b SCIU held regular meetings with rep
‘wonstabularies of Britain.

]
kod documents revealed that Operation S
ted there to be around 2,000 traveller ve
ars in the UK. In the minutes of a
s on March 30th 1993, the objectives of
tliided the development of “a system whereby i
1| be taken into the control room, and the most up te
lligence was to hand”..... “capable of high speed input and
al and dissemination of information”. The meeting was
whded by constabulary representatives from Bedfordshire,
yon and Somerset, Devon and Comwall, Dorset, Glouces-
re, Dyfed-Powys, Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire, Kent,
folk, Northamptonshire, South Wales, Gwent, Staffordshire,
5 Valley, Warwickshire, Surrey, Suffolk, West Mercia,
Midlands and the Ministry of Defence (Hampshire and
sent apologies). The National Criminal Intelligence
ivice (NCIS) also had representatives atthe meetings, and
yuested that the NCIS should be allowed “to move in with
# Southem Central Intelligence Unit for one or two weeks
-~ tliring the Solstice”.

were all asked and all agreed to provide the Southern
al Intelligence Unit with “any information, no matter
small on New Age Travellers or the Rave scene”. The
ked minutes revealed the Operation Snapshot database
i Initially construeted to hold one million items of infor-
on . After a short period, the Northern New Age Travel-
Co-ordination Unit, designed to cover the north of Brit-
was established and ope}rjated from Penrith in Cumbria.

lemorton provided the basis for the most draconian law.

Further intelligen

nformation was gathered via social se-

arty report on ltinerant Claim-
11986, advised that “in the
d the safety of staff, we
ice." A 1993 internal
e Travellers’ and
ic domain”, stated:
ion from the me-

curity office

e numbers for all the reg
i mNewAgeTraveIlerCo—
lntelhgeme Unit. Every

h of ime over which they are de-

filise recognition of their mechanism and
on. Whatis clear, however, is that rather than seek
ally accommodate an expanding community cul-
ture,Margamt‘l‘hatcher‘s and those who replaced
her sort instead to annihilate it. Although the battered survival of
both travellers and free festivals demonstrates that they did not
fully succeed, their jackboot approach left a lot of painin its wake.

anumez_qyofedm body text:

(1) 'Operation Solstice' Channel Four 7/11/81 made by ‘Neil
Goodwin and Gareth Morris (2) Written statement by Tim
Malyen 4/6/85 (3) The Observer 9/6/85 (4) Interview with
Lord Cardigan SQUALL No.14 Autumn 1896 (5) 'The case
against para-military policing’ by Tony Jefferson (pub Open Uni-
versity Press 1990) (6) Police Review 7/6/85 (7) Daily Tel-
egraph 6/6/86 (8) Hansard 5/6/86 (9) Times 6/5/86 (10) 'No-
madic Claimants - Report of Working Party’ Department of
Healith and Social Security HQ9RDY) March 1986 (11) Inde-
pendent 17/8/92 (12) The Observer 20/10/96 (13) Force Op-
erational Order 36/92 - ‘Operation Nomad' issued by Chief Con-
stable of Avon and Somerset Constab. “in confidence™.(14)
Daily Telegraph 26/5/92 (15) Daily Telegraph 27/5/92 (16)
Daily Telegraph 7/6/93 (17) Daily Mail 27/5/92 (18) leaked min-
utes quoted SQUALL No. 14 Autumn 1996 (19) Income Sup-
port Bulletin 24/93 Benefits Agency (*not for public domain”) (20)
The Guardian 19/7/96 (21) SQUALL No. 8 Winter 1995 (22} 'The
Security Services' HMSO 1995 (23) Hansard 17/3/97 Col:417



Squotes n—‘

“Politics on its own is deadly dull. Entertainement o
its own is deadly irrelevant.” [

Performer Pieter-Dirk Uys.
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" PARKING

W lhere is a time for words and a time for action.
WU i1 the time ,r?n- action.”

Matry, a local campaigner currently up a
Bt during the eviction

As SchNEWS went to press the evic-
M of the protest camp at Crystal Palace
Shtered its third day. The site is sur-

nidded by hundreds of security and po-
y Inain roads have been closed off, but
lestors reckon the eviction could last
Wt least another ten days.

"~ Wie Grade 11 listed park, on the hihest

il in London, is about to be carved up to
@ way for a £56 million, 20 screen multi-
pinema with 9 bars /restaurants, various
vtlets with concrete ramps leading cars
i the largest rooftop car—park in Britain!
ates of the park amrllJ 150) trees will disap-
under the building which has been lik-
10 an fairport terminal.” This blot on the
upe will be visible for miles.

0 Deipite the fact that there was no environ-
Wla! impact assessment; the Wildlif and
vystde.Act was broken and the EU Habi-
Dirvctive ignored Jobn Preseott gave the ven-
the green light saying there was no need for
Jubic enquiry. Sinee faking over the park
the G1.C. in 1986 Bromley Conngil have
Wtlely run the park: dewn hoping any de-
Wment would be welcomsed by Jocals. Hon-
W e Councils  claim that the .‘fe.r,’efypmmr
W “upture the essence of Pactons work”

Wt washed with the locals who complain that
Wninltation process left a lof to be desired.
W tneihing of Crystal Palacebowever, is be-
W tupnated aroimd the conntry, The London
Wllife Trust estimate that sixty wildlfe sites
i ihe aipital have been threatened by develop-

thix year alowe.

Mot that architect Ian Ritchie cares. He told
: pitled residents “I'm glad people don’t
M8 0 - it confirms my belief that it is a good

un

I 'l*\t‘ complex aims to attract people from
& South London and as Croydon coun-
? Adlrian Dennis points out, “It is a car

levelopment”.
Lliie of the boroughs bordering the site,
.Nlll\i-lr]\ despite having the lowest car
tuhip rates in the country, suffers some
the warst air pollution rates in northern
e, and will be hit further by the devel-
it with thousands of visitors e éx:cml
i Lt Bromley Council’'s own traffic advi-

CANTICOPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION

sor when asked by a local person how they
could cope with the extra traffic replied Trwill
be best to avoid the area’. Bit difficult when
you live there.

Southwark is also the most densely popu-
lated district in northern Europe — here more
than anywhere people need open spaces. Still,
councillor John Lewis, a supporter of the de-
velopment reckons “People don’t want change
and will find any excuse to hinder progress.
There is a hard core group of people who want
a museum and more trees in the park.”

More trees in a park — good god, whatever

Jpext. As one protestor Storm Porrum told
SchNEWS “Parks are the lungs of any city and
we don’twant our breathing space encroached
upon by a development that will only add to
pollution by increased car use.”

A little history

The Park lies on what was once Penge Com-
mon, a patchwork of common land domi-
nated by the Great North Wood. The area was
still wooded and rural when the Great Exhi-
bition housed in the ‘Crystal Palace’ building
was moved from Hyde Park to Sydenham Hill
in 1852. Over the years the Palace, built by
Joseph Paxton became run-down until it
burnt down in 1936 after a cigarette was
dropped during an orchestra rehearsal. The
resulting fire was seen across south east Eng-
land. The grounds of the Palace became park-
land and various Acts were passed by parlia-
ment to ensure that the land was held as rec-
reation space for the people.

Directions to the camp:

It’s at the corner of Crystal Palace Park Road
and Westwood Hill. By train: Crystal Palace or
Gypsy Hill station direct from Victoria then
walk up the hill. No.3 bus from Brixton or
No. 63 to Kings Cross to Palace.

Contact the Crystal Palace Campaign 0181
693 8200

SCHNEWS BENEFIT
Thursday 18" March
Gro Zero &
the Exodus Col-
lective
8 — 9.30 pm film and
talk by Exodus followed
by music!('til 2

New Madeira Hotel

on the seafront. Just £3

MAD

CRAP ARREST OF THE WEEK

For talking to a shop-keeper! After having|
the cheek to ask a Notungham ASDA store
manager about genetically modified food la-
belling, a man was told he could either “starve
to death, or shop somewhere else”, None to)
pleased with the reply, the disgruntled cus-
tomer went back the next day and handed
out leaflets about the mutant foodstuffs, when
he was arrested on suspicion of “tampering]
and poisoning Asda food products™ (hey, does
that mean we can charge Monsanto and their|
ilk?) The man was released without charge a
few hours later.

CASUALKILLERSPT2

The Simon Jones Memorial Campaign
swung into action again on Wednesday in-
vading the Department of Trade and Indus-
try and occupying the lobby for an hour to
demand the prosecution of employment
agency, Personnel Selection.

Simon Jones was sent by Personnel Selec-
tion to work for Euromin on the docks. He
received no health and safety training despite
being asked to do one of the most danger-
ous jobs in the country. Within two hours he
was dead. Nearly a year on and despite every
legal channel being exhausted as well as a se-
ries of high-profile actions no-one has been
prosecuted over his death.

Meanwhile on the same day in Parliament
George Galloway MP thundered “James
Martell’s (Euromin manager) contempt for
the laws of health and safety in this country,
his greed and hunger for profit, his negligence
and carelessness, slaughtered this young man
just as clearly as if he had pushed him off the
dock with his own hands.”

Simon's death highlights the spread of low-
pay and casualisation across Britain; as a
spokesperson from the Memorial Campaign
told SchNEWS “If you want o kill some-
one, the easist way to get away with itis to do
it at work.”

Simon Jones Memorial Campaign, PO Box
2600, Brighton, E.Sussex, BN2 2DX
www.simonjones.org.uk

* Tony Blair has declared in the Register of
Members Interest that the Freedom Group of
Companies has seconded an employee to work in
his constituency office for 15 hours a week.The
company advises business on how to convert staff
contracts into freelance jobs.

* A gorilla from the Welsh Socialist Alliance
recently tried to get a job at Staff Sign recunitment
agency in Wrexham, after hearing the firm paid
peanuts. Apparently the recruitment agency boss
went bananas,




CRAP APPOINTMENT
OF THE WEEK

“Appointing the former boss of the Countryside
Landowners Association to bead the Countrside
Agency is like putting an alcohalic in charge of a
pub’” Kate Atkinson, Rambler’s Associaton

What is the CLA? Sounds like a people’s
democracy movement doesn’t it?

DON'T BE A NANA! The Countryside
Landowners Association is the exclusive club
which, as their own promo blurb enthuses, is “a
foree o be reckoned with, dy lnbibying ministers
and government departwents” 1o safeguard the in-
terests of private landowners, In fact, its head-
cIu:m:crs are in exclusive Belgravia Square, Lon-
don, in property owned by the Duke of West-
minster, Britain's largest landowner. Last year
the Right to Roam movement, headed by the
Rambler’s Association and the Land 1s Oues
seemed on the verge of victory with the Blair's
pledge to introduce laws forcing landowners to
open up their land. So abhorrent were the squire-
archy ar the prospeet of picaicking families and
courting couples interrupting a Saturday after-
noon'’s bloodfest, that the Countrside Alliance

+was formed in the blaze of publicity which guar-

anteed that the Stoogestry tor State got the mes-
sage. A vear on, and a bill backed by the Ram-
bler’s Association would, if passed, remove all
farming subsidies and government grants from
landowners who obstruct footpaths or refuse to
provide public access. No-one could be more
aware of the duty of landowners to share the
wealth of nature’s bounty with the people than
Ewen Cameron, the former president of the CLA
and handpicked by Blair himself to chair the
new Countryside Agency, which will aversee the
whole Right To Roam programme, Indeed ir's
almost poetic that Camieron is the same Somer-
set patato farmer who planted spuds over a public
right of way through his farm in 1996, “Trust
me, I'm a landowner™. | think nor. * Pack yer
sarnies for the next South Downs Mass Trespass
Meet 10am Brighton Train Station March 21,

CRAP JOB OF THE WEEK

Heard the one abour the *Sustainable Aviation®
research post at Manchester University held by Pro-
fessor Callum Thomas and funded by, eh, Manches-
ter Adrport!

Air transport is believed 1o be responsible for 3%
of ‘preenhouse gases’, 50 Schnews decided o inves-
tigate this apparent conflict of interest. Upon ques-
toning, Prok. Callum declared “yee o s fat cat .. (but Jit
i very dmpartant for decistons musde by tociety bo be based on
soynd seioner” Obwiously, the fact that his funding body
has an interest in gering a positive light for aviaton
will not affect his research in any way, and he will of
course produce the soundest, unbiased science.

LOONY LAMBETH

On Wednesday night, over 100 local peaple were
stopped from entering & Lambeth Council meeting
held 1o discuss cuts in local services, including spe-
cial needs schools, playcentres, youth and commu-
nity centres. The cops were called, the street barri-
caded but the council did not change their mne,
When SchNEWS tried to discoyer what's happen-
ing in Lambeth, the council gave us the runaround,
complaining that the different commiteees have lit-
te cantact with each other. “1es difffont o find anything
ant,” one confused official told vs These cuts con-
anue the process of gentrification of Brixton, but
peaple aren’t tmking this hing down, Local disabled
activists are oceupying the Lambeth Centre for Inde-
pendent Living, and the 121 Centre, Railton Road,
still faces eviction For mare info contact the 121
Centre on (1171 274 6653 email mark26 1@ hotmail com.

. >
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SchNEWS in brief
The trial of the three Portsmouth hunt sabs
up on charges of conspitacy (see SchNEWS 202)
has been postponed for the time being, Contact
Defence Campaign, c/o Box H 167 Fawcert Rd,
Southsea, Hants. Tel 0411 166 533 ** Gold-
smith College students are occupying their lec-
ture building after 8 students were expelled for
not paying their tuition fees. They are in court
today to fight a possession summons, Meeti
are in_the Whiteland Building, Goldsmith Col-
lege, Dixon Road New Cross SE1 Spm every
day, Contact 0181 692 1406/0797 9896545
**Having problems explaining the problems of
Free Trade? Why is the World Bank so destruc-
tive? What is the IME? Whar resistance is there
world wide ? Undercurrents have produced a
radical 12 minute video e ing the rruth, Fn-
titded “WASHES WHI ™it's 10 plus £1.50
p+p from undercurrents, 16b Cherwell St, Ox-
ford OX4 1BG Tel 01865 203662
wwwundercurrents.org ** MAI-DAY ACTION
on Sat May 1st in Birmingham, needs imagina-
tion, music, ideas, street entertainment, banners,
donations etc to set the city alight with fun and
frolics. Contact 0961 810356 1o get involved
*4% #*#The Network of Socialist Alliances
Confegence will be held on Saturday 27 March
at the Union Club, 723 Pershore Rd, Birming-
ham. Contact 32, The Green, Long Lawford,
Ru.gb} CV23 9BL. Tel 01788 569766. **There’s
a whistle-blower march outside vivisection lab
Huntingdon Life Sciences on Sat 20th March
11 am owside Huntingdon Tescos, Ring Road
(Al41) Tel 0589 026435 www.fortunecity.com;/
reenfield /shell /279/ ** National Anti-Fur
y: Sat March 6th. Brighton Animal Rights
Coaliion demo outside Karen Millen boutique,
Nile Pavillions, Nile St, 12pm- Brighton's last
fur stockists!!**What a shame — but apparently
the new road surface on the Newbury Bypass
is cracking up with pot-holes appearing; oil and
mud is filling the balancing pond{:cnnd the police
complaining the slip-roads are roo short *** It’s
International Women’s Day this Monday (3")
and the Crossroads Women's Centre have organ-
ised some events over the coming month. Sun-
day 14" March there’s 2 Mothers Day Celebra-
tion and Protest 1pm; 26" March video dnd talks
celebrating the sans-papiers (withour papers)third
anniversary — both evenrs ar the Women' Cen-
tre. Meanwhile this Sunday there’s various events
at Hove Town Hall 11 am — 4pm. Join the global
women’s strike 8th March 2000"for a new mil-
lennium that values women's work and wom-
en's lives”, Contact Crossroads, 2302 Kentish
Town Rd (entrance on Caversham Rd.) £ondon
NW35 0171 482 2496

SNORT FAIR!

Our crazy Californian chums in the city of
Huntington Beach (ak.a Surf City) have signed
a deal with Coca-Crapa giving the dodgy scum
exclusive rights for ten years to display their cor-
porate loga in parks, on benches, even on police
and fire stations. Coca-Wankas competitors Pepsi
has been banned from sale in all but a few out-
lets. However, Pepsi are close to signing a simi-
lar deal with California’s state capital,
Sacramento, that “will send a ridal wave of Pepsi
over Coke’s Huntingdon Beach deal,” says an
executive, who no doubt enjoys surfing in his
toilet,

* What have McDonalds, Coca-Cola and
Wrigleys all got in common? They all gave
£25.000 last year to the Tidy Britain Group who
every April organise the National Spring Clean.
Y'know where people go round woods, ponds
etc. clearing up all the excessive package gener-
ared by organisations like - well, eh MeDaogshit,
Coke and Wriglevs. Hey and guess what? The
chairman of the Tidy Britain Group is Peter
Stokes formerly of “The Real Thing’.
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“The pie is cast. We shall not rest until justice,
as well as dessert, is served” - Agent Apple of
the Biotic Baking B
Three members of the BBB have been
imprisoned for the anarchic and blatantly
anti-social, not to say extremely violent, a
of pir:igfI San Francisco mayor Willie
ving already pied the Chief Ex-

last November the BBB launched their act
of humiliation ar Mayor Brown, for his
continued collusion with

cost of local
“Poverty is Vlomme e
of the three sentenced. ula Janowski
suffered a broken collar bone in the fracas
that ensued when Brown ordered the
Cherry Pie 3 arrested by his mayor’s police
guard, The judge complied with Mayor.
rown’s demand for the maximum sentence
of six months for simple battery. This from
1 Mayor known for his (unpunished) vio-
lent outbursts.

Wiite to the Cherry Pie 3:

Rahula Janowski #1818075

/0 SF County Jail 8, E Pod,
CA 94103

Justin Gross #1818071c/o SF County Jail 8,
B Pod 425 Tth SLSF, CA 94103

Gerry Livernois has not been sent down
yet due to medical reasons.

The BBB could really use some financial sup-
port. Cheques and money orders can be made
out to Jeff Larson and sent to: Friends of the
BBB: 3288 21st #92, San Francisco, CA, 94110,
or contact <bbb_apple@hotmail.com>.

* .. They Will Never Ger Us All™ a new:
booklet of writings and poerry by US Anar-
chist prisoner and jailhouse lawyer Harold H
Thompson is available for £1.80 from Hud-
dersfield ABC, PO Box 12766, HD13XX.

Stop-press : The first two protestors to be
charged under the Criminal Justice Act ‘tres-
passory assembly’ laws vesterday had their
convictions over-turned in a landmark ruling.
More next week. :

ane

It isn’t usual for SchNEWS to%e lost for
s0 we thoughr we'd throw it out to our readers,
ordinary Wednesday at SchNews Towers, when
who should phone but Chief Inspector Mike Flynn:
from Sussex Police HQ. “Can you help me.” quath
the voice of Law ‘0’ Order, explaining he'd been
put in charge of compiling the Natonal Guide Ti
Public Order Policing’. Keen to stress his (va
“sense of fair play’, CI Flynn doesn’t just want
views of the goons with batons, Oh na. He wa
1o know how YOU feel. “I'm interested in *
ated groups” expectations of the police,” he
thused. Can you help the friendly copper, reade
Don't get too carried away, 2 “T know so!
people might wish we just disappeared altoger
Hey, can we talk real world heres™

Cl Flynn is of the opinion some of us may
had ‘good expedences’ of ic order polici
He \ﬁls to know about tlwp‘iu;. “Perh:q:l?:s
people have even had negative experences of
lice in such situations™ he added, more plausi
“Perhaps they have low expectations of us.” $
not? “Tell me about them too.”

Well, he asked for it. If you'd like 1o assist
Flynn with his iries (we know you're itcl
to) his dircct number is 01273 404345; fax 01273
404229, “Please don’t hesitate to call”.

disclaimer

SchNEWSs warns all readers not to get the silly romantie
impression thar parks are places 1 chill out, hang oot with
wildlife and breathe some fresh air. Let's mike it crvatal cleat.
They are pot, Money doesn't grow on trees +know.

425 7th St.SK,

, Brighton, East Sussex, BN22DX.
schnews@brighton.co.uk
Campaign!
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{us the world gone mad or is it me?”

Brock- Master of the Universe

Ale last year, the guardians of freedom
il democracy felt compelled to mount a
bloal trade offensive against small Carib-
Wi farmers, as a golden thankyou to Carl
ﬂ ndner, the Chief Execution Officer of
lijiita Brands International, who donated
1,000 dollars to Democrat funds.
Uly hours after receiving this philanthropic
te the Clinton administration lodged a
Wpluing with the World Trample Organisa-
AWTO) charging the EU with having a
Miminatory’ approach to importing ba-
Thatis, the EU support the Caribbean

bivil, in preference to the economies of
xpansionist corporations which have
litulled Central America’s “banana repub-
With an iron fist for decades.

the LS is now threatening action against a
ol European business from Italian light
I.I % 1o Scottish cashmere sweaters, in re-
e 10 the $520 million US banana giants
itn, Dole and Del Monte claim they ‘lose
B i unfair trade’ each year. Chiquita alone is
wih §14 billion.

Mle one of those baby fishies that just gets
Mot and bigger by eating all the smaller baby
in the same creek who think it’s harm-
L it looks the same as them, the US
(orps have gone to war on their allies,

e ACP banana trade is rooted in coloni-
I which has left Caribbean economies de-
bt on exports to Europe for survival
small Caribbean farmers are facing
bicause the Chiquita-Dole cartel, which
Missive plantations in Latin America, ef-

ly act as price setters.
Ahike a drive around the island and
lecline is evident. Everybody you
to will tell you that the banana
try is bcadug for the rocks. Just
' years ago there were 6500 ba-
wers, these days there are
rween 3000 and 4000 in an at-
re of total uncertainty™

urd Islands Farmer’s Association.

1enl costs of banana production are not
il in the current retail price. Banana pro-
i in the Windwards is characterised by
holders, who grow their froit on family
farms. The system is labour intensive,
L of agrochemicals is low:. Despite the
Wites, banana quality from the I:iIl;nds is

ul\. Bananas are Brirain’s most popular
B consumption is increasing. In a fair
S vou would think there would be room
A8 thie smallholders. But Chiquita has 70%

of the EU banana market and wants the lot.

“The market is now governed solely by
the classic supply and demand mecha-
nism. Within the new system, only the
most competitive producers will be able
to supply the European marker.” Banana
Link

So let’s look at the world of banana doltars
and see if we like it.
®Transnational business methods in the ‘ha-
nana republics” have followed a familiar pattern
of eviction, exploitation and negligence.

®1n Guatemala, a union officer organising
Chiquita plantation workers was shot dead in
1994 while other trade unionists received death

umies which rely on banana exports for= thyenes:

®1n Honduras, in 1996, an entire village of 600
people ina_banana plantations was bulldozed
by troops. Chiquita said the land was no longer
suitable, and people must be evicted so it could
be sold - then they leased it to a former em-
ployee who continued with slashed labour costs.
Chiguita was later revealed to have bought food
and fuel for the army unit carrying out the clear-
ances.

®And last week Chiquita laid off 6000 work-
ers in Honduras and Guatemala only 120
days in the wake of a hurricane. They have
received no financial assistance for the last two
months. The company is trying to get un-
ions to agree to lower wages and reduced so-
cial benefits. “Banana dollar” production re-
quires massive capital investments in the form

DOUBLE BILLING

SPECTACULAR
Thursday 18th March

REBEL ALLIANCE

7 pm sharp upstairs at
Hobgoblin Pub, London Road

Followed by SchNEWS
BENEFIT

EXODUS COLLECTIVE

GROUND ZERO

@ New Madeira Hotel, 19-23 Marine
Parade (along the seafront).

8 - 9.30 pm SchNEWS live! & talk and
film from the Exodus Collective
then music till 2 am
Just £3
Transport is hopefully being sorted to get
people from the Alliance to Maderia Hotel

KILLER CORPS GO BANANAS

of roads, irrigation and drainage. Plantations
have an unhappy history of |d\x-'—wagc5, lim-
ited worker's rights, poor working conditions
and high levels of agrochemical use.

Frequent applications of the pesticide
DBCP (banned in the countries which pro-
duced it) together with inadequate protection,
has led to more than 20,000 cases of male
sterility amongst workers. Both Chiquita and
Dole are involved in legal cases brought by
those affected. For every ton of bananas
shipped, two tons of waste are left behind
while an average Costa Rican consumes an
incredible 4kg of pesticides a year, eight times
the world average. Chiquita’s track record is
one of aggression, intimidation and brutal-
ity in pursuit of massive profirs

SchNews ain’t ‘avin it and maybe you ain’t
either, so this weeks alternative is to discrimi-
nate like fuck against Chiquita and support
fair trade bananas by buying those labelled
Windward Islands (5 Isles bananas) We do
not recommend readers find out where
Chiquita CEO Lindner lives, buy a Chiquita
banana, te up the slimeball, and shove said
banana, now coated in a powerful fixative up
the tosser’s rectum.

World Development Movement,

25 Beehive Place, London SW9 TOQR
D171 737 6215 - www.oneworld.org/wdm
Banana Link
38-4( Exchange St, Norwich NR2 1XA

PARK PRANKS

The protest camp at Ashton Court Park in
Bristol is calling ita day. For nearly a year
protestors have tried to stop the expansion of
Dumnford Quarry into the park. With the
meadow ‘translocated” and blasting imminent,
it was time to say goodbye, but not without
the last few laughs.

Ashton Court was given to the people of
Bristol in 1959 with the condition that
nothing be done that “would detract from its
value as a recreation ground or prejudice the
enjo of the people’. Realising that
tumning the park into an open quarry and
destroying the habitats of rare orchids and
other wildlife might just ‘prejudice their
enjoyment’ of it, two protestors abseiled into
the quarry and occupied a ledge above a load
of explosives that were due to be detonated
five minutes later. They were evicted by
police after 32 hours and are in court at the
end of the month. Meanwhile the quarry
manager had his lawn translocated onto his
driveway — and a daffodil planted on the reof
of his car. Translocation means digging up
everything and placing the land elsewhere.
Surprise, surprise, it never works but it makes
for good greenwash!

CANTIHCOPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION




RIGHT TO STAND

on roadside victory
All at SchNEWS towers can sleep soundly
tonight, safe in the knowledge that we are free
to stand on the verge next o the road-side and
not fear arrest. The Lord Chancellor decided last
Thursday to uphold the quashing of the convic-
tion of two people who were hanging out round
Stonchenge one summer solstice, and nicked under
the trespassory assembly section of the Criminal
Justice Act (gj,-‘\} The clause was originally
intended to make assemblies of 20 or more peo-
ple a criminal offence, but the ruling could make
this unworkable,

However, before you get carried away with
all these new rights, and run out there to stand
on your nearest road-side, beware! You can only
do 50 if you have a “reasonable purpose”, or the
* activity in question does not amount to a pub-
lic or private nuisance and does not obstruct the
highway by unreasonably impeding the primary
right of the public to pass and repass”(got thar)
Rest '.azsun:dl.J Wwe can continue to protest peace-
fully, while our- lungs fill up with carbon mon-

oxide.

in the countryside shocker

While you're recovering from the shock of
discovering that you can stand on the verge of
the A303, there’s more! Jump for joy, Michael
“Swampy” Meacher ,this wegk announced a right
o roam across 4 million acres of open land in
the UK. It is surely only a matter of time before
all land in the UK is collectivised, and we live in
anarchist communes, eating root vegetables, shar-
i.n% staries of the revolution.

{fowever, don't get 100 excited, as there’s no
timetable for legislation, and it could ger amended
beyand all recognition by House of Commons
committees, or by those well known guardians
of the freedom to access, the House of Lords.
Richard Moyse from Land Is Ours told SchNEWS
Itk a start, but not entively satisfactory”.

Meanwhile the Local Access Forums could
end up a bureaucratic nightmare over-seen by
the Countryside Agency, which as we pointed
out in last weeks SchNEWS is headed by landed

entry bod and former president of the Country
andowners Association, Ewan, (‘just like
?‘utting an alchoholic in charge of a pub”)
_AmeEron.

*Mass Trespass Sunday March 21st Meet
Brighton Station 10 am . Six miles walk.
No dags. 5 travel costs. Tel 01273 620815

*Sat April 3rd land occupation somewhere
in the south of England, to clebrate 350¢h
anniversiary of Diggers occupation of St.George’s
Hill

The Land Is Ours, Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd.,
Oxford, OX41RQ Tel 01865 722016
www.oneworld.org/tlio
SECURITY GUARDS ROB LOCAL SHOPS
As SchNEWS went to press, the evicition at
Crystal Palace entered its tenth day with peo-
ple still down the tunnels trying to stop a mas-
sive leisure complex being built in the park (see
SchNEWS 203). While Bromley Council moan
about “professional protestors...preventing
those in the surrounding area who are unem-
ployed and unskilled from the opportunities that
will,..” blah, yawn) they stay stony silent about
the fact that some private security guards from
Pilgrim Security have been nicked during the
eviciton after robbing the local off-licence and
petrol station.

There's a massive party planned this Saturday
(13th) Meet 12 noon at the Palace Paarde. Con-
tact the Campaign 0181 693 8200

Subscribe! - __ __

SchNEWS in brief

We kid you not — after lasts weeks SchNEWS
revelation that McDonalds gives cash to the
Tidy Britain Group comes this little gem. Op-
eradon Eyesore is a new campaign “designed 1o
encourage improvement in London’s most tired
and negl areas.” People can nominate their
favounte blots on the landscape by picking up
leaflets from ....any central London Rchtad!};
** McDogshit is planning to build a giant 1,000
diner restaurant which will dominate the ap-
Emach to the Millenium Dome. When Tony

lair was asked why the so-called showcase of
British culture should be sponsored by * a great
big American fast food corporation, which would
probably try to reduce it to a large McDome and
fries™ he replied that the project needed all the
sponsors it could get, *** The Erotic Oscars
male and female striptease artistes semi-finals
are on 3lst March at Improv, 161 Tottenham
Court Rd., London, W1P . £10/6 conc. Money
raised will go to the Leydig Trust — heLPing disa-
bled people find partners *#* SchNEW'S has un-
confirmed reports from Topshop that they arc
withdrawing their kipper tie range after they
were found to contain genenically modified or-
ganisms *** There’s a ‘Kitsch Bitch?’ exhibition
at The Last Chance Saloon all this month fea-
turing freaks, monsters and a host of fanatics
and revolutionaires 88 Lower Marsh, Waterlon,
London, SE1 7AB (Waterloo tube) Ring 0171
7717466 for opening times *** Lymi For-
est in Kent, has now been occupied for two
vears to stop the RANK cotporation destroying
500 acres of green belt land for a leisure com-
plex. There will be a gathering on Sunday 21st
March from 12 noon looking to create a NO
SINGLE ISSUE SITE, uniting different cam-
paigns and creative stuff. Contact Jani on 0171
231 D181 or 9797025 3931 *** Yesterday saw
the first ever conviction of a mink fur-farmer
for animal cruelty. The farmer who had all his
mink released by the ALF recently was fined a
pathetic £5,000, If you want to really rub it in
there’s a demo outside his Windmill Mink Farm,
Shaftesbury Rd, Child Okeford, Dorset on Sun-
day 21st March 11.30 am e-mail:
caft@caft.demon.couk***On Saturday 20th
March theres another day of action Hillgrove
Farm, against cat-breeders for vivisection, meet-
ing at the main pates 12 noon. There are also
skills days for animal rights campaigners in
Brighton and Birmingham on Sunday 28th March
— advice on running an effective campaign, us-
ing hidden cameras, and how to deal with all
those friendly coppers. For more info calld121
632 6460, *** On the same theme, two actvists
charged with ‘conspiracy to commit crimi-
nal damage” after a genetic crop site was trashed
will be in Plymouth Crown Court on Monday
29th March and request ‘loud and colourful sup-
port’*** The End is Nigh West London An-
archists and Radicals are organising a * not yer
normal’ benefit night on Friday 19th March at
the Venture Centre, 103A Wornington Rd,
{(Westhourne Park tube) 8 — 11pm. **The prison
service may have to pay up to £1 million in
compensation o higher d inmates who were
charged for board and lodging under a fu].icy
introduced by the last Tory government. **

Following on from last year’s Mayday event in
Bradford, there will be a three day Easter Ris-
ingbian Glasgow on April 2nd-4th for discussing
global capitalism, multinationals, consumerism,
and (more excitingly) how to oppose it all. Con-
tact CI fautonomy] on 0141 §10 3001 or e-mail

S ¥ T

Free ¢ Activism Net-
work is mnn.ingha day workshop on landfills,
how they work, how they get built, and the risks

to the environment and human health they
q_n:scm. llam to 4.00pm, Sat. 20th March at

he Stewponey’ pub, Stourton, ar. Stourbridge.
Contact Chris Smart on 01384 877020 email
mobbsey(@gn.apc.org

Keep SchNEWS FREE! Just send 15t Class stamps (e.g. 20 for next 20 issues) or donations
you can make copies. Post free to all prisoners, SchNEWS, ¢/ o on-the-fiddle, P.O. Box

Tel/Autofax : +44 (0)1273 685913

form of sabotage be it dieet action or subtle tuctics (fe nie

A

GET IT EVERY WEEK BY E-MAIL: schnews@brighton.co.uk

RUSSIAN REVOLUTION DEJA VU
A Waorkers’ Collective Committee has taken overa
machine-building plant in Yasnogorsk, a town of
20,000 people near Moscow. The 4,200 workers
aehmﬂmgﬂ)eCammmhthy local authority

at a general meeting. When the “owners” of
plant refused to recognize the results, the worket
seized control. A Soviet-stylee Workers Collecti
was set up and now oversees admin, production,
selling, all finances, distribution of wages and the

town as a whole. Last December 10.000 people
from Yasnogorsk marched to block the railway line
into Moscow to support demands for the release
from prison of the worker-elected directors of the
factory and to stop the privatization move. It was
only the mobilization of special police forces which
prevented the workers from paralyzing one of the
main railways in Russia. The Yasnogorsk workers
say, “This is our revolution™ and are appealing for
international solidarity in the fight against the trend
towards private property and global capitalism.

Onee again the message from Colombiais Don't
fuck with the oil barons” Two years ago the U'wa
people won a law suit to stop US firm Occidental
Petroleum (working with Shell of course)from
drilling in their lands. They had threatened mass
sucicide believing that if oil{‘the blood of thé earth’)
was extracted it would mean the end of the tribe.
Helping them with their legal battle and deeply
committed to the Uwa people, was Terence Freitas
who along with Ingrid Washinawatok and
Lahe’ena’e Gay were kidnapped last week on their
way to the reserve. Therr bodies were found
bound,blindfolded and buller ridden, No one has
vet claimed ibility for their deaths.

SchNEWS dedicates this weeks issue to them.

* Berito Kuwarll'wa from the tribe will open
the Earth Centre near Doncaster on March 28th.
Contact 01709 512000

ase ane

Heard the one about Hunt Liason Police officer
from Wiltshire who got together with his mates
from the Countryside Alliance and Master of Fox.
Hounds Association and produced, after ¢ -
consultation’ a code of conduct for hunt pro s
“which everyone agreed was the way fo i
Apart of course Hunt Sabs and the League Agai
Cruel Spores (LACS), who seem to have been ow
looked in the 'lmgh}i:unsuhnﬁm' process.
code includes gems i

Do not attempit to intefere with the bunt, engave in

whips, horms, sprays, showting/ yellng or the use of your v
in aoy manner {o obstrct] cange nuisance fo the bune”,
“In the interests of safety showld an injured fox
reguired to be dig out and humanedy destroyed a
metre exvlusion zome will be in force.”
Which would just about make hunt sabbi
i rethe first

came early in February, when a fox being ¢
by a hunt, sought refuge down a rabbir hol
‘Copper’ the fox was eventually rescued by s
taken to a vet and is now recoveri
SchINEWS wishes ‘copper” well - the” we thi
the idea of sending ‘Get well soon cards' a li
odd. Wouldn’t it prefer a nice juicy....

disclaimer “Cone on punk, make my day!?

able to Justice?) Ask for "Originals"
, Brighton, East Sussex, BN22DX.
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o p e Lapnes killers, along with th
i man who died in custody, Richard Q'Brier
bsed torture of Derek Treadaway at the har
it MidlandsSerious Crime Squad, trig
ii from the Council of Europe's Co
lon of Tortufe (CPT) in September 19
JPT submitted its subsequent rep
Theiconvention under which the go
nation state concerned power

, the solicitor
adaway de-
‘damni ctment of modem

[Process.for investigating police
151 no more lanexercise in mitigation, designed
ly to clear their names.

I POLICE COMPLAINTS AUTHORITY (PCA), IS
SCRIBED AS ILL EQUIPPED TO CARRY OUT THE
AICHDOG ROLE IN WHICH ITHAS BEEN CAST.

The report (even minus the deleted memos sent by
Matropolitan Police lawyers to high-ranking officers) is bru-
Wlly critical, raising serious questions about the independ-
Moo and impartiality of the procedures presently used to
ru:oss complaints about police misconduct. Out of the

0,043 complaints lodged against the police in England
gld Wales during 1996/97 only 141 (0.4 per cent) resulted
Gniminal and/or disciplinary proceedings. In the same
tod only a single Metropolitan police officer was con-
of an offence against a yearly background of around
{housand complaints. The Police Complaints Authority
A), is described as ill-equipped to carry out the watch-
role in which it has been cast. The PCA disputes these
les, saying over half of the complaints are granted ‘dis-
nation', or withdrawn by the complainant. This happens
i complaint is considered repetitious, malicious, is filed
ot than twelve months after the incident, or if it is not
~ ‘anonably practical to carry out an investigation. We nei-
1ha1 see or want to see the majority of complaints, said an
ilated Authority spokesman who disputed the CPT's
e that there is little public confidence in the PCA's
itlepondence. He said the cgmmittee had failed to under-

WHO'S POLICING |-
--Q LILEY e

3en censored by a nation un-
i Mitchell reviews the im-
ment of police malpractice
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stand the British crimi-
nal justice system. The
CPT's visiting team comprised two UK lawyers and a Brit-
ish trained High Court judge. On January 13, the outgoing
Met Commissioner, Sir Paul Condon, called for a truly inde-
pendent complaints authority. The CPT criticises the sub-
stantial degree of influence the police retain over the entire
complaints process. Both the PCA and the Crown Prosecu-
tion Service (CPS) are entirely reliant on evidence gathered
by the police, in most cases by officers employed by the
same force as that under investigation. As the report says:
In the vast majority of cases the investigating officer will be
a police officer from the force about which the complaint is
being made, although the chief officer may exceptionally
decide to appoint a police officer from another force..The
majority of cases are unsupervised by the PCA. The role of
‘chief officers’, it says, needs to be reviewed. At present they
are expected to oversee the disciplinary process from begin-
ning to end, including appointing an investigating officer and
determining what disciplinary action, if any, to take. It is doubt-
ful whether any single officer is able to perform all of these
functions in an entirely independent way, says the report.

I"'VE ASKED MY SOLICITOR TO SUE SOUTH WALES
POLICE, O'BRIEN TOLD SQUALL. BUT | DON'T
THINK ANY ACTION WILL BE TAKEN. I"'VE NEVER
SEEN A POLICE OFFICER DONE YET FOLLOW-
ING A MISCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE CASE.

A staunchly left New Labour Party ... but yet

an amicably right wing New Labour Party..,




Despite being bound by the Crown Prosecutors Code, which
states a charge must be brought whenever there is a realis-
tic prospect of conviction or it serves the public interest,
the CPT found that the unwillingness of the courts to con-
vict police officers has created a reluctance [within] the CPS
to bring charges against them. This in turn has led to a
higher standard of proof being required to charge police men
and women, than is required for the rest of the population.
The CPS said that the Glidewell. Macpherson and Butler
inquires (all published since 1997) have covered much of
this ground. Judge Gerald Butler QC described the system
used by the CPS for selecting who to prosecute as con-
fused, inefficient and fundamentally unsound. Despite nu-
merous recommendations, Raju Bhatt points out: We are
yet to see much action from Jack Straw's action plan.
Michael O'Brien of the Cardiff Newsagent Three, had his
conviction for murder quashed in December 1999. He spent
11 years in prison during which time his daughter and father
died. I've asked my solicitor to sue South Wales police,
O'Brien told SQUALL. But | don't think any action will be
taken. I've never seen a police officer done yet following a
miscarriage of justice case. Paddy Hill, who spent 18 years
for the 1975 Birmingham pub bombings in jail before his
conviction was overturned, points out that there have been
over 300 exposed miscarriages of justice since the Guild-
ford Four were released in 1985, yet the system has not
been improved. They're just getting better at covering their
tracks, says Hill.

THERE'S NO STA
BUT IF ANY CHA
POLICE OFFICER
THEY RETIRE. TH

THEIR WAGE, AN
PADDY HILL ‘
- One of the Birmir

Hill and O'Brie|
riage of Justi
forensic and
plan to laun

inquiry i
into lin

f |ust|f|e{! dissatisfaction with
ary and complaints system. Oth
t Committee, endorsed by the
- mdependenca in police adj

The Police Fe
law. But as Jimmy

action against the eleven officers in my case, despite Ap-

: only to die within a month of the hearing. The police havn

peal Court judges urging them to do so. Unable to gain sat-
isfaction in the criminal justice system many have chosen
to pursue their grievances through the civil courts. In 1996/
97 the Met paid £2,658,000 in damages (either awarded by,
or settled out-of, court), in over 1,100 civil actions. The PCA's
spokesman pointed out that the standard of proof is lower
in a civil court, with the decision reached on the balance of
probabilities compared to the stricter criminal standard of
beyond reasonable doubt. However the CPT maintain that
the gravity of these cases make the courts seek a very
high degree of probability and distinguishing between the
two standards, does not explain the failure to bring charges
against officers whose conduct has been called into ques-
tion in civil proceedings. The CPT studied four cases in
detail where substantial payouts had been made following
allegations of assault by officers. The one consistent thread
was that no action was subsequently taken against any of
the officers concerned. Despite the police being under legal
obligation to initiate an investigation and send the results to
the CPS, no senior Complaints Investigation Branch (CIB)
officer questioned could recall this ever happening. In one
example, the civil court even tumed up eyewitness evidence
- of a man being mauled by a police dog while handcuffed -
that the CPS had overlooked

THE POLICE COMPLAINTS AUTHORITY IS DIS-
CREDITED AND IS A DISCREDIT. RAJU BHATT ,
- defence barrister

In conclusion the CPT recommended a review of all cases
in the last two years that resulted in a payout in excess of
£10,000. In each case, it says, the decision not to bring
. disciplinary/criminal charges should be reconsidered. The

. committee also called for the CPS to be required to give

g.}:%g@talled reasons when it decides not to prosecute officers.
.u.l-

d the PCA should be replaced by a fully-fledged inde-
ndent agency. The PCA is discredited and is a discredit,
Bhatt, adding that it is widely accepted the au-
I'be replaced. However it is less a question of who
the police, but how they will be policed and how
iseen to be policed. Bhatt says he understands
ave a difficult job to do. But to do it they need
nfidence. To get that they must be seen to be
ble to the rule of law and subject to fair and impar-
ligations. Transparency is the key. That's what we
believies the situation is not helped by the Gov-
dragging its feet on implementing promised
or by the continued resistance towards prosecut-
who even Sir Paul Condon has described as bad
ACPO says it has introduced measures to signifi-
educe pensions for officers discharged for miscon-
However, ACPO'’s Paul Barrat was unable to give an
ple of this actually happening. A Judicial Review last
ar compelled the CPS to explain their decisions not to
ecute in the Lapite, O'Brien and Treadaway cases. How-
er legal manoeuvering and the passage of time scuppered
y potential convictions. Treadaway's was granted £50,000,

issued guidelines discouraging the type of neck hold which
killed Lapite, though they stress it is not unlawful. As with
any use of force, the question to be considered is: ‘Was it
reasonable in the circumstances?’ Lapite’s widow, ground
down by years of fighting, has chosen not to fight on, butto
try and rebuild a life for herself and her children. Justice?
asks Paddy Hill. They haven't got the integrity or intelli-
gence to spell it let alone dispense it. The Home Office say
they will respond to the CPT's report in February.

To view the entire, though censored, CPT report check:
http://www.cpt.coe.fr/en/press/200001 13en.htm For more
background information on miscarriages of justice check
Getting away with it in the SQUALL features section.
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Mewn a much bigger international coali-
il tn be formed ... to save health free-
~we will see it stripped from us as the
tompanies play a game called ‘boil-
ihe frog slowly™- John Hammell (The
lixtension Foundation).

ine walking into your local health food
10 get some herbal remedies or vitamin
ments, Well, if certain people get their
Wi won't be able to.

Ciovernment has been secretly working
Joposal that would give the Medicines
ol Agency (MCA) sweeping new pdiv-
) tlassify health products as medicines.

be surprised if you don’t know any-
whout this, The government’s consulta-

o wasn't exactly extensive with only
Weeks for objectors to put their side.
il SchNEWS decided to have a ring
il to find outwhat people involved with
i medicine reckoned to the proposal,
i’ know whart the hell we were talk-
t (nothing new there then).

Wiks o Britain’s membership of the
gun Union (EU), the only criteria the

Heeds to apply are:

i the product alter physiological fanction?

bieing used for medicinal purposes?

ax anything you eat or drink has an

your body, this covers everything,

Mibnisly a product had to be either unsafe
Wi consumption, or else its manufac-
10 make talse medicinal claims be-
Lol be banned. In theory, under the
L regulations, even glucose, coffee and
I il be classified as medicinal. This
st plan will mean that if small busi-
BNt to license a product they will have
(R Lt berween £80 000, for a single-in-
M product, and £2 million, for a muld-
et |1rr:duct in order for them to go
I lesting procedures, Everything from
{ hcnmrher:lpy drugs to simple vitamin
Milns would be treated the same.
Wy this is but yet the latest stage of a con-
by the powerful pharmacentical indus-
EISH e proning interest in ‘alternative’ medi-
(British Anti-Vivisection Association)
Jealticting what nutritional supplements
i take, the government is telling us
o't know our own bodies and aren’t
M Enough o make decisions about our
isalih. As Penny Viner of the Health
I Minufcturers Association points out

“This proposal will achieve the sitwation wherehy
the MCA uill be acting as policeman; judge and

Juery withost any checks and balanees”

So who the hell are the MCA? They are a
QUANGO, funded by taxpayers and run by
people appointed by ministers. By 1996 a
third of public expenditure (£50billion) and
three quarters of civil servants had been
quangoed. It’s hard to find the status of quan-
gos: they can be Non-Departmental Public
Bodies, Next Steps Executive Agencies, pri-
vate companies, government departments,
trusts, public companies, or a mixture of any
ofthésé™Phrey can refuse to answer any ques-
tions over the phone by hiding behind their
protected status and are only in the phone
book under their supervising department’s
name. So here you are: the MCA’s phone
number is 0171 273 0392.
eeec000000000000sRec e
® Intemationally, the drug companies are
o (ryingtostitch us all up by saying a level
o« Playing field is needed for global com-
o merce, To achieve this, countries must
e agree on common rules. A German pro-
* posal calls for (1) no dietary st:gplemenm
® 1o be sold for preventive or therapeutic
5 use, (2) dosage limits set by the commis-
o Sion.and (3) preventing nations from set-
o ting their own standards. This proposal
e is being pushed by three German com-
 panies - Hoechst, Bayer, and BASF - who
® were formed when IG Farben was dis-
¢ banded after the Nuremberg War Trials
: due to their role in manufacturing the
 Poison gas used in the Nazi concentra-
o tion camps.
N R R N NN

So is SchNEWS getting its herbal knickers
in a twist? To see what will soon happen here
we only have to look across the pond
Canada and America where supplements have
been withdrawn following similar pressures
from the multnational drug companies.

According to Christopher Whitehouse of
Consumers for Health Choice “The implica-
#ons are mich more serigss... [t is not the law that
has changed, but that the MCA i saying that it is
going to be the most ruthless regudator in Ewrope”

Oh dear - someone pass us a cup of Camo-
mile tea.
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Society for Promotion of Nutritional
Therapy, BO.Box 47, Heathfield, Fast Sussex
TN21 8ZX Web: hup:/ /visirweb.com/spnt

Consumers for Health Choice, 9 Old
Queen St, London SW1H 9JA

What Doctors Don’t Tell You, 4 Wallace
Rd, London N1 2ZBR Web: wwwwddty.co.uk

HERBAL HIGHS

Revolting Students

Three Colleges and Universities in London
have been occupied over the past couple
of weeks, as students grew militant in the
face of chronic underfunding . Funnily
enough Tony Blair's promise to make edu-
cation a top priority hasn’t materialised for
students. Not content with continuing
phasing out grants, New Labour introduced
tuition fees. However, when students
started getting expelled for not doling out
over £1000 a year in fees, they reacted. At
Goldsmith’s College in South London, 8 were
expelled for non-payment, so they staged a
week long occupation, ending only when the
College gave in and re-instated the students
from Easter.

At University College London (UCL),
things were a bit more full on. Over 300
students occupied buildings in protest at
the planned expulsion of non-payers. The
occupation started at | pm on Thursday,
UCL issued a Court summons by 9pm and
the case was in Court the next morning. By
6pm that evening the bailiffs (who were
paid triple time) turned up with sledge ham-
mers. This eviction may be related to the
fact that Mikhail Gorbachev was due to
speak in one of the buildings occupied!

The students” union at UCL covered the
college with posters disowning the occu-
pation and wanted to liaise with the man-
agement. A student from UCL said * the
Union’s procedures are official, but not
democratic. What have they done to secure
the future of those who cannot pay?” The
student welfare officer at UCL was even
seen having a pint in the bar while students
were being dragged out!

Meanwhile, over 100 students at
Camberwell School of Art have been in oc-
cupation for over a week to protest against
the lack of resources and increasing risk to
students” welfare from dodgy Health and
Safety practices. Management are refusing
to reply to their demands until they concede.
They are due in Court at 10am , Friday,.

Contact the occupation: 07930 662416.

* Campaign for Free Education, PO Box
22615, London N4 1WT. Tel: 0958 556 756

http://members.xoom.com/nus_cfe/

STOP-PRESS

As SchNEWS went to press, students at
UCL had sacked their executive officers
after a vote of no confidence.

CANTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION



THE EXXON FILES SchNEWS in brief

It was just past midnight on March 24th,
1989, when the oil tanker Exxon Valde:
ran aground on Bligh Reef in the icy wa-
ters of Prince William Sound. Nearly 11
million gallons of crude leaked into the
water, blackening 1,500 miles of the ma;
nificent Gulf of Alaska coastline. 250,
seabirds, 2,800 sea otters, 300 harbour
seals, 250 bald eagles and as many as 22
killer whales were killed.

Ten years on from the most damaging oil
spill in history, and the effects of the Valdez
continue. According to a recent report b
the state-run Qil Spill Trustee Council, whicl
monitors the effects of the tanker accident,
of the 28 species listed in the report, only
two - the bald eagle and the river otter -are
considered “fully recovered” a decade later.

However, another disaster soon followed
that had nothing to do with the choking black
mass that coated the pristine arctic wilder-
ness. The Valdez disaster has become in the
text-books of the public relations companies,
a prime example of how not 1o handle the
Eress and public. Forget the oil-spill, what

xxon needed was snme'gteemwash.

“It is easier and less costly to change
the way peaple think about reality than it
is to change reality”

Morris Wolfe , PR consultant

Green-wash is the term used for corpo-
rations who make a big song and dance
about chatting to mainsiream environmen-
tal groups, spend millions on adverts tell-
ing the world how green they are, while
behind the scenes doing everything they
can 1o oppose any laws which might harm
their profits. This is commonly known as
having your cake and eating it, or what John
Stauber, of PR Watch magazine calls the
“good cop/bad cop” approach.

The father of greenwash, E. Bruce
Harrison, is a strong advocate for corpo-
rate-environmental “partnerships’. “ft§
smart on two levels: it avoids legal prob-
lems, and it widens your options,” he wrote
in the 1993 book "Going Green: How to
Communicate Your Company’s Environ-
mental Commitment.” In chapters with ti-
tles like “Mental Greening: The Habit of
Thinking Like a Good Guy’ and *What to
Do When You're Attacked by an Activist
Group.” he suggests that companies meet
with citizens who criticise them, listen but
reyeal little information, and research their
opponents, even if it means hiring private
detectives to spy on them.

So while the Valdez oil spill continues to
pollute the gulf of Alaska, Exxon continue
to drag their feet in paying $5 billion dam-
ages to the 30,000 Afaskans affected by
their recklessness. Meanwhile, the compa-
ny’s viee president for environment and
safety reckons that while the oil spill was
unfortunate, exhaustive studies by the com-

any and so-called independent scientists
ﬁad found no Iong[:lerm harm. Strange then
that the Oil Spill Trustee Council have dis-
covered that oil spills cause a hundred times
more damage than previously thought and
oil pollution of less than one ;11311 r bil-
lion is sufficient to kill marine life. Salmon
and herring with half-formed tails, twisted
spines and grossly distended stomachs are
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still being caught in Alaska's Prince William
Sound.ulq'hew are still patches of heavy oil
pollution out there, and traces of these are
still killing fish,” said Dr Bruce Wright of the
US National Maritime Fisheries Service in
Alaska. ‘It is not the local i t that is the
real problem,” says Wright, “Our work indi-
cates that even microscopic amounts of oil
that get into any stream or bay are going to
kill fish. This is a problem for the whole world.’
Swilling out a tank of diesel fuel or an out-
board engine will have deadly conse-
quences, he added. ‘Even rain Ilin§ on
car parks will flush oil that has leaked from
engimes and carry it into drains and then
into streams ang)l;a s. Marine life will be
killed off even if only tiny traces of oil are
resent.’

The Valdez disaster provided us with a per-
fect laboratory, We are able to compare fish
that were born in polluted parts of the
Sound with those born in areas unaffected
by oil," said Wright.

Tyhc scigntists” study suggests that no
coastal region can ever be protected from
oil pollution. In plain English this means
that ‘green’ and ‘oil company’ are two
words that can never be compatible.

Companies like Exxon (called Esso in Eo-
rope) now pay public relation firm front groups
nicknamed ‘Astroturf * groups) that support
their interests. Astroturf groups often hide
kheir real agendas behind warm and fuzzy
hames to try to, as one PR man admitted in a
MNew York Times interview, come over all
‘good-guyness.”

One of Exxon’s favourites is the Global
Climate Coalition, who lobby governments
pppose any international climate change trea-
ites, that could wreck ol companies profits. A
couple of years back the Exxon chairman
pddressed a large international gathering in
China and urged developing countries t sort |
put theit environmental problems by
‘increasing... the use of fossil fuels”. The logic
being that economic growth will pay for the
mess caused by...economic growth,

st free to all prisoners.

Joseph J, Hazelwood, skiﬁs er of the
Valdez when it crashed is finally returning
to Alaska to begin a community setvice
program, picking up litter on the streets of
Anchorage.
*International Day of Action against
Exxon-Mobil Wednesday 24th March.
Contact Friends of the Earth 0171 490 1555
*Read ‘Global Spin® - the corporate assualt
on environmentalism by Sharon Beder
Green Books) s
Corporate Watch [ssue 8 out now, dig-
ging the dirt on your favourite multination-
als. Essential. £3 + 50p+
PO Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., OX4 FR(S

www.uneworld.(irg!cw T
Court in a maize

The two women charged with ‘conspiracy
to cause criminal damage'are appearing in
Plymouth Crown Court on 29th March
9.30am. They are defending themselves
over the trashing of a genetically modified
site which they admit to, but say it was in
the public interest. The mutant maize was
growing next to an organic farm and near
bee hives so cross-pollination could eas-
ily oceur. A large demo is expected. Get
down there! Contact 07970 873643

Ig;g:t Send 15t C1ass stamps (e.g 20 [or Next 20 1SSUes) of qonations
éJch WS, ¢/o on-the-fiddle, P.O. Box 26
(0}1273 685913 GET IT EVERY WEEK BY E-MAIL: schnews@brighton.co.uk

The Crossroads Women's Centre, are hosting
Sans -Papiers, immigrants without papers third
anniversary celebration, on Friday 26 March at
7pm, with big screen footage of recent protests
around Europe. The centre is at 230a Kentish
Town Road NWS5 Tel: 0171 482 2496 ** Get on
down to the Guilford Technival on 4th April at
Maltings Bridge Sq Farnham. Six room festival
featuring acts from Megadog and Pendragon.
Tickets £6.80 adv. Box office 01252 726234,
**If you're interested in per lture design
then get in touch with Naturewise who do
working weekend courses.Call 0171-281 3765
***Frec permaculture courses if you're on
benefits in mid Wales, Contact 01970 832044
** Brighton and Hove Wood Recycling Project
is open at Regent Street, Brighton, selling tim-
ber saved from landfill - 01273 570500 **Cul-
ture Vulture is a wicked little ‘zine that rips
out the still beating heart of consumerism and
feeds it to the dogs. Get it from CattleProd, Box
39, 82 Colston 5t BS1 5SBB or www.gn.apc.org/
cattleprod ** Last week the Wild Greens, the
direct action youth wing of the Green Party
jumped the fence at the Crop and Food Research
Centre near Christchurch, New Zealand destroy-
ing an experimental G.M.potato crop & ruining
the $200,000 research project. The experiment
involved mixing the genes of potatoes with ge-
netic material from toads and silkworms to make
the potatoes rot resistant.
www.econation.org.nz/ ** Protest at a genetic
crop site near Edinburgh on Sunday 28th March
Contact Fife Earth First! 01334 477411 **
Next meeting of the Inter-Continental Cara-
van is on 24th March at Strike, Top floor, 11-29
Fashion 51, London E3 at 7 pm **

Ever wished you could get SchANEWS off
the web and print it out so it looks like the
real thing? Well now you can. All you need
is an internet connection, Web browser, the
Acrobat Reader and any old printer. See our
web-site for more info.

-..and finally.

is mentally ill” and forcing people to hide
body’s isn't helping.

“It is a fact that humans have genitals " (can’l
argue with that one)

“Would you like to live in a healthy world, @
healthy environment, among healthy happy hu
man beings? " (well, yeah that sounds good)

“Theoretical humanism is a misnomer, |
retical humanitarianism is a paradox, theoré,
cal love is utterly prepostrous. " (eh, you've lost
us)

Now SchNEWS isn't against people getti
their kit off if they want, but maybe well sti
with the beach. Still if you want to *protest n
for the right to be naked in public’on June 8
contact 208 Foleshill Rd., Coventry, CV1 4J

disclaimer
SchNEWS warns all readers to remember 10 keep on soals
lowing the corporate truth pills while chanting “profits are
profits are god”, then you will feel content. Honesr
eg-a'bT; 10 Justicer) Ask for TOnginals”
0, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2DX.
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- "Phe agreement reflects an economic
Weiila which prioritises unsustainable
Jrate profit-making over the mainte-
Wiee of healthy ecosystems.”

nds Of The Earth

What would your solution be if
INEWS told you that an area larger
)l Mexico had been deforested between
W and 19957 More forest protection?
be daft. Last week negotiations took
In Geneva at the World Trade Or-
tion (WTO) to kick off a wood trade
ir-all which would effectively trash
4's left of the world’s forests.
who 15 behind all this? Surprise, sur-
LI the good ‘ole apple pie United States,
ily supported by their paper and wood
it Industries! They’re pushing for a
) ugreement, which could strip the
N reniaining narural forests of any ex-
| proteetion, while boosting consump-
Wl {orest products and increasing log-
BehNEWS wasn’t surprised to hear the
ile Representative at the W.T.O talks in
W, Charlene Barshefsky, used to be a
M for the Canadian Timber Industry.
little story (and SchNEWs readers
be going all deja vu about these trade
nty) started in 1995 when negotia-
! ( ween GATT (General Agreement on
| I und Trade) and APEC (Asian Pacific
Biie Co-operation Forum) failed, and
) was asked to join a forest products
MBle agreement. A quick look at defor-
i rates in APEC countries is enough
8 i [ew concerned evebrows. .. berween
1 1995 the annual deforestation rate
L countries was more than twice the
M Wvernge. Doesn’t really inspire confi-
whi
M, Mussia and Vietnam joined APEC in
b Worrying as Russia has the most re-
i frontier forests of all the world’s
= > .
s, Peru the fourth most; meanwhile,
i frontier forests are the third most
el in the world.

urest Industry reckons that protec-
i reduce their profits, this is reason
for them to push the WTO to pass
B romoving such petty obstacles to
Bogress, WT'O have been described as
i uniguely powerful tools® and are ob-
¥ ot afraid to use them! The Director
il sl “We are wntmg the constitution
le global economy™.
Wil inconveniences that may arise from
Aliude include the probable imporea-

tion of destructive pests on wood products.

One such pest is the Asia long-horned bee-
tle which has killed thousands of trees across
the United States since it was imported on
untreated logs and packaging material.

Another probable bummer is that the re-
moval of rariffs will mean no distinction be-
tween wood products that are harvested by
sustainable methods and the logging of old-
growth and endangered trees. Basically, Joe
public will have no way of knowing whether
they are buying the last remaining rainforest
orgot,

- r’\\'ﬁﬂ' usual the worlds press are falling
over themselves to tell us about this charm-
ing little agreement- and it could be law by
November when the WTO meet in Seattle.
So what can we do about it?As the WTO
obviously consider our world’s forests a re-
source to be plundered, we can only suggest
a spot of direct action-go and plant some
trees!

* Trees For Life, The Park, Findhorn Bay,
Forres IV36 OTZ, Scotland. Tel:01309
691292

* For info. on sustainable living, contact
the Permaculture Assoc. BCM Permaculture
Associaton, London, WCIN 3XX. Tel: 01654
712188 Web hrep:/ /www.btinternet.com/
~permaculture.uk

Ifyouare interested in fighting against the WTO
agreement, contact karen(@aseed.antenna.nl,
This woman has all the information ammuni-
ton you will need!

Recommended reading: “Profit Over Peo-
ple” by Noam Chomsky.

SCARY STATISTICS

* Every hour, at least 4,500 acres of tropi-
cal forests fall to chain saws, machetes, flames
or bulldozers, and another four plant or ani-
mal species become extinet.

* Half the world’s original forest is gone.

*Only 22% remains as undisturbed ‘primary’
forest.

* Less than 10% of temperate forests remain.
* Half the world's tropical forests have been
cleared.

* Chile’s native forests-one third of the
world's remaining temperate rain forests-will
be completely deforested in just 20 years if
current practices continue.

* At least 200 million hectares of forest
were lost between 1980 and 1995 - an area
larger than Mexico says the 1997 United Na-
tions Food and Agriculture’s State of the
World’s Forests report.

GANTICOPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION - PHOTOCOPY AND DISTRIBUTE

ORESTS FOR THE CHOP

CRAPARRESTS OF THE WEEK

For walking around with your hands
in your pockets. Conrad Samuels was
walking along a street in East London
when he was told by a police officer to
take his hands out his pockets. He re-
fused. On being asked where he was
going, he replied * This is a free coun-
try and [ can walk where I like.” Oh no
you can'’t - your nicked.

For walking on a flower bed! A sup-
porter of the Movement Against the Mon-

hy (MA'M) was in Basildon, Essex try-
ing to disrupt a visit by the Queen, when
they were nicked. However, after the cops
icouldn’t match the footprint, they were
later released without charge.

MA'™, PO Box 14672, London E9
SUQ ww.geocities.com/CapitolHill/
Lobby/1793/Index.

Why do we need forests?
* To prevent global warming

* To stabilise climate change

* To ensure a steady source of clean water
*To prevent floods and serve as wind-
breaks (stops soil erosion and
desertification)

* As a source of fuel, food, medicine,
beauty and recreation

MR. LIBERAL JOINS
THE BANKERS

“The feminist agenda is not about equal
rights forwomen. It is about a socialist, anti-
family political movement that encourages
women to leave their husbands, kill their chil-
dren, practice witchcraft, destroy capitalism and
become lesbians.” . . . according ro the world
view of Dr Pat Robinson, a right wing ex-
tremist with whom the Royal Bank of Scot-
land has justannounced a business link. Over
100 people recently demonstrated outside the
Edinburgh branch, You can tell them what
you think about Mr.Reasonable by ringing
01314427777,




ERT GO HOME

Ever heard of the the European Round Table
of Tndustrialists(ERT)? Thought not. Well, these
are the people (made up of various multina-
tional bosses) that pushed the European Com-
mission to adopt the Trans European
Nerworks(TENs) project.

The aim of TENs is to expand and build new
roads, high-speed railroads and airports. As you
would suspect TENs gets the thumbs up from
the road and industry lobby, but has been de-
sctibed by others interested in a rather more sus-
tainable future, as an ‘environmental nightmare’.

A SEED Europe have organised a Transport
Action Day on the 27th March. This will co-
incide with the offical medng of EU Transport
Minsisters. Actions are promised all over Europe,
For a Transport action pack contact Frank van
Schaik, c/o A SEED Europe, Postbus 92066,
1090 AB Amstetdam, Netherlands, Tel + 31-
20-668-2236. email; frank@aseed.antenna.nl

BUNKERMENTALITY

The eviction of the protest camp at Crystal
Palace (see SchNEWS 203) ended on Monday,
with two people Animal and Ken, spending 19
days in an underground bunker! The Grade 11
listed park could soon be hpme to a £56 million,
20 screen multiplex cinema with nine bars/res-
taurants, various retail outlets with concrete
ramps leading cars up to the largest roof-top
carpark in Brirain. According to local papers, an
extra million pounds has been spent by Bromley
Council on the eviction.

One of the bunker residents, Animal, is cur-
rently in remand awaiting sentencing relating to
the Manchester 2nd runway campaign. Send love
letters, magazines, cards etc. to Eleanor Hutson,
SX2145, HMP Newhall, Dialwood, Flockton,
Wakefield, WF4 4AX

Crystal Palace campaign 0181 693 8200

ON THE BUSES

Britain's first toll motorway came another step
nearer completion this week, when the High
Court refused to allow the protestors legal chal-
lenge to go ahead. The Birmingham Northern
Relief Road would be a 27 mile, 3 lane motor-
way bypassing Birmingham to the North, would
devastate local wildlife and communities, and
would do little to reduce congestion, This is all
bit ironic, considering it happened around the
same time that Prescott announced more incen-
tives to increase bus use, and boasted thar 15%
of his weekly journeys were by bus. Well done
John , you must be really roughing it, only using
your chauffeur driven cars 85% of the time!

Benefit Night

A “® ”
G;L %G For “June 18th

films from
RECLAIM THE STREETS
UNDERCURRENTS
|| BANGIN’ TECHNO AND JUNGLE
@ Cuba Club, Brighton
Tues 6th April from Tpm-2am.
What's June 18th 19997 An Interna-
tional ‘day of direct action aimed at the
heart of theglobal economy - the finan-
cial and banking centres acrass the globe

Info @ 0171 281 4621 - rts@en.apc.org
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_SchNEWS in brief

Guess wot? The Nadonal Year of Reading is
patt-sponsored by The Sun newspaper ** Dem-
onstrate against Hillgrove Farm's continued
breeding of cats for vivisection an Saturday April
17th from 12 noon. Transport is available from
all over the UK — for details 2all 0121 632 6460
=+ EuroDusnie, Lieden, The Netherlands .
What started off as a three day counter-EU sum-
mit in April 97 has grown into an anarchist col-
lective wath four buildings squatted around the
town. On the week of 27th March — 4th April a
celebration of the two years is planned. For more
info call 00 31 ()71 5173019 or www.dsl.nl/
eurodusnie ** Med TV the only independent
Kurdish Channel in the world, has had ic’s li-
cence revoked by the Independent TV Commis-
sion. Complain to the commision by ringing 0171
255 3000 or faxing 0171 306 7800 ** Stop the
Asylum Bill public meenung 16th April 7.30
pm Friends Centre, Ship St., Brighton ** Will
alternative economic institutions ever chal-
lenge capitalism, or ate they only useful in cov-
ering up its failures? The answer to this question
and more at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate,
Leicester on April 24th . More details from
T.Hooley, English dept., Univ.of Leicester, LE1
TRH email cawd@le.ac.uk **

Red South West is a decent mag covering
lots of left-wing subjects an interesting way!
Wow, Send a quid + SAE o Exeter Left group
¢/o The Flying Post, PO Box 185, Exeter, EX4
4 EW ** Transport is going from Brighton to the
opening of the trial of the Totness Two,
charged with trashing a genetically modified crop
site. Page 0336 760424 if you want a lift **

Don't forger the Global Days of Action against
Monsanto and genetically modified foods on
April 15-30.1nfo- www.jps.net/dcasner Tel
0181-374-9516, Genetix ﬁdate, ¢/o PO Box
9659, London, N4 4]Y ** McBurger Off! Ann
McDonalds benefit gig featuring special guests
Chanter (Folk-Rockjat the Royal Standard Mu-
sic Venue, Blackhorse Lane - directly opposite
Blackhorse Lane (Victorla Line) ube station -
Walthamstow E.17. 29th April 8pm ** Shout
out for mc:rrcpcuple to get down to the the
squatted 121 Centre in Brxton which has now
been in occupation, behind barricades, for eight
weeks. They are expecting eviction any time soon,
s0 why not pledge a three hour shift? Events are
still happening daily. 121 Railton Road, Brixton,
London SE24 Tel 0171-274-6655 ** Lastpweek
more than a milion people demonstratgd in
Mexico City including electricity workers fight-
ing privitisation and students protesting against
the introduction of fees ** Last week one of
the Southdowns Hunt Sabs received a broken
arm in five places at the very last meet of the
West Kent Fox Hunt (they are folding and will
now be taken over the Old Surrey and Burstow
hunt). Sabs arrived to find the place swarming
with red coats and abour 150 aders - some of
whom decided to ride at subs and broke a wom-
an’s arm. Despite a four wheel drive full of cops
less than 10 yards away they saw nothing, As for
the press always portraying hunt sabs as violent,
in the last season about 15 hunt supporters were
found guilty and convicted in the courts - only
one hunt sab. Contact Hunt Sab Association
01273 622827 ** On the 27Tth March the
Tameside care-workers will have been out on
strike for a year. 250 of them were sacked by a
Labour Council after they refused to accept
warsening pay and conditions. There will be a
demo and rally from Astley Rd., Stalybridge.
Conmct 0161- 308-2452

**Looking ahead to June 18th an interner
broadcast is being set to coincide with the Glo-
bal day of action. Contributions are needed Tel:
07788-491899/¢-mail,Capitalism
sux{@hotmail.com. or write to Box 6, Greenleaf
Bookshop, 82 Colston St, Bristol, B51 5BB.

Inside SChNEWS
“What I realised after the end of this case is
that 1 never, ot almost never, have been involved
in a trial which has ended in a conviction where [
am certain, o almost certain, that the defendents
are wholly innocent, and are wholly wrongly con-

victed.” — defence solicitor Gareth Peirce.

Samar Ali and Jawad Botmeh, two Palestinians
accused of bombing the Ismeli Embassy and Balfour
House in London in 1994, are sull protesting their
innocence. Both are being held as Class A (highest
SECUrity) prisoners on fwenty year sentences, aftes
which they will fice deportanon.

The two were convicted in 1996 on circum-
stantial evidence only. Since their conviction, more
evidence showing the unfaimess of the trial has
come ta light. In Novernber 1997 it was revealed
in the Mail on Sunday that MI5 had received a
warning prior to the bombing which was ignored.
The source of the warning painted in a different
direction to Samar and Jawad but this evidence has
never been made public. In 1998 Paul Foor re-
vealed in Private Eye thar another MI3 official had
cast more doubt on their convictions, There is also
evidence that the jury were exposed to biased jour-
nalism and TV documentaries. ]

An appeal date has now been set but the de-
fenice is being refused access to even more impoe-
tant evidence which could be important ro the
outcome of the case. A campaign for justice for
the two was launched in 1997 and are calling pea-
ple to picket the appeal on 2%th March at the Royal
Court of Justice, Strand, London WC2 . ]

Contact BM FOSA, London WCIN 3XX or
www.freesaj.orguk

SQUATS GOING ON

Hackney Squat Evictions arc continuing with-
out court orders, Using the elctricty board and th
police, the council has been evicting people on
cion of having illegally supplied electricity and s
ing meters and toilets o make buildings uninha
able. Protesters who occupied the Estates Ma
ment offices last Friday were told they couldn’
o the man res for the evictions, as n
knew which of his TWO houses he was at! Wi
they did get to speak to someone they were told
the council would do ‘everything legal” to keep
ters out of Hackney’s of empty prop
as part of their “zero tolenince” policy. No-one co
tell the protesters whether the also had a
tolemnce’ policy on homelessness.

and felt

Thanks to increasing work hors and
hour society Britain is becoming a nation of °h
der line retards’ - according ro the British Sk
Foundation,

So SchNEWS reckons this is as good a
any, for people to get involved in the Worl
Phone in Sick Day on April 6th. For this action
all you have to do is ger on the blower,
some excuse for not uening up for work,

The brains behind the day, Decadent
the consumer terrorist organisation - are out
bring down capitalism by feeding it until it by
This involves 4 campaign of luxury living
by shoplifting, credit and the DSS, all int
to push the country into hyper-inflation.
cording to the Decadent ones, phoning in sicl
fast becoming “a genuine alternative to the
ganised strike.”

Check ‘em out at BM Decadence, Londo
WCIN 3XX. England. -

www.underbelly.demon.co.uk/decadent/

disclaimer
SchNEWS apolgiscs to all our readers for going on
thise nisty people at World Trade Organisation and theiz
Tintle free trade apreements. Hey, we know sarcasm is mo
aryle. We won't let it happen again. Fonest



Land Is Ours commemorate 350 years since
Diggers originally occupied St. George's Hill by
r a stone at the same site (SChNEWS 207)
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sitting around in an armchair!” Stopping the Avon Ring
il - Bristol's answartgt.hems

SQUOTES

“That which encourages us
to go on in our work, is this;
we find the streaming out of
Love in our hearts towards
all: to enemies as well as
friends; we would have
none live in Beggary,
Poverty or Sorrow, but that
everyone might enjoy the
benefit of his creation; we
have peace in our hearts,
and quiet rejoicing in our
work, and filled with sweet
content, though we have but
a dish of roots and bread for
our food.”

Gerrard Winstanley,
1649
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are taking this action for one simple
I (0 damage Serbian forces sufficiently
IV et Milosevic from continuing to per-
his vile oppression against innocent
il civilians™
Tony Blair
fiest casualty of war is always the truth”
tonal

M 2ith March, two weeks after Po-
, Hungary and the Czech Republic
NATO, NATO launched massive
Hlkes against Serbia. As ever, su-
of aggression was dressed up as
Ianitarian exercise, this time to
il Kosovan Albanians from Serb
i As ever, this was a lie. Since 1992
Ite of Germany, Britain and the
Stutes to expand their influence
[ #untern Europe at the expense of
leebled Russia has brought war,
dile and 100,000 dead to the peo-
‘il the former Yugoslavia. Those
huw in Kosovo and Serbia are the
Vlotims of these western powers’
vontrol of the region.
i s o doubt that Milosevice is engaged
b nurder of the majority ethnic Alba-
ipulation in Kosovo. Ethnic Albani-
unt for over 80% of Kosovo's two
Population - well over one million
0 Albuinian Kosovans are now refu-
t Inside Kosovo or in neighbour-
iles. [t is still unclear how many have
bllil by the Serbian army, police and
Minilitaries,
il 1989 Kosovo had been an autono-
Pivince within Yugoslavia, but with
ol nutonalist hatred fuelled by the
Powets, Milosevic was able to use his
§ 0l Serbian nationalism in Kosovo
power for himself in Serbia - and lay
% Ik wair, ethnic cleansing and geno-
nia and, now, Kosovo. There is
Wit that Milosevic's warmongering, en-
8l andl payrolled by western powers
L Bilted] them, needs to be opposed.
MO attacks on Serbia are nothing
Wil protecting Kosovan civilians - their
Hiw worse than ever. For less than a
the cost of one bomber, NATO
e supplied significant amount of
Wil Kosovan Liberation Army or sup-
whiat is left of the democratic opposi-
Sthin, Of course, they did neither -
they are concerned with global power
s, not the plighe of those they cyni-
it justify their warmongering,

If the United States, Britain and the other
massive military powers currently bombing
the former Yugoslavia were concerned with
defending “innocent civilians” they have had
numerous opportunities to do so recently -
and not done it. In Turkey, the Kurds have
had their villages burnt, their culture out-
lawed, their people killed and rurned into refu-
gees by the thousand without any action from
NATO - maybe because Turkey is a key stra-
tegic member of NATO, When one million
Rwandans were systematically slaughtered in
a hundred days Clinton did nothing to pre-
vent it because it did not suit US global inter-
ests to do so.

The air strikes NATO are carrying out are
aimed at ensuring that Serbia, with its strong
economic and political links to Russia, does
not get in the way of growing western influ-
ence in the region. A staggering amount of
air power is being used. 80 fighter bombers
and 100 cruise missiles - costing £800,000 each

- were launched on the first night alone. You
can only wonder at the technology contained
in the B2 stealth bombers, which cost $2.1bn
each.

NATO tells us that these weapons are so
expensive because of their ability to mini-
mise civilian casualties - in fact, they are de-
signed to increase their destructive power
while minimising any risk to those using
them. Each cluster bomb being dropped
from an RAF Harrier jets, for instance, spreads
147 small bombs over an area of up to 100
acres - many do not explode, creating unregu-
lated minefields wherever they are dropped.
The RAF is currently dropping cluster bombs
on Kosovo.

For four decades following the second
world war, socialist Yugoslavia was able to
maintain peace amongst the various natdon-
alities ma}l:fng up the country. The Balkans
had always been a region where major world
powers fought out their battles at the expense
of the local population. The anti-fascist mili-
tias that became the Yugoslav state after the
second world war were determined to pre-
vent the rise of national tensions and fas-
cismin the area again.

The death of Yugoslavia’s President Tito and
the collapse of the Soviet Union in the late 80s
allowed western powers to expand their influ-
ence in the region by mcuumlﬂng the national
tensions that would lead to the present hor-
rors. They consistently backed local politicians
stirring up national hatred - like Serbia’s
Milosevic and Croatias Tudjeman - against
those trying to keep Yugoslavia united.

‘AR IS PEACE

The powerful multinationals that NATO
and control of natural resources - not
Kosovan refugees. The peoples of the former
Yugoslavia, like so many other millions of
people from South America to East Timor,
can expect no help from these warmongers
except for PR purposes. Organising practical
support for the victims of the war in Kosovo
and building serious opposition to the mul-
tinationals’ war machine in Britain is the only
way we can show solidarity with the millions
so cynically used to justify this latest Euro-
pean war.

Further reading: The Death of Yugoslavia
by Laura Silber and Alan Little; Kosovo - a
short history by Noel Malcolm.

Workers” Aid for Kosovo are involved in
organising a convoy of food, medical sup-
plies, toys, etc leaving for Kosovo on 20th
April. You can help by organising collections,
blagging/lending vehicles and going on the
convoy. 0161 227 8184 for details,

~ “for action is the’life of all and if thou dost not act thou dost nothing” Gerrard Winstanley. |




DIRTY DIGGERS

AN the Commons and maste Grownd in England,
and in the whole world, shall be taken in righteonsness,
nof ouning any property; but taking the Earth to be a
Common Treasury, ar it was . /ﬁﬂ made for all.”
Gerrard Winstanley.

Landlessness, homelessness and poverty are
nothing new. The Diggers were fighting for the
right of the common person to make rent-free
use of the common land way back in 1649,

350 years ago, British activists were already
trying to reclaim their rights. The King, who
officially owned all the land in England, had
been defeated in the civil war leaving England’s
pastures potentially up for grabs so activist
Gerrard Winstanley, with twenty of his poor
and landless friends took posession of St Georges
Hill at Walton on Thames. The Diggers used
‘liberated’ presses to produce pamphlets encour-
aging the poor to make use of common and
waste land for cultivation and common grazing,
attempting to raise consciousness of why so
many go hungry while so few grow nch .
SchNEWS can't argue with that — but unfortu-
nately the government and landowners weren't
impressed and got rd of them through a combi-
nation of legal actions, military intervention and
mob violence,

350 years later and the Diggers are back! They
have set up site on St George’s Hill, ironically
now a huge private estate for millionaires, and
are demanding a permanent home for the Dig-
gers’ memorial stone and guaranteed public ac-
cess to the hill. The squatters have now been
served with an eviction notice, so try and get
along this weekend.

SchNEWS spoke to local resident CIiff Rich-
ard, who expressed concern over possible ‘Devil
Women’ on site, but was keen to offer his ‘con-

tulations and jubilations’ on the memorial site.

cation details 0961 373385 The Land is Ours
Office: 01865 722016 www.oneworld.org/dio/

GENETICS VICTORY!

“This was a political, and in my experience, unprec-
edented decision, By withdrawing the case from the
Jury the Crown bate accepted that there was compelling
evidence that the defendents had a lawfal excuse to
rempove the GM maize. The lart thing the Crowm wanted
was fo see d fury- a microcosm of society- acquit pegpie
who admitied taking direct action against GM erops. ™
Mike Schwarz, defence solicitor.

The two women who faced charges of con-
spiracy to cause criminal damage for removing
GM maize from a test site have had their charges
dropped, with the Crown Prosecution Service
admirting that they were unable to prove that
the two women did not have ‘lawful excuse” to
pull up the GM maize.

After nine months of preparation for the case,
the Crown Prosecution Service decided to drop
the charges four days befote the trial was set o
begin, announcing that * for complexc reasons the
Crown intend to offer mo evidence. ** They admitted in
court that they acmally overestimared the cost
of the damage, that the figure of £605,000 was
a bit exaggerated, its more like £5,0001!

Despite the pouring rain, 300 people mmed up
outside the court with banners and streer theatre,
with a bio-hazzard flag hoisted onto the Crown
Courts mast, The defence solicitor stated thart this
was a green light for direct action. ..so lets get busy
this summerllTomes Genetics Group Tel: 01803
84009Bwww.togg freeserve.couk

* A generic test site on the Scottish Agricul-
tural College’s Boghall Farm was trashed last
week, despite a large police presence with horses
and dogs.6 people were nicked but were released
without charge

* Don't forget April 15-20: Global days of
acton against Monsanto & genetic engineering,
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SchNEWS in brief

Designer Babies - From the elimination of
genetic diseases to creating the perfect child -
should we be tampering with our genetic-make
up? Meeting on April 15th at the Roval Instim-
tion 21 Albermarle Street, London W1 7.30 pm.
** Thought you'd all like to know that April
29th is "%ake Our Daughters to Work Day’,
Wanna know more, then check out
www.gn.apc.org/danghtersday/ ** The
McLibel Two stuck another two s up to
the BigMac corporation last week, when three
appeal court judges added to rhe list of accusa-
tions found in the Whats Wrong With
McDonalds leafler. Already charged with being
responsible for cruelty ro animals, exploiting chil-
dren in advertising campaigns and paying work-
ers a pittance, they now stand accused of pro-
moting a diet which may lead 1o heart diseases!
Contact McLibel Support Campaign, 5 Caledo-
nian Rd., London, N1 9DX 0171 713 1269
wwwmespotlight.org/ ** “The End is Nigh”-
an evening of Millenium Paranoia compered by
Tony Allen & guests will be performed upstairs
at the Hobgoblin on Sat. April 17 ** Fighting
Shell in Nigeria: Ogoni and Ijaw Resistance
talk and video session at Brighton Unemployed
Centre, Tilbury Place (Behind the Edward Street
AMEX Building) on April 14th, 7.30pm. **
Whoops! The ¥ one number on the fliers for
Brighton June 18th action group is wrong and
should read: 01273 298192 ** Saturday 17th -
Benefit party for June 18 International Day of
Action with Dead Dog Mountain, Max Pashm,
Praying for the Rain. 9pm tll 3am at On the
Rocks, 25 Kingsland Road, Shoreditch, London
E2. Just £3 ** Save The Shamrock Monkeys
have set up a National Demo For Laboratory
Animals March in Brighton and wreath laying at
Shamrock on Sat 24th April, ** No More
Bombings! Lift the Sanctions!(Libya & Iraq)
April 17th, London: March and Rally for Peace
and Justice: 1pm assemble Hyde Park Corner;
3pm Rally in Trafalgar Square. Tel: 0171 436
4636.** Movement st the Monarchy
have had a few scenes cur from their upcoming
programme “Get Rid of the Royals™. Appar-
ently the BBC'S lawyers were worried that some
scenes were a lirte treasonous (heaven forbad!).
Watch it on BBC 2 on April 13th at 7.30 pm **
The SQUALL Crew presents ‘Commotion’- djs
from Squall, Exodus and Under One Sun play
underground sounds of house, drumébass and
eclectic beats at the Pembury Tavern - jynction
of Amhurst Road and Dalston Lane london E9
Friday April 23rd. Just 1 *Project Censored
Yearbook; Censored 1999 highlights the hot sto-
ries that the mainstream press ignored. And the
top of the censored list? It’s the Multlateral
Agreement on Investment - that nasty lite ‘free
trade’ agreement that would have nullified hu-
man, environmental and labour protection laws
in all countries that signed it.* Don't forget
Street Party ourside 121 Centre,Railton Rd,
Brixton 2pm Saturday 10th Info 0171-274-655

_.Inside SChNEWS

Lindis Percy 1s currently serving a nine month
sentence for putting ‘invalid® slicg::rs up on ille-

| bylaw signs that run around the US Menwith
1ill in Harrogate Yorkshire. While the MoD
sponsored NSA (National Security Agency) Spy

ase has been busy feeding military intelligence
and data through to the Western War Machine
killing thousands in the Balkans, Lindis has just
come out of a week in solitary confinement for
reﬁJsin.%Jm be smc"p searched on entering the
prison. Lindis needs all the support she can get
as she is being restricted visitors, given harsh
routine psychological tests and is gerring ill
through all the strain. To cap it all she can even
hear fighter jets taking off from the nearby bases
at USAF Lakenheath and Mildon Hall. Write
th- LindisPercy (CF9734), HMP Highjxpoim,
Stradishall, Newmarket, Suffolk, CBR 9YG

S, ¢/ o0 on-the-fiddle, P.O.
EVERY WEEE?Y E-MAIL:

rable to Justice?) Ask for
Box 3600, Brigh
schnews

ENSIONER POWER!

When the Church of England wanted ro pul
down the Community Centre on Gloucester Rd is

occupied the premises. After 5 years they
ranged a lease, and ever since volunteers have be
running the centre on a non profit basis, avai
free ro skint organisations, ing places for th
homeless and organising a bread nmpT'he centre |
also used by Hare Krishnas, Buddhists, and a musig
school that caters for 100 Sikh children.

Despite the fact that the 6 other local chure

are never exactly packed with punters the C
E wants to take back the eentre and rent our d
rooms to raise cash. Charitable souls that
are they promise zero tolerance of other

glous groups so i‘.\mumbly the sikhs, bud
and krishnas will be our on their collective
The pensioners even offered to buy the pren
but the C of E is sill determined to evict the
so the sagacious squatters took their tale to
top, petiioning the Archbishop of Canter
by chaining themselves to his railings ou
Lambeth Palace! Their case goes to court o

Apdl 19th. Tel. 0117 944 ;ﬁrl
Eild 4 {

The ahivays wented to actually it an arms dealer, and
turn ‘o aned sy ‘well i T didw't o i, someone ele v
- Mark Thomas

Tired of hearing about massacres of people
far-away countries while you sit helplessly at
Sick of seeing TV footage of people being shat
by the shock woops of dodgy regimes? Ever
you could hit back at those arming such ty
Then read on... this year, some of the wotl
biggest arms dealers are handing us ample oppe
tunitics to deal them some determined blows,
don't only hang put in remote countries,
firms have events and premises in this coun
too. So it's open season on the industry that
mass murderers and tormurers the world ow

April 28 - Two firms, British Acrospace (B
and Alvis/GKN ate having their Annual Ge
Meetings in London on this Wednesday, Twa
the price of one - come and playl All you ne
a single share; with an offer like this, you just ca
lose.

BAe is Europe's biggest arms manufacturer, '
with the planned. £7 billion merger with GE
Marconi there's no better ime to give them b
Come and meet the guys in suits who are a
sell 16 Hawk artack fighter planes to Indone
who are flogging 200,000 assanle rifles for the
ish militry. Or perhaps you'd like to speak @
top people at Alvis, whose Scorpion ran
been used on the streets of Jakart against
armed protesting students. )

No-one goes away empty handed..
you can’t make it to the AGMs on that day,
and Alvis are giving you the chance to visit
in one of their many centres of manufac
excellence around the country. To ensure
mum impact try to organise actions hirting
at these places at ar the time of Ap
Targets at the following locations:Ham
Stockport, Nottingham, Bristol, Plymouth,
cashire, Humberside, London & Covent
September 14-17 - the even bigger one.
fence Systems Equipment Internatonal (D
is the title of the UK’ one-stop bombs * o'
emporium, to which you can be sure man
your top torturers will be coming along,
the best gag is - we ourselves bankroll it v
cool quarter of a million of mxpavers’ m
Pur those dates in your diares, May 15
chester, Friends Meeu'n%uH_ouse) and May$

C1). i

(London, Conway Hall, i
Take a well-aimed pot-shot or owo at yol
favourite arms dealers this year. These not
be missed opportunities are brought 1o y
Campaign Against the Arms Trade, Call the
0171 281 0297www.gn.apc.org/caat

.- —

nals" i
ton, East Sussex, BN2 2DX.
ighton.co.uk !



neclﬂ.im the Streak, street party on 10th April, 1999

S0 WHAT IS THIS GENTRIFICATION?

Despite being far too long a word to roll off the tongue, gentrification
explains a lot of the changes happening right here in Brixton. Lambeth
Council (in all their infinite wisdom — Not!) are selling off properties to raise
capital (what we call money) but the “development” of Brixton does
little to help local people or shops (surprise, surprise). The council are, just
like the rest of the country, in a mad race to sell-off and privatise as
much of our neighbourhoods and services as possible — cutting funding
to vital resources like Libraries and Centres while raking in a profit from
mad shopping and tourist schemes that dispossess and disempower local
communities. None of this money goes to help US, in fact they are trying
to price us out of our own area, like in some parts of Islington, Hackney
and Tower Hamlets and now Brixton, to make our areas yuppie
playgrounds!

DON'T BE FOOLED! The development of Brixton and the
criminalisation of groups like the homeless and squatters are just the tip
of the iceberg. If the police and the council have their way, once Brixton
has been “cleansed”, rents will soar and people will be forced out of
their own neighbourhoods. Local shops will either “make” or “break”
with hefty new RATES to accompany the new poncy clientele, and many
will be bought out or bust. So we have a situation where first they kick

-~ .put the undesirables and homeless on the streets with new police powers,

then they evict all the squatters, AND THEN GUESS WHO IS NEXTr?
Watch your back, your Council is on the loose.

South London Stress, 27" March 1999

Pic: Dave Mirzoeff



1. The Transport

France is currently *
enjoying a big free
party scene — or
Teknivals as they’re
called in Europe. The
scale of these events is
huge, with as many as
5-10,000 people, and
up to forty sound

systems — and most
parties are tolerated
by the authorities...

unlike some here in

Britain. Party people
of all ages and back-
grounds come
together in a unified
feeling of resistance.
Unlike here, there had
been no free festival/
party scene until the
turn of the 90°s when
Spiral Tribe left
England and inspired
people across Europe
to set up their own
parties. Squatting is
popular in France, but
- like in a lot of places
- many young people
are still seen as
unpoliticised.

In France the May
Day teknival

has become the
biggest of the year,
Check out:
www.freetekno.org
United Systems party
line: 020 8959 7525

2. The Power




Frldy 16th April 1999

WAKE UP! WAKE VP! IT'S YWER

NEWS

Printed and Published in Brighton by Justice?

http://www.schnews.org.uk/

JUSHIGE

FOR ALL

Issue 208 Free/Donation

10 YEARS ON

"W\ followed Liverpool for over 50 years
i What I saw that day at Hillsborough
Wiy with me till the day I die. We could
¥ sumething was wrong even as the
Wl started, the pens behind the goal
el packed, although there was plenty
either side. We couldn’t believe
s we witnessed, we were in deep
ux it became obvious that things
Wwrong. Why weren’t the police help-
M watched them come on with police
whilst younger supporters ferried the
W wnd injured on advertising boards.
| Were heroes, yet the media portrayed
A wx thugs and animals. It’s not right
M years later most of those responsi-
vy never been charged with a crimi-
nce; what kind of country are we
W in?”
Pensipner who was at Hillsborough.
ars ago on April 15* 1989, Liverpool
ng Notts Forestin a FA Cup semi-
the Hillsborough Stadium in Shef-
hick-off approached, the ancient um-
the football ground became a bottle-
five thousand Liverpool fans tried to
| Whl.ll the police eventally opened
uﬂrs instead of directing the fans
g terraces they sent them into a
.
' il the front of the pens, and you could ree
wying. | asked, pleaded, with a copper to
W ites, He just looked at me as if 1 wasn't
e 1 b tried to climb out were pushed back
i & die"Hillsborough Survivor.
d r|1nn| fans lost their lives and 400
| that day in the Leppings Lane
m‘unhcd to death against the jail-like
Which became twisted from the pres-
8 jeople tried to get on the pitch, the
el them back, thinking there was
vasion. At 3.06 pm the game was
doned.
i lollowed was a monumental and ar-
pr-up of inadequacies and incom-
Wwhich one supporter described as an
mgation of mistruths’ as the po-
Wt 16 hide their mistakes.
tinquiry by Lord Justice Taylor
o where the blame lay: ““The main rea-
0 diiaiter wias the failure of police control ™
et according o the SUN newspa-
. In the aftermath of the tragedy,
h tter self to new depths, In a front
editor Kelvin MacKenzie blamed

tqumly on Liverpool supporters:

HILLSBOR

‘Some fans picked pockets
victims.”.. ’Samﬁasmuxwdmthehsm
cops’ fans beat up PC giving kiss of life.”

During the thirty-one days of the Taylor
inquiry no one mentioned hooliganism.

Nearly two years later, an 80 day inquest, ver-
dicts of accidental death were reached. But as the
H.LI}sl::orcugh Justice Campaign pointed out

Senior South Yorkshire police officers were responsible
They committed a criminal act when they threw gpen
excal gates for the fans to enter the stadiim,. they should
hate delayed the kick-off that day.”

Then in December 1996, Carlton TV’s
“Hillshagough™ ripped apart the inquest de-
cision that the victims suffered only acciden-
tal death. They unearthed evidence that a cam-
era, which the police claimed was not work-
ing, held vital evidence that people were be-
ing crushed. This footage mysteriously van-
ished. It highlighted the fact that more fans
might have survived if medical treatment
had been available sooner. It exposed police
lies, such as blaming fans for forcing a gate
open to get in the ground . There were allega-
tions of cops putting pressure on people giv-
ing evidence at the enquiry. And Still no po-
lice officers have yet to face any disciplinary
hearing,

“Unfortunately, the facts concerning Hillsborough
baven't been told — all we e had is the usual nanipula-
tion of facts to be served up by the media dreus —
foatball supporters become SCUM and ANIMALS,
easy scapegoats. South Yorkshire police were rubbing
showlders with journalistic filth before the bodies of
the dead grew cold. 1l never forget what the S** printed.
1 remember burning a copy with ney father. Tl never
Sforgive those journalists, they could bave refused fo

print the police s fes.”
Liverpool supporter

As Trevor Hicks -who lost his daughters at
Hillsborough- said “We gof two disasters at
Hillsborongh : the one an the day and one that’s
happened since. There was evasion and an orches-
trafed cover up against us from the beginning. Noth-
ing has been done nallingly.”

# The Hillshorough campaign are calling fora
boycott of the Liverpool v Sheffield Wednes-
day football march on 8" May

# The High Court gave the go ahead in March
for two police officers to go face charges of
manslanghter and wilful neglect of duty in court

# A campaign against The Sun gor under way
with sales slumping by almost 40% costing £10
million a year. The boycott is still going on

Hillsborough Justice Campaign, 134
Oakfield Rd., Anfield, Liverpool, L4 OUG
Tel 0151 260 5262 Recommended reading
‘Hillsborough, the Truth® by Phil Scraton
(Mainstream)

UGH

WHO KILLED BLAIR PEACH?

“As the police rushed past him, one of
them hit him on the head with a stick..He
tried to get up, but he was shivering. He
couldn’t stand. The police came back and
told him’Move!Come on, Move!"They were
very rough with him and I was shocked
because it was clear he was seriously hurt.
He was in a very bad state and he couldn’t
speak. Then he just dropped down.”
M. Parwinder Atwal

On 22 April 1979 5,000 people marched
from Southall to Ealing Town Hall to hand
in ad!:laezjtion of 10,000 signatures demand-
ing that the National Front (NF) should not
be allowed to come into their town and in-
sult their community. The next day 4,000 cops
arrived to deal with the 20,000 people who
had turned out to oppose the fascists. The
police brutally attacked the protesters. Blair
Peach and his friends were trapped.. .at least
six witnesses saw a tiot cop club Blair Peach
in the head, he later died. No inquiry took
place and no one has ever been charged with
his murder.

Blair Peach was a white school teacher in
East London, active within the South Hack-
ney and Shoreditch branch of the Anti Nazi
League, His murder became a symbol of es-
tablishment incompetence and police brutal-
ity. “his death....exposed how black peaple were
treated by the police, and how both black and white
peaple were affected by racism.... ]t united people
who saw that the National Front was a threat fo
our democracy.”

The Scarman Report in 1981 sugggested
the ‘bad apple’ theory- that a few police ‘et
down the force’ but the police force them-
selves are not intrinsically racist. The report
suggested ‘race awareness training’. ...Stephen
Lawrence’s case is just one of many incidents
which confirm a blatant lack of such aware-
ness to date. Muhammad Anwar, of the Cen-
tre for Ethnic Relations at Warwick university
explained “ You cannot isolate one incident, just
as you cannot isolate one institution, but these all
contribute to an accuminlated perception of bow the
poiice treat black people. Many of foday’s young
peaple weren't even born when these incidents took
Place, but they learn from parents and community
leaders. You cannot separate atfitude from experi-
ence. They are just as important as each other.”

On Sat 24 Aprl there’s a Demo Against Rac-
ism in Southall Park. Meet 1pm @ Dominion
Centre, The Green, Southall, Coaches from
Brighton outside the Royal Pavilion at the Old
Steine at 10.30am Tickets £7/5 for sale at the
Peace Centre. For Information Tel: 0181 980 3601,

CANTICOPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION



TUBEWAY BARMY
Reclaim the Streets! On Sat 1st May its time to
transform the tubel Meet at Tower of London,
2pm Samurdsy 15t May with your pam-ﬁms on, Bring
food and donk and fun and games-The Party Line
terminates at Clapham Common May Day Festival
For too long has the tube been the stomping
}{;mund of the wealthy, an unattainable luxury
or those on low incomes, The rgl';\-ernmcm‘s pri
vatisation plans put profit before passengers as
always through the intended full-scale sell off
of the tube.

London’s mbe system is already the most ex-
pensive in Europe and fares will spiral out of
reach of poorer pockets as private profit is in-
creased at our expense. Anti- strike legislation
has put paid to any arguments from the under-
dog, consequently workers suffering attacks
agamnst their pay and conditions are only likely
to make an impact through ‘unofficial’ action.”

So on 1st May let’s turn the tube into a Place
1o Partyl Show your solidarity and revel against
the fat cats. Bring food, drink, musical instru-
ments, decorations, toys, games, masks, banners
and flags. Further information: Reclaim The
Sereets: 0171 281 4621,

* Transport from Brighton, tickets from Peace
Centre, Gardoer Street

MAY DAY EVENTS

*INTERNATIONAL WORKERS
MAY DAY MARCH. Meet 12 noon
Clerkenwell Green to Trafalgar Square, 100 years
of celebrating trade union rights, human rights
and international solidarity. + May 2nd, May
Day International Evening-music from around
the world at Subterania, 36 Acklam Rd, Lon-
don W10(Ladbroke Grove)4-11pm

Reclaim May Day The Oyster House
6-11pm, Locksway Road, Milton, Portsmouoth.
£3/2. Featuring  bands and DJs. Food 6-8pm.

Cannabis Coalition Beltane Ganja
day. Celebration of Cannabis March and free-
festival on Clapham Common. Meet noon
Brixton Ritzy. Tel: 0171 737 6289
mayday@schmoo.co.uk

Nottingham May Day events
26th April to 1st May. Program available from
Mushroom Bookshop, 12 Heatheote St, Not-
rinﬁham

radford May Day. Tel: 01274
734160 linlz@teigend.m,uk
*DIY Resist Global Action.

B'ham. Fight back against global economic
power.. Meet 11am outside NatWesr HQ.
Colmore Row, City Centre.

Manchester mini reclaim the
streets. Mcet Midday, 30th April at Univer-
sity Students’ Union, Oxford Road. 0161
2245153 mfoxdrhm(@fsl.art.man.ac.uk

Hull reclaim the streets Suatur-
day 8th May, meet at Pearsons Park (off Beverly
RJ) 12poon
*Finally, for those of you who are sick to death
of all the politics, fuck it all off and get with
the Vegan Organic Network. Permaculture,
forest gardening, community gardening, etc. May
1-2 at ‘Fresh Horizons', 50 Ditton Court Rd,
Westcliff On Sea, Essex. Tel: 01702 303259

INSIDE SCHNEWS

Mumia Abu-Jamal, black rights activist and
award winning radio journalist on death row for
the past 16 years, has been subject to state op-
pression since he joined the Black Panthers. He
was wrongly arrested in 1981 for killing a Phila-
delphia cop. In '95 files were finally exposed
proving that minority citizens were being rou-
tinely framed. Abu-Jamal’s years' work exposing
state terror led to over 300 victims® convictions
being reversed, but even when it became na-
tional news his own was not. Mumia again faces
imminent execution. Mass demos on 24th April,
his birthday. Contact Mumia Must Live! BM

Haven, London, WCIN 3XX. wawMumis.org
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The National Front are planning a march in
Worcester on the 24th, The Anti-Nazi League
are Elanning a counter-demonstration, assemble
at the Guildhall ar 1pm.For confirmation:Tel.:
0171-2844040,e-mail:editors{@s-
light.demon.co.uk **This months ‘special 1ssue’
n% The Ecologist is full of information on the
growing climate cnsis, the political and corpo-
rate response, and what the hell we should be
doing about it. Our planet is being sabotaged,
inform yourself and rake action! For copies ring
(11403 786726 **Kosova Aid Convoy benefit
(@Sussex Arts Club, Ship St, Brighton this Sun-
day { 18th) 7.30pm with Tartan Amoebas + DJ’s
Ghecko and Hair Bear. £5/3 **There is another
benefit gig for People’s lifeline for Kosova on
29th April at New Madeira Hotel, Marine Pa-
rade, Brighton, 8-2 with talks and videos £3
**No Pasaran. Get cultural with the Stroud
Football Poets compelling accounts of the Span-
ish Civil War, Sat 24th Apnil, 8pm. Hexagon
Theatre, Kingsfield School, Brook Rd,
Kingswood, Bristol. Tickets£4/3 - Tel: 0117
9711540 **Alrernatively, you could motivate
yourselves to march from Westminster Cathe-
dral to the BNFL office in Buckingham Gate to
remind them about the Children of
Chernobyl who are sull suffering as a result of
the world’s worst nuclear disaster. Tel 0171
6072302 **MNo Smoke Without Fire is a guide
for people who believe they are the victims of a
miscarriage of justice, containing advice start-
ing from the moment of arrest through to post-
telease care. SAE to: Liberty, 21 Tabard St, Lon-
don SE1 4L.A. Tel 0171 403 3888**Thespionage
presents ‘TICK-A-TEENTH? because deal-
ing can be murder-’ Another rale from the
front-line, for those that know the score, At
The Komedia, Gardener St, Brighton, Tues 27
and Wed 28 April 8pm 01273 647 100. The
Akademia, Manchester St, Brighton. Fri 14th &
Sar 15th May 7.30pm 01273 607 171. Tickets
£5/4 **Conference on Iboga A wlk by Dan
Lieberman on the therapeutic uses of Iboga (a

sychoactive plant from the Congo Basin). Used

v the Bwit in their 3-5 day inidation ceremonies
it has been especially effective in rreating opium
addiction, At the Akademia, 14-17 Manchester St.
Tel: 0181 3878824 ethnobotany@iafrica.com**The
contract for the Avon Ring Road has been
awarded to Christiani Nielsen, the Leamington-
based outfit responsible for the Wells relief road
and the nasty evictions at Dead Woman’y Bot-
tom. Work is expected o start on Apr 9 the
protest camp is gearing up for action. Contact
the camp on 0836 653 723 or 0797 999 0389 or
STARR at 84 Colston St, Bristol BS1 5BB
“*World Day for Laboratory Animals is Sat
April 24 with a national march in Brighton. Meet
Preston Park at noon followed by wreath laying
at Shamrock Farm ** First-ever National Ani-
mal Rights demo at Medical Research Coun-
cil, the Ridgeway, Mill Hill, London. The labs
here were infiltrated several years ago and such
cruelty exposed that top prots had to resign: the
expeniments still continue- lets stop them. 11am,
Fri April 23, Nearest rabe Mill Hill East, then
240 bus. More info: Soraya 0181 BB8 4971;
Chrissie D181 203 2325/ (467 471111 **Party
at i Forest West Wood protest camp,
24/5 Apr. The battle is nearly won!** Third Bat-
tle of Newbury are suspending their monthly
meetings until 2nd Sep, due to lack of cash** The
camp at the B’ham ef Road need ulin
& wood, sorry no tel no as one of the dogs buried
the mobile**Don't forger this Satuday (17) Ben-
efit gig with comedian Tony Allen @ Hobgoblin
London Rd upstairs 9pm. £1.50 **

SIMON JONES MEMORIAL CAMPAIGN
Meeting next Thursday 22nd April 7.30pm
upstairs at The Hobgoblin. 01273 685913
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Waiching me, walching yo

Each person in this country watches an av
4 hours of TV a day; that's a quarter of the ws
life of everyone spent smting at a picce of
ture. Seary, but we ain't seen nothing yet.

How about & TV that watches you? Eve
ume you click the remote control of a new Djj
ital TV, the set notes what you are watching 3
for how long, and then relays this informat
to the service provider, As you explore the in
teractive new world of entertainment a file #
being compiled of your interests and viewiny
habirs, name, address, bank derails... This
then be sold to the multi-national corporati
so they can target you with ific products, @
to any other organisaton who wants i.

The happy advertisers of TV's ‘digi
tion’ promise more “viewer power ‘
the opposite is true. Pilot interactive TV projee
have created mes that are design
extract even more information from peop!
through on-sereen quiz shows and questionnain
Marthew Timms, head of programming at
Way TV says viewers are happy to answer pi
sonal questions:
“They tend to be fairly bonest... becanse som
they feel they're sitting there, it’s just them and
television, even thongh the reality is it got a wire
ing straight back fo somebodys computer...”

And there’s more in store. The service pro
ers can send new software to your telly at
point, without telling you, and they're wor
on the idea of arficial intelligence programr
50 the box can respond to the information it
about you. It could sell you products you m
like, suggest p s to watch, work to
crease your viewing, of your children’s...urn
tune out and drop off drop the thing out
twelve storey window,

22-28th April is International TV-Tu
Week, coordinated in this country by White
They encourage vou to “Take a bealthy break
TV and youll find ont what you really enfoy do
More information on this and the leaflet
TV"” abour digital telly from White Dor,
Box 2116, Hove, East Sussex, BN3 3L
www.whitedot.org

SHIT HAPPENS

April 19th-25th is Real Nappy Week - did
know that British parents throw out 8 mi
disposable nappies-a day, that’s over 800
tonnes a year of nappy waste - all have
disposed of, For every £1 spent on nappies
taxpayer pays 10p to get rid of them. 1
Mappy Association and Women's Environn
tal Network are trying to expose the envi
mental damage caused by nappy waste and
mote alternatives. Councils are joining in, gi
away free real nappies and encouragi
maternity wards. Apart from the volu
waste, the campaign is concerned with the
gredients of disposable nappies, which a
subject to gove controls and include ar least
chemical removed from tampons in 1985
cause of its link to toxic shock syndrome.
Nagp_v Association, PO Box 3704, London
4RX. 0181 299 4519 /i
LLLY !
Tomatoes around the country are goi
ooey over drum and bass, Growers have fo
that blasting the fruits with lond bass-he
music which helps to disl the paollen,
falls on the sigmas and a baby tomaro is b
Ahhh, “Music with a stong beat is best” rec]
Alan Parker, chair of the Tomato Growers®
sociation “Even growers whose taste incli
more towards Radio 3 recognise the merits
drum and bass. We have not compiled a ton
top 10 ver, but it is safe to say Simply Red W
be in there”. ]
SchNEWS has unconfirmed reports thi
Mensanto is trying to splice a DNA gene
Goldie into tomatos.
disclaimer SchNEWS warns all readers tha
their TV is full of disposable shit. Honesd
Ll -. —-—
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when you thought that there weren’t
nusty laws to keep us in our places,
vomes The New Crime and Disor-
@t , which came into effect this
pith. Democracy is now surely safe with
Hew law which amongst other things,
wearing masks on demonstations
, and creates new Anti-Social Be-
¢ orders to deal with bad people.
In your survival guide to the new
the forces of darkness now posess
Masking up illegal
i 25-7 of the new act dictate thata
Uificer of inspector rank or above can
B0 10 de-mask on a demo if s /he fears
Mo violence or disorder in his/her area™,
) have the power to confiscate and
I materials used to mask up with- so
M ke your brand new tops. Failure to
Sk can land you in the nick forup to a

ih
0 hunt sab in Dorset last month, the
Aleelured the whole county an area of
| serious disorder in order to force
i mask. Amongst items confiscated
Boded tops and a copy of the local

it one shy sab was using to preserve
flenty! But fear not, when quizzed by
WS our friendly Dorset cops informed
I they would only use the legislation
I Appropriate, and if it was a cold De-
Morning on a peaceful demo then
Il wear your scarves in safety. Well

hit then.
e Valley Police used the act at last
s anti ction demonstration at
B larm. The police went back on a
M dreement not to perform searches
, forcing 41 people to unmask and
une man who refused to do so. Some
¥ Its a wee bit unfair, since cops of-
their faces covered on demos, and
L mysteriously lose their ID numbers.
Wl fune, police don't need to conceal
Ny, as they would never do any-
W Winng, would they?

& REBEL ALLIANCE
Wednesday 28th April
upstairs @ Hobgoblin Pub,

ongon ~Ka

BALACLAVA
BOVVER

Anti Social Behaviour Orders
Sections 1-4 of the Act cover the Anti-
Social Behaviour Orders (ASBO). When
someone is suspected of anti-social behav-
iour, a senior police officer or local authority
vapply to the courts for an ASBO which is
one in a civil rather than criminal court, so
they need less proof to get one. The hearing
can also be held without the person affected
by the ASBO being there to defend them-
selves, Once they getit, they can not only force
the person to stop the “anti-social™ behav-
iour, but can also get more wide-ranging re-
strictions on their actions, even if it's not di-
rectly relevant to the ASBO, such as curfews
or exclusion orders. The order runs for at
least 2 years, but can be extended for indefi-
nite periods. Violation of an ASBO can land
you with up to 5 years in the nick.

These orders are being hailed as the way to
deal with “neighbours from hell”, but ani-
mal rights groups fear the new law will be
used against them in the same way that the
anti-stalking laws have . The definition of
anti-social behavuiour is so wide-ranging that
you can have an ASBO slapped on you if
your behaviour causes “alarm or distress, or
harassment to one or more people”.
Wouldn't it be spooky if protestors at
Hillgrove or Shamrock started getting ASBOs
issued against them?

Wider definition of terrorism

Just when you thought it couldn’t get any
worse, those nice guardians of our freedom in
the Labour government have published their
‘Legislation against Terrorism’ Consultation
Paper which will protect us all from interna-
tional terrorism, with the use of even more
draconian laws. The Paper suggests, amongst
other things, that there is a “continuing need
for counter-terrorist legislation for the foresee-
able future.” This is regardless of the threat of
terrorism in Northern Ireland How odd then,
thar it was a Labour government that intro-
duced the first Prevention of Terrorism Actin
1974, promising that it was only a temporary
measure, brought in after the Birmingham pub
bombings. Well apparently the “time has come
to put that legislation onto a permanent foot-
ing” Whoops!

CRAPARRESTOFTHEWEEK

With intent to have a cup of rea. A
worker at Faslane Naval Base got talking
to peace-camp demonstrators and decided
to go back for a cup of tea with them.
The MOD police threatened himwith the
sack if he went to the camp and when he
persisted in his tea mission he was taken
away by the (Tea)-Service Police!

This Consultation paper also proposes to
widen the definition of terrorism as “the use
of serious violence against persons or prop-
erty, or the threat to use such violence to in-
timidate or coerce a government, the public,
or any section of the public for political, reli-
gious or ideological ends.” If it wasn’t obvi-
ous enough, they intend to use this defini-
tion to include animal rights activities, and
“indigenous groups prepared to engage in
serious violence to further their cause (e.g in-
dependence for a certain region, or environ-
mental concerns)”. So watch out all you Cor-
nish nationalists and anti-open cast campaign-
ers. Finally the paper proposes that the pow-
ers of stop and search and detention that
exist in Northern Ireland should be extended
to the rest of the UK. So a copper can arrest
you to “prevent acts of terrorism” and hold
you for up to 28 days without trial.

But before you all ger too paranaid and
give up direct action, and start to write dodgy
anarcho news-sheets; they’re only bringing in
such laws, because they realise how effective
direct action is. So bear in mind the London
Animal Rights News editorial “Whilst we
should monitor the situation, it in some way
reflects the success our movement has had. It
shows that animal abusers see us a force to
be reckoned with.”

PARTY ON THE TUBE
th
RECLAIM ng.smEFrs

Coach leaves Brighton 11 am from
St.Peter's Church
Tickets £4/3 available at the Peace
Centre, Gardner St. then on to
Clapham Common festival

CANTI-COPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION




ROBERT HAMILL RIP

“ In Northern Ireland this case has the
sort of impact for many that the Stephen
Lawrence case has in Londnn’;_‘lm ) Hardy

On 27th April 1997 Robert aml‘d left a
Catholic social club in Portadown after a fam-
ily nightout.. A Royal Ulster Constabulary
(RUC) landrover parked nearby had been
warned that a group of loyalists were hang-
ing around. Sceing the RUC presence and
knuwin.iﬂ'nat they had been alerted to possi-
ble trouble, Robert and his family made the
fatal mistake of assuming that the police
would keep the peace, and they could safely
walk past the lurking Loyalists. 'The mob, of
about thirty, knocked Robert down then gave
the men a serious kicking. The women ran to
a nearby RUC vehicle, begging for help. They
received NO response, dm;tgﬁ the attack too!
place in full-view of the officers . The police
said they feared for their safety even though
they carry guns. No arrests were made, no
crime scene declared. After rwelve days in a
coma, Robert finally died.

Roberts’ family have been raunted ever since
the attack by RUC wvehicles beeping their
horns, one fime swerving close enough to
hit a brother’s ankle; also by Loyalists chant-
ing “ Wheres Robbie Hamill”, while mim-
ing holding someone by the hair and kicking
and stamping on their head.

Of the six men who were eventually arrested,
five were released without eharge due to insuf-
ficient evidence. Although there were CCTV
cameras ovetlooking the scene, the RUC claim
nothing of any relevance was recorded. It took
10 days and 5 press statements for the police to
come close to admitting the truth, Initally the
RUC said “Police moved in to separate (two)
groups. .. bottles were thrown... and ice thenr-
Selves camve snder attack *, this bears little resem-
blance to the tuth,

One man, Paul Hobson, 22, was recently
acquitted of Roberts’ murder bur convicted
of causing an affray, he could be back on the
streets in less than six weeks! Roberts family,
rmﬁsinﬁ that no-one else is going to do any-
thing about this, are collecting funds to pay
for a private prosecution.

* Donations and messages of support to:
Robert Hamill Justice Appeal Fund c/o 8
Williarn Street, I n, Co. / BT66 1]A.

* In a recent TV documentary ‘Loyalists
reporters were told that thousands of docu-
ments containing detailed information on
‘suspects’ were passed onto Loyalist death
squads by the RUC and British Army.

Read “The Committee: political assassina-
tons in Northern Ireland by Sean McPhilemy

* Since July 1998 Catholics living in
Portadown, Northern Ireland have been liv-
ing under a state of continuous siege, since
the Orange Order were banned from march-
ing through the Garvaghy Road. Residents
are harassed daily by Orange Order demos
and other violent acts. A support c%rou in
Britain has now been set up Friends of the
Garvaghy Road, BM Box 5519, London
WCIN 3XX Tel 0181 442 8778 email
fgr@brosna.demon.co.uk

* Demonstrations by the South Armagh
Farmers and Residents Committee continue.
Despite the Good Friday agreement they live in
the most militarised area in Western Furope.
Within an area under ten miles in radius there
are 30 spy posts and five military bases with
3,000 troops assigned to the area. Thats one
for every eight people in South Armagh.

* A helicopter flying for just one hour costs
the equivalent of a nurse’s wages for 4
months. Official figures show that 30,000 fly-
ing hours were recorded last year in N. Ire-
land - enough to pay around 6,000 nurses.

* Good Friday Agreement discussion mccdx;g
Ipm Sat 8th May St Margare’s House, 21 O
Ford Rd., Bethnal Green, E2 Tel 0171 833 3022

you can make cl:}:ies.
Tel/Autofax :* +44 (0)1273
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The Big Issue is launching a campaign to end
the Home Office’s inhumane practice of issuing
food vouchers to asylum seekers They're print-
ing coupons over the next four weeks for you to
send to Jack Straw. Support line-0171526
3305** American news group Cable News Net-
work (CNN) have agreed to show an Adbusters
advert as part of “TV Turn-Off Week.” ABC,
CBS and NBC however, told Adbusters o get
lost.International TV Tuen Off Week runs from
22-28th April and is co-ordinated in the UK by
White Dot, PO Box 2116, Hove, E.Sussex, BN3
3LR www.adbusters.org **Stop the War!
Brighton and Hove campaign, meeting every
Monday, 7.30 pm , Friends Meeting House, Ship
St. Protest every Sat. 12 noon, Clocktower,
Brighton. National Demo, London, 8th May,
coaches will be organised**Come to the opening
of the new Unemployed Workers Centre.
1st May 1pm, 4 Crestway Parade, Hollingdean.
Food, stalls, music ete.** Whitehawk Hill Al-
lotment Gardeners Association (WHAGA)
are a co-op working a 1/2 acre of disused allot-
ments at Whitehawk Hill, They want to expand
to open up more derelict land for organic grow-
ing in a copperative way and need to show they
have support in the wider community. Ring Karl
Heyman 292215 to put your name on the wait-
ing list for Whitehawk Hill*** Newcastle Com-
munity Green Festival, FREE environmen-
tal event, May 1+ 2 Tel: 0191 232 1750 ** A
woman is due in court next month charged with
writing ‘don’t bomb Iraq’ on the dockyard walls
at the%luya.l Naval Base in Portsmouth. As they
point out “People in Iraq need our solidarity,
not bombs and sanctions” so turn up outside the
court hearing wearing black. Portsmouth Mag-
istrates” Court, Thursday 6th & Friday Tth May
9.30am Contact Portsmouth Anarchist Network,
Box A, 167 Fawcett Rd., Southsea, Hampshire,
PO 4 ODH **If you saw the TV programme
Movement Against The Monarchy (MAM)
and you want to know more about those trou-
ble making anti-royalist scum go to a MA'M
meeting on May 2nd 2-5pm Conway Hall, Red
Lion Square,Tube, Central London ** Protest-
ers camped along the route of the proposed Bir-
mingham Northern Relief Road have sent
us their new contact no. after their dog buried
their mobile last week: 07931 161761**Dem-
onstrate against student fees in Huddersfield
on Wednesday April 28 Meet 11am outside Stu-
dents Union**The National Front plans to
march rhmu.Eh Worcester this Saturday have Been
cancelled, Shame. ¥

BLOODY TREES

mtmnp]mm'btmmupmﬂm
after Manchester Airport PLC started felling
trees. The airport authorities wanted to chop down
the wood because those blasted tees will get in the
way of the radar for the new runway, Permission was
given by the owners, National Trust, who are, once
again, breaking their own nules.

The protesters ate expecting eviction soon,despite
the fact that the House of Lords have stll to de-
cide on the woods furure. Contact (11226 764279
Site mobile: 07931 931850
= e

Radic 4 comes to Brighton for the day. I
With A difference. Tune in to an the alterna-
tive womens hour, Archers, pardeners ques-
tion time, the shagging forecast, childrens pro-
grams, documentaties, with special guest ap-
pearances from comedian Mark Thomas, ex-
Crass Penny Rimbaud, Jeremy ‘Leveller’ and
Atilla the Stockbroker, And hourly news from
SchNEWS.. Full program for Radio 4A in next
weeks SchNEWS. 10 am Sun 2nd May 106.61°M
www.indifference.demon.co.uk/radioda
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placed in solitary at Full Sutton gaol in the
terests of "Good Order and Discipline’. Altho
he had committed no offence, the guv decid
that his presence on ‘normal location” was
fectionabie”. He was ted because of
campaiging for prisoner rights. Kenny spent
on the ‘ghost-train’, b constantly
around until his arrival at ‘71111 Sutton in 19
where he was ted immediately . Afre
months he was allowed into an ordinary wing
but remained a target for prison swaff . Fo
months later, Kenny was back in segregati
where he remains. Igs important that Eenis 5
oneél by i‘;Jl wallm share his vision é:i;jahsoc‘
om brut msoq temns and dehum
ised prisoners. Wi lcm?: of support to
Carter ,AD3434, HMP Full Sutton, Moot
York Y04 1PS. Letters of protest to the g
nor at the same address,
*Benefir gig for Michal Patera, a membe
of the Czech anarcho-syndicalists, Sat 1st
(@ Arsenal Tavern, Blackstock Rd, 10 mins
Finsbury Park, with Steve Cope, the Doleclai
and North London anarcho-syndicalist ch
8pm ‘dll late £5/2.50 un . Michal is
rently faciny years hard lal after defes
ing himself from attack by 5 neo-nazis. None
the attackers have been charged. Funny th
Over a third of Czech police are members
racist organisations.

WORKERS MEMORIA
April 28th is Workers Memorial Day, a da
remember workers around the world who hi
been killed, disabled or injured at work. Th
not only highlights the preventable nature
the vast majority of workplace accidents a
health, but promotes campaigns for safety
work. In the UK alone about 500 people
killed every year in work and road rraffic a
dents, An estimated 20,000 more die each yes
from work related illness.

One of these deaths was Simon Jones,
one year ago went to work at Shorcham
for BEuromin Ltd. for the first and last
Sent by a temping agency to do one of the o
dangerous jobs in the country with no hes
and safety training. He was helping to u
ship when the grab of a crane crushed his
He died instantly.

A year on and despite every legal channel |
exhausted as well a5 a series of high-profile di
actions no-one has been prosecuted over his
In Parliament Galloway MP said F!;
r 1

*Wed 28th ﬁpﬁl]sml:est outside the Hea
Safety Executive HQ, il

Southwark Bridge) Transport s Brighton
St.Peters Ch at 11 am £1/50p Unungccs i
Simon Jones i ign, PO Box
Brighton, BN2 2DX wwawsimonjones.org

e n»dﬁ al
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Condoms are available to delight the dis

i new

jonnies (best avum by 5&i

thing to tickle everyone’s fsnc%;
down-to-earth types, Flavoured for the :
ing palate,-Schnews imagines a tasty tofu
vourted option, simﬁy marinade in soy sai
optimum results-, Noppy. for the adven
and Hand-Painted Fun %m- arty types. Sc
just hopes they taste gemz than your ave
vegan mealll Contact Condomi 0171 277 6

mhimm SchNEWS warns all readers not to be

ways be prepared to give up your clothing to friendly
officers, wha only want to get to know your particulars be
‘You will then be cool, Honest.

ayable to Justice?) Ask for "Origina
gl], Brighton, East Sussex, Bﬁ% DX



Seeing

The grass-roots animal rights movement has truly revealed its
Jiuwer over the past year with the closure of two major suppli-
4t of animals to the vivisection industry. A combination of
hlgh-profile campaigning, public support, direct action and a
liell of aload of determination has seen the end of Hillgrove
Parm and Shamrock Farm.
Hillgrove Farm was a family-run business breeding and sup-
ﬂyll'lg cits to vivisection labs worldwide for over 30 years. Based near
e wmall village of Witney in Oxfordshite it had been the target of
Sl low- profile campaign for many years. The closure of beagle-
iweders Consort Beagles in July 1997 gave the animal rights move-
Nt the boost and confidence to take on establishments such as
Hllgrove, and the Consort campaign had been an opportunity to try
il Various methods, old and new: Long-term activists had said that
W lecling of power generated at Consort demos was something
hadn't seen since the mid-80s. Thousands of activists had gone
W Ensort on a regular basis not just to express their disgust at the
Wikection industry that mutilates and murders millions of animals
il people through the drugs it produces) but to go further, and
Wil rescue animals and cause as much damage as possible to
iperty in order to close the place down.
Many of those involved in the Consort campaign turned
Il attention to Hillgrove, notorious for supplying kittens as young
1) days to a whole list of tortare labs. In time, daily demos and
it vigils were held at the entrance to the farm, regional and na-
Ml demos were organised on a regulatbasis, and firms supplying
% of materials to the Tarm’ were persuaded to stop their
5, Concerned members of the public flooded Hillgrove with
bl calls and faxes during office hours so that genuine customers
't get through. Mr Brown and his wife found themselves
Wiving all sorts of things they had never ordered, from books to
Wsliin statues of Elvis (sent to them after people had ‘mistakingly’
W Brown's address on the ‘send no money now' forms found in
Bisines). When Brown received a letter bomb courtesy of the
0 Department it was clear he had become a major target.
Amazingly, even after a huge ten-foot fence was erected around
’lesus. which was patrolled by CCTV cameras and security
RIS, M Brown's wife was still trying to run her bed and breakfast
il The ads continued to claim a “friendly atmosphere” with-
pntioning the thousand cats at the back of the farm waiting to
Mppedd to labs, and the thousands of masked and angry protest-
ventually, the bed and breakfast business had to fail after holi-
Bureaus, the Caravan Club and guide-books all removed
e from their listings, adding to the financial pressure. The
Witing Standards Authority even banned the Browns from
the word “friendly” to describe their B&B and self- catering
bays due to the constant presence of demonstrators!
National demos at Hillgrove were events that anyone who at-
will never forget. It was a ime when grass-roots activists were
i control and the police could have very little impact. Who could
the demos surrounding World Day for Laboratory Animals
thousands of people tried to storm the farm, ripping down
il pelting Brown's house with rocks that smashed probably
iclow as well as extensively damaging his roof. Protests such as
Wi iitended by up to 400 cops and cost £100,000 each time to
Iy the end of the campaign over £1.5million had been spent
iy the protests. Although the large police presence prevented
getting to the cats during most demos, eatlier on in the cam-
i activists did manage to rescue cats during a daytime action.
1 ntrepid activist who happened to be walking around Hillprove
e found a carrying box in a vehicle and decided to take it away
e examination - inside were four six-week old kittens about to
10 i lab,
The campaign attracted people from all walks of life, young
who felt equal ourrage at Brown's activities. Local support
i with 95% of people voting to close down Hillgrove in one

The Back Of Hillgrove and Shamrock

local newspaper poll. During one trial at Witney Magistrates court,
the chair of the Magistrates commented that many of them sup-
ported the protesters!

With both the Shamrock and Hillgrove campaigns, activists
were determined to stay ahead of the police. When exclusion orders
were issued, preventing protests at the farms, campaigners instead
went to the city centres of Brighton and Oxford. There was no way
they were going to simply go home, they had a message to take to
the publicand they certainly made it heard. If the police think that by
stopping campaigners from going to the hell-holes that they will
simply give in, then they have been proved wrong, This not only
gave the public a chance to hear the message, but they also saw first
hand how the police treat protesters, and it was often people out
shopping who were attacked by police. It was during the Hillgrove
campaign in particular that journalists and photographers were har-
assed and artacked by police. Despite carrying official press cards a
number of photographers were arrested and had films confiscated.
Home Secretary Jack Straw got dragged into the fight when it emerged
that his having a country cottage as a “weekend retreat” just half a
mile from Hillgrove may have been the reason for such restrictive
exclusion orders banning protests and the massive police presence.
Friends in high places ...

Shamrock (GB) Ltd was another company that had long
been a target for animal rights activists, but it wasn’t until campaign-
ers took a leaf out of the book from the Consort and Hillgrove
campaigns that things really started to move. Shamrock was setup in
1954 to supply wild caught primates for vivisection, later starting its
own breeding colonies at the site in Small Dole, West Sussex. Like
Hillgrove, Shamrock also supplied labs all over the world. The new
improved campaign kicked off in November 98, and despite 45
years in business it only took 15 months for some extremely dedi-
cated activists to finish the company off.

In the early 90s an undercover investigator from the BUAV
worked at Shamrock, keeping detailed diaries of goings on and film-
ing conditions. He exposed the day to day brutality, where monkeys
were punched, pulled out of the cages by their tails, and being re-
peatedly stabbed with a needle to try and take a blood sample. The
BUAV estimated that in the 10 years up to 1992 Shamrock had sold
40-50,000 monkeys to labs, With the vast majority being wild caught
this represents some 250,000 monkeys when deaths during caprure
and shipping are taken into account.

Once the campaigns really got going there was no stopping
them. The companies were hit from every angle. If someone sup-
plied a product to Hillgrove or Shamrock they were persuaded to
stop, A constant presence at the premises made day ro day business
uncomfortable. Those staff who weren’t wise enough to leave im-
mediately found themselves receiving mass demos outside their
homes. One Hillgrove worker finally gave in after her house was
taken over for the day by a bunch of cops awaiting 2 home demo -
apparently the mess they made with their muddy size elevens was

:
5
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just too much! Lynda King, ver and Managing Director of Sham-
rock, knows more than most people what it’s like to take on the
animal liberation movement. It has been reported that at the stroke
of the new millennium as she and her friends were singing auld lang
syne some uninvited guests improved her ventilation by smashing
all her windows. Not long afterwards an arson attack on her garage
destroyed two cars.

Rumours had abounded for some time about the closure of

sure of Hillgrove but the snowballing of an anti-vivisection cam-
paign that no-one seems able to stop.

These two establishments existed because of money, There
were big bucks to be made in supplying cats and monkeys to labs.
When you start to have an impact on that profit the incentive for
carrying on is weakened. When you have to pay for constant security
guards and spend thousands on new security measures that means less
profit at the end of the day. And when you find it difficult to find
anyone to work for your company, and you keep getting vour property
trashed, it doesn’t seem like 2 good line of business to be in after all.

The main lesson learnt from these campaigns is ‘keep atit's
Right from the start those involved most knew it could take many
years of a long hard battle until they won, but they were determined
to not give in until they had reached their goal. Animal Liberation i§
not an unachievable goal, we have to putall we have into it because:

we know we can - and will - get there.

So where does this leave us now? Hillgrove and Shamrock:
are closed but animals are still being poisoned, burned and mutis
lated in their millions in the name of ‘science’. These campaigns
make vivisection unprofitable. Closing down animal breeders will
make it more difficult - and more costly - for labs to get hold of
animals, Vivisectors will look elsewhere for employment and those
thinking about working in animal torture may think

Hillgrove, but it wasn’t untl 13th

Angust 99 that it was finally con-
firmed. The RSPCA went in that
night to take away all 800 cats to
RSPCA centres for rehoming,
The RSPCA had criticised the
campaign against Hillgrove all
along, and even after its closure
they continued to defend not

so-called civilised country.”

supporter - Oxford Mail 27.1.98

“Thank god there are people willing to
sacrifice their liberty for the sake of
defenceless animals, and prove that
common humanity does still exist in this

Marilyn Tyrrell, 94-year old Hillgrove

otherwise. Millions of people have been informed
about the realities of animal experiments. When vivi-
section becomes less profitable those companies curs
rently testing on animals will look at non-animal meths
ods of testing as a cheaper way of getting their prod=
ucts onto the market. The whole animal abuse industry’
has been shaken to the core by these campaigns, We've
still got a long hard battle ahead, but no-one ever s
this would be easy.

only Chris Brown but also his
business of supplying cats to labs. In April 2000 the RSPCA even
appointed ex-Shamrock ver Paul West as their assistant chief veteri-
nary officer! This is 2 man who was criticised for his treatment of
animals at Shamrock by even the Home Office.

The closure of Shamrock came more suddenly and surpris-
ingly. On 9th March campaigners met to plan the next stage of the
campaign. They had no need - Shamrock released a press statement
on 10th March announcing they would close as soon as the remain-
ing monkeys could be “hu-
manely relocated”. Although
this turned out to be a lie as all
the monkeys have been sent to
labs, no more animals will suf-
fer there anymore.

The strength of these
two campaigns came from the
diversity of people involved
and the diversity of actions.
From the pensioners writing let-
ters to the younger activists risk-
ing their liberty to cause finan-
cial pressure, everyone played
their part. We are all in it together
and we can all do something to
achieve animal liberation. A lot
of people were arrested during
protests against Hillgrove, and
several served prison sentences
for various “public order of-
fences”. But their sacrifices
helped achieve not just the clo-

There are now two major anti-vivisection campaigns operating
on the same lines that need your help: i
-Save the Newchurch Guinea Pigs: PO Box Evesham, Wores, Tel: 01902
-Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty: PO Box 381, Cheltenham, Glos, G
TYN. Tel: 0121 6326460
For information on grass-roots animal rights campaigns con
ARCNEWS on 01902 711 935 or james{@arcnews.demon.couk,
see \nn\:ﬂ.rcn:\\b"!:.cn_:.uk
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W Private Finance Iniative means paying more
E Dr.{em_’l Shaoul, accountancy expert

hester Iniversity. 2 !

Iiblic services sold off to big business. Pri-

11 in our schools. Worse pay and condi-

i workers, Adverts on fire es. Who

ibly be behind such dastardly schemes?

silly.

ime to the world of the Private Fi-

nitiatve (PF1), which in plain English

Wi privinsaton by the back door.
4T THEY CAME FOR THE TUBE...

ondon Underground is already the most
lve in Europe, and with plans for it to be
i private companies, fares will spiral even
Wt As with the fragmentation of Brifish
il & safety will be put at risk, services
I cut, and large scale redundancies
tion are on the cards.
N THEY CAME FOR OUR
LCHILDREN _
7 Wey four private companies have been
plintel under the PF to take over schools,
Wi Rentokil Initial (who in the past have
iihoved from one in three of its school

Iy contmcts), i ey
il buidlings will effectively be E)uvauscd,
companies will take control for up to
i, el they will decide how schools wall be
[Biside of school hours, to make profits.
' pey this will mean the privatisation
nﬁ; caretaking and repair and mainte-
york, threatening jobs, pay and condi-
Dlespite widespread opposition, the
! Iupushjngba_head spending £250,000
spare its bid.
W tiot enough New Labour have also
with ation Action Zones, al-
business to fﬁﬁ involved in run-
ation. In Sheffield the main spon-
Midland bank and Yorkshire Water.
I in Surrey, the council have an-
) |1 uits to privatise the teachers of one
| LI s,
| THEY ATTACKED OUR
I FIREFIGHTERS....
Eiizsation through the back door. ANl com-
WA for profit and this Is just not appropriate
Dbiic service.” Fireé Brigade Union
(&
SHiliters are on the brink of their first
M Sirike since the seventies over plans to
i the national framework, which sets a

il standard of working conditions
x Fire-fighters rightly see this as a
AN itning bas done to osr prbiic serveces, onr
P‘xlu\.

o Paying for a worse service.

te Finance Inititave deal to fund
ruising cash through private spon-

e :unn}r and replaces it with “local
’ Ll

) towards privitsation. One union
inon commented “We b seen what dam-
war ambance service, First they carve
erce then they sell bits off and the
i ﬂm\x" ow keen they, the London
ikle this month made a multi-million

lghting fleet and equipment.
% more.. . London are also look-
A which could include advertsing on
I8 ol fire engines!

NEXT IT WAS THE HOSPITALS

‘e’ (the Ph? like taking out a morigage from
a loan shark to buy a house which you .zfrgi;(a’}- onn
- and then discovering, 25 years dawn the line, that
the property bas been repazsessed by the lender any-
way". Francis Wheen, journalist .
| _l?]'bum husﬁigal in Durham due to open
in 2001 will be built, financed and owned by
a private sector consortium, Consort
Healthcare. In return for use of the hospital,
the local health service trusewill pay the con-
sortium £7 million every year for the next 30
years, Consort will also provide most of the
haspital’s ancillary staff, at a cost of an extra
£5 million a year.

A tfically. PE1 schemes are given the go-
ahead only if they offer better value for money
than other options. But a study by the union
UNISON shows that the cost of the PFI
scheme over 30 years will be over {22 million
more than if the public sector had built and
owned the hospital.

There will also be a reduction in services
with only half the hospital beds originally
planned and a 22 per cent cut in c]jnicaf?mff—
ing budget over the next two years _

* Workers at the University College Hospi-
tal in London recently went on a two week all
out strike over privitsation plans.

THEN EY WENT FOR THE
HOUSING BENEFIT DEPARTMENTS

Housing Benefit and Council Tax staff in
Brighton and Hove are preparing to take strike
action after the Council revealed it’s plans to
sell off their department to 4 private com-
pany called Capita. The announcement , made
only three weeks ago, was followed by an
immediate meeting where 180 people voted
unanimously for a strike ballot to defend their
jobs, and two mass pickets of the Town hall
while the issue was debarted left Councillors
in no doubt as to what the mood was.

The proposals, which will remove the entire
Housing Benefit operation to Falmer, will
mean an inevitable drop in the quality of the
service: long delays in processing claims, no
local service points, no flexibility when it
comes to overpayment demands, Capita have
ast history of incompetence(in one mis-
take 4,600 pensioners were accidentally senta
letter informing them that their housing ben-
cfit was being cur, along with an increased
council tax demandl), lying about their effi-
ciency rates -and redundancies.
The most intctcsungﬂmﬂbnut the company
is that Labour Council leader Lord Bassam lists
a consultancy with Capita in the House of Lords
Register of Tntcrestsﬂ%en news of the priva-
tisation broke, Capita’s shares rose 39p-more
money for Bassam’s chums.

The Council, worried that this is becom-
ing a local election own-goal have decided to
‘review’ the decision-a stalling tactic if ever
there was one. But with Unison deciding o
introduce a voluntary levy on all it’s Brighton
and Hove members to support a prospective
strike, the Council may have bitten off more
than it can chew.

FAT CAT SLIM

MAY 45T IS INTERNATIONAL WORKERS DAY

A recent report which studied 41 local
authorities involved in Private
Financelinitiative schemes, has concluded
that 150,000 jobs will be transferred to
the the private sector in the next 10 years.
[Job losses are estimated at 30,000.

LIFE AFTER PRIVITISATION
“Strikes in the fusire are not just going to be won
by the wethdrawd of labour - ;}’_JP are Eﬂ? to be won

by employing other methods. Having people fike Re-
claim 1he Streets(RTS) involved could go a long way
to winning other disputes in the future. RTY ge
pueblicity and canse the bosses serious financial dis-
tregs - and they can’t be sacked.” Steve, 4

Steve Hedleywas on strike with other raitway
maintainance workers and engineers over pay
and conditions, Since Em_tlsatlﬂﬂ the compa-
nies that bought Brinsh Rail have been making
around [Trullion a day profit and Railtrack a
similar amount. Meanwhile maintenance work-
ers are taking home around £135 a week after
tax for a 37-39 hour week. -
_ During the dispute Steve was at Euston
Station on a picket line when a scab van drove
straight at the picket line, On its way past it
was alledged that a wing mirror was cracked
on the van and Steve was blamed. However
two independent thm aphers and even
Railtracks own CCTV showed that Steve
wasn’t the person. Still, the Railtract sub-con-
tractors sacked him and even though the case
was thrown out of court, the company have
refused [()SEﬁ‘% him hlsgub back.

CHEFS DISPUTE

Last November 273 airline catering work-
ers at Heathrow airport were sacked just three
hours after going on an official one-day strike
over worsening pay and conditions. People
on holiday pay or sick that day were sacked.
th,Tlhe cnma[ﬁny LSG Laufthansa Sﬁ;}‘(t‘i_'hefs arﬁ

: biggest airline catering company in the work
sunﬁ:lg:g% SieHincs with pre-tax pgnﬁrs of £2

3
- million'in 1997, Meanwhile sacked workers do-

iniga 60 hour shift could expect a take-home pay
of just £220 a week. : e
1e strike, which has received virtually no
Euress, is seen by many as a pointer to the
ture, If Skychéfs get away with ir, then all
theirworkers will evenrually be forced towork
under worse conditions for longer hours and

lﬁ%ﬁi_v :
fe's & mass picket on Monday 3rd May 9
am- 1 pm at Fagg’s Rd off the A30, south end
of Heathrow airport. Assemble opposite the
‘Green Man’ pub (5 mins walk from Hatton
Cross mbe station.

THE STRI SUPPORT GROUP
-aims to give financial aid to workers in strug-
g,lca give striking workers resources to print
and publish their own leaflets etc., and o
physically support pickets and other
demonstations of workers in dispute.

For a copy of their newsletter send SAE to
145 [m{fcnnl Ave,, Victoria Rd., London, N16
BHL Tel 0171 249 0041 They meet every Mon-
day at the CockTavern, Phoenix Rd., Lon-
don NW1 at 7.30 pm

fﬁgclnim the Streets 0171 281 4621;
rts{@gn.ape.or

fgla%nng:,p\ £ ‘%insr Privatisaton, ¢/o PO Box
8446, London, NIT6NZ

Cam\%:lgﬂ Against Tube Privatisation

47¢ eson St., Bethnal Green, London,
E29DP- Tel 0181 Y81 8065

_ Anarchist Trade Union Network PO Box

‘NMAB B8 Ab by




MAY DAY/BELTANE

The celebration of Beltane heralds the sart
of the summer in the pagan calender - signify-
ing the death of winter and the return of the
warm weather. BEL-TENE'A goodly fire”.
Traditionally people jumped the fire together|
and alone to purity, to cleanse and to bring fer-
tility. The TEIN-EIGIN, the sacred fire, was
kindled after all the fires in the community had
been put out. Beltane is the celebration of the
sacred marriage. A festival for friends and lov-
ers, for joining energies together and for hon-
ouring that union. It is a time to honour sex in
is raw state as part of the cycle, nature and the
expansive energy of this dme. So ger out into
the fields, light a fire and indulge in some loved-
up beltane celebrations.

THE HAYMARKET
MARTYRS

May 1886 and 80,000 workers and their
families walk down Chicago’s Michigan Av-
enue in the world’s first ever May Day Parade.
At the same time 340,000 workers in 12,000
factories across the US down tools to demand
an eight hour day in order to spread work
among the thousands made unemployed by
new ‘labour saving” machinery. The next day
Chicago police attack peaceful strikers with
guns and clubs, killing and wounding sev-
eral. On May 3rd 6,000 striking
lumberworkers march to the aid of strikers
at the Mcormick Harvester factory who have
been locked out over a wage dispute. When
pickets try to stop scabs from entering the
plant, the cops attack again, opening fire kill-
ing four and wounding many others. Out-
. raged at this a protest is called for the next day

at the Haymarket Square.

The meeting was peaceful and a shower of
rain soon sent away most of the crowd. How-
ever, with only a few hundred people remaing
the police once again attacked - a bomb was
thrown and exploded among the police who
immediately opened fire. Several cops and
many workers were killed.

It has never been discovered who threw
the Haymarket bomb, but it was certainly
none of the eight anarchists who were put
on trial for it. Six of them were not ever there!
Yet the trial with biased judge and hysterical
press ensured a guilty verdict and condemned
5 of the 8 to death. Despite worldwide pro-
tests Parsons, Spies, Fischer and Engels were
hanged on November 11th (Ling had com-
mitted suicide the previous day). Six years later
the state governor released the survivors from
jail, admitting that there had no evidence to
link any of the 8 with the Haymarket bomb.

On 14th July 1889, on the 100th anniver-
sary of the Bastille Day, an American delegate
at the International Labour Congress in Paris
proposed that May 1st be officially adopted
as a workers holiday. This was unanimously
approved and since then May Day has served
as a date for international solidariry.

PROTEST CAMPS

AVON RING ROAD Trying to stop Bris-
tol’s answer to the M25 being built. People
with experience of tunnelling would be most
welcome, as would anyone else. Directions:
from Bristol train station catch the 48 or 49
bus to the end of the route (Sainsburys), go
down the hill and turn right. The camp is
another minute’s walk, and is opposite the
security compound. Tel: 0797 999 0389.

BIRMINGHAM NORTHERN RE-
LIEF ROAD Camps set up to try and stop
England’s first toll motorway. Directons:
From the centre of Birmingham take the 105
or 105A bus to Roughley Terminus, Carry
on walking in the direction the bus was
going, past a beech wood on the left and
past Turf Pits Lane. They could use mate-
rials for treehouses plus some tarpaulin,
Tel: 07931 161761,

LYMINGE FOREST After barttling
against the Rank organisation fora couple of
years (who want to build a massive leisure
complex), the camp has almost won against
the entertainment giants. Rank have lost in-
terest, but there’s a rumour that planning
permission may be sold to Center Parcs.

The local council in Kent wants to sell
the land, but will have to do so by August.
Tel: 01303 257046.

FASLANE PEACE CAMP 5till hassling the
“Trident base next door, after 16 years the campis
still going strong, Contact: 01436 820901,

MANCHESTER A camp has been set
up to stop Manchester Airport PLC cutting
down trees at Cedars Wood. A few days ago
nearly 30 cops raided the camp without a
warrant and arrested 5 people and nicked off
with boltcroppers and tools {rcplacenl’ents
most welcome!). More people are needed to
keep the two camps going, local support is
still strong, There is a stay of execution ill
October when the House of Lords will make
their decision. A party is planned for June
21st. Tel: 07931 931850

WOMENS PEACE CAMPS

SELLAFIELD Womens Peace Camp. 16
Sholebroke Ave, Leeds. LS7 3HB. Tel:
01132621534, Email { marked clearly for the
peace camp) cornersione(@gnapc.org

ALDERMASTON Womens Peace Camp.
Contact Helen, 33 Heron Rd, Brstol. 0117
9393746

MENWITH HILL Womens Peace Camp.
Outside Menwith Hill US NSA Spy Base,
Kettlesing Head Layby, A59, Harrogate. HG3
2RA. Tel: 01943 468393

GREENHAM COMMON WOMENS
PEACE CAMP. Yellow Gare, Greenham
Common, Newbury, Berks. Tel: 01374
136728. Between7-9.30pm only.Permanent
camp outside main gate of Greenham Com-
mon. Organises information about and ac-
tions against, the production of trident at
Aldermaster and Burghfield.

RECOMMENDED

Festival Eye

New issue out in next couple of week
All the usual listings and reviews
fringe,mainstream,alternative festiv
camps, partys and protests, Send £2.508
large SAE to BCM 2002, London, wC
3IXX

WWW, fcsriva.ié'c.cum

THE ECOLGIST

Climate Crisis Special Issue. Ess
magazine £3.50 + postage from Cissb
House, Furze View, Five Oaks Rd., Sk
W.Sussex, RH13 TRH

undercurrents 10

The final edition of the “alternative n
video™ is out now featuring workers
Bosnia, pie attack, Big Brother aw
Adbusters, plus all yer global direct
news available for £15 from 16B Cheg
St., Oxford, OX4 1BG Tel 01865 243

JUNE 18th

At last the June 18th video is out.d
minutes of sizzling video to inspire you
your friends. The video is free IF y
going to show it to groups, at meetin,
just send a stamped addressed jiffy bag
enough stamps for a video to Recla
Streets, PO box 9656, London N4 5%

: SURVIVAL GUI
o Outsoon, featuring SchNEWS i
o 151 - 200 + articles, photos, cartoon:
» 2 comprehensive contacts listof 500
® roots proups. Order your coj
* NNNNNNNOOOOOOW W
: £6 + SAE 93 pence worth of stam|

FREE PARTY GUID

Despite the best efforts of the au
people are still putting on free parties
down the country. Here’s a few do’s an
just in case you stumble wide-eyed ac
*Be prepared to be self sufficient. Facilirie
be minimal. 1
*Park sensibly, keep site roads clear,
*Be friendly to local residents, ramblers
you're at a free party!
*Bury your shitll
*Don’t trash the site - take a bin bag
*Fires - use dead not live wood (it don's
in any case).
*Make a donation - if someone passes a bl
round, don’t be a mean git. It costs
put on a free event.

*Know your rights - Get yourself a
CARD, 10p from Release. Advice line 017
9904 Emergency Help Line 0171
Eujoy yourself - and don’t let the party pogp

down!




ITS

Y....lll-
i ) LLANTRISANT FREE FESTI-
Mid Glamorgan, S.Wales; 0973 399220
8l Nih and Sun 9th STREETS OF
BMTON FESTIVAL on-the-beach in-
The Firestarter Stage with Zion Train,
Mk collective, Max Pashm, the super-
Al # Skiffle Sensation, Kyras Tortoise and
iomenal, unmissable, legendary Lucy Wild
(ivn villcabamba sistal) Tel: D181 986
W continentaldrifts.uk.com/..Sat 8th
IN THE BALKANS, Stop the War
'.’ el Embankment 12 noon. Tel 0171
04, Sat 8th HULL RECLAIM THE
Meet, Pearsons Park, off Beverly Rd.
8 Undercurrants 10 & comedian
ns at New Theatre Royal, Guildhall
Wsouth 7pm th-16th HAGUE
for PEACE for the abolition of war.
il Conference. Tel: 0181 347 6162.
| nce.org... Thurs 13th WORLD
MHMAN DAY, Foreshadowed by the
b comet, starfishman left the womb
Wan and came ashore at Whithy on May
\ LUelebrate by doing Starfishmanly
i your own devising, in your own
] {3' Tue 18 Home educators Fes-
i and educational activities,
Bset; 0171 813 5907.Fri 14th Na-
0 wgainst Live Exports from 9am,
Wi car-park, whitfield. Tel: 01304
filldth London Anarchist Forum
Priday, 8pm, Conway Hall, 25 Red
jite, London WCIR 4RL. Tube
ttous talks and discussions Tel 0181
St 15 London Permaculture
Ml | | lam-Tpmy, lunch 1.30pm, at the
Shmmunity Nursery, 81 Crouch Hill,
Il Buses'W7, 91, 41, 210, Tube: Arch-
ity Park £5-25 (sliding scale). Tel:
| 105 Sar 15th FREEDOM FOR
N FREEDOM FOR KURDISTAN!
Sth May, 1pm, Malet Steeet WC1, Tel:
" 215t ~24th Action camp against
JA20). Nt Lubeck{(N.Germany). Protest-
I [ Europe will be reimbursed for
N expenses(as long as you don’t fly).
 Itween 25 and 40 dm. e%;:::/nrganic

street tl

I, © i tre, RTS
1'4“#5. 0451 57070646.
[l A

Email:
i z.Fri 21st Demo at
i En Zeneca’s AGM. Tel: 0161
L estival 99 Devonshire Green,
A 225 4158.22 May — 20th June
WContinental Cararvan will be in
il SN0 activists from across the globe
il 10 Hurope to bring the concerns of
Wiy 10 the hear of the North. Telling
e and economic globalisation is
lives of the poor. Contact the ICC
ming Committee, 39 Thornhill
N1 IBE Tel 07970 896736 email
Lo, Sat 22nd Citizens As-
Abaolition of War, Wesemin-
L Tel: 0181 347 6162...5Sat 22nd
BALL and the 6th EROTIC
A, The Pleasure Rooms, 604
l wm. Contact Sexual Freedom
1 460 1979 wwwisfc.orguk..Sat
Wtk Organics community
iy ll‘“t}'. gardening, music. Bring a
B thwards 01273 388673..5un
il Porest Garden and Wildlife
il Moulsecoomb Railway Station,
L Road) Open Day 12 noon dll
WA 15, 28th-31st BLANDFORD
VAL, Stour Park, Dorset. Ala-
n + Headmix + Rory McLeod
] th-31st Animal Gathering
[ Lireenacres Sancruary, Marston
L N Uttoxeter, Derbyshire. Tel: 0171

Juie 2nd Alternative to the EU

Summit, Cologne Details from Bundnis Koln
99, KornerstraBe 69, 50823 Koln, Tel
492219520008 email koeln99@gmx net..Sat
29th EUROPE-WIDE-MARCH. Cologne.
Against unemployment, job insecurity, Social
Exclusion and racism.Tel: 0191 222 0299, Email:
EUROMUK@aol.com...5at 29th ORGANIC
FESTIVAL, Arundel ..Sat 29th CAAT day-
school-planning action against DSEi arms
fair(14-17 Sept) 10-5pm, Conway Hall, Red
Lion Square, WC1. Tel: 0171 281 0297..Mon
st GSTON GREEN FAIR. Canbury
Gardens, Kingston, Surrey. Tel: 0181 974
#883. Mon 31st Anti B, demo. Sur-
rey County Show, Guilford, 10.30am-5.30pm.
Tel:0790 181 4936

JUNE.......

Tue 1st LONDON to STONEHENGE
WALK begins. Meet Battersea Park Peace Pa-
goda noon onwards phone Willie X 0171 722
4781..Fri 4th-Sun 6th COVENTRY
FESTIVAL..Sat 5th STRAWBERRY
FAYRE Mid Summer Common, Cambridge
FREE!. 4th-6th LIVING LONDON FESTI-
VAL, environmental music festie Battersea Park,
www.proteusweb.com/gp/. Tues Bth World
Oceans Day. Walks, talks, exhibitions and
wevents worldwide, Tel: 0171 924 2355..Tues
8th Protest nadlted for the right to be naked in
public outside 2pm- Buckingham Palace. Con-
tact: 208 Foleshill Rd. Coventry, CV1 4]/H...Thur
10 Possible Referendum for a ban on geneti-
cally modified food. Under the 1972 Local Gov-
ernment Act if 10 local authority electors in a
parish vote for a referendum then one has to be
called. For a campaign pack ring 01226
762359..Fri 11th National Goldfish Day .
For goldfish freaks everywhere, put your best
fish forward and boogie on down...Sat 12 Na-
tional demonstration against Hillgrove cat
vivisection farm. Meet 12 noon at Hillgrove,
Whitney, Oxfordshire 001386 833846 ..Sat 12th-
Sun 13th STOKE NEWINGTON CHURCH
STREET FESTIVAL...12TH-20TH STOP
THE ARMS TRADE WEEK- An International
Week of Action. Contact Campaign Against the
Arms Trade (CAAT) Tel: 0171 281 0297

y 14th-20th National
Vegetarian Week . Vegetarian Sociery, Tel: 0161
928 0793

JUNE 18th INTERNATIONAL DAY
OF PROTEST AND CARNIVAL

On the first day of the meeting of the G8
Summit in Cologne, Germany a global day of
direct action is being planned, aimed at the heart
of the global economy/ financial ing districts.
Actions are planned to take place in 35 countries
across the world. In the UK people are taking
their action to the City of London, Groups in-
cuding London Animal Action, Campaign Against
Ar‘ri!-‘::zg Trade, Third World First, London
Greenpeace/ Mclibel and Reclaim The Streets are
planning openly advertised action for people to
get involved in. Autonomous groups around the
are also planninF Actions to carry out on the day.
For info n your local groups contact Reclaim The
Streers. A bookler about how the City works and
detailed map of the area is also available for a
SAE from _rlﬂ info, Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd,,
Ogxford, OX4 1RG i

19th =20th LEAMINGTON PEACE FES-
TIVAL, Warwick (freel) 01926 421830..18th —
27th SPACE 1999-10 Days That Shook The
Universe!ll A celebration of independent, com-
munity-based space exploration including * games
of 3 —sided F{}beall‘[.-)'{]] night parties/ training
for raves in space* Workshops on how to be-
Come an aulonomous astronaut*Sex in space.
The Association of Auronomous Astronauts are

YER SCHNEWS PARTY
IND PROTEST SUMMER GUIDE

keen to hear from those with access to venues,
satellites, soundsystems, rocket technology Con-
ract: Space 1999 c/o BM Box 3641,
LondonWCIN 3XX. www.deepdisc.com/ana
...21st-26th Global Week of Action against
Quintles Animal Tests. For info on events tel:
01562 745778, Email: sqat@messages.to..Mon
21st STONEHENGE SUMMER SOL-
STICE CELEBRATION! The exclusion zone
has been lifted but in anticipation of a renewal
of the old festivities police say their operation
will be “adjusted accordingly” SUNSET
8.49pm ar the Stones —BST-.. Tues22nd SUN-
RISE (nearest to solstice) 4.5%am ar the Stones-
BST- www.geocities.com /soho /9000 /
glastone htm. Fri 25th-Sun 27th GLASTON-
BURY FESTIVAL, Pilton, Somerset

JULY........

Fri 2 — Sun 4 Bracknell Festival South Hill
Park Tel 01344 484123, Sun 4th FREE FESTI-
VAL OF GLOBAL RIGHTS 12noon-10pm
(Hackney Marshes). Thur 8- Sun 11 Larmer Tree
Music Festival Wilts; £50; 01722 415223
wwwlarmertree.demon.co.uk. Sat 10th BIG DAY
OUT, Milton Keynes. 10th-11th T IN THE
PARK, Gl +15th-17th SEVEN REVELS,
Forest of Dean ..17th-18th MUSIC IN THE
SQUARE , Portsmouth 01705 357593

Sat 17 Derby Punx Picnick Bass Recreational
Ground..Sun 18th ASHTON COURT FREE
FESTIVAL, Bristol...Fri 23 — Sun 25 Foot-
hills, Wales..Sat 24th No Animal to Hu-
man Transplants Action Day , Jesus Green,
Cambridge. Tel:0114 2530020 They want to break
the world record for the biggest ever ring-a-roses
{over 12,000 people) so come aut to playll.. Wed
28th-1st Aug Northern Green Gathering, on
an organic farm in West Yorkshire. £30 0113
2249885.. 30th-8th Aug THE 4TH ANAR-
CHIST SUMMERCAMP. Near Hannover
Germany. Tel: 0531/82909.

AUGUST.......

1st-21st MOONSHADOW ECLIPSE
FAMILY CAMP, Cornwall..6th-8th THE
BIG CHILL ‘ENCHANTED GARDEN 99°,

Email: a-

Salisbury Tel: 0181 372 9735;
zhigchi i.,6th-15th SUNSHADOW
FESTIVAL, Cornwall

ssMain hun. 6th — 12¢th LIZARD ECLIPSE
FESTIVAL, near Plymouth, Devon .6th-12th
MEGADOG SON-OF-A-BEACH FESTI-
VAL www.thepulsecouk/megadog/
index.huml. 7th-14th CORNISH ECLIPSE
STONE FESTIVAL..9th-12th TOTALITY!

Newquay Tel: 01637 871999
i ity. ;/..10th-11th ECLIPSE
PARTY. + camping for one week. [25

espli i/ eclipse. Wed 11th

TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE...BOOM
SHANKAR! Who turned the fuckin® lights
out..Wed 11 World Earth Healing Day Tcl
0181 806 3828 email
WEHD@freenet.co.uk..Mon 13th ABBEY
PARK FESTIVAL, | eicester ..21st - 22nd V99
Chelmsford i ..29th-30th
NOTTINGHILL HILL CARNIVAL
FREE...28th-30th EXODUS FREE FESTI-
VAL, Luton. Don't miss this one.

SEPTEMBER.....

14th-17th Demonstrations against the
Defi 8 ip International,
Chertsey and London Dockiands arms fair. Cam-
paign Against The Arms Trade 0171 281 0297

. 1/1/00. SATANIC ORGY.Royston Parish
Church. Please bring condoms and a partner
Ruth Kertle Project.




JUST LIKE THE SIXTIES

As SchNEWS went to press, students at Sussex
University were still occuping the finance office
of their administration building following the
threatened expulsion of 89 smdents over non pay-
ment of fees. They said they would remain until
their demands were met- that no student would be
expelled for non payment and that there would be
no repercussions on students involved in the occu-
pation. University management responded by bar-
ricading a fire door and cutting off electricity to
the occupied part of the building, although they
later agreed it was a fire risk and re-connected it.

In Court yesterday morning, a rather senile old
judire bored everyone with anecdotes about his
involvernent in the University choir. He then went
on at great length about how much he loved the
University before declaring he had no conflicr of
interest. He also granted the University posession
before hearing the defense case, and told to them
to be out by 2pm, despite the fact that the wrong
papers wete served, and he was obviously biased
against the stadents (he refused to call them stu-
dents, and instead preferred ‘undergraduates’).
Apparently the University’s solicitors used to rep-
resent squatters and hippies in the T0s!

Some rather interesting memos from univer-
sity management about the previous proposed
occupations at Sussex in 1994 also surfaced,
which showed that the Stpdent Union at the
time was in the pockets of management and
was told to sabotage the occupation debate. The
Union Officers were supposed “to take on the
opposition at the EUGM and not be defensive”.
Nice to know they were sucking up for the in-
terests of students who elected them. The uni-
versity was also wortied that there were ‘sleep-
ers’ on the staff who would help the students,
and that they had links with anarchists from
Brightan, and that they were more of 4 problem
than the SWP. How flattering!

* Campaign for Free Education National Con-
ference, Wed May 12, Sheffield Hallam Univer-
sity Union 11am - 5pm Debate + pratical work-
shops. Contact CFE, PO Box 22615, London,
N41 WT email cfe@gn.ape.org

A BRIDGE TOO FAR

Simon Jones died when he was sent to do
highly skilled work in Shoreham docks as 4 ste-
vedare with no health and safety training, Within
two hours he was dead. A year on and despite a
high level direct action campaign no-one has been
charged with his death.

So on Wednesday (Workers Memorial Day),
fifty people including his family, gathered our-
side the Health and Safery Executive HQ in
London to pay their respects with a minute’s
silence. Health and Safety have done nothing to
bring Simon’s killers to justice, so people de-
cided to occupy Southwark Bridge for an hour,
stopping the traffic by unfurling banners across
the street and blowing whistles and shouting,
Despite this direct action, when Simon’s par-
ents and a few of the group gained access to the
director of the Executive, Jenny Bacon, she
fobibed them off, telling Simon’s annt to “shush™
This high ranking government official denied
receiving 5 letters sent by Simon’s mum, and
claimed that investigating 1 in 20 serious inju-
ries in workplaces was acceprable due to budget
restrictions, Jenny Bacon chose not to respond
when asked what chance peaple would have of
having their grievances heard, if they didn’t oc-
cupy bridges in central London.

Simon Jones Memorial Campaign ¢/o on the
fiddle, PO Box 2600, brighton, E.Sussex BN2
2DX 01273 685913

www. Simonjones.orguk

Subscribe! - —— -

Keep SchNEWS FREE! Just send 1st Class stam
you can make copies. Post free to all prisoners.

SchNEWS in brief

Cheeky protestors from the No Opencast
group have put in a planning agp]icarirm for a
20 acre opencast mine on the site of the
Millenium Dome! There’s gonna be a grand
opening ceremony on May 9th 1.30 pm at
Westcombe park Staton (Charing Cross to
Dartford line) Contact 0181 767 3142 ** John
Tyndall, the leader of the British National
Party, has been invited to address the Oxford
Union (University Debating Society) on Mon-
day 17th May. Protest to Oxford Union, Frewin
Court, Oxford,0X1 3]B Tel(D1865) 241353 E-
mail:President (Theo Mills): =
union.org ** MayDay is the offical opening of
the LOFT (Library of Free Thought)in Penzance.
It will be selling anarchist and alternative books,
mags, postcards with meeting space. Contact
LOFT, PO Box 19, Penzance, TR18 2YP Tel
01736 331236 ** A ‘No War but the Class
War' discussion group has been set up in Lon-
don for people from differing political back-
grounds-anarchist, Trotskyist, libertarian Marx-
ist etc., who oppose NATO intervention but
want to maintain a socialist or working class
perspective. Meet every Wed, 7.30pm, Conway
Hall, Red Lion Sq., Londan WC1. Holbarn rube.
Email: i =
Ecstasy.org website, is being relaunched on
Wed Feb 3rd. Hosting the first on-line edition
of Nicholas Saunders last book on ecstasy: “Ee-
stasy Reconsidered”™- the most comprehensive
and aurhoritative work on the subject to date.
For scientific rescarch-user experiences and the
interactive ecstasy testing darabase surf on into

” porg For info, Tel: 01718369404 or
email: ai i 1 * London Anar-
chist Black Cross, supporting class struggle pris-
oners, if you want to fight, inform and organise
against the prison system then join ‘em at 7.30pm,
Ist and 3rd Tues of every month, Red Rose
Pub, 129 Seven Sisters rd. N7 (tube Finsbury
Park) email: london ABC@hormail.com**CrM.

RIOT NOT DIET!

FREE CAKE!At the no-diet day celebrations,
Thurs 6th May at 4pm in the Pavillion gardens
(or Chuechill Sq. if it's raining)Bring your bellies
and bikinis and let it all hang out..bare your
beauty-if you've got it, flaunt it!The dier indus-
try is there to make money out of our insecuri-
ties, remember the saying “you can never be fga rich
or too thin"? Well who wants w be a capitalist
bastard and waste their life obsessing about their
weight? Learn to love your body as it really is.
Babes and boyz welcome of all shapes and sizes,
WE'LL BE HAVIN'IT LARGE!

BELT UP

People who said the building of the Newbury
Bypass would lead to the opening of greenbelt
land had their worse fears confirmed on Wednes-
day, when planning permission was given o
VODAFONE to build a massive new HQ on a
greenfield site in the arca.
~ One resident told SchNEWS “Vodaphones atti-
tude to this town has been appalling, nothing less
than blackmail, telling residents they would pull
out of the town if they did not get planning per-
mission.”

Vodaphone refused to contemplate moving
to other sites such as vacated MoD site or
Greenham Common (which they reckoned was
a security risk because of the peace women there
- all three of them.)

Funnily enough, Vodaphone were supporters
of the pro-bypass campaign.

ing the six hour Council meeting it was esti-
mated that the company had earned around half a
million pounds.

—----__-----_---—-—
5 %20 for next 20 issues) or donations g:aagblc tollust.icc? Ask for "Origin
chNEWS, c/o on-the-fiddle, P.O. Box 26
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BIGGHAM BULLSHII

“Itis for Sir Robin to accuse
T.V. of incitement to violence when he
director of a company arms to a s
force which tortures and kills it’s own people

Rachel Harford, CAAT.

Sir Robin Biggham, a director of Bri
Aerospace(BAe), would seem to be engaged
‘serious conflict of interest’ or blatant hypa
tisy con his role as chairman of the
pendent Television Commission(ITC). He s &
patently unaware of the irony of the ITC
sion to revoke the license of the Kurdish
lite station Med T.V. for repeatedly flouting
regulations on incitement to violence and ie
partiality by sympathising with Turkey’s K
scparatists. Strange, considering thar BA
landed an $18 million contract to start lice
production in Turkey of assault rifles and
nade launchers for the security forces whose rep
tation for human rights abuses have been
peatedly documented, So the senile old basta
is not pi to tolerate the use of w to
courage violence but sees no problem with
company selling arms to a security force w
rortures and kills it's own people, an inci
keeping with their long-term tendency to §
arms to tepressive regimes. Since the g
be made locally in Ankara, BAc avoids havi
apply for an export license-a handy lirtle
The factory in Ankara is now ex%(arring 500
chine guns to the Indonesian Police,
types these guys!

BA s also currently trying to buy a Roman
lic Church in Wharton, Lancashire, so it
Erove access to the factory where 16 Hawk

eing built for Indonesia. BAes Don
kindly explained to protesters “sometimes you
to leave your conscience at the door” In
words, as long as the cash keeps rolling in ¢
don’t give a shit. Tel: CAAT on 0171 281
web-site: www: gn.ape,org/caat

Ever wished you could get SchNEW
off the web and print it out so it looks
the real thing? Well now you can. All;
need is an internet connection, W
browser, the Acrobat Reader and anys
printer. See our web-site for more infa

..and fina

Spooky goings-on's at the new HQ for the In
gence and Security Centre (ISC, an all-semy
agency established in 1996 to coordinate €
intelligence operations) Apparently the 858
old Chicksands Priory near Bedford, 15 hauni
at least nine spirits, including a nun called
who was entombed after being forced to
her lover’s execution. After several sighti
explained laughter and moving lights in
pied rooms, the MoD deployed surveillance
ment and seismic sensors but drew a b

of the 18C, Brigadier Chns Holten, appre
irony of an intelligence agency being ha
spooks. He believes the apparitions are

of “traumatic events impanted in the fabrc
building”. Permission has been obtained for
investigation involving 1SC personnel usi
tech pressure sensars, night vision recordes
red video, temperature and movement sl
prove Brig, Holten's conviction that there is
itual element to the intelligence business™

DISCLAIMER....

SchNEWS warns all readers 1o get their #
out and give the Private Finance Initative a
kickin® otherwise whar’s left of our public
will go down the tube.Honest

PS. Don't forpet Reclaim The Sereers Pag
Saturday. Bus dckets from Brighton Peace

PPS. Tune into radio 4A this Sunday 1
wards 106.6 fm-worth listening to-,

, Brighton, East Sussex, BN22



'Cannabis Mayday Festival Triumphs

o
ten thousand people gathered in the sun-
iIhe on Clapham Common for the hugely
Jecessfiul Mayday Cannabis Festival.

' ﬁentertainment lice
ions to the scale of the

ol the UK prlson populatlon presently tncarcerated for

Cannabis offences. Using Home Office figures, it is now
estimated that nearly a £1 billion a year is spent on legal
aid, policing, court costs and prison expenditure as a direct
result of Cannabis remaining illegal.

Mayday Cannabis demonstrations and events also took
place in 36 cities around the world including New York,
Aukland, Sydney and Tel Aviv. Check the Cannabis coali-
tion's web-site at www.schmoo.co.uk/mayday for more info.

...A new Britain ... but yet irrefutably ...
the same old Britain...
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have you dropped something?” Cannabis Mayday, Clapham Common

“Excuse me Sii',

SQUOTES 31/3/00

“The sizeable community who use soft drugs recreationally....want a change in the law
which reflects what is already happening at social gatherings, small and large, every night
of the week. It is dismal that this reality, reflected in the report [Police Foundation report
recommending a different approach to drugs], carries no weight with the government and
it's disappointing drugs tsar, who....appears to be performing a huge u-turn on the more
enlightened approach he adopted as a senior officer.”

POLICE REVIEW

i
-

“Tick-a-teenth, Miss?”

i

community dr.g educaion wrm?

SOBIZOTE0  wmd




SMOKE SIGNALS -7 0177

Pot debate comes to the boil

What a breath of fresh air it was when Alex Salmond, head of
Ihe Scottish Nationalist Party, stirred the political stagnancy last
yoar when asked by an inferviewer whether he’'d ever smoked
he replied. "But | never exhaled.”

annabis. “Yes,”

Until recently, truthful or even topically humourful com-

Wil about drugs has been an endangered species on the

(ulitieal eircuit. Besides the odd wry comment from the likes
I Haimond, very few politicians have been prepared to utter
fl the majority refuse to publicly acknowledge; that the
II<'n tortuously out of touch drug policy is both fallacious and
Nnliraly unsuccessful.

The only air circulating amidst this parliamentary stag-
1oy has been from Paul Flynn, the Labour MP for Newport
/nl, an ardent campaigner for the legalisation of Cannabis
11l i wider overhaul of the drug policy. Evidently more inter-

It In public health than in career promotion (a rare crea-
i In political circlest), Flynn is to present a private mem-
11 blll before parliament later this year advocating a radical
ahaul of the UK's national drug policy. It has little chance
I ienching the statute books without government support,
I there's no stopping Flynn's efforts fo provoke a more rel-
il debate. In March he announced he would ask British
11" 1o support the licensing of Amsterdam style cafes where
ari can buy and smoke their joints legally.
His familianty with the issue Europe-wide has led to
wlection as a rapporteur to the Council of Europe’s Social
iy and Health Committee which is currently examining
i1 policy in the two European countries it considers to have
most “repressive” drug policies, the UK and Switzerland.
win's little doubt that Flynn stands out a mile from the rest
I bowering colleagues who shy in the shadows fearful of
wind of management reprimand which has imprisoned the
(s of intelligent political voices for years.
Until recently this dearth of decent debate has been
iiunted only by the odd medical expert or senior police
lionr who, frustrated by the obvious lack of policy suc-
., have stepped out of line to advocate a different ap-
1th to the zero tolerance policy inherited and champi-
i1 by Uncle Jack Straw and Labour’s lackey drugs czar,
i Hallawell.
And yet seventy six per cent of those imprisoned for
(| vllenees in the UK are incarcerated for Cannabis of-
ui, and according to a recent Europe-wide survey, more
|1l smoke Cannabis in the UK than anywhere else in Eu-

‘o there was little doubt that the pot debate definitely

lndl n stir and at the end of March it finally got one.

I wo years ago, the Police Foundation appointed an

11 streng team of high level academics and social pro-
Itnals to conduct an independent inquiry into certain
(et of UK drug policy.
I he committee - part sponsored by the Princes Trust
lidled a chief constable, an assistant chief constable, a
(uter, a headmistress and four professors in Neurophar-
nlogy, Moral Philesophy, Economics and Social Work

Ihair lengthy investigation included a visit to Am-

lnm, & European city much maligned by right-wing
lnicints but one which boasts an impressive record on
ding with hard drug abuse. Committee member John
nillon, Chief Constable of Fife, described Amsterdam
living a “relaxed and unthreatening atmosphere”. You

Where I'lo You Want To Grow Today?
IWwanna Go Home

iUnderground Update

features

Sauall Pics

Fronthine Comimunigue

Stquotes
' J 1 fiesources
might imagine he'd Links
wish the same of Fife. from Our Corres unuamte
When General s ——

Barry McCaffrey, the current US drugs czar, cashgated Hol-
land for the social consequences of its liberal drug policy,
the Dutch responded by publishing a series of comparative
statistics on their US embassy website. In everyone of them,
from incidence of drug use in minors to murders related to
drug offences, the Dutch fared far better than the US.

McCaffrey muttered a retraction of his aceusation
when pressed on the subject during a press conference he
conducted on a recent UK visit but in the midst of our pain-
fully muted public debate, his retraction went entirely unre-
ported in the mainstream press.

At long last however, the Independent Inquiry into
the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 published its media splashed
report on March 28 2000 and prized the gag from the mouth
of the debate.

The Inquiry concentrated specifically on the Misuse of
Drugs Act 1971 and therefore did not take in all aspects of
drug policy. But its recommendations include significant shifts
in the legal classification of drugs; the wider implications of
which will prove difficult for the Home Office to ignore.

According to the committee’s chairperson, Viscount-
ess Runciman: "We have concluded that the most dangerous
message of all is the message that all drugs are equally dan-
gerous. When young people know that the advice they are
being given is either exaggerated or untrue in relation to less
harmful drugs, there is a real risk they will discount every-
thing else they are told.”

In response, the report recommends that drugs should
be legally reclassified in order to reflect their social impact.
That Ecstasy and LSD are not as harmful as Crack and
Heroin and therefore should be relegated to Class B status
rather than class A. And that Cannabis should be reduced
to a Class C drug, with police officer's directed to only fine
or caution those found in possession.

The provocative nature of the committee's recom-
mendations compounded a similarly radical report published
recently by Cleveland Police. Backed by Cleveland's Chief
Constable, Barry Shaw, the report notes: “There is over-
whelming evidence to-show that the prohibition-based policy
in place in this country since 1971 has not been effective in
controlling the availability of, or use of, proscribed drugs. If
there is indeed a ‘'war on drugs’ it is not being won; drugs
are demonstrably cheaper and more easily available than
ever before. If prohibition does not work, then either the
consequences of this have to be accepted or an alternative
approach must be found. The most obvious alternative ap-
proach is the legalisation and subsequent regulation of some
or all drugs.”

However, in the first few days after the publication of
the Inquiry report, the Home Office issued flat rejections of its
recommendations and chose to ignore altogether the strong
suggestions put forward by Cleveland Police.

But then something unusual happened in the land of



Britain; something which Jack Straw’s playsafe to the grey
galleries could not ignore. The media supported the Inquiry's
recommendations to an extent hitherto unwitnessed in the
UK. Unbelievable though it may seem, the official newspaper
of the right wing old boy network, the Daily Telegraph, pub-
lished an editorial headlined “An experiment with Cannabis”
which called ....wait for it....for cannabis to be legalised!
“People like substances that alter their mood,” its
editorial observed. "And only strict puritans believe that
they should never use any of them. A cup of coffee, a
glass of wine or beer, even the odd cigarette are among
the legitimate pleasures of life. Are drugs fundamentally
different?......The government should draw up plans to le-
galise cannabis - generally ac-
cepted as the least dangerous of

“My spy in the Home Office has revealed the truth of
Jack Straw’s agonising over Pinochet.

‘He tortured thousands, Home Secretary,’ his advis-
ers told him. ‘Serious stuff.’ said Jack. ‘But he's an old man
and it was a long time ago.’

They said, ‘He killed hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple.’ ‘Nobody's perfect. ' said Jack. ‘In government you have
to take some hard decisions.’

The advisers played their ace. 'We think that here in
Britain he took some medicinal cannabis for his back pain

‘That's dreadful,’ screamed Jack. '‘Pack him off to
a Spanish dungeon.™

the drugs that are widely used -
hoth for its consumption and for
its supply.”

The Police Review was
equally emphatic: “The sizeable
community who use soft drugs
recreationally...want a change in
the law which reflects what is al-
ready happening at social gather-
ings, small and large, every night
of the week. It is dismal that this
reality, reflected in the report, car-
ries no weight with the government
and its disappointing drugs czar,
who...appears to be performing a
huge U-turn on the more enlight-
ened approach he adopted as a
senior police officer.”

When the Daily Mail joined
both the Telegraph and the Police
Review in proposing a wider de-
bate, Jack Straw was left like a

beached whale. The following day

he admitted for the first time publicly that there was, after all,
a “coherent argument” in favour of the legalisation of canna-
bis. However without explanation or further discussion he is
still electing not to agree with the argument, however coher-
ent or well informed.

Nevertheless, the fact that the traditional right wing
media are criticising the government's misplaced puritanism
on drugs is a sea-change indeed. Jack Straw, who once ran
for student union presidency with the laughable election slo-
gan “Not respectable but respected”, looks increasingly iso-
lated fromthe very media he ‘s been pandering to in a fervent
quest to be indistinguishable from his Tory predecessors.

And what's more his attitude seems to rub off on
anyone associated with him. Take the very disappointing
drug czar, Keith Hellawell. As a chief constable back in
1994 he observed: “The present policies are not working.
We seize more drugs, we arrest more people but when you
look at the availability of drugs. the use of drugs, the crime
committed because of and through people who use drugs,
the violence associated with drugs, it's on the increase. It
can't be working.”

These days, however, he draws a salary greater the
prime minister's and paid for by all of us, and what we get
for our money is a man who'll who is prepared to belie his
own experience in order to play along with Straw's pitiful
ministry. Neither respectable nor respected. And certainly
not by his fellow MP, Paul Flynn, whose humourfully astute
website at www.paulflynnmp.co.uk makes clear what he
thinks of his party colleague at the Home Office:
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rhc theme of abuse runs
ugh the whole bill”
Statewatch
the Kosovan refugee crisis contin-
New Labour’s draconian plans for
I seckers are finally out in the open.
v arriving on our shores can rightly
Bt dlecent treatment after the nightmares
ve had to endure. They won’t have to
Wiugh years of aslum-secking hell to
W they are genuine victims of persecu-
W lbcked up in detention centres on ar-
piuse they haven't got the right papers
N easy one to get the right papers
Lo e fleeing a conflict or escaping po-
(persecution). They'll get full Income
payments, be able to take jobs and
101 travel and live wherever they choose
donntry. Which is only fair surely.
Wow betide any asylum seeker who ar-
i the UK from an obscure country try-
(ghcupe an unheard of war or dodgy
Bihip once the Immigration and Asy-
il becomes law,
lon , Office of the United Na-
High Commissioner for Refugees:
§ o of the norst Bills ever browught before the
W Commons” (that's saying something)
Atticle 14 of the Universal Declara-
Muman Rights (“Ereryone has the right
W ngoy asylum ) Measures outlined in
i tliises of the bill include:
i ibolition of welfare benefits for asy-
Whots s to be replaced with a voucher
lup a ‘cor blimey what shall I do

A I;Il e’ £1 a day cash for adults and
¥ ehlldd, This will put asylum seekers
W the offical poverty line. Maybe
¢ Office have conveniently forgot-
¢ from the Refugee Council about
21 ol withdrawing cash benefits. Of
il seckers recently surveyed, three
I ware urterly penniless and had to walk
ﬂ;. and 60% did not have enough
W daily basis.
0 \\fill have no say in where they can
uend be dispersed all over the coun-
Ijition zones™ , away from relatives,
1Y networks and specialist services,
Itation officers will be given pow-
pit without warrant, of breaking
Ihes, of searching arrested persons
]ll strect and (including strip-search)
LN el powets to seize material,
% iltlvers who carry illegal entrants
l ol (2,000 per person - including
“len it was pointed out that many
sealed and impossible to open from

the inside, and that many asylum-seekers had
died from suffocation, one minister dis-
missed the accounts as “fedions”

* Children of asylum-seckers will be exempt
from the provisions of the Children Act.

* Airline liason officers to examine and
refuse passengers as they board.

The government reckon they can get away
with all this because by 2001 all new asylum
cases will be dealt with in six months.

So what about this - the Immigration and
Nationality Department that deals with refu-
gees, already have a backlog of 80,000 cases at
its headqtiareers in Croydon and its comput-
ers essential for tracking files are in a state of
near collapse, Their web-site asks people not
to call and claims are currently taking 17
months to process. The staff who are leav-
ing in droves will, if the bill is made law;, be
asked to deal with the administration of the
new voucher system as well. A new computer
system, due to be delivered next month, is
unlikely to be ready in time. Doesn’t exactly
inspire confidence now does it.

So SchNEWS asks why is such a draconian
bill going through parliament?

This bill will cut costs and make life so
unpleasant that others will be deterred from
coming. But surely wanting to live in the UK
is not a crime? Fleeing repression and war
certainly isn’t. Yet Britain has adopted the
Fortress Europe mentality where every asy-
lum seeker is seen as a bogus criminal. Where
refugees are a visible and unwelcome re-
minder of the precarious balance of the new
world order and of the human consequences
of International Monetary Fund structural
adjustment programmes, of arm sales to
repressive regimes and of corrupt aid deals.
The politicans pandering to the right wing
press reckon that cracking down is seen as a
vote winner,

Yet the postive reception that the Kosovar
refugees have received from the people of
this country shows that when people can see
others suffering on our screens rather than

SchNews

Book Launch

HEADMIX COLLECTIVE
GROUND ZERO
Wednesday 19th May
Bar Centro, Ship St

7 - Mpm £2
Rafiie. Videa, Megahash & FAF Decor, Cheap beer
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NO ROOMAT THE INN

CRAP TRIAL OF THE WEEK

Last summer Gill Emerson had the check
to sit on a wall while Prince Charles wvisited
Gravesend, Kent. Before the Prince armived,
police swooped on her saying she held anti-
monarchist views. During the arrest, 43 year
old Gill sustained facial injuries including a
broken nose and was later sprayed in her cell
with €S Gas - then strip-searched on the
grounds of maybe “tonceaiing & wegpon™ None
was found. Hours later she was charged with
criminal damage to a police video camera. Gill
is up in Gravesend Magistrates Court, Old
Town Hall, High St. next Monday (19th)9.45
am.SchNEWS would like to pomt our thar
the fact Gill Emerson successtully sued Kent
Police a few years back, is a member of the
Kent Socialist Aliance and local organiser of
the Ant Nazi League has nothing to do with
the case. Tel 01474 566701

the hysterical shoutings of the tabloid press
they can extend a warm welcome.

THE REALITY

A total of 34,775 persons were kicked
out of the UK in 1998 - 668 persons per
week - 4 persons per hour.

A 25 year old Kosovan student arrived at
Heathrow en route for Canada in February.
She was pregnant with her first child and sall
traumatised by seeing the Serbs destroy her
home.Although she was with her husband,
she had been forced to leave the rest of her
family behind and had no idea whether they
were alive .However, the couple had made
the mistake of becoming Kosovan refugees

before the war with Serbia had made them
politically fashionable.

When they were caught at Heathrow using
false Greek passports, they said they wished
to claim asylum, but instead were arrested
for using false documents in transit, sepa-
rated and sent to prison. She has just been
released from Holloway, where the insanitary
condifons made herill and the isolation made
her depressed. Her husband was sent to
Wormwood Scrubs where he remains, al-
though he may be released with an electronic
tag this month.

* “Crimes of arrival: immigrants and asylam-
seckers in the new Europe’ by Frances Webber
Essential reading on the European wide
criminalisation of asylum seekers, Available from
Statewatch, PO Box 1516, London N16 OEW
Tel 0181 802 1882 www.statewatch.org

*National Coalition of Anti-Deportation
Campaigns, 101 Villa Rd., Birmingham, B19 INH
Tel 0121 554 6947 wwwncadedemon.couk/




SMARTIE-ARSES

The Advertising Standards Authority
(ASA)crticised Nestlé on Wednesday for their ir-
responsible promotion of their milk produets in
the developing world. The ASA upheld a com-
plaint brought by Baby Milk Action, about a
newspaper advert in which Nestlé claimed thar it
had marketed its infant formula “ethically and re-
spansibly” both before and since the introducton
of the international code of the marketing of breast
milk substitutes in 1981, After two years of con-
sideration, the ASA ruled thar Nestlé’s claims “uent
tov far”, the ruling cannot be published as Nestle
has lodged an a
The World Health Organisation estimates that more
than a million babies die every year from diarrhoea
picked up through unhygienic bottle feeding.

For years now, Nestlé have promoted their prod-
uct in underdeveloped countries, relying heavily
on the misconcepuon that “West is best’ © con-
vince mothers that their babies will grow bigger
and stronger if they feed them with a western
product rather than their own breast milk. OFf
course, after a short penod of botde feeding a
mother’s breast milk s.nes up and another con-
sumeris bom, Reversing the decline in breastfeeding
could save the lives of 1.5 million infants every
year according to United Natons Children’s Fund.
UNICEF states that in ateas with unsafe water, a
bottle-fed baby is 25 times more likely to die from
diarrhoea than a breastfed one,

Baby milks are over-diluted to make them

last longer, while breastmilk is free, safe and
best for all babies - but Nestlé know that if they
don’t get babies hooked on the bottle, they don’
do business.
One of their dodgier promotional practices was
the use of free supplies which had a significant
effect in convincing health workers and moth
ers to favour artficial milk over breastmilk.

**Nestlé provides information to mothers
which tPn’:rm:}te:s bottle feeding and discourages
breastfeeding,

*“*Donates free samples and supplies to health
facilities to encourage bottle feeding

**Gives inducements to health workers for
promoting its products

**Does not provide clear warnings on labels
of the benefits of breastfeeding and dangers of
artificial feeding. In some cases the labels are in a
language that mothers are unlikely to
Nestlé, makes 2 profir while others count the cost
The Bul:y Milk Action (BMA)group is a small
o isation waging a big barttle against a pow-
erful multinational -they need your support. For
a start, stop consuming Nestle products and that
includes Nescafe. The BMA have information
to help and advise you how to protest effec-
tively against these unscrupulous bastards, Af-
ter dropping sales their worst nightmare is pub-
lic opinion turning against them so your voice is
important and your cash even more - don't buy
their products.

Contact the BMA Tel: 01223 464420 Fax:
01223 464417 E-mail: babymilkacti@gn.apc.org
Nestle UK Lid,, 5t George's House, Croydon,
Surrey. CR9 INR.

* When Marketing Week magazine asked
Marjorie Thompson of Saatchi & Saatchi how
Nestlé should respond to the bad publicity sur-
rounding its baby food marketing activities, “She
suggests the way to counteract the bad publicity
is to go on the offensive by using advertising show-
i li‘: benefits of Nestlé financial contributions
to charites..”

DONT FORGET NATIONAL BREAST-FEED-
ING WEEK SUN 17TH-215T MAY. Freephone:
0800 555 777

HELP!-Don’t be shy - please come in on a
Friday and help with some envelope stuffing -if it
doesn’t get 1o our suhscribers we don’t get any

§4vnu don't get ar‘lx
u ggg}g _____;_______
ce N EE! Tost send Ist Class stamps (e.g. 20 for next 20 issues

ost free to all prisoners.

you can make copies.

SchNEWS in brief

June 18th benefits: Tues18th May @ the
Cuba 9 -2, funky techno from Cristian Vogel,
Counterattack, Da Void, direct action films
£2/1 Thurs 20th May @ the Volks Tavern
9 - 2, Mr.Night & Mr .Day, Blatantly, Touch-
paper, D] tha Funky Ghecko, £2 / £5 tick-
ets for both gigs + SchNews book launch
from the Peace Centre.

The A Spire social centre, is a squatted
church left empty for over 4 years by Leeds
university, now turned into an autonomous
zone www.geocities.com/CapitolHill /Parlia-
ment/ 3344 **Could any of the original Wey-
mouth Road Protesters contact Chris on 01270
526 244 asap.** Stammer Organics Open Day
Sat 22 May 10am-4pm Bring a picnic.Tel:
(01273) 388673** Moulsecoomb Forest Gar-
den & Wildlife Project Open Day Sun 23rd
May 12 noon ‘till 4pm. Visit the weird and
wonderful forest garden. The whole site is or-
ganic and may soon be designated a Site of
Nature Conservation Importance. Tel: Kate
{01273) 628535** Anyone lose a a small blue,
pink and yellow rucksack on the circle line
tube, containing skates and a jumper during
the reclaim the streets tube party? It's ar the
Angel Station lost property. ** This Sunday
(16) there’s an open day for the Native Ameri-
can Educational Trust at Evolution Arts Cen-
tre, Silwood Terrace, Brighton 12 noon **

TARRED TO THE MAX

The construction firm Tarmac has been break-
ing such different sorts of records-Roy Castle
would be proud. They recently scooped four of
the government and construction industry’s 1999
‘Quality in Construction’ major awards, includ-
ing that in the environment category. Which may
raise hollow laughs from pcoFlc in the Bestwood
area of Nottinghamshire, it not as hollow as
the yawning quarry Tarmac intends to inflict on
the forest there. The judges displayed an even
more finely honed sense of irony in awarding a
‘Tarmac subsidiary the Safety award, lauding their
‘degree of absolute commitment [which] is fan-
tastic’, and reflecting the 10(1) awards Tarmac
companies have this week received from the
Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents.
Now, this ain’t going to raise even a hollow laugh
{or much else) from any of the 13 Tarmac em-
ployees killed at work over the last decade. And
that's not just a rogue statistic; to place jt in
context, note that Tarmac was convicted in that
tme of more Health and Safety offences than
any other UK firm, almost twice as many as the
next worst offender. (Let’s take a quick glance
ar the cost benefit analysis: the company received
fines of, on average, just over 3 grand for a seri-
ously injured emﬁ oyees, just over 11 grand fora
death; while such skimping on H&S considera-
tions may have mnrnbutgj to their truly fantas-
tic average anrmalimﬁls of £184 million). That
is 4 serous record. Perhaps just as well they
didn’t employ Roy Castle, who died before Tar-
mac could get their hands on him

GIVEN A GOOD SEEING TOO

At last eighr rest sites prowing genetically
modified oil seed rape got a good kicking last
Friday. The action could well have set the com-
mercialisation of genetic oil rape back 12 months.
The Genetic Engineering Network (GEN)
learned of this unprecendented removal from a
group calling themselves “Ambridge Against
Genetix”. According to GEN this takes the
number of sites that have been decontaminated
this year to 14. And as the Ambridge crew point
out “ this is only the start of the summer”

* A total of 37 genetic sites were destroyed in
1998 according to GEN, PO Box 9656, London,
N4 Tel 0181 374 9516 email genetics(@gn.apc.org

- —
or donations
S, ¢/ 0 on-the-fiddle, P.O. Box
Tel/Aumofax: +44 (0)1273 685913 GETITEVERYWEEKBYE-M Bchnewa@brlghton co.uk

Inside SChNEWS

US. class struggle anarchist prisoner Ha
Thompson is having & rough time at the
ment. Due to a co prson libranian o
cial working hand in ﬁvc with White
Bmthet;gﬁ I;l:udm. l%nmld has been bru
assaulted, and placed in scgregation
his ‘own safery’. Because of his work as
house lawyer, officials seem to be col
with white supremacists to halt his
work.If you can please write protesting
illy) to : Warden Jack Morgan, Turney Cent
Industrial Prison, Route FOniy. Tenni

7140-9709, USA, in order that Harold m
et a transfer avoiding further White /
rotherhood victimisation. You can wri
Harold at the same address. Harold B

Thompson #93992,
BACK WITH A VENGE

The Ministry of Defence  have completes
new Trident Submarine at a cost of a mere §
million to the taxpayer and in keeping with
general sensitivity they have named their latest
- FENGEANCE. What kind of minds are at
here? Despite overwhelming opposition-
Scots say ‘NO” to Trident - all nuclear sub
are kept at Faslane in Scotland.
Meanwhile, as SchNEWS went to press 3
activists, arrested inside the Marconi Marine
yard in Barrow-in- Fumt:ss, Cumbria in Septe;
last year were awaiting the outcome of  thei
They were ropeladders, crowbars and
mers embla with the slag:ms, “All life
cred”, “Violence ends where love begins” and
global justice”. Their intention - to
serious crime against humanity. For this theyw
locked up unal late January when they were:
pectedly released. After a brief period of
they rerurned to the Barrow shipyard
other activists to ask the workers and seci
help continue the disarmament of the Trides
were nicked again.,

Vengeance was moved to Coulport mi
pot on April 30th and them last week it
the Isle of Bute. Seems the MOD are
their weapon out of harm’s way!

Contact: Trident Ploughshares 2000, 43
Bethel St, Notrwich, NRZ INR, Britain,

* Faslane Peace Camp 01436 820901

* Time to abolish war - a citizens’ assem
220d May 11 am Central Hall, Westminister
from Hague Appeal for Peace, 11 Venetia)
London, N4 1E] wwwhaguepeace.org

TRAINING DAY -SchNEWS need
more hands on deck, so why not come a
our next training day: Wednesday 26th
noon. Limited spaces, so book yer place
(]

Radioactive boy-scouts may soon be roan
countryside! The Scout Association,
ously strapped for cash have accepted a
sponsorshpige&om British Nuclear Fuels Lis
(BNFL). BNFL have invested in this dodg
PR in an attempt to enhance their image
themselves to the wholesome

their proficiency badges. SchNEWS
the badge is for proficiency in nuclear- bombi
ing? At least this could serve as a method for §
tifying which scouts have been exposed to d
tionable benefits of access to BNFL's lal
at Sellafield in Cumbria. Alternatively yor
just watch o see which of them start to
the dark!

disclaimer 1

SchNEWS wamns all reacess not to be the wrong colog
from the wrongg country and have e gall mwant 1o
your home. Look just cos this country invaded half
colonised stole resoutces, and generally didn’t scrvery mi
mean that just cos you and your family have been
can come here Ebnudl cheek.. Whatever texe #

Ask for e

— -
rable to u‘:uce
(}0 ] ast Sussex, Bﬁi 2]

Brighton,
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The Original
and still the best:

Pic: Alec Smart

N""’Wnrallyinspectamdmuorme,

-

Juxtaposing

god people of Newbury. Having lived in congestion hell for years, the recent opening of the much-maligned

bre solved their pollution and congestion problem overnight.”
F Lord Hanson. Sunday Business 18/7/99

with

be seen that there is no consistent pattern of traffic change over the Newbury network as a whole. In many
local factors are responsible for discrete changes to traffic flows, with the by-pass and pedestrianisation [of
Wy town centrej only having a marginal influence in some cases.”
West Berkshire Council Report on affects of By-pass published July 1999
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Here's that new project - if's
a gold mine in Central Africa

RIO TINTO MINING |

Oh of course Jim -
those features go |
inte all RIO TINTO |

SQUOTES 2/2/99

“The reality is that wealth creation is now more important than
wealth redistribution.”

Secretary of State for Trade and Industry -
Stephen Byers - in a speech to the city.

On 28th April (Workers Memorial Day) 50 people shut down Southwark Bridge for an hour to protes
against the continued failure of the Health and Safety Executive to bring Simon Jones’ killers to justice
(SchNEWS210) 3
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W Tinto is the world’s biggest profit-
Wi mineral exploitation. And the
by of these profits are gained at the
¢ of indigenous land owners who
er given ¢ to the ¢
Werations” PARTIZANS

M Thursday Rio Tinto Zine (RT), the
N biggest and baddest mining com-
ol more protests atit’s annual gen-
whing,
Mnrd faced nearly two hours of angry
I from the floor, as shareholders
il with their dividends were joined
e, more concerned with the commu-
« tems across the planet that
i smashed to pieces by the corpora-
Ing operations. In an at-a-glance
fuct rundown, here’s some of their
% that they didn’t boast about in their
...
it RT exec was one of the chief
ol an Australian labour law which
i International Labour Organisation
i on the rights to organise, collec-
win, and freely associate,
bt Ipua, they've been assisting the
Birutally to crush indigenous opposi-
here they jointly own one of the
guest gold and copper mines.
Mg on Western Shoshone Treaty
adla, LS. This gold mine increased
L 180% during 1998, and has estab-
Wl s the world's lowest cost commer-
t oof this (almost) useless metal.
bl - and devastating - report on their
plete Capper Pas tin smelt on Hum-
land, showed that the plant is a
il el environmental disaster, spew-
ssive range of poisonous heavy
the loseal kids to play around.
ol consultations with the Wayuu
ilombia during the recent huge
i il ¢oal operations in Guajira.
I'. the company have acted with
piifect cc msistency, as every time it
." i another area of wilderness,
! I'Il himare unfolds in its wake.
tctr green-wash public rela-
.Il) u fine art, Like the rest of big
Ney see the advantages of talking
ol groups, as why do battle
Uil co-opt the activists?  You
ke any real concessions to the
Wil i token deal can do so much
bt n'earing image. James Harris,

Weni of PR consultants Hill and

-

Knowlton, putit this way “For corporations,
environmental groups offer the opportunity
to obtain positive publicity...they also pro-
vide credibility, which can be particularly valu-
able.” Stauber and Rampton, who edit PR
Watch putit more bluntly - hiring activists is
1 “crude but effective way to derail potentially
meddlesome activists.”

In the UK RT are also one of the main
providers of information to schools from
primary to post-graduate. They even fund two
colleges - Atlantic and United World in Wales,
while last year they chucked $30 million at
charities to make the world a better place (sic).

ANGE \ﬂuEﬁ'ﬁelpq to compensate of course,
for the negative publicity that tends to come
from systematically polluting the earth and
fucking over the locals. Time to hire yerself a
credible greenie. Someone like Tom Burke, one
time director of Friends of the Earth, who now
works for Rio Tinto, helping them pull the wool
averthe public’s eyes. Burke is a well connected
man, working for the last 3 environment min-
isters and setting up the Green Alliance, the
people behind Rio Tinto’s new forums. These
forums are classic examples of greenwash
gimmicks - talking shops where groups like
Amnesty International, Save The Children
Fund and Oxfam help Rio Tinto clean up
their image. There seems to be one small
oversight at the Forums - no indigenous
people whose lands are being destroved by
the company are ever invited.

So do we really need all this gold, copper,
and titanium oxide (the stuff that makes
toothpaste white)?

In 1998 Rio Tinto had to face one of its
biggest-ever financial crises thanks to the fall
in virtually all metal prices. But as economists
point out prices have been falling for nearly
thirty years. Good for consumers as everyone
gets cheaper cars, microwaves, fridges erc, But
not so good for the miners who face deterio-
rating conditions.

So will this article get you all scurrying down

SchNews Survival Handbook

The new SchNEWS book is out now

Featuring issues 151-200 plus cartoons,
photos, and other articles to help you protest
and survive as well as a comprehensive data-
base of over 500 grass-roots organisations.

Yours for £7(incl. p+p from the usual
address.(Cheers to Headmix and everyone
for Wednesdays bash- more cabaret party
politics fun on the horizon)

QARTICOPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION

OLDFINGERED

to the local tin recycling bank? Maybe, but it
should be pointed out that the biggest con-
sumers of Rio Tinto’s metals is the Euro-
pean armaments industry. Not only are those
Hawk jets and missiles a bit tricky to fitin the
old recycling bin, the arms connection may
help explain why our European leaders might
not want to put RT's back up too much.

* Rio Tinto Behind The Facade - report by
the International Chemical, Energy and Mine-
workers Union [1 postage from PARTIZANS

* PARTLZANS, (who campaign specifically
against Rio Tinto) 41A Thorhill Square, Lon-
don, N1 1BE Tel 0171 700 6189 email
partizans{@mole.gn.apc.org

Nor wanting to miss out on the image
enhancing potential of a few co-opted indig-
enous people, Rio Tinto Auvstralia has spon-
sored a new exhibiton New Directions -
Aboriginal Australia and Business’. Accord-
ing to its website, the exhibition presents “abar
signs of @ new disection in_ relationships between the
Rio Tinto Growp and Aboriginal peaple based on
respect, fstening and wegotiation for mutual Iznﬁr. =

It gets better: apparently “Rio Tinto has ‘re-
Lationships' with Indigenons prqb!e.r i many parss
o ities along a rigin path,
There have been niisunderstandings and J&Mh‘ as
sach) party bas dearned one another’s ways!

** Not a creature on this planet needs a slﬁc
further ounce of commercially mined gol
g sl g
usters, is a coalition of groups fighting,
ﬁm thc gold industry, hoping to make
wearing 7 of the & sFu:Lhﬂg*m.ﬂab UNATTACTIVE 45
fur. 80 of new gold being mined world-
Wikeis Gslani. pey 6 Senngiun pasbetly
unaware of the true costs.
The rmm of gold is one of the most envi-
estructive industrial activities, wreak-
ing havuc on indigenous communities on every
continent. In dozens of countries mercury- aced
tailings, eroded land and acid mine stand
as visible and toxic legacies of gold rushes from
days gone
Unfommateh in the 1990s, the gold mining

industry has aboom due to new tech-
JIL)glCS,PtII‘KIIPGﬂ\ using qnmde toleech the gold
from its parent rock.
The mwpmngud is aimed at jewel-

lery consumers, and nations” gold reserves . De-
pressing its price would lead to the
decommussioning of many mines, and the dump-
uf ex ]:3 ration stocks by investors. For
d minesin Australia have been post-
nrdmad recently because it wasn'reost effec-
tive. wwwmoles.org/projectunderground/
small bit: Sorry if you've been e-mailing us, our
mail has been down for 2 weeks-we're not ignonng you
» we lowe you really and are on the case sorang it




NO BAD WOMEN
ONLY BAD LAWS

“These measures mﬂwﬁymmﬁu&ﬂ

tives.” Can Mirchell, Eng
The incorrigible Jack Straw is the man behind
the master plan to rid Britain of so called *tartcards’
in ‘phone boxes and push prostitution back on to
the streets. It s incredible that the Government
refuse to acknowledge prosttution as an estab-
lished industry, regardless of the various scandals
involving politicians, exposed over the years. So,
are we to surmise that those with power to protect
through legislation are content to exploit women
bum:}:nnous!)' but refuse to offer the same women
e of protection? And now, in the name
of ‘den.mc_\ I.h::) intend to destroy one means
which the women have found of making their
work a little safer.
A spokeswomnan from the ECE, told SchNEWS
“The impact will be very serious Working in premises and
i this way enabiles women to work o
Some women will be forved out onto the sireet where it i 70
times more dangerons fo work and where women wil face
inervased arvests and bostility from mmmm}:frk and im-
miggrant women will be partioariy ra.rgwd uemerable.
Girls who tout for work from
flats, of relative safety where thc_\ have con-
trol over who they allow on the premises. The Well
Woman dlinic visits the flats once a formight . There
are facilities for the girls and the dlients to wash, the
whole environment 15 cleaner and betrer controlled
than street prostution. This is not intended to imply
that women working on the street are less aware of
the necessity of cleanliness, in fact they have given a
lot of leadership to all sex industry workers on the
issue of using condoms. In Britain i it has been left o
the prostitutes themselves to their industry
and make it as safe and clean as possible. It would
seem obvious that if the girds are forced back onto the
streets there will be a marked increase in violence and.
pimp-related crime. Carole, an ‘ex-working -
plained T wsed fo work on the streets in ﬁrﬁw@yjﬂw
_yw mever dnaw 5o i 1o.roly you ar ngpe yow. T nas s
m@d#mmuﬁmﬁmﬂynm There is
dess chance of someone consing into a flat and daing that.”
The gids sugrest that the cands are allowed t0 remain
with mmwge&l)m:zn:’suhdaoﬁi:awﬁsbd
sefvice without using pictutes ot la.ngmgewmkl
o - g.wmmm s deg;ed BT the
The t has
w invoke criminal sanctions fmdem
Instead, local authorities will decide what adver-
tisements should be allowed in ‘phoneboxes. BT
announced yesterday that it had cat off all incom-
calls to 600 numbers being used by prostitutes
which serves to emphasise the lack of rights suf-
fered by these women. SchNews detects a hint of
dmlble standards’, after all, since when has BT
been so conciencious in clamping down on im-
moral uses of their phone lines-they don't seem so
swift to close down the 0898 sex lines which
Lvrmi:hem revenue fwh:ls: mngcnla]l} mmk;
oitation of women. To quote a spo
%mcﬁj ECP, * B.T} muin cﬁom women ad-
mm‘m seems to be that BT does not profit from
I&’/g arkers on a prostituiion progect base alo been told
byﬁ’f!fk}f!{@WWﬂlﬂ@dﬂMm advertising
e i?r their cards.”
ack Straw is serious about dealing with pros-
munr)rl he needs to address women's poverty.
Prostitute’sand the people who put up cards for
them are struggling to support themselves and their
families in the face of poverty, unemployment and
cuts in benefits and resources. De-criminalisation
of prostitution is essential 1;:]1csc women m?e‘z
achieve basic human rghts an acceptable
of safety in their “wigii
*A book about violence a.gainst prostitute’s can

Stseribel==__

2 2496
Keep SchNEWS FREE
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Cambridge Reclaim the Streets. Sar 12th
June (@ railway station 1pm Bring your party
toyz, banners, strawberries and cream.A coach
will be going up on the day from Brighton. Tick-
ets cost £5; available soon from the Peace Cen-
tre, Gardner Street ** How about a summer of
mass trespass for the rght to roam? Meet 10.30
am Sun. 30th May at Brighton Station for a 6
mile walk, bring a packed [unch - sorry no dogs.
Contact Brighton The Land Is Ours 01273
620815 **Be Tranceformed — massive five
roomed party featuring everything from funk to
trance to drom’n’bass at The Drome, Stainer 5S¢,
London Bridge on Saturday 12th June, It £10
and all profits go to Guilfin magazine, 0956 250
108 ** ** Friends and Families of Travel-
lers: Health and Safety workshops available.
(11426 218424 ** Animal Freedom Gather-
ing, at The Miners Welfare Recreational Ground,
Moira, nr Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 28th-31st Ma\'
various wm’kshnps transport avallabk_ 0171278
3068 **Next demonstration against Hillgrove
Cart vivisection farm nr Oxford on June 12th,
coaches from London as usual (121 632 6460
**Is Anarchism a Religion? For a nivetting
discussion turn up at Conway hall, 25 red Lion
Square, London WC1 on 4th June 8pm. It's or-
ganised I:w the London Anarchist Forum who

ut on talks same time same place every Friday,
?.lst of events ring 0181 847 (0203 ** SchNEWS
is looking for someone to print yer favourite
news-sheet every Friday 9 am (yes, the morn-
ing). Any reliable Epe:orlc: out there interested
should ring the of Everybody's favourite
checky geezer Mark Thomas(perhaps except-
ing New Labour bods) has done a documentary
about the nasty new Tmmigration and Asylum
Bill (see last weeks SchNEWS). It will be on C4
27th May. Don’t know a time yet

we§ gmmsﬁ campmggng :q,glnsr the
5 rt{') of greyhound racing is happening from
1&:\' 22nd ro 29th. In case you were ungcr the
impression that this is a fairly innocent, cruelty
free form of amusement, let us put the record

Stmﬁbt here..

* Every year in Brtain 30,000 greyhounds
that are surplus to the mdustn are drowned,
poisaned, beaten to death, starved, dumped on
the streets or impounded and destroyed.

*Greyhound pups are killed if they fail to
reach racing standards-1/3 are put to ¢ eqlh be-
fore they reach a year old.

*Many grevhounds are exported to Sp:un for
exhibition tacing. Kennel conditions are appall-
ing with animals kept locked up 23 hours 2 day.
*Many exported dogs are used for hunting and
coursing. Greyhounds do not have the stamina
for this work & many are being hanged (some
have been found burned and skinnedjas a cheap
means of disposal

**Grevhounds naturally live about 14 years
but racing dogs generally only live two,

(Jreyhou.ndg action are working to change this
appalling situation. As it is not possible to re-
home the vast number of grevhounds disposed
of every year by the racing industry, the total
abolition of greyhound racing seems to be the
only real solution. For once SchNews can say

“gawd bless America” without a trace of irony
as grevhound racing has been illegal in the States
since 1993,

Grevhound Action, PO Box 127, Kidderminster,

Worcs. DY10 3UZ01562 745778,

TRAINING DAY
SchNews needs some more hands on
decks, so stop sunbathing down the bc_:alch.

and get over o the office for cur T g
Day next Wednesday (26th) 12 noen. Lim-
ited places so give the office a ring now.

LR N N N N N __§ B B N __§N N N &R __§ N __J}R _J

ust send 1st Class stam) & 20 for next 20 issues) or donations

you can make copies. ustﬁm to all prisoners. 5[():}1 E

Tel/Antofax: +44 (0)1273 685913 GETITEPERYWEEKBYEM schnews@hnghton co.uk

WS, ¢/o on-the-fiddle, P.O. Box

able to ust!c::?)Axkfor "0 al
2%)0(; Bn.gh%on, East Sussex,BNi )

Happy Campers
After loads of hassle from the Foreign &
monwealth Office, the Inter-Continental Caravs
(ICC) have finally got their visas. There are
activists in the earavans, from as many countries
{-uu can think of (well, almost), including shed
vads from the Indian subcontinent. They're
ing over to bring the concerns of the South |
as those about being fucked over by western cor
panies) directly to the heart of the North.
visit will coincide with the G8 summit on (W32
for 1l_)£une 18th’ whose date has surcly now be
etched into all pur readers” hearts. i
On Friday 28 May, 150 ‘caravanners’
come to Londen. There'll be a public meeting
with first-hand accounts from Indian farme
of the REAL effects of free trade. And
free!l Anarchist Teapot will be doing the cat
ing! What more r.uuFd you ask for? (well, an
to global capitalism would be nice)**12.00 #
4.301sh ar the Friends House, Euston Road (opg
Euston station) London NW1. For info, a
0181 357 8504. Friday 7.30pm, there’s a
lic seminar on the World Trade Organisation as
the International Monetary Fund. Oxford H
community centre, Detbyshire Streer, Lo
E2 (Bethnal Green tube), And there’s m
Sat 29 May — genetic crop squat with the
van crew— meet (@ Lincoln Staton IDam,
call 07971 755 823 Sguall / Strike PARTY
11-29 Fashion Street. Contact ICC London G
mittee: 07801 708 4966 / 0171 375 359
www.stalk.net/caravan.

On June 18th leaders of the 8 most
nations will meet for the GS summit in
On their agenda will be more economic gros
more free trade and more power for co i
Some people don’t think this is a \-'e‘l.'\-'gOOl::E‘cl
across the globe on June 18th, le will y
ising demonstrations. In the UK there w]!.\
massive camival in the city of London “replal
the roar of profit and plunder with the so
rthythms of v, carnival and pleasure” (Sl
likes the sound of that) Meet 12 noon
Street Station, London.* If you want
ers, stickers for ]18 contact Reclaim the Streets
281 4621 o
* Get yer tickets now for coaches up to B
don from Bri ton on sale at the Peace Cé
Gardner 5t. £4.* The Legal Defence &
tonng Group \;11[ watching the cops and

legal support on J18, but need volu
%l rraining provided, no legal knowle
cotare Contet LDMG c/o Pox 2474
don N8, P/F 0181 374 5027.* If you
Crap l\lght Out et to the Free Butt,
feat. Flannel, Tragic Roundabout, the
mous anarchist tennis players) for vet
bloodv J18th benefit.

* Squaring up to the Square Mile — a
guide to the City of London For a fre
send a SAE (31p) to June 18 Info, Box

gdalen Rd., Oxford, OX4 1R

.-Ia 4
WHICH? MERCENARY SPEL,

Your Third World regime wants to profi

- Tribesmen-and-Peasant-and-Rebel- Army-
1 don't think you'll find them in the Y
Try reading “The Privatisation of Viol
Mercenaries and the State” a new special
Campaign Against the Arms Trade. See
of the corporate military firms on the
delivered the best p_rformnncc In areas
as Sierra Leone and Bougainville - and w
been rubhish! Ina new; casy-to-read fo
loadsa pop pix o’ fax. CAAT: 11 Goo
Finsbury Park, London N4 3HQ. Tel. ﬂf
m:mr* SchNews wamns all readers
b Ives to multinationals as they'll
you over and |=l\'= you holdlng the hab)' Ho




BOYZ IN THE HOOD [57)[/A7.7,

Mecem Home Office recommendationthatallmem-  However, the oaths of | Where Do You WantTa Grow Today?
of the criminal justice systemn should declare ma-  secrecy swom by Free- -
Sonic offiiations opened a can of worms in public, Pefer  masons sound anything | Wanna Go Home
- Panatone reviews the evidence and the significant riftthe  butinnocuous. Uponen- L_Underground Update
-6 has caused amongst the British police force. tering the first level of St are
Masonry, an initiate Frontiine Communique
ird isn't it? To think that policemen, judges, MPs, council  promises to guard its | e state its in
: Itors and a multitude of other public servants gothrough such  secrets upon pain of | Squotes

: L i Resources
| B rituals. having my throat cut e

From Our Correspondence

ng a shoe on one foot and a slipper on the other, they roll §
) their trouser leg, bear their chest, are blindfolg
a hangman's noose and, whilst standing ) _ active.punishment of being branded as a wilfully
i with a dagger pressed to their heart, swear g : ividiial, void of all moral worth.” This so-called *harm-
ihey, allegiance and mutual aid. And yet this ritt d e ing" $8ems remarkably effective in ensuring se-
Wvory one of the 350,000 masons in England a = ] 8 Who'have ceased to be Masons refuse to
1,000 In Scotland and the estimated six millio f S.and practices, whilst the very few peo-
] . plewit expenencaofMasonrywhohave
iieh occult practices would normally 4 1 dte ak to researchers have done
Busy fodder for tabloid derision but R VP &% 'soanonymausly. There is little doubt that
look at the kind of names known ; : - i for public disclosure is a real
_i- Froernasonsexpfamswhy pub- thre: inds of all those who have
{Willicism has up until now remained il Jated.
m. In Britain, aristocratic mem- D _
4 ol the ‘brotherhood' - for they areli : By CommanderMichael Higham wriggled in
1 - Include the Duke of Edinb T SR ble discomfort. In frontof a
| Bl of Cadogan; the Margue: s : = T : Ked | allery, his pallor grew ever
i pton and the Duke of Kent. e ' ; ; 3 e sat comered by ques-
ing the political figures knoWnite - Bl s = at him with increasing frus-
4 the square’ are Willie Whit f = ; _ ) bers of the Home Affairs
Il Parkinson and the currer 7 : i itee. As grand secretary to
hw Criminal Cases Revié PRI d Lodge of Freemasonry,
un, Sir Frederick Crawio iy e S -8 dy for English and Welsh
M= e : ! 5 had been requested to pro-
i few high profile ‘bre break E Vi jommittee with the names of Ma-
1o perform a public nsrole o W : 5 police officers involved with units
[\ low others are ‘outed” by ! ble for several miscarriages of jus-
! most Mas et pite indicating to the committee
i ns, iﬂdudlm oS - - : mber 1997 that the United Grand
i) Ihe two Masonic lodges S would reveal these names, a 50-
Wrle inthe Houses of Parlia : g meeting of the Masonic Board of
elandestune When authorang ‘General Purposes had ordered Higham
Martin Short wrote ta Willie to reveal them afterall. The miscar-
waskmg himif he was a Free ‘iages of justice in question were major
i), Ihe ex-Home Secretary replie ones: the scurrilous ruining of John
yo never been an active Vi Stalker, the ex-Chief Constable of Man-
#ntered the House of Co chester who got too close to the truth in
8." However, the 1987 ye his investigations into the Royal Ulster Con-
. Grand Lodge of Ant stabulary’s shoot to kill policy in Northem
L pted Masons of [ f ava d; jraced West Midlands Serious Crime Squad
. 10 SQUALL- reveals that hé ; : arges of misconduct, was closed down in
cottish representative of Aus Gi eV 986, : discredited police investigation into the Birming-
 Wales. The casual ease with pfiueqtial & jub bombings which led to the malicious prosecution and
il urewaspreparedtoheabomhxs anic l - impriso memofthanowpardonedalrrmngham Six.
or doubt upon Masonic integrity. It is a'd “
only be assuaged by enforced public de
i nembership by all public officials.

Ex-police officers had made allegations that Freemason offic-
ersin the West Midlands Serious Crime Squad had operated a
“firm within a firm”. Serious allegations of malign Masonic ma-
j 10 Sir Maurice Drake, a top ranking Royal Arch Ma-  nipulation extended to police officers in the John Stalker affair
» High Courts' principal libel lawyer before retiringin  and to both joumalists and police officers implicated in the Bir-
pubhcs concem is misplaced: “It involves play-act-  mingham Six scandal. The Home Affairs Select Committee,
mider might say it is a lot of grown men behaving like  which had been considering the influence of Freemasonry on
| can understand that but it is fun. The secrecy was  the judiciary and police since 1995, wanted to know which of the

g nilly and I think the majority of people think thatitis not 161 names under suspicion in these cases were Masons so
i g oitant.” His fellow judicial Mason, Lord Justice Millet,  that it could assess the validity of these allegations. But now,
"hhvdves a certain amount of leaming and perform-  Commander Higham - who once gave a speech asserting ‘there

h I quite fun. We claim to have secrets but they are s very little secret about Freemasonry” - was refusing to com-
. There is nothing in the slightest bit sinister.” ply with one of the most powerful select commiittees in parlia-



ment. ‘| hope you will accept that is ‘no’, but not with contempt,”
he whimpered in his impossible situation as public fall guy for
the clandestine Masonic hierarchy.

Forawhile a constitutional crisis looked on the cards. The Serjeant
at Amns issued an order giving the United Grand Lodge 14 daysto
comply with the request of the Committee or else........ what? No
one had ever defied parfiament in this way before but now the
Freemasons thought themselves powerful enough to try. Both
parfiament and the press held its breath. Finally, as the deadiine
approached, a deal was made. The United Grand Lodge agreed to
provide Chris Mullin, the Chairman of the Select Committee, with
the requested names on condition that only he and the clerk to the
committee
*wouldseethem.
Not even the
other members
of the Commit-
tee would be al-
lowed to see
them and many
argued that the
necessity to
stike adeal atall
provided further
evidence of the
. extant political
power  still
wielded by Ma-
sons, The hap-
less Commander Michael Higham, who many view as a relaively
hamiess Mason occupying a public relations role, informed the
' Committee that the United Grand Lodge was to retire him early for
reasons that he did not know.

The persistent public impression that masonry provides a con-
duit of pemiciously manipulative influence in the police force
finally found direct evidence to back up its concems in the 1960's,
when 12 officers from
Scotland Yard's Obscene
Publications Squad were
jailed for taking bribes
from A2
were found to be Freema-
sons, with one of them,
Chief Superintendent Bill
Moody, discovered to
have helped one of the
| po tobecome
a fellow Freemason. The
integrity of the police force
in general took a serious
denting from the scandal
and non-Masonic police
officers weren't keen to take the rap. Public condemnation of
freemasonic influence was, however, slow to appear.

In a pamphlet entitied “The Principles of Policing and Guidance
for Professional Behaviour” published in April 1985, the then
Commissioner of the itan Police, Sir Kenneth Newman
concluded: “The discerning officer will probably consider it wise
to forego the prospect of pleasure and social advantage in Free-
masonry so as fo enjoy the unreserved regard of all those around
him. It follows from this that one who is already a Freemason
would also be wise to ponder, from time to time, whether he
should continue as a Freemason; that it would probably be pru-
dent in the light of the way that our force is striving in these
critical days, to present to the public a more open and whole-
hearted image of itself, to show a greater readiness to be invigi-
lated and to be free of any unnecessary concealment or se-
crecy.” Despite this call, the Manor of St James Lodge No9179
was set up exclusively for Metropolitan Police officers in 1989.

_\\

At least two Deputy Assistant Commissioners and 12 com
manders, including the heads of the Anti-Terrorist Squad ant
the head of Scotland Yard's intelligence service, are known
have joined this lodge. The present Commissioner of the M
politan Police, Sir Paul Condon, reiterated Sir Kenneth Ne

call with a similar degree of unsuccess: “Because of the pubs
lic's concem surrounding this issue | would advise my colleague
that it is better that they are not involved in Freemasonry.”

Condon is presently being sued by a former metropolitan polics
officer for several malicious prosecutions brought after a
sonic dispute. Graham Peacock, a police constable for 26
and a member of Masonic lodges in both London and Surre
claims to have been victimised after a “bitter dispute” with §
fellow Masonic police officer in 1992. Since that time he is
leged to have been maliciously prosecuted on three sepal
occasions for cannabis cultivation, murder and the illegal pos
session of firearms. He was acquitted of all these charges bt
spenttime in prison on remand. He also claims that his wife
been phoned up and threatened, and that his cat went mi
only to be found dead later with “horrific injuries”, thrown in ff
neighbour’s garden. If such exchanges go on between felloy
Masonic police officers, what happens to others who have run
ins with Freemasonic officers? Two Leicester businessmen foun
out when they decided to have a late night drink at the
Moat House Hotel in Blackbum where they were staying in
1988. Sidney and Shaun Callis (father and son) were unawar
they had walked into the ‘Ladies night’ organised by the \f

the pair and ordered them out of the hotel bar.
refusing to leave, the couple were beaten up and then cha
wma&aaultbyoherMasmlcpol officers also present.
the two men were )
found that the hot
ings demanding

percentof natior

The United Grand Lo 3

of freemasonry has declined by an estimated 200,000
last 30 years. Partly as a result of this diminution of p
more non-masonic public service officials have felt braver
publicly criticising the masonic network’s influence on pron
tion prospects within their profession.

The pace of this dissent in the police force picked up co
ably when the powerful Home Affairs Select Committee ins
gated its inquiry into the influence of Freemasonry on the poli




the judiciary in 1995, an event which immediately split the
force in two. Whilst the Police Complaints Authority and
Association of Chief Police Officers called for public decla-
, the Police Federation and the Police Superintendents’
tion were vehemently against. The rift reached public
after the 1995 Police Complaints Authority (PCA) annual
called for compulsory public declaration of Masonic mem-
by all police officers. its chairman, Sir Leonard Peach,
{he Home Affairs Select Committee that the PCA wanted
public fears that Masonry was being used to influence
‘Outcome of its investigations. :

Police Superintendents’ Association's backlash was re-
le. They told the committee: “Over the past two years
bonfidence in the impartiality of the PCA has been shaken.
of our members no longer see the PCA as being truly

, public confidence in the PCA, whose investigations are
minantly
by mem-
of the po-
lorce, has
been that

. As the
responsi-
I Investi-
malprac-
the police

ty with
Masonry

fight to
public ex-

i

Police
lcers
), which E
lodged ¢
Commit-
botween
nd ten
Consta-
of 43) are Masons, were nevertheless in favour of a
of membership in order to restore public confidence.
aninternal rift within ACPO itself. Paul Whitehouse,
vice chairman and Chief Constable of Sussex, as-
“It's the secrecy that is cause for concemn”, whilst
, Chief Constable of Manchester and presumably
the five to ten Masons in ACPO, called it “an infringe-
personal liberty”,

Federation, which represents the rank and file of the
snrvice, acknowledged to the committee that “there may
A significant number” of their members who were Ma-
were critical of ACPO's pro-declaration stance: “It is

for those who allege that Freemasonry does have such harmful
consequences to establish a case, and so far such persons or
bodies that take this view, ) totally. failed to fumish such
evidence. Rumour and inn ! enough to make the
case." The paradox of the F onwas there forall
to see. Which policeman
tablish any case if the ide
secret from them?

Indeed, the Home A
of submissions fromi
anonymous in the
of these submissions
their membership had
conduct, ten submissi !
malign Masonic influene 2 allegations they cited
included suppression of al and disciplinary allega-
tions, promotion preferment for Freemasons; cheating in pro-
motion exams facilitated by Masonic connections and falsify-
ing blood test results for Freemasons charged
with drink driving. A constituent of Chris Mullin's
(the current chairman of the Home Affairs Se-
lect Committee) wrote to the MP saying: “l am
aretired Chief Superi who commanded
the Commercial Fraud Squad and Complaints
and Discipline Department in a big metropolitan
force and, as such, | conducted many enquiries
in various parts of this country and abroad. |
have frequently experienced interference from
Masonic sources calculated to impede the
progress of an enquiry and do not doubt that
improper decisions have been made along the
way.” Mullin was charged with not revealing any
details of his case in order to protect the ex-
police officer. From what?

More fearless was PC Kitit Gordhandas, from
West Yorkshire Police, who wrote to the Police
Review saying: “| feel that Freemasonry stands
for white, male, middle-class members working
for the advancement of themselves and their
fellow Masons.”

After a two year enquiry, the Home Affairs Se-
lect Committee published their report in 1997:
% “We believe that nothing so much undermines

a public confidence in public institutions as the k
nowledge that some public servants are mem-
bers of a secret society one of whose aims is
mutual self-advancement.” The report recom-
= mended that “police officers, magistrates, judges
and crown prosecutors should be required to
register membership of any secret society and
| that the record should be available publicly.”

Home Secretary Jack Straw has acknowledged
this recommendation and looks set to insist it
covers the entire criminal justice system. Ear-
lier this year, Straw told the House of Commons:
“The Freemasons have said they are not a secret society buta
society with secrets. Ithink it is widely accepted that one secret
they should not be keeping is who their members are in the
criminal justice system.”

Exactly how this is to be implemented is not yet known or in-
deed whether such public declaration might be extended to pub-
lic servants both national and local. Certainly the clandestine
leviathan of Freemasonry still has a multitude of friends in high
places and has had to be dragged kicking and screaming to this
point. The battle against the malignant opportunities for political
and social manipulation offered by the extensive and secret
network of Masonic influence is far from over.
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e, reputedly the most secrefive organi-
W the world" ‘The News, Portugal

W Pumous Five. The Brady Bunch. The
fand Gang, The Bilderberg Group.
I8 it about these collectives of spirited
that make them prone to so many
ndventures?
- lang on a minute - that last one doesn’t
BN [amiliar. Apparently the Bilderberg
i thther than enriching our cultural lives
the world of children’s literature and
i, I actually a sinister, and all-too-real,
W olife, One moment you're being en-
Wl iy the exploits of another group of
b nngsters; the next, you're wimessing
iied pnset of world corporate domi-
What's going on?
B it ask seaff at the Caesar Park Penha
Risrt in Sintra, Portugal, who from June
Jih will be playing host to this shadowy
r fts annual meeting, A Portuguese
I reporter did, but that all they got
I fesort was that an organisation ‘wish-
e utmost privacy’ would be staying,.
Wwon't learn much more from the Por-
B ithorities, whose military forces are
Blly being deployed to safeguard privacy
e, fully and exclusively booked by the
i Citoup for that time.
et hotel, this ime in Osterbeek, Hol-
¢ the group its name after the latter
for the first time in 1954, The
Liroup is said to have been estab-
0 secret support wing of NATO as
4 Murshall plan, launched in the 1940s,
\, s membership has comprised some
g powered figures; not only govern-
lilaters, but industrial leaders, royals,
B il presidents. In 1977 the Tames
i Nilderberg thus; “a digue of the richest,
Wl e poditically most powerful and rnflaeen-
th Western world”
Mision? Strategic planning to has-
ke of globalisation; not only eco-
::u political — “the princpal feature of
W that it seeks one global government,
Mrtugal's main English language
M1 Yot they meet entirely in secret,

shun all publicity, an; don't disclose their

agenda to the public. The Famous Five have
just found themselves in the middle of a
plot by Orwell.

"If the Bilderbergers seem more publicity shy
than ever, that is, among other reasons, because
théir proposals, implemented by subservient agencies
sulh as he International Monetary Fund, have
cansed more mass devastation in recent years than
Warld War IT ever did. " Michael Thomas Wall
Street investment banker and author.

READ ALL ABOUTIT

“The Bilderbergers have been removed from aur
assignment list years ago by executive order... Our
policy seems to be that if the Bilderberpers want to
parley in private, leave them alome * Anthony
Holder former UN correspondent for the
Economist, now working for the European

‘We are barely aware of the [Bilderbergers'] ex-
istence, and we don't report on their activities,”

William Glasgow, ‘Business Week.

“T'he Bilderbergers are tao powerful and omni-
present to be exposed,” French broadeaster
Thierry de Segonzac

No wonder David Rockefeller congratu-
lated the world’s press for keeping “their
project” secret for so long!

* ‘Bilderberg Group - The Global Manipu-
lators® by Robert Ennger (Pentacle Books
1980) www.Bilderbergorg

YOUR NAME'S NOT POWN,
YOURE NOT COMING IN..

People who've attended previous
Bilderberg parties include . Henry Kissinger,
Tony Blair, Gordon Brown (chancellor), David
Rockerfeller. Edward Heath (former Con-
servative PM), Kenneth Clark (formet Tory
Chancellor), Niall Fitgerald (Executive
Unilever), George Soros (international finan-
cier), William Hague (charisma-bypass tory
boy), Peter Carrington (former chairman of
the Board, Christies International PLC)
Former Secretary General, NATO), Leon
Brittan- Vice President of the European
Commission , John Browne (Group Chief
Executive, British Petroleurn Company plc)
George Robertson Minister for Defence
D.Sutherland -(Chairman, Goldman Sachs
International}

/Vorld Domination
8 Bonda

rich and powerful tastes
catered for at www.

Bilderberg.org

CRAPARREST OF THE WEEK

Four years ago, Frank and Monica Victorio
began feeding the homeless and needy on
their block, They also took in at-nisk kids,
providing them with a home and encourag-
ing them to go to school. “We wanted to feed
onr nejphbors, because there is a lot of meed here,"
said Frank Victorio,

However,Police officers have cited the
Victorios as a public nuisance for operating
without a permit. Rodney Arnold, senior of-
ficer for the city rold them, “Hey, you can't do
this ot bere” The procedure against them ran
up nearly $700 in administrative costs thar
the Victorios will have to pay no matter what
the outcome. The Victorios have been mys-
rified by their fight with the city. Frank said
“We're mot a food locker; we just give food to our|
neighbors, How can you twrn your back on peapled™]

f the Victorios don't stop indiscriminately
and persistently helping people, they could
incur anywhere between several thousand
dollars and $25,000 in fines as well as risking
losing there home, Well that’s Justice? for
you isn’t it?

SOLAR (SUNNY DELIGHT?)

Energy companies are nototiously resistant to
such subversive ideas as generating power from
renewable sources, preferring to stick to old fa-
vourites like fossil fuels and nuclear power,

To highlight this, activists in America have
started generating power from small-scale so-
lar panels and giving it away, a shamelessly anti-
commercial practice which is sure to enrage the
corporate monsters of the energy industry. ..
The snag is that they’re giving it to the national
grid itself. Will the leccy companies complain
about such disgraceful generosity? Warch this
space. .. For practical info on renewable energy
check out wwwhomepower.com

Brighton June 18th Action Group
Affinity Groups Training Day
Monday 31st May - 1.30pm
Communirty Base, Qucen’s Road
This day will include a brief introduction

tojune 18th, legal briefing and
workshops to get people into affinity
groups to take action on the day.
More info: 01273298 192




JNGLISE HERETICS

English Hertage started work on Wednesday on
their latest scheme to trash - sorry, preserve - one
of our sacred sites. Holmehenge consists of an 18
foot circle of 54 trees enclosing an inverted oak
tree, planted over 4,000 years ago, The tree has been
named after the legendary Scandinavian tree
Yedrasil-the tree of life, traditionally considered a
portal to the underworld. It marks the end of “Pedars
Way’, an ancient walkway, forming a linear trangle
with Smnchengc and a group of monuments in
Essex. The site would have onginally been deep in
the forest before the land was claimed by the sea. A
local expert in tree circles, Buster, told SchNEWS,
“This sacred site wonld have been byl as a place of burial
and sacrifice the centre of the civcle it a mapeal shace, the tree
ir symbolic af Gad;pmr in iraditional beliefs and the andent
wm’fwmé a5 Dair meaning ‘door’, derived from paclic and
sanskrit. The name Druid i devived from Dur.” The peo-
ple who buile this monument over 4,000 years ago
worked with great precision aligning the four ex-
posed moots to the points of the compass, the sie
was obviously chosen with equal care for it sacred
significance, the gateway to one side of the ee
muarking a gateway between the worlds When Eng-
lish Heritage move the henge it will no longer re-
tain any significance .

English Herirage are concerned that the site will
be damaged by erosion,yet when SchNews spoke
o local geographer Miss Ellis she assured us © Diwe
to the alignment of 1he coait al this point there is a constant
bacilel epr o sand bandker. Also it i thanks o the sea that the
mionument has urvived for so long, wood does wot decay as
domg ay if stays satwrated and the tide tiner on this stretoh of
the cast ensure that the monwment 5 revealed omly rarely
and for short periods of fme."

In their preliminary attempts to carbon date the
ree E, H. have gouged out a 6 inch wedge passing
through the heart of the tee and completely chop-
ping off both the East and West points. This pre-
cise incision was made with a chansaw!!! It seems
safe to surmise that their primary criteria has litde
to do with respect for our ancient heritage so what
are they erying to do? Blatandy they're nor going to
make any money from the henge where it is now,
bur in a museum on the other hand....there are
also rumours that someone is aiming to achieve a
Phd through all this, well vou can surely see that the
furtherance of one man’s career is far more impor-
tant than a sacred henge that has survived for a
mere 4,000 years fulfilling the purpose it's makers
ntended.

Basically, someone should remind British Her-
etics that our sacred sites are not theirs to mess
with. We have not sanctoned their interference any
more than they have listened o the pleas of those
who want the henge to be left alone. As work is
already in progress anyone who wants to exper-
ence the Henge should ger down to Holme as quick
as you can. For info; www.talkingtrees.orguk E-H
0171 9733000

Earth Die, But We
Still Fight!!!!

Says our Polish Correspondent, One-Day Ac-
tion 7-8 June in memory of tousends trees cated
by Techocrats, which biulding motorway inside
“Mountain St.Anna” in Poland.One year ago was
40 days action against this motorway. Uinfortonetly,
police and private security broken our bodys bur
NOT HEARTS !l. We meet on squat Rozbrar in
Poznan - Poland, 6 June about 6 pm. We will play
foatball on motorway, some sit-in, much of fun.
Propably will be necessity of using U-locks, chains
and another things. (police and private security
agency try stop our fun)Please take sleeping bags,
candels, black wear and smile. More info

gubsqn’be.’ =
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SchNEWS in brief

Music And Dance (MAD) for Humanity Ltd
are putting on a party Sat 5th June at the Pleasure
Rooms in Tottenham, proceeds to humanitarian aid
for Kosovan refugees. Including Trance Orbital,
Irreverent Ink and ARC-i. Tickers £10/£12 from
usual outlers.™ ize! Streetparty June 5 10
AM until 22 PM on against the War on Drugs Meet-
De Dam S5q. Amsterdam. Live entertainment.
FREE!**"Acme TaT Supplies” have decided o
call it a day — but are keen to pass to any sorted
people with a list of their ﬁu.pplmn 0113 262 9365
email

The R1ght to Protest Forum is setting up an
organisation to provide legal observers and legal
observer training to defend protestors and dem-
onstrators. Mecting/discussion Weds. 23rd June
in the Bertrand Russell Room, Conway Hall, 25
Red Lion 5q, London 0171 727 0590
jbl@nedane.com ** Rally For Socialism, in Bir-
mingham on Mon 7th June with Jeremy Hardy &
Mark Thomas 01203 229311 ** Claiming Com-
pensation for Police Misconduct: A Guide to Your
Rights booklet available from Irwin Mitchell So-
licitors, Sheffield 0114 276 7777/273 9011 ** Get
a brand new fridge for £25 from Fridgesavers 0131
554 2532 ** Reclaim the Streets preview, a video
sereening of past Reclaim the Street carnivals, is
being shown at 7.30 pm,June 1st, at Portsmouth’s
Spithead Housing CO-OP meeting room**The
Whanstead stretch of the M11 link is the next green
space of the capital due for a splash of concrete
and tarmac. Shoppers may soon be able to drive
over where the Independent Free Area of
Wanstonia was and the old chesrnut tree, site of
the country’s first officially recognised tree house.
Then again they could park the “old lady” in a skip
and join the No M11 Link Road Campaign which
will open with a “music and gathering” event on 7
June. Meet 9.30am George Green, Wanstead

**Sunday 13 Junc King Arthur will lead 2 MASS

TRESPASS of the proposed Avon Ring
Road. Meet at the site 12.00 noon. Bring Banners,
Insruments, & Creativity.A Samba Band will ac-
company the march (thlﬁti will set off as groups
from either end of the Railw: ay Path.Meet Brassmill
lane in Bath and Trnty street in Bristol at 10.30
am.Overnight accommodaton  available at the
camp, bring your sleeping gear FF1 phone 0797-
999-0389
TORY ROADS PROGRAM
CAUGHT CLIMBING OUT
OF GRAVE s

Just when you thought the Torys’
roadbuilding progam was dead and buried,
it has been seen wandering around Essex,
mumbling about smearing the countryside
with more sticky black shit.

The Gorse Wood Campaign has been
founded in order to bury any hopes New La-
bour have of reviving the Torys roads policy.
During the last week a camp has been setup in
woods on route of the proposed new stretch
of the A130 between Basildon and Chelms-
ford . Undoubtedly something needs to be done
about the congested state of the present stretch
of road; however, a new road is not the answer,
The road is being funded through the Private
Finance [nitiative, the same scheme that brought
us the A30 extension, This road, like all roads,
will further fragment what is left of our indig-
enpus ecosystems, ie...it will basically be an-
other nail in the coffin of our already destroyed
native wilderness by agriculture. Apparently this
road could be the beginning of a new London
orbital motorway. Just what we need - another
ring of death , great], top one Il, sorted Ill, won-

WS, c/o on-the-fid
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derful I!ll, fantastic!!!!! Top banana. Any
you want to get yourself down there, the s
near the village of Rettendon, between B:
and Chelmsford . The nearest reference pol
Rettendon church; by the time of writing, s
may have been put up to direct folk to the
Phone the site mobile for more detailed di
tions, 07957 915977 , )

GET OFF YOUR LAND

Dineh language. To be relocated is to disap|
never be seen again” Pauline Whitesinger,
Elder and relocation resister

people is being transformed into 2
fice Area” because of the vast quantties
uranium and namral gas found beneath the
of these indigenous people. Since 1974
gress passed a law (o let the Peabody Conl €
pany opencast the largest coal reserve in N
America, over 14,000 Navajo have been p
into moving, and now just 83 families re
United Natdons has described the ref
setious violaton of indigenous peoples’
nghts. Many of those left face imminent
and constant harassment. Since February
have had livestock impounded (their cent
and eash source) by armed Federal agents as
restricted wood gathering, stopping the bui
even repair of homes, destroying wells,
springs, bulldozing homes and ceremo:
tures, and had to put up with F-16 fighter
100 feet above the ground.

Most of those that have been relocated
sent to the SmdmNew Mexico, downst

25% of the people have died from cancer.
*A few years back when NASA was pie]
for the Apollo project, they did some astro
ing on a Navajo Indian reservation, When
Indians found out abou it, they asked if
send & message to the moon on the Apolla:
Léndlxmrs happlh agmcd (dreaming sw
free propagandal), and quickly arranged
a message of an eider With the rec
pleted, NASA asked what the message
Navajo elder smiled and said nothing,
the NASA men played the recording o §
dians in an arrempt o find out whar th
said, but the Indians would only laugh and:
to translate the elder’s message o the mg
nally, NASA called in an official goven
lator. He reported that the moon mes:
“Warchout for these guys; they've com
your land."Black Mesa Indigenous Sup
Box 23501, Flagstaff, AZ86002]
www.netmanot.com/unity/unity.

wand fi
“Big Mamma is watching you kid”.
hagen there is a new surveillance facility
wurking parents, letting them watch
and child minders from the office comp
surveillance cameras will link to parents” wof
via the internet. This experiment
threat 1o the right to privacy for {mrh h
minder. SchNEWS wonders about the
constant surveillance on children and ond
teraction with one another and their te;
Fermmm has been welcomed enthusia
sabs and parents and the model will be
b)' other instirutions as an alternate way @
suntan.

disclaimer E

SchNEWS warns readers not 1o ger intod
capitalist pigs, coz you'll enly regret it in the
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W will not bow to these people. We have
W) 1o make here” City professional
Wks nd financial houses being nrged by the
W bndan Police to tighten secwrity” ... * shad-
Wations " with plans “to bring Britain’s
W wnire to a standstill” What's going on?
Aligust last year a call to action was
iliround the world ro any groups and
ils who recognised that, “the global
Wilem, based on the exploitation of peo-
e planet for the profit of a few, is at the
wir social and ecological froubles”.
b Lith was the day picked for interna-
Bl - the day when the world’s seven
Wlsttialised countries and Russia (G8)
In Koln, Germany. On their agenda
b ke economic growth, more free
il more power for corporations{for a
i on why these things are bad read
b BchNEWS #1-213)
Year the G8 met in May in Birming-
lulr meeting was intended to pass
| und unopposed but across the
l¢ rose up in opposition. 30 Re-
Mreets parties took place in over 20
#, whilst 200,000 protested in
il, India and 50,000 landless peas-
i unemployed workers took to the
i Brasilia.
Yur's party and protests promise to
Phlipet and more effective.
L bilicnl ecologists in Zimbabwe, Po-
Wl and Portugal, the Auto-workers
W, the North Sumatra Peasant’s Un-
Bingladesh Garment Worker’s Un-
Plherfolk’s Union in India and the
ant Lnionists of Austria, the un-
sl France, indigenous groups fight-
Milpanies in Nigeria and Peasant
negil are all gonna take part in
EILE,
slved are based in each continent,
I spins and the sun nises on June
i will sgist in Perth, Sydney and
W, Australia, through Indonesia, In-
liclesh, moving on to simultane-
Wi i Senepal and Nigetia in concert
i ,_|’.llmpc;u1 states from Czech Re-
islind and Iraly to Greece, with June
g with events in almost 20 US.
with acoons in Brazil, Argentina,
i and Uruguay.

) =
Carn Wal,. . wepesmorne
x/revelry 2. Occupation of the streets in which the sym-
ols and ideals of authority are subverted 3. You cannot
' watchcarnival, you take part

“The roar of profit and plunder will be replaced
by the sounds and rhythms of party and pleasure as
a massive carnival of resistance snakes its way
throwgh the square mule." Reclaim The Streets

In the UK people are targeting the City of
London, because as a June 18th flyer explains

“If a road or dem is buslt or an seo-system destroyed

o itis becawse an imvesiment bas been made in the Cr'fj',

W hethmawits fustasies closing in Liverpool or sweat-
shops opening in Jakarta, it &5 becanse the City is
making millions from the misery it creates.”

And that’s getting the powers that be all hot
under the collar. As an article in the The Sunday
Telegraph explained, “City insiders say the police
are faking the protest threat serionshy aind expect o see
at leatst 10,000 demonstrators take to the ireess, One
instder elose to the discussions satd that the police are
e caneerned about reports of a buge surge in the
sales of second-band swits in Oxgam and other Char-
ity shops ... the fecling is that the City conld face
considerable disrption.”

See ya there!

* SchNEWS rang up a local OXFAM shop to
ask if sales of suits had been soaring. A con-
fused shopworker confessed she hadn’t notced
adding “They do make up some silly things those
journalists”. Meanwhile other City-types reckon
the suit-plan is seriously flawed “no bankerwould
be seen dead in an Oxfam suit. . .everyone in the
Ciry dresses in Ermenegildo Zegna chinos™. Se-
curity men have apparently been told to wrestle
to the ground anyone in a moth-eaten suit.

Here’s a quick run down on some of the
events taking place in the City on the 18th.

7:30am Critical Mass - Huge cycle action
to jam the Ciry streers - bring your bikel Meet
West Smithfield, EC1, (near City Thameslink)

10 am Picket of Reed Employment
Agency, 87 Moorgate, EC2 - resisting “New
Deal” harassment of Claimants. Haringey Soli-
darity Group D181 374 5027

10:30am  Animal Abuse is as
Transnational as Capital - meet Farringdon
tube 1o demonstrate against the City’s role in
animal abuse. Tel 0171 278 3068

1lam Anti-McDonalds picket - meer Liv-
erpoal Street McDonalds, Tel 0171 713 1269

1lam Global Chain Reaction - human chain
around Whitehall. Bring banners + whistles.

12 noon Carnival Against Capital - a Re-
claim the Streets style carnival and parade
through the City. Bring things to make music
and noise with, radios, food to share, banners
etc... Consider dressing as a City worker or a
cycle courier. Meet Liverpool Street Station.

Tel D171 281 4621,

I ;'ur fT’_\"lAI\gRIBE§LIlg£ 'THE WE

At Kingston train stanon after last Mon-
day’s Fair some guy asked to use the staton
loos but was refused by station staff as it was
deemed ‘too late’ o unlock it even though
there were 4 staff on duty and they'd just let
somebody else use it The passenger shouted
that he was diabetic but the stff surted push-
ing him around and lashing out with their fists.
Within minutes 3 patrol cars and a van umed
up spewing out 8 officers. Behind the waiting
room amid shouts and screams the old bill re-
strained and removed the not-so-happy cus-
tomer. Are privatised train companies taking
the piss or what?

* Did you see this man get atrested? Do you
know who he is? Ring the SchNEWS miscar-
rages of jusnce hodine NOW

T30 pm Association of Autonomous
Astronauts - protest against the militarisation
of space. Assemble Green Park Tube

4:00pm Picket of Aroma, McDonalds
brought the Aroma café chain earlier this year.
Meet Bishopsgate entrance of Liverpool Street
BR Station Tel 0171 713 1269

7:00pm EuroBunk - meer ar Wateroo In-
ternational for the 19:27 Eurostar to Brussels,
for an overnight stay in Brussels (accommoda-
tion pravided - bring a sleeping bag), then meet
with Belgian and French activists to catch the
08:25 train to Cologne ar 10:57 in time for a
huge demo against the G8 summit, e-mail:
eurobunk01@hormail.com

Campaign Against Arms Trade will be
taking action against an arms teade related fi-
nancial insticution. Bring smart clothes and D-
locks. Tel 0171 281 0297. They will also be co-
ordinating a “Bread Not Bombs™ free food dis-
tribution on the day.  Give them a rng if you
wanna help cook.

* Protest against Yodaphone, the multi-bil-
lion pound company who recently managed o
twist the arms of (ie bribe) Lib Dem councillors
to build a giant HQ on a greenfield site north of
the town, close to surprise, surprise, the new
bypass. Meet 8 am Newbury train station

Accomodation:1f people require crash space
call Reclaim The Streers 0171 281 4621 /e-
mail res@gn.ape.org

Legal info:If you are arrested on the day call
0171 837 7557, If the line has been blocked call
Bindmans and Co. 0171 833 4433, A defendants
and witnesses meeting will be held on June 19¢h in
Marchmont Community Center, 62, Marchmonr
Street, WC1, Nearest tube: Russell Square

Global street Party Glasgow Friday 18th June.
Meet Tpm ar Kelvinbridge or Kinning Park
undergrounds.

* Squaring up to the Square Mile - 2 rough guide
to the City. Send a SAE (31p) to June 18 info, Box
F, 111 Magdalen Rel., Oxford, OX4 1RQ

For more info about actions happening in the
UK and the rest of the world visit: www.jl18.0rg

* Transport to the City leaves Brighton %am
on June 18th. Tickets are available from
Brighton Peace and Environment Center. 4
each. If people want to guarantee 4 place in the
transport get yer tickets now,

wherries and cream at Cambridge Reclaim the S
Widpee train station, 1pmCoach from

righton:tickets

treets Saturday 12 June. meet
g 5 @ Peace Centre




CARAVAN CREW
T am bere to "Kill Monsanto® before it kills families
like mine”  Kumud C » Gujarat, India

About 500 farmers from S.Asia are on a whis-
tle-stop tour of Europe as part of the Inter-
Contnental Caravan, against globalisation, free
trade and corporate rule, For many women, like
Kuomud, joining the caravan meant leaving their
homes, family and village for the first time.

During the tour, they plan to hassle the World
Trade Organisation , the European Commission in
Brussels and the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development in Paris, before con-
verging at the G-8 summit in Cologne, Germany,

Last weekend some of them came to the UK
and got involved in a genetic crop-squat in Es-
sex. The site was turned into an organic,
permaculture garden with an info centre focus-
ing on the global dangers of generic engineering,

Lapshanka Upadia, a Caravan delegate re-
jected claims made by the Nuffield Council that
biotech companies have a “moni/ impierative” to
experiment with the world’s ecosystems in an
effort to feed the world. “The farmers of India can
Produce more than enough food for the whole conntry”

S0 who are the ‘moral’ people behind the
Nuffield Council’s ‘independent’ report that
reckon genctic food will help to feed the world?
Er, reputable authorities such as the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry and many of the
biotech companies. Oh, nearly forgor, Nuffield
is also funded partly by Wellcome Trus, strong
supporters of biotech research.

* The Caravanners arc ending their jaunt of
Europe with a Laugh Parade outside the G8
summit on June 18th.

* The Caravan crew were also part of the
35,000 crowd gathered in Cologne last weekend
to protest about the EU summir.

* Genetic Engineering, Food, and Our Envi-
ronment: A Brief Guide by Luke Anderson,
£3.95 from Green Books, Totnes, Devon TQY
GEB www.greenbooks.co.uk

* Another “shadowy’ organisation have pub-
lished a comprehensive guide for eople to find
out where nﬁ the UK’s generically engineered
test sites are. Check out the Friends of the Earth
web-site www, foe.co.uk

TOCROW
ABOUT

Police surrounded a farm in Bedfordshire last
week after a member of the public said that
shots had been fired and a gang of youths had
been spotted in a field(an ominous combination
of circumstances if ever we heard onel} A heli-
copter using it’s “sky shout’ broadcast “ sty where
_yoit are. We are armed”. Mr Cooper who owns the
land said “ I couldn’t believe my eyes. The belicopter
was over my house, telling me fo stay indaors. Police
were crawling everywhere” The “shots” came from a
crow scarer that Mr Cooper has been using for
30 years. The surprised ‘yoofs’ were sitting down
‘minding their own business'(yeah - and enjoy-
ing the natural high of communing with narure
no doubt) when armed police surrounded them,
barking orders as the helicopter hovered over-
head. SchNEWS can just imagine the resulting
mild panic - like one of yer more extreme para-
noias ain't it!

THE EILECTORAL
KOOL-AID ACID TEST
Following 2 new rule for the European elections
the Green Party are urging voters to indicate their
choice using a smiley face symbol ‘synonymous with
the drug ecstacy’l SchNEWS reckons it will take
miate than 4 smiley face to impart a loved-up vibe to
the whole elections farce, Apparently almost any
sort of dewing including a flying pig is acceptable!
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Keep SchNEWS FREE!

Tel/Autofax : +44

P o — —
ust send 1st Class sta
you can make copies. Post free to all prisoners.

in brief

What with the publication of ] Stone’s new
book ‘Last of the Hippies® are even the or-
ganisers of the Earth Spirit festie taking the hine?
Dave Morris of McLibel fame was there to give
his view of multinationals, then later after a
debate about Kosova one man is invited back
next time to talk about class struggle! ** Talking
of Kosovo, there’s a public meeting next Wednes-
day 9th at Cock Tavern, Between Euston and
Kings Cross 7.15 pm ** Next Demo against

iligrove cat visiection Farm, Sat. 12¢h June
12 noon, Dry Lane, Witney, Oxfordshire, 0121
6326460 **Demo/support for 10 arrested in
‘mini Reclaim The Streets’, Mon Tth June,
10.30am Manchester Magistrates Court, 0161
226 6814**Save Our World Festival.
Brockwell Park, Lambeth, Sun 20 June Three
music stages and an interactive and performance
area. Tel: 0171 6400 492_** Reclaim The
Streets Party! Sar 12 June 1999 Newcastle
upon Tyne - Meet Monument Metro or Central
station, 1pm Tel 07091135047,

:TEN YEARS ON

“It seemed as if (the tank’s) gun barrel
was within inches of my face. The treads
rolled over my legs...and I was dragged
for a distance.” Fang Zheng’s legs were ampu-
tated in hospital. Police told him, *keep quiet’
about it but he refused. The Chinese govern-
ment still denies thar anyone was crushed.

Ten years ago today, the Chinese government
staged a full scale massacre of peaceful protesters
occupying Tiananmen square killing thousands of
people, followed by intense repression throughout
the country; arresting and beating thousands and
throwing many into jail for such heinous crimes as
egg-throwing. The carnage and injustice is widely
remembered, but what happened to the ordinary
folk, the students and workers, who darsed 1o speak
out for democracy? Beijing signed a UN covenant
last October, raising hopes of a human-rights thaw:
Not a chance. Latest events show that there is still
zero tolerance of individual expression which may
be construed as a threat to Communist Party nule.
At least 241 Tiananmen prisoners are still incarcer-
atedin squalid conditions in China’s prisons experi-
encing a continued denial by the Chinese govern-
ment of basic human rights. People who just threw
cgs are still serving sentences of up to 20 vears,
Many others still inside were jailed simply for 'mak-
ing g 5 sters, ot -
phlclz‘m 1 hdrmcsupmlgew from im“}?;:fmp‘il?;

Others have been locked up in mental jnstitu-
tons. A Chinese textbook on criminal investi-
gation, published for the police, lists “writing
reactionary letters or posters” among symptoms
of illness. Most Peop{: are unaware of the con-
tinuing plight of the dissidents as the majority
of cases go unreported and often relatives can't
find out where they ‘re being held. China denies
the existence of political prisoners, stating that
cveryone has been sentenced according to law,
This does not account for thase sent to the de-
tention camps by “ administrative decision” with-
out a trial.Following a depressingly similar pat-
tern the Chinese authorities were in full-on con-
trol freak mode yesterday as the nation celebrated
the Qing Ming festival in which families honour
their dead. Human rights campaigners were de-
tained in a security sweep aimed at preventing
Fl’..mmm in the run-up to the 10th anniversary

tananmen. In Hangzhou, a group of activists
were detained by police when they tried to lay
flowers for victims of the 1989 massacre, being
warned to cease such political(l) activities, The

uare, in the heart of Beijing, has been fenced
off since the end of last year and will remain
closed —conveniently - for renovation work until
after the June 4 anniversary,

Support the prisoners. Contact Amnesty In-
ternanional 0171 413 5500

mps (e.g: 20 for next 20 issues) or donations
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June 8th 1994
“While out with my baby daughter (the
just six weeks) and a family friend, T wa
tacked by 15 drunken students... hit ove
head with a glass bottle, punched, kicked
cut with a knife. 1 was chased 150 va
received a number of substantial injurie
ing a broken nose and cheek, broken &
number of open wounds to my head, fag
hands, and cuts and bruises covering my &
body, but in the course of the struggle, ta
myself being stabbed, I managed to gain pi
sion of the knife produced by one of
tackers and five of the students were
with it. Despite the fact that every single’
pendent witness formed the clear view
was the person being attacked I was the
person arrested. After spending over a
remand, and following a trial characte
every dirty trick in the book T was convies
2 counts of GBH and received 4 sentence
vears imprisonment.”

My own 20 odd year history of revol
anarchism frequently brought me to the 2
of the }Eﬁ t may be no co-incidence
Special Branch Detective Inspector involy
arrest in Dover in 1980 on an explosion
in charge of the police station in Sheffiel
dealr with my prosecution 14 years later, i
ing the Pomona Incident(the attack n
outside the Pomona Pub) they really i
the stops to secure my conviction and a g
prison sentence.”
une 8th is an international day of
solidarity of Mark. In the UK there will
cts outside Sheffield Crown Court 12,302
m and the Star newspaper, York St. 3
Spm in protest at the papers campaign §
against Mark.

Public meeting at the SADACAA Cent
The Wicker, Sheffield 7.30 pm sg')mk::s 1
Paddy Hill of the Birmingham 6.

Contact Justice for Mark Barnsley ¢/
149 Cardigan Rd., Leeds, LS6 iL]
snide@globalnet.co.uk i

White letters of support (recorded dell
make sure they get there) Mark Barnsley Wi
HMP Full Sutton, York, YO41 1PS

“Only those who attempt the img
will achieve the absurd”

So say the Association of Autonomol
nauts, a global network of those who
build their own spaceships and leave this
behind’. And so they're organising the
Independent and Communiry-Based Spacy
tation, in ‘London, Harth’. Those of you
ing what community based space explof
come to the Intergalactic Conference,
can hear lecrures on ‘the everythingisation
and catch some Extraterrestrial Cinema;
sided football; take part in the *debate
lennium'- (that's Star Trek vs Bab
coursejand protest against Spaceship
Laws and the militarisation of space. For th
tically minded, there’s training on how |
your own rocket, star navigation, low
practice and astral projection. If you
your nut after all this, you'll probably m
All-Night Rave in Space (venue TBAfat o
week, which promises m make stumbling
M25 at 3am look like a walk 1 the pad
0181 9859981 web: ourword.comp
homepages,/mfic

< disclaimer

SchNEWS warns all readers not #
work dressed-up in silly costumes
and commir carnival sin. Then you wi
tent. Honest.
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une 99: Representatives of some of
i poorest farmers from India and
@ developing world brought their
test to the City of London as part
the ‘Inter Continental Caravan’
€C). This saw 400 farmers travel
pugh Europe and India protesting
nst the increase in globalisation

\d free trade which benefits multi-
: companies at the expense of

’ qtthepmpupla




The Intercontinental Caravan...and us...

So there was Going 1o loe a tour of Third World achvists, mainly
Tndian Farmers , around Eufope in June. And we were asked, as the
t mobile kirchen, 4o cook for theu stay of 4 days

ne, we HouGhr, could be interesting ...

Anarchist T
in e UK.

4 L

|
1

4% | oOK, I DON'T WANT ~
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direct action movement is an organic
twork of people taking responsibility for
Ir own lives, expressed through local in-
dnrvantions, chaotic global connections and
Wiendships. Reclaim the Streets spontane-
Winly and temporarily emerges from a shared
ulisfaction with the way our lives are run
\s, with the rat-race and a society based
W sxclusion and enclosure, profit and con-
. As a dis-organisation, RTS is mobile and
Ivo, It is there when péople decide to in-
na in public spaces, evoking the utopia

# botter society.
Wit TS is becoming, where it will go from
, Iulies on your ideas, your dreams and

ns."

‘MAYBE’ May 1st, 2000.

/CASTLE RTS
reclaimed and decorated to ad-
@ the Newcastle Reclaim the
s and the annual Newcastle
tival. The RTS, on 12th June,
od several hundred people to
a central city street for the
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NEW DEALS DOWN ON THE FARM

The Exodus Collective of Luton have been making a name for
themselves as a movement for people-led social regeneration over
the last eight years. Now a multi-ethnic housing estafe, on which many

SOUAT,

Where Do You Want To Grow Today?

of them were born and live, is coming together in a New Deal for L“:’::’::‘M":n’:'l::m
Communities partnership which could secure £50 million of government |ErErET
money. Jim Carey and Tim Malyon catch up with the Collective. AIMAN TS

Frontline Communique
The State Its in
Squotes

Resources

Links
From Our Correspondence

“It is ordered that the defendants must not do any of the
following acts: holding, causing to be held, organising or
permitting the holding of, or participating in, or otherwise

assisting in any manner whatsoever, any entertainment,
party, concert or other gathering....at any time between 9pm
31 December 1999 and 11am on 3 January 2000 (inclusive).”

Sandwiched between
the M1 and the main
London to Bedford rail-
way line, the farm was )
once used as a rubbish tip during its years of derelictiol
“You can grow plants that will take
pollutants out of the air and the soil,
long time Exodus member, Arms. “You'
gotta extract negative!
If we can do it i
where.” Arms’e

iy

| having sewegﬁﬁbnths for m"p

relict old peopll
home rebuilt by Exodus, initially
money from the dances then by pooli
housing benefit. Squatted in 1994 thi
licensed from Luton Borough Co
HAZ Manor now houses forty people, W
a communal creche, workshops al
permaculture garden.

Most recently a New Deal work placement was being planh

So read the message of millennium goodwill sent to three key
members of the Exodus Collective by South Bedfordshire Dis-
trict Council. But, with entry prices going through the roof for

for the Manor. Exodus went through an extensive proce
of certification involving the Employment Service, Lut
Barnfield College, the County Training Group and The Tra

millennium new year events, Exodus persevered with their
annual free party festivities in a disused warehouse near Luton.
Thousands of local p%ﬂe danced in the next millennium,

without being ﬂm =
As regular SOL&.LIEBGE

ing Network, all of whom supported the idea. i

Then on September 18 1999, the Collective took part in

£105,000 by Triodos Bank and £50,000 by
ICOM, the Industrial Common Ownership
Movement, interest to be paid from the hous-
ing benefit of those living on the land.



lnode of BBC 2's ‘Living With The Enemy’. The theme of
B programme was cannabis legalisation, which Exodus
pports as an essential first step in establishing a realistic
lonal drugs policy. With BBC cameras recording the
nges, former Chairman bridge University Con-
fvitives, Jame > HAZ Manor and
hite drug iss! before disap-
iring to info 8 smoking he'd

ling some-
ith, for us to
liver a contract

Ut of the blue it e Almost by chance, residents of
Farm Estate discovered that Government regen-
W lunding under the New Deal for Communities (NDC)
1o had been earmarked for Luton. An area of between
#4000 households would be selected to receive up to
lllion over the next ten years and
I8tla for securing the money strongly 8
il the visions and decisions should
nt-led.

Wlale was an obvious choice, with

In available workforce unemployed
il nverage 4%) and a recent his-
10l and social unrest. On the posi-
| Iwenty two per cent of the 9430
I8 come from ethnic minorities al-
i rastafarian and long-standing
, Lovi, observes: “I've seen lots
Il hare, but never racist graffiti.”

s and Millennium celebrations
il an already tight deadline, an em-
Umbrella group of Marsh Farm resi-

i community groups, including lo-
bhos, tenants associations, sports
nd the Exodus Collective, went
] 1o develop the estate’s presentation and suc-
il securing the bid.
il & potential £50 million to facilitate their visions, the

residents and community groups of Marsh Farm are already
coming out with radical proposals which may yet change the
face of community regeneration in the UK. One suggestion
includes the purchase of a 120,000 sq ft disused industrial
warehouse situated in the middle of the estate with a view to
converting it into a multifunctional community centre run by
the Trust. Also, at the beginning of February, representatives
of the Centre for Alternative Technology in Wales visited the
estate to conduct a feasibility study into the use of wind tur-
bines and solar panels to provide low cost electricity for estate
residents; free for pensioners. “Windpower for the people” trum-
peted the local paper.

Having only won the right to bid for the money, Marsh Farm
now enters the crucial phase one of the scheme. By April
14, the estate’s residents and community groups are re-
quired to have established a fully representative Marsh Farm
Community Development Trust capable of interfacing with
local authorities, business and service providers. It's no
small task for an area of some 4000 households, neither
formally defined by pre-existing council wards nor previously
represented as a whole, working to a tight, some might say
ridiculous deadline.

However, using a small part of the £10,000 made available
by the NDC for the initial consensus building process, Marsh
Farm residents have opened a community office in the old
Co-op supermarket which had long stood idle with its grey
steel shutters down. This vital component is designed to
address a common problem of excluding residents unfamil-
iar or uncomfortable with formal meetings. To counter such
community ‘turn-offs’, the old Co-op is now a drop-in centre
where residents - young and old - can come in their own
time to present their visions for their estate’s regeneration
or to view ideas already under consideration. The people
they will be talking with won't be bureaucrats but fellow Marsh
Farm residents staffing the office on a voluntary basis. The
office is now buzzing with activity.

Exodus plan to transfer Long Meadow Community Free Farm

and HAZ Manor housing schemes to the jurisdiction of the
Marsh Farm Community Development Trust. “We're trying
to find a way to give it back to the people so that it stays

Pio: Ian Hunter




that way for eternity,” explained Steve Sovereign, an Exo-
dus Collective member and Long Meadow Farm's repre-
sentative on the emerging Development Trust. The Collec-
tive have already part raised and part attracted £11,000 of
separate funding to open a recording studio in a youth club
on the estate. Managemeiiffof thierstudio will be passed
over to the Develom'l'wstorfceﬂ is. up and running.

Meanwhile Lord Apdrew Hwiandia curmﬂt!y negotiating
with Exodus ovepsthe selectiontof a suitablé piece of his
135,000 acre Bedfordshire estaté to bé freely loaned for
their outdoor rm'-- prtainly i aid to me, do

would say we
had problems when we didn't talk,”

Lord Howland told
ware very easy to falk'to, ﬁ:ey talk per-
fectly good serise and | would recommend someone talking
to them rmr«mn doing iton a con&«'ﬁaﬁmai basis.”

@ they will p@mptly ‘Atransfer their hard
o ihe_emewfm Farm Community
st is; dy surprise many. But
unequivocal.

“We didn't sqhgg eto 10 make it private to us,”
affirms Exodus,Spok '_ WM Farm resident and
father of four, Glenn Jenkins. "We've had ‘community free’
on the name from day one. | Long Meadow Community Free
Farm will be an autonomous unit serving the estate and
owned by the Marsh Farm Community Development Trust.
All the early indications are that bottom up, do it ourselves,
is gonna work on Marsh Farm. And when it works on Marsh
Farm it's gonna glow like a candle in a dark place so other
estates can emulate the same way.”

Additional information on the Exodus Collective can be found
at www.squall.co.uk
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M um from the other country. We
Wilin the city, there is no longer any
¥ of the Sun...And you,
\wWithout music and without ge-
W0 longer serting out for the haci-
the roots think of the child and
vine is finished off with fables
almanac. Now that’s finished.
i see the hacienda. It doesn’t ex-
fenda must be built.”
Wililury for a New Urbanism (1953)
ks in the wake of police impound-
Phidus Collective’s soundsystem,
provided sounds at dozens of
il free parties, last weekend just
tcked the North, The Hacienda,
iire of the country’s burgeoning
culture, revered international
e, and mecea for those of the
Jiiieration, was squatted last week-
¥ final blow-out bash.
il or so party-goers inside were
almost as many again outside, as
WG i ar midnight to prevent any
iple from gaining entrance to the
itted since the previous day.
thecky attemnpt at storming the
y repelled by vigilant party peo-
i went wild outside, randomly
anyone who seemed most lively.
Mbulutly excited six and a half foot
ufficer struck someone straight
bk, before this plain clothes guy
W' copper you idiot!”
laystem eventually was negoti-
Bl Hum, Until then overhead, the
e spotlight swept over deter-
y heads getting hauled up into
shuffling along ledges, and all
Meling the building.
things turn full circle. The Ha-
We name came from an obscure
L written in the 1950s (quoted
bl Where unattributed, elsewhere in
W io-called by the club’s original
Vet oy Records and the band New
seho those no-compromise
B lenls of untrammelled desire and
e,
W be raoms more conducive to dreams
s bouses where one cannot belp

-

it in playing imported Chicago
I 10 its 1988 heyday the club stood
W01 the acid house scene, and fresh

‘¢ tulture - the second *summer
ue for Madonna’s first UK con-
Mt i birief time the Hacienda was

the world’s most famous club, featuring on
the front page of Time magazine, But things
fell apart. The profit motive cut in as gang-
sters sought to control the drug trade; guns
and fear, threats of closure, Then the demons
took our space: after Factory records spectacu-
larly crashed, the Hacienda closed in 97 as
that same profit motive put it in the hands
of property developers. The word is they are
planning to turn the building into luxury
flats. Ever felt the hardcore dance energy rush
in a luxury apartment?

Not so luxurious, anyhow, as the Marquess
of Tavistocd®s gaff,Woled up as he is in one
of Britain’s largest stately homes, Wobern
Abbey. We might be content to let him fester
there for the time being, but that when the
Exodus Collective came to put on their last
big ‘do’ on a out-of-thesway bit of his land
last May 29, the police turned nasty. After
their strategically-planned operation seized the
Collective’s vehicles and rig at the tail-end of
the party, and nicked seven, one senior Bed-
fordshire officer was unusually honest; “T¢ i
unfortunate that a telephone call from the Mar-
quess of Tavistock receives more atfention [rom
bigh up than a complaint from a menmber of the
general public. But that's the way it goes."

Exodus continued to receive plenty of at-
tention the following day when, securing the
release of their rig from a compound in
Leighton Buzzard, they were trailed by two
police helicopters and an armed response
unit(!), while another helicopter buzzed over
Exodus’ HAZ Manor. Spokesperson for
Exodus, Glenn Jenkins commented ‘Onee
again, improper political pressure on the police at a
high level bas made them jump like grasshoppers.

Previous to this ineident, we were in a situation of

dialogwe, discussion and no confrontation with the
police...but when there are dodgy attempis to stop
the dances then the consensus of the Exodus Col-
lective and the peaple who come to the danves is that
the frequency of the events shouid step up.”
“Games are forbidden in the labyrinth.”
For what would be the alternative to Exo-
dus’ exemplary determination? On the same
bank holiday as Exodus got busted, Home-
land’s ‘pay-rave’ took place in Hampshire. 17
hours of corporate entertainment, yours for
amere {44 +booking fee (then pints £3a go;
burgers £4). Part-sponsored by the Mean Fid-
dler, the event’s seven dance stages were all
sponsored by such dance culture devorees as
Ericson mobile phone company, Bud Ice and
Strongbow. Meanwhile on the hill outside
the triple fencing compound, a blacked out
police van carried out surveillance to watch

CANTICOPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION

PARTY ANIMALS

out for any ‘dodgy looking geezers.’
SchNEWS has learned they had instructions
to move in if people hadn’t spent enough
money in the past hour (OK that last sen-
tence we made up, but you get the picture).

The hacienda must be built.

* Anyone who was arrested at the Hacienda
party, knows anyone who was or witnessed an
arrest, please call the Manchester Hacienda legal
hotline - 0161 2266814

* For a survival gpwde to free parties (including
gems like “Wherever you party, cleaning up after-
wards is essential. Why should we fuck up the coun
tryside for a party - after all, industry and roads do it
much more effectively’) check out the latest
SchNews book. The 260 page Survival Guide in-
cludes issues 151 - 200 and a whole lot more. Yours
for £7.20 inc p +p from the usoal address.

* Watch out, there’s some dodgy pills about!(no,
really?!) White, hard gloss finish, domed, with iden-
tical obverse & reverse,no logo, no score,some have
blue flecks inside, 7mm wide x 4.3mm thick in cen-
tre, 3.1mm thick at edge. These contain dangerous
amounts of & chemical which has killed 2 people
recently in the US: www.ecstasy.org

JUNE 18th

CARNIVAL AGAINST CAPITAL
“The roar of profit and plunder nill be
replaced by the somnds and riythms of party
and pleaswre as a massive camival of resistance
snakes ity way through the square mile.”
Transport from Brighton leaves 9 am.
Tickers: Peace Centre Gardner St. [4
* There's a prop making day for the camival this
Sunday(13)at Brighton Unemployed Centre off’
Carhion Hill 12 noon - 6 pm. Everyone welcome -
bring materials if you can. The June 18th legal group
now have a web-siteblagged.freeserve.co.uk/j 1 8law

Spot the odd one out!
T army, nany, RAF and royel marines, Braich
Nuclear Fuels, British Arrogpae, Defenee Evaliation Re-
sereh Assocation, Ferrnt, Gl Welloee, SHNEWS,
Jobm Lemis, M Domakds, Rolle Royee.

Yep, all of them except SchNEWS are dodgy
enterprises who take an active role in killing peo-
ple, animals or the planet. What's more, they will
all be participating in the “Manchester Graduate
Recruitment Fair™ run by the universities and The
Guardian. 5o, if you're interested in clanfying the
options for job-seekers to promote more ethical
employment, there'll be a large demo outside the
main entrance on Thursday 24 June 9:45am.

* A tecent careers fair in Norwich saw the
Huntingdon Life Sciences (vivisectionists
extradionaires) stall occupied and the company’s
propoganda replaced with leaflets explaining the true

niture of the company’s work.




MORE PRIVITISATION
BY THEBACKDOOR...

“Conncil housing was vripinally championed ar a
method of providing decent affordable bowsing to mil-
lions of peaple. Lacal councls were accountable throngh
clections and conld wre cheap rater of interest available
to docal anthorities fo fimance invertment progrants, squeez-
ing out the profiteers who were making so much money out
af peaple’ desperate housing meeds”, Defend
Council Housing

In March this year New Labour, following in
Thatcher's foot-steps announced plans to privatise
over 140 000 council houses over the coming year,
thus continuing a policy that has seen 250,000 coun-
cil homes sold over the past 10 years.

Of course, tenants have to be balloted first to
see if they want a change in landlord - but un-
less there is a strong tenants group opposed ©
the sell-off, aggressive sales techniques such as
glossy pamphlets, paid door to door canvassers
and the promise of doing up run-down estates
puts the pressure on people to switch.

The Tories hated council houses(rénts have
increased by over 50% in the last ten years). and
building came to a standstll. Councils weren't
even allowed to spend the money they received
from selling their Enuscs! To cap it all in the past
10 years over (8 hillion has been tased from
council rents, thus starving councils of the cash
to spend on carrying out desperately needed re-
pairs, And whereas ﬁuusing associations are able
to borrow money to' invest in decaying stock -
local councils can’t.

So does it marter who your landlord is? The peo-
ple behind Defend Council Housing (DCH) obvi-
ously think so “Rents are higher in the privae sector and
in bowsing assoqations and femanis have moch leis seonridy.
“ Even the Housing Corporation - the housing asso-
ciations’ own governing body — have s As-
sociations for detedorating tenant services!

Defend Council Housing are having a National
Conference on Saturday 19th June at the Friends
Meeting House, Mount St., Manchester City Centre

Contact them at DCH, ¢/0 Haggerston Com-
munity Centre, Ha};‘gersmn Rd., London E8 4]A
Tel 0171 254 2312

* Are vou concerned about proposals for 4.4 mil-
lion new homes in England over the next two dec-
ades? The fact that all the homes being built in the
countryside seem to be executive homes?-Then you
need to get along 1o The Urban Regeneration and
Greenfied Environment Network
{(URGENT)Conference on Sustainable Housing
Sunday 1(ith 4;:.1\' 10 am — 9 pm Ruskin College,
Walton St., Ondord

Contact URGENT, Box HN,111 N Rd,
Oxford, OX4 1RQ Tel 07000 785202
wwwurgent.orguk

FREEDOM TO CHOOSE

The Government is telling us that killing people
at a distance is sorted behaviour, bur deciding to
take care of our health isn't. So next time you feel a
bit rough and think some herbs used for thousands
of years might help, don't bother going down to a
health food shop and getting some supplements! As
reported in SChNEWS 205, a Govt proposal will
attempt to rechissify herbal remedies and vitamin/
mineral supplements as medignes, potentially putting
loads of small businesses out on their collective ears
and paving the path to a toxic corporate future. For
those balanced individuals whose ears can still hear
whiths going on there’s a March for the Freedom To
Choose on Sunday 20th June, 11.45 am from Hyde
Park (Comberdand Gate) 1o Trafalgar Square. Coaches
from Brighton leave at 8,30 am from St Peter’s
Church, tickets £5. 01273 276648/0171 385 0012.
if you feel like some direct action, 22nd June , 6 pm
Jubilee Room, Houses of Parliament, Consumers
For Health Choice are lobbying 200 MPs ar a meet-

ing not to the pui.)lic
ubscribe! -----
yK::I::m‘l make copies. Post free to
E Autofix : +44

all prisoners,

SchNEWS in brief

Gill Emerson, featured in a recent crap arrest
after being nicked for sitting on a wall during a
visit by Prince Charles, beaten up in a cell, given a
broken nose, spraved with CS Gas then charged
for eriminal damage o a police camcorder, has
had her case thrown out of court ** The
Porkbolter - Worthings premier monthly news-
sheet - are claiming victory at last months local
elections with their Don’t Vote campaign. The
final score was Pork-bolrer 69%, All the political
parties 31% “many thanks to all of you who
actually got off your back-sides and stayed ar
home.” The Tories now control the town with
the backing of just 16.8% of the electorate! For
copies of their excellent newslerter send an SAE
to PO Box 4144, Worthing, BN14 TNZ
wwwworthing.eco-action.org/porkbolter**
Naughty students occupied the National Union
of Students HQ this week to demand that they
support a campaign for non-payment of mition
fees. An NUS spokesman told SchNEWS they
were against students paying tition fees, but-eh,
refused to support students who didn’t pay them!
This was because it was apparently against the
law, (although he couldn’t think of which law it
was against), and not what students wanted
(because they all can’t wait to cough up an extra
grand a year). Nice to see the NUS is sucking up
for students’ interests with such clear, well
thought out policies. ** On Wednesday 3rd of
June a group of activists squatted the building
previously known as Bishopston Community
Centre, in solidarity with the previous community
workers who were forced to leave aftera long
battle with their religious owners. The church want
to turn the space into - another church, There's
all sorts of activides happening. Tel. 0117
9444401 ** Party in protest against UCI
Cinemas outside the Empire Cinema Leicester
Square, London WC2 on June 18th at 6pm Thisis
the company whowant to build the multiscreen
shopping car-park nightmare at Crystal Palace
(SchNEWS 203) ** GM whistle-blower Dr
Pusztai will be one of the special guests at a
debate on GM farm animal feed @ The Oxford
Union, St Michael Streer, Oxford.8.30pm, Mon
June 14ch Tel: 01865 513224 hitp:/ /millennium
deabte.org ** Camden Green Fair is on Sunday
20th June 12 - 6 pm at Kilburn Grange Park Tel
0171911 0959 ** ** Brighton Urban Design and
Development (BUDD) the people who organised
the protests against the Sainsburys superstore in
Brighton, are holding a public meeting to find out
what people want on the station site. It’s at
St.Peters Memorial Hall, London Rd on Thursday
June 17th 7.30 pm Tel 01273 681166 ** There'’s
also a public meeting on the Fur Trade on June
18th at the Woodlands Centre, Woodlands Ave.,
Rustington 7.30 pm ** Haringey Against
Privatisation have organised a public meeting about
the councils plans to privitise the schools in the
area under the Private Finance Initiative
(SchNEWS 210) 1t’s on Wed. 16th June at the
Sixth Form Centre, White Hart Lane Secondary
School, N22 7.45 pm Tel 0181 211 0558 **The
London to Stonehenge Walk will arrive in
Winchester on 18th June. If you want to join
them on their way to the stones for the solstice
call 07979 0113795%* A GM oil-seed rape trial
was destroyed this week by sneaky Wiltshire
landowner Capt. Fred Barker. The hunstman was
growing the crop for Agrevo with 8 organic farms
within a six-mile radius, there’s even an organic
ploton his own farm. With the Soil Association
threatening o revoke his and the surmounding famms”
organic growers licenses, legal actions would have
flown. If only more farmers opted for an easy life.

SchNEWS FREE! Just send 1st Class stam&s (;i%ZG for next 20 issues) or donations
WS, ¢/o on-the-fiddle, P.O. Box
(0)1273 685913 GET IT EVERY WEEK BY E-MAIL: schnews@ébrighton.co.uk

INSIDE SchNEWS SPECI

“The flowers are all dying in the heat. The
ately  weed befp”

These were the emotional wor
Johnathan Aitken’s mum as she reves
she had to sell the story of her son’s
grace so that she could pay for a water
system at her house in Ihiza. SchNews
saddened to report the deplorable in
of the former Tory hot-shot. The on
minister who secured arms deals
royals was given 18 months free acco
tion courtesy of HM govt. (will he d
an interest?) this week. It all began
promised to use the sword of rruth &
the terrible lies that the Guardian pri
cerning who paid his hotel bills in Pas
was just one teensy problem- they were
his libel case against them collapsed, ang
done for perverting the course of jus
amongst other things, getting his teena
ter to lie ro cover for him, So poor litt
ended up getting shafred by his owil
SchNews feel it is wrong to gloat over th
demise, and are organising an appea
raise money for his mum’s sprinkler s
can also write to him at Belmarsh ptis
he is currenty residing, but he will soon’
to Ford Prison. Please send only gen
of condolence, and definitely not an
the lines of, “you deserve everythi
you tory bastard!™

Please donate generously to the Johnath
golden shower campaign., we may alsa b
ing trips to visit him if there is enough

Wild in the city

Typical , a bit of wilderness manages
inoffensively in an inner-city park in Li
long enough that even the Council
informal footpath that has become a
Then suddenly it's sold off for deve
needs owls, foxes, rabbits, pipistrel bats:
wildlife not to mention many different §
trees when you can have two three-s
of huxury flats, 4 new road and a car p
mined to make the council think agiin,
dents have moved into the area occupyin
This area has few wild spaces, yet lot
buildings and waste land. So why wa
permission given on this site? The G
Nature Conservation Strategy states i
will be to provde the poople of 1 iverpool nithy
wildlife sites throwghont the aty which ane
part of their everyday lives- and provide
tional factlity”. How exactly do they su
this planning permission will achieve

Friends of Princes Pack 0403 178

...and fing

Curators at Madame Tussaud’s !
Sydney, Australia, have had a hard nme &
of their exhibits’ sexual apperites, W
that every fine we went past Bill Clinton,
anlone, " says manager Vicky Brown.
ductions "are very avcessibie, anilike the red
she said (that’s not what we've heardl)
et wp close to get their photograplis taken:
museum staff has therefore sewn the
zipper shut. Shame they can't do that!
thing and maybe sew up his mouth too Wh
at it and do vs all a real favour! =

disclaimer ;

SHNEWS warms all neaders oot 1 anend any illegal g
part in any criminal activitics Alwarys stay within e kg
st in, wach tv and go on endless shopping sprocs fifl
fives with endless consumer crap..you will fhen f

SchNEWS mailout crew needed
- -

Ea\'able to Justice?) Ask for "Ori
600, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2
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| #¢onomy shall function in

j¢ with free market principles.”
Rambouillet accord Feb 99
vﬂll be a new deal for financial

bie the words of the UK’s Foreign
Nubin Cook last week after Nato's
Wninst Serbia. Where Nato's troops
llinational corporations wﬂl surely
il their never ending pursuit of

E:“ fuels and cheap lz

nbing was pevera hurmmu.nsn
I & war not only about Nato
It about resources; its a resource
h, 11 former head of the European
i, Jaques Delors, said will define
fury.
I8 rich in nickel, lead, zinc
ite and kaolin. It also has vast
il chestmut, oak and beech all ripe
ul pickings.
Llield is the question of oil under
M) B, As environmental journalist
J)mn'm out “For some time now the
have been and the US
lnm M&P&}vg’f 1o get their

leim is access. In the winter of
American oil boys began seriously
ington poliicians to loosen the
doing business in that part of
=_.*: t best route for 2 pipeline is
# country which nicknamed the
| Satan’. Maybe not the best
lernative is via the Balkans, but
fequire a US military and
sence o ‘stabilise’ the region.
n 12 August 1998, the US
Policy Committee claimed
b LS ked Nato intervention in Kosovo
W0 place. The onty rrissing element
U8 piwent —with suitably wud media
Wil e the ntervension poétically
Clinton &5 wkpgﬁra trigger’ in
iy obwons, ™
88 Wil Serbia’s failure to sign the
" ddra fred atRx.mhmiI.Izt,Fme
ltl:t)rds would have given a
Kosovo complete and
power, immunity from
pwhu: they want, when they

want, and “spon simple reguest”’to be given all

ommunications services completely free.
As the author John Pilger com d, “The

HYPOCRITE OF THE

“We must hammer home to our
children... that violence is wrong... We
must teach them to...resolve their
conflicts with words not weapons.”
Bill Clinton, in the wake of the
Columbine High school shootings

pecce negotiations were siage-managed, and the Serbs
were told: surrender and be oapsed, or dont surrender

mammwmm

aceept this
Hey, we won the war!

SchNewsaren't ists for Serbian atrocities
but what about some of ‘our boys’ antics.

*1,500 is the number of Yugoslavian soldiers
Serbia admut have been killed in the
campaign. That’s also the number of ‘collateral
damage’, sorry - civilians casualties Nato admit
havcbcmkﬂie.dbyﬂm:lnmb&

* Professor Nikos Katsaros, head of the Union
of Greek Chemists reckons ‘v anbgaalcsasiophe”
has taken place in Serbia. Nikos Charalambides,
of Greenpeace Athens adds %‘a&wm
mew;mﬁrwmg
diwan.” Dioxin is the industrialised world’s most
toxic product, 2 carcinogen that can exist in the
atmosphere for up to 50 years, it has been linked
to foetal death, immune deficiencies and skin
diseases.

* Depleted uranium shells were beingused, as
they were in Iraq, where the incidence of leukaemia
and rare cancers has multiplied seven fold since
the 1991 Gulf Wac ted uranium is also the

arms
sales.O:;ﬂ'ncﬁmday of:mbommhhgﬁmoﬂl::
Bonsh Aerospace rose

inthe FISE indume;]Yg,wltn
President Clinton gave a speechin May refusing
to rule out aground war the Janes Defence Weekly
Index shares rose 24 points.

Butit is after the conflict that the real arms
bonanza begins. Planes unable to fly because of
cloud cover, min and cruise missles missing targets,
will resultin 2 race wech more acaurate
weapons. The B2 Stealth Bomber, can bomb in
any weather, even at night, but costs $2 billion a
throw so only a few have been built. Postconflict,
Clinton has promised to pay for a whole lot
more.

* “The expansion of Nato” report by the campaign
Against the Arms Trade , 11 Goodwin S, Finsh
Park, London, N4 3HQ Tel 0171 281 0297
www.caat.demon.co.uk

GLOBILISATION BAD
FOR YOU SHOCKER

After salmonella in eggs, BSE and the
dioxin scare, the latest threat to our
th is, wait for it, the globalised economy.
Dcspm: being the favourite project of western
governments and businesses, the World
Health Organisation and the International
Labour Organis:mn reckon that shifting
production to developing countries where its
easier to kill wurrer:gs without fear of
prosecution might, amazingly enough,
increase the number of deaths and injuries at
work. Work accidents and diseases kill 1.1 m
people a year-as many as malana. In the US
one, occupational deaths and injuries cost
$171bn a year, which makes work as costly as
cancer. This s sts yet another reason for
business’ love affair with globalisation -
westemn employees are expensive, what with
inconveniences like pensions, national security
and work place safety measures. If you poison
and maim third world workers, however, it
won't cost 4 penny and l.hen::- always more
where the last one came f;

wtgr{DrA aélgsAnce a.rAms P‘!lmn.

hﬂmmmmlabdledas dwmw

Appa.remly the animals are popular with
teenagers, who roam the streets in packs,
terronsing the rich. The authoritics have
banned pit bulls from Rio's streets between
10pm and 5am, thus thwarting the young
scamps who will, of course, all be tucked in
bed at that time. Pit bull owners have
promised a dogged non-compliance

A e S
OUTNOW
SchNeus Survival Handbook

issues 151-200 wath cartoons,

photos and 2 whole lot more 1o help you
protest and survive as well as a
comprehcnswc database of aver 500
Yots o ions Yours for a mere

t[! 20 inc. ]:Ep from the usual address.

CANTHCOPYRIGHT - INFORMATION FOR ACTION



STONED AGAIN

This Summer Solstice we truly have snmcﬂmg
to celebrate when the sun mses over *

SchNEWS in brief

A Danish army officer really got on the tits of
hxsfma!emlmgu:swhzmhcotdemdmmﬂ'm

the Exclusion zone has been lifted for the first
time since the Bartle of the Beanfield in 1985.
Stonehenge has been a gathering place
for people to celebrate the ﬁnlsucn: From 74
onwards the Stonehenge People’s Free Festival grew
to bea massive annual event, celebrating the solstice
in style untl 1985 when the police resorted to
violence to stop the party. A shocked ITN reporter
who witnessed the scene described &, “ve saw poice
tactics which seemsed 1o break new grownd in the scale and

intengity of thesr vioknce. We saw police throw hammers,

- all the When they complained,
he resorted to vital statistics, claiming the
man had told him a C-cup size 100 bra
would fit 90% of Danish women. **The
govcmmcnt 1§ prepanng to scﬂp restrictions on

uge new supermarkets. By a coincidence,
the news comes days after Wal-Mart, that’s the
world’s biggest retailer to you, took over ASDA.
Apparently Tory Blair met Wal-Mart bosses in
March, and presumably pmlmsed to bend over
backwards 10 acc fate them ** Behind
hanm:rrcadmg kamrafm bank on th:'

Not So Natty NATC

Owlﬂﬂfxx:mtsfmmum

partin a 10-day march from the Intema |
of Justice in the Hague to NATO HQ n B
the end of last month.
'I'h:i:mwastusoc NATO plans for

it they said they had ‘a
under the Nuremburg po
every citizen must act fo pm:m such
After being received by local pol
delivering anti-nuclear speeches and flyers
and villages along the way, the marchers w

entry to Brussels by the Mayor, The NA
was sﬂkd barbed wire, and the not
Belgian dot police were out in

MJndﬂt&rmhwﬂx d of ads 1100 d | ilwo
R ‘m wghr::;mm blockaded a third and staged an
fov waing. shdpeb 4 b 'k i ‘!? march along Princes Street., Edinburgh, last

Ipes’ m-h.r. * Although 420 people were arrested
that day, every case was thrown out of court, with
the polict ending up paying damages. Then, m March
this year, Margaret Jones and Richard Lloyd won a
historic victory in The House of Lords which allows
them and others the right to peaccful protest in the
area. In gleeful celebration during the spring
equinox, varnous pagans and druds were jomed by
the Mutant Dance sound system at the stones where
they partied through the night.

This weekend the annual walk by the Free
Stonehenge Campaign from London amves at the
Stones where they hope to join up with ke-minded
ndividuals for a peaccful party within the exclusion
zone. The aim is to phy it cool this year ‘cos y' know
those Wiltshire Police are easily aroused!
Supetintendent Andy Hollingshead promises to use
Iuspowm vgmmﬁhr"mmpan}' pn:ru:nk

thnu: The sun wil set at 5.499m°|:§Mun
21sf and nise at 4.59 am BST on Tues 2nd.

Stonehenge Campaign c/o 99 Torrano Ave,
Londoun, NW5 2RX For a copy of ther quartedy
newsletter send an SAE

* The Last of the Hippies - booklet about Wally
Hope, one of the main people who got the
Stonchenge Festval going and what hay to
him at the hands of the authodties. £1 + SAE
from DS4A, Box 8, Colston St., Bdstol, BS1 5BB

GLOOMY WEATHER

While you were out sunbathing, you didn't see a
couple of slands disappear did you? SchNEWS
asks this because two Pacific islands in Kidbati are
gone, disappeared, sunk without a trace, down the

phig-hole. This follows record storms and floods
aumslhc[ﬂﬂ:ﬂumﬂ::hﬂl&wymx\ndwhy’
The real reason is that global warming is taking
place even faster than scentists previously thought.

Global warming causes the level of the ocean to
rise, due largely to increased levels of greenhouse
gas emissions (CFCs, carbon dioxde ctc). As the
overall tem nfdmplmensmcd,huof
Antarctica break off and melt, thcre is more
evaporation and ranfall then its goodbye to lnd
masses, Jeaving people scrambling theirhomes
for hugher ground.

As continues, smalllorw-lying iskands

will be the first to go, but not the last. A one
metre tise in sea level - easily possible within a
century - would affect up to 5 million square
kilometres - 3% of the planet’s land area - &
New York, London, Bangkok, ant to mention
30% of total cropland, The statistical facts are
staggering, we haven't the space or anti-depressants
to list ‘em all here.

Read the ‘Chmate Caisis’ issue of The Ecologist
£3.50 mcp+p, ¢/ o Cissbury House, Furze View,
Five Oaks Road, Shinfold, WSussex RH13 TRH
01403 786726.

Subscribe! ... .-

you can make copies. Post fw to all

EICN'D
Keep SCANEWS FREE! Just send Ist Class stamps

Saturday. The protests were part of co-ordinated
world protests to highlight the links between
economic globalisation, poverty, and the
destruction of the Earth’s environment.** Tommy
Sheridan, Scortish Socialist Party MSF, and lan
Pﬂse, new Socialist Party Lewisham councillor,

g at a Sodalist Party mlly. Thurs 24th
]unc 30pm, Conway Hall, kcd Lion Square. Tube:
Holbom. ** The new copy of Green Pepper is

DUt now wnhbtsufdmm the Eurnpean Union
and resistance to nasty bureaucrats and greedy
corporations. Send £2. SOmc p+§;1[:)cyﬁ, PO Box
94115, 1090 GC A lethedand:
email gm:upep@ey&. Bnghmn Lifeline for
Immmgwsmnlﬂml-!obgubh,hlonday
215t 7:00pm, g convoys out to the Balk
Come along or phone 234 788 ext 234 or 0780
864 3523,

RIP . Our thoughts go out to the friends and
family of Joseph Glover, one of the survivors of
the Hillsborough footballdisastes (SchNEWS 208).
Juseph, a found ber of the Hillst h
Justice Campaign, lost a brother at the d He
died last month after pushing his &mf:ul::nof the
way of n Ev: -tonne marble load and taking the

NUKEM cowBoy

These days it can be neady im| to geta
train where you want to go, so here’s a SchNEWS
top tip to ease those transport blues..strap a load
of nudear waste to yourself, and watch the mil
network open up before you. Well, it works for
Butish Nuclear Fuels Ltd, who transport 50 toas
of radioactive waste across the country this way
every week, exposing communitics miles from
nuclear power stations to the delights of radioactive
dust and the risks of serious disaster if one of the
trains derailed. When BNFL dedded o re-route
trains through Cricklewood, parking nuclear waste
there for fifteen hour peiinds, the locals were'nt
happy. In response, the government ordered an
‘mdependent survey’, app(mmglhe matcly
pamed company, Nukem to carry it ou gﬂ
was published on May 4th and according to r.l:e
transport minister John Reid it proved that the
nuclear wagon trains present ‘m threat 1o public health’.
So, who are these defenders of public health and
safety? Well, CND have revealed that independent’
Nukem have nearly [100m of contracts
with..BNFL, and both companies own chunks of
Urenco, & umanium ennchment firm. Nukem also
has a long record of corruption and lyig - they're
hetng sm:d in the US for trying to stitch up

and have been dooe

NATO allowed 5 representatives into
for talks, but showed them no auw ar
Activists then dimbed and cut through fe
camry out “citizens’ war crime isp
did not go down well at the high
quarters, with ot police throwing ;
over the fence, hitting them with batons
water cannon. 130 protesters were amresn
all were later released without charpe.

Two days later protestors were back ;
the amestometer spiral to the dizzy
This time one actuvist managed to get
main building and “borrow™ a military u
Whilst wearmg it, he “confiscated” som
discs, but lost them again dudng his suls
arrest. The events recetved good media ¢
being reported across the wordd by

nnt in Ihc US.

ppeal for Pence,
Loadon N4 II}TQI{M 0181 34]

HUNGRY OR JU.

On the 28th May a Sudancse re
murdered during deportation from
airport. The police put a motor bike
him, his hands and feet were tied and he
onto the plane where he died from
Two weeks ago refugees and ther
losing patience with this kind of abuse fre
Europe, occupied the Green Party
Cologne. Protesters were still on H
the G8 met in Cologne.

wwwhumanrights.de/
.se
There were a few interesting o
guestlist at the recent meeting of in
baddies, the Bilderberg Group (see
213)'1'hc 120 delegates met in Po
“Nato, Genetics, Emerging Markets, and |
Finandial Architectsre™and how great
that doesn’t get your paranota fi
were nonc other than the prince.
irpm‘l 1l ml“.
em-tmcm.cnuisr ]nnnthm Pormt.

all those nasty rumours about him
with, and that bodies of rebellious
tumning up in the Thames. Equally
ﬂ:e[msmc:of?mt’smm:(m

h and co-opting ecol

falsifying documents and tlcgnly audear
wtcuto d:cunﬂthchNEWSrdmsNuk:m
ﬁ)obmdulkon:lwhnpng:mﬂmu

to lay off them and get proper jobs

Cum:n: Communities Against Nuclear Trains
0171-700-2393

o e e O el BT RS SR RS SRS TN GEW R SR S RN OND Sem S s
20 for next 20 issues) or donations (payable

prsoners. ¢/o on-the-fiddle, PO. Box 2600, Baghton, East Sussex, BN2
Tel/Aurofix : +44 (011273 685913 GET IT EVERY WEEK BY E-MAIL: schnews@brighton.co.uk

said, and anyway Porrits PA
bgnummplfotym:s Tlteplnt

&eeph«upmdslnphungludl
merchant bankers. Then you ‘Il feel reliewe
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Imnpaigngroup’sskim,bmynu’mgmmfmahnghmdymfw
'l to put on a benefit gig. You turn up about nine o’clock on
wight only to find one of the bands has pulled out, the compere’s
with the DJ about running orders, the soundman’s got the
pear, the venue owner’s demanding money with menaces
h-one turned up cos someone forgot to sort the advertising

.. The SchNEWS Guide To Putitng on a Benefit Gig

IRED: 1 up-for-it posse, 1 phone, a supply of
il neglected art of delegation and shitloads of that
od stuff.....

ONE - GETTING YOURACT TOGETHER... Bands and
un obvious starting point. Local acts that have just started out will
s 0f mates that theyll bring along, But why not have a bit of

Wlormers are up for doing bcneﬁts for free, but the rule of thumb
Slmp up for expenses, usually transport. It’s a nice touch on the

pihuck in abitof food and booze too, (the so-called ‘rider’ - wot no
M. How about contacting an artist with a large national /interna-
slile, and have a local act for support? Your local library will have
il the White Book, a directory of all UK-based artists and agents,

prxlmgwummelfpkmynf time. You might need to stump
hire fée and/or a deposit, (get them to waive it - it's a benefitll]),
b flc include the hire of any PA/mics lighting and technical backup
need? (See STEP 4, below). 1f you have access to a place that
Hve o Public Entertainments License, you won't be able to have
i) two performers atany one time. Squatting a venue for 2 night can
il plan, (see How to have a free party” - SchNEWS Survival Hand-
), but DON'T RELY ON DONATIONS to mise cashlll Sell
¥ I, (n mere wip down the Cash and Camy)!!l Or another way
I 1o havea ‘private party’ in a local hall or wherever, invite only, and

THE SCHNEWS GUIDE TO PUTTING
ON A BENEFIT GIG...

forget little things on the flyer like the tme, date, place and the name of
your campaign....Schwoops! Fly posting is good but don’t name the
venue cos the owner could get into ouble - beware negative publicity,
And avoid CCTV - obviously! Finally, word of mouth is all important, so
get a buzz going, mention it at campaign meetings, in the pub/khazi/

STEP 4 - A BLAGGER'S GUIDE TO TECHNICAL STUFE..
Generally speaking, it’s best to have someone on side with a bit of the of’
technical knowledge. These sorts of people can be blagged from local
music shops or recording studios, especially if you've got a good bill
together. Most venues will have a PA system and sound man but you
might have to hire them in. Bands may be up for sharing amps, drum kits
ete, (the ‘backline), but let them sort it out amongst themselves well in
advance. DJs need decks and all the right connector leads!! And the venue
may need special inswanceif you have certain circus smff (like fire-cating).
IFANYONESTARTS ON ABOUTMULTICORES, DI'S OR MONI-
TORS, CALL FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE!! FAST!

STEP5-ON THE NIGHT... Geteveryone in as eatly as possible to setup.
Bands soundcheckin the reverse order they're appearing in. Usually everyone
will just get on with it as they arave but it helps to have someone from your
posse to co-ordinate things and welcome everyone in. Transport on hand is
agood idea; cos things get lunched out and need buying at the last minute.
MAKE THE PLACE LOOK BEAUTIFUL! You're doing some con-
sciusness-mising here, so a decor crew is a good movell Or what about a
video? And don't forget to put campaign related stall/posters/info around
the place for easy info access, Iralso helps 10 have a ipht bastard working out
the ranning orderand making sure people stick to it. KEEP THOSE EGOS
IN CHECKH! Remember, everyone’s working for free and may have travelled
alongway, so be cheerful and friendly and we're all only human and things can
et stressful but it's all OK! RIGHT!

STEPSIX - HAVEA RIGHT LAUGH INNIT... If you've followed
the first five steps, then you should be ready to have itlarge style by now:
In between acts it can be a good idea to buy a bottle of something and
have a raffle. And this is a party with a purpose, so get one of the acts to
give it some on the mic about your campaign! (or get a speaker in, but not
too late on, for fuck’s sake, cos everyone will be far too lashed.)...

RIGHT!SNORTED! SEE YOU DOWN THE FRONT!!I

V... Tt could be good to
¢ with a bit of experience
pilers 1o get the flyer/poster

prything!ll And its easy to

poLLOCKS
Bollocks
BeLLOGKg

BoLLeCK§




leerpool

Before June 18th: Visions

Thousands of leaflets and stickers were circulated in the run-up to June 18th. These
are some of the messages that were put out;

Imagine Financial districts across the world filled not for profit and plunder but with
the sounds and thythms of party and pleasure.

Imagine A world where people have control of their lives and communities.
Imagine A society based on mutual aid, sharing and the respect of nature.
Imagine Taking your desires for reality.

Imagine Replacing the existing social order with a free and ecological society based
upon mutual aid and voluntary co-operation.

Involve Yourself

Dream up an amazing action

Organise local planning meetings or come tothemonthly Loﬂdﬂn meelings.
Choose your favourite transnational company, bank ot investment fund, find outns
much as possible about them - location of HOs ete and prepare fiin and games;
Spread the word - print leaflets - talk to people= nﬂwuk.

Take a day off work or go sick on 18/6/99:

What?

Demonstrations, protests, actions, pickets; stinis, ihut&lms.habnhgr Ieﬂﬂeﬂmg.
blockades, games, hacktivism, parties & more.

Simultaneously transforming the city of London nd other financial cenires across
the world.

Why?

In recognition that the global capitalist systemt is at thc mot of our social and
ecological troubles.

18/6/99 - To coincide with the annual meeting of the G& leaders.
A growing alliance of social and environmental movements,
“We are more possible than they can powerfully IMAGINE."™

After June 18th: Reflections
The following s very short excerpts from the Reflections on.June 1th booklet. Tothe
authors - thank you and somy if you find your comments wildly out of context. And there
is some slight paraphrasing for grammatical reasons, Just remember that these comments
were made affer J18, but hefore the developments of November 30th and beyond.

* . last year, | went to one of the very early J18 meetings. Something that
came out very clearly then was the following idea: “This is not another street party.
We will even try and avoid using the words ‘street party”. Rather, we will be taking

St Statio

the fight against destruction and exploitation directly to the place where much o
controlled, We will be targeting the Square Mile. Though a camival did end up e
part of the day, | feel the *targeting the Mile’ line carried right through all th !
publicity and planning, | personally was well aware of the kind of things that n
and did - happen, in the way of such buildings as the LIFFE and banks being dag
and occupied, and accepted - okay hoped! - that this would just as much be part
day as dancing, boys in sexy frocks, sound systems, and running into old friet
(And) from a personal point of view [ am totally chuffed by what happened
LIFFE and other such places - it will be a cheerful memory for along time.®

An Activist Ghetto?

The tension between the form of *activism’ in which our political activity ap
its increasingly radical content has only been growing over the last few yed
hackground of a lot of the people mvolved in June 18th is of being ‘activists
*campiign” o an ‘issue’. The political progress that has been made in the @
scene over the last fevw vears has resulted in asituation where many people have i
beyond single issue campaigns againstspecific companies or developments 0@ n
ill-defined yet rionetheless promising anti-capitalist perspective. Yet althou
content of the campRigning activity has altered, the form of activism has
instead of taking on Monsanto and going o their headquarters and occupyi
have now seen bcyond the single facet of capital represented by Monsanta
develop a*campaign’ against capitalism. And where better to go and occl py
whatis perceived as being the headquarters of capitalism - the City?
...l seems wehiave very little idea of what it might actually require
capitalism. Asifall it needed was some sort of critical mass of activ
offices o be reached and then we'd have arevolution. .

The activist role is a self-imposed isolation from all the people we she
connecting o, Taking the role of an activist separates you from the rest of the
race as someone special and different, People tend to think of their own fi frst !
plural {who are you referring to when you say *we"?) as referring fo some comny
of activists, rather than class. For example, for some time now in the activish
it has been popular to argue for ‘no more single issues’ and for the imporiag
‘making links’, However, many peoples’ conception of what this involved
‘make links with ‘other activists’ and other campaign groups, June |8thd
strated this quite well, the whole idea being to get all the representatives of
various different causes o issues in one place at one time, voluntarily e
ourselves to the ghetto of good causes. ... (But) part of our difficulty is
sustainable form of resistance outside of activist ghettos, finding forms of eng
which enable others to participate and constructing networks which go beyon
already in place.*

(f { Can Dance, It’s Not My Revolufion
Despite having approximately 10,000 people in the City of London, only a tand




Pic: John Hodge

Rpm June 18th 1999

i 1ok place on the morming of June [8th, and actions that were taken were
i the sense that they were organised in established fashion, CAAT actions
W locking on in banks, Critical Mass etc. Despite the notable attempts to block
iz most peoples” involvement was to choose to meet at Liverpoal Sfreet.
fhirther instructions, rather thar to plan their own autonomous actions.”

thing Out To A Wider Range of Peorle
e times - such s in the campaign against genetics and in the later stages of
wils movement - when by happy co-incidence we attract genuine popular
Thiis i bolstered by events which are both radical and genuinely inclusive -

o tully at Watlington and the crop trashing that followed, It is then, and only
wlit battles are won. ...(We need the) sympathies and interests of a wider
b i England and beyond.

Mt whatabout all those whoeither out of dignity o necessity feel they must work
il that they have some stake in the system that we're destroying? For me this
0 0 the issue, The key message is not o the capitalists, itis to us, It says this: ‘If
pivlensions towards being a truly revolutionary movement, youmust work with

You must listen, and not assume that you know best.”

e
Windows .., piling up rubbish on the street ... throwing things at the police
4, but none of these things automatically imply the refusal of capitalist
Wi and commodities, the creation of common wealth and the building of
i community. The social revolitionary process we desire will sometimes
A 1ot or two on its periphery, but a street riot does not a social revolution
I does proletarian bargaining power come primarily from streetfighting.
i hurgaining power comes from collective withdrawal of labour, organising
. sharing free goods in the community... If you lived in a part of the world
{lghting was a daily occurrence you'd soon find that the novelty wears off
W imust be very clear that the media concentration on the “violence™ on
b deliberute attempt to discredit our movement and divide us along the line
iher e agree that “violence™ is legitimate or not. ... Violence was only a
portion of the global 118 project and most 118 manifestations passed off
"I " £
I 1'm gelad about that.
¢ the police were more violent than we were - but that's their job. .. should
e the fact that violence occurred and seek instead to emphasise the
i diverse global movement which seemed to coalesce on June |8th?”

tions For The Future
00 hioldl further mass actions against finance capital they should be explicitly
Aainst key nodal points in the network of institutions, corporations, and
s whiich facilitate the current globalisation of neo-liberal capitalism, not at its
dileh despite our understandings of the “spectacle’, or the ‘military/indus-

trial/entertainment complex” remains an abstract proposition for most people. This
could involve a call to stop a particular institution working foraday. .. by the people
whose lives are affected in the everyday by its operation. .. We could target a different
institution every six months ... calling for actions against their offices or buildings
globally, Instead of dissipating our energies rallying against something so big it
disappears, we would be uniquely focused on the points at which their system is
weakest. Imagine the police defending a sieged building of a major multinational or
finance exchange when for weeks before local groups had distributed information about
how it effects the lives of people in the region, before going to take part in the action.
The police role as puppets of private capital would be increasingly revealed. ..

Ifwecould stop them once it could be done again. and if they can be stopped once
the utopia of stopping them pemanently would appear almost in sight. Imagine five years
from now when everyone knows how the City operates because they 've seen it sieged,
exchange afterexchange, bank affer bank. institution after institution. [magine it permanently
cutoff from the restof London - its own need for security strangling its operation - whilst its
reputation asa key player in the global network of finance is devastated. "

How canwe decentralise, strengthen and expand our networks? By nextyear’s
G8 summit, I don't know if Twill be interested in repeating the strategy of targeting the
financial centres. Perhaps to encourage greater local organising we should break from
havinga lot of organising happening in London, instead taking actions where we live all
on the same day. Thirty actions across the country .. linking local concers to the global
system might have more impact than focussing on the financial centres."

Mainstream Media Response

We should know very well by now the role we are placed in by the media - regardless
of what we actually do. Ifeveryone at J18 had done nothing but dance, we still would
have been *eco-terrorists obstructing mums and kids needing to get to schools &
hospitals”.... Aswell as putting effort into using our own altemative media, | am still
trying to leam what we can do with the mainstream lot. .. (but) I will centamly not let
the media affect my memory of my real experience of the day, or our own legitimate
debate, as il they are something we are, or can be, responsible for,*

But what will people think? If they believe the media tell the truth, they !l
have a ridiculously inaccurate angle on the day ... I feel we have little or no control
over that, I would imagine a large proportion of the population take what they read in
the papers witha lot of pinches of salt, and they'll get some of the message, possibly,
and perhaps think 2 bit themselves about the day and what it was about. Maybe."

| excerpts from RTS's ‘Black Leaflet” reproduced in Appendix, 2 from Dancing On
The Ruins, 3 from Give Up Activism, 4 ibid. 5 from If1 Can Dance, It's Not My
Revolution, 6 from The Challenge of June 18, 7 from Mustn't Grumble, 8 from
Keep It Up. Don't Let Violence Divide Us, 9 fram The Challenge of June I8, 10 from
Give Up Activism, 11 from Not Just Capitalism Or Globalisation, |2 from Dancing
On The Ruins, 13 ihid.
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